
By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Ruth Harkin’s decade-long career on 
the state Board of Regents will come to 
an end today, but she will not step out 
of the public eye completely. 

Harkin was appointed to the board 
in 2005 and reappointed in 2009. She 
is married to former Sen. Tom Harkin, 
D-Iowa. 

Harkin said she first became inter-
ested in becoming a regent while she 
served as Story County county attorney 
in her late 20s.

“It interested me because its one of 
the largest, most well-funded boards 
in the state,” she said. “I think that 
it’s one of the most important in the 
state simply because of the number of 
people affected by each decision the 
board makes.”

Harkin is a strong supporter of high-
er education, said Regent Robert Down-
er, whose term will also end today. 

“She has benefited, as I have, from 
getting a good education in college,” 
Downer said. “I think her time on the 
board reflected her attitude of support 

for the regent schools.”
Making sure as many people as 

possible have the chance to attend 
college was one of the things Harkin 

worked toward during her time as a 
regent, she said. 
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Harkin to remain in public eye

SEE HARKIN, 3A

SEE PHIL, 3A

SEE EDUCATION, 2A

Senate 
backs UI 
funding
By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Senate approved an ed-
ucation budget, split by a partisan 
vote, that “backfills” the University 
of Iowa’s loss of funds and would 
sufficiently fund a third-consecu-
tive tuition freeze for Iowa’s regent 
institutions.

“We believe in funding our entire 
higher education system in Iowa,” 
Sen. Rob Hogg, D-Cedar Rapids, 

EDUCATION

Alex Huffman, the vice president of membership and recruitment for the UI Student Philanthropy Group, sits on the steps of the Old Capitol on Wednesday. As a freshman, Huffman became a 
member when the group started, and she is still a member now as senior. (The Daily Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)

SEE HUFFMAN, 3A

Regent Ruth Harkin answers questions at the Iowa City Library on June 6, 2012. Harkin’s term as a regent will end today. 
(The Daily Iowan/File Photos)

By CINDY GARCIA
cindy-garcia@uiowa.edu

As the fourth-annual philanthropy 
celebration approaches, officials and 
students see more effects from the 
event than when it first began.

This year’s Phil’s Day festivities, set to 
occur today, will include postcard sign-
ings to send thank-yous to donors, the 
tagging of buildings and programs made 

possible by donor donations, and the visit 
of guest speaker and philanthropy con-
tributor Jerre Stead at the IMU. Stead is 
the executive chairman of IHS Inc.

The University of Iowa Foundation is 
amid a philanthropy campaign called 
For Iowa. Forever More. The campaign 
aims to raise $1.7 billion by December 
2016. It has raised $1.458 billion so far 

By CINDY GARCIA
cindy-garcia@uiowa.edu

As Phil’s Day revs up for its fourth year, 
a senior is celebrating it for the last time.

Alex Huffman is the vice president 
of membership and recruitment for the 
University of Iowa Student Philan-
thropy Group. She also participates in 

THE NEXT STEP. 
SPORTS.
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“I voted in favor of the 
tuition freeze whenever 
it came up,” she said. “It’s 
basic economics. We have 
to keep the price low so 
that we can serve the max-
imum number of people.”

Sherry Bates, who was 
appointed to the board in 

December, said Harkin’s 
experience has helped 
her adjust to her position. 

“She’s never afraid to 
help out or answer any 
questions,” Bates said. 
“I can’t say I know Ruth 
that well, but she brings 
a lot of knowledge with 
her that will be missed.”

Knowledge is not all 
that will be leaving the 
board with Harkin, Re-
gent Hannah Walsh said. 

Walsh, a University of 
Iowa senior, will see her 
term end today along 
with Downer and Harkin.

“Both Ruth Harkin 
and Bob Downer have 
both been on this board 
for over 10 years,” she 
said. “That amount of 
experience is going to 
be impossible to replace 
… I think Ruth is a very 
strong role model that 
girls across Iowa can 

look up to. She was defi-
nitely a role model for 
me when we were on the 
board together.”

Downer agrees that 
the regents will miss 
Harkin.

“She has been an inde-
pendent member while 
on the board,” he said. 
“She doesn’t follow the 
conventional wisdom all 
the time, and I’m not 
sure if the board will 

have the same free spirit 
going forward.”

Harkin’s time as a re-
gent may be coming to an 
end, but by no means is 
she retiring. She will con-
tinue to sit on the Board 
of Directors of Cono-
coPhillips, the U.S.-Rus-
sia Business Council, and 
the Board of Visitors for 
the College of Business 
administration at the UI. 

Even though she will 

still serve on various 
other bodies when her 
time as a regent ends, 
Harkin said she is look-
ing forward to having 
more free time. 

“I won’t be ‘retired’ by 
any means when my time 
on the board comes to an 
end,” she said. “What I’m 
really looking forward to 
is spending more time 
with my children and 
grandchildren.”

HARKIN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

UI Dance Marathon and 
the Iowa United Nations 
Association. 

“I’m really involved 
and seeing the impact 
philanthropy has on 
families really opened 

my eyes on the impact 
philanthropy can have 
on a larger scale on our 
campus,” Huffman said 
about why she joined the 
group.

Throughout her four 
years on campus, Huff-
man has seen Phil’s Day 
grown into what it is to-
day. This year is her third 
as a member.

“I think the biggest 
change that I’ve noticed 
since I was a freshman is 
that the campus is much 
more aware of the pur-
pose of Phil’s Day,” she 
said. “I remember that 
a lot of students in my 
classes weren’t aware of 
what the Phil’s signs on 
buildings were for.”

Huffman also said that 

understanding of what 
philanthropy is has sig-
nificantly grown, which 
may impact donations in 
different ways. 

She said that recent 
graduates won’t be con-
tributing significant 
donations, but Henry 
Tippie’s first gift to the 
university was $5, show-
ing just how much im-

pact philanthropy can 
have on a smaller scale. 

“I think it’ll lead alum-
ni students that graduate 
— recent graduates — to 
consider not just donat-
ing but reaching out to 
donors and thanking 
them for their donations 
as well.”

Huffman said that the 
Student Philanthropy 

Group’s goal is to incor-
porate the impact philan-
thropy has on student life 
to campus.

“We’ve been doing 
something right,” she 
said. This is one of the 
graduating classes that 
have had Phil’s Day all 
four years. It really has 
improved their under-
standing of philanthropy.”

HUFFMAN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

PHIL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

with more than 180,000 
donors.

“We’re running about 6 
percent ahead of where we 
should be, so we feel good 
about our progress toward 
that goal,” UI Foundation 
President Lynette Mar-
shall said.

Marshall, who has been 
the foundation president 
since August 2006, has 
spearheaded a number of 
philanthropy initiatives, 
including Phil’s Day, which 
was launched in 2012.

“I believe that it’s im-
portant for students who 
are going to be leaders 
in their community after 
graduation to have an ap-
preciation for philanthro-
py and understand what it 
means,” she said.

Marshall said the big-
gest change in Phil’s Day is 

its growth, with more plac-
es to sign postcards, more 
colleges becoming involved, 
and more donors interacting 
with the UI and through op-
eds in The Daily Iowan.

The growth is also 
translating numerical-
ly. Marshall said surveys 
conducted every other 
year indicate 46 percent of 
students are now familiar 
with philanthropy.

Faculty are becoming 
increasingly involved in 
the For Iowa. Forever 
More. campaign. 

In fiscal 2014, 3,028 UI 
faculty and staff gave gifts 
totaling nearly $4.5 mil-
lion. Faculty and staff also 
benefit from philanthropy, 
with 221 faculty members 
holding positions provided 
by support from donors.

There are currently 
three co-heads for We 
Are Phil faculty and staff 
giving program. They 
provide support and en-
couragement for faculty 

and staff to donate. 
“The campaign for fac-

ulty and staff is usually 
held in the fall, but staff 
are encouraged to sup-
port philanthropy efforts 
throughout the year,” said 
Joni Troester, the director 
for human resources ser-
vices and a We Are Phil 
faculty and staff co-head. 
“The number of people who 
are donating each year in-
creases, which just shows 
how committed people are 
to giving to the University 
of Iowa and supporting the 
University of Iowa.”

Students have benefited 
from philanthropy as well. 

Privately funded schol-
arships went to 2,587 stu-
dents last year. The Stu-
dent Philanthropy Group 
was launched in 2007 and 
currently has 30 members. 

Anthony Lehnertz, a UI 
student and the president 
of the Student Philanthro-
py Group, said he has seen 
definite signs that aware-

ness has grown in the stu-
dent population.

“I actually do believe 
there is an increase,” he 
said. “For starters, one 
easy way to tell is our 
Student Philanthropy 
Group has doubled in size 
since I’ve been involved. It 
seems that a lot more peo-
ple know what Phil Day is, 
and it’s really good to see.”

However, the effect of 
growing philanthropic 
awareness on campus may 
take more time to reap.

“One thing that’s kind 
of tough with awareness of 
philanthropy is we proba-
bly won’t see a huge impact 
until five or 10 years down 
the line when students 
that are becoming aware 
today have the monetary 
ability to give back to the 
University of Iowa,” Leh-
nertz said. “I think we’re 
going to see an increase in 
philanthropy support, as 
state appropriations con-
tinue to decrease.”

Phil’s Day
The University of Iowa community celebrates the 
fourth-annual Phil’s Day today. O�cials created 
the annual day to help the community recognize 
philanthropic contributions to the UI campus.

The University of Iowa has a $1.7 
billion fundraising goal by December 
2016 in the UI Foundation’s For Iowa, 
Forever More campaign.

More than $1.458 billion has been 
raised toward the UI Foundation’s 
$1.7 billion goal for the For Iowa, 
Forever More campaign.

Roughly 180,000 donors 
have contributed to the 
$1.458 billion raised toward 
in UI campaign.

SOURCE: UI FOUNDATION
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OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

VOICES OF PHILANTHROPY

Private support has 
made my experience at 
the University of Iowa 
possible, in ways too 
numerable to mention. 
Philanthropy has touched 
nearly ev-
ery sig-
n i f i c a n t 
moment in 
my time 
at Iowa — 
but I will 
limit this 
to a couple 
of my most 
p r o f o u n d 
i n t e r a c -
tions with Phil.

Last summer, I worked 
at the UI Foundation 
for 10 weeks as a devel-
opment intern. Going 
into this experience, I 
thought it was going to 
be a nice summer job. I 
thought of philanthropy 
as important but exclu-
sive — something only 
rich people could pos-
sibly ever have the re-
sources to participate in. 
I left the experience with 
my heart changed.

Through my intern-
ship, I had the opportu-
nity to work closely with 
and learn from a men-
tor who raises funds for 
the Holden Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center at 
the University of Iowa. 
I found fantastic friend-
ships with my fellow 
interns and made con-
nections with other in-
credible people — specif-
ically, employees at the 
foundation and generous 
donors to the UI.

