
By JORDAN HANSEN  | jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu    

At first glance, Christian Ballard looks out 
of place in the cramped art classroom. 
He stands 6-4 with an athletic build, but 

right now, he’s hunched over an easel, working on 
a painting.

It’s for a class, and he is working on several por-
traits using forced perspective. The idea is to give 
the figures he draws more dimension and change 
the way someone else sees the human body.

However, forced perspective serves a double pur-
pose in his life. While he’s creating these images, 
starting a comic-book company, and going to school 
at the University of Kansas to pursue a degree in 
visual-arts drawing and painting, he is trying to 
change how people see him.

“I’m a creative individual,” he says. “I have my 
own voice, my own ideas.”

Ballard doesn’t want to be defined as the former 
four-star recruit or the standout Iowa defensive 
lineman — not completely, at least. He sure as hell 
doesn’t want to be seen as the Minnesota Viking 
who walked away from a potentially great profes-
sional career.

No, he’s a long, long way from being in any of 
those places. The way he describes it:

“I’m an artist in a football player’s body.”

• • • 

To understand who Christian Ballard is now, it 
helps to step back and see how he got here.

Born on Newport News military base in Virgin-
ia, his parents — Casey and Denise — were in the 
Air Force. They, along with Christian and young-
er brother Casey Jr., moved to inner-city Atlanta 
when he was 2 years old. 

“My Mom and Dad, they spent a lot of time get-
ting us into places that were safer than whatever 
we were in,” Ballard said. “We were in inner-city 
Georgia, roaches running around, gang members 
outside — it wasn’t pretty.”

The family later moved to Marietta, a suburb of 
Atlanta. There, he said, his mother started going to 
church and brought Christian and his older broth-
er along with her.

“When she started going to that church, she 
started to really put things in perspective,” Ballard 
said. “She really tried to be humble and always told 
me that God is going to do great things, and He has 
a mission for you.”

By BRENT GRIFFITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Through thinly veiled barbs and homey, populist ap-
peals, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee declared his 
presidential ambitions on Tuesday.

Striking at themes that recall his 2008 campaign in 
Iowa, Huckabee formally entered the 2016 fray.

“Folks, it’s a long way from a little brick rented house 
on Second Street in Hope, Arkansas, to the White House,” 
he said in his hometown of just over 10,000 people. “… I 
was raised to believe where a person started didn’t mean 
that is where he had to stop. I always believed that kid 
could go from Hope to higher ground.”

Those last five words, also the title of one of his books, 
served as the constant refrain throughout the 30-minute 
speech. 

Huckabee, who served 11 years as governor, also took 
a few shots at his fellow Republicans in the field. He pro-
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Huckabee homes in again
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Former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee waves to supporters on Tuesday in Hope, Arkansas, after announc-
ing that he will run for the Republican presidential nomination. Huckabee pitched himself Tuesday as 
the best GOP candidate to take on Democratic favorite Hillary Clinton. (Associated Press/Danny Johnston)SEE HUCKABEE, 3

2016 IOWA CAUCUSES City 
moves on 
jail time
By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City Council has 
moved forward on a proposed ordi-
nance that would mean city prosecu-
tors would not press for jail time as a 
punishment for simple misdemean-
ors with no set fine, with the excep-
tion of indecent exposure.

The proposed ordinance comes af-
ter the Iowa Supreme Court ruled in 
State v. Young that the state Constitu-
tion requires court-appointed counsel 
for defendants in simple misdemean-
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UI sophomore Jessica Gannon tours the Old Capitol Museum on Tuesday. The museum shows artifacts from the building when it was the Capitol of Iowa. (The 
Daily Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)

WALKING THROUGH HISTORY

By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

By July 1, the Iowa 
City Community Health 
Center might be no 
more. 

Instead, if everything 
goes according to plan, it 
will merge and become a 
part of the Abbe Center 
for Community Mental 
Health in Cedar Rapids.

L a s t 
week, the 
Board of Di-
rectors for 
the Commu-
nity Men-
tal Health 
Center for 
Mid -East -
ern Iowa of 
Iowa City 
voted to merge with Abbe 
Center.

“The Iowa City and 
Cedar Rapids corri-
dor are not becom-
ing distinct entities 
anymore,” said Ste-
phen Trefz, execu-
tive director of the 
Iowa City Commu-
nity Health Center. 
“What we’re seeing 
is by joining there 
could be one agency 
to serve people in both 
those areas.”

Trefz said the costless 
merger is expected to 
save both organizations 
money in the short term, 
as it will consolidate re-
sources, increase effi-
ciency, and cut down on 
duplication of services.

Abbe currently serves 
a little less than 10,000 
people a year and the Io-

wa City center currently 
serves around 3,000.

After the merger is 
completed, Trefz said cus-
tomers will hopefully not 
see any changes to ser-
vices or physical location.

While immediate ser-
vices aren’t expected 
to be impacted, Cin-
dy Kaestner, executive 
director of Abbe Cen-
ter, said in the future 
they’re hoping expand 
to a larger area.

“We’re hoping by com-
bining our resources, 
we’ll be able to develop 
more community-based 
services,” she said.

Both directors said 
while the current shift 
in state Medicaid is a 
factor in their service, 

it’s not the reason for 
the merger. 

Currently the way 

health care is delivered 
in the state is undergo-
ing a significant trans-
formation.

In a plan to stop what 
many call the unsus-
tainable growth of Med-
icaid in Iowa, Gov. Terry 
Branstad announced a 
plan in February to hire 
private businesses to 
manage the program.

“Medicaid has been 

growing in this state 
at three times the rate 
of the rest of state gov-
ernment,” Rep. David 
Heaton, R-Mount Pleas-
ant said. “It’s a Pacman, 
literally eating away the 
resources of our budget.”

Legislators howev-
er, many of 
them Dem-
ocrats, dis-
agree that 
p r i v a t i z a -
tion is the 
solution to 
the issue.

“I think 
it’s a disas-
ter, I don’t 
think turn-
ing this over 
to private companies is a 
good idea,” Sen. Joe Bolk-
com, D-Iowa City, said. “I 
don’t think it’s going to 
save money, and I think 

it’s going to result in peo-
ple not getting services 
they need — people with 
mental health issues, se-
niors, children.”

According to state 
data, Iowa spends $1.9 
billion each year provid-
ing Medicaid services to 
560,000 people.

Rather than the shift 
in Medicaid then, Trefz 
said the reason behind 

the merger has been a 
larger overall merging 
of services statewide.

“In Iowa, what we’re 
seeing in the larger 
healthcare landscape 
is organizations joining 
together,” Trefz said. 
“Hospitals buying pri-

vate practices and 
really forming an or-
ganization that can 
really integrate care 
from hospitalization 
to outpatient care, and 
that’s what’s really 
driving this.”

Rather than having 
a series of separate 
and private doctors, 
hospitals, and care fa-
cilities, Trefz said, one 

integrated unit could 
provide much better 
care for patients.

“Let’s have that all be 
one larger organization 

that can share in-
formation, share 
resources to pro-
vide better care to 
an individual,” he 
said.

The merger has 
not been finalized, 
as Abbe’s Board of 
Directors will not 
vote on it until the 

middle of this month. 
Abbe Inc., the parent 
company, will vote on 
the matter in June.

As the merger pro-
ceeds, Kaestner said all 
employees that current-
ly work at both mental 
health-care facilities 
will be retained. How-
ever, she said there will 
be organizational re-
structuring.

The potential merger of two local health-care facilities will not affect services.

Health-care units may merge

Iowa man accused of 
assault

Authorities have accused an Iowa 
City man of assaulting a person. 

Dominic Fosco, 20, was charged 
with willful injury causing bodily 
injury on April 19. 

According to online court 
documents, Fosco was outside DCs bar 
talking to a person when the person 
placed his hand on Fosco’s shoulder. 

Fosco responded by punching the 
person in the face three times. 

The person did not attempt to fight 
back and was unable to defend himself 
after being punched the third time. 

Fosco then lifted the person and 
threw him over a railing. As a result, 
the person fell 5 feet to the concrete 
below. 

The person had both eyes bruised, a 
swollen nose, and stitches above both 
eyes. He was unable to stand until 
someone came and helped him. 

Willful injury causing bodily injury 
is a Class-D felony.

— by Alyssa Guzman

AIB athletics end
Athletics at AIB are no more.
The Des Moines business college, 

which is due to close June 2016, 
recently finished out its 2015 athletics 
season. The institution will not have a 

sports program during its final school 
year.  

AIB had 14 varsity sports and 
hundreds of athletes participating in 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics competition.

The University of Iowa plans to take 
over AIB and covert it into a regional 
regents center. Under the proposal, 
which still requires state Board of 
Regents’ approval, the UI would own 
and operate the campus and offer 
space to other institutions interesting 
in offering courses.

Officials have indicated athletics 
facilities could be used for club and 
intramural sports.

Last week, AIB announced its Bill 
Reichardt Clothes Closet would stop 
accepting donations May 8. The service, 
which will operate until further notice, 
affords AIB students business attire for 
interviews, fairs, and jobs for free.

 AIB enrollment has dropped by nearly 
a quarter in 2015. 

— by Chris Higgins

UISG City Council liaison 
approved

The Iowa City City Council accepted 
a motion approving the appointment 
of Nicole Neal as the City Council liaison 
from the University of Iowa Student 
Government. 

The appointment will last until May 
1, 2016. 

City staff compensation 
plan approved

The City Council has approved a 
resolution providing compensation for 
various city staff. 

The city manager’s salary will stay at 
$173,409, with the addition of five days 
of vacation and five additional days of 
personal leave. 

The city attorney’s salary remains 
at $139,068 plus five additional days of 
vacation. 

The city clerk will receive a 2 percent 
raise to $109,720.

Windsor West 
improvement plan 
moves forward

The City Council has declared several 
public improvements for Windsor West 
completed and open to the public. 

Improvements to the storm sewer, wa-
ter main, sidewalk, and trails are included. 
City engineer Jason Havel recommended 
the improvements for council’s approval. 

Public hearing set for 
Chauncey site

The City Council has set a public hear-
ing for May 19 on an ordinance rezoning 

approximately 27,200 square feet 
of property on the intersection of 
Gilbert and College Streets. 

The location is the site of the 
proposed Chauncey Tower.

At its April 16 meeting — with 
a vote of 3-3 — the Iowa City 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
failed to recommend approval 
of the rezoning. Approval of the 
rezoning would allow the develop-
ment of a mixed-use building up 
to 15 stories in height. 

Public hearing set 
for recreation area 
agreement

The City Council has set a public 
hearing for May 19 on a two-year 
concession agreement with camp-
ing store Fin and Feather for Terry 
Trueblood Recreation area. 

The current three-year agree-
ment allows Fin and Feather to 
provide rental recreational equip-
ment and food services at the area 
and expires Aug. 31. Fin & Feather 
requested an additional two-year 
agreement on the same terms. 

Because the total terms of both 
agreements exceed 3 years, state 
law requires a public hearing. 

— by Bill Cooney
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‘The Iowa City and Cedar Rapids corridor are not becoming 
distinct entities anymore. What we’re seeing is by joining there 

could be one agency to serve people in both those areas. ’ 
— Stephen Trefz, executive director of the Iowa City Community Health Center 

 



ors if the penalty includes 
jail. Councilors passed 
the first consideration.

In Young, the defendant 
contended a third-degree 
theft conviction — which 
was used to bolster a lat-
er theft conviction — was 
unconstitutional because 
she was not represented by 
counsel when she pleaded 
guilty and faced the possi-
bility of imprisonment.

City staff members sug-
gested the ordinance be-
cause they did not believe 
misdemean-
ors except 
for indecent 
e x p o s u r e 
r e q u i r e d 
c o u r t - a p -
p o i n t e d 
c o u n s e l , 
City Attor-
ney Eleanor 
Dilkes said.

“City staff 
felt it was just unnecessary 
to require court appointed 
counsel for these simple 

misdemeanors because 
we almost never ask for 
jail time,” Dilkes said. “I 
believe there’s only been 
one time in the last 20 
years we have asked for 
jail time, and that was in a 
case of indecent exposure.”

