
By CINDY GARCIA  |  cindy-garcia@uiowa.edu

Tense exchanges resounded during Uni-
versity of Iowa President Bruce Harreld’s 
first town hall.

While some in attendance expressed 
doubt about the meeting’s structure, one 
hour was allotted to questions from the 
crowd. Harreld also made a commitment 
to hold at least three town halls a year, ev-
ery fall, winter, and spring.

Harreld’s first such meeting was not 
without its disruptions and terse exchang-
es. Protesters lined the back of the room, 
and many directly called for Harreld’s res-
ignation during the Q&A session. 

The loudest protester, activist Melyssa 
Jo Kelly, interrupted several presenta-
tions and called for Harreld’s resignation. 
She said she was not there representing 
anyone but herself.

“If you really want someone to resign, 
you cannot be polite,” she said.

Protester Venson Curington said he 
was launching “Operation Fire Har-
reld” with the Iowa Black Liberation 
Action Collective. 

“How can we expect anything fruitful to 
come from such a rotten tree? Harreld is a 
mere branch on this rotten tree,” he said, 
indicating a belief the “trail of corruption” 
led to the governor.

Several protesters complained about 
the state Board of Regents’ search process 
that appointed Harreld last year.

“[The regents] process I’m also watch-
ing here for the first time, I’ve only been 
here for 120 days, I must say …” Harreld 
said. “Well, let’s put it this way; when we 
designed this forum, we didn’t choose that 
method to get feedback and have dialogue 
and discussion, so, yes, I’ll make a point to 
express my concerns about that.” 

In his presentation, Harreld empha-
sized the UI’s slipping rankings in the 
Association of American Universities and 
U.S. News & World Report — a touted part 
of his presidency.

He also addressed dwindling state ap-
propriations, which he indicated would 
theoretically hit zero in 2029 based on 
their trending from 2000-2016. Harreld 

By BRENT GRIFFITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

U.S. Senate Democrats tossed 
barbs at Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Io-
wa, and his fellow Republicans on 
Tuesday for their unprecedented 
decision to refuse to hold hearings 
for a Supreme Court 
nominee. 

“He will go down in 
history as the most ob-
structionist Judiciary 
chairman in the histo-
ry of our country,” Sen. 
Minority Leader Harry 
Reid said during a press 
conference. “Now, that 
says a lot because we 
knew about the Judi-
ciary Committee chairmen during the 
Civil Rights Era.”

Reid, a Nevada Democrat who 
will retire after this session, joined 
a number of his party members in 
criticizing the decision. 

The words of Reid, a former boxer, 
refer to Southern segregationists such 
as Sen. James Eastland, a Mississippi 
Democrat who not only opposed bills 
such as the Civil Rights Act but for 
years used his control of the committee 
to undermine any chance of its passing. 
Such a statement underlines the per-
sonal swipes that have characterized 
the discussion over the vacancy left on 
the highest court in the nation.

In response, a spokeswoman for 
Grassley said Reid was “the most ob-
structionist majority leader in history.” 
A five-term incumbent, Reid served in 
the position from 2007 to 2015.

Grassley is the head of the influen-
tial Judiciary Committee, which would 
have been the venue for any confirma-
tion hearings. But a letter penned by 
the Iowa senator and his Republican 
colleagues made it clear such a process 
is out of the question, drawing Reid’s ire.

“Because our decision is based on 
constitutional principle and born of 
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A woman holds a sign to protest UI President Bruce Harreld during a town hall on Tuesday. She and others gathered at the meeting in 
the Pomerantz Center to urge the president to resign. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit)
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By TOM ACKERMAN  |  thomas-ackerman@uiowa.edu

Before you commit a crime, make sure to 
smile for the camera.

A bill passed in an Iowa Senate 
committee would require law-enforcement 
agencies to keep on record footage from body 
cameras worn by officers for six months, 
though Iowa City police already exceeds 
that standard. 

The bill, originally proposed as S-3308, 
comes at a time when states nationwide are 
addressing policy use concerning police body 
cameras, how they should be used, and what 
their legal implications ought to be.

Iowa City police Sgt. Scott Gaarde said the 
push for body cameras and the storage of its 
video are not unfamiliar areas for the force; 
vehicle dashboard cameras have been used in 
Iowa City for 15 years.

“It’s just a natural progression of things,” 
he said. “We had started our research in the 
body cameras and the implementation prob-

SCOTUSIC ahead on body cams

Iowa City police Officer David Schwindt wears a body camera on Tuesday. The Iowa City department retains its video footage for six months. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)

NONE OF US WANT THE 
GOVERNMENT TO BE MASSING HUGE 
AMOUNTS OF INFORMATION ON THE 

PUBLIC UNLESS IT HAS BEEN FLAGGED 
AS AN INCIDENT NEEDING 

INVESTIGATION.
— VERNONICA FOWLER, ACLU COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
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Trevor Polk (left) and Samantha Nissan eat a cheese plate at Waterstreet Coffee Bar during their Halflove Listening Party on Tuesday. Halfloves is an 
Iowa-based band that will release its new album on March 4. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale) 

Miscanthus project marches on
By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

In a state known for 
its agriculture, the 
University of Iowa is 
growing and harvest-
ing its own renew-
able-energy source.

This week, two UI-
owned fields of giant 
miscanthus are being 
harvested to supply the 
UI with another year 
of partially renewable 
fuel. Miscanthus is a 
12-foot tall bamboo-like 
grass blended with coal 
to help power the UI as 
part of the University’s 
Biomass Fuel Project. 

The miscanthus proj-
ect is one of the UI’s 
methods to achieve 
its 2020 sustainabili-
ty goals, which include 
consuming 40 percent 
renewable energy. Cur-
rently, the grass sup-
plies approximately 5 
percent of the energy 
produced in the Power 
Plant, but this is just 
the beginning.

“The Biomass Fuel 
Project is one of the ways 
we are reducing the use 
of fossil fuels by substi-
tuting locally available 
renewable materials in 
the main Power Plant,” 

said George McCrory, 
UI Sustainability com-
munications specialist. 
“Giant miscanthus is be-
ing harvested and used 
to help supply power, 
steam, and chilled water 
to the main campus.”

UI Facilities Manage-
ment environmental 
compliance specialist 
Ingrid Anderson said 
this year’s harvest is rel-
atively small compared 
with what the office will 
do in years to come. The 
future goal is to have ap-
proximately 2,500 acres 
of miscanthus to har-
vest. The UI currently 
only grows around 300 
acres, most of which is 
too immature to harvest, 
she said. 

“After the first year, 
you only get about a 
third of the product you’d 
get from a fully matured 
plant,” Anderson said. 
“We decided to not har-
vest those fields to give 
them an opportunity to 
stand in the field longer.”

The project began 
in 2013 and began on 
a commercial level in 
2015, so each field is no 
more than a few years 
old. Each year, the field 
produces a larger crop.

Anderson said grow-

ing miscanthus costs 
about the same as burn-
ing just fuel.

“There are a number 
of reasons for us to do 
it; this is essentially an 
opportunity to locally 
produce fuel purchased 
from local farmers and 
to displace some fossil 
fuels with renewable fu-
el,” Anderson said.

The two fields that 
are being harvested are 
in Muscatine County 
and near Iowa City. Lo-
cal farmer Dan Black 
tends the Iowa City mis-
canthus field, which was 
planted two years ago.

“This is a perennial 
crop; it only plants once, 

and it will come back 
every year,” Black said. 
“That’s part of the sus-
tainability of the whole 
project, only one plant-
ing expense.”