The internship helped 
me discover a passion for 
nonprofit work, not only 
in myself but also in the 
donors I had the pleasure 
of working with. Many 
people — from a wide 
range of backgrounds 
and with varying levels 
of wealth — give gener-
ously to the UI programs 
they care about, and each 
person or family has 
their own inspiration for 
giving back. Their gen-
erosity inspired me. The 
desire I once had for a 
career focused on power 
and prestige was gone, 
replaced by a drive to do 

meaningful work for pro-
grams people care about. 
By the end of last sum-
mer, I felt increasingly 
called to a career in art 
museum administration 
— a career that will give 
me the ability to work 
closely with donors and 
experience beautiful 
works of art every day.

This semester I am 
taking a course called 
the Art Museum: The-
ory and Practice. This 
unique art history class 
combines both tradi-
tional coursework in the 
history and theory of art 
museums with a lab fa-
cilitated by the UI Muse-
um of Art. Through this 
class, we have worked 
with the museum on spe-
cial projects for the ex-
hibition From the Grand 
Tour to American Pop: 
Learning with the Alden 
Lowell Doud Collection. 
Not only was the collec-
tion given to the museum 
by a private collector, the 
course is also supported 
by other generous phil-
anthropic contributions 
to the museum. Through 
classroom instruction 
and hands-on learning 
with an interesting and 
important collection of 
art, this class has been 
tremendously enrich-
ing preparation for my 
career — and it was all 
made possible by Phil.

I have received a su-
perb education at Iowa, 
and now I understand 
that philanthropy 
played a critical role 
in making it all possi-
ble. I wanted to take a 
moment, because Phil’s 
Day is today to encour-
age fellow UI students 
to take a moment to ap-
preciate Phil. I encour-
age you to reflect on the 
ways Phil has enhanced 
your experience and to 
express your gratitude 
to the wonderful people 
who are Phil to the UI.

Have a great Phil’s 
Day.

Morgan Brittain
Class of 2016

Vice President-Elect, UISG
President, S.T.A.T.
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According to a Daily Iowan article pub-
lished on Wednesday, Regent and Univer-
sity of Iowa alumnus Robert Downer has 

reached the end of his term. Along with Downer, 
Regent Hannah Walsh — a UI student represen-
tative — will also end her term on the board.

With the departure of Downer and Walsh, the 
state Board of Regents will be losing two members 
with the closest ties to Iowa City and the UI.

In the reflection piece published by the DI, 
Downer said, “I always say that I’m neutral 
except for four hours every fall.” Of course, 
Downer was referring to the Iowa-Iowa State 
football game.

Jokes aside, however, Downer’s comments may 
come as a relief to some who view his departure as 
a step back for the UI. 

Conversely, many have reason to be concerned.
Despite most regents trying to remain unbiased 

in their thoughts about given isues, it is human 
nature and the nature of politics that this is not 
always the case. The loss of two individuals with 
strong ties to the UI could very well prove det-
rimental to the university. Because Gov. Terry 
Branstad’s nominated new regents were approved 
earlier this month, there will be no Iowa City res-
idents on the board.

What makes this whole scenario worse, howev-
er, is the introduction of the new funding proposal 
that would base 60 percent of funding on in-state 
undergraduate student enrollment.

According to the latest regents’ statistics, the 
UI is the institution with the highest degree of 
state funding — an honor that the school and its 
students do not take lightly.

But with 54 percent of the undergraduate pop-
ulation at the UI considered residents, it has the 
lowest percentage of resident students of the three 
major universities. The university would be faced 
with the complications associated with losing this 
funding and that, argues Walsh, is problematic.

Walsh, after voting in favor of the funding pro-
posal last year, has since come to regret her deci-
sion, poignantly saying, “We cannot tear down one 
university to build up two.”

She elaborated, admitting that as a regent, one 
tries hard to represent all students regardless of 
university. But the simple fact of the matter is 
that it’s nearly impossible to do so.

Furthermore, there will be only one registered 
Democrat on the board — further increasing the 
potential for one-sided votes.

The DI Editorial Board believes the choices of 
the governor will likely do great things for the re-
gents and for the state. However, the new mem-
bers and the rest of the regents will have to be ex-
tremely cautious in their decisions to ensure that 
all state universities are represented equally.

We fear that without a member of the Iowa 
City community on the board, biased proposals 
may be passed, and the UI may feel the brunt of 
these issues.

EDITORIAL

Philanthropy 
provides

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media organization that 
provides fair and accurate coverage of events and issues pertaining to the 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of Iowa.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be sent via email to 
daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com (as text, not as attachments). Each letter must 
be signed and include an address and phone number for verification. Letters 
should not exceed 300 words. The DI will publish only one letter per author per 
month. Letters will be chosen for publication by the editors according to space 
considerations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please. 
 
GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must be arranged 
with the Opinions editor at least three days prior to the desired date of 
publication. Guest opinions are selected in accordance with word length, 
subject relevance, and space considerations. 
 
READER COMMENTS that may appear below were originally 
posted on dailyiowan.com in response to published material. They will be 
chosen for print publication when they are deemed to be well-written and 
to forward public discussion. They may be edited for length and style.

EDITORIAL POLICY

STAFF
JORDYN REILAND  Editor-in-Chief 

TESSA HURSH & DORA GROTE Managing Editors
NICK HASSETT  Opinions Editor

 MARCUS BROWN, JACOB PRALL, JOE LANE, KEITH EVANSON
Editorial writers 

  PAUL OSGERBY, MARCUS BROWN, JOE LANE,  JACOB PRALL, 
CHRISTOPHER CERVANTES, MICHAEL KOROBOV,   KEITH 

EVANSON, ERIN MANFULL,  CHRIS CLEGG, HANNAH SOYER 
Columnists 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not  the opinion 
of the Publisher, Student Publications Inc.,or the University of Iowa. 

OPINIONS, COMMENTARIES, COLUMNS, and EDITORIAL 
CARTOONS reflect the opinions of the authors and are not necessarily

those of the Editorial Board.

Regents now need to 
proceed with caution

I remember seeing 
the black-and-gold 
“PHIL WAS HERE” 
signs for the first time 
when I was a freshman, 
walking across the 
Pentacrest. Back then, 
I did not 
know it 
was Phil’s 
Day, who 
Phil was, 
or where 
Phil had 
b e e n . 
T h r e e 
years lat-
er, as I 
sit typing this piece in 
a beautiful university 
building made possible 
by private support, and 
as we anticipate the 
fourth-annual Phil’s 
Day event all over our 
campus, I can’t help but 
look around and think, 
“Phil is right here.”

Phil is here in the 

buildings, the scholar-
ships, helping facul-
ty, and so much more. 
Phil is a fire burning 
in the hearts of UI stu-
dents such as  me who 
are proud to call them-
selves Hawkeyes. I 
have had the outstand-
ing opportunity to be 
part of the largest stu-
dent philanthropic or-
ganization on campus 
— the University of Io-
wa Dance Marathon — 
and this year I served 
as the executive direc-
tor of the organization. 
This experience has 
changed my outlook on 
philanthropy forever.

It is difficult to de-
scribe what it is like 
to be a part of a group 
of thousands of col-
lege students coming 
together on behalf of 
a cause that they care 
deeply about. Students 

who work tirelessly in 
order to help better the 
lives of kids and fami-
lies fighting pediatric 
cancer right here in our 
community. Students 
who give of their time 
and talents to raise 
millions of dollars. Stu-
dents who, by dancing 
for 24 hours, provide 
emotional support that 
lets these kids and 
families know that they 
are not alone. Students 
who have made a $5 
million commitment to 
support the UI Chil-
dren’s Hospital to make 
an impact on their cam-
pus, and in the lives of 
these families, for ma-
ny years to come.

All of these accom-
plishments that UI 
students are proud to 
claim are possible be-
cause of the private 
support that we our-

selves have received 
— whether through 
scholarships, beautiful 
and modern buildings 
to meet and learn in, 
or support for the fac-
ulty that helps us every 
step of the way.

 I have truly seen 
philanthropy come full 
circle in my college ex-
perience. To be both the 
beneficiary as well as 
the benefactor of philan-
thropic support is a re-
markable thing. Private 
support at the UI has 
started a chain reaction. 
I am honored to continue 
this chain reaction, and I 
am confident that I will 
be able to because of the 
foundation that I have 
built as a Hawkeye.

Happy Phil’s Day.

Erin Larsen 
Class of 2015, Leisure Studies

2015 Executive Director, UI Dance Marathon

Philanthropy is right here on campus
VOICES OF PHILANTHROPY

We’re hearing more 
and more about the 
“sharing economy” 
these days. It’s great 
to see so 
many in-
novations 
b a s e d 
on coop-
e r a t i o n , 
p e e r - t o -
peer ex-
c h a n g e s , 
and the 
potential 
of mobile 
technology, wheth-
er it’s crowd-fund-
ing, websites such as 
Airbnb, or the new 
bike-sharing program 
we’ll start at the UI 
next fall. But those of 
us involved in philan-
thropy know that the 
“sharing economy” is 
an idea that’s been 
with us for a very long 
time. Sharing our re-
sources with the in-
stitutions and organi-

zations we care about 
and believe in so that 
we can make a better 
world is what philan-
thropy is all about.

Phil’s Day is today 
— the day we set aside 
each year to celebrate 
and thank those who 
have helped you, our 
students, make your 
UI experience remark-
able through their 
sharing, and it’s a day 
to reflect on the impor-
tance of philanthropy 
in your own life.

As a student, you ben-
efit from philanthropy 
every day. When you 
learn in classrooms and 
libraries with the lat-
est technology, much of 
it has been made possi-
ble through donations. 
When you conduct re-
search with one of our 
world-renowned pro-
fessors, that lab you’re 
working in and that 
named professorship 

your mentor holds have 
most likely been made 
possible by generous 
contributors. If you have 
a scholarship, a private 
donor probably fund-
ed it. And when you’re 
cheering the Hawkeyes, 
you’re in the midst of ex-
citement made possible 
by generous contributors 
who are also fellow fans.

As students, you are 
an important part of 
UI philanthropy, and 
that’s what Phil’s Day 
is all about. I encour-
age you to make time 
today to stop by the 
Pentacrest or one of a 
dozen other locations 
across campus from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. and sign a 
thank-you postcard to 
a donor. Attend this 
year’s “Life with Phil” 
talk this afternoon at 
1:30 p.m. in the IMU 
Second-Floor Ballroom 
and be inspired by 
business leader and vi-

sionary philanthropist 
Jerre Stead. And don’t 
forget to proudly wear 
your “I Am Phil” stick-
er all day — you just 
might win a prize.

One of the secrets 
of philanthropy is 
that sharing spreads 
— and actually in-
creases — not only 
resources but hap-
piness. A Buddhist 
sutra says, “Thou-
sands of candles can 
be lit from a single 
candle, and the life 
of the candle will not 
be shortened. Happi-
ness never decreas-
es by being shared.” 
When we share, we 
only increase good. I 
look forward to cele-
brating our culture of 
sharing with you on 
Phil’s Day.

S ally Mason
President

University of Iowa

Celebrate philanthropy at the UI
VOICES OF PHILANTHROPY

Larsen
something

Mason
president

Brittain
UI junior
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Après aims to be unique
By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu 

Each week, The Daily Io-
wan will provide an in-depth 
look at a local business.

Iowa City residents and 
other locals who take their 
dogs to Thornberry Park 
will soon be able to walk 
over to a new restaurant 
and grab food and drinks.

