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Bomb-squad called in Jessup Hall incident
By ALI KROGMAN
alison-krogman@uiowa.edu

A student’s backpack 
inside the President’s 
Office at Jessup Hall in-
terrupted the first day of 
classes Monday morning.

Police were called to 
the scene after a male 
student was seen acting 
“erratically” in Phillips 
Hall and then in Jessup, 
where he was taken into 
custody, according to a 
University of Iowa state-
ment.

The backpack he left 
behind prompted UI 
police to call the bomb 

squad to investigate the 
bag’s contents.

The student was trans-
ported to the hospital for 
evaluation. Officials is-
sued an all-clear Hawk 
Alert message at 2:29 
p.m. Police on the scene 
declined to speak to The 
Daily Iowan.

Students and facul-
ty who evacuated the 
building were left wait-
ing to find out what hap-
pened. 

UI graduate student 
Emily Seiple, who was 
inside Jessup at the time 
of the evacuation, said 
she had no idea what 

was going on after being 
evacuated besides the 
information sent in the 
Hawk Alert.

Bystanders watched 
as emergency vehicles 
raced to the scene and 
police taped off the area 
around the building.

Junior Allison Solak, 
who watched the scene 
unfold, said, “A cop car 
flew down the street, and 
officers started running 
to put tape up.”

New students started 
the year with an inter-
esting story to call home 
about.

“It was a really a cra-

zy experience,” freshman 
Myles Glandorf said. 
“You obviously don’t ex-
pect something like this 
happening, so seeing po-
lice cars and police tape 
everywhere was a sur-
prise. It really is an un-
settling and nerve-rack-
ing thing, especially 
considering my first ex-
perience with college 
classes.”

However, some stu-
dents didn’t seem to take 
the threat too seriously. 

“I didn’t think much of 
it,” said UI freshman Ha-
ley Cox-Benson. “I still 
feel safe on campus.”

Jessup Hall is quiet on Monday after people were evacuated because of a suspicious 
backpack. The backpack turned out to be harmless. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

By AUSTIN PETROSKI
austin-petroski@uiowa.edu

From the crowded streets of Iowa City to the gleaming new 
Coralville transportation facility, Megabus is joining the thou-
sands of University of Iowa students moving into a new home 
this fall.

Many students who attend the UI depend upon bus services 
in order to return home for holidays and when classes are over.

The stop, previously located at 435 S. Linn St., will now be 
located at the Coralville Intermodal Facility, 906 Quarry Road. 
Megabus will pay $750 a month to Coralville to use the facility.

Sean Hughes, the director of Corporate Affairs at North 
American Coach — the company that owns Megabus — said 
the new location has advantages. 

“We feel [this facility] gives much easier access for our cus-
tomers,” Hughes said. “The state-of-the art Intermodal station 

offers different numerous forms of transportation to come to-
gether. It gives benefits to riders, gets them out of the elements, 
and gives them more amenities.” 

UI parent and Omaha resident Cindy Jared, a Megabus 
rider, said she appreciated the new facility, but thought the 
location could be an inconvenience for students. She said she 
liked that the station offered shelter and bathrooms for those 
waiting.

“I feel bad for students who ride the Megabus. I ride a taxi to 
and from the stop,” she said. “I was going to ride the bus to get 
here. It’s much cheaper than a cab, but I would have to have 
taken a transfer from the area I was coming from.”

UI student Hannah Kousheh, who uses Megabus, said she 
didn’t mind the location of the new stop. 

“I’m fine with it. It’s within moped distance,” she said. “It 
would be more convenient to have the bus stop in Iowa City, 
though.” 

By GAGE MISKIMEN
gage-miskimen@uiowa.edu

Details about an up-
coming minimum-wage 
proposal are still up in 
the air, particularly how 
the University of Iowa 
will respond.

At its meeting Thurs-
day, the Johnson County 
Board of Supervisors will 
vote on first consideration 
on establishing a plan to 
raise the minimum wage 
in the county.

The plan proposes rais-
ing wage from $7.25 to 

$10.10 an hour in a series 
of three 95-cent increases 
so business owners have 
a chance to find a way to 
adjust.

County Supervisor Ter-
rence Neuzil said he sup-
ports the minimum-wage 
increase. 

“Increasing individual 
income will improve the 
quality of life for those 
most in need and for 
those most in need, this 
will help them,” he said.

If passed, the super-
visors must approve the 
proposal at two later 

meetings as well. The 
tentative next consider-
ations will be Sept. 3 at 9 
a.m. and Sept. 10 at 5:30 
p.m.

Supervisor Mike Car-
berry said the mini-
mum-wage increase will 
affect more people than 
some may realize.

“Most people on min-
imum wage aren’t even 
teens. Most people think 
it’s for teens, but this 
ordinance would affect 
around 19,000 people if 
passed,” Carberry said. 
“Johnson County has the 

highest cost of living in 
Iowa. Nobody can live on 
$7.25.”

Many students mak-
ing minimum wage while 
working part-time at 
the UI could be affected 
by the ordinance if it is 
passed. 

UI spokesman Tom 
Moore wrote in an email 
that the university has 
not yet taken an official 
position on the proposal.

Neuzil said he doesn’t 
know whether the uni-
versity will have to follow 
the proposed change.

“I have heard reports 
that the question will be 
whether or not the uni-
versity will have to abide 
by the wage ordinance,” 
he said. 

Additionally, the city 
governments in Johnson 
County have the right to 
decline the supervisors’ 
ordinance and choose to 
follow state law or pro-
pose their own ordinanc-
es, Neuzil said.

Neuzil also said he 
understands businesses 
face a difficult task when 
planning to increase em-

ployee wages. 
“I’ve been trying to be 

a voice for the business 
community,” Neuzil said. 
“Hopefully, most busi-
nesses will be able to in-
corporate the first phase 
of the increases.” 

Carberry said he thinks 
this change would have 
a positive effect on the 
economy in the county.

“This will be good for 
our economy. Low-wage 
workers can’t save money 
with the current min-         

Supervisors may move on minimum-wage hike





By KAYLYNN HARRIS
kaylynn-harris@uiowa.edu

With fall and winter 
fast approaching, a lo-
cation for a temporary 
winter homeless shelter 
in Iowa City has not yet 
been found.

Shelter House, a local 
nonprofit, runs the tem-
porary shelter in Iowa 
City. The shelter has 70 
beds available on a day-
to-day basis. 

Shelter House Exec-
utive Director Crissy 
Canganelli said this 
limited space is an even 
greater issue during the 
winter because of the 
much harsher weather 
conditions. 

For the first time last 
year, Shelter House 
opened temporary hous-
ing during winter to 
provide safe living con-

ditions for the homeless. 
The space was a former 
Aldi’s grocery store do-
nated by property own-
ers Mike Hodge, Dean 
Oakes, and Kevin Dig-
mann.

Ronda Lipsius, co-ex-
ecutive director of the 
local Free Lunch pro-
gram, said she has con-
cerns about potential 
locations for the shelter. 

“It is important for a 
shelter to be in a loca-
tion close to other ser-
vices a 
p e r s o n 
may uti-
lize,” she 
said. “We 
have the 
C r i s i s 
C e n t e r , 
[the Do-
mestic Vi-
olence In-
tervention 

Program], [the National 
Allicance for the Men-
tally Ill] and Salvation 
Army on the same block 
as Free Lunch.”

Lipsius noted the 
fact walking is the only 
means of transportation 
many homeless people 
have, so a central loca-
tion is key. 

Shelter House hopes 
to continue to provide 
temporary housing this 
winter and is seeking 
donated commercial 
spaces, Canganelli said. 

“A ground-floor com-
mercial space that can 
occupy 25 to 30 people a 
night from December to 
mid-March and is near 
public transit would be 
ideal,” she said. “Winter 
housing is designed to 
help those who literally 
have no place else to go.”

