
By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep. Steve 
King, R-Iowa, doesn’t see the 4th Congres-
sional District seat as “his.”

Instead, King said, the seat is that of 
the people.

The 66-year-old is up for re-election this 
year and has received a new Republican 
challenger after backlash for supporting 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz for president, who 
was the winner of the Iowa caucuses. King 
serves as Cruz’s national co-chairman.

“You’re always only one mistake away 
from falling into that situation [of not 
being re-elected],” King told The Daily 
Iowan from his office in Rayburn House 
Office Building in Washington, D.C. 
“But on the other hand, I’ve been rep-
resenting that district for some time; 
people know me.” 

King said he has been to all 382 towns 
in the 4th District and has his staff go to 
every town and meet with people as well. 

“We touch the pulse of the district, 
and we build networks and relation-
ships with the advocacy groups that 
are there,” King said.

But King’s involvement with presi-
dential politics has spurred movement 
in his own party.

Sen. Rick Bertrand, R-Sioux City, is 
running against Cruz in the primary, 

which is on June 7.
Bertrand, 46, said he is a fresh face and 

has a reputation in Des Moines as some-
one who gets things done. He said he has 
been primed for the 4th District run since 
before the midterm elections, when King 
flirted with the idea of running for Sen. 

Tom Harkin’s seat. King did not end up 
running for Senate.

“It’s just time for a new face. I’ve got a 
fresh vision,” Bertrand said. “I think I’m 
going to give Iowans a choice, not between 

By MADELINE MURPHY SMITH 
madeline-m-smith@uiowa.edu

Human rights, and by extension 
health care, should be given to ev-
eryone, contended a doctor who has 
done eight tours with Doctors With-
out Borders.

The lecture by John Lawrence, the 
vice president on the board of direc-
tors for Médecins Sans 
Frontières, enlightened 
the audience about the 
role of health care as a 
human right for all. The 
group, which originat-
ed in France, is known 
in English as Doctors 
Without Borders.

Throughout the lec-
ture, Lawrence empha-
sized that the role of Doctors Without 
Borders is to help less fortunate people 
in marginalized communities who don’t 
have access to the health care needed to 
maintain a healthy quality of life. 

“Doctors Without Borders brings 
health care to people in precarious sit-
uations and works to help them gain 
control of their future,” he said. 

The organization was founded in 
1971 after the Biafra crisis, which oc-
curred during the Nigerian civil war 
during the late 1960s and early 1970s. 
The crisis left millions dead from star-
vation and various diseases. 

During the crisis, the Red Cross 
provided aid to civilians and Doctors 
Without Borders took its inspiration 
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King unfazed by campaigns 
By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

Although record-high levels of nitrates 
in Iowa’s rivers were found during this 
past year, researchers say the Iowa Nu-
trient Reduction Strategy is making prog-
ress, albeit slowly.

The strategy, imple-
mented in 2013, is at-
tempting to reduce nutri-
ent runoff by 45 percent 
from several sources, in-
cluding agriculture. 

It’s part of a larger ini-
tiative by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
to reduce the amount of 
nitrogen and phosphorous 
draining into the Mississippi River and, ul-
timately, into the Gulf of Mexico. Iowa and 
the nine states bordering the Mississippi 
River are responsible for establishing their 
own strategies to meet this goal.

Several approaches and methods have 
been put in place around the state, but 
2015 still showed some of the highest ni-
trate levels in history.

Keith Schilling, a research scientist in 
the University of Iowa IIHR-Hydrosci-
ence and Engineering department, said 

Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, sits in his office with a staff member during an interview with The Daily Iowan on March 17. (The Daily 
Iowan/Stacey Murray)
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By ANNA ONSTAD-HARGRAVE    
anna-onstad-hargrave@uiowa.edu

A national group wants prayer spaces for Mus-
lims removed from the University of Iowa, but 
that doesn’t necessarily echo on campus.

The Freedom From Religion Foundation, a national 
umbrella organization for those committed to the sep-
aration of church and state, challenged the UI to close 
down the two rooms in a March 25 letter on its website, 
which was later sent to UI President Bruce Harreld. 

The prayer spaces, one for men and the other for 

women, was opened in the IMU on Feb. 4. The organiza-
tion also called for the removal of all Christian iconogra-
phy and the Latin cross on the altar of Danforth Chapel, 
which has been at the UI for more than 60 years.  

The letter cites violations to both the state and federal 
Constitutions, contending providing spaces for students 
to pray on campus is a form of religious entanglement 
and thus creates the potential for free-speech violations.

“There are ample tax-free lands surrounding almost 
every public university where ministries have set up 
shop using private funds,” said Annie Laurie Gaylor, the 

SEE PRAYER, 2

GROUP BLASTS 
IMU PRAYER SPACES

A national organization advocating for the separation of church and 
state criticized the University of Iowa for providing prayer rooms to 

students, but that criticism is not gaining much traction in Iowa City.



from the work of the 
Red Cross.

“The Red Cross is 
there, but it has to have 
neutrality and can’t 
speak about injustices,” 
he said “French physi-
cians and journalists 
wanted to create some-
thing that embodied the 
principles of the Red 
Cross but allowed itself 
latitude to speak out and 

express vocal displeasure 
if it’s necessary for the 
populations it’s serving.” 

UI junior and pre-med 
student Alexis Wright 
said her goal is to join 
Doctors Without Bor-
ders sometime during 
her future career. 

“I would love to travel to 
underprivileged countries 
to help,” she said. “I’m a 
Spanish minor, so I would 
love to travel to Costa 
Rica because it would be 
nice to practice medicine 
and have those who I’m 
helping understand me.” 

Lawrence said the ba-
sic health care provided 
by Doctors Without Bor-
ders has become dimin-
ished around the world 
for many reasons. 

“Health care as a basic 
human right has been 
diminished by self-inter-
est, lack of adherence to 
international guidelines 
by military force, and a 
general fatigue by jour-
nalists and other news 
resources to acknowledge 
that these chronic crises 
exist,” he said. 