Miscanthus also con-
tributes to sustain-
ability of the operation 
through a process called 
senescence, which is the 
reason the plant’s har-
vested so late. 

“The nutrients dry out 
of the plant and go back 
into the roots in a pro-
cess called senescence,” 
Black said. “Then the 
nutrients are available 
for the next year’s crop, 
and that’s a intricate 
part of the plant.”

Miscanthus is harvested on Tuesday. Miscanthus is blended with coal as part of the UI 
Biomass Fuel Project. (The Daily Iowan/Tawny Schmit)

The UI is turning toward more sustainable energy by growing fuel locally.

Projects aid abuse victims
By MACEY SPENSLEY
macey.spensley@uiowa.edu

For survivors of domes-
tic abuse, any small com-
fort is greatly appreciated.

Judy’s Jammies, a 
project conducted by the 
Coralville-North Corri-
dor Rotary Club, provides 
a small comfort in the 
form of brand-new paja-
mas said Judy Meyer, a 
leader of the Judy’s Jam-
mies project. 

“In domes-
tic-abuse cas-
es, the mother 
usually has 
sacks of lug-
gage prepared 
with clothes 
and pajamas 
and special things for the 
child already put together 
in case abuse happens,” 
Meyer said. “The mother 
often doesn’t prepare any-
thing for herself.”

The new pajamas are 
donated to the Domestic 
Violence Intervention 
Program’s shelter.

“This way, the mothers 
have something warm 
and cuddly as well,” 
Meyer said.

Missie Forbes, de-
velopment director for 
DVIP, said the shelter 
is full 99.9 percent of 
the time.

“A lot of times, that peo-
ple enter our shelter show 

up with very little,” she 
said. “The pajamas are an 
added touch of comfort in 
a crisis situation.”

According to the Na-
tional Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, 1 in 3 
women and 1 in 4 men in 
the United States have 
experienced some form 
of physical violence by 
intimate partners.

Liz Willmore, the ad-
ministrative services co-

ordinator at the Office of 
the Sexual Misconduct 
Response Coordinator, 
said the office reported 
18 accounts of domestic 
violence on the Univer-
sity of Iowa campus be-
tween Aug. 15, 2014 and 
Nov. 10, 2014. 

There were 24 reports 
of domestic violence be-
tween Aug. 15 2015 and 
Nov. 10 2015.

“These happen on 
campus and are be-
tween romantic part-
ners,” she said. “DVIP 
is a resource for these 
people in this area.”

Willmore said the Of-
fice of Sexual Miscon-

duct’s reports do not 
include parent to child 
abuse, which is crimi-
nally defined as domes-
tic violence. DVIP takes 
in many children along 
with women.

Meyer said Judy’s 
Jammies started about 
six years ago. 

“Someone came in and 
spoke about the needs 
of the shelter,” she said. 
“We had already been 

contributing money to 
them.”

Women at the DVIP 
shelter often need 
clothes for themselves, 
Meyer said. The Rota-
ry Club decided to ac-
commodate this need 
with pajamas.

“My first contact 
was with a department 
store,” she said. “With 
the help of a department 
store clerk, we put to-
gether pajama sets.”

One of her first times 
at the department store 
Meyer said a store worker 
personally thanked her as 
she helped carry the paja-
mas to Meyers’ car.

“When we got the 
car, she said to me, ‘You 
know, I really wanted to 
help with this project 
because I’ve had to use 
the domestic-violence 
shelter,’ ” Meyer said. 
“She was crying and told 
me there was a need for 
this and told me about 
her experiences. She 
touched my heart.”

Meyer said the Rotary 
Club takes all kinds of 

donations, and 
usually gives 
between 150 to 
200 sets of pa-
jamas to wom-
en each year.

Forbes said 
most people 
fleeing a crisis 

situation such as do-
mestic abuse wouldn’t 
pack their bags like they 
would for a vacation. 

“You don’t think about 
comfort as much as get-
ting to safety,” she said. 
“The women receiving 
the pajamas are touched 
a stranger was thinking 
about them.”

Meyer said the pro-
gram is close to her heart.

“I hope it’s some-
thing that will help 
someone during a cri-
sis and make them feel 
better. How terrible to 
make a decision like 
this and not have any-
thing for myself?”

‘She was crying and told me there was a need for this and told me about 
her experiences. She touched my heart.’

— Judy Meyer, leader of the Judy’s Jammies Project
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a necessity to protect the 
will of the American peo-
ple, this committee will 
not hold hearings on any 
Supreme Court nominee 
until after our next pres-
ident is sworn in on Jan. 
20, 2017,” the Republicans 
wrote to Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell.

According to a CNN re-
port, the Senate historian 
said no Supreme Court 
nominee has ever been de-
nied a hearing. 

President Obama has not 
named a nominee to replace 
Justice Antonin Scalia, who 

died at a West Texas resort 
on Feb. 13. The late justice 
had many health problems, 
including obesity, diabetes, 
and coronary artery dis-
ease, according to the 
Associated Press.

The tussle to replace Sca-
lia began just hours after 
his death. McConnell firm-
ly declared that a vacancy 
should remain on the court 
until after the election al-
lowing the American people 
a chance to weigh in. Grass-
ley followed suit, although 
the two senior GOP sena-
tors did not meet until the 
following week. 

Despite the pronounce-
ment, Grassley, a six-term 
senator, muddled his posi-
tion back home in Iowa last 

week by seemingly allowing 
for hearings to be held. Then 
he stated that his weekend 
statement held more weight 
before allowing for the slim 
possibility again. 

His very public delibera-
tions led to editorials chas-
tising him from around the 
country, including in the 
New York Times. With 
the release of the letter, 
though, the farmer’s po-
sition is once again in 
firm opposition. 

Beyond ire in Washing-
ton, the move drew scorn 
from Iowa Democrats — 
who are left without a sen-
ator after the party failed 
to replace former Sen. Tom 
Harkin in 2014.

“Grassley and his Repub-

lican colleagues have decid-
ed to close their eyes and 
cover their ears instead of 
doing their jobs,” Ben Foeck, 
the executive director of the 
Iowa Democratic Party, said 
in a statement. “Iowans de-

serve far better than this 
childish obstructionism 
from Sen. Grassley.”

Three Democrats are 
vying to compete against 
Grassley, who is up for 
re-election this year. 

Along with their personal 
condemnations of the GOP, 
there are reports that some 
Democrats are considering 
bringing the Senate to a 
standstill in retaliation un-
til hearings are held.

ably well before there 
became such a national 
push for them.”

Body cameras were is-
sued to every Iowa City 
officer in July 2015. Most 
cities in the nation that 
can afford it have done 
so as well, and major cit-
ies such as New York and 
Chicago are beginning 
to see widespread use of 
the cameras.

Late last year in Bur-
lington, a woman was 
fatally shot by a Burl-
ington police officer. The 
family filed a complaint 
with the Iowa Public In-
formation Board on Jan. 
6, 2015, after the depart-
ment refused to release 
investigation materials, 
including the full video 
footage from the officer’s 
body cam. 

Vernonica Fowler, com-
munications director for 
the American Civil Lib-
erty Union in Iowa, said 

subjects in a video should 
have the right to see or 
even release such docu-
ments to the public.

“There’s a lot of good 
that can come out of law 
enforcement using body 
cameras. We’ve seen it 
around the country mak-
ing police more account-
able,” she said. “Our con-
cerns are that in order for 
body cameras to be effec-
tive, there have to good 
policies in place to guide 
their use.” 

