
By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

When Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., takes to a 
podium at the University of Iowa on Fri-
day during a first visit to liberal-leaning 
Iowa City in more than six months, he will 
be minted with a new title of Republican 
presidential candidate and will be met with 
what are expected to be several hundred po-
tential supporters.

Chants of “President Paul” could boom 
from the IMU, the very same way they did 
fewer than four years earlier when a starkly 
different Paul — his father, three-time pres-
idential candidate former Texas Rep. Ron 
Paul — was there.

Expect the younger Paul — a heartthrob 
among the party’s libertarian sector — to 
hone in on audiences 30 years and younger 
with a speech centered on privacy (partic-
ularly in phone and hand-held device se-
crecy), jobs, and a renewed sense of liberty, 
Paul’s Iowa-based strategist Steve Grubbs 
said in an interview with The Daily Iowan.

Still, a lot has changed in four years, at 
least in regards to the core of the GOP.

Political experts and supporters say 
beyond being a part of a political dynas-
ty and sharing the same last name, the 

younger Paul, 52, is not his father’s son 
and could have a long trail of groundwork 
if he hopes to captivate younger audiences 
the same way. 

Two words come to mind with the name 

Rand Paul for UI graduate Joey Gallagher: 
“New hope.”

“Sen. Paul is even bigger than Ron Paul,” 
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Some see Rand as ‘new hope’

SEE PAUL, 2A

SEE BITTMAN, 2A

SEE BISTRO, 2A

SEE TRUMP, 2A

Bistro 
offers the 
world
By CORY PORTER
cory-porter@uiowa.edu

The menu offered at the newly 
opened North Side Bistro, 203 N. Linn 
St., comes from the mind of a chef who 
learned his trade not in a renowned 
cooking school but from friends from 
all different parts of the world.

Head chef Damien Williams said he 
learned an understanding for differ-
ent foods from working in a variety of 
different restaurants.

“A lot of the ideas that I have that 
come through on this menu come from 
that sort of idea of what my friends 
and colleagues have cooked for me,” 
Williams said.

Christa Walrath, a manager at the 
restaurant, said instead of focusing 
on one type of food, Williams’ influ-
ences and experiences are right on 
the menu.

“[We] didn’t want to really pigeon-
hole the menu and keep it into one 
specific flavor profiling, or culture, or 
genre or anything like that,” she said.

Originally from Iowa, Williams said 
he got started cooking in 2002, when 
some acquaintances of his told him to 
come by the local restaurant Givan-
ni’s, 109 E. College St.

“The chef said, ‘Come by, we’ll try 
you out,’ and the rest is history,” he 
said.

In 2004, he met Andy Diep, the own-
er of North Side Bistro, while working 
at Takanami, which Diep cofounded 
with two others. 
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Trump 
touches 
down 
By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — New York busi-
nessman Donald Trump made new 
moves Wednesday to distance his pri-
vate-life successes and celebrity mon-
iker from what he has said is a seri-
ous presidential bid in the 2016 cycle.

That first step came in an invi-
tation to more than a dozen state 
and national journalists on board 
his cushiony, wood-paneled and 
gold-emblazoned Boeing 757 jetliner.

“You screw up the woodwork, you 
ruin my day,” said Trump, who left 
New York for Iowa at 6 a.m.

First parking the plane in a pri-
vate hangar at the Des Moines In-
ternational Airport, the 68-year-old 
greeted the corral of reporters in-
dividually with handshakes before 

Then-Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas, speaks in the IMU on Oct. 21, 2011. The congressman spoke about urban development and his future 
plans if elected president. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Mark Bittman speaks at the Englert Theater on Wednesday. Bittman described the future of food, using excerpts from numerous books he has written. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergaard)

By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Fixing food is going to require getting rid of what we think 
of as the “American Diet,” says food writer and New York 
Times journalist Mark Bittman. 

Bittman was invited to speak Wednesday as part of the Uni-
versity of Iowa’s Lecture series. During the talk, he focused on 
two sides of food: political aspects of food and personal rela-
tionship with food, as well as ways to change both. 

He said it is almost impossible to talk about food without 
bringing politics into the conversation, but he also believes 
the government is key to solving the food problem in America. 

“The government exists to help people get things done,” he 
said. “If you look at what has been done with seatbelts and to-
bacco, that government regulation has saved lives. The same 
needs to happen with food.”

Food labeling should state where a food product was pro-

duced, the labor practices involved, pesticides, herbicides, and 
the antibiotics used, Bittman contended.

“The more we know about how our food is produced and 
what goes into our food, the angrier we will be,” he said. “That’s 
when people will start demanding real change in their food.”

Bittman discussed subsidizing various healthy foods in-
stead of monoculture crops such as corn and soybeans. 

“We need fewer people growing 2,000 acres of corn and more 
growing 200 acres of diversity,” Bittman said to applause by the 
audience. “Monoculture, like the kind that exists in Iowa, goes 
toward industrial food production and industrial animals.”

Subsidizing healthier foods to make them profitable to grow 
is a good start, said Tom Furlong, who owns a corn, soybean, 
and cattle farm near Muscatine and attended the lecture.

“The reason you have guys growing corn and soybeans is, 
because of subsidies, it’s profitable,” he said. “I think it would 
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En route to fixing 
future food
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By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Discussions over current 
updates at the Johnson 
County Jail and Court-
house have continued, and 
officials say things are mov-
ing in the right direction.

The Criminal Justice Co-
ordinating Committee, con-
sists of several representa-
tives from Iowa City, North 
Liberty, and Coralville, met 
on Wednesday.

Jail updates, such as 
completion of a control 
room, are scheduled to be-
gin on April 26, when Phase 
1 of remodeling will begin. 

Dates for when con-
struction will start were 
set after coordinators 

were sure current John-
son County inmates would 
have a place they could 
stay while the remodeling 
is in process, 
committee and 
county Supervi-
sor Pat Harney 
said, as well as 
having all proj-
ect materials handy.

“The dates were set 
once we got the materi-
als to do the project,” he 
said. “Once those were 
here, then we could be-
gin the project. The 
sheriff had to arrange 
transportation and ac-
commodations with 
Muscatine County.”

Inmates during this time 
will be relocated to Musca-

tine County Jail, said Sher-
iff Lonny Pulkrabek, a com-
mittee member.

He said 40 to 50 per-

cent of Johnson County 
inmates are already be-
ing housed in Muscatine. 
During Phase 1, they will 
house 80 to 90 percent of 
Johnson County inmates.

“Even right now for a long 
period of time, we’ve been 
shipping over our overflow 
inmates that we don’t have 
room to hold to Muscatine 
County,” he said. “[The jail 
will only hold] people who 

come in the night before 
they need to see a judge in 
the morning.”

After an estimated six 

weeks, Phase 2 will be-
gin and the inmates will 
return to Johnson Coun-
ty. But Steve Dolezal, the 
chief deputy of the Sheriff's 
Office, said Phase 1 of the 
project is not likely to be 
completed by then.

“It’s not based on any-
thing I’ve been told here. 
It’s just my past experi-
ences dealing with con-
struction projects [is why I 

believe that],” he said. “Es-
pecially when you’re deal-
ing with something that as 
they start into the project 

— remodels — 
unknown things 
come up.”

At the court-
house, the back 
entrance will get 

a roughly 500-square-
foot addition in which an 
X-ray security machine 
will be placed.

Recently, designers have 
taken a look at the addition 
idea and are still in the pro-
cess of estimating a cost.

Courthouse additions 
and changes are still in 
the planning stages, but 
project leaders talked 
about having pre-made 

panels that have a stone-
like finish on it for design.

The courthouse con-
struction starting date is 
still up in the air.

Johnson County officials 
are in the process of hiring 
and training staff to move 
over to the addition, where 
they will have two new po-
sitions available.

With many recent re-
tirees, Pulkrabek said, 
during the meeting that 
there are many open spots 
for the positions.

“We have had a lot 
of retirees,” he said. 
“There are plenty to 
train, plenty to hire.”

Officials hope to have 
senior staff trained for the 
courthouse position.

Jail project, courthouse planning continue

‘We have had a lot of retirees. There are plenty to train, plenty to hire.’
— Lonny Pulkrabek, Johnson County sheriff



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

On Sunday, the Columbia 
Journalism Review pub-
lished an investigation sur-
rounding the failures in the 
reporting of Rolling Stone’s 
“A Rape on Campus” story, 
by Sabrina Erdely.

First and foremost, the 
Review’s investigation 
rightfully condemns Erde-
ly and the entire Rolling 
Stone staff responsible for 
the story. Far too briefly, the 
investigation also touches 
on the failure of the stu-
dent, referred to in the arti-
cle as “Jackie.”

The journalistic failure of 
Erdely is beyond inexcus-
able. Her inability to pur-
sue even the most basic of 
accounts from other sources 
brings shame to journalism. 
Yet the less-frequently ad-
dressed aspect of the story 
is what scares me, Jackie’s 
willingness to, apparently, 
manufacture such a story.

Before continuing, it is 
of critical importance that 
I express that every state-
ment made about the inves-
tigation and the UVA stu-
dent referred to as Jackie 
comes with a caveat: Sexual 
assault of any kind is one of 
the most — if not the most 
— unforgivable and horri-
fying acts imaginable. In 
everything that I say it is 
of paramount importance 
to remember that I could 
not have stronger feelings 
of disgust toward perpetra-
tors of sexual assault.

Now to Jackie, sexual-as-
sault incidence appears to 
be a big issue on campuses 
around the country. This, 
in fact, was the reason for 
the story in the first place 
— the magazine wanted to 
shed light on the culture of 
sexual assault that can be 
found on campuses. Howev-
er, in an effort to help sur-
vivors, the un-fact checked 
story might have further 
alienated these individuals.

According to the Char-

lottesville, Virginia, police, 
three of Jackie’s friends 
with whom she claimed to 
discuss the night of the inci-
dent, the Phi Kappa Psi fra-
ternity at which the event 
purportedly occurred, the 
pool at which the alleged 
assaulter worked, and the 
university itself, several 
parts of Jackie’s story were 
not true — right down the 
existence of her attacker.

So yes, Erdely should 
have done more investigat-
ing before sending the story 
to her editor. And yes, the 
fact checkers, editors, and 
managing editors should 
have called out some of the 
potential inconsistencies in 
Erdely’s story.

But the fact remains, 
this story never should 
have reached Erdely in the 
first place. That a young 
woman felt confident de-
stroying the reputations 
of several individuals and 
institutions for unknown 
motives is shocking.

