
By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

As a way of celebrating Ar-
bor Day, the University of Iowa 
is putting 8,000 trees on the 
World Wide Web.

Today, the University of 
Iowa unveiled a new website 
documenting all of the almost 
8,000 trees on campus. The 
public database took three 
years to build, using an ad-
vanced geographic informa-
tion system called arcGIS. 

The system is not only 
open for people to browse 
freely, it also facilitates the 
jobs of the “tree crew” in UI 
Facilities Management. 

UI arborist Mike Rhinehart 
said this has been especially 
helpful with the recent out-
break of emerald ash borer. This 
has infected several green ash 
trees on campus and will like-
ly wipe out all 560 ash trees on 
campus over the next few years.

“Now, we’re trying to diver-
sify our trees,” Rhinehart said. 
“We need to make sure we’re 
not getting too heavy in one 
category so if something does 

come and wipe out all of one 
species, it’s not going to make 
that big of a hole.”

With the arcGIS system, 
Rhinehart can find out how 
many ash trees are on cam-
pus and where they are lo-
cated, and he can determine 
what species should replace 
the ash trees in order to have 
a rich variety of trees.

Besides listing facts and 
numbers about each tree, the 
database includes photos of the 
trees and any special notations 
about it, such as if it is dedicat-
ed to someone.

“With donor trees or memo-
rial trees, we’ll be able to put 
them on here instead of putting 
plaques on each of the trees,” 
Landscape Services supervisor 
Shawn Fitzpatrick said. “If peo-
ple want to see the tree, there 
will be photos, and they can see 
who it’s for.”

UI Facilities Management 
has compiled tree data since 
1989, but the system was not 
updated regularly and was 
several years out of date when 
officials began to create the 
arcGIS site. 

“We can take the iPad or 
iPhone out and we have GPS 
on there, so we can go right to 
where we planted the tree and 
plop it in the system,” Land-
scape Services manager Scott 
Gritsch said. “To us, it’s a very 
useful tool, and if others want 
to see what we’ve got, they can 
check it out.”

Rhinehart said data from 
this tool also can offer insight 

into how much carbon is being 
held in the trees and how much 
storm water the trees keep from 
running off into the river.

“The more information you 
put in, the more you can use 
it,” Rhinehart said. “It helps us 
with everything.”

Although this tool is primari-
ly intended for use by Facilities 

By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa sophomore 
Claudia Magana said she was sit-
ting on the same second-story bal-
cony ledge as UI students Hannah 
Van Soelen and Mackenzie Wol-
lenzien on April 23 when the two 
students fell backwards from the 
39-inch-tall railing at the UI fra-
ternity Delta Chi’s spring formal.

The incident occurred around 
10:50 p.m., Magana said. 

When Magana heard a female 
shouting the names of Van Soelen 
and Wollenzien, she said she ran 
around the wrap-around balcony of 
the house in Missouri and headed 
down the stairs. 

Magana said she told someone to 
call 911. 

While aiding the students, Ma-
gana said, she noticed blood on 
them when she moved the hair 
from their faces. Magana said she 
kneeled by Wollenzien while hold-
ing her limp hand. 

“It was all so quick. My hands 
were shaking, I couldn’t even talk,” 
she said. “I didn’t know how to act, 
but I knew I was supposed to be 
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By BRENT GRIFFITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley and a 
handful of his Senate colleagues un-
veiled revamped criminal-justice legis-
lation on Thursday that was once billed 
as the best bipartisan hope for this ses-
sion of Congress.

More than 200 days 
ago, Grassley, the chair-
man of the influential 
Judiciary Committee, 
announced an agree-
ment on reforms to 
mandatory minimum 
sentences for federal in-
mates along with provi-
sions on prison reform.

“We now have 37 cosponsors; there are 
not many types of bills with these mag-
nitudes that earn this type of support,” 
Grassley told reporters during a press 
conference. “Obviously, reaching a con-
sensus has not been easy.”

Mandatory minimums have been 
around for decades, but they were en-
hanced during the late-1980s and early 
1990s because of nationwide hysteria 
over drug use and crimes related to it.

Focus on the issue has sparked action 
on both sides of the aisle. 

But the Senate hit an initial road-
block in Grassley, who publicly stated 
his strong opposition to an early version 
of the bill. Getting Iowa’s senator to ac-
quiesce was something Sen. Mike Lee, 

Grassley 
pushes 
reform

University of Iowa trees go viral 

SEE GRASSLEY, 3SEE TREES, 3

Grassley
senator

Trees are seen on the Pentacreston on Thursday. The UI has created a database for its 8,000 trees. 
(The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)

DRAKE AWAITS. 
SPORTS.

SEE DELTA CHI, 2

By KAYLYN KLUCK  |  kaylyn-kluck@uiowa.edu

Against the backdrop of a college campus that reported its 14th sexual 
assault for the 2015-16 academic year last week, more than 100 people 
gathered to protest sexual violence Thursday evening. 

Community members and students came together on the Pentacrest for the 
annual Take Back the Night Rally. 

The event was organized by several advocacy groups, including the Women’s Re-
source and Action Center, the Rape Victim Advocacy Program, the Domestic Violence 
Intervention Program, and Nisaa African Family Services.

Take Back the Night events have occurred across the country since the 1970s 
to protest sexual, relationship, and domestic violence. The name partially refers 
to the dangers women have faced when walking at night, and the word “night” 
is a metaphor for fear. 

CONGRESS

SEE NIGHT, 3

TAKE BACK NIGHT 
TAKES DOWNTOWN

Protesters took to the 
Pentacrest and Pedmall to 

speak out against sexual 
vioilence Thursday night.

People taking part in Take Back the Night march through downtown on Thursday evening. Iowa City has held the annual event at least since the late-70s. (The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)
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UI freshman Vivian Medithi creates an ornament for NextGen UIowa's Environmental Art Show at Public Space One on Thursday. NextGen UIowa's overall goal is to mobilize 
students to act on climate change. (The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)

THE ASIDE
Extravaganza features ‘lost’ films

Most Iowans — this 
writer included — might 
not have been aware that 
what is thought to be the 
world’s oldest operating 
movie theaters can be 
found just 20 minutes 
outside of Iowa City in 
Washington, Iowa. 

The State Theater — 
or the Graham Opera 
House, as it used to be 
called — owes much of 
its current fame to the 
work of American film 
pioneer and native Io-
wan W. Frank Brinton, 

whose legendary road 
shows helped to educate 
rural Iowa on the won-
ders of cinema in the 
early 1900s. 

