
By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Students in the Iowa City School 
District will see a shakeup in 
school starting times in the next 
academic year.

The Iowa City School Board vot-
ed unanimously to make classes 
begin at 7:55 a.m. for elementa-
ry-school students and 8:50 a.m. 
for secondary students. 

The vote will reverse a School Board 
decision from last year that had high-
school students starting at an earlier 
time than elementary students, board 
member LaTasha DeLoach said.

“One of the main reasons is busing,” 
DeLoach said. “[The School Board] is 
going to save a significant amount of 
money on busing, around $100,000, by 
switching the start times and chang-
ing the bus schedules with it.”

Board member Tom Yates said 
switching the start times just 
made sense. 

“We heard from various parents 
the different starting time was much 
more inconvenient for them,” Yates 
said. “Along with how expensive it 
actually was for the district, it made 
sense to change the times back.”

Research suggests both high-school 
and elementary students could bene-
fit from the different starting times, 
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times 
changed

Reporting from under fire in Syria
By BEN POSS
benjamin-poss@uiowa.edu

Ben Plesser's journalistic 
tactics are straight out of a 
movie. He has smuggled into 
Syrica with the help of activ-
ists on a dingy made out of tin 
cans. He shot video video in 
a gunfight and snuck aroung 
government checkpoints.

Plesser, a senior produc-
er at NBC news, delivered a 
lecture titled “Covering ISIS: 
A Journalist’s Challenge” in 
Shambaugh Auditorium on 
Tuesday night. Plesser has 
also worked for the New York 
Times, “60 Minutes,” and CBS.

While some attending the 
lecture expected something 
more superficial about cov-
ering ISIS in the Middle 
East, what they got was 
much different. 

 “I wasn’t expecting the jour-
nalist aspect of it, I was expect-
ing an emphasis more on ISIS 
in a historical context,” said Bri-
an Miner, a University of Iowa 
sophomore who attended the 
lecture. “It really excited me.”

Plesser talked about the 
close calls he has experienced 

covering dangerous situations 
during his entire career. 

His many tales, from stay-
ing in a house with rocket-pro-
pelled grenades hidden under 
the floor to confronting a jihadi 
militant leader on ideology, 
brought a behind-the-scenes 
look to the life of a journalist 
covering conflict. 

“What I didn’t expect is 
that there would be so much 
emotion behind it,” said Car-
ter Bell, the head of the Uni-
versity Lecture Committee. 
“It definitely wasn’t just an 
academic talk. It wasn’t like 
‘here’s the state of foreign 
journalism right now.’ There 
was policy and information, 
but very much a human side 
to it as well.” 

Plesser touched on some 
of the dangers associated 
with his line of work, includ-
ing talking about some of his 
friends who have died report-
ing in conflict zones. 

“I generally live in a dirty 
hotel room, or in a tent, or in a 
bunker,” Plesser said. 

Although he has been with-
in mere feet of getting struck 
by bullets, he said the most 

dangerous location he has re-
ported from is the Mount Ev-
erest base camp.  

He also emphasized the 
importance of working in a 
team to try to stay as safe 
as possible. 

“The product is a prod-
uct of cooperation. The deci-
sions that we make are the 
decisions that we make; I 
wouldn’t recommend them to 
anyone,” he said.

Plesser also talked about po-
litical candidates' statements 
concerning ISIS, foreign-poli-
cy solutions, his relationship 
with his girlfriend, and how 
journalism has changed in the 
face of terrorist organizations 
now producing their own me-
dia propaganda. 

The lecture was one of many 
that are offered by the Lecture 

NBC News Senior Producer Ben Plesser speaks about his team's coverage of ISIS and what his cov-
erage means for modern journalists in the Shambaugh Auditorium on Tuesday. Many of Plesser's 
colleagues and sources have died during the conflict in Syria. (The Daily Iowan/Mary Mathis)
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By SAVANNAH GUYER
savannah-guyer@uiowa.edu

A slice of New Orleans cooking has 
transplanted itself near campus.

Augusta Restaurant and Catering, 
630 Iowa Ave., will hold its grand 
opening on Thursday, but until then, 
the restaurant will be open for a 
lunch and dinner buffet in commem-
oration of Mardis Gras.

“We always celebrate Mardi Gras,” 
said Jeri Halperin, a co-owner of Au-
gusta. “It’s a tradition we’ve kept since 
we were located in New Orleans, and 
not one we’re letting go of soon.”

This is the restaurant’s third move 
since being displaced from New Orle-
ans by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. It 
spent a few years thriving in Oxford, 
Iowa, but the new Iowa City spot is 
one the entire staff looks forward to, 
Halperin said.

The menu consists of traditional 
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The heart 
of space science

By MADELINE MURPHY SMITH  |  madeline-m-smith@uiowa.edu

Although Van Allen is often associated with the name 
of a popular building on campus, for many around 
the world, it's one of the most famous names in sci-

ence history. 
The Main Library honored James Van Allen’s work at the 

grand opening of the new art gallery for undergraduates on 
Tuesday. The exhibit will run through April 8. 

Van Allen is credited with discovering the Earth’s radia-
tion belts through his involvement with Explorer 1, the first 
American satellite to be launched into space. 

After the Soviets launched Sputnik — the first success-
ful satellite to orbit Earth — America shifted into high 
gear to launch its own satellite, which later was known 
as Explorer 1. 

Van Allen helped build the cosmic-ray detectors for Explor-

A new art gallery in the 
UI Main Library honoring 

James Van Allen and his 
contributions to science 

opened this week.

SEE SCHOOL, 3
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Dylan McMains opens the exit gate at the IMU parking ramp for a driver on Tuesday. McMains has worked for UI Parking and Transportation for more than  
two years. (The Daily Iowan/Brooklynn Kascel)

Volunteering with the writer’s edge
By MADELINE MURPHY 
SMITH
madeline-m-smith@uiowa.edu

Some University of Io-
wa students will get the 
chance to interact and 
teach K-12 students in a 
new course called Writ-
ers in the Community.

The Iowa Youth Writ-
ing Project and the 
Magid Center for Un-
dergraduate Writing 
have joined to offer the 
brand-new course at the 
university.

Mallory Hellman, the 
d i r e c t o r 
of the Io-
wa Youth 
W r i t i n g 
Program, 
said the 
course is 
designed 
for stu-
dents to 
go into 
the Io-
wa City community and 
help students in grades 
K-12 schools improve 
their writing and com-
munication skills.

The program offers an 
orientation a week be-
fore the class starts so 
students enrolled can 
get a feel for the school 
before they start vol-
unteering. Each week, 
students discuss the 
role they will play in 

the classroom and go 
through teaching tech-
niques so they are bet-
ter prepared when they 
are in the classroom 
with students.

Hellman said the most 
exciting aspect of this 
course for students is 
applying all they have 
learned in the  real 
world. Students will 
spend an hour with the 
kindergarten and first-
grade students at Twain 
Elementary.

“They are extremely 
fun-loving bunch,” she 
said. “The kids are inter-
ested in activities that 
integrate movement and 
hands-on activities with 
writing, so it’s fun for 
volunteers to make les-
son plans based on that.”

Daniel Khalastchi, the 
associate director of the 
Magid Center, said that 
before Writers in the 
Community, the center 
and the youth program 
had collaborated to cre-
ate a course called Writ-
ing with Purpose.

