
By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

The Republican presidential field is 
down to nine.

Two days after the Iowa caucuses, 
Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul and former 
Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum an-
nounced they will suspend their 2016 
presidential campaigns.

In an interview Wednesday evening on 
Fox News’ “On the Record,” Santorum — 
who was the Iowa caucus winner in 2012 
— announced he would end his 2016 

By BEN POSS
benjamin-poss@uiowa.edu

When her father asked her 
what she was doing the other 
day, Ellie Capaldo replied sim-
ply,  “Being awesome.” 

The answer reflects the 
positive attitude of one child 
Dance Marathon has touched 
in recent years. 

Ellie was 20 months old 
when she was diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 
Now, at the age of 5, she is on 
the road to being officially de-
clared in remission. 

The journey hasn’t always 
been easy for the family of four, 
which includes parents Nick 
and Amanda Capaldo, along 
with 8-year-old sister Addison. 

“Our perspective has 
changed tremendously,” Nick 
Capaldo said. “I had heard of 
childhood cancer, but I’d never 

thought twice about it. Now 
that we’ve been in it, it has 
just been amazing how it’s 
helped us as far as our change 
in perspective.”

He credits Dance Marathon 
with making countless hospital 
trips easier for his family. 

“The knowledge that any 
number of students will drop 
anything they’re doing and 
come hang out with our daugh-
ter at the hospital is just amaz-
ing,” he said. “It made the expe-
rience of being in the hospital 
more enjoyable.” 

In fact, Ellie has been known 
to look forward to her hospital 
trips because she wants to see 
her Dance Marathon buddies 
so bad. 

University of Iowa pediatrics 
Professor Sue O’Dorisio, Ellie’s 
oncologist, said she’s inspired 
by the girl’s positive spirit. 

“If you saw her coming into 

our clinic, you’d say, ‘Why is 
that child coming into our clin-
ic?’ O’Dorisio said. “She doesn’t 
look sick and doesn’t act sick. 

She’s doing her thing. She’s 
happy when she comes in and 
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By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

African-American students on campus 
will have the chance to participate in a 
new, unique community next fall.

University of Iowa students in the res-
idence halls live together in living-learn-
ing communities — groups of people who 
have similar majors, interests, or hobbies. 
Next year, the UI will pioneer its first 
such group specific to a race.

The Young, Gifted, and Black group 
will be open to African-American stu-
dents, located on one 
co-ed floor in Slater 
Hall, housing around 
40 students.

“This came from a 
proposal that some 
current students wrote 
for us,” said Amy 
Baumgartner, the as-
sistant director of resi-
dence education for UI 
Residence Life. “We took a look at it, 
and it was an amazing proposal, so we 
wanted to make a commitment to the 
students to make it happen.”

The UI is including the community in 
its marketing to prospective students as 
they sign up for housing for the 2016-17 
year. University officials are also sending 
out mailings to students who identify as 
African American to inform them that 
they are eligible for the community, if 
they are interested.

But not all African-Americans stu-

Black 
group 
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Counterfeit bills 
hit area

By GAGE MISKIMEN  |  gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

Iowa City residents reaching into their wallets may find a coun-
terfeit bill nestled among their authentic ones because of an 
influx of fake money in the area during the past few weeks.

Iowa City police Detective Dave Gonzalez said the area has al-
ways seen some amount of counterfeit money, but now, it sees more.

“I don’t know why there’s an increase here or in Cedar Rapids,” 
he said. “We are working on the investigation and still trying to 
piece this all together as far as where the money is coming from.”

A few weeks ago, the Cedar Rapids police reported an amount of 
around $3,000 of counterfeit money recovered so far. Gonzalez said 
Iowa City police’s numbers are higher than usual as well, with the 
most common counterfeit bills being $100 bills. So far, he said, the 
police have collected $1,500.

Coralville police Lt. Shane Kron reported higher counterfeit ac-
tivity as well and said the police have recovered a couple $100 bills 
per day.

In recent weeks, there has been an increase of counterfeit money in 
the Iowa City area.
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“When we get hit with 
counterfeits, we usually 
get hit a lot in a short 
amount of time, and this 
is the pattern we usual-
ly get hit with,” 
Kron said. 
“This time just 
seems longer 
than usual.”

While the 
Secret’s Ser-
vice is in charge of pro-
tecting the president, it 
also investigates cases 
in which counterfeit 
money is involved. The 
United States created 
the agency in July 1865 
to fight counterfeit mon-
ey. It wasn’t until 1901, 
after the assassination 
of President William 
McKinley, that the agen-
cy became the protectors 
of sitting presidents.

In 2013, the Secret 
Service collected more 
than $88 million of fake 
cash.

North Liberty police 
Sgt. Tyson Landsgard 
said the town hasn’t 
seen numbers similar to 
Iowa City’s, Coralville’s, 
or Cedar Rapids’.

“We’ve only seen two re-
ports,” he said. “But we’ve 
informed our businesses 
that this is going on.”

Gonzalez said it’s im-
portant for retailers and 
restaurants to be aware 
of the increase.

“Retailers should 
know how to use the 
counterfe i t -detect ing 
pens,” he said. “If you 
mark a bill and it turns 
brown, it’s a good bill. If 

it turns black, it’s bad.”
Gonzalez noted that 

using a pen isn’t the 
best way to detect a 
counterfeit.

“The pen isn’t a sure 
way to know if the bill is 
fake,” he said. “Starches 
in the paper of the bill 
can make it a hit or miss.”

Gonzalez said the best 
way to recognize the dif-
ference between a real 
and fake bill is by look-
ing for security features.

“Watermarks and color 
strips are security fea-
tures to look at right off 
the bat,” he said. “There 
are a lot of security fea-
tures on the bill that are 
hard to replicate.”

The Secret Service 
attributes advance-

ment in technology, 
growing access to scan-
ning and printing de-
vices, and adoption of 
U.S. currency by oth-
er nations as possible 
causes of the increase.

The Secret Service’s 
job is to track counter-
feit money and work 

with local 
areas where 
there are 
increases in 
the amount 
of fake 
bills being 

passed around.
Gonzalez said most 

of the calls the agency 
gets about counterfeit 
money come from retail-
ers and banks.

“Just like in any in-
vestigation, you go 
backwards and see 
where the bill came 
from,” he said. “I don’t 
want to say it’s easy or 
difficult; it all depends 
on what we can prove.”

presidential campaign; he 
threw his support to Florida 
Sen. Marco Rubio.

Santorum, 57, said he 
was looking a candidate 
that “really espoused the 
values that we believed in” 
and could bring together 
conservatives.

“He is a tremendously 
gifted young man, and he is 
a leader,” Santorum said. 

Karen Fesler, a staffer on 
Santorum’s national cam-
paign who helped pave the 
way to his win in 2012, told 
The Daily Iowan she was 
disappointed Santorum 
ended his campaign, but un-
derstood why.

“We felt like we were go-
ing to have a good night on 
Monday night, but obvious-
ly, we didn’t,” she said. 

Fesler said she supports 
Santorum’s decision to en-

dorse Rubio, as “they are 
very similar in what they 
believe and in their values.”

However, the political ac-
tivist from Coralville said 
Rubio still has a long way 
to go.

“Iowa caucuses were the 
first step in a 50-step pro-
cess, but we wish him all the 
best,” she said.

Paul, who also suspended 
his campaign Wednesday 
morning, only garnered 
4.5 percent of the vote in 
Monday’s caucuses; Texas 
Sen. Ted Cruz came out on 
top with 27.6 of the pre-
liminary votes.

Paul, whose father 
Ron Paul ran in 2012 
and finished third in 
Iowa, had been polling 
in the single digits and 
running low on cash.

“It’s been an incredible 
honor to run a principled 
campaign for the White 
House,” Rand Paul said in a 
statement. “Today, I will end 
where I began, ready and 

willing to fight for the cause 
of Liberty.”

The decision to pull the 
plug on Paul’s first presi-
dential bid just two days af-
ter the caucuses was a stun-
ning blow to the campaign’s 
Iowa operations, sources 
close to the Iowa campaign 
told the DI Wednesday.

Several staffers who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity in order to talk 
openly, said they had expect-
ed the campaign to continue 
past the Feb. 9 New Hamp-
shire primary.

Paul had whipped up 
more than 330 endorse-
ments in New Hampshire, 
including many former 
staffers to his father’s 
2012 bid.

After a disappointing fin-
ish in the state’s caucuses, 
he was expected to continue 
into New Hampshire rather 
than drop out, aides said at 
the time.

In the Jan. 30 Des Moines 
Register/Bloomberg Politics 

poll, Paul was at 5 percent. 
Republican Donald Trump 
led that poll with 28 per-
cent, and now-Iowa caucus 
winner Ted Cruz was at 23 
percent.

With 602 Republican like-
ly caucus-goers surveyed, 
there is a margin of error of 
plus or minus 4 percent.

In addition to Paul and 
Santorum dropping out of 
the 2016 presidential race, 
two other candidates have 
ended their campaigns. 

Former Maryland Gov. 
Martin O’Malley, who was 
vying for the Democratic 
presidential nomination, 
announced he was suspend-
ing his campaign on caucus 
night. Former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee, who 
was also the 2008 caucus 
winner, also dropped out 
Monday night as a result of 
the caucuses.

Daily Iowan political re-
porter Quentin Misiag con-
tributed to this article.

happy when she goes out.” 
In addition to visiting 

Ellie at the hospital, Dance 
Marathon has assisted the 
family by paying $1,000 of 

their pharmacy prescrip-
tion co-pays each year, giv-
ing them restaurant gift 
cards so that the parents 
can go out to eat while they 
visit the hospital, and pro-
viding Ellie with a schol-
arship should she choose 
to attend the University of 
Iowa when she gets older. 

Nick Capaldo said he 
has endless gratitude for 
the organization and that 
he can’t imagine doing the 
things Dance Marathon 
students are doing when 
he was in college. 

“Every time I sit and 
think about it, it blows 
me away how much these 

students do,” he said. “The 
work that they do on and 
individual level … They 
are breathing life into kids.

