
By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

The year’s first event on Hancher Audito-
rium’s new stage lacked showy lights, glitzy 
costumes, and staggering production value, 
but it made up for that in significance.

The Joffrey Ballet will début a new pro-
duction of The Nutcracker in December, 
choreographed by Tony Award-winner 
Christopher Wheeldon. 

Hancher will serve as a producing spon-
sor and host five preview productions of the 
ballet Dec. 1-4 before its world première in 
Chicago on Dec. 10, Hancher Executive Di-
rector Chuck Swanson announced during 
a press conference in Hancher on April 12.

Ashley Wheater, artistic director of The 
Joffrey Ballet, and April Daly, leading art-
ist of The Joffrey Ballet, joined Swanson 
on stage.

Wheeldon’s production will replace Rob-
ert Joffrey’s The Nutcracker, which the com-
pany has been performing since 1987, when 
Hancher commissioned it.

“A production that has given us so much 
for so many years, the reality was that it 
was completely falling apart,” Wheater said. 

Wheater, who danced in the original 1987 
production on the old Hancher stage, has 
seen costumes become worn down, more 
patches added each year.

That is the main reason this $4 million 
production budget includes a maintenance 
cost. Hancher will provide a commission 
gift of $500,000. As of the conference, $3 
million has been raised, Wheater said.

The costumes will not be the only 
thing changed in the show. Though Peter 
Tchaikovsky’s iconic soundtrack will re-
main — performed by the Chicago Philhar-
monic and the Iowa Orchestra for the run of 
the show in each location — the setting and 
story will be altered.

“The setting is in Chicago during the 

construction of the famed Columbian 
Exhibition, a World’s Fair that had the 
eyes of the world,” Wheater read from 
Wheeldon’s description. 

“Perhaps even more significantly, the 
ballet’s central protagonist, the child Ma-
rie, who is to be the wildly imaginative 
daughter of a worker at the fair,” he said. 
“No longer set in a home of a privileged 
Victorian family, but in a simple worker’s 
hut, nestled among the vast construction 
of the fairground. This is to be the story of 
an immigrant worker’s child, a dreamer 
who has very little but, through the ep-
ic magical journey of Christmas, gains a 
great deal.”

This is the latest chapter in a rich story 
of partnership between Hancher and the 
Joffrey, Swanson said.

“You have a world class theater and 
I think that you have always had world 
class art,” Wheater said. 

The Nutcracker’s artistic team will 
gather in Iowa City for weeks before 
opening night. The team includes puppe-
teer and MacArthur Genius Basil Twist, 
five-time Tony-winning lighting designer 
Natasha Katz, Tony-winning projection 
designer Ben Pearcy; Tony-nominated 
costume and set designer Julian Crouch, 
and Caldecott Medal-winning author and 
illustrator Brian Selznick.

Though it won’t host the official 
première, Hancher looks forward to its role 
in the production, Swanson said.

“I look at this as being a laboratory,” he 
said, “really a place where this is going to 
be born.”

By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

In a one hour and 10 minute 
breakfast meeting, Iowa’s senior 
senator was the next person to 
meet with Supreme 
Court nominee Mer-
rick Garland Tues-
day morning.

Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley, R-Iowa, sat down 
with Garland to dis-
cuss why Grassley 
will not hold hear-
ings for the Supreme 
Court — naming the 
“hyper-partisan elec-
tion year” as the reason.

The meeting began at 7:45 a.m. 
and lasted until 8:55 a.m., ac-
cording to Grassley’s office. The 
breakfast was held in the Senate 
Dining Room and was “cordial and 
pleasant.”

Grassley announced last week he 
intended to meet with Garland af-
ter speaking with him on the phone. 

On Tuesday, Grassley, the chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary com-
mittee, also gave a prepared state-
ment on the Senate floor pertaining 
to the Supreme Court hearings and 
comment’s President Obama made 
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By KAYLYN KLUCK
kaylyn-kluck@uiowa.edu

LGBT conversion therapy practices 
are about to go under the scrutiny of 
the Iowa Board of Medicine.

A petition that was brought forward 
by the State of Iowa Youth Adviso-
ry Council to ban the 
practice of conversion 
therapy on minors by 
state physicians was 
denied by the board for 
the time being.

However, the board 
declared that a sub-
committee would be 
formed to determine 
whether it should rule 
to prohibit physicians 
from practicing conversion therapy 
on minors.

Members of the council appeared 
before the Board on April 8 to call for 
the ban of conversion therapy, which is 
known as “Sexual Orientation Change 
Efforts” in the council’s petition. 

According to the petition, “Sexual 
Orientation Change Efforts” includes 
any practice by a licensed physician 
that seeks to change an individual’s 
sexual orientation, which may in-
clude changing behaviors, identity, 
and feelings.

Moving 
against 
therapy

Hancher, Joffrey create new work

Bowden
executive director

SEE LGBT, 3

The interior of the new  Hancher is seen on Tuesday. Hancher and the Joffrey have agreed to stage a new version of  The Nutcracker. 
(The Daily Iowan/Justus Flair)

SCOTUSUI DRINKING DROPS
The number of alcohol-related arrests has dropped drastically in Iowa City.

By ANNA ONSTAD-HARGRAVE  |  anna-onstad-hargrave@uiowa.edu

Despite being the No. 2 party school in the 
United States, alcohol arrests at the Univer-
sity of Iowa have decreased by 43 percent, 

and officials are attributing the decrease to a change 
in patrolling efforts. 

The UI police reported the drop in reports from a 
state Board of Regents meeting last week.

“The drop in arrests is due to new policies around 
Kinnick Stadium on game days and the fact that 

we're no longer patrolling inside bars,” said UI police 
Capt. Ian Scott. 

The Daily Iowan previously reported that in 2014, 
the UI police department decided to return to its 
“original focus,” by patrolling areas with high traffic, 
such as the Main Library, IMU, UIHC, and residence 
hall routes as opposed to the downtown area. 

The American College of Health Association’s Na-
tional College Health Assessment reported a simi-
lar decrease. According to the 2015 report, high-risk 

SEE ARRESTS, 3
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Michelle Brashear and her companions sit near the Pedestrian Mall on Tuesday. The three met each other by chance and chose to stick together with hopeful 
attitudes about the future. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit) 

UI backs pollution limits

New school on IC horizon

By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

A brand-new agreement 
between the University of 
Iowa and the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
designed to limit air-pollut-
ant emissions, has put the 
university’s 2020 sustain-
ability goals within reach.

The agreement consists 
of a 10-year Plant-wide 
Applicability Limit permit 
that restricts the amount of 
pollutants the UI can emit 
on a campus-wide scale 
rather than setting strict 
limits on each of the 437 
emission sources located 
across campus. On Tuesday, 
the UI Office of Sustain-
ability hosted a ceremony 
to celebrate the permit.

“This allows us to do 
things in a streamlined 
fashion with respect to our 
permitting,” said Senior 
Vice President for Finance 

and Operations Rod Leh-
nertz. “This is not only in-
creased efficiency and cost 
savings, but gives the uni-
versity flexibility to both 
test and execute biofuel 
production and use.”

The permit will be in ef-
fect for the next 10 years, 
and the UI can choose to 
renew it or convert back to 
adherence to limit emissions 
at each emission source.

The UI has set sustain-
ability goals to be accom-
plished by 2020. One of 
these goals includes con-
suming 40 percent renew-
able energy, mostly through 
locally sourced biofuels like 
oat hulls, wood chips, and 
miscanthus grass. 

Lehnertz said that in 
2015, the UI consumed an 
average of 14.4 percent re-
newable energy per day, 
and new flexibility from the 
permit will allow the UI to 
expand its production of en-

ergy from biomass to reach 
this goal.

The UI will have to 
track its emissions cam-
pus-wide every month 
and report every year to 
ensure it keeps emissions 
under the cap level.

“Flexibility also means re-
sponsibility,” Iowa Natural 
Resources Director Chuck 
Gipp said. “These are com-
plex and comprehensive 
permits. Instead of having 
each source of emissions 
being regulated and permit-
ted, you take all the emis-
sions points around campus 
and have an upper limit 
across campus.”

UI President Bruce Har-
reld said he was committed 
to sustainability.

“We’re going to meet our 
2020 goals, we’re going to 
exceed them, but I think we 
can do a better job,” Harreld 
said. “As I look at the world 
that a lot of our students are 

walking into, the issue of 
sustainability is going to be 
one of the most important 
issues our students are go-
ing to have to deal with.”

Another one of the 
goals for 2020 is to ex-
pand UI research in sus-
tainability-related ar-
eas, which Harreld said 
is one of the goals that 
could use more work.