That class was a 
unique three-semes-
ter-hour class that al-
lowed undergraduates 
the chance to learn ev-
erything from teaching 
techniques to valuable 
workplace experience to 
what it means to com-
mit to something larger 

than themselves.
“As this class gained 

in popularity, we creat-
ed a one-semester-hour 
version called Writ-
ers in the Community,” 
Khalastchi said. “This 
class — like Writing 
with Purpose — gives 
students the chance to 
volunteer for class cred-
it, but more importantly, 
it allows our UI under-
grads to give back to the 
community they live in.”

Hellman said she 
didn’t expect students 
would be eager to con-
tinue volunteering at 
the schools beyond the 
course’s conclusion.

“Two students who 
took it before stayed and 
are still volunteering in 
the classroom,” she said. 
“They are committed 
to spending more time 
with the little kids they 
met in class. We’re tak-
ing that 
as a good 
sign.”

If UI 
s t u d e n t s 
are in-
t e r e s t e d 
in volun-
t e e r i n g 
but don’t 
know if 
they can 
commit to a full semes-
ter, Hellman said, she 
believes this course is a 

great alternative.
“This is a great way 

to get your feet wet, be-
cause it might be some-
thing you want to try in 
the future,” she said.

Khalastchi said he 
looks forward to work-
ing with more UI stu-
dents who are interested 
in helping young people 
improve their writing 
and communication 
skills as well as helping 
them foster a love of lan-
guage.

“We look forward to 
working with more UI 
students who are inter-
ested in serving their 
community and connect-
ing to their own educa-
tion on a more personal, 
visceral, and exciting 
level,” he said.

UI student Alison Cas-
sidy, a part of the class, 
said that even though it 
has only gone to Twain 
Elementary once so far, 
she has found plenty of 
things to enjoy.

“It’s been really great 
to see their enthusiasm 
as kids who are just now 
learning about stories, 
and storytelling, and sort 
of getting into writing for 
the very first time, and 
it’s great to be surround-
ed by that energy,” she 
said. “They’re all won-
derful and brilliant and 
crazy in the best way.”

By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

The criminal justice 
system houses more peo-
ple with mental illness-
es than some hospitals 
and treatment centers.

This is a trend nation-
wide, but Johnson Coun-
ty is working toward a 
local solution.

Several officers from 
the Johnson County 
Sheriff ’s Office and 
the Iowa City Police 
Department have gone 
through Crisis Inter-
vention Training, a pro-
gram which instructs 
law enforcement how 
to respond to people 
having a crisis due 
to a mental illness, 
like post-traumat-
ic stress disorder or 
schizophrenia. 

The training is in 
San Antonio, Texas, 
which has a resto-
ration center — a place 
where law enforcement 
officers or family mem-
bers can bring mentally 
ill people to get the type 
of treatment they need.

Johnson County is 
considering creating a 
similar facility here.

“When an officer deals 

with someone in a men-
tal health crisis we can 
either bring them to the 
emergency room or bring 
them to jail for a minor 
crime they’ve committed 
because they’re acting 
out in the situation,” Ma-
jor Steve Dolezal from the 
Johnson County Sheriff ’s 
Office said. “We need to 
figure out options that 
give law enforcement 
tools to deal with subjects 
in that situation.”

Johnson County Su-
pervisor Rod Sullivan 
travelled to San Antonio 
as well and experienced 

the Crisis Intervention 
Training and toured the 
restoration center.

“Mental health is a 
huge issue here. It al-
ways has been and we 
have pretty good ser-
vices for people with dis-
abilities,” Sullivan said. 

“We need to talk about 
what we 
w o u l d 
need for 
f a c i l i t y, 
what we 
can do 
here eas-
ily and 
what will 
be chal-
l e n g i n g 
and what 
resources would be re-
quired.”

There are no esti-
mates yet on what the 
cost of a restoration cen-
ter in Johnson County 

would be, but Dolezal 
said the program would 
cut costs in other areas 
in the long run.

“Right now we incar-
cerate people or put 
them in the emergency 
room, but if we can di-
vert people out of those 

places, we can save mon-
ey,” Dolezal said.

Also, many of the com-
ponents of a restoration 
center already exist, he 
said, like health care 
providers for specific ill-
nesses and services for 
alcoholics or addicts.

“These are all re-
sources we have in 
Johnson County, but 
the restoration center 
would make them all 
collated in one area so 
it’s a one stop, quick 
drop for law enforce-
ment,” Dolezal said.

Johnson County Dep-
uty Brandon Rich-
mond went through 
the training in San 
Antonio last May. He 
said he uses what he 
learned in the train-
ing often in his work.

“Active listening is 
really helpful when 
you’re speaking to 
someone in crisis, be-
cause it helps to show 

them that you’re trying 
to help them and it helps 
ease the paranoia,” Rich-
mond said. “We went 
through some scenarios 
to find the best way to 
speak with people so we 
don’t have to go hands-
on quite as often.”

County works on mental health

Sullivan 
Supervisor 

Johnson County is looking to a solution to get mentally ill people out of jails and prisons.

Hellman
 director 

Khalastchi
 associate director

‘These are all resources we have in Johnson County, but 
the restoration center would make them all collated in one 

area so it’s a one stop, quick drop for law enforcement.’
— Major Steve Dolezal, Johnson County Sheriff’s Office
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DeLoach said.
“We heard from various 

physicians and teachers 

when considering this, 
and we decided this would 
be the best action to take,” 
she said.

School Board President 
Chris Lynch agreed with 
DeLoach and said research 
was critical to the process.

“The community came to 
us and requested we take a 
look at the starting times,” 
Lynch said. “I thought we 
reached a good compro-
mise on the school start-
ing times and busing; I’m 
happy with what the board 

was able to accomplish.”
The changes come af-

ter the previous School 
Board reworked the 
school starting times af-
ter officials determined 
the district had some of 
the longest school days in 

the state, Yates said.
“They had to cut down 

on the time students spent 
in school,” Yates said. 
“That’s when they set the 
starting times.”

Yates said the change 
in starting times would 

benefit students.
“We really think, based 

on what we heard, this will 
benefit both the elemen-
tary kids and the high-
school kids,” he said. “Not 
to mention convenience for 
the parents.”

Southern comfort foods 
such as fried chicken, and 
classic Creole cuisine such 
as jambalaya.

Derek Perez, another 
co-owner of Augusta, said 
most of the clients in the Ox-
ford location actually came 
from Iowa City.

“I’d say 95 percent of 
the people we serve are 
from around here, and be-
ing located closer to them 
makes it better for both us 

and them,” he said. “It just 
seemed like the right place, 
right time, right price, kind 
of thing for us to move.”

Halperin said she’s look-
ing forward to seeing how 
many regulars continue to 
support their business and 
how many new people de-
cide to try their food.

“We absolutely love the 
Iowa City area and its atmo-
sphere. We love the culture, 
the music, the people here,” 
she said. “A lot of our guests 
are located here in the city. 
There’s a better chance at 
success with moving here, 
and there’s a lot more cater-

ing opportunities and a lot 
more exposure for us.”

Augusta is now in the 
system for University of Io-
wa catering, and there are 
other restaurants hoping 
to partner with the diner, 
Halpherin said.

UI senior Adam Vink, a 
waiter at Augusta for the 
last two years, said he’s very 
happy with the owner’s deci-
sion to move the restaurant.

