
By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

From education-funding disputes and 
the state’s first gas-tax increase in near-
ly 30 years, Iowa’s bunch of new state 
lawmakers have made many headlines 
during the 2015 Iowa Legislature. 

The majority of the state’s new po-
liticos have been free of misspoken 
remarks, controversial political side-
steps, or leisure activities that have 
hit some of their more-experienced 
peers this year, including the reading 
of a racy sex book during an education 
hearing and watching Netflix during 
discussions on state bullying. 

Rep. Norlin Mommsen, R-DeWitt
Beginning with the first day of ses-

sion on Jan. 12, Mommsen said he was 
more than convinced he would be ap-
pointed to serve solely 
on an agriculture com-
mittee, given his agri-
business background. 

Instead, much of 
his first-year ten-
ure has focused on 
K-12 funding and 
allocating finances 
for the state’s re-
gent universities.

Among his spon-
sored legislation included several 
bills on the possession of firearms, 
including one relating to the pos-
session of gun ammunition, pistol, 
or revolver for children under 14 
and one requiring honey packaged 
in the state be labeled if sold or of-
fered to consumers. 

By ALYSSA GUZMAN
alyssa-guzman@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City School Board 
proposed a change in the school 
day for the 2015-16 school year, 
suggesting classes 
should start earlier.

The proposal sug-
gests elementary 
schools should start 
at 8:30 a.m., with 
the junior highs and 
high schools starting 
at 7:45 a.m. Elemen-
tary-school students 
would spend half an 
hour longer in school, 
while other students would spend the 
same amount of time. 

Though this would allow students 
to have an early release on Thurs-
days, almost everyone at the meeting 
was against the new hours despite the 

By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Johnson County’s Secondary 
Roads and Fleet Management 
Facility opened its doors Tues-
day afternoon to show off the 
new 39,000-square-foot building.

The facility contains county 
vehicle space, two repair shops, 
a road-sign shop, a road-sur-
face-material lab, and a fitness 
room, said Michael Kennedy, the 
county construction manager.

After a devastating fire on 
March 23, 2013, much of the old 
facility was destroyed as well as 
seven county vehicles stored in 
the building.

Construction on the new facili-
ty started exactly one year later, 
March 23, 2014, Johnson County 
Supervisor Rod Sullivan said.

“The whole project took two 
years, almost to the day,” he said.

Secondary Roads is respon-
sible for plowing snow, laying 
gravel, maintaining bridges, and over-
seeing road maintenance.

The $4.7 million project included 
— apart from construction — moving 
two buildings unaffected by the fire, 
demolishing the old building, remov-
ing fire-damaged soil, and treating 

asbestos. The project was funded with 
$1.1 million of insurance proceeds, 
and the remaining money came from 
emergency bonding and cash reserves.

“The lab will be used to test various 
road-surface materials to make sure 
they stand up to the elements once 

they are put down,” Kennedy said. 
“The fitness room will be available for 
any Johnson County employee to use, 
even though they may not have access 
to the shop.”
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SEE SCHOOL, 3

UI graduates prepare to be announced and walk into the Rainbow Graduation in the Old Capitol Senate Chamber on Tuesday. Twenty-nine LGBTQA students were honored at the 
ceremony for their accomplishments over the past four years. (The Daily Iowan/Brooklynn Kascel)
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Secondary Roads worker Bob Mahoney talks to a guest at the open house of the new Johnson County Secondary Roads and Fleet Manage-
ment Facility on Tuesday. The building has 39,000 square feet. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

SEE CAPITOL, 2

By EFE AYANRUOH  |   efeoghene-ayanruoh@uiowa.edu

On Tuesday evening, 29 LGBTQA students were 
honored in the Old Capitol Senate Chamber 
surrounded by family, friends, and allies. 

The Rainbow Ceremony celebrates the Universi-
ty of Iowa students’ accomplishment of four years 
of hard work.

With a brief description of their accomplishments 
and a handshake, graduates received rainbow-col-
ored cords by Jeff Kueter, the president and CEO of 
the UI Alumni Association.

Among the graduates was the student keynote 
speaker and Dockendorf Scholarship recipient 
Sara Puffer.

During her speech, she presented some ideas she 
hopes to see at the university.

“I want the University of Iowa’s LGBTQ communi-

ty to be bold, radical, and involved,” she said.
Puffer also encouraged her graduating classmates 

to keep their heads up and take advantage of oppor-
tunities that arise in the future.

“Say yes, be true to yourself, and keep being amaz-
ing,” she said. “I cannot wait to see where you go and 
what you do.”

Tom Rocklin, the UI vice president for Student 
Life, congratulated the graduates on accomplishing 
a milestone.

“Congratulations to each of you graduates …” 
he said. “It’s a big deal to earn a degree. It’s a big 
deal to set a big goal, and accomplish it. All of you 
did something special by setting a big goal and 
accomplishing it.”

As part of celebrating the graduates’ accomplish-
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The University of Iowa community celebrates graduates in the LGBTQA community.
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“Everybody already is 
at full speed when you get 
here, but you need to get 
going as fast as you can,” 
Mommsen said about his 
initial reactions to work-
ing in the Capitol. 

Rep. Charlie McConkey, 
D-Council Bluffs

For this legislator, whose 
district includes Council 
Bluffs and Carter Lake, ad-
justing to the Statehouse 
workload became a lot easi-
er once he picked up on law-
making abbreviations. 

“At first, I wasn’t quick 
with asking questions,” 
said McConkey, a 31-year 
steel manufacturing veter-
an. “Everything up here is 
abbreviations; it’s kind of 
funny that everybody likes 
to talk in code.” 

In interviews with the 
DI, the majority of first-year 
lawmakers concluded that 
2015 was a year full of legis-
lative bipartisanship, going 
as far as to say it was the 
best one in recent memory. 

Rep. John Wills, R-Spirit 
Lake

“Grab a hold of some-
body who knows what 
they’re doing.” 

That’s the advice of Rep. 
John Wills, R-Spirit Lake, 
who, if he isn’t chatting at 
the Statehouse with senior 

leaders Rep. Brian Moore, 
R-Bellevue, or Rep. Jar-
ed Klein, R-Keota, proba-
bly could be found at the 
restaurants in the Holiday 
Inn-Downtown or nearby 
Jethro’s BBQ or Johnny’s 
Hall of Fame sports bar. 

Wills was a no-go-vote on 
the gas tax, when, an hour 
before the vote, switched 
his view to prevent two 
counties in his district — 

Lyon and Osceola — from 
opting to fix failing roads 
and bridges with local tax-
payer bonds.

As vice chairman of the 
Environmental Protection 
Committee, Wills said a ma-
jor disappointment in the 
2015 session came with the 
stopped movement of a bill 

that he says would’ve cut 
down Medicaid asset veri-
fication from several weeks 
to just 48 hours. 

Sen. Kevin Kinney, D-Oxford 
In five months, Kevin 

Kinney grew into one of the 
Legislature’s most optimis-
tic Democratic new players. 

In late February, the Ox-

ford lawmaker aligned with 
Democratic Sens. Joe Bolk-
com and Bob Dvorsky, key 
Democratic power brokers 
who have built reputations 
as minimum-wage backers 
and wage-theft battlers. 

Ultimately, bills call-
ing for the increase in the 
state’s minimum wage to 

$8 an hour and cracking 
down on wage theft failed 

to gain support.  
But like bills that would 

make human trafficking 
an enforceable felony to ex-
panding funding for law-en-
forcement academies, Kin-
ney said those measures 
aren’t dead yet and have 
adequate support for pas-
sage in 2016. 

As to adjusting this 
year to a new role as a 

lawmaker in Des Moines 
after having worked as 

a farmer and with the 
Johnson County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Kinney, the vice 
chairman of the agricul-
ture & natural resourc-
es budget subcommittee, 
said there’s a learning pe-
riod in the beginning.

“It takes a session just 
to learn the proper proce-
dures,” he said. “That first 
week, you learn where the 
bathrooms are.” 
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FINALLY THERE

UI students Cara Jungers and Patrick Livermore study for final exams on the Pentacrest on Tuesday. The  IMU offers activities and food all day starting at 6:30 a.m., from pancakes to 
coffee to therapy dogs and massages. (The Daily Iowan/Brooklynn Kascel)

Major differences in grad salaries
By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

The difference be-
tween the projected sal-
aries of the highest- and 
lowest-earning bach-
elor’s degrees is clear, 
but not all students may 
choose majors with fu-
ture salaries in mind.

