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SEE CAFÉ, 3A

The state Board of Regents meets in the IMU Main Lounge on Wednesday. The regents met to discuss the future of the public universities in the state. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)

Agape Café provides warm 
environment for the homeless and 
those in-need in Iowa City.
By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Every Wednesday morning, Agape Café opens for just 
an hour and half in Old Brick.

The donor-funded initiative, 26 E. Market St., is in 
its 22nd year, and it provides restaurant-style service 
to those who are homeless or in-need from 7-8:30 a.m. 

Guests can look at and order from menus placed on 
tables that are set with tablecloths, silverware, and 
centerpieces.

“The idea is that people can choose from a menu, 
and just having that choice is part of having dignity,” 

Special café opens its arms in IC

Iowa City resident Elsie Jones drinks coffee at Old Brick on Wednesday. Every Wednesday morning, 
Agape Café offers free breakfast for the homeless and hungry. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

Aiding int’l 
students 
legally

Searching for the 
next UI president

By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

The search for the next University of Iowa president 
will soon be in full swing. 

Jean Robillard, the UI vice president for Medical Af-
fairs and head of the Presidential Search Committee, 
announced at the state Board of Regents meeting in Io-
wa City on Wednesday that the panel would have its 
first meeting on March 25.

It will be primarily an organizational meeting allowing 

the 21-member committee to establish a schedule. The 
meeting will be open to the public. 

Regent President Bruce Rastetter said the commit-
tee’s first official meeting with Parker Executive Search 
— a firm the regents hired whose duty is to define the 
goals of the search, develop specifications for the pres-
idential position, create a timeline, and be heavily in-
volved in the interview process — will mostly likely take 
place in late April or early May.

SEE SEARCH, 3A

SEE SERVICES, 3A

Student Legal Services 
reaches out to 
international students.

By LI DAI
li-dai@uiowa.edu

A new program from University of Io-
wa Student Legal Services is trying to aid 
international students in understanding 
their rights while living in Iowa.

Because international students 
are often unfamiliar with U.S. laws, 
the university started the program 
to inform students of their rights.

“In the past year, our office has 
begun presenting at International 
Student Orientation to inform in-
ternational students about crimi-
nal and driving laws in Iowa,” said 
Christopher Malloy, the supervising 
attorney of Student Legal Services.

Student Legal Services consists of 
two full-time, licensed, and practicing 
attorneys, as well as legal interns, a 
legal secretary, and student directors.  

The service provides legal advice 
to UI students for free but charges 
students small fees if the attorneys 
represent them in court.

He also said the service has giv-
en presentations on landlord and 
tenant law so students can be better 
informed when renting an apart-
ment, because it is a common issue 
for students to have, whether or not 
they are international students.

“In our presentations, we dis-
cuss the laws that students gener-
ally come in to contact with most 
frequently,” Malloy said. “We try to 

Locals grab their parchment 
and quills to lure the Harry 
Potter author to campus. 
Read more about the
letter-writing campaign in 
this week’s 80 Hours.

ACCIO
J.K. ROWLING

IT’S TIME.
SPORTS.

The UI Presidential Search Committee and search firm will soon start combing through 
candidates for the next university president. 





“We’re more comfort-
able because we’ve had 
two successful searches 
with [Parker Executive 
Search], so we think 
that’s really critical 
that we follow a path 
that we’ve been suc-
cessful at in the past,” 
Rastetter said.

The regents an-
nounced they had cho-
sen Parker in mid-Feb-
ruary. Its contract is set 
at $200,000, more than 
twice the amount the 
regents paid the same 
firm for its searches at 
Iowa State University 
and the University of 
Northern Iowa. 

The $200,000 does not 
include expenses associat-
ed with the search outside 
of Parker’s assistance.

But to the regents, the 
price shouldn’t be the focus. 

“You can’t just look at 
the fees,” said Bob Don-
ley, the executive direc-
tor of the regents. 

He said it was import-
ant to consider the dif-
ference between the con-
tract amounts in context.

“Not all of the search 
firms that presented to 

us, I believe, are capable 
to doing the job,” he said.

Donley noted that 
Parker has worked with 
several other universi-
ties and colleges in the 
state.

“They understand Io-
wa; they understand 
the culture, and as 
[Rastetter] just said, 
have undergone two 
very successful search-
es,” he said.

Both Rastetter and 
Donley said the search 
firm was the only option 
that named a definite fee 
as opposed to one based 
on a percentage of the 
new president’s salary. 

Rastetter estimated 
there were initially ap-
proximately 80 appli-
cants for the ISU presi-
dential search and about 
60 for the UNI’s. 

“We hope we have as 
many candidates as pos-
sible to sort through,” 
Rastetter said.

He said he expects 
about one dozen con-
fidential interviews to 
take place in June, and 
then the three to four 
finalists will interview 
again in July.

But Regent Ruth Har-
kin expressed concern 
that, in the past, the 
firm hadn’t provided the 

number of finalists the 
regents wanted.

“One of the things in 
a couple of prior search-
es that we’ve had is the 
search committee or the 
board membership had 
asked the search firm 
to come forward with a 
certain number of can-

didates,” she said. “And 
I think in the last two 
searches, maybe more 
than that, really, they 
didn’t come up with that 
number of candidates.”

But Rastetter defend-
ed the firm, saying can-
didates chose to drop 
out because they did 

not want to make their 
names public for fear 
or losing their jobs and 
leadership positions 
elsewhere.

After the commit-
tee choses the final-
ists, Rastetter said, the 
goal is to bring them to 
campus during the first 

week of the fall session. 
“We need to bring 

the candidates to cam-
pus when campus re-
turns in the fall and 
the community is here 
for those public town-
hall meetings that 
each of the finalists 
will have,” he said.

emphasize how to avoid 
legal problems from the 
beginning, but we also 
talk about what to do if 

you find yourself in a le-
gal dispute.” 

He said the presenta-
tions serve two purposes: 
to educate new students 
about Iowa laws and to 
let them know that Stu-
dent Legal Services ex-
ists so if they do have 

problems, they know the 
resource is there.

“I don’t think what 
Student Legal Services 
is doing is necessarily 
new, but the new direc-
tor, Chris, has been mak-
ing a concerted effort 
to focus on educational 

services for internation-
al students,” said Lee 
Seedorff, the senior as-
sociate director of In-
ternational Student and 
Scholar Services.

Seedorff said Student 
Legal Services also re-
cently partnered with 

the International Stu-
dent Advisory Board 
to offer housing-rights 
workshops in the resi-
dence halls.

“I know a particular 
focus of theirs has been 
housing and ensuring that 
international students are 

aware of their rights if 
they rent a room or apart-
ment,” Seedorff said. 

She said the programs 
and online guides give 
students the power to 
ensure they are pro-
tected and not taken 
advantage of. 
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said Laura Semken, the 
volunteer coordinator, 
who referred to it as one 
of Iowa Ciy’s “best-kept 
secrets.”

Food options include 
eggs in any style, sausage 
or bacon, home fries, toast, 
and fresh fruit, as well as 
the “specials of the week,” 
which rotate among 
French toast, pancakes, 
johnnycakes, breakfast 
burritos, casserole, and 
biscuits and gravy.

Orange juice, milk, and 
coffee are provided as well. 

Semken first got in-
volved with Agape Café 20 
years ago, when she ran a 
coffee cart in the morning 
outside Old Brick. There, 
she met a previous pas-
tor of Trinity Episcopal 
Church who invited Sem-
ken inside to see what 
Agape was all about.

“She offered me the 
job right there, and I’m 
like, ‘I don’t know,’ ” said 
a giggling Semken. “So I 
came up and volunteered 
and kind of checked out 
what it all was and I 
said, ‘Yeah, sure, I’ll do 

it.’ It was fascinating.”
Not much about 

Agape Café has changed 
in its two decades of 
service; however, food 
costs have gone up in 
the past years, making 
donations vital as ever. 

“Food costs have gone 
up a great deal. Every 
year, especially this 
year, I’ve noticed that 
when people donate 
money, it’s not stretch-
ing as far,” said the Rev. 
Raisin Horn, the chap-
lain of Trinity Episco-
pal and one of the Agape 
program leaders. “We 
do get a lot of the food 

donated, but we never 
know what will show 
up; then Laura has to 
go buy food, and the dol-
lar’s not going as far.”

Agape receives about 
half of its food from Ta-
ble to Table, an organi-
zation that receives food 
about to go to waste from 
businesses such as Aldi, 
HyVee, and Casey’s. Ta-
ble to Table then distrib-
utes the food to other 
service groups. 

Bread, potatoes, and 
rolls are among the foods 
Agape typically receives 
from Table to Table, but 
occasionally eggs, milk, 

juice, meat, and syrup 
are in the mix. 

On average, the café will 
serve anywhere between 
65 to 100 people on any 
given morning. 

Since those in need often 
run out of money toward 
the end of the month, the 
last couple of Wednesdays 
are usually the busiest. 

In order to ensure great 
service  for the guests, one 
of Semken’s many jobs 
is to find volunteers who 
take the goal of the café 
as seriously as others in-
volved do, she said.

Semken finds most of 
her volunteers online 

through a website called 
VolunteerMatch, includ-
ing University of Iowa se-
nior Lauren Philipp.

“I started coming here 
as an extra-credit proj-
ect,” she said. “I found this 
place online, contacted 
Laura, and just loved it. 
I’ve been here ever since.”

“Ever since” for Philipp 
has been two years, but 
many volunteers have 
been involved for much 
longer — some for up-
wards of 10 years. 

“It’s a really special place,” 
Philipp said. “I love it. It’s 
probably one of my favorite 
things about Iowa City.”

SEARCH
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CAFÉ
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SERVICES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The IMU hosts the Board of Regents on Wednesday. Regent President Bruce Rastetter said the UI Presidential Search Committee will meet with Parker Executive 
Search in late April or early May. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

Who among us hasn’t 
sat in class led by a coura-
geous graduate student? 
They’re everywhere: in 
line at your favorite cof-
fee shop, out at your fa-
vorite bars, and behind 
your classroom podium. 

So when the Universi-
ty of Iowa charges them 
backdoor tuition through 
mandatory “fees,” it is 
both the students’ and 
teachers’ duty to march 
hand in hand in solidar-
ity against such injustice. 

But really, graduate 
student employees keep 
UI’s undergraduate pro-
grams in motion. The 
university would fold 
from the sheer number of 
undergraduates without 
the work these graduate 
students do. Some fields 
of study, such a English 
and creative writing, rely 
heavily on the graduate 
students-turned-teach-
ers. Despite this, the 
state Board of Regents 
still feels that tweaking 
mandatory fees to pay for 
ambiguous, zero-trans-
parency items is a good 
thing. 

 Tuition isn’t supposed 
to be a problem for these 
employees, yet mandato-
ry fees have been mutat-
ed into a fearsome form 
of tuition. Who could fight 
the good fight against a 
board of such utter re-
gency? COGS, the Cam-
paign to Organize Gradu-
ate Students. This union 
represents 2,300 gradu-
ate-student employees at 
the UI. Whether they’re 
leading your discussion 
sections or are teaching 
the bulk of your course, 
they have collective pow-
er through unionization.

We can all celebrate 
over COGS’s recent nego-
tiation victory for its up-
coming contract. COGS 
told the regents it wanted 
mandatory fees gone for 
workers, and the regents 
had to budge on their po-

sition. Twenty-five per-
cent of mandatory fees 
will now be paid for by 
the UI. Where the man-
datory fees actually go 
to will still be ambiguous 
and deserves further in-
vestigation.

