
By BRENT GRIFFITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

After a five-month delay and an 
abortion-related scrum, Loretta Lynch 
was confirmed as the next U.S. attor-
ney general on Thursday. She will be 
the first African-American woman to 
hold the position.

“I think it is always 
significant when we 
break barriers with 
regards to class, gen-
der, or religion,” said 
Rachel Caufield, an 
associate professor 
of political science at 
Drake University.

The 56-43 vote will re-
place Attorney General 
Eric Holder, a frequent target of conser-
vative ire and one of President Obama’s 
last original Cabinet members.
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It’s official: Robillard will become interim leader 
By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

The search continues, but one major step 
is complete. 

The state Board of Regents appointed 
Jean Robillard, the University of Iowa vice 
president for Medical Affairs, to serve as in-
terim president during its meeting in Coun-
cil Bluffs on Thursday.

Robillard is also the head of the Presidential 
Search Committee tasked with helping to find 
a replacement for President Sally Mason.

He will become interim president on Aug. 
1, immediately following Mason’s retirement. 

Robillard opted not to receive an addition-
al salary as interim president. During fiscal 
2014, Robillard’s salary was 
more than $760,000. 

“We hadn’t even gotten to 
[salary], and he volunteered 
that he did not want addi-
tional pay for that,” Regent 
President Bruce Rastetter 
said. “I think that, in the 
true spirit of what a terrific 
individual he is, he wants to 
help provide leadership for 
the university during that interim.”

The search panel will play a major role in 

helping the regents select the next president.
As the head, Robillard said gaining an un-

derstanding what the UI community wants 
to see in the new president has been one of 
his main goals.

He said he visited with the leadership of 
each college as well as community leaders, 
such as elected local officials.

Robillard listed a wide range of criteria he 
said he felt these groups think are import-
ant, including someone who could energize 
the student body.

When Regent Subhash Sahai asked Ro-
billard what traits were most important, he 
said they included the candidate’s ability to 

work with an interdisciplinary team and to 
connect with the community and donors.

“I think we want a leader to be highly 
intelligent in communication and relation-
ship-building,” Robillard said.

He said the committee membvers had not 
yet decided exactly how many interviews 
they would conduct privately during the 
preliminary interview stage, but the panel 
would bring three or four to campus during 
the public portion. 

Sahai expressed concern about the num-
ber of applicants the committee would pres-
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By TANNER SIEGWORTH
tanner-siegworth@uiowa.edu

Perhaps the strongest way to send a 
message is to not say anything at all.

Roughly 20 people gathered on the 
T. Anne Cleary Walkway on Thurs-
day to express their concerns about 
African-American students on the 
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Daymond John speaks to the crowd in the IMU Main Ballroom on Thursday. John, a member of the popular show “Shark Tank,” gave a lecture on entrepreneurial success to a sold-
out crowd. Following the lecture, students were given an opportunity to pitch their businesses at the Hawk Pitch. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

By BEN MARKS |  benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

To the sounds of Run-DMC, Prince, and the Beastie 
Boys, famous entrepreneur — and “shark” on the 
reality television series “Shark Tank” — Daymond 

John spoke to a sold-out crowd about his life growing up 
in Queens and the role hip-hop played in launching his 
multimillion-dollar fashion empire.

The University of Iowa Lecture Committee on Thurs-
day night hosted the talk, the final event scheduled as 
part of the Hawkeye Innovation Summit.

Growing up in a poor house with a single mother, John 
described his first job at the age of 10, handing out fliers 
for a soon-to-be-opened mall for $2.25 an hour.

As hip-hop became more popular as a music genre, 
John said, he began to notice similar fashion trends 
among the youth in hip-hop culture.

Capitalizing on the popularity of hip-hop’s distinc-
tive style, he and his mother mortgaged their house for 
$100,000 and turned it into a makeshift clothing facto-
ry, the beginning of a company, which today has earned 
more than $6 billion in sales.

During the talk, John presented “S.H.A.R.K Points,” 
five business tips he calls the keys to personal success.

“I came to see if he could share some knowledge and al-
so some humor, and I think he did a good job of that,” said 
UI alumnus John Slump, a cofounder of Corvida Medica 
and Iowa Approach. “He evokes that ambition and bor-
derline craziness you have to have as an entrepreneur.”

Entrepreneur and TV personality Daymond John spoke in front of a sold-out crowd 
Thursday night.

(Top) Daymond John takes a selfie with the crowd in the IMU Main Ballroom on 
Thursday.  (Bottom) Daymond John imitates LL Cool J in the IMU Main Ballroom 
on Thursday. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)



University of Iowa campus. 
The demonstrators includ-

ed student members of three 
different campus groups: 
NAACP, Hubbard Group, 
and Sistah Speak.

Some concerns are the 
support for African-Amer-
ican student organizations 
as well as racism across 
social media.

Participants linked arms 
across the walkway to block 
oncoming students. Several 
held signs reading, “Black 
Voices are Not Heard” and 
“Black Voices Matter.”

However, none of the pro-
testers’ voices were actually 
heard. As a symbolic gesture, 
the protesters covered their 
mouths with duct tape and 
stood in silence as students 
walked by on their way to class.

It was a gesture that 
Hubbard Group member 
Matthew Bruce believed 
would capture the attention 
of the campus.

“The point today is to try 
to symbolically show that 
our voices do exist and make 
people see that fact,” Bruce 
said. “And we deserve to be 
heard. This is our campus as 
well as it is any other stu-
dents’ campus.”

Demonstrators deferred 
to Bruce after interview 
requests. 

The Hubbard Group was 
created to support black 
males on campus and to 

address the individual and 
institutional concerns of 
African-American students 
and faculty.

Among those concerns is 
what demonstrators call a 
spread of racist posts and 
comments on social media 
around campus, including 
anonymous posts on the mo-
bile app Yik Yak.

“There are constantly 
racist updates on Yik Yak,” 
Bruce said, holding up a 
sign with examples of recent 
posts from around campus.

The Hubbard Group also 
raises concerns about di-
versity among faculty and 
the retention rates of Afri-
can-American students.

“These are just some of the 
things we believe the uni-
versity isn’t talking about,” 
Bruce said.

High-profile discussions 
of national racial issues and 
cases have reached Iowa City 
over the past few months 
with social-media activism 
and several demonstrations 
on campus. 

In December 2014, contro-
versy erupted over a statue 
in the likeness of a KKK robe 
placed on the Pentacrest, 
and President Sally Mason 
put a Black Student Adviso-
ry Committee in place. The 
group hosted a forum earlier 
this month.

Following Thursday’s 

demonstration, which lasted 
approximately 30 minutes, 
the participants huddled to-
gether in silence.

“Try to understand, or at 
least listen to the experi-
ences that we go through,” 
Bruce said. “I feel like that’s 
the first step to maybe creat-
ing some change.”

Although they didn’t say 
a word, the message was 
heard loud and clear by 
some of those passing by.

One protester held a sign 
asking “Do we belong here?” 
Without hesitation, a white 
man approached him and 
acknowledged the sign. 

His response was a 
thumbs up and a “Yes.”
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Regent Walsh notes issues
By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

COUNCIL BLUFFS — 
Outgoing Regent Hannah 
Walsh voiced both her ap-
preciations and concern for 
the state Board of Regents 
during a meeting in Council 
Bluffs on Thursday, Walsh’s 
last. Her term will expire 
April 30.

“I promised myself I would 
do my very best to represent 
all of our regents’ students,” 
Walsh said. 

Walsh is a University of 
Iowa senior and political-sci-
ence major. One member of 
the nine-person board must 
be a student of one of the 
three regent universities.  

She said that, though she 
appreciates the opportunity 
to look at higher education 
from a dual-perspective and 
the positive effect education 
policy can make on people’s 
lives, she sees several issues 
with the structure and men-
tality of the regents.

Walsh highlighted what 
she said she sees as lack of 
attention to graduate and 
professional student popu-
lations as well as to special 
school students.

She said she believes 
there should be two student 
regents — one graduate 
student and one undergrad-
uate student — as well as 
one faculty member of the 

board. That way, she said, 
these three regents could 
represent each of the three 
regent universities.

“As much as I would love 
and attempted to represent 
all the regents’ students, it’s 
simply impossible to truly do 
so,” she said.

Another issue Walsh 
noted was the regents’ pro-
posed new funding model, 
which bases funding heavi-
ly — 60 per-
cent — on 
in-state un-
dergradu-
ate student 
enrollment, 
with 5 per-
cent tied 
to resident 
g r a d u a t e 
students. 

W a l s h 
said she voted in favor, 
though conflicted, last 
year for the new model 
but said she came to re-
gret her decision.

“We cannot tear down one 
university to build up two,” 
she said.

