
By MADELINE MURPHY SMITH 
madeline-m-smith@uiowa.edu

A tale of survival, recovery and ac-
ceptance related to depression could 
have been truncated by a jump out a 
bedroom window.

However, Jordan Burnham, eight 
years after his suicide attempt, was 
able to share his story of dealing with 
anxiety, depression, and a drinking 
problem to a crowd of University of Io-
wa students Wednesday evening at the 
Pomerantz Center.

Burnham, a public speaker, said he 
travels around the country educating 
young adults on mental-health issues, 
things everyone goes through — a bad 
breakup, having a tough time in school, 
or parents getting a divorce. These are 
different from mental-health disorders, 
which include depression, anxiety, and 
schizophrenia. 

“One out of four college students have 

By KENDREW PANYANOUVONG
kendrew-panyanouvong@uiowa.edu

After the Iowa City School Board 
recently unanimously reapproved a 
bus system that al-
lows families to pay 
for seating on school 
buses for their chil-
dren, School Board 
officials are trying 
to expand interest in 
the program.

The pay-to-ride 
bus system is avail-
able to all students, 
but it is limited to 
capacity depending on the exist-
ing route or stop. The reintroduced 
program is provided on space avail-
able, time available, first-come, 
first-serve basis for open seats.

“We’ve had the pay-to-ride sys-
tem in place for several years now,” 
said Craig Hansel, the district chief 
financial officer. “It offers an oppor-
tunity for parents who don’t qualify 
for mandatory busing for a fee to 
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By GAGE MISKIMEN
gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

Attendance was mixed at a lo-
cal community meeting designed 
to attract more University of Iowa 
student involvement 
with city issues.

A couple of Iowa 
City city councilors 
came together with 
members of the com-
munity for a listen-
ing post Wednesday 
afternoon at the 
University Capitol 
Center.

UI student Nicole 
Neal, the UI Student Government 
City Council liaison, said she sug-
gested to the council the event 
be held at the University Capitol 
Center because it’s more welcom-
ing to students.

“It’s a really great opportunity 
to have conversation with council-
ors in a relaxed environment,” she 
said. “It’s an opportunity for coun-
cilors to interact with citizens in 
the area.”

Housing 
woes top 
concerns

Help is out there, speaker says
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Motivational speaker Jordan Burnham tells his story of survival, recovery, and acceptance in the Pomerantz Center on Wednes-
day. In 2012, Burnham was presented with the Emerging Humanitarian Award from former NFL player Nnamdi Asomugha and 
the Asomugha Foundation. (The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)

By CINDY GARCIA  |  cindy-garcia@uiowa.edu

The largest department in the University of Iowa Col-
lege of Liberal Arts & Sciences is one step closer to 
receiving a state-of-art teaching and research space.

The state Board of Regents’ Property and Facilities 
Committee agreed to recommend to the full board that it 
approve a $33.5 million, 34,795-square-foot facility for the 

Psychological and Brain Sciences Department.
According to regents’ documents, the new building 

would include two general-assignment classrooms, stu-
dent learning commons, research laboratories, offices and 
conference rooms, and the department office for Psycholog-
ical and Brain Sciences. 

PSYCHOLOGY MAY 
GET NEW FACILITY

Seashore Hall is seen on Wednesday. Seashore, which originally housed  the University Hospital in 1899, might be partially razed if  the regents approve a new psychology facility. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)

SEE FACILITY, 3A
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Local artist Thomas Agran’s “Help Color Washington Street” is seen on Wednesday. The interactive public-art project will be around until the streetscape update 
to Washington Street is complete. (The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)

Cuisine meets iPads in IC

Local panel eyes climate plans

By TOM ACKERMAN
thomas-ackerman@uiowa.edu

With the tap of an iPad, 
Iowa City residents can 
start to see changes in 
their restaurant options.

Bashu, a new Chinese 
restaurant,121 N. Linn 
St., has a new way of or-
dering and paying for food 
— through technology. 

Customers have the 
option to order and pay 
for through food on iP-
ads, which Iowa City 
retail officials say is be-
coming a more popular 
option. The restaurant 
first opened its doors to 
the public in late March, 
though a full menu has 
recently been introduced.

“Students like new 
stuff,” owner Cheng 
Zhang said. “If I were 
a student here, I would 
rather sit down and be 
able to play with an iPad 
than order from a tradi-
tional menu.” 

Zhang said the meth-
od is popular in Chi-

na, so he was excited 
to see the availability 
from his bank when 
he opened up the shop, 
which cooks traditional 
Chinese cuisine. 

He said the method 
saves paper, time, and, 
ultimately, money. While 
Chinese students study-
ing in Iowa City are of-
ten used to this type of 
payment if they have 
lived in China, American 
students can be initially 
curious, Zhang said.

“Sometimes [Amer-
icans] have a reaction 
that’s like, ‘What’s this?’ 
Some people think it’s 
pretty interesting,” he 
said. “I’ve never had had 
anyone who wants the 
paper menu instead.”

Nate Kaeding, the 
Downtown District re-
tail development direc-
tor, said the method is 
becoming more common, 
but many residents still 
prefer to order from a 
physical menu.

“Different restau-

rants have different 
takes,” he said. “It’s a 
more efficient method, 
but some residents have 
a visceral view of hav-
ing a real menu.

“It’s all about the type 
of experience the restau-
rant wants to have for 
its customers.” 

He also said imple-
menting technology in-
to the restaurant busi-
ness is also a good way 
to track aggregate data, 
such as what food is get-
ting ordered most.

“They might have got-
ten a cheeseburger, but 
they also might have 
looked at a chicken-sal-
ad option first,” he said. 
“You see a lot of custom-
ers looking over their 
shoulder to see what oth-
er people got.”

Zhang said he hopes to 
add photos to the menu 
soon, and he is working 
with his bank to work 
out the details. This is 
another benefit to the 
way of ordering, he said.

“It’s all about the 
type of experience the 
restaurant wants to 
have for their custom-
ers,” Kaeding said. 

For many customers, 
like those from China, 
the advent of the iPad 
makes Iowa City feel a 
little more like home.

“Chinese students are 
somewhat of a small 
group on campus,” said 
Jack Wei, who had lunch 
at Bashu on Wednesday. 
“It’s really convenient. 
The program shows the 
favorite options, and you 
can also choose what you 
like specifically.” 

Kaeding said he 
wouldn’t be surprised if 
at some point more tech-
nological ways of ordering 
and paying for food be-
came popular in Iowa City. 

“You never know. Tech-
nology is moving fast,” 
he said. “Companies are 
looking to track data and 
be efficient. This could 
be a good way for restau-
rants to do that.”

By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

Through policy and 
practice, local experts 
showed that climate 
change is being ad-
dressed at the federal, 
state, and local levels.

The student organi-
zation Iowa NextGen 
Climate hosted a panel 
discussion on Wednesday 
as a part of Earth Week. 
NextGen Climate is a 
national, nonpartisan 
political-action commit-
tee with a goal of gener-
ating 50 percent of U.S. 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Panelists included 
Craig Just, a Univer-
sity of Iowa assistant 
professor of civil and 
environmental engi-
neering, David Oster-
berg, UI a clinical pro-
fessor of occupational & 
environmental health, 
and Brenda Nations, 
the Iowa City sustain-
ability coordinator.

Each of the panelists 
discussed what their 
work and research is 
progressing in relation 
to climate change.

Just spoke about the 
Iowa Watershed Ap-
proach, a $96.9 million 
program to improve re-
silience for Iowa commu-
nities that are at risk of 
being damaged by floods.

“Rainstorms are be-
coming more extreme 
and more frequent in Io-
wa; we’re already seeing 
that,” Just said. “We’re 
going to see floods more 
and more often if climate 
change isn’t mitigated.” 

Osterberg’s presen-
tation focused on more 
of a federal approach. 
He discussed the Clean 
Power Plan, a piece of 
legislation that requires 
all states to reduce their 
carbon-dioxide emissions 
from power plants by 32 
percent by 2030.

Osterberg said Io-
wa has almost already 
achieved this; it gets 
31 percent of its energy 
from wind. In addition to 
this, he said, a large re-
gional energy company, 
MidAmerican, recently 
committed to investing 
$3.6 billion into further 
increasing its wind en-
ergy, with the hopes to 
bring Iowa’s wind energy 
up to 40 percent. 

This is also helping 
to achieve NextGen Cli-
mate’s goals, he said.

“We got to do things 
fast; we got to do some 
things to mitigate what’s 
coming,” Osterberg said. 
“You also have to think 
about 50 by 30, and you 
can get there, because 
Iowa is proving you can 
get there.”

Nations concluded the 
panel with describing 
how Iowa City is mitigat-
ing and adapting to cli-
mate change on a local 
level. The city was re-
cently given a 4-STAR 
rating in sustainability, 
which, Nations said, in-
dicates where the city 
is doing well and where 
it can improve in terms 
of sustainability. 

“The city has been go-
ing along with assess-
ments and seeing where 
we’re weak and where we 
can do better and plan-

ning to eliminate those 
things,” Nations said.

She said the city is 
committed to mitigat-
ing climate change and 
working toward sus-
tainability in a number 
of ways. For example, 
getting buildings cer-
tified as “Leadership 
in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design” and 
installing LED lights 
wherever possible. 

Another example of 
the city’s commitment is 
through Iowa City Mayor 
Jim Throgmorton joining 
the Compact of Mayors. 
This three-year pro-
gram requires the city 
to report emissions and 
create a climate-action 
plan to achieve reduction 
goals. These plans and 
goals are still in the pro-
cess of being established.

UI Professor Craig Just talks about the Iowa Watershed Approach at the Office of Sustainability on Wednesday. The meeting 
talked about the effects of climate change in Iowa. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit) 
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Neal said the goal of 
events like this are to 
get more student input, 
but anyone is welcome.

“It can be hard at 
times to get student in-
put at the City Coun-
cil meetings so this is 
a great opportunity for 
students to voice their 
concerns,” she said. 

Councilors John 
Thomas and Pauline 
Taylor attended the 
meeting. The last event 
of this kind took place 
on April 1. 

“Our intent of these 
listening posts is to sim-
ply listen to what the 
community has to say,” 
Taylor said.

She said the goal of 
the listening post is to 
switch sides and let the 
community’s voice be 
heard.

Throughout the two-
hour event, handfuls of 
people came and went 
from the conference 
room on the second floor 
of the center. Numerous 
issues were discussed, 
including concerns 
about affordable hous-
ing, transportation, and 
a variety of other issues. 

Issues with housing, 
such as affordable hous-
ing in the Iowa City 
area, was the main dis-
cussion brought up by 
members of the commu-
nity. Affordable housing 
is also one of the main 
topics in the council’s 
Strategic Plan.

Nancy Bird, the execu-
tive director of the Iowa 
City Downtown District, 
said housing is critical 
and Iowa City isn’t alone 
in this.-

“There are a lot of 
towns in the same situ-
ations,” she said. “There 
are a lot of things that 
can be changed to ad-
dress this. A shortage in 

housing is an issue here, 
and no matter what kind 
of housing it is, we just 
need more of it.”

