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fêtes UI’s 
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By LI DAI
li-dai@uiowa.edu

Some international students working in dining halls or con-
venience stores are there for one primary reason, and it’s not 
for the paycheck.

They are after a Social Security number.
“In my sophomore year, I worked in Burge Market Place for 

one semester, and the most important reason I worked is to 
get Social Security number,” University of Iowa junior Zhuoye 
Zhang said. 

The Social Security Administration website says people do 
not need a Social Security number to get a job, but once they 
have a job, a number is needed for the employers to report 
their earnings to the IRS.

Once international students obtain part-time jobs with 
the university in some capacity, students must provide infor-
mation that proves they are attending that university with 
some sort of employment and documentation of their expected 
hours and work duties. Students cannot be legally be paid for 
their work until they receive a number.

From here, they are assigned a Social Security number. 
Students don’t have to be citizens to receive the number. 
According to the Social Security Administration website, 
the department will send a number and card once immi-
gration details are verified, which can take two to four 
weeks or more.

Bill Kelly, assistant manager of Hillcrest Marketplace, said 
University Housing and Dining employs the largest number 
of UI students because it takes a lot of help to staff all of its 
outlets. However, he said, it doesn’t track the number of inter-
national students working in the dining halls.

“We do have a high percentage of international students 
working in dining, because they have been very reliable and 
have a good work ethic,” he said.

UI junior Hao Wang said Hillcrest and Burge Marketplaces 
are the two easiest places for international students to get 
part-time jobs. Some even choose to leave their jobs once they 
receive their Social Security cards.

“I stopped working in Hillcrest Marketplace after obtaining 
the Social Security number,” Wang said. “I know many inter-
national students didn’t want to keep working after they get 
Social Security numbers.”

For these students, it is a way to put down simple roots in 
the United States. 

“Most of my Chinese friends suggested me to get Social Se-
curity number because they said it is useful to apply for credit 
cards,” Wang said. “My Chinese friends told me that a Social 
Security number can help me to stay and find a job in the 
United States after graduation.”

There are misconceptions about what a Social Security 
number guarantees for these students.

Int’l students seek 
Social Security numbers

Many international students work in University Dining to obtain the numbers.

By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Each week, The Daily Iowan will provide an in-depth 
look at a local business.

Many locals have received a unique and original ar-
rangement of flowers from the Iowa City business Every 
Bloomin’ Thing.

The flower shop, 2 Rocky Shore Drive, has eight or 
nine regular workers who create different arrangements 
of flowers, owner Sanja Hunt said. 

She said each designer has an artistic eye that com-
bines color and texture of flowers to create an attractive 
display.

Though it’s winter, the florists said they are still are 
dedicated to their work. During the early months of the 
year, tulips are on sale as part of spring flower specials 
to decorate home interiors.

By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

Despite deflated national gas prices, 
the phrase “pain at the pump” could 
soon ring true for more Iowans. 

How soon? March 1 to be exact.
Gov. Terry Branstad’s quick-fire sign-

ing of a first increase in 
the state’s gas taxes on 
Wednesday means Iowa 
drivers will have to foot 
an extra 10 cents per 
gallon each time they 
fill up at the gasoline 
pump, beginning on the 
first of next month. 

As the 68-year-old 
Republican touted the 
signing — the first gas-tax bump since 
1989 — as a key example of bipartisan 
cooperation and one that will be a boon 
to economic development, a number 
state Democrats, Republicans, and po-
litical groups countered his rhetoric. 

“The governor signed it obviously in 
his pajamas,” said Sen. Tony Bisignano, 
D-Des Moines, who voted against the 
measure. “He couldn’t wait to raise taxes.” 

By KENDREW PANYANOUVONG
kpanyanouvong@uiowa.edu

Wednesday was yet another 
birthday for the University of Iowa.

To mark it, the Campus Activ-
ities Board held a celebration for 
the UI’s 168th birthday in the IMU. 
The event, the second of its kind 
following last year’s 167th celebra-
tion, included 750 black and gold 
popcorn-flavored cupcakes placed 
in an “I” formation.

The UI was founded on Feb. 25, 
1847, the state’s first public uni-
versity.

“We want the university’s birth-
day to be a bigger tradition,” said 
Alexis Nguyen, the Campus Activi-
ties Board traditions director. “This 
tradition should matter. We’re go-
ing here for a reason, and the uni-
versity is our home. Feb. 25 is a 
date that people should remember. 
In later years, we hope to eventu-
ally have some type of party or big 
festive event for it.”

INSPIRED. 
IOWA WINS THIRD STRAIGHT BIG TEN 

GAME FOR FIRST TIME THIS YEAR. 
SPORTS.

TRANSPORTATION

UI sophomore Bing Lyu puts away dishes in the Burge Marketplace on Tuesday. Many international students work at the Hillcrest and Burge Marketplaces in order to gain Social Security numbers. 
(The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)

Flowers sit in the cooler at Every Bloomin’ Thing on Wednesday. Every Bloomin’ Thing is a local florist that 
has proudly served the area for more than 40 years. (The Daily Iowan/McCall Radavich)

Iowa’s first tax increase on 
unleaded, ethanol-blended, 
and diesel fuels in 26 years 
will take effect on March 1. 

Branstad
governor

The state’s first public 
university sparks 
celebration of 168 years
of learning.
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“Students only need a 
Social Security number 
if they have a valid of-
fer of employment,” said 

Michael Bortscheller, an 
assistant director of In-
ternational Students and 
Scholars. “Some students 
want Social Security 
numbers because they be-
lieve — incorrectly — that 
they need one in order to 
get a driver’s license.”

Zhang was one such 
student who said taking 
the driver’s-license test 
as a motivation for get-
ting the number.

Bortscheller said So-
cial Security numbers 
do not necessarily help 
students find jobs after 

graduation. He pointed 
out that many interna-
tional students apply 
for Optional Practical 
Training  — which al-
lows them to work on 
existing student visa for 
up to a year after grad-
uation to gather experi-

ence — without receiv-
ing a Social Security 
number. 

Still, students seek the 
little blue government-is-
sued card. 

“I think a Social Secu-
rity number is import-
ant because it helps to 

record our covered wag-
es or earnings,” said UI 
sophomore Ru Huang, 
who worked in Hillcrest 
Marketplace for three 
months. “These records 
are necessary for us to 
buy a car or a house in 
the United States.” 

“Spring starts at Every 
Bloomin’ Thing on Jan. 1,” 
Hunt said. “People get cab-
in fever … we try to get 
our customers through the 
doldrums of January and 
February by declaring that 
spring starts early.”

Hunt has owned the 
shop for 22 years out of the 
43 it has been open. Deliv-
ery drivers dispatch orders 
to customers in Iowa City 
and Coralville, as well as to 
Hills, Solon, West Branch, 
North Liberty, and Tiffin.

Florists arrange their 

displays in an open setting 
with mint green walls, sun-
light shining through the 
windows — on most days 
— and flowers surrounding 
the room.

The flowers used are 
mostly purchased from a 
central distribution center 
in Illinois.

Before Illinois, flowers 
come from around the coun-
try and world, including 
California, Chile, Colombia, 
and the Netherlands.

In the summer months, 
Every Bloomin’ Thing 
buys flowers from local 
gardeners, including Ann 
Franzenburg, the owner 
of Pheasant Run Farm in 
Van Horne, Iowa.

During the 2008 flood, 4 
feet of water streamed in-
side and affected the phys-
ical building as well as the 
company’s sales. Hunt and 
her workers were warned 
a flood was coming, so they 
took precautions by trans-
porting goods and equip-
ment to the home of Hunt’s 
daughter, Maja Hunt.

“It pretty much wiped ev-
erything out,” Sanja Hunt 
said. “We had to start over. 
We had to get a new cooler, 
new floors, and the ceilings 
collapsed. Even though the 
water didn’t reach the ceil-
ing, the humidity was so 
heavy in here. It saturated 
everything, and it just col-
lapsed.”

The flood began in June 
2008, and Every Bloomin’ 
Thing wasn’t back in regu-
lar business until October 
of that year, when the recon-
struction was finished.

Meanwhile, coworkers 
worked in Maja Hunt’s 
kitchen, but sometimes they 
had to spread to other rooms 
in the house.

“One time my mom need-
ed flowers for a wedding, 
and she put them in my 
bathtub — [they were in] 
big buckets,” Maja Hunt 
said and laughed. “But then 
she needed me to change 
out hot water to help the 
flowers. And then she tried 
to put flowers in my bed-
room, and I stopped her. 

“I said, ‘No flowers in 
my bedroom. I’m sor-
ry. I got to have my own 
space,’ ” she said.

That summer was a 
change of pace, but the flo-
rists worked to serve the 
demands of their customers, 

“We did it. We made it,” 
said Maria Wisely, an em-
ployee of eight years who 
has never missed a day of 
work. “[Coming back] was 
nice because there was a lot 
of room, and it was better to 
move around.”

Employee Fiona Long, 
who has worked for Every 
Bloomin’ Thing since this 
past fall, is a landscaper 
for small private gardens 
around Iowa City during 

the summer months. Ev-
ery winter for the last few 
years, she asked Hunt for a 
job, she said.

Hunt said they did not 
need the extra set of hands 
in past years, but this year, 
it has worked out for both 
Long and the business.

Since Long has worked at 
Every Bloomin’ Thing, she’s 
completed arrangements 
during Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, and Valentine’s Day. She 
said she has the most fun on 
those fast-paced days.

“If I wasn’t working here, 
I would have winter depres-
sion or something,” Long 
said. “It’s bright and cheery 
and positive. It’s just a great 
atmosphere to work in.”

An operative for the 
state branch of Americans 
for Prosperity lambasted 
Branstad and legislators 
Wednesday, dubbing the in-
crease as a burden for the 
state’s impoverished and 
working-class families. 