On May 1 and 2 at the 
State Theater — located 
directly across the street 
from the iconic Blair 
House — a freshly discov-
ered and newly restored 
assortment of films from 
W. Frank Brinton’s per-
sonal collection will be 
screened for the first time 
in more than 100 years. 

The films, each 
hand-colored between 
1900 and 1908, were re-
stored through collabo-
ration with the Universi-
ty of Iowa Libraries, the 
Washington County Riv-
erboat Foundation, and 
the Library of Congress. 
They will be screened at a 
variety show event host-

ed by noted historian Mi-
chael Zahs and feature a 
diverse array of perform-
ers including Red Ce-
dar Chamber Music and 
famed film scholar Rick 
Altman, who will lead a 
sing-along. 

While the supporting 
cast is certainly impres-
sive, there is no doubt 
whether the films them-
selves will be the center 
of attention. The films, 
which up until their re-
cent discovery had been 
thought to be lost, will be 
screened on the only ap-
paratus they can be: an 
authentic 35-mm projec-
tor that, to the delight of 
any true cinephile, must 
be cranked by hand. 

To further add to the 
experience, the Blair 
House is going to be re-
modeled to resemble the 

oyster bar that sat across 
the street from the Gra-
ham Opera House more 
than a century ago. The 
bar will open Sunday 
afternoon for an exclu-
sive reception for VIP 
ticketholders. 

Because of the histor-
ical significance of the 
event, prospective at-
tendees should be aware 
that a film crew will be 
at the event shooting 
footage for a future docu-
mentary on Brinton and 
his outstanding legacy.

Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $5 for chil-
dren (with a $40 VIP 
ticket available as well) 
and can be purchased 
at the box office or at 
FilmScene, 118 E. Wash-
ington St. They are also 
available online at www.
brintonfilm.com

Girindra Selleck
girindra-selleck@uiowa.edu 

there with her and tell 
her everything was going 
to be fine.

“I just know from 
past knowledge when 
someone is unconscious, 
you’re supposed to tap 
them and ask them if 
they’re OK, so that’s 
what I did.” 

Then, a  nursing 
student checked on 
Wollenzien’s  pulse, 
Magana said. 

Alongside Van Soel-
en was a 
member of 
Delta Chi 
— thought 
to be her 
boyfriend 
— who 
was crying 
and stay-
ing close 
by. Magana said many 
people were surrounding 
the two students.

Magana said that al-
though she did not see 
exactly how the students 
fell, she was there for the 
impact. Meanwhile, some 
of the 30 to 40 others at 
the party went into panic 
mode, Magana said.

“I know before the 
police came everybody 
got rid of their alco-
hol, just because every-
one thought they would 
search the house,” Ma-
gana said. “But I think 
their main concern was 
the girls, honestly.”

When the paramedics 

arrived, they loaded each 
student onto a stretcher, 
Magana said, recalling 
how both were disorient-
ed during the incident. 
Onlookers were heard 
sobbing, covering their 
faces in shock, she said. 

The students were 
taken to the emergency 
department at Lake Re-
gional Hospital, officials 
from the Lake Ozark 
Fire Department said. 

Debroah Wolfe, the me-
dia relations coordinator 
of the hospital, said both 
students were stabilized 
and discharged.  

Possible reasons the 

students were not held 
there, Wolfe said, in-
clude they were healthy 
enough to be sent home 
or they were taken to a 
different hospital. 

As of Wednesday after-
noon, the nearest major 
hospitals in Missouri — 
the University of Missou-
ri Hospitals and Clinics 
and the Boone Hospi-
tal Center in Columbia 
— have not named Van 
Soelen or Wollenzien as 
patients, officials from 
both hospitals said. 

The current location 
of the students is un-
known and cannot be 
discussed by Lake Re-

gional or UI officials 
because of the Health 
Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act 
of 1996, which protects 
the privacy and security 
of health information. 

“The university’s 
primary concern is 
the welfare of the stu-
dents,” said Jeneane 
Beck, UI assistant vice 
president for external 
relations. “Our focus is 
on assisting the fami-
lies and learning more 
about the incident. It 
would be inappropriate 
to comment further un-
til we have more infor-

mation.”
Magana said she met 

Van Soelen the night be-
fore the incident while 
on a boat at the Lake of 
the Ozarks. 

The main event was 
held on April 22, and Sat-
urday was a day dedicat-
ed to soaking in the up-
per-80-degree weather, 
Magana said. The activi-
ties held that day includ-
ed jumping in the lake, 
sitting by the beach, and 
eating lunch at a nearby 
restaurant, she said. 

Magana said she didn’t 
see Van Soelen until late 
on the night of April 23.

After paramedics 

took both students 
away, Magana said, the 
environment changed, 
and people went back 
to their designated bed-
rooms in silence.

Two buses left Sunday 
morning, and Magana 
said the silence contin-
ued through the five-
hour ride to Iowa City.

“I don’t even think I 
heard any conversation 
about the incident,” 
she said.

On Wednesday evening, 
The Daily Iowan tried to 
contact Tory Wolver, a 
friend and sorority sister 
of Wollenzien, to discuss 

the situa-
tion.

“ Y o u 
d o n ' t 
need to 
k n o w 
a n y -
t h i n g , ” 
W o l v e r 
said in a 

direct message on Face-
book. “You can contact 
our Executive Offices.” 

The DI requested 
comment from Inter-
fraternity Council 
President Austin Luse, 
who did not respond by 
press time.

UI Dean of Students 
officials have been in 
contact with the fam-
ilies of both women, 
Beck said.

Disclosure: The author 
of this story is involved 
in greek life at the UI.

Kendrew Panyanou-
vong contributed to this 
story and is also involved 
in UI greek life.

The presumed lost but recently uncovered films of W. Frank Brinton will be screened in 
the Washington, Iowa, State Theater.

I just know from past knowledge when someone is unconscious, you’re 
supposed to tap them and ask them if they’re OK, so that’s what I did.

 — Claudia Magana, UI sophomore

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @THEDAILYIOWAN



University of Iowa senior 
Grace Jimenez, who works 
for WRAC, said Iowa’s first 
Take Back the Night event 
was in 1979, and the rally has 
grown in recent years.

“In the last five years, it’s 
gotten a lot bigger. It’s become 
a more prevalent issue on 
campus,” she said.