Neal said affordable 
housing is an issue that 
affects students more 
than people realize.

“The affordable 
housing issue is some-
thing we’ve heard a lot 
about,” she said. “It af-
fects students as well 
as other members of 
the community.”

Jake Simpson, the 
UISG City Council vice 
liaison, said predatory 
landlords are a key prob-
lem when looking at the 
housing issue in the city.

“I think students are 
taken advantage of by 
landlords a lot, and 
that’s just wrong,” he 
said.

Thomas said the stu-
dent housing population 
was not a part of the 
original affordable hous-

ing analysis, but it will 
be.

“My feeling is we need 
to at least look at it from 
the standpoint of Io-
wa City or even further 
than that, grasping the 
larger picture,” he said.

Thomas said he is rel-
atively new to Iowa City 
because he is from the San 
Francisco Bay Area, and 
he said his understand-
ing of Iowa City is still ex-
panding exponentially.

“There is a lot of talk 
in Iowa City about eco-
nomic development and 
partly because of my 
background, the founda-
tion for me is how can we 
make Iowa City a place 
we can truly care about 
and if we can accomplish 
that within our daily 
lives and in new projects 
that take place, the rest 
will take care of itself,” 
he said. “People will be 
attracted to this place.”

transport their children 
to school.”

Under Iowa Code 
258.1, students from 
grades K-8 that live 
more than 2 miles and 
students grades 9-12 
living more than 3 miles 
from school must be 
provided bus transpor-
tation to their school. 
The pay-to-ride bus 
system eliminates that 
factor, giving the chance 
for parents to receive 
transportation for their 
families who live closer 
than those regulations 

for a fixed rate.
In January, the School 

Board moved to elimi-
nate discretionary bus-
ing or free transporta-
tion for students who 
live within two or three 
miles of their respectful 
schools, because of the 
lack of funding from the 
state.

“Because of under-
funding of education we 
have to find ways to con-
tinue to focus our dollars 
in the classroom,” School 
Board Vice President 
Brian Kirschling said. 
“Right now, we’re looking 
to see how many parents 
choose to enroll their 
child in the system.”

The pay-to-ride bus 

system was re-evaluated 
and reapproved in re-
sponse.

The state of Iowa 
ranks 35th in the nation 
in education spending 
per pupil, approximately 
$1,600 below the nation-
al average. 

The district has found 
it difficult to further pro-
vide discretionary busing 
at no cost for any longer, 
Kirschling said.

Currently, the School 
District provides dis-
cretionary busing to 34 
areas that have safety 
concerns. Safety factors 
have become prominent 
in the School Board’s 
decision when providing 
discretionary busing, 

with some students in 
the district facing socio-
economic and other bar-
riers, such as highways 
and no sidewalks.

But Kirschling said 
parents have insisted 
on paying for transpor-
tation after the board 
decided to cut off discre-
tionary busing, becoming 
income-sensitive for par-
ents who live fewer than 
two or three miles.

“One of the reasons we 
have really pushed the 
pay-to-ride system is be-
cause people who are not 
legally obligated to pro-
vide busing to, we’re fine 

with providing busing 
that they’re just going to 
pay for,” he said.

With the goal to in-
crease access to edu-
cation for elementa-
ry students who have 
transportation barriers, 
the primary focus aims 
at improving the overall 
attendance and reduce 
tardies for students.

School Board Presi-
dent Chris Lynch, said 
the board thinks there 
will be an increase in uti-
lization of the program 
for next year.

“We’re trying to fully 
utilize bus capacity,” he 

said. “If there’s room on 
the bus, we’re going to 
take the kids.”

Families of students 
who receive seats on 
their desired bus route 
and stop will be charged 
a one-time fee of $518; 
families of students who 
are eligible for free-re-
duced lunch will pay 
$318. Families of stu-
dents who qualify for 
free lunch pay nothing.

Applications for parents 
wanting to enroll their 
children in the pay-to-
ride system by next school 
year are due on June 1.

a mental-health disorder 
but don’t seek help,” he 
said.

Burnham started in-
ternalizing his depres-
sion after moving to a 
different town when 
his father got a new job 
when he was in seventh 
grade. He said he was go-
ing to school with “fake 
laughs and fake smiles” 

to hide his depression.
When he was 16, he 

went to a therapist for the 
first time and was diag-
nosed with depression.

“Anyone at any given 
time can feel depressed 
during their life — but 
for the most part, they 
know why they’re de-
pressed,” he said. “For 
me, dealing with depres-
sion, it’s not whether I’ll 
wake up with depression 
or not, it’s the level of my 
depression that day.” 

Burnham attempted 

suicide his senior year of 
high school by jumping 
out of his bedroom win-
dow after his father found 
a duffle bag of alcohol he 
had hidden in his car. He 
broke several bones in his 
body and was given fewer 
than 24 hours to live.

“When my dad found my 
alcohol, it was a trigger 
for me that I didn’t belong 
here anymore,” he said. 
“It’s not that I wanted to 
die — I wanted the part of 
me with depression to die.” 

UI sophomore Alenah 

Luthens said she came to 
the event to hear Burn-
ham deliver a new per-
spective dealing with 
mental illness. 

“Sometimes you think 
certain problems might 
seem small, but some is-
sues aren’t so small — 
they’re big issues for peo-
ple,” she said.

Luthens said it’s im-
portant to have events on 
campus to raise aware-
ness about mental-health 
problems because if any-
one can relate to the is-

sues Burnham brings to 
light, students will know 
“they’re not the only one.” 

UI senior Julia Erick-
son, who as working at 
the Crisis Center booth 
outside the event, said 
she had read a lot about 
Burnham before attend-
ing his event. 

“It’s important for peo-
ple to know there is help 
out there, and mental 
health doesn’t have to be a 
struggle,” she said. “I hope 
people will learn that it 
does get better, and Jordan 

has an awesome story that 
will resonate with people.”

Burnham ended his 
lecture by addressing the 
state of his current mental 
health in the eight years 
since his suicide attempt. 

“I love my job; there’s 
not a more rewarding job 
than to help people,” he 
said. “Even though I love 
my job — I still have de-
pression. It’s not some-
thing that goes away. I 
still see a therapist. I still 
take medicine. I’ll always 
be in recovery.”

The department is now 
housed in three buildings: 
Seashore Hall, Spence Lab-
oratories of Psychology, and 
the renovated Stuit Hall.

The project would also 
include razing a portion 
of Seashore Hall, 14,300 
square feet, in order to 
connect the new facility 
to Spence, according to re-
gents’ documents.

Rod Lehnertz, the senior 
vice president for Finance 
and Operations, told the re-
gents the demolition would 

take place on the southeast 
wing of Seashore. 

Seashore was construct-
ed in 1898 as the UI’s 
new hospital, and the de-
partment moved into it in 
1930, after the hospital 
had moved across the riv-
er in 1929. Plans to raze 
the entire building will be 
considered after the new 
building is built. 

“Since 1930, it’s been 
used for the function it was 
not built for, for psychology 
in the 1930s,” Lehnertz said 
at the meeting.

Although 76,000 square 
feet would be removed 
from campus, Lehnertz 
emphasized the new build-

ing would enable greater 
interdisciplinary work 
and new teaching and re-
search methods.

A previous proposal to 
modernize Seashore and its 
surroundings was pushed 
back by the regents in Sep-
tember 2014. The Daily 
Iowan previously reported 
the regents took issue with 
its adherence to the aca-
demic and economic goals 
of the ongoing TIER effi-
ciency review, given its cost.

Lehnertz also updat-
ed the regents on the UI’s 
plans for a new art mu-
seum. He said additional 
feasibility study on campus 
would take place regard-

ing the new location of the 
museum, which would be 
south of the Main Library 
or in Gibson Square. 

“We are very confident 
that the site satisfies the 
needs — actually numer-
ous needs on our campus 
for this project,” he said.

Lehnertz said it would 
be beneficial to create co-
operation with the library, 
which received more than 
1 million visitors in the 
past year because of mod-
ernization on its main floor.

“I think that’s just 
great,” Regent Milt Da-
kovich said. “That is just 
a win-win for everybody. 
It’s excellent.”

FACILITY
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A stairwell in Seashore Hall is seen on Wednesday. A UI proposal would build a new fa-
cility for the psychology department with up-to-date technology replacing holes in the 
wall. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)
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The bill would endanger Americans

The collective response by Americans (in gov-
ernment and out of it) to the attacks on 9/11 has 
always been complicated. At no point since the 
attacks has there been a unanimous opinion on 
how our government ought to handle the after-
math of the horrifying event.

Even time may not ever heal the wounds of 
9/11, but the United States has slowly returned 
to normal. It is a new normal, to be sure, a nor-
mal in which citizens are on higher alert and 
the risk of racial profiling is increased, but a 
normal nonetheless.

The proposed legislation that would allow 
the Saudi government to be held responsible 
for any role in the 9/11 terrorist attacks in U.S. 
courts may provide some clarity and comfort to 
the families of 9/11 victims, but it may cause 
more harm than good.

As horrific as the events of 9/11 were and con-
tinue to be, in many ways, the world is a more 
dangerous place than it was 15 years ago. For 
U.S. citizens overseas, against whom the Saudi 
government has made threats, the passing of 
this legislation could prove very dangerous.

President Obama has said that he would veto 
the bill because the safety of these individuals 
may be put in jeopardy by passing the legisla-
tion, it is unwise to do so; I agree. In fact, ac-
cording to the New York Times, officials from 
both parties have indicated that pursuing this 
legislation could prove problematic for U.S. cit-
izens diplomatically and financially. And while 
economists have doubted the legitimacy of Sau-
di Arabia’s threats, they cannot be dismissed.

Perhaps even more important to note, there 
has been bipartisan questioning lately of the 
strength of U.S.-Saudi relations. So rather 
than force the Saudi’s hand in this delicate re-
lationship, it would behoove the U.S. to avoid, 
at least during this combative time, pushing 
the limits of those diplomatic relationships. 
The United States’ partnerships with Middle 
Eastern countries have proven important over 
the past few years as ISIS and other terrorist 
organizations have grown in prominence.

While the question will remain — at least 
for the time being — of Saudi Arabia’s in-
volvement in the 9/11 plot, blocking this leg-
islation will keep the door closed on further 
trauma and terrorization of U.S. citizens.

The bill, after all, is not the legislation 
that should be used to prove to 9/11 victims’ 
families that the U.S. government cares 
about them and has not forgotten them. 
There are other bills — such as the Zadroga 
Act, about which I have previously written 
— that will go a longer way in proving to 
the American public that the federal gov-
ernment is pursuing justice.

It is obviously important to do everything 
in the government’s power to bring peace to 
those affected by 9/11, but it is not right to 
do so at the risk of endangering other Amer-
icans — even if that risk is small.

— Joe Lane
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EDITORIAL POLICY

STAFF

Should Congress allow the 
families of 9/11 victims to 

sue Saudi Arabia?