Canganelli described 

certain procedures, such 
as Breathalyzer tests 
that are standard at 
Shelter House, won’t be 
required at the tempo-
rary winter facility in 
order to provide every-
one with a safe place to 
sleep.

Locals who frequently 
use Shelter House ser-
vices hope a location is 
found soon. 

Carl Johnson, who 
is homeless, said Iowa 
City’s homeless commu-
nity is in dire need of 
assistance in the harsh 
winter months.

“We are in a bad situ-
ation out here,” he said.

Canganelli said she 
hopes community mem-
bers will come forward 
like before with a donat-
ed space to use for the 

shelter.
Carlos, a local home-

less man who declined 
to give his last name to 
The Daily Iowan, said 
the biggest danger faced 
by the homeless during 
harsh Iowa winters is 
living on the streets 
with nowhere to go.

“People have died,” he 
said. “I have seen people 
freeze to death.” 
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Lipsius
 coexecutive director

UI officials to e-cigarettes: Vape off
The UI includes e-cigarettes in the smoking ban for the first time.  
By KATELYN WEISBROD
katelyn-weisbrod@uiowa.edu

Including e-cigarettes 
in the smoking ban went 
into effect on the Univer-
sity of Iowa campus this 
week, but some still flout 
the rules.

A UI sophomore who 
lives in the residence 
halls and preferred to 
remain anonymous, told 
*The Daily Iowan* that 
they often use e-ciga-
rettes in their room. 

“It’s incredibly easy,” 
the student said. “All you 
need is a box fan blowing 
out the window.”

Unlike past years, elec-

tronic cigarettes are now 
prohibited on campus. UI 
interim president Jean 
Robillard sent an email 
to students, faculty, and 
staff last week outlin-
ing the UI’s tobacco-free 
policy. Not only does this 
policy include the tradi-
tional tobacco products 
— cigarettes and cigars 
— but includes the more 
recently-developed e-cig-
arettes.

E-cigarettes are bat-
tery-powered devices 
that distribute nicotine 
to the user through water 
vapor mixed with several 
chemicals. According to a 
report by Public Health 

England, e-cigarettes 
are 95 percent safer than 
conventional cigarettes 
and can help smokers 
quit. However, the FDA 
has not yet approved 
e-cigarettes as a method 
of quitting smoking, and 
the topic is contentious 
among health officials. 
In the email to students, 
Robillard — who previ-
ously served as the dean 
for the Carver College of 
Medicine — says there is 
“growing evidence of po-
tential health hazards” 
from e-cig use.

Even though they do 
not technically contain 
tobacco, the UI policy 

bans e-cigarettes. This 
is because the state of 
Iowa treats e-cigarettes 
the same as tobacco 
products, meaning they 
cannot be sold to anyone 
under the age of 18. 

“The university is com-
mitted to supporting 
a healthy campus cul-
ture and promoting the 
well-being of all campus 
community members,” 
UIHC spokesman Tom 
Moore said. “This com-
mitment, along with a 
significant amount of 
research documenting 
health risks associat-
ed with tobacco use, the 
assessments of region-

al and national trends, 
and input from the cam-
pus community, provides 
the rationale for the es-
tablishment of a tobac-
co-free campus policy to 
include the use of e-cig-
arettes.”

Other schools across 
the country have begun 
to address the issue as 
well. Ohio State Univer-
sity also prohibits e-cigs, 
while Northwestern 
omitted them from their 
smoking policy.

E-cigarettes do not in-
volve any burning, and 
the substance that is 
exhaled is usually water 
vapor. They can also emit 

an odor and usually can 
be used indoors without 
setting off a smoke de-
tector.

UI Director of Resi-
dence Education Kate 
Fitzgerald said there 
have been instances in 
which the smoke detec-
tors have gone off in the 
dorms from the vapor of 
an e-cigarette. 

“[E-cigarettes] are 
banned on campus just 
like other smoking prod-
ucts,” Fitzgerald said. “In 
the residence halls, we 
have had concern over 
the smell, and they have 
set off the smoke detec-
tors."

Officials search for winter shelter
Shelter House searches for temporary winter housing to aid Iowa City’s homeless.



There are some mys-
teries of human life that 
will probably never be 
solved, even if you have 
a college degree.

Which is not to say 
that a college degree, 
or two or three, is an 
impediment to learn-
ing. Just look at Donald 
Trump.

Please. So the rest of 
us don’t have to any-
more.

But enough of fun 
and jangles, Bo. To the 
more-human mysteries:

How come, if Joni 
Ernst castrated all 
those hogs, we still have 
all these pigs running 
around?

If we had a cowboy po-
et or cowgirl poet, would 
he or she be the Poet 
Lariat?

 (Well, OK; here’s an-
other mystery. I came up 
with “Poet Lariat” on my 
own one night with only 
my old pal Jack Dan-
iel’s for company. Well, 
as most cowboy stories 
go, that’s not quite true, 
though it makes for a 
better story. I haven’t 
seen my old friend Jack 
for some decades now; 
I wonder how he’s do-
ing. I came up with “Po-
et Lariat” with my new 
friend Amp Energy Pas-
sion Fruit. That doesn’t 
sound very cowboy, does 
it? I mean, real cowboys 
don’t horse around with 
energy drinks, do they? 
They just drink oil right 
out of the ground.

 (But “Poet Lariat” 
was such an easy pun, 
I figured someone must 
have come up with it 
before me. [Try pun-
ning on Kierkegaard; 
I have. No fair taking 
more than a second.] So 
a Google search revealed 
that Clark Crouch has 
a website called Poet 

Lariat, complete with 
verse to match, or to 
tie down, one of which 
disputes that global cli-
mate change has ever oc-
curred, because, damn, 
it keeps getting cold in 
winter. He rhymes it bet-
ter than I do.)

Well, one mystery 
solved. And here I 
thought Jim Galvin 
should be Poet Lariat. At 
least he writes excellent 
poetry.

Then there’s this 
mystery: In what state 
would 10 African-Ameri-
can women be tossed off 
a train for laughing, per-
haps loudly? I guess on 
the street you call that 
guilty of laughing while 
black.

Why, that state would 
be dear, liberal Califor-
nia. When did Califor-
nia join the Confeder-
acy? you wonder. Hah. 
As John Kennedy Toole 
pointed out, the Confed-
eracy of Dunces is every-
where.

As the story goes, the 
10 (or 12; don’t try count-
ing this at home) women 
were members of a book 
club — you know, one 
of those ever-dangerous 
book clubs — taking a 
wine-train tour in the 
Napa Valley. They were 
approached by a white 
woman (stern, prim, 
middle-age, just going by 
a photo of her) who told 
the group members they 
were laughing loudly. I 
guess you could call that 
having fun while black.

One of the group mem-
bers, just going by the 
photo, looked to be about 
70, with white hair, 
glasses, and perhaps 
standing 5-1 or 5-2. You 
know the type — a real 
troublemaker.

At the next stop, the 
book-club members were 
escorted off the train. 
Hard to discern if they 
were being targeted be-
cause they were African 
Americans or book-club 
members. Want to make 
a guess?

I cheated; I already 
guessed.

Book clubs ought to be 
banned.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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At the focal point of the Iowa State Fair’s 
political soapbox, Republican heavy-
weight contenders Sen. Marco Rubio, 

R-Fla., and Donald Trump squared off on the top-
ic that is turning into the major talking point of 
the GOP presidential campaign: immigration. The 
man whose hair befuddles the masses announced 
his ambitions to end naturalization processes for 
immigrants, partic-
ularly the children 
of undocumented 
workers, while Ru-
bio claims to oppose 
that position. 