While those with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
health and STEM fields 
might have a starting 
median annual sala-
ry of around $40,000, 
those in the arts, hu-
manities, and liber-
al arts should expect 
about $30,000, accord-
ing to a recent George-
town University study.

This disparity only 
increases over time 
— around $76,000 
for those with STEM 
degrees and $51,000 
for arts, humanities, 
and liberal arts by 
mid-career.

Some University of 
Iowa students, howev-
er, said their eventual 
salary had little to do 
with their chosen cours-
es of study.

“The answer is both 
yes and no,” UI senior 
business major Edoardo 
Tabasso said. “Yes, be-
cause of course I want 
to find a job by the end 
of college, and no, be-
cause I knew I would be 
good at something busi-
ness-related.”

Tabasso said he 
wanted to study some-
thing in his field since 
he was a child.

Around 26 percent 

of college graduates 
studied business, mak-
ing it one of most pop-
ular fields, according 
to the study.

By mid-career, busi-
ness majors earned a 
median salary of almost 
$70,000 per year.

Sagar Taurani, a UI 
senior who majors in 
accounting and finance, 
also said money wasn’t a 
huge consideration.

Taurani was always 
interested in business, 
enjoyed his high-school 
accounting class, and de-
cided to take up finance 
when he came to the UI.

“I see money as a by-
product,” he said.

The difference be-
tween the highest- and 
lowest-paying majors, 
over a lifetime, was 
$3.4 million, according 
the study.

In comparison, there 
is a $1 million difference 
between lifetime wag-

es of college and high-
school graduates.

The highest paying 
major — at a median 
wage of $136,000 — 
annually was petro-
leum engineering.

“The salaries are high 
partly to attract the best 
talent,” said Bradley 
Cramer, a UI assistant 
professor of earth and 
environmental sciences.

Cramer, who teach-

es History and Science 
of Oil as well as geo-
science classes, said a 
handful of his students 
have decided to take up 
a focus in oil.

“This industry is cycli-
cal,” he said. “As prices 
of oil change, the jobs go 
up and down.”

It’s common among 
those in petroleum engi-
neering, he said, to go out 
and make a lot of money 
for a time before shifting 
gears to something else, 
such as graduate school.

Workers with degrees 
in science, technology, 
engineering, mathemat-
ics, health, and business 
majors earned the most 
averaging at $65,000 or 
more per year, according 
to the study.

Majors in early child-
hood education, human 
services and commu-
nity organization, stu-
dio arts, social work, 
and teacher education 
earned the least — 
a median of around 
$40,000 per year.

Advisers who work 
with UI students said 
they don’t try to push 
students toward any 
certain degree but some-
times bring to students’ 
attention the salary 
they make compared to 
their student-loan debt.

“Sometimes, students 
already have a precon-
ceived notion of what 
they may make, so it 
may be helpful to find 
data on what is realistic 
for majors and careers 
they are choosing,” 
Pomerantz Career Cen-
ter Senior Director of 
Operations Angi McKie 
wrote in an email.

In the last six 
months, financial-aid 
advisers at the UI have 
started discussing the 
future salaries with 
students in terms of 
loan repayment.

“It’s hard to imagine 
for a lot of students, but 
it helps when you can see 
that job and take-home 
pay,” UI Assistant Direc-
tor of Financial Literacy 
Sara Harrington said.

Earnings by bachelor’s degree
Median annual wages of college-educated workers ages 
21-24 indicate that those with health-related bachelor’s 
degrees earn the most.

Kristen East/The Daily Iowan
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possible positives from the 
change. 

“From the calendar per-
spective, it releases us ear-
lier at the end of the school 
year by five days,” Super-
intendent Stephen Murley 
said. “It provides over 50 
instructional hours.”

School Board member 
Patti Fields noted that her 
greatest concern is extra-
curricular activities. 

“Moving this forward, 
I would like us to have 
measurement and at least 
monitor those concerns,” 
she said. “Many secondary 
educators are concerned. 
We don’t want to undo 
some of the good things we 
are hoping to do to connect 
students to their schools.” 

Murley admitted that 
because of the lack of 
practice facilities, practice 
times would be significant-
ly longer and might even 
end after 10 p.m. 

Jake Anderson, a stu-
dent at West High who is 
also a part of the extracur-
ricular activity Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, said 
waking up is already a 
struggle for him.

“We have to get up early 
for [Fellowship of Christian 
athletes],” Anderson said. 
“If we would have to get 
up even earlier, it would be 
extremely hard, especially 
for us teenagers who need 
multiple alarms.”

Focusing in school is also 
a major issue, he said. 

“In first period right now, 
it’s hard for me to focus, 
and it’s hard for me to get 
anything out of it,” he said. 
“If we made it [start] even 
earlier, it would be [even 
harder] to focus.”

Despite the concerns 
regarding extracurricular 
activities, parents were 
more concerned about the 
health and well-being of 
their children. 

Parent Martin Schlud-
er said starting school too 
early would be detrimental 
to teenagers’ health. 

“There are literally 
scores of studies that show 
how detrimental it is for 
teens to start school ear-
ly,” he said. “Teenagers 
who start school later are 
healthier, do better with 
sports, and do better in 
their classes.”

Rather than starting 
school early, Schluder had 
a different suggestion. 

“[The School Board] 
should completely reverse 
this and start thinking of 
having teens start later, af-
ter 8:30 a.m.”

West High student Nikki 
Alden agreed with Schlud-
er’s suggestion. 

“… Instead of moving 

the time back, I would sug-
gest you move it forward to 
increase students’ chances 
at success,” she said.

Miriam Gardner, a pedia-
trician in Iowa City, said stud-
ies have shown how neces-
sary sleep is for adolescents.

“The American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics came 
together and studied 
a number of different 
studies and basically 
supported the efforts of 
school boards to opti-
mize sleep,” she said. 

While student and 
parent reaction to the 
event was negative at 
the meeting, a binding 
decision hasn’t been 
made, and the district 
calendar will be decided 
at a future meeting.

ments, Laura Goddard, a 
senior admission counsel-
or at the University of Of-
fice of Admissions, played 
a piece called “Horizon” 
on the piano. 

This piece signified the 
mixed feelings that college 
graduates face but also the 
fluidity that one experiences 
during graduation, she said.

Elsie Gauley Vega, an 
Iowa City community 
member, said she hopes 
that times have changed 
for members of the 
LGBTQ community.

“I hope you all have 
been able to talk about 

being lesbian or gay when 
you were young,” Vega 
said. “I was not able to; it 
was a very quiet time ma-
ny decades ago.”

She also reinforced the 
graduates’ belief that they 
have a place in the world.

“You are mem-
bers of the hu-
man race, and let 
nobody put that 
down,” she said. 
“We have won 
our civil rights by letting 
the public know that we 
are here.”

Zachery Paul Arellano, 
a 2015 Rainbow graduate, 
remembered his first ex-
perience at the university.

“As a transfer student, I 
had a hard time integrat-
ing into the community 

because I was older, and I 
didn’t really feel at home 
in the residence halls,” 
he said. “I didn’t have a 
home, but through the 
Fraternity and Sorority 
Life, I found a home in 
Delta Lambda Phi.”

Arellano said his 
best experience was 
working with the Ori-
entation Services.

“It’s really great work-
ing for them, because you 
get to see the students’ 
interests and the high 
energy they bring to the 
campus,” he said.

After he graduates, he 
will serve with Ameri-
Corps Vista in Council 
Bluffs, after which he will 
go to graduate school. 

Being a first-generation 
student, he is excited that 
his family can see how he 

has integrated with the 
university and the city.

UI student Taylor Eliz-
abeth Corrigan, who is al-
so graduating, felt intimi-
dated as a freshman, but 
through interacting with 
the community, she has 
been able to have a great 
experience, she said.

Through the universi-
ty, she said, she has been 
able to meet her girl-
friend, interact with great 
people, and also be a part 
of several organizations. 

For some other students, 
attending the university was 

exactly what they 
had envisioned.

“I’ve always 
known that I was 
coming here once 
I figured out my 

field of studies, linguis-
tics,” graduating UI stu-
dent Charlie Woolson said. 
“This university was the 
only place in the state that 
had a Japanese Depart-
ment, so it seemed right 
to come here. It was so 
easy to find a place here, 
and it’s so easy to get in-

volved and actually have 
some impact and be able 
to make some change.”

