
By NOELLE ALKHAWAJA
noelle-alkhawaja@uiowa.edu

At the University of Iowa Student 
Government vice-presidential debate 
on Wednesday, both parties managed 
to hit on important issues — sans the 
intensity of the previous night’s presi-
dential debate. 

“I think the atmosphere and the 
respect level for the 
two candidates was 
a lot higher,” current 
UISG President Pat-
rick Bartoski said. 
“A lot harder hitting 
questions were asked 
tonight, and I think 
both candidates han-
dled them well. It just 
felt like a more orga-
nized, well put together debate, from 
both parties.”

Similar to Tuesday’s presiden-
tial-candidate debate, sexual-assault 
prevention and affordability were a 
main focus; however, 
moderator Walid Afi-
fi, a UI professor of 
communication stud-
ies, asked some more 
pressing questions.

A more specific ques-
tion covered the state 
Board of Regents’ pro-
posed new funding 
model, which would tie 
a significant portion of 
state appropriations to the number 
of undergraduate resident students 
at each regent university. It still re-
quires legislative approval. 
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Cloudy at first, gradually clearing, 
70% chance of rain/T-storms.
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VP debate 
remains 
civil

• Art installations, numerous 
locations, 11 a.m., free
• Small Plates Supper: Seating 
1, Leaf Kitchen, 5:30 p.m.
• Kerry Howley & Arna 
Bontemps Hemenway 
reading, Prairie Lights, 
6 p.m., free
• I’m Not Patrick, FilmScene, 
6:30 p.m., tickets $10
• First Kiss performance art, Old 
Capitol Town Center, 7 p.m., free
• Small Plates Supper: Seating 
2, Leaf Kitchen, 7 p.m., $35
• Jeff Chang reading, Mill, 7 
p.m., free
• Lorrie Moore reading, Van 
Allen, 8 p.m., free
• Real Estate, Englert, 8 p.m., 
tickets $20
• Freddie Gibbs, Blue Moon, 9 
p.m., tickets $15
• Mission: Beat, Yacht Club, 9 
p.m., tickets $8
• Chris Forsyth & the Solar 
Motel Band, Mill, 9p.m., $10
• How to Dress Well, Gabe’s, 10 
p.m., tickets $15
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2016 IOWA CAUCUSES

(The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)

By BRENT GRIFFITHS | brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Flanked by flags, surrounded by family in ei-
ther in a home state or a political locale.

This is how a candidate announces her or his 
desire to win the White House. 

The latest to practice the quadrennial ritual, 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, surrounded himself with 
mainly evangelical conservatives at Liberty 
University, one of the largest Christian colleges 
in the world. As a variety of news reports indi-
cate, a number of other presidential contend-
ers will follow suit in the coming weeks and 
months.

Selecting a locale, honing a message, and 
determining a date are just some details that 
make up the backdrop to the big revelation. 

“It’s the starting point, which is to say that 
[the announcement] is the one instance a can-
didate can count on get on getting news cover-
age,” said Chris Arterton, a professor of political 
management at George Washington University. 

The rollout is inherently newsworthy, he said, 
provided a candidate has at least some national 
credibility to begin with, he or she can generate 
headlines for a handful of days.

Politico reported last week that former Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton is weigh-
ing whether to announce in Iowa or New Hamp-
shire, and Florida Sen. Marco Rubio will make 
a “big announcement” on April 13 in Miami. The 
Daily Iowan has reported that Kentucky Sen. 
Rand Paul is expected to launch his campaign 
next week (see page 3A).

Interviews with experts who critique and 
analyze presidential campaigns illustrate why 
the presidential moment will occur months be-
fore most voters back their favorites, let alone 
flock to caucuses or ballot boxes — the formal 
speech offers the perfect opportunity to define 
a campaign.

“All of these speeches are symbolic,” said Don-
na Hoffman, an associate professor of political 
science at the University of Northern Iowa.

Hoffman pointed to a number of previous oc-
currences that underlined the tone a location 
can set for a candidate. 

Then-Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., standing of 
the steps of the state’s old Capitol building, al-
luding to Abraham Lincoln; then-Sen. John Ed-
wards, D-N.C., venturing to New Orleans’ Ninth 
Ward as the city tried to recover of Hurricane 
Katrina; or Cruz’s depicting the gospel’s reso-
nance to some of America’s Founding Fathers.

In some cases the governors, senators, and 
congressional representatives take their loca-
tion and mold it into the very composition of 
their campaign.

A presidential campaign starts with an 
announcement, and the announcement usually takes 

place at a location significant to the candidate. The 
Daily Iowan politics team took a look at how past 

locations of presidential campaign announcements 
shaped the candidates’ White House bids.

SEE CAMPAIGNS, 5A

MITT ROMNEY
Election year: 2012 
Announcement date: 
June 2, 2011 
Location: Stratham, New 
Hampshire

BARACK OBAMA

MICHELE BACHMANN
Election year: 2012 
Announcement date:
June 26, 2011 
Location: Waterloo

HILLARY CLINTON
Election year: 2008 
Announcement date:
Jan. 20, 2007 
Location: Announced on 
her website, followed by 
a trip to Des Moines on 
Jan. 27

Election year: 2008 
Announcement date: 
Feb. 10, 2007 
Location: Springfield, 
Illinois

LOCATION, 
LOCATION, 
LOCATION
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By KRISTEN EAST
kristen-east@uiowa.edu

When Sen. Rand Paul, 
R-Ky., graces the Univer-
sity of Iowa campus with 
his presence next week, he 
will stand alone, no other 
politicians present to take 
away the spotlight. The 
visit is expected to come 
as part of or in tandem 
a presidential-campaign 
announcement. 

This is, however, how 
Iowans usually see the 
liberty-minded Repub-
lican, working rooms of 
supporters, activists, and 
like-minded individu-
als. These are settings 
that Paul can control: He 
knows the audience, and 
he’s the only speaker.

Paul has seemingly fa-
vored this type of venue 
when visiting Iowa over 
the past two years, avoid-
ing events, forums, and 
lectures where other po-
tential presidential con-
tenders may be present.

This year alone, Paul 
has declined invitations 
to the Iowa Freedom Sum-
mit and Iowa Agriculture 
Summit, events in which 
most Republicans consid-
ering running were pres-
ent. And as the Iowa Re-
publican Party last week 
announced details for its 
annual Lincoln Dinner, 
Paul was not one of the 
nine candidates who had 
confirmed his presence.

Though political survey-
ors and activists say there 
likely isn’t reason to worry. 
The format of his appear-
ances may be intentional, 
but even if they aren’t, 
Paul is reaching a partic-
ular block of Republicans.

David Yepsen, the di-
rector of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute 
at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity, suggested that 
Paul may not be trying 
to compete with other 
would-be candidates for 
“base” voters.

“Instead, he seems to be 
trying to reach out to more 
libertarian and younger 
voters,” he said. “So, per-
haps he figures he’s better 
off spending his time try-
ing to find these new vot-
ers rather than attending 
cattle shows in front of au-
diences of people who are 
already unlikely to ever 
vote for him.”

The conservative advo-
cacy group Citizens Unit-
ed and Rep. Steve King, 
R-Iowa, put together the 
Iowa Freedom Summit, 
and Iowa entrepreneur 
Bruce Rastetter hosted 
the Iowa Ag Summit. Both 
events drew large num-
bers of social conserva-
tives who lambasted the 
likes of 2012 Republican 
presidential nominee Mitt 

Romney and former Flori-
da Gov. Jeb Bush.

Matthew Evans, the Io-
wa head of Young Amer-
icans for Liberty, said he 
believes the youth vote 
will be an important com-
ponent of Paul’s campaign, 
and that may be one rea-
son for the types of events 
he attends.

“When he does make 
appearances here [in Io-
wa], they’re generally 
well-attended by young-
er folks,” he said. “That’s 
great to see from my per-
spective as a youth lead-
er. He’s taking on a new 
brand for the Republican 
Party, and part of that is 
by supporting ideas that 
aren’t typically supported 
by Republican figures.”

Evans said that Paul 
usually talk about such 
things as technology and 
privacy, topics that don’t 
resonate with older voters.

Paul was in the state 
quite a bit last year cam-
paigning for Iowans run-
ning for Congress. He 
stumped with Mariannette 
Miller-Meeks, who unsuc-
cessfully ran for Iowa’s 2nd 

Congressional District and 
campaigned with Sen. Joni 
Ernst at the UI.

Cindy Golding, who 
chairs the Linn County 
Republican Party, said 
active Republicans “have 
had multiple opportuni-
ties to meet the senator,” 
specifically citing his cam-
paigning during the mid-
term election cycle.

“I don’t see the ab-
sence from those events 

harming Sen. Paul’s rep-
utation or popularity,” 
she said. “If he is serious 
about running for pres-
ident, we all will have 
many chances to see him 
in the near future.”

Tim Hagle, a UI associ-
ate professor of political 
science, said it’s a good 
sign that Paul is at least 
showing up in Iowa, and 
the types of events aren’t 
as important.

“As long as a candidate 
is showing up somewhere 
in Iowa we might be able 
to overlook the person 
not attending certain 
multi-candidate events 
at this stage in the race,” 
he said.

Though he noted that 
it’s good to see how some-
one holds her or his com-
posure in a multi-candi-
date venue.

“It might be good to see 

Rand Paul in a multi-can-
didate event, but the val-
ue of the event likely var-
ies,” he said. “If it’s just a 
matter of coming in and 
giving a fairly standard 
speech, then it may not 
matter as much whether 
it’s done in a multi-candi-
date event or not. On the 
other hand, it can be good 
to see the person’s ability 
to give a speech to differ-
ent types of crowds.”

Rand Paul to stump in Iowa City this month

Humor takes aim at stereotypes at the Englert

2016 IOWA CAUCUSES

By CONOR MCBRIEN
conor-mcbrien@uiowa.edu

April Fool’s Day. The En-
glert Theater was packed, 
and the collective body 
heat threatened to over-
whelm the very warm, 
very receptive crowd. 
Cameron Esposito not-
ed that she was among 
“her people” — a throng 
of feminists, lesbians, and 
open-minded people from 
every corner of the scary, 
lonely bedroom we call life.  
 “So many haircuts in 
the house,” Esposito said, 
later adding, “Some-
times it’s OK to judge 
a book by its cover.” 
     Emphasis on sometimes. 
Esposito’s act — the sole 
stand-up comedy show of 
Mission Creek Festival 
— played with that idea 
across three acts, each re-
flecting on misconceptions 
and stereotypes. 

The performance had a 

strong theme of address-
ing the harmful nature 
of stereotypes: how easy 
it is to disguise salient 
points with comedy. Es-
posito, a lesbian famous 
for jokes involving les-
bian sex, menstruation, 
and gender, is an apt 
messenger.  

The first of the two 
opening acts was Ethan 
Simmons-Patterson, who 
kept busy tearing down 
straight-male stereotypes. 
He encouraged the out-
numbered men in the 
crowd to bark like dogs. 
This belied his later talk 
on the value of straight-
male sensitivity. 