“We look out at the 
crowd of 2,000 plus danc-
ers and think, they [Ellie 
and Addison] have 2, 000 
plus brothers and sisters 
out there.”

dents would necessarily opt 
to join a race-specific com-
munity. UI freshman Aus-
tin Hughes, who is African 
American, said he would not 
have been interested.

“I come from a diverse 
place, so I couldn’t see my-
self living with one specific 
group of people,” he said. “I 
thrive on diversity of back-
grounds and thought, but 

I could see how it would be 
good for people who have 
trouble finding people who 
look like them.”

However, Baumgartner 
said she has heard from sev-
eral current African-Ameri-
can students that they wish 
this group had been an op-
tion when they lived in the 
residence halls.

“We heard loud and 
clear from the students 
that there are a lot of Af-
rican-American students 
who feel marginalized, so 
it’s to give them a place 

where they feel at home 
and their identity is sup-
ported,” Baumgartner said. 
“Not every student identi-
fies that way will want to 
live there, but it’s an option 
for those who do.”

Any new community is 
required to be associated 
with an academic depart-
ment, so “Young, Gifted, 
and Black” will collaborate 
with the African American 
Studies department. In 
Slater, they will be located 
near the Afro-American 
Cultural Center. 

Baumgartner said offi-
cials want to include fac-
ulty and staff as mentors 
and reach out to student 
groups so upperclassmen 
can get to know the stu-
dents in the community.

Because it is the first of 
its kind, some people on 
campus look forward to see 
how the group turns out.

“It could be like other af-
finity groups on campus,” 
said Raven Robinson, a 
Burge assistant coordina-
tor. “It’ll be a new and en-
lightening experience.”
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‘When we get hit with counterfeits, we usually get hit a lot in a short 
amount of time and this is the patterm we usually get hit with.’

—  Coralville police Lt. Shane Kron



By BEAU BOWMAN
beau-bowman@uiowa.edu

Iowa City is a city of cy-
cling. During all seasons, 
one may see cyclists bik-
ing all around the city — 
in the street, through the 
snow. They’re everywhere. 
And there will be even 
more this fall.

On Jan. 29, officials an-
nounced that the Union 
Cycliste Internationale Io-
wa City will host the Cyc-
lo-Cross World Cup on Sept. 
24 at the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds, the site of the 
Jingle Cross races. 

Cyclo-cross is a bicy-
cle race in which cyclists 
race several laps around 

a dirt — sometimes mud 
—  track. Iowa City’s Cyc-
lo-cross event, Jingle Cross, 
is the largest race of its 
kind in the United States.

The first event of the 
World Cup will be held on 
Sept. 21 in Las Vegas, and 
then cyclists will travel to 
Iowa City before heading 
to Europe to finish the last 
seven events. 

Geoff Perrill, the owner 
of Geoff’s Bike and Ski, 816 
S. Gilbert St., and an avid 
biker, said the impact the 
event will have on the city 
and his shop will be great.

“The spectator turn-
out will be great,” he said. 
“There are going to be peo-
ple from all over the coun-

try and a lot from Europe 
as well. All the hotels will 
fill up, and it will be like a 
home football game. Except 
that it’s spread out over 
three days.”

The push for the World 
Cup to be held in Iowa City 
started in November 2015, 
when Josh Schamberger, 
the president of the Iowa 
City/Coralville Area Con-
vention and Visitors Bu-
reau, Jingle Cross founder 
John Meehan, and City 
Manager Tom Markus, 
traveled to Belgium to put 
in their bid to host the Cyc-
lo-Cross World Cup.

Schamberger spoke 
about how Iowa City was 
able to receive the bid.

“We beat out the other cit-
ies bidding for the competi-
tion because of Jingle Cross,” 
he said. “The organizers of 
that had great exposure of 
the event, which led it to 
become the biggest amateur 
event in the United States.”

He also talked about the 
exposure this event would 
bring to Iowa City. 

“We estimate there will 
be about 15,000 people 
coming into the city,” he 
said. “The event will also 
be on about 8 million tele-
visions all across Europe 
as well, and we hope that 
can really make Iowa City 
stand out.” 

Meehan said this event 
will show Iowa City to 

the world.
“I’m really excited to see 

this event come to Iowa 
City,” he said. “It’s a great 
chance to showcase this 

great city and show the 
world what Iowa is made 
of, and bringing a World 
Cup here is a step in the 
right direction.”
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Cyclo-Cross event heads to Iowa City

By ANIS SHAKIRAH MOHD 
MUSLIMIN
anisshakirah-mohdmuslimin@uiowa.edu

February is not only the 
month of acknowledging 
love for that special some-
one, it is also the month of 
loving those in need. 

The Crisis Center of 
Johnson County official-
ly launched “Spread the 
Love” on Monday — a 
one-month campaign to 
increase donations of pea-
nut butter and jelly to the 
organization’s Food Bank, 
said Jay Capron, the com-
munications coordinator at 
the Crisis Center. 

“If you have a can of tu-
na, and you open it up, it’s 
good for one serving, but for 
peanut butter, you can make 
that last,” he said. “It’s a very 
important protein for the 
families in our community, 
and a lot of them depend on 
this as their sole protein to 
feed their families.”

He said the community 
could get involved in the 
campaign either by dropping 
off peanut butter and jelly 
at 1121 Gilbert Court or by 
starting their own drive. 

“People have been think-
ing that the nonprofits are 
on a holiday and there is 
sort of a lull after the New 
Year’s started,” Capron 
said. “But the demand stays 
around, and we try to find 
creative ways to help fill the 
food banks.”

He said he believes there 
is a food crisis in Johnson 
County, and it is linked 
to the high cost of hous-
ing. People are forced into 
spending their income on 
housing and less is left over 
for food. 

Capron said the Cri-
sis Center will conduct 
more drives in the coming 
months. Among those will 
be the “Shower the Center” 
campaign in April and the 
“Fan Club” campaign, which 
aims to help people without 
air-conditioning stay cool in 
the scorching summer. 

Amy Hospodarsky, the 
community relations man-

ager at Iowa City MidWest 
One Bank said, bank offi-
cials got involved with the 
campaign as a way to give 
back to the Crisis Center 
and to increase awareness 
of its newly installed auto-
matic teller machine at 500 
S. Clinton St.

“For every transaction 
that happens on that ma-
chine in February, we’re do-
nating a jar of peanut but-
ter and a jar of jelly to the 
Crisis Center,” she said. 

Kathryn Wallace, a 
volunteer at the center’s 
Food Bank, said she has 
been volunteering for the 
Crisis Center for almost 
four years.  

“If you want to give some-
thing back, this is the best 
place to do that,” she said. 
“I’ve done a lot of volunteer-
ing jobs, and I’ve never felt 
anything like it’s a concrete 
thing that I’m doing, and 
I’m happy to be there.”

Food Bank ramps up 

Geoff’s Bike and Ski Shop is seen on Wednesday. The Cyclo-Cross World Cup event will 
come to Iowa City this fall. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins) 
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On Jan. 26, Donald Trump held a rally in the 

Field House, attended by some 1,900 students 
and community members. Members of the 
Hawkeye football and wrestling teams joined 
Trump on stage as a way to show their support 
of him as a candidate. Was this a great moment 
in Hawk sorts history, one for fans and commu-
nity members to remember with pride for years 
to come? Definitely not. 

The athletes also presented Trump with a 
black and gold jersey with “TRUMP” printed on 
the back. According to Iowa Athletics Director 
Gary Barta, there were no violations of NCAA 
rules, because the jersey presented to Trump 
was not an official Iowa jersey. But my response 
to this is — who’s to know? It looks like an offi-
cial Iowa jersey to me, and if someone isn’t ed-
ucated on all of the details of what happened, 
they may see these athletes essentially endors-
ing Trump and think that this is reflective of 
the football team as a whole or even of the stu-
dent body as a whole.

The team members who got up on stage with 
Trump were not representative of the team at 
all, considering there were no athletes of color. 
Obviously, they are even less representative of 
students as a whole, considering they were all 
male and all white. 

Now, other members of the team, or students 
who may be in classes with these players, have 
to stomach the fact that they support of a rac-
ist, sexist, homophobic leader. 

I understand that the football players can 
support whomever they wish, and I support 
their right to do so. However, it may have be-
hooved them to consider how this action of pub-
licly endorsing Trump would reflect on them 
and the university. And maybe I shouldn’t be 
surprised that a selection of our athletes choose 
to support such a degrading, hateful person, 
considering the stereotype of athletes being 
dumb jocks. 

But is it so bad for me to want this stereo-
type to not be true? All I can say is thank you 
to the rest of the football team that refused to 
join their teammates at the rally and the rest of 
the student body that makes an accurate repre-
sentation of our campus decidedly anti-Trump. 

    

— by Hannah Soyer
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Were Hawkeyes right to back Trump?
COLUMN

Arguably, one of the few 
blemishes on presidential 
hopeful and Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders’s run for the 
presidency is his lack-there-
of foreign-policy experience. 
Perhaps, it can be argued, 
this can be cushioned with 
a more than adept presi-
dential cabinet, alleviating 
the burden of the major role 
that United States plays in 
international relations from 
his ever-hunched shoulders. 

It has been argued that 
his adversary in the Dem-
ocratic nomination, former 
Secretary of State Hilary 
Clinton, is more adept in 
handling such tasks. 

However, the two do meet 
in one issue on the topic, both 
amounting to a significant 
flaw in Democratic rhetoric: 
the endorsement of the use 
of targeted drone strikes 
across the Middle East, pre-
dominately in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and Yemen.

The targeted killing 
program, most often car-
ried out through the use of 
drone aircraft and expand-
ed in operation under the 
Obama administration, is 
the assassination of sus-
pected or confirmed terror-
ist individuals by the Unit-
ed States outside of judicial 
procedure or a battlefield. 

The thought of strategical-
ly and precisely killing indi-
viduals whose sole intent is to 
organize and strike against 
innocent Americans could 
be enticing to some, but the 
reality is quite the contrary.

In a New York Times arti-
cle published in April 2015, 
Scott Shane writes, “Every 
independent investigation 
of the strikes has found far 
more civilian casualties 
than administration offi-
cials admit. Gradually, it has 
become clear, that when op-
erators in Nevada fire mis-
siles into remote tribal ter-
ritories on the other side of 
the world, they often do not 

know who they are killing 
but are making an imperfect 
best guess.”