Après, 1010 Martin 
Street, will be a wine bar 
and bistro in which cus-
tomers can expect a vari-
ety of different menu items 
after it opens in late spring. 

Après, meaning “after” 
in French, is slang for hap-
py hour. Bistro means “a 
small, modest restaurant.”

In Iowa City, both mean-
ings will combine and 
form the first commercial 
business located in the 
Peninsula neighborhood. 
The neighborhood is lo-
cated just off of Dubuque 
Street and Foster Road.

“To be a destination 
spot, we’re going to need to 
pull people in from outside 
of the neighborhood,” Em-
mett Carmichael, the own-
er of Après, said. “The way 
to do that is to provide the 
consumers something they 
can’t get anywhere else.”

One unique feature to 
the bistro atmosphere 
is Après’ full kitchen, in 
which the staff can pre-
pare meals with nearly all 
new kitchen equipment.

“We want to be unique 
with our dishes, but we 
also want to make sure 
people aren’t intimidated 
when they’re ordering their 
food,” Carmichael said.

“Comfort food” is how 
Carmichael describes the 
menu put together by 
himself, executive chef Mi-
chael Rohr, and others.

“It can almost be intim-
idating when you look at 
some menu items, like ‘I 
don’t know what that is 

and I don’t know if I’m 
going to like it,’ ” he said. 
“Whereas if you look at 
our menu, you look at it 
and say ‘Oh, I recognize 
mac & cheese. I like mac 
and cheese. Oh it’s got lob-
ster in it; I like that too.’ ”

In addition to the vari-
ety of wine imported from 
around the world, there will 
be a full alcohol menu with 
one of Carmichael’s favorite 
drinks featured: Scotch.

Inside, he describes his 
first restaurant to be casu-
al yet with a clean look.

A bar seating 13 people 
sits in the center of the 
restaurant with tables sur-
rounding it. A planned out-
door patio will seat around 
30 more customers. 

Upstairs, two balcony 
tables will overlook the 
main dining area, and one 
large party room is de-
signed for seating.

Jake Smith, a subcon-
tractor for Randy’s Car-
pets & Interiors, had 
worked on the project for 
less than a week when he 
oversaw the installation of 
the vinyl plank floors.

“[The flooring] is good 
for the bar,” he said. “It’ll 
stand up to abuse — it’ll 
take chairs, drinks, people, 
and everything else.”

Steve Stewart, project 
supervisor, said the rest 
of construction and de-
sign should be finished in 
four to five weeks. 

He said all project staff 
have left to do is the fin-
ishing touches, such as 
cleaning up and putting 
the bar in. With his ex-
perience of previous proj-
ects in the area, Stewart 
said he sees the restau-
rant to be a place locals 
will appreciate. 

“People have put a 
lot of effort to making it 
nice,” he said. “[I think 
it will be] a place they’ll 
come to all the time and 
keep coming back to.”

Carmichael expects to 
offer Swiss cheese fondue 
and other fondue items on 
the menu down the road. 
He also wants to sell cav-
iar by the tin, as well as 
serving it in dishes.

The planning and de-
signing process started in 
January for Carmichael, 
but he said he wouldn’t 
change a thing.

“Because we are in this 
secluded area, I think the 
neighborhood is going to 
be really supportive with 
it,” he said. “I want to see 
a lot of local people and 
familiar faces.”

Finishing touches are being done, like light fixtures, on building that will house Après 
in the Peninsula district on Wednesday. Owner Emmett Carmichael describes the 
space as modern, industrial, and a little glamorous. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)
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2016 IOWA CAUCUSES

Christie eyes return 
to Iowa in June
By BRENT GRIFFITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

After more than three 
months away from the home 
of the first-in-the-nation 
c a u c u s e s , 
New Jersey 
Gov. Chris 
Christie will 
return to 
Iowa for a 
county GOP 
fundraiser. 

The hi-
atus was 
not a cause 
for concern 
among some state polit-
ical hands.

“I’m not reading too 
much into a candidate’s 
travel schedule at this 
point,” former state GOP 
Chairman Matt Strawn 
said before Wednesday’s 
announcement of the trip.

More troubling in the eyes 
of someone who has studied 
the caucuses and Christie 
is the early competition for 
money and activists. The 
combination of the two is 
vital to contesting for the 
nomination, Rutgers Profes-
sor David Redlawsk said.

“I wouldn’t count him out, 
but the issue is a lot of ac-
tivists and money people are 
locking up with other candi-
dates,” said Redlawsk, a pro-
fessor of political science at 
Eagleton Institute of Politics 
at Rutgers University.

Strawn also pointed 
out the presence of Phil 
Valenziano, a former Iowa 
House clerk, and Kevin 
Poindexter the Republi-
can National Committee’s 
state political director for 
the 2014 midterms.

“You don’t surround your-

self with Iowa experience 
to just have them set at a 
desk and not do anything,” 
Strawn said.

The Polk County Repub-
lican Party will host the 
two-term governor for its 
Spring Dinner in June. 

The event was something 
the party was working to-
ward for a while. The party 
is eager to host Christie, 
who the chairman praised 
as someone who has dis-
played “bold leadership” in 
a tough environment.

“He talks without hav-
ing to use a lot of political 
jargon or working around 
the issue,” Chairman Will 
Rogers said.

The trek will mark Chris-
tie’s fifth trip to the state 
this year, the first since his 
March appearance at the 
multi-candidate Iowa Agri-
culture Summit.

The governor missed last 
weekend’s Iowa Faith and 
Freedom Coalition Faith 
Forum and is not yet among 
the confirmed 10 candi-
dates and hopefuls slated 
for the Iowa Republican 
Party’s Lincoln Day Dinner. 

Uncertainty has been be-
hind some of Christie’s lat-
est struggles.

The latest timeline is a 
far cry from where Christie 
once stood. Donors begged 
the 52-year-old governor to 
enter the 2012 presidential 
cycle. He declined. 

Despite the decision, 
months later, the governor 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the GOP’s 2012 
convention in Tampa.

When Hurricane San-
dy pounded New Jersey 
and the Eastern Seaboard, 
Christie was lauded for his 

administration’s response. 
He reached his apex shortly 
thereafter. Christie secured 
re-election with 60 percent 
of the vote in the presiden-
tially blue garden state.

Along came “Bridgegate,” 
named for the politically 
motivated retribution sur-
rounding traffic on George 
Washington Bridge. Christie 
has denied knowledge of the 
decision, but a number of 
aides were fired or resigned 
after stories surrounding 
lane closings dominated na-
tional news coverage.

“He was riding extreme-
ly high which gave him a 
lot of credibility national-
ly,” Redlawsk said. “When 
the scandal hit, it real-
ly knocked him down in 
terms of public opinion.”

During his time away from 
Iowa, Christie has expanded 
efforts in New Hampshire, 
home of the country’s first 
primary. Redlawsk said it ap-
pears that may be the gover-
nor’s strategy, which would fit 
with the Granite State’s busi-
nesses conservatives and lib-
ertarians — the former could 
view the more moderate gov-
ernor more favorably.

“He has some issues with 
Iowa Republicans as he is 
not viewed as positively by 
evangelicals and folks on 
the right side of the party,” 
Redlawsk said.

The best thing that can 
happen to Christie, Redlawsk 
said, is for investigations sur-
rounding the scandal to end. 
Though the issue returned to 
the news on Wednesday with 
Bloomberg reporting that a 
former ally will plead guilty 
to charges in federal court. 
Christie said he is “not the 
least bit concerned.”

Christie
New Jersey governor
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County picks OPN for ambulance facility
By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

After three one-hour long 
interviews, the Johnson 
County Board of Supervi-
sors chose OPN Architec-
ture as the contractor for 
the county’s $3.4 million 
medical examiner and am-
bulance building.

The Cedar Rapids-based 
company on Wednesday won 
over Carlson Design Team 
and Rohrbach Associates.

The choice to go with 
OPN was not unanimous, 
with several supervisors 
and members of the Space 
Needs Committee — the 
committee tasked with 
whittling down the initial 
10 applicants to only three 
— having various favorites.

 “To me it seemed clear 
that OPN had done a lot 
of homework in regards to 
how much space we have, 
how much money we have 
to spend, where the flood-

plain is,” Supervisor Rod 
Sullivan said.

Supervisor Terrence 
Neuzil agreed and said 
while OPN wasn’t his first 
choice, it was clear it had 
done much research.

“OPN was actually not 
my first choice, but after 
getting comments from 
our facilities management 
as well as our ambulance 
team, they convinced me 
it was the choice to go 
with,” Neuzil said.

While several in the 
committee, including Fa-
cilities Manager Eldon 
Slaughter, agreed OPN 
was their first choice, as-
sistant planner Josh Bu-
sard voiced concern about 
how OPN’s larger size 
could affect how dedicat-
ed it was to the project 
and favored Rohrbach.

“I felt [Rohrbach] de-
livered the best client 
involvement,” he said. 
“They’re small enough that 

this project is important 
to them but big enough to 
have experience.”

During the interviews, 
the supervisors asked 
the firms about how they 
would deal with LEED 
certification, a non-flexi-
ble budget, timelines, and 
the county’s involvement 
with the project, which 
Supervisor Janelle Rettig 
said was vital.

“Are you going to be flex-
ible enough to work with 
us on what we need, or are 
you going to listen to us 
once and just give us the 
cookie cutter?” she said.

LEED certification was 
a point discussed heavily 
in the interviews, with 
the supervisors inter-
ested in continuing the 
LEED certification trend 
all their most recent 
buildings have had.

Dwight Schumm, prin-
cipal manager for De-
sign Engineers, part of 

the OPN team, said they 
view sustainability and 
LEED certification as 
something that must be 
a long-term solution.

“If you can’t sustain 
the operation of a sys-
tem because it’s too new, 
or complicated, then it’s 
not really sustainable,” 
Schumm said.

The supervisors also dis-
cussed whether the build-
ing’s construction would be 

phased or all at once. 
Simply leveling the 

building, OPN said, would 
be easier and quicker, but 
it would require reloca-
tion of the services cur-
rently in the building, 
while phasing would al-
low work to continue but 
would take longer.

Sullivan said they would 
look at the cost and time 
estimates between the two 
plans once things were 

more finalized, and make a 
decision then.

The supervisors hope to 
award the contract in mid 
to late December 2015 so 
they can have the finalized 
cost in the budget before 
the budget cycle is up.

If everything stays on 
course, the estimated time 
to completion is 10 months 
to a year, with the building 
being finished sometime in 
December 2016.

Michael Mothershed performs a routine bag check on March 7, 2013 in the Johnson County Ambulance Service facility. Mother-
shed has worked as a paramedic for 13 years and has been with county service for eight years. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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Officials mull texting/driving proposal
By ALYSSA GUZMAN
alyssa-guzman@uiowa.edu

Iowa legislators seek to 
turn texting and driving 
into a primary offense — 
even though it could be a 
difficult infraction to prove. 
Forty-five states ban text 
messaging for all drivers, 
but Iowa is not one of them.

But the local officials say 
it would be a good tool to 
keep Iowans safe. 