“What I’m most excited 
for with this new location 
is our ability to share our 
product with more people,” 
Vink said. “We went from 
being in a town of 800 to a 

town of 80,000, which is a 
huge difference. We’re now 
able to reach a whole area of 
people we’ve never had the 
chance to before.”

Vink said that he be-
lieves UI students and Io-
wa City natives will enjoy 
being closer to Augusta.

“There were a lot of peo-
ple who couldn’t get to us 
when we were in Oxford 
because they didn’t have 
cars,” said Vink. “Now, we 
get to expand and make 
our restaurant more acces-
sible for a lot of people who 
weren’t able to get to us as 
easily as before.”

er 1. The data sent back 
to Earth helped Van Al-
len and his team discover 
Earth’s radiation belts. 

The belts circling Earth 
were named the “Van Al-
len Radiation Belts” after 
his discovery.

Katie Hassman, the 
Main Library under-
graduate engagement 
librarian, said stu-
dents seem to be excit-
ed about the opening of 
the new gallery.

Hassman said she’s 
excited to have a muse-

um with quality space 
at a location accessible 
for students to use at 
their leisure. 

“I tell students that 
they don’t need to ex-
plore the whole gallery 
in one sitting,” she said. 
“Explore it in sections in 
between classes.” 

She said having Van 
Allen’s work be the first 
exhibit for the gallery 
is humbling for UI stu-
dents, because it shows 
that the research scien-
tist was just like any oth-
er ordinary guy walking 
the streets of Iowa City.

Jen Masada, the strate-
gic communication direc-
tor for the UI Libraries, 

said having Van Allen’s 
work on display for the 
grand opening of the new 
art gallery at the Main 
Library was a no-brainer.

“The idea behind this 
exhibit is to highlight one 
of the University of Io-
wa’s most prominent re-
searchers,” she said.

Throughout the exhib-
it, Van Allen’s work is 
strategically placed in the 
gallery to tell the story of 
his scientific revelations 
and show a new side of a 
man who is renown in the 
world of science.

When Sputnik was 
launched, Van Allen 
noted in a personal 
journal that it was a 

“Brilliant Achievement” 
for the Soviets. 

Masada said Van Al-
len’s use of expressions 
in his journals was un-
usual for a scientist, be-
cause they typically try 
to remain unbiased in 
their work. 

“He was very impas-
sioned with his work,” 
she said.

Donald Gurnett, a UI 
professor of physics/as-
tronomy, can personally 
attest to Van Allen’s pas-
sion for his work. Gurnett 
was 19 when he worked 
under Van Allen follow-
ing the discovery of the 
radiation belts.

“He was the father 

of space science,” he 
said. “Space started 
with Jim Van Allen, 
and more importantly, 
it started here at the 
University of Iowa.” 

Gurnett said he ad-
mired Van Allen for be-
ing a consistent research 
scientist and for always 
being curious on how 
things worked. He said 
it was these traits that 
attracted him to Van Al-
len’s work and inspired 
him to reach out to Van 
Allen for a job. 

“I went in his office, 
and he was instantly 
famous after Explorer 
1. But I asked if he had 
any work for me, and he 

offered me a job as an 
electrical engineer,” he 
said. “Van Allen helped 
put the University of Io-
wa on the map in terms 
of space science. Every-
one viewed us as the 
center of the universe in 
the terms of space sci-
ence. It was very stimu-
lating environment to be 
working in.”

Gurnett said he re-
members Van Allen as a 
very popular professor 
at the university who de-
spite his fame was still 
personable. He said felt 
he could approach Van 
Allen with anything. 

“I wish he was here so 
I could talk to him today.”

SCIENCE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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The bar  in Augusta is seen on Tuesday. Augusta, a New Orleans-style restaurant, 
opened in Iowa City on Mardi Gras. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)

Committee throughout the 
year. 

“I was really happy that 
he could come and that there 

was a really good turnout,” 
Bell said. “It’s nice there’s a 

lot of interest from students, 
like journalism students, 

who we don’t always bring 
into our lectures.”
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Last week, the Associated Press report-
ed that Chris Perkins, who conducted 
social research for the University of Io-

wa, “warned the university … a year ago that its 
public standing was suffering from an image as a 
heavy-drinking school in which sexual assault was 
too common, according to a report obtained by the 
Associated Press that school officials have with-
held from the public.”

The warning carries significance, as college cam-
puses have been considered by some to be the no-
torious prowling ground of sexual predators, some-
times disguised as otherwise innocent nightlife 
aficionados, other times literally scrawling their 
intentions across banners.

Take for example the now infamous Old Domin-
ion University of Virginia’s fraternity chapter Sig-
ma Nu and its predatorily suggestive banners that 
were hung during the university’s welcome week in 
August 2015. The white banners read “Rowdy and 
fun, hope your baby girl is ready for a good time,” 
“Freshman Daughter Drop Off,” and “Go ahead and 
Drop Off Mom Too.”

The problem persists on the UI campus. On Mon-
day, two potential sexual assaults were anonymous-
ly reported. “According to the alert, police received a 
report of a sexual assault that occurred on the night 
of Feb. 6 in an East Side residence hall. Police also 
received a report of a separate incident on Sunday 
in a West Side residence hall,” the DI reported.  

That is not to say that universities are not work-
ing to combat the unsettling, yet prevalent, rape 
culture. The Sigma Nu chapter was academically 
disciplined by Old Dominion, and in the last few 

years, the UI has implemented a relatively impres-
sive anti-sexual-assault model. According to the 
Justice Department, this model has been imitated 
by other universities across the nation. 

But given the nature of Perkins’ formal warning to 
the university, and the university’s reputation as a 
top “party school,” a university setting in which rape 
culture tends to thrive, UI officials could do more. 
Though, it seems the administration does not want 
to, as it may hurt admissions in the coming years.

The UI has said that releasing the Perkins warn-
ing would help rival schools and “serve no public 
purpose,” according to AP. But when one takes into 
account the way in which the bid for this research 
was awarded, the whole process reeks of political 
nepotism and secrecy. With the paid amount fall-
ing just a mere $100 below the amount legally 
requiring competitive bidding ($25,000), the firm 
led by Iowa Republican Matt Strawn has been the 
beneficiary of UI dime for numerous other projects 
as well, totaling around $320,000, according to AP. 

If officials are confident in spending that much 
money on the research, they should be confident in 
the information. Even more so, it is lost to the Daily 
Iowan Editorial Board exactly how releasing informa-
tion that could potentially be used to combat a prob-
lematic culture perpetuating a history of predation 
and manipulation serves “no public purpose.” 

The UI administration has a moral duty to operate 
transparently and to operate in a means that mini-
mizes sexual assault and works to exterminate rape 
culture. If not, the university undoubtedly works to 
further alienate and jeopardize the safety of each in-
dividual student on campus.
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ISIS has suffered a se-
ries of setbacks and defeats 
significant enough to spur 
tentative optimism. What’s 
important to remember is 
that ISIS is not just occu-
pied territory but an idea. 
ISIS’s perversion of Islam is 
a force itself, and the end of 
the group will not bring an 
end to radical thought or 
extremist activities. All that 
said, things are looking a lot 
better on the ground.

In Syria, ISIS territories 
have shrank by 20 percent. 
In Iraq, it has lost 40 percent 
of its territory. With time, 
experience, and U.S. train-
ing, Iraqi special forces are 
proving increasingly com-
petent and have successful-
ly been pounding ISIS back. 
At the same time, Kurdish 
forces in northern Iraq and 
eastern Turkey are orga-
nized and have their own 
successful campaigns.