At times, these imperfect 
best guesses yield abhorrent 
results. According to the 
Huffington Post, between, 
“January 2012 and Febru-
ary 2013, U.S. special-opera-
tions air strikes killed more 
than 200 people. Of those, 
only 35 were the intended 
targets.” Defending the pro-
gram seems to be a tough 
endeavor to endure. 

Michael Crowley, when 
writing for Time in Jan-
uary 2014, commented 
on Clinton’s foreign-pol-
icy record, which he de-
scribed as “unapologeti-
cally hawkish,” and went 
further to state that “she 
backed intervention in 
Libya, and her State De-
partment helped enable 
Obama’s expansion of 
lethal drone strikes. In 
fact, Clinton may have 
been the administration’s 
most reliable advocate for 
military action.”

Sanders commented in 
an NBC “Meet the Press” 
interview, “Look, a drone is 
a weapon. When it works 
badly, it is terrible, and it 
is counterproductive. When 
you blow up a facility or a 
building which kills wom-
en and children, you know 
what? … It’s terrible,” but 
later in the interview stated 
he would be comfortable uti-
lizing the weapon.

Any president who choos-
es to perpetuate the em-
barrassing counterterror-
ism endeavor that the U.S. 
targeted killing program 
has amounted to will un-
doubtedly become not only 
an agent of anti-American 
agitation but an agent of the 
continued disillusionment 
of the greater peace-loving 
American public.

Drone strikes are not a 
low-fatality alternative to 
war. Instead, it is a clum-
sy and lethal program that 
terrorizes remote villages 
throughout the Middle East 
and southern Asia. Sanders 
and Clinton should take a 
second look at the implica-
tions of their statements on 
this issue before claiming to 
be any degree of a progres-
sive presidential candidate.

Jack Dugan
John-dugan@uiowa.edu
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Drones should 
be an issue

It’s not often we think 
about the demographics 
of students at our univer-
sity. We have been prone 
to think that most of the 
students are usually from 
our own state and a small 
portion are from elsewhere. 
This is becoming less and 
less true, however. The 
rise in the number of non-
residents attending the 
University of Iowa not only 
brings in increased revenue 
but a more diverse popula-
tion as well. 

The estimated cost of 
living on campus for the 
2016-17 school year at the 
university is $18,658 for 
Iowa residents and $38,746 
for nonresidents. That is 

a pretty big difference. To 
make that even more in-
teresting, in this most re-
cent class of students, 47 
percent are Iowa residents, 
and 30 percent are Illinois 
residents. That’s a lot of 
money coming in from Il-
linois students. The rest? 
Twelve percent are from 
other states, and 11 percent 
are international. 

The number of inter-
national students has in-
creased from 2,982 in 2010 
to 4,540 in 2015, and the 
biggest group of those stu-
dents come from China. 
According to CNN, Chinese 
students pay an estimated 
$70 million a year in tuition 
at the University of Iowa 
and put an estimated $100 
million into the local econo-
my. At the UI, the number 
of Chinese students out-
number the combined Af-
rican-American and Latino 
student population.

However, this shouldn’t 
be considered a bad thing. 
There are many, many ben-
efits in having a diverse 

student population. Most 
of the time, it doesn’t be-
come clear to students how 
culturally aware they can 
become until they take a 
look at our campus. There 
are a lot of different student 
organizations, but are there 
enough to accommodate 
the large number of differ-
ent cultures?

This is an entirely 
different question that 
might never be fulfilled. 
There might not ever be 
a sufficient solution, but 
the university should en-
sure that if it welcomes 
this many out-of-state 
students and internation-
al students, they need to 
have adequate resources. 

The UI enrolls the small-
est percentage of in-state 
students of the three state 
universities. Out-of-state 
students receive the ma-
jority of the institutional 
aid. Last year, Iowa gave 
out $64.7 million in aid and 
68 percent went to nonres-
idents, while only 32 per-
cent went to residents. Of 

course, out-of-state tuition 
is higher, so there should 
be more aid, but would this 
make Iowans less attracted 
to Iowa?

Is the lack of aid why 
Iowa students would rather 
choose to go to Iowa State 
or UNI? Getting more Iowa 
natives to attend school 
here could help fix that 
problem. Some students 
from Illinois chose our uni-
versity rather than other 
Iowa schools because they 
received better aid offers. 

Some people would say 
the university is losing its 
pride because fewer and 
fewer students are natives 
of the state. It’s debatable if 
this is a good or bad thing. 
On one hand, the benefits 
from having a large por-
tion of the students being 
nonresidents will be helpful 
later on in life. But on the 
other hand, if the popula-
tion of Iowa students keeps 
decreasing, the tradition of 
in-state students coming to 
this university will be lost 
as well.

COLUMN

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Before the caucuses, a group of Iowa athletes gave their tacit (and explicit) endorsement 
to Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump. Should they have done it? 

Sydney Newton
Sydney-newton@uiowa.edu

Yes

As the screeches of campaign buses fade into the dis-
tance, and presidential candidates settle into New Hamp-
shire hotels, Iowa moves slowly out of the national spot-
light. Despite many candidates professing their “love” for 
Iowans and the state of Iowa, their gestures often seem 
to lack sincerity.

So it only makes sense that when Donald Trump came 
to town, Iowa City was abuzz with discussion. When 
Trump came to Iowa City, he used the greatest weapon 
at his disposal — student-athletes.

While I would rather have the entire Hawkeyes de-
fense line up, one at a time, to tackle me than support 
Trump, the truth is, Iowa student-athletes — as with all 
students — are free to show their support for any candi-
date they choose. In fact, even if it is for Trump,.

Whether “experts” around the country choose to believe 
it, the Iowa caucuses are an invaluable piece of the presi-
dential-election process. Moreover, as we saw on Monday, 
that colleges across the state were in session during the 
caucuses had a major effect on the results. And we are 
still seeing the impact of the caucuses as a whole as can-
didates continue to drop out of the race all week.

University of Iowa students had a unique opportunity 
to affect the future of the presidential campaign and, in 
the process, the future of the country.

Even with this power, neither laws nor, as Athletics Di-
rector Gary Barta said, NCAA rules were violated when 
athletes took the stage at Trump’s rally. Upset as many 
may be about how student-athletes are treated by the 
NCAA — as revenue sources — there are certain things 
even the powerful NCAA cannot take away from these 
student-athletes: their First Amendment rights.

That our student-athletes wanted to take an active 
role in politics is excellent and shows the value this uni-
versity places on all students being a part of the world 
around them.

Before the countdown to the caucuses reached the sin-
gle digits and candidates flooded the state, the UI was 
gaining national attention for its athletics. It is unde-
niable that student-athletes play an important role at 
this university. And though the level of disrespect I hold 
for Trump is astronomical, to bring football players and 
wrestlers on stage was a brilliant move in a town that so 
idolizes them.

I disagree with the opinions of the wrestlers and foot-
ball players who joined Trump on stage last week, but 
I respect their interest in joining an important political 
discussion, and I respect the university for not standing 
in their way to do so.

— by Joe Lane

Donald Trump speaks to a crowd in house on Jan. 26. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)  



By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

The road began in Venezue-
la in 1991. There, Johanny So-
tillo developed a love for gym-
nastics before she could walk.

“Since I was born, I was in 
the gym,” Sotillo said.

It’s not an exaggeration, ei-
ther. Sotillo’s mother, Mercedes 
Villaneuva, was a gymnastics 
coach and frequently brought 
Sotillo with her to the gym.

Sotillo began traveling as 
a gymnast at a young age, 
joining her national team at 
age 12. Even at 12 years old, 
she was journeying around, 
staying in dorms, and going 
lengths of time without seeing 
her family.

After a few years, her na-
tional team moved to her 
home city, allowing her to 
stay with her family for a 
while. That, too, would on-
ly last so long.

“My senior year of high 
school I did an exchange pro-
gram in Michigan, and I said 
I was going to quit gymnas-
tics because I didn’t want 
to do it anymore,” Sotillo 
said. “I didn’t do it for like 6 
months, and then my mom 
was like ‘you should proba-
bly go see a gym.’ ”

Sotillo then decided to re-
join her national team. She 
then started looking seriously 
for a chance to compete at an 
American college. A connec-
tion with the Denver gym-
nastics head coach helped 
out and she wound up be-
coming a Hawkeye.

Technically a sophomore 
during the winter of the 2012-
13 school year, Sotillo had to 
sit out the season to fulfill 
transfer requirements.

“I had to watch from the 
stands,” Sotillo said. “It was 
kind of hard.”

After redshirting, Sotillo 
was prepared to take action 
with the Hawkeyes the follow-
ing season. She then tore her 
Achilles tendon. Another sea-

son came and went without a 
competition for Sotillo.

Yet Johanny Sotillo kept a 
positive persona.

“It was a season-ending 
injury so I had to sit down,” 
Sotillo said. “Fortunately I 
was able to be on the floor 
with [my teammates], and I 
traveled with the team. That 
was a very nice experience 
to make that bond stronger 
with them.”

She came back strong for 
the 2014-15 season, earning 
top-12 finishes in events both 
at the Big Ten Champion-
ships and at NCAA Regionals.

With what could have been 
a completed college career, 
her coach wasn’t sure she’d 
be back.

“We approached her about 
would she even want to come 

back,” head coach Larissa 
Libby said. “She’s quite a bit 
older. Gymnastics takes a toll 
on your body, and we weren’t 
even sure it was something 
she could physically handle.”

She came back. Now in her 
senior season, Sotillo com-
petes for Iowa in the uneven 
bars and the beam, the two 
events which do not stress 
her previously injured ankle.

Two years after the Achil-
les injury, Sotillo is now a 
key leader on her team.

Despite the hardships, 
one would be hard-pressed 
to find Sotillo without a 
smile on her face.

“All she cares about is mak-
ing sure that what she does 
impacts the team positively, no 
matter what it is,” Libby said. 
“When she talks to the team 

about not wasting opportuni-
ties… [she tells them] to value 
when you have the chance to 
see your family. Imagine if you 
don’t get to see your mom for a 
year-and-a-half. Venezuela’s in 
a bad place right now. I don’t 
know that she can go home.”