Jimenez said the issue of 
sexual violence is not one that 
can be taken lightly, and the 
rally is meant to show com-
munity support for survivors.

“One in four women are 
sexually assaulted in their col-
lege careers,” she said. “Wom-
en should be able to walk at 
night and go to a bar without 
being harassed. It shouldn’t be 
an issue, but it is.”

During the rally, partici-
pants marched downtown 
as a way of reclaiming the 
streets. A long line of pro-
testers snaked around the 
Pedestrian Mall while chant-

ing such phrases as, “People 
unite. Take back the night.” 
and “Hey, hey, yo, yo, date 
rape has got to go.” 

They also carried colorful 
signs and banners with an-
ti-assault slogans painted 
on them, including “Don’t 
tell me how to dress. Tell 
them not to rape” and “Not 
on my campus.”

The rally also included 
performances by a spoken 
word-poet and “radical cheer-
leaders” from WRAC. The 
cheerleaders performed their 
own version of the “Iowa 
Fight Song,” which includ-
ed the lyrics, “We’re gonna 
fight, fight, fight for equal 
rights, until the patriarchy’s 
smashed.”

Following the march and 
performances, a “speak 
out” session was held with 
an open microphone. Sur-
vivors of sexual violence 
were given the opportu-
nity to talk to the crowd 
about their experiences. 
Emotions were high, and a 
large number of advocates 
were on hand to offer sup-

port, along with therapy 
dogs for additional comfort. 

Morgan Sedlacek, a vol-
unteer coordinator for RVAP, 
said she was happy to see a 
mix of both students and com-
munity members at the rally.

“It’s an opportunity to 
acknowledge that it’s a 
problem on our campus,” 
she said. “A lot of times 
survivors don’t have that 
safe space.”

Earlier this month, the 
UI announced the comple-
tion of a six-point plan for 
combating sexual assault 
on campus. One aspect of 
the plan was hiring three 
violence prevention edu-
cation specialists. 

Meagan Schorr, one of 
the newly hired special-
ists, said sexual-assault 
prevention has come a 
long way under the six-
point plan, but things can 
still be improved.

“There’s always more 
we can do,” Schorr said. 
“Until there’s no sexual 
assault on campus at all, 
our jobs aren’t done.”

Management staff, Rhine-

hart said, he thinks there’s 
a lot of public interest in the 
database and trees on cam-
pus in general.

“We get a lot of phone calls 
and emails, people want to 

know what these trees are,” 
he said. “We’ll be out doing 
tree work, and people will 
ask us what the trees are, 
and now people can just get 
on and see.”

R-Utah, and especially Sen. 
Dick Durbin, D-Ill., made 
sure to point out in October 
2015 when the current bill 
was unveiled.

“We think this the most 
comprehensive, far-reach-
ing criminal-justice reform 
which Congress has seen 
in decades,” Durbin said. 
“Mandatory minimum sen-
tences were once seen as 
a strong deterrent, but we 
now know, sadly, that they 

have filled the prisons with 
many people who are not a 
real danger.”

President Obama also 
listed criminal-justice re-
form as one of the top areas 
he hoped to find agreement 
on with a Republican-con-
trolled Congress.

Among those who 
joined the original spon-
sors on Thursday was 
Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., 
who is facing a tough 
re-election campaign.

Despite all the celebration, 
the senators were noncom-
mittal on when their bill 
would go to the Senate floor. 

Grassley said he not spoken 
to Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell about the topic, 
but given the new support, 
he would do so soon.

But at least one top GOP 
leader, Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, said the legisla-
tion now has now the ele-
ments McConnell looks for 
when deciding if a bill de-
serves a vote. 

“He is going to look for 
something we can actu-
ally pass and put on the 
president’s desk,” Cornyn 
said. “… I believe this bill 
will meet that definition 
as well.”

NIGHT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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TREES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

GRASSLEY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Several local groups hosted Iowa City’s annual Take Back The Night on Thursday starting on Linn Street. The local Take Back the Night 
started in the late-70s. (The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)



All across the United 
States, voting is under 
scrutiny. According to 
CNN, in 2000, only 14 
states had voter-ID re-
quirements. Today, 33 
states have such laws, 
which have been shown 
to hurt young people 
and people of color. 

It has been harder 
to just cast a vote, and 
some areas have made 
it difficult by removing 
polling sites. Lines are 
crazy busy, especially 
in the current presiden-
tial-nomination season, 
with voters waiting for 
hours and hours just to 
have their voices heard. 
We must ask ourselves: 
How has our nation 
gotten to this point? 
Why is this state of af-
fairs acceptable? 

Primaries occur all 
over the country. That’s 
why we must remem-
ber how important our 
right to vote is; it helps 
to hold our leaders ac-
countable and make 
sure our democracy can 
function properly.

But some of these re-
cent voting actions are 
intended to suppress 
voter turnout. Even in 
big states such as New 
York, voter turnout is 
the worst in the coun-
try. According to CNN, 
In the 2012 presiden-
tial election, only 58 
percent of registered 
voters in New York City 
cast ballots.

There is an explana-
tion for why these num-
bers are so horribly low. 
You must provide a De-
partment of Motor Vehi-
cles number or other ID 
number, there is no ear-
ly voting, and in order 
to secure an absentee 
ballot, you must have a 
valid reason. 

Some New York res-
idents are trying hard 
to change the stereo-

type in the community; 
they have been working 
on a campaign called 
Barriers to Ballots. The 
change would begin with 
registering younger vot-
ers. The biggest problem 
that cities face is trying 
to get people registered. 

Polling sites also need 
to be conveniently locat-
ed. Many voters have 
busy lives, and it is hard 
to find the time to vote. 
If getting to where you 
need to vote is easier, 
then people are more 
likely to vote. Barriers 
to Ballots is also work-
ing on trying to expand 
the number of voting 
sites. The locations need 
to be open to all so ev-
eryone gets a change to 
vote, and sites also need 
to have up-to-date and 
accurate voting technol-
ogy so as to not confuse 
or disenfranchise voters. 
Sites must be accessi-
ble to voters with dis-
abilities and voters who 
speak languages other 
than English. 

The voting process 
also needs to be more 

streamlined. It needs 
to be easy and simple. 
Nobody wants to go 
through a complicated 
process in order to cast 
a ballot. Streamlining 
the process would also 
help to save taxpayers 
money. By complicat-
ing the voting process, 
we waste money, time, 
and resources.

