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Rubio fires up some

By CASSANDRA SANTIAGO 
cassandra-santiago@uiowa.edu

During her senior year at Howard 
University, Jamilah Lemieux started 
the blog the Beautiful 
Struggler. The goal was 
not national attention, 
avid online followers, or 
a stuffed bank account. 

She wanted to write.
So she wrote. And kept 

writing. She covered 
race, gender, sexuality, 
relationships, and her 
life for over six years.  

“It was doing work that 
I loved, doing work that was meaningful 
and work that could impact people,” she 
said. “It’s not so much that I thought I’d 
change the world by blogging.” 

It changed her life, though.
Lemieux, now the senior editor of 

Ebony, is in Iowa City today as a guest 
speaker for Martin Luther King Jr. Cele-
bration Week 2016. Her university-spon-
sored talk will take place in the IMU 
Main Lounge at 7:30 p.m. today.

When she first started with Ebony, her 

By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

One of the 2015’s most popular holiday 
gifts is now banned from the University 
of Iowa residence halls.

The ban is in response to reports of 
hoverboard incidents around the country 
in which the self-balancing scooters have 
spontaneously caught fire. The cause of 
this spontaneous combustion is related to 
the devices’ lithium-ion batteries, which are 
known to be highly susceptible to defects.

In response to these reports, the UI 
Housing & Dining staff chose to ban the 
devices from residence halls beginning in 
the spring semester.

“We have not had issues with hover-
boards and fire; the policy is preventa-
tive,” said Kate Fitzgerald, the UI direc-
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By BRENT GRIFFITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio 
has long stressed his policies 
are more than just talking 
points. He has lived them. 

“I didn’t just read about it 
or respond to it in some mag-
azine article,” Rubio said of 
his experience with college 
loans and growing up “pay-
check to paycheck.”

In Coralville, Rubio found 
a receptive crowd for that ar-
gument, but one that was not 
quite ready to commit to cau-
cusing for him on Feb. 1.

Just two weeks away from 
the state’s first-in-the-nation 
caucuses, more than 350 peo-
ple lined the walls of one of the 
Marriott’s many conference 
rooms. Afterward, attendees 
said Rubio, a first-term U.S. 
senator, stands out of the crowd-
ed field because of his speaking 

ability and life experience. 
“He’s younger, his parents 

were immigrants, and he can 
related to people of my gen-
eration,” said University of 
Iowa freshman Alaina Han-
drick, who is trying to choose 
between Rubio and Kentucky 
Sen. Rand Paul.

Many of those who said 
they might support Rubio 
listed Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, 
currently leading in state-
wide polls, as another mem-
ber of their top two.

“Marco has more of an abil-
ity to work across the aisle 
without compromising on his 
beliefs,” said Iowa City retiree 
Shirley Knapp.

Despite being the national 
Republican front-runner and 
leader in other early states, 
such as New Hampshire 
and South Carolina, Donald 
Trump was not on any of 
their minds. In fact, many 

attendees had harsh words 
for the former reality TV star 
and business mogul.

“Trump’s rhetoric is just too 
brutal and divisive,” said Day-
na Miller, a clinical assistant 

professor of pediatrics at the UI 
Hospitals and Clinics. 

“An automatic win,” Han-
drick said if Trump becomes 
the nominee. 

SEE RUBIO, 5

SEE KING , 5

Lemieux
senior editor 

Hoverboard 
overboard 
in UI dorms

Sen. Marco Rubio speaks to a crowd at the Coralville Marriott on Monday. Among other topics, 
Rubio promised to repeal Obamacare. (The Daily Iowan/Jordan Gale)
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KING DAY

By KAYLYNN HARRIS  |  kaylynn-harris@uiowa.edu

Martin Luther King Jr. Day gave Uni-
versity of Iowa students the opportu-
nity to come together to honor King 

and spread his message in their daily lives. 
Most regard King as a courageous leader from 

the Civil Rights era. His methods of nonviolent 
protest and iconic speeches such as “I Have a 
Dream” still resonate with those fighting for 
equality today.

Nearly 50 years after his tragic death, people 
all across the nation and the world continue to 
honor his life, remember his dream, and work to 
bring forth change. 

Faculty and students at the UI came together 
on Monday to do just that. The UI hosted a series 
of events not only in remembrance of King but 
also to spread messages about equality, service, 
and unity.

Kyah Bridges, the Herky C.A.R.E.S. Project ex-
ecutive officer for campus engagement, said she 
believes events encouraging students to take ac-
tion honor King the most. 

“Events such as [King] Day that provide stu-
dents the opportunity to give back and serve the 
community really emphasize the service aspect 
in King’s legacy,” Bridges said. “By taking action, 
we are working toward a better future while be-

SEE BAN, 5

 PROMOTES SERVICE

What: Jamilah Lemieux Talk 
When: 7:30 p.m. today

Where: IMU Main Lounge 
Admission: Free 

WORDS

Photo illustration by Margaret Kispert and painting by Sam Watkins.
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An Iowa Hawk Shop employee returns books to the shelves on Monday. As a new semester begins, many students will purchasing books and school supplies from the Hawk 
Shop. (The Daily Iowan/Brooklynn Kascel)

WHILE WE WERE AWAY

UI student killed in bus 
accident

Nicole Underwood, a University 
of Iowa senior majoring in social 
work, was killed in a bus crash in 
the Chicago area on Dec. 28.

Underwood’s death spurred the 
creation of a GoFundMe page, which 
described her as a straight-A stu-
dent, dedicated to raising a $10,000 
scholarship for a “hard-working 
student” in Human Services.

According to the page, Under-
wood was traveling to Chicago 
from Des Moines when the bus 
lost control 15 minutes away from 
its destination.

“Although Nicole may no longer 
be with us physically, we hope that 
she will still be able to help people 
the way she wanted with this schol-
arship,” the page’s creators wrote.

UI Dean of Students Lyn Reding-
ton sent a mass email on Dec. 30 

expressing the UI’s condolences to 
Underwood’s family, friends, and 
loved ones. Information was also 
given about counseling resources in 
the Iowa City area. 

At the time of publication, more 
than $6,000 had been given to the 
GoFundMe page.

 — by Cindy Garcia

Throgmorton elected 
as Iowa City mayor

City Councilor Jim Throgmorton, 
who has served as an Iowa City 
city councilor since 2012, was 
named the city’s new mayor on 
Jan. 4 for a two-year term.

Throgmorton won an at-large 
seat in last fall’s council election. 
John Thomas filled Throgmorton’s 
former District C seat.

The City Council voted 6-1 for 
Throgmorton. Former Mayor Pro 

Tem Susan Mims voted against. 
Kingsley Botchway, who has 

served on the council for two 
years, was elected mayor pro tem 
on a 5-2 vote. Mims and District 
B Councilor Terry Dickens voted 
against him.

Former Mayor Matt Hayek did 
not seek re-election. 

Throgmorton is a University of 
Iowa professor emeritus of urban 
and regional planning.

— by Cindy Garcia

Councilor Jim Throgmorton talks with Johnson County Supervisor Rod Sullivan as re-
sults for the city council election roll in on Nov. 3, 2015. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

METRO

Man faces drug charge
Iowa City police have accused an 

Iowa City man of possessing a large 
amount of marijuana.

 Sullivan Smith-Berry, 23, 2230 
Hollywood Blvd., was charged Sunday 
with possession and intent to deliver 
marijuana, no more than 50 kilograms.

At 5:45 p.m. on Jan. 17, 
officers executed a narcotics 
search at Smith-Berry’s address. 
On his person, officers reportedly 
located approximately $150 and 
several wrapped bags of a green 
leafy substance that appeared to 
be marijuana.

Under Miranda, Smith-Berry re-
portedly admitted the marijuana was 
for sale and that he had been selling 
marijuana for several weeks.

During the search, officers also 
allegedly found small bags with 
a substance that appeared to be 
cocaine packaged for sale. There 
was also approximately $50 with 
the cocaine. Authorities said the 
product was field tested and tested 
positive for cocaine.

Smith-Berry allegedly admitted the 
bag the cocaine was found was his and 

said the money was from drug sales. 
He also said the cocaine was his, but it 
was for personal use.

Possession of a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver is a Class-D felony.

 
— by Tom Ackerman

 

Man faces domestic-
assault charge

Authorities have accused an Iowa 
City man of domestic-abuse assault.

Shawn Martin, 31, 812 Benton 
Drive No. 12, was charged with restrict-
ing air/blood flow to a person’s throat.

On Jan. 16 at 7:54, Martin arrived at 
his residence, where he lives with the 
woman. Martin allegedly shoved her into 
the kitchen and the woman, who has 
been in a relationship with Martin for five 
years, backed away into the bathroom.