UI junior Casey Barb-

knecht said she planson 
joining the Peace Corps 
after college and was 
excited to hear what 
the speaker had to say 
about his experience 
working with under-
privileged communities.  

“I plan on joining the 
Peace Corps, and [Doc-
tors without Borders] is a 
similar experience to the 
Peace Corps, so I’m very 
interested to hear what 
he has to say working in 
underprivileged commu-
nities in global sense,” 
she said.

co-president of the founda-
tion. “There’s no shortage 
of spaces for students to 
go to find religion and 
pray near campuses. It’s 
the job of the religious 
sector to set aside prayer 
rooms, not the job of the 
university. It’s an inap-
propriate use of public 
property because taxpay-
ers pay for this.”

However, prayer spac-
es on public university 
campuses are not un-
common. Other Big Ten 
schools confirmed they 
also have public prayer 
spaces available to stu-
dents on campus, in-
cluding University of 
Nebraska, Northwestern 
University, Michigan 

State University, and 
Ohio State University.

The UI has not shown 
any sign that it will 
yield to the founda-
tion’s complaints.

Anne Bassett, the me-
dia-relations manager in 
the UI Office of Strategic 
Communication, said in 
a statement that it is the 
IMU’s policy to provide 
space for registered student 
organizations, regardless of 
the mission of the organi-
zation, whether academic, 
political, or religious. 

“The new temporary 
space for prayer and med-
itation in the Iowa Memo-
rial Union was requested 
by students of the Mus-
lim faith but is open to all 
students,” she said.

Amanda Redlinger, 
the campus minister of 
the Campus Christian 
Fellowship, disputes the 

foundation’s claim that 
the prayer rooms are un-
constitutional. 

She said the prayer 
spaces do not violate the 
establishment clause of 
the First Amendment 
because no one is being 
forced to use them. The 
First Amendment’s es-
tablishment clause pro-
hibits the government 
from making any law 
“respecting an establish-
ment of religion.”

“[The clause] is not 
saying that religion in 
general should be dis-
couraged,” she said. “In-
deed, it was written to 
encourage all forms of 
religion and to ensure 
that the government 
does not enforce any one 
particular religion.” 

Ian Wold, the pub-
lic-relations coordinator 
of Secular Students at 

Iowa, said his organi-
zation supports the UI 
prayer space.

“The prayer rooms are 
not Muslim-only,” he 
wrote in an email. “They 
were made to fit the re-
quirements of Muslim 
prayer, but anyone is 
welcome to peacefully 
use the space as they 
want or need. In fact, the 
rooms reflect this uni-
versity’s dedication to 
improving the quality of 
the lives of its students.”

Wold called the founda-
tions’s statement “hasty” 
and “misinformed.”

Maisarah Mohd, a UI 
Muslim student, said 
that without the prayer 
room, Muslim students 
would be forced to pray 
at scattered places 
around campus, which 
could be uncomfortable 
for some people. 

this record-breaking season 
is not a sign that the strate-
gy has been unsuccessful: he 
attributed it to an unusually 
warm and wet year.

“There’s still a lot of nitro-
gen in the soil that needs to 
be flushed out, so it takes 
years for change to come,” 
Schilling said. “It takes time 
for water quality to change 
in the system, so for every 
one of these practices, there’s 
a lag time associated with it.”

IIHR research scientist 
Chris Jones said there are 
approximately 30 million 
acres of crops in Iowa, but 
there is less than $50 million 
available in state funding and 
farmer contributions that’s 
been put into the project.

“From a monetary per-
spective, that gives us an 
idea of how large and diffi-
cult this problem will be to 
solve,” he said.

Although there is no set 
timeframe yet on the strat-
egy, Schilling said, he antic-
ipates it will probably be at 
least 20 years before there 
are any significant improve-

ments in nitrate levels.
Despite these numbers, 

John Lawrence, an associate 
dean of the College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences at 
Iowa State University, said 
the strategy has made prog-
ress on practices that will 
eventually have an effect.

Several strategies to re-
duce nutrient runoff were 
put in place this year across 
the state, he said.

“There are a number of 
practices that will ultimately 
lead to a reduction, but they 
can be overrun by weather,” 
Lawrence said. “If we had 
a normal weather year, we 

would have had less nitro-
gen in the water than we did 
five years ago, before we put 
these practices in place.”

Although these practices 
have been adopted widely 
around the state, it still is 
not nearly to the level that 
developers are hoping to 
reach, Jones said.

“In places where it has 
been implemented, there 
are localized positive effects, 
but the level of adoption we 
have isn’t enough to make 
impacts on these big bodies 
of water like the Des Moines 
River, the Iowa River, and 
the Cedar River,” he said.

a conservative and a liberal 
… but a choice of a fresh face.”

One of Bertrand’s main cri-
tiques of King, however, comes 
from the congressman’s en-
dorsement of Cruz, contend-
ing that it was a “direct finger 
to the eye” to Iowans.

King isn’t running an Io-
wa agenda, Bertrand said, 
contending that by support-
ing Cruz, King hurts the 
ethanol industry.

Cruz said last fall he 
would like to remove the 
Renewable Fuel Stan-
dard, though he still sup-

ports ethanol and other 
biofuels. The Texas sena-
tor said ethanol and bio-
fuels would continue to be 
necessary and would grow 
without the standard. 

“He put his support be-
hind somebody that is a 
Texan, an oil man, and has 
an anti-Iowa view,” Ber-
trand said about King. 

Bertrand said he has 
been meeting with Iowans 
across the district to raise 
his profile. 

But some voters in the 
4th District don’t think they 
will get a new congressman 
this November.

Wendell Steven, the Kos-
suth County Republicans 
chairman, said King is one 

of the best representatives 
the district has had in a 
long time. Kossuth County 
is located in northwestern 
Iowa, near the Minnesota 
border in the 4th District.