The Syrian situation 
is more difficult, because 
ISIS is one of three major 
forces fighting in the area. 
Until the civil war is end-
ed, a united front will be 
impossible to find.

Reports of large pay cuts, 
desertion, and short staffing 
in the group are indicators of 
the air campaign’s effective-
ness. The primary targets 
have been financial infra-
structure, oil refineries, and 
transportation vehicles. Just 
a year ago, ISIS was a finan-
cial powerhouse, making up 
to $50 million a month. Air 
strikes and the low cost of 
oil have undermined ISIS’s 
ability to provide for the 
people it presides over and 
pay its fighters. ISIS check-
points have smaller staffs 
or are disappearing entirely. 
As foreign fighters and man-
power become increasingly 
harder to find, ISIS will field 
smaller armies and main-
tain less territory.

The campaign against 
ISIS is a coalition effort. 

Should that effort be suc-
cessful, the insistence by the 
Obama administration not 
to field large armies on the 
ground could become a prec-
edent for future military 
endeavors. The coalition in-
stills a sense of internation-
al cooperation and urgency. 
U.S. and European air-force 
operations, combined with 
local allied field armies and 
support from neighboring 
countries (most notably 
Turkey and Jordan in the 
fight against ISIS) could be-
come the go-to foreign-policy 
solution. It certainly costs a 
lot less for the members in-
volved and offers a lot more 
agency to the war-torn re-
gions. Ideally, the aid from 
global powers will ensure a 
more stable environment af-
ter the war has ended.

What will the end of the 
war on ISIS look like? Ter-
rorism will still be a threat, 
certainly. Extinguishing the 
beacon of hatred that is ISIS 
might be a net positive for 
antiterrorism globally, but 
the attitudes of ISIS will live 
on. Stability and infrastruc-
ture is the only long-term 
solution. Syria will still be 
in shambles, and Russia will 
still exert its presence in the 
region. Careful diplomacy 
and hard stances on Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad 
should be the routes taken 
for a sustainable situation. 
Kurdish forces will undoubt-
edly look for recognition, 
and perhaps the carnage in 
Iraq could lead to the forma-
tion of a Kurdish state. That 
might be wishful thinking, 
but Iraq has a lot of rebuild-
ing to do. International pres-
sure could be effective. 

As for domestic politics, 
it’s not hard to imagine 
what Republican candi-
dates will use as replace-
ment ammunition for ISIS. 
The group has been a very 
useful buzzword in riling 
GOP crowds, and promising 
military action has been a 
surefire way to prove you’re 
a hawk in this election cycle. 
As ISIS disappears from the 
map, its legacy will still be 
felt in domestic politics. I 
hope the legacy is that of in-
ternational cooperation and 
levelheadedness over waste-
ful destruction.

Jacob Prall
jacob-prall@uiowa.edu
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Fall of ISIS could 
come soon 

Republicans candidates 
split on eminent domain 

Feb. 6 was the eighth 
Republican presidential 
debate this campaign sea-
son. As we move closer to 
the election, candidates 
are now faced with the dif-
ficult task of finding new 
differentiating opinions.

On that note, this de-
bate certainly presented 
some interesting scenar-
ios: Rubio was repeated-
ly thumped by Christie 
for lazy repetition, Ben 
Carson finally fell asleep 
while his name was called, 
and Ted Cruz tried to cov-
er his tracks regarding his 
Iowa operation claiming 
the end of the Carson cam-
paign in Iowa.

But to me, the most in-
teresting issue of all was 
the heated exchange be-
tween Donald Trump and 
former Gov. Jeb Bush that 
brought up the question of 

eminent domain. Though 
not an issue often at the 
forefront of debates, emi-
nent domain plays an im-
portant role in the Repub-
lican Party, in Iowa, and 
in this upcoming election 
with the discussion of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline.

The biggest issue with 
eminent domain now, of 
course, is the pipeline. 
That Republicans favor 
Keystone while opposing 
larger federal government 
(and eminent domain) 
proves how fundamentally 
problematic the project is.

While courts have, ac-
cording to Time, sided 
with the oil companies for 
the Keystone XL project, 
this does not take away 
from its requiring the use 
of the Fifth Amendment, 
which states, “private 
property [shall not] be tak-
en for public use without 
just compensation.”

Yet many Republi-
can candidates have ex-
pressed their concern 
and disapproval of the 
“misuse” and “abuse” of 
eminent domain. Accord-
ing to Sen. Marco Rubio’s 

campaign website, for 
example, he argues that 
“[eminent domain] is of-
ten wielded by crony cap-
italist politicians to bene-
fit wealthy and powerful 
private developers.”

While Keystone XL 
would, in theory, be de-
signed as an aspect of 
public infrastructure and 
would play a role in in-
creasing the number of 
jobs and North American 
oil production, it would 
still be pursued partial-
ly to satisfy oil lobby-
ists, a point that became 
important as Trump 
referred to booing view-
ers as “donors” and “spe-
cial-interest groups.”

Bush and Trump went 
back and forth in a pas-
sionate battle fueled by 
a booing audience. Bush 
accused Trump of using 
eminent domain for his 
personal advantage in 
building a “parking lot for 
limos” and accusing him 
of taking property from 
an “elderly woman.” Con-
versely, since the debate, 
Trump has gone after 
Bush about his brother, 

former President George 
W. Bush, using the poli-
cy of eminent domain to 
build a baseball stadium.

Whether or not Key-
stone XL (or a parking lot 
or a new baseball stadi-
um) falls under eminent 
domain may have been 
the interesting question of 
the debate on Feb. 6, but it 
wasn’t the core issue.

The question is how 
can Republicans — so op-
posed to the federal gov-
ernment limiting individ-
ual freedoms and taking 
from the private sector 
— support the actions of 
eminent domain to such 
a large extent?

As Democrats battle 
Keystone XL because of 
its environmental im-
plications, Republicans 
press on without realizing 
they are destroying their 
own platform. Whether 
eminent domain will play 
an important role in the 
next four to eight years is 
yet to be seen, but if Re-
publican candidates want 
to stand out in the coming 
months, they’re going to 
have to address it.

Joe Lane 
joseph-lane@uiowa.edu 

COLUMN

Harreld only a symptom
I’m not going to say that Univer-

sity of Iowa President Bruce Harreld 
isn’t corrupt, because we do not 
have strictly conclusive evidence to 
verify that. Nor will I say that he is, 
for exactly the same reason. When 
he took the job, I had exactly as 
much faith in him as the next guy, 
which was zero. 

Whether Harreld was complicit 
in the dubious means that got him 
hired is arguable. Knowing that the 
process that got him the job was ir-
redeemably corrupt, the most moral 
thing for Harreld to have done, 
would have been to voluntarily step 
down. Instead, he chose to remain. 
I do not know if this was a desire for 
the salary that is very significantly 
higher than that of his female 
predecessor or if it is because he 
decided to rise to the challenge set 
before him. 

Therefore, since we are stuck 
with him for the foreseeable future, 
it seems prudent to give the man a 
chance. Perhaps we are giving him 
just enough rope to hang himself, 
although, to date he seems to be 
doing a fairly decent job. I STILL have 
little confidence in Harreld, but that 
is a big increase from ZERO. You can’t 
simply reverse my opinion in a few 

short months.
My main point is the that we 

SHOULD keep an eye on Harreld, who, 
corrupt or not, needs watching by 
reason of simple in-experience. Where 
we really need to focus our efforts 
however, is on the CLEARLY corrupt 
state Board of Regents. 