“I am a little surprised 
that it has taken this long, 
because obviously, texting 
and driving is an issue,” 
Iowa City police Sgt. Scott 
Gaarde said. “If it does be-
come a primary offense, I 

certainly think it would be 
another tool to assist in not 
only pedestrian and bike 
safety but also motor vehi-
cle operating safety.”

Gaarde said if this does 
become a primary offense 
in Iowa, it would result in 
more citations.

Because the bill is 
still waiting approval in 
the House, Gaarde said 
there have been a few 
citations in Iowa, but 
they’re a rarity because 
texting and driving has 
always been a secondary 
offense, meaning officers 
cannot pull drivers over 
for texting and driving. 
Officers can only issue 

these citations after the 
driver has been pulled 
over for a different traf-
fic offense.

Several states, includ-
ing California, have la-
beled texting and driving 
as a primary offense for 
several years now.  

The law went into effect 
in California on Jan. 1, 2009. 

Chris Cothran, an offi-
cial in the California Of-
fice of Traffic Safety, said 
he’s surprised it has tak-
en other states so long to 
jump on board.

“It’s been evident to the 
traffic-safety world that 
use of mobile devices has 
increased the amount of 

distracted driving and 
increased the number of 
crashes,” Cothran said. 
“There’s no real good rea-
son to refute [the law.]”

But it could be a difficult 
offense to prove.

Adam Pollack, an Io-
wa City criminal lawyer, 
said he believes a case 
concerning texting while 
driving would be difficult 
to hold up in court.

“I mean, they would have 
to prove the person was ac-
tually texting,” he said.

In order to gain that 
proof, officers would have 
to search the suspect’s 
phone,which would require 
obtaining a search warrant.

“It would be very difficult 
to prove beyond a reason-
able doubt,” Pollock said.

But Cothran said that 
since the law has come 
into effect, the number 
of people using their cell 
phones while driving has 
gone down. 

The number of people 
in California who used 
cell phones while driving 
peaked in 2012, with 12 
percent of drivers using 
their cell phones.

Now, that number is 
just under 7 percent. 

Cothran said texting 
is a more common meth-
od of communication for 
younger people. 

According to a website 
about texting and driving 
safety, 13 percent of driv-
ers ages 18 to 20 involved 
in car crashes admitted to 
texting or talking on their 
cell phones during the 
time of the crash. Addi-
tionally, 34 percent of 18- 
to 20-year-olds said they 
have texted while driving. 

Cothran also said he 
believes the number of 
convictions for texting 
and driving has gone up 
because of police officers’ 
increased awareness.

“Now that they’ve been 
doing it for several years, 
police officers are getting 
better at seeing it,” he said. 

Orioles cruise in 
fan-less game

By TODD KARPOVICH
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The 
cheers from the small group 
of Orioles fans gathered 
outside the locked gates 
beyond center field echoed 
throughout an empty Cam-
den Yards every time the 
home team scored a run.

There was no roar of the 
crowd inside the ballpark 
on this surreal day.

In what was believed to 
be the first major league 
game played without fans 
in attendance, Chris Davis 
hit a 3-run homer in a 6-run 
first inning Wednesday, and 
the Baltimore Orioles beat 
the Chicago White Sox, 8-2.

“It was kind of like in-
structional league, Gulf 
Coast League, Arizona 

League,” Orioles manag-
er Buck Showalter said 
of the lack of fans.

The game was closed 
to fans out of concern for 
their safety following 
recent rioting in Balti-
more after Freddie Gray, 
a 25-year-old black man, 
died in police custody.

The unusual decision to 
play the game was made 
because it was the best 
time to fill out the sched-
ule for both teams.

In a crisp two hours, 
three minutes, Baltimore 
won its third straight 
since snapping a five-
game losing streak.

“It was just a surreal 
environment,” White Sox 
manager Robin Ventura 
said. “I really don’t think 
we want to play in another 

one like this. I don’t think 
they do, either.”

Ubaldo Jimenez (2-1) 
continued his rebound 
from last season’s strug-
gles, allowing 2 runs — 1 
earned — on 3 hits with 
6 strikeouts and just 1 
walk over seven innings. 
Manny Machado hit his 
fourth home run among 
his 3 hits, and Caleb Jo-
seph had a pair of RBIs.

“We all know everything 
the city is going through,” 
Jimenez said. “So that’s 
something you put in your 
mind, you have to go out 
there and do something that 
would be good for the fans.”

White Sox right-hander 
Jeff Samardzija (1-2) al-
lowed a season-high 8 runs 
— seven earned — on 10 
hits, including two hom-

ers, over just five innings. 
Entering the game, he had 
not allowed a run over his 
previous 10 innings.

The Orioles batted 
around against Samardzi-
ja in the first. With the 
bases loaded, Adam Jones 

hit a sacrifice fly, and Davis 
followed with a 3-run ho-
mer that landed on a near-
ly empty Eutaw Street. A 
double by Everth Cabre-
ra and a single by Joseph 
rounded out the scoring.

Samardzija continued to 

labor, allowing another RBI 
single to Joseph in the third.

“It had a little spring train-
ing feel to it,” Samardzija 
said about the atmosphere. 
“It was a good lineup. They 
jumped on me in the first, 
and that was that.”

Baltimore’a Ubaldo Jimenez pitches against the White Sox in the first inning of a game without fans on Wednesday in 
Baltimore. Because of security concerns, the game was closed to the public. (Associated Press/Gail Burton)
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By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

It’s here.
By the time former 

Hawkeye star lineman 
Brandon Scherff wakes 
up Friday morning, he 
will be a member of an 
NFL roster, the first step 
in what has the potential 
to be a very long and very 
fruitful career playing 
professional football.

Barring a miracle, 
Scherff will be taken in 
the first round of Thurs-
day evening’s NFL draft 
in Chicago, and he has 
a real possibility to walk 
across the stage as one of 
the first 10 picks at the 
Auditorium Theater.

However, not surpris-
ingly to those who know 
the 6-5, 319 Denison, Iowa, 
native, he’s not thinking 
about any of that; he is en-
joying things step by step.

“It’s been fun,” he said. 
“You can’t really think 
about that like that. Each 
team that comes in, you 
have to have your full at-
tention toward them and 
try to improve no matter 
who they are. You just 
have to show them you’re 
willing to do what they 
want you to. You can’t lis-
ten to that noise.”

Some of the noise sur-
rounding Scherff is what 
position he will play once 
he gets to the next level. 
Although he spent the last 
two seasons of his time in 
Iowa City at left tackle, 
some scouts and analysts 
think he’s better suited to 
play guard because of his 
frame and skills.

They’re probably right 
— there weren’t many 
chinks in his armor ex-
posed during his time at 
Iowa, but that won’t be 
the case when playing 
against an NFL defense.

Occasionally, Scherff 
struggled in pass pro-
tection and getting beat 

on the edge by a defen-
sive end or linebacker. 
Whether it was turning 
his hips too soon and 
opening the gate to the 
quarterback or simply 
not being quick enough 
to set the edge, NFL de-
fenses will find ways to 
exploit that, which is 
why guard is likely going 
to be the better option.

Playing on the inside 
relieves some of the pres-

sures in that area and 
gives Scherff the oppor-
tunity to use his freak 
strength to his advan-
tage. That’s not to say it’ll 
be that way for Scherff ’s 
entire career — he could 
develop those skills and 
eventually move based 
on the team he plays for 
— at the beginning of his 
career, the inside simply 
is a better fit than play-
ing as an NFL tackle.

“Scherff is athletic 
enough to remain outside 
at tackle, but his build 
and physicality could 
be even more effective 
inside at guard,” wrote 
cbssports.com’s Dane 
Brugler and Rob Rang. 
“Regardless of where 
along the offensive line 
his NFL teams asks him 
to play, Scherff boasts the 
talent and toughness to 
stand out immediately.”

On where Scherff would 
prefer to play, he told 
members of the media fol-
lowing his Pro Day that 
he has told teams he’s 
indifferent and will play 
wherever he is needed.

“That’s the way to an-
swer that [question],” 
Scherff said, half joking.

But position can be 
worried about once 
Scherff ’s contract is 
signed and camp be-

gins. Today is about 
taking that next step 
and shaking Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell’s 
hand in Chicago.

Even if Chicago isn’t 
the place Scherff would 
like to be.

“My agent told me I 
should be there,” Scherff 
said. “… I was trying 
to go fishing, but [my 
agent] wasn’t budging 
with that.”

Scherff’s moment

Iowa offensive lineman Brandon Scherff runs the ball in an attempt to score a touchdown for an Iowa win in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 28, 2014. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

2015 NFL DRAFT

DI Mock Draft
What the DI expects for Thursday’s NFL Draft:

1.  Tampa Bay 
Jameis Winston, QB, Florida State
This one’s a no-brainer. Winston is 
staying in the Sunshine State.

2. Tennessee
Marcus Mariota, QB, Oregon
We’re not allowing trades in this mock 
draft, but Mariota goes here no matter 
who has the pick.

3. Jacksonville
Leonard Williams, DE, Southern California
For a team as in need as the Jaguars, go 
with the best defender available. 

4. Oakland
Amari Cooper, WR, Alabama
A true playmaker, Cooper gives 
quarterback Derek Carr options in 
the air.

5. Washington
Dante Fowler, OLB, Florida
Wouldn’t be surprised to see Jackson-
ville take Fowler and Washington take 
Williams here.

6. New York Jets
Vic Beasley, OLB, Clemson
Lots of strong front-seven defenders 
in this draft class. Beasley will do well 
wherever he goes.

7. Chicago
Danny Shelton, NT, Washington
The Bears could take any defender, and 
he’ll likely be the best defender on the 
team by year’s end.

8. Atlanta
Bud Dupree, OLB, Kentucky
After Shane Ray and Randy Gregory’s 
off-field issues, Dupree is the next-safest 
pick.

9. New York Giants
Brandon Scherff, OL, Iowa
Don’t be surprised if the best offensive 
lineman in the draft goes earlier than 
this. 

10. St. Louis
Andrus Peat, OL, Stanford
Peat is the second-best lineman in the 
draft and could go higher if Scherff 
starts the train earlier.

NFL brings new challenges
By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

The NFL brings on a new 
set of challenges for college 
players — some physical, 
some financial, some men-
tal. This means anything 
from playing an effective 
role on a roster to simply 
surviving a season to realiz-
ing the league isn’t like col-
lege — it’s a business.

That means no more safe-
ty net, no more buffer. If a 
player doesn’t perform, he’s 
out of a job.

“We re-
ceive schol-
a r s h i p 
checks [in 
c o l l e g e ] ; 
that doesn’t 
matter if 
you’re play-
ing or not. 
If you’re on 
scholarship, 
you’re get-
ting scholarship check,” 
offensive line prospect An-
drew Donnal said. “They’re 
feeding us here, we have a 
certain bubble that we live 
in. In the NFL, it’s not so 
much like that.”

Donnal — along with other 
Hawkeyes, including Bran-
don Scherff, a potential top-10 

pick, Carl Davis, a first- to sec-
ond-rounder, perhaps along 
with Louis Trinca-Pasat and/
or Mark Weisman in the mid-
to-late rounds — are about 
to experience this firsthand, 
with the NFL draft beginning 
today serving 
as the start-
ing point.