“I’m encouraging fac-
ulty to introduce the no-
tions of sustainability in 
our coursework, perhaps 
create new certificate 
programs, maybe even 
a degree in this area, 
but most importantly, 
to push the envelope in 
research,” Harreld said. 
“You know you’re on a 
good thing in academic 
environments when the 
students are pulling you 
ahead, and that’s where 
we are to a large extent 
on this campus.”

By MADELINE MURPHY SMITH
madeline-m-smith@uiowa.edu

Iowa City will see a new 
elementary school within 
the next few years. 

The construction of 
Hoover Elementary will be 
completed by July 2017 and 
will be located near the in-
tersection of American Le-
gion and Barrington Roads. 
The project for the new 
school began on March 29. 

When the doors open in 
the fall of 2019, more than 
500 students will be able to 
call the new $14 million ele-
mentary school home.

The new elementary is a 
part of the school district’s 
10-year facilities plan ap-
proved in 2013 to “drive 
better education outcomes,” 
said Iowa City School Board 
President Chris Lynch.

“Hoover is a great 
example of everything 
we’re trying to do with 
the 10-year plan because 
it allows us to build new 
buildings and renovate 

current facilities,” he 
said “Many students on 
the East Side of Iowa 
City are being bused to 
school, so we’re trying to 
put the school where the 
kids are at and facilitate 
building communities 
around our schools.” 

Lynch said once 
Hoover is 
completed, 
L o n g f e l -
low, Lin-
coln, and 
Mann will 
use the 
b u i l d i n g 
as a tem-
p o r a r y 
home for 
their stu-
dents while their re-
spected buildings are 
being renovated through 
the district’s 10-year fa-
cilities plan. 

“Through the 10-year 
plan every classroom in the 
district will be transformed 
during that period,” he said.

Duane Van Hemert, 

the School District physi-
cal-plant director, said the 
driving force behind the 
new elementary was the 
steady increase of enroll-
ment in Iowa City schools 
across the district.

“Iowa City schools have 
been growing 300 to 400 
students per year, and a new 
facility like Hoover will help 
this enrollment growth,” he 
said. 

Van Hemert said Hoover is 
going to be “very attractive” 
from the outside and will 
have state of the art class-
rooms and a first-of-its kind 
storm shelter, which will at-
tract parents and students 
alike to the new building. 

While the 10-year plan 
will see new schools come 
to the Iowa City commu-
nity, the old elementary, 
Hoover Elementary, 2200 
E. Court St., will be closed 
in the fall of 2019. 

The closure of the original 
Hoover has several Iowa City 
community members “dis-
appointed” with the School 

Board’s decision, which led 
to the creation of the “Save 
Hoover” committee. 

Erin Kaufman, the Save 
Hoover chairwoman, said 
the organization’s commit-
tee is heavily involved in 
school board elections. She 
said the group is working 
to make sure the commu-
nity is aware of what is 
happening, and trying to 
get School Board officials 
to reconsider its decision.

“There are capacity needs 
in the district,” she said. 
“Closing an elementary 
school when we need ele-
mentaries does not make a 
lot of sense. There has never 
been a completely compel-
ling reason to close Hoover.” 

Kaufman said Hoover 
serves a lot of families and 
the school has a “strong and 
cohesive sense of communi-
ty” within the elementary. 

Both Lynch and Van 
Hemert said plans to 
close the original Hoover 
are still in action for the 
fall of 2019. 

Lynch
president

UI President Bruce Harreld and others spoke about sustainability at a ceremony on Tuesday.

Iowa Natural Resources Director Chuck Gipp speaks to the audience during the announcement of the Plant-wide Applicability Limit at University of Iowa’s Office of Sus-
tainability on Tuesday. The permit will give the university flexibility in managing emissions collectively from sources campus wide. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)
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while at the University of 
Chicago.

“Politics in judicial rul-
ings means that some-
thing other than law 
forms the basis of those 
decisions. It means the 
judge is reading his or 
her own views into the 

Constitution,” Grass-
ley said. "Unlike the 
president, I believe the 
biggest threat to public 
confidence in the court is 
the justices’ willingness 
to permit their own per-
sonal politics to influence 
their decisions."

Following the death of 
Justice Antonin Scalia in 
February, Senate Repub-
licans, led by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch Mc-

Connell, said they would 
not hold hearing to fill 
the seat until after the 
2016 presidential elec-
tion. A nominee had yet 
to be named at that time.

Garland was nominat-
ed by Obama on March 
16, despite Senate Re-
publican’s decisions to 
not move forward with 
hearings. Garland began 
meeting with with sen-
ators, both Republican 

and Democrats, later 
that same month.

The 63-year-old met 
with Illinois Sen. Mark 
Kirk, who is up for 
re-election this year in 
his state. Kirk is one of 
two Republican Sena-
tors who is in favor of 
holding hearings, along 
with Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, according to 
the Washington Post.

Garland served 19 

years in the D.C. circuit. 
He has received support 
from both Republicans 
and Democrats in the 
past, though Grassley 
did not support him in 
the past.

Grassley said Tuesday 
that judges have a role 
ensuring the govern-
ment is by the people and 
that they fulfill the role 
by trying to understand 
what a law meant “when 

the people’s representa-
tives enacted it.”

“If the justices decid-
ed cases that way, there 
would be a lot less pol-
itics in legal rulings,” 
Grassley said. “Unlike 
the president, I think 
that would be healthy 
for our democracy.  But 
more important, it was 
the understanding of 
those who wrote and ad-
opted our Constitution.”

Social and religious lead-
ers, therapy survivors, and 
health-care professionals 
joined members of the 
Council in presenting the 
petition to the Board. The 
council will present a simi-
lar petition to the Board of 
Psychology in May.

Mark Bowden, the exec-
utive director of the Iowa 
Board of Medicine, said the 
subcommittee would look 
at national standards and 
investigate medical prac-
tices associated with con-
version therapy over the 
course of six months to a 
year before reporting back 
to the full board.

“I think you can pre-

sume that the board will 
do its diligence in looking 
at the information that’s 
there before they deter-
mine whether or not it’s 
appropriate for this board 
to get involved in such a 
rule,” he said.

Keenan Crow, the dep-
uty director for LGBT or-
ganization Iowa One, said 
there is no scientific basis 
for conversion therapy.

“It’s a dangerous, dis-
credited practice aimed at 
changing the sexual ori-
entation or gender iden-
tity of someone,” Crow 
said. “It’s based on a false 
belief that being LGBT 
is a mental illness which 
needs to be cured.”

Bowden said the topic 
of conversion therapy is a 
sensitive one, but it will be 
a good discussion. 

“There was some concern 
expressed about the prohi-
bition, because there may 
be children who want the 
therapy, and if it was pro-
hibited then what would 
happen?” he said. 

Bowden said the Board 
of Medicine is not current-
ly aware of any physicians 
who are practicing conver-
sion therapy in Iowa, but 
they are still willing to look 
into a ban.

“As the petitioners ac-
knowledged in the meeting 
on Friday, they weren’t re-
acting to issues that were 
happening in Iowa,” he 
said. “They were talking 
about some issues in other 
states and they saw this as 
a potentially preemptive 
thing that Iowa could do.”

Crow said there are no 
medical centers openly ad-

vertising conversion thera-
py, so it is difficult to find 
out where it’s happening in 
the state.

“We hear from survivors 
on occasion who have gone 
through this, so it does 
seem to still be occurring,” 
Crow said. “But it is hard 
to track down in this par-
ticular state. A lot of kids 
will get sent out of state or 
they will go through under-
ground networks by word-
of-mouth.”

However, a ban from the 
Board of Medicine would 
only apply to physicians, 
leaving many nurse practi-
tioners, health counselors, 
social workers, and psy-
chologists unregulated. 

“There are many, ma-
ny other health-care pro-
viders in Iowa who might 
provide the same services,” 

Bowden said.  “So even if 
our Board of Medicine ad-
opted a rule that somehow 
reflected the objectives of 
the group, that certainly 
wouldn’t encompass every 
health-care provider who 
provides it.” 

Alex Bare, a voting mem-
ber of the Youth Advisory 
Counsel and a University 
of Iowa freshman, said the 
council tried to have simi-
lar law pass by the Legisla-
ture last year, but it could 
not make it past the House 
of Representatives. Upon 
learning that conversion 
therapy could be banned 
through the state medicine 
boards, the organization 
decided to petition.

“We see this as a step-
pingstone, as a way to an 
outright ban that we hope 
will pass through the Leg-

islature once the House be-
comes a little less hostile to 
social issues,” Bare said. “If 
this is able to go through 
the Board of Medicine and 
achieve the support of our 
state’s own doctors and 
psychiatrists, there’s really 
no way a Legislature is go-
ing to be able to say no to 
such a law.”

