
By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

One local start-up has pressed into 
new territory. 

In November 2013, then-University 
of Iowa seniors Jake Gratzon and Mat-
thew Mesaros came up with an idea for 
a food company that used the state’s 
second-largest cash crop — soybeans — 
to make local, organic, and genetically 
modified organism-free tofu.

Now, a year and a half later, they have 
joined with third partner and Iowa City 
resident Ethan Brown to create Old 
Capitol Food Co.

“In a lot of ways, Iowa City is the per-
fect place for three guys like us to get 
together and decide to start a company,” 
Gratzon said. “I just don’t think that 
would happen in a less creative, less sup-
portive, less community-centered place.”

With production estimated to be a 
month away, the three are quite liter-
ally hammering out the details as they 
work to finish building their new facili-
ty, located at Dolphin Drive Southeast.

When it comes to the entrepreneur-
ship economy, local experts say Iowa 

City is well past starting up.
“I’d say [the start up community 

is] certainly growing, and is beyond 
emerging,” said Lynn Allendorf, the di-

rector of the Bedell Entrepreneurship 
Learning Lab. “I think we have a thriv-
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Starting up in very local tofu
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Grady to 
head to 
’Bama

TUESDAY 
SCHEDULE

• Art installations, numerous 
locations, 11 a.m., free
• Pavelka’s Point Pork Feast, 
Motley Cow Café, 6 p.m., 
tickets $42
• Ander Monson & Rachel 
Yoder reading, Prairie Lights, 
6 p.m., free
• Iowa Screendance Festival, 
FilmScene, 6:30 p.m., tickets $10
• Glenn Kotche & Jeffrey 
Zeigler, Englert, 7 p.m., 
tickets $10
• Ben Frost, Gabe’s, 8 p.m., 
tickets $15
• Amen Dunes, Mill, 9 p.m., 
tickets $10/12

By NICHOLAS MOFFITT AND CHRIS HIGGINS 
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa Dean of Stu-
dents David Grady will leave the uni-
versity to become the vice president 
for Student Affairs at the University 
of Alabama effective June 15.

Grady, also a UI as-
sociate vice president, 
has worked at the 
school since 1992. 

According to a re-
lease from the Univer-
sity of Alabama News 
Service, President Ju-
dy Bonner announced 
Grady’s hiring Monday.

“David Grady has 
extensive experience 
in student-affairs management and 
programming including student in-
volvement and leadership, student 
activity programming, fraternity and 
sorority life, student union manage-
ment, and other areas,” Bonner said 
in the release. “His leadership will be 
invaluable in our continuing efforts 
to provide our students with the best 
collegiate experience possible.”

Grady has previously spent time 
employed at the University of Ala-
bama, working as the assistant direc-
tor of student life from 1985 to 1988. 

In the release, he cited the distinc-
tive Alabama experience as some-
thing he looks forward to.

“I am excited to be joining a stu-
dent-centered university like the 
University of Alabama,” he said. “I 
am looking forward to working with 
the dedicated staff in Student Affairs, 
along with our campus partners, 
to help each student discover their 
distinctive University of Alabama 
experience so they can leave here 
prepared to be successful in their ca-
reers and their communities.”

In terms of administrative organi-
zation, the dean of students position 
reports to UI Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Tom Rocklin.

According to the UI website, 
Grady began at the UI as the direc-
tor of Campus Programs and Stu-
dent Activities. In 1998, he was the 
interim director of the IMU and also 
served as the director of University 
Life Centers until 2002. 

David Grady, a UI associate 
vice president and dean 
of students, accepted a 
job with the University of 
Alabama on Monday. 

Local entrepreneurs Matthew Mesaros (left) and Ethan Brown (right) stand in the future facilities for their business 
venture, Old Capitol Food Co. Mesaros and Brown make up two of the three founding members of the business, whose 
facilities will be located near Dolphin Drive S.E.  (The Daily Iowan/John Baker)

Grady
dean of students

(The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Local Iowa City restaurants and bars competed on Monday 
for one of the most prestigious titles in town: Top Chef.

The foodies of Iowa City flooded hotelVetro to eat, drink, 
hear some jazz, and see El Banditos Chef Christopher Tru-
itt crowned a culinary champion at the fifth-annual Top 
Chef: Downtown Iowa City.

The event featured two dozen local businesses sparring 
for top titles in four different categories: entrées, desserts, 
mixology, and baristas.

“It’s great exposure,” said Nicole Millard of Java House. 
“It’s great to be with everyone from the Downtown District. 
We see a lot of people from the restaurants in our store, so 
it’s nice to support the family of local bars and shops.”

Millard and her coworkers entered their Berry Coffee 
Frizz in the competition.

“We’re using a Kenyan coffee that was roasted for us es-
pecially for this event,” she said. “We’re combining the iced 

Kenyan, a little bit of soda water for effervescence, little bit of 
blueberry, and topped with blueberry-infused whipped cream.”

Java House tied with High Ground Coffee in the newly 
formed barista category.

Far from being upset, Millard welcomed the opposition.
“We were in the dessert category last year with an iced 

coffee,” she said. “Hopefully, next year we’ll have more 
competitors in the coffee category next year.”

Growing shouldn’t be a problem; Nancy Bird, the Iowa 
City Downtown District executive director, said there are 
new participants who shine every spring.