Jail time will be kept 
as an option in inde-
cent-exposure cases in 
the best interest of the 
public, she said. 

Councilor Kingsley 
Botchway said that the 
ordinance is a step in the 
right direction. 

“I think that anytime 

we can keep people from 
going to jail, we’re doing 
a good job,” he said. “But 
[jail time 
for a mis-
demeanor] 
is rarely 
asked for, 
so it’s hard 
to say how 
much of a 
step it real-
ly is.” 

D i l k e s 
said simple 
misdemeanors affected by 
the ordinance include dis-
orderly house, disorderly 

conduct, and certain au-
to-accident situations. 

Misdemeanors such as 
PAULA, open container, 
and presence in a bar after 
hours are not included be-
cause they have a set fine. 

Simple misdemeanors 
are the only type of crime 
handled by the city. Either 
the county or the state, 
Dilkes said, handles any-
thing more serious de-
pending on the gravity of 
the crime.

Mayor Matt Hayek praised 
city staff members for their 
hard work on the matter. 

“Staff has done a great 
job staying on top of the 
court’s decision and react-
ing appropriately,” Hayek 
said. “I think the decision 
to keep jail time available 
for indecent exposure is in 
the best public interest.” 

Tuesday’s vote is only 
the first consideration 
on the issue. The coun-
cil will vote on the or-
dinance two more times 
before it is adopted. 

It is unknown at this 
time if passing the ordi-
nance will save the city 
any money, Dilkes said.

claimed — without men-
tioning anyone by name 
— that candidates such as 
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, and 
Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, 
should resign before seek-
ing the presidency.

“If you live off the gov-
ernment payroll and you 
want to run for [an] office 
other than the one you’ve 
been elected to, then at 
least have the integrity 
and decency to resign the 
one that you don’t want 
anymore,” Huckabee said.

As an ordained Baptist 
minister, faith has served 
as the backdrop for a num-
ber of Huckabee’s over-
tures and was brought up a 
number of times through-
out his announcement.

Huckabee is far from 

the first candidate to point 
to his faith. 

Cara Burnidge, who 
studies the history of these 
appeals, said in Hucka-
bee’s case, they were a 
key part in his ability to 
connect with Iowans eight 
years ago.

“Iowans could related to 
him as a moral candidate,” 
said Burnidge, assistant 
professor of religion at the 
University of Northern 
Iowa. “Right now, I’m in-
terested to see how Iowa 
voters react in 2016 and if 
they still relate to him like 
they did in 2008.”

While this cycle he is 
officially neutral, Brett 
Barker experienced a sim-
ilar connection.

After meeting Huckabee 
at an event in Coralville, 
he was moved to start 
Hawkeyes for Huckabee 
before the 2008 Republi-
can caucuses. 

Despite former Mas-

sachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s labors, Io-
wans went searching for 
someone else. Barker 
found this messenger 
in Huckabee’s “populist 
and folksy” appeals and 
down-to-earth image.

“He comes across as just 
being a regular middle 
class type of the guy,” the 
now Story County GOP 
chairman said. “You can 
see him as someone who 
is your next-door neighbor 
versus someone living in a 
New York penthouse.”

Years after his cau-
cus-night surprise, the 
love still lingers for the 
former Fox News host.

While polling experts 
say that surveys this 
far out thrive more on 
name-recognition than 
true feelings, one theme 
is abundantly clear for 
Huckabee: Iowa Republi-
cans still adore him.

In the two most recent 

polls, the man who elect-
ed to forgo a 2012 run was 
at or near the top when 
respondents were asked 
which hopeful he or she 
had the most favorable 
opinion of out of the field.

The wide name recogni-
tion comes at a price ac-
cording to those who study 
Iowa politics. The former 
radio and Fox News host 
will not have the typical 
novelty afforded to those 
trekking around the state 
for the first time.

“The argument for Re-
publicans is going to have 
to be based on change,” 
Kedron Bardwell, an as-
sociate professor of polit-
ical science at Simpson 
College in Indianola said 
before the announcement. 
“Republicans are looking 
for a fresh face.” 

While differing in de-
tails, Huckabee has heard 
this message before. 

As many of those inter-

viewed indicated, Romney 
wildly outspent him and 
was favored — especially 
in the national media — to 
win Iowa on Jan. 3, 2008. 

But Iowans had dif-
ferent plans.

Just days after the New 
Year, Huckabee carried 74 
counties en route to a first-
place finish.

“The groundswell of 
support for Gov. Hucka-
bee was one of the most 
impressive things I’ve 
seen,” Barker said. “The 
Straw Poll showed that 
he had legs behind him. 
We continued to see the 
crowds get larger and 
larger as we got closer to 
the caucuses.”
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Former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee holds grandson Chandler as wife Janet holds 
granddaughter Scarlett on Tuesday in Hope, Ark. Huckabee announced that he is run-
ning for the Republican presidential nomination. (Associated Press/Danny Johnston)
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In an interview with the 
New York Times on May 2, 
Ann Ravel, the chairwom-
an of the Federal Election 
Commission, bluntly stat-
ed, “People think the FEC 
is dysfunctional. It’s worse 
than dysfunctional.” 

Ravel’s comments about 
her own agency are wor-
risome but not all that 
surprising when you take 
a look at the even split of 
Democrats and Repub-
licans who make up the 
agency. The six-person 
commission, which, ac-
cording to its website, is 
tasked with “administer-
ing and enforcing federal 
campaign-finance laws,” 
is unsurprisingly unable 
to come to agreement on a 
lot of issues. Without one 
person voting across party 
lines, an agreement can’t 
be reached, and if an agree-
ment can’t be reached, then 
the commission is stuck in 
a negotiating limbo where 
nothing gets done. 

A deadlock in the FEC is 
especially troubling given 
the 2010 Supreme Court 
ruling that allows entities 
such as corporations and 
businesses to graciously 
contribute money to the 
campaigns of their favor-
ite politicians. Regardless 
of how you feel about that 
ruling, the commission 
that is made to handle 
the infractions that could 
arise because of it is essen-
tially unable to act should 
those infractions occur. So, 
what’s at stake? 

Estimates for the 2016 
election of the amount of 
spending during increas-
ingly privately funded 
campaigns have ranged 
from $10 billion by the New 
York Times to $5 billion by 
The Hill, two amounts that 
really are not that unfath-
omable considering the 
massive contributions that 
individuals such as the 

Koch brothers and Frank 
Giustra have given to the 
candidates that they sup-
port. One of the results of 
the increasing amount of 
money we see go into cam-
paigning is that it creates 
space for corruption. What 
is the difference between a 
political contribution and 
one simply paying a fee for 
the promise of a law being 
created, for example? 

Once upon a time, ef-
fective presidential cam-
paigns were based on 
ideas, specific ideas that 
worked to benefit the coun-
try as a whole and make 
America the best possible 
place to live. Before the 
advent of such things as 
radio, TV, and the Inter-
net, politicians relied on 
print-media outlets and 
touring the country to en-
dorse those messages to 
millions of people. Now, 
with campaign funds that 
are backed by what seems 
to be an infinite influx of 
money from who knows 
where, how can one be sure 
that an idea represented 
by a campaign endorse-
ment, say, a commercial, 
is actually the idea of the 
candidate and not one of 
the donors that is expect-
ing to be rewarded for a 
generous contribution?

Money, or, should I say, 
capital (because you can 
donate a jet as easily as you 
can donate a dollar) has 
therefore diluted a major 
part of our political process 
— how we determine who 
to vote for. Now, much like 
most other things in the 
world, running for office 
does require some money. 
After all, there are expenses 
that need to be covered such 
as travel, paying staffers, 
buying space for campaign 
offices, etc., but the fact 
that the 2016 presidential 
campaigns are predicted to 
spend roughly equivalent to 
the revenue that the NFL 
generated last year should 
tell us something about the 
excessive amount of money 
that is often a pre-requi-
site for running for office. 
Furthermore, if the FEC 
is unable as an agency to 
address this issue, it raises 
the question: Why does it 
exist at all?

In current day Denver, 
a cashier at any one of 
the many dispensaries 
will gladly (and legally) 
send you on your way 
with a warm, friendly 
smile and seven grams 
of marijuana. If you’re a 
resident of the state, not 
only can you buy up to an 
ounce of the stuff, but you 
can also grow it yourself. 
Colorado is now allowing 
businesses there to verti-
cally integrate the grow-
ing, processing, and retail 
sales of marijuana, the 
Nixon-dubbed “War on 
Drugs” seems to be all but 
lost in a cloud of smoke – 
a purple haze even.

But what about all the 
people who were convict-
ed of doing the same as 
our friends in Colorado? 
I’m not talking about 
the Pablo Escobars of 
the world who smuggled 
loads of highly addictive 
cocaine into the United 
States from Colombia 

with a massive Learjet, 
or the Breaking Bad 
Walter Whites who prey 
on addicts with crystal 
meth contrived with tox-
ic household items.

No, the people who 
need to be granted re-
demption are those who 
are currently incarcer-
ated by laws that don’t 
even exist anymore. For-
mer prisoners of the War 
on Drugs who distrib-
uted or used marijuana 
should be freed. 

While your personal 
stance on whether or not 
it should be federally de-
criminalized or even le-
galized is ultimately up 
to you, it still makes a 
lot of sense to grant am-
nesty to people convicted 
of past crimes related to 
marijuana use in places 
where it is now taxed 
and regulated (Colorado, 
Washington, Alaska, and 
the District of Colum-
bia). Not only is it the 
right thing to do ethical-
ly, but it’s also the prac-
tical thing.

Prisons are severely 
overcrowded and the 
War on Drugs is much 
to blame. More than half 
of all prison inmates in 
the United States are 
locked up for drug relat-
ed offenses, marijuana 

being the most common. 
Bigger prison facilities 
have to be built to con-
tain these past offend-
ers, and even worse, in 
many cases they aren’t 
built; dangerous over-
crowding has led to poor 
sanitary conditions and 
puts correctional offi-
cers at risk by increas-
ing the stress of the in-
mates. It makes sense to 
implement a reform.

If the three aforemen-
tioned states and the 
capital of the United 
States are any indication 
to where future marijua-
na legislation is headed, 
all signs are pointing to 
a major repair in feder-
al marijuana legislation. 
When this does happen, 
what are we going to tell 
the incarcerated after 
they see the headlines? 
Tough break, you should 
have waited until the 
year 2020 to start deal-
ing pot. 

The injustice that per-
meates the criminal-jus-
tice system is well doc-
umented. To correct the 
injustice, to right the 
wrong, it begins with 
granting amnesty. How 
this will be executed 
will be tricky. There is 
a plethora of people all 
across the United States 

who would be affected 
by a pardon such as this. 
Each one will have a dif-
ferent set of legal convic-
tions and circumstances. 
Perhaps her or his past 
marijuana use was a vi-
olation of probation for 
a previous, unrelated 
crime they had commit-
ted. Some have been 
serving for more than 20 
years because of their re-
peated marijuana offens-
es. How could we even 
begin to compensate 
former prisoners who’ve 
served precious years 
of their life because of a 
crime that’s no longer a 
crime anymore?

The repair logically 
can begin in places like 
Colorado. As the rest of 
the nation has watched 
curiously to see how the 
Rocky Mountain state 
would fare after passing 
progressive marijua-
na legislation, it makes 
sense to also use the 
state as a launching pad 
for refining and prepar-
ing marijuana amnesty 
programs. 

To prepare the coun-
try for inevitable federal 
overhaul, Colorado could 
lead the way in not only 
marijuana production—
but also for crucial crimi-
nal-justice reform. 

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Legal reefer madness

On Tuesday, President Obama announced the 
creation of “My Brother’s Keeper Alliance.” 
The nonprofit is a spinoff of a previous White 

House initiative put in place to increase opportunities 
available for young minority men. 

Several well-known companies, including Ameri-
can Express and Pepsi, have committed $80 million 
to the project.