Martin reportedly took the woman 
to the floor and placed his hands 
around her throat, making it difficult 
for her to breathe. He left the scene 
before police arrived. The woman had 
red marks on her neck.

Martin was convicted of domes-
tic-abuse assault, impending airway, 

on Feb. 22, 2013, and domestic battery 
in Illinois on June 8, 2009.

Domestic-abuse assault is a Class-D 
felony.

 
 — by Tom Ackerman
 

Area man charged 
with forgery

Coralville police have accused a 
man of committing forgery.

Patrick Mulengwa, 31, 920 W. Cher-
ry St. No. 6, was charged with forging 
checks to receive money.

On Jan. 1, Mulengwa reportedly 
obtained a to-be-determined number 
of blank checks belonging to a person 
while in that person’s home as a 
health-care provider.

Mulengwa allegedly wrote at least 
four checks payable to himself, forg-
ing the person’s signature, totaling 
$6,448.25. Mulengwa was confronted 
about the activity and reportedly 
made statements against self-interest 
while under Miranda.

Forgery is a Class-D felony.

— by Tom Ackerman

Man charged with 
third OWI

Authorities have accused an 
Iowa City man with OWI.

R o b e r t  B u r n s,  3 4 ,  Lo n e  Tre e , 
w a s  c h a rg e d  w i t h  o p e r a t i n g 
a  t r u c k  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e , 
t h i rd  o f f e n s e .

On Jan. 16, the reporting officer 
observed a Chevrolet truck with 
no license plates traveling east on 
Sandusky Drive. At a stop sign, the 
vehicle turned north onto Taylor 
Drive, where the vehicle was 
stopped to verify registration.

Burns did not have a valid 
license, and he is barred from 
driving as a habitual offender from 
April 2, 2014, to March 31, 2017. 
The officer reported Burns having 
slurred speech, bloodshot, watery 
eyes, and an odor of ingested 
alcohol from inside the vehicle.

Burns refused all tests. Burns 
refused a breath test at 11:46 p.m.

Third-offense OWI  is a Class-D 
felony.

 — by Tom Ackerman

BLOTTER

Hannah Balukoff, 20, An-
keny, Iowa, was charged 
Jan. 15 with PAULA.
Keyanis Black, 20, 
Coralville, was charged Jan. 
14 with violating a no-con-
tact, domestic-abuse pro-
tective order.
Cullen Blasberg, 20, Cedar 
Rapids, was charged Jan.15 
with PAULA.
Victor Bobo, 32, North Lib-
erty, was charged Jan.15 
with second OWI and driv-
ing with a revoked license.
Timothy Britton, 55, Fair-
field, Iowa, was charged 
Jan.16 with driving on a 
suspended/canceled li-
cense.
Marques Brooks, 31, 302 S. 
Dubuque St., was charged 
Jan.15 with driving on a 
suspended/canceled li-
cense.
Ryan Butler, 29, 20 Evans 
St. Apt. 4A, was charged 
Jan.16 with OWI.
Jacqueline Carranza, 26, 
1840 S. Gilbert St. Apt. 5, was 
charged Jan.15 with OWI.
Jordan Chapman, 25, 326 

Finkbine Lane Apt. 6, was 
charged Jan.14 with driving 
on a revoked license and 
second OWI.
Brian Downes, 37, River-
side, Iowa, was charged 
Jan.16 with OWI. 
Stephanie Elongamujinaga, 
24, Coralville, was charged 
Monday with OWI and ob-
struction of an officer.
Nicholas Fraizer, 19, New 
Orleans, was charged Sun-
day with public intoxication 
and with possession of a 
fictitious driver’s license/ID.
Robert Goldbeck, 27, Rock-
ford, Illinois, was charged 
Jan.16 with OWI.
Victor Hall, 49, Cedar Rap-
ids, was charged Jan.15 with 
first-degree harassment.
Bret Hamilton, 45, 
Coralville, was charged 
Jan.15 with simple assault.
Da’rell Henry, 22, 1405 
Pine St., was charged Jan.15 
with interference with offi-
cial acts.
Solrio Herrera, 26, 831 Cross 
Park Ave. Apt. 1B, was charged 
Jan.16 with second OWI.

Ryan Kidder, 31, Coralville, 
was charged Sunday with OWI.
Brianna Land, 24, 1100 Ar-
thur St., Apt 1, was charged 
Jan. 10 with fifth-degree theft.
Michael Lawler, 24, 637 S. 
Lucas St. Apt 4, was charged 
Jan.16 with OWI.
Levi Lochner, 21, Marion, 
was charged Jan.16 with 
OWI.
Jordyn Lund, 20, 514 S. 
Capitol St. Apt. 1, was 
charged Jan.15 with PAULA.
Tina Madison, 18, 1405 
Pine St., was charged Jan.15 
with assault on police/fire/
EMT personnel, interfer-
ence with official acts, dis-
orderly conduct, and with 
harassment of a public of-
ficial.
Ryan Mulhern, 20, 328 E. 
Washington St. No. 2931, 
was charged Jan.16 with 
keeping a disorderly house.
Austin O’Donnell, 22, Co-
lumbus Junction, Iowa, was 
charged Jan.16 with OWI.
Mathew Parizek, 41, 
602 Keokuk Court, was 
charged Jan.14 with violat-

ing a no-contact, domes-
tic-abuse protective order. 
Devonte’ Richmond, 19, 
Center Point, Iowa, was 
charged Sunday with PAULA. 
Michael Rooney, 23, Cedar 
Rapids, was charged Jan.16 
with OWI.
Shawn Tierney, 21, 305 
W. Harris St., was charged 
Jan.16 with OWI.
Jovan Trice, 19, 2401 High-
way 6 E. No. 3807, was 
charged Sunday with pos-
session of marijuana and 
intent to deliver and inter-
ference with official acts.
Jonathan Walker, 32, An-
keny, Iowa, was charged 
Jan.14 with third-degree 
domestic assault, obstruc-
tion of emergency com-
munication, and assault on 
police/fire/EMT personnel.
Adam Wehr, 36, 1906 Taylor 
Drive, was charged Jan.16 
with domestic abuse. 
Caelan White, 20, address 
unknown, was charged 
Jan. 13 with second-degree 
theft and forgery by check/
document.
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By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

One of the biggest phil-
anthropic groups in Iowa 
City took over the Coral 
Ridge Mall on Sunday.

The University of Iowa 
Dance Marathon held its 
Winter Family Event in 
the mall, giving fami-
lies involved with Dance 
Marathon a “free” day 
at the mall, said Mor-
gan Kennedy, the Dance 
Marathon family rela-
tions director. 

“We have usually one 
family event per month 
leading up to the Big 
Event,” Kennedy said. 
“This one is a new event; 
we’re partners with the 
Children’s Museum, so 

families can get free ad-
mission there.” 

In addition to the Chil-
dren’s Museum, families 
were able to get free food 
from several restaurants 
in the food court and see 
a movie at the movie the-
ater. There were more 
than 300 family mem-
bers and 150 Dance Mar-
athon volunteers at the 
event, Kennedy said. 

“It’s pretty much a free 
for all day at the mall for 
all the families involved 
with Dance Marathon,” 
she said. 

One of those families 
were the Havemans. Mi-
chelle Haveman, whose 
daughter Moriah was di-
agnosed with leukemia 
in July 2014, said Dance 

Marathon had been there 
for her family since the 
very beginning. 

“They’re amazing,” 
Haveman said. “They had 
volunteers right off the 
bat there, they’ve been a 
huge encouragement for 
her. It means so much to 
have people around she 
can interact with.” 

The event was not just 
for those children diag-
nosed with diseases but 
for their entire families. 

“We just stopped by 
because it was close to 
home,” Haveman said. 
“I think we’ll stay and 
check out some of the ac-
tivities, though.”

She said events such 
as Sunday’s were great 
opportunities for Moriah 

to socialize. 
“She’s such a people 

person; it’s awesome to 
have all these people 
around who are interest-
ed in her,” Haveman said. 

UI Dance Marathon 
was founded in 1994 in 
conjunction with the 
Children’s Miracle Net-
work, and it has raised 
more than $16.5 million 
for children. It has also 
contributed $5 million 
toward the construction 
of the new UI Children’s 
Hospital, according to 
the group’s website.

The group’s Big Event, 
the dance itself, will take 
place during 24 hours on 
Feb. 5 and 6. Last year, 
the event raised more 
than $2 million for pedi-

atric patients at the UI. 
Moriah said she 

looked forward to one of 
the activities offered at 
the Children’s Museum 

in particular. 
“Going to make a 

cape,” she said with a 
smile before rejoining 
her friends. 

