
By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Presi-
dential Search Committee held 
its second meeting on May 8 to 
discuss position qualifications, 
the search process, and privacy 
for candidates.

“There’s a lot of 
untapped potential 
at this campus, and 
we can really go to a 
new level,” UI Fac-
ulty Senate Pres-
ident Alexandra 
Thomas said.

The committee 
reviewed the pres-
ident’s position de-
scription. It will be 
used for advertising purposes and 
includes a range of “preferred” 
rather than required qualifica-
tions and skills.

At the top of the list were commu-
nication skills — namely, someone 
who would advocate what the UI 
does for the state and the country.

“We want to take that academic 
mission to that next level in terms 
of teaching and research — some-
one who really understands fac-
ulty and faculty work and who is 
able to articulate the value of that 
work broadly to all constituencies,” 
UI Faculty Senate President-Elect 
Christina Bohannan said.

Other skills listed in the three-
page position description were in-
teracting well with officials, gov-
ernmental bodies, and the media 
while promoting the UI’s vision and 
addressing challenges.

Committee members had a series 
of meetings with the leadership of 
the UI’s various colleges to deter-
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SEE NICU, 6

Staff nurse in Bay 1 Lauren Hodgson takes care of a baby in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital on May 5. Bay 1 is the most intense 
part of the unit; it takes the sickest and youngest babies. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

DEDICATED
TO THE BABIES

Lauren Hodgson sits in a tall desk chair, 
swinging her legs back and forth, checking her 
black iPhone for a call — one that will notify her 
when her tiny patient is out of surgery.

Hodgson is a staff nurse in Bay 1 of the Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit at the University of 
Iowa Children’s Hospital. Bay 1 is the most in-
tense of the five bays in the care unit; it houses 
the sickest and often youngest babies.

Above Hodgson’s head, an orange light 
flashes, signaling a change in one baby’s 
charts. The 29-year-old spends her workdays 
analyzing and stabilizing vital signs, admin-
istering minute doses of medicine, and follow-
ing an exact feeding schedule for her patients.

A few minutes later, Hodgson’s hospital-issued 
phone buzzes. Dressed in turquoise scrubs, she an-
swers and spends a few minutes nodding and tak-
ing notes. She hangs up and dials another number.

She is calling the baby’s mother, letting her 
know the surgery went well and they are about 
to bring the baby back from surgery to her min-
iature bed in the intensive-care unit.

Hodgson gathers with the rest of the in-hospi-
tal transfer team, which can include upwards of 
nine people, from respirator therapists to nurs-
ing residents and a transfer bed. 

While the group pushes toward the door leading 
to the operating room, the parents, who are lagging 
behind, stop just as they reach the swinging doors. 
The mother slides against the wall until she’s sit-
ting on the floor, exhausted from having a baby in 

intensive care. The father paces back and forth 
in front of a long window looking down on the 

playground, anxious about his baby.
Despite the palpable pain in the room, 

Hodgson strides on.

• • • 

The term neonatology refers to the 
care of premature babies or babies who 

are very sick, usually because of 
low birth weight, lung or heart 
problems, or birth defects.

A baby born before 37 weeks is 
considered premature — a full-term 
pregnancy is 39 to 40 weeks. The sur-
vival rates of babies born at 23, 24, and 
25 weeks improve considerably when a 
baby is brought to the Children’s Hospital; 
the facility is considered among the top neo-
natal-intensive-care providers in the country.

The Neonatology Intensive Care Unit is a Level IV 
ICU, which means it is ranked in the highest level of 
care recognized by the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Approximately 450,000 babies are considered 
premature each year, according to March of Dimes. 
Worldwide, 15 million babies are born before term.

Around 800 babies end up in the Neonatology 
Intensive Care Unit every year from around the 
state and country — and Hodgson is one of the se-
lect nurses qualified to watch over these babies for 
days, weeks, and sometimes even months.

Hodgson is one of the younger nurses to stand 
over the miniature beds. At 29, she has worked 
in the neonatal ICU for almost seven years and 
transferred to Bay 1 in 2011.

The nurses in the unit decide for the most part 
which patients they take every day. This system, 
paired with the intense and long hours they 
spend with babies and their families, sometimes 
makes forming bonds inevitable.

 “I think most of us try to take back patients 
we know or patients we’ve had before … A lot of 
our sicker patients tend to have the same nurses 
over and over again, and then you get attached to 
them,” Hodgson said, tapping her Dansko clogs — 
a trademark for any nurse. 

“But it can make it more difficult sometimes, be-
cause you have a difficult patient [and] they don’t 
seem to be getting any better, or the longer the ba-

UI issues 
timely 
warning

Committee 
considers 
criteria

By CHRIS HIGGINS
christopher-higgins@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa issued a 
warning to faculty, staff, and stu-
dents on May 9 regarding a report-
ed sexual assault. 

A student reported to UI staff 
that she was sexually assaulted by 
an acquaintance in a residence hall 
in the early hours of May 9, accord-
ing to a warning email.

This is the 10th instance of re-
ported sexual misconduct this ac-
ademic year, as well as the first of 
the spring semester. 

During the 2013-14 school year, 
12 instances of sexual misconduct 
were reported.

Nurses in the UI Children’s Hospital Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit are more than just caregivers — they are family.

PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH

The search committee is 
working on criteria for the 
new president.

SEE SEARCH, 3
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mine what qualities they 
want in a president.

“They want to reaffirm 
the importance of re-
search, scholarship, and 
creative work,” UI Vice 
President for Medical 
Affairs and search-pan-
el head Jean Robillard 
said.

He is set 
to become 
the UI in-
terim pres-
ident after 
P r e s i d e n t 
Sally Ma-
son retires 
on July 31.

“Not on-
ly did we 
want someone to artic-
ulate a vision but also 
to refine a sense of our 
identity,” said Lena Hill, 
a UI associate profes-
sor of English and Afri-
can American studies. 
“I think people felt that 
was lacking.”

Others were concerned 
about the new presi-
dent’s ability to address 
campus crises.

“At the end of the day, 
if there’s a crisis on cam-
pus, it’s the president 
who’s out there having 
to manage these,” Tippie 
College of Business Dean 
Sarah Fisher Gardial 
said. “You don’t see pres-
idents falling away be-
cause of academic issues.”

Additional preferred 
qualifications listed in 
the position description 
included a doctorate or 
terminal degree, ability 
to lead an academic re-
search school and medi-
cal center, and a commit-
ment to academics.

“They’re looking for 
someone who’s sensitive 
to and has a deep under-
standing of the challeng-
es facing universities 
today and they’re myri-
ad,” journalism Professor 
Gigi Durham said. “They 
range from financial, fis-
cal issues to campus sex-

ual assault to all sorts of 
other things.”

The committee ap-
proved the description 
May 8 as recommend-
ed by Parker Executive 
Search CEO Laurie 
Wilder. Then, the pan-
el could begin adver-
tising the position in 
publications such as the 
Chronicle of Higher Ed-
ucation, Forbes, and the 
New York Times.

The state Board of Re-
gents contracted Atlan-
ta-based Parker to assist 
in the search process for 
around $200,000.

“It’s not a huge mar-
ket of potential candi-
dates,” Wilder said. “It’s 
always a competitive 
market, so you’ve got to 
be aggressive.”

She said the UI’s big-
gest competition is the 
University of Washing-
ton presidential search; 
Parker is not involved in 
that search.

The committee dis-
cussed and voted to 
approve a confidenti-
ality policy for can-
didates, also recom-
mended by Parker.

Communication about 
candidates will take 
place either over the 
phone or on a secure web-
site managed by Parker.

Wilder said privacy 
and making the search 
timeline clear were 
some of the best ways 
to keep candidates from 
leaving the process, be-
cause most of them will 
be happily employed at 
their own institutions.

She said salary, com-
pensation, and reloca-
tion would be some of 
their first conversations 
with the candidates so 
the committee doesn’t 
select someone it can’t 
bring to the UI.

“We want to know 
they’re committed and 
will take the job if 
they’re selected,” Re-
gent President Bruce 
Rastetter said.

Only about four or five 
candidates, a number 
requested by the state 
Board of Regents, will be 
made public around the 
week of Aug. 31.

The regents plan to in-
terview the final candi-
dates on campus Sept. 5.
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By ALYSSA GUZMAN
alyssa-guzman@uiowa.edu

Iowa has worked its 
way from No. 7 to No. 1 
in wind energy.

By the end of 2014, 
Iowa produced 28.5 
percent of its electricity 
from wind energy, the 
highest in the country.

That number is ex-
pected to increase to 
more than 30 percent 
by the end of this year.

