
By MITCH MCANDREW
mmcandrew@uiowa.edu

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep. David 
Young, R-Iowa, is only in his first term as 
an elected official, but he is no stranger to 
Washington, which could stand to hurt him 
in his upcoming re-election attempt. 

The Van Meter native has worked on 
the Hill as chief of staff for former Ken-
tucky Sen. Jim Bunning from 1998 to 
2006 and then as chief of staff to long-
time Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
until his bid for Iowa’s 3rd Congressio-
nal District seat in 2014. 

And in an election in which “outsiders” 
have gained some traction among voters, 
some of Young’s rivals see his Beltway ex-
perience as a weakness. 

“He’s never held a job outside of Con-
gress,” said Andrew Mulvey, campaign 
manager for Iraq war veteran Jim Mowrer, 
who is vying for the Democratic nomina-
tion in the 3rd District against business-
man Desmund Adams and financial pro-
fessional Mike Sherzan. 

Joe Grandanette, a physical-educa-
tion teacher and coach in the Des Moines 
School District who will challenge Young 
in the June 7 primary, says that Young has 
broken several campaign promises. 

“If you followed the campaign the last 
time, he said he wasn’t going to drink 
the Potomac Water,” Grandanette said. 

“He lied to us.” 
But while rival candidates like Granda-

nette and Mowrer work to paint Young as 
a “professional politician,” some district Re-
publicans think his experience is beneficial. 

“He has been involved in Washington 
a long time, but I think his experience in 

Washington in this case is a benefit to Io-
wa,” said Warren County GOP Chairman 
Rick Halvorsen. 

Young declined to comment on his 
re-election in his Washington, D.C., office, 

By CINDY GARCIA
cindy-garcia@uiowa.edu

A preliminary settlement has 
been reached in a 5-year-old 
class-action lawsuit between 
around 14,000 tenants and Iowa 
City’s biggest landlord company, 
Apartments Downtown.

Christopher Warnock, a lawyer 
with the Iowa Tenants Project, said 
a judge gave the settlement prelim-
inary approval on Tuesday. A hear-
ing has been set for final approval 
on July 18, where objections will 
have a chance to be heard.

“We’re really trying to change 
it from a war between landlords 
and tenants to a partnership,” 
Warnock said.

The preliminary settlement stip-
ulates that all tenants who rent-
ed with Apartments Downtown or 
Apartments Near Campus between 
2010-2014 would receive $65 for ev-
ery year of their tenancy. 

Warnock said the amount is re-
lated to mandatory carpet-clean-
ing charges in leases that every 
tenant was charged with. Al-
though there were other illegal 
parts in the leases, not everyone 
was charged for them.

The settlement also includes a 
court order that Iowa Tenants Proj-
ect lawyers will represent tenants 
informally or in court if they are 
unable to reach an agreement with 
Apartments Downtown. Warnock 
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Young faces re-election calmly
By ANNA ONSTAD-HARGRAVE
anna-onstad-hargrave@uiowa.edu

More than 250,000 people have lined up 
to see a colorful 20-foot long, 8-foot wide 
modern abstract mural painted in 1943 
by Jackson Pollock, considered by experts 
to be one of the most sig-
nificant works of modern 
American art.

The University of Iowa 
Museum of Art recently 
reported the attendance 
numbers for “Jackson 
Pollock’s Mural: Energy 
Made Visible” broke the 
record for the number of 
people visiting an Iowa 
art exhibition.

Pollock’s Mural is a key work in 
American abstract art, Sean O’Har-
row, the executive director of the 
museum, said. 

“Mural marked the beginning of the 
American modern abstract-art form,” 
O’Harrow said. “Demonstrating its signif-
icance to the world by creating an inter-
national touring exhibition with art most-
ly from the [UI not only educates others 
about this art and about the development 
of American art, but also shows Iowans 

Rep. David Young, R-Iowa, sits in his office during an interview with The Daily Iowan on March 17. (The Daily Iowan/Stacey Murray)
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GUERILLA TATTOOING
One University of Iowa student is giving tattoos out of her dorm room.

A UI student from the University of Iowa holds a tattoo gun that was purchased from Amazon.com on Wednesday. The student has  tattooed some fellow students since winter break. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)

By TOM ACKERMAN  |  thomas-ackerman@uiowa.edu

When tours go through University of Iowa resi-
dence halls, they probably don’t show amateur 
tattooers at work.

A quiet voice is needed on the way to the room of one student 
who’s taken up tattooing as a hobby. The student, who requested 
anonymity because what she does could get her kicked out of her 
room, said resident assistants and school officials have been look-
ing for the rogue tattooist in the dorms.

“The ink isn’t that strong, but it’s still permanent,” she said 

while thumbing through her tattoo gear from Wal-Mart and Am-
azon she bought for around $35.

According to Iowa Code, giving tattoos without a license 
from the Iowa Department of Public Health is a serious 
misdemeanor. Additionally, Section 11, Item 2 of the UI resi-
dence-hall contract prohibits students from using their dorm 
rooms for commercial purposes.

So far the student, who has given six people ink, said she began 
doing so over winter break.

SEE TATTOO, 3

O'Harrow
executive director
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Freshman Gavin Thayer catches a Frisbee on Wednesday. Thayer and his friends were playing an afternoon game of Ultimate Frisbee. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit) 

Stores brace for construction
By GAGE MISKIMEN
gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

Business owners on 
Washington Street will 
soon see the street torn 
up outside of their stores, 
and some aren’t happy 
about it.

The streetscape project 
is scheduled 
to start on 
April 11, 
with a goal 
of finishing 
construction 
before the 
fall semester 
and the start 
of the Uni-
versity of Io-
wa Hawkeye 
football season. The project 
aims to make improvements 
the structure and appear-
ance of places downtown.

Leah Cohen, the owner 
of Bo-James, 118 E. Wash-
ington St., said she hoped 
construction would start 
after UI’s graduation.

“They will start with 
fencing, so just the street 
will be shut down and we 
can keep sidewalk cafés 
open. It will be noisy and 
dirty, but we’ll just hose the 

area down so we can have 
cafés open for evenings and 
weekends,” she said.

Cohen said the project 
could be tough on small-
er businesses located on 
Washington Street.

“This will be tough on 
the smaller businesses, 
but Bo-James has been 
around for 32 years,” 
she said. “It’ll look great 
when it’s done, but our 
hope is they disrupt our 
sidewalk area as little 
as possible.”

Mathew Chackalackal, 
the owner of One Twenty 
Six and Moonrakers, 126 
E. Washington St., said 
he’s always been opposed 
to the project.

“I think it’s an overkill, 
and it’ll be really hard to 
fix,” he said. “It’s going 
to affect my business, 
and I’ve been fighting 
it. It was supposed to be 
a shorter project, but it 
will actually take a long 
time. Only time will tell 
the effect.”

Jane Worstell, opera-
tions manager at M.C. 
Ginsberg, 110 E. Wash-
ington St., said she 
thinks the area needs 

the project.
“The infrastructures 

not good,” she said. “I 
know the project needs 
to be done, and it’ll be 
beneficial for everyone. 
We have to live with it 
for three to four months, 
but after that everything 
will be done and done 
correctly.”

Nancy Bird, the execu-
tive director of the Iowa 
City Downtown District, 
said any business owners 
would be concerned about 
street closures in front of 
their stores.

“ T h e 
[ d i s t r i c t ] 
is in favor 
of these 
i n v e s t -
m e n t s , 
r e c o g n i z -
ing there 
is some 
short term 
pain for long term gain,” 
she said. “We have a 
great marketing strat-
egy, and the businesses 
are hunkering down to 
ensure the least impact 
possible from the sum-
mer construction sched-
ule.”

Iowa City interim City 
Manager Geoff Fruin 
said he understands the 
concerns businesses may 
have with the timeline of 
the project.

“The project will be 
very disruptive and in-
volves redoing the whole 
pavement,” he said. “The 
impact to the businesses 
will be real, and we’re 
trying to get in and out 
as quickly as possible. 
We’re really trying to 
help them by completing 
the project on time.”

Fruin said the city is 
working with businesses 
in different ways, to ad-
dress parking and access 
to the businesses affect-
ed by the construction. 
For example, restau-
rants with sidewalk ca-
fes won’t have to pay 
café fees for 2016.

“We’re trying to do what 
we can to help with the 
impact of the project,” he 
said. “It’s going to take the 
majority of the construc-
tion season, but when it’s 
put together, it will serve 
the downtown business-
es very well for the next 
coming decades.”

Bird
executive director

Religious videos wanted
By KYLE WEHRLE
kmaclearnwehrle@uiowa.edu

Some students on cam-
pus can submit their ex-
periences with religion, 
organized or otherwise, 
to potentially win $100. 

The University of Iowa 
Department of Religious 
Studies is accepting sub-
missions of two-minute 
videos of UI students in-
spired by their religious ex-
periences at the university. 

 However, the contest 
is only open to UI Reli-
gious Studies majors, or 
any students with a reli-
gious-studies course un-
der their belts.

Michelene Pesantub-
bee, a UI associate pro-
fessor of Native American 
Studies, said the catego-
ries for submissions are 
family, religious-studies 
classes, and the campus 
or Iowa City. 

She said each category 
offers a $100 prize for first 
place and $50 for second 
place. Videos must be no 
longer than two minutes 
and will be judged up-

on creativity, originality, 
quality, and content.

“It could be anything, 
such as a calm place, 
a place they recharge 
— that’s religious,” Pe-
santubbee 
said. “It 
could be 
something 
about fam-
ily. There 
could be a 
family tra-
dition.”

The vid-
eo contest 
serves as a 
way of giving participat-
ing students an outlet for 
their creativity and faith 
while introducing other 
students to experience 
diverse religions and cul-
tures they may not be fa-
miliar with, she said.

“I think it’s a great way 
for students to put what 
they’ve learned in class 
into a tangible product,” 
religious-studies major 
Jennifer De La Cruz said. 
“I’m looking forward to 
the great submissions.”

Pesantubbee and Bibli-

cal Studies Outreach Co-
ordinator, Jordan Smith, 
are the two professors 
handling the project.

Despite a range of cre-
ative freedom, there are 
restrictions, Pesantubbee 
said. The contest only ac-
cepts students who have 
actually had a class with 
one of the department’s 
faculty. Cross-listed 
classes fill the require-
ment, she said. 

Pesantubbee said any 
graphic or distasteful 
content will be thrown 
out from the submissions. 
She said the organizers 
want students to be as 
creative as possible. 

“It’s interesting,” said 
Alanna Maloney, a Cath-
olic student at the UI, 
said. “I think it could be 
effective in promoting re-
spect and understanding 
for other religions.”

Pesantubbee said win-
ners will hopefully be 
awarded during the Al-
der Luncheon, an an-
nual event dedicated to 
awarding past accom-
plishments of faculty. 

Winners of the video con-
test will be posted on the 
department’s website, and 
the deadline for the contest 
is April 11. A description 
and the rules for the con-
test can also be found on 
the Religious Studies De-
partment’s website.

“I can see the signifi-
cance of this for religion,” 
Pesantubbee said. 

She said many Native 
American languages that 
carry a great deal of emo-
tional and spiritual impor-
tance to the culture, current-
ly face a crisis of survival. 

A documentary proj-
ect on the topic will be 
shown at 6 p.m. today in 
the Pomerantz Center, 
Rising Voices: Revitaliz-
ing the Lakota Language.