Gaarde said the Iowa 
City police hold video and 
audio recordings for six 
months on a police server 
and then burns the infor-
mation to DVD, where it 
may remain for years. 

Fowler said the ACLU 
is concerned with police 
saving footage that has 
no relevance and thinks 
videos of importance 
should be flagged and 
saved, such as those in-
volving arrests or deaths.

“None of us want the 
government to be mass-
ing huge amounts of in-
formation on the public 

unless it has been flagged 
as an incident needing 
investigation,” she said.

In terms of policy, law-
makers must decide on how 
to regulate these record-
ings, as the right to privacy 
becomes questioned from a 
legal perspective.

The study bill has 
passed in the State Gov-
ernment Committee and 
will soon be debated on 
the Senate floor, said 
Sen. Robert Dvorsky, 
D-Coralville, who chairs 
the committee.

“I think there should 
be support to it,” he said. 

He said a segment of 
the bill was cut because 
of a controversy that in-
volved digging into police 
investigations and many 
of the open-record laws 
in question. 

Gaarde said open-re-
cord laws become compli-
cated because the more 
evidence available in 
a courtroom, the fewer 
rights individuals may 
have to their privacy. No 
one may see any footage 
without a subpoena, but 

it reveals a vulnerable 
time for someone who has 
been convicted, he said. 

“It’s very private in-
formation that most peo-
ple would not want out 
there,” he said.

Officers widely recog-

nize the advantages of 
video recordings in crim-
inal encounters because 
it adds a “neutral third 
party” to confirm or de-
bunk an officer’s claims 
in a courtroom setting, 
Gaarde said. 

“There are countless 
incidents of officers es-
sentially being vindi-
cated from accusations,” 
he said. “It strengthens 
the case the officers 
have during the crimi-
nal-justice process.”

said there may be a need to 
reconfigure resource allo-
cation to reach “excellence” 
but said he would be open 
to other ideas.

Harreld denied “spread-
ing the peanut butter” 
would mean cuts for pro-
grams when questioned 

by UI economics Professor 
John Solow.  

“I wasn’t talking about 
cutting; I was talking 
about prioritizing. There is 
a difference,” Harreld said. 
“In economics, is the notion 
that you actually could, 
without cutting, take re-
sources and put more of 
them over other areas than 
all the areas at the same 
times. Some areas get 
more, and some get less. 

That’s not a cut.”
Among Harreld’s high 

priority needs were fac-
ulty compensation and 
salary, the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, UI Hospitals 
and Clinics, and student 
mental health.

Harreld was joined on 
Tuesday night by Provost 
P. Barry Butler and inter-
im Senior Vice President 
for Finance Rod Lehnertz. 
The guest speaker was 

Vice President for Student 
Life Tom Rocklin.

Lehnertz and Butler 
shared plans for the 2016-
21 UI Strategic Plan, 
which is ongoing. 

Rocklin addressed hous-
ing, both for undergradu-
ates and graduates. While 
the UI will undergo strain 
to accommodate the ap-
proximately 5,700 incom-
ing first-year students next 
year, operations should re-

turn to normal in 2017.
However, graduate-stu-

dent housing remains a 
“vexing” issue, Rocklin 
said. He said Hawkeye 
Drive might be reaching 
the end of its life, while As-
pire at West has come un-
der fire after accusations of 
high rents.

“Because I don’t have an 
answer on campus, then 
let’s face the reality about 
where we live,” he said. 

“We have very low vacancy 
rates in the Iowa City and 
Coralville area, which leads 
to very high rents. That’s 
something that’s hard for 
the university to influence.”

Rocklin said he has as-
sembled a team of four 
graduate students and two 
faculty members to explore 
options for graduate-stu-
dent housing. The team 
would eventually make 
policy recommendations.

HARRELD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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The Iowa City police storage and charging station for body cameras is seen on Tuesday. A bill has been in the Iowa Senate that will 
require law-enforcement agencies to retain video footage for six months. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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This past weekend saw temperatures in the mid 
to upper 50s, putting a pleasantly sunny twist 
in what has generally been a long history of no-

toriously bitter Midwestern winters. As good as it felt 
ditching the extra pair of socks and mittens, it was still 
a bit unnerving. 2015 has been the warmest year in 
recorded history, and it seems 2016 may top that.

In the CBS Democratic debate in November 2015, 
presidential hopeful Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders 
said climate change is the greatest threat to national 
security, going further to proclaim that it’s “directly 
related to the growth of terrorism.” 

At a town hall in Coralville, former Secretary of 
State and Democratic presidential contender Hillary 
Clinton stated on the topic of the Syrian refugee crisis, 
“We have to ask ourselves: Why is this happening? Be-
cause of terrible governance, because of corruption, be-
cause of conflict, because of climate change; there are so 
many reasons people are being, in their minds, forced 
to leave and try to get to safety.”

Climate change has a hand in virtually every global 
and domestic issue, to varying degrees. From foreign 
policy, immigration, and American economic stability, 
it’s an issue worth astute and constant consideration. 

And it’s an issue that will hit close to home. Cli-
mate-change projections are dismal for the Iowa ag-
riculture industry. A study conducted by the Risky 
Business Project published statistics stating “the state 
could face likely declines in its signature corn crop of 18 
percent to 77 percent — a huge hit for a corn industry 
worth nearly $10 billion.”

According to the Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources, precipitation in our region has increased by 8 
percent since the turn of the century (a consequence of 
climate change), which plays a significant role in hy-

drological disasters such as the 2008 Iowa flooding.
The United States is second only to China in green-

house-gas emissions, and as a world polluter, the sta-
tistics are staggering. In 2013 alone, the United States 
was responsible for dumping an estimated 6,700 mega-
tons (or a million tons) of planet-warming gases into 
the atmosphere, according to the EPA.

Environmentally inclined infrastructure and fos-
sil-fuel alternatives are necessary investments in an 
age confronted with a century of ignorant or calloused 
environmental behavior. But those who are skeptical 
or stubborn ask a very good question: Where will we 
find the money to do this?

According to Time, the true cost of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars is calculated to fall between $4 trillion 
and $6 trillion. In December of 2014, Bill Urban, a Pen-
tagon spokesman, put the price tag of the U.S.-led air 
strikes in Syria and Iraq against ISIS to be at $1.02 
billion, or $8.1 million a day. And according to the State 
Department, the United States spent approximately 
$35 billion on foreign aid during fiscal 2014. 

The money spent waging wars to combat ideologies 
that have grown out of dire or strained economic sit-
uations, arguably catalyzed by global warming, could 
be used to rebuild American infrastructure in environ-
mentally conscious ways. 

The $35 billion used in foreign aid could be used to 
subsidize alternative-fuel technologies, which when 
looked at in a bigger picture, would help everyone on 
the planet through cutting American emissions.

The United States has always prided itself on be-
ing a model nation, either for our democracy, military, 
or economy. Now is the time to add another merit to 
the list and ascend to a model nation for environmen-
tally conscious behavior.
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Finding funding for 
climate-change policies 

COLUMN

As much as I love high-
lighting the continuously 
evolving absurdity that 
is the Donald Trump 
phenomenon, I must take 
a moment to acknowl-
edge a point where he 
has diverged drastically 
from the traditional Re-
publican stance. On Sun-
dayduring an episode 
of NBC’s “Meet the 
Press,” Trump came out 
in support of Planned 
Parenthood’s work, 
with the exception of 
its abortion practices.