Obama has spoken frequently, recently, about the re-
sidual effect of institutional racism in the United States. 
On the “Late Show with David Letterman,” Obama said 
Jim Crow laws, slavery, and discrimination have had 
lingering effects that have fueled the riots we see today. 
Moreover, he said, these problematic aspects of U.S. his-
tory have been a major contributing factor in the disad-
vantages facing many minorities.

To that end, defining Obama’s presidency in one 
word is an easy task: irony. How can it be that the first 
black presidency in this country has been headlined 
by racial unrest the likes of which have not been seen 
since the ’60s?

Most students go through middle school and high 
school under the impression that race riots and question-
able civil rights in this country are a thing of the past. 
From Baltimore to St. Louis to Oakland, and every major 
city and small town in between, American history books 
retell the horrifying stories of slavery, the civil-rights 
movement, and the plethora of other questionable race 
relations in the history of the United States.

It appears, however, that these history books are miss-
ing a very important chapter in this story — the present. 

It’s nearly impossible to watch a news program with-
out hearing about protests or riots caused by poor race 
relations — most recently, of course, in Baltimore.

But the rioting and protesting has not been contained 
to the cities in which these instances have occurred. In-

dividuals across the country have taken to speaking up 
against institutions they believe have oppressed minori-
ties for decades. This includes protests in Iowa City.

Iowa City and other college towns across the country 
have become popular locations for “Black Lives Matter” 
and other anti-discriminatory campaigns. Why, though, 
is there so much anger in cities that don’t appear to reach 
the national scale for stories of discrimination?

As more and more instances occur, it is clear that in 
the entire country, not simply in isolated communities, 
discrimination is a big issue and it affects everyone.

Johnson County is not a stranger to a disproportionate 
percentage of arrests when comparing white juvenile ar-
rests to those of African Americans and Latinos.

According to the latest data (from 2011) released 
by the Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning Depart-
ment of Iowa, 303 of 8,273 white juveniles in John-
son County were arrested in 2011. Conversely, 217 of 
1,063 African American juveniles and 72 of 677 Latino 
juveniles were arrested.

The claim cannot be made that ethnicity was the only 
factor in these arrests; however, the obvious variance in 
percentages among the three is striking. Moreover, that 
the latest data available come from 2011 is equally as 
shocking. The county has made strides to address this 
issue, however. The Johnson County Board of Supervi-
sors has approved the submission of a $150,000 grant to 
study disproportionate minority contact in the county, 
and it has budgeted $30,000 for the purpose of conduct-
ing the same study if it does not receive it. 

There is very little arguing that the United States 
still has a race problem. And it is entirely possible that 
these issues arise not from police departments but from 
the American history of institutional racism. Something 
must be done to prevent America from stumbling 50 
years back into its own frightening past.

A tipping point on racial discriminationThe ‘worse-than-
dysfunctional’ FEC

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Don’t delay on bullying 
legislation

It is hard to believe, but bipar-
tisan efforts to get serious about 
bullying are stalled in the Iowa 
Legislature.

When will Iowans finally say we 
won’t take this anymore?  When 
will we agree we will do anything 
and everything to try to help 
children in our schools?

Some people say there were 
always bullies and there will 
always be bullies. That attitude is 
mistaken.  Here’s how things have 
changed, making life for bullied 
children worse than ever.

There wasn’t always Facebook.  
There wasn’t always Twitter, 
Instagram, and all the other social- 
media channels.  These are 24-hour 
places that our children have access 
to and with which parents have 
little contact and no control.

When you and I were bullied 
as kids, we went home and maybe 
went to our rooms to pout.  Maybe 
we’d skip dinner, saying we didn’t 
feel well. Today, kids that are 

bullied can’t even find relief in their 
own rooms.  Thanks to social media, 
the hurtful lies and attacks that 
torture them day in and day out at 
school follow them home.

That’s why the Iowa Senate vot-
ed 45 to 7 for a strong anti-bully-
ing bill that will make a difference. 
Gov. Branstad likes it and says he 
will sign it. 

Unfortunately, the leaders of 
the Iowa House don’t want to help.  
They refuse to debate legislation 
that will reduce the number of 
Iowa kids choosing suicide to get 
away from today’s unescapable 
bullying. 

There are probably 75 votes in 
the House who would support this 
bipartisan anti-bullying bill, but a 
handful of representatives have de-
cided: “No, we don’t debate it.  We’ll 
talk about it next year, maybe.”

And Iowans will bury more of 
our children.

Well, it’s not good enough 
for me, and it shouldn’t be good 
enough for you. There is plenty of 
time to resolve any disagreements 
with this legislation, but you can’t 

solve a disagreement if you don’t sit 
down and talk about it.

I’m asking Iowans to urge the 
men and women who represent 
them in the Iowa House to demand 
a vote on the anti-bullying bill. 

Bullying can be a life or death 
issue.  This spring, Iowa should help 
our children who need help.

—state Sen. Tony Bisignano

Climate change 
shouldn’t be a political 
debate

As I was growing up, my par-
ents tried to make me aware about 
the environment and climate 
change. They weren’t always direct 
about it, but they made sure that 
I knew to recycle what I could 
and turn off the lights when I 
wasn’t in the room. We would also 
plant trees, flowers, and bushes 
in our yard. Last year, I took an 
environmental science class, which 
opened my eyes even more about 
climate change.

With the caucuses coming 
up, it is important that we think 

about the environment and what 
its future will be if climate change 
continues at its current rate. Most 
of the climate change is coming 
from humans, but there are ways 
that we can reduce our impacts on 
the climate. For example, if we use 
more renewable energy sources, we 
will be able to cut down on a lot of 
our pollution. I’m getting involved 
in NextGen Climate at Iowa because 
I want to help make people aware 
that we can still do things to slow 
climate change, and prevent even 
bigger changes from happening.

Climate change has become a 
political debate, when in reality 
it shouldn’t be. Scientists say that 
climate change is happening. 
So why are there people in our 
government, who aren’t scientists, 
denying that climate change is an 
issue?  As the caucuses approach, 
we should be asking the candidates 
for their opinions on climate 
change and make that a factor for 
who we will vote for. We only have 
one planet, and we need to take 
care of it.

—Allison Nemecek

Chris Clegg
chris-clegg@uiowa.edu
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By QUENTIN MISIAG 
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

“You bring them out, 
man.” 

That’s all newly 
minted Republican 
candidate Ben Carson, 
who built a national 
following as a wealthy 
neurosurgeon and con-
servative book author, 
had to say about Rep. 
Rod Blum, R-Iowa, on 
Tuesday. 

That brief compli-
ment, made in front of 
nearly 250 Iowa Re-
publican donors and 
supporters at the Ce-
dar Rapids Marriott, 
firmly describes Blum’s 
still-early re-election 
bid for the state’s 1st 
Congressional District. 

In the 2014 mid-
terms, he bested Dem-
ocratic former Rep. Pat 
Murphy, D-Dubuque, 
with a little more than 
51 percent of the vote 
that ended up being the 
closest of the state’s five 
congressional races. 

Blum has built a po-
litical profile as a man 
who can lure both po-
tential and declared 
Republican presiden-
tial aspirants and one 
whose liberty-focused 
attitude has attracted 
the attention of such 
national groups as 
Young Americans for 
Liberty. 

In 2014, New Jer-
sey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie and former Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry were 
among Blum’s political 
surrogates. Newly an-
nounced presidential 
candidates Sen. Marco 
Rubio, Carly Fiorina, 
and Sen. Rand Paul 

have also campaigned 
for him in the state. 

To date, Blum has 
secured two meet-and-
greets with two rising 
GOP stars during this 
cycle: Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker in March 
and April and Carson 
on Tuesday. 

After his brief ad-
dress Tuesday, where 
he took only a few min-
utes to shake hands 
and meet with district 
constituents, several 
Dubuque-area sup-
porters, one of which 
invited him to her 
son’s graduation, ap-
proached Blum. 

Those gatherings 
give him both critical 
time in front of the 
camera by national 
media and serve as a 
friendly reminder to 
Iowa-based reporters 
who ramp up expand-
ed coverage of the 2016 
Iowa caucuses, ten-
tatively set for Feb. 1 
next year. 

Blum, who recently 
opened a third cam-
paign office in Cedar 
Rapids, stepped on-

to the Oversight & 
Government Reform 
Committee as well as 
the Budget Committee 
upon being sworn in 
in January. 

While the 1st Dis-
trict — which includes 
Cedar Rapids, Water-
loo, Cedar Falls, and 
Dubuque — tends to 
vote Democratic, it also 
has a strong indepen-
dent and no-party vot-
er presence, according 
to Iowa Secretary of 
State Office records. 

While he is the only 
Republican currently 
seeking the 1st Dis-
trict seat, he faces a 
multitude of Demo-
cratic opponents.  

In recent months, 
Democrats such as se-
rial entrepreneur and 
hotel leader Ravi Pa-
tel, Cedar Rapids City 
Councilor and former 
l ieutenant-governor 
candidate Monica Ver-
non, and former “Sat-
urday Night Live” 
actor Gary Krueger 
have launched exten-
sive campaigns to snag 
Blum’s seat.

By QUENTIN MISIAG 
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

CEDAR RAPIDS — Io-
wans may not have seen 
much of retired doctor 
turned conservative au-
thor Ben Carson in 2014 
or the beginning of 2015. 

But in what shaped 
up to be one of his first 
retail politics pit stops 
since formally declar-
ing a 2016 White House 
bid on Monday, close to 
250 people Tuesday wit-
nessed a bolder Carson 
in Cedar Rapids. 

“People have fallen 
asleep at the wheel,” the 
63-year-old former neu-
rosurgeon said in front of 
a crowd made up mostly 
elderly GOP donors and 
supporters inside the Ce-
dar Rapids Marriott. 

“… We have to stop 
listening to the pundits 
and to the leaders of the 
political class, those par-
ties who think they know 
what’s best, because they 
are the ones who have 
landed us in this situ-
ation,” Carson said to 
cheers and applause at 
the meet-and-greet with 
Rep. Rod Blum, R-Iowa, 
who in turn, commended 
Carson for not being a 
major politician. 

While dropping 
hints of his more than 
20-year medical back-
ground to those present 
who knew less about 
his political ambitions, 
Carson’s nearly 30-min-
ute speech also exposed 

Iowans to his views on 
national education, gov-
ernment accountability, 
and military actions. 

In a number of polls, 
Carson sits in the middle 
of the GOP pack, ahead 
of former Pennsylvania 
Sen. Rick Santorum and 
former Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry, both of whom have 
previously run White 
House bids. At this year’s 
Conservative Political Ac-
tion Conference, he came 
in fourth in the event’s 
straw poll.

In what shaped up to 
be his third Iowa drop-
in (he stopped by Des 
Moines’ Smokey Row cof-
feehouse and the State 
Capitol earlier Tuesday), 
Carson was also met with 
a few muted periods from 
the audience. 

Terry and Diane Mill-
er of Hiawatha said the 
“down to Earth” Carson is 
full of wisdom and stands 
out from his fellow GOP 
leaders in that he simply 
encourages, but does not 

force Christianity down 
the throats of Americans. 

“He can speak to the 
average person,” Terry 
Miller said. “Young peo-
ple and old, al we want is 
truth. If you bring truth 
in your life, you’re going 
to be fine.” 

Jacob Bryan, also of Hi-
awatha, bombarded Car-
son after he walked out of 
the hotel with flash video 
and berated him based on 
a number of his stances. 

While Bryan said Car-
son should do fine in the 
2016 race, his support for 
keeping the Education 
Department will hurt his 
support among right-wing 
conservatives. 

Carson, the only Afri-
can-American who has 
announced a candidacy in 
either major party, is ex-
pected to hold a meet-and-
greet today at St. Ambrose 
University in Davenport.

“I am still looking for-
ward to retirement; I just 
might have to delay it a 
little bit,” he said. 