Simmons-Patterson al-
so spoke a harsh truth: 
straight men encourage 
other straight men to tap 
into their testosterone to 
avoid emotion and sinceri-
ty. His sensitivity training 
seemed to catch the crowd 
off guard, as there were 

many moments in which 
they all fell silent to hear 
about the skewed state of 
gender roles.

Iowa City comedian 
and playwright Megan 
Gogerty, the second act, 
took that sensitivity and 
stuffed it into a dou-
ble-barrel to use as bird-
shot. Gogerty strutted on 
stage, a fabulous show-
boat with endless cha-
risma. She turned her 
attention to feminism. 
With a dig at Andrew 
Dice Clay, she acknowl-
edged how scared men 
could be of non-conform-
ing gender roles and the 
feminist bogeywomen 
that too many men have 
complained about over 
the years. 

Finally came Esposito. 
Her material was summed 
up by one statement: 
“I think our differences 
make us better.” 

The comedian’s cele-

brations of uniqueness 
and nonconformity have 
made critics and fans hail 
Esposito as a figurehead 

of millennial acceptance. 
Tying progressive social 
politics into sharp jokes, 
Esposito undoubtedly at-

tracted new admirers in 
the Englert crowd.

The hot temperature al-
most felt appropriate.

Cameron Esposito poses for a photo after her standup comedy show at the Englert during on Wednesday. Mission Creek is 
dedicated to building the arts and culture community. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)
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OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

When there are billions 
of dollars left unclaimed on 
the financial aid table, you 
have a big problem. The 
financial struggle that col-
lege students go through is 
nothing new — college kids 
have been broke for years. 
It is ironic then that the 
money designed to help 
thousands of students 
isn’t used, not because it 
is not being available but 
because of bureaucratic 
processes and submitting 
FAFSA paperwork.

Nearly $225 million in 
Pell Grant money went un-
claimed in 2014 alone, as 
reported in the March 24 
edition of The Daily Iowan. 
This isn’t loan money to be 
repaid again in the future. 
Nor is this money in the 
form of a scholarship that 
is only awarded to select 
students. This is federal 
Pell Grant money, given 
to any undergraduate stu-
dent who applies. As long 
as you aren’t in prison or 
facing impending incarcer-
ation, you are eligible to re-
ceive the grant to cover the 
expenses of attending an 
undergraduate college.

More than 6,000 stu-
dents in Iowa qualified for 
Pell Grants last year but 
didn’t receive the money 
they were due because of 
one little thing: They didn’t 
submit a FAFSA. 

The FAFSA (Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student 
Aid) consists of a series of 
forms that are filled out to 
streamline the process of 
determining the amount 
of aid that are prospective 
students are eligible to 
receive. It sounds like an 
easy enough process, right? 

It’s not easy for every-
one. Thousands of stu-
dents didn’t fill one out 
and I refuse to believe that 
it was because they didn’t 
want to be given thou-
sands of dollars in grants 

to attend the college of 
their choice. It comes down 
to high-school students 
being educated on what 
exactly a FAFSA is and 
to further provide them 
with support to have the 
resources to fill one out. A 
FAFSA form will feel like 
a straightforward process 
to a student who has the 
guidance from a mother 
and father who both grad-
uated from college. 

If your parents happen 
to be separated, there’s 
even more scrambling 
to find the numbers nec-
essary to complete the 
forms. Some parents 
aren’t supportive or as 
available as others to help 
guide potential students 
to reach their dreams of 
college. I am aware that 
the purposes of the ex-
haustive hoops that are to 
be jumped through by the 
prospective student are in 
place for a reason. There 
needs to be some sort of 
valuation to determine 
how much Pell Grant 
money one deserves in ac-
cordance with their own 
financial needs in relation 
to their parent’s income. 

But my fear is those 
who deserve it most, the 
students with parents 
who don’t have college de-
grees or who don’t make 
much money to pay for 
their child’s education, 
are the exact ones who 
don’t even apply.

FAFSA has its particu-
lar process and does not 
try to purposely increase 
the associated “costs” to 
prevent students from 
applying and receiving 
the millions of financial 
aid left on the table. The 
problem can be solved by 
better educating college 
bound students in high 
school. It’s key to iden-
tify potential students 
who might have a tough-
er time working through 
the forms and to explain 
to them what it is for and 
what they’ll need to com-
plete it. All high schools 
embrace the idea that 
obtaining a college edu-
cation is important. Few 
schools pragmatically 
help students get one.
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I                                    t’ s been nearly a month since Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu addressed Congress about nu-
clear talks with Iran. On March 3, Netanyahu made 

the world of U.S. politics stand still with his address.
Netanyahu’s speech to Congress illustrated one of 

the biggest divides between major political parties 
in the United States outside of an election season in 
recent memory. With dozens of Democratic members 
of Congress electing to skip the speech, the stance of 
the party was clear.

The thought that an Iran nuclear deal would not have 
been reached by today, however, was not present in the 
minds of global leaders who set a March 31 deadline for 
a deal to be reached. Yet as the seventh day of conver-
sations in Lausanne, Switzerland, wore on and global 
diplomacy hung in the balance, a deal had still not been 
reached Wednesday when talks concluded for the day.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes that 
any deal that may (or may not) be reached must 
prevent Iran, without doubt, from creating a nucle-
ar weapon. However, as long as critical points are 
maintained, it may be time for the United States 
and other global powers to make reasonable com-
promises so that a deal, any deal, can be reached. 

According to a video posted by USA Today, there are 
several major points that have been a source of delay in 
reaching a deal. For example, while Iran would like to 
increase the number of centrifuges it has from 19,000 
to 200,000 the United States would like to see the op-
posite — a decrease in centrifuges to 6,500. 

Furthermore, the video adds, world powers want 
Iran to ship its uranium stores to Russia or have them 
converted to a form that cannot be used to create the 

bomb — a caveat that has also been a sticking point.
The biggest sticking point of all, however, is over the 

gradual or quick removal of sanctions. According to the 
New York Times, the Obama administration favors a 
phased removal of sanctions over Iran under a set of 
specific conditions. Meanwhile, Iran’s negotiators have 
demanded the upfront removal of such sanctions.

The Obama administration and other global polit-
ical powers are correct to demand sanctions be lifted 
only upon proof of “good behavior.” Moreover, it is en-
tirely reasonable for global powers to ask Iran to con-
vert its uranium stores, despite what Iran refers to as 
its “nuclear rights,” according to Reuters.

On points such as these, the removal of which would 
almost certainly allow Iran a path to nuclear weap-
ons, the United States cannot give in to the demands 
of the Iranian negotiators.

However, despite the harsh rhetoric of Netanyahu a 
month ago, going forward without a deal may not be bet-
ter than going forward with the current deal.

The battle over Iran’s nuclear power has turned 
Democrats and Republicans sharply against one an-
other. While Democrats’ attempts to prevent harsh 
economic sanctions are appearing too weak, Republi-
cans’ refusal for compromise may prove detrimental to 
success of any deal. Though the president is ultimately 
the decision maker on diplomacy, several Republicans 
have insinuated that any deal that is made could be 
in jeopardy depending on who is elected in the future.  

While any deal that allows Iran a path to the bomb, 
even on a remote chance, is unforgivable, the United 
States shouldn’t rule out areas of acceptable compromise. 
Where those areas are will be more difficult to find.
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The great Pell 
Grant debacle
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COLUMN

Sen. Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., the minority lead-
er, will not seek re-elec-
tion next year.

Reid has been a senator 
for three decades. Before 
assuming the minority 
-leader position, he served 
as the majority leader, mi-
nority whip, and majority 
whip. And before that, 
he served in the House 
of Representatives from 
1983-87. This guy has 
been around a long time. 
He’s your standard expe-
rienced incumbent, and 
his decision to leave Con-
gress is indicative of larg-
er generational shifts in 
the U.S. government.

Reid’s generation is 

aging out of office, slow-
ly but surely. They won’t 
leave without a fight, 
though. Don’t let their ag-
es fool you. Reid made it 
very clear the remainder 
of his term in office will be 
spent kicking and thrash-
ing away at Republican 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell.

Reid announced he 
wouldn’t run for re-elec-
tion via Twitter video. 
Let’s take a second to 
just absorb that. Even 
the eldest of Congress 
wields mighty PR teams 
fully utilizing what the 
kids are using nowadays. 
Which kids are following 
Reid’s career is hard to 
say, but the use of such 
technology for such an 
important announce-
ment is another example 
of how Twitter battles 
internally between com-
mentary and news. 

But who will become 
our elderly, predominate-
ly white male Congress if 

not senators like Reid?
The spry and young of 

Congress are emerging 
as likely frontrunners for 
a Republican presidency. 
Compared with Romney, 
and especially McCain, 
possible candidates such 
as Sen. Ted Cruz, former 
Gov. Jeb Bush, and Sen. 
Rand Paul seem like 
youthful spirits.

The Democratic Par-
ty has a track record of 
young presidential can-
didates. John F. Kennedy 
and Barack Obama were 
both exceptionally young 
when elected (43 and 47, 
respectively.)

Out with the old, in 
with the new. Many will 
miss Reid. He has been 
a vocal critic of the Koch 
brothers, whose econom-
ic influence pulls the 
many strings of the U.S. 
political system. 

But Reid hasn’t been 
without his critics. His 
terminology when talking 
about the Koch Brothers, 

calling them out and often 
“un-American” in 22 floor 
speeches has drawn fire 
from the right. Un-Amer-
ican is a term often as-
sociated with McCarthy-
ism, and the thought of 
new age McCarthyism in 
any form is to be feared. 
Perhaps there should be 
a clerk with his finger on 
“American” in the dictio-
nary. We can’t let miscom-
munication slow down 
our Congress.

 Reid and his fellow 
elderly congressmen are 
facing the end of their 
careers. It happens every 
election cycle; Reid is just 
ahead of the game. His 
Twitter video was impas-
sioned, and he has a gen-
uine passion for what he 
thinks is “American.” He’s 
willing to fight for it, even 
if for just a bit longer. His 
replacement has sizable 
shoes to fill, but perhaps 
a change in leadership is 
what the minority Demo-
crats need.

Retirement may signal age shift

Nuclear deal with Iran needed

While the Second 
Amendment right to bear 
arms is just as important 
as any of the other nine 
invaluable amendments 
in the Bill of Rights, it is 
important to note that 
George Washington wasn’t 
sporting a mini-Uzi, and 
Thomas Jefferson never 
shot an assault rifle. 

Guns today are more 
powerful, accurate, and 
deadly than they have ever 
been, and for this reason, 
Iowa lawmakers should 
seriously consider the 
consequences before pass-
ing legislation that would 
undermine the process of 
background checks on Io-
wa gun owners. 

Two bills in the Iowa 
Legislature, one that has 
passed the House (Iowa 
House File 527) and one 
that is floating through the 

Senate (Senate File 425), 
would, among other chang-
es, eliminate the process of 
background checks when 
firearm sales occur on a 
private level. 