The Review’s investi-
gation cites psychological 
phenomena such as con-
firmation bias and a desire 
not to further traumatize 
a rape victim by being 
over demanding in inter-
views as possible reasons 
for Erderly’s willingness to 
accede to Jackie’s requests 
not to reach out to the al-
leged perpetrator or other 
possible sources.

As the story progressed, 
however, it became clear 
that Jackie didn’t want 
Ederly to avoid reaching 
out for fear of retaliation 
but for fear that she might 
be discovered as a fraud.

What Jackie’s intentions 
with creating this story are 
remains unclear. But one 
thing is certain — the story 
of “A Rape on Campus” not 
only did not help shed light 
on sexual assault, it hin-
dered the strides that have 
been made. The immensely 
unfortunate stigma that 
goes along with reporting 
sexual assault of potential-
ly being called a liar can 
prevent victims from speak-
ing up. Jackie’s actions are 
as inexcusable as those of 
the Rolling Stone, for they, 
too, have contributed to this 
stigma.
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The UI’s move to ban what officials consider 
“tobacco-products” is an overstep of their au-
thority and a violation of individual freedom. 

The UI campus is slated to completely prohibit 
all tobacco products on campus beginning Aug. 24. 
The ban includes electronic cigarettes, chewing or 
smokeless tobacco, snuff, pipes, hookahs, bidis, and 
kreteks.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board would like to 
draw attention to the other implications the ban 
has — on the definitions of tobacco, the reasoning 
behind banning a product, and individual freedom.

The reason an area is smoke-free is not, primar-
ily, to encourage people to give up smoking. That’s 
a secondary benefit. The reason an area is smoke-
free is because secondhand smoke is dangerous 
and harmful to anyone in contact with it. Smoking 
a cigarette releases toxins into the immediate area 
that others have not asked for nor consented to re-
ceiving. It is unfair and unjust to ask those people, 
young or old, to live in an environment that smells 
and looks a particular way that poisons their lungs. 

If smoking restrictions are not intended to stop 
people from smoking entirely but to preserve the 
airspace and health of bystanders, why would a 
product such as chewing tobacco be under consid-
eration for restriction? Whether you find its use 
repulsive or enjoyable, it doesn’t directly or indi-
rectly affect bystanders who have not consented 
to a change in their environment. It should not be 
banned from public space, then, and it’s an over-

reach on the university’s part to make chewing 
tobacco a finable offense anywhere but inside uni-
versity buildings.

The same goes for e-cigarettes, misidentified 
by the university as a “tobacco product.” If people 
choose to vape with an e-cig, their choice should 
be respected, not dictated by the university. Be-
cause no nonconsenting individuals are affected, 
the use of e-cigs should be allowed on campus un-
til further research proves any significant risks 
to bystanders. 

Students pay hefty tuitions to be educated here, 
not mothered. If unhealthy habits are the UI’s top 
priority, then the removal of all soda products from 
its dining outlets would be a good place for this 
bad-decision-proofing policy to occur.

The Editorial Board believes that if UI students 
are legal adults, they have the right to use whatev-
er products they wish, so long as they are legal and 
do not affect nonconsenting bystanders.

The UI shouldn’t ban chew and electronic ciga-
rettes from campus. Not only will it most likely be 
ineffective (similar to the smoking ban already in 
place), but it also is an overreach of UI power over 
individual liberty. The univeristy doesn’t have a 
clear intention for banning the products outside of 
their hazards to the consenting user. If these prod-
ucts can be bought and used legally in the United 
States without harming others, they shouldn’t be 
of the university’s concern. We may be at the UI, 
but we live in the United States.

EDITORIAL

‘Jackie’ episode 
hinders progress
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As the intense rush of 
the NCAA March Madness 
comes to an abrupt end, 
the peaceful, early days of 
April bring in America’s 
favorite pastime as well 
as rumblings of upcoming 
playoff hockey, often over-
looked is what happens 
in the aftermath of all the 
chaos erupting from col-
lege-basketball results.

Fans rioted in the cam-
pus streets of Lexington, 
Kentucky, after Kentucky 
lost to Wisconsin in the 
semifinal game, ending 
the Wildcats’ undefeated 
season. Huge mobs of peo-
ple took to the streets, and 
31 people were arrested 
for various crimes, includ-
ing disorderly conduct and 

public intoxication. Po-
stapocalyptic-like scenes 
consisting of hundreds of 
people burning couches, 
lawn chairs, and T-shirts, 
the flames twirling dan-
gerously close to open 
containers of liquor all 
came to my attention on 
the timeline of my Twitter 
feed. 

I looked that night and 
the next morning and 
didn’t see any coverage of 
the riots that happened 
on TV. Pundits at neither 
Fox News nor CNN had 
bothered to mention it in 
their selection of topics 
already too dominated by 
2016 presidential-election 
coverage. 

But remember last No-
vember? Riots were what 
all these news channels 
were talking about then. 
All across their array of 
news channels, unani-
mous condemnation of 
ttttttttthe residents of 
Ferguson, Missouri, was 
heard because of their ri-
oting and looting in the 

aftermath of the non-in-
dictment of police Officer 
Darren Wilson. 

One riot was caused by 
the result of a basketball 
game, the other one fu-
eled by systemic racism 
that had been interwoven 
overtly through a crim-
inal-justice system that 
appeared to have no jus-
tice at all.

Before my comparison 
gets labeled “apples to or-
anges,” consider this: This 
isn’t the first time riots in 
Lexington have happened. 
As recently as 2012, an es-
timated 15,000 residents 
took the streets to riot af-
ter the Wildcats won the 
NCAA Tournament. Doz-
ens of people were arrest-
ed, and nearly a dozen 
people had to be sent to 
the hospital for injuries. 
Cars were flipped over, 
and one person fired a gun 
several times among the 
swarming crowds.

So not only is this an 
issue that even when iso-
lated is a prominent event 

in U.S. news, but it’s a re-
curring problem involving 
select sports fans in the 
same exact city in similar 
circumstances. But these 
fans are let off the hook 
by media outlets. The ri-
oters at sports riots aren’t 
labeled “thugs” by Mike 
Huckabee at Fox News. 
There was no sight of 
CNN’s Don Lemon report-
ing that “obviously, there’s 
a smell of marijuana here 
as well” on the campus 
that night. 

Why is there such a con-
trast in media coverage? 
In all facets of news there 
exists a fundamental re-
sponsibility by editors to 
not only select what news 
will be presented but also 
how it is to be portrayed. 
Just a “bunch of college 
kids getting too wild” is 
how riots after sporting 
events are pronounced. 

If you want an answer 
to why this is, take a look 
at the racial and economic 
demographics of both Lex-
ington and Ferguson.

Racial bias in coverage of Kentucky riots

Tobacco ban an overstep of UI’s authority

It’s necessary for all of 
us to take a moment to 
realize that the educa-
tion system that exists 
right now in America 
is oppressive in that it 
favors certain races, so-
cioeconomic classes, and 
backgrounds over oth-
ers. A key way it does 
this is through stan-
dardized testing. And 
with the way education 
seems to be heading in 
America, this oppres-
sion may just get worse. 

To combat this use 
of standardized testing 
and prevent “corporate 
education reform,” a 
movement called Unit-
ed Opt Out has been 
started. Specifically, 
Opt Out is a movement 
to stop the use of tests 
as ways to demonstrate 
that public schools are 

failing. A major reason 
standardized testing is 
not a valid way to mea-
sure students’ success 
is that it creates an 
achievement gap be-
tween students that is 
largely poverty and ra-
cially driven. 

Besides standardized 
tests favoring those who 
are more skilled at test 
taking and thus not an 
accurate measure of 
students’ growth, buy-
ing into this idea that 
tests can reflect the 
success rate of a single 
school also perpetuates 
the notion of schools be-
ing factories to produce 
workers. “Corporate ed-
ucation reform says the 
reason you go to school 
is so you can work,” said 
Tim Slekar, one of the 
original founders of the 
United Opt Out move-
ment. “So they are going 
to make sure schools are 
geared toward creat-
ing compliant, obedient 
workers.”

That’s a chilling 
thought. I am in no 
way discrediting the 
fact that people often 

go to school to further 
their education so that 
they can land a career 
that they love, but that 
process requires actual 
learning and personal 
growth, a process that 
can easily be stifled by 
the need to meet certain 
standardized require-
ments. 

“When we say we’re 
going to opt out of test-
ing,” Slekar said, “we’re 
saying we’re not going to 
participate in this sys-
tem that falsely identi-
fies teachers, curricula, 
and schools as the prob-
lem and redirects funds 
toward testing compa-
nies, when what kids 
need who are at the bot-
tom end of the achieve-
ment gap are basic 
nutrition, basic health 
care, and basic access to 
books, things that they 
don’t have.” Slekar noted 
that these things have 
been proven to reduce 
the achievement gap.

The corporate driven 
viewpoint of education 
also completely ignores 
the idea that education 
should be a system that 

allows people freedom 
to realize their dreams. 
One only has to look at 
the history of America 
and the denying of edu-
cation to certain groups 
of people to realize how 
dangerous this can be.

Education allows peo-
ple to learn to form their 
opinions and world-
views, which gives them 
a sense of individuality. 
A sense of individuality 
can make people realize 
their self-worth. Stan-
dardized testing and 
corporate education re-
form strives for the exact 
opposite of this — it is a 
system that generalizes 
people and conglomer-
ates them into one large 
group to be judged. 

The solution to this be-
gins with a heightened 
awareness of how the 
education system works 
and fails in America. It 
also involves realizing 
that it is legal, though of-
ten frowned upon, to opt 
out of standardized test-
ing or have your children 
opt out of standardized 
testing in public grade 
schools.

Opt out of standardized testing 
COLUMN
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By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

Local bars and restau-
rants recently got an-
swers about the what’s 
next for drivers’ licenses: 
smart phones. 

The Iowa City Down-
town District held a 
Spring Downtown Bar 
and Restaurant Forum 
at Formosa, 221 E. Col-
lege St., on Wednesday to 
discuss best practices for 
checking customer IDs.

The forum is 
hosted twice a 
year — April 
and October 
— and pro-
vides an op-
portunity for owners 
to ask questions about 
alcohol regulations and 
city ordinances. 

“We’re questioning 
whether plastic is real-
ly the best tool,” Iowa 
Department of Trans-
portation Director Paul 
Trombino said.

Instead, he said the fu-
ture of driver’s licenses 
most likely would lie in 
source verification.