In Florida, which 
Rubio represents, 19.5 
percent of the popu-
lation is foreign-born, 
according to the Pew 
Research Center, 
ranking fourth na-
tionally and two spots 
behind New York with 
22.7 percent. Both of 
these hopefuls are not 
strangers to steady 
immigration into their 
respective states.

In Des Moines, the 
birthright-citizen-
ship debate became 
one of many conten-
tious issues in the 
GOP. The Candidate 
Who Must Not Be 
Named reinforced 
his hardline stance 
against immigra-
tion, especially from 
our neighbors to 
the south. Howev-
er, his rhetoric fur-
ther vilified those 
immigrant workers, 
alienating a signif-
icant portion of the 
country he aspires 
to represent.

According to the Migration Policy Institute, 
Trump’s hometown of New York City is the home 
to the eighth-highest Mexican immigrant popula-
tion in the country with 316,000 residents, rank-
ing behind metropolitan areas such as Los Ange-
les and Chicago, with 1.75 million and 677,000 
Mexican immigrants, respectively.

Though Mexican immigrants may only account 
for 1.7 percent of the sprawling New York City me-
tropolis, the business mogul wishes to drastically 
marginalize undocumented immigrant workers, 
dehumanizing their status in what is anecdotal-
ly referred to as the most influential nation in 
the world. With an established value just over $4 
billion by Forbes, Trump has consistently denied 
his use of undocumented workers in assembling 
his property empire, as evidenced by recent Daily 
Beast and Reuters investigations.

Overseas in the United Kingdom, anti-immi-
gration rhetoric has become a staple in the likes 
of the Conservative Party, namely David Camer-
on — who wishes to amend the UK’s relationship 
in the European Union, attempting to effectively 
shut down the country’s borders to immigration. 

Such political figures fear the economic disadvan-
tages an influx of immigrant workers would bring 
to their native population.

However, in the UK, 11 percent of the entire 
National Health Care Service staff is non-British, 
while 14 percent of clinical staff and 26 percent 
of doctors are foreign-born, according to statistics 
obtained last year from the Health and Social Care 

Information Centre 
by *The Guardian*. 
Furthermore, Uni-
versity College Lon-
don released a study 
in 2013 finding that 
despite the non-Eu-
ropean immigrant 
workforce growing 
over 2.2 million in 
Europe between 
1992 and 2011, that 
same workforce con-
tributed £8.8 billion 
more to the Trea-
sury than they took.

Immigrants are 
not siphoning mon-
ey from the Euro-
pean economy and 
its people, and they 
are not doing so 
here. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, 
foreign-born work-
ers were earning 81 
percent that of the 
native-born work-
force in 2014. Im-
migrants, from the 
workers to their 
children, help sus-
tain our free-mar-
ket enterprise (par-
ticularly under the 
top-down model that 
facilitates Trump’s 
earnings) and create 

the diverse vibrancy this country has thrived and 
will thrive upon. 

Trump wishes to directly contend the 14th 
Amendment; he denies the economic benefit of 
immigrant workers in conjunction with challeng-
ing the traditional naturalization interpretation 
of the Constitution. The state of Texas has piggy-
backed on this movement by denying birth certif-
icates to the children of undocumented workers, 
according to an Al Jazeera article last week. Such 
reactionary gestures by a Republican candidate 
and a traditionally conservative state depict the 
societal marginalization of the immigrant work-
force, and it turns those individuals and families 
into second-class citizens. 

All of this is not to say that the United States 
should accept any and all immigrants. Trump’s 
meteoric rise is fueled by a clear anger among 
many Americans on current immigration trends, 
and we must make sure a pathway to citizenship 
for undocumented immigrants doesn’t come at 
the expense of those who are already here. But 
the data simply don’t support the argument that 
immigrants are detrimental to our economy, as 
certain presidential candidates suggest.
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Immigrants benefit
 the economy

In the case that you 
haven’t already heard 
about the Ashley Mad-
ison scandal, here is 
what has happened. The 
world’s most popular 
networking site for those 
looking to have an affair, 
Ashley Madison has 
been hacked. More than 
37 million users’ person-
al information has been 
released to the public. 

This scandal has 
raised, and will contin-
ue to raise, plenty of 
issues of regarding In-
ternet security and pri-
vacy. Not to mention the 
repercussions of failed 
marriages and some di-
vorces. There are even 
search engines that 
let you look up if your 
spouse has ever signed 
up to use the site. 

With well more than 

30 million users signed 
up for Ashley Madison, 
chances are this could 
affect someone you 
know. Even Josh Duggar, 
known for his role on the 
reality show “19 Kids 
and Counting,” has ad-
mitted to using the site. 

There were suppos-
edly thousands of gov-
ernment officials who 
had signed up, and even 
email addresses from 
members of the United 
Nations and the U.S. 
military that were re-
portedly on the list. 
Adultery can be a crim-
inal offense under the 
Uniform Code of Mil-
itary Justice. Some of 
these people have said 
that others have used 
their email addresses 
to sign up for the site. 
However, it’s almost 
impossible to tell the 
difference between peo-
ple who actually used 
to site to commit affairs 
or the people who were 
framed. 

These people could 
potentially lose their 
jobs and ruin their fam-
ilies. Can you really feel 
bad for them, though? 

It’s easy to find sympa-
thy for the families af-
fected but not for these 
people who were caught. 
Cheating is cheating, 
and most of the regis-
tered users on Ashley 
Madison were men: 86 
percent. Plenty of wom-
en will now be suspi-
cious and worried now 
that their husbands are 
adulterous. 

This also brings up 
another concern. Is any 
of your information safe 
online? Ashley Madison 
claimed that for a fee of 
$19 it would delete your 
account and informa-
tion. But it never fully 
deleted everything. It’s 
2015, and the rules of 
privacy on the Internet 
are still debatable. For 
people who are doing 
things they probably 
shouldn’t be on the web, 
this hack will have them 
concerned. Granted, 
these people signed up 
to cheat on their spous-
es, but is it too far for all 
of their information to be 
released to the public? 

The hackers who did 
this call themselves 
Impact Team, and they 

said in their statement 
on the day of the re-
lease, “Chances are your 
man signed up on the 
world’s biggest affair 
site but never had one. 
He just tried to. If that 
distinction matters.” 

Does it matter? I 
would say it doesn’t. 
They signed up with 
these intentions, re-
gardless if they went 
through with it. Are 
these people bad people? 
Are all people who make 
a decision like this bad 
people? This leak could 
potentially ruin lives, 
but then again, what 
did these people expect? 

According to a study 
from Indiana Universi-
ty, up to 19 percent of 
women and 23 percent 
of men reported cheated 
on their significant oth-
ers. A Huffington Post 
headline read: “Divorce 
Lawyers Brace For ‘Tsu-
nami’ After Ashley Mad-
ison Hack.”

Affairs happen, with 
or without a website. 
But let’s hope maybe 
this will make some 
people think twice about 
their decisions online. 

Getting ‘Ashleyed’
COLUMN

Sydney Newton
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MEGABUS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WAGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Hughes said the new 
facility would be an adjust-
ment but ultimately ben-
efit students who ride the 
Megabus.

“Well, the first person 
to ride the Megabus to the 
new facility was a univer-
sity student,” he said. “It 
may take a bit of an adjust-
ment, but eventually, they 
will understand the benefit 
of the move.” 

Another common con-
cern about the new loca-
tion is parking for those 
who wish to leave their ve-
hicles at the facility while 
they travel.  

Vicky Robrock, the direc-
tor of Coralville of Parking 
and Transportation, said 
long-term parking in the 
area would be available.

“There is a public 
parking ramp east of 
the Intermodal by the 

Marriot, which is ap-
proximately a half block 
from the Megabus stop 

that permits long-term 
parking,” she wrote in 
an email.

mum wage,” he said. “If 
you pay more, people 
will be able to save and 
spend more, so it’s good 
for the economy if the 
increase passes.”