By TOM ACKERMAN
thomas-ackerman@uiowa.edu

A recent request by the 
state Board of Regents 
for $20 million has been 
reduced to $8 million by 
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad 
to share among the UI, 
Northern Iowa Universi-
ty, and Iowa State Uni-
versity in an especially 
slim fiscal year.

Rep. Curt Hanson, 
D-Fairfield, who sits on 
the education appropria-
tions subcommittee, said 
he has voiced concern 
about the universities 
sharing such funds. 

“I want to see universi-
ties funded at a level that 

will mean Iowa students 
get a quality education,” 
he said. 

Hanson said such low 
funds could shortchange 
the universities’ ability to 
provide a quality education. 

“A quality education for 
Iowa students is some-
thing Iowa has prided 
itself on in the past, but 
we’ve seen a lot of slippage 
in the past seven or eight 
years,” he said.

Branstad spokesman 
Ben Hammes said the re-
gents aren’t alone in mak-
ing do with less. 

“The budget is very 
tight this year,” he said. 
“There were some influ-
ences that really affected 

the amount of revenue we 
took in this year.” 

Hammes blamed the 
strict budget on the bird-

flu outbreak, lower com-
modity prices, and an in-
creased world economy. 

“We still had some 
growth, but it’s not as 

robust as we expected,” 
he said.

Budget items such as 
education funding are 

based on estimated reve-
nue for the state, which is 
analyzed quarterly. Last 
reported in October 2015, 
the Revenue Estimating 

Committee said that the 
state would have an in-
crease in revenue — 3.4 
percent — for 2016.

While seemingly a pos-
itive result, the report-
ed revenue in December 
showed a drop to 3.3 per-
cent, totaling a loss of $9 
million for state programs. 
However, Hammes said 
negotiations on the Bran-
stad’s proposed budget are 
expected “for many weeks 
and months to come.” 

“We’re at the beginning 
of this legislative process,” 
he said. “Most everybody 
is getting the same or less 
because of the tight budget 
that we’re dealing with.”

Sen. Julian Garrett, 

R-Indianola, who sits on 
the Appropriations Com-
mittee, said he worries the 
2016 will, as recent years 
have, draw on the dwin-
dling surplus money in the 
state, around $100 million.

“Every year, people 
come to us and tell us 
they just have to have 
more [money],” he said. “I 
know the regents are in 
that situation.” 

Garrett said that as a 
result of prior financial 
commitments and a de-
crease in annual revenue, 
cuts have to be made. 

“We have several in-
creases that we don’t 
really have a choice on,” 
he said. 

DANCE MARATHON 22

Dance Marathon swirls into Coral Ridge

Branstad budget cuts regents’ request

Garret
senator

Hammes
spokesperson

Hanson
represenative

Simeon Smith and his family joke around in the IMU on Monday, Feb. 2, 2015. Simeon is 
celebrating five years of cancer free and is graduated at Dance Marathon 21. (The Daily 
Iowan/Margaret Kispert)



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

So, welcome back; we 
missed you. No, really. It 
turns out we really need-
ed another 20,000 pairs of 
feet to efficiently stamp Io-
wa City’s unshoveled side-
walks into ice sheets.

Speaking of which, we’re 
sorry about the tempera-
tures that greeted you 
upon your return. We pe-
titioned the Canadians 
to ease up on the whole 
weather thing, but our post 
card went unheeded. 

Probably has something 
to do with dark matter. So 
much does, not that we 
really understand dark 
matter. Flint, Michigan, 
drinking water filled with 
lead? Dark matter. Ben 
Carson doesn’t under-
stand a whit about the Big 
Bang? Dark matter. Your 
iPad is in a funkity-funk 
stage? Dark matter.

Or as Brown University 
physicist Richard Gaits-
kell  says:

“You’ve probably got a 
hundred million dark-mat-
ter particles going through 
your hand every second.”

Sounds a little creepy, 
I know. But at it least ex-
plains why you can hear 
political candidates, but you 
can’t feel them.

That sounds a little 
creepy, too, but I meant 
“feel” in the non-creepy, met-
aphorical way. 

Which is kind of the way 
Donald Trump feels about 
the Des Moines Register. 
Apparently.    

“The only poll I’m not 
leading in is the stupid Des 
Moines Register,”  Trump 
said in mid-December. “It’s 
a stupid newspaper that’s 
going out of business.” 

Well, you have to admit, 
Trump is an utter expert 
on stupidity. He looks in the 
mirror so often.

This is the same Trump-
ster who earlier this month 
kicked out a Muslim woman 
from one of his rallies be-

cause, well, she was a Mus-
lim, dressed like one, and 
had the temerity to attend 
one of his rallies. 

Apparently, it’s just not 
enough to ban Muslims 
from entering the coun-
try; they should be banned 
from public life until 
Trump can build enough 
camps to pen them in.

Pretty much, Trump 
is Col. Mustard in the 
library with the kettle-
drum. And a bazooka.

Which is not to say that 
the rest of the Republican 
characters are not in the 
game of Clue. Or Clueless, 
depending on your point 
of view and what you had 
for breakfast.

Take Sen. Marco Rubio, 
for instance. 

When asked on “Meet the 
Press” if he would exchange 
Iranian prisoners for Ameri-
can hostages in Iran, Rubio 
was emphatic:

“When I become presi-
dent of the United States, 
our adversaries around 
the world will know that 
America is no longer under 
the command of someone 
weak like Barack Obama. 
And it will be like Ronald 
Reagan where as soon as 
he took office, the hostages 
were released from Iran.”

Um, not exactly. 
Then-President Carter ne-
gotiated the release of the 
U.S. Embassy hostages, cul-
minating in an agreement 
with Iran on his last full 
day in the West Wing, un-
freezing Iranian assets in 
exchange for the hostages.

But Reagan got the hos-
tages released is a favorite 
GOP fairy tale. Apparently, 
that crowd still believes in 
the tooth fairy.

Rubio should be especially 
careful when talking about 
“tough” Reagan not negoti-
ating with Iran, because in 
the mid-80s, Reagan and 
his people famously (and 
secretly) negotiated with 
the Iranians, trading arms 
sales for American hostages, 
then sending the money to 
the Contras in Nicaragua, 
which the Reagan adminis-
tration backed in that civil 
war. That latter was against 
U.S. law, by the way.

Speaking of tooth fairies. 
Not to mention dark matter.
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On Sunday, South Carolina became the most re-
cent battlefield along the lumbering campaign 
trails of the Democratic bid for presidency, pitting 

the three Democratic nomination hopefuls (former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton, Sen. Bernie Sanders, and 
former Gov. Martin O’Malley) against each other amid the 
fluorescent red, white, and blue lights and banners of the 
Charleston location. Given that our beloved and crucially 
important Iowa caucuses are peeking around the corner, 
the candidates came to South Carolina prepared to rip 
each other’s policy to shreds.

The debate brought the ever-controversial issue of gun 
control into focus, with Clinton ripping into Sanders’ voting 
history on the issue, leaving him on the defensive.

Clinton set her sights on the Vermont senator and fired 
accusations of a much-too-relaxed gun policy, bringing to 
light on the debate floor of his cooperation with the NRA, 
helping pass a 2005 piece of legislation that granted gun 
manufacturers immunity from prosecution,

It is the same piece of legislation that Clinton cited the 
NRA as heralding as “the most important piece of gun-con-
trol legislation in the past 20 years.” 

Given the setting of the debate, the gun-control issue is 
weighted. Charleston was the unfortunate scene of the in-
famous church shooting allegedly perpetrated by Dylann 
Roof last year. It left nine people dead and provided argu-
ably one of the most convincing recent cases for the need 
for stricter gun regulation in the United States. 

Though, as Sanders stated in his retort to Clinton, he 
is indubitably the senator of a rural state with relaxed 
gun-control laws. At what point do congressional members 
voting histories reflect that of the constituents they are 
supposed to represent or their personal views, and how do 
these transfer to the Oval Office? 

One could argue that a senator’s adherence to the duty 
of a representative, voting in harmony with the ideals of 

those they represent to be an ideological triumph, a picture 
of a well-oiled representative-democratic machine. But 
when this vote is juxtaposed with the plague that is gun vi-
olence in the United States, morality becomes questioned, 
and the reactionary abhorrence toward such voting history 
becomes legitimate. 

That said, according to CNN, Sanders announced Jan. 
16 his support of a proposed bill to amend the legislation 
that got his vote more than a decade ago. He reaffirmed his 
current standing on the issue, contending that small mom 
and pop shops should not be held liable for the actions of 
individuals who buy firearms from their businesses, a just 
provision. 