Steven said Bertram 
sounds like a “good guy,” af-
ter the state senator visited 
a Kossuth County Repub-
licans this past week, but 
does not compare with King.

“He doesn’t say things 
black and white like Rep. 
King does,” Steven said. 
“He doesn’t come across as 
truthful as King does.”

As for King’s support for 
Cruz, Steven said the Tex-
as senator won Iowa and 
doesn’t think King’s endorse-
ment will “hurt him one bit.”

“Unless Trump gets in, 
then a lot of people are 
going to hurt. Of course, 
they won’t hurt as much 
if the communist gets in,” 
Steven said, referring to 
both Democratic presiden-
tial frontrunner Hillary 
Clinton and Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders.

King is unfazed about 
whether he could lose his 
seat due to backing Cruz.

“If that’s the price of 
endorsing, and support-
ing, and having a man 
like that win Iowa and 
a couple of other states, 
it’s a pretty cheap price 
if we get the right pres-
ident,” he said. “That’s 
what I think.”

KING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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GymHawks to host regional 
By RICARDO ASCENCIO
ricardo-ascencio@uiowa.edu

The No. 19 Iowa wom-
en’s gymnastics team 
will try to make some 
noise on Saturday, when 
the GymHawks will 
host a NCAA regional in 
Carver-Hawkeye.

Iowa City is one of the 
six regional locations, and 
the GymHawks are one 
of 36 teams nationally to 
qualify for competition.

Hawkeye head coach 
Larissa Libby loves see-
ing the success that her 
team keeps producing.

“It never gets old see-
ing your name come up 
in a bracket for the first 
round of the national 
tournament,” she said. 
“The idea that we are en-
tering the national tour-

nament is just amazing 
in itself. To have the girls 
see their name in lights 
is a wonderful feeling.”

While the GymHawks 
have just finished an in-
tense regular season, they 
are ready for a much-need-
ed boost of energy from the 
Hawkeye faithful.

“Right now, we are a 
little tired, but that’s 
where the hosting edge 
comes in,” Libby said. 
“It’s our home, our arena, 
our fans. Our crowd is 
what gets us up and run-
ning again. The fans at 
Iowa are unbelievable.”

The GymHawks will 
host No. 1 Oklahoma, 
No. 12 Nebraska, No. 13 
Arkansas, No. 30 Kent 
State, and No. 35 Cen-
tral Michigan, as well 
as individuals from Ball 

State, Western Michigan, 
and Centenary in the re-
gional. Despite the tough 
competition, the Hawks 
will continue to focus on 
their mission.

“We know who’s com-
ing here, but we never 
focus on the other teams,” 
senior Alie Glover said. 
“We’re very much a team 
that likes to stay in our 
own bubble and focus on 
us. We go out on the floor, 
focus on warmups, then 
we let warm-ups go and 
start over on every event 
that comes our way. That 
way it’s easier to deal 
with mistakes that may 
happen, stay focused, and 
remain on the same page.”

The Hawkeyes hope to 
improve from last year’s 
NCAA regional competi-
tion, in which they tallied 

194.475 to place fifth.
Five GymHawks 

placed in the top 15 for 
individual events. Mollie 
Drenth posted a score of 
9.825 on bars for ninth. 
Angel Metcalf and Jo-
hanny Sotillo both post-
ed 9.800 to tie for 12th.

Competition will start 
at 4 p.m.

Prior to the competition, 
the team will open up its 
new facility in the Field 
House. The open house 
will be open from 1-3 p.m.

NCAA regional
When: Saturday, 4:00 p.m.
Where: Carver-Hawkeye 

Arena

Men’s gymnastics team heads to tough Big Tens

GymHawk junior Savannah Borman somersaults off the beam on Jan. 18 in 
Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawks lost to Denver, 195.900-194.725. (The Daily Io-
wan/Kyle Close)

By RICARDO ASCENCIO 
ricardo-ascencio@uiowa.edu

As the postseason 
comes to a close, the Iowa 
men’s gymnastics team 
will look to end things 
with a bang when they 
head to Columbus, Ohio, 
to face the conference’s 
best gymnasts in the 
2016 Big Ten Champion-
ships today and Saturday.

The competition will 
be stiff; the Big Ten is 
home to seven of the top-
10 gymnastics programs 
in the NCAA: Ohio State 
(No. 3), Minnesota (No. 
4), Illinois (No. 5), Ne-
braska (No. 7), Iowa (No. 
8), Penn State (No. 9), 
and Michigan (No. 10).

While it may seem 
like a daunting task, the 

Hawkeyes have confi-
dence that they will walk 
out of Columbus as the 
Big Ten champions.

“It was 
a success-
ful regular 
s e a s o n , ” 
Iowa head 
coach JD 
Reive said. 
“We still 
failed to 
a c c o m -
plish the 
increasing 
consistency and scoring 
that we set out to do, 
but it doesn’t change 
the fact that the team 
is as healthy mentally 
and physically as they 
have been heading into 
a postseason.”

Not only will Reives’ 

ability as a coach be 
put to the test but also 
his ability as a recruit-
er will be broadcast on 
center stage; his team 
of seniors was his first 
recruiting class since 
becoming the Iowa 
head coach.

“When I think of about 
the regular season, it’s 
the seniors,” Reive said. 
“The specialists all the 
way to the all-around-
ers have done so much 
to put us in the compet-
itive position in ways we 
have been unable to do 
since I have been here.”

The Hawkeyes senior 
leadership will need to 
make their presence 
felt in order to live up 
to their potential. They 
come into the Big Tens 

having only won two of 
their last five meets.

Iowa ended its sea-
son in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka, losing to Minnesota, 
433.850-432.450 but ty-
ing Nebraska. Despite 
the loss, there was plen-
ty to be proud of. Iowa 
senior Matt Loochtan 
claimed the meet’s all-
around title with a ca-
reer high score of 87.700.