Under current law, Io-
wans who want to own  
handguns must possess 
annual permits allowing 
them to do so. With this 
permit comes a back-
ground check, and, because 
the permit needs to be re-
newed annually, the back-
ground check also needs to 
be implemented annually. 
However, this new legis-
lation, currently in a Sen-
ate judicial subcommittee, 
“eliminates this type of 
mandatory permit and 
provides instead for an op-
tional [state] permit to ac-
quire firearms in order to 
satisfy the requirements of 
federal law …”

Essentially, what SF425 
does is eliminate the re-
quired annual background 
check and transfer that 
responsibility of running 
a check to the seller of 
the weapon. The idea is 
that those who purchase 
firearms from vendors get 
checked more frequently 

as opposed to just once an-
nually. This premise works 
out fine when established 
businesses such as gun 
stores or outdoors stores 
sell to buyers because 
these institutions have suf-
ficient means of conducting 
background checks. How-
ever, the legislation com-
pletely breaks down on an 
individual level.

With your Average Joes 
unable, or, the more likely 
of the two, unwilling to con-
duct a background check 
every time they sell one of 
their weapons, the chance 
for criminals, children, and 
the psychologically insta-
ble to gain access to these 
deadly weapons certainly 
increases. 

Making the access to 
firearms easier than it al-
ready is could have a slew 
of negative effects from 
increased murder rates 
to a rise in crime, and we 
see these statistics mani-
fest themselves in states 
that are considered to have 
“weak” gun laws.

According to the Vi-
olence Policy Center, a 
nonprofit that conducted 
research on the correlation 

of gun laws and the num-
ber of gun-related deaths 
in America, “… states with 
weak gun-violence-preven-
tion laws and higher rates 
of gun ownership have the 
highest overall gun-death 
rates in the nation.” Con-
versely, “… states with the 
lowest overall gun-death 
rates have lower rates of 
gun ownership and some 
of the strongest gun vio-
lence prevention laws in 
the nation.” Iowa ranks in 
the bottom 10 states when 
it comes to firearm-death 
rates, according to Violence 
Policy Center and also falls 
just below the national av-
erage for such a statistic.

In order to keep Iowa’s 
presence towards the bot-
tom of this list, our law-
makers should steer clear 
of any bills making it easier 
for those who are not qual-
ified to carry weapons to 
do so. Additionally, SF 425 
would probably gain more 
bipartisan support if the 
bill itself were condensed 
to a change or two instead 
of completely restructuring 
current law. How’s the say-
ing go? You have to walk 
before you can run. 

Jacob Prall
prall.jacob@gmail.com

Guns don’t kill people, laws do 
COLUMN

Chris Clegg
chris-clegg@uiowa.edu

Keith Evanson
keithevanson12@gmail.com



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015 NEWS 5A

CAMPAIGNS 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

DEBATE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I know what it means 
to be from Iowa — what 
we value and what’s 
important. Those are 

the values that helped 
make Iowa the bread-
basket of the world and 
those are the values, 
the best of all of us that 
we must recapture to 
secure the promise of 
the future,” former Rep. 
Michele Bachmann, 

R-Minn., said in front of 
the Snowden House in 
Waterloo when she an-
nounced her campaign 
for the Republican nom-
ination in June 2011.

Beyond reaching the 
large media contingent 
present at the event, a 

New Hampshire politi-
cal expert said the venue 
can also “clue in” influen-
tial activists on what to 
expect.

“Nobody wants to be 
involved in a campaign 
where their candidate 
will be in another state,” 

said Andrew Smith, an 
associate professor of 
practice in political sci-
ence at the University of 
New Hampshire.

In recent years, the 
Granite State has been 
among the leading spots 
for presidential candi-

dates. But should any 
would-be candidates de-
cide to announce in Iowa, 
Hoffman said, Iowans 
would expect more.

“Showing up in Iowa 
once isn’t going to curry 
favor with caucus goers,” 
she said.

The UI stands to lose 
millions of dollars under 
the model. Both candi-
dates said it has flaws. 

“The funding model 
does hurt the Universi-
ty of Iowa,” said Morgan 
Brittain, the REAL Par-
ty VP candidate. ”I do 
think there are things 
that should have been 
taken into consider-
ation when passing this 
funding model. Unfortu-
nately, as far as student 
government’s work on 
this, I think maybe peo-
ple were just unaware 
of what was happening 
when it was going on.”

Another dynamic 
question formed around 
what each party foresaw 
as its greatest challenge 
if elected. Both parties 
focused on current UI 
President Sally Mason’s 
retirement and the tran-
sition between the inter-
im and new president.

“With the new pres-
ident and the interim 
president, it’s import-
ant that we set a prece-
dent right away to work 
with them,” said Kolton 
Dahms, the BEACH 
Party VP candidate. 
“Not just invite them to 
things but set the prec-
edent that we will meet 

with them monthly or 
weekly and establish a 
rapport.”

After the debate, 
BEACH Party members 
were pleased with the 
composure of each party 
compared with the pre-
vious debate. 

“I think both candi-
dates were really pro-
fessional, and they both 
hit on really important 
topics,” BEACH member 
Mackenzie Borders said. 

REAL Party members 
said they were confident 
in the strength shown in 
their platform.

“I think Morgan did a 
really great job bring-
ing up all of our amaz-
ing platform ideas that 
we have,” REAL Party 
member Lauren Free-
man said. “I think this 
debate was really infor-
mative for students.”

When it came down to 
the end, the VP candi-
dates were very pleased 
with their performances.

“I really enjoyed hav-
ing all my team mem-
bers there,” Dahms 
said. “At the end of the 
day, BEACH Party is a 
team, and anything that 
we can do together will 
make for a better insti-
tution and for a better 
campus.”

Despite the lack of fire 
in this debate, the can-
didates were able to es-
tablish their stances in 

detail with more positiv-
ity, Dahms and Brittain 
said.

“I feel like both Kolton 
and I were able to talk 
about our ideas in a 

very positive way,” Brit-
tain said. “Ultimately, I 
think the strongest dif-
ference between REAL 
Party and BEACH Par-
ty is that Liz and I are 

able to demonstrate our 
experience, not only in 
student government but 
in other student organi-
zations.”

UISG will hold elec-

tions for the combined 
president and vice pres-
ident tickets as well as 
for senators April 8 and 
9. Students can vote on 
ISIS.

Members of the REAL and BEACH Parties applaud as the vice-presidential debate concludes in the Main Library Shambaugh Auditorium on Wednesday. REAL Party candidate Morgan 
Brittain and BEACH Party candidate Kolton Dahms discussed their platforms. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)



• Jill Dolan Lecture, 5 p.m., 304 EPB
• UI Center for the Book Mitchell Lecturer, Julia 
Miller, 5 p.m., E105 Adler
• Darrell Wanzer-Serrano Lecture, 5:30 p.m., Lati-
no-Native American Cultural Center
• Emily Roane, percussion, 6 p.m., 150 Music West
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Kerry Howley, nonfiction, 
& Arna Bontemps Hemenway, fiction, 6 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• UI Explorers Seminar, Eric Scott, 7 p.m., Natural 
HistoryMuseum Biosphere Discovery Hub
• Ida Beam Visiting Professor Reading, Lorrie Moore, 
fiction, 8 p.m., Van Allen Lecture Room 2 

• Real Estate, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington
• The Imitation Game, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• M.F.A. Thesis Concert, Alex Bush & Paula Lamamié de 
Clairac, 8 p.m., North Hall Space/Place
• Unbroken, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Look the part, and go after what you want. 
Show confidence in all that you do, and you will impress the people who 
can help you get ahead. Don’t give up; just make the adjustments neces-
sary to advance.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Let your experience lead the way. Recall sim-
ilar situations, and apply what you know in order to avoid past mistakes.
Self-improvement projects will boost your confidence and attract posi-
tive attention. Romance will help a relationship that means a lot to you.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Jump into the spotlight. Helping others will 
give you the chance to show off your skills and meet people who can 
improve your life. Don’t let any manipulative tactics deter you from doing 
what you want to do.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t rush in to anything that could jeop-
ardize your position or reputation. If you make assumptions, you will be 
disappointed.Concentrate on helping others or making your home more 
inviting and comfortable. Your surroundings should ease your stress, not 
add to it.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Make your move, and you will outmaneuver 
someone who is trying to make you look bad. Don’t get angry, take ac-
tion. It’s what you accomplish that will put you in a good position. Travel 
and communication will lead to success.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Do what you do best, and don’t worry about 
what everyone else is doing. Follow your heart when it comes to personal 
improvements as well as your relationship with someone special. Trust 
your intuition, and let your emotions lead the way.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Keep the peace, and make a point to compro-
mise with others. It’s in your best interest to keep spending down and to 
listen to sound advice regarding financial, legal, or medical matters. Bide 
your time, and take mental notes.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Take a chance, and do something totally out 
of the ordinary. Let your creative imagination and unique approach to life 
lead the way. A job offer might not be presented honestly. Get what you 
want in writing.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You can accomplish plenty if you don’t 
let your emotions come between you and your common sense. Concen-
trate on what you can do to improve your home, lifestyle, and standard of 
living. There is money to be made if you invest wisely.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.19): Don’t let the changes going on around 
you upset your plans. You’ll be disappointed if you let someone else take 
care of your responsibilities. Finish your chores, and concentrate on your-
self and the ones you love.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.18): You are overdue for a change. Consider 
your talents, and do what you can to turn something you enjoy doing 
into a lucrative venture. A chance to form a partnership with someone 
equally as talented as you will pay off.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20): Pick up the slack. If someone thinks you are 
being lazy, you will be criticized. Problems will surface if you depend on 
someone to do things for you. A realistic and honest appraisal of your 
situation will be necessary.

8 a.m.-9 a.m. Morning Drive
9 a.m.-10 a.m. Ian and Abby Show
10 a.m.-Noon Win with Uwin
Noon-1 p.m. MLB Fantasy
2 p.m.-4 p.m. The Lit Show
4 p.m.-5 p.m. Staff Infection
5 p.m.-6 p.m. KRUI News
7 p.m.-8 p.m. Healthbeat
8 p.m.-10 p.m. The Cathartic Arc

Moments from 
a Totally Stable 

Marriage:

Me: (implies a song would 
be good if covered her favor-
ite bands)
Her: TOOL would never 
play that.
Me: T-O-O-L? No, of course 
not. But T-U-L-L-E? Defi-
nitely.
Her: There’s no band called 
Tulle.
Me: You’ve just never heard 
of it; very fringe. 
Her: How LONG is this 
SONG?!
Me: … two minutes, 42 
seconds.
Her: UGH. It feels like it’s 
been HOURS.
Me: Well, that bodes well 
for me later tonight …
 
Her: Would you put [cat] to 
sleep?
Me: If she got sick …
Her: Oh, sure, “Let’s kill 
the cat because she’s annoy-
ing. It doesn’t matter that 
there’s nothing actually 
wrong with her.”
Me: Um, that is not what I 
said.
Her: Whatever. I know what 
I heard.
Me: (asks out of nowhere) 
Think Bran will ever be 
able to warg a dragon?
Her: (immediately) Yeah, 
but only if he’s working 
with Khaleesi.
Me: (fills with utter happi-
ness)

Andrew R. Juhl does, despite all evi-
dence to the contrary, love his wife.