Despite her juggling of 
things in life, Sotillo finds time 
to help out her teammates.

“She’s just there for you, 
and she’ll do anything she 
can to help you,” junior An-
gel Metcalf said. “I always 
go to Jo So if I need help 
with anything. She’s always 
happy; she’s always positive; 
she’s always driven.”

Sotillo is now balancing 
her time as a gymnast and 
as a student with her time 
as a friend and a leader for 
her teammates.

“We all look up to her.  I wish 
I could be like her because she 
is so amazing,” Metcalf said. 

“She’s got it all, and that’s all I 
can say about her.”
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Beaming personality carries Sotillo

Iowa gymnast Johanny Sotillo celebrates her stick landing on the bars during the Io-
wa-Illinois meet in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on  Feb. 14, 2015. Sotillo received 9.825 and 
placed seventh on the bars. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)



By CONNOR SINDBERG
connor-sindberg@uiowa.edu

In the early going of the in-
door track season, two sprint-
ers have more than held 
their own for the women’s 
track and field team. Junior 
Elexis Guster and freshman 
Briana Guillory have led the 
charge for the Hawkeyes in 
their four events this season, 
including at last weekend’s 
Razorback Invitational.

Although the Hawkeyes 
struggled as team at the 
Jan. 29-30 Arkansas meet, 
it received spectacular 
performances from Guster 
and Guillory.

Both Hawkeyes had col-
lege-best performances in 
the 400 meters. Guster con-
tinued to be one of Iowa’s top 
performers — with a third-
place finish and a time of 
53.52, she moved to first in 
the Big Ten, 11th nationally.

“[Razorback Invitational] 
is a meet where you try to 
improve on individual perfor-
mances, and I felt like we did,” 
Director of Track and Field Jo-
ey Woody said. “Elexis Guster 
is ranked No. 1 in the confer-
ence; we had some really good 
standout performances.”

Guillory was another 
standout who joined Guster 
in having Razorback Invita-

tional success. She competed 
against her teammate and 
finished seventh in the 400 
meters. Her time of 54.44 
ranks seventh all-time at Io-
wa and fourth in the Big Ten.

“[Briana] is just a tal-
ented athlete. She came in, 
and she was expected to be 
that kind of athlete,” Woody 
said. “She’s just taking it all 
in and just accepted that 
she’s an athlete who will 
continue to compete and 
win championships. She’s 
not afraid of anybody.”

Guillory matched her 
effort with an equally im-
pressive performance in the 
200, finishing 11th with a 
time of 23.87. That mark 
moved her to third in the 
Big Ten in the event.

The Antioch, California, 
native has had a stellar start 
to the season, and that has 
not only caught the eye of 
her coach, it has also raised 
the eyebrows of her upper-
classman teammates.

“I’m very proud of Briana; 
she reminds me of myself,” 
Guster said. “She’s a great 
training partner and I know 
she will continue to be suc-
cessful because she is willing 
to work hard.”

Even with the early season 
success, Guillory doesn’t take 
all the credit; she attributes 

her accomplishments to her 
teammates pushing her in 
practice. She also believes 
that she came into college 
competition well-prepared, 
because of the groundwork 
she put in with her stepfa-
ther before enrolling at Iowa.  

“My team has been a big 
part of my success from a 
confidence standpoint,” the 
freshman said. “My stepdad 
has been a big help as well. 
He keeps my priorities in 
line and lets me know that 
it’s OK to mess up.”

But she hasn’t made ma-
ny mistakes so far. She’s 
even been given the oppor-
tunity compete with upper-
classman in the team events.   

At the Razorback Invi-
tational, Guillory joined 
Guster, senior MonTayla 
Holder, and junior Alex-
is Hernandez in clock-
ing a season-best time of 
3:40.24 in the 4x400 relay.

Guillory, the youngest 
of 4x400 relay squad, re-
alizes that trust is a key 
factor and she has earned 
that trust, given how well 
she’s competed early on 
this season.

“You have to be able to 
trust who you’re running 
with especially when it 
comes to the relays,” Guil-
lory said. “It gives me 
confidence knowing they 
trust me.”

defense and the king of re-
bounding for us,” Nicholas 
Baer said. “He’s definitely 
the guy that we look to to 
take that upon himself and 
rebound for us. Rebound-
ing is a team thing, but 
he definitely takes it upon 
himself to get as many re-
bounds as possible, and we 
rely on him.”

Woodbury had one of 
his most dominant perfor-
mances against the Nitta-
ny Lions after establishing 
himself early. By the time 
the game had reached its 
first media time-out, Wood-

bury had 3 points, 3 re-
bounds, and a block.

At halftime, Woodbury 
had already corralled 10 re-
bounds to go with 5 points 
and 2 blocks.

He seemed unfazed 
following a performance 
against Northwestern in 
which he scored no points 
and attempted only two 
shots, largely because he 
knows that’s not his role.

“Something I pride my-
self on is trying to set a 
tone down low,” Woodbury 
said. “It was a battle of wills 
down there, and I’m happy 
we came out on top.”

Woodbury finished with 
5 points and a career-high 
15 rebounds, and he could 

have easily hit 20 if not for 
the blowout being sealed 
early in the second half.

“He was spectacular all 
night,” coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “They were hard-
earned traffic rebounds. 
That’s the thing about Penn 
State; they are coming after 
the ball when it comes off the 
rim, so you have to be able to 
get traffic rebounds and be 
strong with the ball.”

In his last five games, 
Woodbury has three dou-
ble-doubles and is logging 
8.2 points and 11 rebounds. 
Even with more than 100 
career games under his belt, 
believe it or not, Woodbury is 
getting better and peaking 
at the right time.
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loss of the season.
“Indiana is a scoring 

team,” she said. “They’re 
playing really well right 
now, and we know that. 
Everyone in the Big Ten 
knows that. We’re going to 
have to go in there ready 
offensively and defensively, 
on the same page.”

Davis and fellow 
guards will be charged 

with the task of handling 
Indiana’s Tyra Buss, a 
sophomore guard who 
averages 18 points per 
game. The Mount Car-
amel, Indiana, native 
rarely takes breaks, av-
eraging a whopping 37.1 
minutes per game.

But in this “new season” 
— a mindset the team de-
veloped after its recent 
three-game losing streak 
— the players believe 
they can beat anyone in 
the country. Coley made 
that clear after the victory 

over Northwestern.
“We’ve started to play 

Iowa basketball,” she 
said. “We’re moving the 
ball better, and people 
are starting to hit their 
shot. We get excited in our 
brand-new season.”

Bluder is perhaps 
the most ecstatic one 
in the group.

“We’re a team that 
wants to get on a roll,” 
she said. “We’re a team 
that continues to work 
hard. I’m so excited about 
where we are right now.”

versation for a starting spot 
at offensive tackle come 2018.

“When we evaluated his 
tape, we thought he was a 
guy that really had the po-
tential to be a good offen-
sive lineman,” Ferentz said. 
“Now, it’s just a matter, like 
all the players, what they do 
once they get here and they 
apply themselves, how they 
absorb and take advantage 
of all the resources that are 
going to be available.”

Originally, Jackson was 
supposed to orally commit 
on Monday, but then waited 
until Wednesday to give any 
indication of where he was 
going to go.

The interest from Mich-
igan apparently came 
late, which may have had 
something to do with the 
change in the timing of his 
announcement. In the end, 
however, Iowa won a tight 
recruiting battle.

“We felt really good after 
his visit that he had strong 
feelings about us, and I don’t 
think that’s ever wavered,” 
Ferentz said. “I’m not go-
ing to say I wasn’t worried 
about it or concerned about 

it. But anything can happen 
in recruiting, I realize that 
fully, but his consistency 
throughout the whole pro-
cess really has impressed 
me a great deal.”

Iowa signs a new QB
Once C.J. Beathard grad-

uates following the 2016-17 
season, there will be another 
competition at the quarter-
back position.

At this moment, Tyler 
Wiegers is in the driver’s seat 
to be the next Iowa quarter-
back. He was second-string in 
every game this season and 
got extensive reps this season 
as Beathard battled an injury.

However, Iowa will 
have several options once 
Beathard has graduated. The 
Hawkeyes signed Wisconsin 
quarterback Nathan Stanley 
on Wednesday — a player 
who could be in the mix come 
the 2017-18 season.

“He’s a good athlete,” Fer-
entz said. “He’s got a real com-
mand, a real presence about 
him, and then in a quiet way 
I would say, kind of like C.J. 
Beathard or Brad Banks, not 
necessarily a boisterous guy, 
but a guy that players rally 
around and gravitate to.

“I think he’s got all the 
physical attributes that you 

would look for, and then on 
top of that, all the character-
istics you kind of like to see a 
guy embody.”

Injury updates
Beathard recently had sur-

gery on a sports hernia, but 
he should be back by the time 
spring football starts.

Ferentz didn’t have much 
to say, though it seems the Io-
wa quarterback is doing well.

“For obvious reasons, we 
were hoping not to have to do 
surgery,” he said. “We knew it 
was a possibility, and then as 
the clock started ticking, that 
just was — it looked like the 
thing to do, so the prudent 
thing to do.

“We’re all eager to see him 
full speed again. It’s been 
about four months now, five 
months, maybe six. I don’t 
know. So we are anxious to see 
him full speed.”

Iowa also still waits on 
information on whether de-
fensive end Drew Ott will be 
allowed to play another year. 
Ferentz, however, said that 
recently, he has gotten a little 
more hope of getting Ott back.

“I’ve learned a couple of 
things that make me a little 
bit more optimistic,” Ferentz 
said. “But still, it’s hard to say 
where it’s going to go.”

6A  SPORTS

Two sprinters lead women’s track
Elexis Guster and Briana Guillory continue to impress in each competition this season and both 
were especially great at the Razorback Invitational.

WBB
CONTINUED FROM 8

WOODBURY
CONTINUED FROM 8

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

Iowa runner Elexis Guster gets set before the 4-x-400 relay in Drake Stadium onApril 
26, 2014. Guster has been one of the leading sprinters this season. (The Daily Iowan/
Joshua Housing)
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By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

There’s just something 
about Adam Woodbury.