Carson stumps in CR Blum gathers his forces

Ben Carson listens to Rod Blum speak at a rally in Cedar Rapids on Tuesday. 
Carson announced that he will run for president Monday in his hometown 
of Detroit. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

Rep. Rod Blum, R-Iowa, introduces Ben Carson at a rally for Carson in 
Cedar Rapids on Tuesday. Carson is running for the GOP presidential nom-
ination. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

2016 IOWA CAUCUSES U.S. CONGRESS

During a visit to Cedar Rapids Tuesday, former neurosurgeon 
Ben Carson blasted the two-term Obama administration and 
Democrat Hillary Clinton, but he also distanced himself from 
some of his expected party opponents.
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Democrats to 
debate

Iowa will host one of six pri-
mary debates sanctioned by the 
Democratic National Committee, 
officials announced Tuesday.

The debates between Dem-
ocratic presidential candidates 
will take place beginning this 
fall, and early states such as New 
Hampshire, 
Nevada, and 
South Caroli-
na will each 
host a debate 
in addition to 
Iowa.’

“We’ve 
always 
believed 
that we 
would have 
a competitive primary process 
and that debates would be an 
important part of that process,” 

DNC Chairwoman and Florida 
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
said in a release. “Our debate 
schedule will not only give Dem-
ocratic voters 
numerous 
opportunities 
to size up the 
candidates 
for the nom-
ination side-
by-side, it 
will give all 
Americans 
a chance to 
see a unified 
Democratic 
vision of economic opportunity 
and progress — no matter who 
our nominee may be.”

At present, the Democratic 
field only has two contenders: 
former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, and Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders. Clinton announced 
her run last month after much 

anticipation. Sanders announced 
his last week, adding that he 
will seek the Democratic Party’s 
nomination despite serving in 
Congress as an independent.

More Democrats — including 
the likes of former Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley and former 
Virginia Sen. Jim Webb — are 
expected to make their decisions 
within the next month.

The Republican National Com-
mittee came forward with its 
own plan for the debate season 
earlier this year.

The RNC sanctioned nine 
debates between August and 
March 1, 2016. Iowa will be host 
to a debate televised by Fox 
News in January 2016, less than 
a month before the Iowa caucus-
es are expected to take place.

“It is exciting that Repub-
licans will have such a large 
bench of candidates to choose 
from, and the sanctioned debate 

process ensures voters will have 
a chance to gain a chance to 
hear from them,” RNC Chairman 
Reince Priebus said when the 
schedule was released. “The 
American people are tired of 
President Obama’s policies, 
and I am confident the debate 
process will enable candidates 
to communicate their ideas and 
ultimately help us elect a Repub-
lican president in 2016 to get our 
country back on track.”

As of  this  writ ing,  s ix 
Republicans have announced 
their  intentions to run for 
president,  with three of  those 
announcements happening 
this  week:  Texas Sen.  Ted Cruz, 
Kentucky Sen.  Rand Paul,  Flor-
ida Sen.  Marco Rubio,  former 
Hewlett  Packard CEO Carly  Fio -
r ina,  ret ired neurosurgeon Ben 
Carson,  and former Arkansas 
Gov.  Mike Huckabee.

— by Kristen East

Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by 
a private donor and will appear weekly in print this semester. 
The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze, and re-
port on topics, trends, and personalities that shape politics in 
Iowa and the United States, and to recognize the importance 
of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content. 
 
Email dailyiowanepi@gmail.com with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

In 2013, the Gang of Eight — a group of eight Dem-
ocratic and Republican senators — drafted a bill in 
hopes of comprehensive immigration reform. 

During that time, Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, not a member of 
the Gang of Eight who is now running for president, introduced 
amendments to the bill on border security, expanding green-
card opportunities, preventing undocumented immigrants from 
receiving welfare, and, of course, increasing H-1B visas.

Cruz’s proposed amendments failed, and the Gang of 
Eight bill died after being approved by the Senate and 
shut down by the House.

When discussing immigration reform, both Republicans and 
Democrats are quick to say that there needs to be more high-
skilled worker visas — or H-1B. But the truth is, experts said, 
that is just a temporary fix for a larger immigration problem.

“There’s an understandable temptation for elected officials to try 
to find the path of least resistance,” said Peter Skerry, a nonresi-
dent senior fellow with the Brookings Institute and professor of 
political science at Boston College. “Illegal immigration is obviously 
the hot button here, and what to do about the 11 million of the 
undocumented in our midst. Meanwhile, there are well-organized 
interests in high-tech Silicon Valley folks, not exclusively, pressing 
really hard for H-1B, and elected officials can respond to them and 
look as though they are doing something about immigration.”

Hundreds of thousands of applications are filed by com-
panies across the nation begging for immigrant workers 
to fill jobs, which are competitive, coveted, and well paid.

Those requests are filed 
through the H-1B visa pro-
gram, which is a non-im-
migrant visa that allows 
foreign workers to work tem-
porarily in specialty occu-
pations — such as software 
development, computer pro-
grams, the arts, and even 
fashion modeling. It can cost 
a company $5,000 to $10,000 
for each visa request.

Only 65,000 visas, how-
ever, can be issued through 
the program per fiscal year, 
and another 20,000 visas 
can also be issued to foreign 
nationals who hold a mas-
ter’s or higher degree from 
United States. For just the 
fourth quarter of fiscal 2014, 
approximately 455,000 com-
panies nationwide became 
H-1B certified.

The topic isn’t a new 
one, however, especially 
for this election cycle’s 
presidential candidates.

This year, Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., has sponsored a bill, 
I-Squared, that calls for autho-
rizing more visas for well-edu-

cated immigrants to come, live, and work in the United States.
Through the H-1B program, visa applicants must have 

a bachelor’s degree or higher. There are H-1B visas that 
can also be issued to international students pursuing 
bachelor’s degrees in the United States. 

Democratic presidential-nomination candidate Hil-
lary Clinton has proclaimed that, she too, supports in-
creasing the number of specialty worker visas.

But candidates have focused more on the cap rather than fix-
ing the nation’s immigration problem as a whole, which is not 
allowing more qualified foreign workers into the country but 
streamlining a process for people immigrating to the country.

Mike McGraw, a special-projects reporter with the Hale Cen-
ter for Journalism who has also worked for NPR on stories spe-
cializing in Midwestern agriculture and agribusiness and spe-
cializes in government accountability, said there are numerous 
governmental agencies involved with the program — the Labor 
Department, Homeland Security Department, and the State 
Department — that don’t communicate with each other.

“They don’t talk to each other, don’t listen to each other,” 
McGraw said. “So when the program breaks down, they form 
an interagency working group. I’ve seen so many come and 
go, because they’ll fix it, and then it will fall apart again.”

Because of the lack of communication, there is an in-
crease of chances of employer abuse, McGraw said.

Before companies can apply to become H-1B certified, 
they must prove that the businesses tried to fill the po-
sition with an American worker. 

Miguel Keberlein Gutiérrez, the supervisory attorney 

for the 
Illinois 
Migrant 
Legal As-
s i s t a n c e 
P r o j e c t , 
said there 
are com-
panies that 
are certified 
as dependent, 
which means 15 per-
cent of their employees 
are H-1B certified.

Regulation isn’t the 
main issue, though. The 
educational system is also 
being ignored when talking 
about these specific visas.

Skerry said looking for 
more high-tech-oriented work-
ers is a short-term fix.

“Look at our grad schools, look 
who’s studying the hard sciences, 
it’s not young Americans,” he said. 
“It looks like we have a dearth of peo-
ple here at home that we’re not really 
educating all as well.”

And some political activists agree.
Stephen Viramontes — a manag-

ing-member of Contigo Strategy, a 
political consulting firm dedicated to 
helping Republican candidates in Lati-
no communities— said he has had trou-
ble finding qualified workers in the past.

“I’m a tech entrepreneur, and we cannot 
find enough individuals who are citizens in the 
United States who are being educated in our 
current education system to be able to take the 
engineering jobs that are required in our rapid 
tech-growing environment,” he said. 

Tech and STEM-related jobs, which Vira-
montes said there are about 300,000 positions 
available, aren’t being filled because not enough 
Americans are being educated in those fields.

In addition, Viramontes said, students who 
do come through H-1B visas graduate, reap-
ply for the visas, and do not get them.

For the fourth quarter of fiscal 2014 at the 
University of Iowa, there were 264 visa appli-
cations. In Iowa, there were 6,204 applications. 

“The work ethic doesn’t exist as much as it 
did for us several generations ago, but for these 
immigrants that work ethic and that drive to 
live the American dream is alive in them,” Vi-
ramontes said. “And I believe this generation 
takes advantage of their current circumstanc-
es and knows that their dream will always be 
there because they are American.”

Maria Cardona — a Democratic strate-
gist, principal at the Dewey Square Group, 
and founder of Latinovations, the Latino 
Strategies Practice of Dewey Square Group 
— said there are implications on the econo-
my if the cap for H-1B visas is not increased.

For months at a time, there are unfilled high-
tech positions, Cardona said, and that without 
them filled, the country cannot maintain and grow 
its competitiveness in terms of technology.

“What’s happening is that international com-
panies and international students are passing us 
by because our immigration system is inadequate 
to be able to get the brightest and the best students 
and workers internationally,” Viramontes said.

THE VISA DIALOGUE
The H-1B visa has been considered a success and can even lead to citizenship, but touting an increase in the 
number of recipients as part of immigration reform may not be the answer for 2016 presidential candidates.

By REBECCA MORIN | rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

STEPHEN VIRAMONTES
MANAGING MEMBER, CONTIGO STRATEGY

‘The work ethic doesn’t exist as much as it did 
for us several generations ago, but for these 
immigrants, that work ethic and that drive to 

live the American dream is alive in them.’

The H1-B visa is part of a 
non-immigrant program that 
allows foreign workers to work 
temporarily in the United States 
in speciality occupations.

264

6,204

H1-B VISA

More than 6,200 applications have 
been received for businesses to 
employ foreign workers in Iowa.

The University of Iowa has filed more 
than 260 applications for H-1B visas.

Wasserman Schultz
DNC  chairwoman

Priebus
RNC chairman
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By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City 
Council debated possible 
environmental effects of 
a new clinic during a 
hearing on rezoning for 
its property location. 

The proposed clinic 
would be located at the 
intersection of Dubuque 
Road and Highway 1 and 
would contain roughly 
60 examination rooms 
and around 180 parking 
spaces. The clinic will be 
the future home of Iowa 
City Pediatric Associ-
ates, currently located 
at 605 E. Jefferson St.

While discussing 
whether to forgo third 

consideration on the 
rezoning, City Coun-
cilor Jim Throgmorton 
brought up issues previ-
ously raised at the last 
City Council meeting, 
including sustainability 
c o n c e r n s 
c o m i n g 
from the 
c l i n i c ’ s 
parking.

“I think 
the amount 
of parking 
is exces-
sive for a 
b u i l d i n g 
this size,” 
said Throg-
morton, a UI professor 
emeritus of urban plan-
ning. “I don’t believe any 

other comparable clinics 
in the area have this 
amount of parking.”

Iowa City Develop-
ment Services coordi-
nator John Yapp said 
the amount of proposed 
parking at the clinic had 
gone through several 
changes since the plans 
were first submitted.

“The applicant ini-
tially requested more 
parking spaces, but we 
felt that it wasn’t need-
ed,” Yapp said. “If it is 
determined that more 
spaces are needed in 
the future, the option is 
there to add them.”

More parking would 
be needed if custom-
ers are experiencing 

long waits at the clin-
ic, Yapp said.

The amount of park-
ing currently being 
discussed may actual-
ly be insufficient, said 
Councilor Rick Dobyns, 
a physician. 

“This isn’t a new start-
up. These guys are the 
longest established pe-
diatricians in the city,” 
he said. “They’re going 
to be busy; if anything, 
their parking needs have 
been underestimated.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Susan 
Mims said that parking 
was most likely the rea-
son for the clinic’s loca-
tion in the first place. 

“The challenge is 
there’s only so much 

land in downtown and 
definitely not enough 
parking,” she said. 
“ T h e r e ’ s 
only so 
many loca-
tions that 
you have 
e n o u g h 
space to 
put some-
thing like 
this — in 
addition to 
the park-
ing its going to need.”

Mayor Matt Hayek 
said that the environ-
mental effects would be 
minimal and suggested 
the Council make a deci-
sion on the issue.  