Bare said that by stand-
ing up against conversion 
therapy, the council hopes 
to raise awareness of the 
tactics that have been 
used against young LGBT 
individuals and create a 
safer environment if they 
aren’t sure whether to 
come out or not.

“So really, it’s not just 
about banning the prac-
tice, it’s also leading to 
public awareness and 
support,” he said.

ARRESTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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drinking had dropped 
from 70.3 percent in 2009 
to 54.2 percent in 2015. 

“Football-related alco-
hol charges and arrests 
have historically made 
up a significant portion 
of [UI police] arrests,” 
said Lucy Wiederholt, 
the interim director of 
UI Public Safety, in a 
statement. “Those ar-
rests continue to be down 

this year. Part of the de-
crease is because people 
are learning the rules 
and have been more co-
operative, and another 
part of that decrease is 
the lasting impact of the 
21-ordinance.” 

The number of students 
who had used alcohol 10 
or more days in the past 
30 days dropped from 
36.4 percent in 2009 to 
26.1 percent in 2015, and 
the average number of 
drinks consumed in one 
sitting dropped from 7.4 
in 2009 to 5.8 in 2015, ac-

cording to data 2015 from 
national assessment.

Rebecca Don, a behav-
ioral health consultant 
at Student Health & 
Wellness, said the de-
cline in alcohol use co-
incided with the imple-
mentation of the Alcohol 
Harm Reduction Plan, 
which was created by the 
Vice President of Stu-
dent Life in 2009.

The UI Alcohol Harm 
Reduction Plan focus-
es on reducing high-risk 
drinking on college cam-
pus. The plan includes 

the creation of the Alcohol 
Harm Reduction Advisory 
Committee. The panel is 
a multidisciplinary group 
of faculty, staff, and stu-
dents that advises Vice 
President for Student Life 
Tom Rocklin on forming 
a plan to decrease high-
risk drinking and related 
harmful consequences.

A campus-commu-
nity partnership was 
also created from the 
plan. The partnership 
is between the UI cam-
pus and the city and is 
called the Partnership 

for Alcohol Safety.
However, the UI still 

has work to do. According 
to the national-assess-
ment report, despite the 
decrease, UI students 
are still more likely to 
use alcohol, engage in 
high-risk drinking, and 
experience negative con-
sequences from use than 
the national average. 

“While we’re pleased 
to see these rates go 
down, it’s still a large is-
sue that has a huge im-
pact on the experience 
and success of students,” 

said Don. “It affects the 
entire culture of the uni-
versity. Even students 
who choose not to drink 
at all also feel some im-
pacts of the alcohol cul-
ture on campus.”

Don said the issue is 
not unique to the UI.

“It’s an issue colleges 
across the country are 
working on as well,” she 
said. “If there was an 
easy fix, someone would 
have fixed it. The reality 
is that it requires a mul-
tifaceted approach. It al-
so takes time.”



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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The Iowa Supreme Court is deliberating on 
a case that holds the voting fate for more 
than 20,000 Iowans. Griffin v. Branstad 

challenges Executive Order 70, issued by Gov. Ter-
ry Branstad in 2011, which overturned former Gov. 
Tom Vilsack’s 2005 executive order that automati-
cally reinstated voting rights to 115,000 ex-felons.

“Civil death,” or the stripping away of rights 
from a felon, is an old tradition. Most aspects of 
civil death have been abolished for decades if not 
centuries, but one portion still remains prevalent 
in some parts of the modern United States: felon 
disenfranchisement.

Felon-disenfranchisement laws vary drastically 
amng states. In Maine and Vermont, felons never 
lose the right to vote. In 38 states and the District 
of Columbia, most ex-felons are granted the right 
to vote after completing their sentences. The three 
harshest states on felon disenfranchisement are 
Florida, Kentucky, and Iowa.

When Vilsack issued his executive order in 2005, 
the move was both lauded and despised. Democrat 
lawmakers saw it as a long overdue update of the 
Iowa law that denied felons the right to vote per-
manently. The denial of voting rights is disruptive 
to the rehabilitation process and makes it clear 
that the Iowa justice system isn’t interested in re-
habilitation but perpetual punishment. The bar-
ring of ex-felons to vote also disproportionately 
affects minority Iowans, because black Iowans are 
sent to prison at a rate 13 times higher than their 
white neighbors, according to a 2007 analysis by 
the Washington-based the Sentencing Project.

Iowa’s Republican lawmakers saw the move as 

marring Iowa’s “tough-against-crime” image and 
a cheap political ploy to increase the numbers of 
Democrat voters. Of course, the disenfranchise-
ment of ex-felons, should it help Democrats, would 
inherently hurt Republicans in Iowa’s voting cy-
cles. Further, a “tough-against-crime” rhetoric 
doesn’t extend to voting rights. Taking away the 
right to vote is not an efficient deterrent against 
crime, in the same way that the death penalty has 
little to no effect on crime rates. The primary pur-
pose of penalties is to deter crime from happening. 
Inefficient penalties are therefore not useful to the 
state and should be removed.

Re-entering society after living in the prison 
system is a difficult transition, made more diffi-
cult by the label of felon, which removes many op-
portunities in housing and in the workforce. The 
right to vote is an essential part of the American 
democratic system and a fundamental right; deny-
ing it to ex-felons, people who have been deemed 
safe enough to return to civilian life, is an outdat-
ed and alienating practice. Through his executive 
order, Branstad has added another hurdle in the 
process of reintegration for ex-felons in the state 
of Iowa.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes the 
right to vote should be automatically extended to 
people who have paid their debt to society and are 
looking to re-enter their communities successfully. 
As an integral part of being an American, denying 
the right to vote to ex-felons is an alienating prac-
tice. It might help Republicans in Iowa politically, 
but it hurts the process of rehabilitation for ex-fel-
ons and is an archaic practice that should be ended.
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Restore felons’ voting rights 
COLUMN

Former President Bill 
Clinton was recently con-
fronted about his 1994 
crime bill by protesters at a 
campaign rally for his wife, 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton. 
Though he said he “liked 
protesters,” Bill Clinton was 
not afraid to express his 
opinion on how he felt the 
bill changed America.

“Because of the bill, we 
had a 25-year low in crime, 
a 33-year low in the murder 
rate, and because of that 
and the background-check 
law, we had a 46-year low in 
deaths of people involving 
hand gun violence,” he said 
to the protesters. 

It is important to under-
stand these thoughts. When 
this bill was created, mil-
lions lived in fear. Crime was 
a hot topic in the country. 
President Clinton worked 
on trying to get to the root 
of the problem.  On a more 
modern note, he is not on-
ly defending his policy but 
those put forward by his 
wife’s campaign.

Yet, is his stance in the bill 
correct? It is hard to ignore 
the fact that decades of in-
carceration have done dam-
age. The major benefit of the 
bill was to put more cops on 
the streets. At the time that 
this bill was passed, there 
were a large number of vio-
lent crimes. Putting more of-
ficers in communities would 
help police departments re-
spond to the large volume of 
calls they were receiving. 

Departments were also 
told to create their own ap-
proach to changing the com-
munity. President Clinton 
talked about how this would 
help in poor urban areas 
and restore faith that the 
government could positively 
change these areas. 

These supposed benefits 
have come with some sig-
nificant downfalls. Many 
African Americans, par-
ticularly in cities like New 
York, have been stopped 
for no legal reason. It is not 
acceptable for people to be 
subject to unconstitutional 
or inappropriate stops.

The Black Lives Mat-
ter movement has tried to 
rally for change, and this 
hit close to home in Iowa. 
According to the Human 
Rights Watch, “In Minneso-
ta and Iowa, blacks consti-
tute a share of the prison 
population that is 12 times 
greater than their share 
of the state population.” 
Other estimates, like from 
the Sentencing Project, put 
the number of blacks sent 
to prison at 13 times the 
white population, compared 
to their overall population.  
These statistics show that 
changes need to be made in 
our criminal justice system. 

Police should be better 
monitored so that issues 
like this do not arise. No-
body should have to worry 
about corrupt police offi-
cers.  The second issue is 
the number of people who 
are incarcerated. Prisoners 
cost the United States mil-
lions of dollars each year. 
We should train police of-
ficers to help get people off 
the street and reduce crime 
rather than simply mak-
ing arrests. There should 
be a bigger focus on trying 
to help people and making 
sure that they get the help 
they need. If we can give 
offenders a helping hand, 
we will run in to far fewer 
problems. The drug offend-
ers who are taking up space 
in our jail wouldn’t pose a 
major threat if they had the 
tools to be successful.  