COGS has had a very 
successful bargaining 
season, especially its re-
port, “Tuition By Anoth-
er Name: Student Fees 
Lack Transparency and 
Contribute to the Stu-
dent Debt Crisis,” which 
grabbed some traction. 

Part of the problem 
with reimbursed tuition 
and mandatory fees is 
the lack of equal applica-
tion. Some colleges, such 
as the College of Educa-
tion, increased tuition 
costs. Reimbursed tuition 
only covers what the Col-
lege of Arts and Scienc-
es charges, creating a 
higher level of entry for 
those seeking a master’s 
or doctorate degree. The 
regents have been forced 
to fold, giving those who 
are actually pursuing ed-
ucation as a career some 
relief by reimbursing all 
their tuition.

 Student debt is a big 
enough problem for those 
who spend more than 
four years in school, with-
out even mentioning be-
ing charged by their place 
of employment.

If the job market is 
hard on those with bach-
elor’s degrees, postgrad-
uate education becomes 
highly attractive to those 
who wish to be competi-
tive in the global market-
place. Why would the UI 
ever want to discourage 
such ambition with pric-
ey fees?

And so, I implore you, 
the next time you see a 
graduate student teach-
ing a class, barge into the 
classroom and throw your 
arms around her or him. 
If their students weren’t 
hugging them already, 
then it probably wasn’t 
a very good learning en-
vironment anyway. After 
all, they do a lot for us 
undergraduates. They’re 
teachers, mentors, friends, 
confidants, and support 
systems. Big brothers and 
sisters to us little fish in 
a 31,000-plus koi pond. 
They deserve our respect.
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O n Sunday, a video surfaced showing members 
of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity chant-
ing, among other things, “There will never be 

a [slur for African American} in SAE.”
Following the surfacing of the video, the national 

fraternity office made the following statement, ac-
cording to the Huffington Post: “All members have 
been suspended, and those members who are re-
sponsible for the incident may have their member-
ship privileges revoked permanently.”

Fortunately, University of Oklahoma President 
David Boren decided to take the reprimanding one 
step further on Tuesday by ordering the house to 
be closed immediately and expelling two of the stu-
dents leading the chant. 

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes that 
not only are the actions of the individual Oklahoma 
chapter shameful and abhorrent but that the pun-
ishments by the fraternity’s national office were not 
harsh enough. Furthermore, the Editorial Board 
fears that there may be a culture of fraternity-based 
prejudice that encompasses much more than the 
Oklahoma chapter.

On Tuesday, The Atlantic reported a story with 
the headline “A Brief and Recent History of Bigotry 
at Fraternities.” The article included a long list with 
just a few examples of the racism that is prevalent 
in culture around the country at fraternities.

In 2012, for example, Duke’s Kappa Sigma frater-
nity was suspended following an Asian-theme party 
that included an invitation with the intentionally 
augmented greeting, “Herro Nice Duke Peopre” and 
a meme based on a Kim Jong Il character from a 
Team America comedy movies.

It is important to note, that fraternities across the 
board do not have a culture of racism. In fact, many 
fraternities, including many present on the Univer-
sity of Iowa campus, have strong track records of 
community service. Furthermore, many students 
argue that fraternity involvement leads to a more 
complete college experience.

Yet, racism is not the only problem that faces ma-
ny fraternities. Even worse, it’s not the only problem 
facing Sigma Alpha Epsilon. In 2012, the chapter at 
the UI was suspended and the house was closed fol-
lowing instances of hazing and violations regarding 
the national fraternity’s governing rules.

While the instances are separate and undoubt-
edly unrelated, it is important to note the pattern 
of inappropriate behavior exhibited by several fra-
ternities. And while the national components of 
such fraternities usually respond swiftly with disci-
plinary action, such actions are typically not strict 
enough.

Take for example the most recent example of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Such a blatant and offensive 
example of racism resulted only in comments from 
the national offices offering suspensions and the 
mere potential that some members will have their 
membership revoked. Fortunately, the University of 
Oklahoma has a president who is intent on proving 
his efforts to counteract this racist behavior and en-
suring beyond a shadow of a doubt that Oklahoma’s 
chapter will no longer be able to make such chants.

The story of the University of Oklahoma’s chapter 
is disturbing to say the least. But the silver lining 
comes in the exposure of a flawed fraternity system 
that allows such behavior to occur in the first place.
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GUEST OPINION

During the 1964-1965 
school year, what came 
to be known as the Free 
Speech Movement be-
gan at the University of 
California, my alma ma-
ter. Students protested 
a variety of restrictions 
on their ability to ex-
press opinions, particu-
larly political opinions, 
on the campus. I’m not 
quite old enough to have 
been there for the begin-
ning of the movement, 
but when I arrived on 
the Berkeley campus 10 
years later, the spirit of 
the movement was alive 
and the changes the 
movement had achieved 
were manifest. I often 
ate my lunch or took a 
break between classes 
on Sproul Plaza, which 
was at the center of the 
Free Speech Movement’s 
protests and remained a 
daily bazaar of political 
speech. I learned a lot 
from listening to speak-
ers and participating in 
rallies on Sproul Plaza 
and count those expe-
riences as some of the 

most important of my 
college career.

Some people have 
questioned the Univer-
sity of Iowa’s commit-
ment to free speech, and 
ironically, at least to me, 
it’s because of an action 
I took. I was the guy on 
Dec. 5 who asked the 
artist to remove the stat-
ue he had placed on the 
Pentacrest. Here’s why I 
did it: It’s my job to en-
force a policy that plac-
es modest and reason-
able restrictions on the 
time, place, and manner 
of some forms of free 
expression on campus. 
More on the restrictions 
in a moment.

But first, to be clear, 
only some forms of ex-
pression are regulated. 
If you want to give a 
speech or carry a picket 
sign on the Pentacrest or 
Kautz Plaza, feel free to 
do so any time you want. 
You don’t need anyone’s 
permission. (To avoid 
disrupting classes, we do 
have a rule against us-
ing amplified sound ex-

cept between 12:20 and 
1:30 and after 4:20.)  

Now, if you want to 
place a display or a ta-
ble— or a statue, or if 
you want to hold an or-
ganized rally on the Pen-
tacrest or Kautz Plaza, 
you do need a permit. We 
want to make sure that 
two groups don’t plan to 
use the same space at 
the same time. We also 
want to make sure that 
displays won’t damage 
the landscape or build-
ings and that they don’t 
pose any safety hazards.

Here’s the thing: A per-
mit is really pretty easy 
to get. Student groups 
just fill out an Event In-
formation Form and get 
the appropriate signa-
tures (the process starts 
in room 159 IMU), and 
we’ll normally issue you 
a permit within a few 
days. Departments and 
others can contact my of-
fice directly (vp-student-
life@uiowa.edu) to start 
the process. We only very 
rarely turn down re-
quests, and— this is im-

portant—we never turn 
a request down because 
of the views that will be 
expressed. 

I do have a personal 
perspective on the De-
cember 5 statue, and it’s 
one informed by listen-
ing to dozens of black 
students tell me about 
the meaning the statue 
had for them. I’d be glad 
to share my perspective 
with you if you like, but I 
haven’t and I won’t let it 
guide my decision about 
displays on the Pen-
tacrest. 

My hair (what’s left of 
it) is a good deal shorter 
that it was when I was 
a student at Berkeley, 
and my beard is gone, 
but my commitment to 
free speech is undimin-
ished. 

The weather is warm-
ing up and I hope to 
soon see a lot of stu-
dents and others ex-
pressing their opinions, 
whatever those might 
be, on our campus.

Tom Rocklin is the UI vice president 
for Student Life.

Free speech still matters to UI

Racism in the fraternity

A new program called 
Raise the Bar has been 
introduced by the Rape 
Victims Advocacy Pro-
gram and Women’s Re-
source and Action Cen-
ter in which bar staff at 
different bars in down-
town Iowa City are be-
ing trained on ways to 
combat sexual assault. 
As most sexual assaults 
involve alcohol, this is an 
absolutely crucial step 
for bars to take. 

According to Susan 
Junis, the prevention-ed-
ucation provider at the 
RVAP, Raise the Bar 
training is now volun-
tary for bar staff. How-
ever, it has without a 

doubt proven success-
ful. “We’ve heard stories 
from both bar staff and 
patrons after a train-
ing about stopping ha-
rassing, assaultive, or 
potentially violent sit-
uation, which is really 
encouraging,” Junis said. 
With this in mind, it on-
ly makes sense that all 
bars should be required 
to participate.

Junis said that cur-
rently, RVAP and WRAC 
are not at a place in 
which they have the ca-
pacity to make Raise the 
Bar mandatory. The sim-
ple solution to this then 
is to encourage all bars 
to participate. Simply 
not doing something be-
cause it is not required 
is irresponsible. Sexual 
assault is never some-
thing to be taken light-
ly, and being trained on 
what to look for and how 
to intercede is beneficial 
in combating it. As the 
old saying goes, if you’re 

not a part of the solution, 
then you’re a part of the 
problem. 

It is also important to 
recognize that the Raise 
the Bar program is only 
one piece of the puzzle 
toward stopping sexual 
assault. It should also be 
clear that just because 
this program is being 
initiated doesn’t mean 
that there isn’t more to 
be done in stopping sex-
ual assault.

On top of going 
through the training, bar 
staff should also realize 
that there are many oth-
er ways to prevent sexu-
al assault from happen-
ing. Junis said that this 
can include having “des-
ignated staff to scan the 
environment for poten-
tially dangerous or vio-
lent situations,” because 
servers and bartenders 
are often occupied with 
serving or bartending. 

Security personnel 
are also good to have, 

because they can also 
be on the lookout for po-
tential predators. Also 
key is making sure the 
bar communicates that 
nonconsensual or ha-
rassing behavior is unac-
ceptable, which can be in 
the form of having staff 
intervene in these sit-
uations or even in post-
ers and signs. This gives 
patrons a clear idea that 
any sort of “creepy” ac-
tivity will not be toler-
ated. Last, bars need to 
communicate with each 
other. “Having bars talk 
to each other is key so 
that a perpetrator isn’t 
just kicked out of one 
place, then moves to an-
other,” Junis said.

Combating sexual as-
sault is not a difficult 
thing to do if people take 
initiative to do so. Bars 
can take a first step in 
doing this by reaching 
out and asking to par-
ticipate in the Raise the 
Bar program.

Raising the bar at the university
COLUMN

Hannah Soyer
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu

Jacob Prall
prall.jacob@gmail.com



By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Each week, The Daily 
Iowan will provide an in-
depth look at one Iowa City 
business.

Sweet Livin’ Antiques, 
Arts, & Records is locat-
ed in a plain red brick 
building. Upon entering, 
one realizes the outside 
appearance is the on-
ly thing unremarkable 
about the shop. 

Hundreds, probably even 
thousands of records are 
the first to greet customers. 
These items, along with an-
tiques, furniture, and other 
artifacts give Sweet Livin’, 
1565 S. Gilbert St., the feel 
of a museum rather than 
an antique shop. 

Paul Young, the Sweet 
Livin’ owner, when he got 
started in the antique 
business, he thought it 
would be temporary.

“In 1997, I was working 
on my dissertation for 
my Ph.D. when I start-
ed helping out at an an-
tique shop located where 
the Futon Shop is now,” 
he said, referring to the 
store at 224 S. Linn St. 
“I thought it was going to 
be a temporary thing, but 
here I am, 20 years later 
with no dissertation, still 
working with antiques.”