Kendra Malone, the di-
versity resource coordina-
tor in the Chief Diversity 
Office, was excited about 
the event.

“I think it’s a wild suc-
cess,” Malone said. “We 
had I think one of the 
highest numbers of stu-
dents who chose to cele-
brate with us at Rainbow 
Graduation this year.” 

Malone also saluted the 
graduates.

“Thank you for being 
brave and authentic in 
your identities, and don’t 
let any challenge over-
come you, because you 
can do anything that you 
want,” she said.

The facility’s two re-
pair shops contain all 
the materials needed to 
fix anything that could 
go wrong with any of 
the vehicles used by the 
county, Kennedy said.

“It’s basically a one-
stop shop,” he said. “If 
a specific part isn’t 
here, it can be special 
ordered and get to the 
shop within a day most 

of the time.”
The new facility is far 

superior to the previous 
building, said shop fore-
man Bob Mahoney.

“There is no com-
parison; it ’s like night 
and day, literally,” he 
said. “The old facility 
was dark, and there 
was no air movement. 
It was dead.”

The repair shop in 
the facility contains 
two built-in equipment 
lifts; one capable of 
lifting 78,000 pounds 
and the other able to 

handle loads up to 
90,000 pounds.

That means they are 
capable of hoisting any 
vehicle operated by the 
county, Kennedy said.

Sullivan said one of 
the focuses for the Board 
of Supervisors when de-
ciding on a new building 
was better working con-
ditions for employees.

“We wanted to give our 
employees the tools they 
need to do their jobs as 
best they can,” Sullivan 
said. “We invited the 
public today because 

we spent public money 
on this project, and it’s 
important people know 
what their money is go-
ing toward.”

Even though workers 
have used the new build-
ing since March, there is 
still one thing missing.

“The air conditioners 
aren’t hooked up yet; 
they’re still setting the 
cement to put them on,” 
Mahoney said. “I sure 
hope summer holds off 
and the weather stays 
like this until they get 
those put in.”

LGBTQA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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‘You are members of the human race, and let nobody put that down.’
— Elsie Gauley Vega,Iowa City community member



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

SENIOR SENDOFF

Four years ago, a wide-
eyed, small-town girl set foot 
on the University of Iowa 
campus without an inkling in 
her mind of what four years 
as a Hawkeye would be like.

On Tuesday, that same girl 
submitted her Honors thesis, 
took her last college final, 
walked on to the Pentacrest to 
take a glimpse of the gleam-
ing Old Capitol, and thought, 
“Wow, these past four years 
have been more than I could 
have ever dreamed of.”

Of course, I’m talking 
about me — a soon-to-be 
UI alum. It’s true what 
they say, you know; time 
really does go by fast. 

We’ll all gather this Satur-
day to celebrate one thing: the 
commencement of the class of 
2015. Commencement … we 
all think of it as the end. The 
end of our time here at Iowa, 
the capstone to the past four 
years in which we’ve met our 
friends for life, fell in love, 
studied hard, aced an exam, 
maybe didn’t do so well, and 
probably didn’t get as much 
sleep as we should have. 

But commencement 
isn’t the end. It’s the be-
ginning to the rest of our 
lives.  We’ve written our 
introduction, and now its 
time to start chapter one.

I am the youngest of five 
children — all of my siblings 
went to Iowa State Univer-
sity — and clearly, I was the 
smartest of them all: I chose 
to be a Hawkeye. And it was 
the best decision of my life. 

I first stepped on campus 
as a senior in high school, 
got a tour of the Adler Jour-
nalism Building and The 
Daily Iowan. It’s funny how 
you pick things up and fall 
in love with them, because 
my high school didn’t have 
any journalism classes. 

Like in Alice in Wonder-
land, I fell down a hole into 
a whimsical world of Iowa 
City and the UI. I quickly 
immersed myself into all 
things the UI had to offer, 
especially the DI and Dai-
ly Iowan TV, where I found 
my niche on campus. And 

I’ve been there for four 
years now … it’s home. To 
my newsroom family, from 
Brothers mug club to scur-
rying around during election 
night, thank you for making 
my job so much fun and the 
best Daily Iowan TV could 
have been. The bond we cre-
ated over the past year is in-
credible, and I can’t wait to 
see where you will go. 

But I want you to take a 
moment and reflect back to 
yourself as a freshman. Af-
ter you were handed that 
yellow Hawk shopping bag 
and wandered aimlessly 
around campus holding 
your campus map out in 
front of you. “Oh, fresh-
man,” everyone thinks. But 
we’ve all been there. 

And now, I see those fresh-
man, yellow bags in hand, 
and all I can think about 
is how much I envy them. 
They have no idea of how 
much fun they’re going to 
have here. The big campus 
will soon become their home.

At Orientation, we were 
introduced to the “47 things 
to do at Iowa list.” I recent-
ly read through all of them 
and found I’ve done 38 out of 
the 47. I have studied on the 
Pentacrest, ridden the Cam-
bus, taken a picture with 
President Sally Mason, and 
participated in the Home-
coming parade.We’ve now 
reached No. 47. Graduate. 
And come Saturday, I can 
finally cross that off my list.

However, the list is not 
comprehensive. It may be 
a concrete set of things to 
do, but the UI has done so 
much more than that. It 
doesn’t list “that feeling you 
have waking up on a Hawk-
eye football game day. Or 
the breathtaking feeling of 
seeing the Old Capitol and 
Pentacrest swarming with 
students on that first warm 
day of spring.”

Being in Iowa City has 
been magical. Thank you, 
mom and dad, for letting 
me be a Hawkeye and be-
lieving in me. 

As our time as under-
graduate students comes to 
an end, and we emerge from 
the rabbit hole, more accom-
plished, more grown up, and 
well-rounded than when we 
first entered, and we take 
all of our experiences for-
ward wherever our future 
may lead … I’ll always be 
a Hawkeye at heart. I don’t 
know how to say goodbye.
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On Tuesday, President Obama held a panel at 
Georgetown University on race and poverty. Up 
to this point in time, Obama has typically been 

the champion of the middle class; his campaign strate-
gies focused heavily on emphasizing the growth of the 
middle class. Recently, however, Obama has spoken 
more often and in a frank manner about the poor. 

Poverty and race have close ties in the United 
States. For example, the white child poverty rate 
stood at 10.7 percent in 2013, compared with Afri-
can-American children at 38.3 percent and Latino 
children at 30.4 percent.

It is unsurprising, then, that Obama has shifted his 
focus to the underprivileged — racial tensions have 
erupted across the United States as simmering unrest 
has finally boiled over. And let’s not forget, poverty 
leads to desperation, desperation to crime, and crime to 
imprisonment. Systemic disenfranchisement is made 
much easier when the group being targeted lacks the 
resources necessary to combat it.

In Georgetown, Obama called for all sides of the 
political spectrum to reach agreements on Amer-
ica’s abject poverty, an issue stalemated for de-
cades. He made special note of his belief that con-
servatives care about the poor, but they fail to act 
on behalf of the poor when creating legislation.

 This is an unfortunate reality, especially when con-
sidering how much poverty and stagnant social mobil-
ity cost society. In addition to inequality, tension, and 
violence in U.S. cities everywhere, there are very real 
economic costs. Child poverty costs the government 
$550 billion a year, nearly 4 percent of the U.S. GDP. 
Without social programs, the poverty level would have 

reached 30 percent  in 2011, according to the progres-
sive-leaning Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. 
Poverty also makes it difficult to succeed in school and 
even harder to reach college, a prerequisite for social 
mobility in today’s world. 

Ideals of meritocracy are embedded in the “American 
Dream.” Those who work hard can succeed here, that’s 
the idea. Winning the social lottery by being born into 
wealth should not determine a person’s success in the 
world, yet it is often the determining factor. 

But fewer Americans believe in that dream nowa-
days. Gallup polling found that in 1998, 81 percent said 
there was “plenty of opportunity” for the average per-
son to get ahead in America. In 2013, that number was 
barely a majority, at 52 percent.