We need to find a new 
solution to crime rather 
than dwell over this bill. 
Former President Clinton 
might be trying to defend 
his wife’s policies, but it is 
time for change.  Under-
standing how this bill failed 
will help to lead to the fu-
ture of crime policies.

STACEY MURRAY  Editor-in-Chief 
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Dissociation, daydreaming, 
and doing so in school

Many of us have sat 
through numerous 
lectures, conversa-
tions, and readings in 
which afterwards we 
retained nothing. This 
has happened to me 
countless times. Dis-
sociation is the word 
that best describes 
this. It means the lack 
of connection to one’s 
thoughts, memories, 
and sense of identity. 
The severity of dis-
sociation is seen as a 
spectrum from day-
dreaming to forgetting 
what you have read 
in a book or the walk 
home from class. More 
severe cases are clas-
sified as Dissociative 
Identity Disorder. 

Dissociation disor-
ders are more common 
than you might think; 
7 percent of the popula-
tion may have had one 
at one time or anoth-
er, according to Men-
tal Health America. 
Dissociative disorders, 
like many other mental 
disorders, are difficult 
to spot in patients and 
many go undiagnosed 
for years. 

Mental Health Amer-
ica states that almost 
one-third of people 
say they occasionally 
feel they are watching 
themselves in a movie. 
Four percent of the peo-
ple in the above demo-
graphic say that they 
feel that way one-third 
of the time. These inci-
dents occur generally in 
our juvenile years and 
decline after our 20s. 
As a child of the dig-
ital age, this could be 
owing to the fact that 
our young brains have 
become accustomed to 
transient faint facts in 

such a fickle time in 
our lives.   

Daydreaming can 
sometimes become con-
flated with dissociation. 
Psychology today con-
ducted a survey that 
indicated that about 96 
percent of adults en-
gage in daydreaming 
on a daily basis. I can 
see where the two can 
become easily confused 
for each other. 

Daydreams are fan-
tasies that do not nec-
essarily reflect your 
everyday life. They can 
be controlled but they 
take the effort to main-
tain. Even though day-
dreams may seem insig-
nificant, they can shape 
our interactions and 
cause happiness among 
other things. Dissociat-
ing can happen when 
completing tedious 
tasks, or walking or 
driving home. They are 
usually brought on by 
triggers, which can vary 
from person to person. 
The obvious benefits of 

daydreaming outshine 
those of dissociating. It 
can feel as though the 
body is merely a vessel 
and a detached feeling. 

While wandering 
the deep recesses of 
my brain through day-
dreaming, I have found 
comfort and solace. 
In class, I have found 
something different, a 
detachment from the en-
tire class. This could be 
attributed to the lack of 
sleep or the general pre-
occupancy that I have 
with the past weekend. 
Owning up to this is 
the needed push I need 
to increase the already 
lacking attention I pay 
in lecture and life. There 
is a stark contrast be-
tween dissociation and 
daydreaming, and there 
has to be an acknowl-
edgement of the two. 
There needs to be an 
open conversation about 
mental health regard-
ing those who engage in 
actions that are malad-
justed to daily function.

Uber has been 
welcome in Iowa 
City for more than 
a year

In February 2015, the Iowa City 
City Council passed an ordinance 
that identified Transportation 
Network Companies, such as Uber, 
and allowed them to enter the 
local market. Uber chose at that 
time to not operate here because 
its officials considered our safety 
regulations as “arcane and cum-
bersome.” In the meantime, the 
city has drafted a new ordinance 
that would enable Uber to steal 
from local businesses while oper-
ating by a different set of rules. 
Consequently, Uber presented 
Iowa City with an ultimatum: 
Approve this ordinance or Uber 
will leave.

Uber has seized on the public 
demand and the myopic pub-
lic-relations campaign put forth 
by their supporters. What would 
it say about the integrity of our 
city councilors, who worked so 
hard to develop safety standards 
that the local transportation com-
panies have willingly adopted, if 
they would now choose to throw 

those regulations aside because 
of an ultimatum from Uber?

Anyone who dares question 
this new ordinance is labeled 
“anti- competition” or “anti-in-
novation.” To the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Visitors and 
Convention Bureaus: ask the 
Marriott,  the hotelVetro, and 
the Sheraton what they do 
when guests ask about Uber. 
They professionally and unapol-
ogetically order their guests 
a safe, reliable, and local cab. 
They don’t run around saying 
the sky is fall ing because we 
don’t have Uber. 

I suggest we show our leader-
ship with an innovative and untra-
ditional solution to this worldwide 
problem rather than giving in to 
an ultimatum. This is the only 
way to ensure a level playing field 
and to avoid an equal protection 
lawsuit. Let us adopt a separate, 
less cumbersome ordinance that 
simply recognizes and allows 
transportation companies to oper-
ate and manage their apps in Iowa 
City while also recognizing that 
those who may choose to drive for 
companies have to comply with all 
existing ride-for-hire regulations. 

We have this opportunity to 

avoid repeating the problems 
other cities around the world have 
experienced. We can avoid further 
legal costs and learn from their 
mistakes, which have resulted 
in diminished safety standards, 
discrimination and price-gouging 
lawsuits, and accidents resulting 
in death, just to name a few. We, 
the people of Iowa City, can give 
UBER an ultimatum: Play by our 
rules. We’ve gotten along just fine 
without you.

We are a progressive city of 
innovation and creativity. We’ve 
arrived here through hard work 
and thoughtful regulation. Not by 
allowing a monopolizing, labor 
standards wrecking, discriminat-
ing, privacy invader write our local 
laws. Show some backbone. Don’t 
apologize. And don’t be fooled. 

Joseph Laskowski

Francis 
disappoints, backs 
discrimination

On April 8, the Vatican released 
the apostolic exhortation “The 
Joy of Love.” As a lifelong Catholic 
and a gay man, the proclama-
tionis  deeply troubling, because 
it dodges any discussion of gay 

marriage based in evidence.
When Pope Francis writes that 

“there are absolutely no grounds 
for considering homosexual 
unions to be in any way similar 
remotely analogous to God’s 
plan for marriage and family,” it 
reflects a fundamental misunder-
standing of what constitutes a 
marriage and/or family.

The church claims that “every 
child deserves a father and a 
mother.” There is no evidence 
that kids with straight parents 
have better outcomes than those 
with gay parents. You don’t get 
to make a claim that has no evi-
dence to support it— that’s what 
we call a lie. It will not stand.

Francis and the Catholic Church 
are wrong on this one. Nobody 
gets to hide behind the idea of 
“God’s plan for marriage and fami-
ly” as an excuse for hurtful rhetoric 
and discrimination; it’s dishonest. 
This kind of teaching discredits the 
moral authority of the church and 
anyone (clergy or layperson) that 
stands in line with it.

Unless it comes around, the 
church (and its people) will continue 
to be an agent in the discrimination 
it claims to seek to prevent.

Rob Humble

Keith Reed
keith-reed@uiowa.edu 

Samuel Studer
samuel-studer@uiowa.edu
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By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

Posters for sexual-as-
sault-survivor support of-
ten depict white, college 
women. But what about 
women who aren’t white?

Tiffany Flowers sees the 
hyper-sexualization of Afri-
can- American women as a 
cultural problem that pre-
vents many women from 
coming forward about their 
experiences with sexual vio-
lence and assault.

Flowers, an assistant di-
rector of Amani Community 
Services, will give a lecture at 
5 p.m. Thursday in 256 IMU. 
The lecture will discuss the sto-
ries she has heard at her job, an 
organization in Cedar Rapids 

that assists African-American 
survivors of domestic abuse 
and sexual assault.

“It is a growing issue and 
consistent issue as far as the 
silence of African American 
women, women that come 
forward and talk about 
their experiences with sex-
ual assault,” Flowers said. 
Rebecca Howard, a Just 
Living Student Ambassador 
had never realized “sexual 
assault has been completely 
whitewashed.”

“We subscribe to the nar-
rative that puts a white, col-
lege woman on the cover as 
sexual assault survivors, but 
there are entire demograph-
ics we are not talking about,” 
Howard said. “I thought it 
would be important, espe-

cially on a college campus, to 
hold an event where someone 
who has dedicated her whole 
life to assisting survivors in 
the African-American com-
munity, to educate others on 
the specific plights regarding 
objectification, sexualization, 
and, ultimately, sexual vio-
lence many African-Ameri-
can women face.”

Many overlook the correla-
tion between hyper-sexual-
ization and sexual violence, 
particularly regarding wom-
en of color, she said. 

Erika Christiansen, the 
director of programming & 
events in the Office of Out-
reach & Engagement, said 
she hopes the lecture will 
contribute to an essential 
discussion.