“Where this clinic is 

going, there is already 
an existing structure,” he 
said. “There is access to 
city infrastructure like 
water and gas lines, and 
it’s on a bus line. I don’t 
see any opposition from 
the community on this 
and Planning and Zoning 
has given us a very thor-
ough report.” 

After the discussion, 
councilors voted 5-1 with 
Throgmorton dissenting, 
and City Councilor Ter-
ry Dickens abstaining.

The council then vot-
ed 6-0 in favor of the 
rezoning with Dickens 
abstaining. Dickens did 
not vote because he lives 
within 500 feet of the 
proposed clinic.

Council mulls proposed clinic’s impact

Mims 
councilor

Throgmorton 
councilor

FOLLOW US  ON TWITTER @THEDAILYIOWAN
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By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa.edu

CEDAR RAPIDS — 
Slightly more than 400 
attendees from across 
the United States and 
the world, represent-
ing 22 countries, roared 
with applause as former 
Vice President Al Gore 
entered for a training 
presentation reminis-
cent of his documentary, 
An Inconvenient Truth.

He stood under starry 
green lights represent-
ing his Climate Change 
Reality Project at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in 
Cedar Rapids behind a 
podium displaying the 
state of Iowa hugged by 
a green ring.

“The most ignored 
benefit of undertaking 
this historic mission of 
solving the climate cri-
sis is that we will have 
organized principle and 
a goal worthy of human-
ity’s best efforts, where 
we can mobilize to make 
this a better place to live 
with higher quality lives, 
and less hunger, and less 
disease, and less extreme 
poverty, and less politics, 
and a brighter future,” 
Gore said. 

The project, 
started by 
Gore, encour-
ages citizens 
to gather and 
promote a 
clean-energy 
future by promoting re-
newable resources and 
electing politicians that 
agree. Attendees spend 
three days learning 
about climate change 
and how to be active in 
communities.

Though the issue will 
be a topic of heavy dis-
cussion for the 2016 
presidential election, the 
event itself was nonpar-
tisan. The rhetoric sim-
ply promoted discussion.

Gore pleaded for a 
sense of unity, referring 
to the Wright Brothers, 
who spent their early 
lives in Cedar Rapids, 
as a remembrance of 
what can be accom-
plished when people are 
inspired and motivated. 

“When we have a goal 
that is worthy of our 
best efforts, then we get 

lift as well as momen-
tum, and we, too, can 
take flight,” Gore said. 

Mario Molina, the 
head of the Climate 
Change Reality Train-
ing Leadership Pro-
gram, said he would 
refrain from endorsing 
any candidate, but he 
wants to encourage vot-
ers to press all candi-
dates on issues pertain-
ing to climate change. 

“It is important for 
any candidate run-
ning for office to ac-
knowledge that climate 
change is real, climate 
change is manmade, 

[climate change] is ur-
gent to solve, and that 
we have the technology 
and economic systems 
to solve it,” he said.

Molina also said he 
prioritizes this issue 
above other topics of de-
bate because it is bene-
ficial for both the earth 
and its economies.

Organizers said the 
group chose Iowa for 
this event because the 
state is a nationwide 
leader on renewable fu-
els — specifically wind 
energy — and because 
Iowa is a major player 
in the 2016 election. 

“We want to make 
sure the people of Io-
wa are prepared to 
bring climate change 
to the forefront of the 
conversation as candi-
dates come here,” he 

said. “[Also] to find out 
what [the candidates’] 
stances are on climate 
change and make sure 
they call them to talk on 
the tough questions.” 

Attendee Kate Morand, 
a retired educational ad-
ministrator from Madi-
son, Wisconsin, said she 
wouldn’t consider voting 
for any candidate who 
denies the science of cli-
mate change. She favors 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., as a leader for the 
movement. 

“I can’t think of any 
bigger issue than climate 
change,” Morand said. 

“If we can fix 
it and change 
things, every-
thing will fall 
into place.” 

Zack Da-
vis, a field 

director of NextGen Cli-
mate, a 501(c)(4) group 
that promotes candi-
dates taking action on 
climate change, said his 
main focus in attending 
and what he saw as the 
greatest benefit was the 
introduction of climate 
change into the Iowa 
caucuses’ narrative. 

“We see this as the 
definitive issue of our 
generation,” Davis said. 
“When we talk to the 
next generation of Io-
wans, we see support 
for wind and solar, clean 
energy for the future,” 
he said. “People rec-
ognize the health out-
comes and know that 
means stronger econ-
omy for Iowa pushing 
forward and will lead to 
better health for them 
now and in the future.”

Gore, in Iowa, boosts 
climate activism

On Tuesday in Cedar Rapids, former Vice President Al Gore addresses climate 
change. Gore founded the Climate Reality Project in July 2011 to better educate 
the public about the science and solutions of climate change. (The Daily Iowan/
McCall Radavich)

‘We see [climate change] as a definitive issue of 
our generation.’

— Zack Davis, field director of NextGen Climate

ENVIRONMENT

FOLLOW US @THEDAILYIOWAN
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Iowa legislative session drags on and on
Legislators anticipate at least another few weeks of the legislative session; some are looking at June.

By ALEKSANDRA VUJICIC
aleksandra-vujicic@uiowa.edu 

Beginning this week, 
state lawmakers will have 
to bring their own lunch 
money to work. 

May 1 was the last day 
legislators working at the 
State Capitol received a 
daily taxpayer-funded sti-
pend for their food and 
living expenses. Although 
state law does not require 
this to be the final fall of the 
gavel this session, it might 
be a sign that lawmak-
ers will seek compromises 
sooner rather than later. 

It still remains unclear 
how much longer the Cap-
itol chambers will be occu-
pied, with some legislators 
hoping for a speedy few 
weeks and other anticipat-
ing a session into the month 
of June. But one thing 
seems to be clear for several 
lawmakers: Education fund-
ing is the logjam holding up 
the session. 

Sen. Tony Bisignano, 
D-Des Moines, said the Leg-
islature ultimately has until 
July 1 or else the govern-
ment shuts down. 

Bisignano said he 
doesn’t know why House 
Republicans would be in 
any different state of mind 
in terms of how they feel 
about funding K-12 educa-
tion and human services. 

“I don’t see what’s going 
to change 
in the next 
week or 
two,” he said. 
“Hopefully, 
it does, and 
they see the 
light to the 
fact that we 
have to fund 
education at 
a decent level so it doesn’t 
deteriorate further.”

House Republicans have 
no signs of budging from 
their 1.25 percent increase 
for K-12 supplemental 
aid for fiscal 2016, which 
equals roughly $100 mil-
lion in additional funding 
for public-school budgets. 
And Senate Democrats 
went down from their origi-
nal 4 percent boost for K-12 
schools to 2.625 percent, 
hoping for a compromise. 

Bisignano noted that once 
an allowable growth rate 

is decided for K-12 supple-
mental aid, money would 
start to flow in other areas. 
The issue is that each cham-
ber is operating at different 
education-funding levels. 

Rep. Chris Hall, D-Sioux 
City, said procedurally, 
lawmakers are doing the 
work it takes to put re-
maining bills in conference 
committee where they can 
be negotiated between the 
two chambers.

A number of procedur-
al steps usually take a 
minimum of two weeks, 
and even when the bill is 
in conference committee, 
it may take an additional 
few weeks for negotiations 

to be made, he said.
This process easily puts 

the end of the session in 
June, he said, but it’s still 
difficult to tell how long it 
will take leadership to find 
a compromise. 

If July 1 rolls around and 
there is no agreement on the 
budgets, then the new fiscal 
year kicks in, and there will 
be a shutdown of state gov-
ernment services, because 
the Legislature will not 
have appropriated money 
for them.

Hall recalled his first year 
in the Legislature, the 2011 
session, had lawmakers still 
working up until 7 or 8 p.m. 
on June 30. It was the first 

year of having a split Legis-
lature, and party control has 
stayed the same since then.  

But this now familiar 
makeup of the Legislature 
may produce a quicker ne-
gotiation process. 

“I think part of the rea-
son we went to June 30 
was both sides were trying 
to figure out how the other 
side negotiated, and now 
you’ve got some familiarity, 
and the other side is at least 
a known entity; you know 
how they bargain,” he said.

Sen. David Johnson, 
R-Ocheyedan, said odd 
year sessions may drag out 
longer compared with even 
years, which also happen to 

be campaign years in which 
legislators want to get out of 
Des Moines on time.   

“People in either party do 
not want to be seen as not 
being able to get their work 
done,” he said. 

Sen. Bob Dvorsky, 
D-Coralville, said he an-
ticipates at least two more 
weeks and then maybe some 
more, highlighting the need 
for work across the aisle. 

“The dirty little secret is 
we’re supposed to compro-
mise, that’s our job in Des 
Moines,” he said. “And it’s 
supposed to be the job in 
D.C., too, although often-
times you don’t see it. But 
that is our job.”

Regents OK 
public-health 
degree
By CINDY GARCIA
cindy-garcia@uiowa.edu

Undergraduates will 
now have  an opportunity 
similar to their graduate 
counterparts. 

The state Board of Re-
gents approved a bachelor’s 
degree in public health last 
month, which the Universi-
ty of Iowa College of Public 
Health will administer.

By fall 2016, UI students 
will be able to choose be-
tween a bachelor of arts or 
a bachelor 
of science in 
the field. The 
program will 
have five 
study areas: 
biostatistics, 
social and 
behavioral 
sciences, ep-
idemiology, 
health policy 
and management, and envi-
ronmental health sciences.

Enrollment in the ma-
jor is expected to be 25 in 
the first year and 500 by 
the seventh year.

“In the public health 
world right now, there are 
jobs coming online from dif-
ferent sectors,” said Mary 
Aquilino, the associate dean 
for the College of Public 
Health. “There are more po-
sitions at entry levels than 
there ever have been.”

The need for public 
health professionals is 
growing in both public and 
private sectors, she said.

Aquilino said students 
with the degree could work 
in many branches of the 
government either by col-
lecting data, developing new 
programs, or implementing 
systems with health policy.

The undergraduate de-
gree program is expected 
to cost $285,000 in its 
first year and $1.4 million 
by the seventh year.

“It’s going to take money 
to start the program,” said 
Aquilino, citing the need 
to hire additional staff and 
faculty support to “get the 
program off the ground.”

“By the fifth cohort, we 
will be generating income 
for the university,” she 
said, referring to the fifth 
group of students. 

The program will be also 
different from the combined 

undergraduate to gradu-
ate program currently in 
place at the College of Pub-
lic Health, which is enabled 
through arrangements at 
the UI as well as Grinnell 
College and Coe College.

Students enrolled in this 
particular program earn 
both degrees in five years.

While the UI will be the 
first Iowa institution to offer 
such an undergraduate pro-
gram, universities around the 
country have similar degrees.

“I think the public-health 
degree is the fastest grow-
ing undergraduate degree 
in the United States,” said 
LuAnn White, the director 
for Applied Environmental 
Public Health at Tulane 
University, in New Orleans. 

Tulane’s public-health de-
gree program was suppose 
to start in 2005 but was de-
layed by Hurricane Katrina. 
The delay lasted until the 
spring of 2006, when an ini-
tial six students enrolled. 

The program now has 
500 students.

“That’s comparable to pub-
lic health programs across 
the country,” White said 
about the rapid growth. 

White stressed the 
emerging popularity of 
public-health degree pro-
grams nationwide be-
cause of their practicality. 

“There used to be a few 
public-health programs, and 
now there are hundreds. It’s 
part of keeping tune with 
the field,” she said. “This is 
a major field in which peo-
ple can actually get jobs, and 
this is another thing that 
makes it very popular.”

UI students also said 
the new program would be 
an asset to the university.

“I feel like that’s something 
they would want to add to at-
tract more students,” said UI 
senior Gisela Morales. “We 
get a lot of students from Il-
linois because it’s close, but 
we also get students from 
Miami, California, and New 
York, so we must be doing 
something right.”

Another UI student, 
sophomore Thanh John-
son agreed that the new 
undergraduate program 
would let UI students 
pursue their ambitions.