“[The amount of 
energy produced] 
is comparable with 
some of the best coun-
tries in the world, like 
Denmark,” said Uni-
versity of Iowa Pro-
vost P. Barry Butler, 
the Iowa Wind princi-
pal investigator.

Currently, the state 
has a grant from the 
National Science Foun-
dation covering three 
different parts of re-
newable energy, one of 
which is wind energy.

“We get money from 
the National Science 
Foundation every year 
for five years,” Butler 
said. “It’s about $1 
million a year.”

The money has been 
used to fund projects at 
Kirkwood Communi-
ty College and to pur-
chase equipment such 
as wind towers.

Sri Sritharan, an 
engineering professor 
at Iowa State Uni-
versity and associate 
head for graduate 
study and research, 
credits Iowa’s success 
with wind energy to 
the state’s ability to 

produce all three com-
ponents to generate it.

“Iowa was the first to 
have companies in state 
to produce all three 
components for wind 
energy — the tower, the 
turbine itself, and the 
blade,” Sritharan said. 
“In terms of purchasing 
and shipping, that’s go-
ing to be attractive.”

Sritharan said that all 
these parts being local-
ly manufactured helps 
with both production 
and installation of wind 
generators, especially 
since some of the parts 
are costly to transport.

The manufacturing 
of the wind generators 
that goes on statewide 
also provides rough-
ly 6,000 Iowans with 
employment.

A few other reasons 
Iowa is the leading 
state in wind manu-
facturing, said John-
son County Supervi-
sor Mike Carberry, 
is because of Iowa’s 
location, transporta-
tion, and low wages.

“There are a lot of 
wind farms in Iowa, 
a well-educated work-
force, and the cost of 
living isn’t so high,” 
said Carberry, who is 
heavily involved in 
environmental initia-
tives. “It’s a good place 
to manufacture.”

Mike Prior, the exec-
utive director for the 
Iowa Wind Energy As-
sociation, said wind in 
Iowa could be the next 
great “cash crop.”

“We have an oppor-
tunity because we have 

a really great wind 
source,” he said.

Carberry also noted 
that if one were to look 
at a map of wind speed, 
one would see that the 
wind comes to a peak in 
western Iowa.

“The faster the wind, 
the more electricity you 
can make,” he said.

In addition to an 
ideal location to pro-
duce wind energy, Pri-
or said, Iowa has had 
very favorable poli-
cies to help encourage 
its production.

Some of those pol-
icies include tax in-
centives and favorable 
rulings from the Iowa 
Utilities Board.

“We’ve had very 
favorable legisla-
tors, good bipartisan 
support, and a for-
ward-thinking gover-
nor,” Prior said. “We’ve 
had multiple governors 
over the last decade or 
so that have been very, 
very pro-wind.”

Bipartisan support 
in regard to wind ener-
gy has allowed Iowa to 
work its way up on the 
list for states with the 
most wind potential.

“We’ve made a very 
concentrated effort to 
pursue wind,” Car-
berry said. “In wind 
potential, we were 
seventh, but now 
we’re No. 1 because 
we had the foresight. 
You don’t often see 
Democrats and Re-
publicans working 
together on anything, 
but we worked to-
gether on wind.”

By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa.edu

As Iowa transitions to a 
privatized Medicaid sys-
tem, Democrats are de-
manding government over-
sight and limited profits for 
insurance companies.  

Gov. Terry Branstad uni-
laterally made the change 
earlier this year, and Sen-
ate Democrats voted last 
week to develop an over-
sight commission to man-
age the transition to pri-
vate insurance providers. 

Local lawmakers dis-
cussed the transition 
and potential oversight 
commission at a public 
forum on May 9. 

“We have the ability to 
manage this as a state, and 
we’ve done it for years,” Sen. 
Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City, 
said. “Turning it now over 
to these private companies 
indicates a failure of man-
agement by this governor.”

Branstad is concerned 
these restrictions will slow 
down the transition by 
bogging down the “Request 
for Proposals” process in 
which companies apply bid 
for risk-based managed 
care or a privately deliv-
ered approach for Iowa’s 
Medicaid program. 

“I always say manage care 
really means manage cost 
and less care, because that’s 
usually what we’ve found in 
every other state that has do-
ne this,” Rep. Mary Mascher, 
D-Iowa City, said.

Iowa would join 39 other 
states and Washington, D.C., 
in using managed care to over-
see their Medicaid programs. 

Democrats have raised 
concerns about providing the 
same benefits available now. 

Rep. Dave Jacoby, 
D-Coralville, said Republi-
cans are afraid to say what 
they really believe. He said 
he thinks some Republi-
cans may be motivated by 
more restrictive coverage. 

“What’s being said is 
those who really need it, 
those who really, really de-
serve it, they’re going to be 
OK,” Jacoby said.  “What’s 
not being said is, ‘We be-
lieve there are a lot of peo-
ple who don’t deserve it or 
shouldn’t be on Medicaid.’ ” 

Two to four companies 
will be chosen on July 31. 
Bolkcom said around 17 
companies had applied. 

A profit cap, limiting 
administrative costs to 
providers and restricting 
them from reducing pro-
vider rates, was included in 
the human-services budget 
passed last week. 

Jacoby gave a tongue-
in cheek-response to con-
cerns the profit cap will 
hinder enterprise. 

“Well, 3 percent of $600 
million is $18 million, if 
my math is correct,” Jacoby 
said. “So that does leave the 
private company a little bit 
of profit room and hopefully, 
it can make ends meet.”

The Senate plan esti-
mates it would more than 
double the savings predict-
ed by Branstad from $51 
million to $108 million. 

Branstad addressed 
members of the media last 
week saying the Senate 
proposal is unsustainable. 
He disputed the bill’s sav-

ings figures and opposed 
the added restrictions. 

“I think the $51 million 
of savings that we rec-
ommended is a realistic 
figure,” he said.  “To dou-
ble that amount of money 
and then to put additional 
restrictions on it, I don’t 
think is realistic.”

Rep. Linda Miller, 
R-Bettendorf, a mem-
ber of the subcommittee 
assigned to review the 
bill, said the Senate’s 
savings estimate was 
not realistic. 

“Anything that would 
delay the [Request for Pro-
posals] would delay the im-
plementation,” Miller said.  
“They can’t really delay the 
implementation and make 
twice the savings”

Bolkcom said the Senate 
does restrict the providers’ 
actions but said it will save 
money for the state and 
citizens and slow down 
Branstad’s “fast-tracked” 
transition process. 

“We put language in 
there to try to limit the 
exposure of the state to 
these companies,” Bolk-
com said. “That is a huge 
issue, and it is one we’ll 
continue to work on as we 
wind down this session.” 

Currently, 560,000 Io-
wans receive insurance 
benefits through Medic-
aid. Those beneficiaries, 
Branstad said, are the 
focus of “modernizing” 
the program. 

“Our focus is providing 
better services,” he said.  
“We want to make sure 
that we are doing more to 
help people stay healthier.”

Leading in wind
Iowa is currently the leading state for 
wind-energy production.

James Johansen watches as the new wind turbine is raised outside the Madison Street Services Building on 
July 6, 2010. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Medicaid plan draws 
fire from Democrats

IOWA LEGISLATURE 

Robillard
UI vice president



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

If there is one thing 
that I have come to un-
derstand writing col-
umns for The Daily Io-
wan, it is that I hate the 
gray areas. When I find 
a case or story that is a 
simple black-and-white 
scenario, I find it so easy 
to come to a valid and 
sound conclusion. But 
then there is the gray 
area, where discerning 
right from wrong is un-
believably difficult. How-
ever, what is by far more 
difficult is trying to prop-
erly explain a position 
in a gray area to others 
without receiving a vi-
cious tongue-lashing.

Such is the case of the 
new trend, the “stomp on 
the U.S. flag” campaign 
started by the now in-
famous Eric Sheppard. 
Sheppard has gone on re-
cord citing his campaign as 
socially motivated. “That 
flag represents white su-
premacy racism, which is 
plaguing the entire Earth, 
so when we step on that 
flag, we are stepping on 
racism, white supremacy, 
things that were erected 
alongside our genocide 
and our holocaust.”

I am deeply disturbed 
and offended by these ac-
tions, and surely so are 
the countless veterans 
and armed forces of this 
nation. Not only is the 
motivation convoluted, 
but people are actually 
participating and creat-
ing viral videos support-
ing Sheppard, who (co-
incidently) created this 
challenge after what was 
allegedly his gun was 
found on his college cam-
pus during a series of 
anti-flag protests. “I’m a 
terrorist toward lies. I’m 
a terrorist toward liars. 
I’m a terrorist toward 
those who are wicked. 
So yes, I am a terrorist 

toward white people,” 
Sheppard states. “What 
I’m saying to you all is a 
warning of death that is 
coming upon this nation.”