“The topic of social justice 
is relevant to each person; 
it connects us with others,” 
Christiansen said. “Injustice 
affects all of us. Learning the 
implications these acts hold 
over a community will be 
beneficial to anyone in at-
tendance, Flowers said. 

“Whether or not it’s their 
personal story, it is an issue 
that is affecting our cowork-
ers, their children,” Flowers 
said. “Their children are in-
teracting with other children, 

who may be victims of sex-
ual assault, so this is some-
thing that is impacting them 
whether or not they might 
be aware of it. This lecture 
is to show some of the im-
plications of the victim, and 
the perpetrator as well, and 
the ripple effect they have on 
their community.”

Flowers biggest recommen-
dation to begin addressing 
this problem is to speak up.

“One of the biggest things is 
coming forward and breaking 

the silence,” she said. “I am a 
big believer that silence is the 
most oppressing force in sexu-
al assault and sexual violence 
and the biggest contributor to 
a culture of sexual violence.”

LECTURE 
“ExHOTic Girls Wanted: The 
Objectification of African American 
Women” 
When: Thursday at 5 p.m. 
Where: Lucas Dodge Room, IMU 
Admission: Free

Going all exHotic in eastern Iowa

By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Usually, the removal 
of a historically signif-
icant house would be 
cause for controversy.

This is not the case with 
the Houser-Metzger house, 
which is being relocated next 
month from 422 Iowa Ave. to 
623 E. College St. by the Io-
wa City Friends of Historic 
Preservation in order to save 
it from demolition.

The property at 410 and 
422 Iowa Ave. was bought 
about a year ago by Wis-
consin-based developers J. 
Michael Real Estate, who 
donated the Houser-Metzger 
house to the Friends of His-
toric Preservation at no cost, 
said Alicia Trimble, the exec-
utive director of the group. 

“When we first found out 
the houses were coming 

down, we didn’t think there 
was much we could do,” 
Trimble said. “Then we were 
approached by a member 
with the idea to move the 
house to 623 College St.”

That location, in the College 
Green Historic District and 
only about two blocks away 
from the houses’ current spot, 
became available because the 
house previously there was 
struck by lighting last year, 
said Jessica Bristow, the devel-
opment director with Friends 
of Historic Preservation.

“In order to take down a 
house in a historic district, the 
owner has to prove the house is 
irreparable,” Bristow said. “The 
Friends took on the project, 
worked with the owner of the 
property, and submitted an ap-
plication to the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission to tear 
down that house and move the 
Houser-Metzger house there.”

The entire project is expect-
ed to cost the Friends of His-
toric Preservation more than 
$200,000, Trimble said. The 
money will come from a loan 
taken out and money saved 
up by the group, as well as do-
nations from the community.

That the house was built 
in 1898 will not make it 
harder to move, said Rick 
Goodwin, the owner of Good-
win House Moving. Good-
win’s family has been mov-
ing houses in Iowa City for 
more than 85 years.

“It’s challenging any-
time you move something 
this big, but it’s what we 
do,” Goodwin said. 

United Action for Youth, 
the previous occupants of the 
buildings, will move its op-
erations into a new space in 
Eastdale Plaza, but will stay 
at their location at 355 Iowa 
Ave. in order to keep a pres-

ence near downtown, said 
Genevieve Anglin, the orga-
nization’s business director.

United Action for Youth 
was given a one-year lease 
on the houses after selling 
them to allow the nonprofit 
time to find a new place to 
operate, Anglin said. 

The other house, at 410 Iowa 
Ave., will not be spared from 
the wrecking ball, because of 
additions made to the building, 
the cost of moving a house, and 
lack of a place to put it.

A five-story apartment 
building to house students 
will be built on the property 
where the houses stood, said 
Jim Corcoran, a real-estate 
agent with J. Michael Realty.

The building will have 
100 one- to three-bedroom 
apartments, Corcoran said. 

As for the Houser-Metzger 
house, Friends of Historic 
Preservation will renovate it 

after its relocation, then sell it. 
Any proceeds will be saved for 
future preservation projects. 

“We’ll do some mainte-
nance, there will be a new 
foundation poured, and we’ll 
remodel the bathrooms and 
kitchen, basically get it set 

up as a single-family home,” 
she said. “This really worked 
out well; all the pieces came 
together at the right time, and 
I hope this sets a sort of prec-
edent for how to save histori-
cally significant structures in 
the future.”

Historic house finds a new IC home

The Houser-Metzger house is shown on Iowa Avenue on Monday. The house will be 
moved to  College Street for historical preservation; the previous residence was struck by 
lightning and demolished. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit) 

ARTS & CULTURE



• Chief Diversity Office Weekly Conversations, noon, 
2780 University Capitol Center
• Jay Walljasper, All That We Share: A Discussion of the 
Commons, 3:30 p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber
• Renee Trilling Lecture, How Bodies Matter in Premo-
dernity, 3:30 p.m., 304 EPB
• Habitat for Humanity: Affordable Housing, 5:30 
p.m., 346 IMU
• Jay Walljasper: 25 Ways You Can Create a Strong 
Community, Senior Center Assembly Hall
• Book Selling in the Internet Age, 6:30 p.m., Main 
Library Special Collections
• Network, Owl of Minerva Screening, 7 p.m., 101 Becker
 

• “Live From Prairie Lights,” Kyle McCord & Wayne Miller, 
poetry, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 
• Lecture by Molly Soda, visiting artist in intermedia, 
7:30 p.m., 116 Art Building West
• Writers’ Workshop Reading, Adam Levin & Camille 
Bordas, fiction, 8:15 p.m., Dey House

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

Lessons learned in 2016 
so far

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet during a stressful 

week at work.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet while on vacation.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet on a friend’s birthday.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet on the weekend 

of a wedding.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet while on a holiday.

• I cannot reasonably hope 
to begin a diet when I am 
coming down with a cold.

• I cannot reasonably hope 
to begin a diet when I am 

recovering from a cold.

• I cannot reasonably hope 
to begin a diet on a day 

when a major movie opens 
in wide release.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet on a day where I 

have a date that night.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet on any weekend.

• I cannot reasonably hope to 
begin a diet on any weekday.

• Peppered turkey jerky dipped 
in marshmallow fluff and 

washed down with Guinness is 
very tasty.

Andrew R. Juhl went on 
a diet just as soon as he fin-

ished this Ledge.

I like the dreams of the future better than the history of the past.
—Thomas Jefferson

KRUI  
     programming

WEDNESDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
9:30 A.M.-11 UWIN
12 NEWS AT NOON
1-2 OFF THE IVY
2-3 THE NFL
3-4 LITTLE ASIAN IN IOWA
4-5 ROUND RIVER RADIO
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 PAT’S PICKS
8-9 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HYBRID MOMENTS

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Look before you leap. Don’t infringe on 
others’ rights in order to get what you want. Find a way to do your own 
thing without ruffling feathers, and you’ll avoid an emotional situation. 
Understanding and patience will be required. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Focus on your personal and domestic 
goals. Include those you love in your plans. Love and compassion will 
be reciprocated and result in priceless rewards. Opportunities will de-
velop as a result of hard work and flawless presentation.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be outgoing, but don’t offer to do some-
thing you don’t have time for or will tire of quickly. Your desire for 
change and diversity will be met with opposition if balance and com-
promise aren’t applied. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Keep your plans simple, and be moderate 
in your expenditures. Emotions will flare if you let someone’s unpredict-
ability get to you. Make learning, exploring, and trying new things your 
focus instead of worrying about what others do or say. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Jump into action, and show everyone what you 
are capable of accomplishing. Be prepared to deal with an unexpected 
expense. Take a short trip if it will help you discover information about 
something that interests you personally.  
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Plan to have fun, and you will brighten 
someone’s day. Do things that bring you closer to someone you love or 
that put you more in tune with someone you work with. That will bring 
stellar results and lead to new beginnings.  
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Share your feelings, have no regrets. As long 
as you feel good about who you are and what you have done, nothing 
else matters. Be true to yourself, and keep moving, even if recent results 
have not been encouraging. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Lay out your plans, and what you have to 
offer. Don’t play down your talent. Toot your own horn, and let every-
one know what you are capable of. Opportunity is in reach if you are 
willing to step into the spotlight. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Honesty will be a deciding factor 
when dealing with friends, your lover, and those in a position of author-
ity. Concentrate on having fun and spending time with the people you 
love. Be yourself, and stop trying to outdo others.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Proceed with caution. Keep anyone 
who can’t make up her or his mind at arm’s length. If you are going to 
achieve your objective, you will need solid answers from people who 
know what they want. Don’t let your emotions take over.  
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Avoid trouble, and if someone is argu-
mentative, back away. Look for ways to improve your appearance and 
your talents. Take on a physical challenge, or put your energy into 
pleasing someone you feel passionately about. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Take advantage of an emotional situation 
to bring you closer to someone who inspires you to be yourself. Expand 
your interests. Encouragement is a two-way street, so reward those who 
share things with you.
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Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a 
private donor and will appear weekly this semester. The team’s 
mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and report on 
topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and 
the United States, and to recognize the importance of a strong 
ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content.
 