Young said he enjoys 
being his own boss and 
the business.

“I love learning about 
how people used to live 
just by looking at items 
they used in their everyday 
lives,” Young said. “I think 
most of us have a treasure 
hunter inside of us, and 
this is a great place to come 

and find something cool.”
There is no shortage 

of interesting items at 
the store, including a Ro-
man-era pottery piece, 
ebony African statues, 
100-year old Valentine’s 
Day cards, and a Daily 
Iowan issue from May 9, 
1942, describing the Battle 
of the Coral Sea. 

Young is not the only one 
selling in Sweet Livin’. 

Laura Lovell works 

three days a month and 
has her own area in the 
store for her items. She 
said her favorite part 
of the job is interacting 
with customers.

“I love watching people’s 
reactions as they walk 
around and look at stuff,” 
Lovell said. “I think people 
are really reflected in their 
things, and it’s interesting 
to see what items people 
are drawn to.”

Lesa Frantz, who works 
part-time, said Sweet Liv-
in’ lives up to its nickname 
of “The Really Cool Store.”

“This store is a trea-
sure-box; you never 
know what you’ll find 
just by looking,” Frantz 
said. “Paul will play any 
vinyl in the store if you 
ask, so yes, it is a really 
cool store.”

Many items consid-
ered “obsolete” are find-

ing a new use at Sweet 
Livin’, Young said.

“Just the other day, I had 
a guy come in and buy a 
couple of these old rotary 
phones for his mother who 
has Alzheimer’s,” Young 
said. “These are the phones 
she grew up with, so they 
won’t confuse her like a 
modern phone would.”

There is something for 
just about everyone in the 
store, he said.

“I think anyone that 
comes in here will find 
something cool,” he said. 
“That’s why I call it ‘The 
Really Cool Store.’ ”
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'Really Cool Store' lives up to name

Paul Young, the owner of Sweet Livin' Antiques & Art, is a collector, and he has a lot to show for it on March 3.  (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)

IOWA LEGISLATURE

Absentee-ballot bill OK'd
By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa.edu

They say an election can 
be decided by one vote, but 
a bill that passed the Io-
wa House on Wednesday 
would change the deadline 
for some of the votes cast 
as absentee ballots. 

The bill, which will 
move to the Senate, 
would require an ab-
sentee ballot to have 
been delivered to the 
county auditor’s office 
by the closing of polls 
on Election Day. Cur-
rently, ballots post-
marked before Election 
Day and received before 
the official canvass are 
considered valid. 

Sen. Jeff Danielson, 
D-Cedar Falls, the head 
of the Senate’s State Gov-
ernment Committee, said 
he was encouraged that 
the House passed the bill 
because he believes it is 
an important issue for 
both parties to address.  

“I would envision in the 
Senate we’re going to fol-
low a logical process like 
[the House did],” Daniel-
son said.  “We have to cut 
it off eventually, we agree 
on that, but Election 
Night is too soon.”

Danielson said he 
would support a bill that 
cuts off postmarked bal-
lots some time during the 
middle of the week fol-
lowing the election since 
the actual votes aren’t of-
ficially canvassed until a 
week after the polls close. 

“What people have feared 
is that without a postmark 
there could be fraud,” Dan-
ielson said. “You don’t have 
to make that decision on 
Election Night; I think it’s 
appropriate to give the au-
ditors some time to do due 
diligence on the unmarked 
ballots and make sure the 
person can be identified.”

Members of both parties 
said a bill of this type is 
necessary to address the 
issue, but it will likely not 
pass without compromise. 

“I think the House bill is 
a commonsense and rea-
sonable bill to make sure 
absentees would be count-
ed to make sure those peo-
ple have their say in the 
election,” said Sen. Jack 
Whitver, R-Ankeny.  

The bill, which passed 
the Republican-controlled 
House, was split almost 
exactly between the par-
ties with only one Repub-
lican voting against it.

“There may be room to 
compromise on the two 
bills,” Whitver said. “But 
as the bill is, I don’t ex-
pect that bill to pass in 
the Senate.”  

Sen. Tod Bowman, 
D-Maquoketa, said some-
thing should pass in the 
Senate, but it will not 
likely be in the identical 
to the House bill. 

“I know we have a bill 
that addresses that issue 
that we’re considering,” 
Bowman said. “[This is 
an] opportunity to find 
some common ground and 
make sure we get legisla-
tion passed and that we’re 
counting everybody’s vote.”

The concern over 
counting all possible 
votes is the main concern 
for many opposing the 
bill. John Deeth, a clerk 
in the Johnson County 
Auditor’s Office who has 
a political blog, said the 
inclusion of as many bal-
lots as possible was the 
main goal of the auditor. 

He shared a story of a 
2011 election that was 
won by one vote while two 
absentee ballots had to be 
tossed because of a failure 
to have a postmark. 

“You can always have 
an election that’s decided 
by one vote,” Deeth said. 
“Our goal here at the of-
fice is to count every vote 
that we can if we can 
count, even a few more 
votes that come in at the 
very end. The basic prob-
lem here is that mail is 
not getting postmarked.”

Danielson also shared 
the belief regarding strug-

gles with the post office. 
He said in a bygone era, 
100 percent of votes were 
postmarked, but that’s 
just not the case anymore. 

GOT POLITICS?
GO TO DAILYIOWANEPI.COM FOR COVERAGE OF IOWA POLITICS.

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW 
ON SWEET LIVIN' 

ANTIQUES, ARTS & 
RECORDS
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Remember when Iowa fans were wonder-
ing how Iowa would replace Devyn Marble? 
Or when the main narrative surrounding 
the team was a second-half collapse? What 
about when more attention was being put on 
Adam Woodbury’s fingers than the team it-
self? Those days are long-gone, washed away 
by Iowa’s recent six-game winning streak.

Iowa’s playing its best basketball of the 
season, but that’s not what has stood out 

about Iowa’s season thus far. What stood 
out was that we were actually talking about 
basketball this past month. How this team 
found an identity, a leader, and plenty of ac-
companying pieces.

Iowa’s not perfect. The Hawks know that. 
As do their opponents. One loss could wipe 
all the feel-good love that has surrounded 
this team during the winning streak, cul-
minating in a near-perfect Senior Day. But 
if there’s one goal I think this team had 
to start the season, it was to prove that it 
wasn’t last year’s team.

It succeeded for different reasons, 
struggled for different reasons, and most 
importantly, responded to failures differ-
ently. That, among many reasons, is why 
Iowa won’t have to sweat out Selection 
Sunday like it did last year. Winning 
the Big Ten Tournament wouldn’t hurt, 
though.

Let me start by stating the obvi-
ous: If I’m an Iowa fan, I’m feeling a 
lot better about my team now than I 
was a few weeks ago. Now that that’s 
out of the way, let’s take a look at the 
Hawkeyes’ potential road.

Iowa should win its first game. 
There’s no questioning that. The 
Hawkeyes are a far superior team. On 
to the next one. Purdue is an inter-

esting matchup. For as lost as Iowa 
looked without Aaron White on the 
floor for most of the game in West La-
fayette, it only lost by 4 points. That’s 
encouraging.

Barring a miracle, Wisconsin would 
loom in the semifinals.

It’s hard to beat a team three times 
in one season, but considerably less 
hard when the team winning is Wis-
consin. It would take an act of God for 
the Hawks to win that one, so take 
that as you will.

Either way, Iowa is in a way better 
place than some thought at the begin-
ning of the season. Jacob didn’t men-
tion this, remember how down every-
one was on Iowa after the UNI game? 
Same.

That seems like a long time ago.
 

Iowa forward Aaron White dunks against Northwestern in Carver-Hawkeye on March 7. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 69-52. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa center Gabe Olaseni blocks Michigan State forward Marvin Clark Jr.’s shot in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 8. The Hawkeyes lost to the 
Spartans, 75-61. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa guard Mike Gesell dives toward the basket during the Iowa-Maryland game in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 8. Iowa defeated Mary-
land, 71-55. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

with flying colors.
“It’s another opportunity for us to 

go showcase what we can do,” Adam 
Woodbury said. “… To be honest, I don’t 

remember last year, I kind of blocked 
that out. I just try to take it game-by-
game, season-by-season.

“Every team is different, we have 
different players this year, different 
personalities, so it’s just a thing that 
we just have to go about our business 
and take care of what we need to do.”

And what Iowa needs to do is sim-
ple, just as White said: It needs to 

win. And it will win by playing de-
fense and continuing to do what it 
has done the last six games.

The bottom line is this: Iowa is in a 
much better place than it was earlier 
this season and at the end of last year. 
The momentum is there, and it has 
performed like a team that can make 
noise in the postseason.

Now it’s time to show that in Chicago.

“We’re learning from mistakes we 
made earlier in the year,” White said. 
“We’re playing our best basketball.”

Jacob Sheyko
jacob-sheyko@uiwa.edu

Danny Payne
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

GO TO 
DAILYIOWANSPORTS.COM
FOR COVERAGE OF THE BIG TEN 

TOURNAMENT IN CHICAGO
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HAWKS: UNITED WE STAND
BIG TEN POWER RANKINGS

MEN’S BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT 

BRACKET

FOLLOW THE DI  MEN’S 
BASKETBALL STAFF IN CHICAGO

1. WISCONSIN

Having one of the best coaches in the Big Ten, perhaps 
the best player in the nation, and one of the conference’s 
most complete rosters is typically a good recipe for success.

2. MARYLAND
Handing Wisconsin its only legitimate Big Ten loss (I 

don’t count Rutgers), the Terrapins have transitioned 
seamlessly into the Big Ten. They also can’t decide on a 
uniform pattern.

3. PURDUE
Maybe the surprise of the season, Purdue’s frontcourt 

and late-season push has made it one of the Big Ten’s 
best, no matter its strength of schedule. Gene Keady’s 
hair would approve.

4. IOWA
Raise your hand if you thought Iowa basketball would 

have a better season than Iowa football. Now put your 
hand down, liar.

5. MICHIGAN STATE
I don’t care what the record says, if I were a coach, 

any Tom Izzo team would be a nightmare to face in the 
postseason.

6. OHIO STATE
Kind of surprised the Buckeyes are still ranked when 

they have a 1-6 record against teams with an RPI of 50 
or better. Still, I can’t wait to watch D’Angelo Russell de-
fy the laws of physics in the NBA next season.

7. ILLINOIS
The Fighting Illini have lost four of their final six 

games. That being said, most of those losses came against 
the top half of the league.

8. INDIANA

Under no circumstances would I want to be the bas-
ketball coach at Indiana. Therefore, under no circum-
stances would I want to be Tom Crean right now.

9. NORTHWESTERN
A winner of five of its last seven games, hope has been 

restored in Evanston. I would be shocked if that team 
is not Dancing within the next three years under Chris 
Collins.

10. MICHIGAN
Post-Nik Stauskas life has not been kind to the Wol-

verines. Neither has losing their best player (Caris La-
vert) to injury. That typically is not fun.

11. MINNESOTA
Minnesota lost its first five Big Ten games, won five of 

its next seven, and then lost five of its last six. And we 
thought Iowa’s season was a roller coaster.

12. NEBRASKA
Terran Petteway might have the biggest green light 

in the Big Ten. That happens when a team has limited 
shot-creators, one of the many reasons Nebrasketball 
has been less jolly than previous years.

