
WEATHER
HIGH

7
LOW
-2

Mostly sunny, windy, 30% chance 
of snow late.

• SCAN THIS CODE
• GO TO DAILYIOWAN.COM
• WATCH UITV AT 9 P.M.
SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

DAILY IOWAN TV ON THE WEB

CHECK DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR HOURLY
UPDATES AND ONLINE EXCLUSIVES. FOLLOW 
@THEDAILYIOWAN ON TWITTER AND LIKE US 
ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE CONTENT.

INDEX
CLASSIFIED 
DAILY BREAK
OPINIONS  
SPORTS
 80 HOURS

7A
6A
4A
8A
1B

50¢DAILYIOWAN.COMTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2015 THE INDEPENDENT DAILY NEWSPAPER FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY SINCE 1868

Local landmark Hilltop continues

Iowa lags 
in school 
breakfast

SEE HILLTOP, 3A

SEE EDUCATION, 3A SEE BREAKFAST, 3A

EDUCATION

By ALEKSANDRA VUJICIC
aleksandra-vujicic@uiowa.edu

Deep-fried Twinkies (on a stick), double bacon corn dogs, 
and the Butter Cow are making their way into an education 
debate this year in the Iowa Legislature. 

Determining a proper date for schools to open their doors 
has attracted the interests of educators, tourist groups, and 
the state lawmakers, all with differing solutions. With chang-
ing guidelines and a number of proposals being thrown around, 
school districts are stuck waiting for definitive answers.

Since 1985, Iowa law has required schools to open their 
doors the week of Sept. 1. Up until recently, schools were of-
fered — and almost automatically received — waivers to begin 
the school year earlier.  

In fact, all but two schools in the state last year were grant-
ed the waivers. 

In December 2014, the Iowa Department of Education threw 
a curve ball at school boards, making the waiver process more 
restrictive — nearly impossible, some school administrators 
have said.  

Under new guidelines schools must prove that “students’ 
academic achievement is significantly hurt by starting school 
on the date required by Iowa law.”

Several superintendents across the state are waiting to see 
what unfolds in the state Legislature; some have even created 
numerous calendars because of the uncertain circumstances. 

The Senate Education Committee approved a bill earlier 
this week that would give local officials control of deciding 
a starting date, while a House bill would push the earliest 
starting date to the week of Aug. 23, the last day of the Iowa 
State Fair.

School starting dates 
under fire

By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Each week, The Daily Iowan will provide an in-
depth look at a local business.

The Hilltop Tavern is a restaurant and bar that 
has been serving Iowa City locals since 1933.

The bar, 1100 N. Dodge St., was established 
right at the end of Prohibition when the first beer 
license was issued.

Since then, five men and women have owned 
the business before the current owner, Linda 
Kuncl, took it over in 1982. Kuncl said the owners 
have all kept the interior décor as it was since it 
opened.

It’s hard to notice the brown and green walls 
behind the variety of beer advertisements, musi-
cal artists — such as a Toby Keith shrine, local 
sports team photos, and Hawkeye sports sched-
ules. 

Pool tables and arcade games are also on dis-
play.

“It’s got so much history behind it, and Linda 
wants to preserve it,” frequent customer Pam Sin-
nott said. “It’s part of the ambiance.”

Sinnott is a regular and is first of three genera-
tions to enjoy the restaurant’s atmosphere. 

In 1990, she moved two blocks from the Hilltop 
with her husband and kids. 

Her children were 4 and 5 years old at the time 
and began to tag along with their parents for 
meals at the restaurant.

Sinnott said during the winter months, both 
kids would dress in snow pants and walk up to 
spend time taking advantage of the entertain-
ment offered. At the same time, Kuncl and her 
two kids would be at the restaurant playing the 
same games.

The outside of the Hilltop is seen on North Dodge Street on Wednesday. The Hilltop has been serving Iowa 
City since 1933. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

By BILL COONEY
william-cooney@uiowa.edu

Low-income students in Iowa 
public schools are less likely to en-
roll in low-cost breakfast programs 
compared with other students 
across the country.

According to the Food Resource 
and Action Center — a Washing-
ton, D.C., nonprofit — Iowa is 
ranked No. 48 out of 50 states and 
Washington in the number of stu-
dents who receive free or reduced 
breakfast compared with the num-
ber of students who qualify for the 
program, as of the 2013-14 school 
year. 

Students can qualify when their 
families have incomes at or below 
130 percent of the federal pover-
ty level, according to the study. In 
comparison, students from fam-
ilies with incomes between 130 
and 185 percent of the poverty 
level can qualify for reduced-price 
meals. 

“We’re aware of this ranking, 
but we think it does not reflect 
the amount of effort we’ve put in 
statewide to get more students eat-
ing breakfast, especially those who 
qualify for free or reduced meals,” 
said Staci Hupp Ballard, the chief 
of communications and informa-
tion services for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education.

She said that last year, the state 
partnered with the Midwest Dairy 
Council in the Iowa School Break-
fast Challenge. The program used 
cash prizes as an incentive to get 
students to partake in breakfast.

The goal of the Breakfast Chal-
lenge was to increase breakfast 
participation among students by 
20 percent for each individual 
school. 

Hupp Ballard told The Daily Io-
wan she did not know if the pro-
gram would continue.

John Bacon, the principal of City 
High, believes his cafeteria service 
provides “outstanding” meals for 
its students. 

“I think we have outstanding 
food service here,” he said. “It’s re-

The state of Iowa 
participated in the Iowa 
School Breakfast Challenge 
during the last school year.

WILL THE HAWKS REGROUP?
SPORTS.
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“I have kind of an 
old-fashioned notion that 
school start dates ought 
to be dependent on educa-
tional reasons,” Sen. Bob 
Dvorsky, D- Coralville, said.

The Senate bill was ap-
proved on a 12-3 vote in 
committee, and Dvorsky 
said it should be discussed 
on the Senate floor next 
week. 

Sen. Jason Schultz, 
R-Schleswig, voted against 
the bill but not because he 
is against local control. 

Schultz said he would 
propose an amendment 
that would allow for 
“Home Rule.” This legal 
doctrine would expand 
local control, beyond the 
starting-date issue, re-
leasing schools from state 
mandates that accumu-
late costs. 

“Government overreach 
is expensive,” he said, not-
ing that if the Legislature 
continues to take control 
of schools, funding circum-
stances would demand a 
longer business and tour-
ism season. 

Paul Gausman, the su-
perintendent of the Sioux 
City School District, said 

he believes the issue 
should be handled locally.

“It’s not as much of a 
tactical question as much 
that it is, for me, that 
philosophical question 
of the Legislature, once 
again, taking more de-
cision-making authority 
away from local school 
boards,” he said. 

Gausman said school 
districts need the flex-
ibility in order to align 
their schedules with 
postsecondary colleges 
in the area. Earlier start 
times would also mean 
losing instructional time 
for students taking Ad-
vanced Placement tests, 

which run on a national 
schedule. 

If legislators agree on 
a bill, it would still have 
to be approved by the 
governor, who urged the 
state Education Depart-
ment to tighten waiver 
guidelines. 

Gov. Terry Branstad 
spokesman Jimmy Cen-
ters said in a statement 
that the governor believes 
school districts should 
follow state law unless it 
would create a “significant 
negative educational im-
pact.” 

On the other side of 
the debate are the tour-
ist groups that say earli-

er starting dates directly 
interfere with the end of 
their summer season.

The Iowa State Fair, 
a big draw in Iowa, will 
run from Aug. 13-23 
this year, and CEO Gary 
Slater said the biggest 
effect is student involve-
ment with agricultural 
programs and volunteer 
numbers. 

Last year, more than 
10,000 kids were direct-
ly involved with 4H or 
FFA programs, and the 
fair employs 15,000 peo-
ple for the 10-day period. 
Many of those volunteers 
are teachers, Slater said, 
and many programs have 

to be loaded at the be-
ginning of the week to 
accommodate students 
that begin school midway 
through the fair. 

Even with differing 
views among educators 
and tourist groups, Slater 
said the number of waiv-
ers in the state from this 
past year show a problem 
in the system.  

“Well obviously, no-
body’s following the law, 
so the law needed to be 
changed,” Slater said. 
“For us, we look for a 
compromise that would 
accommodate school cal-
endars as well as those 
kids in 4H.”

“They learned how 
to shoot pool and they 
learned how to do darts,” 
Sinnott said. “The four of 
them were the same ag-
es, and now our kids kick 
our butts.”

Now, the children of Sin-
nott and Kuncl bring their 
kids to the restaurant with 
them to this very day.

Another loyal custom-
er, Teri Osmundson, has 
frequently gone to Hill-
top for 42 years. She has 
seen few changes with the 
restaurant.