Clinton stated in the debate, “Let’s not forget what this is 
about; 90 people a day die from gun violence in our country. 
That’s 33,000 people a year.” 

However, that number doesn’t tell the whole story. The 
majority of those deaths are due to suicides using guns: 
63 percent, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention. It’s not the first time Clinton has used this 
statistic without proper context, and leaving out this infor-
mation glosses over the issue of mental health as it relates 
to gun violence and otherwise.

Later in the debate, responding to a question about 
health care, Sanders said mental-health care would be 
included in his plan for universal health care in America. 
While we don’t have the space to discuss the merits of a 
universal health-care system here, it’s good to see that the 
estimated 10 million Americans who experience serious 
mental illness (according to the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness) wouldn’t be left behind under Sander’s proposal. 

The issue of gun control still divides the left and right, 
and meaningful change is unlikely in our intractable Con-
gress. However, both sides seem to agree that the way our 
country approaches mental health is woefully inadequate. 
Hopefully, we can find some middle ground.

EDITORIAL
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some hostages
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COLUMN

When I was a senior 
in high school, my ad-
vanced-placement govern-
ment teacher, Roni Cline, 
assigned us a final project 
in which we had to rede-
sign the American dollar 
bill. Of the minimal chang-
es I made, one of the most 
prominent ones was remov-
ing “In God We Trust” and 
replacing it with a new slo-
gan. I did it for a hypothet-
ical situation, but I never 
once believed that it would 
become an actuality. Hind-
sight is weird that way.

Last week, a group of 
atheists joined to file a 
federal lawsuit in order 
to drop “In God We Trust” 
from the U.S. currency. The 
legal action is backed by 41 

plaintiffs and Sacramento 
attorney Michael New-
dow, known for his failed 
attempt to remove “one 
nation under God” from 
the Pledge of Allegiance in 
2004. The group of athe-
ists argues that the phrase 
printed on currency impos-
es stress on atheists on a 
regular basis.

Normally, using religion 
as a basis to defend a piece 
of legislation warrants an 
automatic loss on the ju-
dicial battlefield. Howev-
er, that is usually the case 
when arguments are more 
straightforward. The ar-
guments presented in the 
lawsuit are, for a lack of the 
better word, interesting. 

One plaintiff contended 
that “her beliefs require 
that she trust in her own 
abilities and a general re-
sponsibility to lead an eth-
ical life. In handling the 
money, therefore, she is re-
peatedly unwillingly con-
fronted with the words ‘In 
G-d We Trust.’ Thus, she 
is forced against her will 

to accept and redistribute 
to others a message that 
goes wholly against her 
beliefs. Yet it is neither 
realistic nor reasonable 
for her to abandon the 
nation’s currency and use 
other forms of payment for 
all of her transactions.” 

“G-d” is used because the 
plaintiffs refuse to write the 
word “God.”

Sorry, but it is difficult to 
take this claim seriously.

First of all, the phrase 
“In God We Trust” stems 
from a line found in “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” 
in which the fourth stan-
za reads, “And this be our 
motto: In God is our Trust.” 
Given that the anthem 
was written during the 
War of 1812 and after the 
foundations were laid out 
for separation of church 
and state, it becomes ap-
parent that the origin of 
the phrase is more out of 
patriotism than devotion 
to a theological power.

Furthermore, the in-
terpretation of the motto 

can vary. Upon inspec-
tion of the physical text 
found on the dollar bill, 
it is apparent that the 
entirety of the saying is 
capitalized. Any English 
teacher will point out 
that this lacks specificity. 
Because of this, there is 
no set religion attached 
to the motto. In theory, 
the “GOD” mentioned 
could pertain to Allah, a 
Hindu god, an old pagan 
god, or even perhaps the 
spirit of American ideol-
ogy in general.

Given how vague the 
reasons behind the law-
suit are, I do not think that 
there is any solid ground for 
the plaintiffs to stand on. If 
seeing a simple phrase (one 
that doesn’t vindictively in-
sult or harm) on a piece of 
green paper offends people, 
then perhaps they should 
find other payment options. 
I recommend checks. That 
way, they can write “in 
god we trust,” and then 
cross it out. If it makes 
them feel better.

One nation, under litigation

Christopher Cervantes
crvantes@uiowa.edu

GUEST COLUMN

Last week, as I bike 
commuted to work, there 
was an incident during 
which I felt that my safe-
ty was disregarded. This 
is not an uncommon oc-
currence, however. In fact, 
in my experience it seems 
that even though I spend 
less time on my bike on 
the road in the winter, 
events that compromise 
my safety happen more 
frequently this time of 
year, when road condi-
tions are the worst. It is 
this seasonal concern that 
motivated me to write 
this letter so that I could 
ask of my neighbors and 
local community, please 
take a second to consider 
the safety of a bicyclist if 
you happen to encounter 
any of us out on the road, 
especially in the winter 
months.

This morning’s inci-
dent was notable for two 
reasons. First, it occurred 
at 10:15 a.m., when road 
traffic is much lower than 
my normal commute time. 

Second, the vehicle that 
encroached upon my safe-
ty was a police SUV. Of 
course, this immediately 
encouraged me to report 
the license-plate number to 
the appropriate office along 
with my plea that the Po-
lice Department encourage 
its officers to “slow down” 
and give plenty of room for 
cyclists (just as we are re-
quired to do, by law, when 
approaching them or other 
emergency vehicles). I feel 
that police officers are held 
to a higher standard, thus 
it would be appropriate for 
me to report this incident 
that I typically would have 
ignored. But a direct report 
feels a little like a child tat-
tling on another for a bump 
on the playground, and tru-
ly, it wouldn’t achieve my 
goal, for my message is for 
the whole community.

What happened was 
that as I climbed a rather 
large hill, I was passed by 
the SUV from behind. Why 
I felt this was an unnec-
essarily dangerous pass 

is twofold: 1) The driver 
did not slow the vehicle, 2) 
The pass was made with at 
most 3 feet of space. Legal-
ly, the pass was perfectly 
legitimate. However, from 
my perspective, 3 feet of 
space on an icy and san-
dy road was not sufficient 
and moreover, much more 
space could have been giv-
en with a minimal disrup-
tion to the driver. What I 
mean is that the reason the 
driver didn’t give me more 
space or reduce his speed 
was because of oncoming 
traffic. There were a cou-
ple of vehicles approaching 
from the opposite direction 
during his pass. What irri-
tates me about this is that 
those vehicles had fully 
cleared me literally within 
five to 10 seconds. So had 
the driver simply slowed 
and waited for a more ap-
propriate time to pass, he 
could have given me a full 
lane (or at least much more 
than 3 feet), and done so at 
a lower speed to boot.

So I ask you, my friends, 

my neighbors, my local 
community: Please con-
sider the safety of a cyclist 
as you pass us this time of 
year and always. Road con-
ditions are worse now, and 
while there are fewer of us 
out on the road, we are still 
there. It is appropriate to 
slow down and give us even 
more space than you think 
we may need, and we great-
ly appreciate it when you 
do. As you approach us on 
the road, think to yourself: 
Is now the optimal time 
for me to pass this cyclist? 
Can I momentarily reduce 
my speed? Can I give them 
more space if I wait for 
them to clear other vehicles 
or road obstructions?

I’ve found in most un-
safe passing situations 
fewer than 30 seconds can 
make a world of difference 
in the safety of cyclists. So 
my final question to you, is 
my life worth 30 seconds of 
your time?

Steven Davis
North Liberty

30 seconds of prevention



ing exposed to different ex-
periences and perspectives.”

Herky C.A.R.E.S. mem-
ber Rachel Schupick said 
she agrees that King’s 
legacy today is best rep-
resented through service.

“We should all stand 
together, no matter if 
you’re black or white,” 
she said. “Getting out, 
and taking action, and 
serving help different 

people build bridges to 
gain broader and bet-
ter perspectives. King 
wanted to strengthen 
the bonds among all 
people, and what better 
way to do that than by 
lending a helping hand 
to one another?”

Tarun Kadaru, the 
Herky C.A.R.E.S. exec-
utive officer for social 
justice, said he believes 
even though society ha-
ven’t yet reached King’s 
vision, it is getting closer.

“There’s always work 
to be done to ensure every 

single person, especially 
here on campus, has a 
sense of belonging and 
feels welcome,”  Kadaru 
said. “As we progress, 
more awareness should 
be raised about different 
identities, experiences 
and perspectives. Some 
issues today are beyond 
black and white, so it’s 
up to us to expand King’s 
message.”

The UI will contin-
ue to sponsor events in 
honor of King through-
out the week to empha-
size the importance of 

daily action.
Ben Ross, who partic-

ipated in the King Day 
event in Currier, stressed 
the importance of re-
membering King’s ideals 
on a daily basis.