13. PENN STATE
Unless D.J. Newbill goes off, Penn State is headed for 

a quick postseason exit. That might still be the Nittany 
Lions’ fate even if he does.

14. RUTGERS
Everything written above about Wisconsin, Rutgers is 

the opposite.

#7 Indiana

#11 Minnesota

#11 Minnesota

#10 Northwestern

#6 Ohio State

#14 Rutgers

#2 Maryland

#3 Michigan State

#8 Illinois

#12 Nebraska

#9 Michigan

#5 Iowa

#13 Penn State

#13 Penn State

#1 Wisconsin

#4 Purdue

GAME 3
11 a.m.
BTN

2015
TOURNAMENT

CHAMPION

GAME 7
11 a.m. 
ESPN

GAME 1
3:30 p.m.
ESPN2

GAME 4
25 mins. after Game 3

BTN
GAME 8

25 mins. after Game 7
ESPN

GAME 5
5:30 p.m.
ESPN2

GAME 9
5:30 p.m.

BTN

GAME 2
6 p.m.
BTN

GAME 6
25 mins. after Game 5

ESPN2
GAME 10

25 mins. after Game 9
BTN

GAME 12
25 mins. after Game 11

CBS Sports

GAME 11
Noon

CBS Sports

GAME 13
2:30 p.m.

CBS Sports

Twitter:
@DI_Sports_Desk

@dannyapayne
@JacobSheyko

@t_hurshy
@jalynsouchek

Instagram:
@dailyiowansports

@t_hurshy
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T H U R S D A Y

ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT

210 N. Linn St. • (next to Hamburg Inn)

$250 DOMESTIC
PINTS

DOMESTIC
PITCHERS

$575

The Hawkeyes used a dif-
ferent pitcher in every in-
ning in the contest, starting 
the game with sophomore 
Josh Martsching, who gave 
up 1 hit and struck out 1.

Senior Nick Hibbing 

recorded 2 strikeouts in 
the seventh inning, and 
the staff had 7 on the day 
with just 1 walk. Junior 
Luke Vandermaten came 
in to close the game for the 
Hawks, giving up no hits 
but beaning consecutive 
AIB batters.

The Eagles used five 
pitchers in the contest, 
striking out 3 and walking 

4. Six of the 7 runs surren-
dered to the Hawks were 
earned.

Overall, head coach Rick 
Heller was pleased with his 
team’s Banks Field début.

The win brings Iowa to 10-
2 on the young season; the 
Hawks will head to Houston 
on Friday for four games 
with Houston Baptist Satur-
day through March 17.

“I thought it was a good 
day,” Heller said. “We got 
everything out of it that 
we needed to. Obviously, 
getting a chance to play at 
home this early in March 
was big, and I think it will 
be great when we get back 
from our spring-break trip 
and start our home series.”

RECAP
CONTINUED FROM 10A

Hawkeye Lewis 
hungry for NCAAs

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

Prior to the indoor 
track and field season, 
senior Kevin Lewis not-
ed that he wanted to 
break records, receive 
hardware, and go to the 
NCAA indoor meet. 

The Ottumwa, Iowa, 
native has achieved 
all those goals but one 
— receiving hardware. 
However, this weekend 
may be able to give him 
a chance to do just that 
at the NCAA indoor 
meet in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, starting Fri-
day.

“I’m just looking to 
race like I know I can 
race and finish as high 
as possible,” Lewis said. 
“What I want now is to 
get some hardware. 

“If I could be top-
eight, first-team 
All-American, and get 
one of the NCAA tro-
phies, that would be 
pretty awesome.”

This indoor season, 
Lewis has achieved a 
personal best in every 
meet he’s competed at 
besides the Big Ten 
meet and has broken 
two school records in 
the process.

“This has definitely 
been my best season,” 
he said. “If you take 
away one race, it’s been 
incredible.” 

Lewis was not happy 
with his performance 
at the Big Ten champi-

onships, but even with 
that in mind, Director 
of Track and Field Joey 
Woody also beieves his 
season as been some-
thing special.

“He has had a great 
senior season,” Woody 
said. “I think he’s ready 
to go.”

That one race in Ge-
neva, Ohio, didn’t go as 
planned for the senior 
because of an illness 
and a different ap-
proach to his running 
that he took at the Big 
Ten meet.

Lewis belives that if 
he sticks to what he had 
been doing through-
out the season, he’ll be 
fierce and ready to go 
for the NCAAs.

“At the Big Ten meet, 
I switched up my racing 
strategy a bit and tried 
to be a little more ag-
gressive. That didn’t re-
ally work out,” he said. 
“I’m just going back to 
what I’ve been doing 
the whole year. Just be-
ing patient throughout 
the race, slowly moving 
up to the pack, and fin-
ishing well.”

Underperforming at 
the conference meet 
has made the senior 
more eager, prepared, 
and ready to flourish at 
nationals. 

“I think if I had had 
an easy go at Big Tens 
and won, I would’ve 
gone into nationals a 
little too confident,” he 
said. 

Although Lewis is a 
bit confident in what 
he can do at nationals, 
he knows his opposition 
won’t be easily beat.

“It’s going to be really 
tough to beat any guy 
in there,” he said. “All 
16 of us are really good 
runners. All those guys 
in there are big names 
in distance running. I’m 
going to have to fight 
really hard.” 

Coach Layne Ander-
son believes the two 
weeks between the con-
ference meet and na-
tionals has been key for 
Anderson and Lewis for 
their fierce training. 

“Our focus has just 
been to ensure he’s 
feeling good,” Ander-
son said. “If it had only 
been one week, and he 
had to race last Friday, 
he would’ve been in 
trouble. We don’t want 
to overwork.”

The distance coach 
is eager to see Lew-
is break through in 
his last possible shot 
at indoor first-team 
All-American.

“He looks good,” An-
derson said. “We’re opti-
mistic and hopeful that 
he’s going to go down 
to Arkansas and have a 
race very much in line 
with all of the great rac-
es he’s had this indoor 
season. It’ll certainly be 
a great way to close the 
door on his indoor colle-
giate career.”

Iowa runner Kevin Lewis sets a personal record at the Hawkeye track and field intrasquad meet in the Recreation Building 
on Dec. 6, 2014. Lewis is set to run in the NCAAs in Fayetteville, Arkansas, beginning Friday. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Hawkeyes hope to 
host tourney game

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

With more than a week 
remaining before the 
women’s NCAA Tourna-
ment begins, Lisa Bluder 
and the Hawkeyes have 
plenty of time to shed the 
memory of being upset 
by Ohio State in the Big 
Ten Tournament semifi-
nals. 

Hawkeyes hope to host 
tournament games

Coach Lisa Bluder 
said during the season’s 
opening press conference 
that her goals were to 
get a double-bye in the 
Big Ten Tournament and 
finish in the top 16 for 
the ability to host NCAA 
Tournament games. With 
the former accomplished, 
the latter appears to be 
on its way.

The Hawkeyes are 
ranked No. 17 in the AP 
poll and are not far away 
in the coaches’ poll, in 
which they are current-
ly ranked No. 15. Their 
trump card, they hope, is 
the No. 9 RPI they pos-
sess.

“Everything points to 
us being home for the 
first two rounds of the 
NCAA Tournament,” 
Bluder said. “And there’s 
nothing better than play-
ing in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena.”

Bluder’s statement 
has never been truer — 
this Iowa team was the 

first in program history 
to go 16-0 at home. If it 
plays host in its opening 
games, Iowa will enjoy a 
staggering home-court 
advantage. 

“We’re optimistic — 
cautiously, probably —
right now,” Bluder said. 
“Until you see your name 
come up as a host on 
Monday night, you’re in 
that waiting game, but 
we are pretty optimistic.”

Staying out of foul 
trouble

One of the most ob-
servable aspects of Iowa’s 
games against Nebraska 
and Ohio State was the 
emphasis on getting the 
ball inside. Against both 
teams, the Hawkeyes 
came out and fed the ball 
to Bethany Doolittle in 
the post and let her use 
her scoring ability to find 
easy baskets early. 

Unsurprisingly, the 
stretches when Iowa 
struggled coincided with 
stretches when Doolittle 
was on the bench with 
foul trouble. 

“Foul trouble is defi-
nitely something I’ve had 
to deal with this year a 
lot,” Doolittle said. “Go-
ing into the NCAA Tour-
nament, it’s obviously go-
ing to be a little bit more 
physical, and people are 
going to try to muscle 
their way through a lit-
tle more, so I’m going to 
try to stay straight up 
as much as possible and 

use anticipation instead 
of swinging my hands or 
something like that.”

Logic ready to bounce 
back

Iowa and Ohio State 
played a close game, 
trading leads through-
out both halves and 
ultimately requiring 
overtime to decide a 
victor. In that overtime, 
however, the Hawkeyes 
were without star point 
guard Sam Logic, who 
fouled out with 17 sec-
onds remaining in reg-
ulation. 

But is the senior 
dwelling on that memo-
ry heading to the NCAA 
Tournament?

“I don’t think too 
much about that,” she 
said. “Every single 
game, I try to have the 
same mindset. Obvious-
ly, I wanted to be out 
there with my team in 
overtime, but I still had 
a whole bunch of confi-
dence in them.”

Follow @KyleFMann 
for news, updates, and 
analysis, of the Iowa 
women’s basketball 
team.

Iowa guard Sam Logic shoots during the semifinal game against Ohio State during the Big Ten Tournament in Hoffman 
Estates, Illinois, March 6. The Buckeyes defeated the Hawkeyes, 91-85, in overtime. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

today.” 
Changing hurlers ev-

ery inning, Heller’s re-
volving door of pitchers 
carried the day for Iowa, 
giving up just 2 hits and 
1 run among the nine 
who took the mound.

Add in a 10-hit offen-
sive explosion from the 
Iowa lineup, and there 
was quite a bit to like 
from the Hawkeyes in 
home-opener. 

“A couple guys had 
their first college outing 
today,” Heller said. “I was 
really happy to see those 
guys step out there and 
throw strikes with con-
fidence. For guys such 
as [Nick] Allgeyer and 
[Nick] Gallagher, I was 
really happy for them 
to see them perform the 
way they did.”

Redshirt sophomore 
Josh Martsching got 
things started off early 
for the Hawks, allowing 

1 hit and stranding one 
runner in the first. 

“For the most part, 
we knew what our jobs 
we’re going to be today,” 
Martsching said. “For 
me, it was a lot easier 
starting and not having 
to worry about saving 
my pitches. I could just 

go out there and throw 
strikes.” 

And while a spell of 
sloppy fielding early on 
from the Iowa infield 
threatened to derail the 
effort before it could get 
off the ground, the pitch-
ing held steady. 

“[The pitching] was 

outstanding,” catcher 
Austin Guzzo said. “Es-
pecially Josh coming in 
and being exceptional 
early really helped us. 
We made a couple of er-
rors, but he just kept it 
rolling and did his job.” 

The trio of Jared Man-
del, Gallagher, and All-

geyer faced the next 11 
batters without giving up 
a hit, and the Hawkeyes 
led, 6-0, through four in-
nings. 

All in all, every Hawk-
eye pitcher finished his 
inning without incident, 
with an unearned run 
given up by junior Daniel 
Moriel the lone blemish 
on the score sheet. 

A team deep in pitch-
ing, the Hawk`s sound-
ly defeated the Eagles 
without having to tap in-
to their normal rotation 
of Tyler Peyton, Blake 
Hickman, and Calvin 
Matthews. 

That rest could prove 
invaluable this weekend, 
when the Hawks head 
south to take part in 
seven games over spring 
break. 