Under this system, 
one would display her or 
his license with a smart 
phone. The license would 
only be accessible to the 
person it was issued to 
through facial recogni-
tion or fingerprint scan-

ning. Therefore, people 
would be unable to use 
others’ IDs. 

What would make the 
digital licenses differ-
ent, Trombino said, is 
that bar and restaurant 
staff would be able to 
use it to verify the li-
cense information on file 
with the state. 

In turn, it would act 
as a mechanism for 
business owners to au-
thenticate with records 
in real time.

Iowa Division of Motor 
Vehicles Director Mark 
Lowe, however, made it 
clear to the audience he 
felt electronic licenses 
with source verification 
would not be in full use 
for eight to 10 years.

“It’s very much a pi-
lot thing, and I wouldn’t 
encourage anyone to 
change their setup,” 
Lowe said.

For now, licenses have 
a number of features 
that can help to verify 
their authenticity such 
as watermarks, holo-
graphic seals, and ultra-
violet markings.

Licenses for those un-
der 21-years-old often 

have a vertical orienta-
tion, while the licenses 
of those able to purchase 
alcohol are horizontal. 

“I’ve seen places that 
don’t accept any vertical 
IDs,” Lowe said.

He said this is up to 
individual establish-
ments, though nothing in 
state law says these IDs 
can’t be accepted when 
purchasing alcohol if the 
owner has turned 21.

In addition, on the back 
of licenses, there are bar 

codes in 
place. 

The codes 
are open-
s o u r c e 
and, when 

scanned, bring up all 
the information on the 
front of a driver’s li-
cense with the excep-
tion of the picture.

Bars could also tag 
the codes of people who 
had been kicked out of 
an establishment with 
the proper technolo-
gy, local restaurateur 
George Etre said.

Though scanning can 
make the lines move 
faster at busy bars and 
restaurants, there are 
some drawbacks. 

Restaurants need to 
first buy technology that 
can read the codes. 

“It is an investment,” 
Lowe said. 

Additionally, be-
cause the code is open-
source, counterfeiters 
can make their own bar 
codes that would bring 
up their own, false in-
formation, making clear 

the need for immediate 
verification with the 
DOT in the future.

The DOT plans to start 
piloting digital drivers 
licenses on smart phones 
among its employees. 

“The concept is to start 
moving away from a 
thing some person could 
reproduce,” Lowe said. 
“Will it happen in the 
next six months? I don’t 
think so.”
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Forum covers coming digital identification
Speakers at the Downtown Bar and Restaurant Forum addressed bar and restaurant owners’ concerns about digital driver’s licenses.

‘I've seen places that don't accept any vertical IDs.’
— Mark Lowe, director of the Iowa Division of Motor Vehicles



• Carol Leone, piano master class, 1 p.m., University 
Capitol Center Recital Hall
• Distinguished Biomedical Scholar Lecture, Eric Ol-
son, 4 p.m., 1110A Medical Education & Research Facility
• Transgender in Iowa: Know Your Rights, 6 p.m., 
Iowa City Public Library Rooms B and C, 123 S. Linn
• Underwater Dreams, 6 p.m., 1505 Seamans Center
• Magic & the Living and the Dead, 7 p.m., Old Capitol 
Senate Chamber
• UI Explorers Seminar, 7 p.m., Natural History Muse-
um Biosphere Discovery Hub
• Custom Titanium, Steve Potts, 7:30 p.m., 116 Art 
Building West

• Smart Talk, Amy Frazier, 7:30 p.m., 240 Art Building 
West
• Big Eyes, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Opera, The Rivals, 8 p.m., Coralville Performing Arts 
Center, 1301 Fifth St.
• Paddington, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• Taste of Asia, 10 p.m., Old Brick, 26 E. Market

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, April 9, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get involved in the events, activities, and 
networking functions that will allow you to use your skills and make 
new contacts. Don’t be discouraged by critical individuals when you 
should put your thoughts and energy into excelling.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’ll be tempted to overspend on items 
you don’t need. Think before you commit to any deal that requires 
monthly contributions or payments. Unexpected bills are likely to leave 
you short of cash. Pace yourself in all aspects of your life.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Emotional deception will be present when 
dealing with business partnerships. Focus on what’s in front of you 
instead of wallowing in past regrets or failures. There is much to gain if 
you approach life in a vibrant and engaging manner.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Make career choices that will lead to pro-
fessional advancement and more money. Educational pursuits will lead 
to contacts that will play a part in helping you reach your goals. Love 
and romance will have an effect on your life.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your energetic mood will attract attention and 
bring about an opportunity to get ahead. Attend conferences, seminars, 
or networking events that will allow you to meet potential clients. Don’t 
let an emotional situation ruin your chances to advance.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Interacting with people who have knowl-
edge or expertise regarding something that interests you will lead to an 
unusual opportunity. Explore your options, and consider a partnership 
that can help you develop new skills. Love is in the stars.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your ability to see all sides of an issue will 
help bring order to a chaotic situation. Your talent will not go unno-
ticed, and greater personal and professional assistance will be offered. 
A positive change regarding an important relationship is apparent.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Draw from experience in order to avoid 
being taken for granted. Keep life simple, and refrain from unnecessary 
spending. Concentrating on home, developing innovative ideas, and 
mastering what you enjoy doing the most. Make romance a priority.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Put honesty and integrity first. Don’t 
evade issues that need to be addressed. The purpose of clearing the air 
is to allow you to move ahead without guilt. Do what needs to be done, 
and don’t look back.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Size up whatever situation you face 
without getting into a dispute with someone who is disagreeable. Work 
alone in order to avoid interference. Put more into home, family, and 
self-improvement, and you will make gains and avoid disruptions.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Surround yourself with people who are 
aiming to get the same results as you. Focus on work, partnerships, and 
getting ahead. Don’t get into senseless arguments over petty matters. 
Do your own thing, and try to make monetary gains.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep a low profile. Now is not the time to 
confront a situation. Instead, put your time and effort into your dreams 
and ideas. Once you have an ironclad plan in place, you can make your 
move with confidence.

8 a.m.-9 a.m. Morning Drive
9 a.m.-10 a.m. Ian and Abby Show
10 a.m.-noon Win with Uwin
Noon-1 p.m. MLB Fantasy
2 p.m.-4 p.m. The Lit Show
4 p.m.-5 p.m. Staff Infection
5 p.m.-6 p.m. KRUI News
7 p.m.-8 p.m. Healthbeat
8 p.m.-10 p.m. The Cathartic Arc

Worst ideas for 
Ledges:

• Jokes Written in Binary 
Code

• Deleted Scenes from Previ-
ous Ledges

• Things to Make From Lint
• Places I’ve Hid Bodies

• The Funny Side of Geno-
cide

• Things I Noticed Watching 
Paint Dry

• The Names I Gave My 
Toes and the Order In Which 

I Love Them
• Jokes Only Funny if You 

Possess a Deep Understand-
ing of Mr. Ed

• Jokes You Had to Have 
Been There For

• Ways in Which Love Ledge 
Editor Andrew Juhl

• Rooms in Which Love 
Ledge Editor Andrew Juhl

• Things about Broccoli That 
Bother Me, Part One

• Funniest Capitalization 
eRrors

• Passionate Observations 
about Obscure Foreign Mov-
ies You Probably Never Saw
• Punctuation Marks that I 
Think are Funny Looking
• Can You Believe These 
are the Actual Endings to 

Movies that are Currently in 
Theaters?

• Worst Ideas for Ledges

Andrew R. Juhl has a good feeling 
Brian Tanner’s the best writer of bad 

ideas in the worst way.

Rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our will within limits drawn around us 
by the equal rights of others.

— Thomas Jefferson

Follow us on 
Twitter 

@TheDailyIowan



have four specialists in our 
program. One of them needs 
to step up and perform bet-
ter on Saturdays.”

Young guns impressing
Parker wasn’t the on-

ly young player discussed 
Wednesday, far from it, actu-
ally. There was talk of Der-
rick Mitchell Jr.’s flip from 
wide out to running back, 
and by all accounts, things 
are going well, particularly 
in third-down situations.

Unsurprisingly, White 
said the sophomore’s hands 
are strong, but perhaps a bit 
surprising is his ability to 
protect the quarterback.

“He showed in the first 
six practices a willingness 
to block in protection and 
a willingness to learn. He’s 
a good learner,” White said. 
“… He catches the ball ef-
fortlessly, and obviously, he’s 
a great route runner from 
Coach Kennedy’s two years 
with him. So we’re hoping 

that might be a role for him.”
A few other young 

Hawkeyes — especially 
at wide receiver — could 
be on the field this spring 
and fall. Kennedy consis-
tently brought up Andre 
Harris’ name when asked 
about potential contrib-
utors. He redshirted in 
2013 and didn’t see the 
field last year, but judg-
ing by the way and fre-
quency Kennedy spoke 
about him, it wouldn’t be 
surprising if the Missou-
ri native sees the field in 
some capacity.

Although not at the same 
rate as Harris, Kennedy al-
so spoke highly of Andrew 
Stone and Jay Scheel. Stone 
is listed behind Matt Van-
deBerg on the depth chart, 
and Scheel was highly rat-
ed coming out of Union 
High School last year.

“I think the constant 
theme this year or this 
spring with Coach Ferentz is, 
let’s see what these guys can 
do,” Kennedy said. “Let’s be 
supportive, and apply pres-
sure on them, and see what 
guys can do, get them headed 
in the right direction.”

 Depth at fullback 
Along with the tight 

ends, perhaps Iowa’s deep-
est position group is full-
back. The Hawkeyes have 
three returning lettermen 
in Adam Cox, John Kenny, 
and Macon Plewa, all three 
of whom have played signif-
icant time and cleared the 
way for ball carriers.

“Pretty sexy, isn’t it?” head 
coach Kirk Ferentz sarcastical-
ly asked at the beginning of Io-
wa’s spring practice in March. 

Currently, Plewa is listed 
ahead of Cox on the two-
deeps. Evidenced by last 
season, Kenny is a viable 
option in the running game 
as well should someone go 
down, like Cox did last fall.

“We’re a team that uses 
a fullback, and not many 
teams do, and we’re very 
fortunate we have three 
guys with a lot of playing ex-
perience,” White said. “This 
is a position that you don’t 
want to take an insurance 
policy out on them. They’re 
just battering rams.” 

Follow @dannyapayne 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa football team.

The group also includes 
No. 9 Ohio State, which fin-
ished ahead of the Hawkeyes 
at the Big Ten Champion-
ships on March 27.

Iowa’s success will 
hinge on the scoring in 
its three worst events — 
the pommel horse, high 
bar, and parallel bars.