“Being able to par-
ticipate in events on 
[King] Day is a great 
experience,” he said. 
“However, all the things 
I’ve learned and expe-
rienced shouldn’t stop 
after today. We should 
all try to work toward 
being better people to 
others every day.”

lack of journalistic experience 
didn’t hinder the persistent 
worker. She excelled in her 
positions by accepting what 
she did not know, learning 
quickly, and asking questions, 
she said. 

She served as lead editor 
for several aspects of the web-
site before becoming senior 
editor. On any given workday, 
she might decide what goes 

on the cover image, theme, 
headline designing an inside 
column, assigning stories, ed-
iting, or traveling. 

“I really love the cover. It’s 
more important than people 
know, and there are formulae 
to it,” Lemieux said. “Things 
that you have to be mindful 
about saying or not saying. 
Every magazine relies on ad-
vertisers, and we have to be 
careful around that, but we 
want to be as radical and rev-
olutionary as possible while 
still maintaining a certain 
standard of quality and able 

to have the magazine printed 
every month.” 

When she’s not brain-
storming another genius 
Ebony cover, the 31-year-old 
spends time browsing Twit-
ter, bursting out thoughts 
that might have lived on 
the Beautiful Struggler. For 
her 73,000 followers, the 
self-proclaimed feminist may 
provide comic relief with her 
almost daily shutdown of so-
cial-media haters. 

“Part of the reason I do it 
is because there are other 
people that are really hurt 

by trolls, really sensitive, 
and aren’t able to come up 
with clapbacks or a snap-
py response,” Lemieux said. 
“I want trolls to know that 
there’s somebody that they 
can’t break down.”

The line between ad-
dressing said trolls and 
keeping it professional, she 
said, is blurry.

“I represent a brand that 
is bigger than me, older than 
me, more important to our 
people than me and is held 
in a certain regard,” she said. 
“I’ve been accused of a num-

ber of violations of that by 
people who probably would 
not subscribe to support the 
magazine anyway.”

Yet no amount of neg-
ative backlash seems to 
slow Lemieux down. In the 
next five years, she hopes 
to have two published 
books under her belt. Fast 
forward 10 years, Lemieux 
said she wouldn’t mind be-
ing editor-in-chief. 

Lemieux maintains that 
her life, while beyond ordi-
nary to many, can be just 
that to her.

“When I’m off stage, off 
work, I think I live a life 
that is pretty on par with 
most women in their late-
20s, early mid-30s,” she 
said. “I’m single. I am a 
parent of my beautiful, 
almost 3-year-old daugh-
ter. My boss and I are very 
close. There’s not a whole 
lot of down time, but I do 
have great friends and 
people who fill my spir-
it. I like to go to bars and 
drink. I like to go on dates. 
I like to shop. I’m very 
much a regular girl.” 

Opting against an open 
Q&A format, Rubio stuck 
largely to same stump speech 
he has used throughout the 
campaign. As a member of 
the Senate’s Intelligence 
and Foreign Relations Com-
mittees, Rubio said Presi-
dent Obama’s foreign policy 
and spending cuts have left 
American less safe. 

“What has happened is 
that reductions in defense 
cuts leave us as vulnerable, “ 
Rubio said, noting that some 
Republicans who pledged to 
cut all spending needlessly 
included the Pentagon.

According to Stockholm 
International Peace Re-
search Institute, an inter-
national think tank, the 
United States spends more 
on defense in 2014 than at 
least China, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, France, the United 
Kingdom, India, and Ger-

many combined — some ex-
perts also include Japan.

Miles away from a nearby 
VA Hospital, Rubio harked 
back to issues in the system 
that delayed care for many 
veterans and led to Secretary 
Eric Shinseki’s resignation. 

In Iowa, Republicans ham-
mered Rep. Bruce Braley, 
who was running for the U.S. 
Senate, over missing Veter-
ans Administration hearings. 

Pledging to have a busy 
first day in the White House, 
Rubio promised to gut regu-

lations and executive orders 
passed by the Obama admin-
istration — specifically point-
ing out the EPA and Common 
Core education standards. 

Rubio said he would re-
peal the Affordable Care Act, 
as known as Obamacare. 

According to Politico, Re-
publicans in Congress have 
voted for such an action 
more than 50 times, includ-
ing partial repeal measures, 
in the past five years. 

Monday’s stop was the 
fourth stop on Rubio’s jaunt 

through the state, which also 
included Decorah, Waverly, 
Ottumwa, and Bettendorf. 
On Jan. 16, he visited John-
ston, Council Bluffs, and 
Sioux Center  

In some Iowa GOP circles, 
Rubio has earned the nick-
name “Mayor of Ankeny,” a 
Des Moines exburb, for his 
focus on the state capital 
and its suburbs — a knock 
at his perceived lack of at-
tention to eastern Iowa and 
other parts of the state. 

Polk County GOP head 

Will Rogers, who was at 
Rubio’s event in Johnston 
over the weekend, said some 
Iowans are starting to grav-
itate toward Rubio. But he 
says the field is just too di-
vided for someone such as 
the senator to emerge. 

Plus Rogers said Rubio, 
like many candidates, is still 
in Trump’s shadow.

“There were 500 people 
at the Rubio event,” Rog-
ers said. “But there will be 
5,000 people at the next 
Donald Trump event.”

KING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

RUBIO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

LECTURE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

A portait of Martin Luther King Jr. painted by Sam Watkins is shown in the IMU Kendal Gallery 
on Monday. Watkins will have an interactive painting session of King today in the IMU. (The 
Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)  
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tor of residence education, 
wrote in an email.

Housing & Dining sent 
an email to students in the 
residence halls before win-
ter break, asking students to 
take their hoverboards home 
and not bring them to dorms 
if they received them as gifts. 

“We felt, based on fire safe-
ty, that we should prohibit the 

use and storage of the hover-
boards in the residence halls,” 
said Von Stange, the UI assis-
tant vice president for Stu-
dent Life. “We want to make 
sure students are protected.”

The punishment for hav-
ing a hoverboard in the resi-
dence halls is similar to those 
doled out for possession of 
other prohibited items, such 
as toaster ovens and candles. 
The ban will be enforced 
through hall coordinators 
and resident assistants.

Several major airlines 

have banned hoverboards, 
and at least 20 colleges 
around the country have re-
stricted their use, including 
some in the Big Ten.

The University of 
Northern Iowa has also 
banned hoverboards from 
its residence halls.

Nicholas Rafanello, a 
UNI assistant director of 
residence life, said officials 
banned the boards mostly 
for fire safety reasons but 
also because they present a 
general safety hazard.

The devices are relatively 
new, so there could be a solu-
tion to the fire hazard risk in 

the future.
“If the problematic hover-

boards go away, and if we find 

there’s a record of fire safety, 
then we may revisit the ban 
in the future,” Stange said.

BAN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



• UI Student Posters: Just Living, 8 a.m., Main 
Library Learning Commons 
• Microbiology Thesis Seminar, Jenna McCracken, 2 
p.m., 2117 Medical Education & Research Facility
• Keep Moving Forward: A Live Painting of Mar-
tin Luther King, 6:30-9:30 p.m., IMU Kendall Gallery 
• Taiji Level I Beginner Class, 6:40 p.m., 1117 Univer-
sity Capitol Center 
• Martin Luther King Celebration Week, Guest 
Speaker Jamilah Lemieux, 7:30 p.m., Iowa Memorial 
Union Main Lounge

• Underground Open Mike, 8 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Memphis Dives, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Tuesday, January 19, 2016 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19):  Make career decisions, and pick up the skills 
that will help you qualify for a new position. Good fortune awaits if you 
put in the effort. Don’t be discouraged by someone who doesn’t see things 
your way. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Take the helm of any project you decide to 
embark upon. You will open up new possibilities through conversations 
with experts. Express your ideas, and interest will mount and advance-
ment and recognition will follow.  
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’ll attract poor influences. Make up your 
own mind rather than giving in to peer pressure. A tendency to be indul-
gent will leave you in a precarious position. Listen to the voice of reason, 
not someone using emotional manipulation. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Put a little muscle behind an activity you 
participate in, and you will turn heads with your masterful way of pre-
senting what you have to offer. A partnership looks promising, and talks 
will lead to a contract or commitment.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll excel when faced with something new 
and exciting. Romance is on the rise, and making personal changes 
will bring you plenty of positive attention. Don’t let your popularity 
lead to conceit.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You will be in dire need of a change. Engage 
in something that will allow you to share your ideas with people who 
are uplifting and offer positive support. Don’t give in to someone using 
emotional tactics to control your every move.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Focus inward, and do your best. Make the 
subtle physical changes that will boost your confidence. Refuse to let 
someone you live with push you around. Make a difference by setting 
new ground rules.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Gather enough information to bring about 
a change or book a long-overdue trip. Take a stance, and opt to put your 
energy into working on something that you really want to see happen. You 
can offer someone help, but don’t go overboard.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t be too quick to start something 
new. More information will be necessary if you want to avoid a huge 
oversight, cost, or opposition. Put your time and effort into your home, 
family, and important relationships.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): It’s up to you to take action. Focus on your 
professional or financial goals, making sure that you are not being unrealis-
tic. There will be a price to pay if you don’t pay close attention to detail.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Make home improvements, spend time 
with family and friends, and take better care of your health and well-being. 
Don’t be fooled by a display of emotional tactics from someone who only 
wants your money and your sympathy.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): What you do to help a cause will also help 
you. Being involved in something that will bring about positive change 
will encourage you to make new contacts that will contribute to your 
life. Let go of the people who drag you down.