The most frustrating 
aspect about this turn of 
events is that there is noth-
ing that can be done about 
it. The action of stomp-
ing on a flag is considered 
an act of free speech and 
therefore protected by law. 
Any form of legal conse-
quence or retribution is un-
attainable from this point 
on. However, this does not 
mean we have to accept 
this on its face.

I think it is safe to 
compare this flag dese-
cration to the likes of Ku 
Klux Klan speeches and 
neo-Nazi works. The lat-
ter groups are not doing 
anything particularly 
illegal, yet a majority of 
the population regards 
them contemptuous as 
organizations and speak-
ers. When they show 
their faces at large public 
events, they are met with 
severe opposition. This is 
how we should treat this 
idiotic attack on the flag.

In Duncan, Oklahoma, 
a local man has started 
his own opposition. The 
man, Bryce Wagoner, is-
sued a challenge for peo-
ple to get an American 
flag and fly it proudly. 
“This has nothing to do 
about me,” he said. “Just 
go out and put a flag up, 
show you’re still proud 
to be an American.” This 
type of nonviolent con-
frontation is what is 
needed to remind peo-
ple that it is false that 
the American flag “rep-
resents white supremacy 
racism, which is plagu-
ing the entire Earth,” but 
rather that it is a patri-
otic symbol of the demo-
cratic and freedom based 
ideals that we have set 
the precedent for.

I love our nation’s prac-
tice of free speech, despite 
my disagreements with 
certain people’s actions 
of views. Be like Bryce 
Wagoner, and use your 
own rights and freedom 
to fight back in the most 
patriotic way possible.
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Russia celebrated the 70th anniversary of its 
victory over Nazi Germany on May 9 with a 
large-scale parade in Moscow, but whether 

now is truly the time for celebration is ambiguous. 
Tensions between the international community 

and Russia have been rising, with the country now 
facing harsh scrutiny for alleged involvement in the 
conflict in Ukraine. Celebrating the day Germany 
surrendered to the Soviet Union and taking time to 
remember the sacrifices made by veterans in that 
war are noble motivations. However, it is impossible 
not to look at this event outside the modern context 
of the conflict occurring simultaneously.      

The potentially dubious intentions of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin cannot be ignored even 
on the day celebrating a historic victory over Nazi 
Germany. Putin has faced criticism for manipulat-
ing the situation in Ukraine in an effort to reclaim 
what is felt to be a loss of the former glory of the 
Soviet Union, and the celebration of Victory Day 
particularly highlights that. If Putin’s intention is 
to step in a time machine, he may be well on his 
way to getting his wish. The destination however 
may not be the Russia’s time of glory but the days 
of Cold War hostility. 

The Victory Day parade was not only an effort 
to celebrate the glory of Russia’s past but also an 
opportunity to demonstrate the current military 
might of the country with “some 16,000 soldiers, 
200 armored vehicles, and 150 planes and heli-
copters” also on display during the parade. Many 
Western leaders did not attend the parade, al-

though they denied that their lack of attendance 
was an organized boycott. Still, it is clear to see 
that Putin’s alleged involvement in Ukraine and 
the annexation of Crimea is not making him any 
new friends. Furthermore, the reluctance to be in-
volved in the region appears to be dividing even 
Russia’s own ranks.   

Although Russian involvement in the Ukraine 
has been systematically denied, Russian troops 
have reportedly been quitting in order to avoid be-
ing sent to participate in the Ukrainian conflict, 
according to a Reuters investigation. Accounts 
from former Russian soldiers depict under-the-ta-
ble deployments to the Ukraine with ambiguous 
orders and lucrative incentives. Despite that, there 
has been an increase in soldiers resigning from the 
military in order to stay out of a war they techni-
cally shouldn’t be in anyway.

Putin has tried to control the narrative of Rus-
sian involvement in Ukraine, but it would appear 
as though not even he can keep his story straight 
for much longer. Members of NATO have made an 
effort to remove suspected Russian spies from the 
Western military alliance headquarters in Brus-
sels. It has become clear how the Western world 
feels about Russia’s actions, and regardless of Pu-
tin’s intentions, the result is an increasingly po-
larized relationship between Russia and the West. 
Russia has found itself in a precarious situation 
with the Western world, watching Putin’s careful-
ly crafted narrative appear to unravel before our 
very eyes. 
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Putin’s Ukraine story unravels

Recently, I’ve been 
seeing a video popping 
up in my news feed 
frequently. This vid-
eo hasn’t exactly gone 
viral, but it’s gaining 
steam. It’s of Miley 
Cyrus, Joan Jett, and 
Laura Jane Grace cov-
ering the Replacements’ 
“Androgynous.” 

This is particularly 
strange to me, as I used 
to worship Grace and 
her band, Against Me, 
when it was rooted in 
punk-rock obscurity. I 
remember callousing 
my fingers attempting 
to learn “Is Reinventing 
Axl Rose” front to back, 
and now she shares a 
stage with pop super-
star Cyrus. 

Cyrus and Jett have 
kicked their “Happy 
Hippie” foundation in-
to gear recently, which 
is an organization that 

provides aid to LGBTQ 
and homeless youth, 
and with Laura Jane 
Grace as transgendered 
woman, the trio makes 
perfect sense.

So what does LGBTQ 
mean? The abbreviation 
stands for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgen-
der, and Queer. Though 
while the gay-rights 
movement marches 
steadily on, unfortu-
nately more often than 
not the latter “TQ” 
seem to be brushed to 
the side. It’s still a very 
dangerous world for 
trans people.

According to a Na-
tional Coalition of Anti-
violence Programs  2013 
report, “homicides for 
2013 remain among the 
highest ever recorded 
by the group. Addition-
ally, for a fourth year in 
a row, the [coalition’s] 
findings reflect a dis-
proportionate impact of 
deadly violence for peo-
ple of color, transgender 
women, transgender 
people of color, and gay 
men.” 

Not only is violence 
a problem, workplace 
discrimination is par-

ticularly brutal for 
transgendered peoples. 
According to a Wash-
ington Post article 
published in January, 
transgender commu-
nities suffer an unem-
ployment rate of twice 
the rate of the general 
population, and trans 
households are four 
times more likely to 
have an income of less 
than $10,000. 

Trans communities 
face obstacles that LGB 
people may not have to 
encounter. Tyler Curry of 
the Huffington Post stat-
ing that the “T” should be 
dropped altogether from 
LGBTQ and that gay 
rights and trans rights 
should be altogether sep-
arate movements. 

Though I don’t neces-
sarily agree, his opinion 
is founded. People who 
are trans need more 
sincere representation 
in these movements 
and national voice, and 
Grace seems to be fill-
ing this hole. 

In this video, the oth-
erwise somber original 
rendition of the Replace-
ment’s “Androgynous” 
is approached with a 

tangible optimism. The 
ghostly piano on the 
1984 release is replaced 
with upbeat acoustic 
guitars and smiles. This 
could be a reflection 
of the times. Perhaps 
Paul Westerberg of the 
Replacements couldn’t 
see much optimism for 
the trans communi-
ty in a time when gay 
communities were, and 
still are, simply strug-
gling to remain safe on 
a walk home at night. 
Now, we see a pop su-
perstar celebrating the 
idea of androgyny.

With Against Me’s re-
cent release of “Trans-
gender Dysphoria 
Blues” and the sweep-
ing reach of of Cyrus, 
a greater audience can 
understand transgen-
der peoples. Though 
these movements al-
ways take persistent 
hard work by wonderful 
people, I feel we are on 
the cusp of a new chap-
ter in a LGBTQ history. 

So, if you have the time, 
I ask that you give the per-
formance a listen. While 
you tap your feet, you may 
as well educate yourself 
on the issue at hand.

The latter half of ‘LGBTQ’

War crimes of 
the Armenian 
government

On the night of May 8-9, 1992, 
the Armenian military occupied 
the historic Azerbaijani town of 
Shusha. The significance of that 
was the fact that Shusha city, a 
historic capital of the Karabakh 
region, had a 92 percent Azerbai-
jani population, while the Shusha 
County (rayon) as a whole was 98 
percent Azerbaijani, according to 
the last Soviet census of 1989.

This military aggression by 
the Armenian army exactly 23 
years ago paved the way to ethnic 
cleansing of the supermajority 
Azerbaijani population from 
their ancestral lands in the entire 
Karabakh region. According to 
the 1989 Soviet census, the entire 
Karabakh region, consisting of a 
dozen counties, had approximately 
580,000 Azerbaijanis living in it 
and 120,000 Armenians.