“Gov. Branstad’s signa-
ture on the gas tax hike 
adds to the disappoint-
ment of Iowans who seek 
real leadership as the 
state wrestles with how to 
address long-term infra-
structure needs,” said Drew 
Klein, the state director of 
the Koch brothers-backed 
conservative group in a 
statement.

Backers of the legislation 
have said the move is an an-
swer to Iowa raising $215 
million annually to fund 
the upkeep of the state’s 
114,000 miles of roads. 

During the previous leg-
islative session, support for 
a gas tax failed to gain ade-
quate traction.

In a series of interviews 
with The Daily Iowan 
Wednesday, top lawmak-
ers from both sides of the 
political aisle who have 
largely blasted the in-
crease said the issue was 
making the notion of bi-
partisan negotiating toxic 
at the Statehouse. 

“In all honesty, people are 
happy it’s out of the room,” 
Bisignano said. “Something 
like that takes all of the ox-
ygen out the room. The gas 
tax is yesterday’s news.”

Several lawmakers on 
the losing end of the gas-tax 
battle now say they want to 
direct their legislative at-

tention to economic-devel-
opment bills and legislation 
that better protects victims 
of sexual abuse. 

But on the cusp of 
Wednesday’s passage and 
a March 1 implementation, 
cities and counties who 
have looked to the extra 
funding won’t see a dime 
until April at the soonest, 
said Stuart Anderson, a 
divisional director at the 
Iowa Department of Trans-
portation.

Once the state issues 
funds to Iowa’s 99 county 
treasurer officess, county 
officials can start to distrib-
ute infrastructure funding 
to local municipalities and 
the counties. 

A meeting in March 
will be held to present a 

road-funding forecast, An-
derson said. 

The increase is set to fun-
nel $204 million in the next 
fiscal year, before shrinking 
a bit each year to $195 mil-
lion in fiscal 2020.

Iowa DOT officials laud-
ed the passage of the new 
law as having “good tim-
ing.”

Stuart said prime exam-
ples of where gas-tax fund-
ing has been targeted is in 
so-called “multiyear corri-
dor projects,” or stretches of 
highway that are targeted 
at expansion from two to 
four lanes. 

Such examples include 
U.S. Highway 20 between 
Correctionville and Early, 
U.S. Highway 30 between 
Tama to Cedar Rapids, 

and U.S. Highway 61 near 
Burlington. 

At least one of Iowa’s 
major convenience-store 
chains — Ankeny-based 
Casey’s General Stores — 
has no plans to make ad-
justments with the new tax 
hike. 

“This is something that 
is very new, and we don’t 
necessarily politically ad-
vocate one way or another 
for the gas tax,” said Bill 
Walljasper, chief financial 
officer for the company, 
which has nearly 1,900 
locations in 14 states. In 
some states, Casey’s offers 
customers 10 cents off per 
gallon when they buy a 
large pizza.

Over the past several 
months, state transpor-

tation leaders have had 
conversations with oth-
er Midwestern states on 
how to take on the gas tax 
head on. 

“A lot of them are watch-
ing what’s happening here 
in Iowa to see if it’s a mod-
el they can use,” Anderson 
said. 

Sen. Amy Sinclair, R-Al-
lerton, who voted against 
the measure on Tuesday, 
said she would be more 
open to supporting a gas-
tax increase should it have 
passed with a 2- to 5-cent 
per gallon bump. 

“A couple of the counties 
in my district are some of 
the poorest in the state,” 
she said. “What projects 
will be done in my area? 
Honestly, I don’t know.”

Hundreds of students 
attended the event, 
which occurred during 
the same time as the an-
nual spring Job and In-
ternship Fair.

“[The university] 
still continues to grow. 
Iowa City is such a di-
verse place,” said fresh-
man psychology major 
Claire Wilson. “There’s 
so much to be proud of: 
the culture, the Writ-
ers’ Workshop, an active 
nightlife, and Hawk-
eye athletics. Everyone 
is revolved around Io-
wa athletics; because 
we don’t have any sort 
of professional team, 
it makes it that much 
more special.”

Campus Activities 
Board members hope 
to host future birthday 
celebrations for the uni-
versity.

“I think making it a 

bigger event could pro-
mote even more school 
pride, because students 
would be taking a day 
to celebrate their uni-
versity and its history,” 
said UI sophomore Zara 
Teichroew, a member of 
the group’s traditions 
committee.

Students took the 
time to step back and 
remind themselves of 
why they chose to at-
tend school here. The 
university’s birthday is 
not only a day to cele-
brate strong academia 
and athletics but to rec-
ognize how beautiful 
and diverse our campus 
and school is.

The birthday party 
was not the first tradi-
tion the Campus Activ-
ities Board has tried to 
revive or put in place.

This past fall, the 
group brought back 
the tradition of a Corn 
Monument in front of 
the Pentacrest during 
Homecoming.

A UI Libraries official 

said introspection could 
be one result of the oc-
casion. 

 “This university sup-
ports the arts, creative 
works, film, writing, and 
all of those activities 

that I think we should 
be proud of,” said Greg 
Prickman, the head of 
Special Collections and 
University Archives. “I 
think during univer-
sity’s birthday, we can 

take a moment and re-
flect on where we once 
came from and appre-
ciate what the univer-
sity has provided for 
us throughout all the 
years.”

The UI celebrates its 168th birthday this year in the IMU Hubbard Commons on Wednesday. A new dessert, the “Iowa 
Pop-Keye” corncake, was named the official dessert in honor of the 168 years. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)

Birthday
Wednesday was the UI’s 
168th birthday.
• The UI was the first public univer-
sity in the nation to admit men and 
women on an equal basis.
• The UI established the first law 
school west of the Mississippi River.
• The Iowa Writers’ Workshop is 
world-renowned, with its alumni 
winning a collective 18 Pulitzer 
Prizes as well as numerous National 
Book Awards and other major 
literary honors.
• Iowa City was the territory’s first 
“permanent” capital when the Old 
Capitol was built in 1840. The state 
government moved to Des Moines 
in 1857, leaving the Old Capitol 
to the university. It was the first 
building owned by the UI.
• In the summer of 2008, flooding 
damaged more than 20 campus 
buildings.
• The Lindquist Center, the home 
to the UI College of Education, 
was named after UI Professor E.F. 
Lindquist, who created the ACT 
standardized test.

Source: DI archives
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Fulfilling his promise, President Obama has ve-
toed the Keystone XL pipeline. It is unlikely 
that Congress will be able to override the veto, 

because the two-thirds majority needed is nonexistent. 
The veto trend is likely to be a staple of the re-

maining not-quite two years of the Obama presiden-
cy. With Republicans controlling both the Senate and 
the House, bills passed without substantial bipartisan 
support will probably be rejected. 

It is clear that the arguments for both sides of the 
XL pipeline debate have not resulted in conclusions 
that are clear to the public. The State Department’s 
report from last year investigating the XL pipeline 
documented what effects it could have on job creation 
and the environment. The department’s findings were 
interpreted by both parties by spinning to their polit-
ical ideology. 

Both Democrats and Republicans argued over how 
many jobs the pipeline would actually generate. The 
State Department detailed that creation of the pipe-
line would create up to 42,100 temporary jobs. Repub-
licans latched onto this number and cited job creation 
as a fundamental benefit of the pipeline.

Democrats have debated the longevity of the poten-
tial jobs. The report said most of the jobs would be 
affiliated with the construction of the pipeline, mean-
ing that they were temporary. After the pipeline is 
finished, those jobs will be gone. In fact, if you look 
at the wording in the report, after the construction is 
finished, only 35 permanent jobs will be created.

Another point of debate in the pipeline is envi-
ronmental. Republicans were elated to find that 
the official report stated that the proposed pipeline 
“would not significantly increase the rate of plan-
et-warming pollution.” But environmentalists and 
Democrats both disagreed with the distinction of 
the word “significantly.” 

There may be other factors the report didn’t take 
into account. Potential pollution from tar-sands oil, 
deforestation, water waste, and the potential for mas-
sive oil spills are all things to consider. It is unknown 
the environmental effect the pipeline will have in five 
to 10 years. By then, it could be too late.

After job and environment concerns, there is still 
one last thing to consider: alternative energy. Obama 
recently agreed to an international carbon-emissions 
pact with China to reduce emissions by 26 to 28 per-
cent by 2025. The U.S.’s intention to decrease its neg-
ative effect on global climate change seem disingenu-
ous if it opts to invest in oil production.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes the ve-
to of Keystone XL signals a new direction in domes-
tic-energy production. What is being overlooked in the 
partisan debate between Republicans and Democrats 
is that we are at a pivotal time developing energy 
sources. The commitment to devoting capital to alter-
native-energy solutions such as solar power and wind 
power is threatened when obligations are made to ar-
chaic energy sources, and hopefully, this veto can start 
a new conversation on alternative energy.

Rejoice, minimum-wage 
workers of Walmart. You’re 
getting a raise.

Yes, it’s true. The outdat-
ed Walmart business mod-
el, which was to hire as few 
employees as possible while 
paying them as little as pos-
sible in order to keep prod-
uct prices as low as possible 
is no longer.

Walmart announced last 
week that effective in April, 
the lowest starting wage for 
its employees will be $9. For 
states such as Iowa, which is 
tied for the lowest minimum 
wage in the entire country 
at $7.25, this is a big deal. 

Being the biggest private 
employer in the United 
States, this pay raise will 
affect more than 500,000 
of Walmart’s estimated 1.3 
million workers.

What’s the catch? 
Walmart can’t do this out of 
pure goodwill. The bottom 
line for big business is still 
the same as it’s ever been: 
Revenues minus expenses 
equals profit. If employees 
are being paid more, expens-
es will be higher, leading to 
a profit margin that isn’t as 
nice as it used to be.