The event brings light 
to the possible extinction 
of the Lakota language 
in the presence of over-
whelming pressure to 
use English in the U.S., 
said Pesantubbee.

“Everything about cul-
ture is informed in one 
way about religion, or 
religious ideas,” she said.

The UI department of Religious Studies is requesting student’s perspectives.

Fruin
city manager

Pesantubbee
UI associate professor

In the March 21 article “UISG campaigns kick off,” The Daily Iowan incorrectly 
reported that Rachel Zuckerman said the UI’s tuition freeze affected its national 
ranking. Zuckerman did mention both points but did not suggest they had a causal 
relationship. The DI regrets the error.

CORRECTION 



they can be proud of this 
unique learning resource 
based here at the University 
of Iowa.”

Pollock painted the 
mural in 1943, said Scott 
Schaefer, curator emeri-
tus of the Getty Museum 
in California.

“He painted it to fill the 
narrow entry of his patron 
Peggy Guggenheim’s New 
York apartment,” he said. 
“It’s 20 feet long and 8 feet 
tall. That’s slightly terrifying 

to a lot of people today, just 
because of its scale.”

Schaefer said the paint-
ing probably became popu-
lar because of the interac-
tion it has with the person 
looking at it. 

“There are large-scale 
black figures that seem to 
move across the canvas, 
and if you look carefully, 
you can make out about 
seven of these figures. So 
it’s a picture about transi-
tion — your transition from 
the outside to the inside, 
from one end of this space 
to the other,” he said. “In 
this narrow space, and with 
very low lighting, this must 

have been a fairly terrifying 
picture to look at.”

David Anfam, curator of 
the exhibition, said because 
Mural was painted for a 
private space rather than a 
public one explains why the 
painting is so interesting. 

“It was intended to be 
seen close-up rather than 
from the great distance 
most public murals of the 
1930s demanded; this helps 
to explain the sheer intri-
cacy, freshness, and range 
of its mark-making,” An-
fam said. “What Pollock 
achieved with Mural was 
to synthesize the intimate 
touch of the easel picture 

with the grand sweep of an 
architectural scale.”

O’Harrow said it’s the mu-
ral, and Pollock’s reputation, 
that draws so many people 

to see it. 
“The many hundreds of 

thousands of people who 
have visited Mural around 
the world did so because 

Jackson Pollock is a big 
name and because Mural 
is possibly the most im-
portant modern American 
painting in history.”

called the court order “a 
mechanism of enforcement.”

Warnock estimated the 
case in total could poten-
tially cost Apartments 

Downtown more than $1 
million, which is largely 
dependent on whether 
every tenant affected by 
the decision registers to 

receive the $65.
“Apartments Down-

town really changed their 
tune, and they’re putting 
their money where their 

mouth is,” he said.
Warnock said no com-

prehensive list of tenants 
currently exists, but those 
affected can find more in-

formation and register at 
adisettlement.com.

“It would be a shame 
for people to have this go 
by,” he said.

joking that he was on “feder-
al property.” 

Regardless of whether or 
not Young is a Washington 
insider, his legislative 
work during his first term 
has a theme of reigning 
in government. 

One such bill Young is a 
co-sponsoring is the REINS 
Act, a bill that requires reg-

ulations with an impact of 
$100 million or more per 
year on the economy to be 
approved by Congress. It 
passed the House in 2015 
and has been introduced 
in the Senate by Kentucky 
Sen. Rand Paul.  

Young said this bill was 
intended to put more law-
making power back in the 
hands of Congress.

“The rules and regula-
tions that come out of any 
given administration, Re-
publican or Democrat, have 

the same effect as law, re-
ally,” Young told The Dai-
ly Iowan in a meeting in 
Washington in mid-March. 
“But the policy-setting body 
should be Congress.” 

Young considers himself to 
be a legislator who regularly 
works across the aisle and 
“gets along with everybody.” 

“We’ve got the same goals 
— a more peaceful world, saf-
er streets, better opportunity, 
strong economy — just dif-
ferent ways of getting there 
sometimes,” Young said. 

However, Young’s election 
opponents have scrutinized 
his record, calling it a tale of 
two Youngs. 

“David Young cam-
paigned on being a mod-
erate, pragmatic guy, and 
really, we’ve seen that this 
is just political speak,” 
Mulvey said. 

Young’s vote for former 
Speaker of the House John 
Boehner has also proven 
ambiguous, even in his 
own party. The vote caused 
many Iowa Republicans to 

questions Young’s ideologi-
cal orientation. 

Grandanette said the rea-
son he is even in the race is 
Young’s vote for Boehner. 

“He’s acted like a conser-
vative, but he’s let us down,” 
he said. 

On the other hand, 
Young’s pro-Boehner vote 
made sense to Halver-
son, who saw the move 
as a result of the former 
speaker’s hand in getting 
Young elected. 

“How can you come 

right out of the gate and 
vote against the guy that 
helped fund your elec-
tion?” Halverson said. 

Still, despite the tough 
election year, Young re-
mains focused on the future 
for Iowans, naming “fiscal 
sanity” and bipartisanship 
as his priorities. 

“The people you hear 
about on the radio and see 
on TV, raising their fists and 
ranting, that’s not the ma-
jority of people here in Con-
gress,” Young said.

“The thing that makes 
me the most nervous is they 
wouldn’t listen to me when I 
told them, ‘You need to clean 
it this way for this many 
days,’ ” she said about the 
people she tattooed. 

The student said her hob-
by began as a way of getting 
a tattoo without having her 
parents finding out. 

She pointed to the out-
lines of an alien and a fading 
matchbook tattooed on her 
fingers, while demonstrating 
the ring she uses to cover it 
at home. 

“[My parents] would proba-
bly stop paying for my college 
if they found out,” she said. 

Because of increasing 
pressure from residence-hall 
authorities, the student said 

she will take a break until 
she moves into an apartment 
to avoid further trouble.

While she wouldn’t rule 
out a legitimate part-time 
job in tattooing, she said 
apprenticeships are hard 
to come by in Iowa City, 
with only a few shops 
downtown.

Jeff Betts, the owner of 
Nemesis Tattoo, 393 E. Col-
lege St., said he was one of 
the last in his generation to 
take the route of becoming 
an apprentice before people 
started to learn how to tattoo 
on the internet.

“First and foremost, it 
takes a little money out of 
our pockets, but the biggest 
problem is people doing 
these [tattoos] have little to 
no idea what they’re doing at 
all,” Betts said. 

Betts said tattooing ma-
chines are now easier to ac-
quire than before because of 

the Internet.
“You had to know some-

body, and they had to have a 
license,” he said.

Betts first learned to tat-
too by first doing piercings 
for 13 years in a place that 
offered tattoos as well. 

“I watched the guys that 
already knew what they 
were doing, asked them 
questions, they give you an-
swers. It’s a traditional ap-
prenticeship like any other 
trade used to be,” he said. 
“When people don’t know 
what they’re doing, they tend 
to think faster is better; if 
you’re going too fast and too 
deep with a tattoo machine, 
you’re slicing people open 
like it’s an electric scalpel.”

Doug Beardsley, the John-
son County public-health di-
rector, said he’s unsure how 
many unregulated tattoo 
artists operate locally, but 
those in the tattoo business 

are the ones pushing for 
stricter regulations.

Beardsley said although Io-
wa is already one of the strict-
er states when it comes to 
tattoo laws, serious infections 
and blood-borne diseases can 
occur if simple proper sanita-
tion techniques aren’t used.

Iowa law currently re-
quires each tattoo artist to 
have a license, which must 
be signed by the owner of the 
tattoo parlor as well. Those 
tattooing also need to take a 
course on blood-borne patho-
gens and cross contamina-
tions once a year and get cer-
tified in first aid twice a year.

“The risk of exposure to 
blood-borne pathogens is 
important for the tattoo art-
ist and not just the clients,” 
Beardsley said. “Accidental 
needle sticks and splash-
ing on blood on the artist 
are workplaces risks, so 
education and training are 

very important.”
The student tattooist said 

even though she’s taken a class 
on blood-borne diseases and 
does her best to be sanitary, 
she’s always nervous about the 
potential for infection.

Betts said he isn’t buying 
the excuses he hears for un-

professional tattooing.
“The biggest excuse I get 

from everybody is that it’s 
fun — it’s something to do,” 
Betts said. “A lot of people 
that do it to themselves 
or other people aren’t 
really thinking of any of 
the consequences.”

TATTOO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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A Student from the University of Iowa holds the tattoo gun that was purchased from 
Amazon.com at The University of Iowa on Wednesday, March 30, 2016. So far, the Uni-
versity of Iowa student has given six people tattoos. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)
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At the National Rx Drug Abuse and Heroin Sum-
mit in Atlanta, President Obama spoke about 
the problem of drug addiction in this country 

and the need for a change in perspective when it comes 
to addressing it. On Tuesday, the White House released 
a corresponding plan of action to “fight heroin addiction 
and prescription-drug abuse” with a proposed budget of 
$1.1 billion to aid the fight. Perhaps the most important 
takeaway from the president’s goals is the emphasis on 
viewing drug addiction as an issue of public health, not 
criminal justice.

This revision in attitude will prove pivotal in coun-
tering the epidemic of drug addiction in this country, 
which is not limited to the demographic that comes to 
mind first when speaking about the rise of drug addic-
tion. It is not an issue that solely affects impoverished 
minorities. The number of first-time heroin users has 
risen dramatically with “90 percent of these first-time 
users [being] white.” This is an important distinction to 
make because combating the rise of drug addiction also 
means combating the stereotypes and misconceptions 
surrounding it as well.

Drug addiction is not a black and white issue, nor is it 
an issue defined by the delineation between innocent and 
guilty. However, that has long been the status quo. The 
result is that this country has “incarcerated a generation 
rather than giving them the treatment they needed.” 

Rather than trying to address the litany of contributing 
factors that result in individuals turning to drugs and 
thus unable to fully contribute to society in the manner 
deemed appropriate, this country adopted an end of pipe 
solution of ostracization and punishment. 

It would appear as though the president has acknowl-
edged that this mentality was not and is not a viable one. 
The system put in place to combat drug addiction has 
only served to perpetuate it. That said, it should also be 
evident that is not an issue that the president can hope to 
remedy on his own. The deciding factor will be whether 
the American people will continue to settle for trying to 
keep the problem out of sight or actually putting in place 
policy that would rectify the root causes. 

Our prisons are big, but they aren’t that big. They are 
not big enough to house all those in need of treatment 
and those who will be in need of treatment in the future. 
Furthermore, that shouldn’t be the goal. Our aim should 
not be to sweep those in need of treatment for drug addic-
tion under the rug because it is easier than providing the 
necessary assistance. The conversation needs to change. 
Those suffering from drug addiction deserve more than 
to be labeled junkies and cast aside. They deserve treat-
ment, and we as a population need to decide if we are 
going to actively help them receive it. The president has 
done what he can to further the cause. It will be on us to 
see it through. 
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Changing the conversation 
on drug addiction 

COLUMN

Earlier this week, the 
LA Times ran an article 
making the claim that 
Syrian militias, armed 
by the CIA, have been 
clashing with other Syri-
an militias, armed by the 
Pentagon. This revelation 
should be shocking, but 
instead it’s something 
that was inevitable in the 
most tragic way. 