COLUMN

The state Board of Re-
gents met Wednesday 
and will meet again to-
day to elect the board 
president and president 
pro tem. Current Pres-
ident Bruce Rastetter 
and President Pro Tem 
Katie Mulholland seek 
re-election, although it is 
necessary for the regents 
to elect a new president.

Specifically, the re-
gents should elect one of 
the regents who did not 
have a part in meeting 
with Bruce Harreld in-
dividually before all the 
regents selected him. 

Rastetter, a self-made 
millionaire, gave more 
than $160,000 to Gov. 
Terry Branstad’s 2010 
campaign. The following 
year, Branstad appoint-
ed him to the regents. 
According to Politico, 
Rastetter was the big-
gest GOP donor in Iowa, 
as of March of 2015, and 
has also earned the nick-
name as “kingmaker,” in 
response to his tenden-
cy to back candidates in 
various campaigns who 
end up winning, as it 
was with UI President 
Harreld.

Clearly, Rastetter has 
political clout, and it 
doesn’t seem too far off 
to draw the conclusion 
that this is due to his 
wealth. Whether this 
sort of player is appro-
priate for working with 
a government whose role 
is to serve its people is a 
discussion for a different 
column. This is not the 
sort of person, however, 
who we want continuing 
to make decisions that 
directly affect Iowa’s 
public universities.

It is noteworthy to re-
member that previous 
Regent President Craig 
Lang was reappointed 
by Gov. Terry Brans-

tad, but Lang was then 
blocked from being rein-
stated by the Iowa Sen-
ate. Clearly, Rastetter 
isn’t the beginning of 
potentially shady deal-
ings occurring between 
the regents and the gov-
ernor. And I don’t be-
lieve this has anything 
to do with the party 
differences between the 
Democratic Senate and 
the Republican governor 
and regent president. 
Backroom political deals 
can occur and have hap-
pened with both parties, 
and laying blame on one 
or the other isn’t going 
to solve the problem of 
having the state’s pub-
lic universities run by 
people who are more 
concerned with making 
a profit and running a 
business than further-
ing higher education. 

For example, in 2011, 
Rastetter pushed for a 
partnership between 
Iowa State University 
and AgriSol, one of his 
companies, to turn up 
to 800,000 acres of land 
in Tanzania into land 
for grain and livestock. 
Experts warned against 
doing this, because it 
would disenfranchise the 
area’s local farmers. Ras-
tetter, however, would 
have made a large profit 
from the project through 
his company. Whom the 
project was meant to 
serve besides him is up 
for question. Either way, 
his actions in this matter 
violated the regents’ con-
flict-of-interest policy. 

Rastetter has been ei-
ther the president pro 
tem or president since 
2011. His actions have 
been more destructive 
than beneficial to the 
principles of higher ed-
ucation, and it’s the re-
gents’ responsibility to 
recognize this and not re-
elect him. It’s time for a 
new voice to lead the re-
gents — who do, indeed, 
run public higher edu-
cation in Iowa — a voice 
that can lead the state’s 
public universities to a 
better future instead of 
holding them back.

STACEY MURRAY  Editor-in-Chief 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Celebrating COGS 
after 20 years of 
service

As former officers, organizers, 
and rank-and-file members of 
UE Local 896-COGS, we were 
thrilled and proud this weekend 
to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the contract that first won 
graduate-student employees health 
insurance, guaranteed salary in-
creases, and the right to have a say 
in the terms of their employment.

Graduate teaching assistants 
then and now provide the bulk 
of the undergraduate instruction 
at the UI, but their work has not 
always been recognized as such. 
Prior to COGS, graduate-stu-
dent employees had no health 
insurance, no tuition waivers, 
and no grievance procedures for 
resolving employment-related 
problems. COGS changed all that.

What started as a local 
Campaign to Organize Graduate 
Students found a union home 
with the United Electrical, Radio, 
and Machine Workers (UE), an 
independent, historically pro-
gressive, democratic, worker-led 

union with roots going back to 
the 1930s. Through our affiliation 
with UE, its nationwide member-
ship, and experienced staff, we 
gained organizing expertise and 
a sense of solidarity with workers 
everywhere, as we learned that 
workplace issues are not so differ-
ent from the classroom to the 
factory floor.

UE-COGS members have gone 
on to successful careers both 
in and out of academia and the 
labor movement, and we have 
carried the lessons we learned 
there into the rest of our lives.

As the UI faces anew the 
threats of budget shortfalls and 
an administration that wants to 
“spread the peanut butter” even 
more unevenly across campus, 
the need to organize and fight 
back remains. There is power 
in a union, and we believe in 
the power of UE-COGS to make 
clear yet again that the UI works 
because we do.

Signed,

Laura Crossett, M.F.A. Nonfiction 
Writing 2003, Nat Godley, Ph.D. 

History 2006, Mike Innis-Jiménez, 

Ph.D. History 2006, Heather 
Miyano Kopelson, Ph.D. History 

2008, Kathleen Lyons, M.A. 
English 2003 ,Michael Marchman, 

M.A. Geography 2003, John W. 
McKerley, Ph.D. History 2008, Josh 

Pederson, Ph.D. Communication 
Studies 2014, Julie Schmid, Ph.D. 

English 2000 

Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month

April is Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month. This year’s campaign 
focuses on ways that individuals, 
communities, and the private 
sector can help prevent sexual 
violence. One in 5 women and 1 
in 33 men are victims of sexual 
assault, but all of us are affected 
by sexual violence. 

Everyone understands that 
sexual violence affects victims 
and their families, but the effects 
of this violent crime on communi-
ties and society are less obvious. 
Sexual violence creates a climate 
of fear, anger, and/or disbelief 
in the workplaces, campuses, 
and communities that it occurs 
in. Additionally, sexual violence 
generates criminal justice, medi-

cal, and crisis and mental-health 
service expenses. Perhaps most 
damaging are the lost contribu-
tions of survivors. 

Preventing such a far-reaching 
and prevalent social issue as 
sexual violence may seem over-
whelming or even impossible. The 
mentality that implies there isn’t a 
solution — or if there is, we can’t 
achieve it — but we can, and we 
are. There are many practical steps 
that are being taken in our homes, 
neighborhoods, schools, faith 
communities, and workplaces. But 
there are many more things we 
can do to promote safety, respect, 
and accountability. 

Prevention starts with 
challenging victim-blaming and 
believing survivors. Individuals 
can model supportive relation-
ships and behaviors, call out 
harmful attitudes, and challenge 
the societal acceptance of rape. 
Communities and businesses can 
take action to implement policies 
that promote safety, respect, and 
equality. You can learn more at 
www.nsvrc.org/saam.

Natalie Halverson, Hawkeye 
alumna

    Congress is considering bipartisan legislation that would allow the families of Americans killed in 
terrorist attacks in the U.S. to sue anyone or any entity involved, even foreign governments. If Saudi 

Arabia was involved in the 9/11 attacks, should U.S. citizens be allowed to sue it?

If Saudis are culpable, hold them accountable 

International diplomacy is and will always 
be a complicated issue given the multitude of 
interests that need to be balanced. The mainte-
nance of foreign interest is an inescapable part 
of modern life given the presence of globaliza-
tion. No country exists in a vacuum, but it is the 
role of government to act in the interests of the 
American people. 

Often, the careful balancing of foreign in-
terests results in boons for the American con-
stituency, but at times, there are moments of 
contention in which foreign interests appears 
to oppose American interests. Such is the case 
with the possibility of Congress enacting a bill 
that would allow U.S citizens to sue the Saudi 
Arabian government for involvement in the ter-
rorist attacks on 9/11.

The release of classified 28 pages in a con-
gressional investigation more than a decade old 
that may provide evidence of Saudi culpabili-
ty has become intertwined with the potential 
bill that has so far received bipartisan support. 
However, the call to make these pages available 
to the public and movement forward with this 
legislation may have far-reaching ramifica-
tions. Rising escalations between the U.S and 
Saudi Arabia poses the threat of the Saudi Ara-
bian government withdrawing some $750 bil-
lion worth of investments as well as potential 
adverse treatment of Americans abroad, both 
civilians and members of our military.

The benefits of holding Saudi Arabia respon-
sible for any possible wrongdoing are not as tan-
gible as the potential drawbacks. At the same 
time, the beneficial nature of an act does not 
need to be tangible, nor does its intangibility 
detract from its necessity. The litany of mov-
ing parts in any foreign-policy decision is not 
cause to ignore a matter of principle. Any and 
all decisions come with consequences that must 
be weighed against the gain for the deciding 
party, and in this situation, the deciding party 
is not the government but the people whose in-
terests are represented by the government. We 
are talking about the families of those who lost 
loved ones on 9/11, and we are talking about 
those who want to see justice carried out.    

Whether we as a nation decide to further ex-
amine the Saudi Arabian government’s involve-
ment in the events on 9/11 will determine if we 
are a country that allows diplomatic interests 
to supersede principle. If the Saudi government 
is found to have been involved in that tragedy, 
then it should be up to the American people to 
decide how they wish to proceed.

The lives that were lost on that day and the 
corresponding loss of peace of mind can not be 
accounted for in monetary amounts. To me, 
pursuing this matter has less to do with tan-
gible punishment that could be levied against 
the Saudi government and more to do with the 
need to make it clear that no entity or institu-
tion is above accountability for its wrongdoing. 

  
— Marcus Brown

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @THEDAILYIOWAN
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Who will win the NBA Wild West?
Golden State

The Warriors, led by reign-
ing MVP Stephen Curry, won 
a record 73 games during 
the regular season. They de-
feated LeBron James and 
the Cavaliers to win last 
year’s championship.

According to Las Vegas’ 
Westgate SuperBook, the 
Warriors’ odds of repeat-
ing as NBA champions are 
5-7, by far the favorites 
over the second best 3-1 
odds for Cleveland.

The Warriors opened the 
playoffs on April 16 as big fa-
vorites over the No. 8 Hous-
ton in a rematch of last year’s 
Western Conference finals. 
After defeating the Rockets 
in the first two games, expect 
the Warriors to cruise to the 
second round.

The only concern is Cur-

ry missed the fourth quar-
ter of Game 1 and sat out 
Game 2 against the Rock-
ets because of a sprained 
ankle he suffered in the 
first game. The good news 
is Tuesday’s MRI revealed 
no structural damage.

The Warriors’ likely sec-
ond-round opponent will be 
the Clippers. Golden State 
finished the regular season 
with a 4-0 record against Los 
Angeles, and the Warriors 
knocked off the Clippers in 
last season’s playoffs.

In the Western Confer-
ence Finals, the Warriors will 
most likely face San Antonio. 
In the regular season, Gold-
en State finished with a 2-1 
record against the Spurs.

If these two teams match 
up, get set for a great series. 
Golden State’s shooting gives 
it the slight edge to knock off 

Tim Duncan and the Spurs.    
— Connor Sindberg

Los Angeles
They may not be the pop-

ular pick around the country, 
they may not even be the 
popular pick in Los Ange-
les, but the Clippers, yes, 
the Clippers, will make the 
Western Conference Finals.