The problem of social mobility in America, or lack 
thereof, can be attributed to what has become known 
as the “Great Gatsby Curve.” As wealth becomes con-
centrated in the top 1 percent of society, it becomes 
increasingly difficult for anyone outside that circle to 
move up in the socioeconomic hierarchy. The United 
States has a very low rate of social mobility compared 
with many European countries. The poorest quintile of 
children have about a 9 percent chance of making it to 
the top quintile in the United States, while in places 
such as Denmark, the number is closer to 18 percent, 
according to the Equality of Opportunity Project.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes in the 
American Dream. The land of opportunity is not 
living up to its rhetoric, and if serious progress 
is to be made in the areas of disparity, racial ten-
sions, and inequality, poverty is the root source of 
degradation that must be addressed.
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Don’t delay addressing poverty

Elections in the UK are 
a labyrinth. There are six 
different types of electoral 
systems and are each ad-
ministered hierarchically 
among the 646 constitu-
encies — each garnering 
its own Member of Parlia-
ment, plus an additional 
four seats to make 650 
since 2010. Because of the 
expanse of nations in the 
UK, different methods are 
applied, resulting in differ-
ent polling to ultimately 
elect government officials.

The multitudes of de-
nominations in majori-
ty parties received the 
majority of votes (as per 
usual), while only two 
independent MPs were 
elected this year.

David Cameron led 
the Conservative Party 
(colloquially known as 
the Tories) to a shocking 

victory in the general 
election, taking 331 of the 
possible 650 seats in Par-
liament. The other major 
parties, Labour and Lib-
eral Democrats, took 232 
and a mere 8, respective-
ly. Because the Liberal 
Democrats abandoned 
pledges to their platform 
to merge with the Tories, 
they dropped 49 seats 
from 2010.

The Scottish National 
Party took a resounding 
sweep in its national seats.

Cameron also (un)sur-
prisingly appointed an 
entirely Tory Cabinet in 
Westminster. In regards 
to these results, there are 
several talking points.

Friends in London, 
whom I’ve been keeping 
in touch with since my 
time there last fall, have 
attended numerous pro-
tests of the new Tory-led 
government. Austerity is 
a major talking point, and 
many across the city fear 
that Cameron’s regime 
will continue cuts to ma-
jor public services in or-
der for the government to 
maintain big money.

Anti-austerity demon-
strations are bringing 

up perceived threats to 
funding for the National 
Health Service, education, 
and art facilities, which 
are major concerns for 
much of the middle-class 
in the UK.

Addressing these 
threats are integral for 
the people, as privatizing 
such would more than 
likely result in price-of-
living increase. For the 
government to provide 
health services and edu-
cation and then drastical-
ly reduce budgeting, the 
younger, less-affluent gen-
erations in the UK will be 
faced with tough environ-
ments and decisions.

Perhaps it’s another 
subtle way for the Tory 
party’s campaign to re-
duce immigration, though 
— the possibility of sac-
rificing amenities to the 
working class for the gov-
ernment’s political gain is 
not foreign in the UK.

Cameron and Compa-
ny have been vying for a 
revised agreement in the 
European Union. Out of 
fear that huge spikes in 
continental and refugee 
immigration, particular-
ly in London, the Tories 

are seeking to shut the 
UK’s doors.

Their rhetoric is revolv-
ing around the typical 
demonization of depicting 
immigrants as leeches, but 
in a more euphemized and 
politically correct manner 
(of course). My London 
friends, many of whom 
come from outside the 
UK and form the vibrant, 
cosmopolitan atmosphere 
that city uniquely holds, 
fear that a right-wing gov-
ernment could ultimately 
be a detriment toward 
their citizenship.

An additional issue that 
the UK will face is the as-
tonishing popularity of the 
Scottish Nationalist Par-
ty in Parliament, which 
forced the independence 
election last year. Com-
mentators are now fever-
ishly focusing on another 
potential vote to secede 
from the UK in the near 
future — most likely with 
much more popularity.

The composition of 
the UK is now at stake 
with how this election 
unfolded. It will be in-
teresting to see how the 
next five years write, or 
rewrite, history.

Questions about the UK’s future
COLUMN

Dora Grote
dora-grote@uiowa.edu

Recently, a family of a 
15-year-old girl with au-
tism was escorted off a 
United Airlines plane af-
ter the girl, Juliette, had 
caused a small disruption. 
This “disruption” consist-
ed of Juliette becoming 
upset over being hungry 
but then calming down 
after her mother, Donna 
Beegle, was able to per-
suade the flight attendant 
to give her some food.

However, this appar-
ently did not appease the 
crew, who announced that 
they would make an emer-
gency landing in Salt Lake 
City, because they had a 

passenger on board with a 
“behavior issue.”

But here’s the truth: 
People don’t come in box-
es. We all are not wired 
the same, and we all do 
not function the same. 
But, as is usually true, 
those people who gener-
ally fit in with the main-
stream have a difficult 
time understanding those 
who don’t, whether con-
sciously or unconsciously.

And this misunder-
standing is usually bred 
from fear, because, as a 
rule, humans fear that 
which they don’t under-
stand. I wasn’t on this 
flight, but I am having a 
very difficult time com-
prehending how Ju-
liette’s outburst, which 
was quickly taken care 
of, could be deemed so 
much of a disruption 
that it warranted an 
emergency landing and 
police to escort the fami-
ly off of the plane. If that 

is a “disruption,” then 
why aren’t families with 
crying babies or noisy 
toddlers made to leave 
flights as well?

As Beegle is quoted as 
saying in an NBC article, 
“As a mom, it ripped my 
heart out. I was shak-
ing.” And understandably, 
considering that such an 
event singled out a family 
that was probably already 
accustomed to feeling 
marginalized. I don’t have 
autism, but as someone 
with a physical disability, 
I know that having my 
disability singled out and 
capitalized feels incred-
ibly horrible, and to be 
treated in a negative way 
because of this disability 
only adds to the shame.

Do I think this feeling 
of shame is warranted? 
Absolutely not, but unfor-
tunately, when we live in 
a society that treats such 
stark differences by calling 
in police to escort the per-

son and their family off a 
plane, shame is the feeling 
that we are taught to feel.

Beegle is a distin-
guished anti-poverty ad-
vocate who works with 
many government agen-
cies to reduce poverty in 
the nation. In her opinion, 
the reaction United Air-
lines had to her daugh-
ter is a similar reaction 
the public has to those 
living in poverty. “Prej-
udice, ignorance, and 
mistreatment are all too 
common toward people 
facing poverty,” she also 
said in the article. “The 
parallels between spe-
cial needs and poverty 
are striking in that both 
are causes for judgment, 
misunderstanding, and 
mistreatment.”

It’s a quiet sort of preju-
dice, one that is lacking of 
the outright name-calling 
and hateful rhetoric, but 
a cruel and harmful prej-
udice nonetheless.

Misunderstanding breeds prejudice
COLUMN

Paul Osgerby
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

Hannah Soyer
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu
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 One of the most amaz-
ing aspects of Blank as 
an athlete is her ability 
to make unmatched ad-
justments to new styles 
of play — something that 
eventually came to de-
fine her career at Iowa.

But in that time, it 
was a transition be-
tween similar but very 
different games. She re-
alized that making the 
throw from short to first 
was different with a big-
ger ball. 

It didn’t take her long 
to adjust.

“I remember at the 
tryout, I think I had 
thrown a softball once 
before, and I couldn’t 
make the throw to first,” 
Blank said. “It would 
sail right every single 
time. It was weird for 
the first few days.”

So began, and in ma-
ny ways continued, her 
drive into mastering 
her greatest strength — 
fielding. Watch her today, 
and you’ll see her make a 
variety of difficult plays 
look routine.

Her reflexes allow her 
to field hard-hit balls 
with ease. Her ability to 
harness her momentum 
allows her to square up 
and gun down runners in 
a matter of milliseconds. 

Blank continued to 
excel in the field on her 
high-school travel teams, 
as fans began to deem 
her plays at shortstop as 
“Jeter-esque.”

But still, she was 
small, and because she 
did not play on the most 
elite of travel teams in 
the area, college recruit-
ers overlooked her.

“She was probably one 
of the better defensive 
shortstops in South-
ern California, but she 
wasn’t the power hitter 
that a lot of these kids 
were,” Jim Blank said. 
“A lot of these girls were 
women already; Me-
gan was just starting to 
go through her growth 
spurt.”

Jim Blank, on a visit to 
his hometown Iowa City, 
urged the coaching staff 
to come out and watch 
his daughter play.