Because it has a higher 
proportion of out-of-state 
students, the UI stands to 
lose tens of millions of dol-
lars under the model, and 
the funds would be redis-
tributed to Iowa State Uni-
versity and the University 
of Northern Iowa. It still re-
quires legislative approval. 

The governor’s proposed 
budget did not apparently 
shift money around, accord-
ing to the regents’ proposal. 

Walsh said the percentage 
devoted to undergraduate 
students is too high and the 
portion devoted to graduates 
is too low.

“No two of our universi-
ties are totally alike,” she 
said. “Each contributes dif-
ferently to the state of Iowa, 
each bettering our state for 
future generations. Individ-
ually, our institutions are 
strong, but together they’re 
even stronger.” 

In response to the regent’ 
proposals, the UI has boosted 
advertising and recruitment 
efforts to draw more in-state 
students to Iowa City. 

“Without being im-
plemented, perfor-
mance-based funding is 
working,” Regent Presi-
dent Bruce Rastetter said.

He said though the poli-
cy has not yet been imple-
mented, the UI is set to 
grow 13.5 percent in resi-
dent enrollment and will 
also grow 9.5 percent in 
nonresident enrollment.

“I think that, clearly over 
the past year, there’s been a 
lot of overreaction and lobby-
ing going on worrying about 
all the negatives of perfor-
mance-based funding, but it 
will work,” Rastetter said.

Walsh has filled the re-

mainder of former Regent 
Greta Johnson’s term 
since 2012.

“I have watched you from 
your first days on campus as 
a young freshman,” UI Pres-
ident Sally Mason said to 
Walsh at the meeting.

Walsh plans to attend 
the UI in the fall to earn a 
master’s degree in higher 
education and student af-
fairs. Taking her place will 
be Rachael Johnson, a Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa 
student, appointed by Gov. 
Terry Branstad. 

Walsh previously told 
The Daily Iowan she 
sought the governor’s re-
appointment.

She said she discovered 
her passion for the Ameri-
can political system early in 
life. Her experiences, espe-
cially those as a regent, in-
fluenced her special interest 
in education policy. 

“As a student and regent, 
I’ve come to realize the im-
portance of the development 
of quality policy and the 
need to understand the ma-
ny complexities of the issues 
facing each educational insti-
tution,” Walsh said.

She took time to thank the 
governor, Lt. Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds, Mason, student leaders, 
the regents, and her family. 

Regents Robert Downer 
and Ruth Harkin will also 
see their terms end April 30.

Three vie for ambulance project
By BEN MARKS
benajmin-marks@uiowa.edu

Three area companies 
have been selected as pos-
sible contractors to design 
Johnson County’s future 
$3.4 million medical examin-
er and ambulance building.

On April 29, the Johnson 
County Board of Supervisors 
will hold hourlong interviews 
with each of the three compa-
nies. Two of them — Carlson 
Design Team and Rohrbach 
Associates — are from Iowa 
City, while OPN Architects is 
from Cedar Rapids.

“All things being equal, for 
me, I would prefer to go with 
one of the local companies,” 
Supervisor Mike Carberry 
said. “Johnson County tax-
payers are paying for that, 
and local money has a turn-
over effect.”

Although Supervisor 
Janelle Rettig said the su-
pervisors have not worked 
with any of the companies 

before, Rohrbach built the 
last two Iowa City fire sta-
tions, and Carlson built the 
Medical Laboratories and 
the Bowen Science Building 
for the University of Iowa.

The future building, to be 
located at 808 S. Dubuque 
St., will house the Medical 
Examiner’s Office, the Am-
bulance Services, as well 
as the Fa-
cilities De-
p a r t m e n t 
and storage 
space for 
the Audi-
tor’s Office.

The Am-
b u l a n c e 
S e r v i c e 
has been 
housed in 
its current building, at the 
same location, for over a 
quarter of a century. 

Rettig said the facility 
would be mostly taken up by 
a garage, but will most also 
have a second-floor for offices.

Carberry said the build-
ing will be environmen-
tally friendly, built to get 
LEED certification from 
the Green Building Certi-
fication Institute.

Originally, 10 compa-
nies applied for the con-
tract. The Space Needs 
Committee, a group of offi-
cials tasked with selecting 
the finalists, weeded the 
list down to the final three.

Facilities Manager El-
don Slaughter, a member 
of the committee, said the 
main benefit from Facili-
ties Department moving 
into the space will be its 
ability to have a larger 
service area.

After the contractor has 
been selected, Slaughter 
said officials would sit 
down and discuss what 
exactly the department 
needed in the building.

Mike Hensch, the ad-
ministrator of the coun-
ty Medical Department 

and also a member of the 
committee, said his de-
partment has two goals: to 
have a single building and 
to store everything in the 
same place.

“We’re split among 
four different buildings,” 
he said. “So this will be 
the first time we have 
an integrated space for 
storage … supplies, our 
vehicles … and adminis-
trative offices.”

Right now, Hensch said, 
whenever employees need 
something, they must 
walk between one build-
ing and another, and in 
the winter and summer, 
the vehicles stored outside 
don’t fare too well.

“It’s pretty exciting 
we’re moving forward 
with this project,” he 
said. “We’ve been talking 
about it for five or eight 
years, so to finally have 
it come to fruition … it’s 
very refreshing.”

Walsh
regent

Rettig
supervisor

VOICES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Participants duct-tape their mouths as part of the “Black Voices are Not Being Heard” rally on the T. Anne Cleary Walkway on Thursday. 
(The Daily Iowan/Tanner Siegworth)
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Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
cast what was viewed as 
an unexpected vote in fa-
vor of Lynch. His decision 
to hold up a vote until a 
separate matter was re-
solved helped lead to the 
delay. Nine other Repub-
licans broke ranks to join 
McConnell, including Sen. 
Mark Kirk, R-Ill.

Both of Iowa’s senators 
voted against confirming 
Lynch, which was in line 
with their previous state-
ments. Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley voted against Lynch 

when her nomination was 
front of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, on which six-term 
senator serves as chairman.

“After thoroughly review-
ing that testimony, I con-
cluded that she won’t lead 
the department in a differ-
ent direction,” Grassley said 
on the Senate floor. “And 
that’s unfortunate. Because 
after six years of Attorney 
General Holder’s leadership, 
the department desperately 
needs a change in direction.”

During her confirmation 
hearing in front of the Sen-
ate Judiciary, Lynch voiced 
her support for Obama’s 
executive actions on im-
migration. Ultimately, 
this and other stances led 
Grassley to vote against 

Lynch’s confirmation when 
it came in front of the Judi-
ciary Committee.

Iowa’s junior sena-
tor, Joni Ernst, who was 
elected in 2014, also vot-
ed against Lynch. Ernst, 
like Grassley, was worried 
about the current U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern 
District of New York’s in-
dependence from Obama 
— especially when it 
comes to immigration.

“I have serious concerns 
with Loretta Lynch’s in-
tention to uphold Pres-
ident Obama’s policies 
— especially executive 
amnesty,” Ernst said in 
a statement. “… I am not 
confident that Ms. Lynch 
will act independently 

from President Obama 
when the role requires it 
and therefore could not 
vote to confirm her as at-
torney general.”

Ernst’s characterization 
of “executive amnesty” is 
related to conservative 
views about Obama’s de-
cision in November to ex-
panded previous actions 
for people who have en-
tered the United State il-
legally — specifically par-
ents of U.S. citizens.

While the decision to 
push any confirmation to 
the new Senate contributed 
to the delay, so did questions 
about an unrelated piece of 
legislation effects on public 
funding for abortions.

The debate centered on 

legislation aimed at ad-
dressing human traffick-
ing. While entirely unre-
lated to Lynch, McConnell 
vowed that no confirma-
tion vote would occur until 
the bill was finished.

Despite passing the Ju-
diciary Committee unani-
mously, the bipartisan bill 
was derailed after Demo-
crats found what is called 
the “Hyde Amendment” in 
the final text.

The amendment is used 
on major appropriation 
bills to restrict taxpayer 
funding of abortions. Be-
cause the trafficking legis-
lation would create some 
revenue through fines, the 
amendment was tacked 
onto trafficking legislation.

 After senators reached 
a compromise on Wednes-
day, the bill passed 99-0, 
paving the way for Thurs-
day’s vote on Lynch.

Caufield said that giv-
en how bad Holder’s rela-
tionship was with Repub-
licans, it would be nearly 
impossible for Lynch’s re-
lationship to not be better. 
Republicans once voted to 
hold Holder in contempt of 
Congress. It was the first 
time Congress had used 
such a measure against a 
sitting Cabinet member.