Starting with the obvi-
ous, this is a PR move. In 
a current political climate 
heated  between federal 
minimum-wage increases 
advocated by President 
Obama and a staunch 
conservative opposition in 
both the House and Sen-
ate, this move comes off 
by Walmart as progressive 
and altruistic. 

Deciding to proactive-
ly raise wages, Walmart 
has also saved itself future 
problems from having to be 
forced to respond to future 
minimum-wage legislation. 
The financial shock for the 
largest private employer in 
the world is significantly 
reduced if it can gradually 
raise minimum-wage rates 
itself rather than having to 

adjust its pay scale to feder-
al standards. 

Not only is Walmart re-
sponding to the political 
climate, it is also respond-
ing to the economic climate. 
A current unemployment 
rate of 5.7 percent means 
that workers don’t have to 
resort to low-paying jobs 
at Walmart as they did in 
2009, when unemployment 
peaked at a whopping 10 
percent. This pay raise could 
signal a restoration of an 
economy that was broken 
from a recession. 

According to 
Bloombergview.com, 44 per-
cent of Walmart’s staff turns 
over each year. That’s right, 
nearly half of all employ-
ees come and go in a year. 
Compared with a compet-
itor such as Costco, which 
experiences only a 17 per-
cent turnover rate, it’s quite 
alarming. The unneeded 
expense that Walmart suf-
fers to a degree that Costco 
doesn’t includes hiring and 
training new employees 
just to have them quit sud-
denly is a trend that will 
implode over time.

Responding to Walmart, 
retailer T.J. Maxx has re-
cently announced it will 
also raise minimum wages 
to $9. The ripple effect that 
Walmart may have on the 
retail industry may be sig-
nificant if others copy its pay 
initiative. In the fast-food 
industry, the second-largest 
private employer, McDon-
ald’s, will be pressured. Why 
flip a burger for $7.25 when 
you can stock shelves for $9?

In the end, that is what 
this all comes down to: com-
petition. In a market econ-
omy, that keeps businesses 
honest. Walmart’s decision 
was a PR move as much as 
it was a business decision. 
The company was no longer 
a desirable place to work; 
employees “voted with their 
feet” and left for more bene-
ficial situations. 

In the case of a federal 
minimum wage, most will 
not think to flee the country, 
but they will surely take off 
their blue smock and flee 
from behind the cash regis-
ter. It may be possible that 
legislation won’t be needed 
to raise minimum wage.

My last column was 
about potential “mega-
droughts,” how droughts 
could scorch the entire 
Midwest. This week, 
I’m here to deliver more 
cheery news. A new UI 
study shows the Mid-
west has had an increase 
in large floods over the 
past five decades.

Large floods are not 
new to the area. I’m a 
native of Cedar Rapids, 
and many of our friends 
lost their homes and 
businesses in the 2008 
flood. The UI is still 
recovering; the music 
school still waits for a 
new home. Let’s hope 
we’ll enjoy operettas 
there soon.

UI graduate student 
Iman Mallakpour and 
Assistant Professor 
Gabriele Villarini con-
ducted the study. They 

sorted through more 
than 50 years of daily 
stream-gauge data from 
774 gauges across the 
Midwest and discov-
ered that 34 percent of 
the gauges experienced 
increases. For laymen, 
that translates not to 
more floods but to more 
large floods.

 The study also found 
that spring was the 
most severe flood sea-
son, attributing it to 
snowmelt to the north 
and April showers. Nine 
percent of the gauges 
experienced a decrease, 
but that number is sta-
tistically overshadowed. 
The area in question for 
the study is a swath of 
land from North Da-
kota, through Iowa, 
Illinios, Missouri, Indi-
ana, and Ohio. 

Though we Iowans don’t 
have to worry as much 
about rising sea levels (in 
an immediate sense), it 
is interesting that we do 
still have to view water as 
a source of disaster. 

Especially since the 
politicized topic of cli-
mate change doesn’t 
really interfere. These 

floods are going to hap-
pen, they’re going to 
happen more often, and 
carbon emissions or no, 
we’re going to have to 
deal with them.

I’d rather not see the 
IMU float down the 
river, but what can we 
do about it? This past 
year saw a lot of sum-
mer rain, and many 
communities in Iowa 
stockpiled sandbags in 
anticipation. Luckily, 
the river didn’t crest 
the Coralville Reservoir 
spillway. Another ’08 
flood was averted. 

 Perhaps in the near 
future, we’ll see new 
construction on flood 
canals and self-closing 
flood bars. In the coming 
decades, it may become a 
necessity for new barri-
ers to be in place. When 
looking over Iowa’s bud-
get, flood prevention 
should climb the list of 
priorities. The damage 
done to homes and busi-
nesses is astounding. 
The Alliant Energy Tow-
er, the tallest building 
in Cedar Rapids, had 
the entirety of its first 
floor under water. Dilap-

idated homes still stand 
in some neighborhoods, 
where homeowners 
couldn’t afford to repair 
the damage and were 
forced to leave them 
behind. The Public Li-
brary? Gone. Parks and 
trails? Gone. Cedar Rap-
ids just recently opened 
its new Public Library, 
six years after the flood.

It costs a lot more 
to rebuild than to put 
preventive systems in-
to place. Ensuring the 
level of destruction ex-
perienced in ’08 does 
not happen again is im-
portant, and the high 
price of reconstruction 
reflects on the populace. 
I don’t know the inner 
workings of UI finances, 
but I can only assume 
if the university didn’t 
have to build replace-
ment buildings, that 
money might have been 
spent elsewhere.

 And that’s real-
ly what all we can do 
about it. Wait and pre-
pare. Builder higher 
walls, lower trenches, 
anything to keep our 
river from decimating 
those along it.

Protect First Amendment

Freedom of speech, one of the 
most revered hallmarks of our 
democracy, is endangered on college 
campuses across the United States. 
Consider this small selection of cases, 
just from the past year:

A University of Tulsa student 
was suspended because of posts his 
partner made online that were critical 
of the university.

Peace activists at Western Michigan 
University were denied access to 
university spaces for an activism event.

Montclair State students faced 
financial penalties after circulating 
pro-Palestine literature on campus.

And right here on the University of 
Iowa campus, students are required to 
seek official administrative approval 
before exercising their rights and 
freely expressing their ideas in an 
organized demonstration.

Today, students will gather across 
the UI campus to speak out against 
these blatantly unconstitutional 
policies. This institution’s policies are 

particularly troublesome because 
it is partially funded by taxpayers, 
who expect their constitutional 
rights to be protected. Permit or not, 
other young citizens and I will take 
our message to students and make 
clear we won’t stand for free-speech 
restrictions of any kind.

Thousands of UI students have 
been troubled this year by the 
restrictive climate manufactured by 
our university administrators, who tell 
us that our Bill of Rights is somehow 
at odds with respect and inclusive-
ness. We demand that our college 
administrators make a clear and vocal 
commitment to free speech rights.

Authorities, whether they be 
federal or university, shouldn’t be 
in the position of deciding what’s 
offensive. The First Amendment isn’t 
designed to boost prevailing sentiment 
and the most popular ideas; it’s meant 
to protect things that make us uncom-
fortable. Our state and federal rights do 
not end when we step foot on campus 
and if we believe in the rule of law, we 
have to defend the First Amendment 

throughout our state institutions, 
college campuses included.

One purpose of higher education is 
to expose students to a broad array of 
ideas and subject them to meaningful 
and thoughtful debate. When we 
exclude ideas from public discourse, 
through administrative policies, we’re 
stifling that mission.

Our constitutional right to free 
speech, after all, isn’t meant to 
protect the powerful or the popular. 
It’s meant to protect the marginalized 
and the unpopular. And there are 
very good reasons for that — the 
story of human progress is a story 
of once-unpopular ideas becoming 
powerful forces of change.

But even bad ideas deserve 
protection. When people use their 
rights to spread offensive or uncom-
forting messages, it does no service 
to squelch it. Bad ideas should be 
discussed and rejected in the open. 
Censorship may force those ideas 
into the shadows, but it doesn’t 
confront them the way honest 
dialogue does.

We must trust our community is 
strong and thoughtful enough to deal 
openly with ideas they object to.

I invite students who are 
concerned about the creeping arm of 
censorship to join us on the Pentacrest 
today to assert their right to gather, 
speak, and demonstrate without a 
permission slip from their university 
nannies (bureaucrats). For those 
who do not support free expression, I 
invite you to engage in thoughtful de-
bate and freely express your position 
against such with us. 

I also invite those concerned 
students and citizens to join Young 
Americans for Liberty for its first-ever 
Iowa Convention on the UI campus on 
March 7. Young activists from around 
the Midwest will meet in Iowa City 
to organize against the restrictions 
we’ve seen here and elsewhere. For 
more information or to register, visit 
YALiberty.org/states.

Matt Evans
state director, Young Americans for 

Liberty
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highly physical, and testy.
“First of all, I think you 

have to look at the cir-
cumstances,” Aaron White 
said. “Both teams are rela-
tively on the bubble, prob-
ably them more than us. 
Both teams pretty close in 
the Big Ten standings … 
the circumstances set up 
for a pretty intense game; 
a physical, tough game. 
And that’s what we got.” 

The Hawkeyes jumped 
out to an 20-12 lead within 
the first eight minutes of 
play; however, that quick-
ly dissipated when Illinois 
reeled off an 11-2 run to 
take a 23-22 lead. Most of 
the problems that plagued 
the Hawkeyes during that 
run plagued them all half 
long. 

In retrospect, Iowa was 
fortunate that it held a 
1-point lead at halftime. 
The Hawkeyes had assists 

on 9 of its 11 field goals, yet 
they had also turned the 
ball over 8 times, leading 
to 14 Fighting Illini points 
on those turnovers. 

Iowa turned the ball 
over in the second half as 
well, albeit at a much less 
frequent rate. But more 
importantly, Illinois wasn’t 
able to convert those turn-
overs into points. 