“That’s one of the nice 
things about coming to the 
Hilltop,” she said. “It’s re-
ally been a consistent bar, 
[with the] same clientele. 
It’s a neighborhood bar.”

Since Kuncl’s ownership, 
the menu has grown with 
many meals she has put 
together.

Originally, the Hilltop 
was just a bar. Now, about 
50 percent of sales come 
from food, Kuncl said. 

Customers can view the 
menu online, where the 
daily specials are posted a 
month in advance.

Osmundson plans ahead 
by looking at the menu to see 
when her favorite meal — 
bratwurst and German po-
tato salad — is being offered.

One item on the menu 
that has caught the eye of 
many Iowa City residents is 

the chocolate chip cookies. 
Hills Bank and Trust 

buys the cookies from the 
Hilltop every Friday and 
has them on display for cli-
ents to take, free of charge, 
said a Hills Bank execu-
tive. All the Iowa City loca-
tions offer the cookies.

“Who would have 
guessed a bar could have 
gotten so much attention 
for its cookies?” Kuncl 
said. “We must make 100 
dozen every week, give or 
take a few.”

Kuncl believes the only 
way to compete with the 
other bars in the Iowa City 
area is to provide good ser-
vice. 

“It’s the only thing that 
can set yourself apart,” 
she said. “Everybody has a 
good product, and they all 
sell the same kind of liquor 
we sell, so that’s where you 
have to make your mark, 
on service.”

Hilltop workers have 
seen a variety of customers 
at the business.

Suit and tie person-
nel, farmers, construction 
workers, and university 
students are all customers, 
Kuncl said. 

One reason regulars 
continue to choose Hilltop 
Tavern is because of the 
friendships made, Sinnott 
and Osmundson said.

“That’s what a neigh-
borhood bar’s about,” Sin-
nott said. “It’s a home 
away from home; you don’t 
find many places like this 
around.”

BY THE NUMBERS

Free/reduced-price lunch in Iowa
For the 2013-2014 school year, Iowa was ranked 
No. 48 out of 51 states and Washington, D.C. for 
the number of students receiving free or 
reduced breakfast. 

More than 34 percent of 
students in the Iowa City School 
District were eligible for 
free/reduced meals.

Across the state, 41 percent of 
K-12 students in Iowa were 
eligible for free/reduced meals.

SOURCE: 2013-2014 IOWA PUBLIC SCHOOL K-12 STUDENTS ELIGIBLE FOR FREE 

AND REDUCED-PRICE LUNCH BY DISTRICT, IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ALICIA KRAMME / THE DAILY IOWAN

34.4%

  41%

      Kristen East/The Daily Iowan

ally one of the strengths 
of our school.”

Bacon said he has no-
ticed an increase in the 
number of students eat-
ing breakfast at school 
over the last four years, 
when he became princi-
pal. 

“Each year, we see 
an improvement in the 
quality of the food and 
meals served,” he said. 
“I think that would be 
the biggest reason for 

the rise.”
According to recent 

statistics from the De-
partment of Education, 
out of Iowa City’s 12,778 
K-12 students in the 
district, 4,396 are eligi-
ble for free or reduced 
priced meals. 

A variety of factors 
can contribute to wheth-
er a student receives 
breakfast before school, 
said Ann Feilmann, the 
chief of nutrition and 
health services at the 
Education Department, 
including bus sched-
ules, what time a parent 
drops a student off, or 

the student deciding not 
to eat breakfast.

Schools do not usually 
serve breakfast on days 
with a delayed start or 
half school days, Feil-
mann said.

“One of the biggest ar-
eas were targeting right 
now are high-school 
students,” she said. “We 
want to make them 
aware that their schools 
offer breakfast, because 
many high-school stu-
dents might not know 
this.”

Feilmann said there 
are a lot of different op-
tions for schools when 

deciding how to offer 
breakfast.

“They can offer if be-
fore the bell rings, which 
is the most common way, 
though some schools 
are experimenting with 
having breakfast in the 
classroom first thing 
in the morning and of-
fering a ‘grab and go’ 
breakfast option,” Feil-
mann said. “Some high 
schools have been ex-
perimenting with hav-
ing breakfast between 
first and second periods. 
This gives the kids, and 
their appetites, time to 
wake up.”



NASA released a 
study Feb. 12 with a clear, 
simple message: Get ready 
for the worst.

The study found that 
as the century unfolds, 
the risk of droughts will 
increase dramatically. 
Their frequency will in-
crease, as well as their 
severity. These ominous 
scenarios are being la-
beled “megadroughts.”

The impending 
droughts have no histori-
cal precedent; that’s what 
makes them all the more 
worrisome. And NASA’s 
predictions don’t just 
show California and the 
North American South-
west being affected, but 
the Midwest as well.

Two droughts in re-
corded history give an 
idea of what to expect. 

The Pueblos and oth-
er Native people of the 
Southwest experienced 
the most severe drought 
in North American histo-
ry. Their legacy is forebod-
ing: massive abandoned 
enclaves in plateau faces. 
The drought is thought to 
have occurred sometime 
in the 14th century, and 
lasted around a decade, 
forcing the people of the 
area to move in search of 
water and fertile soil.

The second drought is a 
little closer to home, both 
chronologically and geo-
graphically. The Dust Bowl 
of the 1930s ravaged the 
American West, burying 
farms, homes and towns in 
thick layers of dirt. 

 The droughts to come 
will be more severe and 
last longer than either of 
these droughts. We can 
expect water reserves to 
dwindle. The Great Lakes 
themselves may be dried 
up before the turn of the 
century.

 Population growth and 
current droughts have al-
ready put a huge strain 
on water resources of the 

American Southwest, par-
ticularly in California. 
Droughts also lead to an 
increase in the number 
and severity of forest fires. 
California knows this bet-
ter than most. 

 What if the entirety 
of the Great Plains dries 
up? Is another dust bowl 
inevitable? Perhaps. Popu-
lation growth in the West 
has been large, with most 
internal migration in the 
United States happening 
westward. More people 
means more water neces-
sary to sustain them. The 
possibility of water rations 
becomes very easy to imag-
ine, especially in metro-
politan areas. We may say 
goodbye to the convention-
al front lawn as we know 
it (though I’ve always felt 
they are a waste of resourc-
es anyway).

Food supply is another 
possible victim of pro-
longed, intense droughts. 
Livestock would die off, 
crops would wither, and 
the Midwest produce 
economy could collapse. 
As if being a farmer 
wasn’t already difficult 

enough, it appears the 
job won’t be getting easi-
er any time soon.

The world’s supply of 
soybeans and corn are 
heavily dependent on the 
farmlands of Nebraska, 
Kansas, Iowa, and other 
Midwest states. Problems 
with production affect a 
vast variety of aspects in 
daily life. Fewer soybeans 
would mean more expen-
sive soybeans. Anything 
containing soy (many, 
many foods) would rise in 
cost, as would the price 
of ethanol and other by-
products of corn. A sharp 
increase in food prices can 
be expected, hitting the 
least affluent the worst.

 NASA’s predictions are 
based on the levels of car-
bon emissions globally re-
maining unchanged. The 
rate of emission growth 
worldwide is far from zero, 
and it is hard to say wheth-
er any attempt to reduce 
climate change could stop 
these droughts from occur-
ring. It may not be too late 
to lessen their effect, how-
ever, through careful use of 
natural resources.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

At some point during ju-
nior or senior year of high 
school, every student hop-
ing to go to a four-year col-
lege must take the ACT or 
SAT at least once.

From the beginning of 
our high-school careers, 
we’re told that these 
tests level the playing 
field. We’re told that 
they’re designed to help 
us prove ourselves on a 
national stage to thou-
sands of institutions 
around the country.

If you asked virtually 
any student in the coun-
try if he or she could be 
admitted into the school 
they were in now without 
taking one of these tests, 
nearly everyone would 
jump at the opportunity.

Last week, The Daily 
Iowan reported that the 
University of Iowa College 
of Law would begin ac-
cepting some UI students 
without taking the LSAT.

This new program will 
be available only to UI un-
dergraduate or graduate 
students who meet rigor-
ous academic standards 
such as being in the top 
10 percent of their class 
or who are able to main-
tain a 3.5 GPA over six se-
mesters of academic work. 
Moreover, to be eligible for 
this program, dubbed the 
“Kinnick Legal Scholars 
Program,” students must 
be in the 85th percentile 
for one of a series of other 
standardized tests.

Amy Beier, the direc-
tor of admissions for the 
UI law school, said, “The 
decision is based on a re-
cent rule change by the 
[American Bar Associa-
tion] section that governs 
legal education to allow 
this practice. It’s based on 
evidence that undergradu-
ate GPA and strong perfor-
mance on other standard-

ized tests is at least an 
equally good predictor as 
an LSAT score of perfor-
mance in law school.”