“Congress’ relationship 
with Eric Holder was al-
ways a difficult one; it’s al-
most hard to imagine that 
it won’t improve,” she said 
and laughed.

LYNCH
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SEARCH
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

JOHN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ent to the regents as finalists. 
“I know it sometimes can 

be tough, especially going out 
in public, for such high-cali-
ber people,” Sahai said. 

Rastetter, however, said 
he wasn’t particularly con-
cerned the search commit-
tee would come up short 
because the same process 
the UI search committee will 
use worked in the past at Io-
wa State University and the 
University of Northern Iowa. 

“We think that process 

will work well, and the com-
mittee’s a good committee,” 
Rastetter said. 

He said they expect 70 to 
80 applications, 12 to 14 of 
whom would be interviewed, 
with three to four finalists 
that would visit campus for 
town-hall meetings in the fall. 

The regents have previ-

ously discussed concerns 
over the number of candi-
dates brought to the table 
in past searches.

So far, the committee 
members have gathered 
once to meet one another 
as well as the search firm, 
Parker Executive Search, 
which will help them find 

and interview candidates. 
At their second meeting, 

Robillard said, the members 
will establish a position de-
scription for president, more 
clearly define their search 
processes, and establish a 
firm timeline for meetings 
and, ultimately, bringing a 
president to campus.

“They feel that, now that 
we’ve passed the flood, 
that the place is extremely 
well-positioned to do well,” 
Robillard said. “Everything 
has been put in place.”

The search committee’s 
next meeting is set for May 
8 in the Carver Biomedical 
Research Building.

Sophomore Connor Wat-
ters, a UI marketing and 
management major, said 
he enjoyed the talk and 
appreciated John’s style.

“Hopefully, one day, I 
want to open my own busi-
ness, and I love ‘Shark 
Tank,’ and I know he’s a suc-
cessful guy, so I just came to 
learn,” Watters said. “When 
you look at businesses, 
numbers and such, it can be 
so methodical, straight and 
strict, but sometimes when 
you listen to a lot of these 
guys they bring a lot more 
‘human’ to it.”

Morgan Holtz, the own-
er of Redhead Hair salon 

in Cedar Rapids, said she 
is a fan of “Shark Tank” as 
well, and she came to learn 
how to grow her business.

“I was taking notes 
while he was going over 
his four main keys,” she 
said. “I’ve only been in my 
business for a year, so I 
just wanted to come down 
and get his advice.”

After John’s talk, he 
opened it up for a Q&A 
session in which people 
asked him questions 
about their business 
and entrepreneurship.

At one point during the 
Q&A, instead of asking a 
question, a man told a per-
sonal story about his father 
and then asked John for a 
photo on stage. Despite the 
awkwardness and some 
discontent from the crowd, 

John agreed and took a 
photo with the man.

UI senior Kyra Seay, 
an entrepreneurship and 
social innovation major 
who was directly behind 
the photo man in the Q&A 
line, became worried there 
wouldn’t be enough time 
to ask her question. Seay 
was eventually able to talk 
with John.

During her question, 
she noted that she will 
graduate in May, and 
John told her to get him 
her information, some-
thing Seay said she was 
on her way to do.

“I come to events like 
this to learn,” she said. “I 
think the entrepreneurial 
community is one you can 
never get sick of because 
it’s constantly changing.”

Guest fill the IMU Main Ballroom on Thursday. Daymond John, from the popular show “Shark Tank,” gave a lecture titled “Five S.H.A.R.K. 
Points: The fundamental Keys to Business and Personal Success.” Following the lecture students, were given an opportunity to pitch 
their businesses at the Hawk Pitch. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)



The term “angel inves-
tor” is associated with an 
affluent individual who 
provides capital for a 
business start-up. Bluntly 
speaking, such individuals 
are focused principally on 
one thing: generating more 
wealth. However, through-
out much of my life, I have 
come to use the term in a 
much more personal and 
philanthropic way. To me, 
“angel investors” are the 
countless individuals who, 
through the gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure, strive 
to advance the lives of oth-
ers. Each seems to possess 
deep-seated values that 
are centered on the adage 
“It is better to give than 
to receive.” Because of my 
personal faith, my mind 
tends to emphasize the 
“angel” part of the term 
— but frankly, without 
the “investor” element, the 
fundamental essence of 
those good intentions could 
not possibly be realized.

I am the eldest of eight 

children, the son of a 
fifth-generation cabinet-
maker/carpenter, and 
first-generation college 
graduate. Growing up, 
our home was rich with 
a treasure trove of love, 
but we were of very mod-
est financial means. From 
strictly an 
e c o n o m -
ic view-
point, who 
in their 
w i l d e s t 
d r e a m s 
could have 
ever imag-
ined that 
from such 
h u m b l e 
b e g i n -
nings I would one day 
graduate from college, ob-
tain a professional grad-
uate degree, complete 
postgraduate residency 
training, and eventually 
have the distinct privilege 
of serving as dean of one 
the finest colleges of phar-
macy in the world?  

Certainly not I; yet here 
I am.  

The truth is, my jour-
ney was made possible in 
large measure by some 
very caring, considerate, 
anonymous angel inves-
tor-philanthropists who 
helped fund my education. 
Without their support, I 
could not have possibly 
afforded the wonderful 
education I received. And 
for that I will forever be 
grateful.

As dean of the UI Col-
lege of Pharmacy, I expe-
rience daily the joy of in-
teracting with students. 
They serve as a constant 
reminder of the hopes and 
dreams of the future. Yet, 
given the ever-increasing 
cost of education, the fi-
nancial burdens students 
face are a constant source 
of concern. Counterbal-
ancing this concern are 
the countless individuals, 
not unlike those angel 
investors who aided me, 
who are investing in our 

students through their 
support of scholarships, 
educational facilities, 
technology, and the facul-
ty who serve as the back-
bone of our educational 
enterprise. 

In Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet, Ju-
liet asks, “What’s in a 
name?” I think of these 
philanthropists as an-
gels, but the University 
of Iowa calls them “Phil” 
for short. Whatever you 
choose to call them, they 
are helping in numerous 
ways to keep students’ 
hopes and dreams alive 
through their generous 
philanthropy. They made 
a tremendous difference 
in my life, and I hope the 
wonderful “angel inves-
tors” who helped make 
my own education pos-
sible feel that their re-
turn on investment was 
worthwhile.

Donald Letendre
Dean

UI College of Pharmacy

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, and 
as such, an opportune 
time to discuss sexual 
abuse toward a specific 
demographic that is of-
ten overlooked — people 
with disabilities.

According to a study cited 
in the People’s Law School 
of Canada, males with dis-
abilities are twice as likely 
than those with without 
disabilities to be sexually 
abused. The rates are the 
same for females with dis-
abilities, except this statis-
tic broadens to include all 
types of abuse — physical, 
mental, financial, etc. 

Lioness Ayres, a Uni-
versity of Iowa associ-
ate professor of nursing, 
has devoted much of her 
research to exploring 
how caregivers and fam-
ily members respond to 
chronic illnesses. In her 
research, she has also 
learned about the abuse 
of people with disabilities.

“People with disabili-
ties are easy to abuse,” 
she said. “Blind people are 
easy to rob, people with 
closed-head injuries are 
easy to exploit financially, 
people in wheelchairs are 
frail or fragile oftentimes. 
And it’s easy because — 
and this is terrible but 
true — when people with 
disabilities complain 
about abuse, they’re often 
not taken seriously.”

Let’s imagine a poten-
tial stereotypical sexu-
al-assault scene involv-
ing an able-bodied and 
able-minded person. The 
attacker comes up to 
them, and physically tries 
to overtake them. It is 
possible that the person 
who is being assaulted 
could run away or phys-

ically fight back. If the 
person being attacked has 
a physical disability, this 
possibility is greatly de-
creased, as they may nei-
ther have the strength or 
the stamina to do either. 

We also know, however, 
that most sexual-assault 
perpetrators are acquain-
tances of those who are 
assaulted. And on top of 
the manipulation and 
guilt-tripping that often 
is involved in an acquain-
tance assault, a person 
with a disability is often 
dependent on this person 
in the situation, or, in the 
case of someone with an 
intellectual disability, may 
have a hard time realizing 
that what is being done is 
wrong. They may also be 
easier to manipulate. 

Even if someone does 
not have an intellectual 
disability but has a phys-
ical disability, they may 
find themselves in a sit-
uation in which they are 
being manipulated into 
accepting sexual abuse as 
“normal.” Or they may be 
so dependent on the per-
son who is abusing them 
that they may believe that 
they have to accept the 
abuse or go without care.