Conversely, Illinois 
turned the ball over 13 
times, including 6 turn-
overs from its point guard, 
Ahmad Starks. 

“We need to be tough-
er during this time of 
the year,” Illinois head 
coach John Groce said. “I 
thought some of our pass-
es were sloppy.” 

With 17:11 left in the 
game, White took over, 
scoring 14-straight points 
for the Hawkeyes, culmi-
nating in a career-high 
29 points, as well as 9 re-
bounds and 2 steals. 

But perhaps the most 
important play of the 
game — or rather plays of 

the game — occurred on 
back-to-back possessions 
for the Hawkeyes. 

Up 8 with 5:22 left in 
the game, Anthony Clem-
mons ran off on the ball 
screen, then lobbed the 
ball to a backdoor-cutting 
White, who slammed the 
ball in to give Iowa a dou-
ble-digit lead.

The pass looked high 
when it left Clemmons’ 
hands, but the junior 
guard knew whom he was 
throwing it to. 

“Aaron is athletic 
enough that I know he’s 
going to get any pass that 
I throw up there,” Clem-
mons said. “That’s his play. 
If he missed that, that’s on 
him.” 

On the next play, Mike 
Gesell held the ball up top. 
After setting up, Gesell 
split two defenders, drove 
to the basket, and threw 
in another slam with his 
right hand, giving Iowa 
the 62-50 lead and bring-
ing the Carver-Hawkeye 
crowd to its feet. 

“I’m a little more ath-
letic than people think, 
in my opinion,” Gesell 
said. “The lane was wide 
open at that point, and I 
was able to get up.” 

Up 12 with few-
er than five minutes 
left, all Iowa needed to 
do was make its free 
throws, which it even-
tually did, although it 
failed to shut the door 
right away. 

When they did shut 
the door, the Hawks 
walked away with their 
first three-game Big 
Ten winning streak of 
the season, a 9-6 record 
in the Big Ten, and an 
opportunity to finish 
the final stretch of its 
season on its highest 
note yet. 

than anything else. 
“Everyone says that 

these are the best friends 
that you’ll make, and I 
think that’s even more 
so,” Logic said. “The 
chemistry on this team, 
how much we love play-
ing together, it’s grown 
every single year, and it’s 
something we’re proud 
of, and something that 
helps us win games.”

The team has praised 
its collective unselfish-
ness all season long. 
Logic, who is genuine in 
her appreciation of the 
team-first culture, said 
that contributed heavily 
in her decision to commit 
to the Hawkeyes. 

“It’s huge; it makes up 

for a lot of things,” she 
said. “It’s intangibles; 
we’re going to play hard 
for each other, we want 
each other to do well. 
It doesn’t matter who 
scores, who rebounds, 
who gets minutes, we’re 
happy with a win.” 

For the first time 
this year, however, the 
Hawkeyes haven’t had 
the chance to be hap-
py with a win for two 
games in a row. After 
falling to Minnesota 
on Feb. 17 and Ohio 
State on Feb. 21, the se-
nior-led team has a goal 
in mind today.  

A win over Wisconsin 
tonight would ensure Io-
wa a bye in the first two 
rounds of the Big Ten 
Tournament, and Doo-
little fully expects to see 
the team back on track in 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 

“We’re going to have 

to fall back on our chem-
istry a lot in these next 
two games,” she said. 
“I think we’ll be able to 
come back against Wis-
consin and rely on our 
chemistry.” 

If the team can finish 
these last two games 
with victories, it will be 
the first Hawkeye squad 
to go 16-0 at home. It 
seems only fitting, given 
the accolades and accom-
plishments garnered by 
its seniors — and coach 
Lisa Bluder has enor-
mous confidence in their 
ability, to, as they have 
many times before, find 
ways to win. 

“Their record the last 
time I heard was like 
88-40. They’ve just do-
ne a great job as far as 
putting together wins,” 
Bluder said. “This is 
another group that 
leaves here, most like-

ly, playing every year 
in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. We’re losing three 
1,000-point scorers; this 
is a great group that 
has contributed ever 
since they walked on 
campus.”

So despite their first 
two-game skid of the sea-

son, the Hawkeyes have 
plenty of emotion and 
motivation to fuel them 
in the final week. They’re 
just glad to be back home 
and in control. 

“Now we get to have 
the opportunity to con-
trol our own destiny on 
our home court,” Bluder 

said. “I don’t know what 
you could ask for that 
would be better than 
that.”

Follow @KyleFMann 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa women’s basket-
ball team.
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more than one reason. 
Because the Hawkeyes 
got an A cut, and they al-
ready have a B cut in the 
400, the 400-medley re-
lay will also swim at the 
NCAA meet, regardless 
of the outcome of the 400 
at the Big Tens.

However, Betulius 
said, he thinks the 200 
can be faster, and head 

coach Marc Long agrees. 
“To have that medley 

kick off with an A cut is 
a great time,” Long said. 
“But I know that relay 
can be sharper.” 

As good as the 
Hawkeyes were in the 
200-medley relay, Iowa’s 
weakness in the mid-dis-
tance group proved to be a 
hiccup; the 800-freestyle 
relay slipped to ninth, 
and Iowa fell to seventh 
in the team rankings, 
where they sit heading 
into Day Two. 

However, the Hawkeyes 
are only 8 points out of 
third place, where Min-
nesota and Indiana are 
tied with 58 points each. 

“As a coach, it’s had to 
say that you’re hoping to 
get seventh or eighth,” 
Long said. “We got ninth 
[in the 800 relay], not 
really a disappointment, 
because we kind of knew 
how we’d do on that re-
lay.”

Still however, there 
were positives from the 
800 relay. Senior Chris 

Freeman led off the relay 
with a personal record. 
Junior David Ernstsson, 
who had shoulder prob-
lems last season, nearly 
hit a personal best split. 

With Betulius and 
Twarowski doubling up for 
their second swims of the 
evening, the Hawkeyes hit 
the wall in 6:29.57.

“What [Ernstsson] did 
was great,” Long said. “We 
knew that was a bit of 
stretch on that relay.” 

Long also complimented 
Betulius. Ernstsson said 

he felt good in the water, 
and he believes the team 
is in good shape. 

“We’re looking good,” 
he said. “Even if we didn’t 
do as well as we hoped in 
the 800-free relay, we still 
had really good effort and 
some really good times in-
dividually.” 

Moving forward, the 
individual events will be-
gin today, which will give 
more swimmers an oppor-
tunity to see the pool. 

“Most people don’t 
swim tonight,” Long said. 

“Most people are watch-
ing, and they’re anxious, 
and they’re excited to 
swim tomorrow.”

Follow @IanFromIowa 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis on the 
Iowa men’s swimming and 
diving teams.
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shooting, including 3-of-4 
from beyond the 3-point 
arc.

“Normally, midway 
through the second half, 
I’m trying to figure out 
how to get him out and 
rest him,” said Iowa head 
coach Fran McCaffery, 
whose team moved to 18-
10, 9-6 in the Big Ten. “It 
was huge. It gave us a lit-
tle bit of separation.”

There were a few rea-
sons White had the most 
productive offensive 
night of his career. First, 
his 3-point shots were 
falling, which has become 
a trend over the course of 
the past two Iowa wins. 
Including Sunday’s win 
at Nebraska, White is 
now 5-of-6 from beyond 
the arc this week.

Although he’ll knock 
down his fair share of 
deep balls on occasion, 
White isn’t known as too 
dangerous of a 3-point 
threat. In fact, after he 
made his first two triples, 
he said the Illinois coach-
ing staff was still telling 
its players White couldn’t 
shoot. So naturally, White 
knocked down a third for 
good measure.

Outside of that, the 
3s open up the floor for 
White, which is a huge 
advantage in his play. 
He’s right; White took 
12 shots from the free-
throw line Wednesday, 
knocking down 10 of 
those attempts. He had 
more space to get to the 
rim, where he makes his 
living.

“It’s a good feeling to 
have; it’s way easier to 
play when my shot is fall-
ing,” White said. “Opens 
up my drive, I can make 
plays for others. It’s not 
easy to drive when they 
know I’m driving. So 
making a couple shots 
helps — I love making 
3s.”

The second reason, 
White said, was just 
something special about 

the game. He said he 
had a feeling he’d have 
a game like he did while 
warming up for Wednes-
day’s contest.

Although that may 
sound cliché, there may 
be a valid reason for that 
feeling. White doesn’t 
have much time left in an 
Iowa uniform. He’s been a 
huge part of Iowa’s roster 
for four years, and he had 
what he called a “senior 
moment” against Illinois.

“[White] came up with 
big buckets, rebounds, 
and played with inspir-
ing effort,” Illinois head 
coach John Groce said. 
“I thought he was hands-
down the best player in 
the game, and it wasn’t 
even close.

“I talked to our team 
after the game about se-
niors dying hard, and 
White was that way to-
night. He was absolutely 
terrific.”

Facing one of its best 
two remaining opponents, 
White did everything he 
could Wednesday to pro-
pel his team to victory. 
He stepped up as a senior 
leader and was not going 
to let Iowa lose this game, 
one crucial to its NCAA 
Tournament hopes.

Whether someone 
believes in the type of 
things Groce described is 
personal preference. But 
Wednesday night, White 
made it hard for those 
watching the game not to 
see what Groce described.

“I can’t hold anything 
back; I kind of see where 
this is going,” White said. 
“Couple more games left, 
second-to-last game in 
the building. You just 
have to leave it all out 
there.”

Follow @dannyapayne 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa men’s basketball 
team.
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Hawks White-out Illinois

By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

If there were any questions on whether the border-state 
rivalry between Iowa and Illinois still had any fire, the first 
couple of minutes — and subsequent rest of the game — of 
Iowa’s 68-60 win answered that.

After getting tangled up several times early, Illinois’ Le-
ron Black and Adam Woodbury went to the ground in what 
appeared to be another tangle up. The foul on Black was re-
viewed and not upgraded to a flagrant. 