This year one of those participants was the Bluebird 
Diner. Chef Anne Stork has been with Bluebird for three 
years, but this was her first year at Top Chef. She won 
the Judge’s Choice Award in the dessert category for her 
“Cakey, Cakey, Eggs, and Bakey,” a bourbon-batter pecan 
pound cake designed to look like toast topped with an or-
ange-curd-filled meringue “egg” and maple-candied bacon. 

Downtown Iowa City held its annual Top Chef Iowa City competition in the hotelVitro on Monday. Local restaurants showcased their food and specialty drinks, and El Banditos became 
the first winner to earn a unanimous vote from both critics and the public. Newcomer Pullman Diner won for best dessert. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)
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TOP CHEF
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

TOFU
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

GRADY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

From 2002 until 2006, 
Grady was the assistant 

vice president and di-
rector of University Life 
Centers. From 2006 until 
2009, he was the associ-
ate vice president and di-
rector of University Life 
Centers. 

In 2009, Grady became 
the associate vice presi-
dent and dean of students. 

Grady made a little 
over $149,755 in fiscal 
2014, according to Iowa 
Legislature numbers on 

state employees.
In the fall of 2014, Grady 

taught a first-year-student 
seminar called University 
of Iowa Unwrapped: Ex-
ploring Hidden Hawkeye 
Places.

ing start-up scene here in 
the entire corridor.”

This, she said, is due in 
part to work from the UI 
and Iowa City, as well as 
other local organizations, 
such as the Iowa City Area 
Development Group. 

Group President Mark 
Nolte shares the belief.

“Both the university and 
the community have em-
braced the role having a 
strong start-up ecosystem 
plays in engaging young 
people and attracting tal-
ent to the area,” he said. 
“This is not lip service; 
they’re putting real effort 
and assets in play to help 

support both student and 
faculty entrepreneurs.”

The Bedell Lab was one 
of the first in the country 
when it opened 10 years 
ago, Allendorf said. With 
new spaces such as the 
Iowa Start-Up Accelera-
tor and the Thinc Inno-
vation and Collaboration 
Lab, Nolte said, there are 
more spaces than ever for 
entrepreneurs to connect, 
share ideas, and learn.

City Economic Devel-
opment Administrator 
Jeff Davidson said while 
the partnerships between 
the different entities is 
loose, the city has been 
strengthening them with 
such projects as the Riv-
erfront Crossings District, 
as well as the Coralville 
and Iowa City CoLabs.

Traditionally, Davidson 
said, city officials were most 
concerned about attracting 
large companies such as 
Procter & Gamble, but said 
the city “radically changed” 
the way it attracts busi-
nesses five years ago.

Now, instead of trying to 
bring in outside employers, 
Davidson said there are two 
reasons the city is focused 
on working with the people 
who are already here.

“It creates jobs, and peo-
ple who live in Iowa City 
have residences and kids 
in the school system,” he 
said. “The second thing is 
if [the businesses] grow 
enough, they can produce 
brick and mortar busi-
nesses, which produce a 
property-tax base, which 
allows us to provide city 

services such as parks and 
police and fire.”

Allendorf said, the 
start-up economy hasn’t 
only been emerging in Io-
wa City, it has been grow-
ing nationwide for the 
past 10 to 15 years.

Before Gratzon and Me-
saros started their compa-
ny, they participated in the 
UI’s Business Model Com-
petition as well as summer 
Venture School, where they 
were awarded $3,500 and 
$3,000, respectively; oppor-
tunities, Gratzon said, pro-
vided them with access to 
mentors and helped them 
connect with people.

“The university is the 
most extraordinary advan-
tage that any place in this 
country can have,” David-
son said. “There are 50 or 

55 major research universi-
ties in the country, and we 
have two of them in Iowa.”

The main start-ups cre-
ated in Iowa City have to 
do with education or medi-
cine technology, Nolte said; 
however, food start-ups are 
fairly common as well.

Almost 100 percent of 
tofu consists of soybeans, 
with the only other ingredi-
ents being water and salts, 
such as magnesium chlo-

ride or calcium sulfate.
Therefore, using local, 

high-quality soybeans and 
reverse osmosis water, the 
main draw of their product, 
Gratzon said, will be its lo-
cal source and quality.

“We really want to find 
what people are looking for 
and produce it for them in a 
way it can be a part of their 
community and not just be 
something they buy at the 
grocery store,” he said.

“It started as a joke,” 
she said. “How we could 
turn breakfast into a 
dessert? Because Blue-
bird eggs are our signa-
ture item, the first thing 
on the menu.”

The judges said they 
decided in favor of Blue-
bird partly because of its 
creativity.

Though it didn’t re-
sult in an award, Italian 
restaurant Baroncini al-
so sought creativity in 
its dish. As a Blue Zone 
designated restaurant 
— identified by the Iowa 
City Chamber of Com-
merce as a promoter 
of good health — Bar-
oncini chefs brought a 
health-conscious dish to 
the competition.  

They chose “ravio-
li stuffed with porci-
ni mushroom and goat 
cheese in a light tomato 
sauce with crystalized 
sprouts.”

“The Blue Zone want-
ed us to partake, so 
we brought a vegetar-
ian dish,” said Jessica 

Pease of Baroncini. “We 
can promote a health-
ier lifestyle while still 
providing delicious food. 
Hopefully, it’ll get a lot of 
people in the door.” 