In the presiden-
tial-nomination cam-
paign so far, we have 
seen many new voters 
participate and take a 
stance because of con-
troversial candidates. 
We need to make sure 
that this momentum 
increases. Every area 
needs help; because 
not just New York that 
faces these challenges. 
Every state needs to 
think about these pro-
cedures in the coming 
months. We must fight 
for the right that we 
have been guaranteed 
as U.S. citizens, and 
now is the time make 
sure that we can main-
tain the right before 
the November election.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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There are two related things that make 
Americans wildly uncomfortable: interna-
tional terrorism and mass surveillance. To 

some, the Patriot Act and FISA Amendments Act 
are as loathed as ISIS. But, when one is effective 
in the opposition and suppression of the other, the 
appropriate reaction becomes blurry. Is the consti-
tutional gray area in which these acts exist worth 
casting communication fishnets in the hopes of 
trawling a few dissenters into jail cells? 

The FISA Amendments Act revised the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act, which allowed 
the mass interception of phone calls and emails 
of foreign individuals, despite whether they are 
communicating with an American citizen or not. 
It was not until 2013, after an internal Justice De-
partment debate, that the accused were notified 
how officials collected this evidence, obscuring the 
shady surveillance methodology. 

But, with the case of Aws Mohammed Younis 
Al-Jayab, this issue has been shifted into the pub-
lic eye. The accused is an Iraqi refugee who came 
to United States in October 2012 and now faces 
charges of providing materially false or fictitious 
statements about his history involving “rebel or 
militia” groups when being interviewed by U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. The penal-
ties for this type of charge carry a maximum sen-
tence of eight years and a fine of $250,000. 

Though he claims he had traveled to Turkey in 
2013 and 2014 to visit his grandmother, evidence 
of his communication with foreign individuals and 
posts made on social networks, collected under the 
FISA Amendments Act, tell of his potential in-
volvement with Ansar al-Islam, according to the 
Justice Department.

Though the distinction between terror groups 
and nationalist struggles are sometimes murky, 
Ansar al-Islam seems to be the real deal. The 
group is known through its stringent opposition 

to the American invasion of Iraq, it continues to 
fight the Iraqi government after U.S. withdraw-
al, and factions of Ansar al-Islam have merged 
with ISIS. 

Perhaps Al-Jayab visited his grandmother. If the 
information collected through the FISA Amend-
ments prove to be false, is government intimidation 
of American individuals through the sphere of mass 
surveillance that envelops the nation worth it? 

Or perhaps this individual did arm himself to 
fight alongside terrorist organizations and came 
back the U.S. disillusioned and intent on living a 
complacent, placid life. Or, in the worst case hy-
pothetical, he returned to U.S. soil to perpetuate 
those violent ideals. A discreet electronic eye af-
fixed on every American hardly seems worth the 
prospect of nabbing a few suspected terrorists on 
charges of lying to the U.S. Immigration Services. 

These are all questions and points of contention 
that should be answered by a court higher than 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. The 
defense of Al-Jayab intends on challenging the ev-
idence, but the odds do not seem to be in its favor. 
According to the New York Times, there have been 
three other cases in the same vein where the de-
fense challenged the constitutionality of the evi-
dence collected through these methods; all three 
failed in that defense. 

Given that the method with which this infor-
mation is obtained was hidden from public view 
until 2013, and that the constitutionality of this 
surveillance methodology has been challenged on 
an individual case basis numerous times since the 
program has been made public, it’s time that the 
privacy issue is revisited, this time in the highest 
court in the U.S.

Privacy advocates have been calling for the pro-
gram to be addressed in the Supreme Court, and 
the Daily Iowan Editorial Board would like to join 
them in that call.
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Drawing the line on 
U.S. surveillance

COLUMN

Accountability is a con-
cept introduced to us at a 
young age. As one grows 
older and looks to the 
world, it becomes easier 
to come away with a con-
tradictory notion to the 
concept. In an ideal world, 
actions have consequences 
that equate to the severity 
of the action, and they are 
levied against the party or 
parties responsible. How-
ever, as a black man, you 
learn fairly quickly that 
the scales of accountability 
are disproportionate and 
usually not in your favor. 

On Nov. 22, 2014, 12-year-
old Tamir Rice was shot by 
police at a playground after 
the toy gun he was play-
ing with was mistaken for 
a real one. Rice’s 14-year-
old sister was tackled and 
handcuffed as she tried to 
rush to her wounded broth-
er. Neither of the two first 
responding officers admin-
istered first aid, and Rice 
died the next day from his 
gunshot wounds. Neither 
officers were indicted, and 
as part of a $6 million set-
tlement to Rice’s family, the 
city of Cleveland does not 
have to admit wrongdoing.

When speaking about 
the settlement, Stephen 
Loomis, the head of the 
Cleveland Police Patrol-
men’s Association, said he 
hoped Rice’s family uses 
some of the money from 
the settlement on “educat-
ing the youth of the dan-
gers of possessing a real 
or replica firearm.” Once 
again, we are brought back 
to the issue of accountabili-
ty. If the police officers and 
the city of Cleveland are 
not culpable, then who is? 
Furthermore, doesn’t a $6 
million settlement imply 
that somewhere along the 
line somebody did some-
thing wrong? Perhaps my 
worldview is skewed for 
believing that monetary 

punishment is an unusual 
stipulation for innocence. 
Or perhaps I am naïve for 
believing that the conver-
sation is ever centered on 
innocence as opposed to 
the most cost-effective way 
of shifting accountability 
from those most deserving 
of consequences. 

In an interview with 
Politico, Loomis said that 
“Tamir Rice was in the 
wrong” because he was a 
“12-year-old in an adult 
body.” Here, we see clearly 
the shifting of the scales. 
In this country, black skin 
makes you accountable for 
your actions and the ac-
tions done against you to 
such an extent that you can 
be believed guilty of your 
own murder. So what we 
are saying is that the police 
officer is not accountable 
because he allowed an irra-
tional fear based on a faulty 
social construct to ratio-
nalize the killing of a child. 
Most importantly, we are 
saying a child is somehow 
responsible for the prejudic-
es imposed upon him by a 
woefully misguided society 
for physiological and ana-
tomical factors that were 
never in his control. 

In all of this, it seems to 
have been forgotten that the 
officer made the choice to 
pull the trigger, but Tamir 
Rice did not choose his body. 
It is the privilege to make 
choices that necessitate ac-
countability, and it is the 
responsibility for those of us 
that make those choices to 
be accountable for them.