If the ordinance is 
passed, the first phase 
of the plan would be 
implemented Nov. 1 
and would require busi-
nesses to increase their 
minimum wage at least 
95 cents from the cur-
rent rate of $7.25. 

Neuzil said he thinks 
the proposal is moving 
a little too fast. 

“I think I would be 
much more comfort-
able if we slowed this 
down and implement-
ed it over a longer pe-
riod of time,” he said. 

“I have concerns about 
enforcement. If we do 
these things too fast, it 
will have too much im-
pact. Ultimately, this 
is about addressing 
something that feder-
al and state folks have 
not done so the county 
says, ‘We will address 
it.’ ”

Neuzil said too much 
of an increase could be 
detrimental to the busi-
ness community.

“Keeping the wage 
around $10 would have 
a highly positive impact 
for the community,” he 
said. “I think there are 
several people confused 
between a minimum 
wage and a living wage, 
and we’re talking about 
minimum wage here. I 
think once we get above 
$10, it will have detri-
mental impact on sev-
eral area businesses.”

The Coralville Transit Station is quiet on Monday. The facility is being rented by Megabus because of growing noise complains; it 
is now the current stop location for the Megabus system. (The Daily Iowan/James Year)



• Biomass Fuel Project, 9 a.m.-noon, Hawkeye 
Commuter Lot
• IMU Poster Sale, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., IMU Hubbard 
Commons
• Student Job Fair, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., IMU Main Lounge
• Microbiology Seminar,  John Williams, “Why Pul-
monary CD8 T Cells Won’t Fight, Fight, Fight for Iowa,” 
3 p.m., Bowen Watzke Auditorium
• Cultural Centers Open House, 4-6 p.m., Af-
ro-American Cultural Center,  Asian Pacific American 
Cultural Center, Latino Native American Cultural 
Center, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgender Center
• Student Organization Fair, 6-9 p.m., IMU Main 
Lounge

• Tangerine, 6 p.m., The Tribe, 8 p.m., FilmScene, 
118 E. College
• Janelle James,comedy, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• Underground Open Mike, 8 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 
S. Linn
• Universe Contest, Chad Link, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 30 E. 
Washington

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Tuesday, August 25, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Pressure will lead to an emotional melt-
down if you aren’t willing to turn your focus inward and work on 
self-improvement. Turn any negatives you face into positives by offer-
ing original solutions. Romance is encouraged.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You can learn new skills by volunteering to 
take on new responsibilities. The way you communicate with your peers 
and the decisions you make will raise your visibility and set you up for 
advancement. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put more into the way you present and pro-
mote what you have to offer and how you look. Don’t let comments or 
false information play on your emotions. Go directly to the source, and 
find out for yourself what’s true and what isn’t.  
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Try something new, exciting, and different. 
Engage in activities that will provide you with unique information that 
can result in new projects or job prospects. An open mind and new 
opportunities will motivate you. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Consider a change of plans with regard to how 
you use your skills and talents. Put more time and effort into looking 
and being your best. A romantic encounter will help you make a deci-
sion that will lead to good fortune. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Push yourself to get out and participate. 
You will discover fascinating information that will help you make wise 
choices about your future. Someone will present you with a generous 
offer. Negotiate, and ask for a signed contract. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Emotional confusion will pose a problem for 
you when dealing with friends and relatives. You will do better working 
alongside people you don’t know too well. Offer to help an organiza-
tion you believe in, and see where it leads.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Do your best to avoid physical confronta-
tions. Don’t let anyone put you in a vulnerable position. Someone will 
offer you a chance to make an unusual move. Call in favors if it will help 
you take advantage of a deal or proposal. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Take precautions when dealing with 
people who overreact. An opportunity to use your skills to make money 
is in the stars. You can improve your standard of living if you stay com-
petitive in your field. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take care of money matters, and you 
will find a way to increase your income through investments, business 
plans, or collecting debts owed to you. Taking a practical approach and 
finding workable solutions will lead to ongoing gains. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Listen carefully, and don’t let anyone fool 
you into thinking that you are getting the whole truth. Ask questions, 
and use your charm to find out what you need to know in order to 
make a decision.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t fall short because you are too proud 
to ask for help. Look to business associates or new acquaintances to 
pitch in, and you will form relationships with people who can help you 
make your dreams come true.

A partial list of 
things I should 

probably tell 
every prospective 

girlfriend
 

• When I eat pepperoni 
pizza, I pretend it’s a 
classmate who’s been 

making “do me” eyes across 
the room at me all semester. 

I. Go. At. It. 
• Whenever I’m at a funeral, 
and I hear someone remark 
of the recently deceased: “S/
he never had a bad word to 

say about anyone,” all I hear 
is “This stiff was one boring-

ass person.” 
• I’ve been to a lot of parties 

where I’ve asked a lot of 
people what they do or what 
they study. I have never once 

remembered the answer a 
day later. 

• Throw pillows. That’s what 
they’re called. That’s what 
I do with them. Consider 

yourself warned. 
• I’m completely AGAINST 

testing cosmetics on animals. 
I’m completely FOR testing 
fall fashions on animals. It’s 

freaking adorable. Also, I 
can usually pull off anything 
that already looks good on a 

marmoset. 
• I’m a firm believer that 

everyone should be allowed 
ONE vice. My one vice is 
drunken online gambling 

while snorting cocaine off a 
fully satisfied prostitute’s 
backside. Oh, and also I 

smoke occasionally.

The most common form of human stupidity is forgetting what one is trying to do. 

— Nietzsche

Andrew R. Juhl thanks LM, BA, SAL, 
RS, KK, DH, and PS for contributing to 

today’s Ledge.
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Coach Bond Shyman-
sky’s overhaul of the Iowa 
volleyball program contin-
ued during the off-season, 
and, while he spent his 
first year implementing a 
new culture, he enters his 
second season now having 
rebuilt essentially the en-
tire roster.

New hirings are often 
allowed roughly a four-
year window to accumu-
late “their players,” but 
Shymansky has arrived at 
that point at a torrid pace. 
The Hawkeyes graduated 
four seniors last year and 
agreed to part ways with 
four other players. In their 
place, Shymansky has 
brought in four freshmen 
and four Division-I trans-
fers.

He also brought in a 
large recruiting class in 
2014, so after only one sea-
son and one off-season, he 
has personally recruited 
11 of the 15 players on the 
team.

The real effect — especial-
ly in the early going — will 
come from the transfers.

Ashley Mariani, a ju-
nior from Tennessee, Taylr 
McNeil (sophomore, South 
Carolina), Loxley Keala (ju-
nior, Missouri), and Annika 
Olsen (sophomore, Georgia 
Tech) were brought in for 
specific purposes, and by 
all accounts, they can be 
counted on for significant 
contributions.

First, the Hawkeyes 

trumpeted for much of last 
season that they had room 
to improve their serve-re-
ceive and first contact. 
Shymansky made tweaks 
in his back row, and just as 
the team felt a slight im-
provement in that area, it 
went on a run.

Now, the coach hopes 
that Olsen will provide sta-
bility in the back and help 
alleviate the past strug-
gles getting the ball into 
the system. As a freshman 
with the Yellow Jackets, 
she played in 113 of 118 
sets and was third with 
270 digs (2.39 per set).

“I really like what An-
nika Olsen is doing as our 
libero right now,” Shyman-
sky said.

Olsen can likely be pen-
ciled in as a starter, partic-
ularly with junior Alyssa 
Klostermann set to miss at 
least the start of the season 
with a thumb injury, and 
she won’t be the only new 
face on the floor.