Of course, as Ayres said, 
there is also the issue that 
when people with disabili-
ties choose to report abuse, 
they are often not believed, 
because they are often seen 
as not as sound of mind. 
With this in mind, it is 
likely that they will simply 
choose not to report any-
thing wrong, and thus the 
cycle of abuse continues.

As someone with a dis-
ability, this fact horrifies 
me. If you don’t have a dis-
ability, you should be hor-
rified, too. Why? Because 
“people with disabilities” 
is the only minority group 
that you can become a part 
of anytime in your life. Not 
everyone with a disability 
is born that way, meaning 
that you, too, could one day 
find yourself in a position 
where you are dependent 
on other people to perform 
everyday tasks.
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It has been several years now since the term “drone” 
ventured beyond the vocabulary of science-fiction 
fanatics and into the minds of politicians, engineers, 

and even the guy standing next to you at the coffee shop.
Despite an increased familiarity with the technology 

— whether through their use as weapons or as alter-
natives to package delivery — there has been no such 
increase in public comfort surrounding these machines.

On Thursday, the Obama administration declassi-
fied an incident that occurred in January of this year; 
in which a drone strike aimed at killing Qaeda ter-
rorists also killed two civilians. One of the civilians 
killed was an American, Warren Weinstein, the other 
an Italian, Giovanni Lo Porto.

In his address, President Obama admitted that his 
administration was not aware of the presence of Lo 
Porto and Weinstein at the compound. And although 
the counterterrorism effort did eliminate terrorists, and 
the White House claims the strike was consistent with 
counterterrorism policies, the incident can only serve to 
heighten public unrest about drones.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes that 
Obama’s statement to “do our utmost to ensure it is 
not repeated” holds little weight while funding is still 
poured into taking the step from semi- to fully autono-
mous drones. Furthermore, we support legislation and 
projects that protect U.S. soldiers and citizens but not at 
the cost of detriment to the U.S. human-rights standings.

Atop the list of human-rights concerns surrounding 
drone technology use in the military is the increased 
risk of civilian casualties. According to a report pub-

lished in 2012 by the Human Rights Watch, “fully au-
tonomous weapons that could select and engage tar-
gets without human intervention could be developed 
within 20 to 30 years.”

While the prospect of such machines that don’t re-
quire U.S. soldiers on the battlefield is enticing, the fear 
that something may go wrong outweighs the benefits 
of such machines. After all, the killing of an innocent 
civilian — American or otherwise — is one of the worst 
side effects of war.

Of course, the point can be made that drones may have 
the potential to lead to human-rights violations, but such 
potential is a small price to pay given the purpose of 
drones. In practice, drones are often used in counterter-
rorism efforts — fighting individuals who refuse to follow 
human rights themselves.

But when it comes to human rights, killing one to save 
1,000 cannot apply.

It is important to note that the killing of these two 
civilians in January was more a function of an un-
der-informed mission than of a drone strike itself. But 
with each civilian death on the hands — so to speak 
— of a drone, the support to prevent their increased 
proliferation gains ground. 

Amid the unrealistic, science-fiction aspects of 
drones there is a legitimate fear of completely auton-
omous weaponized robots being the root cause of hu-
man-rights violations in the future. It is entirely fath-
omable that an unmanned aerial vehicle could make 
a catastrophic mistake and at that point, it will be too 
late to prevent the damage.
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Tread carefully with drones

My connection to the 
University of Iowa began 
when I was 8 years old.  I 
grew up in Iowa City, at-
tending elementary school 
across the street from 
what is now the UI Tip-
pie College of Business, 
where I would later get 
my M.B.A.. I earned my 
undergraduate degree in 
speech communications 
from the UI, and my first 
management position was 
at the UI Alumni Associa-
tion, where I served as as-
sociate director.

When I left Iowa City 
35 years ago to begin a 
career in media and en-
tertainment, I was armed 
with the rich history and 
tradition of this univer-
sity and the community 
that surrounds it. As my 
career and my life took 
me to Chicago, then New 
York and Toronto, I often 

found myself reflecting on 
the value of my Iowa ed-
ucation. I believe it was a 
significant contributor to 
my business success, both 
in terms of the substance 
of my education and the 
less tangible lessons I 
learned about indepen-
dent thinking, open-mind-
edness, and fair play.

I got a sense of per-
spective at the UI — a 
broader and more bal-
anced view than I often 
found in colleagues whose 
earlier lives were spent 
elsewhere. And I believe 
that education, those les-
sons and that perspective, 
encouraged me to make 
more thoughtful deci-
sions, take a longer-term, 
more strategic look at is-
sues, and be a more effec-
tive manager and leader.  

I come back to the UI 
often now, in my role as a 

board member of both the 
UI Foundation and the 
Tippie Advisory Board. 
And I find that I always 
leave refreshed and rein-
vigorated, 
f i n d i n g 
those same 
values at 
work today 
among en-
thusiastic 
students, 
insightful 
f a c u l t y, 
and lead-
i n g - e d g e 
administration and staff.

My own philanthropy 
comes from a strong desire 
to make sure we don’t lose 
that magic, that secret 
sauce that enabled me to 
learn simple truths at the 
University of Iowa that 
I could use to navigate a 
complex world. I feel fortu-
nate to be able to support 

unique programs at the 
Tippie College of Business 
that fuel my own passions. 
I support one that devel-
ops strong people-man-
agement skills among 
our M.B.A. students, and 
another that provides 
leadership development 
opportunities for women.  

Private support — our 
individual and collective 
philanthropy — ensures 
that tomorrow’s UI grad-
uates will have the op-
portunity to experience 
that same magic, build-
ing a strong foundation 
for lifelong success as 
well as a deep and lasting 
connection to the Univer-
sity of Iowa.

Kathleen Dore (1972 B.A., 
1984 M.B.A.)

New York
University of Iowa Founda-

tion Board of Directors

The secret sauce of UI education
VOICES OF PHILANTHROPY

Hannah Soyer
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu

Dean: Phil is an ‘angel investor’
VOICES OF PHILANTHROPY

Dore
UI alumna

Letendre
dean



By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa.edu

Republican presidential 
hopefuls have flocked to 
faith-based events in Iowa 
such as the Good Friday 
Prayer Breakfast, Homes-
chool Iowa Day, and Satur-
day’s Iowa Faith & Freedom 
Coalition Spring Kickoff, vy-
ing to harness the conserva-
tive sector of the party. 

During the 2012 election 
cycle, 57 percent of Iowa’s 
caucus goers identified as 
evangelical or born-again 
Christians, according to a 
CNN entrance poll. That 
makes the Republican-lean-
ing subset a key demo-
graphic for GOP hopefuls. 

And more events that ca-
ter to social conservatives in 
Iowa may be because that 
sector of the Republican 
Party may feel their values 
are more endangered than 
in years past.

“I think among Ameri-
can evangelicals there is 
a feeling of being threat-
ened right now,” said Cara 
Burnidge, an assistant pro-
fessor of religion and politics 
at the University of North-
ern Iowa. “The public debate 
is about whether or not that 
feeling of being threatened 
is supported by legislation 
and by candidates.”

Although social issues 
may be make-or-break top-
ics for social conservatives, 
Burnidge and Iowa Faith 
and Freedom Coalition 
President Steve Scheffler 

said the evangelical popu-
lation cares about a wide 
range of topics. 

At this Saturday’s event, 
he said, he expects candi-
dates to address a range of 
issues including education, 
taxes, and 
national se-
curity. 

Still, a 
p o w e r f u l 
force in the 
movement is 
Bob Vander 
Plaats, the 
CEO of 
the Family 
Leader, a 
C h r i s t i a n 
conservative organization. 
In 2011, The Hill called 
Vander Plaats’ one of the 
top 10 most-coveted en-
dorsements for Republicans 
running for president. 

He is one of many Iowa 
conservative heavyweights 
hosting events across the 
state with 2016 GOP hope-
fuls to promote Christian 
principles in governance.

“2016 is a different envi-
ronment than ’08 and 2012,” 
Vander Plaats said. “At this 
point, there needs to be level 
and fair playing field while 
we discern which candidate 
will be the best candidate to 
champion pro-family lead-
ership for country.”

Those family values cre-
ate a social platform based 
on pro-life, anti-gay mar-
riage, and abstinence-based 
student education stances. 

Still, experts agree 
Vander Plaats’ sway re-
mains significant. Miranda 
Blue, a senior researcher 
at People for the American 
Way, a liberal advocacy 
group, said he has great in-
fluence in Iowa’s social-con-
servative realm. 

“You can see from the 
vast majority of Republican 
candidates are eager to be 
seen with him and eager to 
attend his events, that his 
endorsement and support 
means a lot in the race,” 
Blue said.  “I think that his 
influence in the presiden-

tial race in Iowa speaks to 
where the Republican Party 
is ideologically at.”