“Those are the 
events that we’ve been 
a little inconsistent 
with,” senior Lance Al-
berhasky said. “If we 
go out and do 5-for-5, 
4-for-5, of course we’ll 
be right up there.”

If they can limit mis-
takes in those lineups, 
the Hawks’ strengths on 
the still rings and vault 
may be enough to carry 
them into the final day 
of team competition for 
a spot among the na-

tion’s top-six teams.
On the rings, Iowa’s 

best event, it averages 
73.289 per meet, good for 
third in its group behind 
Oklahoma (75.350) and 
Illinois (74.336).

Another quality that 
favors the Hawks is their 
core of veteran leaders who 
compete in the majority of 
the events. For Reive, these 
athletes are a pivotal piece 
to team’s chance at making 
it through its group.

“In my opinion, we 
have three athletes that 
need to show up and 
be ready to go,” Reive 
said. “That’s Alberhasky, 
[Cyrus] Dobre-Mofid, 
and [Matt] Loochtan. If 
those guys are on their 
game, everybody else is 
in a really great spot.”

The three upperclass-
men have proved the abil-
ity to score high in any 
event, but they have been 
inconsistent recently. Their 
performance, as Reive not-

ed, has the potential to set 
a solid base for the rest of 
the team to build on.

And facing an uphill 
battle is nothing new to 
Reive’s program. In 2013, 
the Hawkeyes finished 
fifth at nationals despite 
coming in as the 11th seed.

“[Two years ago], 
when we went into this 
meet, we were ranked 

No. 11, and we made 
it into the second day,” 
Reive said. “If we show 
up it is, at that point, 
going to be whoever 
handles their emotions 
the most mature. That’s 
our job this weekend.”

Follow @CharlsGreen 
for news, updates, and 
analysis of the Iowa 
men’s gymnastics team.

In all, Heller was happy 
with his team’s defensive 
effort. Milwaukee aver-
aged 7 runs per game be-
fore Wednesday and had 
a team batting average 
of .295. The Panthers, of 
course, only plated 4 runs 
and hit just .267 as a team.

Even more, left fielder Sam 
Koenig — who entered hav-
ing hit safely in 24-straight 
games and held the nation’s 

second-best batting average 
at a scorching .457 — was 
largely ineffective, to the tune 
of an 0-for-2 performance 
that included 3 walks.

“Our defense is out-
standing,” said center field-
er Eric Toole, who went 
1-for-5 at the plate. “We 
rarely make errors during 
the game. But our offense 
didn’t come to play today.

“Our pitching gave us 
opportunities to win the 
game. They kept Milwaukee 
where they needed to be. We 
just couldn’t get the big hit.”

Iowa recorded just one 

hit in 11 at-bats with run-
ners in scoring position on 
Wednesday and went just 
2-for-16 collectively with 
runners on at all. The lone 
RBI came from shortstop 
Nick Roscetti, who knocked 
in pinch-hitter John Barrett 
in the bottom of the sixth 
that tied the game at 2.

Milwaukee responded 
with another run in the 
seventh for a 3-2 lead, 
then added an insurance 
run in the eighth. The 
Hawkeyes cut the lead to 
4-3 with one out in the bot-
tom of the frame. The next 

two batters struck out.
With one last chance in 

the ninth, the top of Iowa’s 
order — Toole, Jake Man-
gler, and Tyler Peyton — all 
grounded out, marking the 
Hawkeyes’ third loss in their 
last four midweek games.

“They’re a good team. We 
knew they were going to score 
runs,” Mangler said. “When 
we get into situations where 
we can score runs, we need to 
take advantage of that.”

As Iowa now looks toward 
a weekend series with Mary-
land, the preseason favorites 
to win the Big Ten, there is 

still some positives to take 
away. For example: A year 
ago, the Hawkeyes were 17-
12, and fighting for a spot in 
the conference tournament. 
The year before that: 11-15, 
with hardly any hope at all.

Now Heller and Company 
are focused on competing for 
the Big Ten crown, and a true 
test that will gauge their chanc-
es begins on Friday, when Iowa 
travels to College Park, Mary-
land, to play the Terps.
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T H U R S D A Y

ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT

210 N. Linn St. • (next to Hamburg Inn)

$250 DOMESTIC
PINTS

DOMESTIC
PITCHERS

$575

MILWAUKEE 4, IOWA 3

NOTEBOOK
CONTINUED FROM 8A

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

GYM
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Midweek woes continue to pester Hawks
By IAN MURPHY
Ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

Against Bradley, it was 
the bats. Against West-
ern Illinois, it was the 
defense. On Wednesday 
against Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee, Iowa had an off 
day in a 4-3 loss. 

Whatever the reason, 
the Iowa baseball team 
has struggled in its mid-
week outings against 
Division I opponents, 
losing all three. 

The exception to the 
midweek slump was a 
March 31st win over 
Grand View, a National 
Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics opponent.

Coming off a series 
win over Kansas two 
weeks ago, the Hawkeyes 
dropped their Wednes-
day outing, 5-2, against 
Bradley. Then, the 
Hawkeyes swept a week-
end series with Indiana 
at home to close out the 
month of March. 

April started with 
what should have been 
a relatively easy win for 
the Hawkeyes, a match-
up with Western Illi-
nois. The Leathernecks, 
however, run-ruled the 
Hawkeyes en-route to a 
16-5 thumping. 

A sweep of the week-
end at Purdue followed, 
and Iowa climbed high-
er in national rankings. 
However, the Hawkeyes 
still could not put to-
gether a midweek win, 
and they fell to the Pan-
thers Wednesday. 

The Hawkeyes again 
used a parade of pitch-
ers — nine, to be exact 
— and some reserves in 
the field, but the team 
looked flat and did not 
capitalize on several 
opportunities with run-
ners in scoring position 
or men on base. 

“I don’t think we pro-
duced offensively when 
we needed to,” Iowa 
head coach Rick Heller 

said. “This team is not 
a real power-driven of-
fensive team.”

Iowa managed to tie 
the game in the sixth, 
but gave up single runs 
in each of the seventh 
and eighth innings to 
provide the straws that 
broke the camel’s back.  

Heller said he isn’t 
worried about the loss 
to Milwaukee and thinks 
team’s midweek fortunes 
should improve with 10 
of their next 11 games 
coming up at home. 

“I think Milwaukee is 
going to go to a region-
al,” Heller said. “There’s 
no disgrace or no disap-
pointment losing to the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee.

“We knew it was going 
to be a battle.”

It’s true the game 
was a battle, and the 
Hawkeyes had the be-
ginnings of a rally in 
the eighth, but as was 
the case with Bradley, 

Heller’s squad could 
not capitalize with run-
ners on base. 

Iowa has another date 
with Bradley on April 14, 
this time on the road, 
will meet Cornell College 
and Northern Illinois in 
midweek matchups in 
April, and then will take 
on Western Illinois at 
home May 5 to close out 
their midweek games. 

“It’s something we just 
have to figure out with-
in ourselves,” senior Eric 
Toole said. “Coach has 
tried motivating us, he’s 
tried letting us play, and 
things just aren’t work-
ing right now.” 

In Big Ten play, the 
Hawkeyes are off to their 
best start in school histo-
ry, 6-0, but that success 
has not translated to 
midweek clashes. 

Heller has said his plan 
is to use as many pitchers 
as possible in the mid-
week games, in order to 
keep their arms fresh, but 

the success of the rotation 
has not been apparent as 
it has in Big Ten play. 

The skipper has al-
so stressed winning 
these games is import-
ant to moving on to 
the postseason, but the 
Hawkeyes just haven’t 
seen the success so far. 

Senior Jake Mangler 
said the team will need 
to regroup and refocus 
when the next Wednes-
day contest rolls around. 

“We’ve played two re-
ally good teams midweek 
and then Western Illi-
nois, but I think its just 
the high of the weekend 
games,” Mangler said. 
“We’ve got to approach 
the games the same way 
no matter who we’re 
playing or what the cir-
cumstances are.”

Follow @IanFromIowa 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa baseball team.

Iowa infielder Jake Mangler loops a grounder during the Iowa-Milwaukee game at Banks Field 
on Wednesday. The Panthers defeated the Hawkeyes, 4-3. (The Daily Iowan/Peter Kim)

Iowa has now dropped three midweek games to lesser opponents. 

Iowa senior Lance Alberhasky performs on the rings in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 1. Iowa beat 
Ohio State and was the runner-up to Oklahoma. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)



By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Iowa assistant coaches Bobby Kennedy 
and Chris White spoke with the media on 
Wednesday before Iowa’s spring football 
practice. Kennedy’s wide-receiver group 
has four returning lettermen, while Jordan 
Canzeri is the only returning letterman in 
White’s group. Iowa is returning four spe-
cialists — which White oversees — as well. 

Finding Parker
Among the position changes this spring, 

Jonathan Parker has moved out of the 
backfield and to wide receiver. The soph-
omore-to-be was used sparingly in the of-
fense last season, but the Hawkeye coach-
ing staff likes his playmaking ability.

Because Iowa’s backfield is crowd-
ed with young players, the Hawkeyes 
thought it best to try to harness some of 
his explosiveness on the outside.

“I think that’s been a good addition, not 
only for our group but also just for our 
team,” Kennedy said. “Getting him on the 
field and allowing him to play in differ-
ent situations rather than just on the fly 
sweep I think will not only help that play, 
but also he’s got very good hands, so I’m 
excited to see him progress this spring.”

Much of that remains to be seen, as does 
Parker’s role on special teams. The St. Lou-

is native spent a chunk of last year rated 
as the top kickoff returner the Big Ten but 
dropped off as the season progressed and 
finished eighth at 22.13 yards per return.

Of course, the TaxSlayer Bowl mishap 
when Parker threw the ball out of bounds 
was the culmination of this decline. How-
ever, this time around, White said he is 
looking for Parker to track the ball bet-
ter in the air and make smarter plays — 
mental skills more than physical.

“I can’t tell you how important foot-
ball is to him. In that play in particular 
…  it crushed him,” White said. “As a 
coach, what are you going to tell him? 
I’ve never seen anything like it, and 
probably most of you haven’t. But it was 
just a reaction and those experience 
things that he’s going to learn from. 

“We haven’t lost faith in him. He has more 
playmaking ability than most on our team.”

Solving special teams
Ask any Iowa fan about punting, and 

there will likely be a groan, anger, or some 
other negative response. That applies to 
both punting and punt returns. 