Email dailyiowanepi@gmail.com with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

Chris Peters,  who is running as 
a Republican in the 2nd Congres-
sional District,  will  hold a fund-
raiser later this 
month with 
one of Iowa’s 
representa-
tives.

The event, 
slated for 
April  23 in 
Davenpor t, 
will  feature 
Rep. Rod Blum, 
R-Iowa. Blum 
represents the 1st District.

Peters,  a Coralville surgeon 
and owner of Corridor Surger y 
and Vein Center, is  running to 
be the GOP candidate to go up 
against incumbent Rep. Dave 
Loebsack. Peters kicked off his 

campaign on the first weekend 
of April.  He was approved by 
Republican Paul Pate, the Iowa 
secretar y of State, in March as 
a candidate after the campaign 
submitted a candidate affidavit 
by mail  that had gathered 2,200 
signatures.    

Peters is a former Liber tar-
ian Par ty National Committee 
member and was previously an 
independent before becoming a 
registered Republican.

Here are the event 
details:

Chris Peters Fundraising Event
Where :  Scott County GOP 

Office, 2322 E. Kimberly Road 
Suite 235, Davenpor t.

When :  April  23 at 7 p.m.
Costs :  Host Committee (two 

tickets) are $250 and guests (1 
ticket) is $25.

— by Rebecca Morin

The University of Iowa Iowa Electronic Markets are small-scale futures 
markets using real money that can lead to a payoff depending on economic 
and political events — including the 2016 presidential election. The stocks 
are based on $1.

Here are the bids for the 2016 Presidential Vote Share Market, which is 
similar to a poll that will determine which party a voter will choose. 

The number of votes Democrats could get this election has gone up, 
while it has gone down for Republicans. According to the latest bid, Demo-
crats will lead with the number of votes, compared with Republicans.

Here are the bids for the 2016 Winner-Take-All Market, in which the 
prices in the graph are the probability of that party being chosen. According 
to the latest bid, the probability Democrats will win has gone unchanged, 
as well as for the Republicans.

Bid Ask Last 

Bid  Ask Last

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

.686 .699 .699

.554 .646 .635

.366 .398 .399

.300 .322 .300

Peters to hold 
fundraiser

GRAPHICS BY KENYON ELLSWORTH

By MITCH MCANDREW   |   MMCANDREW@UIOWA.EDU

Democrats Monica Vernon and Pat Murphy may have some explaining to do tonight. 
The two candidates, who will face off in the June 7 primary in hopes of retaking Iowa’s 

1st Congressional District from first-term Rep. Rod Blum, R-Iowa, have been working to 
account for parts of their past that seem at odds with their party. The two will particpate 
in a debate at 7 p.m. at Loras College.

Pat Murphy’s anti-abortion position
Murphy, a former Iowa Speaker of the House who represented Dubuque in the Iowa House 

for 12 terms, received a 100 percent rating from the Iowa Right to Life Committee in 2001 
and again in 2004. Later that same year, he joined Iowa’s chapter of Democrats for Life of 
America, which listed him as an “All-Star Pro-Life Democrat.” 

But as an Iowa legislator, Murphy supported several measures to increase wom-
en’s rights. 

He cosponsored an Equal Rights Amendment Bill in the 1995 that ensured “equality 
of rights under the law.” In 1998, he voted to prohibit insurance companies from denying 
coverage of FDA-approved contraceptive drugs and devices in a bill that became law two 
years later.

Murphy said this record proves he has worked hard to protect women’s rights. 
“I have done more to protect women’s rights than Monica has,” he said. “She has no re-

cord of doing it at all.” 
Murphy also maintains he has been pro-choice since 2003, “when Monica Vernon was still 

Republican and supporting pro-life candidates.” 
Bret Nilles, the chairman of the Linn County Democratic Central Committee, attributes Mur-

phy’s past pro-life position to his constituency.
“That was based on him representing a portion of Dubuque,” he said. “I think after a while, that may-

be wasn’t where he stood personally anymore.”

Monica Vernon and the ‘R’
On the other hand, Vernon, the Cedar Rapids ity councilor and mayor pro tem who ran for lieutenant governor 

in Jack Hatch’s unsuccessful 2014 gubernatorial bid, was registered as a Republican until she switched parties 
in 2009.

The switch came at a time when Vernon was considering a bid to be mayor of Cedar Rapids, even though Cedar 
Rapids council races are nonpartisan. And although Vernon never ran for mayor, she remained a Democrat. 

Michelle Gajewski, Vernon’s campaign manager, said the switch was not politically motivated but an effort to 
align with the party that more accurately represented her personal values. 

“There just came a point for her where she didn’t want to have an ‘R’ next to her name because it really wasn’t 
who she was,” she said. 

Gajewski said Vernon was a registered Republican until 2009 only because she didn’t participate in partisan 
politics, which included city council races. 

“Over time, she didn’t pay attention to it because she just wanted to do good work,” she said. “Then when she 
became more involved in partisan politics, she registered as a Democrat.” 

Trading blows
The two camps have scuffled over their Democratic records, beginning not long after Murphy announced his 

campaign last summer. Emily’s List, a national organization focused on electing pro-choice Democrats, called 
Murphy bad for women’s access to health care. Murphy disputed this claim, saying it centered on his record from 
more than a decade ago. 

Emily’s List also released what it called a clarified version of Murphy’s record, which was initially emailed to 
supporters by Murphy’s campaign. The organization said its version of Murphy’s record more accurately conveyed 
his stance on women’s rights issues. 

“Voters deserve to know Pat Murphy’s real record when it comes to women and families, not the revisionist his-
tory he conveniently chooses to highlight,” Rachel Thomas, the press secretary for Emily’s List, wrote in an email. 

Murphy has responded by criticizing Vernon’s Republican past and working to cast himself as a true progres-
sive. His campaign has released records that emphasize his credibility as a Democrat, including his original 1977 
voter-registration form, clearly checked “Democrat.”

Both campaigns, however, deny accusations of mudslinging. 
“Everyone has to run the best campaign for themselves, for what they want to be talking about,” Gajewski said. 

“We spend time talking about Monica and why she’s running for Congress.” 
Despite several attacks on Vernon, Murphy also said he was focused on the issues and not on tearing down 

his rival. 
“I don’t care what any one group says,” Murphy said, referring to Emily’s List. “I’m focused on the voters 

in the 1st District.” 

Will voters care? 
While any history the candidates have with the Republican Party could be disappointing to 

1st District Democrats, the candidates and Democratic Party leaders that The Daily Iowan 
interviewed say there are more important things at stake in this election. 

Murphy named Social Security’s lack of increase in 2015 as an important issue for Io-
wans, and he criticized Blum for voting for a budget that would privatize Medicare. 

Gajewski said Vernon spends much of her time building coalitions with labor unions and 
Democrats across the state and establishing herself as the candidate who can defeat Blum. 

Nilles said the more important contrast between the two is not their record from a de-
cade ago but their experience. 

“I think it’s a difference between someone who has been in the Iowa Legislature for a 
long time versus someone who has been an entrepreneur and work with city government,” 
he said. 

He said voters should also compare the candidates’ evolvolution since the 2014 election, in 
which Murphy beat several Democrats (including Vernon) for the nomination but lost the seat 
to Blum. 

“Monica has learned from her experience being on a statewide campaign,” he said. “But what’s 
different from when Pat lost two years ago and now? What’s changed?”

DEMOCRATS GET TESTY IN 
FIRST DISTRICT

Peters
surgeon



back I said, ‘I’m done screw-
ing around.’ ”

Ritter struck out the 
next three Falcons and 
pitched two more innings 
without allowing anoth-
er run.   

At the plate, the 
Hawkeyes shone all 
through the lineup. Senior 
centerfielder Joel Booker 
led the comeback, going 
1-for-3 at the plate with 
2-RBI single to extend the 
team’s lead to 9-6.

Booker said he got help 
from coaches and even 
a teammate during his 
game-changing at-bat.

“You just go to your scout-
ing report and listen to 
your coaches,” Booker said.  
“Luckily, [Daniel Aaron] 
Moriel was on second base.  
He kind of tipped the pitch 
to me and told me a slider 
was coming.”

Booker also said the 
Hawks never lost sight of 
a victory, even trailing 6-0 
in the sixth.