“Everybody else that 
came out of the pen 
knew he had to do his 
job, whether it was three 
outs or six outs,” Guzzo 
said. “Especially I know 
guys like Allgeyer and 
Gallagher that have 
been itching to get out 

here and throw, and they 
took care of business.” 

Follow @Ryanarod 
for news, analysis, and 
updates from the Iowa 
baseball team.

FEATURE
CONTINUED FROM 10A

Iowa outfielder Dan Potempa celebrates after first baseman Tyler Peyton scores a run at Banks Field on Wednesday. The Hawkeyes 
defeated the Eagles, 7-1. (The Daily Iowan/ Margaret Kispert)

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW 
FROM THE 7-1 HAWKEYE 

VICTORY AGAINST AIB 

GO TO 
DAILYIOWANSPORTS.COM

FOR COVERAGE OVER SPRING 
BREAK OF THE NCAA 

TOURNAMENT



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015 9A



By CHARLES GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

The Iowa baseball 
team took on AIB in its 
home-opener on Wednesday, 
winning, 7-1, on a newly 
turfed Banks Field.

After a scoreless opening 
inning, the Hawkeyes struck 
first in the bottom of the sec-
ond. A triple down the first-
base line from freshman 
Austin Guzzo and a single 
by senior Sean Moore put 
Iowa up 1-0.

“I felt pretty good,” Guzzo 
said. “Just looked for a pitch 
I could drive, tried to be ag-
gressive. That’s our offense, 
and I just did the job.”

They added 2 more runs 
the following inning with a 
combination of small ball, 
timely hitting, and Eagle 
mistakes. 

Junior Tyler Peyton got 
things going with a single 
up the middle off Eagles’ 
pitcher Trae Johnson. Se-
nior outfielder Kris Good-
man advanced Peyton to 
second on a sacrifice bunt, and then junior 
Joel Booker drove in Peyton with an RBI 
double and reached third on an error. 

Senior Dan Potempa drove in Booker 
with groundout to the third baseman, and 
the Hawks took a 3-0 lead into the fourth 
inning.

“It was a great win by everyone,” Po-
tempa said. “Our staff did well pitching, 

everyone threw well and had great hits. 
We found ways to get guys in, and it was 
just overall a good day.”

With the bases loaded in the fourth, 
senior Kris Goodman tripled for 3 RBIs, 
increasing his team’s lead to 6-0.

After AIB scored in the top of the sixth 
on an RBI groundout, junior Jimmy Fran-
kos responded with a double down the 

right field line, scoring Goodman and 
bumping the Hawkeyes back up by 6.

The team scored its 7 runs on 10 hits 
and 3 Eagle errors in the contest.

Goodman, playing third base, went 
2-for-3 with 3 RBIs. Moore went 2-for-3 
with an RBI.

Iowa catcher Austin Guzzo slides into third base at Banks Field on Wednesday. The Hawkeyes defeated AIB, 7-1. (The 
Daily Iowan/ Margaret Kispert)

Baseball 
dressed to 
the nines 
Iowa head baseball coach 
Rick Heller uses nine 
different pitchers in 
Wednesday’s win. 

By RYAN RODRIGUEZ
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

A quick peek at the box score from 
Iowa’s victory over AIB on Wednes-
day afternoon tells the tale of a 
unique victory for the Hawkeyes. 

Taking advantage of the first solid 
stretch of spring weather this year, 
Heller and the Hawks 
got their money’s 
worth against the Ea-
gles, using nine differ-
ent pitchers en route 
to a 7-1 victory. 

Anxious to get all his 
arms into game-day situ-
ations, Heller liked what 
he saw from his pitching 
staff Wednesday. 

“I just wanted to 
get those guys out there who hadn’t 
pitched yet,” Heller said. “When we 
get on to those long stretches, we’re 
going to need those guys, so I just 
wanted to at least get their feet wet 

SPORTS
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Heller
head coach

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

When the Iowa men’s basketball team takes the 
court this afternoon at the United Center in Chicago, 
364 days will have elapsed since the Hawkeyes lost, 
67-62, to Northwestern in the first round of the 2014 
Big Ten Tournament. It was Iowa’s sixth loss in seven 
games and the penultimate one before being bounced 
in the first round of the NCAA Tournament.

This year, things are different. Iowa is perhaps the 
hottest team in the Big Ten heading into the league 
tournament, winning its last six games by an aver-
age of 17.5 points.

“We’re winning this year, and we weren’t winning 
last year, that’s the simplicity of it,” first-team All-Big 
Ten selection Aaron White said. “We’re just staying to-
gether right now; we’re playing for one another.”

White is correct. During Iowa’s winning streak, the 
Hawkeyes have certainly passed the eye test for co-
hesiveness. Head coach Fran McCaffery’s crew has 
played well in every facet of the game, most impor-
tantly, defense.

  In their first 12 Big Ten games of the season, 
Iowa allowed an average of 62.5 points per contest, 
in the final six, an average of 57.5 points per game. 
Even more, Iowa has held five of those opponents 
to 10-plus points below the team’s average scoring 
total.

  Look at different members of the Hawkeyes, and there 
will be different reasons. It could be Anthony Clemmons 
and Company’s perimeter defending; the Hawkeyes have 
done a good job on guards during this stretch (Iowa held 
first-team All-Big Ten selection Yogi Ferrell to 11 points 
on 3-of-11 shooting). Perhaps it’s Iowa’s rebounding abili-
ty and not allowing second-chance points.

“When it’s all said and done, you have got to re-
bound,” McCaffery said. “Because if you’re giving up 
second shots, it doesn’t matter how good your first 
line of defense is, because they are going to make a 
good percentage of those second shots.”

And then there’s the mental side of things. Al-
though McCaffery said Tuesday he hasn’t noticed 
much difference in the team’s mentality this season 
from last season, some of his players have said oth-
erwise.

White said he was exhausted at the end of last year 
and didn’t pick up a basketball for roughly two weeks 
following his team’s final game.

Several players have made it a point to mention 
the team’s chemistry this year and how this team is 
gelling — and again, back to the eye test, it passes 

SEE RECAP, 8A SEE FEATURE, 8A

Iowa forward Aaron White dunks the ball during the game against Rutgers in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 19. Iowa has held five of its last 12 Big Ten opponents to 10-plus points below the team’s average scoring total. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

Hawkeye baseball rolls over AIB

The Iowa men’s basketball team is in a completely different place than it was entering the postseason a year ago.

IOWA 7, AIB 1

White, Hawks gel at the right time 

SEE MBB, 6A

Baseball moves to 10-2 on the season with 7-1 win in its home-opener.
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In an effort to woo Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling to 
speak in Iowa City, the University of Iowa Lecture Com-
mittee launched a letter-writing campaign on Feb. 24 invit-
ing students, faculty, and the larger Iowa City community 
to write to Rowling, telling her how she has inspired them 
and why she should visit campus. 

The campaign officially ends Friday; however, the commit-
tee has said it will continue accepting letters through spring 
break. Dozens of correspondences have been submitted so 
far, and local programs, including Longfellow Elementary, 
have held their own mini campaigns. The committee encour-
ages anyone and everyone to reply to the open call.

Those interested may write a letter telling Rowling how 
much her novels mean to them and pleading with her to 
come to Iowa City next spring and take it to 145 IMU or 
email it to lecture-committee@uiowa.edu. Or, take a copy of 
the following letter, sign your name next to mine and submit 
it.

Rowling coming to campus may be a bit of a long shot, 
but then again, so was surviving a death curse from the 
most powerful evil wizard of all time …

Dear Ms. Rowling,
We are pleased to inform you that you have been accepted 

at the University of Iowa. Please find enclosed a list of all 
necessary reasons and persuasive points.

Term begins on 19 Jan., 2016. We await your owl by no 
later than spring 2016.

We all know the story that began with “Mr. and Mrs. Durs-
ley, of number four, Privet Drive,” a couple “proud to say that 
they were perfectly normal, thank you very much” and end-
ed when “all was well.” Like countless people around the 
world, we know every trial of Harry Potter. 

By JUSTUS FLAIR | justus-flair@uiowa.edu

J.K. Rowling letter writing campaign
Letters can be taken/sent to:

145 IMU
lecture-committee@uiowa.edu
University Lecture Committee
ATTN: J.K. Rowling Invitations

145 IMU
University of Iowa

Iowa City, IA 52242

SEE ROWLING, 3B

Accio, 
J.K. Rowling



weekend events
Today 3.12

Friday 3.13

Saturday 3.14

Sunday 3.15

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Stranger Than Paradise
This low-budget, black-and-
white portrait of three New York 
rebels — including a hipster, 
his friend, and his Hungarian 
cousin—is the first of four films 
FilmScene plans to screen 
directed by Jim Jarmusch, who 
will make an appearance with 
his band SQÜRL at Mission Creek 
Festival in April.
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Ukrainians, Russians 
playing music together

By JASMINE PUTNEY 
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu 

For 15 years, Ukrainian 
musician Roman Turovsky 
has playing the music that 
settled deep in his heart 
many years before. 

“My earliest childhood 
memories were of girls 
crossing the river to milk 
the cows grazing on the 
other side. They were 
singing, and now I know 
exactly what: polyphonic 
laments that found me 40 
years later,” he said. 

Though initially com-
pelled to remain in the 
shadows as a composer, 
Turovsky later sought the 
adrenaline of performance. 
At 7 p.m. March 15 at the 
Englert Theater, 221 E. 
Washington St., Turovsky 
will make his first appear-
ance at the ninth-annual 
Russian Guitar Festival 
alongside other virtuosos 
in Russian guitar music. 
This will mark the second 
time for the Englert to 
host the event.

The festival is planned 
by the International Acad-
emy for Russian Music, 
Arts, and Culture, a non-
profit organization aim-
ing to promote knowledge 
about the Russian guitar 
and the music associated 
with it. Academy Pres-
ident William Reising-
er said this year is the 
group’s biggest festival in 
terms of the number of 
performers attending and 
the wide range of music.

“Our past festivals 
have drawn hundreds of 
attendees from Iowa City 
and Cedar Rapids but also 
those who travel here from 
farther away to attend,” he 
said. “Thanks to [the acad-
emy], Iowa City is recog-
nized all over the world, 
including in Russia, as the 
center of [the Russian gui-
tar’s] revival.”

Unlike the six-string 
guitar common in the 
Western world, the Rus-
sian guitar possesses an 
extra string. This string 
makes the guitar different 
from its six-string sisters, 
with a rich history of mu-
sic written specifically for 
the instrument. 

“Seven-string guitar 
music actually ranges 
pretty broadly. Some of it 
is slow and romantic, some 
is upbeat and exciting,” 
Reisinger said. “Our vari-
ous events will each high-
light different themes and 
styles, so there is some-
thing for a lot of people.” 

Though the seven-string 
guitar was very common 
during the 19th century, 
the instrument and its 
distinctive niche of music 
have since faded. Stefan 
Wester, a Swedish musi-
cian from the age of 11 and 
performer in the festival, 
said he didn’t encounter 
the Russian guitar style 
until the mid-1990s. 

“This music has been 
a well-hidden treasure,” 
he said. “I never learned 
about it from any of my 
teachers, and it is not 
mentioned in any music 
history books that I know 
of, not even in the books 
about the Classical Guitar 
History.” 