So when I read and re-
read articles about police 
shootings of unarmed 
black men and children, 
because Tamir Rice was a 
child, it becomes clear that 
the concept of accountabil-
ity has become miscon-
strued and warped beyond 
recognition. Despite the 
court’s rulings, someone 
was found guilty. Despite 
the city being able to avoid 
admitting wrongdoing, 
someone was held account-
able. When the family was 
paid a multimillion-dollar 
settlement, someone paid 
for that. The only problem 
is that it wasn’t the truly 
guilty party. 

STACEY MURRAY  Editor-in-Chief 
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Accountability 
in police action

EDITORIAL

Iowa school-funding 
proposal should be 
increased

How can Iowa students (elemen-
tary, high school, college) succeed 
and represent the Iowa community 
when funds are unavailable and not 
accessible? Why should students in 
the Iowa area suffer because of a 
lack of educational benefits courte-
sy of Iowa lawmakers? Coming from 
high school, because I didn’t have 
other programs to prepare me for 
college, I had to learn from scratch, 
and if more funds were put toward 
transitioning to college, many stu-
dents will have a sense of achieving 
instead of feeling overwhelmed. 

Most schools across Iowa don’t 
have the resources or funding 
because of location, rural areas, 
and expenses, which I find mind-
boggling, because the state can 
produce proposals for topics that 
doesn’t affect the state inter-
nally; this particular topic does, 
internally and externally. Meaning 

that more jobs will be created 
and instead of leaving the state, 
fellow Iowans can share what 
they learned and encourage other 
students who still reside in Iowa to 
open businesses locally.

A 2 percent increase is not 
enough to cover educational 
programs across the state or even 
a higher pay for teachers. Schools 
have been significantly underfund-
ed; Iowa, while dealing with in-
creased costs of doing business, will 
more likely lead to the number of 
teaching positions being reduced, 
and programs that are already 
reduced dwindle to nothing.

The rhetoric that legislators 
propose is absurd and needs to be 
addressed, because words such as 
“World Class School” are used. The 
state is asking for leaders to provide 
a “Cadillac” education on a “Yugo” 
budget. I believe that our teachers 
and educational leaders need to be 
compensated for their hard work 
and tremendous time trying to 
teach. Please increase the proposed 

funding, because children are the 
future and education is essential.

 Warnell Wright

Vote for Amy 
Nielsen

When I heard that Sally Stuts-
man would not run for re-election, 
I wondered who could follow in her 
footsteps to represent the rural and 
urban citizens of House District 77. 
I soon learned that North Liberty 
Mayor Amy Nielsen had announced 
her candidacy. I have observed 
Amy’s skilled interaction with other 
elected officials. I appreciate her 
progressive ideas, work ethic, and 
passion to help make life better 
for all. 

Amy has served well as mayor, 
and, if elected, she will effectively 
serve the citizens of House District 
77 and the state.

Vote for Amy Nielsen in the 
Democratic primary on June 7.

Bob Welsh

Vote Heiden, Hogg
Now that early voting has begun 

for the June 7 primary, it’s time for 
us to make up our minds.

It’s difficult to make a poor 
choice in the county-supervi-
sor contest; there are several 
qualified people running. The 
first of my three allowed votes is 
going to Pat Heiden — I tend to 
favor people who are in danger of 
being the smartest in the room. 
Being raised on a farm (and keep-
ing up with rural issues), she also 
has ag credentials that will help 
replace what will be lost when 
Pat Harney exits.

In the other contested Demo-
cratic race (for U.S. senator), Rob 
Hogg also meets my intelligence 
requirements and has unparalleled 
environmental credentials during 
his work in the Iowa Legislature. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley had a great run 
(and I didn’t used to feel this way), 
but we can do better.

Dave Parsons

LETTERS

COLUMN

Samuel Studer
samuel-studer@uiowa.edu 

Protect the right to vote 

Marcus Brown
marcus-brown@uiowa.edu 
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Woody noted that he 
was extremely confident 
about the relays.

“We’ve got some great 
relays all across the 
board,” he said. “Our dis-
tance medley really is 
going to be really good, 
as well as our 4x100 and 
everything in between.”

One in particular, the 
800-meter relay, fans will 
not want to miss.

The Drake Relays 
marks the second time 
this season Iowa will com-
pete in the event.

Previously, the 
Hawkeyes’ 4x200 relay 
competed in the Flori-
da Relays on April 2. In 
Gainesville, the quartet 
of Brendan Thompson, 
Christian Brissett, James 
Harrington, and Jared 
Ganschow set a school re-
cord with a time of 1:23.36.

Aaron Mallett has com-
peted in several relays this 

year, most recently being a 
part of the first-place 4x100 
relay at the Musco Twilight 
on April 23. His forte, how-
ever, is the hurdles.

The 110-meter hurdler 
leads the conference with 
his 13.50 second time, and 
he ranks fourth nationally.

He wants to keep the mo-
mentum going; he is com-
ing off of his third-straight 
victory in the 110 hurdles 
at Musco. And he wants to 
snag a Drake Relays flag.

“That’s my main focus,” 
he said. “I also want to 
help my team win the Hy-
Vee Cup, that’s a really 
big thing, too. I think we 
have the guys to do it. Just 
executing what I can do 
and helping the team out, 
that’s my biggest thing.”

Getting a flag at Drake 
has been on the junior’s 
mind for quite some time.

“I really want one of 
those flags,”he said. “It’s 
like something to cross off 
my bucket list.” 

Mallett’s goals line up with 
his teammates’ aspirations.

Hurdler Mitch Wolff be-

lieves that Iowa can make 
a huge mark at this year’s 
Relays, noting his focus is 
on the Hy-Vee Cup.

“Last year we weren’t 
even in contention, but 
this year, we want to 
make a statement,” he 
said. “The Drake Relays 
is an Iowa-sponsored 
event, so we want a team 
from Iowa to win it.”

Last season, Illinois 
won the meet with 33 
points, followed by Ar-
kansas (18 points) and 
Baylor (16 points). Iowa 
finished 16th (5 points).

Even though there 
are plenty of teams from 
around the country trav-
eling to Des Moines to 
compete, Wolff and his 
teammates believe Drake 
presents a home-field ad-
vantage to Iowa.

“I’m looking forward to 
the atmosphere more than 
anything,” Wolff said. “It’s 
a big stage, but [it] feels 
like a home meet with all 
the love and support we 
get from Hawkeye fans.”