In an adjunct to that would be 
Gov. Terry Braindead, or Branstad, 
who appointed most of the current 
regents and who has turned what 
should be a temporary post in to a 
decades-long kingship.

When is the last time I was invited 
to stand up against the regents? 
When is the last time that we asked 
Branstad what his agenda was? 
Everyone knows that NO ONE wanted 
Harreld, but we have him and should 
make the best of it for now. You don’t 
have to like it, I certainly don’t, but 
because he is there, we have to give 
him a fair shake. What I don’t like, 
and you shouldn’t either, is the B.S. 
the regents pulled, with the explicit 
consent of Branstad. So let’s focus 
on the PROBLEM and quit worrying 
about the symptoms until then.

 — Craig Hall

Making our state better
Caucuses are over, and now it is 

time to concentrate on making our 
STATE better.

We need good public schools. 
Extend the state school tax many 
years at full support. Use the 
ever-growing rainy-day fund for 
school repairs and helping with 
busing or after-school programs. 

We need better health care. 
Reduce administrative costs created 
by numerous insurance companies 
with their different rules and forms. 
Stop making everyone pay for indi-
gent care in ERs by entering more 
people into the federal Medicaid 
system, not pay for another layer of 
private bureaucracy.

We need clean water and 
air. Voluntary is not working, so 
legislate with penalties. Use the 
expertise of those who are doing a 
good job in our state. 

We need safe food. Increase the 
number of inspectors, and give them 
the power to demand best practices.

We need tax revenue. Increase 
the number of people working in the 
state tax department. Review ALL 
forms of tax credits to determine if 
any are still needed. Allocate more 
funds to towns for infrastructure. We 
do not need a Flint problem with our 
aging pipes.

We have the resources to be the 

first clean-energy-run state. Make 
wind turbines as major an export 
as soybeans.

Iowa can then be at the top of all 
the best-places lists.

 — Judy Pfohl

Unique items from Iowa
My name is Karam; I am a 

fourth-grader from Evansville, Indi-
ana. I was born in University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics. My class is doing 
a state report, and I chose to research 
Iowa because I was born there. For my 
presentation, I would like to include 
unique items from Iowa. If you would 
be willing, could you please publish 
this for your readers to see? For my 
project, it would be helpful to receive 
brochures, pamphlets, postcards, 
pictures, and any other special items 
about your state. 

Could you please send these items 
by March 1 to the address below?

Attn: Fourth-Grade Class
Evansville Day School
3400 N. Green River Road
Evansville, IN 47715

Thank you for your participation 
and generosity.

 — Karam Rimawi

LETTERS
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Iowa senior Johanny Sotillo performs on the high bar on Jan. 18. TheGymHawks lost to No. 13 Denver in Carver-Hawkeye, 
195.900-194.500. (The Daily Iowan/Kyle Close) 
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role in quieting very 
prolific scorers. Wichita 
State’s NBA-hopeful Ron 
Baker was held to only 7 
points in an 84-61 victory, 
and similar results have 
abounded in Big Ten play.

Clemmons held Michi-
gan State’s Bryn Forbes 
(14.3 points per game) 
to 3 and 2 points in a 
pair of huge victories, 
Maryland’s Melo Trim-
ble (14.8) to only 11, and 
Illinois’ Kendrick Nunn 
(16.7) to a season-low 6.

Mike Gesell, after spar-
ring with Clemmons for 
four years, knows better 

than anybody how tough 
Clemmons can be.

“I think he’s, if not the 
best, one of the best on-
ball defenders in the Big 
Ten, no doubt about it,” 
Gesell said. “He’s a guy 
that’s really an anchor 
for our defense; if there’s 
ever a guy we need to re-
ally shut down, we put 
him on [the guy] and tell 
him to go to work.”

Gesell plays the role of 
your typical floor-leading 
point guard, and Peter 
Jok has developed into a 
defensive playmaker in 
his own right. Clemmons, 
however, is the lockdown 
defender leading one of 
the top perimeter defenses 
in the league.

Iowa holds opponents to 

29 percent from beyond 
the arc, second in the Big 
Ten, and while Clemmons 
can take a lot of credit for 
that, head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery doesn’t want to 
leave anybody out.

“[Clemmons] has been 
terrific,” McCaffery said. 
“But I think Mike gets 
underestimated in terms 
of his ability to defend 
the point of attack. Mike 
and Anthony, they’re able 
to do that. Pete has tak-
en his game to a whole 
other level at the defen-
sive end … so the start-
ing five is very good.”

As offensively oriented 
as the Hawkeyes appear, 
defense is stressed to a 
high degree in the Carv-
er-Hawkeye walls, and the 

players share McCaffery’s 
appreciation for defense. 
Perhaps none more, howev-
er, than Clemmons.

Since the day the Michi-
gan-native stepped on cam-
pus, he had a chip on his 
shoulder. Perhaps he felt 
the sting of being spurned 
by the in-state Spartans 
and Wolverines, but regard-
less, he plays and defends 
like a player with some-
thing to prove.

“I’ve always been con-
fident at the highest lev-
el,” Clemmons said. “I 
know I’m able to guard 
just about anybody that 
I’m put up against, so 
I’m pretty confident at all 
times. Because that’s what 
I do. I prided myself since I 
stepped on campus.”

Clemmons will have 
another tough assign-
ment on Thursday with 
Indiana’s Yogi Ferrell, 

but Clemmons won’t shy 
away. He’s just another 
Hawkeye playing his role 
and playing it well.

athletes is another key to 
Iowa’s success.

“[She’s] like my moth-
er and a role model and a 
friend. Psychologist some-
times, when you need to 
talk to someone,” senior 
Johanny Sotillo said. 
“She’s always there for us.”

Sotillo is not the only 
senior on the team who 
feels she has been affect-
ed by her time with Libby.

“She really took the 
time to get to know me,” 
senior Alie Glover said. 
“She’s always believed in 
me. She’s always told me 
I’m better than even I 
think I am.”

The seniors are going on 
four years with Libby, but 

the person in the program 
who’s been with her the 
longest is assistant coach 
Caleb Phillips. He said, go-
ing on seven seasons with 
Libby, he has loved the re-
lationship they have.

After spending 2008-13 
with Iowa, Phillips took 
a one-year stint in Utah 
before Libby offered him a 
chance to come back, and 
he is grateful that she did.

“The way we gel together 
is incredible,” Phillips said. 
“If it wasn’t easy to work 
with her, if it wasn’t fun and 
engaging, there’s no way I 
would have come back.”

Libby has kept the 
GymHawks program run-
ning for a dozen years, 
and she seems to have 
loved every day with her 
athletes. This season, the 
GymHawks have kept a 
memories jar in which 

they stash anything they 
don’t want to forget.

The memories are of-
ten made on road trips, 
which, Libby said, she en-
joys more than anything.

Her favorite moments 
and memories from coach-
ing always involve the 
team, and she says that 
coming to the gym with her 
women lifts up her day.

The women also seem 
to benefit from time with 
Libby. Sotillo, who has had 
a bumpy road herself that 
Libby helped guide her 
through, summed up the ef-
fect Libby has on the team.