As the Armenian army occupied 
Shusha, it basically destroyed the 
historic town, which was once the 
centerpiece of a vibrant Azerbaijani 
classical music scene and home to 
the first opera in the Middle East. 
It was renowned for its musicians, 
composers, and singers. Now it is a 

ghost town, a victim of Armenian 
destruction, occupation, and 
systematic ethnic cleansing.

Unfortunately, despite four 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, 
several U.N. General Assembly res-
olutions, and many other official 
documents and resolutions that 
call for “immediate complete and 
unconditional withdrawal of the 
occupying forces” of all Armenian 
military forces from Azerbaijan’s 
territories, the Armenian govern-
ment refuses to comply with them, 
does not withdraw its military, 
and continues to occupy some 
16 percent of de jure Azerbaijani 
territory, including Shusha.

This week, Armenian President 
Serzh Sargsyan, who personally 
took part in the military aggression 
and occupation of Azerbaijan by 
Armenia, was visiting Washington, 
D.C., meeting with U.S. politicians 
and the Washington Post Editorial 
Board. This is part of the dysfunc-
tion of our system, where a thug 
with blood of innocent civilians 
on his hands is freely visiting the 
United Staes, cozying up to influ-
ential inside the Beltway media, 
and continuing to receive U.S. aid 
to the tune of nearly $3 billion 
since 1992, including military aid. 
Not bad for a war criminal who 

was photographed more than once 
rubbing shoulders with presidents 
of Iran and Russia. Meanwhile, 
victims of Armenian aggression and 
occupation, refugees from Shusha 
and other parts of the Karabakh 
region of Azerbaijan, can only look 
at their native lands and houses 
from Google Earth — for 23 years 
and counting.

Agshin Taghiyev

Online comment on 
‘Lane: Religion and 
the GOP’ 

Thomas Jefferson, the man 
who in a letter to Danbury Baptist 
ministers coined the expression 
“separation of church and state,” 
wrote in an April 11, 1823, letter 
to strongly theistic John Adams: 

“The truth is that the greatest 
enemies to the doctrines of Jesus 
are those calling themselves the 
expositors of them, who have 
perverted them for the structure 
of a system of fancy absolutely 
incomprehensible, and without 
any foundation in his genuine 
words. And the day will come 
when the mystical generation of 
Jesus, by the supreme being as his 
father in the womb of a virgin will 

be classed with the fable of the 
generation of Minerva in the brain 
of Jupiter. But we may hope that 
the dawn of reason and freedom 
of thought in these United States 
will do away all this artificial 
scaffolding, and restore to us the 
primitive and genuine doctrines of 
this the most venerated reformer 
of human errors.”

Like Jefferson, years later 
Mahatma Gandhi in an exchange with 
his dear friend Tolstoy expressed like 
antipathy toward those that conspic-
uously parade themselves forward as 
a Christian: “I like your Christ, I do not 
like your Christians. Your Christians are 
so unlike your Christ.”

Regardless of whose why, what 
has Ben Carson or any of these 
“Christians” Republicans done and 
what do they intend to meaning-
fully do beyond talking the game 
of Christianity? The greatest Re-
publican president and likely also 
the nation’s greatest, Abraham 
Lincoln, was so reluctant to ever 
publicly state his own personal 
thoughts on religion that those 
that knew him best could only 
speculate and much of such was in 
shades of disagreement other than 
that Lincoln tried to do his human 
best for his fellow humans.

Sam Osborne
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Patios the rage in 
downtown Iowa City

IMU eases finals stress

Bread Garden Market is continuing the trend of patios at 
downtown Iowa City businesses.

Finals week at the IMU was in full swing today.

By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Of the 74 orange 
chairs located at Bread 
Garden Market, Maria 
Ortega Kummer and 
her husband were the 
only customers outside 
at 2 p.m. on a gray Sun-
day afternoon.

The Iowa City resi-
dents were enjoying a 
Mother’s Day lunch on 
the new outdoor patio, 
which opened May 7 at 
the establishment, 225 
S. Linn St.

Ortega Kummer said 
she often drinks hot tea 
in the glass-enclosed pa-
tio, but because the new 
outdoor patio is open, 
they gave it a shot.

“Most other places 
with patios are along 
the street,” she said. 
“This way, you not on-
ly have the Ped Mall, 
but you don’t have cars 
going by. The exhaust 
fumes and the noise 
[are an annoyance], 
and this is more pedes-
trian traffic.”

Bread Garden floor 
manager Drew Mc-
Laughlin said the 
extension of the pre-
viously glassed-in 
seating area was cre-
ated to showcase a 
four-season area.

He said since the in-
stallation of the fence 
and new tables and 
chairs, the past couple 
of nights have been 
busier than usual.

“Spring is generally 
kind of a boom because 
people are looking for 
anywhere downtown to 
sit outside,” McLaugh-
lin said. “There’s only a 
couple of places down-
town that do have out-
doors patios, so it’s kind 
of a hot commodity.”

Other business-
es with a patio in 
downtown Iowa City 
include Bo-James, 
Micky’s, Formosa, and 
Donnelly’s Pub.

Java House, 211 E. 
Washington St., and 
connecting business 
Heirloom also have an 
outdoor patio.

Java House super-
visor Liz Stam said 
weather changes might 
be one reason the pa-
tio trend is growing in 
downtown Iowa City.

“Since the weather in 
Iowa is so ridiculously 
terrible usually, it’s like 
‘wow it’s so nice outside, 
let’s sit outside,’ ” she 
said. “And Iowa City is 
kind of an artsy town. I 
feel like it’s filled with 
a lot of people who like 
the outdoors, so why 
wouldn’t they want to 
do everything outdoors, 
like drink coffee.”

One other restaurant 
with outdoor seating, 
Bo-James, 118 E. Wash-
ington St., offers a patio 
to its customers.

“If it’s a good spring 
— which we’ve had — 
[patios] are very busy 
and very popular,” own-
er Leah Cohen said.

She said Bo-James 
was one of the first 
businesses to add out-
door seating down-
town. Once the city re-
alized patios could be 
beneficial to the city, 
officials allowed the 
idea to spread.

“Iowa City is so 
unique in the fact that 
its downtown and cam-
pus are together,” Co-
hen said. “A lot of stu-
dents and their housing 
are in walking distance 
to downtown. All those 
factor into the success-

es to our [patios].”
Though the patio was 

expensive to start, she 
said, it has paid off.

Many businesses of-
fering outdoor seating 
go through a cleanup 
process when doors 
close for the night.

Stam said workers 
clean and wipe down 
the tables and chairs. 
Then they stack them 
and lock them up as 
part of end-of-the-
night duties.

However, Stam said, 
the process doesn’t take 
long, and it’s worth it 
for the customers.

“When they walk by 
and see that we have a 
patio, they think, ‘Oh, 
that would be really 
nice to eat outside or 
drink coffee,’ so they 
stop in,” she said.

By EFE AYANRUOH
efeoghene-ayanruoh@uiowa.edu

With the academic 
year coming to an end, 
Finals@IMU is set to 
take place throughout 
this week.

From free coffee 
to therapy dogs, the 
IMU will host several 
events and services to 
ease students from the 
stress of finals.

In gauging students’ 
experience during the 
week, surveys are typ-
ically handed out. This 
determines the changes 
that will be made to the 
future events.

The newest addition 
to Finals@IMU is the 
academic Q&A sessions. 
They will give students 
the opportunity to meet 
with professors and TAs 
from four of the largest 
lecture-based classes — 
math, economics, biolo-
gy, and chemistry.

“I study at the IMU 
almost every day,” UI se-
nior Annalisa Donahey 
said. “My favorite event 
is the free massages. I 
also take as much ad-
vantage as I can of the 
free foods and coffee.”

Donley said she would 
miss the IMU’s services 
upon graduating.

“The free massages 
will be really missed,” 
she said. “It’s going 
to be rough graduat-
ing, but at the same 
time, a lot of the 
study skills learned 
throughout college 
will be helpful in the 
[real world].”

In years past, the 
UI Student Govern-
ment has partnered 
with the Center for 
Student Involvement 
and Leadership in 
organizing Flippin’ 
into Finals — an an-
nual pancake break-
fast to kick off finals 
— but this year will 
be different.

“Flippin’ into Fi-
nals is something 
that we have done 
in the past and that 
we’ll be helping out 
with, but this year, 
we’re not really 

taking over,” UISG 
President-elect Liz 
Millssaid. “Although 
we are funding a cou-
ple events.”

This year, the cen-
ter will be entirely in 
charge of Flippin’ in-
to Finals.

“In years before, 
during the finals week, 
I have gotten some pan-
cakes,” UI sophomore 
Bradley Martin said. “It 
was enjoyable. It’s free 
food. You gotta love it.”