It deserves to be noted 
the article was a degree 
misleading. In an extensive 
breakdown of the Syrian 
conflict and the plethora of 
actors involved, Sam Hell-
er wrote in an article for 
War on the Rocks that the 
Syrian Democratic Forces, 
which the LA Times article 
claimed had been clashing 
with the CIA-backed Fur-
san al Haq while maneu-
vering through contested 
territory, is only backed by 
the Pentagon in a small ar-
ea involved in conflict with 
ISIS. But, perhaps in a bit of 
a stretch, because both mili-
tias operate under the um-
brella of the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces, the LA Times 
article remains true.

That said, the entire 
situation, however you 
spin it, remains entirely 
absurd. The puppeteering 
nature of U.S. foreign pol-
icy is consistently finding 
itself in ridiculous, em-
barrassing blunders such 
as this. Furthermore, the 
notion of pumping arms 
into a war-torn area in 
the grips of a vicious civil 
war tangled in complexi-
ties and intricacies that 
are almost incomprehen-
sible at the moment is 
downright irresponsible. 

The mindset that fuels 
this kind of intervention is 
the remnants of a Cold War 
mentality, in which stron-
ger militaries and econo-
mies attempted to orches-
trate the fate of contentious 
ideologies in the midst of 
conflict in smaller nations. 
Though it’s perhaps noble 
in the demagogue sense 
of Western rhetoric, at the 

core of this mentality is 
the rejection of the auton-
omy of non-Western people 
and non-Western nations, 
which in turn strips them 
of their dignity. This is 
not OK. This is the same 
mentality that brought 
Southeast Asia to its knees, 
crippled numerous South 
American economies, and 
has been the root cause of 
the seemingly perpetual 
civil war afflicting certain 
regions of Africa. It’s ideo-
logical colonialism. 

But, this mindset is all 
in the fight against ISIS, 
which is undeniably a 
terrible organization. So 
how does one approach 
the issue at hand when 
one ideology seems so 
objectively wrong? I sup-
pose you continue these 
kinds of policies anyway. 
Perhaps you do it not 
from the larger and more 
abstract “fight for democ-
racy” standpoint, but sim-
ply because it’s profitable.  

According to an arti-
cle published on Stanford 
University’s website, “The 
three largest defense com-
panies in the world are all 
United States companies.  
With a combined total 
revenue in 2001 of $100 
billion and employing 
400,000 people, Lockheed 
Martin, Northrop Grum-
man, and Boeing are three 
powerhouses of American 
business.” This knowledge, 
when coupled with the fact 
that the United States is 
arming numerous factions 
involved in the Syrian 
conflict, is unsettling to 
say the least. The idea of 
supporting the democratic 
ideology in this struggle 
seems to be smoke blown 
to obscure the underly-
ing intentions behind the 
Pentagon’s perpetual in-
tervention and warfare 
throughout the 20th cen-
tury and into the 21st. 

Perhaps economic profits 
are simply a grizzly gain to 
the bleak reality of war, but 
in the words of decorated 
World War I American Gen. 
Smedley Butler: “War is a 
Racket. It always has been. 
It is possibly the oldest, 
easily the most profitable, 
surely the most vicious. It 
is the only one internation-
al in scope. It is the only 
one in which the profits are 
reckoned in dollars and the 
losses in lives.”

Jack Dugan
john-dugan@uiowa.edu 
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War is a racket

Expand wind power, 
protect birds 

Continuing to expand wind power 
is one of the best ways to protect birds, 
despite the claims made in a March 
23 article.

Scientists agree that climate change 
is the single greatest threat to bird 
populations, and as a zero-emission 
energy source, wind is the biggest, fastest, 
cheapest way to cut carbon pollution. 
That’s why the National Wildlife Federa-
tion and National Audubon Society have 
called for more wind.

Wind has been documented as having 
some of the lowest human-related avian 
impacts. Collectively, collisions with other 
human structures and environmental 
toxins kill between 490 million to 2.9 
billion birds every year.

Conversely, based on a 2009 study, 
the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority concluded wind 
has the lowest cradle-to-grave life-cycle 
impacts of all energy sources on wildlife 
and habitats.

The wind industry takes its limited 

impacts seriously, doing more to study, 
avoid, minimize, and mitigate wildlife 
impacts than any other energy industry; 
undertaking extensive pre- and post-con-
struction environmental-impact studies; 
and utilizing comprehensive siting 
practices to reduce impacts to the greatest 
extent practicable.

The wind industry also works hard 
to reduce effects on bats, helping 
to found the Bats and Wind Energy 
Cooperative, adopted to understand 
the impacts of wind on bats and find 
solutions to reduce those impacts. 
In 2015, voluntary best practices 
were designed to reduce impacts on 
non-regulated bat species. Experts 
predict reducing turbine rotations in 
low-wind speed conditions during the 
fall migration period could reduce bat 
impacts up to 30 percent.

The wind-energy industry, built upon 
a legacy of care, is proud of our record as 
the leading source of utility-scale electricity 
with the lowest environmental impacts. 
No energy source — or really any human 
activity — is completely impact-free. 
Americans must weigh all costs and benefits 

when deciding how to power our country.

John Anderson  
Senior director, Permitting Policy and 
Environmental Affairs American Wind 

Energy Association 

An  independent voice
Hello, Hawk Nation, I am Zach Weigel, a 

junior political-science major in the College 
of Education running for the position of 
senator in the upcoming undergraduate 
student-government elections. Chances 
are you may have heard of the BLOC Party 
or seen members around campus in their 
green shirts. You also might be familiar 
with their opponent, the Yes Party. While 
both pose some compelling platforms, I 
hope to persuade you to consider casting a 
vote for me.

Contrasting the motivations and ideas 
of other candidates, I desire to be a part of 
student government to advocate for and 
advance real practical initiatives that will 
benefit our university.

There are three issues that stand out to 
me, and if you choose to rally behind me I 

promise to stand by my convictions. First, 
mental-health care here at Iowa needs to 
be improved. It takes weeks for students 
to get appointments that they desperately 
need. Second, off-campus apartments 
should offer recycling services to their 
tenants. Far too many of us students simply 
throw recyclables in the trash while a more 
environmentally friendly waste-man-
agement system can be implemented. 
Third, our university should spend money 
wisely. Last year, the student government 
allocated $7,000 for nap-stations in the 
IMU. The student government’s funds come 
from our student fees, and I can think of 
plenty of better ways to spend $7,000.

So if you want someone to be your voice 
for pragmatic solutions I invite you to log 
onto ISIS under the My Vote tab of Student 
Records and choose Zach Weigel. There 
are 38 open slots, 36 for party-affiliated 
candidates and two for independents, 
so I hope you will consider me for an 
independent slot.

Go Hawks.
Thanks,

Zach Weigel
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In defense of COGS
COGS writes in re-

sponse to remarks made 
by a bargaining-unit 
member, Patrick Bigsby, 
in a panel discussion with 
Madeleine Elfenbein on 
graduate employees and 
unionization. Above all, 
we invite Bigsby to voice 
his concerns at any of our 
monthly general member-
ship meetings (likewise for 
any bargaining unit mem-
ber). We also express our 
solidarity with Elfenbein’s 
union, Graduate Students 
United, and we appreci-
ate Elfenbein’s informed 
and compelling defense of 
graduate employee union-
ization. But we consider 
three of Bigsby’s claims 
— his “three principal ob-
jections [to joining COGS]” 
— very misleading.

The first claim is “[COGS’ 
contract] mandates that 
all graduate employees … 
are paid the same amount 
…” This is untrue: COGS’ 
contract, whose terms are 
online, requires that the 
university pay at least 
the minimum salary (Art. 
IX, Sec. 2). Departments 
can and do pay more than 
the contractual minimum. 
Some graduate employees 
make over $22,000, which 
is $4,000 more than the 
contractual minimum. A 
few (too few) make about 
$27,400. COGS’ hard-
fought contract does not 
“mandate” lower salaries 
for any graduate employ-

ee. Nor does it require 
identical salaries for all 
graduate employees. 
COGS’ contract in fact 
imposes salary increases, 
including a 3 percent sala-
ry increase this upcoming 
year. And COGS will fight 
for increases in future 
years, as we have done for 
the past 20 years.

The second claim is 
“[COGS] devotes far too 
much time to student is-
sues rather than worker 
issues. The union pur-
ports to represent my 
interests as an employee, 
but then proceeds to fight 
tooth-and-nail to reduce 
student fees …” But in 
fighting for fee reductions 
and salary increases, we 
are placing money right 
into Bigsby’s pocket. Fee 
reductions and salary 
increases are increases 
in compensation, and as 
Bigsby says, “…I’m in it 
for the compensation,” 
his assertion that COGS 
do not “represent [his] 
interests” is inconsistent 
with his stated interest 
in money. Moreover, the 
distinction of one’s “em-
ployee” status and one’s 
“student” status is simply 
indefensible. If we have 
low pay, high tuition, and 
no health insurance — as 
was our lot before COGS 
— then our research and 
grades will likely suffer. 
If we are billed more than 
$1,000 in fees each year, 

then our salary is less 
competitive. The regents 
are of course apt to stress 
one role when convenient: 
they say graduate em-
ployees should have nei-
ther tuition coverage nor 
fee coverage while gradu-
ate students should have 
neither salary increases 
nor health insurance. The 
regents forget that the 
student and the employ-
ee are the same person. 
It falls to COGS — and 
sometimes to the courts 
— to remind them that 
human beings are not so 
simply split. And Bigsby 
admits this: “They’re cer-
tainly correlated insofar 
as I wouldn’t be one if I 
weren’t the other …” So 
we serve both graduate 
students and graduate 
employees when we fight 
against student fees.

The third claim is 
“[COGS is] very political-
ly active.” While COGS 
does not fund political 
candidates or parties, 
COGS does support Io-
wa Democrats. There are 
good reasons for this. Io-
wa House Republicans, 
at Gov. Terry Branstad’s 
urging, voted uniformly 
in 2011 to eliminate pub-
lic employee unions’ col-
lective bargaining rights. 
The current platform of 
the Iowa Republican Par-
ty also reads, “We call for 
legislation that would 
eliminate all public-sec-

tor unions.” We oppose 
such legislation because 
it would kill COGS. We 
will not support any pol-
itician whose party calls 
for COGS’ destruction 
as a “cost-saving” mea-
sure. Such “cost-savings” 
would come at the painful 
expense of public sector 
workers like us by strip-
ping away our benefits — 
our modest salary, our em-
ployer-subsidized health 
insurance, our full tuition 
coverage, and our partial 
fee reductions. One legis-
lative act can undo all of 
COGS’ hard-fought gains 
over the past 20 years. 
Only Iowa Senate Dem-
ocrats can prevent Iowa 
Republicans from doing 
this. So Iowa Democrats 
have COGS’ gratitude 
and support. COGS is not 
opposed to the Iowa Re-
publican Party but to its 
concerted and live effort 
to destroy us. This is why 
COGS is “very politically 
active”: political quietism 
is not open to us. Politi-
cal activity is necessary 
for COGS’ survival: We 
would be nihilistic not to 
help Iowa Democrats who 
oppose a bill that would 
end us and amnesic to 
support Iowa Republicans 
given their repeated and 
ongoing efforts to end us.