“I think it’d be good to 
give people a chance to go 
with it,” she said.

Bisignano
senator

Aquilino
associate dean, College 
of Public Health
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Daily Break

First Lines of 
Novels with 

Key Characters 
Replaced with My 

D&D Character, 
VLARG THE 

IMPALER
• Call me VLARG THE IM-

PALER.
• It is a truth universally ac-

knowledged that VLARG THE 
IMPALER, in possession of a 
good fortune, must be in want 

of a wife.
• Many years later, as he faced 
the firing squad, VLARG THE 
IMPALER was to remember 

that distant afternoon when his 
father took him to discover ice.

• VLARG THE IMPALER, light 
of my life, fire of my loins.

• Whether I shall turn out to 
be the hero of my own life, or 
whether that station will be 

held by VLARG THE IMPAL-
ER, these pages must show.
• In my younger and more 

vulnerable years VLARG THE 
IMPALER gave me some advice 

that I’ve been turning over in 
my mind ever since.

• As VLARG THE IMPALER 
awoke one morning from un-

easy dreams, he found himself 
transformed in his bed into a 

gigantic insect.
• VLARG THE IMPALER was 
an old man who fished alone in 
a skiff in the Gulf Stream and 
he had gone 84 days now with-

out taking a fish.
• Who is VLARG THE IMPAL-

ER?

Andrew R. Juhl will buy a drink for the 
first person who shouts “VLARG THE 

IMPALER” at tonight’s Micky’s pub quiz..

• Iowa New Play Festival, 11 a.m. Guest Roundtable: Silo 
Tree, Conference Room; Reading: Binary Star, 2 p.m., 172 
Theater Building; Readings from Undergraduate Playwrit-
ing Workshop, 5:30 p.m., 172 Theater Building 
• Senior Week Send-Off Lunch, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Hubbard Park
• Hawkeye Big Band, 4:15 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 
320 E. College
• Interpretation of German Art Song recital, 5 p.m., 
150 Clinton Street Music 376
• Brinton Silent Film Project, 5:30 p.m., Main Library 
Shambaugh Auditorum
• Body Core Blast Zumba Party, 6-7:30 p.m., Campus 

Recreation & Wellness Center
• Yu-Han Kuan, piano, 6 p.m., University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• Chamber Music, 7 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Vivian Gornick, memoir, 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Alejandra Escobar, piano, University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall

The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place. 
— George Bernard Shaw

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Finish what you start. Once you have cleared your 
to-do list, you will be ready to reach new goals. An unexpected opportunity will 
surface. Embrace change, and discuss plans with someone you love. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Take pride in the way you handle money and emo-
tional matters. Build a solid base that will allow you to gain security and a higher 
standard of living. Only you can make your dreams come true. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Added responsibilities will try your patience. Under-
standing and compassion will be required when dealing with others. Don’t let 
your emotional deception creep into an important decision you need to make. 
Love is in the stars, but honesty must be honored. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Examine your skills, what you have to offer, and 
how you can be more diverse in the way you present yourself. Update your 
résumé, or consider the best ways to turn what you enjoy doing most into a 
lucrative endeavor. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get serious, and make a move. Procrastination will 
not lead to results. A change of pace, environment, and people will motivate 
you to show off your best qualities and aim to reach a higher standard of 
living. Romance is on the rise. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Avoid disputes that can affect your position or your 
personal life. If you criticize others, prepare to face complaints. It’s in your best 
interest to view life and situations from a positive, not a negative, point of view. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Do what needs to be done without complaint. Get 
involved in helping others or volunteering for a cause you care about. Your input 
will be well-received and lead to a new opportunity. Take care of family responsi-
bilities, and you’ll be rewarded.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Size up your situation, and consider your op-
tions. If you aren’t happy with what’s going on in your personal or profes-
sional life, make a move. It’s up to you to be responsible for your happiness 
and success. Don’t rely on others. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t let personal matters get you down. 
Face any dilemma that comes your way honestly and without hesitation. 
Avoiding sensitive issues will result in turmoil you can do without. Face your 
problems head-on. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Make your home more comfortable, but stay 
within your means. Don’t be tempted by fancy luxuries you don’t need. A 
convenient and cozy place will lead to contentment and less stress. Do the work 
yourself if it will save money.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You will feel good about yourself if you do things 
for others. Love and romance are on the rise, and personal discussions can bring 
you closer to the people you care about most. A professional opportunity is 
apparent. Update and send out your résumé. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep a close watch over what occurs around 
you, but don’t bring attention to what you are doing. Staying in the back-
ground will help you further your own interests. Don’t let an emotional issue 
throw you off track.
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Ballard, who is still spiri-
tual, believes this was a ma-
jor event in his life. 

His mother agreed. She 
still has vivid memories of 
the church. 

“They were into family, 
and it was really more about 
us trying to change and be 
better people,” she said. “It 
was just part of who they 
were growing up.”

While Ballard spent most 
of his life in Georgia, the 
family moved to Lawrence, 
Kansas, before he started 
junior high.

There, his mother start-
ed to notice he had some 
artistic talent. 

“They had this thing 
around Halloween that the 
kids could go downtown and 
draw on different business-
es’ windows,” she said. “In 
Lawrence, they’re pretty 
serious about the arts, so 
they kind of let the kids get 
exposed to different musical 
instruments, and he played 
the cello all the way through 
high school.” 

It wasn’t exactly a sur-

prise, considering there is a 
tremendous amount of ar-
tistic talent in the family.

His late uncle, Hank 
Ballard, wrote “The Twist” 
— the famous song later 
covered by Chubby Check-
er that inspired the dance 
craze — and his grandfa-
ther taught himself how to 
draw and play the piano. 

“Inspiration comes from 
my family,” Ballard said. 
“For me, I wanted to be like 
my grandfather as an art-
ist — someone who had the 
passion and the drive, and 
by any means necessary, he 
was going to leave his mark 
on the world.”

• • •

At Lawrence Free State 
High School, Ballard’s 
athletic talent is the stuff 
of legend.

During a game his senior 
year against Olathe North 
High School, a running 
back burst through a hole 
on what looked like a sure-
fire 85-yard touchdown. The 
back had around 15 yards 
on the players chasing him, 
and no one thought anyone 
had a chance to stop him.

Ballard, who weighed 
nearly 100 pounds more 
than the back, caught him 
roughly 60 yards down 
the field.

Joseph Potts, a strength 
and conditioning coach who 
worked with Ballard, was 
watching the game from the 
sidelines and couldn’t be-
lieve what he saw.

“There was a stunned 
silence that fell over 
that crowd,” Potts said. 
“You could have heard a 
pin drop.”

If that wasn’t enough, 
Ballard also helped cement 
his athletic legacy as part 
of the 4x200-meter relay 
team that placed at the 
state meet.

Football coaches from 
around the country want-
ed Ballard on their teams. 
Letters from schools like Io-
wa, Oklahoma, and Florida 
State poured in, one right 
after the other.

His newfound fame made 
him popular among his 
peers. Funny, though, as 
those same “friends” had 
booed him and yelled for a 
backup to be put in when he 
dropped a pass earlier in his 
high-school career. 

“It was weird,” Ballard 

said. “I wasn’t very popu-
lar in high school because I 
was from another state. Af-
ter that, though, everyone 
was cool with me; everyone 
wanted to be my friend.”

He waffled among Geor-
gia, Kansas, and Iowa. Even-
tually he picked Iowa, a deci-
sion partially due to how his 
mother felt about how the 
program conducted itself.

She said Iowa head coach 
Kirk Ferentz came off very 
family-oriented, which was 
exactly what the family 
looked for.

“For those four years, 
I watched [Ferentz] do 
the things that he said he 
would,” she said. “He stood 
by the boys right, wrong, or 
indifferent, and he’s always 
kept the family in the roots.”

• • •

Ballard spent four sea-
sons on the Iowa roster and 
was an integral part of a 
defensive line that led Iowa 
to an Orange Bowl victory 
during the 2009-10 season. 

That season was also by far 
his most productive — Bal-
lard recorded 54 tackles and 
5.5 sacks.

After a successful career at 
Iowa, the Minnesota Vikings 
took Ballard in the fourth 
round of the 2011 NFL draft. 

He enjoyed a standout 
rookie campaign, tallying 
29 tackles and a single sack. 
It was likely he would get 
significant playing time the 
next year.

But playing professional 
football was not something 
Ballard enjoyed.

“Everyone said it’s a busi-
ness; it’s a business,” he 
said. “But I don’t think peo-
ple really realize what that 
entails. For me, the contract 
kind of says that everything 
you do has to coincide with 
the organization.”

It didn’t sit well with him, 
but he put those thoughts 
aside because of his salary.

Around this time, he 
started having vivid night-
mares. One recurring dream 
included him being dragged 
out of his bed, but there with 
others. Even when he woke 
up and continued on with 
his day, a sinking feeling 
that football was not for him 
nagged his subconscious.  
That, combined with the new-
found tension between him 
and his family and friends, 
was a signal from above to 
stop playing football.

“I really realized that if 
I was doing what I actu-

ally wanted to do, I would 
not be having these issues 
with my friends or family,” 
Ballard said. “I quit with 
the thought of bringing 
those dreams and thoughts 
to light.

“If you’re going to play 
football or do something 
like that, you have to abso-
lutely love it, because they 
are going to do what they 
can to get the most money 
out of you.”

• • •

After abruptly leaving 
Minnesota’s training camp 
in 2013, he didn’t find the 
transition to a non-football 
life easy.

“It was so hard to leave 
an environment in which 
you’re being violent every 
day,” Ballard said. “It was 
almost like I had to change 
my entire identity.”

Once he moved back to 
Lawrence, he applied to 
Kansas to further his edu-
cation, hoping to start fresh. 

He married Victoria Hal-
lenbeck several weeks after he 
left the Viking’s camp, but even 
that was just a short reprieve.

The problem for him, he 
said, was that he didn’t have 

a clear idea of what he want-
ed to do. Doubts started to 
pile up about whether those 
dreams were real.

His mother found it hard 
to connect to him as well, 
simply because she didn’t 
have any idea how to help.

“Unfortunately, a lot of 
that stuff he kept to himself,” 
she said. “Quite honestly, he 
was doing something I can’t 
relate to.”

Once Ballard got into 
school, he met Professor Jon 
Swindell, who eventually 
became his mentor.

“He really helped me re-
alize that leaving something 
that was that pertinent to 
our culture is a huge deci-
sion,” Ballard said. “He kept 
telling me that if I brought 
the same passion that I had 
at Iowa into my art, then 
there would not have to 
be very much that I would 
have to worry about.”

To him, it was a wake-up 
call; he believed it drove him 
to notice what was really go-
ing on in the world. Ballard 
says his art comes from and 
is inspired by the injustices 
in the world.

While in the process of 
figuring out what exact-
ly he wanted to do with 
his post-football life as he 
worked toward completing 
his degree, he met another 
student, Trevor Eagleman.

“My first impression was 
that he kind of stood out be-
cause he was a big old foot-
ball player,” Eagleman said. 
“It was very obvious that he 
was there for different rea-
sons from the rest of us.”

The two slowly became 
friends, and Ballard start-
ed to bring in some of his 
sketches and drawings to 
show to Eagleman, who 
quickly became interested.

“There was some really 
cool stuff in there,” he said. 
“Later that summer, we 
talked more about part-
nering up and doing some 
drawing together.”

• • •

As Ballard refined his 
talents, he became serious 
about graphic novels and 
the possibility of starting a 
business. Ballard gathered 
a small group of artists and 
writers, including his child-
hood friend DeMaris Patton.

The group — called 
Chronic Comix — is 
working on two graph-
ic novels, Special Forces 
and Azerael’s Fall.

In Special Forces, chil-
dren with disabilities get 
superpowers after taking a 
drug that’s supposed to cure 

them. The original concept 
was Patton’s idea and it 
was something he’d talked 
about with Ballard for quite 
some time.

“I’m not much of an art-
ist,” Patton said. “I’m more 
working on the computer 
and putting everything to-
gether. [Ballard] is more of 
the artist, that’s for sure.”