While studying, stu-
dents also have access to 
healthy snacks: The Stu-
dent Health and Well-
ness ninjas will distrib-
ute fruit and granola.

Therapy dogs will be 
available as well other 
activities designed to 
mitigate student stress 
and exhaustion, such 
as free massages and 
abundant coffee.

“My favorite part is 
petting the therapy 
dogs,” UI sophomore 
Emily Scaletta said.

Many seniors have 
noted how valuable Fi-
nals@IMU events have 
been to them.

“As a senior, I will 
miss these events a 
lot especially the free 
food,” UI senior Won-
chul Chung said. “They 

helped me while I stud-
ied for finals, especially 
the tons of carbs we got 
at 1 a.m.”

The patio of Bread Garden Market & Bakery is shown on Sunday. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)

Finals week 
events

Various events will be 
happening at the IMU 
during finals week.
 
• Flippin’ Into Finals, 
6:30-10:30 a.m. today
• Therapy Dogs, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. today-Tuesday
• Healthy Snacks, 2 p.m. 
today-Wednesday
• Free Yoga Class, 9-10 
p.m. today-Wednesday
• Free Coffee, 11 p.m. 
today-Wednesday
• Free Popcorn - May 
10-13 - noon-midnight, 
today-Wednesday
• Academic Q&A ses-
sions, 3-5p.m (Economics 
today, Biology Tuesday, 
Chemistry Wednesday)
• Carbs and Caffeine 
Breakfast, 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday
• Snacks, 10p.m. 
today-Wednesday
• Massages, 8-midnight 
today-Wednesday

Source: UI Events Website

Patios in Iowa City
Some of the businesses in 
Iowa City with outdoor patio 
seating available include:
• Bo-James, 118 E. Wash-
ington
• Micky's, 11 S. Dubuque
• Nodo, 5 S. Dubuque
• Bread Garden Market, 
225 S Linn
• Formosa, 221 E. College
• Share, 210 S. Dubuque
• Donnelly’s, 110 E. College
• Mondo’s Saloon, 112 E. 
College



bies are here, sometimes the parents get a little more worn 
down with the situation, too, and you can just get burned out 
if you keep taking the same patients over and over.”

Jonathan Klein, a UI associate professor and the medical 
director of the neonatal ICU, said he has seen such strong 
bonds form that on rare occasions, there have even been cas-
es in which a patient who has been abandoned by parents 
will end up going home with a health-care professional.

“Because the babies are here for a very long time — I 
mean, occasionally, we’ll have a baby here even as long as 
a year — it’s very intense, because it’s often life and death, 
minute by minute, hour by hour, day by day for a very long 
period of time,” Klein said.

One “float” nurse, who works 
between the neonatal ICU and 
the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, 
still has friendships with families 
whose children are now 8 years old.

 “I mean, they tell you in nurs-
ing school you shouldn’t do that, 
but you know, sometimes it just 
happens,” Tracey Unverzagt 
said. “They get that trust, and it 
makes it easier for them to relax 
and focus on their baby … they 
see that you’re grieving as well, 
and they know that you really do 
care and that you’re not just here 
because you’re making money.”

One thing Klein sees that is dif-
ferent from other neonatology fa-
cilities is the role each member of 
the team — from nurses to fellows 
to nurse practitioners — plays in 
the babies’ care at all times.

“Now you have, rather than 
one mind thinking about 
something, you have hun-
dreds of minds thinking about 
that patient,” Klein said.

Not only is this teamwork 
beneficial for the babies, but 
the nurses also find it crucial.

“We’ve had times where 
we’ve had [bad] runs; we’ve had 
a couple [really sick] babies or 
numerous deaths in a row, and 
you just feel emotionally spent,” 
staff nurse Mandy Karstens 
said. “You rely heavily on your 
coworkers, because they un-
derstand, and they know what 
you’re going through or they’re 
going through it, too.”

• • •

The natal ICU is an intense 
and exhausting place.

“I see something I’ve never 
seen before every day,” Hodgson 
said. “I think someone who’s been 
here 20 years would say that, too 
… nothing can prepare you.”

There are days or even weeks, 
she said, in which it seems every 
baby is sick or the unit is under-
staffed. And sometimes, she said, 
it can be too much.

“It’s long days, it’s difficult 
dealing with families, dealing 
with patients, dealing with doc-
tors, there’s a lot of responsibil-
ity on us,” Hodgson said. “And 
when you work on any inpa-
tient unit, really, you have pa-
tients that are really sick and 
demanding of your time.”

Hodgson was out of work 
for a few months earlier this 
year with an injury. On her 
first day back, she learned one 
of the babies she had taken 
care of in the past had become 
worse and another had died.

Eventually, there comes a 
point where the nurses must 
learn to separate themselves 
from the hardship.

 “Working in this type of 
setting, not that you don’t 
ever have that emotion, 
most nurses are pretty em-
pathetic, but at the same 
time, you have to separate 
yourself from here,” Hodg-
son said. “You have to learn 
how to justify things, be-
cause otherwise, it would 
just tear you apart.”

Loss is something the nurses in the unit have to 
learn to deal with right away.

For Nicole VanDeWalle, a staff nurse who has 
worked in the unit for 10 years, she still remem-

bers the first baby who died during 
her time in Bay 1.

“I think your first is probably 
the one you never forget,” she said. 
“It was during my orientation, and 
it was kind of unexpected. And it’s 
something that you carry forever.”

Loss transcends everything, she says.

It transcends age. It transcends religious beliefs. 
It transcends cultures.

For Hodgson, the struggle comes when a baby 
doesn’t seem to get any better.

“I think it’s more difficult when you have patients who are 
here for a long time and are very sick for a long time, and they 
don’t pass away,” Hodgson said. “It gets difficult ethically, I think, 
to keep going, to keep doing things that seem really futile.”

• • •

A black and orange butterfly is hung outside the room of 
a baby who is being taken off support. But by the time the 
symbol is up, the natal ICU nurses are prepared — they 
have reached that futile stage.

“I know when babies pass away, you get really at-
tached to them, but a lot of the babies who die here; 
it would be different if they were my child,” Hodgson 

said. “But I’m able to look at the situation and see what 
complications were ahead of them and what their lives 
probably would have been like if they had survived.

“And not that they wouldn’t have been loved and 
wouldn’t have been someone’s child, but I can put myself 
on the other side of that and say, ‘Well, if that was me 
lying there, would I want the life that’s ahead of me?’ ”

To make it through days like that, Hodgson said, she has 
had to learn to separate herself from the situation.

“I think I have to constantly remind myself with certain 
patients that it’s not my baby, it’s not my life, it’s not my 
child,” she said. “Usually, when you put it in that perspective, 

it’s easier to kind of take a step 
back and think, ‘Well, you’re 
the nurse, you’re here for 12 
hours; the decision being 
made isn’t going to affect 
my life in the long term.’ ” 

This is why Pat Davis, a 
staff nurse who has worked 
in a natal ICU setting for 25 years, said maintaining the 
right mindset is the most important thing.

“There was a nurse who retired, and when I first came 
here, she said that you have to tell the parents ‘Our job 
here is to save them’; everything else is done [somewhere 
else],” she said. “As long as you have that mindset [that] it’s 
not your choice, your mindset is to save them. If you can 
save them, you save them, if you can’t save them, you keep 
them alive until the parents are ready to let them go.”

Hodgson also tries to maintain this level of separation, 
but sometimes human nature 
makes it impossible to remain 
impartial to what is happening 
around her every day.

“Not that it’s not difficult,” 
she said. “When we have long-
term patients pass away, I see 
families that I’ve taken care 
of their kid … for a long time, 
and I still send cards or go 
visit their graves and stuff on 
anniversaries of their death or 
their birthdays. So it’s not like 
we don’t think about them and 
we don’t miss them.”

But for Hodgson, and, she 
thinks, most nurses, everything 
they go through and everything 
they have to do to cope is worth 
it to save a baby’s life.

 “They’re just so deserving of 
care,” Hodgson said. “They’re so 
innocent, and they’ve never do-
ne anything wrong, so you can’t 
help but take care of them.”

This is a feeling that hits 
hard and strong for the nurses 
who are able to stick with the 
work at the unit.

Hodgson said she thinks most 
people who work there know in 
the first six months that it is the 
right place for them.

 “I don’t think anyone who 
works in the NICU doesn’t 
really want to do it,” she said. 
“Once a NICU nurse, always 
a NICU nurse. It sucks you in 
and keeps you here.”

• • •

Little baby Alexander tee-
ters back and forth between 
the lounge chairs on the sixth 
floor of the Children’s Hospi-
tal. A set of large doors nearby 
swing open leisurely.