Last year, Iowa finished last in the 
league with an average of 5.13 yards per 
return and 10th with an average of 37.83 
yards per punt. That’s not good by anyone’s 
standards, especially not White’s.

“Clearly, probably the No. 1 thing 

that we need to address in this program 
right now is getting the punter and 
the whole punt deal straightened out,” 
White said. “We’re working hard at it, 
trust me on that. We’ll get it right.”

Iowa has two scholarship punters — 
Connor Kornbrath and Dillon Kidd — and 
neither was effective last year. Kornbrath 
averaged 37.4 yards per attempt last year. 
If he had qualified for the leaderboard, 
that mark would have been worse than 
Wisconsin’s Drew Meyer, the league’s 
worst punter by the qualifying standards 
of cfbstats.com. Kidd wasn’t much better, 
with an average of 38.5 yards per attempt 
— ninth in the Big Ten.

To combat this, Iowa brought kicker 
Marshall Koehn into the mix, along with 
redshirt freshman Miguel Recinos.

On punt returns, White said Riley 
McCarron, Desmond King, Matt Van-
deBerg, and Akrum Wadley are get-
ting looks. White said he is using other 
coaches, specifically LeVar Woods, to 
help in the punt-return department.

“That’s an [un]acceptable performance, 
and [Kornbrath and Kidd] know it  They 
did not execute. Talking about preparation, 
execution, and I’ve got to find a way to have 
someone execute better in games,” White 
said. “The competition again is the only 
way to do it. We have what we have. We 

Iowa men’s gymnastics 
is focused on escaping 
a tough qualifying 
group at the NCAA 
Championships.

By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

In a qualifying group that in-
cludes No. 5 Illinois, No. 4 Mich-
igan, and No. 1 Oklahoma, Iowa 
men’s gymnastics is focusing on one 
thing for the NCAA Championships 
on April 9 — hitting as many rou-
tines as possible.

“Advancing is going 
to be about who hits 
the most sets,” head 
coach JD Reive said. 
“With the exception 
of Oklahoma, whoev-
er hits the most rou-
tines is going to get 
to move on.”

And yes, Oklahoma 
is that good. The Sooners have been 
far and away the country’s best team 
all season, as shown by the numbers.

Their national qualifying average, 
a measure used to determine seed-
ing for nationals, stands at 447.163. 
The next best team is second-seeded 
Penn State, which comes in with a 
438.025 average.

As the eighth seed, Iowa’s average 
is 430.213.

Oklahoma is not just good by this 
year’s standards, though; it has 
been a historically great force in 
the 2015 campaign.

On Feb. 14, the team set a record 
for points in a meet with 456.400 
against Michigan. It took just two 
weeks for the Sooners to break it 
again, scoring 457.300 against Illi-
nois on Feb. 27.

Oklahoma’s dominance makes 
it a virtual lock to advance past 
qualifying action today, as the top-
three teams from each of the two 
groups will do.

The Hawkeyes making it past 
the first day likely means they will 
need to upset Illinois or Michigan — 
which, in itself, is no small order.

“They just have really high start 
values on a lot of events, and a few 
key guys on each event that kind of 
boost them through their competi-
tions,” senior Will Albert said. 

The two programs have been especially 
successful in recent years; Michigan has won 
the previous two championships, and Illinois 
took the top spot in 2012. This season, both 
teams finished at least 6 points ahead of Io-
wa in national qualifying average.

The Hawkeyes couldn’t 
carry the momentum of 
last weekend’s sweep into 
Wednesday’s game against 
the Panthers.
By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

Progress looks like four more wins 
and four fewer losses in a year’s time, 
an unparalleled turnaround under a sec-
ond-year head coach that’s caught the eye 
of the national media. 

The Hawkeyes’ swift rise to nation-
al prominence in the college baseball 
world has been well-documented, as 
they’ve taken mammoth-sized steps in 
their two years under Heller. Still, base-
ball is, more than anything, a game of 
failure, and on Wednesday evening, Io-
wa did not deliver in another midweek 
game — this time, in the form of a 4-3 

decision to Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
“There’s no shame in losing to Milwau-

kee this year. They’re a very good team,” 
Heller said. “If you would’ve told me they 
were only going to get 8 hits and we were 
going to lose, I would’ve been surprised 
by that before the game started.

“Our pitchers did a nice job today, but 
we struggled offensively.”

It had been a positive week for the Io-
wa baseball team, now 21-8, heading in-
to Wednesday’s midweek game against 
Milwaukee (16-9). The Hawkeyes en-
tered having won 11 of their last 14, had 
outscored their opponents by 44 runs in 
those 14 games, and carried a national 
ranking in five different polls.

But the momentum from the previ-
ous weekend’s sweep at Purdue came to 
a halt against the Panthers, who scored 
single runs in four separate innings to 
beat the Hawkeyes at Banks Field be-
fore an announced crowd of 294.
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Gymnasts 
focused 
on hitting

NOTEBOOK

SEE BASEBALL, 7A

SEE NOTEBOOK, 7A

SEE GYM, 7A

Iowa baseball team stumbles again midweek

Milwaukee outfielder Sam Koenig swings during the Iowa-Milwaukee game at Banks Field on Wednesday. The Panthers defeated the 
Hawkeyes, 4-3. (The Daily Iowan/Peter Kim)

PRESSURE IS ON 
FOR RBs, WRs

Iowa running back Jordan Canzeri reacts after scoring a touchdown in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 28, 2014. Canzeri rushed for a net of 55 yards and caught passes for 17 yards and 
a touchdown, but Iowa was defeated by Nebraska in overtime, 37-34. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Iowa assistant coaches Bobby Kennedy and Chris White met with members of the media on Wednesday.

NCAA Championships
When: Today-Saturday

Where: Lloyd Noble Center in Norman, Oklahoma

HEAD TO DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR COVERAGE OF
IOWA SOFTBALL AND MEN’S TENNIS.

Reive
head coach

BASEBALL MILWAUKEE 4, IOWA 3



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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Today 4.9

Friday 4.10
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Sunday 4.12

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND
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Music in your lap(top)

By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

Driving rhythm echoes 
from a multitude of ma-
chines, filling the practice 
space with noise. Huddled 
in the epicenter, nested in 
a mass of wires and com-
puters, six composers re-
hearse a new composition 
using an empty can, pot, 
Coke bottle, and Styro-
foam takeout box. 

Miniature contact pads, 
resembling electrodes, 
feed the percussion into 
each musician’s laptop set-
up. Custom speakers am-
plify the sound, and by the 
end of the performance, 
the top of the Styrofoam 
container has cracked. 
Using a sheared wire as 
a drumstick is an easy 
solution as the University 
of Iowa Laptop Orchestra 
prepares for its next per-
formance, on Friday.

“Either you’re playing 
instruments and manip-
ulating the sounds dig-
itally, looping them or 
bringing in new sounds, 
creating sounds out of the 
computer, or having an-
other performer and [the 
composer] manipulating 
it with a laptop,” orches-
tra research assistant Ja-
son Palamara said.

A relatively new phe-
nomenon, laptop orches-
tras around the country 
are paving the way for a 
new direction in electron-
ic music, he said. Now in 
its second year as a part 
of the UI Center for New 
Music, the Laptop Orches-
tra is taught in an under-
graduate class. 

Mastering the form

Participating composers 
come from a variety of ma-
jors. No matter their back-
ground, students learn to 
write their own music soft-
ware and help craft unique 
compositions. Center for 
New Music Director Da-
vid Gompper said learning 
programming was not a 
problem for students.

“Pedagogically, one 
needs at least six months 
to ‘learn’ [the software] in 
order to apply it properly 
and another six months to 
actually create the musi-
cal work.” he said. “All they 
need is time.”  

On Friday, the ensem-
ble, as well as groups and 
soloists, will perform a 
variety of pieces in the 
University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall at 7:30 p.m.

The music integrates 
dance, poetry, video, and 
more traditional acoustic 
instruments. However, 
every piece is centered 
on at least one laptop 
and its creation or ma-
nipulation of sound. 

UI dance and indus-
trial engineering major 
Courtney Paulsen’s per-
formance with Palamara, 
titled “M@rg!n of Er-
ror,” uses a custom-built 
light sensor to capture 
Paulsen’s motion, cre-
ating sounds. Palamara 
then loops the sounds 
via several laptops to 
create a performance 
that, despite a planned 
framework, incorporates 
improvisation without 
sacrificing collaboration.

“The experience of con-
trolling music by motion is 
almost a lot like learning a 
new instrument,”  Paulsen 

said. “The more I work 
with it, the more I am able 
to use it to help refine my 
movements … dancing, 
I feel as though certain 
movements correspond to 
certain sounds naturally, 
and [at] times the technol-
ogy mimics it perfectly.”

A digital voice

While laptops are ca-
pable of mimicking exist-
ing acoustic instruments, 
they also create sounds 
all their own.

“[Electronically gen-
erated sounds] are dif-
ferent enough to create 
completely new sound-
scapes,” Gompper said. 
“At the moment, acoustic 
instruments are still the 
model, [and] it will take 
some time, more than 
100 years, for electronics 
to catch up and establish 
their own models.” 

The freshness of the 
form means the genre’s 
identity evolves con-
tinually based on the 
software and hardware 
developed and used by 
the composer.

“It’s like the birth of the 
piano … can you imag-
ine being at a concert 
and seeing it for the first 
time?” Palamara said. 
“The person who built 
the pipe organ might be 
[a better example]. Every 
new composer added to 
the mix completely rede-
signs the thing.”

Ensemble member 
Andrew Thierauf’s com-
position, “Quartet,” uses 
webcams. Dancers move 
inflatable balls in front of 
the computers to manu-
ally record and manipu-
late live performances of 
acoustic instruments on 
the spot.

Laptop orchestras 
are so new — fewer 
than 10 years old — 
they have yet to infil-
trate popular culture. 
Most notable names 
are associated with ac-
ademic institutions.

“All experimental 
ideas require a laborato-
ry, which are best suited 
to institutions of edu-
cation,” Gompper said. 
“Laptop ensembles al-
ready exist outside of ac-
ademia but are localized 
to the community that 
supports it.” 

Palamara said once 
students graduate from 
orchestras, they some-
times stagnate in the ab-
sence of fresh talent.

Glitches in the system

Composing for a lap-
top orchestra also brings 
some specific technical 
and rudimentary musi-
cal challenges.

Keeping tempo in 
group performances can 
become an issue because 
of latency, which is the 
time difference, gener-
ally 10 milliseconds, be-
tween a key stroke and 
the computer’s reaction. 
Though very brief, the 
cumulative effect of nu-
merous keystrokes can 
eventually slow down 
the whole ensemble, he 
said.