When I first read about 
this program, the anal-
ogy that formed in my 
mind was that of medical 
school and the MCAT. The 
thought of a doctor that 
didn’t have to go through 
the rigorous studying pro-
cess of the MCAT operat-
ing on somebody I knew, 
frankly, was not pleasant.

However, Beier said only 
a small group of students 
are eligible for the pro-
gram, and eligibility does 
not guarantee admission. 
The demanding standards 
for the program function 
as quality indicators for 
law-school success.

Beier said, “There is a 
decrease in the number 
of law-school applicants 
across the board,” but the 
program “is actually based 
on data that the ABA had 
collected over many years.”

The New York Times con-
firms that law schools across 
the country, according to the 
ABA, have not seen first-
year enrollment numbers 
this low since 1973.

My fear about this pro-
gram was that removing 
the LSAT requirement 
for some individuals was 
merely a move to increase 
applicants and enroll-
ment. While there is little 
doubt whether the pro-
gram will help with this 
problem, it turns out the 
move saves students time 
and money as well.

But perhaps more im-
portant than the effect 
this decision has on the 
UI law school is its broad-
er implications for stu-
dents across the country. 
The ABA proving that the 
standardized admissions 
test is not necessary for 
success in law school may 
lead to the elimination of 
such tests for admission 
to college.

A day that millions 
of high-school students 
have only dreamed about 
— one without standard-
ized tests — may not be 
that far off after all. 
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Iowa can once again be one of the first states in the 
nation to adopt legislation to promote gay rights.

An Iowa Senate panel has advanced a bill that 
would ban conversion therapy from being practiced on 
gay and lesbians under the age of 18. 

Conversion therapy attempts to convert a patient’s 
sexuality from homosexual to heterosexual. The roots of 
conversion therapy contain the premise that one’s sexu-
al orientation is a choice. 

Supporters of this form of therapy believe that 
homosexuality can be “cured” through treatment in-
cluding prayer, shock therapy, and prescribed drugs. 

These practices have been outlawed by New Jer-
sey, California, and Washington, D.C. 

Because Iowa was one of the first states to legal-
ize gay marriage, it should also follow suit with pro-
hibiting conversion-therapy practices.

Technically speaking, homosexuality is not an illness or 
a mental disorder. It was removed from the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual in 1973 as being classified as a disorder. 

Since homosexuality is not listed in the manual, it 
doesn’t have any guidelines to address it from a med-
ical standpoint. There is no mainstream psychological 
treatment, thus no professional standards exist for 
therapists who attempt conversion therapy. 

This is especially dangerous, given that the means 
to treat gay people have often included extreme and 
unconventional measures. Examples of treatments in-
clude estrogen treatments pills for men and electrical 
shocks being imposed on subjects to cause a seizure. 

Passing a bill to outlaw conversion therapy isn’t an 
ideological issue, it’s a public-health issue. 

Those who oppose homosexuality as it applies to 
their religion and beliefs are free to do so. Churches are 
free to teach whatever aligns with their interpretation 
of biblical text as it pertains to homosexuality. 

But the use of professionals to treat homosexuality 
with techniques not accepted by modern psychology 
and medical practices is dangerous to the patients 
who attempt to convert.

In addition to the harm that can happen medical-
ly, studies have also shown that LGBT youth suffer 
significant psychological harm from family rejection 
of their sexual orientation.

Researchers at San Francisco State University con-
cluded from their studies on family rejection of homosex-
uality that youth with unsupportive parents are more 
likely to be depressed than those parents who accept 
their sexuality. LGBT persons with unsupportive paren-
tal units are eight times more likely to attempt suicide.

Based on these findings, parents are doing their chil-
dren a great disservice in pressuring them into hetero-
sexuality, both medically and psychologically. 

An argument from members of the Family Research 
Council, which opposed legislation to ban conversion 
therapy in Washington, D.C., contend that their “free-
dom of speech” is being threatened. By not being able to 
hire a therapist to convert their children, they believe 
they are essentially being restricted the right to live 
lives aligned with their faith.

But freedom of speech doesn’t apply in this case. Free-
dom of speech is the right to speak, to convey messages 
orally or symbolically.  The removal of harmful therapy 
practices doesn’t intrude on that right. This red-herring 
argument distracts from the real issue: Conversion ther-
apy is both harmful and medically irresponsible. 

It’s the duty of lawmakers to pass legislation to 
honor and value their constituents. It is the belief of 
the Daily Iowan Editorial Board that state legislators 
should move forward in passing a conversion-therapy 
ban, for the sake of preventing from further damage 
to members of the LGBT community who are minors. 

EDITORIAL

Law school without 
LSAT has broad 
implications  
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COLUMN

The Arkansas House 
of Representatives made 
a surprising step back-
ward in terms of pro-
tecting the rights of the 
LGBT population by 
voting in favor of a bill 
that would prevent the 
implementation of an-
ti-discrimination policies 
in cities across the state. 

The motivation for this 
bill has been described 
as a business incentive, 
but SB 202 carries much 
larger implications. 
What are seeing here is 
the zealous remnant of 
a soon-to-be antiquated 
mentality, and if any-
thing, this is only the be-
ginning. 

Nationwide policy 

change on such a perva-
sive issue will not come 
easily. As the inevitable 
reality of equal rights 
comes closer to fruition, 
those in fundamental 
opposition are beginning 
to feel the walls closing 
in. The result is pockets 
of ardent discrimination 
among the seemingly 
placid consensus. When 
the war can no longer be 
won, the objective shifts 
to the individual battles. 

The bill in Arkansas is 
supposed to attract busi-
ness that may otherwise 
be deterred by an inabil-
ity to mistreat LGBT 
employees. This doesn’t 
explain why the bill ex-
tends to policy outside 
of the private-industry 
jurisdiction or why such 
business practices are 
worth attracting. 

The implicit motiva-
tions behind the bill are 
clear, and all it takes 
to allow institution-
al discrimination are 
well-concealed motiva-

tions. Intention and jus-
tification can easily be 
misconstrued to support 
a larger goal, which in 
this case appears to be 
denying equal protection 
under the law for the 
LGBT community. 

This type of tempered 
resistance is by no means 
novel and especially so 
for Arkansas. Hints of 
nostalgia from the days 
of integration are unmis-
takable. However, this 
is no Little Rock 9. Leg-
islators are not defying 
an executive order yet, 
and the de jure discrim-
ination they are trying to 
put in place straddles the 
line of constitutionality. 

Protection for the 
LGBT community, or 
lack thereof, is not ex-
plicitly stated and jus-
tifiable from slanted 
perspectives. However, 
no matter how well-con-
cealed, it is hard to re-
main oblivious to such 
an obvious attempt to 
block the progression of 

holistic equality nation-
wide.

Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson stated he 
intends to neither sign 
nor veto the bill and, in 
effect, passively let the 
potential law become 
a reality. Resistance to 
this law will undoubt-
edly form fast, but that 
a law of this nature has 
the potential to come 
into fruition in the first 
place is unsettling.

We have come too far 
as a nation for such dis-
criminatory legislation 
to take hold on a large 
scale, but this is not the 
case for the steadfast 
minorities more than 
willing to provide the 
fertile soil to grow poi-
sonous policy such as 
this. In this period of 
transition, stagnant cor-
ners of the country will 
provide the setting for 
the most vehement op-
position to the changes 
this country is facing as 
a whole.

Marcus Brown
marcusvbrown@gmail.com

Arkansas steps backwards on LGBT rights

Support conversion-therapy ban

COLUMN

COLUMN

Here comes the megadrought

Jacob Prall
prall.jacob@gmail.com
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late in Trinca-Pasat’s se-
nior year. “He’s active to 
work off blocks but also 
has the power element to 
hold his ground.”

It’s that style of play 
that’s likely going to give 
Trinca-Pasat a shot to 
make a living with an 
NFL team. He has limita-
tions physically, but the 
ability to maximize the 
assets he does have could 
make or break his profes-
sional career.

He’s off to a good start 
after totaling 3 tackles (1.5 
for loss) in last month’s 
Senior Bowl and having a 
good week of practice lead-
ing up to the game.

That process is sched-
uled to take a critical step 
on Feb. 22, when Trin-
ca-Pasat is expected to 

work out in front of rep-
resentatives from all 32 
NFL teams. He’s already 
taken a good first step, 
and a strong performance 
this weekend would do 
nothing more than push 
up his draft status.

“His play traits are 
worthy of draft consider-

ation, but his lack of size 
will be something that 
will have to be countered 
with scheme,” NFL.com’s 
Lance Zierlein wrote. “He 
works inside the construct 
of a defensive scheme ex-
ceptionally well, and de-
fensive coaches will love 
his hustle.”