The Clippers have one of 
the most talented rosters in 
the NBA. DeAndre Jordan 
is a beast on the boards and 
in the pick-and-roll. Blake 
Griffin is starting to get his 
feet under him again, and 
the flow with him in the 
lineup is becoming smooth. 
Chris Paul is still the best 
floor general in the game, 
J.J. Redick knocks down ev-
ery open look he gets, and 
Jamal Crawford just won 

his third Sixth Man of the 
Year Award.

It comes down to the con-
tribution they will get from 
two players in the playoffs.

What can the Clippers 
get out of Jeff Green and 
Paul Pierce?

If Pierce can turn back 
the clock and hit a couple 
clutch shots, the Clippers 
become very dangerous. If 
Green plays up to his 17 
points per game potential, 
Los Angeles is all of a sud-
den a complete team.

Green has averaged more 
than 15 points per game 
four separate times and was 
arguably the Celtics’ best 
player in 2014.

He has not played up to 
that potential with the Clip-
pers, but it’s in there some-
where. If he picks his game 
up, the Clippers can shock 

everybody and beat the War-
riors in the second round.

— Blake Dowson

San Antonio
The Spurs will dethrone 

defending champion Golden 
State and claim the Western 
Conference title.

The Warriors have on-
ly lost nine games this 
season and with 3-point 
master Steph Curry lead-
ing the team, it is hard to 
imagine they will lose in a 
seven-game series against 
any kind of competition. 
Fortunately for San An-
tonio, the Spurs have the 
defensive prowess and 
the veteran leadership to 
achieve such a steep task. 

San Antonio boasts the 
NBA’s best defense, holding 
opponents to a league-low 

92.9 points per game.
Leading the defensive 

charge is Defensive Player 
of the Year Kawhi Leon-
ard. Tim Duncan and 
Manu Ginobili not only 
provide San Antonio with 
great defensive play but 
also the precious commod-
ity of playoff experience.

The Spurs’ trio of Dun-
can, Ginobili, and Tony 
Parker came together in 
2002 and ever since then, 
the Spurs have never 
missed the playoffs.

Duncan, Ginobili, and 
Parker have helped bring 
four NBA titles to the Lone 
Star State. Add in Gregg 
Popovich, one of the great-
est head coaches of all-
time, and it’s hard to pick 
against this team.

— Ricardo Ascencio

Tossing his way to prominence
By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Reno Tuufuli is hard 
to miss.

The redshirt freshman 
has left a sizable impression 
on the Hawkeye track team, 
and he’s not done.

The thrower’s motivation 
is simple — to win.

“I hate losing, not just 
to the people I’m compet-
ing against but also the 
rest of the NCAA,” Tuufuli 
said. “When I see that I get 
knocked down in the rank-
ings, it makes me mad and 
motivates me to work harder 
and to focus more and do bet-
ter at meets.”

This weekend, Tuufuli 
and the Hawkeyes will be 
in town for their only home 
meet of the outdoor season. 
Saturday will mark the first 

time fans will see him in ac-
tion in the Iowa City area.

The Las Vegas native cur-
rently leads the Big Ten in 
the discus and sits at fourth 
in the shot put. His mark of 
60.71 meters at the Florida 
Relays leads all freshmen in 
the country and is a strong at 
sixth in the nation. He also 
comes into this weekend at 
33rd nationally in the shot 
put (18.34 meters).

This success was a pleas-
ant surprise for his coach-
es; he started his first com-
petition for the Hawkeyes 
halfway through the in-
door track season.

Now, as his technique 
is beginning to click, he 
owes his success to the 
little details.

“My technique is real-
ly coming along,” Tuufu-
li said. “Lately, I’ve been 

starting to understand it 
more. I’ve become a stu-
dent of the craft. I learned 
how to control my body 
through the whole throw.”

Tuufuli realized that to 
keep improving his marks 
and become one of Iowa’s 
up-and-coming athletes, 
he needed to put his me-
chanics under the micro-
scope to learn from what 
he was doing.

“Before, I would just 
throw and not remember 
anything I did in the ring,” 
he said. “Now, I can point 
out what I do wrong in the 
ring and what I do right. 
The reason I [hit a person-
al record] by 6 meters [in 
the discus at the Florida 
Relays] is because I had 
a technical breakthrough, 
which was great, but I 
was mad at myself for not 

doing it before because it 
was so simple.

“I used to throw as fast 
and strong as I could, 
but now I’m focusing on 
being patient and hitting 
good positions.”

The new approach has 
shown immediate improve-
ment, and his coaches have 
noticed that.

Iowa Director of Track and 
Field Joey Woody knows Tu-
ufuli’s season is shaping up 
to be a great first year.

“He’s just trying to get 
better every meet,” Woody 
said. “He’s used to competing 
at a high level. Ever since 
high school, he’s been on U.S. 
teams. He’s continued to fo-
cus on the next event.”

While his college acco-
lades are racking up by the 
meet, Tuufuli had strong cre-
dentials prior to this season.

In 2015, while redshirting, 
he placed second at the USA 
Track and Field Champi-
onships in the discus (59.06 
meters), then qualified for 
the Pan Am Games.

In high school, he won 
the discus at the U.S. Youth 
National Championships, 
qualifying him for the 2013 

World Youth Champion-
ships. He finished seventh 
representing Team USA.

If his accomplishments 
in high school and his red-
shirt years are a sign of 
things to come, the future 
looks promising for not on-
ly Tuufuli but the Hawkeye 
track and field program.

Iowa thrower Reno Tuufuli warms up at practice with shot put in the Recreation Building 
on March 28. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

POINT/COUNTERPOINT
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“[Snyder] has really 
progressed in the last 13 
days of practice, and I’m 
really excited to see where 
he can go,” defensive coor-
dinator Phil Parker said. 
“He’s not there yet, obvi-
ously, but he’s starting to 
understand it.”

Receiver Jay Scheel
Scheel, now a sopho-

more, was highly touted 

out of high school. He red-
shirted his first year on 
campus and did not record 
a catch in 2015.

A high-school quar-
terback, Scheel has been 
learning the receiver po-
sition the past two years 
and seems to be catching 
on this spring.

Scheel made the play 
of the night when the 
Hawkeyes traveled to 
West Des Moines for prac-
tice on April 8, running 
under a C.J. Beathard 
deep ball for a big gain.

“It’s really the first spring 
we’ve seen him where he 

knew what to do and he was 
well,” offensive coordinator 
Greg Davis said. “He made a 
catch and run the other day, 
I guess Saturday, that was 
really impressive.”

Linebacker Aaron Mends
Mends is another elite 

athlete trying to learn a new 
position at Iowa. At 6-0 and 
212 pounds, Mends is on the 
smaller side for a Big Ten 
linebacker, but his speed 
has the Hawkeye coaching 
staff excited.

“[Mends] is very athlet-
ic,” linebacker coach Seth 

Wallace said. “He moves 
extremely well, he’s very 
explosive, he’s very power-
ful. What Aaron needs to do 
right now is he just needs to 
hone in on a position that’s 
not easy to play.”

Defensive end Matt Nelson
More than a few experts 

out there have pegged Nel-
son as a breakout player. He 
is a towering defensive end 
at 6-8, and the coaches have 
raved about him this spring.

With the loss of Drew 
Ott and Nate Meier to 
graduation, Nelson is sure 

to get plenty of repetitions 
during the fall.

“Matt is really starting 
to come on,” defensive-line 
coach Reese Morgan said. 
“You saw him in the bowl 
game and in the Big Ten 
Championship. He played 
some valuable reps and pro-
vided us with depth.”

Receiver Jerminic Smith
Yes, this makes two re-

ceivers on this list. Smith 
showed flashes as a true 
freshman last year that 
he can be a special play-
er at Iowa. He had 118 

yards receiving against 
Illinois last season, be-
coming the first true 
freshman under Ferentz 
to gain 100 yards receiv-
ing in a single game.

But there is still a long 
way to go in his develop-
ment, as receiver coach 
Bobby Kennedy has 
pointed out.

“You see flashes out 
of him, some really good 
things,” Kennedy said. 
“Because he’s a young 
guy and hasn’t figured it 
out yet, he takes a step 
back. So the growth pro-
cess, it’s ongoing.”

up a whole extra section 
of the playbook. He al-
so showed a capacity to 
throw on the run, anoth-
er valuable and rare skill.

Beathard is still recov-
ering from the surgery 
and as expected, still 
isn’t at 100 percent.

“We haven’t done a 
bunch of quarterback 
draws with him this 
spring, and we haven’t do-
ne a bunch of movement 

throws with him,” Iowa of-
fensive coordinator Greg 
Davis said. “I’ve almost 
forgot what he looks like 
healthy because he was 
hampered the entire year 
last year, but he’ll be fine.”

Jewell as valuable as 
they come

Parker had plenty of 
praise for starting mid-
dle linebacker — and 
permanent team captain 
— Josey Jewell.

He led the team in tack-
les (with 7.5 going for a 
loss) and also had 4 in-

terceptions, including one 
that was returned for a 
touchdown. The coaches 
think extremely highly 
of him, and he personifies 
the culture Parker wants 
his defense to have.

“He’s not perfect on 
every play, but we’re 
excited, just the leader-
ship, the toughness that 
he brings to it, and what 
he demands from every-
body else,” Davis said. 
“By example, that’s what 
he does. He hustles ev-
ery play. He’s going to be 
very aggressive. I know 
the guys see that.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

PLAYERS
CONTINUED FROM 8A

that, but getting runners 
into scoring position has 
also been an issue. The 
team has 17 sacrifice 
bunts this season — only 
5 in the Big Ten — and 5 
sacrifice flies.

In the Hawkeyes’ 
weekend series against 
Wisconsin, numerous 
sacrifice bunts were at-
tempted but only 2 were 
converted, both in a 
game that Iowa won.

Yet another reason 
for Iowa’s difficulties 
bringing runners home 
is its number of strike-
outs. Through 42 games, 
Hawkeye batters have 
struck out 227 times, an 
average of more than 5 
a game.

Batting average: .253
With the exception of 

2014, Iowa has not hit 
this poorly in more than 
a decade. The Hawks 
have hit at least 10 
points higher in almost 
every other season.

Part of the team’s 
low batting average 
may be due to the ab-
sence of Megan Blank 
from the lineup. The 
2015 graduate and 
four-time All-Big Ten 
team member hit .390, 
.437, .361, and .442 
during her career.

Only two Hawkeyes 
this year are hitting 
above .300: Holly Hoff-
man leads the team at 
.339, and Haley Hansel 
hits .333. Hansel, though, 
has had only three at 
-bats. Six Hawkeyes are 
hitting below .200.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A
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By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

With just nine Big Ten 
games left, the Iowa soft-
ball team is rapidly ap-
proaching season’s end.