Ten years later, in 2006, 
Wester came across the 
seven-string music again 
in a dissertation by Rus-
sian Guitar Festival Co-
founder, Artistic Director, 
and University of Iowa 
Adjunct Assistant Profes-
sor Oleg Timofeyev. West-
er said that after their 
conversation, Timofeyev 
was helpful in getting him 
to understand the instru-
ment better. Though he 
still plays the six-string, 
Wester enjoys being able 
to find unusual and inter-
esting music to play with 
the seven-string. 

He regards this oppor-
tunity to play in the Rus-
sian Guitar Festival as the 
highlight of his musical 
career. 

“I will probably continue 
to play the Russian guitar 
until the end of time,” he 
said. “This is not a short-
lived project.” 

The work and efforts by 
Timofeyev did more than 
inspire musicians. His re-
search has led him to be-
come the world expert in 
the Russian guitar and the 
father of the style’s mod-
ern day revival. Timofeyev 
made Iowa the center of 

the style’s rebirth because, 
he said, this particular 
genre is not well-accepted 
in its country.

“In Russia, there is a 
strong jealous competition 
between six-string guitar 
and seven-string guitar. 
Six-string guitars are gen-
erally more popular, more 
well-distributed,” he said. 
“A lot of those people have 
a strong prejudice against 
Russian guitar, and they 
don’t expect anything tru-
ly artistic. Having a con-
cert like what were having 
in today’s Russia would be 
pretty much impossible.”

Timofeyev said they 
chose to focus much of 
this year’s festival on 
Ukrainian music and to 
feature Russian gypsy 
songs and Yiddish tunes. 
Turovsky said Ukrainian 
artists such as him are 
thrilled to continue 
spreading their music in 
new parts of the world 
as representatives of the 
country where the sev-
en-string guitar got its 
start.

“[My biggest musical 
success] is the interest 
with which my Ukrainian-
theme compositions were 
received by the distant 
public, which knew little 
about Ukraine and its cul-
ture,” he said.

However,  Timofe-
yev said, this Ukrainian 
theme is far more signifi-
cant than introducing new 
music or paying homage to 
the original country of sev-
en-string music. 

“Right now, there is a 
war in Ukraine, and re-
gardless of what side of 
this conflict you may be, it 
is a bloody event, and peo-
ple are dying every day,” 
he said. “The goal of our 
festival is so that Russians 
and Ukrainians during 
the time of war will peace-
fully play music together.” 

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Drink of the week: 
Rabbit Rye

I stumbled into this beer as a result 
of half-priced tap brews at the Hy-
Vee Market Café and a suggestion 
from the barkeep. How the story 
goes — I roughly recall — is that the 
bartender’s assistant manager (I 
think) knows one of the brewers at 
Big Grove Brewery in Solon, and it’s 
a fairly new, unknown beer.
Probably. It doesn’t matter. Because 
this local brew, whatever the 
story, is one of the better ryes I’ve 
experienced during my short time 
on this planet.

TASTE: The Rabbit Rye is warm 
with just a hint of sweetness, a 
deep, cloudy orange color, and a 
lasting, light, delicious aroma left 
on your palate like homemade, 
freshly-baked bread. My sampling 
was a steal per pint ($2.50 from 8 
p.m. until close at the Waterfront 
Hy-Vee), though it’d easily be worth 
the full $5 coupled with a normal 
meal during normal-person eating 
hours. 

ADVICE: This delicious beer pairs 
well with any hearty food that 
won’t disrupt the friendly aroma 
(steak, chicken — anything that’s not 
bitter or sour). It matched all of the 
half-priced appetizers I tried, even 
Buffalo wings. 

Enjoy a pint at Hy-Vee or wherever 
else you can quickly get your hands 
on the stuff.

 — By Adam Gromotka

MUSIC
• Makebelief, Suspect, and Alex 
Body, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 
S. Linn
• Turbo Suit (formerly Cosby 
Sweater), with Scratch Dub, 10 
p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washing-
ton 

THEATER
• “Walking the Wire: Clas-
sified,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Luck of the Irish, Mainstage, 
8 p.m., Theater Building Thayer 
Theater 

• The Janice Ian Experience, 9 
p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington

WORDS
• “Looking In and Out of Eliz-
abeth Koren’s Pantry,” David 
Faldet, 6:30 p.m., Old Capitol  
Museum

FILM
• Leviathan, 4 p.m., FilmScene, 
118 E. College
• Kelly Sears Headroom 
Screening Series, 7 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Mr. Turner, 9 p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• Jazz After Five, with 
James Dreier and Ritmoca-
no, 5 p.m., Mill
• Fossil Youth, with many 
guests, 5:30 p.m., Gabe’s
• Johnson County Demo-
crats Black and Blue Ball, 
7:30 p.m., Mill
• Justin Townes Earle, 
with Gill Landry, 8 p.m., 
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Tony Brown, 8 p.m., High 
Ground, 301 E. Market
• New Reb with Mike 
Daum, John Dungey and 
Nimo the Hooligan, 9 p.m., 
Gabe’s
• Public Property with His-
sy Fit, 9 p.m., Deadwood, 
6 S. Dubuque

• Candymakers and the 
Jumbies, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club
• SOULSHAKE, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s

THEATER
• “Walking the Wire: 
Classified,” 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater
• BOB: A Life in Five Acts, 
7:30 p.m., Dreamwell The-
ater, Universalist Unitarian 
Society, 10 S. Gilbert
• Luck of the Irish, Main-
stage, 8 p.m., Thayer 
Theater

FILM
• Mr. Turner, 3, 6, & 9 
p.m., Filmscene

MUSIC
• Community Folk Sing, 3 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque 
• Dunlavin Green, 7 p.m, 
Uptown Bill’s
• The Weight, 8 p.m., Englert
• Moodie Black, with guests, 
10 p.m., Yacht Club
• Spring Break Birthday Bash, 
10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• “Walking the Wire: Clas-
sified,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater
• BOB: A Life in Five Acts, 

7:30 p.m., Dreamwell 
Theater
• Luck of the Irish, Mainstage, 
8 p.m., Thayer Theater

FILM
• The Picture Show: Chicken 
Run, 10 a.m., FilmScene
• Stranger Than Paradise, 1 
p.m., FilmScene
• Mr. Turner, 3, 6, & 9 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Eco Film Series: Cowspiracy: 
The Sustainability Secret, 7 
p.m., Iowa City Public Library, 
123 S. Linn

MUSIC
• Veil of Maya with After 
the Burial, invent animate, 
and Doppelgänger, 5 p.m., 
Blue Moose, 211 Iowa
• Russian Guitar Festival, 7 
p.m., Englert
• Jonathan Richman fea-
turing Tommy Larkins, 8 
p.m., Gabe’s
• The Youngest and Iowa 
Goatslinger, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

FILM
• She’s Beautiful When She’s 
Angry, 11 a.m., FilmScene
• Stranger Than Paradise, 1 
p.m., FilmScene
• Mr. Turner, 3 & 6 p.m., 
FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Lego Free Play: Air and 
Space Vehicles, 2 to 4 p.m., 
Iowa City Public Library

Follow us on 
Instagram

@daily_iowan

Russian Guitar Festival celebrates revival of 
long-lost genre.

Cinderella
This sweeping live-action ad-
aptation of the Brothers Grimm 
fairy tale (or more accurately, 
the 1950 Disney animated clas-
sic) follows the adventures of 
young Ella, who bursts out from 
under the thumb of her evil 
stepmother, played by Oscar 
winner Cate Blanchett.

Run All Night
Liam Neeson hasn’t retired 
from the action-movie game 
yet. In his latest thriller, Neeson 
portrays a hit man forced to 
confront his former boss Shawn 
Maguire (Ed Harris) in order 
to protect his estranged son, 
whom Maguire holds responsi-
ble for the death of his own son.

MUSIC
Russian Guitar Festival 
When: 7 p.m., March 15
Where: Englert Theater, 221 
E. Washington
Admission: $14-$17

Contributed
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We cheered him on 
against Quirrell, fought 
the basilisk by his side, 
willed him our strength 
for a Patronus, kept our 
(Mad)Eye on him during 
the tournament, followed 
him in Dumbledore’s Army, 
wept with him for Sirius 
and again for Dumbledore, 
and left everything behind 
to fight the good fight with 
him in the woods. We fell in 
love as Ron and Hermione 
fell in love. When he died, 
we died. When he was vic-
torious, we were victorious. 

Through your stories, 
we learned love, loss, good, 
evil, devotion, forgiveness, 
happiness, despair, and 
much more than we will 
ever be able to say. With 
your words, you touched 
our souls — in a totally 
non-creepy, non-Horcrux 
way. These seven books 
shaped our lives.

For many of us here 
in Iowa City, they al-
so shaped our futures. 
Known as the writing uni-
versity, the UI attracts 
thousands of young writ-
ers. Iowa City is set apart 
by how seriously we take 
our literature; we’re prac-
tically a college of Hermi-
ones. We’d fight the Tri-
wizard Tournament with 
a quill pen, not a sword. 
But fear not, Ms. Rowling, 
we are no Rita Skeeters. 

We are a place contin-
ually looking to better 
our reading and writing, 
striving to have an effect 
on the world through our 
artistic endeavors. By the 
time you visit (allow me to 
be optimistic and assume 
your well-organized mind 
has already said yes to 

this next great adventure 
— not death, just this jour-
ney to Iowa), our world-re-
nowned Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop will celebrate 
its 80th year. What bet-
ter way to celebrate than 
with a visit from one of the 
greatest novelists of the 
last 80 years? 

Your visit would be the 
cherry on top of a long and 
impressive history of lit-
erary devotion. Iowa City 
reads and writes for the 
joy of it, something I’m 
sure you understand. We 
are, quite simply, a city 
in love with literature. In 
fact, we bear the distinc-
tion of being a UNESCO 
City of Literature — an 
honor we share with the 
lovely Edinburgh. 

We may not have the 
sprawling stone castles 
of your home, our fellow 
City of Literature, but Io-
wa City is a gorgeous place 
filled with remarkably in-
telligent, kind people. 

I’m going to be selfish 
for a moment and speak 
for myself rather than the 
city: Your presence on cam-
pus, Ms. Rowling, and the 
chance to hear you speak, 
to see you in person, would 
be the greatest moment of 
my young life. It would be 
the validation that there is 
a point to studying litera-
ture, that one great story 
can change the world. It 
would show everyone that 
studying the craft of writ-
ing, which fellow UI stu-
dents and I do every day, is 

a noble chase that even the 
great J.K. Rowling appreci-
ates and honors. 

More than just being a 
fan of Harry Potter, I am a 
fan of you; of the ache you 
must have felt in your fin-
gers from writing and typ-
ing for so long, of the hours 
of research that went into 
making small details line 
up, of the painstaking re-
visions, of rewording sen-
tences until everything 
sounded just so, of the de-
votion that went into shap-
ing these imagined charac-
ters into full, real people. 

At this point in your life, 
the chance to speak to a 
crowd of fans is not rare. 
The opportunity to address 
a crowd of writers and as-
piring authors, likely, is not 

much less common. But 
that is what we have to of-
fer you. You have given us 
countless, endless hours of 
enjoyment, yet all we can 
offer is our undivided at-
tention, devotion, and ado-
ration should you deem us 
worthy of your presence. 

Besides, after Sirius, 
Dumbledore, Lupin and 
Fred, don’t you think you 
owe us this? (I’m complete-
ly joking; please don’t pass 
on our campus because I’m 
not funny.)

There’s nothing left to 
say, save to ask, knowing 
we solemnly swear we are 
up to no good, has our mis-
chief been managed?