After five 
years in 
Iowa City, 
they’ll leave 
the guar-
antees and 
comforts of 
scholarship 
life and in-
stead bank their future on ei-
ther performing or being cut.

Each has different be-
liefs on that notion. Davis, 
a defensive tackle, is ex-
cited about the opportuni-
ty and the chance to make 
money. “I have to take 
care of my Mom,” he said.

“I’m not going to worry 
about being cut or any-
thing like that,” Davis 
said. “I’m just going to try 
to worry about being the 
best Carl Davis, because 
at the end of the day, 
whether you get cut or 
stay with the team, you 
know you did your best.”

Davis’ future in the 

league looks good, just as 
Scherff ’s does. Make no 
mistake — if he performs 
the way he’s capable of, 
keeps his nose clean, and 
stays healthy, Scherff 
won’t have the slightest 
chance of being cut. But 
that doesn’t mean it won’t 
be an adjustment.

Scherff ’s high-school 
coach, Dave Wiebers, said 
last fall that one of the 
biggest factors in Scherff 
deciding to stay for his se-
nior season is because he 
liked Iowa’s 
t e a m - o r i -
ented at-
m o s p h e r e 
so much 
and was in 
no hurry to 
leave.

“ T h a t ’ s 
not just 
him; a lot 
of people 
have that 
issue,” Donnal said. “The 
NFL is so much more of a 
business than it is in col-
lege … ultimately in the 
NFL, you’re marketing 
yourself, you’re trying to 
get yourself out there.”

Of course, everyone on 
Iowa’s roster has compet-
ed for a job before, and 

there’s a good chance 
Scherff will find someone 
to fish and hunt with if he 
and Donnal fail to end up 
on the same roster.

But it the fact of the mat-
ter is that 
every player 
will have ad-
justments to 
make along 
the way.

T h e y ’ l l 
have to get 
used to col-
lege being 
over and a 
new set of 
challenges 
await and thus find the 
balance between enjoy-
ing that they’re playing 
football for a living, be-
ing a team player, but 
making sure they’re do-
ing enough on the indi-
vidual level to get their 
paychecks.

“That’s probably sin-
gle-handedly one of the 
biggest changes. It’s a 
business,” Donnal said. 
“It can be kind of cut-
throat when you get to 
the NFL, so that’s some-
thing we’ve all had to 
take in our minds and 
that we’re going to have 
to deal with.”

Donnal
offensive lineman

Davis
defensive lineman

Trinca-Pasat
defensive lineman

Weisman
fullback

Scherff’s career at Iowa

Dec. 11, 2014: Scherff given Outland Trophy, an award given annually to college football’s best interior lineman

Oct. 29, 2011: Scherff makes first career start at left guard as redshirt freshman in 22-21 loss to Minnesota in Minneapolis

Oct. 20, 2012: Scherff, a sophomore, suffers season-ending leg injury in 38-14 loss to Penn State in Kinnick Stadium

2013 season: Named second-team All-American by Football Writers Association of America, decides to forgo NFL draft and return to Iowa for senior season

Sept. 13, 2014: Scherff plays in loss to Iowa State after having knee scope on the Tuesday before the game

2014 postseason: Scherff named consensus first-team All-American
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By RYAN RODRIGUEZ 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

The Iowa baseball 
team is hot on the trails 
of its second-consecu-
tive 30-win season, with 
head coach Rick Heller’s 
unique style of baseball 
quickly producing results 
for the Black and Gold. 

A deeper look between 
the numbers reveals 
just why Heller Ball has 
been so successful for the 
Hawkeyes since his term 
as head coach began last 
season. 

On-base percentage 
— .365, 4th in Big Ten 
Conference  

Heller’s vision of an 
effective baseball team 
is one that borrows quite 
a bit from the Moneyball 
era Oakland Athletics 
under general manager 
Billy Beane.  

The Hawkeyes are a 
team predicated heav-
ily on team speed, par-
ticularly those 90-foot 
sprints in base paths. If 
Iowa batters get on base, 

there’s a good chance 
they’re already thinking 
about how that next bag 
is going to come. 

Luckily for Heller, his 
team is extremely apt 
at reaching safely.  The 
Hawks rank fourth in the 
conference in on-base per-
centage despite only rank-
ing seventh in total hits.  

It also helps that they 
have the third-lowest 
strikeout total of any team 
in the conference, and are 
the second-most plunked 
team in league play with 50 
hit batsmen in 42 games. 

Sacrifice flies — 18 (4nd 
in Big Ten); Sacrifice bunts 
— 29 (4th in Big Ten) 

The Hawkeyes are per-
haps the best team in the 
conference at manufactur-
ing offense in any situation. 

Shortstop Nick Roscetti 
and leftfielder Joel Book-
er each rank in the top 
10 in conference as far as 
total sacrifice bunts with 
six apiece, and senior cen-
ter-fielder Eric Toole is 
tied for third in individual 
sac flies with four each. 

Iowa is not, or at least 
has not been up until this 
point in the season, been a 
team capable of going in to 
any situation and smack-
ing the cover off of the ball, 
as evidenced by their rath-
er average hit totals.

However, they are great 
at getting guys on base, 
whatever it may take to 
do that, and moving them 
up 90 feet at a time. The 
Hawks have attempted 
more steal attempts (73) 
than every team in the 
conference besides Ohio 
State and Rutgers, and 
have converted 56 of them. 

Toole alone accounts for 
21 of those stolen bases. 

Intentional BB allowed — 
17 (1st in Big Ten)

Most people don’t consid-
er intentional walks to be a 
good barometer of a pitch-
ing staff that’s dealing 
from a position of strength, 
but for the Hawks, it’s all 
about strategy.  

Pitching coach Scott 
Brickman has encouraged 
his starters and bullpen 
alike to not be afraid to 

work around guys if at all 
possible, and the pitchers 
have heeded his advice.  

Even if it allows a run-
ner to safely reach first, 
Iowa has enough depth 
and experience in its in-
field that prevent the 
team from giving up easy 

bases and runs on errors 
and steal attempts. 

The Hawks own the sec-
ond-best fielding percent-
age in the Big Ten (.979), 
a scant .001 behind first-
place Nebraska. 

They’ve committed on-
ly 33 errors in 42 games 

— the best total in the 
league — as well as first 
in fewest steal attempts 
against with 15.  

Follow @ryanarod on 
Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Io-
wa baseball team.

Heller Ball takes Big Ten by storm
THE BOX SCORE

The Iowa baseball team has already surpassed its win total from last season.

Iowa head coach Rick Heller watches the Hawkeyes at Banks Field on May 7, 2014. The Hawkeyes defeated the Peacocks, 
8-3. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

For the Iowa softball 
team, full weeks of prac-
tice have been hard to 
come by this season.

The Hawkeyes have 
played six midweek games 
since Big Ten play start-
ed and have only had one 
full week of practice in 
that time period. Because 
of this, head coach Marla 
Looper is happy to finally 
have some time to work.

“When it’s not a rushed 
hurry to get ready for an 
opponent and then we 
play them and try to get 
ready for another oppo-
nent, you don’t get a lot 
of reps to do that,” Looper 
said. “That’s what a nice 
long week allows you to do 
— we don’t have to cram it 
all in one practice.”

More than anything, the 
ability to get more than 
one repetition of a certain 
drill is a major positive for 
Iowa. It’s something Loop-
er feels her team hasn’t 

had a lot of time to do this 
season and the extra reps 
are something that she 
sees as a major positive 
for the team.

The weekend series 
against Northwestern 
will be the Hawkeyes last 
regular-season games of 
the year and practicing 
at home all week is some-
thing that center fielder 
Sammi Gyerman says 
should help.

“It’s just so nice being 
on our field and having a 
whole week on our field 
and being able to be com-
fortable,” Gyerman said. 
“It’s going to be really nice.”

Being a northern 
school, Iowa faces some 
issues finding teams to 
play, which leads to the 
midweek games that cut 
practice times short.

They also have to play a 
majority of the front half 
of their schedule on the 
road, meaning that if they 
want to play any home 
games they have to be 
midweek ones.

To further complicate 
the issue, they have to 
make agreements with 
those same teams, which 
will sometimes involve 
hopping in a bus and go-
ing to play midweek games 
somewhere in the Midwest.

“It’s kind of the beast in 
the picture,” Looper said. 
“You look at a school like Ar-
izona State or a Florida or 
a school in the south or the 
west — they can play 90 per-
cent of their games at home.

“That’s a luxury whereas 
we play maybe 10 percent 
of our games at home. To us, 
that 10 percent is a luxury.”

Takeaways from Minnesota
Iowa had a rough go 

against the Golden Go-
phers, failing to plate 
a single run during the 
three-game series.

However, that was 
just one of Iowa’s issues 
during the game. Soph-
omore starting pitcher 
Shayla Starkenburg also 
struggled during the two 
games she pitched, giving 
up 17 earned runs in just 
eight innings pitched.

“The biggest thing I 
took away from the week-
end was that I just need 
to hit my spots more,” 
Starkenburg said. “I need 
to work more locations 
and just get the ball down 
into the zone so I can 
make the defense work.”

Not a lot of thievery
Dead last in the Big Ten 

in stolen base attempts, it’s 
no secret Iowa rarely makes 
a play for an extra bag.

They’ve attempted just 
21 steals this year, though 
they’ve been successful in 
the small sample size and 
have only been caught 
four times.

“If we had a little more 
speed — I’m talking milli-
seconds — we’d probably do 
it more often,” Looper said. 
“Unfortunately depending 
on the situation, if we get 
down in a game the last 
thing I want to do is get 
them thrown out after we 
finally get them on base.

Follow @JordyHan-
sen for news, updates and 
analysis about the Iowa 
softball team.

Iowa softball happy to 
have some practice time

NOTEBOOK

After a rough past four games, Iowa doesn’t play a 
midweek game this week.

Iowa left fielder Cheyenne Pratt and center fielder Sammi Gyerman chase 
down a fly ball during the Iowa-Iowa State game at Pearl Field on April 15. The 
Cyclones defeated the Hawkeyes, 5-4. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)



TOP LEFT: Iowa offensive lineman Brandon Scherff blocks Iowa State defensive end Dale Pierson in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 13, 2014. Iowa State defeated Iowa, 20-17. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke) TOP RIGHT: Iowa offensive lineman 
Brandon Scherff blocks Pitt defensive lineman Darryl Render at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh on Sept. 20, 2014. Iowa defeated Pitt, 24-20. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh) BOTTOM: Iowa offensive lineman Brandon Scherff engages with fans after 
the game at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh on Sept. 20, 2014. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)
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A MAN AMONG BOYSBRANDON SCHERFF

Iowa’s former offensive lineman

could go in the top ten. The DI’s

predictions and more inside. 10A.

DRAFT PREDICTIONS LOOKING BACK FOUR HAWKS TO FLY?

2015 NFL DRAFT

The DI sports staff ’s mock top-10 
picks are on page 10A. Turn inside 
to see where Scherff and other 
notable players will be drafted in 
Chicago tonight.