Attracting new patrons 
seemed to be a common 
theme for many partici-
pants. The Mill bar and 
restaurant took the op-
portunity to test one of 
a dozen new cocktails 
that will be unveiled 
on its menu today, the 
Fitzgerald, the event’s 
winning drink. All of the 
Mill’s new spring drinks 
are named after famous 
writers.

“The Fitzgerald is a 
standard cocktail, and 
we twisted it by adding 
sparkling lemon juice 
instead of regular lem-
on and rosemary simple 
syrup instead of regu-
lar,” said Rebecca Geis-
sel, a Mill bartender. 
“We chose this one be-
cause it’s our most popu-
lar this time of year. It’s 
really light and refresh-
ing for people who like 
to sit on the patio and 
drink.”

Light and refreshing 
seemed to be the night’s 
key ingredient; in their 

first year competing as 
partners, Molly’s Cup-
cakes and Yotopia Fro-
zen Yogurt prepared 
a froyo sandwich, new 
lavender blueberry froyo 
between two soft lemon 
cookies, topped with fro-
zen blueberries.

The classic flavors may 

not have won them an 
award, but they’re hope-
ful the new spring froyo 
flavor will bring people 
to the shop.

Using Top Chef as a 
means of attracting new 
patrons doesn’t seem to 
be a bad idea, at least ac-
cording to attendee Ang-

ie Breitsprecher.
“I like supporting 

the local restaurants 
and trying restaurants 
I may not usually try, 
ones I may not neces-
sarily go to but now I 
can try them and maybe 
go there in the future,” 
she said.

Judge’s Choice
Entrée
Third: Share Wine Lounge’s Seared 
Smoked Duck
Second: Short’s Burger & Shine/
RIDE’s Short Rib Poutine
First: El Banditos Short Rib Tacos
Mixologist
Second: Basta’s Basta Tea Party
First: Mill’s Fitzgerald
Dessert 
Bluebird Diner’s Cakey, Cakey, 
Eggs, and Bakey
Barista
First (tied): Java House’s Berry 
Coffee Frizz
First (tied): High Ground Coffee’s 
Black Coffee

People’s Choice

Entrée
Third: Heirloom Salad Co.’s Chicken 
Salad Sandwich with apricot 
lentil soup
Second: Short’s Burger & Shine/
RIDE’s Short Rib Poutine
First: El Banditos’s Short Rib Tacos
Mixologist
Second (tied): Graze’s The Spa-tini
Second (tied): Forbidden Planet’s 
Resident Evil
First: Mill’s Fitzgerald
Dessert 
Pullman Bar and Diner’s Nutella Pie

A voter at Top Chef Iowa City fills out his ballot in hotelVitro on Monday. Many local restaurants showcased their food and specialty 
drinks at the event. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

Last I heard, Rep. Lou-
ie Gohmert is not run-
ning for president. I’m 
pretty sure that you’re 
all, no matter on which 
side of the aisle you live, 
or on which of all the 
various angles of the 
metaphorical aisle you 
breathe, are breathing a 
sigh of “Who?”

Gohmert once became 
famous for accusing 
Attorney General Eric 
Holder of “casting asper-
sions on my asparagus.” 
This, in relation to the 
Boston Marathon bomb-
ings.

Gohmert comes from 
Texas, no surprise. If Cal-
ifornia is where Ameri-
ca is invented, Texas is 
where it devolves.

Anyway, the congress-
man that the Daily Kos 
has dubbed the dumbest 
man in Congress (how 
could they tell?) is not 
running for president be-
cause he’s bald. Or as his 
office put it:

“To more complete-
ly describe his actual 
beliefs, Congressman 
Gohmert notes the Ken-
nedy-Nixon debates 
created a line of demar-
cation beyond which 
television became the 
critical factor in being 
elected President which 
also meant there would 
be no more bald Presi-
dents in his lifetime.”

Well, fine and good, but 
we liberals will be sad if 
Gohmert doesn’t run for 
president, because he 
would give a whole new 
meaning to Gohmert pile.

And we’re kind of con-
fused about the whole 
bald thing dating back 
to the Kennedy-Nixon 
debate. I mean, neither 
Kennedy nor Nixon was 
bald. Not to split hairs or 
anything. 

Of course, pretty much 
anything (or everything) 
about Congress is con-
fusing. 

That aisle (speaking of 
isles) in Congress is pret-
ty much like the aisle of 
“Lost,” only without the 
pretty faces. And the 
time travel (although, 
given congressional trav-
el budgets …). And the 
interested people who 
tune in each week, or 
whenever.

The aisles in Congress 
include our own Rep. 
Dave Loebsack, D-Io-
wa,  who has voted both 
for the GOP bill sup-
porting the Keystone XL 
pipline and for the GOP 
bill for loosening restric-
tions on Wall Street. 
Yeah, I know; you and I 
thought we were voting 
for a Democrat. Not so 
much. But that’s Con-
gress these days.

The old joke (which 
comes from comic genius 
Will Rogers, who hails 
not only from before your 
time, but before my time, 
which I guess means 
he hails from the Pleis-
tocene or something). 
Anyway, back at the old 
joke, Rogers once said: I 
don’t belong to any orga-
nized political party. I’m 
a Democrat.