Landon D.C. Elkind, 
on behalf of COGS’ Coordinating 

Committee
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North Carolina
Throughout this crazy, tu-

multuous college basketball 
season, polls have not mat-
tered much. Top-five teams 
were getting beat left and 
right, conferences beat up on 
each other every night, and 
the dust still hasn’t settled.

So there is no possible way 
the one poll that happened 
before the dust stirred, the 
AP preseason poll, could 
have predicted the national 
champion, right? Wrong.

North Carolina garnered 
the top spot in the AP pre-
season poll this season, and it 
will bookend the chaotic sea-
son by winning the national 
championship in Houston.

For starters, the Tar Heels 
get Syracuse in their nation-
al semifinal. Now, I know 
Syracuse just knocked off 

Virginia and looked like 
Syracuse teams of old in the 
second half of that game. The 
Tar Heels have also played 
the type of basketball that 
doesn’t slump. They play 
mostly through their bigs 
and score a ton of points in 
the paint with Brice John-
son, Kennedy Meeks, and 
Isaiah Hicks.

Syracuse, Villanova, and 
Oklahoma all love to shoot the 
3, and they have all shot the 3 
well in the tournament. But 
one off night from Michael 
Gbinije, Ryan Arcidiacono, or 
Buddy Hield, and any of those 
teams can be bounced.

— Blake Dowson

Oklahoma
When it’s time to cut down 

the nets after the NCAA ti-

tle game, Buddy Hield will 
climb the ladder.

Most believe that if Okla-
homa reigns supreme, Hield 
will be in the driver’s seat. 
While I believe this to be 
true, his underrated support-
ing cast will cause matchup 
nightmares for opponents.

Villanova, which has 
shot the lights out in the 
tournament and defeated 
the Midwestern menace 
of Kansas, is the one team 
standing in the Sooners’ 
path to the championship.

Oklahoma has the best 
group of guards in the coun-
try, hands down. While Hield 
is their uncontested leader, 
his supporting guards, Isaiah 
Cousins and Jordan Wood-
ard, wreak havoc as well.

It just so happens that Vil-
lanova’s kryptonite is guard 

play. In all five of the Wild-
cats’ losses this season, guard 
play has overwhelmed them.

Most notably, Hield and 
Cousins combined for 37 points 
in their win against the Wild-
cats. Virginia’s Malcolm Brog-
don and London Perrantes 
scored 39, and Seton Hall’s 
Isaiah Whitehead dropped 
26, all in winning efforts.

The Sooners will use their 
lights-out 3-point shooting to 
run the scoreboard in their 
victory in the national champi-
onship. As a team, Oklahoma 
shoots better than 42 percent 
from deep. Syracuse shoots 
just more than 36 percent, 
while North Carolina’s 31.4 
mark is the worst in the ACC. 

North Carolina, on the 
other hand, owns the 
266th worst 3-point de-
fense in the country.

Basketball is turning in-
to a 3-point shootout; the 
name of the game is the 
long-range shot.

Oklahoma’s got it down.
— Adam Hensley

Villanova
The Arcidiacono Show will 

take the NCAA title, bet on it.
Villanova isn’t exactly the 

Cinderella it was in 1985, 
when it won the national ti-
tle; in fact, it isn’t a Cinderel-
la anymore at all.

The Wildcats are the best 
team in the country, and Ry-
an Arcidiacono is a big rea-
son. The 6-3 guard averages 
12.3 points per game, good 
for third on his team.

But where the senior, who 
says he’s always dreamed 
of taking Villanova to the 

NCAA title, excels is assists. 
He averages 4.3 per game, 
and his assist to turnover ra-
tio is well over 3.

Forwards Kris Jenkins 
and Ryan Ochefu totaled 23 
points against Kansas in an 
Elite 8 game in which the 
Wildcats were expected to 
have a disadvantage in the 
frontcourt. By contrast, Kan-
sas perennial big man Perry 
Ellis scored just 4.

Villanova is built to beat 
Oklahoma, too. The Soon-
ers have the best player in 
the country in Buddy Hield. 
It’s unquestionable that 
when Hield is on, he’s the 
best pure scorer in college 
basketball, but Villanova’s 
guards can match him, and 
its forwards can be better 
than Oklahoma’s frontcourt.

— Ian Murphy

Point/counterpoint: Who will win the Dance? 



• $1 Bake Sale — Pakistani Student Association, 
noon-3:30 p.m.,  IMU ground floor near Chalk Talk
• Table-Top Thursdays, Diversity Center, noon, 2780 
University Capitol Center 
• Food Chains,  Film & Discussion, 4:30 p.m., 348 IMU
• Nathaniel Filippelli, piano, 5:30 p.m., University 
Capitol Center Recital Hall
• Rising Voices: Revitalizing the Lakota Language, 
6 p.m., W401 Pappajohn
• Ani Gogova, piano, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• “Multiple Journeys: The Life of Guillermo Gó-
mez-Peña,” 7:30 p.m., 240 Art Building West
• Doctors Without Borders, John Lawrence, 7:30 
p.m., Main Library Shambaugh Auditorium

• Dirty Grandpa, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Reed/Strub Dance Thesis Concert, 8 p.m., Space/
Place
• Spring Fest: Get Active, 8-11 p.m., Hubbard Park
• Star Wars: Episode VII — The Force Awakens, 8 & 
11 p.m., 166 IMU

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday 31, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Be careful not to push someone who is 
likely to push back. Be willing to work alongside your competition, and 
you will gain respect. Let your discipline and energetic enthusiasm 
shine, and you’ll be hard to beat.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):  Be brave, and express your thoughts and 
plans. Don’t be afraid to try something new or to get involved in an 
unusual event or activity. The outcome will be enlightening and give 
you food for thought. Romance is on the rise.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Helping someone out is fine, but if you 
loan out cash, it could ruin your friendship and leave you holding a 
bad debt. A secretive approach to something you want to develop will 
enable you to reach your goal without interference. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ll be tempted to help someone who 
has a sob story. Back up; rethink your position. You will gain far more if 
you put your effort ‘s’in to your own ideas rather than someone else’s. 
Romance will enhance your personal life.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Check out the online job market, and some-
thing will grab your attention and spark an idea that will enable you to 
advance. Finding ways to entertain your peers or employer will put you 
in the running for a cushy position.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t give in to personal conflict. Take 
care of business before you opt to have fun. Reassure those who put 
demands on you that you will take part when the time is right. Offering 
alternative incentives will lead to help, not hindrance. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t let emotional matters cloud your vi-
sion. Make a point to learn something that will help you move in a pos-
itive direction and improve your chances of getting ahead. A business 
partnership will lead to an interesting alternative. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): An old friend will play a role in a creative 
endeavor you want to pursue. Offering to help one another will pay off 
and make your quest for success much easier. Romance will enhance 
your day. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t leave anything unfinished, or 
you will face complaints. Someone will be eager to make you look bad. 
Add to your comfort at home, and make sure to take the time to enjoy 
your hobbies and friends.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t give in to someone’s demands 
or pushiness. Stand your ground, and make it clear what you believe is 
best for you. Put your thoughts on paper, and draw up an agreement if 
necessary. Better to be safe than sorry. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Recognize and market your skills. What 
you have to offer can bring in extra cash and change the way people 
view you. Home improvements should be geared toward making a 
space conducive to getting a project up and running. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Know what you want, but go about getting 
it in a diplomatic manner. Being too forceful will invite arguments and 
opposition. Try to attract opportunity by offering incentives to the 
people you need help from.

April Fool’s Day 
Prank Ideas

• Point at your victim’s chest, 
acting like they have a spot 
on their shirt. When they 

look down, sleep with their 
significant other.

• Make a batch of caramel 
apples and pass them around 

to a group of people, your 
victim included. Only, make 
sure your victim gets the one 
that’s actually an onion and 

laced with PCP. Then, tell their 
boss you think they should be 

urine-tested.

• When your victim is in the 
shower, sneak in and grab 

their clothes, all the towels, 
and the bathmat. When they 

emerge from the shower 
with nothing to dry them off, 
take naked pictures of them, 
then tweet those pics to area 

elementary schools.

• Remember that “Drew Car-
ey Show” episode in which 

Mimi drugged Drew and then 
air-freighted him to China 

without a passport? Chloroform 
your victim, tie them up, and 

make them watch that episode 
on a loop for a week.

• While the victim is asleep, 
reset all their clocks ahead two 

hours. Then, just before the 
real time they normally wake 
up, burst into their bedroom 

and tell them they’re late and 
that there is no such thing as 

true love.

Andrew R. Juhl  took the basis 
of pranks used in this column 

from the website www.aprilfool-
zone.com.

If two wrongs don’t make a right, try three.
— Laurence J. Peter

KRUI  
     programming

THURSDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
10-11 TITLE TK
11-12 PIPPIN TALK
12 NEWS AT NOON
12:30PM-1 FULL COURT PRESS
1-2 CENTER ICE
2-3 FACE OFF
3-4 DJ TRAINING
4-5 BEAT ME UP
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 THE B-SIDE
8-10 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HALF WAY THERE



By SHAFIN KHAN
shafin-khan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s ten-
nis team snapped a six-
match losing streak with a 
win against  Drake in Des 
Moines on Wednesday.

Iowa started strong, 
winning the doubles point. 
Annette Dohanics and An-
astasia Reimchen start-
ed off hot in the doubles 
matches at the No. 1 spot, 
beating Mela Jaglarz and 
Mariel Ante (6-2).

The Hawkeyes fol-
lowed with a loss at No. 3 
from Kristen Thoms and 
Taylor Tamblyn against 
Bulldogs Summer Brills 
and Joely Lomas (6-3).

Iowa’s Aimee Tarun 
and Adorabol Huckleby 
clinched the doubles point, 
defeating Maddie Johnson 
and Tess Herder (6-2).

“Good team win for us 
today,” said head coach 
Katie Dougherty in a 
release. “We won the 
doubles point, which 
felt good to get back on 
track with that. Drake 

competed well today, as 
we knew they would; 
we always have great 
matches with them, and 
I’m proud of the way we 
battled today.”

The first singles win for 
Iowa came from Montana 
Crawford over Jaglarz at 
the No. 6 spot (6-2, 6-0). 
Crawford has started well 
for the Hawkeyes in the 
singles matches this sea-
son, stringing together a 
3-0 record.

“Montana did a nice job 
at No. 6 putting the second 
point on the board, and 
Anastasia was down 3-0 
in the first set and found a 
way to battle back and win 
it,” Dougherty said. “Kris-
ten played a tiebreaker to 
clinch it for us.”

Reimchen backed up 
Crawford by defeating Ante 
(7-5, 6-2).  Drake’s Lomas 
then defeated Tarun at the 
No. 5 spot (6-3, 6-7), but 
Thoms clinched the victory 
for Iowa by beating Herder 
(6-4, 7-6).

“It felt great to clinch 
for the first time for my 

team,” she said in a re-
lease. “I felt confident go-
ing into the tiebreaker 
that I would win it. I didn’t 
play my best tennis today, 
but I competed hard, and 
I’m happy to get the win 
for the team.”

Zoe Douglas (2-6, 6-3, 
4-3) and Huckleby (4-6, 
6-3, 2-3) had their matches 

abandoned against John-
son and Brills. 

The Hawkeyes will 
continue their road 
stretch against  Illinois 
on Friday in Champaign 
at 6 p.m. The Hawkeyes 
will top off the weekend 
in Evanston, Illinois, 
against Northwestern at 
2 p.m. April 3.