“Loxley Keala is doing 
a great job as our starting 
setter right now,” Shyman-
sky said. “She will clearly 
be the starter.”

Similar to Olsen, Ke-
ala arrives as not just a 
Division-I transfer but a 
battle-tested one. She ap-
peared in every match (69) 
and every set (245) in her 
two seasons at Missouri 
and led her team with 5.61 
assists per set. She was al-
so third with 2.06 digs per 
set.

A versatile and intelli-
gent setter, Keala has a 

firm grasp on her role in 
Iowa’s system.

“Setting a 5-1 is im-
portant not only because 
you keep the tempo the 
same with just one setter, 
but it splits the offense 
in the sense that I’m able 
to attack as well,” Keala 
said. “I’m able to split the 
blockers themselves and 
get one-on-one, if not any 
blockers. Other teams don’t 
know what to expect from 
us, and we’ll catch them on 
their heels.”

Mariani, a versatile 
player in her own respect, 
is competing for a start-
ing spot likely as a middle 
blocker. She started in 61 of 
her 64 matches as a Lady 
Vol, and she has ability as 
both a blocker and a hitter.

The fourth transfer, Mc-
Neil, has the least obvi-
ous role to fill, as Lauren 
Brobst, Jess Janota, and 
Taylin Alm make up a 
promising young corps of 
hitters. McNeil, however, 
will be hard to keep off the 
court. She stands 6-2 and 
led the Gamecocks in kills 
as a freshman with 3.06 
per set, which would also 
have led the Hawkeyes.

Together, the transfers 
represent a massive influx 
of talent. And more impor-
tantly, Shymansky-select-
ed talent.

“I think we’re definitely 
going to surprise some peo-
ple this year,” Mariani said.

Follow @KyleFMann for 
news, updates, and analy-
sis of Iowa volleyball.

Shymansky spikes 
V-ball roster
By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu



By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

Democratic presidential 
underdog Martin O’Mal-
ley’s newest call to action 
— an ambitious plan to 
expand Social Security — 
is being hailed as a win 
among his party’s liberal 
wing, but it is also seeing 
push back by a group of 
nonpartisan national eco-
nomic experts. 

At the same time 
O’Malley struggles to 
gain ground among Dem-
ocratic voters, it has also 
directly placed a target 
on party front-runner Hil-
lary Clinton, who has yet 
to publicly announce her 
stance on pumping more 
money into the federal 
program. 

“We cannot ask seniors 
with modest savings to 
live on even less,” O’Mal-
ley said in a white paper 

released Aug. 21. “Instead, 
we should expand Social 
Security so they can retire 
with the dignity they have 
earned over the course of 
their working lives.”

O’Malley’s plan calls for 
expanding Social Security 
benefits to all Americans 
for “current and future” 
retirees. 

In a move that demon-
strates O’Malley’s desire 
to curb support among 
wealthy Americans, the 
payroll tax cap would be 
raised to $250,000. 

The former Maryland 
governor’s latest econom-
ic policy rollout is seen by 
some as a political ploy 
to attract voter attention 
from Clinton and Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., who 
both lead him by wide 
margins in Iowa and na-
tional polls. 

On Monday, O’Malley 
snagged a lucrative en-

dorsement from Nancy 
Altman, the president of 
Social Security Works, 
a Washington-based 
left-leaning lobbying 
group. 

“Gov. O’Malley’s Social 
Security and related pro-
posals underscore what 
a visionary, pragmatic, 
fiscally responsible, and 
compassionate leader he 
is,” Altman said in a state-
ment. “He understands 
that Social Security is a 
solution to our looming 
retirement-income crisis, 
the financial squeeze con-
fronting today’s working 
families, and the nation’s 
rising and dangerous in-
come inequality.”

Another key Democrat-
ic voice, former Sen. Tom 
Harkin, D-Iowa, previous-
ly championed efforts to 
expand Social Security. 

Harkin endorsed Clin-

ton for president last 
week. 

Sanders recently re-
leased a similar proposal 
to bolster the 80-year-old 
program, which is fund-
ed through payroll taxes 
called Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act or Self 
Employed Contributions 
Act Tax. 

Both O’Malley and 
Sanders would fund their 
proposals with the rise in 
the payroll cap. Currently, 
individuals who earn up 
to $118,500 are subject to 
the payroll taxes. Howev-
er, earners making more 
than that are not. 

O’Malley’s call to action 
would increase benefits 
for low-income workers, 
otherwise known as those 
who make minimum 
wage. 

A requirement in 
O’Malley’s version would 

require companies with 
more than 10 employees 
to have an IRA contribu-
tion for their staff. 

Boston University eco-
nomics Professor Lau-
rence Kotlikoff, who has 
worked with a small group 
of Social Security wonks 
at the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley, chastised 
O’Malley’s plan Monday, 
calling it a political ploy 
to “buy votes.” 

“We need to deal with 
the bills we have. The sys-
tem is broke as it stands,” 
Kotlikoff said. “The idea 
of spending more money 
without addressing the 
fiscal problem, to me, is 
irresponsible.” 

Kotlikoff said he and 
his colleagues have esti-
mated that Social Secu-
rity is saddled with $26 
trillion in debt.

O’Malley and politi-

cians on both sides of 
the aisle need to begin 
hiring veteran economic 
researchers, not political 
operatives, if they hope to 
keep the program afloat, 
Kotlikoff said. 

“If you called Gov. 
O’Malley and asked him 
what the fiscal gap is, he 
would have no idea,” he 
said. “I’m happy to talk to 
the governor and explain 
what needs to be done.” 

O’Malley’s announce-
ment follows a survey 
released by AARP earlier 
this month on the 80th an-
niversary of Social Securi-
ty. Of 1,200 adults polled, 
61 percent said their av-
erage monthly payment of 
$1,332 is too low. 

Nearly one in five Iowa 
residents received Social 
Security last year, accord-
ing to a 2014 report by 
AARP.
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O’Malley pushes Social Security payroll-cap rise

By BEAU BOWMAN
beau-bowman@uiowa.edu 

The smell of cafeteria 
food accompanied by the 
sounds of students shop-
ping at the Hawk Shop 
sets the scene in the new 
IMU ground floor.

Although the 2008 flood 
wreaked havoc in eastern 
Iowa, Iowa City and Ce-
dar Rapids were particu-
larly hard hit. 

The flood brought dev-
astation to many parts of 
Iowa City, including the 
IMU. The flood damaged 
83,000 square feet of the 
IMU’s lower level.

The IMU’s ground floor 

was shut down for sever-
al years until renovations 
could be made. Through-
out the process, the up-
per levels of the IMU re-
mained open.

Reconstruction of the 
ground floor became a re-
covery project of the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, and the cost 
of the IMU’s mitigation 
and flood recovery was 
more than $21 million.

Cory Lockwood, an as-
sociate director of IMU 
events and facilities who 
has worked at the IMU 
since 1996, first as a stu-
dent and then full time, 
said the renovations will 

protect against future 
flooding.

“Along with everything 
in the basement, the patio 
along the west side of the 
IMU is also a floodwall to 
protect us from something 
like that in the future,” he 
said.

The interior renova-
tions were completed in 
April, and the exterior 
was finished in May. 

Along with the Hawk 
Shop, there are eight 
services for students on 
the ground floor, includ-
ing the Union Station 
Food Court, the Hawkeye 
Room, Learning Com-
mons, the Java House, 

Hills Bank & Trust, an 
academic resource center, 
Student Legal Services, 
and the Student Health 
and Wellness Center.

Although, major incon-
veniences came with the 
renovations, the IMU re-
mained open throughout 
the process, Lockwood 
said.

This year, the UI ad-
mitted more than 5,000 
incoming freshmen, the 
largest class in the histo-
ry of the school. The mem-
bers will also be the first 
students in more than six 
years to experience the 
lower level of the IMU.