Maybe it’s because he was 
once accused of being a se-
rial eye-poker, or maybe it’s 
because he once shushed 
his own crowd. Maybe it’s 
because he doesn’t have a 
50-inch vertical.

Whatever the issue is, 
Hawkeye fans in Wood-
bury’s four years at Iowa 
have been quick to find fault 
with the 7-footer, often pok-
ing fun at him on social me-
dia for one thing or another.

But as Iowa fans are find-
ing out in the 2015-16 sea-
son, especially on Wednesday 
against Penn State, they’re 
going to miss him when he’s 
gone. As a matter of fact, the 
Hawkeyes have learned that 
explicitly on several occa-
sions this season.

In Iowa’s loss to Maryland 

on Jan. 28, Woodbury spent 
most of the game in foul 
trouble, which led to an un-
characteristically high num-
ber of easy shots surren-
dered by the Hawkeyes near 
the basket. With Woodbury 
back on the floor early in 
the second half, the defense 
was significantly improved 
while the Hawkeyes took 
several brief leads. Once he 
left again, it was back to the 
rim for the Terrapins.

It was a similar story 
against Purdue; although 
the Hawkeyes ultimately 
won the game by 12, Purdue 
was markedly better with 
Woodbury on the bench 
with fouls.

On Wednesday night, 
however, Woodbury stayed 
on the floor and gave a 
prime example of what he 
does for his team.

“He’s the anchor of our 

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Despite all the hype surrounding 
National Signing Day, it was relative-
ly quiet for Iowa head 
coach Kirk Ferentz and 
his program.

The Hawkeyes had 
just one recruit — De-
troit offensive lineman 
Alaric Jackson — wait 
until Signing Day to ac-
tually make a decision. 
Jackson was a highly 
touted three-star recruit 
and reportedly had of-
fers from Michigan, Michigan State, 
Wisconsin, and more than a dozen other 
Power-5 schools.

He’s spent just two years playing orga-
nized football, but he could be in the con-

By JAKE MOSBACH
jacob-mosbach@uiowa.edu

Tonight, the Iowa women’s 
basketball team will square 
off against Indiana in As-
sembly Hall in Bloomington, 
trying to do something that 
no team has done there this 
season — leave with a victory.

The Hawkeyes (15-7, 5-5 
Big Ten) and Hoosiers (13-
9, 5-5 Big Ten) are set to tip 
off at 6 p.m., with the win-
ner taking sole possession of 
seventh place in the confer-
ence standings.

Iowa head coach Lisa Blud-
er knows that her team can’t 
merely show up and expect a 
victory against the Hoosiers. 
Their 9-0 home record is a 
testament to that. 

But if the Hawks are going 
to pull out a win at one of the 
toughest places to play in the 
country, Bluder says the time 
is now.

“[Indiana] shoots the ball 
very well on its home court,” 
she said at the team’s weekly 
press conference. “But right 
now is the best time that we 

can take our team in there.”
Riding a two-game win-

ning streak, it’s fair to say 
Bluder is right. The team is 
clicking on all levels, specifi-
cally in the paint. 

Forwards Chase Coley and 
Megan Gustafson have made 
the inside zone a house of 
horrors for opposing teams 
recently — Coley is coming off 
a 19-point, 7-rebound perfor-
mance against Northwestern. 
Gustafson has had two-con-
secutive double-doubles, the 
first two of her career.

But the guard play, such as 
that of freshman Tania Davis, 
has really caught Bluder’s 
attention. At Northwest-
ern, Davis took a blow to the 
head, resulting in a severe cut 
above her right eye, one that 
would later need stitches.

But Davis shook off the 
injury.  She returned to the 
game with a butterfly ban-
dage on her eyebrow and 
went on to help lead the 
Hawkeyes to a 79-64 victory.

“Tania just brings emotion 
to the floor,” Bluder said. “She 
brings that moxie to the floor 

that is just so fun. It’s fun to 
coach, and it’s fun to watch 
out there.”

Davis isn’t worried about 
her stitched-up eye. She’s 
worried about handing the 
Hoosiers their first home 

Hawks head to house of horrors

Iowa forward Chase Coley drives against Penn State in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 20, 2015. Iowa lost, 82-69. 
(The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)
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Iowa forward Jarrod Uthoff (20) drives to the basket over Penn State guard Shep Garner during the first half on Wednesday in Carver-Hawkeye. Uthoff scored 14 points as Iowa won, 73-49. (Associated Press/Charlie Neibergall)

SEE WBB, 6 SEE FOOTBALL, 6

SEE WOODBURY, 6

Football 
inks 24, 
inlcuding 
O-lineman

Jackson
recruit

Iowa (15-7) vs. Indiana (13-9)

When: 6:00 p.m.  CT
Where: Bloomington, Indiana

Watch: BTN

IOWA 73, PENN STATE 49

By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Defense wins games, and 
it helped the Iowa men’s 
basketball team earn its 
15th-straight home victory 
Wednesday night, when it 
topped Penn State, 73-49, in 
Carver-Hawkeye.

The Nittany Lions never 
had much of a chance; it took 
fewer than seven minutes for 
the No. 5 Hawkeyes to go up 
by double digits.

Penn State cut the lead 
back down to single digits a 
few times after that, with the 
last time coming at 5:44 left 
in the first half, when Davis 
Zemgulis hit a 3 to make the 
lead 9. That was not some-
thing Jarrod Uthoff wanted 
to see. The senior scored from 
beyond the arc just 12 sec-
onds later to put Iowa back 
up by 12.

The Hawks extended that 
lead to 19 by halftime.

Iowa head coach Fran 

McCaffery said it is very en-
couraging to get off to such a 
fast start.

“Right from the outset, 
our defense set the tone. We 
got stops. We got run-outs 
and kind of established how 
we want to play,” he said. 
“We were really locked in to 
throwing it ahead and at-
tacking in transition,”

All those defensive stops 
led to the fewest number of 
points Iowa has allowed in a 
game so far this season.

Penn State went just 
1-of-20 in 3-point field goals. 
With no luck beyond the 
arc, its offense was forced 
to try to attack the basket. 
The Nittany Lions thrived 
there, scoring 36 of their 
points in the paint.

All the effort down low 
came to no avail. Penn 
State’s missed lay-ups and 
shots right under the basket 
were often recovered by the 
Hawkeyes, who had 23 de-
fensive rebounds.

Even with the loss, Penn 
State head coach Patrick 
Chambers had nothing but 
good words to say about Mc-
Caffery and the Hawkeyes.

“I look at Iowa as a team 
that is hopefully one day us,” 
he said. “I love Franny, and 
I love what they’re doing. I 
think it’s awesome and that 
it’s awesome for this league.”

The stretched lead gave 
McCaffery the chance to rest 
his starters and let some 
bench players show what 
they can do.

Nearly every Hawkeye 
had the opportunity to see 
game timeWednesday night. 
Fourteen of the 17 on the ros-
ter were on the court at one 
point or another.

The bench added 28 
points and 15 rebounds to 
the stat line, largely because 
of the contributions of Ah-
mad Wagner, Dom Uhl, and 
Nicholas Baer.

Baer, a redshirt fresh-
man who walked on to the 

team last year, said the 
role of those coming off the 
bench is important.

“It’s always great to have 
production off the bench and 
that spurt of energy,” he said. 
“You definitely need [it] to be 
successful in this league.

Even as the bench put up a 
solid performance, the starting 
five once again gave Iowa a 
huge advantage.

Anthony Clemmons, Pe-
ter Jok, and Uthoff scored in 
double digits, even though 
they played fewer than 30 
minutes of the game. Senior 
Adam Woodbury used his 
height to grab 15 rebounds, a 
career high.

Iowa’s next challenge will be 
when it heads to Champaign 
to take on Illinois on Feb. 7.

“[Illinois is] a tough place to 
play,” McCaffery said. “The last 
couple times we have played 
them, they have been really 
good, really close, really hard-
fought games, so we have to be 
ready for that one.”

The Hawkeyes outscored Penn State 73-49 to earn its 15th-straight home win. Adam Woodbury posted a career-high 15 
rebounds in Iowa’s 73-49 victory over Penn State.

Iowa crushes Penn State
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BY TESSA SOLOMON |  tessa-solomon@uiowa.edu

   Honey seeps from layers of flaky phyllo dough, coating the golden baklava. Beside the dessert finely chopped 
mint, parsley, and lettuce wait to become tabbouleh. The wooden table is piled with ground meat and minced on-
ions destined for kibbee.

    This food is a symbol of welcoming anywhere in the Middle East. But in this specific Palestinian 
kitchen, Fadwa Faranesh prepares it with a wedding in mind and a family to manage, all under the 
shadow of national conflict. 

    Iowa City can meet Fadwa and the dynamic Faranesh clan at 8 p.m. today in the University 
of Iowa Mainstage production of *Food and Fadwa*. Written by Lameece Issaq and Jacob Kader, 
M.F.A. directing candidate Marina Bergenstock spearheaded the ambitious production.

SEE GALLERY, 4B

Among preparing a wedding feast, balancing a family, and surviving a curfew in Palestine, 
one woman may have bitten off more than she can chew in the UI Theater Mainstage 

production of Food and Fadwa.

By TESSA SOLOMON |  tessa-solomon@uiowa.edu

Honey seeps from layers of flaky phyllo dough, coating the golden 
baklava. Beside the dessert, finely chopped mint, parsley, and 
lettuce wait to become tabbouleh. The wooden table is piled with 

ground meat and minced onions destined for kibbee.
This food is a symbol of welcoming anywhere in the Middle East. But in 

this specific Palestinian kitchen, Fadwa Faranesh prepares it with a wedding 
in mind and a family to manage, all under the shadow of national conflict. 

Iowa City can meet Fadwa and the dynamic Faranesh clan at 8 p.m. 
today in the University of Iowa Mainstage production of Food and Fadwa. 
Written by Lameece Issaq and Jacob Kader, M.F.A. directing candidate 
Marina Bergenstock spearheaded the ambitious production.

“I knew I wanted to do a story that mattered for my thesis production,” 
Bergenstock said. “But I got really stuck, and I wasn’t sure what to do, 
until I went to the library and found plays from the Middle East. I found 
Food and Fadwa and was crying at the end of reading it. I knew this was 
the story I needed to tell.”