Next time I get blown up, the terrorists should do a better job.
— Rebekah Gregory, a victim of the Boston Marathon bombing who lost her left leg under her knee after 17 surgeries. She recently competed 

partially in a Italian marathon and crossed the finish line, running with a prosthetic device.



“You can’t ever think 
that he’s not going to 
throw it deep,” safety Jor-
dan Lomax said. “He will 
give his receivers a chance 
to make a play on the ball 
… sometimes, you might 
think he’s not going to 
throw it deep. With C.J., 
he will throw it deep.”

But what Beathard said 
he wants more of isn’t 
through the air — it’s on 
the ground. He wants the 

opportunity to run the 
ball and make plays with 
his legs. That may not be 
a bad idea, either. The 6-2, 
209-pounder isn’t going to 
burn defenders with his 
speed, but he did rush 28 
times for 156 yards last 
year — more than 5 yards 
per carry — and can be 
dangerous if put in the 
right situation.

“I feel like I can do things 
with my feet that will help 
us,” Beathard said. “When 
I get the green light and I 
see the opening, I’m going 
to take that chance.”

Whether Beathard’s big 

arm or his speed bring Io-
wa a successful season re-
mains to be seen, but with 
a week past in the spring 
and a noticeably confident 
Beathard as the guy, Io-
wa’s hoping for big things.

“I knew something 
would happen, hopefully, 
eventually,” Beathard said. 
“I knew my time was com-
ing … Hopefully, from here 
on out, we can win Big Ten 
championships and stuff.”

Follow @dannyapayne 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa football team.
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Norlander, Canada eye Olympic Games
By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

Iowa field-hockey play-
er Stephanie Norlander 
not only competes for the 
Hawkeyes, she competes 
for her country. 

Norlander, a native of 
North Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada is a 
member of the Canadian 
National team and could 
potentially be apart of a 
historic moment — the 
2016 Summer Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro.

The junior-to-be com-
peted in a series of two 
rounds, which were held 
by the Hockey World 
League. Round one was 
held in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, on Sept. 11-14, 
and round two concluded 
on March 14-22 in Dub-
lin. Her team finished 
in the top two, which 
snagged it a spot to com-
pete in World League 
round three. That tour-
nament is scheduled to 
be held in June in Spain, 
and the top three teams 
will qualify for the Olym-
pic Games. 

“This is nothing I’ve 
ever experienced in field 
hockey,” Norlander said. 
“Having the opportunity 
to play in a tournament 
that will qualify me for 
the Olympics is unreal, 
and I’m super excited to 
go and hopefully qualify.”

The competition level 
and speed on the interna-
tional stage is much dif-
ferent from the NCAA. For 
Norlander, international 
games are intense and chal-
lenging. The forward/mid-
fielder said there’s no room 
for error while playing at 
that level of competition.

Natalie Cafone, a Hawk-
eye teammate and best 
friend of Norlander, finds no 
surprise in her teammate’s 
success and her potentially 
competing in the Olympics. 

“I think it’s really awe-
some that she’s doing what 
she’s doing,” she said. “Even 
though she’s not here train-
ing with us we know she’s 
developing into a really big 
player, and she’s doing real-
ly well. It’s really inspiring 
watching her.” 

It isn’t always easy 
being away from the 

Hawkeyes. Norland-
er keeps her team and 
coaches updated on her 
progress and standings. 
Her head coach and 
teammates live-stream 
her tournaments as well. 

Another difficult task 
for the forward/mid-
fielder is balancing her 
schoolwork and traveling. 
Being a student-athlete 
who travels consistently 
isn’t always the easiest.

“It’s definitely a chal-
lenge,” she said. “I’ve been 
fortunate enough that I 
got special permission to 
take online courses; usu-
ally athletes can’t take 
more than one online 
course. Traveling can also 
be a bit far sometimes.”

Another challenge that 
Norlander may face is the 
fierce competition that will be 
at World League round three. 

However, Iowa head 
coach Lisa Cellucci is 
confident that her ath-
lete will rise to occasion. 
In fact, Norlander will be 
one of the youngest ath-
letes playing on the field.

“Their team has contin-
ued to progress,” Cellucci 

said. “I think she’ll be 
outstanding.  From what 
I’ve seen so far on the 
games, I think she will be 
great. She has a lot of en-
durance and outstanding 
speed, and that’s some-
thing that will help her 
compete on that level.”

With this, Cellucci be-
lieves having an athlete 
such as Norlander who 
can compete interna-
tionally is a big asset to 
the Hawkeyes. Her team 
leadership and the inten-
sity in her game is cer-
tainly necessary.

“Her experience is in-
valuable to our team,” 
Cellucci said. “Just to 
have her play helps us 
tremendously. To have 
her influence on the 
team just really raises 
everyone else’s level on 
the team.” 

Iowa forward Stephanie Norlander passes the ball against Missouri State at Grant Field on Sep. 28, 2014. The Hawkeyes 
defeated the Bears, 7-0. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

BEATHARD
CONTINUED FROM 8A

A new home
Head coach Kirk Fer-

entz shuffled some of 
his staff in February, 
and among the coaches 
who changed places was 

Woods. Now the tight-
end coach, Woods served 
the last three years as 
the linebacker coach.

Woods played tight 
end on Iowa’s scout team 
in 1997, and outside of 
that, he said his famil-
iarity with the position 
isn’t too extensive.

“I would be lying if I 

said I wasn’t shocked,” 
he said. “Offensively, it’s 
totally different to me.  
It’s totally foreign to me. 
So in that sense, it’s like 
a completely different 
school, program, opera-
tion, everything. So I’m 
always on edge, always 
kind of sprinting around 
this place not quite sure 

where I’m supposed to 
be at the right time. But 
that can be good, and 
that will help me move 
forward and progress 
quicker.”

Luckily for Woods, he 
has three players with 
experience at the po-
sition. Jake Duzey has 
been a mainstay for the 
last two years, and Hen-
ry Krieger Coble and 
George Kittle have seen 
some time in their Iowa 
careers as well.

As one could imag-
ine, Woods said position 
meetings have been a 
learning experience so 
far and have been collab-
orative. He said he urges 
his group to correct him 
if he’s wrong or not going 
in the right direction.

“I don’t think I lack con-
fidence in what I’m doing, 
and the guys have been 
great, because I don’t 
think they see that, either 
— I hope they don’t see 
that,” Woods said. “But for 
me, it’s just a matter of 
understanding, what are 
we trying to do. What’s the 
play, for one; what’s my 
role in the play? And then 
I think just from playing 
on the other side of the 

ball and knowing how to 
attack defensively, attack-
ing the offensive position, 
I think that helps me.”

Finding the right  
combinations

As noted above, Woods 
has options with the 
tight-end combinations 
he can use. Duzey was 
third on the team in re-
ceptions 36 for 392 yards 
and 3 touchdowns. Krieg-
er Coble is used primari-
ly as a blocker, and Kittle 
is perhaps the best ath-
lete of the three.

The biggest challenge 
for the Hawkeyes is find-
ing ways to put them in 
the best positions to suc-
ceed and use their skills 
advantageously. Iowa typ-

ically runs two-tight end 
sets, and luckily has play-
ers with significant service 
time at the position to use.

“It’s just a matter of 
when their number is 
called, and we throw them 
the ball, execute and then 
catching the ball and mak-
ing the play,” Woods said. 

NOTEBOOK
CONTINUED FROM 8A

to third, and moments later, 
a play at first base allowed 
her to come home.

The Hawkeyes got out 
of the inning without 
further scoring, but the 
damage was done.

“You give up 1 walk, 1 
run, a hit in the first in-
ning, you think you can 
come back from it,” Loop-
er said. “We didn’t do a 
very good job offensive-
ly at all; we were pretty 
anemic — it’s not what 
we’re used to seeing, 
and we have to be better, 
plain and simple.”

Iowa had runners in 
scoring position in both 
the third and fourth in-

nings but was not able to 
get them home. Catcher 
Holly Hoffman popped 
up to end the third, and 
infielder Alyssa Navar-
ro and designated hitter 
Cheyenne Pratt ground-
ed out to end the fourth.

In a mini seventh-inning 
rally, Pratt and infield-
er Claire Fritsch reached 
base, but center fielder 
Sammi Gyerman ground-
ed out to end the game.

“We had some hitters 
in the box that were 
trying not to fail, that’s 
what it looked like, but, 
unfortunately, that’s 
what they ended up do-
ing,” Looper said. “We 
were looking for someone 
to come up there and just 
attack, and we didn’t re-
ally see that today.”

The Hawkeyes finished 

with 6 hits, but they were 
spread out and didn’t oc-
cur at timely instances.

Drake was the first 
game of a stretch in which 
Iowa plays five in five 
days. Western Illinois will 
come to Pearl Field to-
night, followed by a three-
game series with Illinois 
that ends on April 5.

“We have Western to-
morrow, and they’re going 
to want to come in to our 
house and put it to us,” 
Looper said. “We’ve got to 
attack the game from the 
first pitch to the last pitch, 
and if we do what we did 
today, that’s not attacking 
the game, and we have to 
do that tomorrow.”

Follow @JordyHansen for 
news, updates and analysis 
about the Iowa softball team.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Iowa tight end George Kittle runs a pass route during practice in the Hawkeyes’ Indoor Complex on Wednesday. (The 
Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Iowa’s Stephanie Norlander could potentially compete in the 2016 Olympics in Rio for the Canadian National team.



By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Iowa linebacker coach Jim Reid and 
tight-end coach LeVar Woods met with 
the media before the Hawkeyes contin-
ued their spring practice Wednesday. 
Iowa is set to return five lettermen at 
linebacker and three at tight end. 

Position shifting
Reid said one of the biggest things 

Iowa’s linebackers are focused on 
during spring is being able to play dif-
ferent positions. Bo Bower has moved 
from outside linebacker to No. 1 at 
the weakside position. Josey Jewell 
moved from the outside and is listed 
as Iowa’s starting middle linebacker.

This versatility is important because 
it allows Reid and defensive coordi-
nator Phil Parker to shift easily into 
different packages and sets. Being able 
to make calls from every position is im-
portant too, especially with the loss of 
leadership from Quinton Alston.

“What we are trying to do now is 
have all the positions be fluid, so we 
can go from inside to outside. There’s 
a lot of shifting that goes on,” Reid 
said. “So we are just trying to slide 
the backers to wherever the strength 
of the foundation might be.” 

In addition to guys such as Jew-
ell and Bower, Iowa will also rotate 
in Cole Fisher and Travis Perry, who 
have a combined six letters. That’s not 
mentioning Ben Niemann, who spent 
time playing middle linebacker last 
year in his freshman campaign.