Iowa player Annette Dohanics hits the ball back to UNI’s Astrid Santos at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex 
on Feb. 26. The Hawks broke a six-match losing streak on Wednesday against Drake. (The Daily Iowan/Karley Finkel)

GOLF
CONTINUED FROM 8A

HUTTON
CONTINUED FROM 8A

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A
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I think in the next two 
tournaments that will 
show.”

Joining Knoll as one of 
the leaders on the team 
is Nate Yankovich.

The senior has had a de-
cent start to the season. He 
had an outstanding eighth-
place finish at the South-
western Jones Invitational 
on March 1, but couldn’t 
keep the momentum going 
at Schenkel, finishing 47th.

“I had a good first 
round at Schenkel but 
just kind of fell off a lit-
tle bit,” Yankovich said. 
Overall, I’m hitting the 
ball great. I’m pretty 
happy, but there’s still 
some work to be done.”

On the golf course, 
Yankovich’s problems 
haven’t been striking the 
ball. The problems have 
come around the greens. 
In order to post more 
consistent scores, he will 
need to improve his chip-
ping and putting.

“I’ve had some short-
game issues,” he said. “I 

need refining on my short 
game, and I need to contin-
ue to work in those areas. 
That will be key for me.”

Consistent play has 
been a difficult challenge 
for Yankovich and the 
rest of the Hawkeyes, 
partly because of the 
lack of practice time on 
the golf course. But now 
with Finkbine recently 
reopening for play, the 
team will have much 
more opportunity for 
tournament preparation.

“We just have to play 
more,” Stith said. “I 
think that our consisten-

cy comes from preparing 
well. And now the golf 
course is open, and we 
are able to practice and 
play as much as we need 
to now, and so I think we 
are prepared to have a 
big finish to the season. 

With more practice 
under their belts, the 
Hawkeyes will get another 
opportunity for improved 
results this weekend at 
the ASU Thunderbird in 
Tempe, Arizona.

Follow @csindberg32 on 
Twitter for Iowa men’s golf 
news, updates, and analysis.

man, impressed fans 
and his coaches with his 
heady play and hustle 
on the court, and many 

of his teammates insist-
ed that he would have a 
scholarship by the time 
he was a senior.

That time may come 
sooner than they ex-
pected, as Hutton’s re-
lease opens up his schol-
arship. The Hawkeyes 

could use it for a recruit 
or junior-college trans-
fer, but it seems highly 
likely that Baer will be 
the recipient.

Regardless, Iowa and 
Hutton certainly do not 
seem to have parted in a 
bad way.

“I would like to thank 
my teammates for the 
friendship we developed 
and their support with 
this decision,” Hutton 
said. “Also a special thank 
you to the Hawkeye fans 
for making me feel wel-
come this past year.”

NCAA guidelines state 
that players cannot play 
in more than 30 percent of 
the team’s games during 
the season of eligibility 
they are trying to get back.

Because Ott played 
in six games (around 43 
percent of the season), he 
misses the cutoff by a slim 
margin. He also played 
several games with an in-
jured elbow, which is a ma-
jor part of his argument.

“He’s written appeals. He 
has communicated. Our com-
pliance people are going back 
and forth trying to help out,” 
Morgan said. “It’s hard, and 
you feel for him, because he 
just wants to know. He just 
wants to know, can I get an 
agent, can I continue to play, 

do I — what am I able to do?”

Talking tight ends
Iowa has long been 

known for producing 
high-quality tight ends, and 
with Henry Krieger Coble 
headed to the NFL, that 
trend seems to continue.

George Kittle is listed as 
the first-stringer at tight 
end this season after a sol-
id 2015 campaign that saw 
him score 6 touchdowns.

“I’m responsible for my 
group now and gotta keep 
the backyard clean,” Kittle 
said. “It’s on me now, and 
that’s a good feeling.”

Woods was full of praise 
for Kittle, but also noted 
that his run blocking needs 
work. One of the more criti-
cal aspects of Iowa’s offense 
is a tight end who can catch 
as well as block.

Kittle said he put on 10 

pounds during the off-sea-
son and looks every bit the 
part of a Big Ten tight end.

“He can be as good as 
anybody who’s played 
here. He has the speed and 
the size combo,” Woods 

said. “He also has an ener-
gy and enthusiasm about 
him that can help him be 
as good as he wants to be, 
and we’re far from seeing I 
think the best that George 
has put on the field.”

pitching staff thus far, 
but as Minnesota starts 
the Big Ten season this 
weekend, it will start to 
see better pitching, and 
regression at the plate is 
bound to happen.

The Hawkeyes have a 
team ERA a whole run 
lower than the Gophers 
at 3.60.

 Minnesota’s record vs. 
teams above .500: 7-8

The bats have been 
great, the pitching has 
been suspect, but the 
truth of the matter is 

that Minnesota has 
not been tested all that 
much this season.

The Gophers have 
been somewhat of a 
mixed bag in 2016. 
They recently took 
two-of-three from Mis-
souri State, which 
has a 19-5 record this 
year. But the weekend 
before its trip to Mis-

souri State, Minnesota 
dropped three-of-four 
to Seattle University.

The rest of the Big Ten 
will have a better idea on 
what to think of Minne-
sota after this weekend 
against the Hawkeyes.

Follow @B_Dows4 for 
Iowa baseball news, up-
dates, and analysis.

Women’s tennis breaks losing streak 

Uthoff snares another 
All-American honor 

Iowa’s Jarrod Uthoff added to his 
list of honors earlier this week when 
the Associated Press selected him as a 
third-team All-American.

Uthoff had a stellar season, leading 
the Hawkeyes to the second round in 
the NCAA Tournament, and he filled 
up the stat sheet along the way. The 

6-9 forward averaged 18.9 points, 6.3 
rebounds, and a Big Ten-leading 2.6 
blocks per game.

He was Iowa’s Mr. Basketball coming 
out of high school in 2011, and now be-
comes Iowa’s first consensus All-Ameri-
can since Chuck Darling in 1952.

To be a consensus All-American 
means that Uthoff was selected to 
prestigious teams by all of the AP, U.S. 
Basketball Writers Association, and Na-

tional Association of Basketball Coaches.
After being named as a third-team 

All-Big Ten player last season, the 
Cedar Rapids native was also a unani-
mous selection to the first team by the 
Big Ten in 2016.

On top of the performance-based 
awards, Uthoff was also an Academic 
All-American and the Division-I CoSIDA 
Academic All-American of the Year 
after posting a 4.0 GPA in the fall 

semester, and he became the first 
Hawkeye player to be featured on 
the cover of Sports Illustrated twice in 
one year.

It was a good year for the Hawkeyes 
and a great year for Uthoff. He leaves 
the Iowa program as one of the most 
decorated players in its history and 
appears to have a potential NBA career 
ahead of him.

— by Kyle Mann

Iowa tight end George Kittle catches the ball with one hand during the game against 
Maryland in Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 31, 2015. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo) 
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Men’s golf hopes to 
improve in upcoming 
competitions.

SPRING FOOTBALL

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye baseball 
team (10-12, 2-1 Big Ten) 
seems to have things roll-
ing after a series win over 
Maryland to start the con-
ference season and a 12-3 
beatdown over Northern 
Illinois on Tuesday.

Iowa will head north to 
Minnesota this weekend to 
take on the Gophers (12-9, 
0-0) in their first Big Ten 
road series of the season. 
Both teams are trending 
in the right direction, with 
Minnesota recently taking 
two-of-three from a tough 
Missouri State team that 
swept the Hawkeyes earli-
er in the spring.

The Gophers drove in 23 
runs in three games versus 
Missouri State, and they 
have filled up the score-
board much of the year.

The Hawkeye pitching 
staff, coming off its best series 
of the season against Mary-
land, will have its hands full 
with the Gopher bats.

Minnesota team walk per-
centage: 8 percent

The Gophers put the ball 
in play. They do not walk 
much, hence the low per-
centage. To compare, the 
Hawkeyes walk rate is 13 
percent this season.

But Minnesota is not just a 
lineup of free swingers, either. 
As a team, the Gophers have 
only struck out 135 times (Io-
wa has struck out 157 times 
in one fewer game.)

The Hawkeye defense 
will be tested this weekend 
more than it was against 
Maryland, which has struck 
out 189 times in 2016.

Minnesota team batting 
average: .331

The Gophers make a 
lot of contact. They do not 
walk much; they do not 
strike out much. They do 
find a lot of holes, to the 
tune of a .331 team batting 
average.

Minnesota has 10 play-
ers in its lineup that are 
hitting above .300 in 24 
or more at-bats. They 
have seven players hitting 
above .320 with 24 or more 
at-bats. To compare, Iowa 
has three players hitting 
over .300.

On top of the batting av-
erage, Minnesota has 71 
extra-base hits in 2016, 
compared with the 53 the 
Hawkeyes have accumulated.

Minnesota team earned run 
average: 4.67

As stellar as the Gophers 
have been at the plate, 
they have struggled just as 
much on the mound. The 
team ERA is high, add in 
a team WHIP (walks plus 
hits per inning pitched) of 
1.41, and there is reason 
for concern.

The Gopher bats have 
made up for the flaws of the 

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

The Iowa basketball program an-
nounced late Wednesday afternoon 
that freshman Brandon Hutton 
will transfer to another school in 
the 2016-17 season.

Hutton, a forward from De La 
Salle in Chicago, was redshirted by 
Fran McCaffery in 2015-16 and re-
mained on the bench for length of 
the season.

“Brandon is a terrific individual 
who remained positive and worked 
on his game all season long,” Mc-
Caffery said. “He is a versatile play-
er who is ultra-competitive, and we 
wish nothing but the best for Bran-
don moving forward. My staff and 
I will do whatever we can to help 
Brandon during this transition.”

Listed as a 6-5 forward, Hutton said 
that while enjoyed his time with the 
Hawkeyes, he felt it 
was time to part ways.

“I would like to 
thank Coach Mc-
Caffery and staff 
for this past year,” 
Hutton said. “Even 
though I redshirted 
and did not play in 
games, my coach-
es and teammates 
helped me grow as a 
basketball player in practices. With 
that said, I feel like it is in my best 
interests to pursue an expanded 
role at another institution.”

Fellow freshman forward Ahmad 
Wagner was a key component for 
McCaffery off the bench, and he 
likely stood to take up a lot of what 
would otherwise have been Hut-
ton’s future minutes.

One other player who came on 
strong in 2015-16, Nicholas Baer, 
was not only another likely rea-
son for Hutton’s seeking a larg-
er role, he could stand to benefit 
from his departure.

Baer, a walk-on redshirt fresh-

Baseball heads for Gopher country 

SEE HUTTON, 7A

Frosh 
Hutton to 
transfer 

Iowa outfielder Robert Neustrom slides into second base at Banks Field on March 26. The Hawkeyes erased a 1-0 deficit in 
the bottom of the eighth, scoring 4 runs to beat the Terrapins, 4-1. (The Daily Iowan/ Alex Kroeze)

SEE BASEBALL, 7A

Hutton
freshman

By JORDAN HANSEN | jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Replacing Austin Blythe, a center who 
ended his career with 45-straight starts, is 
not going to be an easy task for the Iowa 
football team.