The play revolves around Fadwa Faranesh, the young caretaker 
of her family. 

“Statistically, there are fewer roles for women in theater and film, so to 
get to play such a strong woman is very exciting,” said Catie Councell, who 
stars as Fadwa. “Fadwa is imaginative, loving, but still flawed.” 

She has been charged with crafting her sister Dalal’s imminent wed-
ding feast. But a crippling curfew has fallen on her Israeli-occupied West 
Bank. It’s a tale of family dynamics, politics, and preservation of heritage 
through food.

Among preparing a wedding feast, balancing a family, and 
surviving a curfew in Palestine, one woman may have bitten 

off more than she can chew in the UI Theater Mainstage 
production of Food and Fadwa.

SEE FADWA, 3B

THEATER
Food and Fadwa
Where: Theater Building Thayer Theater
When: 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Feb. 7
8 p.m. Feb. 10-13
Admission: $5-$18, $5 with UI ID
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By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

For those who fre-
quented Nickelodeon in 
the 1990s, Kel Mitch-
ell’s will be a familiar 
face. He appeared on 
“All That” and “Kenan 
and Kel” with Kenan 
Thompson of “Saturday 
Night Live.” He’s also 
starred in films such as 
Good Burger and Mys-
tery Men.

Today at 10 p.m., 
Mitchell will perform 
his standup act in the 
Macbride Auditorium.

Daily Iowan: Most 
college students are 
likely to know you 
best from Nickelodeon 
shows. How much do 
you hope for or antici-
pate that knowledge? Is 

that reflected at all in 
your standup material? 

Mitchell: I current-
ly have a new show 
on Nickelodeon called 
“Game Shakers,” but I 
do know my fans love 
my past and current 
projects. I am happy to 
have longevity in mak-
ing people laugh, and I 
love it when people say, 
“Kel, you were a big part 
of my childhood.” So of 
course I give them some 
old-school Nickelodeon 
in my show. When you 
get crowds coming to 
your shows holding or-
ange soda bottles like I 
do, you got to give them 
some throwback Nick. 

DI: What do you think 
is unique about your 
voice as a comedian? 

Mitchell: I’m very-
high energy and phys-
ical on stage. I like 
to have fun with the 
crowd and involve them 
in the show.

DI: When did you 
start pursuing standup?

 
Mitchell: I have been 

MC’ing events for ma-
ny years, and I always 
throw jokes in between. 
But as far as hitting 
the comedy clubs and 
doing standup full out 
on stage, almost three 
years now. 

DI: What do you think 
makes good comedy? 

Mitchell: It depends 
on the comic. I’m more 
of a storyteller; I feel 
that real stories people 

can relate to and laugh 
about with you always 
rock, but every comic is 
different.

DI: Where would you 
like to see your comedy 
go? Are there any par-
ticular kinds of projects 
you’d like to take on in 
the future? 

Mitchell: I just en-
joy making folks laugh, 
and I do have some cool 
surprises coming up re-
garding my standup. 

DI: Is there anything 
you want audiences to be 
thinking about or feel-
ing after watching one of 
your performances?

Mitchell: Happy. That 
is what I want people to 
feel: pure happiness.

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

  TODAY 2.4   FRIDAY 2.5 SATURDAY 2.6 SUNDAY2.7

MUSIC MUSIC MUSIC
• RECLINERS, 7 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON

• SUMMERCAMP ON THE ROAD: EVAN STOCK 

BAND, FLASH IN A PAN, SOUL PHLEGM, LIVE 

BROADCAST,8 P.M., YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN

• KROOKED DRIVERS, NADIS WARRIORS, TRIPP 

BROTHERS, 9:30 P.M., BLUE MOOSE

• DILLON FUEGO, SLY SWIFT, PEER PRESSURE, 8 

P.M., GABE’S

• SWITCHBACK, 8 P.M., MILL

• LIQUID STRANGER, SPACE JESUS, AU5, 9 P.M., 

BLUE MOOSE

• DJ 007, 10 P.M., GABE’S

• 13TH-ANNUAL BOB MARLEY BIRTHDAY BASH, 

10 P.M., YACHT CLUB

OPENING MOVIES

DRINK OF THE WEEK

NATALIE PORTMAN AND EWAN MCGREGOR ARE REUNITED FOR THIS FILM, 

CENTERED ON A COUPLE (PORTMAN AND NOAH EMMERICH) ABUSED BY THE 

BISHOP BOYS GANG, LED BY COLIN (MCGREGOR). JANE IS FORCED TO FIGHT 

TO DEFEND HER LOVED ONES AND HOME.

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE AND ZOMBIES
THE COEN BROTHERS ASSEMBLED A STAR-STUDDED CAST FOR THEIR 

NEWEST FILM, BOASTING GEORGE CLOONEY, CHANNING TATUM, JONAH 

HILL, TILDA SWINTON, AND RALPH FIENNES. SET IN THE 1950S, THE STORY 

FOLLOWS EDDIE MANNIX, A HOLLYWOOD “FIXER” CALLED IN WHEN A STAR 

GOES MISSING IN THE MIDST OF FILMING.

HAIL, CAESAR FILMSCENE WILL SCREEN ALL THE OSCAR-NOMINATED SHORTS IN 

ANTICIPATION OF THE AWARDS SHOW ON FEB. 28.

LIVE ACTION: “AVE MARIA,” “SHOK,” “EVERYTHING WILL BE OK,” “STUTTERER,” 

AND “DAY ONE”

ANIMATED: “SANJAY’S SUPER TEAM,” “WORLD OF TOMORROW,” “BEAR STORY,” 

“WE CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT COSMOS,” AND “PROLOGUE” WITH BONUS SHORTS 

“IF I WAS GOD,” “THE SHORT STORY OF A FOX AND A MOUSE,” “THE LONELIEST 

SPOTLIGHT,” AND “CATCH IT”

DOCUMENTARY: “BODY TEAM 12,” “A GIRL IN THE RIVER: THE PRICE OF 

FORGIVENESS,” “LAST DAY OF FREEDOM,” “CHAU,” “BEYOND THE LINES,” AND 

“CLAUDE LANZMANN: SPECTRES OF THE SHOAH”

CLINTON STREET SOCIAL CLUB’S 
“GRANDPA’S COFFIN”

YOU’LL FORGET THE BOUT OF COLD WE’RE EXPERIENCING 

WITH THE FIRST SIP. IT CONTAINS OLD EZRA 7 YEAR 

BOURBON, LAIRD’S BONDED APPLEJACK, LAPHROAIG 10 

YEAR SPRITZ, SUGAR, AND BOUTIQUE BITTERS.

EXPERIENCE: SMOKY AND WOODSY, THE DRINK CERTAINLY 

HAS A KICK AND SHOULDN’T BE RUSHED. THE SMELL OF 

THE ORANGE WAFTS TOWARDS YOU WITH EACH LIFT OF 

THE GLASS. DESPITE THE NAME, THE DRINK AVOIDS BEING 

HEAVY, THE MIX OF INGREDIENTS PREVENTING ANY ONE 

BECOMING TOO OVERPOWERING.

ADVICE: PREPARE TO PACE YOURSELF AND ENJOY THIS 

CONCOCTION. I HIGHLY SUGGEST LOW LIGHTING AND 

FLAVORFUL JAZZ PLAYING, AS THERE WAS WHILE I ENJOYED 

MINE. ADD IN GOOD COMPANY TO AVOID THE TEMPTATION 

OF QUICKENING YOUR PACE, AND YOU’LL HAVE THE START 

OF A GREAT EVENING.

 — BY JUSTUS FLAIR

• JAKE MCVEY, 8 P.M., BLUE MOOSE, 211 

IOWA

• MAXIMUS, 10 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. 

WASHINGTON

Traveling with laughter

FILM
• SHAUN THE SHEEP, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE, 

118 E. COLLEGE

• ANOMALISA, 4, 6, & 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS DOCUMENTARY, 5:30 

P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS LIVE ACTION, 9 P.M., 

FILMSCENE

THEATER
• LINE OF DESCENT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER

• THE GREAT GOD PAN, 7:30 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE

• FOOD AND FADWA, MAINSTAGE, 8 P.M., THAYER 

THEATER

COMEDY

• KEL MITCHELL, 10 P.M., MACBRIDE 

AUDITORIUM

THEATER
• LINE OF DESCENT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER

• THE GREAT GOD PAN, 7:30 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE

• FOOD AND FADWA, MAINSTAGE, 8 P.M., THAYER 

THEATER

FILM
• KID FLIX: BEST OF NY INTERNATIONAL CHILDRENS FILM 

FEST, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE

• INSIDE OUT, 1 P.M., FILMSCENE

• CARTEL LAND, 1:15 P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS DOCUMENTARY, 3 P.M., FILMSCENE

• MAD MAX: FURY ROAD, 3:30, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE

• ANOMALISA, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS LIVE ACTION, 9 P.M., FILMSCENE

• CANNIBAL HOLOCAUST, 11 P.M., FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• HEATHER STYKA, LIV CARROW, 9 
P.M., GABE’S

MISCELLANEOUS
KARAOKE THURSDAY, 8 P.M., STUDIO 13, 13 

S. LINN

Old-school Nickelodeon fans will be happy to welcome comedian Kel 
Mitchell to campus tonight.

WORDS

• PAPERBACK RHINO, 10:30 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE 

ONE, 120 N. DUBUQUE

FILM
• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS DOCUMENTARY, 3 

P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS LIVE ACTION, 6:30 

P.M., FILMSCENE

• ANOMALISA, 7:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS ANIMATED, 9 P.M., 

FILMSCENE

• MAD MAX: FURY ROAD, 9:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

THEATER
• FOOD AND FADWA, MAINSTAGE 2 P.M., 

THAYER THEATER

• LINE OF DESCENT, 3 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER

FILM
• ANOMALISA, 11 A.M. & 6 P.M., FILMSCENE

• INSIDE OUT, 1 P.M., FILMSCENE

• CARTEL LAND, 1:15 P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS DOCUMENTARY, 3 

P.M., FILMSCENE

• MAD MAX: FURY ROAD, 3:30, FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS LIVE ACTION, 6:30 

P.M., FILMSCENE

• 2016 OSCAR SHORTS ANIMATED, 9 P.M., 

FILMSCENE

Q&A

WORDS

• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” MARK WEISBROT, 

NONFICTION, 2 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

MISCELLANEOUS
• ROLLER DERBY, 5 P.M., RAGSTOCK, 207 E. 