Alexander tries to sneak 
in as well but is nabbed up 
by his father.

A few moments later, some-
one else walks by. But this 
time, upon spotting the little 
visitor, the woman exclaims 
in joy and rushes closer.

Alexander wobbles before 
her, a proud 17 months — 
something the woman is over-
joyed to see.

The last time she saw the 
little boy, he was behind 
the doors, in a bed in Bay 
1 of the natal ICU. He was 
born 4 months early, and 
Alexander and his parents, 
Megan and Pete Stopulos 
spent a lot of time around 
the nurses in the unit.

“They were like family,” Pete 
Stopulos said. “These are the 
people we became very famil-
iar with, and then when we 
came back for follow-ups, we 
always made sure they could 
see the results of their work.”

Karstens, who has been a 
staff nurse for 11 years, said 
seeing a baby years later is 
an indescribable feeling.

The care the nurses pro-
vide extends beyond the 
tubes, and diapers, and ti-
ny baby beds — even long 
after the patients finally 
get to go home.

 “Obviously, their role 
was to take care of our baby, but oftentimes, they 
were a hug or a shoulder to cry on … and helping us 
deal with that there isn’t always an answer or a rea-
son,” Megan Stopulos said. “It’s kind of hard for me 
to put into words. They taught us how to take care 
of him, how to do everything for him. We’ll always be 
bonded to the UI and the NICU.”

 “We don’t believe in a self-fulfilling prophecy that 
the baby’s too sick to survive, the baby’s too prema-
ture, too small to live; that’s not our philosophy,” 
Klein said. “The philosophy is that we expect every-
one to do well and everyone to survive.”

Premature births around the world
Worldwide, there are roughly 15 million babies born prematurely each 
year. The ten countries with the most premature births are identi�ed.
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1. India: 3.5 million
2. China: 1.1 million
3. Nigeria: 773,600
4. Pakistan: 748,100
5. Indonesia: 675,700
6. United States: 517,400
7. Bangladesh: 424,100
8. The Philippines: 348,900
9. Democratic Republic of Congo: 341,400
10. Brazil: 279,300

Source: World Health Organization

Staffs nurse in Bay 1 Lauren Hodgson looks over a baby in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of University of Iowa Children’s Hospital on Wednesday, 
April 29, 2015. Hodgson is one of the youngest nurses on staff, but has been working as a nurse for seven years. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

‘ I see something I’ve never seen 
before every day. I think someone 
who’s been here 20 years would say 
that, too … nothing can prepare you. ’ 

LAUREN HODGSON
STAFF NURSE, BAY 1 OF THE NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT

UI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

NICU
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Stages of growth Premature babies vary in weight and length and bodily functions 
depending on how early a woman gives birth into her pregnancy.

• Weight: Just over a pound 
• Length: Roughly 8 inches 
• Eyes are mostly fused 
shut, but they will have 
fully developed eyelashes 
and brows 
• Lower airways are only 
beginning to develop

• Weight: 1.5-2 pounds 
• Length: Roughly 9 
inches 
• Lungs are starting to 
develop, but babies are 
still too young to breathe 
on their own 
• Ears and hearing abilities 
are fully formed

• Weight: 2.5 pounds 
• Length: 16 inches 
• Rapid eye movement is 
possible, retinas are still 
developing, but they can 
make out shapes 
• Start to develop sleep/
wake cycles, including 
periods of REM sleep

• Weight: 3 pounds 
• Length: 17 inches 
• Vital organs are starting 
to develop 
• Brain is starting to 
mature 
• Begin to respond to 
sounds

• Weight: 3.5-4 pounds 
• Length: 18-19 inches 
• Have baby fat 
• Can manage all five 
senses 
• Can maintain body 
temperature on their own 
• Movement becomes 
smoother

• Weight: 4-5 pounds 
• Length: 20 inches 
• Babies are almost fully 
developed 
• Bones are fully formed 
• Respiratory system is 
still forming

• Weight: 5.5-6 pounds 
• Length: 20 inches 
• Have usually reached 
birth height 
• Gaining weight steadily 
• Lungs may not be 
completey developed

Source: About Health, Raising Children websites

Design and graphics by Kristen East



TOP LEFT: A typical room for a baby in the Bay 1 Neonatal Intensive Care Unit is shown on April 29.  TOP RIGHT: Staff nurse in Bay 1 Lauren Hodgson talks to other nurses in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of UI Children’s Hospital on April 
29. CENTER: Hodgson puts on gloves and protective gear before entering a baby’s room in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit on May 5. Hodgson takes care of a baby in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit on May 5. BOTTOM LEFT: Hodgson 
stands over a baby in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of on Jan. 15. BOTTOM RIGHT: A butterfly sticker that represents a baby is being taken off life support is shown in in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit on Jan. 15, 2015. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
A baby’s foot is photographed in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit on May 5. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

Ten hits usually lead 
to at least a handful 
of runs, but on Sunday 
against Minnesota, the 
Hawkeye defense backed 
the pitching staff in one 
the team’s best outings 
of the season.

The pitching staff was 
solid all day, with junior 
starting pitcher Calvin 
Matthews going five in-
nings, striking out 5 on 
68 pitches and allowing 1 
earned run en route to Io-
wa’s 7-1 victory to sweep 
the series.

However, the credit for 
the win can go to the de-
fense, which did not al-
low a Minnesota runner 
to reach third base until 
the fifth inning, when 
the Gophers scored their 
only run.

For Mat-
thews, the 
d e f e n s i v e 
s u p p o r t 
was essen-
tial to pre-
serving the 
win, but 
he said the 
plays they 
made were 
no surprise.

“They’ve been making 
plays all year,” Matthews 
said. “It’s kind of expect-
ed now.”

Senior Nick Day re-
turned to the lineup last 
weekend and made big 
plays Sunday at third, 
stopping a handful of 
ground balls to rob Min-
nesota of extra-base hits.

With runners on the 
corners and one out in 
the sixth, junior Nick Ro-
scetti turned a hard hit 
grounder to the hole that 
would have scored two in-
to an inning-ending 6-4-3 
double play.

The outfield got in on 
the fun, too, with junior 
right fielder Joel Book-
er robbing Minnesota’s 
Micah Coffey of an ex-
tra-base knock with a 
sliding basket catch in 
the top of the third.

Give credit to the de-
fense, but it would be 
unfair to give it all of 
the credit.

It’s unusual to hold a 
team to 1 run while al-
lowing 10 hits, but even 
more so to win with 7 
runs on 7 hits.

It’s a position that’s be-
come familiar to followers 
of HellerBall, the brand 
of offense that focuses 
on putting guys on base 
with walks or singles 
and moving 
them over 
with steals, 
bunts, and 
s a c r i f i c e 
flies. 

“ W h e n 
we’ve got a 
guy on sec-
ond base 
and nobody 
out, we’re 
moving him over,” Day 
said. “We’re doing the 
stuff that doesn’t show 
up in the stat line, but it 
will score you runs and 
win you games.”

What did show up in 
the stat line were the 7 
walks the Hawkeyes drew 
against just 1 strikeout 
and the four pitchers 
Minnesota had to use af-
ter their starter, Dalton 
Sawyer, was chased after 
3.1 innings.

“I couldn’t be more 
pleased with our offense,” 
coach Rick Heller said. 
“We battled all week-
end long at the plate; I 
thought we battled as 
well as have offensively 
all season long.”

Perhaps the best exam-
ple of HellerBall offense 
came during a one-run 
fourth inning in which 
the Hawkeyes scored 
without recording a hit. 
Iowa drew 2 walks, had 
a runner reach on a field-

er’s choice, employed a 
double steal, and then se-
nior Eric Toole hit a sac 
fly to score the runner.

In all, the Hawkeyes 
put together the most 
HellerBall game of base-
ball they’ve played this 
season in the batter’s 
box, and with the de-
fense bolstered by the 
return of Day to the dai-
ly lineup at third base, 
an impressive defensive 
performance as well.

With one weekend se-
ries left in Big Ten play, 
the Hawkeyes are locked 
into at least the No. 2 

seed with a win. Heller 
said he knew his team 
would be in with the games 

as the season wound down.
“We wanted to compete 

for the championship, 

which we have, and we 
wanted to do it till the last 
day,” he said.
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Hawks sweep Gophers

Iowa’s Nick Hibbing pitches during the Iowa-Minnesota game at Banks Field on Sunday. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

The Iowa baseball team played a complete game against 
Minnesota Sunday.