2015 NFL DRAFT COVERAGE
How, where, when the selections are made How to follow along with Daily Iowan Sports

Scherff had a historic career at Iowa, 
including an Outland Trophy and 
consensus All-American selection 
during his senior year. Turn inside to 
see what else Scherff accomplished.

Scherff won’t be the only Hawkeye 
taken in the NFL draft. Find out who 
else could go, and where, and what 
adjustments they’ll have to make in 
professional football.

The NFL draft is scheduled to begin tonight and run through Saturday in 
Chicago. You can watch the first round on ESPN at 7 p.m. Rounds two and 
three are scheduled for 6 p.m. on Friday.  
 
Rounds four through seven will commence beginning at 11 a.m. on Saturday. 
The draft will be held in the Auditorium Theater at Roosevelt University.

The DI will have coverage of the NFL draft in Friday ’s print edition, 
as well as all weekend long on dailyiowansports.com and on 
Twitter @dipregame and @DI_Sports_Desk .  Be sure to check May 
4’s print edition for full recap and analysis of the event, as well as 
where each Iowa player landed and what’s next in store for those 
former Hawkeyes.



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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By GRACE HAERR | grace-haerr@uiowa.edu
    
For the University of Iowa New Play Fes-

tival, the largest event of its kind in the 
United States, graduate students working 
toward M.F.A.s in theater are given five 
weeks to create, collaborate, rehearse, re-
write, and polish their plays.

The life of the New Play Festival has 
reached its “over the hill” marker with 
readings and new works having been pro-
duced for more than 40 years.

New Play Festival is a six-day event start-
ing on May 4, including four main stage 
productions — Faculty Portrait, Silo Tree, 
TRICH, and Below the Pacific — performed 
twice at 5:30 and 9 p.m. on their respective 
days. Readings will also be hosted each day 
at 2 p.m., with the plays Hunting BigFoot, 
Right, Binary Star, Boom Boom Town, Melo-
man (a music lover), and Cut & Run.

“The beauty of this festival is that there 
is still going to be development after 
these performances are displayed over the 
week,” said Ryan Oliveira, the playwright 
of Below the Pacific. 

Popular readings from New Play become 
main-stage productions for the following 
year’s festival, and some of the more suc-
cessful productions have risen to Broadway.

“It’s so exhilarating and so exhausting 
to go through this whole process,” Olivei-
ra said. “As a playwright, you get it from 
the designers, the director, the actors, 
the stage designer, the dramaturge, and 
it’s never enough time to get something 
completely off its feet.” 

These challenges, Oliveira said, are nec-
essary in the world of drama.

“Theater shouldn’t be safe; theater should 
be asking the tough questions,” he said. “I 
like to think of theater artists as magicians. 
I think we are here to conjure stories, and 
weave stories together, and make sense of 
the world in that way.” 

THEATER
Iowa New Play Festival

When: May 4-9: readings at 2 p.m., main stage at 5:30 and 9 p.m., 
roundtable discussions at 11 a.m.

Where: UI Theater Building
Admission: $5 for main stage, readings free. All events are free for UI 

students.



weekend events
Today 4.30

Friday 5.1

Saturday 5.2

Sunday 5.3

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Who Took Johnny
Iowa filmmakers reexamine an 
Iowa tragedy in enthralling and 
disturbing fashion. The case of 
missing Des Moines paper-
boy Johnny Gosch — the first 
incident in which a photo of a 
child appeared on the side of a 
milk carton — has been cold for 
30 years. But conspiracies, each 
crazier than the last, continue 
to orbit America’s most intrigu-
ing missing person’s case.
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Welcome to Night Vale
By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

If Iowa City is a quirky 
town, Night Vale puts it to 
shame. The popular pod-
cast “Welcome to Night 
Vale” describes a small 
town where everything 
strange is normal, and the 
normal is strange — and 
the creators of this creepy 
little community will be 
visiting the Englert The-
ater this weekend.

“Welcome to Night Vale,” 
written by Jeffrey Cranor 
and Joseph Fink, is a twice 
a month podcast styled as 
a community radio broad-
cast. While the regular 
episodes are only about 
30 minutes, featuring an 
update on the Night Vale 
community’s going-ons, 
the live shows are much 
longer than the normal 
episodes. However, being 
caught up on the episodes 
is not required to see a live 
show — including the May 
3 performance at the En-
glert, 221 E. Washington 
St., starting at 7 p.m.

Voice actor Cecil Bald-
win, who portrays the 
“Night Vale” radio host 
Cecil Palmer, said he had 
never expected the pod-
cast to gain the kind of 
success it has in the past 
few months.

“[We] are all kind of 
downtown New York the-
ater people, so if we have 
a project and maybe 500 
people see it, then we are 
doing really, really well,” he 
said. “There are still people 
even now who are just dis-
covering ‘Night Vale’ and 
are starting from the be-
ginning, almost three years 
ago. It’s nice working on a 
lasting project, but I don’t 
think any of us ever could 
have imagined what this 
project would turn into and 
what it would mean in our 
lives.”

A typical, if it may be 
called typical, “Welcome 
to Night Vale” episode 
includes updates on the 
community happenings, 
pauses for fictional ads, 
editorials, hints of a ro-
mantic subplot, occasional 
phone calls taken in the 
studio, a rant or two, and a 
threat to the town of Night 
Vale that is resolved by 
the time the “weather” — 
a listener-submitted song 
— has been read. All this 
culminates with Palmer 
crooning, “Goodnight, lis-
teners. Goodnight.”

The podcast is partic-
ularly known for its rep-
resentation of LGBTQA 
characters, strong female 
characters, and racial di-
versity. Some of the female 
characters are played by 
women of color, with voice 
talents that have includ-
ed Symphony Sanders, 
Jasika Nicole, and Retta. 
Other people of color who 
have voiced characters in 
the show’s long history in-

clude Kevin R. Free who 
plays Kevin, as well as 
Dylan Marron, who plays 
Carlos the Scientist. 

Baldwin — whose 
character has been in a 
long time relationship 
with Marron’s — said the 
LGBTQA storyline was 
not initially intended to 
become a main plot point. 

“It just grew in a very 
organic way…Which is 
what I think a lot of people 
respond to,” Baldwin said. 
“It’s not a ‘gay and lesbi-
an’ show, it’s not made by 
people who are looking to 
push any kind of agenda, it 
doesn’t exist to serve only 
the gay and lesbian com-
munity. It serves everyone, 
and it just happens to have 
strong, gay characters at 
the center of it. And I think 
it is something everyone is 
ready for: that gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgendered 
characters are just as im-
portant to the stories that 
can be told to everyone as 
opposed to a very specific 
part of a community.”

Katheryn Bliss, a long 
time fan of “Welcome to 
Night Vale,” said the pod-
cast has given listeners like 
herself a “renewed hope.” 

“So often in popular 
media, if there is a queer 
character, they’re either 
the sassy best friend who 
gives witty dialogue and 
helps the straight lead 
until it’s time to give the 
lead their spotlight back, 
or they are the lead, but 
their whole dilemma is 
centered around their sex-
uality/gender,” she said. “It 
does get tiresome when 
gay characters with so 
much potential in fiction 
get scrapped and turned 
into a story that focuses on 
only one part of their life. 
We’re seen more as a label 
than actual people.”

The closeness a listen-
er might feel with “Night 
Vale” characters is not 
unusual for the ever-grow-
ing podcast medium, said 
Brian Eckdale, associate 
professor for the Universi-
ty of Iowa School of Jour-
nalism and Mass Com-
munication. He said these 
programs establish a rep-
ertoire with their listeners 
that isn’t seen much in 
other audio-based formats, 
such as radio.

“It may sound silly, but 
there is something even 
more personable about 
the fact that it’s going di-

rectly into your ears,” Ek-
dale said. “You put those 
earbuds in and the dis-
tance between your ears 
and your brain is inches, 
and there is something 
really personable about 
that. And we develop 
these parasocial relation-
ships with these people 
we listen to… It feels like 
we know them in a way 
that is really special and 
unique and the really suc-
cessful podcasts, whether 
or it be news or fiction, 
or pop culture they have 
these personalities and 
these are people you feel 
like you’re buddies with 
and are listening in on a 
conversation you really 
want to be a part of.”

While touring may be 
more difficult than sim-
ply recording in the stu-
dio, Baldwin said it is 
worth it to live out the 
“dream job” he’s coveted 
since the age of 16.

“It’s amazing getting 
to go around the country 
and meet people who this 
thing that I’ve helped 
create means so much to 
them,” he said. “…This is 
an amazing way to real-
ly see what the response 
is to this piece of art that 
I’ve helped make. There’s 
a certain magic about live 
theater in that it’s unre-
peatable, it happens in 
a moment and you get to 
share that experience with 
a group of people and you 
move onto the next city.”

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

MUSIC
• Ralph Ellison and the 
Cultural Ambassadors of 
Jazz, noon, Iowa City Public 
Library, 123 S. Linn 
• Cantus, “Anthems,” 7:30 
p.m., St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 228 E. Jefferson 
• Locally Owned and Red 
Comet, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 
E. Washington

FILM
• The Picture Show: Ernest 
and Celestine, 3 p.m., Film-
Scene, 118 E. College 
• Ballet 422, 6 p.m., Film-
Scene 
• Kumiko, the Treasure Hunt-
er, 8 p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• R.ariel, 9 p.m., Public 
Space One, 120 N. Dubuque 
• Soulshake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s 
• Twins, Mooner, Black Bull 
Nova, and Colt Walkers, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

THEATER
• Into the Woods, 7:30 
p.m., Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1301 
Fifth St. 
• Romance/Romance, 7:30 
p.m., Iowa City Community 
Theater, 4265 Oak Crest Hill 
Road S.E. 
• White Rabbit, Red Rabbit, 
7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 
213 N. Gilbert

ART
• ArtsFest, 4 p.m., Studio 
Arts Building 
• First Friday: Fun Friday 
Finale, 5 p.m., IMU

FILM
• Seymour: An Introduction, 
4:30, 6:30, and 8:30 p.m., 
FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Beer Tasting: Surly Brew-
ing Co., 6 p.m., Englert, 221 
E. Washington

 

MUSIC
• Irish Music Session, 3 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. 
Dubuque 
• Phoenix Jordan and Sha-
ron Bosquet, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s 
• Euforquestra and Jon 
Wayne and the Pain with 
Soul Vistas, 7:30 p.m., 
Gabe’s 
• Drive-By Truckers, 8 p.m., 
Englert 
• Acoustic Gillotine, Shit-
storm, Gnarly Davidson, and 
Speakerwire Collins, 10 p.m., 
Yacht Club

THEATER
• Into the Woods, 7:30 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts 
• Romance/Romance, 7:30 
p.m., Iowa City Community 
Theater
 

FILM
• A Cat in Paris, 10 a.m., 
FilmScene 
• Who Took Johnny, 1 p.m., 
FilmScene 
• Dior and I, 4 p.m., FilmScene 
• Seymour: An Introduction, 
6:30 & 8:30 p.m., FilmScene 
• Bijou After Hours: Pleas-
antville, 11 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Free Comic Book Day, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m., Daydreams 
Comics, 21 S. Dubuque 
• The Fossil Guy: “Feathered 
Dinosaurs Yesterday and 
Today,” 2 p.m., UI Museum 
of Natural History 

MUSIC
• Piano Sundays: Ksenia 
Nosikova and Studio, 1:30 
p.m., Old Capitol Museum 
• Speedy Ortiz, 8 p.m., 
Gabe’s
 
THEATER
• Into the Woods, 2 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts 
• “Welcome to Night Vale,” 
with Mary Epworth, 7 p.m., 
Englert 
• Romance/Romance, 7:30 
p.m., Iowa City Community 
Theater

FILM
• Seymour: An Introduction, 
1:15 & 5 p.m., FilmScene 
• Movies at the Museum of 
Natural History: Earth Flight: 
North America, 3 p.m., Mu-
seum of Natural History 
• Ballet 422, 3:15 p.m., 
FilmScene 
• Bijou Open Screen Night, 7 
p.m., FilmScene

 

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM
FOR AN AUDIO INTERVIEW

Follow us on 
Twitter

@DailyIowanArts

Avengers: Age of Ultron
The Avengers assemble again 
for one of the most highly 
anticipated films in the Marvel 
mansion. This time, Iron Man, 
Captain America, Thor, Black 
Widow, Hawkeye, and the 
Incredible Hulk must put their 
personal qualms aside to 
battle the villainous Ultron, who 
threatens not only Tony Stark’s 
peacekeeping program but plan-
et Earth itself.