The prevailing thought last year was that 
sophomore James Daniels — senior run-
ning back LeShun Daniels Jr.’s brother — 
would take over the spot after seeing sig-
nificant playing time as a true freshman, 
something that rarely happens under head 
coach Kirk Ferentz.

However, the younger Daniels is recovering 
from an injury and is expected to miss spring 
practice. With the injury, junior Sean Welsh 
has taken over center — something he hasn’t 
done since high school.

“I met with Coach Brian [Ferentz] before 
spring break — we have one-on-one meet-
ings — and he told me to start snapping the 
ball,” Welsh said. “So here we are.”

While nothing is set in stone at this point, 
Welsh as the Day 1 starter wouldn’t be a ter-
rible bet. He is (relatively) small at 6-3, 288 
pounds, but center is a position where histor-
ically a player doesn’t have to be particularly 
large.

Once the 6-4, 295 pound Daniels comes 
back, things should get interesting. Boone 
Myers, who played tackle last season, is now 

in competition for a guard spot, as are Ryan 
Ward and Keagan Render, among others.

Daniels can probably play guard, center, 
or tackle, which gives Iowa a bit of flexibil-
ity. That being said, Cole Croston and Ike 
Boettger were good last year at tackle, like-
ly pushing Daniels for time.

Regardless, developing significant depth 
during spring football is important and was 
part of the reason the Hawkeyes were able to 
overcome a rash of injuries last season.

“We all trust each other, and that’s a big 
thing,” Welsh said. “You talk about camaraderie 
and chemistry and all that, but I think a big 
part of that is trust. We’re all on the same page 
— we usually know what we’re all thinking.”

Ott update
Iowa defensive line coach Reese Morgan 

shed a bit of light on Drew Ott’s medical 
hardship waiver, which has apparently been 
denied at least once.

“He has an appeal in again, and the pro-
cess just seems to be extremely frustrating 
because no one from the NCAA has talked 
to anybody in this building about it or him, 
which seems to be unusual,” Morgan said.

SEE FOOTBALL, 7A

By CONNOR SINDBERG
connor-sindberg@uiowa.edu

After a rocky start in the first 
three tournaments, the Hawkeye 
men’s golfers are confident that 
improvement will come in the final 
stretch of the season.

Results haven’t been spectacu-
lar so far. In the first three tour-
naments to open the season, the 
Hawkeyes had two eighth-place 
finishes and a 12th-place finish.

Even though the results haven’t 
been what the team 
has wanted, head 
coach Tyler Stith isn’t 
concerned about the 
team’s performance.

“I think up to this 
week the guys have 
improved every week,” 
he said. “Last week in 
Georgia, we were able 
to beat a few quality 
teams over individ-
ual rounds, but unfortunately we 
weren’t able to do it over 54 holes.”

One golfer who did perform well 
over 54 holes at the March 18-21 
Schenkel Invitational was Raymond 
Knoll, who finished 37th (minus-2), 
posting rounds of 70, 73, and 71.

Just like his coach, he believes 
the team is in a good place. He also 
trusts results will be better in the 
tournaments coming up.

“Coming off of our tournament in 
Georgia, I feel like we’re in pretty 
good standing right now,” he said. 
“I know our ranking doesn’t say so, 
but I feel like all of us are feeling 
pretty good about our games, and 

SEE GOLF, 7A

Men’s golf 
seeks con-
sistency

Stith
head coach 

REPLACING BLYTHE 
Kirk Ferentz and company are trying to find out who will replace Austin Blythe. 
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PAS DE DEUX, 
WITH LOSS
An autistic professor and an injured dancer will meet on Riverside Theater’s stage during the 

next two-plus weeks in Dancing Lessons.

By JUSTUS FLAIR  |  justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Red, gold, and hints of green on the muted floral rug 
interrupt the smooth, bleached hardwood floors. 
Blush-tone walls, broken by a single central win-

dow, welcome visitors to Senga’s home.
“This is starting to look like an apartment I’d want to 

live in,” joked director Angie Toomsen during a rehearsal 
for Riverside Theater’s Dancing Lessons, which will open 
Friday and run through April 17.

The illusion wasn’t complete quite yet, the window 
still a literal hole in the wall, showing off the theater’s 
scene shop and storage space behind the stage. Stage 
left, a bright black and orange wall runs perpendicular 
to the apartment, a remnant from another production 
yet to be hidden.

“It’s an apartment of someone who used to be lively and 
vivacious but is now injured and doesn’t want anything to 
do with the outside world,” said scene designer Courtney 
Schmitz. “We want to convey a sort of self-made isolation – 
almost a hermit-like atmosphere.”

That separation means a cityscape will never shine dim-
ly through that window. Instead, it will be covered com-
pletely, shutting out the world like a deadbolt on a door.

As the lights rise, they reveal Senga, lying flat on her 
futon, a chunky black brace swallowing her right leg from 
ankle to hip. 

“I think it’s really scary to be an artist,” said Heather 
Chrisler, the actor playing the professional dancer. “In Sen-
ga’s case, one day she was walking down the street, a cab 
jumps the curb, and her life is over. Senga’s injury is my 
worst nightmare; it’s pretty close to the breast.”

When she and the audience meet Ever Montgomery 
moments later, they have an advantage over Senga; they 
know, though she does not, that Ever is autistic — more 
specifically, he has Asperger’s syndrome.

Ever, a stranger who lives two floors above Senga, strides 
into her apartment, demanding, blunt, and forward in his 
speech, constantly bordering on offensive. In one tongue-
in-cheek line, he tells the dancer “theater’s like sports 

THEATER
Dancing Lessons

Where: Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 3 p.m Sunday 

Admission: $12-$30

SEE THEATER, 4B
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WEEKEND EVENTS

  TODAY 3.31   FRIDAY 4.1 SATURDAY 4.2 SUNDAY4.3

MUSIC MUSIC MUSIC
• JAZZ AFTER FIVE, 5 P.M., MILL

• WE THE KINGS, AJR, SHE IS WE, ELENA COATS, 

BROTHERS JAMES, 5:30 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 

IOWA

• THE PINES, 7 P.M., ENGLERT, 221 E. WASHINGTON

• CHISONGWRITER, 8 P.M., GABE’S

• NIC ARP BAND, THE FRITTERS, SAUL LUBAROFF, 

8:30 P.M., MILL

• TEEN, NAYTRONIX, ICEWATER, 10 P.M., GABE’S

• ZUUL, GOLDBLUMS, THE RUMOURS, SKIN OF 

THE EARTH, 10 P.M. YACHT CLUB

• IRISH MUSIC SESSION, 3 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S

• GROOVY KATZ HAIR SHOW, 5:30 P.M., BLUE 

MOOSE

• GATHE RAHO, 7 P.M., ENGLERT

• WEEDEATER, 8 P.M., GABE’S

• HAILEY WHITTERS, 9 P.M., MILL

• WINTERLAND, 10 P.M., YACHT CLUB

OPENING MOVIES

DRINK OF THE WEEK

A TELLING OF THE TRUE STORY OF GENESIS “GEN” POTINI, A CHESS CHAMPION FROM 

NEW ZEALAND, THE DARK HORSE PICKS UP AS POTINI IS RELEASED FROM A MENTAL 

INSTITUTION TO LIVE WITH HIS BROTHER.TO KEEP HIMSELF OCCUPIED, HE VOLUNTEERS 

AT A CENTER FOR DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN, TRAINING THEM FOR THE NATIONAL 

CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS. THE GAME CREATES TENSION AMONG THE FAMILY.

THE DARK HORSE
A TWIST ON THE AGE-OLD ZOMBIE-APOCALYPSE TALE, PANDEMIC IMAGINES 

A NOT-SO-DISTANT FUTURE IN WHICH THE MAJORITY OF HUMANS HAVE 

BEEN INFECTED BY A CONTAGIOUS VIRUS. NEW YORK HAS BEEN LOST, SO 

DR. LAUREN [RACHEL NICHOLS] AND HER TEAM HEAD TO LOS ANGELES TO 

SEARCH FOR A WAY TO CURE THE INFECTED AND RESCUE THE UNINFECTED.

PANDEMIC

SAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE
THOUGH IT’S TECHNICALLY SPRING, IT’S STILL CHILLY ENOUGH 

FOR THIS AUTUMN-ESQUE DRINK. FOUND ON THE MILL’S 

SEASONAL COCKTAIL MENU, THIS DRINK IS SWEET AND HAS 

ENOUGH OF A KICK TO START OFF YOUR EVENING.

EXPERIENCE: HENDRICK’S GIN, AGAVE SYRUP, AND SAN 

PELLEGRINO ARANCIATA ARE MIXED TOGETHER. THE COCKTAIL 

WAS LIGHT AND SWEET.  WITH AN ORANGEY COLOR, THE 

COCKTAIL MADE ME THINK OF A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET, THOUGH 

I’M SURE IT WAS SUPPOSED TO REPRESENT AN AUTUMN DAY.

ADVISE: MIX IN SAGE LEAVES AND ORANGE FOR FOR A FRESHER 

TASTE. IT REALLY LIGHTENS THE TASTE AND MAKES ME READY 

FOR SPRING. DRINK THIS COCKTAIL TO GET READY FOR A NIGHT 

ON THE TOWN.

 — by Rebecca Morin

• JAZZ PERFORMANCES, 6:30 P.M., MILL, 120 E. 

BURLINGTON

• SHELLAC, MONO, 9:30 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. 

WASHINGTON

• TWO PEACE, CRITICAL JIMMIES, DEATH TO ZERO, 

10 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN

FILM
• MOUNTAINS MAY DEPART, 4 & 7 P.M., FILMSCENE, 

118 E. COLLEGE

• MARY HELENA CLARK, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE

• DIRTY GRANDPA, 8 & 11 P.M., 348 IMU

• STAR WARS: EPISODE VII — THE FORCE AWAKENS, 

8 & 11 P.M., 166 IMU

• ZIGGY STARDUST AND THE SPIDERS FROM MARS, 8 

P.M., FILMSCENE

THEATER
• DANCING LESSONS, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER

THEATER
• DANCING LESSONS, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE 

THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT

FILM
• I SAW THE LIGHT, 1:30, 4, 6:30 & 9:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

• JACKSON POLLOCK’S MURAL: THE STORY OF A MODERN 

MASTERPIECE, 2 P.M., FILMSCENE

• GHOST WORLD, 4:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

• DIRTY GRANDPA, 5, 8, & 11 P.M., 348 IMU

• STAR WARS: EPISODE VII — THE FORCE AWAKENS, 5, 8, & 11 

P.M., 166 IMU

• ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE

• CLERKS + MALLRATS, 9 P.M., FILMSCENE 

MUSIC
• CHARLIE KING & MARTHA 

LEADER, 2 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S

• WEEKEND WARRIORS, 5 P.M., MILL

• MR. BILL & KF SAWKA LIVE, 6 P.M., 

BLUE MOOSE

LEGIONS OF RAUM, DEAD EYES 

ALWAYS DREAMING, 9 P.M., GABE’S

THEATER
• DANCING LESSONS, 3 P.M., 

RIVERSIDE THEATER

LECTURES
• RISING VOICES: REVITALIZING THE LAKOTA 

LANGUAGE, 6 P.M., W401 PAPPAJOHN

• “MULTIPLE JOURNEYS: THE LIFE OF GÓMEZ-PEÑA,” 

7:30 P.M., 240 ART BUILDING WEST

DANCE

• REED/STRUB DANCE THESIS CONCERT, 

RESTORATION: MOVING TO THE BEAT OF LIFE, 8 

P.M., SPACE/PLACE

TOM HIDDLESTON STARS AS HANK WILLIAMS, THE LEGENDARY COUNTRY 

MUSICIAN. IN WILLIAMS’S SHORT LIFE, HE TOUCHED MUSIC FOR 

GENERATIONS, WORKING WITH BANDS AND AS A SOLO ARTIST. UNABLE TO 

OVERCOME HIS ADDICTIONS TO DRUGS AND ALCOHOL, HIS HEART FAILED 

HIM AT AGE 29.