WASHINGTON

• ELATION DANCE PARTY WITH SASHA 

BELLE, 7 P.M., STUDIO 13

MISCELLANEOUS
• PRIDE BINGO & SUNDAY FUNDAY DRAG 

SHOW, 6:30 P.M., STUDIO 13

• PUB QUIZ, 9 P.M., MILL

THEATER
• LINE OF DESCENT, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 

N. GILBERT

• FOOD AND FADWA, MAINSTAGE, 8 P.M., THEATER 

BUILDING THAYER THEATER

MISCELLANEOUS
• DRAG & DANCE PARTY, 8 P.M., STUDIO 13
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A relatively new play, 
it first opened in the New 
York Theater Workshop in 
2012 after spending time 
in the workshop phase. 
Including the Palestin-
ian playwright Issaq, the 
cast is comprised of Mid-
dle Eastern actors. Iowa 
City’s production could 
not promise the same, an 
issue that compounded 
an already sensitive sub-
ject. With heritage a par-
amount theme in the plot, 
was it an appropriate pro-
duction choice? 

“There’s a lot of talk 
about who has the right to 
tell a story,” Bergenstock 
said. “Do I, as a white 
woman with Russian an-
cestry, have the right to 
tell this story? I knew that 
I wanted to, but I needed 
to do the play a service, 
not tell it though a privi-
leged lens. Tell the story 
from a place of love, com-
passion, and empathy.”

The playwrights gave 
their blessing to Bergen-
stock, warmed by her pas-
sion for Palestine. Before 
production, Bergenstock 
made numerous trips to 
the Middle East, return-
ing with deep research. 

“The research she gave 
us was useful, but just 
talking to her was even 
more so because she knew 
so much, or at least knew 
where to find it,” said 
Sambit Misra, who plays 
Fadwa’s father.

Her trips struck a vision 

of the modern Palestine 
into focus. Since the offi-
cial U.N. Partition Plan in 
1947, which fractured the 
area to establish Israel, 
the fate of Palestinians has 
been unclear. Many live on 
allotted land on the West 
Bank and in Gaza. Others 
were relocated to camps in 
neighboring countries. In a 
camp in Lebanon, Bergen-
stock began to understand 
the situation. 

“I’ve been reading a lot 
of Middle Eastern text-
books, but there was noth-
ing like going there and 
experiencing it myself,” 
she said. “It’s hard to un-
derstand oppression when 
you don’t live in a place 
that is oppressed.”

Despite this, she did not 
find dejection. She was 
welcomed with tradition-
al Arabic hospitality: a 
kiss on the cheek, strong 
coffee, and plates of warm 
pita or pistachio-sprinkled 
kanafeh. Relating that hu-
manity to the UI commu-
nity became crucial. 

“Part of going to universi-
ty is to learn things you do 
not know and to question 
the things you think you 
know,” Councell said. “That 
is why the research on this 
play was so integral, for me, 
is because it caused me to 
question my views of the 
Middle East and to learn 
more about Palestine.”

The more actors 
learned about Palestine, 
the less foreign their 
characters became. 

“Instead of approach-
ing the role as something 
I knew nothing about, I 
approached Dalal like I 

would any other character, 
a human being who has re-
lationships and is fighting 
for something,” said Holly 
Grum, who plays Dalal. 
“Learning about the race 
and culture of this family 
only aided in this with spe-
cific physicality, backstory, 
and choices she makes.”

Learning to make tab-
bouleh also helped. Ber-
genstock can’t lead the 
audience in a cooking les-
son, though, so the set, a 
three-quarter thrust, was 
designed with physical in-
timacy in mind. 

“[Bergenstock] want-
ed as much as possible to 
push the set against the 
audience,” said scenic de-
signer Kevin Dudley. “She 
wanted it to feel that their 
conflicts, pain, and every-
day needs and wants are 
similar. We can’t have bar-
riers when we’re trying to 
relate to them.” 

The set comprises the 
heart of the Faranesh 
household: the kitchen. 
While distinctly Arabic 
in details like the seating 
bank, it is a modern kitch-
en, which mirrors Bergen-
stock’s field observations. 

“Palestine is a war zone 
for the most part, so I 
struggled with how dilap-
idated to make the world,” 
Dudley said. “After speak-
ing with [Bergenstock], 
though, it became import-
ant to see the Palestinians 
as we would see ourselves, 
as we’re not able to sepa-
rate our humanity from 
theirs. That is what really 
drove the textures and col-
ors inside the house.”

Though the audience 

may be struck by what 
is outside the house first. 
Hanging behind the set is 
a 22-foot wall, foam and 
Masonite painted to re-
semble concrete. Barbed 
wire twines along the 
wall’s top, further obscur-
ing a view already out of 
sight. It symbolizes the 
Israeli West Bank Wall, 
a nearly 430-mile barrier 
between Israel and Pales-
tine. Its shadow stretches, 
a silent and still back-
ground to family squab-
bles and fervent cooking. 

But its concrete is not un-
broken. Etched on its face 
in distinct white lines is an 
olive tree. A major source 
of income for Palestinians, 

it also symbolizes hope for 
the Faranesh family. 

It may also prove a lasting 
mental image for audiences 
exiting the theater: branches 
twisting through new ideas. 

“I think theater can 
change lives; otherwise, 
I wouldn’t do it,” Bergen-
stock said. “This can start 
a conversation, one I think 
will only continue.”

By ALEX KRAMER
alexandria-kramer@uiowa.edu

Over a mysterious beat 
pounding through the speak-
ers, a raspy voice proudly 
proclaims, “I swear, they love 
the way I’m tellin’ it.”

Joshua Dillon, known by 
stage name Dillon Fuego, 
hopes Iowa City will love 
the way he tells it at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington St.

A two-year veteran of the 
local rap scene, Fuego will 
bring his blend of biting 
lyrics and charisma, along 
with Sly Swift, Peer Pres-
sure, OG Kobi, and Sick 
Savage. Together, the acts 
make up the Night of Glow, 
presented by Forever Rele-
vant Tour.

Though he’s no stranger 
to Gabe’s, or the stage in 
general, this will be Fuego’s 
first headlining show. 

“You’re going to get a 
lot of high energy from 
him,” said Fuego’s pro-
moter Brandon Miller. 

“He touches on a lot of 
different subjects in these 
songs, instead of, you 
know, just revving up the 
same thing each time. He 
actually has some sub-
stance to his music.”

Miller said he discovered 
Fuego at a studio in Iowa 
City called Elite Sound and 
Design and was immediate-
ly impressed by him.

Refusing to be catego-
rized, Fuego said he has no 
set style or signature, which 
can be limiting for an artist. 
Citing no particular musical 
influences, he said he’s free 
to explore whatever comes 
to mind. 

“From a musical stand-
point, I just want to be as 
versatile as possible,” he 
said. “If you hear one of my 
songs, it’s not going to be 
like the next one you hear. I 
just want to be able to do it 
from all angles.”

The up-and-comer’s 
claims are supported by 
those around him.

“It’s a wide variety of 

sound; that’s why I like 
him,” Miller said. “A lot of 
people in Iowa, they just 
pretty much rap and have 
their friends come out and 
support them, but you don’t 
even have to know him to 
like his music, which I think 
says a lot about it.”

There’s been a huge out-
pouring of support from 
friends and family, Fuego 
said, and he couldn’t ask for 
anything else. 

“He talks about re-
al stuff, and he’s good at 
making people relate,” 
said Austin White, Fuego’s 
friend and fellow rapper. 
“The listener’s going to un-
derstand what he’s saying, 
you know what I mean? 
He’s good at getting in 
people’s heads with what 
he’s saying. He’s witty, you 
know? I like that.”

Fuego will release a mix-
tape called Clear Eyes, Hot 
Head in the future, though 
there is no set date. Until 
then, he hopes to keep per-
forming in the area.

Clear eyes & witty raps
Local rapper Dillon Fuego will headline a show at Gabe’s at 7 p.m. Saturday.

FADWA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Sambit Misra (left) as Baba and Catie Councell (right) rehearse in the Theater Building on Tuesday. Food and Fadwa will open today.  
(The Daily Iowan/Ting Xuan Tan)



• Astrophysics/Space Physics Seminar, Jason Kooi, 
9:30 a.m., 309 Van Allen
• Pharmacology Postdoctoral Workshop, Katelin 
Ahlers, 12:30 p.m., Bowen Spivey Auditorium
• Sustainability Summit 2016, 1-6 p.m., Sheraton 
Ballroom, 210 S. Dubuque
• Diversity Seminar: Budgeting Your Financial Aid, 
3:30 p.m., 315 Phillips
• Karl Kammermeyer Lecture, Spyros Pandis, 3:30 
p.m., W151 Pappajohn
• N110 Lindquist Center Grand Opening, 4 p.m.
• Show What You Know, 6:30 p.m., Main Library 
Learning Commons Group Area D
• HOME GR/OWN: Milwaukee’s Social Justice 

Challenges and the Role for Urban Gardens,7 p.m., 
100 Phillips
• Teach for China Info, 7 p.m., 348 IMU  
• Line of Descent, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert
• Food and Fadwa, Mainstage, 8 p.m., Theater Build-
ing Thayer Theater
• Comedian Kel Mitchell, 10 p.m., Macbride Audito-
rium