“You’ve just got to stay 
positive,” Booker said. “In 
the sixth inning, there’s still 
a lot of baseball left.” 

Booker led the team with 
2 RBIs, with several others 
contributing one to the stun-
ning comeback.  Zach Dan-
iels, Tyler Peyton, Moriel, 
Robert Neustrom, and Eric 
Schenck-Joblinske also plat-

ed runners for the Hawks.
For today’s second game 

of the midweek contest 
with the Falcons (6:05 p.m.  
at Banks Field) Heller said 
the same determination 
would be needed to earn 

another win.
“We just need to keep 

improving and getting 
better,” Heller said.  “I feel 
good about where we’re at 
right now.”

 

‘We knew he had it in him; it was just a matter of time before he 
broke out,“I think running on the 4x1 just opened him up even more 

and put him at a whole new level.’
— Joey Woody, director of track and field
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Carver may be 
renovated 

Carver-Hawkeye is already one of the 
most iconic buildings in Iowa City, and now 
it’s scheduled to get quite a boost in the 
coming year.

Carver-Hawkeye, which hosts events for 
the men’s and women’s basketball teams, 
volleyball, wrestling, and gymnastics, 
despite a passionate fan base inside, can 
occasionally be said to encourage a less-
than-perfect game-day atmosphere.

Sometimes things get too quiet, and the 
fans have trouble getting engaged. Other 
times, when they do get loud, they can 

drown out the sound system. The University 
of Iowa seeks to address those issues in a 
major way, and it will look for an approval 
next week for a $3.5 million to $5.5 million 
renovation.

A massive video board will be installed 
over center court, with four separate screens 
facing each sideline and baseline.

The board will be provided by Daktronics 
Inc. and is estimated to cost $2.8 million. 
However, the approval at this point is not 
particularly detailed and is “subject to 
completion of satisfactory negotiations 
with the firm.” Therefore, the cost for the 
purchase and installation of the board has a 
cap at $3.5 million.

In addition to the video board, there 
will be a revamping of the sound system 
as well as additional screens around the 
arena and near the tunnel. Including a 
new control room, the video board, and 
sound system, the project as a whole may 
reach, but not exceed, $5.5 million.

The Athletics Department earnings and 
gifts will pay for the renovations in no more 
than five years, and the arena is scheduled to 
be completely functional by August.

After the UI made all sorts of noise 
across its spors programs in 2015-16, 
Carver-Hawkeye will surely follow suit 
next year.

— by Kyle Mann

SPORTS

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 10 

GYM
CONTINUED FROM 10

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

Larrison finished right 
behind, coming in second 
at the Click Shootout and 
also ranking 11th in team 
history, 19th in 
the country.

After run-
ning a person-
al-best time in 
the 400-hurdles 
at the Florida 
Relays earlier, he 
followed up with a 
better time, 51.22 
seconds.

“He’s just working hard,” 
Iowa Director of Track and 
Field Joey Woody said. 
“He’s put a lot of work in. 
He’s got a good mindset, 
trying to get better every 
week. His race rhythm is 
really good.”

Larrison said his next 
goal is to accomplish what 
Wolff did at the Click, 
breaking 51 seconds.

“Afterwards, I just look 
at my time and place and 
figure out what adjust-
ments and things I need 
to fix for next time,” Lar-
rison said.

While Wolff and Lar-
rison made headlines by 
snagging top-two finishes, 

Douglas ran a career best 
in that race as well, cross-
ing the finish line in 52.82 
seconds.

He finished fifth in the 
race.

Each Hawkeye hurdler 
could have a shot at great-
ness; the name of the game 

is depth, something Iowa 
has been looking for in the 
400-hurdles.

“We hav-
en’t had the 
depth in the 
4 0 0 - h u r -
dles for 
a couple 
of years,” 
Woody said. 
“We have 
two, three 
good guys 
in there, 
competing, trying to make 
the finals.”

Wolff echoed his coach’s 
comments.

“Compared to years 
past, we have more hur-
dlers in general,” he said. 

“We’re all pretty close and 
support each other. They 
chemistry is really there.”

Frye’s breakout perfor-
mance

DeJuan Frye, a fresh-
man from Lacey, Washing-

ton, busted out for arguably 
his best meet in a Hawkeye 
uniform.

Frye won the 400 me-
ters, clocking in the best 
time of his career and the 
seventh best time in Iowa 
history (46.58 seconds).

“Winning felt good,” he 
said. “It really helps my 
confidence that I know I 
can run with faster people.”

His time ranks fourth in 
the Big Ten.

Frye was also a member 
of the first-place 400-meter 
relay. Along with Christian 
Brissett, Aaron Mallett, 
and James Harrington, the 
squad finished in 39.53 sec-
onds, fourth fastest in pro-
gram history.

“I need[ed] to run for 
my life because James was 
coming in hot when I got 
the baton,” Frye said. “I was 
just trying to compete.”

Frye’s specialty is in the 
400, but his coach switched 
things up by inserting him 
into a shorter race.

“We knew he had it 
in him; it was just a 
matter of time before 
he broke out,” Woody 
said. “I think run-
ning on the 4x1 just 
opened him up even 
more and put him at 
a whole new level.”

National rankings
As of the latest NCAA 

track and field rankings, 
the Hawkeyes are slotted 
at No. 33.

The team moved up two 
spots following the Click 
Shootout.

According to these rank-
ings, Iowa stands as the 
fifth-best team in the Big 
Ten, which has three teams 
in the top 25.

In the Midwest region, 
however, Iowa comes in at 
second. 

theirexperience from last 
season to come out with a 
better outcome.

“We have made it two 
out of the three years as 
a team, which I did not 
think would happen in 
my whole life, so it is ex-
citing coming back and be-
ing able to show everyone 
what we are capable of,” 

Loochtan said.
The experience that the 

seniors gained last year 
is the experience that the 
current juniors are look-
ing to gain.

“I haven’t told the 
younger guys anything 
yet, but when the time 
comes, I will set them 
up with everything they 
need to know,” Boyle said.

Iowa juniors Andrew 
Botto, Caleb Fisch-
le-Faulk, Cory Paterson, 
David Spanier, and Mark 

Springett will look to 
absorb as much informa-
tion as possible as they 
look forward to next sea-
son, when they will be 
the new leaders of the Io-
wa gymnastics program.

For now, the seniors 
still have work to do 
as they head to for the 
NCAA Championships.

While the grand stage 
may be too big for some, the 
Iowa seniors’ four years of 
work and preparation will 
finally culminate.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

Yoways started the 
top of the seventh in-
ning after Iowa failed to 
get any insurance runs. 

After allowing a single 
and a walk, Yoways was 
pulled for sophomore 
Erin Riding, who didn’t 
allow a hit or a runner 
to score.

“I like that kind of 
pressure,” Riding said. 
“Knowing that my team 

was behind me helped 
out a lot. I knew I had to 
get my job done.”

Follow @marioxwil-
liams for Iowa softball 
news, updates, and anal-
ysis.

AIR FORCE (7) IOWA HAWKEYES (9)

PLAYERS               AB        R             H          RBI      BB       SOPLAYERS               AB          R           H          RBI      BB      SO

PITCHERS             IP            H           R           ER       BB      SO PITCHERS               IP        H             R           ER       BB       SO

3
5
5
0
4
5
4
4
4
3
0

37

3.0
2.0
O.O
0.0
2.0
1.0

1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
1
2
0

7

 2
1
0
2
5
1

0
3
3
0
1
1
1
0
2
0
0

11

2
1
0
2
5
1

0
2
2
0
2
0
1
0
0
0
0

7

0
0
1
3
5
0

2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

3

1
1
1
1
3
0

1
0
0
0
3
1
1
1
2
2
0

11

2
3
0
0
1
1

BOOKER, CF
DANIELS, 2B
ROSCETTI, SS
GUZZO, DH
   WOODS, PR
   BARRETT, PH
MCCOY, 3B
PEYTON, 1B
NEUSTROM, RF
MORIEL, C
SCHENCK, LF
MATHEWS, SP

MATHEWS
RITTER (W, 1-0)
MADEL
MARTSCHING

3
3
4
3
0
1
4
5
3
5
4
0

35

4.0
4.0
0.1
0.2

0
0
0
1
1
0
2
1
2
1
1
0

9

3
6
2
0

1
1
1
1
0
0
1
3
1
1
1
0

11

2
4
1
0

2
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
0

7

2
4
0
0

1
2
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0

7

1
1
1
0

1
0
1
1
0
1
0
0
1
1
1
0

7

4
6
0
1

TOTALS                  AB       R              H         RBI      BB       SOTOTALS                  AB          R           H          RBI      BB       SO

                                       1        2        3             4        5       6             7        8        9                R       H        E
0         0          1                1         3         1              0          0          1                  7        11         3
0         0          0                0         0         5              4          0          X                  9        11         2

GROESBECK, CF
DRAWS, RF
HASLAM, 3B
   WISS, PR
JONES, LF
READY, DH
ZABOJINK, SS
MIZE, 2B
WILKIE, C
WILLIAMS, 1B
HARGREAVES, SP

HARGREAVES
MORTENSON
FRY
RIEKER
PLASKETT (L, 0-1)
HOLLOWAY

AIR FORCE
IOWA

FOLLOW US @
DI_SPORTS_
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Woody
director 
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By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

It was a quiet first few innings of soft-
ball between Iowa and Northern Iowa.