The Hawkeyes will play 
Penn State at home Fri-
day through April 24 be-
fore heading to Illinois on 
April 29. A nonconference 
game at Iowa State and 
then another series at 
Pearl Field against Min-
nesota will round out the 
Hawkeyes’ season.

Only the top-12 teams 
in the conference ad-
vance to the Big Ten 
Tournament, and Iowa 
has a bit of work to do to 
achieve that.

Record: 12-30 overall / 
2-12 Big Ten

Before its two losses to 

Missouri on Tuesday, Io-
wa sat at No. 175 in the 
NCAA rankings.

In the Big Ten, the 
Hawkeyes are at the 
bottom of the totem pole 
there, too. Rutgers is the 
only team with as few 
conference wins as the 
Hawks but claims the 
spot above Iowa because 
the Scarlet Knights have 
two fewer losses.

If Iowa were to win 
out the rest of the sea-
son, the team could fin-
ish with 22 wins, maybe 
a few more if it were to 
make the Big Ten and 
NCAA Tournaments.

The Hawkeyes have 
finished a season with 
fewer than 26 wins only 
three times since 1986 — 
with two of those coming 
in the last two seasons. 
This season marks the 
third in the row with 30 
or more losses — the first 

time that has happened 
in program history.

Iowa does have a chance 
to make the conference 
tournament. If the Hawks 
could win half of its up-
coming games, it could 
edge Rutgers and Mary-
land for the No. 12 spot, 
because the latter two 
will play each other, and 
both have three-games se-
ries with Michigan at the 
end of the season.

Average Big Ten standing 
in batting categories: 
11.15

Although Iowa has 
boasted a new hitting 
coach, Jake Schumann, 
Iowa still struggles in 
the box and on the bases. 
The Hawkeyes are dead 
last in Big Ten in batting 
average, on-base per-
centage, hits, strikeouts, 

sacrifice bunts, sacrifice 
flies, stolen bases, and 
steal attempts.

Since starting Big Ten 
play, Iowa’s stolen bases 

have slowed down dra-
matically. The team has 
48 total stolen bases, on-
ly 18 in the conference.

Iowa has had an espe-

cially difficult time hit-
ting when there are run-
ners on base. Not only 

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The quarterback is back, the star cornerback 
decided to stay, three of the top four running 
backs returned, and the linebackers are young 
and talented.

The Hawkeyes seem to have a lot of pieces 
in place. That being said, as it is with any 
other year, Kirk Ferentz and the rest of the 
coaching staff will need to get breakout per-
formances from guys who have not yet con-
tributed.

Last year, it was Matt VandeBurg on offense 
and Parker Hesse on defense. There are sev-
eral players this season who seek breakout 

performances and a chance to show their stuff.

Safety Brandon Snyder
Snyder saw snaps in all 14 games last season 

but recorded only 11 tackles in limited playing 
time.

He certainly looks the part at free safety at 
6-1 and 210 pounds, and he even wears the 
same number as former Hawkeye safety John 
Lowdermilk.

The Larchwood, Iowa, native was an elite ath-
lete in high school, excelling in football, basket-
ball, baseball, golf, and track.

FOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESK
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SEE PLAYERS, 6

Season’s end looms for Hawkeye softball 

Iowa catcher Holly Hoffman hits during the Iowa-Wisconsin game at Pearl Field on April 16. Hoffman had 2 RBIs, 
and the Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 5-2. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke) 

TRANSFER TESTS DEPTH
Iowa’s Josh Jackson cheers as the team takes the field on Sept. 19, 2015. The Hawkeyes defeated  Pitt, 27-24, on a last-second field goal. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

5 Hawks to keep an eye on

SEE SOFTBALL, 6A
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By JORDAN HANSEN | jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

There are always reverberations when players 
transfer.

Sometimes, they are immediate and obvious 
(e.g., Jake Rudock to Michigan), while other times, 
they are subtle. Senior Maurice Fleming’s announce-
ment Tuesday of his intent to use his graduate-trans-
fer option is of the second type.

Defensive coordinator Phil Parker noted during 
Wednesday’s media availability he had a conversa-
tion regarding playing time with Fleming in January. 
It came down to if Fleming didn’t crack the starting 
lineup, he was going to find somewhere else to play.

“His goal was to be a starter. That was very import-
ant for him to do … to be on regular downs,” Parker 
said. “He saw where he was on the depth chart, and 

he wasn’t going to break it right now.”
The long-term effect of the decision is depth, be-

cause corners Josh Jackson and Greg Mabin are 
both nursing injuries. While Fleming’s absence from 
the starters in this situation is telling of where the 
coaches think his ability is at, anything could happen 
a few months down the road.

There was also no doubt Fleming was going to play. 
He was an important part of the special-team units 
and got significant time last season in Iowa’s nickel 
package, registering 5 pass breakups.

Now, it seems sophomore Jackson and redshirt 
freshman Michael Ojemudia will be the backups. 
Jackson looked very good at the West Des Moines 
Valley practice, and Ojemudia was listed as the 
backup at both corner positions in the first spring 
depth chart.

“Josh has played a little bit, even though he had his 
surgery earlier in January. But he’s been out there, 
and we just have no contact with him, and we’re ex-
cited about where he can go,” Parker said. “OJ has 
done a great job where he’s at, but he still has some 
growing pains to go through, too.”

Beathard ‘getting there’
Iowa starting quarterback C.J. Beathard played in 

nearly every game last season and hobbled to some 
extent and had sports-hernia surgery in January.

Despite the physical limitations, Beathard was still 
able to rush for 237 yards and 6 touchdowns. His abil-
ity as a ball carrier is valuable to the offense, opening 

SEE FOOTBALL, 6A
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Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, April 21, 2016

THURSDAY
Natasha Leggero, 8 p.m., IMU Ballroom

FRIDAY
A Q&A with Andrew Steele, 4 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert

Amy Schumer, 8 p.m., Carver-Hawkeye Arena
SATURDAY

Little Gary (Featuring the Sherbet Boys), 9:30 p.m., Riverside Theater
SUNDAY

“Why Don’t You Cook?,” with Brian Biancardi, 1:30 p.m., DP Dough, 
519 E. Washington

 “F*ck It” with Jak Knight, 7 p.m., Mill

The Floodwater Comedy 
Festival brings an eclectic 

wave of comedians 
to Iowa City.

A FLOOD TO LAUGH AT
By ISAAC HAMLET  |  isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

Comedy gives people a lot of things — insight into 
the political sphere, commentary on deep social 
issues, YouTube videos of goats shrieking at cam-

eras. But whatever one might think is required in come-
dy, there’s one simple requirement any comedy deemed 
“good” must meet: Make ’em laugh.

Whether by firing off witty, improvised lines or bran-
dishing a rubber chicken, the weapons of humor are at 

the discretion of the comedian. That being the case, Iowa 
City, prepare for an outright assault.

Today through April 24, central Iowa City will be filled 
to the brim with comedians as the Floodwater Comedy 
Festival soaks the city in talents from across the country.

Even now, in just its second year, the festival is pulling 
big names. Amy Schumer, Natasha Leggero, and former 
“Saturday Night Live” head writer Andrew Steele make 

SEE FESTIVAL, 3B
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WEEKEND EVENTS

  TODAY 4.21   FRIDAY 4.22 SATURDAY 4.23

MUSIC MUSIC
• KOREAN ART SONGS, 6:30 P.M., OLD CAPITOL 

SENATE CHAMBER

• BLACK LAMB SESSIONS, 9:30 P.M., YACHT CLUB

• THE RECKONING, 9:30 P.M., GABE’S

• BEARTOOTH, 6 P.M., GABE’S
• HOT TANG, 7 P.M., YACHT CLUB
• BOOMBOX: BITS & PIECES TOUR, 9 P.M., BLUE 
MOOSE TAP HOUSE, 211 IOWA 
• BACK TO THE ’90S, 10 P.M., GABE’S

OPENING MOVIES

DRINK OF THE WEEK

ALL WAS NOT MADE RIGHT WITH THE DEFEATING OF THE EVIL QUEEN 

RAVENNA. WHEN HER SISTER, FREYA, THE ICE QUEEN, LEARNS OF HER 

DEATH, SHE CLAIMS THE MAGIC MIRROR. ONCE LEARNING RAVENNA CAN 

BE RESURRECTED WITH THE MIRROR, THE TWO SISTERS MAY BE ABLE TO 

CONQUER ALL.

THE HUNTSMAN: WINTER’S WAR
A COLLECTION OF SHORT FILMS THAT FEATURE UNEXPECTED OR DARK 

TAKES ON WELL-KNOWN HOLIDAYS, HOLIDAYS BRINGS TOGETHER SOME OF 

THE STRONGEST VOICES IN HOLLYWOOD. KEVIN SMITH, SETH GREEN, GARY 

SHORE, AND SCOTT STEWART ARE JUST A FEW WRITERS, PRODUCERS, AND 

PERFORMERS INVOLVED.

HOLIDAYS

SHORT’S BLOODY MARY

WHAT MIGHT EASE THE PAIN OF TOTALLY BOMBING THAT 

7:30 A.M. EXAM? IF YOU WERE TO ASK ME, I’D TELL YOU TO 

PULL UP A BAR STOOL AT SHORT’S BURGER & SHINE AND 

ORDER A BLOODY MARY WITH ALL THE WORKS.

EXPERIENCE: IF THE MEAL-SIZED AMOUNT OF BLUE CHEESE 

ON TOP OF THE DRINK DOESN’T TAKE YOUR MIND OFF THE 

DAY, THE REST OF THE HALF-BRUNCH, HALF-BEVERAGE 

CONCOCTION WILL. IT IS TANGY WITH LEMON AND SAVORY 

WITH SHORT’S SAUCE. 

ADVICE: IF MADE RIGHT, THIS DRINK WILL MAKE THE WORST 

SITUATIONS SEEM TO NOT MATTER. FORGET ABOUT COFFEE, 

DIVE INTO ALCOHOL WITH A SHORT’S BLOODY MARY EVERY 

MORNING. YOUR GRADES MIGHT SUFFER BUT YOUR TASTE 

BUDS WILL THANK YOU.

 

— by Jordan Gale

MUSIC
• NIGHT OF GLOW 2.0, 6 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN 

• LARA HOPE AND THE ARK-TONES, 10 P.M., GABE’S, 

330 E. WASHINGTON

FILM
• 50FAGGOTS , NOON, 1117 MEDICAL EDUCATION 

&RESEARCH FACILITY 

• DEMOLITION, 4, 6:30, & 9 P.M. FILMSCENE, 118 E. 

COLLEGE

• REMEMBER, 5 & 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

• KRISHA, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

• WEED, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

• THE REVENANT, 8 & 11 P.M., 166 IMU

• ZOOLANDER 2, 8 & 11 P.M., 348 IMU

• SPOTLIGHT, 10 P.M., FILMSCENE

SUNDAY4.24

THEATER
• AGNES OF GOD, 7:30 P.M., IOWA CITY 

COMMUNITY THEATER, 4261 OAK CREST HILL 

ROAD

• COCK, 7:30 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE

• LADY FROM THE SEA, 8 P.M., MABIE THEATER

FILM
• FLOODWATER COMEDY VIDEO SKETCHES, 4 P.M. 

FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• SUNDAY BRUNCH WITH LIZ 
MOEN, 11 A.M., HIGH GROUNDS 
CAFÉ
• FLING, ALIEN GIRLS 9 P.M., GABE’S

THIS DOCUMENTARY FROM DEBORAH STRATMAN LOOKS AT FAITH, FORCE, 

TECHNOLOGY, AND EXODUS IN ILLINOIS. EXPERIMENTAL IN FORM, STRATMAN’S 

FILM LOOKS AT THE SETTLEMENT PROCESS AND HISTORY OF ILLINOIS THROUGH 

INTERVIEWS, RE-ENACTMENT, AND ARCHIVAL FOOTAGE. ELEVEN PARABLES 

MAKE UP THE BULK OF THE WORK.

THE ILLINOIS PARABLES FILMSCENE

HAMILTON: THE REVOLUTION, BY LIN-MANUEL 
MIRANDA AND JEREMY MCCARTER

WUTHERING HEIGHTS, BY EMILY BRONTË

At just 2 years old, José Orduña and his family immigrated to Chicago from their 
native Cordoba, Veracruz. Years later, Orduña went on to graduate from the University of 
Iowa Nonfiction Writing Program. He still lives in Iowa City, so he won’t have to travel far 
for his reading at Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque, at 7 p.m. today.

    In The Weight of Shadows,  Orduña reflects on the path he took to become a U.S. 
citizen. Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, immigrants were labeled as outsiders, so 
Orduña looks at what it means, for him, to be an American.

    Fearlessly, Orduña dives into the political turmoil, interweaving facts and personal 
experience seamlessly.

THE WEIGHT OF SHADOWS, BY JOSÉ ORDUÑA

Hamilton truly is a revolution. The Broadway musical has won countless awards 
for the stage, and Lin-Manuel Miranda just won a Pulitzer Prize for Drama for his 
script. The show — and Miranda — played a role in keeping Alexander Hamilton 
on the $10 bill, which was just announced.

    Miranda, with theater artist and critic Jeremy McCarter, details the years-
long process of realizing Hamilton. The book is perfect for theater lovers and 
gossip fans, because it spills all the behind-the-scenes details — even reprints of 
personal emails — and includes photographs of the cast and notable fans (Hello, 
Mr. President).

Emily Brontë only wrote one novel, and it’s a keeper. Brontë created monsters and 
did not apologize for it. Protagonists Heathcliff and Catherine are cruel, awful, and 
shocking. In a time in which any uncouth characters had to be explained, under-
stood, and redeemed, Brontë broke the trope. Readers can sympathize with these 
people, but rarely do they condone their abominable choices.

    Brontë, like her sisters, is a powerful writer, crafting long, strong sentences full of 
complex meaning and implications. She creates a full world without becoming over-
bearingly precise and dull. She paces the novel slowly enough to let readers absorb 
everything but not so slowly as to drag.

— by Justus Flair

LIT PICKS

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ZEBEDIA WAHLS

THEATER
• AGNES OF GOD, 2 P.M., IOWA CITY 
COMMUNITY THEATER
• LADY FROM THE SEA, 2 P.M., MABIE 
THEATER 

THEATER
• AGNES OF GOD, 7:30 P.M., IOWA CITY COMMUNITY 
THEATRE
• COCK, 7:30 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE
• LADY FROM THE SEA, 8 P.M., MABIE THEATER

WORDS

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” JOSÉ 
ORDUÑA, MEMOIR, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 
15 S. DUBUQUE 
•NATASHA LEGGERO, 8 P.M., IMU BALLROOM
• PAPER-WHITE-JANICE: FLOODWATER 
COMEDY FESTIVAL, 11 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE 
ONE, 120 N. DUBUQUE 
• FLOODWATER: TACOMEDY, 12 A.M., PUBLIC 
SPACE ONE

WORDS

•“WHY DON’T YOU COOK?” WITH 
BRIAN BIANCARDI, 2 P.M., DP DOUGH
• CHARITY IS NOT ENOUGH, 3 
P.M., MAIN LIBRARY SHAMBAUGH 
AUDITORIUM
• COMEDY WRITING SHOWCASE, 4 
P.M., IC BREWLAB
• FLOODWATER COMEDY FESTIVAL 
PRESENTS: F*CK IT WITH JAK KNIGHT, 
7 P.M.
• A SPACE JAM, 9:15 P.M., PUBLIC 
SPACE ONEMISCELLANEOUS

• TREASURE TRADE, 11 A.M., T. ANNE CLEARY 

WALKWAY 

• EARTH DAY FAIR, 4 P.M., PETERSEN 

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

THEATER
• LADY FROM THE SEA, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING 

MABIE THEATER

WORDS
• AMY CHEN, “THE MOST VALUABLE THING 

YOU OWN,” 1 P.M., DEY HOUSE FRANK 

CONROY READING ROOM  

• A Q&A WITH ANDREW STEELE, 4 P.M., 

RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” MARGARET 

ROSS & SARA DENIZ AKANT, POETRY, 7 P.M., 

PRAIRIE LIGHTS 

• AMY SCHUMER, 8 P.M., CARVER-HAWKEYE 

ARENA

• FLOODWATER COMEDY FESTIVAL 

PRESENTS: 7 MINUTES IN HEAVEN, 10:30 

P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON

• CREAM OF THE CROP — IOWA IMPROV, 11 

P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE

• COMEDIAN’S POWER HOUR, 12 A.M., 

YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN

WORDS
• YOUTH IMPROV WORKSHOP, 11 A.M., PUBLIC 
SPACE ONE
• ADULT IMPROV WORKSHOP, 11 A.M., RIVERSIDE 
THEATER
• “HOW MANY FEMINISTS DOES IT TAKE TO 
SCREW IN A LIGHT BULB? ADVENTURES IN 
COMEDY AND FEMINISM” WITH MEGAN 
GOGERTY, 1:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” LYELL HENRY, 
NONFICTION, 4 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS
• CLASS REUNION ALUMNI SKETCH SHOW, 7 P.M., 
RIVERSIDE THEATER
• READING OF DENIS JOHNSON’S NEW PLAY, 
DES MOINES, 7 P.M., DEY HOUSE FRANK CONROY 
READING ROOM  
• CUP O’ JOKES STAND-UP SHOWCASE, 8 P.M., 
HIGH GROUNDS CAFÉ
• LITTLE GARY (FEATURING THE SHERBET BOYS), 
9:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER

WORDS

SAT. 4.23 CONT’D.

• COCAINE MURDER JAM, 11 P.M., MILL
• MIDWEST’S BEST IMPROV BAZAAR, 
12:15 A.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE
• YEAH BUDDY AWESOME TIME, 12:15 
A.M., MILL

FILM
• KAITLYN BUSBEE, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

• THE LEGEND IN MY HEART, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE



up a mere fraction of the co-
medians present.

“Right now, we’ve got 
about six different venues 
and 10 more events than we 
did last year,” said UI senior 
Elsie How, the festival’s ex-
ecutive producer.

One of the many others 
helping How make the 
festival possible is Daniel 
Frana, the talent booker 
for the festival.

“I started because I went 
to a comedy festival, the 
Beast Village Comedy Fes-
tival, in Des Moines, and I 
got really ex-
cited about 
comedy and 
w o n d e r e d 
if we could 
do some-
thing like 
that in Io-
wa City,” he 
said. “Then 
I found out 
that there 
were people already doing 
it in Iowa City, so we hooked 
up and went from there.”

A comedian himself, Fra-
na will also host “7 Minutes 
in Heaven,” a  showcase at 
10:30 p.m. Friday at the 
Mill in which 10 comedians 
will perform their best sev-
en-minute sets.

For most of the festival, 
though, Frana will be just as 
much an observer as anyone 
else. He’ll be able to watch 
after spending months jug-
gling phone calls, emails, 
and ever-shifting schedules.

“I’m really excited that we 
got Natasha Leggero; she’s 
a great comedian,” Frana 
said. “We also have a few 
Chicago comedy shows com-
ing in, like ‘Cocaine Murder 
Jam,’ ‘Yeah Buddy Awesome 

Time,’ and ‘We Still Like 
You,’ which are all really 
good shows.”

Chicago comedian Mi-
chael Knish will host two of 
these events “Cocaine Mur-
der Jam” and “Yeah Buddy 
Awesome Time.” 

“Both of [the shows] are 
really different,” Knish 
said. “One’s a really com-
posed multimedia perfor-
mance that goes between 
video and live performance. 
The other is a dream semi-
nar that I’m hosting.”

While in school, Knish 
had planned on becoming 
a professional tuba player. 
Comedy duo Tim and Eric 
proved to be the siren call 
that subtly pulled him away 
from his brass beauty. It was 
their sort of weird comedy 
— shared by other “Adult 
Swim” shows — that was 
formative for Knish.

Even after leaving his tu-
ba by the wayside, though, 
Knish still blends music 
into his comedy in small 
ways, such as with “Yeah 
Buddy Awesome Time,” 
which he produces with 
three other comedians.

“[It’s] a twice a month 
show I produce that we do 
in Chicago,” Knish said. 
“In it, I host a dream sem-
inar as a character, Dr. 
Lesley Tanner.”

The character was in-
spired by the narrators of 
self-help tapes. Knish de-
scribes the persona as “a 
new-age self-help doctor 
who believes in the power of 
the mind.” Similarly, perfor-
mances utilize music akin to 
those of the self-help tapes 
to set a mood for the show.

The show will imme-
diately follow “Cocaine 
Murder Jam” and be free 
to those who attended the 
previous show.

“Cocaine Murder Jam” 
manages to be less conven-

tional than “Yeah Buddy,” 
by providing a variety of 
live performances intercut 
with video.

“Conceptually it sounds 
crazy, but it’s really fun to 
do,” Knish said. “When we 
made the show, we wanted 
to do something new and 
out there. There’s a mil-
lion other straight-forward 
comedy shows out there, 
so people with this show 
get the chance to see some-
thing bizarre.”

Brian Biancardi’s event 
also veers away from the 
expected, though in a dif-
ferent way. The Los Ange-
les comedian will record 
his podcast “Why Don’t 
You Cook?”

“I wanted to find a way 
to do a food podcast where 
people talk about their rela-
tionship with food since ev-
eryone has a relationship,” 
Biancardi said.

The show will be host-
ed at DP Dough. For $5, 
attendees will get a ticket 
to the show as well as a 
calzone at the door. Once 
inside, they’ll be able to sit 
back and listen to Bian-
cardi ask his guests what 
food has meant to them 
through life. 

As for his own relation-
ship with food, it’s been 
going strong.

“[It’s] sort of like that 
couple that find each other 
in high school, and they’re 
just perfect for one anoth-
er,” Biancardi said. “I’ve 
never had allergies, or been 
overweight, or anything; 
my relationship has always 
been a positive one.”