That hustle combined 
with the right fit could 
pay dividends for an 
NFL team, but Trin-
ca-Pasat will have to 
fight his way, just like 
he did early at Iowa, to 
gain that familiarity 
with a professional fan 
base.

COMBINE
CONTINUED FROM 8A

when you have a nation-
al championship event,” 
Moyer said.

“They have a terrific fan 
base, and their adminis-
tration knows how to put 
on phenomenal wrestling 
championships.”

That terrific fan base 
was “a huge part of it,” 
Moyer said, and he did 
not shy away from the 
fact that the National 
Duals have struggled 
mightily with attendance 
over the last few years.

Two seasons ago, when 
Iowa last participated in 
the National Duals, Min-
nesota held the event at 
Williams Arena. On the 
final day, which included 
three of the nation’s four-
best teams (plus Missou-
ri, which finished seventh 
at that season’s NCAA 
championships), the crowd 
peaked at 2,334.

The year before, when 
the event was in Stillwa-
ter, Oklahoma, at historic 
Gallagher-Iba Arena with 
Minnesota, Iowa, Oklaho-
ma State, and Illinois — 

teams that finished second, 
third, sixth, and seventh, 
respectively, at that year’s 
NCAAs — the attendance 
topped out at 4,453.

A look at Iowa’s suc-
cessful history with atten-
dance figures made bring-
ing the National Duals to 
Iowa City a no-brainer. 
The Hawkeyes have led 
the NCAA in average at-
tendance per home dual 
for the last eight seasons.

Even more, Iowa became 
the first school in history 
to host three duals with 
crowds of 10,000-plus peo-
ple last year — against 
Penn State, 13,747; against 
Oklahoma State, 10,141; 
against Minnesota, 10,585.

“That was a huge part of 
the decision,” Moyer said. 
“And we’re also thrilled 
that the Big Ten Network 
is going to air the semi-
finals and the finals live, 
which was another huge 
contributing factor.

“As far as the recipe 
goes, the University of 
Iowa really had all of the 
ingredients for what will 
be a spectacular event.”

Moyer said that had Io-
wa opted not to participate 
in this year’s event, his 
Division I National Duals 

committee would’ve looked 
heavily into Missouri, Ohio 
State, Minnesota, and Cor-
nell as possible hosts.

But every coach whose 
team has advanced to 
Iowa City for the quar-
terfinal round is excited 
about the event being in 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena.

“That’s probably one 
of the best places you 
could’ve had it,” Lehigh 
coach Pat Santoro said. 
“Carver-Hawkeye Arena — 
that’s a place where people 
love wrestling. It’s going to 
be a great environment.”

For Brands, the deci-
sion to host the event 
hinged largely on Iowa’s 
wrestling most of its big-
ger duals on the road this 
season. The Hawkeyes 

took down five of Flow-
restling’s top-10 teams 
during the regular sea-
son, and just one of those 
wins came at home (over 
Iowa State in late No-
vember 2014).

In hosting the Nation-
al Duals, teams such as 
Missouri, Ohio State, and 
Minnesota, among others, 
will all invade Carver and 
give those die-hard Black 
and Gold fans a weekend 
full of great wrestling 
that they mostly missed 
out on this year because 
of Iowa’s schedule.

That, Brands said, 
is something he felt he 
owed them.

“We were a little bit 
light on our home sched-
ule,” he said. “We need 
to reward our fans. That 
was part of the thinking. 

I think it can be really 
good. We’ll see.”

Follow @codygoodwin 
on Twitter for updates, news, 
and analysis about the Iowa 
wrestling team.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

drop too much, as it did 
last week. The Hawkeyes 
entered their Feb. 12 loss 
to Minnesota with the na-
tion’s 36th-best RPI.

Even with that said, 
the key for the Hawkeyes 
finding their way back to 
the win column against a 
lowly team such as Rut-
gers starts with putting 
their foot on the gas from 
the get-go.

White said his team 
let Northwestern gain 
confidence by knocking 
down shots early in the 

game and the Hawkeyes 
playing out of sync of-
fensively. That’s some-
thing that can’t happen 
against a similar-caliber 
team Thursday in Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena.

“We didn’t attack [the 
Wildcats] that well,” for-
ward Jarrod Uthoff said. 
“We didn’t get the ball to 
the middle of the zone, we 
didn’t get to the baseline.” 

Of course, that’s pivotal 
to Iowa’s success. The best 
basketball the Hawkeyes 
have played was against 
Maryland and Michigan, 
when the team worked 
the ball around the floor 
and found good shots, 
something it didn’t do 

against Minnesota and 
Northwestern.

The matchup should 
be favorable; the Scarlet 
Knights allow an average 
of 66.8 points per contest 
against league opponents, 
a number good for ninth 
in the Big Ten.

Should Iowa get its of-
fense going and return to 
the positive form it has 
showed at times this year, 
it’ll be in good shape in 
the remaining schedule. 
However, should it not 
find that offensive con-
sistency, the Hawkeyes 
could see weeks like last 
one and potentially find 
themselves on the out-
side looking in.

“We’ve played real-
ly well, and there are 
times we haven’t played 
as well offensively,” Mc-

Caffery said. “You just 
want to start being as 
consistent as possible as 
you go down the stretch.”

Follow @dannyapayne 
on Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Iowa 
men’s basketball team.

MBB
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Player to watch
Junior Guard

Mike Gesell
7.4 points per game, 3.7 assists 
per game, 41 percent shooting

Senior Guard
Myles Mack
14 points per game, 4.4 assists 
per game, 39.5 percent shooting

Number to know20 spots dropped in RPI 
from Feb. 12-Wednesday

58.7 points per game, 
338th in NCAA

Last result66-61 overtime loss to Nothwestern 61-51 loss vs. Purdue

Men’s Basketball 
Preview

Wrestlers warm up before the Iowa-Virginia dual in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. 
The Hawkeyes defeated the Cavaliers, 30-6. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

TURN TO PAGE 6B
FOR A REVIEW OF DAN GA-
BLE’S NEW BOOK “A WRES-
TLING LIFE: THE INSPIRING 

STORIES OF DAN GABLE”



• Chemistry Lecture, “Synthesis of geminal bisphospho-
nates as potential inhibitors of GGDPS,” Veronica Wills, 
12:30 p.m., W323 Chemistry Building
• 2015 Lunar New Year Celebration, 2-3:30 p.m., 
Pappajohn Business Building Howe Galleria
• Colloquium, “Some Performance Improvements for the 
R Engine,” Luke Tierney, 3:30 p.m., 61 Seashore
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
nonfiction, 5 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Korean New Year’s Day Cultural Event, 6-8:30 p.m., 
Old Brick, 26 E. Market
• UI Explorers Seminar, “The Personal Genome: 
Discoveries of ancestry, genealogy, and more through 

direct-to-consumer genetic analysis,” Bryant McAllister, 7 
p.m., Natural History History Biosphere Discovery Hub
• Cinephil Film Festival, Quai d’Orsay, 8 p.m., Le Som-
meil d’Or, 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Horrible Bosses 2, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.
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by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Save up for something you want. A net-
working event will present an opportunity that you cannot refuse. 
Don’t let a responsibility you feel stand in your way. Find a way to honor 
your commitment, and take advantage of what’s being offered. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Ask for favors, but be prepared to give an 
in-depth analysis and a well-thought-out plan of compensation. Con-
tribute something worthwhile to a cause you believe in, and you will 
impress the people you want to conduct business with. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take a break. Regain your strength, and 
protect against an emotional situation that will leave you upset and 
nonproductive. Do whatever it takes to avoid letting your personal life 
interfere with your professional decisions.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Venture in new directions. Familiarize 
yourself with different cultures and ways of doing things, and you will 
discover options you never knew existed. Educational activities will give 
you a new slant on the way you do things. Romance is highlighted.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Think before taking action. Don’t believe every-
thing you hear, especially if it has to do with risky joint-money ventures. 
Get back on track, and make the personal changes that will ensure 
better health, wealth, and state of mind. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Partnerships will be tense if you let your 
emotions take over. Honesty and sincerity will be your best approach 
when dealing with others. Don’t feel the need to pay for someone else’s 
mistake. Use logic and reasonable alternatives to reach your objective. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Make an effort to take care of business. Leav-
ing unfinished business for someone else to deal with will cause a rift 
in your relationship. Use your personal skills, knowledge, and physical 
abilities to get things done on time without leaning on others.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A mental-health day, working on creative 
endeavors, or spending time with someone you love will help ease your 
mind and help you find a solution to a situation that has bothered you. 
A conversation with someone could change your life.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You will face disillusionment regard-
ing someone you thought you could trust. Make the necessary changes 
to protect your physical and emotional well-being. Money and posses-
sions should be safely tucked away to avoid loss. An investment you 
make will grow in value. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your friendships will be valued, and the 
suggestions you make will be taken seriously. Reconnecting with some-
one you used to know will open your eyes to what you want. Prepara-
tion will lead to success, not impulsiveness. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Focus on material gains and job oppor-
tunities. Search online job posts, and check out changes going on in 
whatever industry you belong to. You can make a move if you are quick 
to respond. A partnership will lead to a positive alternative. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotions will be hard to suppress. Don’t 
allow a colleague to mislead, misinterpret, or take advantage of you. 
Research, and get your facts straight before you enter discussions with 
a potential rival.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m. -Midnight Into the Void

Pointless 
Inventions:

• Ventilated umbrella
• Flannel swimsuit

• Bed with coin-operated 
“Magic Fist”

• Wooden headphones
• Sandpaper flip-flops

• 4D glasses
• Lint-replacement kit

• Sippy keg
• Lunar calculator

• Supersonic escalator
• Spicy sun-block
• DVD rewinder

• DLC for checkers
• Magic: The Gathering 

styling gel
• Nuclear powered sun-dial
• Pen that writes in Morse 

code
• Disposable safe

• Black highlighter
• Remote-controlled tablet 

PC
• Wallet with a built-in 

shredder
 

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Brian Tanner 
for contributing the material for 

today’s Ledge.