It was far from the last time the referees reviewed a foul 
with the monitors during a game that was tightly contested, 

Iowa senior Aaron White scored 14-consecutive points in Iowa’s 68-60 win over 
Illinois Wednesday night.

SEE RECAP, 5A

Iowa forward Aaron White dunks the ball during the game against Illinois in Carver-Hawkeye on Wednesday. White had a team-high of 29 points. Iowa defeated Illinois, 68-60. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

Swimmers 
notch an 
Iowa mark
By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye swimmers got off to a 
strong start on the first day of the Big 
Ten championships, grabbing a third-
place finish in the 200-medley relay. 

Senior Grant Betulius opened up 
the relay for the Hawkeyes with a 
21.59 backstroke split, officially the 
second fastest in the field, and from 
there, the other members of the relay, 
junior Roman Truss-
ov, freshman Jerzy 
Twarowski, and sopho-
more Jackson Halsmer 
answered the call.  

The four finished in 
1:25.53 to set a school 
record and score an 
NCAA “A” cut, meaning 
they are guaranteed 
a spot in the NCAA 
championships. 

“The medley relay was definitely a 
good time,” Betulius said. “After that, 
I think we have a good chance in the 
rest of the meet.” 

The medley was a good time for 

Betulius
senior

SEE SWIM, 5A

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

With roughly 16:30 left in Iowa’s Wednesday night con-
test with Illinois, Gabe Olaseni cupped one hand near his 
mouth and made a shoveling motion with the other. He 
was looking at his teammate, Aaron White, who had 5 
points — a triple and a transition lay-up — before Illinois 
head coach John Groce called a time-out.

Olaseni’s motion was a message to White — keep eating. 
And he did. 

White rattled off the next 9 points and finished Iowa’s 
68-60 win over the Fighting Illini with 29 points on 8-of-13 

SEE FEATURE, 5A
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BASEBALL
Mother Nature 
screws with the 
Iowa baseball 
team’s plans 
this weekend, 
causing 
schedule 
changes. Web.

SOFTBALL
Iowa softball 
is working 
on its mental 
game after 
going 0-8 over 
the last two 
weekends. 
Web.

TRACK
Iowa heads 
to the indoor 
Big Ten 
championships 
Friday, and 
its distance 
runners are 
ready. Web.

(The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke) (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock) (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Hawks set 
for swan 
song
By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

It’s the beginning of the end for 
the seniors on the Iowa women’s bas-
ketball team, as they enter the final 
week of the regular season. Only two 
games remain, beginning with Wis-
consin at home today. 

What arrived in Iowa City as the 
11th-ranked recruiting class in the 
NCAA in 2011 — composed of Sam 
Logic, Bethany Doolit-
tle, Melissa Dixon, and 
Kathryn Reynolds — 
has rewritten Iowa’s 
history books, and it 
will now try to use its 
most prized element to 
finish its final season 
strong: chemistry. 

Logic has a 255-as-
sist cushion as Iowa’s 
all-time assists leader 
and is third all-time in the Big Ten, 
while Dixon is Iowa’s all-time 3-point 
record holder and is also third all-
time in the Big Ten. Doolittle is sec-
ond at Iowa in blocks and owns the 
single-season record. 

Despite all that, there’s one thing 
that has meant more to the seniors 

Bluder
head coach

SEE WBB, 5A

IOWABASKETBALL 68, ILLINOIS 60 B1G CHAMPIONSHIPS

No. 17 Iowa women’s 
basketball vs. Wisconsin

When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Carver-Hawkeye

Watch: Big Ten Network Plus
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By MICHAEL KADRIE | michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

Lasers lighting the dark, Adult Swim cartoons coming to life, 
sweaty flesh heaving in carnal mimicry — the second Green 
Gravel Comedy Festival has it all, and then some.

Encompassing 15 comedy events over Friday and Saturday, 
the festival offers a selection of locally and nationally recog-
nized comedians. Events are priced in day, weekend packag-
es, and individually.

Tom Garland, a local comedian, MC, and cofounder of the 
weekly Catacombs of Comedy open mike at the Yacht Club, 
13 S. Linn St., said the festival is the ideal place to show-
case the burgeoning Iowa comedy scene.

“Green Gravel is going to make [Iowa City] a spot in 
which [comedians] want to start stopping at … that’s 
what the scene’s been doing the last couple years, saying, 
‘Hey, if you’re going from Minneapolis to Chicago, why 
aren’t you stopping in Iowa City?’ ” Garland said.

The first festival was held in Toledo, Iowa, at the 
end of March 2014. It was the brainchild of Iowa-born 
comedian Lee Keeler, who now works professionally 
as a producer, writer, and video artist based in Los 
Angeles.

“Green Gravel is a result of Lee using his network 
out in California. He’s from Iowa and wanted to 
bring something back [to Iowa],” festival Vice Presi-
dent Matthew Mesaros said.

Though successful, Mesaros said, the location of 
last year’s festival felt limited.

“The first [festival] was great,” Garland said. 
“Comedy is great in small towns, but a whole 
weekend of comedy is tough in a small market. But 
[in Iowa City], there’s a lot of foot traffic, and not 
only does it have the college kids, it can appeal to 
all the different demographics of Iowa City, all the 

different draws.” 
Iowa City also boasts a variety of quality venues, 

all within walking distance from each other, he said. 
Support for the festival from venues was initially 

hard to gather, which surprised festival coordinator 
Sarah Cho. 
“Gaining local support for the festival was hard be-

cause there is so much going on in this city … [but] after 
this weekend, more people will know about it,” she said.
Venues include the Mill, Gabe’s, Public Space One, Film-

Scene, George’s, High Ground, Deadwood, and Riverside Theater.
The variety of acts, including improvisation and standup, en-

sures that everyone can find an event in which to laugh.
“It’s something different that you’re not used to seeing, more exper-

imental and courageous, acts you’d normally only find in the under-
ground [comedy] scenes of bigger cities,” Cho said.

Festival headliner Eddie Pepitone’s Los Angeles-based standup 
serves as a tent pole for the event and is one of the more famous addi-
tions to the festival.

Fellow LA comic Ian Abramson will present his act, “7 Minutes in 
Purgatory.” Participating comedians stand in a separate room with 
noise-canceling headphones and speak into a video camera, forcing 
them to perform their routines without any visual or auditory cues 
from the audience.

“The Laser Comedy Show” is the wildly imaginative improvisational 
work of Chicago comic Chris Fair. He uses lasers to compose a story on 
the spot based on crowd-source suggestions.

Cho said she is excited by the heavy improvisational presence at this 
year’s festival. Her local improv group, the Janice Ian Experience, will 
perform with Iowa City-based group Paperback Rhinos.

“We’re doing something different; we’re trying to think of a way both 
[improv groups] can play games together, collaborating on something 
that hasn’t been seen before,” she said.

Comedy Central’s Adult Swim will perform alongside Garland and 
Chris Trew’s “Air Sex World Championship.”

“A lot of thought went into the Adult Swim show … they’re going 
to show clips … tons of original material,” Garland said. “Those guys 
don’t perform on live stages, either. They’re very selective about where 
they play.” 

The “Air Sex” act is exactly what it sounds like — a deliciously smut-
ty reimagining of the classic “air guitar” gag. Trew tours the country 
regularly with this Fleshlight-sponsored act.

Trew will also teach a two-day improv workshop during the festival 
open to people interested in trying their hand at the craft.

“The variety of shows Green Gravel is offering is insane,” local come-
dian Megan Gogerty said.

The two-day Green Gravel Festival has relocated to Iowa City for 
one ‘wild’ weekend of comedy.

COMEDY
Green Gravel Comedy Festival

When: Friday and Saturday
Where: Throughout Iowa City

Admission: Tickets for Friday’s events (“Shovel”), $22; tickets for Saturday’s 
events (“Pickaxe”), $45; tickets for both days (“Dynamite”), $60; Christ Trew’s 

Improv Workshop, $35
For a full schedule of events, visit http://greengravelcomedyfest.com/events/

On the air



weekend events
Today 2.26

Friday 2.27

Saturday 2.28

Sunday 2.29

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Leviathan
An Oscar nominee for Best 
Foreign Language Film, this 
Russian drama centers on a 
man named Kolya whose home 
is slated for demolition by the 
corrupt mayor of their small 
fishing town. When Kolya calls 
on a lawyer friend for help, his 
problems escalate.
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DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Iced Caramel Coffee
Spite the chilly weather with an 
ice-cold beverage (in the comfort 
of your warm home, of course), 
and add a little pick-me-up to your 
evening drink. In other words, mix 
yourself a nice sweet iced-caramel 
coffee — with a twist.
 
EXPERIENCE: Cold-brew some 
coffee (or if you’re lazy like me, just 
refrigerate a fresh pot) and pour 
over ice. Then mix in cream or milk 
to taste, and add a hearty splash 
of caramel vodka. For extra flavor 
and a bit more kick, stir in some 
caramel liqueur, Kahlua, or caramel 
syrup.
 
ADVICE: Pair your caramel-vodka 
iced coffee with a handful of Milk 
Duds or other chocolate-caramel 
candy. The sweet snack will help 
balance the bitterness of the coffee 
and alcohol. Also, use decaf coffee 
if you want to avoid the dangers 
of mixing alcohol and caffeine — or 
just want to prevent jitters.

MUSIC
• Mike Adams, 9 p.m., 
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Bonnie Friedman, nonfiction, 
7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

FILM
• Song of the Sea, 12:30 & 
3 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. 