Best of the Iowa 
City police log

• EXTREME HIPPIES IN A 
CAMPER AT THIS LOCATION.
THEY ARE LOOKING A “LITTLE 

ROUGH.”

• CALLER REPORTED THAT 
IRVING WEBER STATUE HAD 
BEEN DRESSED IN BRA AND 

A SKIRT.

• BUNCH OF PILLS ALL 
OVER. IN THE GRASSY AR-
EA. MULTIPLE COLORS AND 

STYLES OF PILLS.

• SICK RABBIT OUT IN THE 
STREET, RUNNING AROUND 
IN CIRLCES AND ACTING 

STRANGE.

• COMP IS NEEDING SOME 
ADVICE. WOULD NOT SAY 
WHAT FOR AND WOULD NOT 

GIVE HER ADDRESS.

• DRUNK FELLA ASLEEP ON 
THE COUCH FORGOT TO SHUT 
THE DOOR. EVERYTHING IS OK.

• KINNICK STADIUM IS TOO 
LOUD AND COMP WANTS TO 

TALK TO OFFICER ABOUT IT.

• OBJECT SMALLER THAN 
A BREAD BOX LEFT ON HIS 
YARD WITH THE WORDS “STAY 

AWAY” WRITTEN ON IT.

• FEMALE SUBJECT PICKED 
UP DEER SHE HIT ON ROAD 
AND PUT IN BACK SEAT, AND 

DEER IS STILL ALIVE.

• OTHER NEIGHBORS ARE 
LISTENING TO HER CONVERSA-
TIONS — THEY ARE JEALOUS.

Andrew R. Juhl suggests you follow 
Iowa City police log on Facebook and/or 

@IC_ActivityLog on Twitter.

The laws of conscience, which we pretend to be derived from nature, proceed from custom.
— Montaigne

KRUI  
     programming

TUESDAY
8 A.M.-9 THE MORNING
9 NEWS AT NINE
9:30-11 DJ TRAINING
11-12 P.M. MICHAEL MINUS
12 P.M. NEWS AT NOON
1-2 SPORTS SQUAWK
2-3 FACE OFF
5-6 NEWS AT FIVE
6-8 HAPPY HOUR WITH ETHAN 
& JOE
8-10 PUNKCORN
10-12 A.M. LOCAL TUNES

6A

6
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GymHawks fall short against Denver

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

Both the men’s and 
women’s swimming and 
diving teams were hard at 
work over break, taking a 
training trip to Sarasota, 
Florida, to prepare for the 
championship portion of 
the season.

The trip, used each 
year to get away from 
the distractions of break, 
spanned from Jan. 3-10.

“Getting down here 
clears out any other dis-
tractions,” head coach 
Marc Long said in a re-
lease. “You can focus 
on training for perfor-
mance, and it’s a great 
environment. When you 
go to places like this, it’s 
the culture. There is an 
aquatics atmosphere, so 
that helps in bringing 
them together.”

Most days during the 
trip were spent with a 
swim in the morning, 
followed by a weight ses-
sion. On harder train-
ing days, the Hawkeye 
swimmers spent two 
hours in the pool in the 
morning, followed by an 
afternoon lift, with an-
other two-hour session 
in the pool that night.

The training trip is 
also an opportunity 
for both the men’s and 
women’s teams to grow 
closer as units.

“It’s something we 
look forward to during 
the first half of the sea-

son and is a good restart-
ing point in the middle 
of the season,” senior 
Charles Holliday said in 
a release. “We’re getting 
in hard training and are 
training together. It’s the 
best time of the year to 
come together and gear up 
for the rest of the season.”

Sitting at 1-2 in the 
Big Ten, the men want 
to propel themselves 
from their training trip 
into a successful cham-
pionship season. With 
the Big Ten Champion-
ships only five weeks 
away, the bulk of their 
training is behind them.

The men will travel to 
Northwestern on Satur-
day, followed by a trip to 
the Shamrock Invitation-
al in South Bend, Indiana, 
on Jan. 29-30, before they 
host their home finale 
against Western Illinois, 

a tune-up before the Big 
Tens.

The women’s team 
started the new year with 
a bang, coming home from 
their training trip and 
earning up a conference 
win against Illinois on 
Jan. 16, 174.5-125.5.

Junior Emma Sougs-
tad showed she had not 
missed a beat over break, 
picking up two victories in 
the 50-meter freestyle and 
200-meter breaststroke. 
Sougstad was also part of 
the winning 200-medley 
relay team.

Sophomore Meghan 
Lavelle was also a two-
time winner, placing first 
in the 100- and 200-me-
ter backstroke.

The Hawkeyes will 
travel to Northwestern 
this weekend to try to 
moving their conference 
record to 3-2.

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s ten-
nis team (1-0) flexed 
its muscles on Mon-
day, beating No. 70 
Utah State handily, 7-0. 
  The No. 71 Hawkeyes 
proved to be bad hosts, 
sweeping the Aggies in 
the first-ever meeting 
between the two schools.

“This was our first 
match of the year, and 
we’ve only really had 
five days of practice with 
the guys since they got 
back,” head coach Ross 
Wilson said. “So I knew 
the level we could play 
at, but I was very happy 
with how we came out. 
We had good starts, we 
controlled the matches 
and played very well.”

Iowa picked up the 
doubles point with wins 
coming from the duo of 
senior Dom Patrick and 
sophomore Josh Silver-
stein (6-4), along with 
juniors Nils Hallestrand 
and Robin Haden (6-3).

Hallestrand contin-
ued his fine work in 
doubles, carrying over 
his success from the Big 
Ten Indoor Tournament, 
held in Iowa City in No-
vember 2015.

The Hawkeyes took 
a stranglehold of the 
match during singles 
play, winning all but one 
set in the six matches. 
    Haden, a transfer, and 
freshman Jonas Larsen 
both picked up their 
first regular-season 

wins for the Hawkeyes 
in singles. Haden won 
the first singles point 
for Iowa, and Larsen 
clinched the match.

“I didn’t expect [to 
clinch the win],” Lars-
en said. “I didn’t start 
off with doubles today 
so that I could focus 
on singles. I think that 
helped, and I came out 
fired up from the first 
point. It was great to be 
out there for the first 
time and really feel the 
chemistry of the team.”

Silverstein won his 
match at No. 3 singles 
in straight sets. The 
sophomore, who played 
his way into the cham-
pionship of two tour-
naments over break, 
looked poised to have 
a breakout season for 
the Hawkeyes.

Sophmore Lefteris 
Theodorou picked up a 
convincing win at No. 
2 singles. The Greek 
player wore down his 
freshman opponent from 
Utah State, waiting for 
him to make mistakes.

“The guy I played was 
a freshman, so I knew 
I had more experience 
than him,” Theodorou 
said. “That definite-
ly played a role. He 
showed signs of wear-
ing down mentally. He 
made a lot of errors, so 
I just had to stay ready 
and make a lot of balls. I 
just had to wait for him 
to make an error and 
then take my chances.” 
  In his first match play-

ing at the No. 1 spot 
for the Hawkeyes, Pat-
rick picked up a gritty 
three-set victory (3-6, 
6-4, 6-2). Jaime Bara-
jas, Patrick’s opponent, 
is ranked No. 9 in the 
Mountain Region.

The win against a 
ranked Utah State team 
is a big one for Iowa, 
which has hopes of mak-
ing the NCAA Tourna-
ment. The Hawkeyes 
have set a goal of seven 
ranked wins and are 
now one closer with a lot 
of tennis left to play.

A dominating opening 
win will do nothing but 
good for the Hawkeyes, 
who are still young af-
ter graduating only one 
starter from last season.