Matthews
junior

Day
senior
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@DI_SPORTS_DESK



• Finals@IMU, Flippin’ Into Finals Pancake Breakfast, 
6:30-10:30 a.m., IMU Main Lounge
• Finals@IMU, Popcorn, noon-11:59 p.m., IMU first floor
• Finals@IMU, Healthy Snacks,  2 p.m. 
• Finals@IMU, Academic Q&A Sessions, 3-5 p.m., 
348 IMU
• Finals@IMU, Therapy Dogs, 6:30-8 p.m., 179 & 181 IMU

• Finals@IMU, Massages, 8-11:59 p.m., IMU first floor
• Vijf Reed Quintet, 8 p.m., University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• Finals@IMU, Yoga, 9-10 p.m., 179 IMU
• Finals@IMU, Snacks, 10 p.m., IMU The Hub
• Finals@IMU, Coffee, 11 p.m., IMU first floor

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Monday, May 11, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t keep your feelings all locked up. As 
long as you extend warmth, compassion, and affection while expressing 
your feelings, you will come out on top. Work to encourage important 
partnerships, and you will strengthen your position. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Find out all you can about everyone and 
everything. The more information you gather, the easier it will be to make 
a good decision. Someone will discourage you from following your own 
path. Do what feels right, not what others want. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Keep your life honest and realistic. Sharing 
personal information will backfire. Focus on self-improvement and keep-
ing a low profile for the time being. A little time spent on yourself instead 
of everyone around you will pay off. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Get fit. Do whatever it takes to improve your 
health, and encourage a new routine that is geared toward looking and 
feeling your best. You can’t put a price on good health. Love is on the rise, 
but so is temptation. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Be careful as you move forward. Not everyone 
you work with will be on your side. Arguments will spin out of control if 
you are too gullible or sensitive. Focus on positive change and stabilizing 
your position. Don’t spend unnecessarily. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep in mind that what you say might be 
used against you. Strategy coupled with physical work will help you 
reach the winners’ circle. Haste makes waste, so take your time, and do 
things right the first time. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t meddle in other people’s affairs or let 
anyone interfere in your life. Stick to your agenda, and don’t count on 
others to help. Use your skills, knowledge, and insight to guide you to the 
finish line.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t worry about what everyone else is 
doing. Follow a creative idea to completion, and try to get what you want 
without getting into an argument. Incentives plus diplomacy will help 
you dismiss outside interference. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Enjoy what you have worked so hard 
to accumulate, but don’t trust an outsider with your cash, possessions, or 
personal information. Talk over any improvements you want to make with 
a partner and work as a team to bring about positive changes at home.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Accept the inevitable, but don’t give in 
to anyone with a bad idea. Focus on physical activities that will help you 
blow off steam and put things in perspective. You can make positive 
changes to your surroundings, but don’t go over budget. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Say little to friends, relatives, and neigh-
bors. Do your own thing, and refuse to get involved in any joint ventures. 
Take time to research a project you want to pursue. Knowledge is the key 
to becoming successful. Prepare to make positive changes.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Get rid of any negativity in your life. You 
are best to focus on who you are and the personal changes you want to 
make. It’s up to you to move forward and leave the past behind you.

Things My Wife 
Says to Our Cats 

That I Also Say to 
My Wife:

• “Just because I’M eating 
string cheese doesn’t mean 

YOU have to eat string 
cheese.”

• “You know, it’s really hard 
to type with you sitting on my 

lap.”
• “I think I’m clean enough 
without you grooming me, 

thanks.”
• “Next time you vomit on 

the floor, you’re cleaning it up 
yourself.”

• “Awww, you have the cutest 
whiskers.”

• “You’re sweet, but holy hell, 
your breath stinks.”

• “You … might need a bath.”
• “STOP EATING THAT.”

• “You’ve been sleeping a lot 
lately. Are you sick or dying or 

something?”
• “I love how soft and furry 

you are.”
• “How is your hair is all over 

my clothes?”
• “How can you be SO ador-
able when you’re asleep and 
SO obnoxious when you’re 

awake?”
• “Stop trying to eat all the 

chocolate.”
• “Ow ow ow. Nails.”

• “Did you pee in the bed 
again!?”

• “When I catch you, I’m rub-
bing your nose in this.”

• “Get off my face.”
• “Why — how did you get 

wet?”
• “Ouch. No biting.”

• “Thank all the gods you 
can’t possibly get pregnant.”

Andrew R. Juhl wishes Lindsey 
happy birthday. 

The day will happen whether or not you get up.
— John Ciardi



conditioning coach, posted a 
video of Scherff hang-clean-
ing 443 pounds three times 
in Iowa’s weight room.

That’s, in a word, ludi-
crous. Scherff did some-
thing not a lot of others 
can do, and once the video 
went viral, all eyes were on 
Scherff to see if that weight-
room strength carried onto 
the field.

It did.
While Scherff was beat 

by a defensive lineman or 
linebacker a few times in 
different games, his dom-
ination far outweighed 
his mistakes. During the 

course of the season, it was 
commonplace to see Scherff 
drive a lineman or lineback-
er far up the field in the 
running game or be a brick 
wall in pass protection.

To further explain 
Scherff’s toughness, look no 
further than the week of 
the Iowa-Iowa State game 
in Kinnick. Scherff injured 
his knee the week before 
against Ball State and had a 
procedure done on Tuesday. 
He played — and played 
fairly well — that Saturday 
against the Cyclones.

As the play around him 
throughout the year was 
only enough to win seven 
games, Scherff ultimately 
couldn’t do enough to help 
the Hawkeyes end the 
year in the good graces of 

Iowa fans.
That doesn’t diminish the 

accomplishments Scherff 
amassed during his five 
years as a member of Iowa’s 
football program.

He has moved onto 
greener pastures in the 
NFL. He’s the latest prod-
uct of the offensive-line 
factory that is the Hawkeye 
program, and after leaving 
such a decorated legacy be-
hind him; it’d be a shame for 
him not to win this award.

We’re all lucky to have 
witnessed such an in-
credible career and senior 
season. There may be an-
other Scherff in the next 
few years, but that doesn’t 
make one of the best left 
tackles in program history 
is any less special.

Aaron White

In all likelihood, Bran-
don Scherff will have a 
better professional career 
than Aaron White. That’s 
far from a knock on White 
but rather a general state 
of confidence that a 6-5, 
319-pound Paul Bunyan 
look-alike of a man might 
find success in the NFL. 

Despite this, my vote for 
Male Athlete of the Year 
goes to White. 

It’s hard to make the case 
for White without repeat-
ing what has already been 
said. He’s perhaps the most 
important, talented, influ-
ential basketball player at 
Iowa since Chris Street or 
Roy Marble. He holds or is 
near the top of nearly every 
career statistical record at 
Iowa. And he helped turn 
a program around that was 
stuck in the figurative mo-
lasses state known as the 
Todd Lickliter era. 

It’s probably unfair, but 
Scherff is hurt — at least in 
my eyes — by the fact that 
producing NFL talent is re-
ally nothing new for Iowa 
football. White is helped by 

the opposite being true for 
the basketball program.

Counting this year’s 
class, Iowa football will 
boast something around 30 
former Hawkeyes on NFL 
rosters. Iowa basketball has 
just two players continuing 
their careers in the NBA, 
Reggie Evans and Devyn 
Marble, who are separated 
by nearly 12 years. White 
will likely become the third.  

Scherff was a continu-
ation of the Iowa football 
machine, which spits out a 
first-round NFL lineman 
seemingly every year or 
two. White and what he 
helped build at Iowa could 
be the start of something 
new for the basketball pro-
gram, which is enough in 
my book to be Male Athlete 
of the Year. 

— Jacob Sheyko

Carson Schaake
Finishing on top for the 

Iowa men’s golf team, soph-
omore Carson Schaake 
finished tied for first place 
at the Big Ten Champion-
ships, which should have 
been enough to earn him 

the title for Male Athlete of 
the Year.  

Winning a tournament 
for any athlete is an accom-
plishment in its self, but 
winning the entire Big Ten 
Championship tournament 
is monumental.  

Schaake shot a season 
and lifetime best of 65 in 
the first round of the tour-
nament followed by 70, 76, 
and 73 to finish the tourna-
ment tied for first with Nick 
Hardy from Illinois.  

The first-place tie also 
was a great achievement 
for Schaake because he 
tied with a player from Il-
linois, which has been the 
dominant team all season 
and placed in first this year 
at the Big Ten Champion-
ships, beating second-place 
Iowa by 32 strokes.  

On top of tying a player 
from a school that is argu-
ably the best team in the 
Big Ten, Schaake came out 
on top against a total of a 
total of 70 golfers. Rarely 
does a single athlete beat 
so many other players in a 
single event.  

Schaake’s low total 
of 284 also helped Iowa 

advance to the regional 
NCAAs.   