Azerael’s Fall, on the oth-
er hand, has more of a reli-
gious theme and brings in 
spiritual and mythological 
characters from through-
out history.

Recently, Ballard took 
some of his work to Kansas 
City for Planet Comicon, 
where he plans on tak-
ing some of the prints he 
makes and sell them while 
he gets his graphic novels 
up and running.

At Planet Comicon, he 
managed to snag a booth 
near the established artists, 
which helped connect him to 
others in the industry. 

“Our competition was 
super intense; we got a lot 
of traffic because we were 
around a lot of talent,” he 
said. “There were a lot of peo-
ple that wanted to cross-pro-
mote with us and people who 
wanted to get on board.

“Hopefully, this is all go-
ing to lead up to something 
bigger,” he said.

Ballard would like to create 
a company that is widespread 
enough to show off amateur 
and up-and-coming artists 
who don’t have another place 
to promote themselves.

Ultimately, he’d also 
like to design art for video 
games. While that might not 
be in the immediate future, 
he’s dreaming big.

“If you don’t start to 
dream you’re going to take 
over Marvel or take over 
DC, then you’re just going to 
fall in that category of wish-
es,” he said.

“We have a story line, 
and we have some talent, I 
don’t think there’s any rea-
son we can’t make a splash 
in the industry if we can’t 
pull people together.”

Whether he ever manages 
to unseat DC or Marvel is a 
moot point. Ballard doesn’t 
need tremendous amounts 
of money to feel successful 
— he learned that while in 
the NFL.

His success is simply 
finding something he loves 
to do and being able to do it 
every day.

That, at least, is his 
perspective.

BALLARD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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One of Christian Ballard’s newsprint sketches for his life drawing class where he used charcoal. (Contributed Photo)

Part of Christian Ballard’s final portfolio, a still-life painting for his art class, oil on a canvas. (Contributed Photo)

These sketches are from his upcoming graphic novel, Special Forces, one of the comics that Christian Ballard is helping create. (Contrib-
uted Photo)

Christian Ballard displays the logo of his start-up, Chronic Comix. His website is live and displays some of his work. (Contributed Photo)
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Finding his speed Hawks use big inning
By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

The lights shone over 
the Cretzmeyer Track, 
and the crowd was ab-
solutely deafening as 
teammates and coaches 
of Iowa sophomore Jared 
Ganschow watched as the 
anchor ran the final leg of 
the 1,600-meter relay.

During the last 400 
meters at the 16th-annu-
al Musco Twilight meet 
on May 2, Ganschow did 
something he’d always 
want to do — win for 
himself and his team.

The sophomore did that 
in spectacular fashion 
when he pulled through 
at the end of the relay to 
edge out Minnesota with 
a time of 3:10.66. He was 
joined on the relay by 
freshman Carter Lilly, 
Nicholas Aly, and senior 
Brennan Davey.

“That 4x4 I will re-
member for a long time. 
That moment I crossed 
the line was awesome. I 
didn’t know if I had it in 
me, but in the end I did,” 
Ganschow said. “They put 
me in a great position to do 
that, and I couldn’t have 
done it without them.”

Ganschow’s moment 
at Musco was special for 
more than one reason. He 
has struggled at times this 
season, and taking the title 
in the final home meet was 
a welcome change.

After performing well 
in his first year for the 
Hawkeyes, the expecta-
tions were high coming 
into the season.

During indoor and 
much of the outdoor sea-
son, the runner faltered, 
not hitting the times he 
desired, and he believed 
his speed and confidence 
weren’t up to par.

“I just didn’t feel the 
speed I felt last year in 
races,” Ganschow said.

With this, his coaches 
made the adjustments 
swiftly. The staff decid-
ed to change the soph-
omore’s training and 
see where things would 
take him during compe-
tition. While Ganschow 
was extremely fit, he 
still felt as if he was 
running “in mud.”

The changes in the 
training mainly consisted 
of a variation of speed- 
and endurance-oriented 
workouts that would help 
him progress. Running 
quick-paced times up to 
300 meters during train-
ing has been one of the 
many changes that the 
Hawks have made.

“Jared is a guy who 
shines a lot more with 
speed and power develop-
ment work,” Iowa Director 
of Track and Field Joey 
Woody said. “We had to 
change the quality of the 
endurance work and the 
volume of the endurance 
work that he was doing.”

While finding the 
rhythm and confidence 
in his races has been a 
struggle, he started to get 
back in the groove a little 
before his breakthrough 
performance at Musco.

Ganschow said he start-
ed to feel his speed come 
back when he set a person-

al record in the men’s 200 
meter at the Beach Invita-
tional at Long Beach State 
on April 15. He crossed the 
line in 21.81 to earn 13th.

From there, everything 
for the Oxford, Iowa, na-
tive has been a success 
because of adjustments 
and knowing what he’s 
capable of accomplishing.

“Everything has really 
helped me progress,” Gan-
schow said. “Talking to my 
coaches about what I need 
to be, and how I need to be 
better in races has really 
helped me see things that 
I wasn’t seeing.”

The assistance and 
guidance from his coach-
es haven’t been the only 
tool in his development. 
Teammate and best 
friend Brendan Thomp-
son, a junior, is also 
training partners with 
Ganschow and pushes 
him to work harder.

Prior to the sophomore 
receiving the baton from 
Davey during the relay, 
Thompson had a few 

words for him: “It’s all you.”
“When I saw Jared 

make that surge at the 
end to beat Minnesota, 
it showed just how deter-
mined he was to win that 
race,” Thompson said. 
“He was selfless about it. 
He wanted it not only for 
himself but for the team.

“It was amazing to see 
him get that experience 
and boost his confidence 
in his abilities as well.”

After all Ganschow 
has been through, an-
choring the winning 
4x400 relay team at 
Musco is a moment he 
said he will never forget.

With the Big Ten 
Championships a week 
away, he won’t slow 
down anytime soon.

“I know that there is a 
big race ahead of me, and 
I can’t just say I have run 
the best race already, be-
cause I know there is more 
to come,” Ganschow said. 
“If I run the race I want to, 
I will be satisfied with the 
way my season ended.”

By JOSH HICKS
josh-hicks@uiowa.edu

The No. 15 Iowa base-
ball team faced Western 
Illinois Tuesday in the 
100th meeting between 
the two teams. The game 
was long, lasting over 
three and a half hours 
with a whole lot of walks 
and 10 pitching changes 
between the teams.

The game started off 
slow, with a heavy fo-
cus on pitching and de-
fense. The first and sec-
ond innings saw almost 
no balls hit out of the 
infield by either team. 
WIU’s Preston Church 
walked three Iowa play-
ers in the top of the 
first, but the Hawkeyes 
couldn’t capitalize.

“It was a frustrating 
game on the offensive 
side,” Iowa head coach 
Rick Heller said. “They 
walked us 18 times, by 
my count, and gave us 25 
free bases, and we only 
managed to score 7 runs.”

Kris Goodman record-
ed the first hit for the 
Hawkeyes in the bottom 
of the third. Despite hav-
ing another player on 
base from a walk Iowa 
left two on base at the 
end of the inning again.

Freshman starting 
pitcher Nick Gallagh-
er came up against his 
first bout of adversity in 
the top of the fourth, as 
he found himself with 
two Western runners on 
base and only one out. 
But second baseman 
Jake Mangler fielded 
two grounders and put 
out the runners at first 

to get the Hawkeyes out 
of the inning.

The sixth inning 
is where it all came 
together for Iowa. 
Shullista struck out the 
side in the top half of 
the inning.

“I just really wanted to 
just come in and throw 
strikes and pound the 
zone,” Shullista said. “I 
think having that quick 
inning really helped the 
bats to get going.”

In the bottom of the 
sixth, Iowa came up big 
with five runs. 

Nick Day then hit a 
deep double to the right 
field corner to score ju-
nior Joel Booker and tie 
the game at 2-2.  The 
next two batters were 
struck out. Tyler Pey-
ton, Kris Goodman, and 
Grant Klenovich all 
walked, walking home 
Day to make the score 
3-2. With two outs and 
the bases loaded junior 
Nick Roscetti hit a deep 
single to left center 
that scored two runs, 
giving the Hawkeyes a 

5-2 lead.
“I was looking for a 

fastball up, and I got it 
so I took a good swing 
and made contact,” Ro-
scetti said.

Junior Jimmy Fran-
kos came in to pinch hit 
and capped the inning 
off by giving Iowa one 
more run with a dou-
ble to left center that 
scored Klenovich before 
Booker grounded out to 
end the inning. 

Despite a 3-run home 
run in the seventh 
from Leatherneck Jake 
Moore, the Hawkeyes 
were able to hold on, 
adding another run in 
the eighth to get their 
34th win of the season.

Iowa returns to action 
Friday against Minne-
sota, which marks the 
first of three remaining 
games at Banks Field.

Iowa pitcher Nick Gallagher high-fives his teammates at Banks Field on Tues-
day. Iowa defeated Western Illinois, 7-5. (The Daily Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)

Iowa’s Jared Ganschow pulls through at the end of the race to beat Minnesota in the men’s 
4x400-meter relay during the Musco Twilight Invitational at Cretzmeyer Track on May 2. 
Iowa pulled through to place first in the event with a time of 3:10.66, just ahead of Minne-
sota’s time of 3:10.80. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)
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have taken it to heart, 
pride can be a pow-
erful thing in sports. 
Tuesday’s win won’t 
erase April’s disaster 
from the record books, 
but for the Hawkeyes, 
it lessens the sting a 
little bit. 

Getting a win isn’t 
half bad either. 

“That game was kind 
of a crazy day with ev-
erything, so not much 
to about it other than to 
move on,” Heller said. 
“Today was a new day, 
our last midweek game, 
and we got a great start 
on our week.”

The April 1 loss 
was straight humili-
ation for a Hawkeyes 
squad that was rid-
ing high on a five-
game winning streak 
before rolling across 
the Mississippi into 
Macomb.  

After building up 
a seemingly safe 5-0 
lead through four and 
a half innings, pitcher 
Connor Grant and the 

Hawks imploded, giv-
ing up a 7-run fifth.  

They gave up 9 
more before the game 
was through, and the 
game eventually end-
ed early courtesy of 
an NCAA mercy rule.  

Merciful indeed.    
“It was kind of a freak 

game, honestly” senior 
Jake Mangler said. 
“The wind was blowing 
out at like 40 miles an 
hour when we played 
them. You try not to re-
ally think about it. We 
just wanted to come out 
and try to score some 
runs and get the win.”

Fast-forward rough-
ly month, and it 
seemed evident that 
no one in the Iowa 
dugout was ready to 
go through an ordeal 
like that again. 

With all the moti-
vation in the world 
sitting pretty in the 
back of their minds, 
the Hawks completed 
their revenge. 

“We had kind of a 
frustrating day at the 
plate considering all 
of the free bases they 
gave us, but it proved 
to be enough to get 
the win,” Heller said.
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time he steps into the ring,” 
Director of Track and Field 
Joey Woody said. “He’s done 
some exceptional things at 
Iowa, and I know he still 
has his sights set high for 
the end of the season.”

As a sophomore, Hull 
took third at Big Tens, then 
improved to a second-place 
finish his junior year.

His goals are set high, but 
they are not unreachable. The 
senior hopes to finally win 
the Big Ten title he has vied 
for over the past three years, 
continue on to regionals, and 
contend for the national title.

“Gabe’s goal all year 
has been a Big Ten title. 
He’s been bridesmaid a 
couple of times, but now 
he wants to win,” Dubs 

said. “I think he’s cer-
tainly capable of it.”

Upon graduation, Hull’s 
sights are set on heading 
down to Rio de Janeiro in 
August 2016 as a part of the 
U.S. Olympic team. He could 
have the opportunity to con-
tinue to train at the Olympic 

Training Center in Chula 
Vista, California, to prepare 
for the 2016 Olympic trials.

As for now, Hull has made 
his intentions clear for the Big 
Ten Championships coming 
up in fewer than two weeks:

“I’m not leaving without 
that gold medal.”

percentage (.458). It also 
leads in home runs with 
101 and RBIs with 409.