It is difficult to free fools from the chains they revere.
— Voltaire

Follow us 
on Twitter 
@TheDailyIowan
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By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Iowa fans are very familiar with Lou-
is Trinca-Pasat. He started 38 games 
over three years for the Hawkeyes, 
making his fair share of plays for head 
coach Kirk Ferentz and Company.  

Of course, that didn’t always come 
with ease. Trinca-Pasat got beat up 
badly early in his Iowa career and 
nearly quit, but he stuck with the pro-
gram and eventually started for the 
Hawkeyes.

However, just because the 6-1, 
291-pound defensive tackle made a 
name for himself in Iowa City doesn’t 
mean that’s the case around the NFL. 
Sure, it’s hard to ignore the 11.5 tack-
les for loss and 6.5 sacks during his 
senior year, but his small size, among 
other things, makes a potential NFL 
career a bit cloudy.

The Chicago native is expected to go 
through weigh-ins and measurements 
today when he arrives in Indianap-
olis for the NFL Scouting Combine. 
Although there aren’t any official 
numbers as of this writing, scouts and 
analysts are concerned about his size, 
specifically Trinca-Pasat’s arm length, 
or lack thereof. 

“Frequently loses to size and power at 
the line of scrimmage, getting knocked 
back when run at,” cbssports.com’s Rob 
Rang wrote. “Short arms give him lim-
ited opportunity to grab hold of ball car-
riers when he is able to penetrate.”

But as noted above, it’s not all bad 
for Trinca-Pasat. Assuming his work-
out in Indianapolis isn’t disastrous, 
there’s a strong chance he will be a 
late-round pick. Various scouts and an-
alysts like his energy and ability to use 
his stumpy frame to his advantage.

For example, think of Trinca-Pas-
at’s play in overtime against North-
western in 2013. He had a clear shot 
at Northwestern quarterback Kain 
Colter but missed what would’ve been 

a game-winning sack. However, he 
didn’t quit on the play, and after he 
picked himself up from the turf, even-
tually ran Colter down roughly 25 
yards away to clinch the game.

“[Trinca-Pasat] has a very good 
feel for the ball with effective lateral 
quickness to string plays out and close 
on the play,” NFLDraftScout.com’s 
Dane Brugler told The Daily Iowan 

Trinca-Pasat’s size bothers some

Iowa defensive lineman Louis Trinca-Pasat sacks Northwestern quarterback Trevor Siemian during the Iowa-Northwestern 
game in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 1, 2014. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 48-7. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

Iowa City 
a natural 
for duals
Iowa’s large, rabid fan base 
was a huge reason the 
university is hosting this 
season’s National Duals.
By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

When Mike Moyer started the pro-
cess of finding a host for this season’s 
National Duals, he primarily looked at 
schools with strong fan bases, rich his-
tories, and teams that 
would be in contention 
to win the event.

In the end, Moyer, 
the executive director 
of the National Wres-
tling Coaches Associ-
ation, said Iowa and 
Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na just made sense.

“When we looked at 
the ingredients of past 
National Duals, where we’ve had the 
biggest fan bases — those have really 
made a great recipe for success, to have 
that pageantry that you really want 

SPORTS
DAILYIOWANSPORTS.COMFOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESKTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2015

Hawkeyes try to regroup after losses

Former Iowa defensive tackle Louis Trinca-Pasat could boost his draft stock at the NFL 
Scouting Combine despite possible physical limitations.

Brands
head coach

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Two weeks ago, the Iowa men’s basketball team was at 
one of the highest peaks of head coach Fran McCaffery’s 
Iowa career. It had won at Michigan for the first time since 
2008 and beat then-No. 17 Maryland by 16 points at home.

Then last week happened. There were the two loss-
es, the worst coming to Northwestern Sunday in over-
time, one that snapped the basement-dwelling Wildcats’ 
10-game losing streak. And of course, there was the con-
stant criticism of Adam Woodbury and Fran McCaffery.

But that’s in the past. Today, the Hawkeyes, sitting at 
15-10 overall, 6-6 in the Big Ten, are scheduled to host Rut-
gers (10-16, 2-11) in a game that now holds more weight 

than the Hawkeyes may have hoped seven days ago.
“With six games left, there’s going to be a sense of 

urgency with every game left,” said Aaron White, who 
scored 6 points on 1-of-12 shooting against North-
western. “You don’t like to look ahead, but obviously 
six games and where we’re at, every one is big and 
every one matters.

“Yeah, I’d say there’s a sense of urgency, at least 
from our end.”

As White said, although Iowa says it plays every 
game with a sense of urgency, the Hawkeyes — who, 
as of this writing, rank 56th nationally in RPI — can-
not afford to give games away this late in the year.

It won’t be easy, either, even though Iowa isn’t 
scheduled to play any ranked teams. Its remaining op-

ponents are a combined 84-69, and that includes Rut-
gers and another matchup with 11-14 Northwestern.

There is a positive to that, too. Should Iowa lose to a 
good team such as Illinois or Indiana, its RPI likely won’t 

After dropping 20 spots in RPI in seven days, the Iowa men’s basketball team has a slim margin for error.

(left) Minnesota forward Maurice Walker blocks Iowa guard Mike Gesell’s lay-up attempt on Feb. 12 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Gophers defeated the Hawkeyes, 64-59. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing) (right) Iowa forward Jarrod Uthoff shoots 
during the Iowa-Maryland game in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 8. Iowa defeated Maryland, 71-55. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

SEE COMBINE, 5A SEE WRESTLING, 5A

SEE MBB, 5A

2015 NFL SCOUTING COMBINE
NWCA NATIONAL DUALS 

Men’s Basketball vs. Rutgers
When: 7:05 p.m. today

Where: Carver-Hawkeye
Watch: ESPNU

BE SURE TO CATCH OUR NWCA NATIONAL DUALS TAB IN FRIDAY’S DI. 
ADDITIONALLY, HEAD TO DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR COVERAGE OF 

HAWKEYE SWIMMING, SOFTBALL, AND BASEBALL.



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calen- dar

80HOURS
The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, February 19, 2015

vv

SEE MCCOY, 3B

By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

Matt McCoy is the highest ranking openly gay politician in Iowa.
Currently, he is the senator for Iowa’s 21st District, which contains the southern 

and southwestern portion of Des Moines. He began his legislative career married 
to the mother of his child and went through the process of coming out while still 
in office.

It sounds like a setup for a complete political disaster.
However, McCoy has been, and remains, the clear choice of his constituents 

– he is undefeated since winning his first term in 1997. The side effect of this 
success, he said, has been an influx of heated emails, often negative.

“People [told] me I was going to hell and that I was bringing all the innocent 
souls of Iowa with me,” he said.

McCoy, You’re Going Straight to Hell is a book McCoy cowrote with former 
staffer Jim Ferguson, in which they collect thoughts from both sides of the mar-
riage-equality debate. Published on Dec. 1, 2014, the central narrative relates 
McCoy’s personal story and opinions relating to marriage equality; a variety of 
relevant anecdotes and commentary, mainly taken from emails to the senator, 
orbiting his monologues and transcripts. McCoy and Ferguson will read from 
the book at 1 p.m. Saturday at Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque St.

The sheer diversity of opinion exhibited, in form and content, throughout 
the book is expansive. McCoy and Ferguson weave wide-ranging monologues 
of McCoy’s personal struggles, various quotations, social-media responses, in-
terview transcriptions, blogs, and letters into a snapshot of an ongoing social 
movement.