Other athletes, espe-

cially in the sprints, are 
primed for the Blue Oval.

Harrington, Brissett, 
and Vinnie Saucer Jr. have 
made noise all season in 
the 100 and 200 meters 
and in the relays.

Saucer has been here be-
fore, winning his heat in the 
100 before going on to place 
seventh in the finals. He was 
also on Iowa’s 4x100 that 
finished third in its heat.

In the mid-distance 
group, Carter Lilly should 
shine. The sophomore ran 
the second-best 800-meters 
in school history at the Tex-
as Invitational (1:47.32). 
Freshmen DeJuan Frye 
and Mar’yea Harris have 
also been important factors 
for Iowa in the 400 meters 
and 4x400 relay.

In the field events, 
redshirt freshman Reno 
Tuufuli commands the 
throws. The Las Vegas 
native will compete in the 
discus and shot put. Se-
nior Kevin Spejcher will 
compete in the high jump 
following a strong perfor-
mance at Musco.

M TRACK
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Particularly in the 
400-meter relay, Woody 
has a time in mind that 
he would like to see in 
order to contend with the 
top teams in the nation.

“I definitely feel like 
we can run 43-low, if not 
faster,” he said.

At the April 23 Musco 
Twilight, senior Lake 
Kwaza didn’t compete 
on the 400-meter team, 
but this weekend, she 
will join Elexis Guster, 
Briana Guillory, and 
Alexis Hernandez. 

“Lake didn’t even run on 
it [at Musco], and we still 
ran pretty fast,” Woody 
said. “With Lake back on 
there, the girls are excited 
to run their best perfor-
mance of the year.”

Although the relays 
are the most intriguing 
events of the competi-
tion, another Hawkeye 
fans should keep their 
eye on is Jahisha Thom-
as in the 100-meter hur-
dles.

The sophomore will try 
to grab her first Drake 

title. She ranks sixth all-
time in program history 
with a time of 13.67.

Woody hopes Thomas 
will put together a big-
time performance in both 
the hurdles and in the 
long jump.

“This week, she gets to 
focus on the long jump and 
hurdles, and I think she’s 
really close to busting out 
a great performance in the 
hurdles,” he said.

Thomas believes 
her performance is all 
about maintaining pace 
throughout the race, 
something she wasn’t 
able to do at Musco, in 
which she finished sec-
ond. Maintaining pace 
could be difficult for 
the London native; she 
has battled hamstring 
problems the last cou-
ple weeks.

“My hamstrings have 
not agreed with me, so 
I haven’t been practic-
ing as much,” Thomas 
said. “With not prac-
ticing, I’ve lost some of 
my endurance.”

Woody has high 
goals for the high- 
jump squad and jave-
lin throwers as well.

“The women’s high 

jumpers and javelin 
throwers have the op-
portunity to put up some 
performances that will 
rank well at the Big Ten 
Championships,” he said. 
“We have plenty of wom-
en in the field events who 
we hope to see progress 
as the season goes on.”

In the high jumps, 
graduate student Khan-
ishah Williams will lead 
the way in her final 
Drake competition. In 
the throws, sophomore 
Leah Colbert hopes to 
carry over momentum 
from Musco.

The Hawkeyes need to 
be at their best in each 
event. Woody has firsthand 
experience, having compet-
ed in the Relays numer-
ous times, and he knows 
how important Drake is to 
showcase the program.

“I was fortunate 
enough to compete at 
Drake in high school, 
college, and profession-
ally,” Woody said. “It’s 
my favorite meet of the 
year, and it’s big for our 
program and recruiting. 
When we have a great 
meet at Drake, it sets us 
up well for the champi-
onship season.”

W TRACK
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Lately, the Hawks 
have had trouble fully 
executing. Iowa head 
coach Marla Loop-
er noted she’s hoping 
that the Hawkeyes can 
revert to what they 
were in the fall.

“The story line is that 
we’ve continued to fight,” 
Looper said. “As a team, 
we’ve got to control what 
we can. That’s our atti-
tude, and that’s our effort 
and how we approach the 
game and our process.”

While the team has 
fought, one player in 
particular has continued 
to have success. Redshirt 
senior Holly Hoffman is 
hitting .422 in confer-
ence play, and in 16 of 
Iowa’s Big Ten games, 
she is slugging .846. She 
has also registered 12 
extra-base hits (7 dou-
bles, 1 triple, and 4 home 
runs) during that time.

The Hawks are tied 
for sixth in Big Ten play 
with 48 stoles bases. Io-

wa’s pitchers have struck 
out 82 batters this sea-
son, which is also the sec-
ond-most in the Big Ten.

With only seven con-
tests remaining, Iowa 

is itching and hoping to 
have some success.

“It’s rough fighting,” 
Hoffman said. “Espe-
cially in games where 
you’re really hoping 

for a comeback, and it 
doesn’t happen. It’s a bit 
of a letdown, but we win 
and lose as a team, and 
we all realize that. It’s 
tough, sometimes.”

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

Iowa outfield Cheyenne Pratt snares a fly at Pearl Field on April 23. Iowa defeated the Penn State, 4-1. (The Daily 
Iowan/Peter Kim)

Hawk tennis pulls off 
tourney upset

After a first-round Big Ten 
Tournament win 
against 58th-
ranked Indiana 
on Thursday, 
the Iowa men’s 
tennis team 
suddenly has a 
bit of life.

The Hawkeyes 
struggled in 
conference play 
this season, 
tallying just one victory over a Big 
Ten opponent. Even Iowa head coach 

Ross Wilson seemed to believe the 
season was beyond saving.

“The great thing about our team 
right now is guys are pretty disap-
pointed with our season, but they’re 
already talking about what they’re 
going to do in the off-season,” he said 
in a release prior to the Big Ten Tour-
nament. “We’ll have everybody back 
on campus all summer practicing 
with me and our assistant coaches.”

 Iowa certainly doesn’t have an 
easy path. The Hawkeyes were the 
No. 12 seed in the tournament, 
and the upset victory over a solid 
Hoosiers team was unexpected.

Lefteris Theodorou, Robin Haden, 
Jake Jacoby, and Dominic Patrick all 

tallied singles victories for Iowa. The 
doubles team of Josh Silverstein/The-
odorou and that of Nils Hallestrand/
Patrick also came out victorious to 
snare the doubles point.