Those moral issues have 
triggered Rep. Steve King, 
R-Iowa, to introduce a bill 
this week that, if passed, 
would prevent federal courts 
from overturning state bans. 

“For too long, federal 
courts have overstepped 
their constitutionally limit-

ed duty to interpret the Con-
stitution,” King said in a re-
lease. “Rather, federal courts 
have prevented the Consti-
tution to make law and cre-
ate constitutional rights to 
things such as privacy, birth 
control, and abortion.”

King is also a major play-
er when it comes to GOP en-
dorsements. The Des Moines 
Register ranked him No. 5 

on its list of most wanted 
Republicans for 2016. 

For many other socially 
conservative donors in Io-
wa, centrist ideology won’t 
grab their attention or 
their support. 

“I think if we nominate 
a moderate that is Hil-
lary-like, we’ll get steamroll-
ed,” Vander Plaats said. “It 
won’t even be close.” 
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King
representative

Iowa conservatives stretch their muscles



• Virgil Vigil, all day reading of Virgil’s works, Black 
Hawk Minipark
• Spring Bike Tune-up, 2-4 p.m., Pentacrest
• 10th-Anniversary Celebration of UI and China 
Daily Exchange Partnership, 3 p.m., Adler Rotunda
• Alexandria Miller, mezzo-soprano, 4 p.m., Clinton 
Street Music 376 
• Baroque Organ and Flute Concert, 5 p.m., Riverside 
Recital Hall
• Hanna Ralson, mezzo-soprano, 6 p.m., University 
Capitol Center Recital Hall 2
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Poets on the Book, Ted 
Mathys & Matt Hart, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Aly Olson, soprano, 8 p.m., University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• American Sniper, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• Matthew Laughlin, cello. 8 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church 320 E. College
• The Liar. Mainstage, Theater Building Mabie Theater
• The Wedding Ringer, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Alternative Prom, 9 p.m., Currier Hall Multipurpose Room

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Friday, April 24, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You will not see an emotional situation 
clearly. Don’t jump to conclusions or act in haste. Concentrate on con-
tracts, finances, and negotiations, not petty arguments that you will live 
to regret. Change can be good if you make the right choice.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Consider taking a mini-vacation. Someone 
special will be eager to take off at short notice. The more spontaneous 
you are, the better. You’ll enjoy learning about different cultures or 
spending time relaxing with a loved one.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Check out your career options, but don’t 
make a hasty decision or quit one job without securing a better one 
first. Make personal improvements that will add to your comfort at 
home or update your looks, appeal, or knowledge.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): A nervous stomach caused by an un-
predictable situation is likely if you have something to hide or have 
neglected your health. Backtrack quickly, and use all the charm you can 
muster to turn a negative into a positive. Express your feelings.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Do your best to get along and to exhibit consis-
tency when faced with emotional situations. Let relationships develop 
naturally. Share physical activities instead of getting into a deep discus-
sion that has the potential to turn into a polarizing debate.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Helping others will give you an oppor-
tunity to show off your skills. Don’t give in to anyone making unrea-
sonable demands. A relationship will turn sour if a lack of honesty is 
allowed to develop.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Learn from the experience you have with 
others. You can make changes that will enhance your appearance or 
add to your spiritual awareness. A positive change in a romantic rela-
tionship is apparent if you are patient and control your emotions.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Do something you really enjoy doing. This 
is a great day to discuss partnerships and creative projects. Don’t limit 
what you can do because you are too shy or secretive to speak up and 
share. Listen carefully, and respond honestly. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Find a way to cut expenses. Review 
bank statements, income-tax deductions, utilities and residential bills, 
and set up a budget you can stick to. Saving in order to raise your stan-
dard of living will pay off and impress someone you love.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Emotions will be difficult to control. 
Share your thoughts, and consider innovative suggestions. You can get 
ahead and improve your living arrangements as well as your personal 
relationships if you speak truthfully about your feelings.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take care of your needs. Check out alter-
native medicines, practices, and fitness programs that can help you stay 
balanced and energetic enough to keep up with your peers, children, 
and your partner. Don’t get angry or disappointed; get moving. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Problems with authority figures or 
immigration and customs officials can be expected if you travel. In-
stead, stick closer to home, and do things with friends and relatives. 
Talking about your money ideas or professional plans will lead to 
helpful responses.

New Collective 
Nouns:

•  an exclusive of hipsters

•  a snob of critics

•  a congress of felons

•  a led of zeppelins

•  a yoda of Trekkies

•  a hush of librarians

•  a FIRST of commenters

•  an abstraction of poets

•  a pubescence of freshmen

•  a graffle of Fraggles

•  a scandal of lesbians

•  a fabulous of gays

•  a hotbed of bisexuals

•  a boring of straights

•  a lipsmack of cannibals

•  a buttload of Kardashians

•  a dwelling of homeless

•  a bhang of hippies

•  a circle of Directioners

•  a lemming of Beliebers

•  a tuck of drag queens

•  a siiiiiiigh of athiests

•  a gop of the uninsured

•  an odor of neckbeards

•  an arrogance of surgeons

•  a smug of vegans

•  a studmuffin of Juhls

Andrew R. Juhl thanks TD, ML, DH, CO, 
KW, and RS for contributing to today’s 

Ledge.

We may achieve climate, but weather is thrust upon us.
— O. Henry
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By CORY PORTER
cory-porter@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa se-
niors will graduate in 
less than a month, but 
before they walk across 
that stage and into the 
real world, they have a go-
ing-away present: Senior 
Week.

Started last year by the 
Campus Activities Board 
and the Students Today, 
Alumni Tomorrow, Senior 
Week will be six-day cel-
ebration giving seniors 
the chance to get together, 
have fun, and remember 
their time at the Univer-
sity of Iowa. 

Hundreds of tickets 
have been sold so far, a 
major improvement over 
the inaugural year.

“I think it’s really im-
portant to show the se-
niors how far they’ve 
come … and to show 
them that their time 
was well spent and that 
the university is really 
proud of what they’ve do-
ne,” said UI junior Tess 
Lough, executive director 
of University and Alumni 
Relations for Students 
Today, Alumni Tomorrow.

Senior Week will start 
the week off with a VIP 
Party at the Misterwives 
show, a Last Lecture and 
Wine Tasting on May 5, a 
Sendoff Lunch on May 6, 
a Trivia Night on May 7, 
and on May 8 a Giveaway 
Day and “Kick Return” at 
Kinnick Stadium.

For the Kinnick event, 
organizers plan a re-cre-
ation of the On Iowa pho-
to, in which students will 
form an “I” at the 50-yard 
line; the seniors this year 
were the first freshman 
class to participate in the 
photo as part of OnIowa.

When planning for 
the event, junior Kaitlyn 
Chizek, the special events 
director for the Campus 
Activities Board, said 
emails were sent out to 

seniors asking them what 
they would like to see.

“We tried to build the 
event based on their sug-
gestions, so we changed a 
lot of events,” Chizek said. 
“We don’t want this to be 
our event that we’re trying 
to get people to come to. We 
want it to be something 
that the student body can 
get excited about.”

This is the second year 
Senior Week will take 
place, which replaced the 
annual end-of-the-year 
musical event RiverFest.

Lough and Chizek said 
the planning for Senior 
Week is split nearly evenly 
between the two groups 
they’re a part of, while 
Tiffany Leschke, the 
coordinator for student 
activities and program-
ming at the Center for 
Student Involvement 
and Leadership, acts in 
an advisory role.

She said she’s seen 
a lot more effort and 
planning go into this 
year’s event, meaning it 
will have even more to 
offer seniors.

“The first year, ticket 
[sales] were minimal. 
I’d say we didn’t sell 
more than 20 tickets. 
Planning started in 
February,” she said. “It 
was kind of a last-min-
ute. This year, they’ve 
been planning for the 
entire year, already sold 
probably close to 400 
tickets sold, and we’re 
still a week and half 
out, which is amazing.”

She said the plan-
ning that has gone in-
to this event will give 
seniors a good chance 
to reminisce over their 
time at the UI.

“This is our way of 
thanking them for their 
time [and] kind of recap-
ping the memories for 
them,” she said.

Tickets are available 
for $10 at the Hub or 
across from the Hawk 

Shop, where graduation 
caps and gowns are avail-
able.

Iowa officials move 
on ethanol

Senior Week set to 
kick off

A tractor sits in a field outside Iowa City on April 15. The U.S. House and Senate 
have introduced bills that would strip away “burdensome restrictions” on ethanol. 
(The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

Much of Iowa’s congres-
sional delegation says the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is improperly 
placing binds on renew-
able-fuel companies and 
consumers. Members in 
the U.S. House and Sen-
ate have introduced acts 
that would strip “burden-
some restrictions” placed 
on the ethanol sector.