I SAW THE LIGHT FILM SCENE

FINDERS KEEPERS (BILL HODGES), BY STEPHEN KING

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE

The Turner House is 2011 Iowa Writers’ Workshop graduate Angela Flournoy’s first novel, but 
she’s been plenty busy. Since graduating and spending a year as an adjunct professor at Iowa, 
Flournoy has taught at Colombia and Southern New Hampshire University, been published by 
the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times, and had her novel critically acclaimed. And she’s 
not even 35.

The Turners’ house in Detroit has been through it all in the years its been home to more 
than a dozen children. When the mother, the leader of the family, can no longer live alone, her 
children have to decide what to do with the house. And they say you can’t go home again. 
Flournoy toes the line between sappy and painfully truthful, never falling into tired clichés.

Flournoy will give two readings on April 4, at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m.in the Dey House.

THE TURNER HOUSE, BY ANGELA FLOURNOY

It should surprise no one Stephen King’s latest novel is marketed as “suspenseful.” The so-called 
King of Horror continues the Bill Hodges Trilogy with Finders Keepers, released March 29. 

An updated twist on Misery, in a way, King’s imagined character, author John Rothstein, is slaugh-
tered by a disgruntled fan (Morris Bellamy), annoyed his favorite fictitious persona became a sell-out. 
Looting the house afterwards, he finds a new novel draft but isn’t able to capitalize on it before he’s 
hauled off to jail for a separate crime. Thirty-five years later, he has plans for that manuscript.

As is typical, King drives the novel with excellent pacing, compelling readers to fly through, flipping 
page after page to reach the climax, then slowing to absorb the seeping tension. He slots the novel 
together with a practiced hand, leading readers through the book by the hand without ever having 
to pull them along.

There’s a simple reason I loved Edgar Allan Poe in grade school before I’d learned to 
appreciate other poetry: He’s spectacular. Poe is known for his creepy, haunting writing, but 
he also spun heartbreakingly beautiful tales of love; “Annabel Lee” is, in my opinion, one of the 
greatest poems ever written.

Poe perfectly creates an environment with his work, eliciting precisely the right mood in 
readers. If he wants you scared, a shiver runs along your spine. If he wants you sad, tears well 
up in your eyes. It is impossible not to become entirely immersed in the world his delicate 
touch creates.

The beauty of a collection like this is how well it lends itself to a hectic schedule. Have 10 
minutes until a class starts? Ponder a poem or two. Have a few hours to spare over the week-
end? Dive into his short and not-so-short stories.

— by Justus Flair

LIT PICKS

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ZEBEDIA WAHLS

WORDS
• OPEN MIKE, 7 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S, 730 S. 

DUBUQUE

FILM
• DANNY WILCOX FRAZIER & THE PINES, 3 P.M., 

FILMSCENE

• I SAW THE LIGHT, 5:30 & 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

• ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

• DIRTY GRANDPA, 8 & 11 P.M., 348 IMU

• STAR WARS: EPISODE VII — THE FORCE AWAKENS, 

8 & 11 P.M., 166 IMU

FILM
• I SAW THE LIGHT, 1:30, 4, & 7 P.M., 

FILMSCENE

• JACKSON POLLOCK’S MURAL: THE STORY 

OF A MODERN MASTERPIECE, 2 P.M., 

FILMSCENE

DANCE
• REED/STRUB DANCE THESIS CONCERT, 

RESTORATION: MOVING TO THE BEAT OF LIFE, 

8 P.M., SPACE/PLACE

MISCELLANEOUS
• CASINO NIGHT, 10 P.M., IMU

DANCE

• I OUGHTA WRECK: ALLE6IANCE (IOWA6) 

BREAKDANCING TOURNAMENT, 4 P.M., IMU 

SECOND-FLOOR BALLROOM

• REED/STRUB DANCE THESIS CONCERT, 

RESTORATION: MOVING TO THE BEAT OF LIFE, 8 

P.M., SPACE/PLACE

MISCELLANEOUS
• WALK IT OUT, 8 P.M., IMU MAIN 

BALLROOM

• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL



By TESSA SOLOMON 
tessa-solomon@uiowa.edu 

In the corner, hands pluck 
an upright bass. The music 
is steady, the words of Nina 
Simone and Ray Charles 
washing over the audience. 
On stage, a body confined by 
disease and a couple confined 
by intolerance are released 
with the rhythm. These are 
moments of freedom, lasting 
longer than a beat.  

This is the vision of RES-
TORATION: Moving to the 
Beat of Life, a joint M.F.A. 
dance thesis concert featur-
ing the work of Tallis Strub 
and Alvon Reed. Restoration 
of the body or mind is central 
to their art, though their sub-
ject matter differs.

Strub’s show, “Rhythm 
Unbound,” conveys the re-
lationship of Parkinson’s 
and dance, and Reed’s piece, 
“Hattie May’s Juke Joint,” 
celebrates the African-Amer-
ican juke-joint culture. Sub-
jects separated by time and 
circumstances unite through 
this medium.  

“Dance is something peo-
ple can relate to, because in 
one capacity or another, we 
all move,” Reed said. “These 
are two common things that 

we do in our lives that are 
not abstract.”

The setting of Reed’s con-
cert is anything but abstract. 
At the height of the Civil 
Rights Movement, his pro-
tagonists, Betty and John, a 
young interracial couple, find 
solace in a juke joint. While 
racism rages outside, inside, 
the music is loud, dance is 
loose, and drink flows. 

For research, he trekked to 
southern Louisiana, touring 
famous establishments. 

“The atmosphere there 
had the quality of preserving 
the African culture, and the 
appearance was not com-
mercialized,” Reed said. 
“The concern was not what 
it looked like; the experi-
ence was about the social 
and communal engage-
ment inside.”

While classic R&B ballads 
guide the motion, the strug-
gles of his script transcend 
the time period.

“We live in a country that 
has made strides in race 
relations, but we are still 
dealing with it in contempo-
rary terms,” Reed said. “I’m 
hoping this relationship can 
initiate a dialogue.”

Its companion piece, 
“Rhythm Unbound,” pres-

ents its own dialogue: the 
restorative nature dance has 
for Parkinson’s patients. 

“In Parkinson’s, people 
become comfortable isolat-
ing themselves because they 
don’t have to worry about 
how their tremors look,” 
Strub said. “But dance works 
against that isolation and 
helps them access rhythmic 
parts of the brain.”

Enter Cedar Rapid’s PD 
Dance Moves, a dance class 
led by Strub. Each session af-
fords the members a rare au-
tonomy, teaching their dete-
riorating bodies new rhythm 
and control. This class be-
came crucial to “Rhythm 
Unbound,” her dancers even 
engaging in sessions. 

As her show’s research 
progressed, so did the impor-
tance of the PD Dance Moves 
members. With that realiza-
tion, Strub began to incorpo-
rate them into “Unbound,” 
including class member 
John Ryal, who will dance 
and sing the ballad “It Had 
to be You.”

“I’m symbolically some-
one’s father, someone’s 
brother, someone you 
know,” he said. 

A year into his diagnosis, 
the studio and stage are a 

source of strength.
“I think it’s easy to feel 

labeled when you have a dis-
ease that’s so visible like Par-
kinson’s,” Strub said. “For 
them to be here dancing 
on their own, and then to 
have an audience see that, 
is huge for their confidence 
and courage.”

Like Reed’s Betty and 
John, dance is tool to 
overcome disparities and 
retain humanity.

“I want the audience to be 
empathetic and sympathetic 
but not sad, because we’re 

not sad people,” Ryal said. 
“When we come together in 
our classes, there’s only joy 
and hope.”
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Freedom of movement

Ashley Kostelnik and Benton Happelon Monday rehearse “Rhythm Unbound,” which 
is part of the M.F.A. Thesis Dance at Space/Place. Graduate student Tallis Strub choreo-
graphed the dance as her thesis. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit)

Flashy pop-punk heads to town
By ALEX KRAMER
alexandria-kramer@uiowa.edu

All-too-relatable and ines-
capably catchy pop-punk lyr-
ics blast from speakers as peo-
ple show off band T-shirts and 
daydream of Warped Tour. 

Maybe the scene is a base-
ment party from the early 
2000s, or maybe it’s Blue 
Moose on Friday packed 
with nostalgically punk 
college kids there to see 
their longtime favorites, 
We the Kings, Hunter 
Thomsen, Travis Clark, 
Coley O’Toole, Danny Dun-
can, and Charles Trippy.

Lead guitarist Thomsen 
said that since the concep-
tion of the band in 2005, 
he has lived a dream 
turned reality. 

“My parents got me my 
first guitar when I was about 
5 or 6, and I just picked it 
up and never put it down,” 
he said. “Then I was in high 
school with [lead vocalist 
Clark]. He came back after 
seeing a concert one night, 
and was like, ‘Hey, bring that 
guitar over to my house — 
let’s be in a band, that’s the 
only way we can get girls.’ 
We started writing songs in 
our garage, putting them out 
whenever we could. We had 
a bunch of bad songs before 
we started putting out the 
good music. Then we got 
signed, and everything took 
off from there.”

The band is on its From 
Here to Mars tour along 
with openers Elena Coates 

and label-mates AJR and 
She Is We.

The show also features 
Thomsen and keyboardist 
O’Toole’s side project Broth-
er James. Thomsen said 
after being off the road for 
a few years, it feels great to 
get back out playing rock 
shows to the cities and fans 
they love. This time around, 
the band is rolling out pro-
duction as well, including a 
DeLorean-looking drum set 
and killer lighting schemes.

“It’s just been a minute 
since we’ve been on the road, 
back on our bus,” he said. “It’s 
fun getting out there, feeling 
the energy from the crowd, 
giving it right back. And 
having a couple beers at the 
end of the night to unwind. 
You can’t beat that, sitting 
around watching sports with 
your best friends after you’ve 
played a solid rock show.”

Enjoying a lot of radio 
time, the band features its 
single “The Story of Tonight” 
from the musical Hamilton 
on stage to eager crowds. 
Thomsen said it plays well 
every night, but his heart 
is with another favor-
ite from the new album, 
“Strange Love.”

“You always hope any 
song is going to do well, so 
it’s like choosing a kid, hard 
to choose a favorite, but 
‘Runaway' … it’s my favorite 
song,” he said. “I had a big 
hand in writing that song 
along with [O’Toole]. It goes 
off every night really well; 
we play it on this tour that 

we’re on, and it’s really just 
a sentimental, smash hit in 
my opinion.”

Iowa is not a new scene 
for the band — Thompsen 
slipped plenty of Slipknot 
references, a native Iowa 
band, into his interview — 
and playing a more intimate 
venue here is something to 
look forward to.