“Obviously, you always 
want to win, and that 
gives you confidence, but 
I think [today] showed 
that this team’s goals 
are pretty high this sea-
son,” Wilson said. “Every 
guy in that locker room 
believes we can make 
the NCAA Tournament. 
Today was a match that 
had been circled on the 
calendar for a long time.” 
 
Follow @B_Dows4 for 
Iowa men’s tennis news, 
updates, and analysis.

No break for swimmersMen’s tennis starts 
with ranked win

The Pioneers outlasted the Hawkeyes in Carver-Hawkeye on Monday.
By MASON CLARKE
mason-clarke@uiowa.edu

After a successful road 
trip to Michigan State on 
Jan. 15, the Iowa women’s 
gymnastics team took its 
home floor Monday after-
noon in what turned out 
to be a tight loss to Denver.

“I think, unfortunately, 
what I’m seeing is they’re 
already … looking forward 
in their head, trying to 
think, ‘I’ve got to be ready 
for Saturday,’ ” Iowa 
head coach Larissa Lib-
by said. “In doing that, 
we kind of passed up be-
ing ready for this one.” 
 The Pioneers defeated 
the GymHawks, 195.900-
194.725.

With such a tight point 
differential between the 
teams, there were a few 
missed opportunities that 
potentially could have put 
Iowa in position to win. 

    The most glaring of these 
was on the beam. Iowa 
lost to Denver 49.025 to 
48.300, the largest defeat 
for Iowa in any event. This 
was due in large part to a 
fall by Iowa’s fifth-scoring 
gymnast, who alone scored 
half a point worse than 
Denver’s fifth gymnast.

Iowa fell to Denver 
by narrow margins in 
both the vault (49.000 
to 48.650) and the bars 
(48.950 to 48.800). 
 In the final event, the 
Hawkeyes defeated the 
Pioneers in the floor 
competition by a narrow 
margin (48.975 to 
48.925). The strong finish 
proved to be too little, too 
late for Iowa.

Despite a tough night of 
competition and a grueling 
weekend, the Hawkeyes 
never lost their passion.

After the defeat, different 
players were ringing the 

same attitude. They said 
that their team did great and 
that they loved performing 
in front of the home crowd 
in Carver-Hawkeye.

“When you’re up close 
and personal, man, it’s 
amazing,” assistant coach 
Caleb Phillips said. “I just 
get to dress sharp and 
cheer for our athletes.”

It may have also helped 
that Phillips understood 
how tough it was for the 
athletes to compete in two 
meets in three days.

“For these guys, it’s 
tough,” Phillips said. 
“Our kids who do multi-
ple events, it’s a little bit 
more taxing for them … 
we have all-arounders 
competing in four events, 
that’s eight full rou-
tines in just a few days.” 
 The Hawkeyes came off of 
a victory against Michigan 
State, which they won, 
194.900-192.575.

After traveling back 
home and competing 
again, Iowa’s team score 
fell nearly two-tenths of 
a point, but the mistakes 
were fixable and can be 

attributed at least in part 
to a grueling schedule.

The coaches said the 
Hawkeyes will try to stick 
more landings and execute 
the little things Satur-

day, when they face Ohio 
State in a home meet. 
 
Follow @makeclarson for 
Iowa women’s gymnastics 
news, updates, and analysis.

Iowa junior Angel Metcalf performs a move on the beam on Monday in Carver-Hawkeye. Metcalf  performed as an all-arounder during 
the meet. (The Daily Iowan/Kyle Close) 

The nationally ranked Hawkeyes picked up a season-opening win 
against Utah State.



Bluder believes her 
players are thinking too 
hard about turning the 
ball over.

“Right now, I feel like 
we’re almost scared of 
turning the ball over 
and scared of making 
the pass,” she said. “If 
you’re scared of passing 
the ball, you’re prob-
ably thinking you’re 
going to turn the ball 
over, and that’s what’s 
going to happen.”

Bluder also noted 
this is fixable, and it 
is something the team 
will continue to work on 
in practice.

The head coach said 
starting the second half 
sloppily causes much of 
the Hawks’ leads to fade.

“It’s kind of like we 
start off with bad kar-
ma and bad feelings in 
the second half,” Blud-
er said. “You’re going to 
have turnovers. But, if 
you have a turnover, you 
have to dig your heels in 
on defense, and I don’t 
think we’re doing that.”

Davis shines
Freshman Tania Da-

vis had quite the game 
in East Lansing when 
the team fell to Michigan 
State, 80-73.

Davis got the chance to 
return to her home state 
for the first time and 

scored a career high 16 
points. She was 3-of-3 from 
the field (all 3s) at the half 
and led Iowa in assists 
with 2, finishing with 5 for 
the game.

“I just want to keep my 
mentality and stay aggres-
sive offensively and defen-
sively,” Davis said. “I think 
that’s where I have most of 
my success.”

Sophomore Whitney Jen-
nings said that she looks 
forward to seeing more of 
the spark the freshman 
has in the upcoming con-
ference contests.

“We’re really good at 
playing together,” Jen-
nings said. “She’s a real-
ly good passer, and I just 
know I’m going to get shots 
when she’s in the game.”

By CONNOR SINDBERG and 
ADAM HENSLEY
connor-sindberg@uiowa.edu ad-
am-hensley@uiowa.edu

On Jan. 15 and 16, the 
Iowa track teams snared 
13 victories in the Iowa 
Dual in the Recreation 
Building against West-
ern Illinois and Iowa 
Central.

No team points were 
totaled.

“We used this meet 
as a steppingstone for 
building toward the sea-
son,” Iowa Director of 
Track and 
Field Jo-
ey Woody 
said in a 
r e l e a s e . 
“It’s good 
to come out 
here and 
c o n t i n u e 
to build on 
last week.”

Iowa’s Aaron Mallett, 
a cornerstone, won the 
men’s 60-meter hurdles 
with a time of 7.82., 
good enough for a facil-
ity record and tying him 
for fourth in the nation.

In the field events, Av-
ery Meyers claimed first 
place in the shot put, 
tossing for 57-6.5. He also 
placed fifth in the discus.

Four Hawkeye fresh-
men turned heads in 

their second time com-
peting for the Hawkeyes. 
Christian Brissett (first, 
21.87) and DeJuan Frye 
(22.05) stole the show in 
the 200 meters, claim-
ing the top two spots. 
Mar’yea Harris won the 
400 meters (49.12), and 
Andy Jatis won the pole 
vault (15.04).

Senior Mitch Wolff 
took home the victory 
in the 600 meters. His 
time of 1:21.78 beat 
Hawkeyes Ryan Dor-
man (1:21.95) and Drake 
Gauthier (1:22.41).

The Hawkeye women 
also flashed excellent 
showings in nearly ev-
ery event. Senior Lake 
Kwaza started the Io-
wa Dual winning the 60 
meters (7.48). Freshman 
Briana Guillory followed 
that up by winning the 
200 meters (24.44).

The Hawkeyes contin-
ued their success with 
freshman Alexis Gray 
finishing second in the 
400 meters (1:00.61) and 
junior Elexis Guster tak-
ing the top spot in the 
600 meters. Guster’s time 
of 1:32.04 puts her eighth 
on Iowa’s all-time list.

To close the running 
events, the squad of 
Guster, Guillory, ju-
nior Alexis Hernandez, 
and Kwaza dominated 

the 4x400-meter relay 
(3:45.85).

Iowa continued its 
winning ways with a 
season-best perfor-
mance from Khanishah 
Williams in the high 
jump. The graduate stu-
dent finished with a leap 
of 5-8.

“It feels great; it’s a re-
lief, actually,” Williams 
said in a release. “When 
I opened the season, I 
only jumped 5-3, but I 
still had a lot of prob-
lems with foot place-
ment and how I got over 
the bar. It’s 
been over-
whelming, 
b e c a u s e 
not only 
do I have 
to relearn 
a n o t h -
er side, I 
have to do 
everything 
d i f f e r e n t 
technically. It’s been 
challenging, but I’ve 
been working through it. 
This week just opened 
my eyes to what I can do, 
and I’m excited.” 

In the field events, 
Amy Smith and Leah 
Colbert both joined Io-
wa history. Freshman 
Smith, the lone compet-
itor in the pole vault, 
had a personal best 10-

10, sixth all-time at Io-
wa. Sophomore Colbert 
also joined the Iowa’s 
top-performers’ list with 
a throw of 52-2.05 in the 
weight throw, 10th in 
school history.

The Hawkeyes’ focus 
now turns to the next 
meet. Iowa will travel to 
Ames for the Big Four 
Duals on Saturday.

Follow @csindberg32 
and @A_Hens83 on 
Twitter for Iowa track 
news, updates, and 
analysis.

came to ranked opponents.
Redshirt freshman 

Sam Stoll has recorded 
a 14-2 record so far, with 
losses to seniors Austin 
Marsden (No. 5) and Nick 
Gwiazdowski (No. 1).