Reps. Rod Blum and 
David Young, both R-Io-
wa, introduced the Fuel 
Choice and Deregulation 
Act of 2015 in the House 
on Wednesday. The act 
would also align the same 
tax rate between liquid 
natural gas and diesel fu-
els and further push com-
panies to create new tech-
nological advancements.

“It is time for the EPA 
to stop denying Amer-
ican consumers access 
to new fuels in the mar-
ketplace,” Blum said in 
a prepared statement. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Sen. Rand 
Paul, R-Ky., first intro-
duced a version in the 
Senate.

Strong support for the 
bill actually began with 
Paul, who, while cam-
paigning for president, 
had long discussions 
with ethanol producers 
in his home state and Io-
wa, according to a source 
familiar with the con-
versations who wished 
to remain to anonymous 
because of her or his 
position in the renew-
able-fuels industry.

Ethanol is cleaner to 
burn than gasoline but 
in some vehicles pro-
vides lower miles per 

gallon.
In a statement 

Wednesday, Grassley 
praised Blum and said 
the effort is an example 
of understanding the ap-
peal behind cleaner, do-
mestic renewable fuels.

Currently, the EPA 
allows gas stations and 
other suppliers to sell 
E10 — a blend of gaso-
line with 10 percent al-
cohol — year-round in 
Iowa. Larger quantities 
of ethanol, specifically 
E15 — are limited be-
cause of vapor pressure 
and the state’s climate.

The bill calls for the 
EPA to issue waivers 
year-round so the E15 
blend could be sold 
throughout the year.

That’s a key step for 
80 to 90 retailers in Io-
wa that sell E15 and 
can only do so between 
April and September, 
said Amanda De Jong of 
the Iowa Corn Growers 
Association, an agribusi-
ness lobbying group that 
wields strong political 
influence.

Small “mom and pop” 
gas stations and ethanol 

suppliers see the financial 
pinch when they have to 
switch their fuel pumps 
regularly, De Jong said. 
Consumers can also be-
come confused when they 
pull up to a pump and see 
that an E15 option has 
switched to E10, she said.

Greg Olsen, who serves 
as the general manager 
for the POET Biorefining 
in Corning, Iowa, said the 
EPA’s regulations have 
come at such an expense 
for the 44-person opera-
tion that the company had 
to hire one person just to 
thumb through the com-
pany’s files to make sure 
it is staying in compliance 
with the EPA and its ma-
ny regulations.

The company consumes 
approximately 23 million 
bushels of locally grown 
corn and makes almost 65 
million gallons of ethanol 
annually.

“More regulations are 
coming all the time,” Ol-
sen said. “We’re kind of 
shooting our selves in the 
foot as a country saying 
we want cleaner air but 
aren’t allowing it into the 
environment.”

TRANSPORTATION 

Senior week
Senior Week starts May 4, 
and hundreds of tickets have 
been sold. Events include:

• May 4: VIP Party at the 
Misterwives Show 
• May 5: Wine Tasting 
• May 6: Sendoff Lunch 
• May 7: Trivia Night 
• May 8: Giveaway Day 

Source: Senior Week 
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Dog fetches retirement
By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

The newest retiree from 
the Johnson County Sher-
riff’s Office will most likely 
spend his free time running, 
enjoying time under the 
sun, and playing fetch.

K-9 Patrol Dog Lazer, who 
will retire April 30 after 
12 years of loyal service to 
the Sheriff’s Office, attend-
ed a recognition ceremony 
during the Board of Super-
visors’ meeting Thursday.

Lazer joined the de-
partment in June 2003, 
trained in areas such as 
narcotics, tracking, and 
particle searches.

Deputy Chris Langen-
berg, who has been Lazer’s 
handler since he was first 
on the force, recalls the first 
night he spent with the dog.

“I remember when I was 
initially assigned to the ca-
nine unit,” Langenberg said. 
“I had Sgt. [Randy] Lamm 
with me down there as my 
decoy, and we quickly dis-
covered [Lazer] didn’t like 
being in kennels. He was 
sitting there the whole night 
barking. I remember looking 
at Randy saying, ‘What the 
heck did I get myself in to?’ ”

Despite the struggle of 
the first few weeks, Lan-
genberg said, Lazer quickly 
became like family, and they 
have been inseparable ever 
since. In Johnson County, 
K-9 units live with their 
handlers, and Langenberg 
said his children weren’t at 
the ceremony because they 
were afraid they’d cry.

During his time on the 
force, Lazer has worked 
hard and won several re-
gional and state awards.

In 2004, he received the 
U.S Police Canine Associ-
ation Region Detector Dog 
Case of the Year award for 
his role in seizing $372,000, 
and in 2008 he was named 
one of the top-21 patrol dogs 
in the region for tracking a 
burglar suspect 5.2 miles 
— the longest in Johnson 
County history.

“As far as work goes, I’ve 
demanded and required 
that he be perfect,” Lan-
genberg said. “I don’t know 
if we’ve always achieved 
that, but we’ve always 
strove to do it.”

During the ceremony, 
Sherriff Lonny Pulkrabek 
praised Lazer for the work 
he had done, as well as 
Langenberg.

“It’s a huge burden for of-
ficers to take a canine, with 
all the additional training 
they have to do that most 
people forget about,” he 
said. “Most deputies can go 
home and take their uni-
form off, while Chris has to 
go home and attend to his 
family and Lazer.”

Lazer is also the longest 
serving K-9 in the depart-
ment. The preceding serv-
ing dog, Turbo, was the 
first K-9 Johnson County 
had, and he worked for 10 
and a half years.

This is especially remark-
able, Pulkrabek said, given 
the national average for po-
lice canine is four years.

Supervisor Janelle Ret-
tig added her thanks not 
only to Lazer but Langen-
berg’s family.

“I’m sure the dog has 
been family,” she said. “But 
it also has to work. So the 
emotions of sending two 
loved ones off to harm’s way 
every morning is probably 
doubly troubling, so thank 
you to your family.”

And although Lazer did 
not comment, he wagged 
his tail and was reportedly 
looking forward to the dog 
days of summer.

River Bash was hosted by Sigma Chi for its philanthropy on Thursday. The concert featured Gino Jocko, Sendin, Win+Woo, Louis the Child, and headliner Waka 
Focka Flame. Proceeds from the concert went to the Huntsman Cancer Foundation, but the concert was shut down early due to noise complaints. (The Daily 
Iowan/John Theulen)

WAKA FINE LINE
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By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.ed

Athletes start somewhere before competing on 
the collegiate level, and for three Iowa sprinters 
— Jared Ganschow, James Harrington, and Bren-
dan Thompson — it started at the Drake Relays. 
 This weekend, the athletes will return to Des 
Moines, where it began before they were Hawkeyes. 
    In 2011, Ganschow and Clear Creek/Amana competed 
with rival Fort Madison, Thompson’s alma mater, in the 
men’s 1,600-meter relay. Both sprinters said the outcome in 
their heat was close, but Thompson’s squad finished on top. 
  “We were always in the same events, and it was just 
a friendly competition,” he said. “Ever since my soph-
omore year of high school, we were always rivals.” 
   Ganschow, a native of Oxford, Iowa, was eager to take 
to the track against Thompson because they were both 
so competive in the relays. Their drive to win made 
the races more fun, he said, and it was always a battle. 

 In Thompson’s senior year, he competed in 
the men’s 100 meters against Harrington, who 
went to Cedar Falls High, a different district 
and class from Thompson’s and Ganschow’s. 
 Initially, Ganschow was going to compete in that 
event, but he didn’t because of a hamstring inju-
ry. Thompson came in ninth and he didn’t get a 
shot at finals with Harrington, who won the event. 
       While there was never a time the three sprinters compet-
ed in the same event, they were all on the oval during their 
time in high school, and all there for one reason — to win. 
  However, what these athletes couldn’t know is that 
they would wind up a part of the same program, compet-
ing in the same stadium in which they were once rivals. 
   That familiarity with one another helped bring them 
together. Thompson hosted old rival Ganschow on his 
visit before he committed to be a Hawkeye. The ju-
nior had no problem taking Ganschow under his wing. 
      From Thompson’s experience before committing, he said, 
he had lots of questions and wanted to clear those when 

Ganschow came to visit. He wanted to help him through 
the process of making the right decision about college. 
    “I actually hadn’t known he had come to Iowa until I vis-
ited, and I was surprised,” Ganschow said. “When I came 
here and saw what he was doing, it was so great to see that. 
    “It was a lot of fun to get to see him, know a little bit more 
about his races, and how he’s been doing since we ran. I 
had raced against him so much so we knew a lot about 
each other, and that made the visit more fun for me.” 
 Harrington transferred from Alabama af-
ter his sophomore year, and now all three 
sprinters are roommates and best friends. 
    This weekend will be the first time since high school 
all three will be together competing for the same pro-
gram at the Drake Relays. Harrington and Thompson 
competed last year, but Ganschow didn’t.