Iowa’s late season skid 
has proven costly, as it 
dropped the Hawkeyes 
from near top-five con-
tention in the NCAA.

While the Hawkeyes 
did not envision drop-
ping in the rankings 
heading in to the post-
season, they know it is 
not the end of the world.

“We would have liked 

to end the season bet-
ter,” senior Del Vecchio 
Orozco said. “But right 
now, we are just focused 
on the [Big Ten Cham-
pionships], and if we do 
[well], I know we will be 
ranked higher.”

Consistency and com-
fort should not be an 
issue coming into the 
competition, because 
the Hawkeyes have 
traveled to Columbus, 
facing Ohio State in the 
Arnold Challenge.

“It’s great that we can 
go there for Big Tens, 
understand the travel, 
and use that as train-
ing going into NCAAs,” 
Reive said. “They are in 
great shape, and are able 
to go in, and do whatev-
er they set out to do. To 

do that, they need to go 
in as a group and know 
they are putting out 30 
routines and hit as ma-
ny of them as humanly 
possible. We need to go 
in and be competitive.”

If the Hawkeyes walk 
out of Columbus with the 
Big Ten victory, it will 
be the first conference 
championship in Reive’s 
brief tenure and Iowa’s 
first since 2003.

2016 Big Ten 
When: Friday (6:00 p.m.), 

Saturday (6:00 p.m.)
Where: Columbus, Ohio

Watch: BTN

Reive
head coach
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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In the Iowa Legislature, a stalemate over education 
spending is finally over. Iowa senators and represen-
tatives on Wednesday approved a funding increase 

of $138 million for school districts in the 2016-17 academ-
ic year, a 2.25 percent rise in spending over 2015-16.

Iowa education groups were less than satisfied with 
the budget approval. Though technically an increase, 
costs typically rise 3 percent a year. The increase in 
spending, while necessary, will still force Iowa dis-
tricts into difficult budgeting positions. The chronic 
underfunding of Iowa school districts has long-term 
effects that negatively affect the population of Iowa.

Pre-K to 12th grade schools are closing or consoli-
dating across the state because of a lack of sufficient 
funding. The closure of a school affects the commu-
nity in significant ways. For one, the area becomes 
less desirable for young couples moving into the area, 
slowing growth. It is often harder to get students to a 
school that is farther away, and busing costs increase. 
When schools close, educators, administrators, and 
janitorial workers lose their livelihoods, and the area 
loses a number of other related jobs.

The strict budget this year is especially unfortunate 
for pre-K programs. Pre-K programs demonstrate 
they help students adapt socially to the classroom 
and prepare them for elementary education. Perhaps 
even more importantly, pre-K programs give young or 
working parents the necessary hours to generate a 
livable income. Problems such as child hunger can be 

fought with increases in structured pre-K programs. 
Those in poverty experience the benefits most, but 
better funded early education is a service for all who 
use the public-education system.

The consolidation of schools often leads to less efficient 
schools. Larger class sizes increase the stress on teachers, 
and students have a harder time learning when there is a 
high student-to-teacher ratio. This is why education spend-
ing is so important; the continued financial support for 
education can keep Iowa ahead. If Iowa wants to be com-
petitive in the global marketplace and an attractive option 
for new families, education has to be a priority in spending.

The state budget for fiscal 2017 is a tight one, but 
education is worth investing in. Expanding the num-
ber of schools increases the number of jobs for educat-
ed professionals and decreases student-to-teacher ra-
tios. Expanding spending doesn’t always lead to more 
efficient school districts or smarter students. The 
costs Iowa school districts face are often related to 
size. Many districts in Iowa are experiencing increas-
es in population and require more space and faculty to 
facilitate the larger number of students.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board is glad to see the 
end of another stalemate in the Legislature, but it isn’t 
satisfied with the increase in spending toward pre-K-12 
education, because costs rise by 3 percent annually. 
Beyond that, education is a source of jobs and oppor-
tunity. Educating today’s youth is an investment in a 
better-educated workforce that is more likely to thrive.
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Not enough spending 
on education 

COLUMN

Disappointingly, see-
ing victims of police bru-
tality is something our 
country is getting used 
to. There is hardly a day 
that goes by in which 
we do not see the reper-
cussions of a death that 
was at the hands of the 
police. We see communi-
ties outraged followed by 
protests and then law-
suits and indictments. 
The lawsuits that follow 
are just another battle 
that the victims’ families 
have to go through.

Just recently, the fami-
ly of Zachary Hammond, 
the teen who was shot 
last year by a South Car-
olina cop, has settled a 
lawsuit for $2.15 million. 
If this seems like a large 
amount, Eric Garner’s 
family agreed to a $5.9 
million settlement. 

According to data from 
the Wall Street Journal, 
the 10 cities with the larg-
est police departments 
paid out $248.7 million 
last year in settlements 
and court judgments in 
police-misconduct cases, 
up 48 percent from $168.3 
million in 2010. 

In December 2015, rel-
atives of the deceased 
Derrick Ambrose Jr. of 
Waterloo took the city to 
court and received a $2.5 
million settlement with 
the city’s insurance carri-
er. This shows that it’s not 
only the big cities that end 
with large settlements.

There are potential-
ly a lot of different rea-
sons that the settlement 
amounts continue to rise. 
The protests and move-
ments that happen be-
cause of these wrongful 
deaths and actions make 
the actions of the police 
much more visible.

Something that has 
changed this dynamic is 
video evidence. The videos 
of these incidents not only 

can make a huge differ-
ence in the verdict but also 
the efficiency of the case 
itself. When the public is 
able to see what actually 
happened, the injustice is 
shown in a better light. 

The money for these 
settlements comes from 
taxpayers and the city’s 
insurance funds. It is in-
teresting to see the differ-
ence in the cases and how 
that affects the lawsuits 
and/or settlements. Our 
country’s attitude toward 
the police is changing, and 
it’s having a major effect 
on these civil suits. 