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, February 4, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Participate in the cause you feel most pas-
sionate about. Emotions will mount, encouraging you to make a move 
you’ve been contemplating. Don’t overreact if a friend, colleague, or 
sibling makes a negative comment or does something you don’t like. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Try something new, and you’ll discover a 
talent you didn’t know you had. You will be enlightened by the experi-
ence you have and the people you encounter. A journey will lead to a 
new beginning and a fresh way of doing things. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Do whatever it takes to reflect and find 
solutions to situations that have the potential to leave you in a vulner-
able position. Stick to a strict budget, and refuse to be enticed by some-
one who wants you to be reckless with your spending. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Let your imagination take over. Follow 
your heart, and trust your intuition to take you on a magical journey. A 
partnership that allows you to follow a dream or explore your creativity 
will develop. Romance is encouraged. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Address what you are dissatisfied with in your 
life. It’s up to you to make the effort if you want to change your life or 
your direction. A day trip will lead to the information you require to 
initiate positive changes. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take care of your responsibilities so that you 
can get on with your day and do the things you want. Participating in a 
function that is geared toward children or socializing can be fun, but be 
careful not to overspend. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Listen to complaints, but don’t let anyone 
make you feel guilty. It’s important to focus on making personal chang-
es that will lead to greater happiness and less stress. You may want to 
consider a move or a change of friends. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make concrete moves that allow you the 
freedom to follow your dreams and do as you please. Someone you 
meet along the way will offer encouragement and might want to tag 
along with you as well. Romance is highlighted. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): An emotional or indulgent streak will 
lead to disaster. Before things get out of hand, take a step back, and 
consider what you can do to avoid mishaps. Don’t venture too far from 
home. Problems while traveling are likely. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You’ll attract positive attention with 
your forthright attitude and your keen sense of perception. Make the 
most of your day by taking care of business and investing your time in 
what you do best. Celebrate your victory with someone you love. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You’ll attract attention and offers that 
you won’t want to refuse. Good fortune is heading your way, and the 
opportunity to use your imagination will result in a new and exciting 
project. Embrace change, but refrain from overspending. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Get involved in a worthy cause or re-
connect with the people you have worked with in the past, and good 
things will happen. You will advance if you do the legwork required to 
put your creative plans in motion. Romance is recommended.

Random 
Thoughts 

 • I think it’s sad that so many 
people can’t find a single pur-
pose in life when a single bag 
of Gold Medal flour can find 

all of them.

• If I were a winner, and 
especially if I were a win-

ner-winner, I’d be noticeably 
disappointed if my prize was 

merely a chicken dinner.

• I think it’s pretty cool that 
two women can meet each oth-

er and within about 15 min-
utes have formed a bond so 

strong that neither would give 
a second thought to fighting a 
rabid wolf on the other’s be-

half. My best guy friends have 
been my best guy friends for 
most of my life, and I’m still 
not sure I even like them.

• The thing that bugs me 
about Air Bud movies is that 

they seem to think we, the au-
dience, need some sort of back-
story for a dog playing human 
sports. They think we need a 
constructed arc and character 
development to be invested in 
Air Bud as a protagonist. But 
we’re already invested at the 
outset. It’s a DOG. PLAYING. 
SPORTS. We’re invested on 

principle; just skip to the part 
where Air Bud starts crushing’ 

grand slams and dunkin’ on 
fools, OK? 

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Matt Gorman 
for some of the material in today’s 

Ledge. 

I swear to the Lord, I still can’t see, 
why Democracy means, everybody but me.

— Langston Hughes

KRUI  
     programming

THURSDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
10-11 TITLE TK
11-12 PIPPIN TALK
12 NEWS AT NOON
12:30PM-1 FULL COURT PRESS
1-2 CENTER ICE
2-3 FACE OFF
3-4 DJ TRAINING
4-5 BEAT ME UP
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 THE B-SIDE
8-10 HYPE NATION
10-12 A.M. HALF WAY THERE
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By ADAM BUHCK
adam-buhck@uiowa.edu 

Heather Styka knew 
from a young age she had 
some music talent. By age 
14, she was writing and 
performing her own songs.

Now 28, Styka will 
bring her songs to Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington St., at 
9 p.m. Feb. 7.  

“When I was 8, my mom 
decided to learn piano,” Sty-
ka said. “She picked up this 
little upright piano from an 
auction down the street, 
and I remember coming 
home and seeing it stand-
ing where the toy box used 
to be. I was plinking out 
melodies immediately … 
my mom asked me to prac-
tice 20 minutes a day, and 
when 40 minutes would 

go by without me noticing, 
I think we all realized I’d 
found my passion.”

She spent around a de-
cade performing through-
out the Chicago-area while 
finishing a creative-writing 
degree at DePaul Universi-
ty, then started branching 
out with Midwestern and 
Northeastern tours. In the 
spring of 2013 she decid-
ed to relocate to Portland, 
Maine, her current base. 

Despite the stark differ-
ence in landscapes and the 
1,000-mile distance from the 
familiar Chicago suburbs, 
Styka felt right at home.

“Maine is remarkable, 
with so much natural beau-
ty a stone’s throw away from 
any given town,” she said. 
“Everyone knows everybody 
in the music community, 

and there are a ton of great 
writers who write very hon-
estly. Compared with Chica-
go, it was all so accessible.”

Styka’s fingerpicked gui-
tar, gentle rhythms, and 
unaltered vocals pull on el-
ements of classical folk and 
Americana, a genre she has 
always loved.

“I love the honesty and 
rawness of folk music,” she 
said. “I think it’s a genre 
where listeners want, above 
all, to believe what you’re 
singing. It’s not frilly or 
showy, and we don’t use au-
to-tune. It’s about the songs, 
and the stories behind the 
songs, and the connection 
between the audience and 
the performer.” 

Liv Carrow, who recent-
ly moved to Iowa City, will 
open for Styka.

Carrow started playing 
bass in rock bands at 13, but 
over time, her interest grad-
ually shifted towards folk. 

“In high school and col-
lege, I studied jazz bass, 
and choral singing, and 
composing, but played 
mostly heavier music,” she 
said. “I got more interested 
in folk music and songwrit-
ing when I joined my room-
mate’s band for a weekend 
tour as a backup singer. 
That got me mixed up with 
a lot of songwriters from 
communities in New York 
City and Ontario.”

Things took off for Car-
row once she moved in 2007 
to New York, in which the 
opportunities to play for an 
audience were everywhere. 
She self-released a couple of 
records while also touring 

solo and as a bassist with 
the band Huggabroomstik. 

In 2009, Carrow’s de-
sire to escape the crazi-
ness of the city led her to 
Hudson, New York. 

“It was a much quieter 
scene then,” Carrow said. “I 
was one of a handful of mu-
sicians sort of hanging out 
in this sleepy city of Hud-
son, which is now known as 
a happening music town.”

In 2013 she released her 
latest record, Pile of Nee-
dles, which was heavily 
influenced by the vibes of 
upstate New York.

“It’s definitely some of 
my darker content,” Carrow 
said. “I also feel I was really 
influenced by the number 
of people around me strug-
gling with substance abuse 
and addiction but also very 

influenced by the natural 
environment and seasons 
of the Hudson Valley, which 
are all somewhat extreme 
and beautiful.”

Carrow has a full plate 
for 2016, working on an 
EP and planning to re-
cord some newer material 
in the Quad Cities. To get 
to know her new home, 
she’ll also set off on a tour 
around the Midwest.

No frills, no auto-tune — just songs
Folksinger/songwriter and poet Heather Styka will perform at 9 p.m. at Gabe’s on Feb. 7 with opener Liv Carrow.

By JORDAN RYDER
jordan-ryder@uiowa.edu

I don’t think I’ve felt 
this stupid since the Portal 
games. Of the 600 puzzles 
the Witness has, saying I 
managed to solve a fraction 
is charitable. But in a game 
this difficult, even the small-
est victories are satisfying. 

Made by indie develop-
er Jonathan Blow — fa-
mous for his game Braid 
from 2008, which also 
defeated me — the Wit-
ness is not a challenge to 
be taken lightly. You play 
as an unnamed wander 

who wakes up on an unin-
habited island filled with 
empty ruins and puzzles. 

The puzzles themselves 
are glowing panels that 
you draw lines on, connect-
ing point A to B. Truthfully, 
when I first started, I was 
disappointed. It seemed 
very basic. A few riddles in, 
though, and I had to start 
looking at the environment 
around the panels for an-
swers. I don’t want to give 
solutions away, but my fa-
vorites involved reflections, 
Sun glare, and apple trees. 
The game is hard but al-
ways fair. I’ve found that 

getting stuck and frustrated 
is the time to go to a differ-
ent part of the island and 
try a new challenge. 

Despite referencing Por-
tal at the start of this, the 
Witness reminded more of 
Dark Souls than anything. 
First, the game does zero 
handholding. The only in-
structions are for the first 
puzzle and how to sprint. 
After that, you are on your 
own. Second, for the open 
worldliness of the island, 
the player is allowed to 
go anywhere at any time. 
The puzzles don’t have to 
be finished in any order. I 

pretty much just picked a 
direction and walked until 
I found something. 

Oh, and the punishing 
difficulty. That brought back 
some Dark Souls memories.

This is also one of 
the best examples of at-
mosphere I’ve seen in 
a while. The world you 
inhabit is desolate and 
lonely, with a lot of details 
going into that feeling. 
Some areas are just ruins 
that look like they’ve been 
there for 1,000 years, and 
everything is just still, 
quiet. Plus, it’s colorful 
and gorgeous.

The Witness is not 

without sin, though. This 
may be a petty gripe, but 
on some puzzle sequenc-
es, in which solving one 
puzzle provides power to 
the next one, if you mess 
up, you have to back-
track to the first puzzle, 
re-solve (same solution), 
and then try again. The 
first time I thought, “OK, 
vaguely annoying”; the 
10th I was more like, “OH 
MY GOD, WHY?” 

My second complaint isn’t 
quite so trivial. Similar to 
Dark Souls again, the Wit-
ness has an emerging narra-
tive with very little to no sto-
ry information given. I enjoy 

that style of storytelling, but 
I wished it gave the player 
the hint of an ultimate goal 
to work toward in the begin-
ning. After an hour or two of 
playing, I felt as if the puz-
zles I’d completed thus far 
were simply done because 
they were there rather than 
advancing toward a finale.

The Witness is a fantastic 
title, though, and worth the 
time and frustrations it will 
inflict on you. 

9/10

One must ask the right questions
The Witness poses challenges and leads to triumphs but has a muddled purpose.

REVIEW

MUSIC
What: Heather Styka, Liv Carrow
Where: Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
When: 9 p.m. Feb. 7
Admission: Free
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