“We’ve all competed at Drake, so we know what to 
expect, and we know the atmosphere,” Harrington said. 
“It’s always good to come back where you have history 
and show everyone you’ve been making progress.”

By COURTNEY BAUMANN AND MARIO WILLIAMS 
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Buy or Sell: Iowa will find more success 
in their relays than individual events.

 
 Courtney Baumann: Sell. Iowa’s 

relay teams are up against some tough 
competition. With relay powerhouses 
such as Arizona State, Notre Dame, 
Ohio State, and Texas Tech competing 
on the women’s side and Arizona, Ar-
kansas, Baylor, and Illinois on the men’s 
side, the Hawkeyes will have a tough 
time trying to break into the top.

 Mario Williams: Sell. Iowa’s relay 
teams on both the men’s and women’s 
side have seen some tough competition 
so far in the season. Sure, they’ve do-
ne well, but their success doesn’t com-
pare with the success in the individual 
events. Athletes such as sophomore 
Aaron Mallett, junior MonTayla Hold-
er, and sophomore Elexis Guster know 
how to put up great times and come on 
top in their events.

Buy or Sell: Iowa’s team captains will 
lead the way for the Hawkeyes at Drake.

 
Baumann: Sell. Of the six Hawkeye 

captains, only three are in the lineup in 
individual events. Allison Gattone will 
compete in the javelin, Lake Kwaza in 
100-meter dash, and Gabe Hull in the 
discus. Hull has a chance of topping his 
event for the second year in a row, but 
Gattone’s and Kwaza’s performances 
thus far in the outdoor season have 
been less than convincing. Gattone just 
barely ranks in the top 300 in the coun-
try for javelin, sitting tied for 299, and 
even though Kwaza did have an excit-
ing weekend at the Mt. SAC Relays, 

she has been extremely inconsistent in 
individual events.

 Williams: Buy. Despite half of the 
team captains’ not competing this week-
end, don’t doubt the success of Hull and 
Kwaza. Both have experience at Drake, 
and Hull has a chance of defending his 
title. Kwaza hasn’t had an impressive 
outdoor season — until recently at the 
Mt. SAC Relays, in which she broke the 
school record with a time of 11:40. I’m 
sure she’ll be able to keep the momen-
tum up going into an environment in 
which she’s performed well in.

Buy or Sell: Iowa will send numerous 
athletes to the podium.

 
Baumann: Buy. Maybe they won’t 

all be gold, but Iowa has a good chance 

of sending at least three athletes to the 
top of their categories. Sophomore Aar-
on Mallett will have the opportunity to 
face two of the three 110-meter hurdlers 
that are ranked higher than him in the 
nation — he’ll definitely want to prove 
something. Hull won discus at Drake 
last season, and he will surely have some 
confidence. Additionally, No. 18 ranked 
MonTayla Holder only has two compet-
itors with a better time than she does.

 Williams: Buy. On the men’s team 
alone this season, more than five athletes 
have had a chance to experience being on 
the podium. I’m sure that those athletes 
will continue to prove what they can do 
on the blue oval against some of the same 
competition it has seen this season. Mal-
lett will be able to compete in many oth-
er events other than his signature event, 
which can give him a shot at the podium.

BUY OR SELL

KEY EVENTS

TOP 5 
COMPETITORS

No. 4

No. 12

No. 13

No. 18

No. 20

Five Iowa athletes competing at the 
Drake Relays are nationally ranked in 

the top 20 in their events. 

Aaron Mallett
110-meter hurdle

Brittany Brown
200 meter

Lake Kwaza
100 meter

MonTayla Holder
400-meter hurdle

Gabe Hull
Discus

Open Events
Men 1,500 meter

Saturday, 2:55 p.m.

Women 100 meter
Saturday, 2:07 p.m.

Women 3,000 meter Steeplechase 
Saturday, 10:40 a.m.

Relays
Women 4x100 meter
Saturday, 3:25 p.m.

Women 4x400 meter
Saturday, 3:45 p.m.

Men 4x400 meter 
Saturday, 3:52 p.m.

Hurdles
Men 400 meter

Saturday, 1:13 p.m.

Men 110 meter
Saturday, 2:24 p.m.

Women 400 meter 
Friday, 12:08 p.m.

Iowa’s Gabe Hull reacts to his throw in the discus at the Drake Relays in Des Moines on April 27, 2013. Hull is ranked No. 20 in 
the nation in the discus. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Photo by Margaret Kispert

2015 DRAKE RELAYS
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Saturday will give fans 
and others surrounding the 
team an opportunity to see 
if Iowa uss Beathard’s big 
arm in a larger capacity 
than years past or if that 
run/pass trend plateaus.

    

How many linebackers are 
capable of playing well?

  
So far this spring, there 

has been a lot of talk re-
garding the depth Iowa 
has at linebacker. Talk is 
cheap, and Saturday will 
give a glimpse into how 
much real depth there is 
at those three spots. Even 
more, some are wondering 
how capable those backups 
are of playing effectively.

In theory, they should be 
able to make plays. Five 
of the six players listed as 

linebackers on Iowa’s two-
deeps have at least one 
letter, the only non-letter-
winner being co-backup 
weakside backer Aaron 
Mends, a redshirt fresh-
man from Kansas City, 
Missouri. And for what it’s 
worth, linebackers coach 
Jim Reid praised Mends’ 
physical ability and tough-
ness earlier this spring.

Depending on how you 
look at it, seniors Travis 
Perry and Cole Fisher 
are listed as No. 2s is ei-
ther a good thing or bad 
thing. It could mean Ben 
Niemann, Josey Jewell, 
and Bo Bower are show-
ing that much prom-
ise, or it could mean the 
Hawkeyes may not be as 
deep as they look at face 
value.

Only time will tell.

How much will Beathard 
run?

While the run/pass 
balance will likely be a 

realistic peek into the 
offense, the number of 
times Beathard uses his 
feet may not be so real-
istic.

   Davis and other coach-
es on Iowa’s roster have 
said they like the idea 
of a gunslinger with the 
ability to use his feet — 
Beathard’s average of 5.6 
yards per carry last sea-
son solidifies that — but 
he’s the only signal-caller 
on Iowa’s roster who has 
played a game. Put sim-
ply, the Hawkeyes want 
to use him in the running 
game as much as possible 
but not to the extent of 
risking an injury.

He will wear the red 
“don’t touch me” jersey 
Saturday and could take 
advantage of that attire, 
knowing he won’t be 
tackled, but we probably 
won’t see how much free-
dom to run Beathard has 
until Iowa’s opener with 
Illinois State on Sept. 5 
in Kinnick.

Josh Silverstein at No. 2 
doubles.

Iowa kept its foot on 
the gas heading into sin-
gles play, winning all six 
first-set games.

Senior Matt Hagan, fresh-
man Lefteris Theodorou, Sil-
verstein, and Jacoby all took 
their first 
sets easily, 
while Pat-
rick and 
sophomore 
Nils Hall-
estrand won in tiebreakers

“Today was awesome,” 
Hagan said. “Getting the 
doubles point is huge in 
a match where the teams 
are so even. We got a ton of 
momentum after that and 
took it right into singles, 
winning all of those sets.”

Wilson said he knew 
the Hawks had it in them 
but admitted he was a 
little surprised at how it 
all came together against 
Wisconsin, a team they 
narrowly beat, 4-3, earlier 

in the year.
“The first time we played 

[Wisconsin], it was close, 
and the conditions were 
bad,” Wilson said. “But to-
day, we haven’t had too ma-
ny matches like that where 
we took control in doubles, 
kept momentum, and killed 
it in singles.”

The win against the 
Badgers means that Ha-
gan, who was named to 
first team All-Big Ten hon-

ors before the match, and 
Andres Estenssoro get to 
put on the Iowa uniform at 
least one more time.

Hagan has advanced in 
the Big Ten Tournament 
for the first time in his ca-
reer, and he relishes the 
moment.

“It’s a pretty great feel-
ing right now,” he said. 
“My last couple years, we 
lost in the first round. It’s 
cool going out in a winning 
way. We’ve had a good sea-
son, and it’s refreshing to 

beat Wisconsin.”
Waiting for the 

Hawkeyes today is No. 3 
Illinois, the top seed in the 
tournament.

Although beating the 
Illini stands as a tall task, 
anything is possible at this 
point in the season.