“You can really feel the 
energy,” he said. “When you 
do bigger tours, like the 
Warped Tour, it’s still pretty 
intimate, but when the peo-
ple are right there in your 
face, their sweat right on 
you from the front row, that’s 
some real rock ’n’ roll. Blue 
Moose should be good, look-
ing forward to that one. With 

Slipknot opening, hopefully.”

We the Kings will headline a show at Blue Moose on Friday.

MUSIC
We the Kings
When: 6:30 p.m. Friday
Where: Blue Moose, 211 Iowa 
Admission: $25

DANCE

Restoration: Moving to the 
Beat of Life
When: 8 p.m. Today-Saturday
Where: North Hall Space/Place 
Admission: Free with UI IDs, 
$12 general public
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Dance M.F.A. candidates Tallis Strub and Alvon Reed will present their theses in RESTORATION: Moving to the Beat of Life.



for people with no athletic 
ability.” She throws snappy 
one-liners at his questions 
and unwanted opinions. Her 
words are funny, albeit a bit 
too bitter and biting.

“I think Senga does ac-
tually belittle him in the 
beginning before she under-
stands him,” Toomsen said. 
“And part of that is merely 
the defensiveness of where 
she is; she’s struggling with 
a tragedy of her own and an 
uncertain future.”

Senga is angry and de-
pressed; her treatment 
of Ever is more about her 
than him.

“Senga needs to make 
the audience uncomfortable 
at the beginning,” said Sam 
Osheroff, Riverside’s artistic 
director, playing Ever in the 
production. “If she didn’t do 
that, she wouldn’t have a 
journey to make later.”

It’s an uphill trek over 
rocky terrain. Without the 
mockery of the beginning, 
her sincere pledge, “I wasn’t 
making fun of you,” in a later 
scene wouldn’t pack nearly 

the same powerful punch. 
Still, there’s much progress 
to make.

“She has learned over 
time to stay away from peo-
ple,” Chrisler said. “She’s 
been allowing her art and 
her ambition to feed her en-
tire life, emotionally. She’s 
never wanted to face some 
of the unflattering truths 
about herself.”

Ever forces her to do so 
with his jarring personal 
questions, asked with such 
open, honest curiosity she 
cannot deny him an answer.

“When you boil it down, 
this show is about two peo-
ple from very different walks 
of life learning to understand 
each other,” Chrisler said. 
“That’s what’s so gorgeous 
about the romantic aspect 
of the play is that they don’t 
even want each other in their 
lives, and they end up, in a 
very short amount of time, 
becoming deeply engrossed 
in each other.”

To start comprehending 
each other, the two do what 
nearly everyone would: use 
the internet. Ever finds a 
video of Senga dancing on 
YouTube; Senga listens to an 
autistic man explaining the 
way his brain functions.

Osheroff took the same 
first step in researching how 
to bring Ever to the stage. 
Then he dug deeper.

“I contacted a number 
of people here in Iowa in 
the autism community,” he 
said. “I spent a lot of time 
asking questions and ob-
serving. I have relied on a 
lot of outside guidance.

“At the beginning, it was 
just so crude and over the top 
as I was trying to find things. 
I still need to keep looking 
for the subtleties in it.”

    Small things like the curl 
of his fingers, the cadence 
of his voice, and his line of 
sight become critical com-
ponents of character. Ever 
doesn’t touch people, rare-
ly makes eye contact, and 
struggles with expressing 
emotions organically.

It creates a constant buzz 
of tension palpable in the 
theater, like a tightening 
throat, riding the edge of 
cracking but never giving in. 
Here is a woman, at the emo-
tional climax of her life — ca-
reer likely gone, relationship 
ended, life on the line – and 
her sounding board is a 
seemingly emotionless, at 
times robotic-sounding man 
hurling personal questions 

without pause. 
It appears he doesn’t care, 

doesn’t feel for her as he re-
cites statistics about her re-
covery chances, but he does. 
His emotions are expressed 
so differently than Senga’s 
own. They’re unseen, save 
rare moments when they 
emerge with calm lines 
like, “Usually when peo-
ple compliment me, they’re 
being sarcastic,” revealing 
a self-awareness easily ig-
nored in quieter moments.

Senga’s feelings, in con-
trast, are more obvious — 
eyes filling with tears, throat 
screeching out harsh words 
as hands jab in all directions. 
When Senga’s upset, she 
yells at others; when Ever’s 
upset, he yells at himself.

“Stories about mental 
health broaden our under-
standing of other people,” 
Toomsen said. “As Ever says, 
it’s not necessarily an illness, 
it’s just people whose minds 
work differently. In some 

ways, people on the spec-
trum see the world in ways 
‘neurotypicals’ never have 
the opportunity to.” 

Dancing Lessons isn’t 
an “issue play,” Osheroff 
said. It won’t offer solu-
tions to the questions 
surrounding autism. 

“The way a spectrum 
disorder like this express-
es itself in an individual is 
entirely unique,” Toomsen 

said. “We weren’t trying to 
represent autism as a whole; 
we were trying to show how 
one particular person’s mind 
works and how he makes his 
way in the world.”

By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

Watergate left Nixon sing-
ing the blues; it left Nic Arp, 
at age 9, writing his first song.  

“I think I was fascinated 
by the fact that the presi-
dent had done this naughty 
thing and gotten caught,” 
Arp said. “Lyrics have al-
ways sort of been about 
how I expressed myself and 
explored the world.” 

At 8:30 p.m. Friday, the 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington St., 
will welcome Arp and his two 
musical groups: The Fritters 
and the Nick Arp Band. Sax-

ophonist Saul Lubaroff will 
sit in.

Bass player Jennifer 
Horn-Frasier will join Arp on 
stage in The Fritters, an elec-
tric pop-folk duo.

While waiting for their 
children to finish music les-
sons, Arp and Horn-Frasier 
got to talking, realized they 
lived right around the cor-
ner from one another, and 
decided to jam.

“Being in The Fritters 
stretched both Nic and me,” 
said Horn-Frasier. “I had 
never played bass in such 
an exposed way, and Nic 
had never really sung har-

mony parts before.”
Arp, though, considers 

himself first and foremost a 
songwriter, a title better on 
display in his full band.

“Nic is a non-typical song-
writer,” said Dave Rosaz-
za, the Arp Band’s electric 
guitarist and vocalist. “Not 
coming from a music-theory 
background, he doesn’t have 
any preconceived notions of 
what a song should do.”

This atypical musical de-
velopment perhaps stems 
from Arp’s lateness learning 
an instrument.

“In college, I had a friend 
who played guitar, and I’d 

write songs with him,” Arp 
said. “Eventually, when we 
parted ways, I had to learn 
how to play guitar. Before 
that, when I was writing 
songs, I didn’t really un-
derstand music, I was just 
writing words.” 

Rosazza is engaged by 
Arp’s style of songwriting and 
because “he writes what he 
hears.” Arp’s more nontradi-
tional musical background can 
make his songs “fun for an ex-
perienced musician,” because 
it can be hard to know what 
direction the pieces will take.

“With a full band you re-
ally have the culmination of 

a dream,” Arp said. “When 
you’re at an open mike with 
only a guitar, and you’re 
just getting started, it’s fun 
to fantasize, ‘Wow, one day 
I’ll do this with a full band.’ 
And I’m lucky enough to 
have that now.” 

Because the Arp Band re-
cently needed a bass player, 
Horn-Frasier was brought 
in. The Mill gig will mark her 
début performance.

Even after years of writing 
and membership in numer-
ous bands, Arp is still grateful 
for the opportunity to play his 
music with a group.

“I’ve been working in mu-

sic for a long time, and I can 
say, even when you’ve been 
at it for years, you don’t nec-
essarily get a lot of attention,” 
Arp said. “But it’s still import-
ant to recognize that spirit of 
creativity for people in any 
art. I encourage people to pay 
attention to those around 
them who are making art.”

THEATER
CONTINUED FROM 1B

MUSIC
Nic Arp Band & The Fritters
When: 8:30 p.m. Friday
Where: Mill, 120 E. Burlington
Admission: $8
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Heather Chrisler sits on the floor while Sam Osheroff cries during rehearsal for Dance 
Lessons at Riverside Theater on Tuesday.  (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)

Music from a different angle

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A VIDEO AND PHOTO 
SLIDESHOW

Nic Arp leads two bands, Nic Arp Band and Fritters, to the Mill’s stage on Friday.
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Prairie home compilation
By ADAM BUHCK
adam-buhck@uiowa.edu

Nostalgia can leave one 
wanting to replicate an expe-
rience. The pity is things are 
never quite the same as in 
the memory.    

Folk/alternative group 
The Pines explores this 
with its latest album, Above 
The Prairie. The Minneap-
olis-based trio will bring its 
show to the Englert Theater, 
221 E. Washington St., at 7 
p.m. this Friday.  

The Pines — David Huck-
felt, Benson Ramsey, and 
Alex Ramsey — has been 
playing music for almost 
a decade. Memories of life 
in small-town Iowa are ev-
er-present for the group, 
seeping into its music, 
though the band first took 

shape in a Mexican barrio 
in Tuscon, Arizona, where 
Huckfelt and Benson Ram-
sey lived at the time.

“I grew up in Spencer, Io-
wa, in Clay County, not far 
from the Missouri River, 
the Loess Hills, and Spirit 
Lake,” Huckfelt said. “What 
remains for me is the sense 
of wonder, long hours, and 
slow days running all over 
town and on friends’ farms, 
patience, and watching the 
seasons change. Those feel-
ings drift into the music.”

Upon relocating to Min-
neapolis, Ramsey’s brother 
Alex joined the lineup. 

“It’s a matter of extremes 
and being open to the vast-
ness of things,” Huckfelt 
said. “The Twin Cities had 
another slant on the folk and 
blues music of the Midwest 

that we loved, but added to 
the mix were progressive 
experimental scenes, jazz, 
hip-hop, rock; it’s a real 
genre-bending town.”

After generating a buzz 
around the Twin Cities, the 
band broke onto the scene 
in 2007, signing with Red 
House Records. 

Over the years, The Pines 
built up a fan base with four 
albums, write-ups in Rolling 
Stone, and a performance at 
the 2008 South By South-
west. The group has also 
shared the stage with such 
huge acts as Bon Iver and 
Arcade Fire. 

With refined guitars, atmo-
spheric melodies, and ethe-
real and romanticized vocals 
delivered by Benson Ramsey., 
the group’s sound is gothic 
and mysterious, evoking the 

image of a quiet night be-
neath an endless starscape. 

Such a scene is featured 
on the cover of the latest 
album, Above The Prairie, 
released on Feb. 6. For the 
band, Above The Prairie 
marks a return home and an 
attempt to capture the past 
but even more so represents 
the impossibility of doing so. 
This leads to another recur-
ring theme on the album, the 
idea of finding somewhere to 
make home.

“Your take your home, and 
you make your home wher-
ever you can find it and with 
the people you love,” Huckfelt 
said. “Nothing ‘out there’ is 
really gonna help you slow 
down and just be, so you carry 
your home around with you 
like a little shelter and try to 
find some peace in the chaos.”

contributed

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

TO HEAR MUSIC FROM THE 
PINES’S LATEST ALBUM

MUSIC
The Pines, opener Bo Ramsey
When: 7 p.m. Friday
Where: Englert, 221 East Washington 
Admission: $20- $22

Musical group The Pines brings the nostalgic small-town feel of their latest album to the Englert.
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