“[Niemann] just has instincts to the 
ball, and he’s got a great opportunity to 
get up there and show a little bit of what 
he can do right from the get go, because 

now we’ve moved all the way inside so 
that these first five, six practices that 
will be constant, and it’s working out, I 
think, really well,” Reid said.

Building on last year
It’s no secret Iowa’s linebackers 

have experience, and Reid said, the 
next step in their development is 
both physical and mental. Some have 
shown ability to make big plays and 
flashes of what they could be.

Reid gave the example of Jewell, 
who led Iowa with 14 tackles in the 
loss to Tennessee in the TaxSlayer 
Bowl. He likes the speed he plays with 
and the nose for the ball, which will — 
in Reid’s eyes — eventually lead to the 

goal — tackles for loss.
“[Two years ago, James Morris and 

Anthony Hitches] had 30.5 tackles for 
losses,” Reid said. “And that wasn’t be-
cause Coach Parker was calling a lot 
of blitzes or pressures. It was because 
of really good reads, and fast move-
ment, and experience. 

“Last year, we had a total of I think 
it was 18 sets, minus 12, of minus 
yards played for our defense against 
an opponent’s offense … We have a 
nice consistency of real heady players 
who are very aggressive up the field 
and are athletic enough to bring us 
back, hopefully anyway, to that num-
ber that we had in 2013.”

Iowa linebackers seek fluidity

Iowa linebacker coach Jim Reid talks to players during practice in the Hawkeye Indoor Complex on Wednesday. (The 
Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Softball 
drops a 
tight one
Despite outhitting the 
Bulldogs, the Hawkeyes 
ended up on the wrong side of 
a pitchers’ dual Wednesday.
By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu 

Other than a bit of a messy start, 
Hawkeye pitcher Shayla Starkenburg 
threw one of her best games of the 
season on Wednesday in Des Moines.

But it was not enough 
as the Iowa softball 
team (11-27) fell, 1-0, to 
Drake (17-12) in a mid-
week game. 

Starkenburg went the 
distance, allowing just 1 
hit and walking only three.

However, one of those 
walks and Drake’s only 
hit came in the bottom 
of the first inning and ended up scor-
ing the game’s only run.

“We talk to our pitchers all the 
time about getting that first out of 
the game,” Looper said. “That lead-off 
walk can score and, well, it did. Unfor-
tunate for us and fortunate for them.”

Drake’s leadoff hitter, the aptly named 
Kelsey Walker, got the walk and ad-
vanced to second base on a single from 
the next batter. A groundout moved her 
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Confident Beathard 
takes the reins

Iowa linebacker coach Jim Reid and tight-end coach LeVar Woods spoke to the media Wednesday.

Looper
head coach

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uioa.edu

Since last season, Iowa’s quarterback 
situation has been well-document-
ed. There was the controversy over 
whether Jake Rudock or C.J. Beathard 
should start, followed by the transfer 
rumors, but now things are clear.

Rudock intends to use his final year of 
eligibility at Michigan, and Beathard is Io-
wa’s undisputed No. 1 quarterback — and 
the junior-to-be spoke like it Wednesday.

“Obviously, Jake’s decided to trans-
fer, I wish the best for him,” Beathard 
said. “… It’s become my team, so I’m 
taking that leadership role. In some 
ways it’s easier to lead when you’re 

not trying to split reps and do all that 
stuff. So I like it.”

For Beathard and the rest of Iowa’s 
offense, having a definitive starter is 
going to create a cohesive unit. Last 
year, there was always the lingering 
thought that there could be a quar-
terback change during a game, and 
receivers had to prepare for different 
timing from two signal-callers

And of course, it dominated the talk 
around Iowa City for a good chunk of last 
year. Was it a distraction for the Hawkeyes? 
Maybe that’s too strong of a word, but they 
definitely could have done without it.

“It kind of bugged us — the fact that 
everyone was asking about it,” wide 
receiver Tevaun Smith said. “But we 

kind of already knew. Just the fact 
that everybody was asking was, I 
guess, annoying for us.”

Now that Smith and the receivers 
have their guy, the next question in 
Hawkeye fans’ minds has to do with po-
tential changes in the way Greg Davis’ 
offense is run. Smith said he would love 
the chance to catch more deep balls, but 
that’s ultimately up to the coaches.

As those who watched the two quar-
terbacks last year know, Beathard is 
more likely to throw the ball downfield 
for his receivers to make a play. So there 
could be more throws traveling over 30, 
40, or even 50 yards.

C.J. Beathard is Iowa’s No. 1 quarterback and Jake Rudock is headed to Michigan.

SEE NOTEBOOK, 7A SEE SOFTBALL, 7A

SEE BEATHARD, 7A

Iowa quarterback C.J. Beathard prepares to pass during practice in the Hawkeye Indoor Complex on Wednesday. Iowa will practice in West Des Moines on April 11. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

Iowa baseball gave up a 7-run fifth 
inning, and Western Illinois add-
ed 9 insurance runs to topple the 
Hawkeyes, 16-5, on Wednesday in 
Macomb, Illinois.

The big fifth inning for Western Il-
linois started with Leatherneck soph-
omore Adam McGinnis 
getting hit by a pitch. 
He scored on a double 
from Colton Pogue, 
which ended Hawkeye 
Connor Grant’s day on 
the mound. 

Pogue advanced to 
third on a wild pitch from 
redshirt sophomore Josh 
Martsching, who then 
walked the bases loaded. 

Leatherneck freshman Jake Moore 
then hit a single to score 2 runs. The 
Leathernecks scored 4 more runs on 
a with the help of Iowa errors and 
bad pitching.

Iowa went down in order in its half 
of the sixth, then saw another West-
ern Illinois onslaught of runs. The bot-
tom of the sixth started with a double 
from senior Brent Turner. Another hit 
and another walk loaded the bases for 
Western Illinois with two outs. 

McGinnis continued on his big day 
with a 3-run home run to extend the 
Leathernecks’ lead to 12-5. 

Iowa and Western Illinois both 
went down in order in the seventh, 
but Western Illinois added insurance 
runs in the bottom of the eighth to 
put down any chance of an Iowa rally. 

Pogue hit a grand slam in the bot-
tom of the eighth to run-rule the 
Hawkeyes and end the game. 

Iowa, now 18-7, has a three-game 
series at Purdue this weekend. Pur-
due, 10-18, is coming off a 9-1 win 
over Indiana/Purdue-Fort Wayne.

Follow @IanFromIowa on Twitter 
for news, updates, and analysis about 
the Iowa baseball team.

WESTERN ILLINOIS 16, IOWA 5

W. Illinois 
blasts 
Hawkeyes
The Hawkeyes dropped a 
midweek decision to the 
Leathernecks.

Grant
pitcher
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By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

Iowa City is no stranger to literature, and neither is 
the Mission Creek Festival. Names from all across the 
industry and country will be featured at the festival, 
including well-known nonfiction writer Eula Biss and 
essayist Kerry Howley.

While Mission Creek is arguably best known for its music, 
over the years, it has used Iowa City’s status as a UNESCO 
City of Literature to attract readers, including alumni of the 
various UI writing programs.

One noted writer returning to town this year is Howley, 
who has an M.F.A. from the UI with a focus on creative 
nonfiction. Howley is known for her most recent work, 
Thrown, which chronicles three years spent in the company 
of mixed-martial artists, narrated from the perspective of 
an excitable, semi-fictionalized graduate student. The work 
was named a New York Times Notable Book of 2014.

Howley will appear at Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 
St., at 6 p.m. today, with the doors opening at 5 p.m. The 
reading will also feature Writers’ Workshop graduate Arna 
Bontemps Hemenway.

Howley said that she found her inspiration for her latest 
work in a local gym and a love for mixed-martial arts fighting.

“I had seen mixed-martial arts on television, and I was 
interested in my complex emotional reaction to it,” she said. 

“A little research revealed the existence of a historically 
important gym in Davenport, just an hour away from Iowa 
City. It seemed like a natural subject to start exploring.”

Howley said this in-depth research, while enlightening, 
was not her favorite part of the creative process.

“Much of my writing involves deep reporting, which has 
afforded me all of these bizarre stimulating experiences I 
would not otherwise have had,” she said. “But the report-
ing does feel like work. Writing, when it’s going well, feels 
more like play. I love structuring a long piece of writing, 
finding its shape.”

Biss, another notable alumna of the UI’s creative Nonfic-
tion Writing Program, will read at Prairie Lights at noon 
Saturday. Biss is the author of three books, Notes from No 
Man’s Land: American Essays, The Balloonists, and her 
most recent work, On Immunity: An Inoculation.

Instructor and M.F.A. candidate Beatrice Smigasiewicz, 
who became familiar with Biss when she read Biss’ first 
work, The Balloonists, said that the search for content is 
what sets the writer apart from her peers.

“As a nonfiction writer, I think what makes her stand out 
to me from other nonfiction writers is the degree to which 
she lets the information, the research, [and] the search al-
ter the shape of her writing,” Smigasiewicz said. “It’s rare 
now, I think, to find a nonfiction writer who relies on the 
search rather than personal narrative to lead the essay. 
She’s great at it.”

On Immunity: An Inoculation, discusses the metaphors 
and myths surrounding the conception of immunity and 
its implications for the individual. As she hears more fears 
about vaccines, she researches what they mean for her own 
child, her community, America, and the world, historically 
and in the present moment.

Lynne Nugent, the managing editor of the Iowa Review, 
said creative nonfiction has begun to garner more readers’ 
respect in recent decades — especially in the hands of such 
writers as Biss and Howley.

“[When] the Iowa Review got started in 1970 … nonfiction 
writing wasn’t really considered to be on the same level as 
the two genres [fiction and poetry],” Nugent said. “At this 
point, nonfiction has taken its place as a genre that is equal 
in importance and complexity to poetry and fiction … Just 
looking at this literary landscape, people are writing non-
fiction that is as interesting and captivating as fiction and 
poetry writers are.” 

Apart from representing her genre during Mission Creek, 
Howley said, she is simply glad to be back in Iowa City. At 
her reading tonight, she said her audiences should expect “a 
reader who is happy to be home.”

ON A MISSION
The 10th-annual Mission Creek Festival sweeps central Iowa City with music, literature, film, art, and more.

Mission Creek Lit Events

Books by Luis Alberto Urrea, a 2005 Pulitzer Prize finalist for nonfiction and member of the Latino Literature Hall of Fame, await purchase at the Steven Vail Gallery on Wednesday. Urrea visited Iowa City as part of the Iowa City Book Festival. 
(The Daily Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)
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Today 4.2

Friday 4.3

Saturday 4.4

Sunday 4.5

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

What We Do in the Shadows
Amid a busy weekend of Mission 
Creek screenings, FilmScene will 
present this acclaimed comedy, 
which uses a “mockumentary” 
format to tell the story of four 
vampire friends going about 
their nightly routine.
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Craft-punk at Blue 
Moose Tap House
By JASMINE PUTNEY 
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

Knit, snip, weave, and 
head-bang. On Saturday, 
Blue Moose Tap House 
will combine the cre-
ative fantasies of Pinter-
est with the hard-core 
beat of punk-rock music 
in the first partnership 
of the What a Load of 
Craft fair and the Mis-
sion Creek Festival. The 
fair will run from noon 
to 6 p.m. 