Many non-first-year 

students find convenience 
to be the most import-
ant aspect of the newly 
opened basement. 

“Everything is down 
here,” UI junior Aubrey 
Siegle said. “You don’t 
have to go to a separate 
store. The Tech Connec-
tion [shop] used to be in 
a different place than the 
[Hawk Shop]. It’s really a 
one-stop-shop.” 

UI junior Daniel South-
wick, who works in the 
Hawk Shop, said he no-
ticed the convenience of 
the newest addition to the 
IMU.

“Everything’s in one 
place,” he said. “It’s re-

ally easy to get all your 
supplies.”

But it does have a lack 
of appeal to those living 
off campus, Southwick 
said.

“For me, living off cam-
pus, it’s a little farther 
away than those living on 
campus,” he said.

Siegle said she had 
noticed a lot of students 
commenting on the new 
space.

“I’ve heard other peo-
ple walking around down 
[in the IMU basement] 
who say, ‘Wow, there are 
so many people here,’ so 
there must be more than 
a normal number.”

At long last, IMU finishes final flood project 
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there’s going to be some 
bumps in the road. No 
question, I think [Boett-
ger and Myers] are going 
to be good players.”

On the inside, there 
has been some moving 
around, but Austin Bly-
the will likely start the 
year at center. Sean 
Welsh is listed as the 
team’s backup left guard 
on the latest depth chart 
(Eric Simmons the start-
er), but Davis mentioned 
his name first along with 

starting right guard Jor-
dan Walsh (take that for 
what it’s worth). True 
freshman James Daniels 
and Simmons are in the 
mix, too.

Defense
• Linebackers: Cole 

Fisher has officially 
moved into the team’s 
top three. That could 
change before the season 
begins, but Parker said 
Fisher is a starter at 
weak side, which means 
sophomore Bo Bower’s 
starting role has been 
overtaken.

“He’s done a really 

good job this spring and 
in two-a-days, so he’ll 
probably be starting 
off with the top three,” 
Parker said. “Obviously, 
it’s not easy to play the 
linebacker position … 
it takes a lot to under-
stand that, and I just 
think he’s feeling more 
comfortable.

• Defensive Line: Ja-
leel Johnson and Nathan 
Bazata are still sand-
wiched between Nate 
Meier and Drew Ott.

• Defensive Backs: 
Desmond King and 
Jordan Lomax are the 
leaders of this squad at 
corner and free safety. 

Parker said Miles Tay-
lor is doing a good job 
at strong safety. Antho-
ny Gair is the No. 2 at 
that position. Brandon 
Snyder is Lomax’s back-
up. Greg Mabin is at the 
other corner.

Special Teams
• Kicker: Marshall 

Koehn is the kicker of 
this team.

• Punter: Still a race 
between Koehn and Dil-
lon Kidd. Ferentz said 
they’re both punting 
well.

• Returns: Desmond 
King and McCarron 
seem like the 1-2 punch 
returning punts. Kickoff 

is “kind of an open book,” 
Ferentz said. The team 
is trying to sort that po-
sition out this week, he 
noted.

Non-personnel news
Iowa is going to wear 

special uniforms for 
the Nov. 14 night game 
against Minnesota. 
They’ll be released later 
this week.

“It’s just one of those 
things that came about; 
it’s a new era, new mil-
lennium and all that 
stuff,” Ferentz said. “We 
had some sharp young 
guys think about some 
stuff, and come up with 
some ideas, and did a 

little unveiling with our 
players yesterday; it was 
well-received.

“Although they don’t 
know a lot, and the 
public won’t know a lot 
— probably as much as 
they know by the end of 
the week. It’s amazing to 
me what interests peo-
ple. It’s a great life. As 
long as everyone’s happy 
I’m happy.”

Follow @dannyap-
ayne on Twitter for 
news, updates, and anal-
ysis about the Iowa foot-
ball team.

Almost overnight, the 
Iowa line has become 
less of a position group 
and more of a soap op-
era with drama follow-
ing even the slightest of 
changes. With all that 
“noise” (to use a football 
buzzword) in mind, the 

offensive line is more 
than aware work still 
needs to be done.

“It’s our job to help 
them improve,” Blythe 
said. “Here I am, a fifth-
year senior, oldest guy on 
the line … it falls on my 
shoulders, Eric’s shoul-
ders, and Jordan’s shoul-
ders, just being the older 
guys, having played some 
football and having that 
experience.”

Follow @JordyHan-
sen for news, updates 
and analysis of the Iowa 
football team.

O-LINE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

taken up the responsibility 
of showing the freshmen — 
such as Seying — the ins 
and outs of the team. 

The focus for the upper-
classmen has been making 
the younger ones feel wel-
come by building the play-
ers up. 

“I think we’re really giv-
ing them confidence and 
making sure it’s not too 
harsh but constructive 
criticism, where it’s like, 
‘Just next time make sure 
you do this,’ or something 
like that,” Burns said. “It’s 
more about the confidence 
… making sure we’re 
building that instead of 
bringing it down.”

Burns and Lulek have 
made a conscious effort 
to not only help mold the 
younger players into ath-
letes who will make a dif-
ference on the field but to 
make Armand feel comfort-
able on the team as well. 

“They’ve helped her 
adapt really quick,” Di-
Ianni said. “She’s really 
enjoyed her time here, and 
she’s rewarded us by play-
ing some great soccer.”

Both games also hap-
pened to be shutouts (1-0, 
4-0, respectively), which 

is not only a credit to the 
defensive line but to senior 
goalkeeper Hannah Clark 
as well. Clark, who was the 
only captain named by Di-
Ianni for this season, has 
tallied 8 saves so far. 

In 2014, Clark was tied 
for fourth in the Big Ten 
for saves and third in save 
percentage. DiIanni said 
she is not willing to settle 
for that this year. 

“I think Hannah Clark 
should have been an All-
Big Ten player last year, 
and that’ll be a goal for 
her this year,” he said. “She 
has aspirations to be some-
thing even bigger than just 
an Iowa Hawkeye soccer 
player.”

Clark has put in work 
over the off-season to prove 
herself not only to her 
coach and teammates but 
other teams and coaches as 
well in order to make those 
aspirations a reality. 

However, she did not 
hesitate to give credit 
where credit is due to other 
Hawkeyes. 

“A lot of it goes to techni-
cal work with goalkeepers, 
just keep on getting repeti-
tions in,” Clark said. “The 
defense above us are work-
ing hard, the midfielders 
are working hard, and the 
forwards are working hard, 
so we have a good team in 
front of us.”

Iowa defensive lineman Drew Ott tackles Iowa State quarterback Sam Richardson in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 13, 2014. (The Daily 
Iowan/Valerie Burke)

Wisconsin midfielder Rose Lavelle tries to evade the Iowa defense in the Big Ten soccer champion-
ship game at the Boilermaker Soccer Complex on Nov. 9, 2014. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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Scarlet Knights head for round two
BIG TEN PREVIEWS: RUTGERS

A tough schedule could be hard to overcome in Rutgers’ second year in the Big Ten.
By JORDAN HANSEN
Jordan-Hansen@uiowa.edu

Despite finishing 3-5 
in conference play a year 
ago, Rutgers still man-
aged to put together an 
8-5 record and a bowl vic-
tory over North Carolina.

However, conference 
losses against Ohio State, 
Nebraska, Michigan 
State, and Wisconsin were 
by a combined score 180-
44, and, unfortunately for 
the Scarlet Knights, they 
play those four again this 
year.

Welcome to the Big Ten 
round two, Rutgers.

“When you play in the 
Big Ten and certainly the 
Big Ten East [Division], 
the margin for error is 
so slim,” said Scarlet 
Knight head coach Kyle 
Flood during Big Ten me-
dia days. “You have to be 
ready to play every week.”