As an improv comedian, 
Biancardi was familiar with 
the Paperback Rhinos — an 
Iowa City improv group — 
from a comedy workshop at 
the University of Missouri. 
So when Floodwater asked 
the Paperback Rhino if the 

members knew anyone who 
might be interested, Bian-
cardi’s podcast came up.

“Often, when people talk 
about their lives, they don’t 
talk about the food part of 
their experiences,” Bian-
cardi said. “People always 
say where they’re from, 
what they do for a living, 
where they went to school; 
somewhere along the way, 
as we grow up, favorite 
food gets lost.”

His own favorite food 
growing up was shrimp 
scampi. His palate ex-
panded further when he 
hit puberty and he be-
gan to have the constant 
question, “How can I eat 
more food?”

After years of devour-
ing whatever he could and 
starting to cook his own 
dishes, Biancardi has only 
expanded his diet.

“Right now, I’d love a 
smoothie with some great 
juice on the side,” Bian-
cardi said. “My favorite 
food changes depending 
on what time of day it is or 
even just what day it is.”

It’s through his pod-
cast that Biancardi is 
able to mix his passion 
for food with his love of 
comedy. Really, the festi-
val as a whole is a blend 
of interests.

Just as with anything, 
to be good at comedy you 
find ways to include ele-

ments of things you love. 
Whether it’s music, food, 
or a deep fixation with 
the untold horrors of the 
mighty Cthulhu, if there’s 
a comedian with a love for 
it, it’s bound to find its way 
into her or his material.

Frana is happy to see a 
similar blend occurring.

“I like how we have both 
standup and improv,” he 
said. “It’s an all-inclusive 
comedy festival, and that’s 
something I hope gets pre-
served through the devel-
opment of it.”

See the 80 Hours Calen-
dar on Page 2B for a full 
schedule of events.
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FESTIVAL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Life in the comedy lane
By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Since leaving his native 
Iowa City, Andrew Steele 
has made a few friends. You 
may have heard of them: 
Kristen Wiig, Will Ferrell, 
Tina Fey, and Maya Ru-
dolph, to name a few.

Steele spent 13 years at 
30 Rockefel-
ler Center 
in the “Sat-
urday Night 
Live” writ-
ers’ room, 
four of them 
as head 
writer. He 
moved on to 
be creative 
director of 
Funny or Die in 2008.

Steele is back home in 
Iowa City this weekend 
for Floodwater Comedy 
Festival. He spoke with 
The Daily Iowan before 
his free Q&A at Riverside 
Theater, 213 N. Gilbert 
St., at 4 p.m. Friday.

Daily Iowan: You’ve 
written for and with some 
of the greatest comedians 
of the era; why have you 

stayed behind the camera?
Andrew Steele: I’m 

not much of a performer. I 
get pretty self-conscious, 
whether in front of a cam-
era or on a stage. At first, 
I think [Floodwater] want-
ed me to give a talk, and I 
steered it in the direction of 
a panel because I’ve always 
been somewhat self-con-
scious. It’s more work than 
people think, to be in front 
of the camera.

DI: Why are you not 
self-conscious about put-
ting your writing out there?

Steele: Well, I am. In all 
my time at “Saturday Night 
Live,” I learned to fail and 
have gotten pretty comfort-
able. I don’t like to fail in 
front of people, obviously, 
but I’m more comfortable 
with that as a writer.

DI: Walk me through 
your writing process. 
What’s your first step?

Steele: Boy, I don’t know 
if I’ve really qualified what 
that process is. I’m a pro-
crastinator. I spend a lot of 
time walking around. I’m 
a bit of a collector; I col-
lect a lot of junk. I’ll walk 
through flea markets and 

thrift stores and see things. 
Whether I’m working on a 
project or I haven’t got one, 
I use that to get the light-
ning bolt of an idea. I try to 
get a page down, at least, 
then it stews in my mind 
for a long time.

If someone is paying me, 
it’s the same, but I’m think-
ing about what they’re ask-
ing for and there’s a dead-
line. Deadlines are very 
helpful for someone like me.

But I don’t wake up 
and write from 8 to 12 or 
anything. I don’t have a 
professional program, the 
way I write. 

DI: Do you have any 
tricks to kick-start a project 
that isn’t coming easily?

Steele: That’s why I like 
deadlines so much. If it’s 
something someone’s pay-
ing you for, you don’t have a 
choice and push through. A 
lot of times you’re worried 
what you’re writing is ter-
rible, but you push through 
and it turns out it’s not 
terrible, you’re just being 
self-conscious.

I think it was Robert 
Smigel, one of the Satu-
day Night Live writers, 

who told me it was like 
your term paper was due 
every week. That’s kind of 
what it’s like, when you’re 
up until 8 in the morning 
writing sketches. So I’m 
used to those deadlines. I 
don’t write very measured; 
I write as quick as I can 
when I have to.

DI: What do you look 
for when taking on a new 
project?

Steele: Again, I’ve got 
to be sparked by the idea. 
Well, sometimes. If some-
one’s paying me, I guess I 
can be less sparked, but I 
have to find something in 
the project.

It’s very important to 
know who’s going to be in-
volved in the work I’m writ-
ing. I get very excited about 
who’s going to act in the 
work. I’ll try to write, some-
times, for specific actors, 
and that gets me inspired. 
But I have to be inspired by 
something — that’s the on-
ly thing that gets me going.

DI: In finding performers 
for your work, what do you 
look for?

Steele: I really try to look 
for people that I’m interest-

ed in working with. That’s 
No. 1. Since all my time at 
“Saturday Night Live” and 
getting to know certain peo-
ple, I can write for certain 
voices. I can write really 
well for Will Ferrell because 
I know his voice very well. If 
there are interesting peo-
ple out there, I try to write 
for them. I didn’t write for 
Kristen Wiig much at “Sat-
urday Night Live,” and I 
wanted to write for her so 
bad that I asked her to do 
a bunch with me, and I’ve 
gotten the chance to work 
with her a lot since “Sat-
urday Night Live.” It’s sort 
of me chasing the people I 
find interesting.

DI: Do you have a fa-
vorite format in which to 
write — movies, half-hour 
or hour television shows, 
short skits?

Steele: Right now I like 
the challenge of movies. I’m 
not a great movie writer, I 
would say. I like the chal-
lenge of writing, so any 
form I haven’t done, I want 
to try. I’ve done sketches for 
20 years, so it’s a format I 
don’t necessarily need to 
write again. I prefer, right 

now, trying to write longer 
form things. 

DI: Was that part of the 
reason you left “Saturday 
Night Live”? How did you 
make that decision?

Steele: Yeah, that was 
a big part. For 13 years, I’d 
been writing sketches. Will 
Ferrell and Adam McKay 
asked me to come out to LA 
and help them run Funny 
or Die, where I’m at now. It 
was an opportunity to walk 
out the door with some se-
curity while also getting to 
work on some longer-form 
things, so yeah, that was 
the impetus for that.

DI: What new projects do 
you have coming up?

Steele: I’m very super-
stitious about talking on 
the projects while I’m work-
ing on them. It imprisons 
me to the lines I need to 
say about the projects. So 
I have two or three mov-
ies that I’m working on at 
the same time, but if I talk 
about them — it’s not be-
cause I’m secretive — it lit-
erally hurts my process to 
talk about them while I’m 
working on them, so I don’t 
like to.

Steele
writer

Frana
talent booker



• Earth Day Fair, 4-7 p.m., Petersen Multipurpose Room
• Impact of Religion on Mental Health, 5:30 p.m., 
E105 Seashore
• Breaking Asian Stereotypes, 6 p.m., Asian Pacific 
American Cultural Center
• Food Inc., 6 p.m., W401 Pappajohn
• Informatics Showcase: Fundamentals of Privacy 
Engineering, Ian Oliver, 6 p.m., W151 Pappajohn
• Grow Rock: Earth Month Benefit Concert, 7 p.m., 
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• “Live From Prairie Lights,” José Orduña, memoir, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 
• UI Trans Alliance Week of Action, Trans in Greek Life 
Panel, 7 p.m., 346 IMU

• Paul Basler, horn, 7:30 p.m., University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• Lady from the Sea, 8 p.m., Theater Building Mabie 
Theater
• The Revenant, 8 & 11 p.m., 166 IMU
 • Zoolander 2, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU

today’s events

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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Daily Break

‘Will you marry me?’ 
First Drafts

• I would like to watch you 
slowly age and eventually 

die.

• Would you like grow ac-
customed to the weird way 

I smell?

• How do you feel about 
doubling your laundry load 
for the foreseeable future?

• I’m looking for someone 
to talk me into having 

children because I would 
probably be a decent 

parent and the thought 
of Idiocracy coming true 

scares me — but I honestly 
don’t want children. You 
also seem like you’d be a 
decent parent, and you’ve 

proven yourself pretty good 
at getting me to do things 
I don’t really want to do, 
which is actually a pretty 

great segue …

• I am interested in pur-
chasing an area rug.

• Will you do me the honor 
of shaving my back every 
week or so for the next 50 

years?

• I propose a financial 
arrangement wherein we 

share our debt and income 
in an attempt to confuse 
and outwit our lenders.

• Wanna get REAL tired of 
my junk?

Andrew R. Juhl thanks 
his LC friends for their 
help on today’s Ledge.

Everyone should be respected as an individual, but no one idolized. 
— Albert Einstein

KRUI  
     programming

THURSDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
10-11 TITLE TK
11-12 PIPPIN TALK
12 NEWS AT NOON
12:30PM-1 FULL COURT PRESS
1-2 CENTER ICE
2-3 FACE OFF
3-4 DJ TRAINING
4-5 BEAT ME UP
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 THE B-SIDE
8-10 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HALF WAY THERE

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You’ll pick up information quickly and find 
a way to implement it into your everyday life. A practical approach to 
work will keep you out of trouble. A change regarding your feelings will 
depend on how you are approached. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Use your intelligence, and take a calculated 
risk. List your qualifications, and someone will suggest an interesting 
position or activity that you should consider. Don’t rely on someone 
who has been evasive in the past. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Work on building up your physical strength. 
An emotional situation will be revealed if you are too open with your 
personal feelings and emotions. Work on improving your physical 
health, diet, and fitness. A romantic encounter will boost your morale. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Emotional issues will escalate if you don’t 
discuss your feelings and concerns openly. Face any challenges you 
meet with the willingness to compromise, and strive to improve your 
personal relationships. Try something new.  
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Do whatever it takes to lift your spirits and get 
you back into the swing of things. A physical change or taking on a new 
challenge will boost your enthusiasm and encourage you to have fun. 
Make romance your mission. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Travel or engage in a learning frenzy that 
will challenge your mind and give you new things to think about or ex-
perience. Expanding your vision will bring your plans closer to fruition. 
Don’t give in to unreasonable demands. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A short trip should include someone you 
enjoy being with. Mixing business with pleasure will bring you closer to 
resolving an issue that concerns your lifestyle or current living arrange-
ments. Romance will result in emotional rewards. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make a personal or professional move that 
will satisfy your creative imagination. Don’t just think about what you 
want to see occur, make it happen. Don’t wait for someone else to make 
the first move. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Get involved in events or activities 
that will give you an outlet for your energy. Physical fitness will encour-
age you to improve your living quarters. Love is on the rise.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Stick to what you know, and don’t let an 
emotional matter lead you into an unsavory situation. Keep the peace, 
and keep your home and personal life stable. An investment regarding 
your property or retirement will add to your security.  
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Look over a deal you’ve been contem-
plating, or complete personal documents that will ease your mind and 
allow you to put a little cash toward something that will improve your 
looks or your relationship with someone you love.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t believe everything that is being 
thrown at you. If someone pressures you, take a pass. Join forces with 
someone who is offering stability and an equal partnership. Chose 
brains over brawn, and you will achieve your goal.
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By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

“Think fast” is a hard 
task. But if you become 
good enough, you can 
make a career of it. Well, 
as long as you’re funny.