Seymour: An Introduction 
A world-renowned pianist steps 
out of the spotlight, dedicating 
his life to helping others find 
the creativity in themselves. 
Actor Ethan Hawke puts the 
work and wisdom of Seymour 
Bernstein center stage in this 
inspiring documentary about 
finding one’s humanity in a love 
of music.

WORDS
Welcome to Night Vale 
Live Show with musical 
guest Mary Epworth
Where: Englert Theater, 221 
E. Washington
When: 7 p.m. May 3 
Admission: $25 but is 
currently sold out

Where to find “Welcome to 
Night Vale”:
iTunes: As of press time, 
“Night Vale” is number 18 on 
iTunes’ top podcasts. 
Apps: Try Stitcher, Sound-
cloud, Libsyn or any other 
podcast app.
YouTube: Episodes can be 
found at their official channel, 
www.youtube.com/user/
welcometonightvale

“Welcome to Night Vale” voice actor Cecil Baldwin performs for a crowd on the podcast’s live tour. (Contributed/Whitney Browne)

Meg Bashwiner, who voices the credits on the “Welcome to Night Vale” podcast, 
performs on tour. (Contributed/Whitney Browne)

It’s lemonade-stand season again 
and for adults, that means an ice-
cold cocktail on the porch. Put a bit 
of a twist on the vodka lemonade 
by using UV Blue next time you mix 
this simple drink. 
  
EXPERIENCE: Pour an ounce of 
blue raspberry vodka — UV brand is 
a classic — into a pint glass over ice, 
then fill it the rest of the way with 
Twisted Lemonade, Mike’s Hard, or 
another brand of hard lemonade. 
Add water or club soda to lighten 
the sweetness, or pump it up with 
some lemon slices. The result is a 
beverage that tastes just like the 
blue section of a Bomb Pop.  
  
ADVICE: Blend your Blue Vodka 
Lemonade for a classic slush (don’t 
forget the straw and cocktail um-
brella). You can also transform the 
drink into a shot by mixing UV Blue, 
lemon juice, and a dash of sugar in 
a shaker with ice cubes. Let’s call it 
a Blue Lemon Drop.

Blue Vodka 
Lemonade

— by Emma McClatchey
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NEW PLAY
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Play: Below the Pacific

Below the Pacific — 
which is, appropriately, 
set at the bottom of the 
Pacific Ocean — will be 
performed in the Theater 
Building’s Thayer Theater 
May 8, with seating on all 
four sides of the stage. 

Oliveira said his play 
was inspired by the Malay-
sian Airlines flight MH370 
disappearing over the In-
dian Ocean in March 2014.

“For me, having these 
airplane disasters over 
the ocean, there are things 
that disappear and bod-
ies that aren’t recovered,” 
he said. “What does that 
mean for the people who 
live on after that, who 
have to search for them 
and who try to search for 
an answer? So in a weird 
way, my play is a large 
metaphor for that.”

Oliveira said Below the 
Pacific is a “super ambi-
tious” project, but that 
suits his style.

“My kind of theater is 
the kind of theater that 
imagines more than itself,” 
he said. “It’s the little kitty 
that thinks it’s a gigantic 
tiger and wants to grow up 
to be a gigantic tiger that 
strikes fear and awe in the 
hearts of people.” 

Marina Johnson, the di-
rector of Below the Pacific, 
said she prefers to think of 
the new play as a baby.

“It’s not what’s best for 
me as the director, it’s 
what’s best for the baby,” 
she said. “Everyone has to 
take care of the baby, and 
we want the baby to still 
be alive so you can’t pull 
the baby in too many di-
rections. The reading is al-
ways considered the birth-
ing of the baby because it 
is the first time that it ap-
pears in the world.”

One of Oliveira’s char-
acters was given the Latin 
name Marina, both to hon-
or his director and for the 
pertinence of its transla-
tion, “lady of the sea.” 

Johnson said the play-
wright-director pairing 
process this year worked 
in everyone’s favor. 

“We find out about the 
four plays that have been 
selected for the main-
stage shows, and then the 
playwrights sort of cast 
their votes so we don’t find 
out who they prefer, be-
cause there are four grad 
directors and there are 
four plays,” she said. “This 
time, all the directors and 
all the playwrights got 
their first choices.” 

For Oliveira and John-
son, this is their third year 
collaborating on a new 
production.

“It’s really nice to have 
established how we work 
together in this really 
great collaboration, which 
doesn’t get to happen all 
the time,”Johnson said. 
“It takes a while for you to 
speak the same language 
as your actors, and the 
designers, and the play-
wright. “ 

Oliveira agreed.

“She and I sync,” he said. 
“I’m the kind of playwright 
who likes collaborating. 
I have my own impulses 
of what to pull and what 
to cut, and I always field 
it to her, and in the room 
Marina has total control. 
She runs the ship, and she 
runs this production.” 

Johnson’s directorial 
hand is flexible, Oliveira 
said, allowing his goals to 
reach their peak. 

“It is my goal or duty as a 
playwright to make people 
empathize, to make people 
feel things, to make people 
open up, and I’m hoping this 
play accomplishes that,” Ol-
iveira said. “Being able to 
tell a story and being able to 
engage with it is one of the 
most magical and meaning-
ful feelings in my life.”

Reading: Hunting BigFoot
First time festival part-

ners Theresa Giacopasi, a 
playwright, and Madison 
Colquette, will stage a 
reading of Hunting Big-
Foot 2 p.m. May 4 in 172 
Theater Building.

Giacopasi’s fascination 
with the urban legend and 
its connection with U.S. 
culture led her to Bigfoot.  

“I just think that it’s such 
a weird American thing,” 
she said. “I’m intrigued 
by the way our national 
identity has changed and 
what it means to be Amer-
ican, where it moved from 
this pioneer sort of Rough 
Rider cowboy/Wild West 
mentality to the sort of 
innovators and eggheads, 
and then finally today the 
keepers of our national 
stories are reality televi-
sion stars and rich people. 

“Looking at the legend 
of Bigfoot being passed 
down though those differ-
ent types of Americans is 
what I was interested in 
doing; I hope that I did it; 
we will find out.”

Even though Colquette 
directs Hunting BigFoot, 
she said, she is a drama-
turge at heart.

“A lot of it is listening to 
the play,” she said. “I ask 
questions of the play, and 
I ask questions of the play-
wright, and I study how 
and why plays are written.” 

After studying Giacopa-
si’s script, Colquette said, 
she fell in love with the 
story and decided to try 
her hand at directing. 

“It’s different from writ-
ing a novel or writing a 
short story,” Colquette 
said. “What she is writ-
ing is something that will 
have a life on the stage in 
a performance so there is 
a certain amount of love-
ly collaboration that goes 
with it. With actors, and 
directors, and designers, 
and dramaturges in or-
der to make what she has 
written come to life.” 

Giacopasi compared the 
production process to orga-
nizing a party, in which the 
playwright is the host, the 
actors are the birthday girl, 
and the dramaturge is the 
liaison between the two. 

“Say a writer is plan-
ning a party and is work-
ing with designers who 
bring ‘themed’ cups and 
plates,” she said. “… With-
out the party guests, i.e., 
the audience, it’s not a 
party, it’s just a bunch of 
decorations.” 

Though Hunting BigFoot 
is only in the reading stage, 
Giacopasi said the format 
leaves room for the listen-
ers’ imagination to roam.

“The audience doesn’t 
see the director’s produc-
tion vision — they don’t 
see the design that the 
director would’ve chosen 
… It kind of invites the 
audience to create the 
production in their minds 
themselves so they get to 
kind of be the director in 
a way, and I think in some 
ways that’s more engaging 
than being delivered a fi-
nal project.” 

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR AN AUDIO INTERVIEW
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 Most people know Studio Arts as 
either a bus route that takes one to 
Walmart or a far-off University of Iowa 
building unique in that it once was a 
Menards. But on Friday, Studio Arts will 
be transformed into an art extravagan-
za known as ArtsFest. 
    ArtsFest, put on by the UI School 
of Art and Art History, will be held 
from 4 to 7 p.m. 
    UI senior Rachel Winter, the 2015 
ArtsFest coordinator, planned an event 
that combines numerous art forms. 
    “What preparations haven’t gone 
into [ArtsFest]?” she said. “We start in 
September and identify a committee 
that we want to work with that that rep-
resents every discipline so that everyone 
is equally represented, and we pick a 
theme for our main Drewelowe exhibit.” 
    Winter said the Drewelowe exhibit 
is the feature she looks forward to the 
most. The exhibit examines the past, 
present, and future of the UI art school 
— including its road to a new art 
studio building after the original was 
destroyed in the 2008 flood. 
    “It’ll be looking at where we are now, 
what progress we’ve had, things we’ve 
done in the past few years, and looking 
at how we will continue to progress as 
a school once we get the new building,” 
Winter said. “I’ll be curious to see how 
each discipline interprets the theme and 
brings it all together.” 
    ArtsFest, during its three hours, 

will have numerous events for the 
attendees as well as exhibits. 
    “We have the entire Studio Arts build-
ing covered in art,” said Megan Farlow, a 
junior who will take over as coordinator 
for the event next year. “The Iowa City 
public and the students of UI are able to 
see what we work on all year, as well as 
demonstrations from some of our studio 
departments … Instead of just looking 
at art, you are able to see how it’s made 
and who made it.” 
    Both Farlow and Winter said the event 
is not only open to the UI community 
but to the larger Iowa City community. 
    “You get to see art-history 
presentations next to sculptures 
and painting next to performance,” 
Farlow said. “It’s just great to see 
what they work so hard on and are 
so passionate about.”