True in his day. True 
these days. But now, also 
true about the Republi-
can Congress.

I mean, who’s in 
charge? Or, to delve into 
another old joke, Who’s 
on first? (No, who’s on 
third. It’s Abbott and 
Costello from many de-
cades ago. Maybe the 
Pleistocene.)

There was the Home-
land Security fracas, on 
which the GOP ultimately 
capitulated. There was the 
letter to Iran (who writes 
letters these days? That 
seems so Pleistocene), 
which wound up drawing 
criticism from almost ev-
erywhere, even from some 
Republican circles (you 
didn’t know Republicans 
could draw circles, did 
you). There is the GOP 
“budget,” which employs 
the George W. Bush trick 
of not busting the bud-
get by putting billions of 
defense spending off the 
books. Or something.

Could we go back to 
the Gohmert presidential 
campaign? Otherwise, 
we’re lost in the aisles.

    THE DAILY IOWAN     DAILYIOWAN.COM      TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 20154

W hat is the first thing that comes to mind when 
you think of a threat to the United States? 
Your answer would likely consist of fears from 

terrorist groups such as ISIS, or perhaps you would 
mention leaders from countries who have shown their 
distaste for American foreign policy — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin might be somewhere toward the 
top alongside Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad.

But it wasn’t Putin or Assad whom Republicans 
voters feared as much as another world leader. Ac-
cording to a Reuters online poll, it’s our own president 
— Barack Obama —  whom they viewed as the more 
imminent threat, with 34 percent of those voting say-
ing his presence poses the biggest threat.

Of course, while terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda 
and ISIS polled much higher than the current U.S. 
president (43 percent and 58 percent, respectively) it is 
still quite jarring to see the name of our own president 
toward the top of a list of potential threats to America.

Here lies the deeper issue of the world of American 
politics. A considerable number of Americans criticize 
a gridlocked Congress for not working together to 
pass needed legislation while simultaneously clinging 
to a one-sided political agenda at home, refusing to 
acknowledge or even trust those with opposing view-
points. Also in the Reuters polling, 27 percent of Re-
publicans view Democrats as a threat, and 22 percent 
of Democrats view Republicans as one. 

Partisan members of both parties who view the world 
as black and white, good guys versus bad guys, who’s 
right and who’s wrong — these folks live in a dream 
world that is further justified by news networks. It 

isn’t the people themselves to blame. People are taught 
what to believe by their parents, who were taught by 
their parents, and so on. But thoughts, ideas, beliefs 
systems, can easily be perpetuated even further by be-
hind the TV screen. It’s the mainstream media that are 
to blame for the fearmongering that exists.

Today more than ever this is the case with cable news 
networks in the United States by both industry leaders 
in Fox News and CNN. Both networks were founded 
by media moguls with their own political ideologies. A 
right-wing Rupert Murdoch created the standard at 
Fox News and a left-leaning Ted Turner developed the 
model at CNN. These channels have preserved their 
politics to appeal to their respective viewership.

Even though Fox has reigned at the top of the ca-
ble-news circuit in ratings for more than 150 consecu-
tive months, its viewership has still fallen, as has that 
of CNN and MSNBC, which exchange blows monthly 
for the No. 2 spot in the commercial news category. 
How do these news outlets increase a viewership that 
is quickly declining?

They discuss the negative. They discuss the scan-
dals. What’s up with Obama’s birth certificate? Where 
are Hillary Rodham Clinton’s private emails? And did 
you know that Ted Cruz is actually Canadian, eh? The 
focus on these “scandals,” which usually end up be-
ing blown out of all reasonable proportion, leads to a 
political atmosphere in which the prevailing attitude 
is distrust. When a third of one party thinks the pres-
ident of an opposing party is an imminent threat to 
the country, there’s not much room in their heads for 
compromise.
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Those eagerly awaiting 
the presidential debates in 
the fall were provided with 
a preview last week. The 
Senate floor was trans-
formed into a political 
boxing ring with several 
notable candidates trying 
to score points. 

Marco Rubio, Rand 
Paul, Ted Cruz, and Lind-
sey Graham divided them-
selves into two camps 
regarding a proposal by 
Rubio to increase defense 
spending by tens of billions 
of dollars. Paul lambast-
ed the idea because the 
spending was not offset 
by complementary budget 
cuts. Contrarily, the others 
endorsed the amendment. 

With a public debt of 
more than $18 trillion, ev-
ery American carries near-

ly $57,000 on their heads. 
The federal budget is bloat-
ed and impossible to sus-
tain. It’s inconceivable to 
imagine how “fiscal conser-
vatives” could propose any 
spending without at least 
identifying offsets. Paul ex-
pressed his frustration to 
Politico in saying, “I think 
it was irresponsible and 
dangerous … and an incon-
sistent theme for anybody 
who wants to say that they 
are concerned about debt.”

Paul failed to persuade 
both parties as Democrats 
and Republicans voted al-
most unanimously against 
his attempt to balance the 
defense hike. 

While the sentiment of 
making “tough choices” is 
one expressed by virtually 
every politician, it is hardly 
ever fulfilled. In the age of 
career politicians, the first 
thought after securing a 
position is thinking about 
how to hold on to it. They 
have become remarkably 
successful at doing this. 
Members of Congress have 
a 90 percent re-election 
rate. 