COLLEGE
• Still Alice, 6 & 8:15 p.m., 
FilmScene 

DANCE
• Dancers in Company Home 
Concert, 8 p.m., North Hall 
Space/Place  

MISCELLANEOUS
• Balloonist John Cassidy, 
10 p.m., Currier Hall Multi-
purpose Room

MUSIC
• Mipso, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• Soulshake, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s 
 
WORDS
• “Live from Prairie 
Lights,” Kristine Muñoz, 
nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie 
Lights 
• Bob Saget, 10 p.m., IMU 
Main Lounge

THEATER
• Roseneath Theater: La 
Maleta, 6:30 p.m., Englert, 
221 E. Washington
• Why Torture is Wrong and 
the People Who Love Them, 
Dreamwell Theater, 7:30 
p.m., Universalist Unitarian 

Society, 10 S. Gilbert
• Sea of Trees, Gallery 
Series, 8 p.m., Theater 
Building Theater B

DANCE
• Dancers in Company 
Home Concert, 8 p.m., 
Space/Place 

FILM
• Still Alice, 2, 4:15, & 9:15 
p.m., FilmScene
• Leviathan, 6:30 p.m., 
FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Fish Fry, 5 p.m., KC Family 
Center, 4776 American Legion
• Diamonds or Denim Fund-
raiser, 7 p.m., hotelVetro, 
201 S. Linn

MUSIC
• Compeer Sound of Friendship 
Concert, 6:30 p.m., St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church, 1300 
Melrose Ave.
• Casey Donahew Band, 7:30 
p.m., First Avenue Club, 1550 S. 
First Ave.
• Bentone, Snowmetal, 9 p.m., 
Gabe’s
• Left Coast Country, 10 p.m., 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

WORDS
• TedXUIowa, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
IMU Main Lounge
• Green Gravel Comedy Fest: 
Adult Swim Creators Forum, 1 
p.m., FilmScene
• Green Gravel Comedy Fes-
tival: Josh Androsky, 8 p.m., 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington

FILM
• Song of the Sea, 10 a.m., 
FilmScene
• Leviathan, 3 p.m., Film-
Scene
• Still Alice, 5:45 & 8 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Bijou After Hours, Drive, 11 
p.m., FilmScene

THEATER
• Why Torture is Wrong and 
the People Who Love Them, 
7:30 p.m., Dreamwell The-
ater, Universalist Unitarian 
Society 
• Sea of Trees, Gallery 
Series, 8 p.m., Theater B

DANCE
• Dancers in Company Home 
Concert, 8 p.m., Space/Place

MUSIC
• Piano Sundays: Alan 
Huckleberry, 1:30 p.m., Old 
Capitol Museum
• The Digital Age Concert, 
6:15 p.m., Parkview Church, 
15 Foster Road
• Dave Paris Group, 9 p.m., Gabe’s
 
FILM
• Still Alice, noon, 7:10 & 

9:20 p.m., FilmScene
• Leviathan, 2:15 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Movies at Museum of 
Natural History, Can I Eat 
That?, 3 p.m., Museum of 
Natural History
• Filmmaker Spotlight: 
John Richard and Rem-
ington Smith, 5 p.m., 
FilmScene

Come find us on Instagram

@daily_iowan

FOCUS
In this fast-paced crime 
comedy, Will Smith portrays an 
expert con man whose latest 
scheme becomes his most 
challenging yet when a smart 
and sexy woman from his past 
(Margot Robbie) returns to 
throw his plans for a loop.

The Lazarus Effect 
A team of medical professionals 
manage to concoct a miracu-
lous serum they hope will bring 
deceased patients back to life. 
But when the group rushes their 
first human trial to resurrect a 
one of their own (Olivia Wilde), 
they find the serum not only 
wakes the dead but something 
evil and unnatural.

By GRACE HAERR
grace-haerr@uiowa.edu

When a Netflix user is 
looking for a more elevated 
viewing experience, he or 
she will often turn to TED 
Talks, filmed lectures pro-
duced by the global non-
profit organization Tech-
nology, Entertainment, 
and Design. 

Topics can range from 
“How schools kill creativi-
ty” to “10 things you didn’t 
know about orgasm,” but 
all fall under one category: 
“ideas worth spreading.”

University of Iowa stu-
dents at can view a TED 
Talk live through the UI 
independently organized 
TEDx program, TEDX-
UIowa, featuring a series 
of lectures around a cen-
tral theme. This year’s 
theme is “serve.”

The even will feature 
six guest speakers: Ken 
Brown, the associate dean 
for the UI undergraduate 
program in the College 
of Business;  Avery Bang, 
CEO of Bridges to Pros-
perity in Denver; Willis 
Johnson, the reverend 
of Wellspring Church in 
Ferguson, Missouri; H.S. 
Udaykumar, UI professor 
of mechanical and indus-
trial engineering; Lorainne 
Williams, owner of Café 
Dodici in Washington, Io-
wa; and Victor Saad, the 
founder of Chicago’s Expe-
rience Institute. 

Each guest will hold her 
or his talk between 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Saturday in the 
IMU Main Lounge.

Ken Brown
Brown will take the 

TEDx stage for the second 
time this weekend.

“I asked myself, ‘What 
can I talk about that I 
think is important to stu-
dents that could be helpful 
and maybe even inspir-
ing?’” he said.  

Brown, who is also a 
member of the the Iowa 
City School District Foun-
dation, said his talk will 
focus on the bystander ef-
fect, a social-psychological 
phenomenon. 

“It’s one thing to stand 
up and say something; it’s 
another to start a move-
ment,” he said. “There are 
more than 300 different 
studies that show if you 
set up a situation in which 
no one intervenes, it is very 
possible or even likely that 
no one will, but if you set 
up a situation in which 

one person intervenes, the 
whole world changes.”

Brown hopes his au-
dience takes away both 
knowledge of how to better 
get help in a crowd and 
how to lead change by us-
ing strength in numbers.

“I am trying to get peo-
ple to reframe service, to 
recognize we don’t need 
to be afraid of crowds or 
large groups. Armed with 
a more of a nuance than 
accurate understanding 
of the bystander effect, 
you can actually leverage 
crowds to your advantage.”

Rev. Willis Johnson
“TED talks have always 

been viewed as being the 
brilliant, inventive, and 
inspiring,” Johnson said. 
“I never really considered 
myself any of that. I don’t 
have a solution for the In-
ternet; I never participated 
in a death-defying lifetime 
achievement, I just get up 
and go to work every day 
and try to be present.”

Johnsons’ humble words 
fail to mention that he has 
he has initiated a  faith-
based social service and 
education project and 
started a feeding program 
in his community. 

“My hope is not neces-
sarily to tell people what 
to think but encourage 
them to do,” he sad. “In the 
theme of service and how 
we empower one another, 
I’m not telling people what 
to do but enforcing the re-
sponsibility that each of 
us has for humanity. This 
level of action is beyond 
ourselves but toward the 
benefit of all of us.” 

This message is es-
pecially relevant in the 
town of Ferguson, where 
intense, highly publicized 
protests have raged re-
cently, provoking a nation-
al discussion on the best 
way to make a difference.

“Service is realized, ra-
tionalized, or even radi-
calized in our case,” John-
son said. “I think radical 
change requires radical 
acts.”

H.S. Udaykumar
TED Talks will often 

spotlight subject that alter 
an audience’s understand-
ing. Udaykumar hopes 
to do just that, focusing 
his talk on the idea that 
cheaper, more basic tech-
nologies can often solve 
problems better than high 
technology.

“It’s almost depressingly 

simple,” he said. “It’s the 
solution we should have 
been looking for since the 
very beginning. … People 
like me who are overedu-
cated, we are not interest-
ed in the simple solutions. 
Quite often the best solu-
tion is the simplest one.” 

Udaykumar has been 
working for nearly four 
years to design a both cost- 
and energy-efficient solar 
cooker.

“Three billion people re-
ly on firewood for cooking,” 
Udaykumar said. “That’s 
almost half of humanity; 
that’s a huge amount of 
forest extraction and bio-
mass burning.”

When firewood is 
burned, it releases carbon 
dioxide and black carbon, 
which is not only bad for 
climate change, it’s dan-
gerous to breathe.

“Firewood-generat-
ed-smoke inhalation is 
the fifth largest killer 
of women and children 
there,” Udaykumar said. 
“I am trying to save the 
lungs of the women as 
well as the lungs of the 
earth. Forests are the 
lungs of the Earth.”

Humans worldwide 
have been cooking with 
three-stone hearths as 
long as fire has been 
used, he said. His solar 
cooker could turn that on 
its head.

“People are still using 
the same design today, and 
no one has ever thought 
to just improve the three-
stone hearth, which is a 
funny thing,” Udaykumar 
said. “I realized we could 
redesign the traditional 
three-stone hearth to cut 
down wood use by 50 per-
cent for $1. So that’s my 
idea, a $1 hearth implant 
to save lungs.”

TEDx comes to UI

WORDS
TEDxUIowa
• When: 10 a.m. Saturday
• Where: IMU Main Lounge 
• Admission: $25 for students, 
$35 for general public

Full humor comes 
to IMU

Daddy’s home — at least in 
Iowa City.

Bob Saget of “Full House,” 
“How I Met Your Mother,” and 
“America’s Funniest Home Videos,” 
will perform at 10 p.m. Friday in 
the IMU. 

Since rising to fame as Danny 
Tanner, Saget has furthered his 
standup comedy career by dis-
torting his fatherly image, using 
raunchy humor and capitalizing 
on the shock value. 

His 2013 comedy special, 
“That’s What I’m Talkin’ About,” 
was nominated for a Grammy. 
He even released a book, Dirty 
Daddy: The Chronicle of a Family 
Man Turned Filthy Comedian. 

His Twitter page — @bob-
saget — boasts more evidence 
of Saget’s transformation from 
family-friendly to off- color.  His 
Iowa City per formance prom-
ises insight into Saget’s l ife, 

tales of his television work, 
and slightly horrified surprise 
at some of his jokes. 

Tickets for the performance 
are $5 for students and $7 for the 

general public. If purchased the 
day of the event, the price boosts 
to $7 and $10. Patrons must be 
18 or older.