If Thursday is any indica-
tion, the Hawkeyes are play-
ing their best tennis at the 
right time. If they play as 
they did against Wisconsin, 

perhaps 
I l l i n o i s 
will tight-
en up and 
play tim-
idly.

If Iowa can steal the 
doubles point, it will could 
put the match up for grabs.

 “We just need to keep 
playing like we have been,” 
Hagan said. “We can push 
anyone. I think if we be-
lieve in ourselves and fight 
for every single point, you 
never really know what 
can happen.”

Follow @B_Dows4 on 
Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Io-
wa men’s tennis team.

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 12

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 12

“Playing in center field, 
I can see every pitch, and 
Blake has a lot of move-
ment on his curve ball 
or slider,” senior Eric 
Toole said. “His change-
up moves a lot, too. When 
you can throw 95 or 96, 
that off-speed stuff is a 
huge thing to have.”

No longer a one-trick 
pony, Hickman’s arse-
nal is quickly becoming 
one of the nastiest in the 
conference.

“If you’re only throwing 
fastballs, anybody can time 
up your pitches no matter 
how hard you’re throwing,” 
Hickman said. “Doesn’t 
matter if you’re throwing 
100, 95, or 85. I think if I 
have all my pitches work-
ing to go along with that, 
I’ll be sitting pretty come 
game time.”

Now 6-1 and the owner 
of the lowest opposing bat-
ting average on the team, 
Hickman’s confidence has 
allowed him to come full 
circle and blossom into 
the talent on the mound 
that head coach Rick Hell-
er and Brickman saw in 
him last season.

“He was a work in prog-
ress last season, but the 

way he’s grown into the 
mental part of the game 
this year has been great,” 
Brickman said. “And really, 
that’s something he should 
get all of the credit for.”

Follow @ryanarod on 
Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the 
Iowa baseball team.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 12

Iowa’s Blake Hickman looks for a sign at Banks Field on Thursday. Hickman has added a sharp slider 
and a killer changeup to his pitching repertoire this season. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

FOLLOW US
@DI_SPORTS_DESK

Shoes sit on shelves in the weight room of the new Iowa football facility, the Hanson Football Performance Center, on Thursday. Students received 
free water bottles and were entered into a raffle for a locker-room tour at Kinnick and a pregame on-field experience at a game in the fall. (The Daily 
Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)

‘We can push anyone. I think if we believe in ourselves and fight 
for every single point, you never really know what can happen.’

— Matt Hagan, senior

WAITING IN THE WEIGHT ROOM
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Hawks beat 
Wisconsin, 
get Illini
The Hawkeyes dominated in 
their first-round win against 
Wisconsin.

By BLAKE DOWSON
blake-dowson@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s tennis team lives 
to fight another day after a 4-0-blow-
out victory over Wisconsin in the 
first round of the Big Ten Tourna-
ment on Thursday.

Although it’s on-
ly one match, Iowa 
definitely chose the 
right time of the 
year to start playing 
its best tennis.

“We played really 
well,” interim head 
coach Ross Wilson 
said. “Everyone in 
the lineup, they all 
played well. We took 
the momentum from doubles, and 
we didn’t look back.”

Every healthy Hawkeye played 
in what was possibly the best per-
formance from the team of the 
season, even with freshman Stieg 
Martens sitting out because of a 
nagging foot injury.

The Hawkeyes took control of the 
match from the start with wins from 
freshman Jake Jacoby and senior An-
dres Estenssoro at No. 3 doubles and 
junior Dom Patrick and freshman 

SPORTS
DAILYIOWANSPORTS.COMFOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESKFRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2015

Wilson
head coach

By RYAN RODRIGUEZ
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

Confidence is the ability to win 
games before they have started, the 
willingness to get back up after fail-
ing, and to do the same thing to come 
out on top the next time around.

Confidence is bold. The tenacity to ig-
nore the circumstances surrounding the 
current situation all the while knowing 
that you have what it takes to beat it.

Confidence personified, Iowa pitch-
er Blake Hickman has taken that 
mindset and amplified it this season.

“Now that I’m a pitcher, I think 
you have to be confident,” Hickman 
said. “Now that you’re facing nine 
guys throughout the whole lineup, 
you have to carry yourself with a lot 
of confidence to be out on the mound 
and be in control.”

Now that Hickman has moved to the 
other end of the battery, the confidence 
in his abilities, both mental and phys-
ical, has allowed the junior hurler to 
propel himself into the upper echelon of 
baseball talent in the Big Ten.

But it hasn’t always been that way.
“I think sometimes you see guys get 

complacent, but that’s never been the 
case for Blake,” Iowa pitching coach 
Scott Brickman said. “We know that 

success comes from preparation, and 
he does a tremendous job with pre-
paring on a weekly basis.”

A standout on the Simeon (Chicago) 
baseball team, an athlete factory, Hick-
man came to Iowa three years ago as a 
catcher and converted first basemen.

Needing to bolster a group of arms 
that was still woefully thin on the 
depth chart, the Iowa coaching staff 
asked Hickman to channel that in-
sane velocity and try his hand on the 
mound for the Hawkeyes. 

The transition was rocky to say the 
least.  The then-20-year-old Hickman 
couldn’t find the control to match the 
velocity on his 93 mph fastball, and 
his ERA in 17 appearances ballooned 
to almost 4 runs per game.

Unable to control the situation at 
hand, Hickman frequently let his op-
ponents get the better of him once he 
got in a hole.

“I think he’ll probably admit this 
too, but last year, there were times in 
which he would get into trouble and 
have a hard time trying to figure out 
how to stop it,” Brickman said. 

A summer halfway across the country 
in the Cape Cod League allowed Hickman 
to grow from within, returning to Iowa 
City this past fall a completely changed 
player both mentally and physically. 

No longer the easily rattled player he 
was a year ago, a growth in confidence 
has transformed Hickman from a work 
in progress to Iowa’s ace in the hole.

“This year, he really has the ability 
to hit the reset button and refocus,” 
Brickman said. “Last year, if he had 
a slip-up, it might have been 3 or 4 
runs; this year, it’s maybe 1.”

More than anything else, Hickman 
desperately needed time to work on 
the control issues that plagued him 
his first year on the mound. 

Already the owner of a blistering 
fastball, Hickman added a slider that 
serves twofold as a devastating off-
speed changeup that’s become near-
ly impossible for opposing batters to 
make contact with.

And while opposing teams have 
started to take notice, so have the 
Hawkeyes.

Iowa Hawkeye pitcher Blake Hickman boasts a 6-1 record and is the owner of the 
lowest opposing batting average on the team — but it didn’t always come that easy.

SEE TENNIS, 10

Iowa pitcher Blake Hickman gets ready for practice at Banks Field on Thursday. Hickman’s 2.56 ERA ranks 12th in the Big Ten. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

The Iowa football team is scheduled 
to have its final practice of the spring 
at 1 p.m. Saturday in Kinnick Stadium. 
To preview that event, the DI has three 
things to watch Saturday.

What is the balance between the 
running and passing game?

 
The biggest question so far this 

spring has been surrounding Iowa’s 
new-look offense, which will be led by 
junior C.J. Beathard. With Beathard 
having a better arm than two-year 
starter and future Michigan Wolverine 
Jake Rudock, it’s not a stretch to expect 
an expanded passing game.

However, that’s not the whole sto-
ry of Iowa’s offense. As 
fourth-year offensive 
coordinator Greg Da-
vis said Wednesday, 
the Hawkeyes have 
the deepest group of 
running backs since 
he arrived, led by Jor-
dan Canzeri and Le-
Shun Daniels Jr.

If the trends under 
Davis are any indica-
tion, Iowa could be in for more passes 
in 2015. Excluding his first year, which 
was a complete failure (Iowa ran 793 
plays in 2012, 931 in 2013, and 951 
last year), the Hawkeyes’ percentage of 
passing plays jumped from 41 percent 
in 2013 to 46 percent in 2014.

There are other factors in play there 
too, such as increased familiarity in the 
offense with Rudock starting two sea-
sons in a row, among other things.

SEE FOOTBALL, 10

Things to 
watch at 
Kinnick
The Iowa football team is 
scheduled to end its spring 
practice on Saturday.

Beathard
quarterback

No. 21 Iowa baseball vs. Nebraska
When: 4:05 p.m. today

Where: Banks Field
Watch/Listen: Big Ten Network Plus

Hickman pitching 
CONFIDENCE 

Iowa spring practice
When: 1 p.m. Saturday 

Where: Kinnick Stadium
Watch/Listen: Big Ten Network2Go

HEAD TO DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR A PREVIEW OF THE 
BIG TEN MEN’S AND WOMEN’S GOLF MATCHES. 

SPRING FOOTBALL 2015

SEE BASEBALL, 10
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