In the midst of his usu-
al nonsensical and xeno-
phobic rhetoric, Trump 
offered up a moment that 
appeared thoughtful and 
moderate by telling the 
show’s host Chuck Todd 
that he has “many friends 
who are women who un-
derstand Planned Par-
enthood better than you 
or I will ever understand 
it.” Trump even went 
on to commend some of 
the services offered by 
Planned Parenthood.  

I say it appeared 
thoughtful and moder-
ate because, while I am 
appreciative for this mo-
mentary reprieve from 
Trump’s lunacy, it is 
not enough to persuade 
me from my belief that 
Trump is a demagogue. 
Trump happened to say 
something sensible, but 
from a probability stand-
point, it had to happen 
eventually, given how 
many times he opens his 
mouth and words come 
out. What’s troubling for 
me is the oscillation that 
can be observed between 
Trump’s inciting, far-
right tendencies and mo-
ments of pseudo-moder-
ate ideology sprinkled in 
between. I like my dem-
agogues the same way I 
like my racists: upfront 
and hard to miss, because 

at least that way I know 
what I’m dealing with. 

The only thing more 
dangerous than a dema-
gogue is a manipulative, 
opportunistic demagogue 
who can momentarily 
bend his ideologies to the 
beliefs of the electorate. 
My opinion of Trump’s 
presidential campaign 
has begun to shift from 
wry amusement to tan-
gible fear because it’s be-
coming clear that Trump 
actually has a strategy 
to become a legitimate 
threat. I believed that 
while the radical fringes 
of the Republican con-
stituency would remain 
steadfast in their sup-
port for Trump, a num-
ber of sensible Americans 
would be able recognize 
this moment in American 
political history as one 
that we will be laughing 
at in 50 years or so. 

I assumed that the num-
ber of people who love 
Trump for his outlandish-
ness would be counterbal-
anced by the number of peo-
ple who hate him for it. The 
fallacy in my logic was be-
lieving that Trump would 
stick to his aspiring-dicta-
tor script and not attempt 
to camouflage himself in a 
shroud of seemingly mod-
erate positions. 

Trump does not need 
to promote himself as 
less radical as much as 
he needs to promote him-
self as relatively sane. If 
Trump is loved by half 
of the population for his 
outrageous positions and 
hesitantly tolerated by 
even a small margin of 
those in the other half 
who do not outright sup-
port him, Trump would 
win. Of course, this is a 
broad generalization of 
the precarious political 
climate, but the fear of an 
extremist wolf hiding in a 
moderate sheep’s clothes 
is very real to me. I genu-
inely hope that the Amer-
ican people will not come 
together and walk Trump 
through the front door of 
the White House, but it 
has become clear that he 
still has a chance to go 
around through the back.

Marcus Brown
marcus-brown@uiowa.edu
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Trump, extremist in a 
moderate’s clothing

A proposal to curb gun violence 

I have never had that 
big a problem with guns. 
That is because I was 
never a victim of gun vio-
lence or a mass shooting.

I had not even 
touched a gun in my 
life until this winter. 
During that experi-
ence, thanks to a great 
friend, I shot at targets 
and learned how to use 
the gamut of weapons 
available. Through this 
experience, I learned 
about the recreational 
aspect that I have never 
known about the weap-
ons. The constant resur-
gence of mass shootings 
complicates the idea 
and reality of the own-
ership of firearms. 

On Feb. 20, Uber 
driver Jason Brian Dal-
ton allegedly shot and 

killed six people while 
injuring two more in 
Kalamazoo. No motive 
for his actions has been 
found yet, but friends of 
the family said he was 
quiet, nice, and liked 
guns. It is troubling 
that one of his descrip-
tions after having heard 
of a mass shooting was 
his affinity for weapons.

It has been said that 
there should be more re-
strictions put upon guns. 
I am here to say some-
thing similar, but I would 
also like to advance the 
point. There should be 
very stringent specifi-
cations regarding those 
who can legally carry a 
weapon. These specifi-
cations are already in 
existence, somewhat. I 
believe that in the pro-
cess of registering for 
firearm licenses, the Na-
tional Instant Criminal 
Background Check Sys-
tem database should 
include those who have 
been diagnosed as men-
tally ill and unfit for 
possessing firearms.

The issue with this 

proposal is that there 
are many people who 
suffer in silence. That 
is why with every ap-
plication for a firearm, 
there should be a pro-
fessional psychologi-
cal evaluation by two 
board-certified pre-em-
inent psychologists in 
their city or state. Also, 
when someone is pur-
chasing any firearm 
accessories, the back-
ground-check system 
should be contacted, if 
it has not been already.   

The sanctions that I 
would like to see placed 
on the licenses to acquire 
firearms appear im-
mense, but those who are 
already in compliance 
with the law would not 
have any trouble submit-
ting to these tests. This 
is beneficial for every 
party involved, because 
the gun owners who are 
doing right would not be 
stigmatized as much and 
the public could have 
peace of mind. 

I (as well as many 
of my contemporaries) 
would like to stop hear-

ing about mass shoot-
ings. The Gun Violence 
Archive released sta-
tistics compiled from 
2015’s shootings; in that 
year, some 13,286 people 
were killed in the United 
States by firearms. This 
number is equivalent to 
an entire mid-size city 
in Iowa, Indianola to be 
specific. This number is 
entirely too high, and 
the laws on firearms 
need to change.

I should not have to 
look at the news and 
find out that there is 
another mass shoot-
ing in a town or state 
close to me. No one’s 
life should be cut short 
because of someone 
who is not mentally 
fit to possess firearms. 
No family should have 
to experience what so 
many families have al-
ready had to go through 
by losing someone in 
this manner. I feel that 
the restrictions I have 
detailed would benefit 
and enhance the securi-
ty surrounding weapons 
and licenses.

COLUMN

LETTERS
Time for Grassley to go

Sen. Chuck Grassley has been part 
of Iowa’s congressional delegation 
since 1975. Over the course of his 
career, he’s done a lot of work for 
Iowans. I think it’s great that he visits 
all 99 counties every year. I appreciate 
that whenever I write him, he replies. 
He’s a friendly man with a servant’s 
heart. Unfortunately, he’s no longer up 
to the job. 

Grassley has voted to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act over and over, 
even though the Congressional 
Budget Office estimated this would 
add $353 billion to the deficit over 
the next decade and cause millions of 
Americans to lose their access to health 
care. Grassley refuses to acknowledge 
man-made climate change, even as 
its effects become more and more 
obvious. While chairing the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, Grassley has slowed 
federal judicial confirmations to a halt. 
There are currently 81 judicial vacancies 
and 39 pending judicial nominations; 
the Judiciary Committee hasn’t been 
this unproductive since 1953. And as of 
Tuesday, Grassley has said there will be 
no hearings for an Obama nominee to 
fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court. 

Iowa needs problem solvers in its 
congressional delegation. We need 

lawmakers who will expand access to 
health care. We need need lawmakers 
who believe in science. We need 
lawmakers who won’t bring the courts 
to a standstill for political reasons. 
Iowa needs lawmakers capable of 
critical thinking who are able to make 
decisions based on evidence.