It is flash that wins elec-
tions, not moral respon-
sibility. The Republicans 
criticize the Democrats for 
baiting Americans with 
attractive social programs. 
This divide, however, high-
lights that conservatives 
are also tempted to use the 
same tactics with issues 
that appeal to their base, 
such as defense. Building 
jets and tanks fires up 
crowds. Cutting spending 
isn’t sexy. Paul touched 
on this best when he said, 
“They went the easy way.” 

This lack of fiscal con-
sciousness is the reason 
both parties have con-
tributed to the colossal 
amount of debt and social 
programs with obligations 
that will never be paid off.  

Perhaps a solution to 
this problem lies in term 
limits. The 22nd Amend-
ment to the Constitution 
placed a two-term limit 
on the executive branch, 
yet this does not exist for 
Congress. An individual 
cannot remain president 
for more than two terms. 
If members of Congress 

were limited to two terms 
as well, they might have 
more of an incentivize 
to act on the big picture 
interests of the country 
rather than using their 
position to strengthen 
their next re-election 
campaign. While this 
solution has been postu-
lated several times, mem-
bers of Congress are not 
keen to place limits on 
their political careers for 
obvious reasons.

Rubio is accurate in 
that “the national secu-
rity of our country is the 
predominant obligation 
of the federal branch of 
the government.” With 
the rise of radical Islamic 
extremists, the necessity 
for military dominance 
couldn’t be greater. De-
spite this, borrowing more 
money, given the coun-
try’s financial situation, is 
irresponsible. As the 2016 
election approaches, we 
must consider which of 
the candidates will truly 
practice what they preach 
and look out for Ameri-
can’s long-term interests.

Neither party is ‘fiscally responsible’

Political atmosphere of distrust

On March 24, German-
wings flight 9525 flying 
from Barcelona, Spain, 
to Düsseldorf, Germa-
ny, crashed into an area 
near Seyne-les-Alpes, 
France. Its 144 passen-
gers and six crewmem-
bers onboard are all pre-
sumed dead. 

Transponder data from 
the plane shows that 
someone inside the cock-
pit reprogrammed the 
autopilot to change alti-
tude from 38,000 feet to 
100 feet, when the pilot 
left his seat to use the 
bathroom. The person be-
lieved to be responsible 
for this is the 27-year-old 
co-pilot of the flight, An-
dreas Lubitz, a former 
resident of Montabaur, 
Germany, who has been 
described in a CNN re-

port as perfectly normal 
and whose only distin-
guishing characteristic is 
his passion for flying. 

There has been plenty 
of speculation regarding 
Lubitz’s motives for this 
tragic mass murder-sui-
cide. There have been re-
ports of vision problems 
he has had in the recent 
past, in which doctors 
have deemed him unfit 
to work. Coverage on this 
has been so meticulous 
that it is as if his prob-
lematic eye hopped out of 
his skull, locked the cock-
pit door, then pointed the 
aircraft toward the Alps, 
but it became known 
that this apparent vision 
problem was diagnosed 
as possibly psychosomat-
ic. 

So naturally, specu-
lation has shifted from 
vision issues to his ap-
parent history of mental 
illness. According to a 
CNN report, he received 
psychotherapy for sui-
cidal tendencies before 
the start of his career in 
aviation. This psychologi-
cal factor to his character 

gives us the portrait of a 
possibly deeply troubled 
man, allowing us room 
for sympathy. Though 
all evidence at this point 
tells us he intentionally 
ended 149 innocent lives, 
he is still seen as human 
in the media. 

Though, what if he was 
a brown, bearded man? 
Would he be attributed 
the same humanist at-
tention and scrutiny to 
the mentality that fu-
eled the act or intention 
behind the act? I believe 
not, and that accusa-
tions of terrorism would 
be rampant in Western 
media, because Western 
media fetishize the jihad-
ist, the terrorist, and the 
bearded Muslim. The in-
dividual would become a 
symbol for the perceived 
violent and fundamental 
Middle East and would 
further discredit the Is-
lamic religion for West-
ern audiences, emphasiz-
ing the bearded Muslim 
as the enemy and as a 
manifestation of evil. 
The term “terrorist” was 
created to describe the 

enemy and to dehuman-
ize the enemy, because 
the enemy can never be 
human.

I sincerely believe that 
the reason that this trag-
edy is such a shock to 
Americans and Europe-
ans simply because this 
act was perpetrated by a 
white, non-Muslim Euro-
pean. In the Western con-
sciousness, people such 
as Lubitz should not be 
capable of such violence. 
Instead of acknowledging 
this, we dig for answers 
such as mental instabili-
ty, and the act of digging 
for these answers is an 
act of empathy through 
attempting to under-
stand or rationalize ac-
tions such as Lubitz’s. 

The question I’m left 
with is why are we, as 
Westerners, incapable 
of the same empathy for 
individuals outside of 
Western culture commit-
ting these same acts of 
violence, of similar scale 
and of similar malice? Or, 
more importantly, could 
we benefit on a global 
scale from it?