For instance, the narrative includes families who have been together in do-
mestic partnerships, parents whose children moved away because “Iowa wasn’t 
progressive enough,” and opinions from both sides of the religious clergy.

Bret Dublinske, a Des Moines resident who read the book, said he enjoyed it 
even if the fragmented format of the book sometimes made it difficult to estab-

lish rhythm as he read.
“It’s not often you get to see a behind the scenes look at the personal issues of 

politicians like this … I think it’s historically important,” Dublinske said.
Ferguson said the correspondence in the book deserves preservation, for the same rea-

sons artifacts from the Civil War are preserved — so people can remember the occasional 
cost of freedom.

“One of my jobs was looking at [McCoy’s] emails … and we became aware these were 
historical artifacts of a civil-rights movement,” Ferguson said. “[They] needed to be pre-

served so people can see the pain and struggle.”
The flood of emails and letters inspiring the book began as a response 

to a mass email McCoy sent expressing approval for the 2009 Iowa Su-
preme Court ruling Varnum v. Brien, which ruled that the state’s 

restriction of giving marriage licenses solely to heterosexuals 
was unconstitutional.

Following his viral success, people from across the country 
started sending him their stories about marriage equality 

and its importance, or lack thereof, in their lives.
It took nearly four years to complete the book, includ-

ing three major rewrites. The editing involved in turn-
ing more than 1,000 communiqués into the final group 
of around 300 in the final book was hard, McCoy said.

“You felt like you were cutting off one of your fin-
gers,” he said.

Luckily, McCoy has a great coauthor in Fergu-
son, a former Iowa Citian who served as the first 
assistant principal of West High and later prin-
cipal of Southeast Junior High. He also earned 
a doctorate at the University of Iowa.

Though both the compilation of the book and 
its writing are a result of collaboration, McCoy 
said Ferguson’s due diligence was the “driving 
force” behind the project. Sometimes, he re-
typed entire correspondences electronically so 
they could be used, Ferguson said.

“Jim was the organizer, and really marched 
us forward … he did an enormous amount of 
fact-checking,” McCoy said.

McCoy said the story of one man whose 
homosexual son left Iowa because discrimi-
nation has stuck with him.

“He really wanted to bring his only son 
home … [and] I have a son who I’d want to 
feel welcome no matter where he is,” McCoy 
said.

The frontline of 
equality

READING
Sen. Matt McCoy and Jim Ferguson

When: 1 p.m. Saturday
Where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

Admission: Free

Matt McCoy, an openly gay Iowa senator, creates a picture of marriage equality in 
Iowa with his new book, McCoy, You’re Going Straight to Hell.



weekend events
Today 2.19

Friday 2.20

Saturday 2.21

Sunday 2.22

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Still Alice
2015 Golden Globe winner and 
now Academy Award nominee 
Julianne Moore stars as Alice 
Howland, a linguistics professor, 
wife, and mother of three adult 
children whose life is uprooted 
when she receives a devastat-
ing diagnosis.
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Basking in the Oscars

By EMMA MCCLATCHEY 
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

While I am not a 
cinema expert by 
any means, I am an 
avid movie-watcher 
and Rotten Tomatoes 
junkie with lots of 
opinions. And thanks 
to FilmScene and $5 
movie nights at the lo-
cal Marcus Theaters, 
I managed to watch 
every single Best Pic-
ture nominee before 
the 2015 Academy 
Awards, 7 p.m. Feb. 
22 on ABC and hosted 
by the irreverent Neil 
Patrick Harris. 

From the subtle and 
moving to the preten-
tious and bombastic, 
here is a run-down of 
the films you can’t stop 
hearing about, written 
by an average person 
who spends too much 
time in the theater.

 
The Imitation Game

The well-known story 
of Alan Turing — Nazi 
code-breaker and in-
ventor of the first pro-
to-computer— is one 
worth telling, and Best 
Actor nominee Benedict 
Cumberbatch is the 
perfect man to do it. My 
favorite film of the year, 
The Imitation Game ex-
plores Turing the man, 
from the complicated 
reason he named his 
codebreaking machine 
“Christopher” to his un-
conventional, touching 
relationship with Joan 
Clarke (Oscar nominee 
Keira Knightly). 

 
Boyhood

“Oops, I Did It Again,” 
Dragon Ball Z, Tama-
gotchi, High School 
Musical, Motorola Razr 
cell phones, a Harry 
Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix book re-
lease party— dozens of 
little details that color 
a millennial’s childhood 
also make up Boyhood, 
filmed between 2002 
and 2014. But Richard 
Linklater’s coming-of-
age tale is about more 
than nostalgia, captur-
ing the nuances of mid-
dle-class American life 
for one family.

 
 
Whiplash

This original story 
about a jazz drummer and 
his cutthroat instructor is 
as fast-paced, bloody, and 
nail-biting as any sports 
film — and perhaps twice 
as entertaining. Unlike 
many of its fellow Best 
Picture nominees, shin-
ing stars Miles Teller and 
JK Simmons are not left 
to carry the film; instead, 
their talent is showcased 
in sleek cinematography, 
clever editing, and glori-
ous musical numbers.

Selma
Selma may be 

weighed down by its 
own importance, but 
this also makes the film 
hard to forget. Director 
Ava DuVernay centers 
on an imperfect but 
nonetheless magnetic 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
who, with a community 
of equally courageous 
souls, puts his life on 
the line to chip away 
at a culture of racism 
that has yet to col-
lapse. (And yes, David 
Oyelowo was snubbed 
for Best Actor.)

 
 
Birdman

A kind of Black Swan 
meets Sunset Boule-
vard, it’s hard to decide 
what is more impres-
sive about Birdman: 
the breathtaking cine-
matography that man-
ages to make 99 per-
cent of the movie look 
like it’s filmed in one 
continuous shot or the 
stellar cast led by Mi-
chael Keaton, who par-
odies his own “washed 
up actor” status with 
depth and class. Still, 
a film about a tortured 
celebrity artist is not in 
itself a fresh concept.

 
 
 
The Theory of 
Everything

There is a lot of magic 
in this Stephen Hawk-
ing biopic, much of it 
delivered by a commit-
ted Eddie Redmayne, 
who lives up to the 
hype around his per-
formance. But as the 
years tick by, the audi-
ence is drug so far into 
the depths of Stephen 
and Jane Hawking’s 
stress and despair that 
much of the film passes 
from memory. I would 
watch it again, but the 
concept feels daunting.  
 
 
 

The Grand Budapest Hotel
Watching a dandified 

Ralph Fiennes seduce 
old ladies, rally a prison 
gang, and spritz himself 
in L’Air de Panache as 
he strolls the corridors 
of his kitschy pink hotel 
is a true pleasure. How-
ever, the offbeat charm 
of Wes Anderson’s lat-
est droll comedy makes 
it hard to see Grand 
Budapest as anything 
more than 100-minute 
romp in a lush hipster 
fantasy world. 

 
 
American Sniper 

Bradley Cooper’s 
portrayal of the stoic, 
shell-shocked warrior 
Chris Kyle is well-do-
ne, but unfortunately 
can’t save the film from 
its own propagandis-

tic, often shallow script 
and horribly distract-
ing rubber-baby prop. 
Kyle’s wife (overacted 
by Sienna Miller) is al-
so generic and unfem-
inist, making me long 
for the next tour in 
Iraq; at least the gre-
nade-wielding Muslim 
women Kyle guns down 
have some guts.

Where to watch the Oscars
At the IMU: The 

UI Campus Activities 
Board will host a free 
Oscar-viewing party 
at 6 p.m. Feb. 22 in 
348 IMU. There will be 
a red carpet and pho-
to booth, awards-pre-
diction game, trivia 
questions during com-
mercial breaks, free 
popcorn, and $1 pop 
and candy. 

At the Englert: 
FilmScene, the En-
glert Theater, and City 
Circle Acting Compa-
ny have teamed up 
to roll out the blue — 
yes, blue — carpet for 
the event “Hollywood 
Live.” Awards will be 
given for best dressed, 
best movie-related 
costume, best mov-
ie-theme food, and 
most accurate Oscar 
predictions. Ticket 
holders ($35) can en-
joy complimentary 
beer, wine, food, and 
balcony seating, but 
anyone can come by 
to watch the Academy 
Awards and access the 
cash bar (donations 
are encouraged).

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Pinkus Munster Alt
The Bread Garden Market is chock full of 
organic juices, vegetables, and granola 
— and, it turns out, organic beer. Pinkus-
Muller Brewery in Münster, Germany, is the 
first organic, USDA-approved brewery in 
the world, and, as a 199-year-old business, 
it’s doing something right.
 