Grassley’s got to go.
Robert Humble

 
RE: “It takes more than 
money” 
    And now that the insider Repub-
licans of the establishment suffer 
a Donald Trump hangover, they are 
trying to make go away with a dose 
of new and improved Robo Boy Rubio 
Establishment Light. The same kind of 
Democrats are set to get themselves 
a Hillary Clinton deal by further 
stacking the deck.
    The old guard of both parties refuses 
to recognize the American people’s 
total disgust and anger with the polit-
ical-economic-media establishment. 
Rejection of the establishment’s insis-
tence on further dominating Americans 
lives has so angered Americans from 
the right to center that they follow 
along with Donald Trump and from left 
to center with Sen. Bernie Sanders. The 

establishment chooses to disregard 
the history of violent revolution that 
has come when people from across 
the political spectrum explode in rage 
across the short bottom gap between 
right and left and abandonment futile 
hope of ever coming together across 
the middle ground at the top. Thus 
Americans too long seeing and suffer-
ing a bleak future declare NO MORE. 
    No more go-along, get-along 
subservient acceptance of the 
same-O 30-years of trickle-down 
economics that has so decayed the 
American Dream that it has fallen in 
in replacement to empowerment of 
insatiably greedy hoarders of the na-
tion’s and world’s wealth, The resolve 
to tolerate NO MORE is now shared 
across the generations and by me: 
one of the lifelong Democrats born 
in the depths of the Great Depression 
who came of age hearing the fireside 
chats of FDR challenging Americans 
to their rendezvous destiny and 
witnessing and playing a child’s part 
in the making peaceful progressive 
at home and in America becoming 
the Arsenal of Democracy in the 
violent fight abroad that quelled the 
threat that Axis Powers had set loose 
upon the world.
    And our elders in doing all of this 

proved themselves to be a Greatest 
Generation of Americans that built 
their way together into being the 
largest middle class in the most 
prosperous land ever on Earth. 
    Thought the trail ahead for us 
older Americans has grown shorter, 
for too long we have gone along to 
just get along, and for the sake of 
our kith and kin, we and they cannot 
afford same-O more with a vote for 
establishment left Hillary Clinton. 
Time to vote for real progress by 
casting a ballot for Sanders. And if 
need be, write Sanders in on the 
ballot — UNLESS. 
    Unless it appears that Clinton might 
win, and then it would be better to 
vote for Trump to ensure that the 
inevitable CRASH that comes of more 
of the same falls in ending quagmire 
of conservatism in fuel of the phoenix 
fire that sparks the birth the progres-
sive spirit of another generation that 
has their rendezvous with destiny 
via government of the people, by the 
people and for the people fashions 
the best of times for all. Best avoid the 
chancing warming of good from bad, 
and better FEEL THE BERN of peaceful 
revolution of together building a 
better future.

Sam Osborne

Keith Reed
keith-reed@uiowa.edu
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Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a 
private donor and will appear weekly this semester. The team’s 
mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and report on 
topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and 
the United States, and to recognize the importance of a strong 
ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content. 
 
Email dailyiowanepi@gmail.com with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

    Civil-rights activist Alveda King 
will speak at the 55th-annual 
Iowa Prayer Breakfast.
    The break-
fast brings 
together Io-
wa’s governor 
in addition 
to state 
legislators. 
Community 
and religious 
leaders are 
also invited.
    The dinner, which will be at the 
Community Choice Credit Union 
Convention Center in Des Moines 

on March 24, is traditionally held 
on every Maundy Thursday to 
celebrate the beginning of the 
Easter weekend.
    King, a daughter of civil-rights 
activist the Rev. A.D. King and 
niece of Martin Luther King Jr., 
served in the Georgia House of 
Representatives and is a former 
college professor.
    In addition, she is an ad-
vocate for the Silent No More 
Awareness Campaign. The 
campaign promotes a dialogue 
by Christians to “make the 
public aware of the devastation 
abortion brings to women and 
men,” according to its website. 
The campaign is backed by 
several anti-abortion groups.

— by Rebecca Morin

    The University of Iowa Iowa Electronic Market is a small-scale futures market 
that uses real money that can lead to a payoff depending on economic and political 
events — including the 2016 presidential election. The stocks are based on $1.

    Here are the bids for the 2016 Presidential Vote Share Market, which is similar 
to a poll that will determine which party a voter will choose. 

    The number of votes both Democrats or Republicans could get this election 
has gone unchanged. According to the latest bid, Democrats will lead with the 
number of votes, compared with Republicans. 

    Here are the bids for the 2016 Winner-Take-All Market, in which the 
prices in the graph are the probability of that party being chosen. According 
to the latest bid, the probability Democrats will win has gone up from 
about 63 percent to 66 percent. The probability for Republicans has gone 
down, from 40 percent to 33 percent.

BID ASK LAST

BID ASK LAST

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

.645 .668 .668

.483 .597 .598

.471 .481 .466

.335 .355 .335

Activist to speak at 
Prayer Breakfast

LONG LIVE THE KING (PROBABLY)
Despite opposition, Rep. Steve King remains in control.

GRAPHICS BY KENYON ELLSWORTH

King
activist

By MITCH MCANDREW  |  mmcandrew@uiowa.edu

They say a king is only as powerful as his 
fortress. If that’s true, then few are seen 
as more powerful than ultra-conservative 

Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa. 
Fortified with the conservatism so prevalent in 

western Iowa, Iowa’s 4th Congressional District 
has become a right-wing stronghold that seems 
impossible to infiltrate for Democrats and moder-
ate Republicans alike. 

But almost a month after Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Tex-
as, capitalized on King’s endorsement to win the 
Iowa caucuses, some Iowa Republicans are focus-
ing their efforts to penetrate Iowa’s 4th District 
and overthrow the far-right incumbent. 

King has been heavily criticized by many for 
his support of Cruz, whom Iowa Gov. Terry Bran-
stad criticized as bad for Iowa’s ethanol interests. 
Rep. Rob Taylor, R-West Des Moines, said King’s 
conduct is “unbecoming to Iowans,” referring to a 
tweet King sent on caucus night falsely proclaim-
ing that Republican Ben Carson had dropped out 
of the race. 

Taylor also said many Iowans are complaining 
that King is disconnected from his constituents.

“I’ve received a number of phone calls in the last 
two or three weeks from people saying [King] rare-
ly returns phone calls,” he said. 

Fed up with what they see as King’s misbehavior, 
Taylor said a handful of Republicans have contem-
plated leading a siege against him in the primary, 
but no valid candidates have stepped forward yet, 
with the nomination paperwork deadline rapidly 
approaching on March 18.

The biggest potential threat to King is Sen. 
Rick Bertrand, R-Sioux City, who indicated Feb. 
19 that he intends to vie for King’s spot, a move 
that would give the seven-term representative his 
toughest primary competition yet. Bertrand could 
not be reached for comment.

Kim Weaver, the O’Brien County Democrat 

chairwoman and a member of the state party’s 
Central Committee, is also running for the 4th 
District seat. 

State operatives have also pledged support for 
any Republican willing to run against King. For 
example, Nick Ryan, the founder of the American 
Future Fund, a PAC that advocates for free-mar-
ket economics, has been fiercely critical of King on 
Twitter, calling him “truly pathetic” and “dishon-
est and deceitful.” 

In short, Republican officials are dissatisfied 
with King and, Taylor said, Republican groups are 
willing to throw support behind any opposing can-
didate. Could this be the year establishment Re-
publicans stage a coup and overthrow King? 

Despite the expressed outrage toward King, 
western Iowa GOP leaders and political experts 
alike believe the answer is no and that King’s con-
servative fortress will protect him from his own 
party’s dethroning efforts. 

“No one is growing tired of Congressman King; 
he’s a true conservative,” said Brian Rosener, the 
Woodbury County Republican chairman. 