— by Justus Flair

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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FOLLOW  
@DAILYIOWANARTS

ON TWITTER FOR 
LIVE COVERAGE 
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GRAVEL
CONTINUED FROM 1B

The Fringe Rider, an LA-based comedy trio, will perform at Deadwood at 11 p.m. Saturday for the second Green Gravel Comedy Festival (Contributed). 

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR MULTIMEDIA 
ON THIS STORY

Regional acts will 
make up approximately 
half of the performers. 
Chosen from 70 submis-
sions, these performers 
represent the growing 
Iowa comedy scene, Me-
saros said.

“It is hard to get that 
LA connection while still 
living here in Iowa … it 
doesn’t happen very of-
ten where someone just 
reaches out and helps 
you out …” Garland said. 
“Most of the stuff as com-
ics, we have to scratch 
and claw for. It’s really 
cool when some guy like 
this wants to come back 
and do something in his 
home state.” 

He has produced and 
performed comedy in Io-
wa, and Iowa City espe-
cially, for the past five 
years. As the co-creator 
of the Catacombs of 
Comedy series, he still 
regularly hosts the open 
mike, held every Monday 
evening.

Green Gravel consult-
ed Garland to get a feel 
for what comedy acts 
might play well in Iowa 
City, though he recused 
himself from the selec-
tion of local comics be-
cause of his personal in-
volvement, he said.

Comedy has become 
increasingly relevant 
not only in Iowa City but 
across the state, Garland 
said.

“I’ve seen a lot of open 
mikes pop up here even 
in the last year,” he said. 
“I’ve really seen it grow 
here … to go from four 
comedians in the whole 
city to two comedy festi-
vals with major headlin-
ers … is really cool.” 

The abundance of op-
portunities to perform 
across the city and the 
increasing participation 
of women locally is excit-
ing, Gogerty said.

Gogerty is a local-
ly-based playwright, mo-
nologist, and comedian 
who performs regularly 
in Iowa City. She is slat-
ed to appear prior to Ed-
die Pepitone in the head-
lining showcase.

“The best time to be a 
comedian in Iowa City is 
2015,” she said.

Part of the advantage 
of the Iowa City comedy 
market is the freshness 
and friendliness it offers 
newcomers to the craft. 
There is no competition 
with huge, entrenched 
name-brand comics for 
stage time, Garland said.

“This festival is about 
stage opportunity,” he 
said. “Iowa City, if you 
ask me, is really the hub 
of the [Iowa’s] comedy … 
this is the scene where 
comics really develop.”

Not only do comedi-
ans get a stage, they al-
so benefit from working 
alongside seasoned co-
medians; picking up in-
valuable tips and tricks 
of the trade. Garland is 
particularly excited to 
work with Trews again.

“I like working with 
people I think I can 
learn from … [comedy] 
is a very tough business 
to create your niche in,” 
Garland said.

With so many comedi-
ans in one place, a riotous 
camaraderie develops 
between the performers 
and also with “hardcore” 
members of the audience, 
Gogerty said. 

“It’s kind of like sum-
mer camp for comedians.
We get to meet and share 
our stuff…[Sometimes] 
comedy can feel really 
isolating,” she said.

Keeler, who does a lot 
of work with the Com-
edy Central stage in 
LA, said his California 
connections are largely 
responsible for getting 
many big-name acts such 
as Adult Swim and Pepi-
tone to sign up for Green 
Gravel.

“It’s a huge step for-

ward for Iowa City’s 
comedy scene and for the 
whole state,” Garland 
said. “The more shows 
that pop up, the more 
the market is going to 
expand.” 

Mesaros said the fes-
tival will serve as a 
platform for Iowa come-
dians to share their bits 
with a wider national 
audience.

“We’re hoping to 
broaden some horizons; 
long-term, we want to 
fly some people out to 
California and get them 
on the Comedy Central 
stage,” he said.

He said the festival 
wants to make Iowa City 
its new permanent home.

“Green Gravel is the 
Mission Creek of come-
dy,” Mesaros said, refer-
ring to the popular Iowa 
City Mission Creek mu-
sic and arts festival, held 
in April. “The whole aim 
is to celebrate Iowa com-
edy … we want to do it 
again and again.”

Getting people to come 
to comedy shows can be 
hard in a city with such 
strong nightlife, Garland 
said. With this in mind, 
he helped Green Gravel 
design a comedy festival 
worthy of Iowa City.

“I’m all about the cha-
os,” he said. “Everybody’s 
been to the average, two-
drink minimum comedy 
room that tells you, ‘Hey, 
you guys sit down and 
shut the hell up.’ That’s 
not this town. This town 
is wild.” 
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By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

John Cassidy has been inside of 
a balloon. Over the course of his 
career, he’s routinely inflated a 
6-foot red balloon, jumped inside, 
and bounced around a stage. It’s 
all part of the performance.

Cassidy has gained the titles of 
comedian, magician, and balloon 
artist. His critically acclaimed 
“Balloon Freak Show” helped earn 
him gigs on numerous stages, in-
cluding “Late Night with Conan 
O’Brian” and “Ellen.” 

At 10 p.m. today, he will be 
performing in Currier Hall Mul-
tipurpose Room in a free event 
hosted by the University of Iowa 
Campus Activities Board.

“Instead of doing the same 
thing you do every night, why not 
come to the show?” said Juliann 
Gibson, the group’s newly ap-
pointed variety director. “You can 
always hang out in your dorm, 
but you never get to see a guy in-
side of a giant balloon car.”

After years of practicing and 
performing such acts, Cassidy 
has secured a number of Guin-
ness World Records. These in-
clude Most Balloon Sculptures 

Completed in One Hour (747) 
and crafting the Largest Balloon 
Sculpture (to date) in 2009.

Even with these achieve-
ments under his belt, Cassidy 
aims at loftier targets.

“We are in the process of plan-
ning a 24-hour marathon record: 
the most balloon sculptures com-
pleted in 24 hours,” Cassidy said.

Though he and wife Jennifer 
Cassidy reside in Pennsylvania, 
slews of shows have made them no 
strangers to travel. Invitations to 
venues such as the Magic Castle 
in Hollywood and the Golden Nug-
get Las Vegas have led them to the 
West Coast, while numerous ap-
pearances at the White House have 
found them a little closer to home.

Jennifer Cassidy found it im-
pressive that her husband has 
made a career out of something for 

which he has a genuine love.
“What is interesting about this line 

of work is that every day, every show 
is different,” she said. “Since the show 
is audience-participation-based, it is 
never the same show.” 

By his own description, John 
Cassidy’s show is “a combination 
of comedy, magic, and really weird 
things with balloons.”

“I love that our show can give 
people a way to forget about their 
worries for an hour and just have 

a good time,” he said. “My parents 
gave me a magic set for Christ-
mas when I was 6 years old, and 
I suppose I just never stopped 
wanting to perform.”

More than 40 years later, Cas-
sidy’s passion for entertainment 
persists. He continues to bounce 
from stage to stage across the 
country, trailing behind him hun-
dreds of fans delighting in mem-
ories left behind by a rare com-
ic-wielding magic and balloons.

COMEDY
John Cassidy, balloonist, comedian, 
and magician
• When: 10 p.m. today 
• Where: Currier Multipurpose Room 
• Admission: Free

‘Balloon freak’ John Cassidy will perform comedy, magic, and more during a stop at the University of Iowa today.

Comedy, magic, and freaky balloons

Contributed

GO TO DAILYIOWAN.COM/ARTS FOR MORE CONTENT
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’90s pop star Carter to 
perform

“Aaron’s Party” will return to the 
Blue Moose on Saturday.

Aaron Carter, one of the most prolific 
teenage celebrities of the ’90s, will 
perform at the downtown bar and 
music venue, 211 Iowa Ave., at 7 p.m. 
Saturday. This will be his second Iowa 
City concert in two years.

The brother of ’N Sync member Nick 
Carter, Aaron Carter’s musical career 
began at the age of 7 as the chirpy lead 
vocalist for the band Dead End. Before 
long, Aaron Carter garnered stardom on 

his own accord, releasing such catchy 
singles as “Crush On You,” “I Want Can-
dy,” and, of course, “Aaron’s Party (Come 
Get It).” He remains the youngest male 
solo artist to have four top-40 singles.

Today, Carter is 27 and still sports his 
signature bleached blond hair and hip-
hop-inspired fashions. After performing 
on the ninth season of “Dancing with 
the Stars,” (he received fifth place), 
completing a month of rehab and 
performing in the successful Broadway 
play The Fantastiks in 2011, and filing 
for bankruptcy in 2013, Carter reignited 
his musical career in 2014, releasing the 
single “Ooh Wee” with rapper Pat Solo.

He plans to release an album this year 
— his first in 13 years — produced by 
Grammy-winning producer Aaron Pearce.

Carter was last in Iowa City on Oct. 
6, 2013, and performed to a sold-out 
crowd at the Blue Moose.

Tickets for Saturday’s show can be 
purchased in advance for $15. Patrons 
can add a VIP meet-and-greet package 
for $65, which includes an opportunity 
to meet Carter after the show, take 
pictures, and get merchandise and 
memorabilia signed — so don’t forget 
your 15-year-old copy of the CD Aaron’s 
Party (Come Get It).

— by Emma McClatchey

Contributed
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By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

After three decades of pir-
ouettes, jetés, and turnouts, 
the 31st incarnation of the 
University of Iowa Dancers 
in Company will take its 
show on the road, touring 
around the state. But first, 
the dancers will perform for 
their home crowd.

Today, Friday, and Satur-
day in North Hall’s Space/
Place, Dancers in Compa-
ny will perform a variety 
of contemporary dances 
choreographed not only by 
company choreographers 

but special guest Melinda 
Myers, a former member of 
the renowned Tricia Brown 
Dance Company.