According to the Balti-
more Brew, the most ex-
pensive case was the city’s 
payment of $6.4 million 
to the family of Freddie 
Gray in September 2015. 
This amount was more 
than all of the miscon-
duct settlements the city 
had paid during the four 
years from 2011 and 2014. 
These cases that I’ve men-
tioned are all ones that 
have been consistently in 
the news. 

And it’s not only 
wrongful death cases 
that settle for millions. A 
few weeks ago, Honolulu 
city councilors agreed to 
pay $4.7 million to settle 
a lawsuit that says the 
Honolulu police engaged 
in racial and sexual dis-
crimination in 2010.

An investigation done 
by the Chicago Tribune in 
January found that 124 
of the city’s police force of 
roughly 12,000 were iden-
tified in nearly one-third 
of the misconduct law-
suits settled since 2009, 
suggesting that officers 
who engaged in question-
able behavior did it over 
and over. And the conduct 
of those 124 officers cost 
the city $34 million, the 
investigation found.

The call for justice is 
at an all-time high. But 
can you truly put a price 
tag on these lawsuits? 
What qualifies as too 
little money and what 
tops too much? I think 
it’s less about the money. 
Instead, it teaches police 
officers and the cities 
that employ them a les-
son learned the hard way.

Sydney Newton
sydney-newton@uiowa.edu
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Settlements 
and lessons

Decorum, too much to ask for? 

From penis references 
to wife slander, the GOP 
presidential candidates 
in this upcoming elec-
tion have single-hand-
edly made a mockery of 
the race for the highest 
position in this country. 
However, that is not to 
say that the entire par-
ty is beyond redemption. 
I am not a supporter of 
the Republican Party. 
At the same time, I will 
give credit where cred-
it is due, and Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich has recently 
demonstrated something 
the rest of the GOP pres-
identials appear to be 
lacking and something 
that makes me doubt 
their viability as a poten-
tial president. What I am 
referring to is decorum.

On Sunday while 
speaking to Chuck Todd, 
the host of NBC’s “Meet 
the Press,” Kasich took a 
departure from the usual 
Islamophobic stance of 

his candidacy opposition. 
He insightfully remarked 
that we must have “in-
timate communication 
and coordination with 
our friends in the Mus-
lim community” after 
speaking on the “knee-
jerk” desire to discrimi-
nate against those in the 
Muslim community in the 
wake of the terrorist at-
tacks that have plagued 
the globe.

Furthermore, Kasich 
has spoken out against 
attacks on candidates’ 
family members following 
the wife-insulting deba-
cle between fellow can-
didates Donald Trump 
and Sen. Ted Cruz. If 
anything, these moments 
of decency affirm the no-
tion that while we may 
have differences in ide-
ology, there should still 
be a baseline level of de-
corum maintained in the 
presidential race. Even if 
I despise your politics, I 
shouldn’t feel the need to 
despise you as a human 
being as well.  

Now, I am not naïve 
enough to believe that 
any two people can come 
to a full agreement on 
anything other than the 
color of the sky and may-
be the existence of gravity. 

Let’s say that I, myself, do 
not believe that we land-
ed on the Moon or that 
narwhals actually exist. I 
believe both to have been 
conjured up in a nonde-
script Hollywood studio 
for reasons I will probably 
never fully understand. 
If that were the case, you 
might ask yourself how 
someone who doesn’t be-
lieve in the Moon landing 
and the entire existence 
of a relatively well-docu-
mented species of animal 
could be attending an in-
stitution of higher learn-
ing let alone be trusted to 
write for a widely circu-
lated news publication. 

These would be valid 
questions to raise and 
ones I feel are answered 
by that simple thing 
called decorum. Putting 
what some would believe 
to be nonsensical conspir-
acy theories aside, my be-
liefs may be flawed, but I 
have no problem interact-
ing with a world of ordi-
nary thinking individuals 
who would disagree with 
me on these issues. While 
I may be woefully lacking 
in common sense and ra-
tionality, I’d like to think I 
make up for it with a de-
gree of decorum that still 
allows for me to operate 

as a functional member of 
society and a reasonably 
well-liked one at that. 

In general, I do not go 
out of my way to defend 
my beliefs nor do I try to 
impose them on others. 
The respect I hold for my 
ideologies is equal to the 
respect I have for others’ 
ideologies, even if they op-
pose my own. 

It’s possible to do this 
without compromising 
your beliefs. In fact, I 
consider this to be a foun-
dation of decorum, and 
one necessary to exist 
in accordance with the 
larger world. The world 
is a beautiful tapestry of 
conflicting, interwoven 
ideologies and realities. 
However, the strand of 
said tapestry you repre-
sent never entitles you to 
be a pud.

This is especially true 
when one seeks to hold 
a position of power that 
represents so much more 
than your own individ-
ual beliefs. For this rea-
son, I know I could never 
demand for a change in 
certain ideologies repre-
sented by the GOP can-
didates, but I don’t think 
it would be asking for 
too much to see just a bit 
more decorum.

 Marcus Brown
marcus-brown@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

EDITORIAL

Present Cosby truthfully

The Smithsonian Na-
tional Museum of African 
American History and 
Culture has chosen to 
feature a handful of Bill 
Cosby’s memorabilia from 
his childhood in an exhi-
bition on entertainment. 
However, the allegations 
of sexual abuse against 
him have been completely 
left out. This has been a 
very controversial topic of 
debate, and in my opinion 
for good reason.

The museum is insist-
ing that the exhibit is 
not an exhibit on Cosby 

but rather, an exhibit on 
theater, television, film, 
and entertainment and 
that there are only a few 
pieces that were donat-
ed by Cosby a while ago, 
before any accusations 
of sex abuse came out. 
Still, many people have 
protested the museum’s 
decision to even include 
these in the exhibit.