“I love every time we’re 
at competitions, and I 
look at her, and I com-
pletely forget that we’re 
competing,” Sotillo said. 
“[It becomes] just a great 
time, having fun, doing 
what we love.”

HAWKS
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 Time is ticking, and 

there are just six reg-
ular-season conference 
games remaining. Iowa 
followed a short two-
game winning streak 
with two-straight losses 
and has dropped in the 
conference standings.

Both of Iowa’s most 
recent losses stemmed 
from not capitalizing 
on offense in the fourth 
quarter and playing 
lackluster defense.

While the past few 
weeks haven’t been what 
the team had hoped for, 
Bluder said it’s time to 
keep moving on.

“We’re getting better, 
and that’s to be expect-
ed with a young team,” 

she said. “Good things 
are happening with our 
team. We just have to take 
the posi-
tives from 
games and 
keep stay-
ing posi-
tive with 
the team, 
and build 
on that.”

The con-
f e r e n c e 
schedule has been tough, 
however. There’s really no 
night off in the Big Ten 
with 18 games and few 
breaks in the schedule.

“It’s a bit hard keeping 
them up,” Bluder said. 
“I do think young people 
are more resilient than us 
coaches. They bounce back 
quicker, they always have 
the next day, and that’s the 
way you want them to be.”

Playing time

In its last contest 
against the Spartans, 
Bluder played her starters 
for much of the game. Dis-
terhoft played 39 minutes, 
and sophomore Whitney 
Jennings played 34.

Junior Alexa Kas-
tanek and senior Ka-
li Peschel played for a 
combined of six minutes, 
and sophomore Chris-
tina Buttenham played 
for 20 minutes.

Bluder said this rota-
tion won’t always be that 
way, but it is difficult with 
the team’s lack of depth.

“I think those are some-
times what’s happening 
within the game situa-
tions,” Bluder said. “We 
would like to use more 
people than that.”

WBB
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Bluder
head coach

Iowa guard Anthony Clemmons defends Augustana guard Jordan Spencer in 
Carver-Hawkeye  on  Nov. 6, 2015. The Vikings defeated the Hawkeyes, 76-74. (The 
Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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ETCHED IN GRANITE: 
TRUMP, SANDERS

Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a 
private donor and will appear weekly this semester. The team’s 
mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and report on 
topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and 
the United States, and to recognize the importance of a strong 
ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content. 
 
Email dailyiowanepi@gmail.com with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, intro-
duced a bipartisan bill Tuesday 
in an effort to give military sex-
ual-trauma survivors control of 
their health care.

Ernst, who is the first female 
veteran to serve in Congress 
and is a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, in-
troduced the bill, the Military 
Sexual Assault Victims Empow-
erment Act, along with four 
other senators, Claire McCaskill, 
D-Mo., Mark Kirk, R-Ill., and Bar-
bara Mikulski, D-Md.

Military sexual-trauma survi-
vors will be given the choice to 
seek care at a non-VA facility if 
they feel the VA does not match 
their needs under the legislation. 

“This bipartisan legislation 
addresses the individualized 
needs of military sexual-trauma 
s u r v i v o r s 
to ensure 
they have 
the ability 
to choose 
their own 
q u a l i t y 
and timely 
care from 
a provid-
er they 
t r u s t , ” 
Ernst said 
in a statement.

In addition, the bill would allow 
survivors to report to the Veterans 
Choice Card benefits hotline a doc-
umented or previously unreported 
sexual assault that occurred during 
their military service, which would 
allow automatic authorization to 
private care.

The University of Iowa Iowa Electronic Market is a small-scale futures market 
that uses real money that can lead to a payoff depending on economic and political 
events — including the 2016 presidential election. The stocks are based on $1.

    Here are the bids for the 2016 Presidential Vote Share Market, which is similar 
to a poll that will determine which party a voter will choose. 

    The number of votes Democrats could get has gone down since January, as 
well as the number of votes Republicans could get. According to the latest bid, 
Democrats lead with the number of votes, compared with Republicans. 

    Here are the bids for the 2016 Winner-Take-All Market, in which the prices 
in the graph are the probability of that party being chosen. According to the 
latest bid, the probability Democrats will win has gone down from January, now 
at about 63 percent. The probability for Republicans has gone slightly up from 
about 37 percent to 40 percent.
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DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN

0.598 0.630 0.635

0.485 0.538 0.539

0.478 0.469 0.467

0.393 0.402 0.400

Ernst introduces 
sexual-trauma bill

By MATTHEW JACK   |  matthew-jack@uiowa.edu

Following pre-primary poll predictions, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and business 
mogul Donald Trump swept New Hamp-
shire and cemented their first wins of the 

primary season.
Their victories both came after a strong drive 

for redemption following their performance in 
the Feb. 1 Iowa caucuses, in which both candi-
dates finished second.

Despite a tumultuous horse race leading up to 
the caucuses, Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, defied expec-
tations set by the Des Moines Register Bloomberg 
Politics pre-caucus poll and finished the night with 
an approximate 3-point margin.

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
made his victory margin seem comfortable when 
she edged past Sanders by a mere 0.2 percent-
age point of the vote.

For the Republican runner-ups, New Hampshire 
was a shot at redemption and a chance to analyze 
their mistakes in Iowa.

Trump
Donald Trump has led polls consistently since he 

announced his candidacy and even earned the Sel-
zer poll’s prediction of a win in Iowa, but many are 
pointing to his Jan. 28 debate boycott as the decid-
ing factor in undecided Iowans settling on Cruz.

In a Fox News interview with Sean Hannity, 
Trump said he thought he “didn’t have much of a 
ground game” in Iowa and would have canvassed 
the state’s 99 counties more heavily if he had 
thought he had a shot at winning.

This comes despite his caucus-night prediction 
of a “tremendous victory” in Iowa, citing the polls 
he later blamed for inflating expectations.

In another interview with Fox News political 
pundit Bill O’Reilly, the host prompted Trump to 
admit he had ignored O’Reilly’s strongly worded 
advice that skipping the debate would prove dam-

aging to his Iowa campaign.
“I’ll give you a little credit but not too much,” 

Trump conceded.
At a New Hampshire rally Monday, a female 

spectator called out a profane insult directed at 
Cruz, Trump’s strongest opponent.

Trump repeated what the woman said to the 
crowd, insisting, “I never expect to hear that from 
you again,” which drew heavy criticism from the 
media and constituents on Twitter and Facebook.

Because similarly controversial statements have 
not damaged Trump’s popularity — indeed, has 
bolstered it — Trump’s turnout in New Hampshire 
was not damaged. In preliminary polling results, 
Trump won the state’s primary with 35.1 percent.

Rubio
The third-place Iowa candidate made his excite-

ment at finishing in the top three — with a very 
narrow margin behind Trump — apparent in his 
concession speech, which was rife with victorious 
language and subtle jabs at the two front-runners.

“They told me I needed to wait my turn, that 
I needed to wait in line,” said Rubio after caucus 
results were released. “Tonight here in Iowa, the 
people in this great state sent a very clear mes-
sage … we are not waiting any longer to take our 
country back.”

Rubio was predicted to trail second place by a 
wide margin, so a very close loss to Trump could 
easily be construed as a victory for Rubio.

“I think the surprise is that Rubio has done tre-
mendously well and based upon a rapid rise in the 
last few days, I think Rubio goes away with a very 
major victory, not more so than Cruz,” said Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, in a conference call with 
reporters, who was careful to avoid endorsing any 
one candidate.