“It’s always exciting 
at the beginning of our 
spring booking to see 
who we get for Mission 
Creek week,” Blue Moose 
Booking Manager Cole 
Nedved said. “All music 
venues in town act like 
little kids on the play-
ground opening up a 
pack of baseball cards 
when the confirmed 
bands start rolling in: 
‘Ooo, who did you get 
this year?’ ” 

Though Nedved re-
garded it an improbable 
match, the crafts fair will 
feature live music from 
punk-rock band Lipstick 
Homicide to accompa-
ny its various arts and 
crafts-related activities. 
Blue Moose will also host 
hip-hop artist Freddie 
Gibbs at 9 p.m. today and 
indie band Foxygen at 
6:30 p.m Friday as a part 
of Mission Creek. 

Perhaps the most 
“punk rock” arts event 
at this year’s festival is 
the Craft Death Match, 
a crafting competition 
that was inspired by an 
Australian game show. 
The event was disband-
ed in the past for being 
loud and distracting 
when the festival was 

held at the Johnson 
County Fairgrounds. 

This year’s Craft Death 
Match will feature deco-
rating a giant egg, paint-
ing a portrait of Lipstick 
Homicide, and knitting 
with gigantic needles and 
yarn. The competition 
will take place at 5 p.m.  

“We are really hap-
py to have the opportu-
nity to go back to [the 
craft fair’s] roots with 
this event, which will 
showcase 15 crafters, 
lots of live music, and 
the return of the Craft 
Death Match,” craft-fair 
cofounder Grace Locke-
Ward said.

The first such festival 
was held in 2006 with 
just 10 vendors and a few 
local bands in an attempt 
to sell crafts. Each year, 
the fair expanded until 
the fair’s people decided 
to move their operation 
from the upstairs of the 
Picador (currently known 
as Gabe’s) to the Johnson 
County Fairgrounds. 

Locke-Ward said the 
move was a giant leap, 
made possible through 
overwhelming support 
from fellow crafters.

“We had more than 50 
vendors and thousands of 
attendees each year we 
were at the fairgrounds,” 
she said. “It was really 
fantastic, but it got to a 
point where putting on 
such a large event also 
made it very difficult for 
us to enjoy and focus on 
making our own crafts.” 

One vendor at this 
year’s What a Load of 
Craft will be photogra-
pher and paper-goods 
artist Kate Funk. She 
got her start in 2008, 
when she was working 

at Broadway Paper, a 
local paper store in 
Milwaukee. 

“One day, we were 
making paper party hats, 
and I decided to make a 
tiny one to give to AC, 
my cat and model, when 
I got home,” she said. “To 
my shock, he didn’t mind 
wearing it. So I decided 
to make a birthday card 
for one of my friends 
using AC, the hat, and 
made a background out 
of construction paper. 
My boss at Broadway Pa-
per ended up seeing the 
card and asked if I could 
make some more designs 
so she could sell them 
in the shop. After that, I 
started doing craft fairs 
and searching out other 
stores to carry my line. 
Everything eventually 
snowballed into this be-
coming my full-time job.” 

This will be Funk’s sec-
ond appearance at the 
crafts fair, and she said 
she is looking forward to 
being a part of Mission 
Creek for the first time 
through what she deems 
as “the best job ever.” 

“I get to stay home 
with my cat every day 
and make costumes and 
dioramas,” she said. “I 
travel around the U.S. to 
do craft fairs and check 
out other cities, and I’m 
actually using my degree 
to do something I love.” 

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

The Whitney
The brainchild of bartender 
Lawrence Mack, this cocktail has 
long been unofficially available to 
those in the know at Pints, 118 S. 
Clinton St. I first encountered it 
as an under-appreciated entry for 
best cocktail at this year’s Top Chef 
Downtown Iowa City on Monday.

Named after singer Whitney Hous-
ton, its title is a tongue-in-cheek 
nod to the Houston track that Pints 
plays every night at last call. It is a 
bracing drink not to be missed and 
one of the finer uses of bourbon in 
a cocktail I have yet to taste.

TASTE: The base, Cedar Ridge’s 
Iowa Bourbon Whiskey, offers a sub-
tle and light flavor unlike brasher 
whiskeys and finishes hinting at 
honey. Yellow Chartreuse — made of 
130 different herbs and honey — is 
added along with ginger syrup 
before mixing, sending this drink 
over the edge. The Chartreuse pairs 
well with the existing honey accents 
and bright flavor of the whiskey. 
Ginger syrup adds a complementary 
and wonderfully understated spice, 
preventing the drink from becoming 
too sweet or mellow. A sprig of 
rosemary and an orange peel 
garnish are the final touches to this 
immaculate experience.

ADVICE: A great beverage to sip 
while playing darts or pool, it pays 
to take your time with this one. 
Allowing the cocktail to sit gives the 
rosemary more time to infuse into 
the drink, further enhancing the 
excellent flavor.

— by Michael Kadrie

MUSIC
• Real Estate, 8 p.m., Englert, 
221 E. Washington
• Freddie Gibbs, 9 p.m., Blue 
Moose, 211 Iowa
• Mission Creek, Beat, 9 p.m., 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Chris Forsyth & the Solar 
Motel Band, White Mystery, 
Burning Hand, 10 p.m., Mill, 120 
E. Burlington
• How to Dress Well, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Wanderlust, LA Review of Books 
Editor Tom Lutz, 3 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Kerry Howley, nonfiction, & Arna 
Bontemps Hemenway, fiction, 6 
p.m., Prairie Lights
• Jeff Chang, 7 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• Ida Beam Visiting Professor 
Reading, Lorrie Moore, fiction, 8 
p.m., Van Allen Lecture Room 2

FILM
• School of Rock, 3 p.m., Film-
Scene, 118 E. College
• I’m Not Patrick, 6:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• What We Do in the Shadows, 
9:30 p.m., FilmScene

THEATER
• Housebroken Theater Talk, 
5:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 
213 N. Gilbert

LECTURES
•  The Feminist Spectator as 
Agitator, 5 p.m., 304 EPB
• UI Center for the Book Mitch-
ell Lecturer, Julia Miller, 5 p.m., 
E105 Adler

DANCE
• M.F.A. Thesis Performance, 8 
p.m., North Hall Space/Place

MUSIC
• Foxygen, 6:30 p.m., Blue 
Moose
• Shovels & Rope, 8 p.m., 
Englert
• Ben Miller Band, 9 p.m., Yacht 
Club
• Sea & Cake, Swearing at 
Motorists, Multiple Cat, 9 p.m., 
Mill
• Com Truise, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

WORDS
• Mission Print, Publishing 
Through a Digital Landscape, 
3 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque
FILM
• Sqürl, Live Score with Jim 
Jarmusch, 7 p.m., FilmScene
• What We Do in the Shadows, 
9:30 p.m., FilmScene

THEATER
• The Hills are Alive with the 
Sound of Music, Musical The-
ater at Girls’ Jewish Summer 
Camps in Maine, 4 p.m., 704 
Jefferson 

DANCE
• M.F.A. Concerts, 8 p.m., 
Space/Place

MISCELLANEOUS
• First Friday, Capturing China, 
5 p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• Diamond Rugs, 9 p.m., Gabe’s
• Horse Feathers, Nevada Neva-
da, Nadalands, 9 p.m., Mill
• Sqürl, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 
S. Linn

WORDS
• Annual Small Presses & 
Literary Journal Book Fair, 11 
a.m., Mill
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Eula Biss, nonfiction, noon, 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Kiese Laymon, Amelia Gray, 
Patricia Lockwood & Sarah 
Gerard, 6 p.m., Mill
• Earthwords Release Party, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights
• Jad Abumrad, 8 p.m., Englert

FILM
• Coffee and Cigarettes, 10 a.m., 
FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Memphis, 1:30 p.m., Film-
Scene
• Dragonslayer, 4 p.m., Film-
Scene
• An Evening with Bill Daniel, 
6:30 p.m., FilmScene

DANCE
• M.F.A. Concerts, 8 p.m., 
Space/Place

MISCELLANEOUS
• What A Load of Craft, noon, 
Blue Moose

MUSIC
• Father John Misty, 7 p.m., 
Englert
• Wild Savages, 9 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Coffee and Cigarettes, 1 p.m., 
FilmScene
• What We Do in the Shadows, 3 
& 7 p.m., FilmScene
• Red Army, 5 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Last-Call Brunch Buffet, 11 
a.m., Mill
• Pub Quiz, 9 p.m., Mill

Follow us on Twitter
@DailyIowanArts

Furious 7
Boldly touted by Vin Diesel as 
“Oscar-worthy,” the seventh 
installment in the Fast and Fu-
rious film series finds the gang 
— including Diesel, Michelle 
Rodriguez, Dwayne “the Rock” 
Johnson, and the late Paul Walk-
er — back on the road.

Woman in Gold
Helen Mirren and Ryan Reynolds 
star in this true story of an 
elderly Jewish woman fighting 
to retrieve a priceless piece 
of art — Gustav Klimt’s Portrait 
of Adele Bloch-Bauer I — stolen 
from her family by the Nazis 
during World War II.

MUSIC & ART

What a Load of Craft  
When: Noon-6 p.m. Saturday
Where: Blue Moose, 211 
Iowa 
Admission: Free 

Craft fair combines arts with punk for Mission Creek Festival.

Indie-rock band Foxygen will perform at Blue Moose on Saturday for the What a Load of Craft event. (Contributed)

Rachel Feldmann, Kate Kane, and Big Luke Ferguson of pop-punk band Lipstick Homicide will make an appearance at Blue 
Moose on Saturday. (Contributed)



By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

Writers struggling to 
get their work published 
used to have few options 
when it came to publish-
ers, but today’s digital 
marketplace opens up 
many doors for the as-
piring champions of the 
written word.

The Indie Presses Book 
Fair is a forum for attend-
ees of the Mission Creek 
Festival  to discover new 
and classic writing from a 
bevy of local and national 
independent presses.

“Mission Creek [and 
the Indie Presses Book 
Fair] has a great do-it-
yourself feeling … a great 
local spirit and a national 
audience,” said Michael 
Newton, the editor at Ug-
ly Duckling Presse, a pub-
lisher featured at the fair.

Editor Nick Twemlow of 
Canarium Books, another 
attending publisher, said 
most of the books in the 
United States are pub-
lished by small presses.

He defines a small 
press as any publisher 
outside of the “big five,” 
a group including com-
panies HarperCollins, 
Hachette Book Group, 

Macmillan Publishers, 
Penguin Random House, 
and Simon & Schuster.

“Small presses need 
book fairs,” Newton said. 
“It’s a good way to sell 
some books, but it’s also 
a chance to talk with peo-
ple in the public who we 
often don’t [see].”