The offensive attack is led 
by junior shortstop Sierra 
Romero, whose .463 batting 
average leads the league. She 
is also slugging .933.

As a team, Michigan is 
also tops in fielding per-
centage at .975. Quite 
simply, it is the most 
well-rounded squad in the 
tournament.

Minnesota 
Record: 46-8 (20-3) 
Record against Iowa: 3-0

The Gophers dominat-
ed the Hawkeyes in their 
regular-season showdown, 
winning the three games 
by a combined 25-0.

Their pitching is stellar, 
with three solid options 
from the circle in sopho-
more Sara Groenewegen 
(28-4), junior Nikki An-
derson (10-2), and fresh-
man Kylie Stober (8-2); all 
three rank in the confer-
ence’s top seven in ERA.

The team also boasts 
the top batting average, 
hitting .346, and leading 
the Big Ten in hits, dou-
bles, and triples.

If they carry the same dy-
namic and balanced attack 
into the tournament that 
they showed against Iowa, 

they have a legitimate shot 
the win the whole thing.

Nebraska 
Record: 32-20 (17-6) 
Record against Iowa: (2-0)

The most overlooked 
team in the tournament 
may well be the third-seed-
ed Cornhuskers. The team 
got off to a 15-14 start to the 
season, but in Big Ten play, 
it has proven to be danger-
ous — especially on offense.

Junior Kiki Stokes and 
sophomore MJ Knight-
en are two of the league’s 
best hitters. Both are hit-
ting more than .400, and 
Knighten has tallied 76 
hits on the year, good for 
tops in the conference.

In addition to them, senior 
Steph Pasquale is hitting .373 
and junior Alicia Armstrong 
.365. Nebraska is deep as 
they come in the batter’s box.

Where the team may run 
into trouble deep in the tour-
ney is with its suspect pitch-
ing and inconsistent fielding, 
each of which rank middle of 
the pack in the Big Ten.

If the Huskers go far in 
the postseason, it will be 
because their offense took 
them there.

Northwestern 
Record: 27-20 (14-8) 
Record against Iowa: 2-1

The Wildcats come into the 
tournament seeded fourth, 
and they are the third-best 
Big Ten team in the national 

RPI rankings at No. 35.
Freshman Sabrina Rabin 

leads the way for the team 
offensively. The speedster 
is hitting .411 but has only 
three extra base hits on the 
year. When she gets on base, 
she poses a constant threat 
to run. Rabin is 27-for-31 
on stolen base attempts in 
2015 and might get more 
infield singles than anyone 
because of her speed.

Senior Andrea DiPrima 
and junior Andrea Filler 
are both batting just un-
der .400, giving the Cats 
solid depth offensively. 
There is a bit of a drop-off 
after those three, however 
— as a team, it bats .316.

Northwestern’s pitching 
is mediocre and problem-
atic when comparing it 
with the staffs of Minneso-
ta and Michigan. As far as 
ERA goes, its ranks sixth 
in the Big Ten at 4.88

Basically, this team’s of-
fense allows it to beat the 
average and below-average 
teams of the Big Ten. But 
other than having a few great 
hitters, it lacks the thorough 
offensive attack of Nebraska 
and the pitching prowess of 
Michigan and Minnesota and 
appears to stand at the fore-
front of the dropoff between 
the conference’s top teams 
and everybody else.

Against Minnesota and 
Nebraska, the Wildcats 
went 1-4 in the regular 
season; they had the bene-
fit of not having Michigan 
on their schedule.

HULL
CONTINUED FROM 16

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 16

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 16

Iowa’s Gabe Hull competes in the shot put at the Musco Twilight Invitational at 
Cretzmeyer Track on May 2. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

SPORTS
Rucker to leave Iowa

The Iowa football team is 
down one defensive back after 
Malik Rucker has been granted 
permission to transfer. He would 
have been a sophomore for the 
Hawkeyes this season.

The Minneapolis native record-
ed 5 tackles in six games during his 
redshirt freshman season in 2014.

“We have honored Malik’s 
request to be released from his 
scholarship, and we wish him well 
in the future,” Iowa head coach Kirk 
Ferentz said.

— by Danny Payne 

Six ex-Hawks head 
to U.S. Senior Open

Six former Iowa wrestlers will 
head to Las Vegas to compete at 

the U.S. Senior Open.
Daniel Dennis (61 kg), Phil 

Keddy (86 kg), Matt McDonough 
(57 kg), Brent Metcalf (65 kg), 
Tony Ramos (57 kg), and Derek St. 
John (70 kg) will compete in the 
freestyle tournament.

Spots in the U.S. Freestyle World 
Team Trials in Madison, Wisconsin, are 
up for grabs with the top five getting 
automatic berths in that tournament, 
which will be held on June 12-14. 
The winner of each weight at the U.S. 
Senior Open gets a trip straight to the 
World Team Trials finals.

Iowa has had success recently in 
the tournament; Metcalf outscored his 
opponents 39-0 last year in the event. 
This will be Ramos’ and St. John’s first 
appearance in the Senior Open.

The Universal Sports Network 
will televise Saturday’s finals, which 
start at 9 p.m. (CDT). NBC Sports 
Network will replay the finals on 

May 13 at 10:30 p.m. (CDT).
FloWrestling will broadcast the 

entire event live.
— by Jordan Hansen 

Field-hockey 
schedule announced

The Iowa field-hockey team an-
nounced its 2015 schedule Tuesday. The 
Hawkeyes will open with an exhibition 
game on Aug. 22 against Louisville. 
Iowa’s home-opener will be a few weeks 
later, Sep. 10 against Stanford. 

The squad will open its Big Ten 
schedule when it hosts Rutgers on Sept. 
18. Other Big Ten opponents are Indiana, 
Northwestern, Michigan, Michigan State, 
Ohio State, Penn State, and Maryland. 

The Big Ten Tournament is 
scheduled for Bloomington, 
Indiana, on Nov. 5-8.

— by Mario Williams

Iowa’s Brandon Shulista pitches at Banks Field on Tuesday. Iowa de-
feated Western Illinois, 7-5. (The Daily Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)
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Iowa’s got plenty of 
competition in the 
conference tournament.
By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

Heading into the Big Ten Tour-
nament on Thursday in Columbus, 
Ohio, there’s both good and bad 
news for the Iowa 
softball team.

The good: There 
are just two confer-
ence teams ranked in 
the top 30 nationally 
in terms of RPI.

The bad: Iowa is 
7-10 against the 
teams that aren’t.

The two highest 
ranked teams are No. 
5 Michigan and No. 15 Minnesota. 
The Hawks took one of three from 
the Wolverines in a late-March series 
and were swept by the Gophers in a 
series that ended on April 26.

Iowa enters as the 10th seed and 
will battle No. 7 Rutgers on Thursday, 
a winnable matchup for the Hawks.

But if they indeed do pull out 
a win over the Scarlet Knights, 
more dangerous opponents loom 
in the rounds to follow.

Michigan 
Record: 48-6 (21-2) 
Record against Iowa: 2-1

The Wolverines finished first in 
the conference at 21-2, 48-6 over-
all. Their ERA on the season is 
1.51, far and away the best in the 
Big Ten. The team has two legit-
imate aces in sophomore Megan 
Betsa (24-4) and senior Haylie 
Wagner (20-2), two of the league’s 
top three hurlers in terms of ERA.

Michigan’s offense ranks third 
in average (.339) and first in slug-
ging (.623), runs  (439), and on-base 

Iowa handed Western 
Illinois a loss after a crazy 
loss of their own in April.
By RYAN RODRIGUEZ 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

If revenge is a dish best served 
cold, the Iowa baseball team prob-
ably has some pretty serious brain 
freeze right now. 

A little more than 
a month removed 
from a disastrous 
16-5 thrashing at 
the hands of the 
Leathernecks in 
Macomb, Illinois, 
on April 1, the 
Hawkeyes returned 
the favor at Banks 
Field, scoring a 7-5 
win over Western Illinois on 
Tuesday.

For a team with elephantine mem-
ories, the Hawks could not have been 
more eager for the opportunity.  

“It was definitely was something 
we were thinking about,” left field-
er Kris Goodman said. “We wanted 
to come out and get the win. Would 
have liked a little more run sup-
port, maybe, but a win’s a win.”

The combination of head coach 
Rick Heller’s even-keeled presence 
and an extremely veteran ball club 
helps ensure the Hawks are never 
to high or too low after a loss. 

“Wipe it away” has been the 
team’s motto for handling a poor 
performance since Heller took 
over last winter.  

And while the Hawkeyes seem to 
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Iowa’s Gabe Hull looks on after competing at the Musco Twilight Invitational at Cretzmeyer Track on May 2. Hull placed second in men’s discus at 56.23 meters. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

Ask Gabe Hull to describe himself and he’ll say it in four 
words: beard, Mountain Dew, and discus.

When he first joined the Iowa track and field team as 
a thrower, Hull was not nearly as daunting of a figure as he is 
now. Yes, his 6-8 stature was large in comparison with just about 
everyone on campus, but his student ID shows a picture taken 
freshman year — his baby face barely recognizable to anyone who 
did not know him then.

Now, nearly four 
years later, the 
Bloomington, Indi-
ana, native displays a 
beard that could rival 
that of Duck Dynas-
ty’s Willie Robertson.

“The beard just 
kind of came. Team-
mates love it. Old 
Gabe was a little young and creepy looking,” Hull said. 
“Now I’m older, hairier, and still creepy looking.”

While the beard has become something associated with 
Hull in recent years, Mountain Dew has long been one of 
his staples. Legend has it that there was a meet during his 
freshman year of high school that doubled as a party — ac-
cording to Hull, the exact details were lost over the years — 
and trying to be funny, Hull stole a two-liter bottle of Moun-
tain Dew and drank the entire thing during his competition.

The meet turned out to be the best of his career, so he 
decided to try it again at the next one. Once again, it re-
sulted in a personal best. He’s put back a two-liter bottle 
of his favorite soda at every competition since.

In high school, coaches didn’t mind his superstitious habit, and 
it was something former throws coach Scott Cappos quickly got 
used to. First-year Iowa throws coach Andrew Dubs’ attempts to 

change Hull’s ways have failed. “It’s not that I’m not willing to 
change — it’s just that I don’t want to,” Hull said.

“I didn’t know about the Mountain Dew until the in-
trasquad meet. I asked Avery [Meyers], ‘What the hell is 
Gabe doing?’ and he said, ‘Oh, that’s his thing,’ ” Dubs 
said. “I wouldn’t say it’s the healthiest or best thing for 
him, but for his mindset, it’s what he’s comfortable with.”

Before high school, Hull had no intention to join the track 
and field team. 
His sister per-
suaded him to do 
it his freshman 
year by dragging 
him to the presea-
son team meeting.

He didn’t want to 
run, so the coach hand-
ed him a discus.

It quickly became clear he had found his niche in throw-
ing “the little Frisbee-looking thing.” Hull won two Indi-
ana state titles, still holds the Bloomington High South 
record, and was labeled as the second-best prospect in his 
recruiting class.

Although many colleges got in contact with Hull attempt-
ing to recruit him, he was attracted to Iowa because of the 
community he discovered when visiting the team.

The college discus weighs more than that used in high school, 
and Hull had to adjust. That is not to say it was too much of 
a struggle, though. As a freshman, Hull placed fifth at the Big 
Ten outdoor meet. Since then, he has bulked up, gotten stron-
ger, and his performances have continually improved. 

“We expect him to go out and perform at a high level every 

Just one throw away

‘The beard just kind of came. Teammates love it. Old 
Gabe was a little young and creepy looking. Now I’m 

older, hairier, and still creepy looking.’
— Gabe Hull, UI senior

After coming close before, Iowa senior Gabe Hull wants nothing 
less than a Big Ten discus championship this season.

By COURTNEY BAUMANN | courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Hawkeyes 
serve up 
revenge

IOWA 7, WESTERN ILLINOIS 5

Tough 
road for 
softball

Looper
head coach

Goodman
left fielder
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