However, Rubio’s enthusiasm was tempered by 
his performance in the Feb. 6 New Hampshire de-
bate, which was universally panned as his worst.

Rubio reverted to repeating, almost verbatim, a 

“memorized 25-second speech,” said New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie, who was one of Rubio’s fiercest 
opponents that night. Rubio came in fifth in the 
New Hampshire primary.

Carson
Carson was the target of a unique campaign 

slip-up when a staffer of Cruz sent out a voice mail 
to precinct captains on the night of the caucuses 
alerting them that Carson would suspend his cam-
paign and that caucus-attendees “should not waste 
a vote on Carson and vote for Ted Cruz.”

Carson, whose campaign had already clarified 
it would not suspend operations, decried the mes-
sage as an example of “dirty tricks” Cruz used to 
win the state.

“One of the reasons I got into this race was to 
stop these deceptive and destructive practices, and 
these reports have only further steeled my resolve 
to continue …” Carson said in a prepared state-
ment.

Post-caucus, Carson’s campaign said in a press 
release, “Contrary to false media reports, Dr. Ben 
Carson is not suspending his presidential cam-
paign, which is stronger than ever. After spending 
18-consecutive days on the campaign trail, Dr. Car-
son needs to go home and get a fresh set of clothes.”

Carson repeated his last-minute decision to leave 
the caucuses as the results were trickling in when he 
left New Hampshire for South Carolina hours before 
the final precincts were due to report.

“During such a crucial campaign for America’s fu-
ture, it’s sad to see the press more preoccupied with 
dissecting the minutia of his schedule than report-
ing on his proposals to reinvigorate the country,” his 
campaign said in a press release.

Carson, who was considered a frontrunner last fall, 
came in eigth place in the New Hampshire primary 
with 2.3 percent, according to preliminary reporting.

The Daily Iowan’s Quentin Misiag contributed to 
this story.
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• Black History Month 2016, through Feb. 29, events: 
visit http://csil.uiowa.edu/multicultural/month/
black-history-month/
• Graduate Student Support Group, noon, University 
Counseling Service, S3223 Westlawn
• Courtney Stanford, STEM education innovations, 12:30 
p.m., W228 Chemistry Building
• Internships With the Des Moines Center & the 
Washington Center, 12:30 p.m., 74 Schaeffer
• Anatomy/Cell Biology Seminar, Mason Sweat & Amy 
Young, 1 p.m., 1-561 Bowen
• Staff Council Meeting, 2:30 p.m., 2520D University 
Capitol Center
• Tippie RISE: Experiential Learning, 2:30 p.m., 

S401 Pappajohn
• Intern Abroad Presentation, 3:30 p.m., 2390 
University Capitol Center
• Know the Law. Know your Rights, Student Legal 
Services, 6 p.m., IMU Second-Floor Ballroom
• Bo Atlas, tuba, 8 p.m., University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• Food and Fadwa, Mainstage, 8 p.m., Theater Building 
Thayer Theater

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Wednesday February 10, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Discussions will backfire, and they could 
cause unrest and uncertainty. Put greater emphasis on gathering in-
formation and sorting through your thoughts and plans for the future. 
Now is not the time to share your plans. Learn from mistakes.  
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You will land on your feet, so don’t be 
afraid to take a leap of faith. An opportunity will be too good to walk 
away from. Be open to ideas, and make plans for romance. A subtle 
physical change will draw favorable attention. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t be too willing to accommodate 
others. You’ll end up learning a lesson that will be costly emotionally 
as well as financially. Focus on stabilizing your life, not making it more 
complex and uncertain. Make self-improvement your goal. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): A positive attitude will help everything fall 
into place, but mental concentration is what will take you to the top. A 
change to your residence will motivate you to exercise your creativity. 
Love is in the stars. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A change of plans or doing things differently 
will help you realize what you want to do next. Don’t follow the crowd 
when it comes to free time and relaxation. Do what suits you instead of 
trying to please everyone else.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Put a little pleasure back into your life. Sign 
up for something enjoyable, or plan to dine out with someone you love. 
A relationship will benefit if you openly discuss your personal plans. A 
young person could spark an idea that will change your life. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Listen to others, but don’t give in to unrea-
sonable demands. It’s up to you to look out for your interests and bring 
about the changes that will benefit you. Self-improvement and your 
general well-being should take top priority. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t let an iffy situation turn into a mas-
sive argument. Try to get involved in activities or organizations work-
ing toward a cause you believe in. Your innovative input will buy you 
respect and recognition. Follow your heart; romance is encouraged.  
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you brag or make promises, you 
had better be able to live up to the expectations you set. If you aren’t 
honest, someone will call your bluff and make you look bad. Stick close 
to home, and take care of personal interests.  
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Success is within your reach. Love and 
romance will contribute to personal gains. Do what you feel is best for 
you, and if you give those around you the same freedom, you will enjoy 
the rewards that come your way. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): An important relationship will be chal-
lenged. Look at the situation realistically and you will come up with a 
solution that can ease tension. Don’t lose sight of your goals, but be 
willing to compromise to keep the peace. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotions will surface, and ultimatums will 
be issued. Work within the parameters you have been given, and you 
will prove that you are capable when it comes to figuring out the best 
way to go. Romance will lead to an unusual experience.

Know Your Ledge 
Author

• I am quick to anger, and I 
need to learn how to be more 

patient, and I need to learn how 
RIGHT DAMN NOW.

• Sometimes, I’ll look at the 
man in the mirror and think, 
“Thank goodness I’m not that 

guy. Oh, but wait, that guy’s got 
a Hardee’s Hot Ham ’N’ Cheese. 
The combo. With curly fries and 
a Mellow Yellow. I totally wan-
na be that guy.” Then, I realize 
that I am that guy. Which just 

goes to show you that a person’s 
dreams can come true.

• I’ve felt much better about my 
finances since inventing my own 
form of currency last month and 

converting all my U.S. dollars 
into Juhlian dankdongs. I am, 
for sure, the dankdongiest guy 
you’ll ever meet, so be sure to 
drop me a line if you’re ever in 

need of a dankdong.

• Most of my friends hated it 
when we went to the trendy 

Nonalcoholic Beverages Only 
Bar in Las Vegas, but I drank 

the Kool-Aid.

• Whenever I go out to eat with 
any person or group, 95 percent 

of my faculties are spent on 
worrying how I’ll be judged 
if I order an appetizer as my 
meal. That is, of course, until 
we order. Then, 95 percent of 

my faculties are spent fighting 
the guilt of having ordered two 

appetizers as my meal.

Andrew R. Juhl invites you 
to learn more at tonight’s 

SUPERQUIZ at Micky’s from 
10 p.m.-midnight.

You can lead a man to Congress, but you can’t make him think.
— Milton Berle

KRUI  
     programming

WEDNESDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
9:30 A.M.-11 UWIN
12 NEWS AT NOON
1-2 OFF THE IVY
2-3 THE NFL
3-4 LITTLE ASIAN IN IOWA
4-5 ROUND RIVER RADIO
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 PAT’S PICKS
8-9 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HYBRID MOMENTS
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By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

The Iowa wrestling team is 
teetering between regular sea-
son and postseason.

With only one dual left of the 
regular season before National 
Duals, the Big Ten Champion-
ships, and the NCAA Cham-
pionships, the Hawkeyes are 
gearing up for their favorite 
time of the year.