More than 15 presses 
will be represented at the 
event, which is being held 
at the Mill, 120 E. Burl-
ington St., Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Representatives from 
the New Belgium brewery 
will be on hand to offer 
beer to patrons as well. 

“It’s pretty downbeat, 
but it’s very professional 
… [and] a great chance, if 
you’re a fan of writing or 
a young writer, to find out 
what small presses are 
doing,” Twemlow said. 

Tables showcasing 
published work will be 
arranged throughout the 
back area of the Mill. 
Books will be available 
for purchase, often at a 
discounted price. 

“My favorite part is just 
getting to talk to the peo-
ple who come through,” 
said Holly Amos, an edi-
torial assistant for Poet-
ry Foundation. “It’s great 

to hear what poems or 
essays people respond to 
and which contributors 
get them excited. I also 
love pointing out things 
that have been in the 
magazine that might not 
be on folks’ radar.” 

Some authors will ap-
pear to sign books and 
answer any questions 
people may have. Many 
of them will also be giv-
ing free readings during 
the Lit Crawl on Friday – 
an invasion of Iowa City 
businesses by more than 
60 authors from across 
the country.

Venues include Forbid-
den Planet, NoDo, Dub-
lin Underground and 
the Clinton Street Social 
Club.

Newton said he was 
particularly excited for 
this event.

Several of the books 
available for purchase 
were released days before 
the fair, on Wednesday.

Michael Morse will 
exhibit his book of poet-
ry Void and Compensa-
tion, which was recently 
published by Canarium 
Books.

 “[Void and Compensa-
tion] deals with love, love 
lost, the voids that are 

created by breakups and 
larger loses like people 
dying,” Twemlow said.

Emily Wilson, another 
partner with Canarium 
Books, recently released 
a book of poetry titled The 
Great Medieval Yellows.

“[The Great Medieval 
Yellows] is a gorgeous 
book; it is intensely musi-
cal,” Twemlow said. “It is 
a book looking to the nat-
ural world for solace.” 

Ugly Duckling Presse is 
showcasing the poetry of 
Ben Fama in his newest 
offering, Fantasy.

“[Fantasy] is a book 
about loneliness, iden-
tity, and how the Inter-
net has affected those 
things,” Newton said.

Twemlow said Io-
wa City is particularly 
well-suited to host this 
kind of literary showcase.

“There are a lot of 
readers in Iowa City — 
young, old, and in-be-
tween — [so] there’s a 
chance to find a whole 
new audience,” Twem-
low said.

Many independent 
presses are not very prof-
itable. A good portion of 
the people running them 
are in it strictly because 
of they are passionate 

about writing and provid-
ing a platform for people 
to share ideas, he said.

However, some inde-
pendent presses confront 
different pressures.

Poetry Foundation is 
an offshoot of the oldest 
monthly magazine devot-
ed to poetry in the coun-
try. It was established in 
2003 on the strength of a 
major financial gift from 
philanthropist Ruth Lilly.

 “Though [Poetry Foun-
dation] may not face the 
same financial issues 
that other presses face, 
we still have to adapt 
to the changing ways in 
which people read and 
find content,” Amos said. 
“There are more literary 
presses and journals now 
than ever before, many of 
which live on the Internet 
… The book fair gives us 
a chance to showcase a 
lot of issues at once … It 
gives us a chance to show 
people why we’re worth 
reading,”

Amos, Twemlow, and 
Newton agree there is 
no shortage of good com-
pany at either the book 

fair or the Mission Creek 
Festival.

 “There’s a kindness 
to this crew of people,” 
Twemlow said. “It’s like 
[Mission Creek] is a labor 
of love.”
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Indie presses share the love in Iowa City

Contributed

WORDS

Indie Presses Book Fair
When: 11 a.m. Saturday
Where: The Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
Admission: Free

In the swing of Mission Creek
Eclectic music venues Gabe’s and Yacht Club host various Mission Creek shows.
By GRACE HAERR
grace-haerr@uiowa.ed

For the 2015 Mission 
Creek Festival, music 
lovers may sate their pal-
ates on a seemingly end-
less colors of sound, with 
performances ranging 
from R&B to rock and roll 
to bluegrass. 

This year, Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington St., and the 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn St., 
are keeping it in the fami-
ly by hosting a number of 
the Mission Creek bands. 
Gabe’s will host Silver 
Apples, Ben Frost, How to 
Dress Well, Com Truise, 
and Diamond Rugs.

Meanwhile, Yacht Club 
will host Sqürl, Ben Mill-
er Band, Sidewalk Chalk, 
and the DJs of Mission 
Beat.

Scott Kading, the owner 
and talent buyer for both 
venues, said almost any-
thing goes at Gabe’s up-
stairs stage, whether it be 
metal, hip-hop, rock, coun-
try, or others. But at its 
sister bar, the party is at 
basement level. The Yacht 
Club’s underground scene 
has hosted Mission Beat 
for three of the group’s five 
years of existence.

“Mission Beat has be-
come the official or un-
official dance party for 
Mission Creek Festival,”  
said Ben Mealhow, the 
host of Mission Beat. “The 
style this year is house 
and techno … We expect 
more than 150 people, so 
it will be a full house at 
the Yacht Club.”

Mealhow lives in Den-
ver but said he will always 

return to Iowa City for 
Mission Beat — despite 
the 12-hour drive.

“It’s been a staple every 
year,” he said. “… It’s al-
ways great to come home 
and see the family and the 
same people who seem to 
come out for it all.”

This year’s Mission Beat 
DJs include Airyck Ster-
rett, Matt Rissi, bTsuna-
mi, and Giant Child. 

Sterrett has been DJing 
and producing for nearly 
15 years.

“I do it because I love 
it,” he said. “Music has 
given me a positive out-
look for the future; it’s the 
soundtrack of my life kind 
of thing. I want to provide 
the same thing music does 
for me for other people.”

Part of this mission, 
Sterrett said, includes 
following the beat of his 
turntable.

“I battle with the idea 
sometimes of whether of 
not I should have gone 
more commercial, but I 
want music to be some-
thing I don’t have to de-
pend on,”he said. “I don’t 
want to need to make this 
cheesy song so I can eat, I 
want to do it as expression 
of myself and how I feel.”

A last-minute addition 
to the Mission Beat line-
up, Sterrett said he is 
excited about his Mission 
Creek début and to per-
form in Iowa City, where 
he grew up and grew to 
love electronic sounds.

“It is where I did all my 
discovering of this type of 
music,” he said. “It’s where 
I got involved with the peo-
ple. It has made me who I 

am. They are almost like 
family for me. They appre-
ciate me for who I am. It’s 
a place I can play exactly 
how I want: let loose and 
be experimental. Not wor-
ry about how people think 
I should be playing but 
just play.”

“There are a lot of peo-
ple looking forward to his 
return,” Mealhow said.

Another artist returning 
to Iowa City is Tom Krell 
of the one-man project 
How to Dress Well.

“Iowa City is a weird 
place in my personal bi-
ography,” said Krell, who 
lived in Iowa City for four 
years. His return comes 
nearly a decade later, and 
he plans to perform a few 
of his tasty new tracks. 

“Playing music brings 
me an enormous amount 
of pleasure,” he said. “I 
want my audience to 
hear something beautiful 
[and] intense.”

Using a falsetto com-
bined with soft under-
tones, How to Dress Well’s 
songs gives off a dream-
like feel on the album 
What is This Heart?

“It is something I have 
wanted and worked on 
since I was 16. I’m not 
competitive with others 
as much as I am with my-
self,” Krell said. “This has 
pushed me to keep doing 
exciting things.”

Like Sterrett, Krell 
said he hopes to contrib-
ute the sense of commu-
nity the Mission Creek 
Festival inspires.

“I just try to have a ro-
bust connection with peo-
ple,” he said. “My goal for 

performing is to try to 
make people laugh and 
feel something and get 
excited about music and 
about the experience.”

MUSIC
When: Tuesday, April 5
Where: Gabe’s and Yacht Club
Admission: Varies from $8 
to $20
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By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

FilmScene, located on 
the downtown Pedestri-
an Mall, is a popular lo-
cation for University of 
Iowa students and Iowa 
City residents to catch 
independent films. This 
weekend, FilmScene will 
be heavily involved in 
the Mission Creek Festi-
val, serving as not just a 
movie theater but a mu-
sic venue as well.

Andy Brodie, one of the 
cofounders of FilmScene, 
helped assemble the lineup 
for this weekend. It was on-
ly last year that FilmScene 
became very involved in 
the festival, putting on film 
events throughout Mission 
Creek 2014. This year, it is 
doing the same. 

“We try to put together 
a film program that mir-
rors the festival itself,” 
Brodie said. “I think 
Mission Creek looks for 
ways the different arts 
intersect with each other 
in terms of different art 
forms and mediums.” 

One event he considers 
to be a highlight of Mis-
sion Creek is the New 
York City group Sqürl 
performing for a sold-out 
crowd 7 p.m. Friday.

The group is made 
up of musicians and 
filmmakers Carter Lo-
gan, Jim Jarmusch, and 
Shane Stone. It will per-
form a live score to short 
films by the surreal art-
ist Man Ray; the perfor-
mance will be only the 
third time they are per-
forming live scores.

“I’m super thrilled for 
Friday night,” Brodie 
said. “Jarmusch is one 
of my favorite contempo-
rary filmmakers, so it’s 
quite an honor to have 
him.”

The group will also 
perform a rock show at 
the Yacht Club, 13 S. 
Linn St.

Cinematically 
presenting music

FilmScene continues partnership with Mission Creek.

FilmScene’s Mission 
Creek Lineup
Today: I’m Not Patrick, 6:30 p.m.

Friday: Sqürl, Live Film Score 
featuring Man Ray. 7 p.m. 
SOLD OUT. 

Saturday: Memphis, 1:30 p.m.
Dragonslayer, 4 p.m. 
Who is Bozo Texino?, 6:30 p.m. 

Contributed
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By EMMA MCCLATCHEY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

An essential ingredient 
in the creation of art is 
also vital to technology de-
velopment: innovation. 

Thus, it is perhaps not 
so odd that the Mission 
Creek Festival should host 
a technology and innova-
tion conference among a 
slew of musical, literary, 
and cinematic events.

The second Mission 
Creek Innovation Confer-
ence will take place Sat-
urday at hotelVetro, 201 
S. Linn St., beginning at 
8 a.m. Keynote speakers 
include Johanna Blakley, 
the managing director and 
director of research at the 
media-focused Universi-
ty of Southern California 
think tank the Norman 
Lear Center; and Jeff Ca-
simir, the executive di-
rector of Turing School of 
Software and Design. Ca-
simir is also the founder 
of JumpStart Lab in Den-
ver and a co-creator of the 

Hungry Academy in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Ten other speakers 
— including locals How-
ard Butler, Mark Nolte, 
Kathryn Dickel, and An-
dy Stoll  — will also take 
the mike. 

Breakout sessions will 
be interspersed between 
talks, some tailored to 
technology and others 
to entrepreneurship. Pa-
trons can pick based on 
their interests.