The Hawkeyes won, 4-1, and 
get No. 28 Michigan today. The 
Wolverines beat Iowa, 4-0, on April 
22, and it will be a tall task for Iowa 
to grab a win.

Regardless, the team is still 
excited for a chance to compete.

“This was a great team win,” 
Wilson said in a release. “It took 
all the guys to pull this one out. 
We’re excited to get a chance to play 
another match.”

— by Jordan Hansen

Wilson
head coach

Top 20 picks of 2016 
NFL Draft

1) Los Angeles, Jared Goff, QB, 
California (from Tennessee) 

2) Philadelphia, Carson Wentz, QB, 
North Dakota State (from Cleveland)

3) San Diego, Joey Bosa, DE, Ohio State
4) Dallas, Ezekiel Elliott, RB, Ohio State
5) Jacksonville, Jalen Ramsey, CB, 

Florida State
6) Baltimore, Ronnie Stanley, OT, 

Notre Dame
7) San Francisco, DeForest Buckner, 

DE, Oregon
8) Tennessee, Jack Conklin, OT, 

Michigan State (From Cleveland through 
Philadelphia through Miami)

9) Chicago, Leonard Floyd, OLB, 
Georgia (From Tampa Bay)

10) NY Giants, Eli Apple, CB, Ohio State
11) Tampa Bay, Vernon Hargreaves, 

CB, Florida (From Chicago)
12) New Orleans, Sheldon Rankins, 

DT, Louisville 
13) Miami, Laremy Tunsil, OT, Ole 

Miss (From Philadelphia)
14) Oakland, Karl Joseph, DB, West 

Virginia
15) Cleveland, Corey Coleman, WR, Bay-

lor (From Tennessee through Los Angeles)
16) Detroit, Taylor Decker, OT, Ohio State
17) Atlanta, Keanu Neal, SS, Florida
18) Indianapolis, Ryan Kelly, C, 

Alabama
19) Buffalo, Shaq Lawson, DE, Clemson
20) NY Jets, Darron Lee, OLB, Ohio State



• “Watershed: A Symposium on Dance, Science, Ac-
tivism, and the Future of Water in Iowa,” 10 a.m.-2:30 
p.m., IMU Outdoor Amphitheater 
• Anatomy/Cell Biology Awards Ceremony/Recep-
tion, 3 p.m., Eckstein Medical Research Building Atrium
• BME:5010 Seminar, 3:30 p.m., 2217 Seamans Center
• Stanley Wawzonek Lecturer, Richard Silverman, 
3:30 p.m., C20 Pomerantz Center 
• Floating Friday Lecture, Matthew Hodler, 4 p.m., 704 
Jefferson
• Associated Residence Halls Spring It On BBQ, 5-9 
p.m., Hubbard Park
• Larissa Wilming, clarinet, 6 p.m., 172 Music West
 

• “Live From Prairie Lights,” Spanish Creative Writing 
M.F.A. Program, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Deadpool, 8 & 11 p.m., 166 IMU
• M.F.A. Dance Concert, 8 p.m., Space/Place
• The Witch, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Carnival Extravaganza, 10 p.m.-1 a.m., IMU

today’s events

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Friday, April 29, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

Republican  
Aphorisms, Part 1
• A bird in the hand is worth 
much less now than it was 

under Bush.

• If you can’t stand the heat, 
buy a study that disputes 

climate change.

• An eye for an eye is just 
 sensible foreign policy.

• Crime doesn’t pay. Except for 
the white collar kind. That pays. 

Exorbitantly.

• When the going gets tough, 
the tough get inexact about 

their policies.

• A fool and his money should 
meet with my investment 

banker buddy.

• The pen is mightier than the 
sword, but why take a chance?

• He who fights and runs away 
is a hippie.

• Beggars can’t be voters.

• Abstinence makes the heart 
grow fonder.

• What goes up, must come 
down. Thanks, Obama.

• The meek shall inherit 
nothing. BUT there will be no 
inheritance tax on the nothing. 

So vote Republican. 

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Will 
Hartman for the material in 

today’s Ledge.

Life is a tragedy when seen in close-up but a comedy in long shot. 
— Charlie Chaplin

KRUI  
     programming

FRIDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
10-11 CROWE’S NEST
12 P.M. NEWS AT NOON
12:30 ASK A LAWYER
1-2 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2-4 AFTERNOON DELIGHT
4-5 BIJOU BANTER
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 SMOKIN’ GROOVES
8-10 HERE’S TO ANOTHER
10-12 A.M. TREPANNING THE SKULL

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t let bureaucracy get in your way. 
Get your papers in order so nothing will stop you from achieving your 
dreams. A promise to someone special will bring you personal and 
emotional stability.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): An emotional encounter is best handled 
with care. Consistency and stability will be in your best interest when 
dealing with private affairs or institutions. Your intuition won’t let you 
down. Act on your gut feelings, and you will avoid a mishap.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Approach any offers you receive with an 
open mind. It’s important to ask questions and decipher whether 
someone is exaggerating or giving you the straight facts. You can make 
physical changes that will add to your appeal. Romance is favored. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Enjoy getting together with people you ha-
ven’t seen for some time. Attending a reunion will give you insight into 
how well you are doing in comparison with your peers. A last-minute 
physical change will disappoint you. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Live in the moment. Make plans to do some-
thing that is energetic, playful, and challenging. Show off, and you’ll 
receive attention. Any negative feedback you receive will be because of 
jealousy. Be yourself, and have fun. Love and romance are highlighted.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Ask questions, take notes, and figure out 
what you need to know before making a decision or change. Don’t give 
in to anyone putting demands on you. Do something enjoyable with a 
friend or loved one.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take time out to do something you enjoy. 
Learn something that will help you recognize new ways to put your 
skills to use. Your experience will be encouraging and give you hope for 
achieving greater success. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make your surroundings more suitable for 
a project you want to take on. An idea you share with a good friend or 
partner can be taken to the next level if you don’t let emotional differ-
ences get in the way. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t trust anyone to do your job for 
you. You’ll be misled or give someone the wrong impression if you aren’t 
careful. Make changes that will help improve your look and attitude.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take time out to read, gather informa-
tion, or have a heart-to-heart discussion with someone you love. Offer-
ing compliments and positive solutions will bring the best results. Ask 
questions, avoid judging others, and be receptive to suggestions. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Go over your financial situation. Put 
a plan together that will help you boost your income. Explore new 
outlets to market your talents and services. Love is in the stars, and 
romance is encouraged.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Stick close to home. Avoid dealing with 
institutions and negative individuals who bring you down. Participate 
in an event that you can enjoy with a friend or loved one. Offer positive 
input and plenty of laughter.
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By JAKE MOSBACH
jacob-mosbach@uiowa.edu

It won’t face a Big Ten 
foe, but this weekend, the 
Hawkeye baseball team 
(19-19) is set to host a 
three-game series with 
Kansas State (19-22), with 
the Hawks looking to dis-
tance themselves from a 
.500 record for the first 
time this season.