EXPERIENCE: Beneath an unpresuming 
red label featuring a crude illustration 
of two German guys tapping a barrel 
of beer is the pale gold Münster Alt. 
Boasting a floral scent and the smooth, 
palatable, and only slightly dry taste of 
a great white wine, the Alt may be my 
favorite craft beer I’ve tried all year. What 
can I say, the Germans know their bier.
 
ADVICE: It’s worth an extra dollar or 
two (one pint of Münster Alt costs $3.79 
at Bread Garden) to test the difference 
between organic beer and processed 
domestic brands — even if, like me, 
you’re a lifelong lover of Bud Light. I 
consumed my Pinkus pint with Bread 
Garden’s cream cheese brownie, a 
combination I would recommend. And, 
hey, it’s a one-stop shop. 

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Big Backyard Jam Session, 
7 p.m. Shakespeare’s, 818 S. 
First Ave.
• Dirty River Ramblers, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn 
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington 

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., River-
side Theater, 213 N. Gilbert

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, nonfiction, 5 p.m., 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

FILM
• Song of the Sea, 3 p.m., 
FilmScene, 118 E. College
• LunaFest, 6-9:30 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 1301 Fifth St.

MUSIC
• Piano Master Class, 
Azaf Zohar, 12:30 p.m., 
University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall
• Orchestra Invitational, 7 
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Live Broadcast with Alpha 
Bet, 9:30 p.m., Yacht Club 
• Grateful Dead Experience, 
the Schwag, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
• Soulshake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater 
• Why Torture is Wrong and 
the People Who Love Them, 
7:30 p.m., Dreamwell, Uni-

versalist Unitarian Society, 
10 S. Gilbert
• Family Dinner, 8 p.m., 
172 Theater Building

TALK
• Ending the Silence: A 
Conversation on Race and 
Privilege, 6 p.m., University 
Capitol Center Recital Hall

FILM
• Two Days, One Night, 3, 5, 
7, & 9 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Gamicon Omega, 3 p.m., 
Sheraton Hotel, 210 S. 
Dubuque

MUSIC
• Ukulele Music Session, 4 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. 
Dubuque
• Summercamp on the Road, 
5:20 p.m., Yacht Club
• Iowa Honor Band Festival, 7 
p.m., IMU
• Jordan Pohlmann, 8 p.m., 
University Capitol Center 
Recital Hall 
• Sinking Suns, Acoustic 
Guillotine, Crown King Revival, 
Flannel Season. 10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• “Sal Fink, Catfish Wran-
gler,” Eulenspiegel Puppet 
Theater, 1 p.m., Museum of 
Natural History 
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., River-
side Theater
• Why Torture is Wrong and 
the People Who Love Them, 
7:30 p.m., Dreamwell The-

ater, Universalist Unitarian 
Society
• Family Dinner, 8 p.m., 172 
Theater Building
 
WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Matt McCoy & Jim Ferguson, 
nonfiction, 1 p.m., Prairie 
Lights

FILM
• Song of the Sea, 10 a.m., 
FilmScene
• Awake, The Life of Yoganan-
da, 12:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Still Alice, 4:15, 6:30, & 8:45 
p.m., FilmScene
• Bijou After Hours, Brick, 11 
p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Gamicon Omega, noon-4p.m., 
Sheraton Hotel

MUSIC
• Spring Festival Gala, 7 
p.m., IMU
• Megan Jean and the KFB, 
Model Stranger. 9 p.m., 
Gabe’s
 
THEATER
• Lucky Me, 2 p.m., River-
side Theater 

FILM
• Still Alice, 1, 3:15, 5:30, & 
7:45 p.m., FilmScene
• Hollywood Live 2015, 
6 p.m., Englert, 221 E. 
Washington

MISCELLANEOUS
• Gamicon Omega, noon-4p.m., 
Sheraton Hotel

Come find us on 
Instagram

@daily_iowan

McFarland, USA
Based on a true story, this 
inspirational sports drama 
follows a cross-country coach 
(Kevin Costner) who leads a 
small town team of predom-
inately Mexican-American 
high-schoolers to victory on 
the course and off.

Hot Tub Time Machine 2 
Hot Tub Time Machine was 
one of the most unexpected 
successes of 2010, and now, 
the gang is back for more 
time-bending adventures. When 
Nick and Jacob steer the hot 
tub in the wrong direction, they 
must alter the future in order to 
save the past — which is really 
the present.

80 Hours Staff 
Pick: Boyhood 
 
• Runners up: Birdman, The 
Grand Budapest Hotel, The 
Theory of Everything 
• Not nominated honorable 
mentions from 2014: 
Begin Again, Fury, Gone Girl, 
Guardians of the Galaxy, The 
Hundred Foot Journey

A totally non-definitive ranking of this year’s Best 
Picture nominees, compiled by an average human 
being who saw them all.



MCCOY
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Ferguson, himself, is 
heterosexual. He used to 
lack an appreciation of 
the significance legal rec-
ognition of romantic part-
nerships meant for some 
but soon began to sepa-
rate the concepts of “mar-
riage” and “civil union.”

“I realized marriage 
was on a whole other 
level,” Ferguson said. 
“There was a depth there, 
a security there, which I 
don’t think comes from 
any other relationship.”

McCoy is happy to see 
more and more Iowans 
beginning to back same-
sex marriage. Last year, 

56 percent of Iowans 
said they support mar-
riage equality, a percent-
age that has consistently 
increased over the past 
several years, he said.

“I refuse to get bitter 
about [marriage equal-
ity], because ultimate-
ly, with enough time 
and information, they’ll 
join the 56 percent,” he 
said. “I am continual-
ly reminded by … how 
generous … Iowans are 
[in their support of mar-
riage equality].”

Iowans are particular-
ly good at handling it, he 
said, because they often 
demonstrate a “live and 
let live” mentality. As 
for the remaining bigot-
ry, McCoy said, he has 
adopted a “really thick 

skin” and keeps his eye 
on the positives.

“Iowans, when they 
change their hearts and 
position on this issue, it’s 
always toward equality,” 
McCoy said.

In his experience, it 
works the same way with 
religion and church lead-
ers. He fully supports the 
right of religious leaders 
not to marry same-sex 
couples, because “[he] 
doesn’t support someone 
forcing their beliefs on 
other people.”

McCoy’s personal 
struggle with sexuality 
was complicated by al-
coholism and addition-
al compounding factors.  
He said he wants his 
battle to help others get 
through their own pro-

cess of self-discovery by 
providing them with an 
example and maybe even 
a little guidance.

“If I can [come out] 
as a state senator while 
dealing with re-election, 
then they can, too,” Mc-
Coy said. 

McCoy and Ferguson 
will continue traveling 
to public libraries across 
Iowa to promote the book 
and its message. McCoy 
said he may even try 
touring across the coun-
try after the current leg-
islative session ends.

“I hope this book will 
provide hope to young 
people coming to terms 
with their sexuality 
while showing them 
there is a place for them,” 
he said.

‘Dear Senator McCoy …’ 
A selection of emails featured in McCoy, You’re Going Straight to Hell.
 
“I will NOT vote for you ever again. I will campaign and vote for whoever runs 
against you … You have been put on notice. Enjoy your last term as senator.”
 
“Honorable Matt McCoy: I am an inmate at Newton Correctional Facility. I 
learned about the proceedings over the gay-marriage rights. I am not gay, but it 
is my belief that in the United States people are able to choose what they want. 
No one should be able to tell another who they can or cannot love.”
 
“What happened to GOD, Senator McCoy? God created Adam and Eve not Adam 
and STEVE. You will have to be accountable to GOD for this ONE.  Don’t call yourself a 
Christian, because Christians read the Bible. You obviously missed that in your life.”
 
“My parents disowned me as a result of my coming out. I cannot believe that 
I will not be allowed to marry the man I will someday find and love. I will 
marry, not to spite my parents, but in spite of them.”
 
“You have given the community a reason to believe in government that 
protects the people instead of being subjected to a tyrannical mob rule. That 
is the essence of true democracy.”
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By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

Felicity wakes up next 
to a man she can’t re-
member marrying. Zamir, 
her apparent husband, 
insists that the previ-
ous night they met at a 
Hooters, got drunk, and 
hitched up. None of this 
is helped by Zamir’s pos-
sibly being a terrorist.

Why Torture is Wrong 
and the People Who Love 
Them is a dark comedy 
that will be staged by 

Dreamwell Theater on 
Friday and run through 
Feb. 28 at the Unitari-
an Universalist Center, 
10 S. Gilbert St. Perfor-
mances will start at 7:30 
p.m. each day.

D i r e c t o r 
Adeara Maurice 
said Why Torture 
is Wrong high-
lights the “fear-
based culture” 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
terrorism and 
homeland secu-
rity in post-9/11 
America.

“It’s about a woman 
who brings her new, cra-
zy, possibly violent hus-
band home to meet the 
parents, who suspect 
him to be a terrorist,” 
Maurice said. “For me, 
this play is about these 
characters’ insecurities, 
defense mechanisms, 
and the flaws that make 
them human.”