I believe in the idea 
of “innocent until prov-
en guilty” and that the 
allegations against a 
suspect are just allega-
tions until it is decided 
otherwise by a court in 
order to protect the po-
tentially innocent people 
who have been accused. 
However, including that 
Cosby has been accused 
of sexual assaults does 
not say that the museum 
believes he committed 
them, it means the of-

ficials are simply being 
accurate in their history. 

Failing to include this 
huge part of Cosby’s pub-
lic life seems to suggest 
that they want to present 
an all-positive image of 
the artist, and in doing so, 
this demeans the impor-
tance of the allegations 
and also against allega-
tions of abuse in general.

This also raises the 
question of whether art-
ists of any kind should 
be still be considered tal-
ented when it turns out 
they’re not a very great 
person. Obviously, tal-
ent is not automatically 
correlated with morality, 
and so even if people are 
terrible human beings, 
they could objectively be 
talented at what they do.

For example, Bob 
Dylan was widely known 
as not the friendliest per-

son to work with, and yet 
his work in singing and 
songwriting paved the 
way for many musicians 
to come. Justin Bieber is, 
in some people’s mind, 
a talented musician. I 
don’t believe, however, 
that anyone would ar-
gue he’s a good person, 
given his DUI arrest and 
rumored drug use. But 
still, Dylan and Bieber 
(I cringe even having 
their names in the same 
sentence), haven’t done 
anything at the caliber 
of sexual abuse.

Maybe Cosby’s career 
as a comedian and his 
talent in his field should 
not be overlooked. How-
ever, the allegations 
against him need to be 
discussed right along-
side his work, especially 
if he is being featured in 
a museum.

 Hannah Soyer
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu

COLUMN
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that is one of Iowa’s main 
reasons for success.

“Sprinters expect to 
win, and that’s what makes 
them sprinters,” Iowa Direc-
tor of Track and Field Joey 
Woody said. “They all have 
not overly excessive egos — 
they’re all kidding each oth-
er and jiving each other in 
practice — but that’s what 
makes our group so good.”

The accolades don’t just 
pour in locally, either.

Coaches such as Arkan-
sas’ Chris Bucknam, 2013 
National Coach of the Year 
and 12-time SEC Coach of 
the Year, regard Iowa as a 
team to look out for in the 
near future.

It’s still early in the sea-
son — Iowa just competed 
in its outdoor season-open-
er— but things are looking 
bright for the Hawkeyes.

Harrington and Saucer 
have been here before. The 
two have achieved a mea-
sure of success in the Big 
Ten, which put them on the 
national radar.

The duo are two of the 
top sprinters in the Big Ten, 
but they are not quite at the 
level for a top finish in the 
national championship. Yet.

Harrington dazzled ob-
servers in the intrasquad 

meet but his indoor season 
was cut short because of 
a suspension for violating 
team rules. But his senior 
outdoor season could be one 
to remember.

“[We can] be Big Ten 
champions as a team,” he 
said. “I want to qualify for 
NCAAs in the 100, 200, and 
the 4x100, and I want to win 
Big Tens in the 4x100 and 
100s,” he said.

Junior Saucer also be-
lieves it could be a productive 
season for the Hawkeyes. 
Staying healthy is a priority 
for both athletes.

The injury bug has stung 
both sprinters during their 
careers, most recently with 
Saucer. A nagging ham-
string injury slowed his 
development until the con-
ference championships, in 
which he won the 60 meters.

“The focus is on stretch-
ing more after practice,” 
said Saucer, noting that 
communicating with his 
coach about the state of his 
legs is critical.

While the other two come 
into the season with previ-
ous accolades, Tuufuli is an 
underrated freshman who 
aims to make a name for 
himself in the midst of some 
tough competition in the 
throwing department.

The 6-3 Las Vegas native 
only competed in a handful 
of meets this past indoor 
season. And yet, going up 

against some of the premier 
athletes in the nation, he 
didn’t back down.

“It’s motivating be-
cause I want to beat 
them, and that’s all I 
think about,” he said.

After elevating himself 
to the fifth-best freshman 
thrower in the nation, Tuu-
fuli went on to toss 60-9.75 
at the Big Ten indoor cham-
pionships in the shot put. 
That mark added him to the 
all-time Hawkeyes list at 
sixth place.

“The Big Ten is the best 
throws conference in the 
country, and to be able to 
make the finals in any of the 
throwing events is impres-
sive as a redshirt freshman, 
to get in there and mix it 
up,” Woody said.

Unlike the underestimat-
ed Tuufuli, Saucer came into 
the 2015 outdoor conference 
championships leading his 
main event, the 100 meters. 
After failing to maintain the 
top spot, he learned not to 
get ahead of himself.

“I can’t take anything for 
granted,” he said. “I came in 
with the fastest 100. I felt 
like I got too caught up in 
that and didn’t take it as se-
riously. I barely made it into 
the finals, and that kind of 
woke me up.”

This season, he’s taking 
things slower but still re-
mains excited about the 100 
— his favorite race.

“I feel like that’s my 
best race,” he said. “I feel 
like it’s the perfect length 
for my legs.”

Saucer enters the outdoor 
season as the top sprinter 
in Woody’s group. The coach 
says that while Saucer is 
the reigning Big Ten cham-
pion, the outdoor sprints are 
up for grabs.

Harrington stands as the 
main challenger. Despite 
his unorthodox running 
style, the senior’s speed 
speaks for itself. The style 
is hard to describe. He’s a 
tall guy who possesses a 
fluid running form.

“He’s extremely elastic. 
He’s one of those guys who 
doesn’t look like he’s run-
ning fast, but he is,” Woody 
said. “When you look at the 
watch, sometimes it amazes 
you how fast he’s running.”

In Iowa’s first outdoor 
meet of the season, March 
18 and 19 at the Baldy 
Castillo Invitational, Har-
rington was a member of  
the 400-meter relay that 
climbed to seventh in Hawk-
eye history. Tuufuli compet-
ed in the shot put, throwing 
56.17 feet and finished fifth. 
Saucer did not compete, but 
Woody believes once they in-

sert him into the sprint-re-
lay lineup, even better re-
sults will pour in.