 Judging a mass killer depends on race
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• Biology Master Thesis Seminar, Kristina Ottens, 9 a.m., B20 
Biology Building
• Physiology Seminar, Dennis Discher, 9:30 a.m., 5-669 Bowen
• Biochemistry Workshop/Ph.D. Defense Seminar, Yuan 
Pan, 12:30 p.m., 283 Eckstein
• Operator Theory Seminar, Sergii Bezuglyi, 1:30 p.m., 309 
Van Allen 
• Math Physics Seminar, Wayne Polyzou, 2:30 p.m., 309 
Van Allen
• Microbiology Seminar, Pradeep Singh, 3 p.m., Bowen Watzke 
Auditorium 
• “Pneumopoesis: Breathing and Literary Form in the 
Middle Ages,”  Ruth Evans, 3:30 p.m., 304 EPB

• 2015 Hitchcock Lecture, Deepa Kumar, 4 p.m., 40 Schaeffer
• Ha Na Song, piano, 6 p.m., University Capitol Center Recital Hall
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Ander Monson & Rachel Yoder, 
nonfiction, Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Ryan Standfest, visiting artist in printmaking, 7:30 p.m., 116 
Art Building West
• Joseph Stiefel, piano, 8 p.m., University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Size up your situation, and make an 
educated guess at the best route to take. Sitting still and waiting for 
someone else to make a move will not help you get closer to your goal. 
Do your own thing and make it count.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Not everything will be crystal clear. Dig 
deep, and find out what everyone wants. Listen and learn. Move in a di-
rection that interests you. Don’t let mundane jobs take up all your time; 
do something that appeals to you. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Present what you have to offer. The moves 
you make will help you get your way. A partner will show greater inter-
est and contribute to something that means a lot to you. A competitive 
challenge will end up in your favor.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t take your eye off the ball. As soon as 
you let down your guard, someone will step in and take over. You have 
to use your imagination and stay ahead of any competition you face. 
Don’t give in to pressure. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Do something to update your image or to make 
what you have to offer more appealing. Use your insight, knowledge, 
and skills to get what you want. A self-confident attitude will lead to 
victory. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Emotions will surface, putting you in an 
awkward position. Look at the big picture, and you’ll get a better idea 
what to do next. Love is highlighted, and making a romantic gesture 
will improve your personal life. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You’ll be tempted to take a risk or to get 
involved in something that will cause problems at home. Think before 
you take a leap of faith and follow someone who is offering something 
that sounds too good to be true. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A challenge will get you heading in a new 
direction. Consider ways that you can use your skills and talent to bring 
in extra cash. A partnership with someone with a lot to offer will result 
in greater cash flow.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Take on whatever comes your way. 
Your ability to challenge and compete with anyone who tries to match 
what you have to offer will lead you to the winner’s circle. Changes at 
home will be in your best interest.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put your money in a safe place. Build 
your assets, and protect your possessions. Focus on self- and home 
improvements, not on trying to change others. Stick close to home, and 
be conservative in your approach to helping others.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take a look back, attend a reunion, or 
just get together with someone you haven’t seen for a long time. Your 
memories will be a reminder of what you wanted to aspire to. It’s never 
too late to begin something new. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Focus on learning, sharing information, 
and visiting people who can help you get ahead. Refrain from taking 
on too much or offering to help someone else when you should try to 
make your own dreams come true. Invest in your future. 

8 a.m.-9 a.m. Morning Drive
9 a.m.-10 a.m. Ian and Abby Show
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Michael Minus Andrew
12 p.m.-1 p.m. MLB Preview
1 p.m.-2 p.m. Chicago Rundown
2 p.m.-4 p.m. The Soul Kitchen
4 p.m.-5 p.m. Crowe’s Nest
5 p.m. KRUI News
6 p.m.-8 p.m. Key of Kate
8 p.m.-10 p.m. The Dude’s Vinyl
10 p.m.-Midnight Local Tunes

Moments from 
a totally stable 

marraige:
Her: How are you such a 
horrible spouse?!

Me: I’m not gonna lie; it takes 
some forethought. Do you think 
I just wake up in the morning a 
horrible husband? HELL NO. I 
go right back to sleep instead of 
doing anything that would help 
you around the house. 

Her: Are you having a REESE’S 
EGG for BREAKFAST?!

Me: Don’t be silly. I’m having 
an energy drink for breakfast. 
The Reese’s Egg is just a pre-
breakfast snack.

Her: Of course you are. 

Her: Do you really need people 
to run trivia? I guess maybe I 
could do a night a week. How 
much would I make?

Me: $60 per night. So like twice 
as much as you’d make stripping. 

Me: Are you upset with me 
today?

Her: I feel like you’ve been 
purposefully pushing my 
buttons.

Me: Yeah, OK, a little bit. Can 
I do anything to de-press your 
buttons?

Her: You’ve depressed me plenty 
enough today, thanks.

Me: Honey, I love you.

Her: That’s fine, but you don’t 
need to eat any more pie tonight. 

Andrew R. Juhl does, despite all evi-
dence to the contrary, love his wife.

We must use time as a tool, not as a couch.
— John F. Kennedy
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Should the Hawks 
manage to get the bats 
moving more consis-
tently in addition to the 
great pitching they’ve 
had, it would put the 
Hawks in the upper-ech-
elon of legitimate Big 
Ten contenders. 

Fielding Percentage: 
.983 in 2015, .972 in 
2014 

An Iowa infield that 
lost a quality defensive 
shortstop in Jake Ya-
cinich after last season 
has not missed a beat so 
far this season. 