Yours truly,
Justus Flair

ROWLING
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Q&A: Donna Parsons

Instructor of the UI Honors course 
Harry Potter and the Quest for 
Enlightenment.

Daily Iowan: What do you think 
of the UI Lecture Committee’s effort to 
bring J.K. Rowling to campus?

Donna Parsons: The Lecture 
Committee reached out to the 
Honors Program and me about 
getting involved in the letter-writ-
ing campaign. It is a wonderful idea 
to invite Rowling, and I like how 
the Lecture Committee is giving 
the entire Iowa City community the 

opportunity to take an active role in 
the invitation process. 

Presenting Rowling with a huge 
box of letters that show apprecia-
tion for her work and the influence 
the Harry Potter series has had on 
people’s lives highlights the Univer-
sity of Iowa and Iowa City’s support 
of creative work.

DI: Why have readers responded 
so positively to Rowling’s work?

Parsons: Just as the Beatles 
provided the soundtrack of people’s 
lives during the 1960s, the Harry 
Potter series is the narrative of the 
millennials. Rowling interweaves 
literary, historical, and political 

references in a narrative rich with 
characters, landscapes, and themat-
ic elements.

 
DI: If you were trying to per-

suade Rowling to visit, how would 
you “sell” her on Iowa City?

Parsons: The University of Iowa 
… is a place where creative ideas 
are formulated, honed, and even 
celebrated.  Having the opportunity 
to hear J.K. Rowling speak allows 
students to share a unique moment 
with the writer who helped them 
realize that their goals and dreams 
can be accomplished. 

 
DI: What would you ask Rowling, 

if you had the chance?

Parsons: I would ask Rowling 
what she learned about writing 

from her reading of Jane Austen’s 
novels. 

— by Emma McClatchey

Photo Illustration by Margaret Kispert

Follow us on 
Twitter 

@DailyIowanArts
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By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

The Sun was shining 
and the weather warm 
on March 7, displaying 
the first signs of spring. 
Still, a handful of kids 
stay indoors, learning 
the rudiments of com-
puter programing — one 
student works on ani-
mating a simple cat and 
ladybug, another, more 
advanced student pro-
grams a webpage capa-
ble of calculating the 
exact amount of time be-
tween any date and his 
birthday.

They are all members 
of the Iowa City Coder 
Dojo, a nonprofit group 
staffed by volunteers 
who take time to instruct 
interested kids ages 6 
to 18. It meets from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. every Satur-
day in the second floor 
computer lab of the Iowa 
City Public Library, 123 
S. Linn St.

“There’s no barrier for 
kids from any kind of 
socioeconomic status,” 
Iowa City Coder Dojo 
cofounder David Welch 
said. “You don’t have to 
look or act a particular 
way; you just have to be 
interested.” 

Welch started the Do-
jo three years ago with 
Hans Hoerschelman in 
the Information Technol-
ogy Services area of the 
Old Capitol Town Cen-
ter. Welch said the group 
moved to the library two 
and a half years ago for 
better exposure.

Now, he said, the group 
has a group of seven 
“core” volunteers and 
an additional eight who 
work part-time helping 
an average of about sev-
en to 10 kids a week.

Participants face no 
pressure to show up 
week-in and week-out; 
attendance is entirely 
optional.

“Our first question 
[to new kids] is always, 
‘What do you want to 
do?’ ” Welch said. “Most 
don’t know and just say, 
‘I think computers are 
cool.’ ”

He said they often 
start new or really young 
attendees on a program 
designed by MIT called 
“Scratch.” It is a simple 
programming language 
allowing for the creation 
of interactive stories, 
games, and animations, 
while also introducing 
the core mechanics of 
programming.

Otherwise, the mem-
bers design curriculum 
around each student 
whenever possible.

“Learning comput-
er programming is like 
learning a new language, 
a new way of commu-
nicating,” said Alicia 
Andrews, a new volun-
teer in the program who 
teaches computer science 
at Regina Elementary 
to grades kindergarten 
through sixth.  

“We all know the 
younger you start learn-
ing a new language, the 
easier it is …” she said. 
“Right now, my students 

use simple … program-
ming [making] it more 
like a game than … a 
foreign language lesson. 
As they grow and their 
skills improve, I believe 
… computer-science 
students will have the 
means to change to the 
world.”

A particularly power-
ful moment for Welch oc-
curred when Coder Dojo 
did a demonstration at 
the University of Iowa’s 
“Black Girls Do Science” 
event last year, he said. 
They gave a group of 
girls from ages 4 to 13 
a clone of then-popular 
game “Flappy Bird” and 
told them to do whatever 
they wanted with it.

“There was this girl who 
was 5 or 6 … she changed 
the birds wings so when 
they went up it looked 
like lasers were shooting 
out,” Welch said. “She was 
sitting giggling … [this is 
why] programming is fun, 
you create things with 
your imagination.”

However, there are 
tangible incentives for 
members to increase 
their skill. Each attendee 
receives a white rubber 
wristband with a USB 
drive in it after five do-
jo visits. They can trade 
it in for another one of a 
superior color, with black 
being the best, by earn-
ing badges.

Participants earn the 
digital badges by sitting 
down with volunteers 
and proving their fluen-
cy in various program-
ming languages. 

UI student Ryan 
Wedoff, a program vol-
unteer, said he regrets 
not learning about com-
puters earlier in life and 
sees a similar frustra-
tion in his peers at the 
University of Iowa. 

“[Coder Dojo] is some-
thing I wish I had when 
I was a kid, because I 
didn’t know I wanted to 
be a computer scientist 
until senior year of high 
school,” he said. “If I had 
had exposure to a pro-
gram like this, I’m sure 
I would have loved it. 
I would have been way 
ahead of the game start-
ing my college career as 
a computer scientist … 
It’s a real great way for 
kids to get to understand 

what computers are, not 
just be a person who us-
es the Internet for Face-
book.” 

Iowa City’s Dojo, like 
all Coder Dojos, is au-
tonomous. Qualifying 
as a “verified” Dojo re-
quires adherence to a set 
of guidelines and stan-
dards that provides some 
help with fundraising. 

The very first Coder 
Dojo was launched in 
Cork, Ireland, in 2011 by 
James Whelton and Bill 
Liao. It has since become 
an increasingly visible 
international presence 
with more than 550 “ver-
ified” Dojos in 55 coun-
tries. 

Welch said a number 
of Dojos have sprung up 

across Iowa in recent 
years, appearing in Ce-
dar Rapids, Muscatine, 
Ames, Cedar Falls, Wa-
terloo, and other loca-
tions across the state. 

“Iowa has become this 
great place to be if you 
want to learn tech at a 
young age,” he said.

Iowa City Dojo for coders taps tech, tech, tech
Kids practice computer science in a different kind of setting.

Kids practice computer programing at a meeting of Coder Dojo in the Iowa City Public Library on March 7, 2015. David Welch and Hans 
Horeschelman started Coder Dojo three years ago. (The Daily Iowan/ Michael Kadrie)
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More laughs heading to Iowa City in April
Q&A With Floodwater Comedy Festival creators Annie Levitz and Kristine Moffitt. A new comedy festival will plant its roots in Iowa City.
By DEVYN YOUNG 
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

Iowa City will soon 
have a fresh source of 
laughs. Set to début 
April 16 through 19, the 
first Floodwater Com-
edy Festival recently 
received its necessary 
funding — and then 
some — via the Indie 
GoGo crowd-funding 
website. The Daily Io-
wan sat down with UI 
theater students and 
the masterminds behind 
Floodwater, Annie Lev-
itz and Kristine Moffitt.

The Daily Iowan: How 
were you two inspired 
to create the Floodwater 
Comedy Festival?

Kristine Moffitt: This 
started when Spencer 
Griffin, who is one of 
our cofounders and now 
the executive produc-
er at College Humor in 
Los Angeles. He was in 
contact with David Mc-
Graw, who is a lecturer 
in the [UI] Theater De-
partment who I work 
with a lot and an adviser 
for this project. Spencer 
went to David saying he 
had an idea of a comedic 
video-shorts festival, and 
he wanted to work with 
some students on it. 

So David got me con-
nected with Spencer, 
and I talked to him a 
little bit about it, and 
he said, “You know, it’s 

going to be hard for me 
to help you every step of 
the way since I’m not in 
Iowa City, so I think the 
best thing you can do is 
get together with some 
students, some of the 
most helpful and orga-
nized people you know, 
and make it happen.” 
This was last summer. 

So I got in contact 
with Annie, who I have 
worked with on pro-
ductions in the Theater 
Department before, and 
asked her to co-produce 
it with me. We talked 
about how we wanted to 
expand it further than 
video shorts: We wanted 
to do standup, improv, 
and writing as well, 
because we know that 

there is a great commu-
nity of standup comedi-
ans and improv groups 
in Iowa City, and we’re 
a writing university; our 
town is all about that. 
We wanted to bring in 
all these different as-
pects to one festival. 

DI: What was the pro-
cess like to get funding 
for the festival?

Annie Levitz: We 
knew right off the bat 
that we kind of wanted 
to go the crowd-sourcing 
route, just because it’s 
very popular right now 
and we are a nonprofit. 
It just seemed like the 
best way for us to get a 
jump-start on funding. 
We decided to use Indie 
GoGo, and we created a 
video and got it up there.

 
DI: What will Floodwa-

ter Comedy Festival have 
in store for Iowa City? 

Levitz: So one of our 
big hopes is to have these 
community voices we 

know and love but also 
to bring in some outside 
voices and especially mi-
nority voices. We want to 
get everyone in the com-
munity different events 
they can latch onto. For 
example, we’re doing a 
kids’ writing workshop, 
so some members will be 
teaching them joke-writ-
ing, and then they’ll have 
their own little standup 
in front of friends and 
family. 

Moffitt: We are two 
women putting on a com-
edy festival, and I think 
it’s sort of a known issue 
with comedy that there 
aren’t enough women. 
Megan Gogerty, a lo-
cal standup comedian 
as well as a lecturer at 
the UI, will give a talk 
on women in comedy, 
which we’re super excit-
ed about. We want it to 
not only have showcase 
opportunities for our lo-
cal talent, but we want 
to give them enough op-
portunities to grow their 
talent.

DI: What do you hope 
audiences and partici-
pants will get out of the 
experience? 

Levitz: I know this 
is pretty obvious, but 
first and foremost we 
just hope they have a 
good time, that they en-
joy themselves, get some 
good laughs in, and that 
they get to experience a 
lot of our local businesses 
here.  

Moffitt: We hope that 
we’re bringing some-
thing new to Iowa City, 
maybe some experiences 
that our audiences hav-
en’t had before. 

Anyone who wants to 
participate in the festi-
val may still submit ap-
plications to perform im-
provisation and standup 
through Friday. Video 
shorts and all forms of 
comedic writing are due 
March 30. All of the in-
formation needed can be 
found at floodwatercom-
edyfest.com.

A still of Annie Levitz and Kristine Moffitt was taken out of the Floodwaters Comedy Festival promotional video on March 11, 2015. 
Video made by Annie Levitz and Kristine Moffitt for Floodwaters Comedy Festival. 
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By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

The Bolshoi Ballet 
will return to Iowa City 
(through video, at least), 
this time with an adaption 
of William Shakespeare’s 
much-performed but rarely 
danced Romeo and Juliet.

The Englert Theater, 
221 E. Washington St., will 
host a film screening of the 
Bolshoi’s adaptation of Ro-
meo and Juliet at 7 p.m. 
March 20. 