In addition to the con-
ference, daylong work-
shops will be held Friday, 
providing “in-depth” and 
“hands-on experience,” 
according to Mission 
Creek. Programmers are 
encouraged to enroll in the 
Clojure Workshop, while 
those interested in leader-
ship may attend the Diver-
sity Workshop.

The two-day program 
will round out with a talk 
by Mission Creek headlin-
er Jad Abumrad, Radiolab 
host and music composer, 
who is credited with re-

interpreting the art and 
science of radio broadcast-
ing. The event, held at the 
Englert Theater, 221 E. 
Washington St., at 8 p.m., 
will boil down to single 
theme: innovation.

Tickets for the confer-
ence cost $35 ($20 for 
students) while a com-
bination package — in-
cluding a pass for the 
Friday workshop, confer-
ence, and Abumrad event 
— cost $115 ($100 for 
students).

WORDS
Mission Creek Innovation 
Conference
When: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday
Where: hotelVetro, 201 S. Linn
Admission: $35

Jad Abumrad
When: 8 p.m. Saturday
Where: Englert, 221 E. Wash-
ington
Admission: $30

Innovation as the 
main course

Follow us on Twitter

@DailyIowanArts



By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

Amid the films and speak-
ers, the books and buzzing 
crowds, stands the Englert at 
the center of downtown. The 
theater, 221 E. Washington 
St., will host an event for ev-
ery day of this year’s Mission 
Creek Festival. 

Along with famed Ra-
diolab host Jad Abumrad, 
these shows will include 
three indie-rock bands: Re-
al Estate, Shovels & Rope, 
and Father John Misty. 

“All [three groups] are re-
ally different musically,” said 
Andre Perry, the Englert’s ex-
ecutive director. “Though the 
thing that they all really have 
in common is that they really 
sell the live-show format.” 

Tonight will mark the ar-
rival of Real Estate. In the 

six years since the début of 
its first, self-titled album, the 
East Coast band has seen 
mounting critical acclaim.

“The reason Real Estate 
has made a bigger impact 
than other rock bands of its 
ilk is that its music speaks 
to so many different kinds 
of music fans,” said Jon 
Groffman, the band’s man-
ager. “Being normal guys 
with normal lives and nor-
mal problems, they connect 
with everyone.”

The band’s third and most 
recent album, Atlas, was re-
leased in 2014. With the re-
cording of the record came 
changes. Two new member 
were introduced, making 
Jackson Pollis the band’s 
drummer and putting Matt 
Kallman on the keyboard.

A day after Real Estate 
has its show, Shovels & Rope 

will claim the stage. 
“For Shovels & Rope, we 

wanted to get it in for a long 
time,” Perry said. “We’ve 
been watching its trajecto-
ry over the last few years 
from relatively unknown to 
more widely talked about 
because of its live shows.”

The duo and married 
couple Cary Ann Hearst 
and Michael Trent, draw 
from their careers as solo 
artists to fuel their fast-
paced acoustic songs.

On April 5, performing not 
only the final show of the En-
glert’s musical lineup but the 
denouement of this year’s 
Mission Creek Festival, will 
be Father John Misty, also 
known as Josh Tillman.

Despite time in indie-rock 
bands, the singer/songwriter 
— who will play at the Lol-
lapalooza music festival in 
Chicago in July — now veers 
toward American folk.

“Shovels & Rope really 
is pure energy,” Perry said. 
“Real Estate inhabits a dif-
ferent space, it has great 
energy, too, but it’s less ec-
static, more controlled. Fa-
ther John Misty does his 

own thing entirely.”
In addition to these three 

musical acts, the Englert 
will also feature musician 
and radio personality Jad 
Abumrad at 8 p.m. Saturday. 

He is best known for creat-
ing and hosting the public 
radio program “Radiolab” 
— broadcast on 524 stations 
nationwide and downloaded 
more than 9 million times as 

a podcast — and he is also 
a film-score composer and 
MacArthur Fellowship recip-
ient. He will lecture on the 
art of storytelling and what 
it means to “innovate.”
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Indies come to rock the town at the Englert

Jad Abumrad, a musical composer and creator/host of public radio’s “Radiolab” program, 
will take the Englert stage at 7 p.m. Saturday. (Contributed)

MISSION CREEK AT 
THE ENGLERT
Real Estate, 8 p.m. Today, $22
Shovels and Rope, 8 p.m. Friday, $25
Jad Abumrad, 8 p.m. Saturday, $35
Father John Misty, 7 p.m. April 5, $22
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By JORDAN RYDER 
jordan-ryder@uiowa.edu

I knew that Upsidedown 
Cross was not going to be 
a happy film when I sat 
down to watch it. What did 
surprise me was the quiet 
dread and disgust it in-
spired. It has been a long 
time since I have hated a 
character as much as I did 
the Preacher, played by 
Scratch Acid and Jesus Liz-
ard actor David Yow.

But when you screen a 
film featured in a series 
called Late Shift at the 
Grindhouse, you should pre-
pare yourself for some horror.

Ross Meyer, the head pro-
jectionist at FilmScene, 118 
E. College St., said he was 
excited to see the latest film 
from horror director Wil-
liam Hellfire, who recently 
won the Arizona Under-
ground Film Festival award 
for Best Exploitation Film 
for Upsidedown Cross.

“I was a fan of William 
Hellfire’s work and was 
excited to see his return to 
filmmaking after a long hi-
atus,” Meyer said. “… I al-
so figured that with all the 
music fans milling around 
town for the Mission Creek 
Festival that people would 
be excited to see David Yow 
in a way they’ve perhaps 
never seen him before.”

Upsidedown Cross is one 
of several films playing at 
FilmScene during Mission 
Creek — which, in addition 
to music, literature, and 
art, has a growing film as-
pect. FilmScene hosted the 
Iowa Sceendance Festival 
on Tuesday and I Dream of 

Wires on Wednesday. Today 
at 6:30 p.m., guests can see 
the black comedy I’m Not 
Patrick, and stick around 
for a Q&A with writer and 
director Eric Obenhauf fol-
lowing the show. The sold-
out program Sqürl Live 
Film Score will take place 
Friday, while the movies 
Memphis, Dragonslayer, 
and Who is Bozo Texino will 
screen Saturday.

Though Mission Creek is 
limited to this week, Film-
Scene hosts a new bloody 
movie for the Late Shift at 
the Grindhouse series every 
Wednesday at 10 p.m., to 
which Upsidedown Cross is 
a worthy addition.

The film follows Nadine, 
a young woman returning 
home after running away 
years before. Since she ran 
away, she had been abused, 
exploited, and become a 
drug-addicted prostitute. 
Her mother decides that 
the only explanation for 
Nadine’s behavior is de-
monic possession and hires 
the Preacher to exorcise 
her. His initial efforts go 
nowhere, and he resorts to 
increasingly more abusive 
and violent tactics.

Not horrifying in the 
traditional sense of hack 
and slash, blood and go-
re, this film is more about 
slow-cooking horror: Dread-
ing the Preacher’s next 
barbarous torture method. 

Being disgusted with the 
mother for standing by and 
allowing it all to happen. 
Feeling sorrow for Nadine 
…although, as badly as I 
felt for her, Nadine is by far 
the film’s weakest link. 

The protagonist is very 
closed off and withdrawn, 
as survivors of traumas 
usually are. This the actress 
captures very well. Howev-
er, her acting abilities fell 
short whenever she had 

express anything else. For 
example, in one early scene 
her mother hits her hard 
enough that Nadine starts 
bleeding. Nadine doesn’t 
seem fazed in the slightest, 
but her dialogue certainly 
seems to indicate that she 
should be upset.

The movie also seems to 
just skip over the drug-ad-
dict part of her character. 
She has one scene of with-
drawal symptoms and then 

entire idea is dropped, and 
Nadine is troubled no more 
by it.

Upsidedown Cross is a 
predicable, by-the-numbers 
film about religious mania 
and abuse. In some ways 
this helps it, adding to the 
horror factor. There were 
several moments where I 
thought to myself “I really 
don’t want to be right” and 
found that I very much was.

 In the end, this was an 

interesting film to see, just 
far from a happy one.
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By CONOR MCBRIEN
conor-mcbrien@uiowa.edu 

Cameron Esposito, per-
haps one of standup com-
edy’s future perennial 
stars, performed for the 
Mission Creek Festival on 
Wednesday. Her trademark 
side-mullet and denim jack-
et instantly as recognizable 
here as it is everywhere she 
goes, onstage, in clubs, or be-
fore a camera.

Esposito began with impro-
visational comedy in college 
but later abruptly switched 
to standup around age 25.

“It just worked for me at the 
time I was coming out,” Es-
posito said. “… It benefited me 
to be a character [onstage].”

Esposito’s standup per-
sona is a welcome addition 
to a scene that has been 
dominated by men for many 
years. She noted her peers 
have benefited greatly from 
growing up with strong fe-
male role models. Previously, 
it had been a world in which 
“one Lucille Ball would cre-
ate two Joan Rivers.” 

While the legacy of those 
two women is indeed signifi-
cant, it has been many years 
since their heydays. Their 
contribution to comedy has 
been further bolstered by 
women’s movements that 
are growing stronger with 
each passing day. In spite of 
the times changing as they 
often do, the scarcity of wom-

en in comedy compared with 
men is still apparent. Audi-
ences and comics recognize 
this disparity.

“There’s such a demand to 
hear women’s voices [now],” 
Esposito said. She noted that 
the gender ratio is mapped 
out much more evenly “at 
the open-mike level.”

This description rings true 
in local Iowa City comedy, 
where acts such as Megan 
Gogerty, Lyn-Z Harney, Ava 
Cheyenne, and the all-fe-
male Janice Ian Experience 
improv group are slaying 
modestly sized audiences 
along with a mélange of oth-
er comics.

This increasing diversity 
in comedy is also aided by 

more widespread acceptance 
of homosexual comics such as 
Esposito, whose Wednesday 
performance at the Englert 
coincided with the 14th anni-
versary of her officially com-
ing out and kissing another 
woman — her “gay-niversa-
ry” as she called it.

She notes recent con-
troversies such as the “re-
ligious-freedom” laws in 
Indiana and other states 
being cause for great con-
cern, but said this is still an 
improvement over the past 
experiences of people in the 
LGBTQ community, particu-
larly gays and lesbians.

“Older generations of [gay] 
people had to move to the 
gay community to get sup-

port,” Esposito said, but this 
is not as necessary now as it 
was in the past.

Regardless of background, 
she encourages new comics, 
not just here but everywhere, 

to accept all goals they set for 
themselves. There are fewer 
odds and more opportunities, 
she said, no matter who you 
are or what your sense of hu-
mor may be.

Esposito, opening the comedic universe

Contributed

Upsidedown Cross, an exercise in subtle horror 

To check out the full Mission 
Creek schedule, go to 
missionfreak.com.
 
To see upcoming Film-
Scene screenings, visit 
icfilmscene.org.
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