In addition to fielding 
percentage, the Hawks 
have the fewest errors 
committed (15) in the Big 

Ten, and they have been 
dominant at preventing 
base runners from advanc-
ing after they reach first.

Tied with Michigan for 
fewest stolen bases against 
(10), the Hawkeyes have 
really limited the easy 
runs they give up. 

Follow @ryanarod 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa baseball team.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

NOTEBOOK
CONTINUED FROM 8

BETULIUS
CONTINUED FROM 8

6 SPORTS

His rise continued 
with a ninth-place finish 
and honorable-mention 
All American honors in 
the 100 backstroke his 
sophomore year. 

Betulius’ junior and 
senior seasons may not 
have gone according to 
plan, but his focus was 
never individual. 

Scoring points for his 
team was all that mattered. 

“He’s the kind of swim-
mer you model a program 
after,” former teammate 
Gianni Sesto said.  

“I’m not going to sum 
this season up with 
someone who’s a couple 
tenths off here or there. 
That’s ridiculous,” Long 
said. “Grant’s been such 
a huge part of our pro-
gram as we’ve gotten 
better and better.” 

The Hawkeyes sent 
five athletes to the 
NCAA Championship 
meet this season, which 
Long said was the larg-
est number of Hawkeye 
swimmers since Glenn 
Patton, the Iowa swim-
ming coach with the 
most wins, was at the 
helm of the program. 

Two of those athletes 
owe their NCAA Cham-
pionship bids, at least in 
part, to Betulius. 

Sophomore Jackson 
Halsmer and fresh-
man Jerzy Twarowski 
both went to the NCAA 
Championships on the 
200- and 400-medley 
relays. At least once 
during the season, both 
of those relays saw Bet-
ulius post backstroke 
splits that were compet-
itive nationally. 

He believed he could 
claim Big Ten and NCAA 
titles in the 100 back-
stroke. Those titles were 

not out of the question for 
a swimmer with his skills. 

Although those hopes 
weren’t met, he rewrote 
the Hawkeye record 
book numerous times 
over the course of his ca-
reer and over the course 
of this season. 

He might not have fin-
ished the job, but he plans 
to continue training for a 
chance to make the Olym-
pic Trials in 2016. 

“It’s disappointing, but 
I don’t think I’m done 
swimming,” Betulius said.  

He was more than just 
a step in the right direc-
tion for a program that 
is moving toward rele-
vance again. His career 
was a stride that left Io-
wa much better than it 
was five seasons ago.

Follow @IanFromIo-
wa on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa swim-
ming and diving team.

“It’s like Field of 
Dreams,” Long said. “Peo-
ple don’t know this is here.” 

The meet went off 
without much of a hitch, 

and the reviews of the 
facilities were gener-
ally positive. The meet 
was sold out roughly six 
weeks in advance, and 
that attendance was pal-
pable all weekend.

Boschult places 10th on 
the 10 meter

Junior Addison Bo-
schult finished second 
in the consolation fi-
nals, and 10th overall, 
in the platform diving on 
March 28. 

Boschult, a former 
walk-on, had never been 
on a platform prior to 
coming to Iowa. He gar-

nered honorable mention 
All-American honors 
in the event. Boschult, 
however, had higher ex-
pectations; he believes 
he is talented enough 
to be diving at night for 
All-American status. 

“It feels really good to 
score points for the team, 
but just the experience 
was awesome,” he said. “I 
wish I could be in the fi-
nal, and I feel that I have 
the ability to be there. 
That’s kind of rough, but 
I guess I can use that as 
motivation for next year.” 

Texas wins number 11
Head coach Eddie Re-

ese, who has coached the 
Longhorns to all of their  
national title, won’t have 
to worry about what to 
do now that he has run 
out of fingers. 

“I’ve got 10 rings from 
winning 10 champion-
ships. I have no clue 
where they are,” Reese 
said. “My grandchildren 

know where they are 
because they play with 
them or used to.”

Reese credited the 
number of titles he has 
won to his age, not to any 
secret as a coach. 

“The number of titles 
just means I’m old,” he 
said. 

There may be one se-
cret the coach isn’t shar-
ing, however. The Long-
horns dominated the 100 
butterfly at the meet, 
placing six swimmers in 
the championship final 
of the event. 

Texas swimmers fin-
ished first, second, third, 
fourth, sixth, and eighth 
in the event to score 92 
points, almost the full 
points difference be-
tween the Longhorns 
and the second-place 
California. 

Cordes four-peats in 
100 breaststroke

Arizona senior Kevin 
Cordes, the American re-
cord holder in the event, 
won his fourth-consec-

utive 100 breaststroke 
title, making him just 
the third swimmer ever 
to four-peat in the event. 
He joins Brendan Han-
sen of Texas and Steve 
Lundquist of Southern 
Methodist in doing so. 

“I went out and raced, 
did what I had to do to-
night,” Cordes said. “I 
knew it was going to be 
difficult. I knew I was go-
ing to have to give it my 
best and just go out there 
and race and compete.” 

Cordes touched out in 
50.25 to win the title. 
Nic Fink of Georgia was 
second in 51.08. Cordes 
later lost to Will Licon of 
Texas in the 200 breast-
stroke. Had he won the 
200, Cordes would have 
completed his NCAA 
breaststroke career un-
defeated in title races. 