The first game is slated 
for a 6:05 p.m. first pitch at 
Banks Field today. 

Hawkeye head coach Rick 
Heller recalled the pair’s 
meeting last season, a 5-4 
Wildcat victory in Iowa’s 
season-opener, and said 
Kansas State’s style hasn’t 
significantly changed.

“We’ve got a decent feel 
for their team,” Heller 
said earlier in the week. 
“They’ve got quite a few 
good guys. We have a de-
cent feel for their style of 
play, but it’s going to be no 
different than a Big Ten se-
ries, and that’s how we’re 
going to play it.”

Despite the game not be-
ing Big Ten competition, the 
players know that any week-
end series is an opportunity 
to pick up valuable wins.

“You’ve got to treat ev-
ery game like it’s a Big Ten 
game,” freshman pitcher 
Shane Ritter said. “In base-
ball, anything is possible. 
Any team can beat anyone. 
You’ve just got to play your 
game and play as hard as 
you can.”

As has been the trend, 
Hawkeye sophomore right-
hander C.J. Eldred (2-5, 
3.05 ERA) will be today’s 
starter. He’ll face Wildcat 
lefty hurler Parker Rigler 
(2-6, 4.81 ERA).

Hawkeye left-hander Ry-
an Erickson (1-1, 3.97 ERA) 
will take to the hill on Sat-
urday at 2:05 p.m., with se-
nior righty Calvin Mathews 
(0-3, 7.16 ERA) closing out 
the weekend at 1:05 p.m. on 
May 1.

Coming into the contest, 
the Hawks are batting 
.268 as a team, compared 
to .292 for the Wildcats. 
The seemingly low team 

average has been an issue 
in recent weeks.

In the Hawks’ most re-
cent victory, a 3-0 defeat of 
Grand View on Tuesday, the 
bats went cold once again. 
Heller said the production 
at the plate has to improve 
if the team is to become a 
legitimate threat.

“On the offensive side, 
it wasn’t our best perfor-
mance,” Heller said. “I was 
a little bit disappointed 
with the quality of the at-
bats we had up and down 
the lineup … we found a 
way to win the game but 
didn’t do much after that.”

Originally, the Hawkeyes 

had been scheduled for 
a contest on Wednesday 
against Nebraska-Omaha; 
weather canceled the game. 

While it was a missed 
opportunity for the team 
to pick up another mid-
week win, junior third 
baseman Mason McCoy 
said the cancellation gave 
the team another day to 
find the missing pieces to 
the offensive puzzle.

“[The cancellation] helps 
a lot, obviously,” he said. 
“We need to work on getting 
some things done defen-
sively, get some of our cuts 
in offensively … I think it’ll 
make a big difference.”

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

The Iowa softball team has only 
notched three Big Ten wins, 10 out-
side conference play. As the Hawks 
head on the road to Champaign, Il-
linois, racking up a few more con-
ference wins should be their goal.

In fact, the Hawkeyes are also 
1-13 on the road. A win or two in 
today’s double-head-
er (rescheduled be-
cause of the weekend 
weather forecast) 
is not only a must 
but will hopefully 
build momentum 
for the team if it 
heads to the Big 
Ten Tournament.

Iowa owns a 21-
16 advantage in the all-time se-
ries against the Illini. Illinois took 
2-of-3 games from the Hawks last 
season at Pearl Field. The Hawks 
took the first contest, 15-7, in five 
innings, before the Illini took the 
second and third games.

Illinois is 28-19 overall, 7-10 
mark in conference play. Seven of 
Illinois’ players are hitting above 
.300; sophomore infielder Annie 
Fleming leads the team with a .353 
clip in 47 of Illinois’ games this 
season. Junior Breanna Wonderly 
leads the team with a 3.20 ERA 
and a 12-9 record in the circle.

Hawks hope for offensive bounce Softball 
hunts 
victories

Grand View infielder Johnny Herrera sprints to first base during the Iowa-Grand View game at Banks Field on Tuesday. The 
Vikings committed 4 errors and were defeated by the Hawkeyes, 3-0. (The Daily Iowan/Alex Kroeze) 

Hoffman
senior

DRAKE RELAYS

SEE SOFTBALL, 5

Iowa freshman Carter Lilly runs past a Nebraska runner during the 4x800 relay during the Drake Relays on April 24, 2015. The 2016 Relays will run through the weekend. (The Daily Iowa/File Photo)

TRACKSTERS PUMPED 
UP FOR DRAKE 

By ADAM HENSLEY | adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye men’s track and field team has traveled to 
Des Moines for one of Iowa’s biggest sports events of the year, 
the Drake Relays.

Competition for the 107th running of the event began 
Thursday; it will end on Saturday.

The Hawks have their eyes on what could be their 53rd 
event title at the Relays; the first came in 1923.

“The goal is to win the Hy-Vee Cup,” Iowa Director of Track 
and Field Joey Woody said. “We’ll have a lot of really good op-
portunities for us to come [away] with hopefully some flags 
and get some victory laps.”

Coming in at 22nd in the national rankings, the Hawkeyes 
bring speed and strength in both relays and individual events.

By CONNOR SINDBERG | connor-sindberg@uiowa.edu

When talking to track and field fans across the state, 
the conversation often ends up at the Drake Relays, and 
Thursday through Saturday, the Hawkeyes will get their 
chances to impress fans in plenty of events.

Three events fans should be eager to see are the 400 
meters, 1,600-meter relay, and the sprint medley, and Iowa 
Director of Track and Field Joey Woody is confident the 
women’s team will bring its best.

“We believe we’re going to put together relays that 
are going to be competing to win a lot of the relays,” he 
said. “The 4x1 and the 4x4, we’re ranked really high, 
and then the sprint medleys are probably our three best 
chances to win.”

SEE W TRACK, 5SEE M TRACK, 5

Drake Relays

When: Today and 
Saturday, all day

Where: Des Moines
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