The numerous cre-
ative solutions these 
kinds of hang-ups ne-
cessitate have brought 
about interesting quali-
ties in the music.

“[In the class], all work 
on their own [software or 
hardware] … which does 
its own weird thing,” 
Palamara said.

Their custom-built 
hemisphere speakers are 
upside down wooden sal-
ad bowls fitted with six 
speakers. This configura-
tion mimics the multidi-
rectional sound of more 
familiar instruments 
and allows listeners to 
distinguish the individu-
al efforts of musicians.

Modeled after speak-
ers in use by the seminal 
Princeton laptop orches-
tra, they used up much 
of the Laptop Orchestra’s 
initial $20,000 grant.

“The sophistication 
of any acoustic instru-
ment is far superior to 
any speaker,” Gomp-
per said. “Just as cars 
and iPhones require a 
stronger battery, digi-
tal music requires the 
continual development 
of speakers. Until then, 
we are relegated to sec-
ond-class status. But at 
least hemisphere speak-
ers can imitate and come 
close to attaching itself 
to that live person.” 

Emerging horizons

Innovation is key in 
this newborn musical 
form, and dedicated lap-
top composers across 
the nation are continu-
ally sharing new bits of 
software and optimizing 
it for their own creative 
visions.

“Since [laptop orches-
tras] are tied to technol-
ogy … you can’t have an 
attitude of this what we 
do, this is our genre, and 
this is how we perform. 
You have to be com-
pletely outside the box,” 
Palamara said. “You 
can’t just say, ‘Well, we 
do poetry readings and 
dance, and that’s it’ … 
You have to say, What is 
the next step?’ ” 

Gompper said there 
are more than 30 in-
stitutions nurturing 
groups of emerging lap-
top composers.

Eventually, comput-
er-based orchestras — 
or their progeny — may 
earn a place in Carnegie 
Hall, carving out a last-
ing musical legacy.

“I don’t think laptop 
orchestras will replace 
the symphony orchestra 
…  those instruments 
have a 500-year history 
of development … laptop 
orchestras simply cannot 
compete with the rich-
ness a symphony brings 
to an audience,” Gomp-
per said. “But there are 
sounds that can be cre-
ated that go beyond an 
acoustic instrument, and 
that is simply where we 
are heading. The saxo-
phone was the last ‘new’ 
instrument to be devel-
oped, and since then, al-
most nothing. The world 
of new instruments, I be-
lieve, will come from the 
digital world.” 

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Loaded Bloody 
Mary

Why prepare a drink and a meal 
when you can consume both at 
once? The Dirty Dog restaurant 
in Waverly, Iowa, invented this 
mammoth of a cocktail, which is as 
nourishing (and caloric) as any item 
on its menu.
 
EXPERIENCE: Mix your best Bloody 
Mary mix and vodka in a pint glass. 
Now the fun begins. Grill up a 
pint-sized beef patty and stack with 
cheese and bacon in a mini bun. 
Skewer the little burger and slide 
some olives onto the top of the 
stick. Finish the “beverage” off with 
a long chunk of celery, pickle slice, 
and beef stick.

If the Bloody Mary is a hair of the 
dog drink, this is the St. Bernard of 
hangover cures. The all-American 
flavors combine for a salty, satisfy-
ing experience touting a variety of 
textures to sip and chew.
 
ADVICE: Concoct this masterpiece 
at home or, better yet, order it from 
the source. Waverly may be a small 
town, but it is home to some great 
eateries, fun outdoor concerts 
(Mumford and Sons will appear June 
19), and the Wartburg College crowd. 
About an hour and 40 minutes north 
of Iowa City, it’s worth the trip.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Dave Zollo, 6 p.m., Orchard 
Green, 521 S. Gilbert
• Bruiser Queen and Dueling 
at Dawn, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 
E. Washington
• Joe Smith and the Spicy 
Pickles, with Dan DiMonte 
and the Bad Assettes, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. 
Linn
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Opera, The Rivals, 8 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 1301 Fifth St.

FILM
• Red Army, 4:30 & 6:30 
p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. 
College
• Underwater Dreams, 6 
p.m., 1505 Seamans Center
• What We Do in the Shad-
ows, 8:30 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Iowa’s Culinary Heritage 
Kiddo Cooking Classes: Scot-
tish Oat Cakes and Tea, 3 
p.m., Public Space One, 120 
N. Dubuque
• Smart Talk: Amy Fra-
zier, 7:30 p.m., 240 Art 
Building West

MUSIC
• Introduction to Music 
Online, 10 a.m., Iowa City 
Public Library, 123 S. Linn
• Bill Sackter Day Celebra-
tion, 5 p.m., Wild Bill’s, 321 
North Hall
• Drew Baldridge, 7 p.m., 
First Avenue Club, 1550 S. 
First Ave.
• Howard Fishman, “The 
Basement Tapes Project,” 7 
& 9:30 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• New Music Festival, 
Laptop Orchestra, 7:30 p.m., 
University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• Dead Larry, with Von 
Stomper and Intelescope, 9 
p.m., Yacht Club
•SOULSHAKE, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s
•BUKU, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Housebroken, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert
• Opera, The Rivals, 8 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts

FILM
• Wild Tales, 4:20 & 7:20 
p.m., FilmScene
• What We Do in the Shad-
ows, 9:20 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Craft Critique Culture 
Conference: Changes and Ex-
changes, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., EPB
• Spring Beer and Wine 
Tasting, 5:30 p.m., Cork and 
Bottle, 610 Eastbury 
• Ballroom and Latin Social 
Dancing, 7:30 p.m., Old 
Brick, 26 E. Market

MUSIC
• Bill Sackter Birthday 
Bash, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Up-
town Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Community Folk Sing, 3 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Gathe Raho, 7 p.m., En-
glert, 221 E. Washington
• New Music Festival: Elec-
tronic Music Studio Recit-
al, 7:30 p.m., 101 Becker
• CloZee and Sharkweek, 10 
p.m., Gabe’s
• Flannel Season, Milk Duct 
Tape, and knubby, 10 p.m., 
Yacht Club
• Funkmaster Hill, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s

THEATER
• Housebroken, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater
• Opera, The Rivals, 8 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts
 
WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Mark Wisniewski, fiction, 4 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

FILM
• The Picture Show: Big Hero 
6 3D, 10 a.m., FilmScene
• Wild Tales, 2 & 6:15 p.m., 
FilmScene
• What We Do in the 
Shadows, 4:15 & 8:45 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Bijou After Hours: The 
Secret of Nimh, 11 p.m., 
FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Craft Critique Culture 
Conference: Changes and 
Exchanges, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
EPB
• Iowa City Postcard and 
Stamp Show, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Johnson County Fairgrounds 
Building C
• UI Powwow, 11 a.m., Recre-
ation Building
• Walk It Out: Around the 
World Multicultural Fashion 
Show, 6 p.m., IMU Main 
Lounge

 

MUSIC
• “Blooming Where You’re 
Planted: Songs from Farm 
to Table,” with Family Folk 
Machine, 2:30 p.m., Old 
Capitol
• New Music Festival: 
Composer’s Workshop, 7:30 
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Hang Union and BUHU, 9 
p.m., Gabe’s
 
THEATER
• Housebroken, 2 p.m., 
Riverside Theater
• Opera, The Rivals, 2 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts

FILM
• Wild Tales, 2 & 6:15 p.m., 
FilmScene
• What We Do in the 
Shadows, 4:15 & 8:45 p.m., 
FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
 • Iowa City Postcard and 
Stamp Show, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., Johnson County Fair-
grounds Building C
• Holocaust Remembrance 
Day Book Reading, “Rich-
ard Road: Journey from 
Hate,” 3 p.m., Iowa City 
Public Library

The UI Laptop Orchestra forges a new sound.

The Longest Ride
Another Nicholas Sparks novel 
gets the Hollywood treatment 
in this romance about a former 
champion bull rider on his way 
to a comeback who falls for an 
art student. The couple form an 
unlikely bond with an old man 
named Ira, who once experi-
enced true love for himself.

Danny Collins
Al Pacino stars as 1970s rock 
star Danny Collins in this 
dramedy, also featuring Annette 
Bening, Christopher Plummer, 
and Jennifer Garner. The aging 
Collins decides to reassess his 
life after stumbling upon an un-
delivered letter written to him 
by John Lennon 40 years ago.

Wild Tales
An Academy Award nominee 
for Best Foreign Language Film, 
Wild Tales is an Argentine-Span-
ish black comedy following six 
stories of people under distress, 
all walking the thin line between 
socially acceptable depression 
and all-out madness.

MUSIC
UI Laptop Orchestra 
Concert 
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Where: University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
Admission: Free
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By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

In 2012, the comedy 
musical Pitch Perfect 
premièred and captivated 
the country. Apart from 
a funny performance by 
Rebel Wilson and catchy 
cup-drumming by Anna 
Kendrick, Pitch Perfect’s 
strongest appeal lay in 
its portrayal of a cappella 
performance.

At 7 p.m. Saturday, Io-
wa City will host its own 
a cappella competition at 
the Englert Theater, 221 
E. Washington St., one 
that predates Pitch Per-
fect fever. Gathe Raho, 
the largest South Asian 
a cappella competition 
in the United States, will 
welcome seven teams 
from six states to per-
form a blend of English 
and Hindi songs through-
out the night. 

“Think of [Gathe Raho] 
like a real life Pitch Per-
fect,” said Justin John, a 
member of the University 
of Iowa Indian Student 
Alliance as well as the 
overseer for Gathe Raho.

The Alliance hosts the 
competition annually 
as one of its four large-
scale events each year, 
including Garba, Raas, 
Bhangra, and Bollywood, 
Diwali, and Nachte Raho. 
Gathe Raho is the group’s 
last event of the spring.

“These teams have all 
races of people coming to 
sing a fusion of American 
and Indian songs, and it’s 
a phenomenal opportuni-
ty for community mem-
bers to watch a fusion of 
culture portrayed in the 
talents of young people,” 
said Gathe Raho commit-
tee member Kruti Doctor. 

In a cappella, singers 
harmonize, scat, hiss, 
and beat-box to represent 
both the vocal and instru-
mental aspects of a song. 
A cappella dates back to 
Jewish religious music 
in 20 B.C.E. It was used 
throughout history in 
various kinds of religious 
music until the early 20th 
century, when a cappella 
hit mainstream culture 
through the barbershop 
quartets. Today, a cappel-
la has not only been made 
popular through Pitch 
Perfect, but other outlets 
such as “Glee” and “The 
Sing-Off.” 