Follow @IanFromIo-
wa on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa swim-
ming and diving team.

Members of the Longhorn swimming team hold up Hook ’em Horns signs after winning the NCAA Championships in the Campus 
Recreation & Wellness Center on March 28. Texas won the meet with a score of 528 points. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)
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Someone in the media area at the 
NCAA Championships this past week-
end joked that the Campus Recreation 
& Wellness Center Natatorium should 
be called “The House Paul Gordon Built.” 

Gordon was a member of the 200- 
and 400-freestyle relays that won 
Iowa’s last Big Ten titles, in 2012. If 
Gordon built the Rec Center pool, he 
only laid the foundation. 

Although it didn’t meet his expecta-
tions, Grant Betulius put up at least 
one wall to Iowa’s program. His senior 
season, which began with much prom-
ise, did not end the way he had hoped. 

He held the No. 2 time in the na-
tion in the 100 backstroke through 
the conference-meet season. Howev-
er, Betulius did not equal his perfor-
mance at the Big Ten or NCAA Cham-
pionship meets. 

But through a five-year career at 
Iowa that saw the Hawkeyes host two 
Big Ten Championship meets and the 
men’s NCAA Championships this sea-

son, the graduating Betulius has left 
his mark on the program. 

Records in the 100 and 200 back-
strokes, and a member of record-set-
ting 200- and 400-medley relays, are 
only part of the legacy he leaves. 

Betulius was recruited as a Hawkeye 
after blooming late in his high-school 

career to win an Illinois state title in 
the 100 backstroke.

“When he came on his recruiting trip, 
we were in the Field House,” head coach 
Marc Long said. “We couldn’t even talk 
about things that were happening here.”

By RYAN RODRIGUEZ
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

The Iowa baseball team is rolling along nicely, fresh 
off of a three-game sweep of conference big shot Indi-
ana at Banks Field.

And with the season less than halfway over, the 
Hawkeyes are on pace for 37 wins, which would eclipse 
their 30 wins last season. 

Should the Hawks hit that projected 37-win plateau, 
it would be the most wins for an Iowa team since Duane 
Banks’ 1990 squad finished first in the Big Ten with 38 wins.

So what has changed through 26 games for this 
year’s squad and the team that had such a breakout 
season in 2014?  

Team Batting: .271 in 2015, .296 in 2014
While the Hawks have enough offensive firepower to 

get the job done on most days, their team batting aver-
age (.271), team slugging percentage (.359), and team 
on-base percentage (.355) are all down significantly 
from a year ago.

It’s a surprising trend, given some of the gaudy run 
totals the team has put on the board through its first 
25 games. However, it’s one that many around the 
team expect to pick up soon enough.

For the most part, many of the games the Hawks 
have played this year have been outside in conditions 
not exactly conducive to hitting. 

  Once the season moves later into the spring, warm 
weather and quality playing conditions should help 
boost an Iowa offense that has looked to find consis-
tent footing so far.

A team with great plate discipline, the Hawkeyes al-
so have the second-lowest strikeout total (134) of any 
team in the conference.

Team ERA:  2.34 in 2015, 4.34 in 2014
If these numbers don’t make it obvious, then noth-

ing will.  The Hawks have cut their ERA nearly in half 
and are at or near the top in almost every pitching 
category imaginable. 

So the short answer to the question “How has Iowa 
managed to win so many games this year?” is simple: 
Pitching.

  Second in ERA, second in opposing batting average 
(.225), and lowest in hits allowed (170), Iowa’s pitch-
ing staff has seen dramatic turnaround from a year 
ago, when the offense carried the day while the pitch-
ing struggled near the bottom of the conference.

SPORTS
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COMMENTARY NOTEBOOK

Baseball winning arms race
What is behind the Iowa baseball team’s historic season? The numbers provide a closer look.

Kristen East/The Daily Iowan

A year’s difference
The Iowa baseball team is o to a historic start 
this year after sweeping Indiana in Iowa City. 
Statistics provide a look at the improving team.

2014 2015

Team
Batting

Team
ERA

Fielding
Percentage

.296 .271

4.34 2.34

.972 .983

Note: The 2014 statistics represent the average for last season while
the 2015 statistics are the average for this season’s games through Sunday.

A legacy in the Hawkeye waters
Iowa swimmer Grant Betulius was a step in the right direction for the Iowa swimming and diving program.

Ian Murphy
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

Texas won its 11th men’s NCAA 
swimming title on March 28 in dom-
inant fashion, but there were several 
other story lines from the meet. 

On hosting the meet
Iowa head coach Marc Long said the 

NCAA Championships marked an excel-
lent chance to showcase Iowa City and 
the pool at the Campus Recreation & 
Wellness Center, which opened in 2010. 
He said he hopes the meet broke peo-
ple’s stereotypes of Iowa and Iowa City. 

Around the 
swimming 
NCAAs 

The men’s NCAA 
Championships wrapped 
up on March 28 at the 
Campus Recreation 
& Wellness Center 
Natatorium. 

Iowa senior Grant Betulius competes in the 100 backstroke in the 2014 Black and Gold Intrasquad meet on Oct. 11, 
2014, in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center. Betulius came in first with a time of 49.81 seconds. (The Daily 
Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa center fielder Eric Toole hits against Indiana at Banks Field on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Hoosiers, 10-6, to sweep the three-game series. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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