Western Iowa’s conservative climate has pro-
pelled King to some wide victory margins in recent 
elections. He defeated Christie Vilsack, Iowa’s for-
mer first lady, by almost 8 percentage points in 
2012. Two years later, he bested Jim Mowrer, an 
Iraq War veteran and former Pentagon aide, by 23 
percentage points.  

“[King] knows any serious challengers can only 
come from his own party,” said Jeff Angelo, a for-
mer Iowa senator and assistant minority leader 
who is remains involved in the Iowa GOP. 

But even his own party poses little threat. 
King, who has become a Fox News celebrity for 
his hard-line stances on immigration, is widely 
considered one of the most conservative repre-
sentatives in Congress. 

Arthur Sanders, a professor of politics at Drake 
University, said extremist views are often over-
represented in the primaries, which plays to 

King’s advantage. 
“With incumbents, as long as you can fend off 

challenges from the right, you’re OK,” he said.
If challenges from the right are all King has to 

worry about, then he is indeed a formidable oppo-
nent. King is one of the hardest current congress-
man to outflank on the right, Rosener said. 

“He’s unquestionably the most conservative Iowa 
representative I’ve ever seen,” he said. 

Additionally, Sanders and Angelo believe the 
criticisms of King’s failure to protect ethanol in-
terests won’t be important enough to sway western 
Iowa voters.

“The Renewable Fuel Standard is going to be a big 
issue, but it won’t move people emotionally to vote 
against King,” Angelo said.

He noted that King’s support of Cruz upset Brans-
tad and other state Republicans because the ethanol 
industry, which Cruz would cut subsidies for, is the di-
rect result of the longtime governor’s efforts to pull the 
state out of the farm crisis of the 1980s. 

“When King came out in support of Cruz, an oppo-
nent of renewable fuels, he struck a nerve with Bran-
stad,” Angelo said. 

Sanders also suggests that Cruz’s Iowa victory is 
evidence that Iowans do not consider whether or not 
to drop the Renewable Fuel Standard a serious issue. 

“If it really is as important as Terry Branstad thinks, 
then Cruz wouldn’t have won,” he said. 

Interestingly, King’s conservative, fortress-like 
district is not the only one of its kind. Sanders said 
the kind of partisan domination found in Iowa’s 4th 
District can also be found nationwide.

“There are a relatively small number of people 
who are in genuinely competitive districts,” he 
said. “The non-competition increases high parti-
sanship, and the way the district lines are drawn 
only exacerbates it.”

So, just what will it take to topple Steve King?
“Barring redistricting, King is untouchable,” 

Sanders said. “But you can say that for 75 percent of 
Congress right now.”

KING’S CONSERVATIVE

PROTECT
WILL 

HIM. 

FORTRESS



• Black History Month 2016, events:  http://csil.
uiowa.edu/multicultural/month/black-history-month/
• Idra Novey Translation Talk, 10 a.m., Shambaugh House
• Spring Job & Internship Fair, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., IMU 
Main Lounge & Second-Floor Ballroom
• Chief Diversity Office Conversations, noon, 2780 
University Capitol Center
• Graduate Student Support Group, noon, Univer-
sity Counseling Service, S3223 Westlawn
• Chemistry Seminar, Joshua de Groot, 12:30 p.m., 
W228 Chemistry Building
• Anatomy/Cell Biology Seminar, Adrianne Crooke, 
1 p.m., 1-561 Bowen
• Aeolus Quartet, 3:30 p.m., Dey House

• Careers in Bioinformatics and Big Data, 5:30 
p.m., 2520D University Capitol Center
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Idra Novey in conver-
sation with Garth Greenwell, 6:30 p.m., Prairie Lights, 
15 S. Dubuque
• Movie Series Trivia, 7 p.m., IMU Hawkeye Room
• Writers’ Workshop Reading, Edwidge Danticat, 
8:15 p.m., Main Library Shambaugh Auditorium

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

• Brooklyn (But Set in 1952 — 
so Don’t Worry, It’s Safe)

• Steve Isn’t One of the Immi-
grants Trying to Take Our Jobs

• Rocky Has a Protégé

• The Hateful One Black Guy

• The Martian Played by a 
White Guy Because This is 

Hollywood

• The Good Dinosaur Who Was 
a Credit to His Race

• White Girls Have Emotions 
and Get Sad Sometimes

• Straight Outta Compton: The 
Jerry Heller Story

• The Revenant: They Say It 
Was A Grizzly, But We’re Pretty 

Sure That Bear was Black

• Ex Machina: If It’s Not a White 
Guy, It’s Probably Artificial

• Mad Max Helps Save a Some 
Hot Ladies, One of Whom is 

Half Black, So I Think We Can 
All Agree The Film Industry is 

Making Strides

• Bridge of White Guys: White 
Guys Saving White Guys from 

Other White Guys

• Star Wars: The Magical White 
Girl Saves the Black Guy

• Does Anybody Really Care 
About What Happened, Miss 

Simone?

• SpotWhite

Democracy is the only system that persists in asking the powers that be whether 
they are the powers that ought to be.

— Sydney J. Harris

 Andrew R. Juhl invites you to his Mon-
do’s Saloon Oscar Watch on Feb. 28.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Stay informed, and avoid being put in an 
awkward position. Know what you want, and don’t deviate from your 
plan in order to accommodate someone else. You will end up in a good 
position if you negotiate on your own behalf. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Steer clear of anyone who is negative or 
continually getting in your way. Focus on work and learning through 
experience. Surround yourself with people who are proactive and have 
something unique to offer.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t leave anything to chance. Put your 
best foot forward intellectually and physically. How you present what 
you have to offer will make a difference in the outcome of a competi-
tive situation. Honesty will count.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Take matters into your own hands if you 
want to control the outcome of a domestic situation. Don’t be afraid to 
take a different route if it will lead to improved relations. Explore possi-
bilities by using your imagination and creativity. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Set your sights on your goal, and approach 
what you want with discipline and an unexpected twist. Be progressive, 
and you will attract interest from a most unusual and accommodating 
source. Celebrate with someone you love. Romance is featured.  
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take note of what everyone around you is 
doing, and pick the best of everything in order to help formulate your 
own strategy. Don’t let negativity or doubt hold you back. Don’t let a 
partnership cost you. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Keep your private affairs to yourself. Stick 
close to home, and make significant changes that will help cut your 
overhead and ease your financial stress. The changes you make will 
alleviate a personal problem you have with someone close to you. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If you are unique and eccentric, you will 
receive more interest from outside sources. Make observations about 
the way others live, and incorporate what works into your own living 
arrangement. Be true to what you want.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t make assumptions or take ac-
tion without thinking. Emotions will escalate if you aren’t honest about 
the way you feel or what you want. Operate fairly, and you can please 
everyone, including yourself. Self-improvement should be a priority.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Search, and you will find something you 
can use to your benefit. Whether it has to do with money, health, or an 
organization you want to do business with, you can come out on top if 
you use your resources wisely. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take your time, and observe what every-
one around you is doing. You don’t have to commit to anything until 
you are ready to follow through with your plans. Put more time and 
effort into how you look and feel — yourself first. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotional matters will rise to the surface, 
disrupting your plans if you aren’t quick to find a solution that will pre-
vent setbacks or delays. Make your move, and protect your interests. Be 
open, honest, and fair; you will win. 