The good news for the 
Hawks is that time is on 
their side. With plenty 
of meets scheduled be-
fore championship season 
commences, this trio com-
mands the time and tools 
necessary to shine on the 
national stage.

The Hawkeyes have 
played in cold weather this 
year, (the temperature was 
in the 40s during their Eas-
ter game against Maryland) 
but may have to deal with 
even colder temperatures 
in Minneapolis this week-
end — the forecast calls for 
strong winds and tempera-
tures in the high 30s.

“It’s as much men-
tal as anything,” senior 
Nick Roscetti said. “You 
just have to layer up 
and make sure you have 
your hot hands with you 
and have your hands in 
your pocket so you can 
grip the ball.”

As cold as the air may 
be, the series between the 
Gophers and Hawkeyes 
should have plenty of fire.

“What we’ve got is a cou-
ple teams that are pretty 
hot right now,” Eldred 
said. “It’s going to be a 
classic Big Ten weekend.”

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8

Florida Relays
When: Today-Saturday

Where: Gainesville, Florida

Iowa sprinter James Harrington warms up during practice in the Recreation Building on Monday. Harrington is a 2014 Big Ten champi-
on, a 2014 All-American, and a 2015 All-American all in the 400-meter relay. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)



• Innovations in Teaching with Technology Award 
Showcase, noon, 2520D University Capitol Center
• Exploring Majors Fair, 12:30 p.m., IMU Main Lounge 
• Spring Bike Tune-up Day,  2-4 p.m., Pentacrest near 
Jessu
• Cooking Competition, 4:30-8:30 p.m., Asian Pacific 
American Cultural Center
• International Entrepreneurship Summit, 4:30 
p.m., 181 IMU
• First Friday, 5 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Los Trabajadores/The Workers, 7 p.m., 343 IMU
• How to Find Happiness & Wisdom: Tibetan Bud-
dhist Teachings, 7 p.m., 116 Art Building West
• Johnson County Landmark, featuring Melvin 

Butler, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Dirty Grandpa, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Reed/Strub Dance Thesis Concert, 8 p.m., Space/
Place
• Star Wars: Episode VII — The Force Awakens, 8 & 
11 p.m., 166 IMU
• Casino Night, 10 p.m.-1 a.m., IMU

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Friday, April 1, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t fight the inevitable. Allow others 
to do as they please, and opt to take the same liberties yourself. Don’t 
waste energy on trivial matters when there is so much you can accom-
plish if you focus on your goals.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):  Welcome a challenge as if it is a testament 
to your abilities. You’ll shine brightly and impress everyone around you 
with your aptitude and finesse. What you offer will lead to an unexpect-
ed opportunity that allows you to use your skills.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t be gullible when it comes to helping 
others. You can only do so much before you end up being taken for 
granted. Draw the line, and don’t let yourself be used. Enlightenment 
will come from self-awareness and personal change. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Listen to suggestions, but don’t feel obli-
gated to follow a path that doesn’t suit you. Focus on improvements 
that will make you feel good about yourself and give you the confi-
dence required to do as you please.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll be raring to go and eager to bring about 
change. Your quick wit and physical energy will come in handy when 
it comes to sizing up a situation and doing what needs to be done in 
order rise to the top.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Put your money into a safe investment or a 
reasonable home improvement, but don’t lend, borrow, or jeopardize 
your financial security by taking risks. A steady gain should be your 
goal when it comes to health, wealth, and happiness. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Make plans to get away. A day trip or making 
special plans to go somewhere with someone you love will give you a 
chance to relax and gain peace of mind. A decision you make will alter 
your living situation. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Use your imagination, and you will come 
up with solutions that will help an organization or cause that concerns 
you. An opportunity to spend time with someone who brings out the 
best in you will lead to a romantic weekend. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You’ll get blamed for something you 
didn’t do if you hide evidence or aren’t honest about something that 
has happened. Stick close to home, and put your time and effort into 
improving your relationships with the people who believe in you.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Expect to face a situation with a friend, 
relative, or neighbor. Don’t jeopardize your reputation by agreeing to 
something you don’t want to do. Focus on your own plans, and look for 
opportunities to maximize your chances of advancement. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Lay your cards on the table, and discuss 
your moneymaking ideas with someone who can help you make your 
dreams come true. Listen attentively, and you will be made aware of 
any pitfalls that could deter you from reaching your goal. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Look for alternative ways to expand your 
interests and drum up support. A learning curve is apparent and must 
be conquered before you will see any sort of returns for your effort. 
Romance will improve your personal life.

Dear Readers,
This is my final Ledge.

    I am not quitting because I 
no longer think that I am funny 
nor because I have been asked 

to leave. Repeatedly. By my 
editors. Rather, I am relinquish-

ing my post due to a medical 
condition that no longer allows 
me to sustain the level of wit, 

creativity, and attention to 
detael [cq] necessary for writing 

a daily comedy feature.
    On Monday I was diagnosed 

with Adenomyotic Potassi-
um-Related Idio-Lachrymal 

Fasciitis (Or “Old Libeler’s Syn-
drome”), a degenerate disease. 

My doctor says that, while I am 
currently (relatively) healthy, 
I may die eventually, and I’m 
inclined to believe him. After 
all, he also gave me enough 

free condoms to completely fill 
a Ziploc bag. If you can’t trust 
balding, middle-age man who 

gives you free things and wants 
you to have sex, then who can 

you trust?
    Still, it pains me to leave you, 
my adoring public. My fans. The 
little people. Pleebs. Sure, I’ve 
received my fair share of hate 
mail, a few angry phone calls, 
and even the occasional dead 

cat tied to a cinder block thrown 
through my bedroom window, 
but my relationship with my 

parents goes beyond the scope 
of this letter, so I’ll move on.