They did in the sum-
mer after her sopho-
more year and were sold. 
In 2012, Megan Blank 
began her career as a 
Hawkeye.

• • •

Her freshman season 
was an exhibit of the 
kind of player college 
programs overlooked in 
the recruiting process.

She hit .390 in the 
2-spot, enjoying the 
luxury of hitting in 
front of two other great 
hitters, Katie Keim and 
Liz Watkins.

“I think I even sur-
prised myself freshman 
year. If I could poke the 
ball through the hole, I 

considered it a success,” 
she recalled. “I rarely 
ever swung away.”

Her success came as a 
slapper, a style predicat-
ed on batting for contact 
and speed rather than 
power. But as the team 
was set to graduate 
Keim and Watkins, the 
coaching staff present-
ed Blank with a request 
— to change her style to 
compensate for the im-
pending loss of power.

Blank agreed, and 
over the course of the 
off-season added muscle 
and changed the techni-
calities of her swing — 
the results were nothing 
short of staggering.

“Here’s a girl putting 
up big numbers every 
game slapping,” junior 
Erin Erickson said. “It 
seems like a flawless 
transition; it blows my 
mind that [travel ball] 
coaches had her slap-
ping before.”

The lifelong slapper 
batted .437, nearly 50 
points higher than in her 
freshman campaign. She 
added 11 home runs, 59 
RBIs, and a slugging per-
centage of .766. 

Blank said she hadn’t 
even hit a home run 
before coming to Iowa, 
which her teammates 
tease her about. But by 
the end of four college 
seasons, she had 27.

She’s proven in the 
sport that she can do just 
about anything — but 
not quite everything.

• • •

At the beginning of 
the 2015 season, Blank, 
the team’s lone senior 
and four-time all con-
ference selection, was 
not voted captain by her 
teammates.

“I know I’m not the 
most vocal leader,” Blank 
said. “I kind of took that 
upon myself this year to 
kind of come out of my 
comfort zone and become 
more vocal.

“It was never some-
thing I was expected to 
be handed to me.”

You won’t hear the pre-
game pump-up speech-
es from Blank. Often, 
emotion can fuel or un-
dermine a player’s per-
formance; that’s not the 
case with this particular 
shortstop.

A player of few words, 

her game is driven by 
the calmness of her per-
sonality. She leads by 
example, letting her play 
speak for itself.

And it has.
Blank powered 

through another mon-
strous season in 2015, 
even as the team strug-
gled to a 19-40 record.

“I don’t want to say it’s 
a failure on the team’s 
part,” Erickson said. 
“But it kind of makes 18 
other people reflect back 
and wish we could have 
done it for Megan.” 

In the Big Ten Tour-
nament, the Hawks won 
the first two postseason 
games of Blank’s career 
en route to reaching the 
semifinals. She ended 
her career batting .545 
in the postseason and 
making the all-tourna-
ment team.

After hitting .442 se-
nior year and posting a 
.960 fielding percentage, 
she earned her fourth-
straight All-Big Ten se-
lection, becoming the 
second player in program 
history to do so, this time 
by a unanimous vote.

Her play in the field 
earned her a spot on the 
All-Big Ten defensive 
team as well.

Yet despite her success 
over the course of her 

Iowa career, a span in 
which she started every 
game at short, she was 
still being overlooked 
— this time by the pros. 
When it came time for 
the National Pro Fast-
pitch to draft on April 
1, Blank’s name was 
not called.

The Chicago Ban-
dits have, however, 
since invited Blank to 
a tryout. And general 
manager Aaron Moore 
expressed optimism 
about Blank’s chances 
of making the team.

“I think she’s been 
overlooked a little be-
cause the team has strug-
gled in recent years,” he 
said. “But she can do a 
little bit of everything, 
and defensively, I think 
she can come in and con-
tribute right away.” 

“I think I’ll always 
try to play with a bit of 
a chip on my shoulder, 
because I think that 
helps me perform bet-
ter,” Blank said. “If you 
can play with a bit of an 
edge, I think that gives 
you a little advantage 
over others.”

She’ll do it the same way 
she always has — cool, 
calm, and composed — 
as if she were still on the 
field in the youth leagues 
of Southern California.

Iowa shortstop Megan Blank tosses to third at Pearl Field on April 30, 2014. Blank fueled a Hawkeye comeback with 2 home runs, but the Hawks lost to UNI, 9-8. 
(The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

BLANK
CONTINUED FROM 10

Megan Blank is ranked in the top 
five in Iowa softball program 
history in multiple categories.

The Daily Iowan/Kristen East

Blank’s bat

Batting average
.410

No. 1 in program history

Home runs
27

No. 4 in program history

Doubles
63

No. 1 in program history

RBIs
153

No. 2 in program history



• Finals@IMU: Carbs and Caffeine Breakfast, 6:30 
a.m., IMU first floor
• Donate, Don’t Dump, 9 a.m.-6:45 p.m., outside 
Burge, Hillcrest, & Mayflower
• Finals@IMU: Yoga, 11 a.m. & 9 p.m., 179 IMU 
• Finals@IMU: Popcorn, 12 p.m.
• Finals@IMU: Healthy Snacks, 2 p.m., IMU
• Staff Council Meeting, 2:30 p.m., 2520D University 
Capitol Center
• Finals@IMU: Academic Q&A Sessions, Chem1110, 3 
p.m., 348 IMU
• iRobot Performance, 3:30 p.m., Theater Building 
Theater B

• Meredith Olson, soprano, 4 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
• History of Downtown Iowa City, Marybeth 
Slonneger, 7 p.m., Iowa City Public Library Room A, 
123 S. Linn
• Finals@IMU: Massages, 8-11:59 p.m., IMU first floor
• Finals@IMU: Snacks, 10 p.m., IMU Hub
• Finals@IMU: Coffee, 11 p.m., IMU first floor

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You will make an interesting business con-
tact if you network. Don’t make personal changes impulsively or you will 
have regrets. Focus on expanding your skills, knowledge, and expertise, 
not on changing your appearance. Observe what others are doing.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Secrets must not be shared. If you divulge 
something about someone else, it will make you look bad. Taking on too 
much will be your downfall. Focus on what you can accomplish. Realistic 
expectations will help you succeed. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’ll face opposition and an untimely 
surprise if you haven’t prepared to accept what someone around you 
does for a living. Talks will lead to emotional setbacks that may not be 
reversible. Honesty and diplomacy are necessary. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t let anyone stop you from following 
your creative direction. Work alone, and don’t worry about what others 
do or say. A last-minute change can be to your advantage if you don’t 
make a fuss. Acceptance will make your life easier. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Working alongside others will bring good results. 
Discuss your expectations and concerns, and you will end up in a leader-
ship position. You will meet new and exciting people if you participate in 
an industry event or fundraiser.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Expect the unexpected. Patience will lead to 
a better position. Look for the positive in any situation you face, and you 
will find a way to maneuver your way to success. Say little, and do a lot. 
Romance will improve your personal life. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Make up your mind to participate. Being in-
decisive will not help you get ahead. Step up your game, and share your 
ideas. Don’t let insecurity stand between you and advancement. Embrace 
change, and present what you have to offer. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Go with the flow. Don’t be daunted by what 
others do. You don’t have to keep up with anyone. Follow your heart and 
enjoy the company of someone you love. Do your own thing, and you 
will find the happiness you are searching for. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t be mesmerized by someone who 
is very different from you. Socialize with people who are of the same 
mindset, and you will avoid wasting time that should be spent on devel-
oping plans and profitable ideas. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Observation will be necessary, and im-
pulses will lead to poor decisions. Try not to reveal your motives until you 
have secured your position. A partnership with someone unique will turn 
out to be a prosperous and winning combination. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put your energy to good use. Make 
positive changes at home and discuss plans with someone you love to 
help your relationship flourish. Working as a team player will result in a 
healthy atmosphere at home and at work. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Listen carefully before you give in to some-
one trying to push or pressure you. Don’t be tempted to spend on a 
gimmick that promises the impossible. Stick close to home and to people 
you can trust. Romance is highlighted.