Schaake has been con-
sistent for the Hawkeyes 
all season shooting at or 
below par for 16 rounds, 
placing top 20 for eight 
rounds, and placing top 10 
for four rounds.  

If Schaake can keep up 
his consistency, he will 
only get better in the next 
two years as a Hawkeye — 

Schaake will have a good 
chance to lead the team to 
a Big Ten championship.

— Rod Engblom

very real chance of hitting 
40 wins for the first time 
since 1981.

But even Heller will 
be the first to admit that 
without the horses, the 
Hawkeyes likely never get 
out of the starting gate.

“What I see, even more 
than the talent is the way 
they all hold players ac-
countable and their atti-
tude in the locker room,” 
Heller said. “Without 
that, we probably don’t 
get very far.”

A play-by-play recap 
from Sunday’s victory 
over the Gophers read 
like so many others 
this season. 

Senior Eric Toole led 
off with a four-pitch walk 

that became the eventual 
first run of the game after 
the Council Bluffs native 
advanced to third on a 
steal and hit-and-run.

Fellow senior and 
team cap-
tain Jake 
M a n g l e r 
c r u s h e d 
a one-out 
d o u b l e 
that drove 
in a pair 
of runs 
one inning 
later. Nick 
H i b b i n g 
picked up the four-inning 
save in his last home ap-
pearance as a Hawkeye.

“Two-out hitting is 
something we talk about 
a lot, and I was able to get 
the big hit and extend the 
lead there,” Mangler said. 
“Right now, we’re doing 
our best to play our best 

baseball, so to get the 
sweep today and go into 
Rutgers on a positive was 
huge for us.”

And though the duo 
finished just a combined 
1-for-5, they accounted for 
4 of Iowa’s 7 RBIs. 

“Things came quick-
ly this year,” Toole said. 
“Senior year, and I knew 
it was going to come fast, 
but I didn’t think it’d go 
this fast. The sweep on 
senior weekend is nice 
to have.”

Volumes more can and 
probably should be writ-
ten about the contribu-
tions of Iowa’s seniors, 
both this season and over 
the course of their Hawk-
eye careers. 

But for those players 
and the rest of their team-
mates, it’s still way too 
early for retrospect. 

With its final series of 

the season under than 
a week away, Iowa has 
the opportunity to send 
its seniors off on a 
higher note than even 
the victory Sunday: a 
Big Ten championship.  

“In the past, Senior Day 
was usually just all the 
seniors played because 
we weren’t going to make 
the Big Ten Tournament,” 
Toole said. “Now, we still 
have a ton of baseball left 
to play, which is a really 
cool feeling.”

shortstop also is now the 
leader at Iowa in career 
batting average (.410), 
and she was named to the 
all-tournament team.

“To end my career on 
a note like this — it’s in-
credible,” Blank said. “I 
couldn’t have done any of 
it without my teammates 
and coaches.”

Redshirt sophomore 
pitcher Shayla Starken-
burg was also named to 
the all-tournament team. 
She pitched full games in 
all three contests for Iowa, 
racked up 13 strikeouts and 
finished with a 4.00 ERA.

Her best work came 
against Minnesota, when 
she allowed just 2 hits, no 
runs, 4 hits, and 2 walks.

“I think that the biggest 

thing that was working to-
day was keeping the ball 
down low and letting my 
defense work,” Starkenburg 
said after 
the May 
8 game 
a g a i n s t 
Minneso-
ta. “That’s 
what I did 
today.”

Starken-
b u r g 
struggled 
a g a i n s t 
N e b r a s -
ka a day later, giving up 9 
earned runs and 6 walks as 
Iowa’s run fizzled out.

The Hawkeyes finish the 
season 19-40; they will lose 
only their shortstop from 
this year’s squad, but the 
beloved Blank will not be 
easy to replace.

Redshirt sophomore 
Sammi Gyerman is the 
most likely candidate 

and finished the season 
with a .326 batting av-
erage. Freshman Allie 
Wood flashed power this 
season, though the pair 
combined to go 3-for-17 
during the tournament.

Junior catcher Holly Hoff-
man was effective during 
the tournament, going 2-for-
4 with an RBI in the finale 
with the Cornhuskers.

“This whole weekend has 
been awesome,” she said. 
“We didn’t want to lose in 
the first round because Me-
gan deserved more than 
that, and the team worked 
hard. There was no moment 
that we felt that we were 
going to lose the game.

“It was just really import-
ant to send off Megan on a 
good note.”

Follow @JordyHan-
sen for news, updates, and 
analysis about the Iowa 
softball team.
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BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 12

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 12

SCHERFF
CONTINUED FROM 12

Who should have been Male Athlete of the Year?

Iowa forward Aaron White rebounds his own shot against Gonzaga at KeyArena on March 22 in Seattle. White finished the game with 
19 points, 3 steals, and 1 rebound. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Two DI staffers debate who should have won the DI’s Male Athlete of the Year over Brandon Scherff.

Heller
head coach

Blank
senior

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW
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By RYAN RODRIGUEZ
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

They were there since the beginning.
From the dark days under head 

coach Jack Dahm through the pro-
gram’s eventual resurgence under 
current skipper Rick Heller, Iowa’s 
senior class has been a constant, a 
steady hand on a team that’s seen its 

share of peaks and valleys. 
On Sunday, that senior corps 

supported the Hawkeyes once 
more, turning in an inspired per-
formance en route to a 7-1 victory 
on Senior Day. 

“With the way those guys came out 
and played today, I don’t think you 
can think of a better script or a bet-
ter ending,” head coach Rick Heller 

said. “It doesn’t always happen that 
way, though. I’ve been a part of a lot 
of good teams where this day doesn’t 
go so well because of all the emotion.”

Heller deserves all the credit in the 
world for turning Iowa’s ship around. 
In just two seasons, he’s taken them 
from a 20-win team to one that now has a 

Hawkeye seniors shine

Iowa second baseman Jake Mangler tosses the ball during the Iowa-Minnesota game at Banks Field on Sunday. The Hawkeyes swept the Gophers this past weekend with a win 
on Sunday, 7-1. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Softball’s 
tourney 
run ends
By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

Coming into the postseason off a 
victory against Northwestern in the 
regular-season finale, Iowa head coach 
Marla Looper felt the win would give 
the team momentum as it headed into 
the tournament.

Turns out, she 
was right.

A come-from-behind 
5-3 victory against No. 
7 seed Rutgers on May 
7 was followed by a 2-0 
pitchers’ dual win over 
No. 2 seed Minnesota 
(which had outscored 
Iowa 25-0 in the reg-
ular-season series) a 
day later.

However, Iowa’s run ended in the 
semifinals with a 9-6 loss to No. 3 seed 
Nebraska. The Hawkeyes put up 3 runs 
in the fifth inning to pull within 3, but 
the comeback attempt fell short as they 
failed to score in the final two innings.

“It’s hard to end the way we did — it’s 
over, for the year, for us,” Looper said. 
“They continued to fight and claw and 
scrap until the end, and that’s what 
we’ve been known for this year.”

The Hawkeyes’ run was in part keyed 
by senior shortstop Megan Blank, who 
batted .545 during the three tourna-
ment games. She totaled six hits — 
three doubles, a triple, and two singles 
— with just 1 strikeout.

The four-time first-team All-Big Ten 
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MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR: 
BRANDON SCHERFF

By DANNY PAYNE  |  daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

There’s no denying Brandon Scherff’s talent on the foot-
ball field. A guy doesn’t earn the Outland Trophy, become a 
consensus All-American, or get selected No. 5 overall in the 
NFL draft without having the ability to maul defenders at 
any given moment.

Say what you want about Iowa’s lackluster performance 

on the football field, but the truth is the truth — in 2014, no 
male athlete in Iowa’s Athletics Department had a better 
showing than Scherff, which is why the Washington draft 
pick is the DI’s Male Athlete of the Year for the 2014-15 
school year.

To better appreciate exactly what Scherff did, it helps to 
take a look back at the whirlwind he’s been through since 
deciding to stick around Iowa City following his junior sea-

son. The Denison native could have cashed in with the NFL, 
but he decided to put pro ball on hold for a year and instead 
play his final season for the Hawkeyes.

While that story stayed relatively local, the hype around 
Scherff burst onto the national scene just in time for Big 
Ten media days in July. Chris Doyle, Iowa’s strength and 

SEE BASEBALL, 10

Iowa offensive lineman Brandon Scherff engages with fans after the game against Pitt at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh on Sept. 20, 2014. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

Looper
head coach

SEE SCHERFF, 10

SEE SOFTBALL, 10

YEAR-END AWARDS

BIG TEN TOURNAMENT
BASEBALL IOWA 7, MINNESOTA 1
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