Despite the tough sched-
ule, Rutgers should have a 
fairly decent chance to go 
to its 10th bowl in 11 sea-
sons.

One of the biggest rea-
sons comes in the form of 
highly touted wide receiv-
er Leonte Carroo’s deci-
sion not to enter the NFL 

draft after the bowl victo-
ry over North Carolina.

A senior this season, 
Carroo had 55 receptions 
for 1,086 yards and 10 
touchdowns during his ju-
nior campaign.

“I felt that after beat-
ing Maryland and beating 
North Carolina and the 
energy off of those two 
wins, the next season was 
going to be something spe-
cial,” Carroo said. “I went 
right up to Coach Flood 
after the game, gave him 
a hug, and told him that I 
was coming back.”

Rutgers also gets tal-
ented, but oft-injured 
running back Paul James 
back from an ACL tear he 
suffered on Sept. 20, 2014. 
He returns to a backfield 
that will also feature soph-
omore backs Josh Hicks 
and Robert Martin, who 
performed well in James 
absence last season.

“Our backfield is very 
strong this year,” offensive 
tackle Keith Lumpkin 
said. “We get Paul James 
back, and when he’s 
healthy, he’s one of the 
best backs in the country.

“Everyone’s competing 
for time right now, and it’s 
making everyone better.”

The running backs are 
certainly not the only 
group of players in tight 
competition as the season 
rolls closer. QBs Chris La-
viano and LSU transfer 
Hayden Rettig are both 
battling for the starting 
spot and both may see 
playing time early on in 
the season.

In limited time last sea-
son, Laviano threw for 107 
yards and 1 interception. 
Rettig has never thrown a 
pass in a college game.

“Quarterback is the 
most important position 
in all of sports and we 
need to got to get that 
settled,” Flood said. “I’m 
anxious to see how that 
all shakes out once we get 
playing real football.”

On defense, Rutgers 
will need to get produc-
tion from the line. It’s the 
Scarlet Knights’ best po-
sition group on defense, 
and in order for any sort 
of positive season to hap-
pen, they will need to be 
on point.

Combining for 13.5 
sacks last season, defen-
sive tackle Darius Ham-
ilton and end Kemoko 
Turay will again have to 
put up big numbers for 

Rutgers to stay compet-
itive with the best teams 
in the conference.

After the bowl victory 
last season, there is a lot 
of confidence from Rut-
gers’ players. Carroo even 
went so far as to pin a rose 
on his suit during the Big 
Ten media days and said 
they wouldn’t take any-
thing less than a 10-win 
season.

“I wore this rose on my 
suit today because I want 
to go to a Rose Bowl,” Car-
roo said. “Last year we 
didn’t know what to ex-
pect; we got our feet wet. 
Now, we know what to ex-
pect. We know how to pre-
pare, how we need to com-
pete, and that’s all it is.”

Follow @JordyHansen 
for news, updates, and 
analysis of Iowa and Big 
Ten football.

Gophers dig for whole 
lot more 
By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

After back-to-back 8-5 
seasons, Jerry Kill and 
the Minnesota Gophers 
are at something akin to 
a crossroads.

Star running back Da-
vid Cobb is gone to the 
NFL, as has tight end 
Maxx Williams.

So what personnel do 
the Gophers return? A du-
al-threat quarterback in 
Mitch Leidner, for starters.

Leidner is coming off 
a season in which he 
threw for 1,798 yards and 
rushed for another 452. 
He totaled 21 touchdowns 
on the season (11 through 
the air, 10 on the ground), 
but his completion per-
centage of 51.5 percent 
was last in the Big Ten 
among quarterbacks who 
averaged a minimum 14 
attempts per game.

While some of those 
stats can be contribut-
ed to the lack of a star 
wide receiver, Leidner 
believes the wideouts and 
skill-position players are 
improved.

“We have tremendous 
depth, and our skill guys 
have looked a lot bet-
ter this year,” Leidner 
said. “Our receivers look 
good. They have a leader 
in KJ Maye, who did an 
outstanding job over the 
summer.” 

Minnesota relied heavi-
ly on Cobb to carry the of-
fense a year ago but with 
unproven back Rodrick 
Williams now seemingly 
slated in as the starter; 
Leidner will need to take a 
bigger role in the offense.

The Gophers brought 
in former quarterback 
Adam Weber to work with 
Leidner, who feels it has 
helped him tremendously.

“I’ll be going in to 
games this year with a 
much better plan than 
last year,” Leidner said. 
“Knowing what’s going to 
happen on the field, and 
at the same time, when 
things go astray I’ll be 
able to adjust to that.”

On the opposite side 
of the ball, the defensive 
secondary of the Gophers 
is perhaps the best in the 
West Division.

All four of Minnesota’s 
starting safeties and cor-
ners are seniors, and they 
are led by lockdown cor-
ners Briean Boddy-Cal-
houn and Eric Murray. 

“I have some extremely 
high expectations; I plan 
on breaking the season 
and career records for in-
terceptions — I need 7 to 
do that,” Boddy-Calhoun 
said. “Those are some 
personal goals for me 
…  and also win the Jim 
Thorpe Award.”

Boddy-Calhoun tallied 
5 picks a year ago, while 

Murray and safeties An-
tonio Johnson and Dam-
arius Travis totaled five 
more.

This season, howev-
er, they’ll be tested and 
tested often. Minnesota 
faces No. 2 TCU in the 
first game of the season 
and will play No. 1 Ohio 
State the first weekend of 
November.

“I think it’s really made 
our off-season more pro-
ductive, more intensity, 
because we’re starting 
off with a great football 
team,” Kill said. “But we 
look forward to the chal-
lenge.”

Minnesota also ends 
the season with a game 
against bitter rival Wis-
consin, a team it has not 
defeated since 2003.

The Badgers kept the 
Gophers out of the Big 
Ten championship last 
season, something the 
Gophers say they have 
not forgotten.

“Wisconsin has been 
the one that’s kept us out 
of there. And I feel like 
we had a lot of success 
last year. We got three 
trophies,” Kill said. “But 
we haven’t had the Ax in 
a long time. I think that’s 
been the issue.”

Follow @JordyHan-
sen for news, updates and 
analysis of Iowa and Big 
Ten football.

BIG TEN PREVIEWS: MINNESOTA

Can Mitch Leidner take Minnesota to the next level?

Minnesota running back David Cobb dives past Iowa defensive linemen Louis Trinca-Pasat and Drew Ott and safety Jordan Lomax for a 
first down in TCF Bank Stadium on Nov. 8, 2014, in Minneapolis. Cobb had 16 carries for 74 yards. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Flanked by seniors at both guard 
positions, senior center Austin Bly-
the is part of an interior line that has 
spent a good bit of time at Iowa.

Blythe, left guard Eric Simmons, 
and right guard Jordan Walsh have 
appeared in a combined 83 games 
for Iowa, with 59 starts. More than 
half of those starts are by Blythe, 
who has not missed a game in two 
years.

“It’s their turn. There’s pressure 
on them to lead, to step out in front 
and especially in the case of Austin,” 
offensive-line coach Brian Ferentz 
said at Iowa’s media day. “Typically 
around here, the center has been the 
bell cow. But I’m excited from what 
I’ve seen.”

They likely will need to exert ev-
ery bit of their leadership skills this 
season, considering the Hawkeyes are 
breaking in two brand-new tackles. 
The void after losing seniors Bran-
don Scherff and Andrew Donnal is 
massive and has been a major talking 
point of the off-season.

Sophomores Ike Boettger and 
Boone Myers will likely step in at 
tackle, though junior Cole Croston 
may also see some playing time.