My Perfect Day
• 6:30 a.m.: Wake-up call from 
boss, telling me office burned 
down and I get three months 

paid vacation.
• 8 a.m.: Breakfast (three Ba-
con, Egg, and Cheese McGrid-
dles with a large Cherry Coke 

(made with grenadine).
• 10 a.m.: Go to gym, kick 

personal trainer in the jim-
mysack, get a strawberry 

banana smoothie.
• 10:30 a.m.: Breakfast (Stuffed 

French Toast at iHop with a Star-
bucks White Chocolate Mocha).
• 12:01 p.m.: Matinee showing 
of literally any current movie, 

so long as there’s nobody else in 
the theater, and also I have four 
fingers of Scotch because now 

it’s the afternoon — so technical-
ly, I don’t have “a problem.”

• 3 p.m.: Doctor calls to inform 
me that my semen cures all 

known STDs.
• 3:30 p.m.: Light snack of 

pancakes, bacon, toast, eggs, 
sausage, waffles, and Scotch.
• 5 p.m.: Limo to the casino, 

immediately win so much mon-
ey at roulette that manager asks 
me to leave; respond by kicking 
manager in the jimmysack and 
laying gastronomical waste to 

the casino’s omelet bar.
• 7 p.m.: Personal advanced 

screening of the new “Game of 
Thrones” season in my living 
room, attended by Peter Din-

klage, Emelia Clarke, Rory Mc-
Cann, and Hodor (in character). 
Steak and eggs made on request 

by a ball-gagged Guy Fieri. 
Sponsored by Glenlivet.

• 11 p.m.: “Andrew, you’re one 
seriously cool dude,” says Hodor.

Andrew R. Juhl wants to know what your 
perfect day would look like.

Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter.
— Mark Twain
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Obama loses Dems on 
fast-track bill

Not even President Obama could salvage 
this vote. 

After a high profile 
speech at Nike’s head-
quarters on May 8 and 
reports of White House 
staff lobbying to help 
boost the prospects of 
legislation needed to 
help pass an Asia-Pacific 
free-trade agreement, 
only one fellow Democrat 
voted to back Obama on a 
key vote.

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., was the Democrat 
to vote for trade promotion authority, also 
known as fast track, which would give the 
final Trans Pacific Partnership an up or down 
vote when it is completed. Without the 

ability to avoid amendments, the partnership 
has a slim chance of being ratified.

The partnership would be one of the larg-
est free-trade agreements in the world, tying 
together the U.S. and Canada along with 10 
countries ranging from Australia and Japan 
to Brunei and Chile. 

Senate Democrats 
opted for a procedural 
move on Tuesday’s vote 
that requires 60 votes for 
legislation to pass.

Carper and 51 
Republicans were unable 
to reach the higher 
threshold. Both members 
of Iowa’s delegation, 
Sens. Joni Ernst and 
Chuck Grassley, voted for the measure.

“It’s disappointing for senators to refuse 
to allow a trade bill to come up for debate, 
especially those who voted for the bill in 
committee just a few weeks ago,” Grassley 

said in a statement.
Debate over both fast 

track and the prospect 
of a deal has led to 
terse public statements 
between Obama and lib-
eral Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren.

Democrats have 
criticized the potential 
agreement for a lack of 
transparency, concerned 
that it would hurt Ameri-
cans workers, and worried that a deal would 
not address claims of currency manipulation.

Even if the bill made it past the Senate, 
a handful of House Republicans were 
expected to oppose it as well. Twenty-two 
Republicans wrote a letter to Obama op-
posing fast track before the 2014 midterm 
election — only four of those members are 
no longer in the House.

—by Brent Griffiths

Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a private do-
nor and will appear weekly in print this semester. The team’s mission is to 
understand, interpret, analyze, and report on topics, trends, and person-
alities that shape politics in Iowa and the United States, and to recognize 
the importance of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content. Email dailyiowanepi@gmail.
com with story ideas, press releases, or reader comments.

ON THE TRAIL IN 
SUMMERTIME

By REBECCA MORIN | rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s GOP Lincoln Day Dinner
In several days, more than 10 an-

nounced and presumptive presidential 
candidates will head to Des Moines for 
the Republican Party of Iowa’s annual 
Lincoln Dinner. This year’s dinner will 
be held on Saturday at the Iowa Events 
Center, 833 Fifth Ave., Des Moines.

The event has featured past pres-
idential candidates, such as former 
vice-presidential nominee and Wiscon-
sin Rep. Paul Ryan. He served as the 
keynote speaker at last year’s dinner.

Iowa National Security Action Summit
With topics such as ISIS and 
the Iran nuclear deal, the 

Center for Security Pol-
icy and High Frontier 

in partnership with 
the Family Leader 

will host a forum 
that will bring 

t h o s e 

discussions to the forefront. The 
summit will be held Saturday at 
Point of Grace Church, 305 N.E. 
Dartmoor Drive, in Waukee, Iowa. 
GOP presidential-nomination can-
didates Ben Carson, former Sen. 
Rick Santorum, and Louisiana 
Gov. Bobby Jindal will attend. 
The main topics to be discussed at the 
event are the threat from “Iran and 
the global jihad movement, border in-
security and illegal immigration, the 
hollowing out of the U.S. military, and 
America’s electrical power grid and 
threats to critical infrastructure.”

Family Leader’s Presidential 
Lecture Series

By the end of September, presiden-
tial-nomination contenders will have 
had the opportunity to visit four re-
gions in Iowa.

The Family Leader’s Presidential 
Lecture Series will continue May 18 at 
Cedar Falls High School, the second in 
the series. Former Arkansas Gov. Mike 
Huckabee and Santorum will attend.

The third lecture will be held June 
15 at Iowa Western Community Col-
lege in Council Bluffs. Speakers for 
that event have yet to be confirmed.

In April, the first of the lecture series 
kicked off, which was held in Mount Pleas-
ant at Wesleyan College. Huckabee, San-

torum, Jindal, and former Texas Gov
Rick Perry attended.

The final of the series will be held on Sept. 
1 at Dordt College, in Sioux Center, Iowa.

Sen. Joni Ernst’s Roast and Ride
Potential Democratic hopefuls gath-

ered at Sen. Tom Harkin’s Annual 
Steak Fry for more than 20 years. But 
with Harkin retired, Iowa’s new sena-
tor has created a Republican event to 
rival the now defunct Steak Fry.

This summer will be Sen. Joni 
Ernst’s first Roast and Ride, which 
will be held at the Central Iowa Expo 
grounds near Boone, Iowa, on June 6.

Though the event will feature fam-
ily activities and entertainment, it 
will allow Ernst to meet with possi-
ble 2016 candidates. Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker confirmed in January 
that he will attend. Since then, six 
more guests have said they will at-
tend, according to Ernst’s PAC on 
Tuesday: retired neurosurgeon Car-
son, former Hewlett Packard CEO 
Carly Fiorina, South Carolina Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, Huckabee, Perry, 
and Florida Sen. Marco Rubio.

Iowa Straw Poll
For GOP hopefuls, Iowa’s Straw Poll 

is the checkpoint before the caucuses 
roll around in February 2016.

The Straw Poll will be held in Boone, 
Iowa, at the Central Iowa Expo on Aug. 
8 this year. The poll was traditionally 
held in Ames. Boone is roughly 30 miles 
northwest of Des Moines. The Straw 
Poll has been held six times, with past 
winners including George H.W. Bush, 

Pat Robertson, a Bob Dole/

Phil Gramm tie, George W. Bush, Mitt 
Romney, and Michele Bachmann.

Democratic activity
Not to neglect the Democrats mak-

ing a run for 2016, former Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley and former 
Virginia Sen. Jim Webb appear to 
be moving toward presidential-cam-
paign announcements later this 
month or early June. Democratic 
candidates Hillary Clinton and Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders haven’t 
made public any Iowa summer trips.

No major forums from the Iowa Dem-
ocratic Party are scheduled for this sum-
mer, but there a few summer barbecues 
taking place. The Warren County Dem-
ocrats’ Annual Picnic is scheduled for 
June 14 in Indianola, the Ankeny Dem-
ocrats Summerfest BBQ will be on July 
11 in Ankeny, among others.

Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame Dinner
Iowa Democrats will come together to 

honor a member of their party this June 
at the annual Hall of Fame Dinner.

The event will be held in late June 
in Cedar Rapids, said Sam Lau, com-
munications director for the Iowa 
Democratic Party. He said more de-
tails of who will attend the dinner will 
be released in the coming weeks.