Iowa will make a trip to 
Montana State-Northern for 
the first time in school history. 
The only other time the two 
teams have wrestled each oth-
er was in 1996, when they met 
up in Great Falls, Montana.

Associate head coach Terry 
Brands was the connection to 
Montana State-Northern; he 
served as an assistant coach 
there from 2001-02.

“We look to get out and pro-
mote, and we haven’t been out 
West,” head coach Tom Brands 
said. “Terry coached [North-
ern coach] Tyson Thivierge at 
Montana State-Northern, and 
it just comes together.”

Hawkeyes who have nev-
er been to Montana, such as 
Brandon Sorensen and Sam-
my Brooks, see it is a great 
opportunity to travel and get 
ready for the postseason.

“It’s one more place we get 
to go and whup some tail,” 
Brooks said.

Sorensen said, “It should be 
fun,” and he “would go any-
where to wrestle.”

Changes in National Duals 
format

This year’s National Duals 

will take place at eight Big 
Ten schools on Feb. 21, Iowa, 
Penn State, Ohio State, Mich-
igan, Rutgers, Minnesota, Ne-
braska, and Indiana.

Seven teams outside the 
Big Ten — each the dual-sea-
son champion of seven confer-
ences — will face off against 
one of the host teams, along 
with a wild card. The teams 
will be selected after the last 
regular-season matchups take 
place this weekend.

“I think the way to get the 
best-billed matchup would be 
to have a championship that 
pits the two best teams,” Brands 
said. “Is there a better way to do 

it? I think we’ll give this thing a 
chance and then evaluate.”

As Brands suggested, the 
new format does not allow for 
the Hawkeyes to see competi-
tion from fellow powerhouse 
Penn State until the Big Ten 
Championships.

“I think it kind of sucks that 
we can’t dual everybody. It’s 
not really a dual tournament, 
but if it works out, it works 
out,” Brooks said.

Rankings updates

Four Iowa wrestlers sit 
atop the Intermat rankings. 
Nathan Burak is No. 4 at 

197 pounds, and Cory Clark 
is ranked No. 3 at 133. Both 
Thomas Gilman and Sorensen 
hold No. 2 spots in their weight 
classes of 125 and 149.

Two more wrestlers, Alex 
Meyer and Sam Stoll, are in 
the top 10 of their weights, 
Meyer at 10 and Stoll at 7.

Two more, making eight 
total, are in the top 20: Ed-
win Cooper Jr. (18) and Sam-
my Brooks (12).

The team remains ranked 
No. 2 in the most recent 
coaches’ poll, where it has 
been for just about the entire 
season. Penn State remains 
at the top spot.

By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

Iowa women’s gymnastics is one of 
the hottest programs in the nation. It 
is 3-0 in Big Ten competition, includ-
ing this past weekend’s defeat of No. 
14 Nebraska.

Head coach Larissa Libby, who leads 
the GymHawks, is in her 16th year with 
the program, 12th as the head coach.

The GymHawks have consistently been  
successful under Libby, but the road she 
has taken began in an eventful way.

“I was nine months pregnant [when 
the head coach left] …  I didn’t want 
to be a head coach at that point,” Lib-
by said. “I didn’t feel 
like I was ready.”

The team’s success 
following Libby’s be-
coming head coach 
seemed to suggest she 
was ready.

Over the course of 
her career, she has 
coached a mass of Ac-
ademic All-Americans 
and nationally elite gymnasts. Ev-
ery All-Championship team member 
Iowa has produced has come under 
Libby’s guidance.

This season, the Hawkeyes are No. 
26 in the country and have a high 
score that only 13 teams have bested.

A key to the smoothly operating sys-
tem is the relationship Libby estab-
lishes with her assistant coaches.

“I haven’t worked for somebody who 
is so encouraging,” assistant coach 
Jennifer Green said. “She’s also given 
me a lot of ownership of what I get to 
do … When I first came here, I was not 
the beam coach. For her to allow me 
to do balance beam, and that was her 
event at the time? It’s huge.”

Libby and her staff have developed 
a very team-oriented squad. The rela-
tionship she has established with her 

Hawk wrestlers head to Montana

SPORTS
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By KYLE MANN | kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

There is a popular belief 
going around this year’s 
college basketball season 

that states there is no “great 
team” to be anointed the favor-
ite to win the NCAA Tourna-
ment. While that may be true, 
there is only one team that 
sits in top 15 of both offensive 
and defensive efficiency.

Iowa’s offense has been re-
markable in the 2015-16 sea-

son, coming in as the sixth-most 
efficient team in the country. Al-
most as impressive, however, has 
been the 11th-best defense.

Plenty is said about Jarrod 
Uthoff and his lanky arms 
with his Big Ten-leading 2.9 
blocks per game, and we all 
know about the 7-foot Adam 
Woodbury has been hogging re-
bounds in recent weeks. What 
doesn’t get as much attention 
is that Anthony Clemmons has 
routinely put the clamps down 

on some of the conference’s 
most lethal guards.

Clemmons began the year 
not necessarily as a forgotten 
man but as the point guard 
who wasn’t quite the real point 
guard. Still, the two-point sys-
tem has worked splendidly on 
the offensive end, and Clem-
mons has made a significant 
impact as a defender. All sea-
son long, he has played a large 
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(The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

SEE HAWKS, 5

GymHawks’ 
Rock of 
Gibraltar

Libby
head coach

NOTEBOOK

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

No. 7 Ohio State will roll into town 
Thursday, and the Hawks have a big 
challenge to face. The Buckeyes are 
first in the conference.

Iowa’s biggest challenge will come from 
Ohio State guards Kelsey Mitchell and 
Ameryst Alston.

Mitchell averages 36.4 minutes per 
game and averages 25.8 points per game. 
Her scoring average ranks 
second in the Big Ten, on-
ly 3 points behind Rachel 
Banham of Minnesota, 
which Iowa will face on 
Feb. 15 in Minneapolis.

Ameryst also aver-
ages 18.6 points per 
game. Both of the play-
ers combined make up 
more than 50 percent of 
Ohio State’s scoring. The 
two guards also average 
more points each than Iowa’s leading 
scorer, junior Ally Disterhoft.

“They just work so well together,” Iowa 
head coach Lisa Bluder said. “They’ve been 
really fun to watch.”

The Buckeyes average 73.1 points per 
game, while the Hawks average 69.8.

Iowa has faced two of the players in 
the top five in scoring average and has 
had a difficult time locking either athlete 
down. The Hawks’ defense has been a bit 
slow lately, especially when it matters in 
the second half.

“People ask me ‘How do you stop Kelsey 
Mitchell?’ ” Bluder said. “That’s like saying 
how do you keep the Sun from rising in the 
morning. You can’t; it’s almost impossible.”

The head coach noted that the Hawks 
will need to provide help from the ath-
letes who aren’t scoring as much and 
taking as many shots.

“It’s obviously an incredible basketball 
team coming in,” Bluder said. “We have a 
big challenge ahead of us this week.”

Moving on from its losses

SEE WBB, 5

Hawks face 
challenging 
Buckeyes

Mitchell
Ohio State guard

Iowa’s Sammy Brooks takes a 14-4 major decision against Purdue’s Tanner Lynde in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 22. The No. 2 Hawkeyes boiled Purdue, 39-4. 
(Daily Iowan/Karley Finkel)

SHUTDOWN
SHERIFF

SEE MBB, 5

NOTEBOOK
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