Boettger and Croston have been 
seeing time at both tackle positions, 
and Myers has concentrated at left 
tackle. More than likely, Boettger will 
slot into right tackle,with Croston 

becoming a “swing” type tackle with 
enough experience to play either side 
of the ball.

“We’re still playing with some com-
binations of players,” offensive coor-
dinator Greg Davis said. “We’re still 
evaluating and trying to decide who’s 
ready and who’s not ready.”

Breaking in players to a position is 
rarely easy, and the spotlight that has 
seemingly been put on the program 
has only magnified the growing pains.

“I’m just going to work and trying 
to be the best that I can be,” Myers 

said. “You have to put a chip on your 
shoulder and use it as motivation.”

Getting the tackles to where they 
need to be is certainly a top priority 
for Ferentz and his staff. After all, Io-
wa’s offense will crash and burn this 
season if C.J. Beathard isn’t protect-
ed or the running backs are stuffed 
every time they even look at the ball.

The staff understands this, the 
players understand this, and the fans 
understand this.

Iowa center Austin Blythe celebrates former Hawk quarterback Jake Rudock’s touchdown in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 13, 2014. 
Iowa State defeated Iowa, 20-17. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)
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Seniors anchor Hawk O-line
Austin Blythe, the center and leader of the offensive line, will need to take charge this season.

Drew Ott is set to lead one of Iowa’s most experienced units.

By RYAN RODRIGUEZ 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

In 2014, Iowa’s defensive line was 
arguably the team’s most effective unit, 
forming the backbone of a defense that 
was extremely young and still learning 
on the job. 

This season, those roles have re-
versed to an extent. The loss of stand-
out tackles Carl Davis and Louis Trin-
ca-Pasat  to the NFL means seniors 
Nate Meier and Drew Ott will be the 
most experienced men in the trenches 
for the Hawkeyes. Junior Jaleel John-
son and sophomore Nathan Bazata will 
be asked to fill the enormous shoes of 
Davis and Trinca-Pasat. 

Ott, a standout in his own right, will 
most likely shoulder a heavy load both 
on the field and in the locker room as 
he guides his line through the first few 
weeks of the season. 

“I’ve started the longest, and I have 
the most experience under my belt, so 
if people need help or anything like 
that they should be able to come to me, 
and I should be able to give them an 
answer,” he said.  

Ott’s role as player-coach will pro-

vide defensive-line coach Reese Mor-
gan with perhaps his best teaching 
tool possible, near constant guidance 
on and off the field from one of the Big 
Ten’s most effective and dynamic de-
fensive linemen. 

Luckily for him, both Johnson and 
Bazata appear to be fast learners, at 
least through the first few weeks of 
camp.

“You can see guys are growing and 
maturing and starting to understand 
the defense better,” Morgan said. “They 
understand the concepts better, and 
they have some big shoes to fill, but I 
think we have four guys that we feel 
comfortable with inside that can go in 
and contribute.” 

The 6-4 Johnson saw action in all 13 
games last season and more than a half 
dozen the season before that, though 
none of them were starts. 

Bazata saw action in nine, recording 
4 solo tackles.  

It’s not exactly a wealth of experi-
ence, but for Morgan and Company, 
lack of experience is hardly a cause for 
concern. 

“We feel good about four or five guys, 
especially at the defensive-end po-

sition,” Morgan said. “We’ve got our 
starters, obviously, but then we’ve got 
everyone in our second group, too. So 
you’ve got five different guys here who 
we think can all help us go out and win.”

Iowa’s defensive depth is bolstered 
largely by underclassmen, whether 
it be redshirt freshman Matt Nelson 
and Parker Hesse or even senior Bud 
Spears, all of whom Morgan was em-
phatic about putting in should the sit-
uation dictate it. 

But for now, it’ll most likely be John-
son and Bazata who pick up the lion’s 
share of snaps at tackle, both of whom 
have had plenty of time to see how an 
NFL-caliber tackle such as Carl Davis 
goes to work. 

“We’ve learned a lot from those guys 
[Davis and Trinca-Pasat] the past few 
years,” Johnson said. “If it wasn’t for 
them, I’d probably be a little bit behind 
of where I’m at right now. 

“I’m still learning, but some of the 
more experienced guys really taught 
me to be who I am right now.” 

Follow @ryanarod on Twitter for 
news, updates, and analysis about the 
Iowa football team.

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Although the Iowa football team 
doesn’t begin its season until 
Sept. 5 against Illinois State, the 
Hawkeyes had their first official 
practice Monday; fall camp ended 
last week.

Head coach Kirk Ferentz; along 
with coordinators Greg Davis and 
Phil Parker, met the media Mon-
day morning and shared the status 
of their team following camp.

Offense
• Quarterbacks: Nothing super 

new here. Ferentz and Davis both 
lauded starter C.J. Beathard’s 
decision-making and overall im-
provement. Ferentz also joked 
Beathard needs to make the short 
walk to Banks Field to take sliding 
lessons from head baseball coach 
Rick Heller.

Tyler Wiegers has improved sig-
nificantly, the coaches said. Behind 
him, the No. 3 quarterback is still 
undecided. In an ideal world, Iowa 
would like to redshirt true fresh-
men Drew Cook and Ryan Boyle.

• Running backs: The top two 
seem set with LeShun Daniels Jr. 
and Jordan Canzeri. Behind them, 
it sounds like Derrick Mitchell Jr. 
is the No. 3 with Akrum Wadley be-
hind him.

• Wide Receivers/Tight Ends: 
Tevaun Smith is obviously the 
most talented and clear No. 1. 
Matt VandeBerg and Jacob Hillyer 
are the other two starters behind 
him. Davis and Ferentz praised Ri-
ley McCarron Monday — they like 
his ability to play from the slot and 
out wide.

Don’t be surprised if you see 
redshirt freshman Jay Scheel take 
some reps here or there.

In terms of tight ends, George 
Kittle is the only name that popped 
up. Davis and Ferentz liked his 
speed, and it sounds like he made 
a share of explosive plays during 
camp.

• Offensive Line: No super big 
changes here. The biggest thing is 
junior Cole Croston’s rotation at 
both tackle spots. Ike Boettger is 
listed as right tackle, but he has 
played left tackle as well. Boone 
Myers is listed as the starter on 
the left side.

“It doesn’t even look like spring,” 
Davis said. “There’s no question 

Iowa defensive end Drew Ott runs to grab the ball on a Nebraska fumbled punt in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 28, 2014. Ott scored a touchdown on the play. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

D-line ready to fill big shoes

2015 POSITION PREVIEWS: DEFENSIVE LINE

Defense 
sets the 
soccer tone

Coaches 
talk roster, 
uniforms

By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Although the Iowa soccer team is 
only two games into its season, the 
team’s game plan is becoming clear to 
many: win with defense. 

Iowa has allowed 14 shots over the 
course of two games — 8 against Pa-
cific and 6 against Nebraska-Omaha 
— which is just one more than its av-
erage allowed per game last season. 

Fortunately for the Hawkeyes, the 
defense is filled with plenty of Division 
I experience. Corey Burns and Aman-
da Lulek, both juniors, have combined 
to start 54 games throughout their 
first two years as Hawkeyes. Junior 
transfer Rachele Armand has also 
seen some game time in the ACC at 
Louisville before injuring herself and 
missing her sophomore year. 

“Rachele Armand … she’s just a 
stud right now. She’s been so consis-
tent,” coach Dave DiIanni said. “Corey 
Burns has been great; she’s played 
a lot of minutes in her career. With 
Amanda Lulek, they’re kind of brack-
eting Kyrie Seying, who’s a freshman 
fish out of water … We’re hard to 
break down and hard to play against.” 

In order to come together as a com-
plete defense, Burns and Lulek have 

2015 POSITION PREVIEWS: OFFENSIVE LINE
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