#OscarsEvenWhiter

KRUI  
     programming

WEDNESDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
9:30 A.M.-11 UWIN
12 NEWS AT NOON
1-2 OFF THE IVY
2-3 THE NFL
3-4 LITTLE ASIAN IN IOWA
4-5 ROUND RIVER RADIO
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 PAT’S PICKS
8-9 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HYBRID MOMENTS
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they compete up to their 
God-given abilities.”

Last season, Nebraska 
came out on top in the 
indoor championships, 
putting up 127 points 
(beating second-place Il-
linois by 41).

To keep things closer 
than last year, Illinois 
will depend on senior 
Dylan Lafond, who broke 
the school records in the 
3,000 meters and 5,000 
meters. He leads the con-
ference in the 5,000 and 
is fifth in the 3,000.

But for Illinois, the 
key to a successful Big 
Ten meet is simple, head 
coach Michael Turk said.

“Good attitudes, keep 
their heads on straight,” 
he said. “We are so 
young, but it’s been fun 
to see guys stepping into 
new roles.”

Fighting Lafond for 
the top spot in the con-
ference, Michigan State’s 
Caleb Rhynard has made 
a considerable effort to 
keep pace in the 5,000 
meters.

While he is arguably 
the Spartan’s best dis-
tance runner, the major 
strength of the team lies 
in the field events.

Michigan State uses 
three throwers (Vinny 
Gjokaj, Connor Kostrze-

wa, and Riley Norman) 
who are in the top four 
in the conference in the 
weight throw.

“Our throwers have 
made great progress all 
winter,” head coach Walt 
Drenth said. “The throws 
seem like a strength as 
mentioned; we do our 
best to emphasize the 
throws but do our best 
to remain a balanced 
program.”

But while Michigan 
State holds the best 
group of throwers in the 
conference, Purdue pos-
sessed arguably the best 
individual in the Big Ten.

Chukwuebuka Ene-
kwechi leads the Big Ten 
in the weight throw and 
is second in the shot 
put. This weekend will 
be a test as to whether 
a strong effort by the 
Spartans can knock off 
one of the nation’s best 
throwers.

Led by Enekwechi, 
Purdue is the highest 
ranked Big Ten team in 
the country, 15th in the 
latest poll (Monday).

Penn State dropped to 
No. 17 after being ranked 
14th the previous week. 
It heads into the cham-
pionship with one of fast-
est, and most balanced, 
teams in the conference.

The Nittany Lion’s 
Xavier Smith leads the 
Big Ten in the 60 me-
ters, and his teammate 
Malik Moffett sits atop 

the 200 meters.
“Last year, [Smith] 

was the first person out 
in the 200. He went back 
to work over the sum-
mer and fall and has 
really improved himself 
as an athlete, and I am 
excited to see what he 
can do this weekend,” 
Penn State head coach 

John Gondak said. “Ma-
lik is heading into his 
first Big Ten meet and 
has had a very success-
ful year in the 60 me-
ters, 200 meters, and 
long jump. He will have 
a busy weekend ahead.”

Brannon Kidder 
leads the conference in 
the 800.

“Brannon has won nu-
merous Big Ten cham-
pionships in his time 
at Penn State,” Gondak 
said. “He will run the 
[distance medley relay] 
and either the 800 or 
mile this weekend, so he 
hopes to make his fourth 
Indoor Big Ten his best.”

Penn State has the 

fastest distance medley 
relay in the Big Ten.

Overall, each team in 
the Big Ten possesses at 
least one athlete in the 
top two of his individ-
ual event, making this 
year’s conference cham-
pionship one of the 
most competitive meets 
to date.

Jack in a match that 
didn’t come close to be-
ing competitive. Despite 
that, Brands said he was 
settled on Grothus after 
the match, which means 
barring injury, Iowa will 
send him out at the Big 
Ten Championships.

The loss has to be es-
pecially disappointing to 
Grothus, who wrestled 
well against strong com-
petition since coming back 
from a shoulder injury.

At 157 pounds, Edwin 
Cooper Jr. also had a 
chance to prove he be-
longed in the conversa-
tion among All-American 
candidates at the weight. 
While he wrestled the 
Wolfpack’s No. 4 ranked 

Tommy Gantt well for 
two periods, Cooper let 
things get out of hand at 
the end and lost by major 
decision.

It’s time to take the Wolf-
pack seriously

In the wrestling world, 
beating Iowa is a substan-
tial feat.

For NC State coach Pat 
Popolizio, it was a sign 

that his team and pro-
gram is ready to be a na-
tional contender. He even 
went so far to say in his 
press conference after the 
meet that the ACC will 
win a national title sooner 
rather than later.

With wins over Mis-
souri, Oklahoma State, 
Nebraska, and Iowa, 
that’s a fair statement 
to make. While it’s still 
hard to pick any team 

over Penn State this sea-
son, NC State deserves 

— at the very least — to 
be in the conversation.
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fort on defense.
“He’s a really difficult 

cover because he’s a ter-
rific ball handler,” Hawk 
head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said. “He gets to 
the free-throw line, and 
he can make 3s, so those 
kind of guys are tough to 
guard because he can post 

you, but he can also pop 
out of the post and go one-
on-one off the dribble … 
he’s got a really quick first 
step for a guy that big.”

Luckily for the 
Hawkeyes, the 2016 Wis-
consin team doesn’t have 
the usual array of sharp-
shooters, and it shoots 35 
percent from beyond the 
arc, right near the mid-
dle of the Big Ten. 

Furthermore, while 
the Hawkeyes have 

struggled recently with 
rebounding, Wisconsin 
is uncharacteristically 
mediocre in that regard 
as well. Iowa averag-
es more rebounds per 
game (38 to 35) but still 
is aware that Wisconsin 
has a lot of players that 
can do a lot of things.

“They have a lot of ver-
satile guys, can do a lot of 
things on the floor,” senior 
Adam Woodbury said. 
“They’re always a tough 

game for us; they play ev-
erybody very tough, and 
they’ve got a lot of talent 
on that team.”

The beginning of the 
end for the regular sea-
son will tip off at 8 p.m. 
in Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na; it can be seen on the 
Big Ten Network.

Follow @KyleFMann 
for Iowa basketball 
news, updates, and 
analysis.

MBB
CONTINUED FROM 10

cut out for her defending 
Page.

Davis has scored in 
double figures in Iowa’s 
last two “redemption 
wins”; she entered the 
starting lineup after the 
Penn State loss.

“I’ve played against 
Tenia in AAU a couple 
of times,” Davis said. 
“It’ll be huge for me to 
go there and get a win 
on their home floor, just 

like they did here.”
If Iowa walks away 

win, the team will finish 
off their “Redemption 
Tour” 3-0. The team will 
also close its last home 
and regular season 
game against Illinois. 
The goal is to finish its 
last four regular-season 
games 4-0, and if they 
keep at it, the Hawks 
could achieve that.

“I personally have 

to keep reminding my-
self that we’re a young 
team,” junior Ally Dis-
terhoft said. “We’re go-
ing to have those bumps 
in the road just because 
we don’t have that ex-
perience that maybe we 
did have last year. We 
are making steps to im-
prove, and I think it’s 
shown in the past two 
games.”

WBB
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa’s Aaron Mallett races for the finish line in the 110-meter hurdles during the Iowa Musco Invitational on May 3, 2014. Mallett placed first. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 10
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By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s basket-
ball team has charged into 
its “Redemption Tour,” and 
thus far the team is 2-0.