Last year, former Sen. Tom Har-
kin was the honoree. Several influ-
ential Democrats such as Rep. Dave 
Loebsack, D-Iowa, and O’Malley, who 
was present for the state Democratic 
Convention last year, thanked Har-
kin for his time as senator.

Photo by Margaret Kispert

As the number of presidential candidates continues to rise, so do the visits. Iowans can expect to see 
more than a dozen Republicans and a handful of Democrats roaming the state far and wide to attend 

fundraisers, barbecues, and rallies. The Daily Iowan has compiled a few of those events, and a complete 
list with hours and locations will be available at dailyiowanepi.com.
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Despite running that 
time at Musco — which was 
faster than the Hawks’ con-
ference second-place time 
prior to the meet — the 
Hawkeyes current time is 
just a 0.1 a second shy of Il-
linois, 39.56, for the top spot 
in the Big Ten.

Mallett, who will run the 
second leg of the relay, noted 
the runners’ performance at 
Musco will set them up for 
much success going into the 
conference meet.

“We pretty much blew 
everybody out the water 
at the home meet,” Mal-
lett said. “Once we get the 
stick around, we’re a hard 
team to beat.”

The main struggle this 

season in the 4x100 relay 
has been baton exchanges. 
After running into trouble 
at the Florida and Drake 
Relays, adjustments were 
made quickly. Before they 
head to East Lansing, 
Woody and his sprinters 
will train specifically on 
exchanges and speed en-
durance workouts.

“I just want to make sure 
they feel good with their 
marks and feel confident,” 
Woody said.”

A group of four compet-
ing in a concise and specif-
ic relay such as the 4x100 
isn’t always easy.

Chemistry, bonding, and 
feeling comfortable with 
receiving the baton from 
each other is something 
one athlete believes makes 
this group special.

“We all look out for each 
other,” Brown said. “We all 

hang out with each other 
outside of track, and I’ve 
seen that be helpful to our 
performances on the track.”

While Illinois may have 
the No. 1 spot in the con-
ference, the team doesn’t 
want to count out any 
other Big Ten teams that 
could show up and succeed. 
Brown said the teams to 
beat are the teams that 
competed at nationals last 
year, including Nebraska.

Brown has made his in-
tentions sweet and simple 
for the relay that everyone 
will look forward to:

“I don’t want to sound 
cocky,” he said. “But I’m 
pretty confident that we’ll 
do it again.”

Follow @marioxwil-
liams on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis on the 
Iowa track and field teams.

College World Series bid.
Heller put a win-

ning product on the 
field, and the recep-
tion has been nothing 
short of outstanding.

The Saturday games 
routinely draw more than 
2,000 fans. The Athletics 

Department rented more 
bleachers to accommodate 
the overflow.

Even the facility has 
seen improvement under 
Heller, with a new vid-
eo board, all-turf field, 
and fencing making an 
attractive setting for a 
baseball game.

Heller has restored the 
faith in Hawkeye baseball 
in his two seasons at the 
helm, and he has done so 

with a core of players who 
chose to stick around for 
the turnaround.

The head coach preached 
this season that the team 
would improve every day 
they worked together, and 
they seem to have done 
that, looking especially 
good over the last home se-
ries against Minnesota.

Heller deserves the 
credit for the turnaround 
last season and the suc-

cess this year. The Eldon 
native has his roots firm-
ly planted in the turf at 
Banks Field.

It might not be heaven, 
but it is Iowa, and Iowa 
baseball is not only rele-
vant again but a title con-
tender at that.

Follow @IanFromIowa 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa baseball team.
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Lisa Bluder
Fran McCaffery and the 

men’s basketball team cer-
tainly had successful sea-
son in 2015. They reached 
the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament for the 
first time in 
years and 
took a giant 
step forward 
in terms of 
p o t e n t i a l 
for the pro-
gram.

And if 
the men’s 
p r o g r a m 
continues to 
build on this 
year’s run, there’s a good 
chance we look back on 
this season as the one that 
started it all.

But if we’re talking 
about what coach had the 
best season of 2015, let’s 
not overthink things here; 
women’s head coach Lisa 
Bluder was the class of the 
Hawkeye coaches’ guild 
this year, an organization I 
created just now.

Bluder’s Hawks finished 
with an impressive 26-8 re-
cord, the fewest losses for a 
Bluder-coached Iowa team 
since she took over the pro-
gram in 2000.

Those 26 wins include 
a remarkable 18-game 
unbeaten streak on the 
Hawks’ home court, the 
most Carver wins by an Io-
wa team in history.

What’s more, of the six 

games they did drop, three 
came against teams that 
ranked in the top five in the 
country. The Hawkeyes also 
registered a win against No. 
16 Rutgers and two against 
No. 15 Nebraska.

Their final loss of the 
season came in the Sweet 
16 round of the NCAA 
Tournament at the hands 
of a Baylor squad that al-
most knocked off power-
house Notre Dame. 

Bluder’s 2015 was histor-
ic for a number of reasons, 
all of which should add up 
for a richly deserved Coach 
of the Year award.  

— Ryan Rodriguez

Fran McCaffery
It may be hard to think 

about amid the criticism 
that is launched in Kirk Fer-
entz’s direction every year, 
but this may be one of the 
best years in 
a long time 
for Iowa 
coaching.

Rick Hell-
er turned 
the Iowa 
b a s e b a l l 
team into 
one of the 
nation’s big-
gest surpris-
es, the ev-
er-so-consistent Lisa Bluder 
took the women’s basketball 
team to new heights, and all 
of Iowa’s smaller programs 
such as soccer have built up-
on their recent success.

But my vote for Coach 
of the Year goes to men’s 
basketball head coach 
Fran McCaffery.

For McCaffery, it isn’t 
that this season was so ex-
traordinary, although Io-
wa did win its first NCAA 
Tournament game since 
what seemed like forever. 
Rather, the rate and consis-
tent nature of progress with 
the basketball program has 
been eye opening.

The team was supposed 
to take a step back in the 
absence of Devyn Marble; 
instead, it took a giant 
leap forward. Some of that 
credit should be directed to 
the players, but one would 
be incredibly mistaken if 
they believe McCaffery 
didn’t play a huge role in 
that improvement.

Despite the sideline an-
tics, I like to think that Mc-
Caffery is a player’s coach. 
He’ll publicly stick up for 
and support his players. 
Sometimes — as was the 
case this season when he 
told a reporter to ask an 
intelligent question — that 
can be a detriment to his 
public image.

But if McCaffery’s five 
seasons with Iowa have 
taught us anything, it’s that 
he is a damn good coach and 
that any questions about 
his ability to bring winning 
back to Iowa should be re-
sponded as such: Ask an in-
telligent question.

— Jacob Sheyko

TRACK
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Who should have been 
Coach of the Year?

Not to take away any-
thing from a truly impres-
sive postseason run, but 
things did line up well for 
Iowa to have a strong fin-
ish to the year.

The issue that now comes 
to the Hawkeyes is trying to 
replicate that success, which 
will be a task.

Iowa only had one un-
derclassmen — redshirt 
sophomore Sammi Gyer-
man — hit over .300 this 
year. The other seven un-
derclassmen with 30 or 
more at-bats combined to 
average just .221.

As a team the Hawkeyes 
hit .261 this year, an aver-
age that drops to .237 when 
Blank’s stats are removed.

An off-season working 
with first-year hitting coach 
Adam Arbour should help, 
but Iowa still lags quite a 

bit behind the rest of the 
Big Ten, which hit .309 as a 
conference this season.

The Hawkeyes will get a 
bit of help from incoming 
freshman Brooke Rozier, 
who hit .425 with 28 RBIs 
during her senior prep sea-
son in Missouri. The team 
also adds pitching with 
incoming freshman Erin 
Riding, who helped lead 
McKinney Boyd (Texas) to 
the 5A regional quarterfi-
nals during her junior year, 
though her team stumbled 
to a 4-12 record during her 
senior season.

Riding should help, but 
there’s still quite a bit of 
work on the mound to be 
done. Starkenburg has 
power and is slowly learn-
ing how to refine that part 
of her game. She had 194 
strikeouts to 171 walks, but 
she did hit 31 batters, sec-
ond most in the conference. 
That said, Starkenburg was 
asked to do quite a bit this 
year and pitched 250 in-

nings on the season — the 
most in the conference.