Gathe Raho — which 
translates as “keep sing-
ing” — had more than 
30 entries this year from 
across the country. The 
Gathe Raho committee 

selected seven teams to 
compete for first place 
(worth $3,000), second 
place ($1,000), and the 
new Audience Choice 
awards. These teams in-
clude Swaram from Texas 
A&M University, EkTall 
of the University of Vir-
ginia, and Illini Awaaz 
hailing from the Univer-
sity of Illinois-Urbana/
Champaign. 

There will also be spe-
cial performances by the 
UI’s a capella teams In-
tersection and Iowa Agni. 
Those teams could not 
enter into the competi-
tion because of home-
voice advantage, but 
they are still getting the 
chance to perform.  

“I’m looking forward 
to seeing and meeting 
all these teams,” John 
said. “The amount of 
hard work and number 
of hours they put into 
this competition is crazy. 
So I’m really looking for-
ward to getting to meet 
all these people, seeing 
them all perform, and 
seeing which team is 
truly the best a cappella 
team in the nation.” 

Doctor agreed.
“The show is getting 

more and more success-
ful each year,” she said. 
“Bringing in new teams 
and audience members 
is making our show more 
well known. We have 
more than 1,000 likes on 
Facebook, and it only gets 
higher. Gathe Raho is an 
amazing show, and we 
are so lucky to be able to 
host it here at Iowa.” 

Doctor has been inter-
ested in getting involved 
with Gathe Raho since 
before she came to the UI.

“I wanted to be behind 
the scenes,” she said. 
“It’s amazing how such a 
small number of students 
can host and produce a 
show with more than 100 
people participating and 
more than 200 to 300 peo-
ple watching.”

Indian Student Alli-
ance President Abhishek 
Dsouza, who sits on the 
committee for Gathe 
Raho, got involved with 
Gathe Raho during his 
sophomore year as the 
publicity representative. 
He said there is a lot of 
hardwork that goes into 
one night. 

“It starts over the 
summer,” Dsouza said. 

“We start calling all of 
the teams, talking about 
Gathe and trying to get 
them involved. In Novem-
ber, we select the teams 
by watching their videos, 
we figure out how good 
they are, and then, by 
January, they accept our 
confirmation.” 

Through all of the 
hard work, the Alliance 
expects an electrified 
crowd on Saturday night. 
John said he’s particular-
ly excited about people 
that are coming to Gathe 
Raho for the first time. 

“When I first went my 
freshman year, I walked 
in, and I was amazed 
by what I saw,”  John 
said. “I saw teams mash 
up music and do it all 
on stage. If you’ve seen 
Pitch Perfect and you’re 
a lover of music, then 
you should definitely 
come to this …  [Gathe 

Raho] will take your 
breath away.”

A cappella heaven in Iowa City

MUSIC
Gathe Raho
Where: Englert, 221 E 
Washington 
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday
Admission: $10 general and 
student, $12 and $15 VIP; 
tickets available at the IMU Hub 
or at the door 

COMPETING 
TEAMS
•  Swaram, Texas A& M University
• Astha Acapella, St. Louis 
University
• LUC: Raag, Loyola University
• Dhamakapella, Case Western 
University 
• EkTall, University of Virginia
• Illini Awaaz, University of 
Illinois-Urbana/Champaign

Members of the UI South Asian a cappella team Iowa Agni gather on the Pentacrest to 
perform on Wednesday. The team’s performance was to raise awareness for the Gathe 
Raho National South Asian a cappella competition on Saturday at the Englert. (The 
Daily Iowan/John Baker)
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WILD BILL
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Wild Bill’s Coffee Shop celebrates its 40th birthday this week with a celebration on Friday. The celebration represents serving coffee in the 
School of Social Work and with the birthday of the shop’s founder, “Wild” Bill Sackter. (The Daily Iowan/John Baker)

“It’s the social hub 
of the school, and we 
consider it a learning 
lab for our students, 
because they get to 
form relationships with 
people they ordinarily 
might not encounter,” 
Palermo said. 

She believes stigma 
toward people with dis-
abilities still exists, 
she said, but through 
the work at the shop, 
the walls start to come 
down.

“We tend to still segre-
gate people with disabil-
ities and to make them 
invisible, basically,” she 
said. “So our goal is to 
make them more visible 
and to continually raise 
awareness about issues 
of ability, because it’s 
an area of mistreatment 
and discrimination that 
doesn’t get much play. 
We’re slowly making 
progress, but it’s too 
slow.”

For Nadin Mustafa, 
the staff manager at 
Wild Bill’s and a master’s 
student in the School of 

Social Work, the inter-
action and relationships 
are important to not on-
ly the staff members but 
the students, too. 

“[For] the School of 
Social Work to have 
such a program that em-
powers the community 
members, I think it’s 
part of what we do as so-
cial workers,” she said. 
“So for students to have 
firsthand interaction on 
a daily basis with people 
of disabilities, I think it 
comes as a great advan-
tage for them.”

For one social-work 
student, this is exactly 
why he brings his books 
to Wild Bill’s.

“It really embodies the 
spirit of social work to 
be in a place with [peo-
ple with special needs] 
to give them so much in-
teraction with all of us, 
and we really appreciate 
that, and [it’s what] we 
like so much about this 
place,” said Ed Bettis, a 
senior in the social-work 
program.

Not only is it an ad-
vantage, Mustafa said, 
but it also creates a 
fresh environment com-
pared with the average 
Starbucks.

“It helps that we are 
… kind of quiet; it’s very 
homey,” she said. “A lot 
of times [students] come 
back for the individuals 
or the staff. It’s different 
than your regular coffee 
shop you would go into; 
the feeling is different.”

Wild Bill’s isn’t the on-
ly shop in Iowa City that 
has as its mission to hire 
and serve people with 
disabilities. Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque 
St., is also named after 
Bill Sackter, a local he-
ro and advocate for the 
disabled who died in 
1983. Uptown Bill’s will 
celebrate the 13th anni-
versary of its Open Mike 
at 7 p.m. today and Sack-
ter’s birthday with an 
all-day “bash” Saturday.

As part of Wild Bill’s 
40th-year celebration, the 
school will call on alumni 
and current students for 
donations to help sustain 
the organization.

“Our expenses contin-
ue to go up, and our rev-
enue isn’t keeping pace,” 
Palermo said. “Next 
year, our budget is going 
to be really challenged, 
and we may have to cut 
back on the number of 
hours and employees. 

We don’t want to do 
that … so we need some 
help.”

Despite the continued 
expenses of running a 
coffee shop in a univer-
sity building, Mustafa 
remains positive about 
the direction of Wild 
Bill’s.

“I really hope it grows,” 
she said. “I would like to 
see a different branch 
of [it] somewhere in the 
Coralville area.

“But for Wild Bill’s 
specifically, I really 
would like to just have 
…  every shift filled 
with a volunteer, just for 
us to keep moving and 
keep pushing and keep 
empowering people. I re-
ally hope that we’ll have 
40 more years.”



By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

Iowa City serves as a liter-
al backdrop for Housebroken. 
A map of the city stretches 
over the back of the stage, 
dotted with images of such 
landmarks as the Old Capi-
tol and Kinnick Stadium. To 
either side, mounds of card-
board moving boxes frame 
the map as music fills the 
theater and Megan Gogerty 
takes the stage.

Housebroken is a 
one-woman show written 
and performed by Gogerty. 
The play will première at 
Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert St., at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day and run through April 
26 on Thursdays through 
Sundays after April 12.

“Megan is an artistic as-
sociate at Riverside Theater, 
and we’ve produced two of 
her previous solo shows,” 
said Jody Hovland, River-
side’s artistic director and 
a cofounder of the theater. 
“When she told us about 
the possibilities for what be-
came Housebroken. it was a 
no-brainer to say yes.”

The play tackles 
a traditional pil-
lar of the American 
Dream, one that has 
grown increasingly 
dubious in the mod-
ern landscape: homeown-
ership. The show is based 
on Gogerty’s experience in 
house hunting, and over 
the story’s course, she 
steps into three personas: 
her, her husband, and their 
real-estate agent.

“The show is an exis-
tential crisis disguised as 
a comedy about buying a 
house,” Gogerty said. “Ev-
erything in the story is 
true, and some of it actual-
ly happened.”

Director Alexis Chamow, 
Gogerty’s friend and col-
laborator of 15 years, has 
come in from Los Angeles. 
In the past, Chamow has 
acted as a dramaturge for 
Gogerty and directed a 
previous Gogerty Riverside 

performance in 2011, Feet 
First in the Water with a 
Baby in My Teeth.

“[Chamow] asked really 
smart, probing questions 
and challenged me to dig 
deeper into the materi-
al and not go for the easy 
laugh,” Gogerty said. “Be-
cause of her, the laughs 
come from a place of truth 
and honesty, which real-
ly makes them that much 
funnier when they hit.”

For Housebroken, the 
two decided to focus on 

the physicality of the per-
formance. Their efforts 
appear to have reached 
fruition, as Gogerty moves 
easily on stage, not only in 
the ways she manages to 
move from place to place 
but how she changes her 
mannerisms from charac-
ter to character.

Megan is really ambi-
tious in an artistic and 
creative way,” Chamow 
said. “With Feet First, she 
made sure she could do a 
one-person show. This time 
she was more confident 
with the script going in and 
wanted to focus on acting.”

Ron Clark, one of the co-
founders of Riverside The-
ater as well as its resident 
artist and production man-

ager, directed Gogerty in 
her first Riverside produc-
tion. Since then, he’s been 
able to watch Gogerty's 
work and performance as 
more of an observer.

“When you see Megan 
on stage, she’s completely 
natural,” Clark said. “The 
warmth and charm you see 
in her performance, that’s 
who she is. She has a per-
sonality that translates 
from real life to the stage 
perfectly.” 

The show comes from a 
very real place for 
Gogerty. Her strug-
gles in buying a 
house she said, left 
her “adrift with no 
plan” before time 
permitted her to 

piece together the story of 
Housebroken.

“We’re delighted to be 
able to provide a launch 
point for new work like 
this,” Hovland said. 
“Nothing is quite as ex-
citing as birthing a play 
for the American theater, 
[and] this is a play that 
I believe will have people 
talking. It’s electric, it’s 
fresh, and Megan is abso-
lutely captivating."
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Housing made funny

THEATER
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday-April 26
Where: Riverside Theater, 213 
N. Gilbert
Admission: $18-$30

'The show is an existential crisis disguised 
as a comedy about buying a house.'