—  by Devyn Young

Studio Arts 
blooms with art 

ARTSFEST
Where: Studio Arts 
When: 4-7 p.m. Friday 
Admission: Free and open to 
the public

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR AN AUDIO INTERVIEW 
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WORDS
Free Comic Book Day 
When: Saturday, 10 a.m.- 7p.m.  
Where: Daydreams Comics, 21 
S. Dubuque
Admission: Free

By JASMINE PUTNEY 
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

In the glossy pages of a 
comic book exists a world 
of characters who have 
flourished under the care 
of writers and artists. From 
action-packed issues featur-
ing colorful crusaders to co-
medic portrayals of summer 
camps to suspenseful crime 
dramas, these books sit on 
shelves waiting to guide 
readers through an unfor-
gettable experience, full of 
endless possibilities. 

On Saturday, Daydreams 
Comics, 21 S. Dubuque St., 
will host Free Comic Book 
Day from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Store owner and manager 
Zach Power said he hopes 
even people with little 
knowledge of the comic-book 
universe will come to “test 
the waters.”

“It’s not all capes and 
tights, which is what most 
people think of when they 
hear ‘comic book,’ ” he said. 
“Once you can get people to 
realize there’s so much more 
that the comic book indus-
try has to offer, it’s pretty 
easy to find something that 
will be appealing to them to 
check out.”

Though Daydreams Com-
ics has only recognized Free 
Comic Book Day since 2009, 
the nationwide event has 

been held since 2002 during 
the first weekend of May. In 
celebration of the art form, 
participating comic publish-
ing companies print a spe-
cific comic book for the event 
and then sell it to retailers 
at a reduced rate. 

Power said he always or-
ders all 50 of the different 
books produced for Free 
Comic Book Day to ensure 
there is something for ev-
eryone at his shop. 

Power said the store 
strives to maintain an in-
viting appearance that is 
both well-stocked and well 
organized. Because of this, 
he said, Daydreams Comics 
has been able to maintain a 
high level of support from 
both the Iowa City commu-
nity and visiting guests.

One such supporter is 
University of Iowa student 
and Daydreams regular 
Robert Parzynski. Parzyns-
ki, a member of the new-
ly created UI Comic Book 
Club, said he looks forward 
to what Free Comic Book 
Day has to offer this year. 

“I feel like comics, like 
books, are an escape from 
the stressful lives that peo-
ple live in,” he said. 

Free Comic Book Day is 
much more than an oppor-
tunity to scan the shelves 
for new reading material. 
Daydreams Comics will also 

host “Lumberjanes” artist 
Brooke Allen, D.C. Comics 
writer Kyle Higgins, and 
Image Comics C.O.W.L cow-
riter Alec Siegel. These vis-
iting professionals will be 
sharing their experiences as 
comic book creators. 

Before he worked his way 
into the field of comic book 
writing, Higgins was a stu-
dent at the UI studying film 
and creative writing. Though 
he later transferred to Chap-
man University in Califor-
nia, he said his experience 
at the UI encouraged him to 
become more confident in his 
writing which ultimately led 
to his current success.  

“I was finishing my se-
nior thesis film, The League, 
which was designed as a 
superhero noir. I put the 
whole thing online via Vi-
meo and the link started 
to spread around the comic 
book industry,” he said. “The 
next day Joe Quesada, Mar-
vel Comics’ editor-in-chief, 
reached out to tell me how 
much he enjoyed the film. 
I asked, somewhat on a 
whim, whether Marvel was 
ever looking for new writers 
and Joe offered to introduce 
me to one of his editors.” 

Nearly 10 months after he 
started working for Marvel, 
Higgins was given the op-
portunity to work on a Cap-
tain America comic. That led 

to the Avengers, which led to 
his current work on Batman 
and C.O.W.L. Higgins said 
the best part about his job is 
the collaborative effort from 
artists, writers, and editors 

as they are all creatively in-
spiring.

“To this day, I tell people 
if it weren’t for my time at 
Iowa, I don’t think I’d be 
writing for a living,” he said.

Free for a day in comic-book universe
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MUSIC
 
When: 7:30 p.m. today 
Where: St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 228 E. Jefferson 
Admission: $10 to $30

In the heart of the voice comes to Iowa City

Contributed

By LILY ABROMEIT 
lily-abromeit@uiowa.edu

When Chris Foss sent 
in his audition tape to join 
one of the most prestigious 
men’s choral ensembles, he 
never expected to be accept-
ed into Cantus after grad-
uation and then travel the 
world, giving more than 70 
performances a year.

“It’s really just a dream 
come to true to sing and give 
the gift of music to people and 
to travel the world,” he said. 

This week, Foss, an Io-
wa native and bass in the 
group, will return to his 
home state this week to 
perform with the rest of 
Cantus. The group’s “An-
them” concert will take 
place at 7:30 p.m. today in 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
228 E. Jefferson St.

“I, of course, always have 
a strong affinity for Iowa,” 
he said. “I think it’s really 
exciting for us to bring who 
we are to the people of Iowa 
City. The University of Iowa 
has a great rep for its mu-
sic program, for its writing 
program, there’s sort of this 
great paradigm … it’s a city 
with a lot of great creativi-
ty, and it’ll be great to offer 

what we have.”
Cantus, a full-time profes-

sional men’s vocal ensemble, 
is based in the Twin Cities. 
It is one of two full-time 
groups in the country, and 
it spends the year touring 
the United States as well as 
performing internationally.

“We’ve been sort of criss-
crossing through the area; 
we’ve often tried to make 
stops in Iowa City,” said Aar-
on Humble, a tenor in Can-
tus. “It’s great, we love to be 
in centers for the arts [and] 
not just for the arts but for 
higher learning … usually, 
those are people who re-
spond well to our program.”

Cantus tries to program 
concerts that are collec-
tions of good music but also 
contain a narrative thread, 
Humble said. 

Cantus’ “Anthem” pro-
gram, to be performed this 
weekend, relates to what 
brings people together to 
sing, using music to cele-
brate life and marriage all 
around the world.

“Throughout the whole 
concert is the idea of people 
coming together,” Humble 
said. “That is something that 
usually speaks to people in 
university communities.” 

This year, Hancher, 
which will host Cantus, 
has dedicated its program-
ming to focusing on looking 
deeply at the issues in the 
world today as well.

Jacob Yarrow, the 
Hancher programming di-
rector, said this is exactly 
why he is excited to have 
Cantus in town.

“Anthem,” he said, is a 

part of the section “worth 
fighting for,” which re-
volves around what people 
are will to rally around.

“They sing about identi-
ty and pride,” he said. “It 
made it a really interest-
ing fit with that strain of 
the program.”

Yarrow has hoped to 
bring Cantus here for a 
while, and he is excited to 

finally hear the group sing 
in Iowa City. 

“I have followed its work 
and tried to figure out the 
proper and best ways to 
engage [the group] with 
our audience in Iowa City 
… and I finally figured out 
the right place and time,” 
he said. “I’m looking for-
ward to the pure and gor-
geous sounds they make 

as an ensemble and how 
those sounds will resonate 
in St. Mary’s Church. Just 
in a short second, the sheer 
beauty their sound will 
make is breathtaking.”
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• Ralph Ellison and the Cultural Ambassadors of 
Jazz, City of Literature, noon, Iowa City Public Library 
Meeting Room A, 123 S. Linn
• UITV Studio Talk: Social Justice, 4:30 p.m., N150 
Lindquist Center
• “Picking Presidents: Who’s Ahead in Iowa 
Caucuses?,” 5:30 p.m., Main Library Shambaugh 
Auditorium
• Derek Barnes, bass, 6 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
• Take Back the Night, 6-9 p.m., Pentacrest
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Joanna Klink, poetry, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Cantus, Anthem, 7:30 p.m., St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 228 E. Jefferson
• Jazz Repertory Ensemble, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Recital Hall
• Chappie, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Fifty Shades of Grey, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• Earth Month Sendoff, 8 p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Rachel Gibbons, cello, 8 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, April 30, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Update your résumé. Gather information 
about what you need to learn in order to get a better position. Your 
charm, coupled with your experience and knowledge, will give you 
greater negotiating power. A partnership will turn out to be a good 
investment. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Working with others will be necessary if 
you want to get things accomplished. If you don’t participate, nothing 
will happen. Focus on saving money and paying off debt. Set a budget, 
and stick to it; you will gain stability.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Refrain from sharing personal information. 
You’ll face conflicts when money is involved. Take a creative approach 
if you want to maintain good relations with both personal and profes-
sional partnerships. Re-evaluate your situation.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Look at the possibilities. If you accept 
change and are willing to try something new, you will advance. Instead 
of making a fuss about a situation you don’t like, do something about it. 
Keep an open mind, and you will succeed.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t expect everyone to agree with you. Focus 
on cheap entertainment, romance, and moderation instead of getting 
into a debate. Budgeting may be difficult, but it will be necessary. An 
unexpected expense will set you back.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take action. Put muscle behind whatever 
you decide to do. Someone you are close to will take advantage of you. 
Don’t give in to something or someone to whom you have already said 
“no.” A change in your status is likely.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take a trip, relax, and set the mood for love 
and romance. An adventure is exactly what you need to spice up your 
life and feel rejuvenated. Don’t let professional worries put a damper on 
your downtime.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Let your imagination take over and inspire 
your creative activities. Expand your knowledge, and network with peo-
ple who are forerunners in your field. If you want to be with someone, it 
shouldn’t cost you financially.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Stick close to home, and focus on 
improving your living arrangements or surroundings. Minor mishaps or 
accidents are likely if you don’t exhibit caution. Consider what an older or 
more experienced person tells you. The advice offered will be worthwhile.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take a closer look at the projects you’ve 
worked on. A lot will ride on your next move. Financial gains are appar-
ent, and property deals look promising. Check the fine print, negotiate 
your position, and prepare to close a deal.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Offer your services to a cause you believe 
in. Someone you thought you knew well will confuse you. Get to the 
bottom of things by asking direct questions and offering honest opin-
ions. Love and romance are highlighted.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Take an unusual approach to the way you 
do a job. Your insight, coupled with your enthusiasm and ability to get 
things done, will give you an edge over any competition. Don’t let any 
emotional matters stand in your way. 

This Rally Is 
Getting Out of 

Hand, Part 2
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (Bet-
ter smart-phone autocorrect)

WHEN DO WE WANT IT?! (Noe)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (New 

wall calendars)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 

(April 31)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (Pol-
iticians to be more accountable 

to the public)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 
(We’ll let Congress decide)

• WHAT DO WE WANT? (Few-
er rhetorical questions)

WHEN DO WE WANT IT? (I 
don’t think you were listening)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (Now)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? (A 

better-functioning time machine)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (To be 

less patronizing)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 

(Now, now …)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (Im-

mediate action)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 

(Our answer to this question 
could have been easily inferred 
by examining our answer to the 

previous question)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (You 

mean dinner? How about pizza?)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 

(6:30 seems reasonable)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (It 
really depends on the time 

allowed for implementation!)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 

(Like we just said …)
• WHAT DO WE WANT? (To 

leave)
WHEN DO WE WANT IT? 

(crowd dispersing)

Andrew R. Juhl thanks MO, JW and PS 
for contributing to today’s Ledge.

Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself.
— George Bernard Shaw
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