Will it be enough to get 
Iowa back on the national 
radar? Possibly, though it 
doesn’t seem likely that the 
Hawkeye softball team is 
poised to make a big jump 
from this year to the next.

It’s a shame, really. Io-
wa was once something 
akin to a Northern softball 
powerhouse under for-
mer coach Gayle Blevins, 
making 16 NCAA Tour-
naments and four College 
World Series during her 
1988-2010 tenure.

Big shoes to fill. But for 
an Iowa program that has 
now spent five seasons un-
der Looper’s watchful eye 
and been nowhere close 
to a berth in the NCAA 
regionals, it’s more than a 
little disappointing.

Follow @JordyHan-
sen for news, updates, and 
analysis about the Iowa 
softball team.
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By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

JD Blank walked to the circle to 
throw out the first pitch of Iowa’s 
2015 Senior Day to younger sister 
Megan, just as he had done years 
earlier in the youth leagues of 
Southern California.

It culminated an illustrious ca-
reer for Iowa softball’s star short-
stop. Megan Blank has made the 
All-Big Ten Team in each of her 
four seasons at Iowa. In 2015, she 
became as the program’s all-time 
leader in doubles. Her career bat-
ting average of .410 is the best in 
Hawkeye history.

But all the success was far from 
a foregone conclusion for the Cali-
fornian when she entered college. 
From the time she was young, she 
went about her athletics career 
pushing herself to the next level.

• • •
 
It wasn’t long before Jim and 

Marcia Blank realized their daugh-
ter had a passion for the game.

“We always laugh, when she was 5, 
6, 7 years old, we had an old wooden 
garage door,” Jim Blank said. “She 
would throw the tennis ball against 
it for hours on end and just sit there 
and make plays.”

Megan grew up a self-described 
“tomboy”; she proclaimed to her 
parents she would be the first girl to 
play for the Dodgers. When she was 
old enough to sign up for baseball, 
she seized the opportunity. 

And where others dreaded prac-
tice, she saw it as another opportuni-

ty to experience the game she loved.
“She never understood why the 

boys would complain, ‘We have to go 
to practice,’ ” Marcia Blank said. “She 
would say, ‘We get to go to practice.’ ”

She played those youth-league 
years as the only girl on her teams. 
Always smaller than her teammates, 
big aspirations kept her on par with 
her older brother and the boys.

When JD was in the major-league lev-
el of youth baseball, Megan was placed 
by age into the minors. She implored 
coaches to let her play at the next level.

“Growing up whatever I did, I did it 
because my brother did it,” she said.

She got her wish. And as JD hit 
his growth spurt before most of his 
buddies, few were willing to stand 

on the receiving end of his newfound 
power as a pitcher.

Undeterred by fear and eager for 
to prove herself, Megan stepped up 
to the challenge.

“I could throw a fastball pretty de-
cently and nobody else wanted to catch 
me, but she did,” JD said. “She was nev-
er afraid to play with the big kids.”

Over time, as her male peers grew 
bigger, Megan’s parents persuaded 
her to cross over to a sport she has 
excelled in for the last 10 years.

At age 13, Megan Blank began 
playing softball.

• • •

Megan Blank’s space

Iowa infielder Megan Blank stands with a bat during softball media day at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation 
Facility on Jan. 29. Blank is the only senior on the softball team this year. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

Softball 
searches 
for success

 Two wins in the Big Ten Tournament 
— one a major upset — likely has the Io-
wa softball team feeling the season was 
a success.

That’s fair; but don’t forget the Hawkeyes 
lost 40 games for the first time in program 
history. A strange year for a run in the tour-
nament, but it was the first time that Iowa 
has won a postseason game in five years un-
der head coach Marla Looper.

Even more, it was done with just one 
pitcher who was ready to pitch at a Divi-
sion-I level.

It was a good way to end a season the 
team would like to mostly slip under 
the rug.

The Hawkeyes finished 19-40, and it was 
a season that included a 9-25 mark in non-
conference play. To be fair, the Hawks did 
play 19 games against ranked opponents.

However, they lost 16 of those 19. Even 
worse, they were outscored 116-26 in games 
against ranked opponents.

Looper and her staff could argue that 
it was an important step for a relatively 
young Iowa team that needed to see good 
competition.

While that assessment does have some 
validity, losing eight games against ranked 
opponents by run-rule does not put a win-
ning culture in place.

It could be argued that Iowa’s postsea-
son victories over Rutgers and Minnesota 
(which outscored Iowa 25-0 in the regular 
season) were the result of learning from 
the painful losses and mistakes during the 
regular season.

If that is the case, then congrats to the 
team on learning that losing is not very fun.

More than likely, however, it seems that 
Iowa got hot at the right time and rode a 
truly memorable performance by senior 
shortstop Megan Blank (.545 batting av-
erage, 3 doubles, 2 singles, and a triple in 
the tournament) along with a strong fin-
ish to an up-and-down season for pitcher 
Shayla Starkenburg.
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The senior’s journey to one of Iowa softball’s all-time greats was unlikely 
as it was spectacular — except to her. 

By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

The resurgence of the Iowa baseball program has been 
well-documented over the past two seasons.

Thirty wins a year ago saw the Hawkeye baseball team 
win the DI’s Story of the Year, and head coach Rick Heller 
took home the Coach of the Year award. The team could very 
well win 40 games, and it’s not outside the realm of possibil-
ity for this team to break the school record of 44.

It should come as no surprise, then, that the head coach 
of one of the most successful athletics programs of the 
year, Heller, is The Daily Iowan’s Coach of the Year for the 
second year in a row.

The Hawkeyes have locked up at least the No. 2 seed in 
the Big Ten Tournament next week with one series to go.

The year before last, the Hawkeyes had seen better days.
There was no talk of hosting a regional, no talk of playing 

in the Big Ten Tournament, and the last home game of the 
year meant playing all the seniors, not playing to keep pace 
with the top team in the Big Ten.

Give credit to men’s basketball head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery and women’s basketball head coach Lisa Bluder, 
both of whom guided their respective programs to NCAA 
Tournament bids and victories.

On the men’s side, the last time the Hawkeyes won a tour-
nament game, most UI students were 6 years old.

But take a look at Heller’s body of work this season. Ex-
pectations were modest entering the season. There were 
questions about who would replace Jake Yacinich at short-
stop and what the weekend rotation would look like.

Sure, the Hawkeyes had the best recruiting class in 
the Big Ten, but that doesn’t always — in fact it almost 
never — immediately translate into measurable suc-
cess or improvement.

And yet, with one week left in the regular season, the 
Hawkeyes have positioned themselves to have a run at the 
Big Ten championship and are drawing comparisons to the 
1990 team, which took home the hardware, and even the 
1972 team, which holds the distinction of the program’s only 

SEE BLANK, 5

SEE COMMENTARY, 8SEE COACH, 8

Iowa head coach Rick Heller observes his players at Banks Field on May 7, 2014. The Hawkeyes defeated Upper Iowa, 8-3. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

HellerBall 
takes the day

YEAR-END AWARDS

Jordan Hansen
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

COMMENTARY

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

Iowa Director of Track and Field Joey 
Woody has used a combination of six guys on 
his 4x100-meter relay team during the out-
door season.

Despite the issues including baton ex-
changes, rhythm, chemistry, 
and energy it’s clear he’s 
found the right four athletes 
to compete at the Big Ten 
Championships in East Lan-
sing, Michigan.

Junior Vinne Saucer, soph-
omore Aaron Mallett, junior 
James Harrington, and se-
nior Keith Brown will try to 
get the squad’s third-consec-
utive Big Ten title in the event.

“We’re definitely going in with the mindset 
that we’re playing to win,” Woody said. “We 
believe we can beat anyone in the conference 
right now, and we’re excited we’re able to put 
up our best performance at the last real meet 
of the year.

“They just got to do their thing.”
That mindset is something Woody has in-

stilled in his athletes all season. He consis-
tently puts emphasis on what he wants his 
team to be known for — stellar relays.

“Relays are the core unit of your program,” 
Woody said. “If you have good relays, then 
you have a good chance of having a good 
team just because it’s hard to have a good 
team without good relays.”

The group of sprinters competed together 
for the first time this season at the squad’s 
home meet — the 16th-annual Musco Twi-
light. The quartet shone when it crossed the 
line in 39.66 to snatch the title.

SEE TRACK, 8

4x100 
seeks Big 
Ten success

Woody
director
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