This is not the first time 
Romeo and Juliet has 
been taken from the stage. 
Shakespeare’s famous play 
Romeo and Juliet has been 
depicted in film, TV, and 
(more or less) the Broadway 
musical West Side Story.

Professor Emeritus of 
English Miriam Gilbert 
said many modern audi-
ences gained their first 
introduction to the play 
through movies. The most 
important of these, in Gil-
bert’s opinion, is Franco 
Zeffirelli’s 1968 film, based 
in part on his earlier Old 
Vic stage version starring 
Judi Dench.

“For most people, that 
was definitely a turning 
point, with treating [Ro-
meo and Juliet] about 
young people. And it was 
just great,” Gilbert said. 
“And he went ahead and 
made a film, which is just 
gorgeous with beautiful 
music, and for many peo-
ple, up until Baz Luhr-
mann’s film, was their in-
troduction to the play. And 
a beautiful introduction.”

Luhrmann’s 1996 film 
Romeo + Juliet placed the 

Elizabethan drama in ’90s 
Verona “Beach” — but 
maintained the Shake-
spearian language — and 
starred Leonardo DiCap-
rio and Claire Danes as the 
star-crossed lovers.

“Baz Luhrmann does 
use Shakespeare’s lines 
in a modern dress,” Gil-
bert said. “He starts the 
prologue being delivered 
by a TV anchor. Instead of 
swords, they have guns, al-
though one gun does have 
‘Sword’ written on it … It 
was hugely popular; many 
people went to see it.”

Adam Hooks, a UI assis-
tant professor of English 
who specializes in Shake-
speare, said the famous 
balcony scene was not in-
cluded in the original Ro-
meo and Juliet script.

“In the late 17th centu-
ry, Romeo and Juliet was 
transposed to a Roman set-
ting and in some ways [is] 
completely crazy from our 
perspective, but it appears 
to be the first production 
that features what we’ve 
come to know as the balco-
ny scene,” Hooks said.

Gilbert said she recom-
mends modern directors 
try to portray Romeo and 
Juliet in a fresh light. 
A 2013 film adaptation, 
for example, was widely 
panned for copying Zef-
firelli’s style, changing 
the dialogue, and contrib-
uting little to the literary 
conversation.

“If you go at it in a for-
mulaic way, and you say, 
‘Here’s one of the greatest 
love stories of all time,’ 
then you’re going to have 
a bad production,” Gilbert 

said. “But if you say, ‘What 
is this play saying to me 
right now?,’ you’re more 
likely to find something 
interesting. But you have 
to trust the play, trust the 
actors, I don’t think a for-
mula works at all. And I 
think rethinking of the 
characters is always good.” 

George De La Peña, the 
head of the UI Dance De-
partment, said that the 
movement Bolshoi Ballet 
uses in its Romeo and Ju-
liet are poetic, despite the 
absence of dialogue.

“There is the dance of 
seduction,” De La Peña 
said. “There is the taut 
body language of attrac-
tion and desire. These are 
all recognizable body-lan-
guage clues and cues that 
can be interpreted without 
language. After all, that’s 
what we used to do before 
we had language.” 

“Therefore, as beautiful 
as the Bard’s language and 
poetry is, the timeless story 
does not suffer for lack of 
it,” De La Peña said. “Fur-
ther, the body language is 
heightened in the ballet to 
a level of glorious expres-
sion as it reaches beyond 
the limits of feeling, a fully 
embodied experience.”

Dancing into Romeo
By GRACE HAERR
grace-haerr@uiowa.edu

This weekend I acted 
as a fly on the wall during 
Joffrey Ballet’s dress re-
hearsal and a guest in a 
home of ambiguous own-
ership for the play Luck 
of the Irish.

Joffrey Ballet’s final 
run-through before its 
first performance in 
Space/Place March 7 
was steaming. 

The temperature of 
Space/Place must be 
kept between 70 and 
80 degrees so the danc-
ers’ muscles stay warm. 
While this may aid in 
injury prevention, it cer-
tainly did not prevent 
any perspiration.

The men and wom-
en on stage glistened. I 
could hear them panting 
for oxygen and see their 
rib cages expanding and 
contracting in unison. 

One of the men lifted 
up one of the women as 
if she weighed no more 
than the clothes she 
wore. Together they spun 
delicately with their bod-
ies intertwined. 

It was seemingly ef-
fortless — if there was 
ever a question in my 
mind on whether danc-
ers were athletes, it was 
swept away by the re-
markable flexibility and 
strength displayed in 
that very moment.

Artistic Director of 
Joffrey Ashley Wheater 
laughed at my impressed 
comments following the 
run-through. “They[the 
dancers] were taking it 

easy,” he said.
It took nearly two 

hours to coordinate each 
slight movement the 
dancers made with the 
timing of the music and 
the direction of the light-
ing. None of it looked 
easy to me.

An old photography 
axiom holds true for the 
art of theater, as Joffrey 
proved: Lighting is ev-
erything. Back splashes 
on the stage enhanced 
the mood, glowing red 
during the fourth move-
ment, which included 
the music of Johnny 
Cash — accentuating 
the pain exhibited by 
the dancers during 
the song “Hurt” — and 
green light shown for 
the classical pieces.

A spotlight acted like 
a bubble for the danc-
ers to perform in. Exit-
ing this bubble of light, 
dancers disappeared in-
to the darkness. 

If the dancers can 
conduct a near flaw-
less dress rehearsal in 
the somewhat oppres-
sive Space/Place, I can’t 
wait to catch them at 
the new Hancher, now 
nearing completion. I 
think I may faint.

The story of Luck of the 
Irish was a little more 
self-evident, if not quite 
as powerful. The play 
begins in a traditional-
ly white neighborhood 
1950s Boston, in which 
an affluent black family 
wishes to move. In order 
to secure their dream 
home, they have a white 
Irish family “ghost sign” 

the lease — an arrange-
ment that proves more 
complicated than they 
would have thought gen-
erations later.

The actors in Luck of 
the Irish performed on 
an oversized Lazy Susan 
that rotated in the center 
of the stage in Thayer 
Theater.   Audience mem-
bers were seated in four 
sections surrounding the 
moving stage, allowing 
them to view the actors 
in every angle of light 
throughout the show.

Set in Boston, the 
men and women did jus-
tice to the East Coast 
slang/accent.

It is the agenda of 
people wishing to em-
brace themselves in the 
story of Luck of the Irish 
to answer the question: 
Does this charming Bos-
ton home belong to the 
Taylors or the Dono-
vans? I overwhelmingly 
sided with the Taylors, 
but you can decide for 
yourself; performances 
continue at 8 p.m. today 
through Saturday  in 
the Thayer Theater.

As for the beautiful 
Joffrey dancers, you will 
have to wait for their 
next Iowa City visit or 
else track them down on 
their current national 
tour. I would recommend 
catching their annual 
Nutcracker ballet in Chi-
cago in December — it 
would be a good chance 
to reminisce if you were 
alive and lucky enough 
to catch the ballet’s 
world première in Iowa 
City in 1987.

Joffrey meets Irish luck
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• Epidemiology Seminar, 11:30 a.m., N120 College of 
Public Health Building
• Pharmacology Graduate Student Workshop, 
Sondra Dean, 12:30 p.m., Bowen Spivey Auditorium
• Chemistry Lecture, “Studying the Molecular 
Orientation and Behavior of Ionic Liquid Films at the 
Solid-Liquid Interface,” Radhika Anaredy, 12:30 p.m., 
C29 Pomerantz Center
• Mechanical Engineering Professional Seminar, 
Gregg Machetta, 3:30 p.m., 40 Schaeffer Hall
• “Looking In and Out of Elisabeth Koren’s Pantry, 
David Faldet, 6:30 p.m., Old Capitol Supreme Court 
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Charles Baxter, fiction, 7 

p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Heidi Worsham, piano, 8 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
• Luck of the Irish, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Theater 
Building Thayer Theater
• Super-Sized Game Night, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, March 12, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Set the stage for a little adventure. Travel, 
entertainment, or spending time with someone you love will lead to an 
emotional decision that will bring you benefits. Expand your options, 
and make your move. Love is in the stars. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Offer suggestions and hands-on help, but 
don’t donate money that you cannot afford to part with. Emotional 
blackmail will be used to try to make you feel guilty for not making a 
contribution. Remember, charity begins at home.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take care of emotional matters that can sti-
fle your productivity or advancement. Put common sense and your best 
efforts behind every move you make. Romance is on the rise. Celebrate 
with someone special, and end your day on a positive note.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t give in to someone putting demands 
on you. Follow the path that you find inviting, even if no one else is 
heading in that direction. Explore, discover, and enjoy the freedom that 
doing your own thing can offer.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take action, follow through with your plans, and 
you will come out a winner. Express your thoughts, and enjoy the bene-
fits that come with making a decision and following a path that excites 
you. Romance is highlighted; it will lead to a commitment. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Problems at home can be expected. Take 
care of business quickly, and you will make positive gains. Hesitation 
will hold you back or lead to loss. An investment or real-estate deal is 
worth checking out. Trust your intuition. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Partnerships will pay off. Share information 
and contacts, and you will find a way to expand your interests as well as 
your income. Romance is on the rise, and celebrating your good fortune 
will end your day in a positive way. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Take care of domestic chores. Improve 
your surroundings by moving things around to work more efficiently. A 
unique contribution you make will lead to an opportunity that can en-
hance your professional prospects. Negotiations will lean in your favor. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t believe everything you are told. 
Take the initiative, and counteract any problems you face before they 
have a chance to grow. A change at home will brighten your day and 
your future. An investment will raise your profile. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Work alongside others. Now is not the 
time to make waves or confront a situation that has the potential to 
make you look bad. Nurture partnerships, and you will get the backing 
you need when the time is right. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your dedication and enthusiastic ap-
proach to whatever job you take on will improve your reputation and 
lead to bigger and better opportunities. A personal change you make 
will be noticed and appreciated by someone who means the world to 
you. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t take to heart what others say. Go 
about your business, and concentrate on projects you enjoy doing. 
Give your creative imagination the go-ahead, and see what happens. 
Self-improvement should be your goal.

8 a.m.-9 a.m. Morning Drive
9 a.m.-10 a.m. Ian and Abby Show
10 a.m.-noon Win with Uwin
Noon-1 p.m. MLB Fantasy
2 p.m.-4 p.m. The Lit Show
4 p.m.-5 p.m. Staff Infection
5 p.m.-6 p.m. KRUI News
7 p.m.-8 p.m. Healthbeat
8 p.m.-10 p.m. The Cathartic Arc

20 Bad Hotel 
Names:

• As-BEST-os Inn
• On A Dare

• The Sweaty Palms
• Silver Doors & Golden 

Showers
• Second-Best Western

• The Honey Butter Ritz
• Baghdad American Embas-

sy Suites
• The Three-and-a-Half Sea-

sons
• Inn God’s Hands Now

• The Nine Circles
• The Oswald-Booth
• Unregistered Arms
• Traveler’s Decision
• Deathrattle Suites

• Motel 6 (On A Scale to 100)
• Prostitoots

• Historic New York Crack 
House

• Auntie Irma’s Bed and/or 
Breakfast

• The Hoach Rotel
• Anything with “Newark” in 

the name

 
Andrew R. Juhl thanks reader Dave S. for 

today’s Ledge idea.

Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien power over us.
— Franklin D. Roosevelt

Follow us on 
Twitter

@TheDailyIowan
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