“I’m feeling good; I’ve 
had some decent success 
in the first part of the 
year,” Stoll said.

However, he knows 
there is a lot of season 
left ahead.

Even though the team 
only look forward, there 
is a lot of success this 
season that it can look 
back upon.

A highlight of Iowa’s 
season so far came at 
Northwestern Jan. 10, 
when the team posted 
a record-breaking 54-0 
win.

Five pins, a techni-
cal fall, and two for-
feits — one medical — 
were recorded.

While the Hawkeyes 
do not see Northwestern 
as a huge obstacle, put-

ting up that many bonus 
points proved, in their 
minds, that they do not 
overlook opponents.

“We’re still getting 
ready, and we’re still put-
ting points on the board,” 
junior Gilman said. 
“We’re still wrestling 
hard, and intense, and 
fast every time we’re out, 
whether it’s Northwest-
ern or one of the best 
teams in the country.”

That was the second 
time Iowa traveled to 
Evanston, Illinois, this 
season, the first being 
for the Midlands Tour-
nament on Dec. 29-30, 
2015.

Iowa’s schedule has 
worked out in its fa-

vor so far this year. The 
farthest the team has 
had to travel so far was 
to Champaign, Illinois, 
when the team ground 
out a 26-12 win.

The Hawkeyes will on-
ly have to get on a plane 
once, twice, should they 
make it to nationals in 
New York City.

“It’s a close to home 
schedule,” Brands said. 
“We’ll take it … But 
wherever we’re going 
to compete, we have to 
compete.”

Follow @cbomb12 on 
Twitter for Iowa wres-
tling team news, analy-
sis, and updates.

in the first half, and the 
Hawkeyes only led by 5 
at the half.

In the second half, 
however, the Hawkeyes 
shot 7-of-11 from 3, in-
cluding a stretch of four-
straight possessions.

Part of the better 
shooting can be attribut-
ed to having fewer play-

ers who can drive the 
paint, which McCaffery 
said pushes the balance 
to better shooters.

There was a distinct 
advantage in the num-
ber of loose balls the 
Hawkeyes recovered, 
and while they didn’t 
win the rebounding bat-
tle, they brought down 
enough boards to secure 
the victory.

All three are big rea-
sons the Hawkeyes 
are winning, and they 

have contributed to the 
Hawkeyes’ confidence.

Iowa’s confidence is 
growing, and as it grows, 
so, too, will that of the 
Hawkeye followers.

“It’s going to be a good 
year for Hawkeye fans,” 
Michigan head coach 
John Beilein said after 
the game.

Follow @IanFromIo-
wa on Twitter for Iowa 
men’s basketball news, 
updates, and analysis.

MBB
CONTINUED FROM 10

Mallett
athlete
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Hawkeye tracksters soar to 13 wins in Iowa Dual

Iowa’s Aaron Mallett prepares for the men’s 60-meter hurdles during the Iowa Dual meet on Jan. 16 in the Recreation Building. Mallett 
finished first with a time of 7.82. (The Daily Iowan/Brooklynn Kascel)

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa wrestling’s January slate:
1/8: at Illinois, W, 26-12
1/10: at Northwestern, W, 54-0
1/15: at Wisconsin, W, 31-3
1/22: vs. Purdue, 8 p.m.
1/24: at Nebraska, 2 p.m.
1/29: vs. Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Wolff
athlete
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By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Iowa wrestlers will be busy over 
the next couple of weeks, with the 
spring semester starting and their 
season heading into full swing.

The No. 2 Hawkeyes have four 
dual meets sched-
uled over a span of 
14 days — three at 
home against Pur-
due, Minnesota, and 
Indiana and one at 
Nebraska.

Including the 
three previous dual 
wins against Illi-
nois, Northwestern, 
and Wisconsin, the 
Hawkeyes will rack up six duals 
during the month of January.

They said they are not worrying 
about what is to come; they are 
taking it one meet at a time.

“Big Ten duals are important for 
seedings. We emphasize that, and 
our guys know that they have post-
season ramifications,” head coach 
Tom Brands said. “But it’s the next 
event on the calendar, and we get 
ready to go.”

Iowa has yet to lose this season. 
The team has posted an 11-0 over-
all record, 5-0 in the Big Ten.

Seven Iowa wrestlers — Thom-
as Gilman, Cory Clark, Brandon 
Sorensen, Alex Meyer, Sammy 
Brooks, Nathan Burak, and Sam 
Stoll — are ranked in the top 10 of 
their weight classes.

That could have something to do 
with their have combined for a 99-6 
record this season. All six losses 

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye women’s bas-
ketball team relish that it’ll re-
turn home for another conference 
matchup on Wednesday.

The Hawkeyes will host Penn 
State, (6-11, 1-5 Big Ten), but de-
spite that record, Iowa head coach 
Lisa Bluder doesn’t want her team 
to overlook the Lions.

“I told the team to-
day don’t be deceived 
by their record,” Blud-
er said. “This is a team 
that is very good, and 
they’re shooting the 
ball better than they 
did last year.”

In addition to 
shooting, Penn State 
can be a very good 
rebounding team, and athletes such 
as Chase Coley and Megan Gus-
tafson will be key in crashing the 
boards. Penn State averages 37.9 
rebounds per game.

In its most recent contests, Iowa 
has had issues keeping leads. The 
Hawkeyes opened up a 13-point 
lead at halftime over Michigan 
State on Jan. 16 but eventually 
lost by 7.

On Jan. 17, Penn State put up 39 
points in the fourth quarter against 
Michigan, and while the Nittany 
Lions did not win, Iowa must be 
prepared to fight off a late run.

 Turnovers and leads
The Hawkeyes sit at 3-3 in the 

Big Ten, the three losses due to 
excessive turnovers, especially 
late in games.

Iowa averages 16.5 turnovers per 
game — second-to-last in the Big 
Ten — and has the worst turnover 
margin in the conference.

FOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESK
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Bluder 
looks 
forward

Gilman
wrestler

Wrestlers 
prepare to 
grind it out

Bludder
head  coach

SEE  WRESTLING, 8

SEE  WBB, 8Men’s hoops 
riding high in streak

By IAN MURPHY  | ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

After another dismantling of a 
state university basketball team 
from Michigan Sunday, the Iowa 
men’s basketball team is 5-0 in 
the Big Ten and sits No. 9 in the 
AP poll — the highest Iowa has 
been ranked since 2001.

But to hear the players and 
the head coach tell it, they ar-
en’t surprised they’ve had this 
level of success.

“I didn’t not see it coming,” 
head coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “I thought we had a real-
ly good team. I felt like we had 
potential.”

The potential McCaffery saw 
has certainly manifested itself 
on the court.

The Hawkeyes are on a sev-
en-game winning streak follow-
ing their second-half collapse 
against Iowa State on Dec. 10, 
2015, including two wins over 
traditional conference pow-

er Michigan State and a road 
comeback over a ranked Purdue 
team.

“I think you can look at the 
Iowa State game in two ways,” 
McCaffery said. “Playing the 
second-ranked team in the coun-
try on the road in a hostile envi-
ronment, and we scored 82 and 
lost by 1. Or you can say, OK, we 
had a lead, and we couldn’t get 
the ball in-bounds twice and we 
blew the game.”

McCaffery credited the former 
as a major reason for the suc-
cess and preached the positives 
of the game to his team.

The team has bought into the 
philosophy, as evidenced by its 
record and scores recently. The 
average margin of victory on the 
seven-game winning streak is 
almost 11 points.

“I’ve tried to continue to play 
my role on the team. I could ob-
viously score more,” said senior 
Adam Woodbury, whose break-

away dunk in the 82-71 victory 
over Michigan, sent the Carv-
er-Hawkeye crowd into a frenzy 
against.

“I’m all about winning; I re-
ally want to win,” he said. “The 
things we’ve been doing for the 
last couple weeks really show 
what our team can be.”

Those things include winning 
on the boards, shooting lights-
out from behind the arc, includ-
ing a 10-of-22 effort from behind 
the arc on Sunday, and coming 
away with a majority of the 
loose balls.

Over the course of the streak, 
the Hawkeyes have done all of 
these and then some.

They were especially evident 
in the second half on Sunday. 

Iowa’s first-half 3-point shoot-
ing matched Sunday’s weather: 
frigid. The Hawkeyes shot just 
3-11 from behind the arc 

SEE  MBB, 8

Iowa wrestling is in the thick 
of the season.

Iowa center Adam Woodbury dunks during the Iowa-Michigan game in Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wolverines, 82-71. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

NOTEBOOK
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