The Floodwater Com-
edy Festival will wel-
come a variety of improv 
troupes and performers 
this weekend.

Improv comedy is cre-
ated on the spot, but that 
doesn’t there is no prep 
involved. For many, the ac-
tivity becomes a dominat-
ing force in their lives.

“Because of my partic-
ipation in improv, I am 
more spontaneous in ev-
ery facet of my life,” said 
Martin Wessels of the 
group, Some Assembly 
Required. “Saying ‘yes’ 
is great advice for any 
situation. Trying new 
things and taking chanc-
es. Live in the moment.”

Wessels, an Iowa native, 
knew improv would be a 
big part of his life shortly 
after getting his first taste 
of it competing in high-
school speech contests. 

In his first month at 
Iowa Central Communi-
ty College, he was a part 
of the improv group Blue 
Light Special.

“It was there that I re-
ally fell in love with im-
prov and the spontaneous 
lifestyle that it promotes,” 
Wessels said. “After two 
years there, I trans-
ferred to UNI, where I 
and some close friends 
started Some Assembly 
Required. It has all been 
downhill since then.”

Improv is more a life-
style than a genre of come-
dy, Wessels said; it is a sin-
gular performance type.

“Improv demands for 
a well-knit ensemble,” he 
said. “Everything about 
the art form calls for uni-
ty, and [improvisers] are 
generally welcoming and 
friendly people because of 
this. If you have ever met 
[improvisers], chances are 
their best friends are also 
into improv.”

Gary White of the CIC 
Theater in Chicago’s Little 
Gary improv group agrees.

“I love comedy in any 

form,” he said. “To me, im-
prov is unique in the gen-
uine surprise and excite-
ment experienced by the 
performers. You get to ex-
perience the rush simulta-
neously with the audience. 
I don’t think that energy 
can be fully captured in 
any other comedic medi-
um. A great improv show 
can make me laugh in a 
way nothing else can. A 
bad improv show can also 
make me laugh in a way 
nothing else can.”

Hopefully, Floodwa-
ter attendees can share 
in that laughter, White 
said. If they’ve never 
seen improv performed 
before, hopefully they’ll 
find it “groovy.”

Another improv per-
former, Mary Fessler, 
performed with the local 
Paperback Rhino troupe 
before moving to Chicago 
to work with iO Theater 
and CIC Theater.

“My favorite improv 
moment is when Paper-
back Rhino advanced to 
the final round of College 
Improv Tournament Na-
tionals in 2012,” Fessler 
said. “We had worked so, 
so hard to improve, and 
that moment when they 
told us we had made it 

that far was the most 
out-of-control happiness 
I’ve ever felt. I mean, we 
were sobbing and lifting 
each other up. We ended 

up getting third place in 
the final round, but it was 
totally fine. It just felt so 
gratifying to work hard 
and see improvement.”

In the moment & on the spot 

By JORDAN RYDER 
jordan-ryder@uiowa.edu

Not many games make 
me yell at the screen 
or cheer when I win. 
Through virtue of a 
well-crafted challenge, 
Dark Souls III became 
one of those games. 

Dark Souls’ plot has al-
ways been opaque to any-
one who doesn’t want to do 
thorough online research, 
but as far as I can tell, the 
player’s character wakes 
up at the end of the world 
(again). This time, though, 
it’s not your job to save 
the dying world; instead, 
you need to drag the four 
Lords of Cinder back to 
their thrones and make 
them do it. That’s the gen-
eral idea of what’s going 
on, as far as I can tell. 

Dark Souls has been up-
dated in several ways for 
its final outing. First, the 
player is no longer undead/
human but rather unkin-
dled/kindled. Functional-
ly, the two systems work 
the same. In an unkindled 
state, there are fewer heal-
ing items, but the player is 
safe from player invasion; 
kindled gets more items 
but is open to a world of 
grief dueling other play-
ers online.

The levels are not con-
nected to each other as 
they were in previous 
games, but they fea-
ture more shortcuts and 
branching paths to ex-
plore and double back on. 
Weapons also come with 
special abilities that can 
make battles easier, such 
as smashing straight 
through an enemy’s shield. 

This is just meant to be 
another tool rather than a 
revamp of the entire com-
bat system, though. It’s 
balanced by limited uses 
and being unable to hold a 
shield, making the player 
open to attacks.     

The most significant 
change is that bosses will 
change their attack pat-
terns halfway through a 
fight. In a series in which 
the key to victory is learn-
ing patterns and poking 
holes in them, this a pretty 
big change. 

Despite making the 
fights more difficult, I liked 
this a lot. It made me feel 
I was battling something 
intelligent rather than re-
hearsing the same moves 
(hint: Prioritize dodge 
rolling over blocking. That 
was a habit that took two 
hours to unlearn). 

Dark Souls has always 
been difficult, but this in-
stallment feels significant-
ly more difficult than the 
other games did. Perhaps 

the FromSoftware people 
figured anyone picking up 
this game is a veteran at 
this point, so they felt free 
to ratchet up the difficulty. 
Maybe the AI’s program-
ming just got smarter. Re-
gardless, even the non-boss 
enemies felt more danger-
ous this time around.

Despite the increase in 
toughness, Dark Souls III 
still has the series’ trade-
mark hard-but-fair at-
titude. Move slowly and 
cautiously, check your sur-
roundings, and don’t try 
to fight more than you can 
deal with. Patience and 
observation will serve you 
well on your journey. Pre-
pare to die, but you can still 
overcome the challenges.

I think Dark Souls III 
may be my favorite of the 
series. I like that From-
Software managed to find 
a way to update the formu-
la but still kept the spirit 
that made the Dark Souls 
series stand out. 

9/10

(The Daily Iowan/ Jordan Ryder)

Contrbuted

WORDS
Paper-White-Janice
When: 11 p.m. today 
Where: Public Space One, 120 N. Dubuque
Admission: $5

Cream of the Crop 
Improv Spectacular
When: 11 p.m. Friday 
Where: Public Space One
Admission: $5

Floodwater Presents: 
Little Gary (Featuring 
the Sherbet Boys)
When: 9:30 p.m. Saturday 
Where: Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert
Admission: $10

Midwest’s Best 
Improv Bazaar
When: 11 p.m. Saturday 
Where: Public Space One
Admission: $5

A Space Jam
When: 9:15 p.m. April 24 
Where: Public Space One
Admission: Free

Heart of Dark Souls
REVIEW
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By GRACEY MURPHY
gracey-murphy@uiowa.edu

Democrats, Republicans, 
and independents. How can 
these people of vast and 
varying opinions find com-
mon ground? Well, through 
comedy, of course.  

Megan Gogerty, a Uni-
versity of Iowa theater 
lecturer, will present “How 
Many Feminist Does it 
Take to Screw in a Light 
Bulb? Adventures in Com-
edy and Feminism” at 1:30 
p.m. Saturday at Riverside 
Theater, 213 N. Gilbert 
St., as part of Floodwater 
Comedy Festival. Gogerty 
will discuss the history 
of comedy and whether it 
can ignite social change. 

“Ultimately, when we’re 

talking about feminism, 
we’re talking about activ-
ism and particular social 
change,” Gogerty said. “We 
could expand those ideas to 
look at how effective is sat-
ire, how effective is common 
rhetoric in forms of chang-
ing conversation — chang-
ing hearts and minds — 
does it affect people?”

The comedy boom from 
the 1980s has fizzled out 
and lost its teeth, Gogerty 
said. Since 9/11, it has be-
gun to claw its way back. 

“After 9/11, Americans 
were really starting to 
weigh their liberty against 
their security,” Gogerty 
said. “Comedy came roar-
ing back and started mak-
ing space for satire.” 

Now, comedians such as 

Jon Stewart, John Oliver, 
and Samantha Bee con-
sistently confront issues 
in politics and in the U.S. 
with their comedy. 

“They’re not, like, 
lightly tiptoeing around 
these hot-button politi-
cal issues,” Gogerty said. 
“Like Jay Leno, when he 
did ‘The Tonight Show,’ 
was a real equal-oppor-
tunity offender, and all 
politics is applesauce, 
and he didn’t have a re-
ally sharp take that had 
any real weight...but 
now you have this ra-
zor-sharp commentary.”

Gogerty also discusses 
these topics with students 
in her classes, in which she 
talks about what comedy says 
about people. It reflects how 

people view society as a whole 
and how people think gen-
der and race are fixed when 
they’re not, Gogerty said. 

An example of this oc-
curs in the popular show 
“Friends.” The show has ab-
solutely no substantial char-
acters of color (other than one 
walk-on by Aisha Taylor). 

“We don’t even have to 
go back that far. Looking at 
‘Friends’ teaches us about 
who we thought we were. 
Who we thought we were, 
were white people,” Gogerty 
said. “That’s who we were 
making culture for, and a lot 
of days we’re still making cul-
ture by and for white people.”

But can comedy really 
spawn a change in the cul-
tural future? Oliver’s Don-
ald Trump video got hun-

dreds of thousands of views 
and shares, but it is unclear 
whether it persuaded any-
one to not vote for Trump, 
Gogerty said. She may not 
be able to answer that ques-
tion definitively, but she has 

plenty to say on the topic. 
“I think it should be 

fun,” she said. “I think 
it should be a good fun, 
meaty, brazenly vivacious 
discussion and give a lit-
tle historical context.”

University of Iowa theater lecturer Megan Gogerty will discuss comedy’s ability to spark social change for Floodwater.

Feminism, light bulbs, & comedy  

Contributed


	Front Page
	di2016-04-21-a_p01
	di2016-04-21-a_p02
	di2016-04-21-a_p03

	Opinions
	di2016-04-21-a_p04
	di2016-04-21-a_p05
	di2016-04-21-a_p06

	Classifieds
	di2016-04-21-a_p07

	Sports
	di2016-04-21-a_p08

	80 Hours
	di2016-04-21-b_p01
	di2016-04-21-b_p02
	di2016-04-21-b_p03

	Daily Break
	di2016-04-21-b_p04
	di2016-04-21-b_p05
	di2016-04-21-b_p06