-Megan Gogerty, Housebroken playwright and actor

Playwright and performer Megan Gogerty performs during a dress rehearsal of her play 
Housebroken at the Riverside Theater on Monday. Housebroken will début at on Friday. 
(The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)
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By GRACE HAERR
grace-haerr@uiowa.edu

Doubts about diver-
sity at the University of 
Iowa will be delightfully 
dismissed by members 
of Walk It Out in their 
sixth-annual Multicultural 
Fashion Show on Saturday.

Walk it Out is a student 
organization intended to 
unite and celebrate indi-
vidual backgrounds and 
sexual identities. The UI 
Asian American Coali-
tion, the Indian Student 
Alliance, and the Black 
Student Union joined 
hands in 2009 to form the 
fashion show.

This year, Walk It Out 
has tied together 20 ad-
ditional student cultural 
organizations including 
the African Student Asso-
ciation, Arabic Student As-
sociation, Korean Student 
Alliance, and many more.

“It’s more like an en-
tertainment show than a 
fashion show,” said senior 
Kyle Davis, the president 
of Walk It Out. “We have 
two MCs for the night who 
have both been in the show 
before, and both have very 
high energy.” 

Each cultural group 
will have 15 minutes to 
strut and dance down 
Walk It Out’s profession-
ally lit runway, which, 
Davis said, offers plenty 
of “glitz and glam.” Five 
hundred or more patrons 
are expected to attend.

“We are ready to present 
our group to the Iowa City 
campus and community 
and show the world who 
we are,” said junior Emi-
ly Miksch, a model for the 
LGBTQA group in Walk It 
Out. “It brings all sorts of 
backgrounds together to 
celebrate our differences.”

While new to modeling, 

this is not the first time 
she has drawn the eyes of a 
crowd, having figure-skat-
ed for 13 years.

“I attended last year, 
and I thought to myself, 
‘Wow, I need to do this,’ ” 
Miksch said.

She and her fellow mod-
els will don everything 
from bedazzled Bolly-
wood-style saris to mul-
ticolored kimonos to gen-
der-bending fashions.

“We aren’t modeling 
brand-new off the runway 
outfits from New York City,” 
Miksch said. “It’s more 
about being able to connect 
with other people who don’t 
have the same background 
as I do … I want people to 
see that we are different, 
but we are here together, 
and the fashion show is an-
other medium for me to be 
able to do that.”

Seven culturally diverse 
groups from around the 
world — including Africa, 
Latin America, East Asia, 
South Asia, the Middle 
East, the LGBTQA com-
munity, and hip-hop — 
will flaunt their signature 
fashions, styles of dance, 
and tastes in music at 8 
p.m. Saturday in the IMU 
Main Lounge.

Many of the models 
will dress to match their 
ethnic background, but 
Davis said no restrictions 
are enforced.

“We have African 
Americans in the Middle 
East group and whites in 
the South Asian group,” 
he said. 

Approximately 160 peo-
ple auditioned for Walk It 
Out, and 120 made it to the 
final show. 

Former model for Walk 
It Out Diane Nukuri of 
Burundi said she had more 
fun than she had imagined. 

“I felt like I was part of 

a study-abroad program; I 
met so many people from 
so many different walks 
of life,” she said. “The peo-
ple from my African group 
taught me a lot about Af-
rican culture, from the 
makeup to their nation-
al flower. It’s definitely a 
learning experience being 
in this show.” 

In 2012, Walk It Out 
partnered with the UI Hos-
pital and Clinics and kicked 
off the tradition of donating 
a portion of all sales from 
their fashion show to the 
HIV/AIDS Clinic to help 
treat patients with HIV/
AIDS and raise awareness 
of the illness.

“We receive adminis-
trative funding for the 
show, so we don’t need the 
money,” Davis said. “So we 
make [audiences] give by 
having their admission 
go straight to HIV/AIDs. 
It started for a cause, and 
we want to end it for the 
cause, because it’s not 
about us, it’s about help-
ing other people and rais-
ing cultural awareness.” 

Last year, nearly $2,000 
went directly to the HIV/
AIDS Clinic.

“We come together in 
this one thing. Our con-
nection is stronger be-
cause of the show,” Miksch 
said. “Our goal is to have 
that connection come alive 
when we are performing 
… The culture and com-
munity that we bring is 
very moving.” 

Walk It Out Vice Pres-
ident Lydia Zhu said the 
audience should expect 
“nothing less than spec-
tacular” from this year’s 
performance.

The doors will open 
at 6:30 p.m. Saturday. The 
early birds get to try au-
thentic appetizers, receive 
free Walk It Out souvenirs, 

and steal a seat in the front 
row before the show offi-
cially starts at 8 p.m.

“I think people say they 
are open to meeting peo-
ple from other cultures, 
and maybe they want to, 
but they don’t,” Davis said. 
“Bring down the barriers, 
broaden your horizons, 
and have respect for the 
performers.” 

Miksch offered her 
own advice.

“Don’t conform,” she 
said. “It’s boring.” 

Not conforming through diversity
The Walk It Out Multicultural Fashions show brings the glitz for a good cause.

FASHION SHOW

Walk It Out Multicultural 
Fashion Show
When: 8 p.m. Saturday (doors 
open 6:30 p.m.)
Where: IMU Main Lounge 
Admission: $3 at IMU Hub in 
advance, $5 at the door 
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The beat of a drum, the smell of fry bread, 
the vibrancy of colors. For some, these may 
be seemingly simple factors of a good party. 
For others, these things embody the cultural 
expression of long-standing traditions.

At 11 a.m. Saturday, the University 
of Iowa will host its 21st Powwow at 
the Recreation Building. The Powwow is 
organized largely by the Native American 
Student Association. This year will mark 
the return of the Powwow; it was canceled 
last year because of a lack of funding.

Association President Thom Johnson 
said the celebration aims to connect Iowa 
tribes, such as the Meskawki Nation, with 
Native American tribes across the country.

“Not only does the Powwow facilitate 

cross-cultural collaboration by allowing Native 
students and their allies to work together 
planning this significant event throughout 
the academic year,” he said. “But the Powwow 
also makes a powerful statement about 
cultural diversity in our community.”

The Powwow will include various food 
and craft vendors, including the tradition 
of fry bread. However, Johnson said, the 
main attraction of the event will be the 
music and dance performances that pay 
homage to the roots of Native history.

“Music and dance play a large role in 
expressing who we are and our values,” 
Johnson said.

Though the event will be a celebration of 
the original inhabitants of America and their 
culture, Johnson said all of the non-Native 
community should attend, observe, and 

engage in order to broaden their horizons, 
both personally and academically.

“The university has graciously assisted us 
in our funding, planning, and production of 
this event, which serves to expose students 
and community members at large to our 
culture. For that, our community is grateful,” 
he said. “However, more can always be done 
to shed light on the smallest population of 
students and faculty on campus.”

—by Jasmine Putney

ARTS

UI Powwow makes 
splashy return

MUSIC & DANCE
UI Powwow 
When: 11 a.m. Saturday
Where: Recreation Building
Admission: Free

Film festival takes 
the screen

The 13th Iowa City International 
Film Festival will take place Friday and 
Saturday in E105 Adler .

The festival, presented by under-
graduates in the UI Cinema Department, 
features documentaries from both 
Iowans and national and international 
filmmakers. The students aim to showcase 
different documenting styles and 
methods, questioning what it means to 
make a documentary.

 “We are exhibiting works from all over 
the globe,”  Stephen Ocampo, a UI junior 
organizing the festival, said. “For example, 
we have works from native Iowan 
filmmakers such as John Richard [“A 
Simple Gift of Walnut Grove”] and are also 
exhibiting international submissions.”

Ocampo said director Rhayne 
Vermette’s “Rob What” will make its U.S. 
première at the festival. Vermette’s work 
is in good company: Christian Jenses, who 
was nominated this year for an Academy 
Award for his “White Earth,” has previously 
participated in the festival.

Kevin Lee, the chief video essayist 
from fandor.com, and Monica Savirón, a 
director most known for “Broken Tongue” 
will also attend this year . The two will 
serve as the festival’s jurors.

Admission to the Iowa City Interna-
tional Film Festival is free and open to 
the public. Like all good screenings, the 
festival will be followed by an after party. 

—by Justus Flair

Iowa City International Documentary Film 
Festival Schedule 

FRIDAY 
3:30 p.m. Juror Show: Monica 
Saviron
7:30 p.m. Competitive Show No. 1
“Now! Again!,” Alex Johnston
“War Prayer,wΩ” Richard Wiebe
“Mototanaka Derive,” Michael Lyons
“Liberation of Helene Aylon,” Kelly 
Spivey
“May 1: First of the Day Trips,” 
Robb Todd

9 p.m. Competitive Show No. 2
“All That Is Solid,” Eva Kolcze
“In Praise of Shadows,” Evan Ray-
mond Spitzer & Kayla Reopelle
“The Traditional Day for Eating 
Grilled Eel,” Joel Schlemowitz
“Alberta,” Dan Browne
“Rob What,” Rhayne Vermette

11 p.m. Competitive Show No. 3: 
Ben Russell
“Greeting to the Ancestors”
“Atlantis”

SATURDAY
1 p.m. Competitive Show No. 4
“Victory Dance,” Max Moore
“Against Landscape,” Josh Solondz
“Maybe Darkness,” Juliette Joffe

“Something About Which Nothing 
Can Be Said,” Ted Kennedy
2:30 p.m. Competitive Show No. 5
“In, Light, In,” Ken Paul Rosenthal
“Heirloom,” Malia Bruker
“Layover,” Vanessa Renwick
“Shwebontha,” Meredith Lackey
“Semiotics of Islam: A Primer for 
Kuffa,” Fouzia Najar

4:15 p.m. Juror Show: Kevin 
B. Lee

7:30 p.m. Competitive Show No. 6
“Slow Rise,” Robert Todd
“California Picture Book,” Zach Iannazzi
“Model Fifty One Fifty Six,” Josh 
Weissbach
“Sweet Oranges,” Nora Sweeney
“Non-Stop Beautiful Ladies,” 
Alee Peoples

9 p.m. Competitive Show No. 7
“Of The Iron Range,” Steve Wetzel
“The Shadow of Your Smile,” Alexei 
Dimitrev
“Citizen Ruby,” Sasha Waters-Freyer
“Blue Mosque Ceiling,” Filipe 
Alfonso
“The Simple Gift of Walnut Grove,” 
John Richard
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