The next stop will be in 
University Park, Pennsyl-
vania, where the Hawkeyes 
will compete against Penn 
State. These two teams met 
earlier in the season, and 
it wasn’t the outcome the 
Hawks had hoped for.

Iowa lost to Penn State in 
Carver-Hawkeye, 82-69.

“It was a bad game for 
us. I would venture to say 
it was our worst game of 
the year,” Iowa head coach 
Lisa Bluder said. “How 
much of it was us and how 
much of it was Penn State; 
who knows? But I know 
that we are a much dif-
ferent team than we were 
when we played Penn State 
at home. That game was a 
shock to me.”

In that sloppy loss, Iowa 
and Penn State were tied 
for only 55 seconds, and the 
Lions led for the remainder 
of the contest. Penn State 
also shot 49 percent from 
the floor and outrebounded 
Iowa 48-34. The Hawks al-
so shot 35 percent from the 
field and were 4-of-25 from 
behind the arc.

Not only do the Hawkeyes 
know what the Lions are 
capable of, they’re not un-
der estimating their record 
either. Penn State is 10-17 
overall, 5-11 in the Big Ten.

“I said this before we 

played them the last time: 
They are better than their 
record indicates, and they 
still are,” Bluder said. 
“They’ve gotten better ev-
ery game this year.”

Since Penn State downed 
Iowa on the Hawks’ home 
court, they’ve only won 
three games, while Iowa 
has won four. The Lions are 
34.4 percent from down-
town, which ranks seventh 
in the Big Ten. Iowa is 31.4 
percent from behind the 
arc, which ranks 12th in 
the conference, only behind 

Indiana and Northwestern.
Defending the Lions from 

scoring downtown will have 
to be in Iowa’s plan.

“That’s one of those tapes 
that you want to just throw 
away,” Bluder said. “They’ve 
proved that they are a good 
3-point shooting team. 
We’ve identified they’re 
3-point shooters, and we 
definitely need to get out on 
them. I think we’re doing a 
much better job communi-
cating where shooters are 
when we’re in zone.”

Penn State’s Tenia Page 

is averaging 15.6 points per 
game, shooting 41.6 percent 
from the field and 42.3 from 
the 3-point line. Bluder 
noted that freshman Tania 
Davis would have her work 

By ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Starting on Friday, Big Ten teams 
will put their best athletes to the 
test in the Indoor Track Champion-
ships.

The Iowa men’s track team 
will send a strong team coming 
off numerous personal bests. The 
Hawkeyes have five 
athletes in the top 
five in their events, as 
well as a 1,600-meter 
relay that ranks third 
in the Big Ten. But 
Iowa will not be the 
only team to keep an 
eye out for.

Of all the races this 
weekend, the 60-me-
ter hurdles will be a 
can’t-miss event.

Iowa’s Aaron Mallett leads the 
conference in the race (7.71), but 
Nebraska’s Oladapo Akinmoladun 
is 0.03 seconds behind the junior.

Nebraska head coach Gary Pepin 
knows that the stakes will be high 
— the key is for the athletes to fo-
cus on the task at hand and not get 
caught up in whom to beat.

“Aaron is the man to beat. It 
should be a good race, but each ath-
lete has to run his own race,” he 
said. “I hope that we can perform 
to the best of the capabilities that 
our athletes possess. I believe all 
you can ask for is that your ath-
letes have prepared well and that 

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-Hansen@uiowa.edu

While Iowa did not finish this sea-
son with an undefeated dual record, 
the team finished with an impres-
sive 16-1, with a perfect mark in Big 
Ten meets.

However, the Hawkeyes’ loss to 
North Carolina State on Monday 
raises questions and provides some 
takeaways a little under two weeks 
out from the Big Ten Champion-
ships.

Injuries will play a part
If heavyweight Sam Stoll can’t 

stay in the lineup because of his in-
jury, that’s a huge problem for the 
Hawkeyes. With Stoll in the lineup, 
Iowa has a slim — but 
very real — chance to 
win the Big Ten and 
NCAA Champion-
ships. It will take a 
Penn State stumble, 
but it can happen.

Iowa head coach 
Tom Brands did not 
have an update on the 
status of Stoll during 
his press conference 
after the meet, and it’s likely no one 
will know until the team’s next me-
dia availability. 

Even if he can go at the Big Tens 
and NCAAs, it seems reasonable to 
think he will be at least slightly hob-
bled by the ailment.

Another troubling thing for Iowa 
is 184-pounder Sammy Brooks, who 
was limping during his loss to the 
Wolfpack’s Pete Renda. While Renda 
nearly beat Brooks at the Midlands 
Championships, the Hawkeye wres-
tler looked out of sorts, and his health 
is something to keep an eye on.

141, 157 still not elite
With all due respect to NC State’s 

Kevin Jack — a very talented wres-
tler — Iowa’s 141-pounder Bro-
dy Grothus did not wrestle a good 
match Monday.

Grothus lost by technical fall to 

Women’s hoops feels confident
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SEE TRACK, 8

Big Ten 
Indoors 
loom

Lesson-
learned 
in loss

SEE WRESTLING, 8

Iowa guard Whitney Jennings confronts  Indiana guard Tyra Buss in Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday . The Hawkeyes beat the Hoosiers 
76-73 in front of a home crowd of 9,838. (The Daily Iowan/Anthony Vazquez)

Hawks’title hopes 
on the line

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

After a welcome 
weeklong break 
before the home 

stretch of the regular sea-
son, the No. 8 Hawkeyes 
are zeroing in on an out-
right Big Ten title begin-
ning with Wisconsin to-
night.

Iowa enters the match-
up at 20-6 overall, 11-3 
in the conference, just a 
half game behind Indiana. 
The Hawkeyes will have 
a chance to take down In-
diana next week, but they 

must first focus attention 
on the Badgers. After being 
up-ended by Penn State in 
Happy Valley a week ago, 
the Hawkeyes can’t afford 
to look past anybody.

The loss at Penn State 
was a culmination of rel-
atively lackluster play by 
the Hawkeyes recently, 3-2 
in their last five games, 
but a week away from com-
petition and a players-on-
ly meeting Feb. 20 should 
have the Hawks feeling re-
juvenated.

“It was very nice to get 
to step back and relax your 
body,” senior Jarrod Uthoff 

said. “Get a couple days off 
and kind of recharge.”

Iowa will need all of its 
energy available this eve-
ning; although the Bad-
gers are unranked and 
only 9-5 in the conference, 
the traditionally powerful 
Wisconsin program still 
has a plethora of talented 
players.

Preseason All-Big Ten 
forward Nigel Hayes is 
fifth in the Big Ten with 
16.7 points per game, and 
he also grabs 5.8 rebounds 
per game. Bronson Koe-
nig is also in the top 20 
in scoring with 13.4 per 

game, and Ethan Happ 
sits third with 8 rebounds 
per game.

The Hawkeyes know the 
Badgers will try to stretch 
the floor to create space, 
and Hayes in particular 
will command a team ef-

The Iowa women’s basketball team will head on the road to compete against Penn State.

The Iowa men’s basketball team held a players-only meeting over its weeklong break.

Iowa guard Mike Gesell lays the ball up against Minnesota onFeb. 14 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes defeated the Gophers, 75-71. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Mallett
junior

Brands
head coach

Iowa vs Wisconsin
When: 8:06 p.m. today

Where: Carver-Hawkeye Arena
Watch: BTN

Iowa at Penn State
When: 6 p.m. today

Where: University Park
Watch: BTN plus

SEE MBB, 8

SEE WBB, 8
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