Eventually, however, the bats started 
clicking, and things got interesting. In 
the end, the Hawkeyes were able to cap-
ture a 6-3 win.

“We just finally made the adjustments 
we needed to,” Iowa head coach Marla 
Looper said after the game. “We needed 
to put the ball in play, because you nev-
er know what’s going to happen.”

Junior Claire Fritsch was the first 
batter for the Hawks in the first inning 
and got things going with a single. Ju-
nior Sammi Gyerman followed with an-
other to the right side of the field.

Those were Iowa’s only hits until an 
explosive fourth inning that began with 
Northern Iowa pitcher Bailey Lange 
hitting two batters.

Things went downhill quickly for 
the Panthers after that, because 
Lange was clearly rattled. She was 
pulled for Chelsea Ross after a Sarah 
Kurtz RBI single gave the Hawkeyes 
the first run of the game.

“We would’ve like scoring right away, 
but I think we transitioned and at-
tacked,” junior Kaitlyn Mullarkey said. 
“Our dugout got pumped up when a lot 
of our hitters got hit. We just took that 
to the plate and scored a bunch of runs.”

The pitching change didn’t do 
much for the Panthers, at least in the 
fourth. Ross was eventually able to 
get out of the inning but not before an 
wild pitch, an error, a Mullarkey dou-
ble, and a single from Sammi Gyer-
man gave Iowa a 6-0 lead.

The Hawkeyes were able to capitalize 
with the bases loaded and runners on 

base. It’s something they have struggled 
with this season, and if this is a sign of 
things to come, it’s very good for Iowa.

“The winner of a game usually makes 
the first adjustment,” Looper said. “I’d 
like to have gotten the other ones in ear-
lier. We got more chances, and we just 
have to capitalize on them all the time.”

Junior Shayla Starkenburg’s per-
formance in the circle, throwing five 
scoreless innings, kept the Panthers in 
check. The Panthers finally got after 
her in the sixth inning, stealing home 
and scoring 2 runs.

Sophomore Kennedy Bailey was the 
star of the inning, popping a single into 
center field to plate 2 runs.

After Bailey’s hit, Starkenburg was 

pulled in favor of Ashley Yoways, who 
used a strikeout and pop fly to get out 
of the inning.

“Shayla had a really good game once 
she kind of settled in,” Looper said. “She 
got out of a couple of jams, which was 
good to see. She buckled down, and she 
took care of business.”

Softball holds on to nail UNI 

Iowa’s Whitney Repole returns to first base at Pearl Field on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes beat UNI, 6-3. (The Daily 
Iowan/Mary Mathis)

Hurdlers 
lead the 
Hawkeyes

Gymnasts 
set for 
final rodeo 
By RICARDO ASCENCIO  
ricardo-ascencio@uiowa.edu

Goodbyes can be a terrible pill to 
swallow, and no one knows that better 
than the seniors who lead the men’s 
gymnastics team.

This weekend’s NCAA Champion-
ships will not only close the season for 
the men’s gymnastics squad but also the 
careers of Iowa seniors Matt Loochtan, 
Jack Boyle, Doug Sullivan, Del Vecchio 
Orozco, Cyrus Dobre-Mofid, and Em-
manuel Monroy.

The past four years have flown by for 
the six gymnasts, and while it is sad-
dening to know their careers will soon 
come to an end, they are excited about 
this weekend; they will 
look to finally finish 
what they started. 

“This is the culmina-
tion of their entire lives,” 
head coach JD Reive 
said, “They are excited 
to go in, and they have 
had some great leader-
ship here that make up 
a big group of guys that 
have come up with the 
program that are em-
bracing their next stage in life but also 
this feeling of ‘holy cow, the light at the 
end of the tunnel is here.’ ”

Reive has plenty to be proud of, as the 
leadership of his seniors have placed the 
Hawkeyes as the seventh-best team in 
the NCAA and have qualified the team 
for the 2016 NCAA Championships in 
Columbus, Ohio.

While every senior has done his part 
to help Iowa advance in the postseason, 
there is no doubt whether the Hawkeyes 
live and die by their two-standout se-
niors, Boyle and Loochtan.

They have time and time again 
brought a ferocious one-two punch for 
the Hawkeyes, consistently placing 
in the top five in every regular season 
match they have competed in.

While Reive and the rest of the 
team love seeing the competition be-
tween the seniors, Loochtan doesn’t 
view it that way.

“Whether me or [Jack] ends up 
coming out on top doesn’t matter to 
me, as long as we do our jobs and get 
the victory; that’s all that matters,” 
Loochtan said.

This weekend’s championship will 
be the last time the Iowa seniors will 
step in the gym, and they hope to use 
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COMEBACK SPURS 
HAWKS’ WIN

By JAKE MOSBACH  | jacob-mosbach@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye baseball team entered the bottom of the sixth 
inning of Tuesday night’s midweek contest against the Air Force 
Academy trailing 6-0.  Things were going the Falcons’ way in ev-
ery aspect of the game.

 But in the bottom of the sixth, a spark was lit, and the 
comeback was on.

The Hawks used a 5-run sixth and a 4-run seventh to beat Air 
Force, 9-7, and improve to 15-15 on the year, the first time the 
team has hit the .500 mark.

“It was one of those games where I felt like, other than may-
be one or two at-bats, we were hitting the ball hard,” Iowa head 
coach Rick Heller said after the game.  “I just kept telling the 
guys to keep swinging the bats.”

Iowa’s starter on the mound, senior right-hander Calvin 
Mathews, managed four innings of work before being relieved 
by freshman Shane Ritter. Mathews gave up 2 earned runs 
on three hits, striking out four.  Josh Martsching earned his 
second save of the season.

 Ritter earned the win (1-0), also going four innings.  After Air 
Force hitters jumped on him early in the fifth and sixth innings, 

the youngster from Plainfield, Illinois, settled down. 
Ritter said pitching coach Scott Brickman showed him some 

tough love after the game.
“[Brickman] goes after the game, ‘You grew up today; in that 

first inning, you had no command,’ But after that I kind of set-
tled in,” Ritter said.  “As a pitcher, you’ve just got to go out 
whenever you get the call.”

 After allowing 4 earned runs in his first two innings of work, 
Ritter knew something had to change, specifically after a Tyler 
Zabojnik solo home run to make it 6-0.

“He creamed that ball,” Ritter said.  “As soon as I got that ball 

SEE TRACK 8

Iowa infielder Zach Daniels tags out Air Force catcher Travis Wilkie during the Iowa-Air Force game at Banks field on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Falcons, 9-7. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

SEE GYM, 8

SEE BASEBALL, 8

IOWA 9, AIR FORCE 7

Reive
head coach

The Iowa baseball scored nine runs in the sixth and seventh inning to assure their victory.

By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

While Iowa’s sprint group headlines 
its success on the track, the 400-meter 
hurdlers are making sure they do not go 
under the radar.

The trio of Mitch Wolff, Noah Larri-
son, and Chris Douglas shone at the Jim 
Click Invitational this past weekend.

Wolff, a senior, took home a victory 
in the 400-meter hurdles. He finished 
in under 51 seconds, 
50.96 seconds to be ex-
act, for the first time in 
his career.

“It was a blur,” Wolff 
said. “Everything hap-
pened so fast; I was 
not paying attention to 
time. It felt good, but I’m 
still hungry.”

While shaving time 
down under 51 sec-
onds remains a major 
achievement, Wolff wants more.

“Fifty-one seconds was just the first 
hurdle,” he said. “I want to get down to 
50, 49 seconds.”

Wolff currently sits at ninth all-time 
at Iowa in the event.

IOWA 6, UNI 3

Iowa’s sprint group was solid 
over the weekend, helping the 
Hawkeyes to a win out west.

Wolff
senior

Iowa vs. Air Force
When: 6:05 p.m. today

Where: Banks Field

SEE SOFTBALL, 8

Iowa vs. Drake
When: 5:30 p.m.

Where: Pearl Field
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