    In closing, I want all of you 
to know how much I’ve enjoyed 
both writing this column and 
(hopefully) making you laugh 
— and if you never laughed, 

then eat a hefty bag of pee-pees, 
Poopy McPoopface.

Andrew R. Juhl  reminds you 
what day it is. 

April 1. This is the day upon which we are reminded of what we are on 
the other 364.

— Mark Twain

KRUI  
     programming

FRIDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
10-11 CROWE’S NEST
12 P.M. NEWS AT NOON
12:30 ASK A LAWYER
1-2 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2-4 AFTERNOON DELIGHT
4-5 BIJOU BANTER
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 SMOKIN’ GROOVES
8-10 HERE’S TO ANOTHER
10-12 A.M. TREPANNING THE SKULL
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By ADAM HENSLEY | adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Just wait.
They aren’t there yet. But they will be.
Three athletes on the Iowa men’s track team will try to close the gap be-

tween being members of a good team and being members of an elite team.
James Harrington, Vinnie Saucer Jr, and Reno Tuufuli each bring 

something unique to the Hawkeyes.
Out of the trio, the newest on the scene is Tuufuli. The redshirt fresh-

man is a big guy leaving big impressions in arguably the best throwing 
conference in the country.

The other two, Harrington and Saucer, lead a blistering sprint squad 

SPORTS
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On the brink of 
greatness 

By BLAKE DOWSON 
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The baseball Hawkeyes 
(10-12, 2-1 Big Ten) will take 
their hot bats, and coats, to 
Minnesota today through 
April 3 to renew a rivalry 
with the Gophers (13-9, 0-0) 
that dates to 1892.

The Gophers are riding a 
three-game winning streak 
that includes two victories 
over Missouri State, which 
swept the Hawkeyes earlier 
this spring.

“I had a feeling they were 
going to have a really good 
year based on what I saw 
last year and what they had 
returning,” Iowa head coach 
Rick Heller said. “In a year 
where a large portion of the 
league turned over, the Go-
phers had a lot of good play-
ers coming back.”

The Gophers, who have 
seven players in their lineup 
hitting above .300, are led by 
a trio that ranks in the top 
eight in the Big Ten. Junior 
catcher Austin Athmann has 
clipped at a .412 average with 
5 home runs, 19 RBIs, and 
14 runs. Freshman shortstop 
Terrin Vavra has a .403 aver-
age with 14 RBIs, and junior 
outfielder Matt Fiedler is hit-
ting .389 with 20 runs scored.

Sophomore C.J. Eldred will 
have the task of slowing down 
the Gopher bats this evening.

“They’re a team that’s 
matured,” he said. “They 
were pretty young these last 
couple years. It sounds like 
they’re hitting the crap out 
of the ball. It’s going to be a 
good challenge for us.”

The Hawkeyes are coming 
off a midweek game against 
Northern Illinois in which 
they exploded for 12 runs, 
including four hits that left 
the yard.

Freshman Robert Neus-
trom, one of four Hawkeyes 
to homer on Tuesday, was re-
cently named Big Ten Fresh-
man of the Week. The Sioux 
City native has worked his 
average up to .370 — tops on 
the team — and worked his 
way up the lineup.

Fellow freshman Zach 

Daniels has also been pro-
ductive for the Hawkeyes but 
in a not-so-obvious way.

Daniels is only batting 
.143, but he does a lot 
of things well, his head 
coach said.

“Zach Daniels has had 
about as much bad luck as 
a hitter could,” Heller said. 
“If you look at our statistics, 
we focus a lot on quality 
at-bats … Daniels has the 
most quality at-bats on the 
team; he just doesn’t have a 
lot to show from it from an 

average standpoint.”

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Iowa freshman guard Andrew 
Fleming has been granted a release 
from his scholarship and will play 
elsewhere next season.

Fleming averaged 2 points and 
fewer than 1 rebound and 1 assist 
per game. However, he played in just 
11 games this season and only saw 
more than 10 minutes in three of 
those contests.

“We appreciate the 
contributions that An-
drew made to our team 
this past season,” head 
coach Fran McCaffery 
said in a release. “An-
drew has a bright future, 
and we wish him all the 
best in his future en-
deavors. My staff and I 
will do whatever we can 
to help Andrew during this transition.”

Fleming is the second Iowa player to 
transfer in as many days; Brandon Hut-
ton announced on Wednesday that he 
would attend a different school next year.

“Thank you Hawkeye Nation for 
welcoming me and everyone else 
who has supported me this year, but 
I believe God has an amazing plan 
for my life elsewhere that is bright,” 
Fleming said in a release.

Iowa now has two scholarship spots 
open for next season, which means the 
Hawkeyes could see a new face or two 
before the dust settles.

Fleming’s split from Iowa seems to 
been amicable.

“I want to thank the University of 
Iowa for an amazing freshman year 
full of experiences and relationships 
that will last a lifetime,” Fleming 
said in a release. “I would also like 
to thank Coach McCaffery, his staff, 
my teammates, and all the fans for all 
the love and support this season.”

Hot baseball heads to cold country Fleming 
also leaves

Northern Illinois outfielder Justin Fletcher reaches for the bag at Banks Field on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes bats came alive in 
their 12-3 victory over the Huskies. (The Daily Iowan/ Alex Kroeze)
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SEE TRACK, 5

Illustrations by Zebedia Wahls

Iowa vs. Minnesota
When: Today (3 p.m.), Satur-
day (2 p.m.), April 3 (2 p.m.)

Where: Minneapolis
Watch:  Friday, Saturday’s 

games on BTN+, April 3 game 
on BTN

Sitting at 2-1 in the Big Ten conference, Iowa looks to keep momentum going.

They all have not overly excessive egos — they’re all kidding each other and 
jiving each other in practice — but that’s what makes our group so good.

 — Joey Woody, director of track and field

SEE TRACK, 5
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