Dancer and Company 
manager Emily Medd said 
the group began rehearsals 
in the fall, and it will tour 
throughout the spring.

“Dancers in Company is a 
company of 13 UI students 
in the Dance Department,” 
Medd said. “Every year, the 
Dance Department puts 
together a company to give 
the department students 
a real-life company expe-
rience in their time at the 
university.” 

Charlotte Adams, a 
UI associate professor of 
dance, said Saturday’s 
performance will include 
an afternoon children’s 
show, preparing the 
group to tour schools and 
host workshops through-
out the state.

Company dancer Celi-
na LaBat said Saturday’s 
show is also important 
because the themes por-
trayed onstage, such as 
love and triumph, are ac-
cessible to non-dancers.

“The director, Charlotte 
Adams, has been talking 
to us about showing audi-

ence members how dance 
portrays realistic expe-
riences, and I think that 
this show will help people 
understand the move-
ment,” LaBat said. “Often, 
people who don’t dance or 
haven’t seen much dance 
will say they didn’t under-
stand what they saw, so I 
think it’s nice that [Danc-
ers in Company] has so 
many pieces that people 
can relate to and dissect 
so they makes sense.”

Company dancer Blake 
Boseneiler said the pro-
gram provides a learning 
experience for the dancers 

themselves, giving them 
a platform on which to 
present their talent and 
a chance to network with 
faculty members.

“Dancers in Company is 
important to me because it 
gave me an opportunity to 
dance more and work clos-
er with the faculty mem-
bers,” Boseneiler said. “I’m 
grateful for being apart of 
[the company] because I’ve 
learned so many things 
and have been inspired by 
the choreographers at ma-
ny times.

“Rehearsing can be frus-
trating because you don’t 

think you can do some-
thing. Being in [the compa-
ny] rehearsals every night 
showed me how the studio 
is a laboratory, allowing 
you to be open-minded on 
any choreography that is 
put on you.”

DANCE
Dancers in Company
• When: 8 p.m. today, Friday, 
Saturday 
• Where: Space/Place 
• Admission: $5 for students, 
$6-$12 for nonstudents

Dancers in Company will kick-start a statewide tour in Iowa City this weekend.

Touring dancers begin at home

By JASMINE PUTNEY 
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu 

Drive-through lanes, 
microwave meals, and 
takeout of all varieties — 
it has become hard to re-
call the pre-Big Mac era, 
when a slow-cooked meal 
wasn’t a luxury.

Old Capitol Museum 
education and outreach co-
ordinator Kathrine Moer-
mond said Iowa’s early Eu-
ropean-descended settlers 
not only prepared their 
own food but raised it.

“They were so connect-
ed with their food because 
it was just ingrained in 
their daily life, from milk-
ing cows and churning 
their own butter to raising 
chickens and gathering 
eggs to growing vegeta-
bles and preserving it all 
throughout it the winter,” 
Moermond said. 

The Old Capitol Muse-
um’s newest exhibit ex-
plores Iowa’s untold food 
history, titled, The Land 
Provides: Iowa’s Culinary 
Heritage. It opened on 
Jan. 22 in the Hanson gal-
lery and will be on display 
through Aug. 1. 

The exhibit has been in 
production for over a year, 
after co-curator Moermond 
learned of the Universi-
ty of Iowa’s spring 2015 
theme semester “Food for 

Thought.” She enlisted the 
help of Colleen Theisen, 
the outreach librarian for 
Special Collections, and 
Byron Preston, the Pen-
tacrest Museum collections 
management coordinator. 

“The exhibit consists of a 
brief history of agriculture 
in Iowa and the ethnic culi-
nary heritage through the 
eyes of various families,” 
Preston said. 

The Old Capitol will 
host various programming 
events in conjunction with 
the exhibit, such as kiddie 
cooking classes, food talks, 
and a performance from 
the Family Folk Machine. 

Museum-studies-cer-
tificate student Rachel 
Wobeter — as self-pro-
claimed “foodie” — will al-
so lead walking food tours 
of Iowa City in April. 

“It was a challenge to 
piece together the food 
history, because there ar-
en’t written records about 
what people were eating,” 
Wobeter said. “I had to in-
stead sift through news-
papers and books to find 
advertisements for estab-
lishments. I also had ac-
cess to very few photos of 
downtown Iowa City from 
the era I was searching. I 
felt like a detective.”

Moermond and Wobeter 
said the desire for instant 
gratification has caused 

people to lose touch with 
the origin and quality of 
their cuisine. 

“There are major con-
sequences to having a 
society that doesn’t un-
derstand the time, effort, 
resources, and delicate 
environment that are re-
quired for the food we all 
eat,” she said. 

With the recent rise in 
the Slow Food Movement, 
Moermond hopes Iowans 
will become more involved 
with food cultivation.

“What I really want out 
of this exhibit is to in-
spire people to start their 
own gardens and can 
some food,” she said. “To 
inspire them to try cook-
ing at home or making 
their own butter. To make 
them consider raising 
chickens and collecting 
eggs. I hope that people 
will begin to try to weave 
food into their lives.” 

History of eating locally

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM
FOR MULTIMEDIA 
ON THIS EXHIBIT
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today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, February 26, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-4 p.m. Joe Goes to College
4-5 p.m. The Jewel Case
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Los Sonidos
7-8 p.m. Community Infrared
10 p.m. Midnight Global Chill

Things said that 
have gotten me 

fired:
• I didn’t take this job be-

cause I gave a damn. I took 
this job for the free T-shirt.
• Want me to Irish up that 

coffee for you, Boss?
• Like I’m really gonna 

wash my hands every five 
minutes. I mean, seriously, 
it’s only food. It’s not even 

cooked, yet.
• Sir, this is the “Customer 
Service Counter,” not the 

“Listen to Nutball Assholes 
Complain Counter.”

• Oh? And is that what they 
taught you in How to be a 

Stupid Manager class?
• “Technically,” I didn’t 

“graduate.”
• I am NOT hungover. I am 

still drunk.
• Sorry, I’m on my break … 
and you look like a douche 

bag.
• Because I was driving a 

company car, then the com-
pany has the OWI, not me.

• Is that your wife? She’s 
ugly.

• Is that your wife? She’s hot.
• But I didn’t know she was 

your wife.
• Yeah, doing this job is OK 
and all, but have you ever 
tried doing this job … ON 

WEED?
• I bet when Transformers 
have sex, pretty much ev-

erything turns into a vibra-
tor. Oh, sorry, I didn’t see 
you there, sir. Welcome to 

Circuit City.
• Whatever. You can’t fire me.

Andrew R. Juhl has an extensive 
collection of nametags and hairnets.

• Community Supported Agriculture Fair, noon-3 
p.m., College of Public Health Building First-Floor Atrium, 
• Chemistry Lecture, “Pyridinium as the Electrocat-
alyst in Carbon Dioxide Reduction on Polycrystalline 
Gold Electrodes,” Anthony Lucio, 12:30 p.m., C29 
Pomerantz Center 
• Special Optical Science & Technology Center 
Materials Seminar, “Surface Sensitivity of 2D Mate-
rials,” Shawna Hollen, 1:30 p.m., 309 Van Allen
• Master Class, Nicolas Prost, saxophone, 3:30 p.m., 
University Capitol Center Recital Hall
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Bonnie Friedman, 
nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Lecture by visiting artist Amy Pleasant, 7:30 
p.m., 116 Art Building West
• Nicolas Prost, saxophone, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Recital Hall
• Dancers in Company Home Concert, 8 p.m., 
North Hall Space/Place
• Penguins of Madagascar, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• The Hunger Games: Mockingjay (Part 1), 8 & 11 
p.m., IMU Iowa Theater

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Make social plans. Put greater emphasis 
on love, romance, and important relationships. Express your feelings, 
define where you stand, and identify what you want to see happen in 
the near future. Communication is key to success. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Limitations because of emotionally esca-
lating situations will leave you reluctant to make a decision regarding 
your situation at home or at work. The suggestions made by an outsider 
will help ease your stress.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Listen to what’s being said, but don’t 
take action prematurely. Chill out, and take time to reassess your life 
personally and professionally. Changes made at home will allow you to 
entertain new prospects. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ll face both positive and negative 
situations. Focus on what you are able to change and where you can 
be productive and progressive. Don’t rely on others for help. A creative 
solution will lead to success.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You have plenty to offer, so jump into action, 
and do your part. Your contribution to any team you join will help you 
master your ability to be a leader. A serious talk will result in a success-
ful relationship. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Revisit some of your past financial deci-
sions. Buying and selling is highlighted, but the changes you make 
should be to lower debt and ease stress. Don’t let anyone lead you 
astray or cost you emotionally or financially.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Discuss the changes you want to see happen 
in a partnership or your living arrangements. Back away from anyone 
who is demanding or pushy. You have much to gain if you offer your 
honest opinion. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Put your cash and prized possessions 
in a safe place. Give yourself a chance to search for the best financial 
options. A risk may be tempting, but it will not be worth the stress and 
instability that will ensue. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t let depression turn in to a 
costly affair. You are experiencing a make-it-or-break-it period in which 
partnerships are concerned. Don’t make a rash decision or say some-
thing you’ll regret. Focus on the positives, and protect your assets. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Keep a low profile, and go about your 
business under the radar, and you will avoid being pushed in a direc-
tion that you feel uncertain about. Helping others or working on behalf 
of a cause will bring you the highest returns. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Pick up the pace, and take an active part 
in anything that is work-related or goal-oriented. You can expand your 
interests and your friendships with influential people if you attend a 
networking function. Love is highlighted. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep busy, and stay out of trouble. Too 
much time on your hands will lead to misunderstandings and emotion-
al turmoil. Focus on self-improvement, not on trying to change others. 
Don’t take on responsibilities that don’t belong to you.

Destroying a rain forest for economic gain is like burning a Renaissance painting to cook a meal.
— E.O. Wilson
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