Over the course of Fe-

licity’s visit with her 
suspicious parents, the 
audience is introduced 
to a mother who seems 
a little too fond of the 
theater and a father who 
seems to be connected to 

a shadow government.
“This show is basical-

ly a menagerie of odd 
ducks,” said Regan Lou-
la, the actor portraying 
Felicity. “There are nu-
merous larger-than-life 
personalities, ranging 
from fun eccentricity to 
seemingly dangerous. My 
character is surrounded 
continuously by insanity 
and has to find a way to 

muddle through it with-
out going crazy herself.”

The cast and crew said 
each character inhabits 
a moral gray area, leav-
ing no clear villain. Still, 
Benjamin Alley, the actor 

playing Zamir, said he 
had trouble inhabiting a 
character with so many 
less-than-savory beliefs.

“A lot of the struggle 
for me was the charac-
ter’s idea that women are 
subservient to men,” he 
said. “Every character is 
the hero of his own story, 
and that’s what he thinks 
is right. For me, that idea 
is unacceptable.”

To help him embody 
a character capable of 
going from charming to 
outraged in an instant, 
Alley composed a play-
list of songs he believed 
his character might lis-

ten to, including 
songs from Em-
inem’s first two 
albums.

“You have to 
find the circum-
stance where 
you believe it’s 
OK, to look in 
the mirror [and] 
put yourself in 

the mindset of this char-
acter,” he said.

Loula said Why Torture 
is Wrong adds to an ongo-
ing conversation sparked 
by the release of the CIA 
“torture report” in 2014, 
publicly detailing the 
ways in which American 
agencies detain and in-
terrogate prisoners, from 
sleep deprivation to “rec-
tal feeding.”

“The importance of 
the difference between 
security and paranoia is 
one of the major themes 
of the play,” Loula said. 
“It was educational to 
discuss this issue with 
my castmates and incor-
porate our opinions into 
the workings of the show. 
This also means that, 
although it’s a comedy, 
there were times when 
things got somewhat 
heavy. These elements 
combined with personal 
work made it a powerful 
experience.”

The geography of torture

THEATER
Why Torture is Wrong and the 
People Who Love Them
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday & 
Saturday, Feb. 27 & 28
Where: Unitarian Universalist 
Center, 10 S. Gilbert
Admission: $10-$13

‘For me, this play is about these characters’ 
insecurities, defense mechanisms, and the flaws 

that make them human.’
— Adeara Maurice, director
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By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu 

“Women’s rights are like 
the canary in the coal mine,” 
former Sen. and Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton said in October 
2014. “If you don’t protect 
women’s rights here at 
home and around the world, 
everybody’s rights are lost.”

With 1,800 people im-
mersed in her every word, 
Rodham Clinton relayed 
this message as she 
stumped for then-North 
Carolina Sen. Kay Hagan in 
the latter’s re-election bid. 
Little did Rodham Clinton 
know her declaration would 
spark the creative and com-
ic genius of Iowa feminists 
seeking to speak out.

In its début appearance, 
the Canaries will perform 
at 8 p.m. Saturday at the 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington 
St. All of the proceeds will 
benefit the Planned Parent-
hood Voters of Iowa PAC. 

“It’s a way of showing 
support and rallying the 

community around wom-
en’s health-care issues, 
and Planned Parenthood 
symbolizes that for us,” 
said marketing director 
and performer KT Haw-
baker-Krohn. 

Last year, the case of Bur-
well v. Hobby Lobby came 
before the Supreme Court. 
In its ruling, the court decid-
ed that closely held, for-prof-
it corporations cannot be 
forced under the Affordable 
Care Act to provide certain 
contraceptives to their em-
ployees if that offends the 
religious beliefs of the cor-
poration’s owner.

Jarred by what she per-
ceived as an unfair deci-
sion, Canaries founder and 
University of Iowa theater 
Lecturer Megan Gogerty 
felt compelled to take a 
stand through what she 
knows best — performance. 

“I realized that I may 
not be able to change ev-
erybody’s mind, but may-
be what I could do was get 
some of the people who do 
agree with me to give mon-

ey” she said. “Instead of just 
voicing our frustrations 
and ranting about it on so-
cial media, let’s turn it into 
dollars. Let’s raise hell and 
dollars. Let’s put our money 
where our mouth is and see 
if we can give some atten-
tion to an organization that 
has the ability to do some-
thing about it.”

After gaining permis-
sion from the Planned 
Parenthood Voters of Io-
wa PAC, Gogerty formed a 
team of performance art-
ists and began organizing. 

Hawbaker-Krohn said 
she enjoys getting to 
reach out to people with 
the message. 

“It really shows the con-
nection between women in 
art and women in health 
care,” she said. “All of these 
things are linked in really 
profound ways, though we 
often want to act like they’re 
separate. Storytelling is a 
form of activism itself, and 
that form of activism can 
give volume to women’s 
health-care issues.”

Canaries in the coal 
mine of life
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By GRACE HAERR
grace-haerr@uiowa.edu

This year, thousands of 
Deadheads around the world 
— including in Iowa City — 
will celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the advent of the 
Grateful Dead, which burst 
onto the rock ’n’ roll scene in 
1965. The Schwag, including 
some of the original Dead-
heads, is a Missouri-based 
tribute band dedicated to 
continuing the sound of the 
Grateful Dead; it will jam 
out Friday at Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington St.

Schwag leader Jimmy 
Tebeau said he first saw 
the Grateful Dead in 1989 
at the Alpine Valley Music 
Theater in Wisconsin and 
was immediately hooked on 
its sound. His band became 
the one of more than 450 
Grateful Dead tribute bands 
in the United States.

The Schwag, however, is 
meant to honor the Grate-
ful Dead rather than copy 
its style. This is an approach 
Tebeau said has received the 
seal of approval from Grateful 
Dead bass guitarist Phil Lesh, 
whom Tebeau met in St. Louis 
and who signed his autograph 
with the message, “Good luck.”

“We just take the songs and 
reinterpret the music,” Tebeau 
said. “We are not a recreation. 
We are a perpetuation.”

It’s been seven years since 
the Schwag last performed 
at Gabe’s, then called the 
Picador. (The band had to 
leave its light engineer be-
hind in Iowa City after he 
fell in love with a woman in 
the audience, to whom he is 
now married; they have a 
child.) The Schwags mem-
bers said their goal is to put 
Iowa City back in their rota-
tion of tours from here on. 
Friday’s show will consist of 
two long sets and will last 
for around three hours.

“We have sold quite a few 
tickets in advance, so it should 
be a great turnout,” said Scott 
Kading, the owner of Gabe's.

“We’ve had big crowds to 
see rockabilly, hip-hop, rock, 
and a solo artist four days 
in a row; over the next few 
months, we have a show 
scheduled almost every day.”

Kading hopes to have quite 
a few “Grateful-Dead-type 
shows over the next year.”

Started in 1991 as merely 
the Schwag, the group add-
ed the Grateful Dead Expe-
rience to its name because, 
Tebeau said, a concert by 

the Schwag has a kind of 
vibe that goes beyond what 
is seen and heard.

“Our goal is to take the 
audience on a musical jour-
ney, one that involves us and 
the audience,” Tebeau said.

The Schwags has a run-
ning song list of more than 
200 songs from the Grateful 
Dead and the Jerry Garcia 
Band. Tebeau played the 
bass with the Jerry Garcia 
Band for more than four 
years and has seen it in con-
cert 77 times.

“We are the longest-run-
ning and top tribute band 
for the Grateful Dead,” 
Tebeau said. “This is a full-
time job for us; performing 
is not just a hobby.”

Since 1991, the Schwag 
has performed 3,000 con-
certs in the United States. 
The group has played along-
side acts such as Chuck Ber-
ry, Bill Nershi from String 

Cheese Incident, Drew 
Emmitt and Vince Her-
man from Leftover Salmon, 
Butch Truck from The All-
man Brothers Band, Fred 
Tacket from Little Feat, 
Mike Gordon from Phish, 
and even Grateful Dead 
keyboardist Vince Welnick.

Tebeau’s musical aspira-
tions were tested when he 
spent time behind bars from 
May 2013 to May 2014. At 
the Schwags’ 2010 Schwag-
stock music festival — held 
annually on Tebeau’s prop-
erty in rural Missouri — Te-
baeu was accused of a music/
drug related crime that put 
him in prison, where he con-
tinued to perform in the pris-
on's musical department and 
play in four different bands.

“I spent that year re-eval-
uating my music career,” he 
said. “When arrested, I was 
in two touring bands, and I 
owned the camp ground. I 
think the Schwag almost got 
away from me.”

However, after Tebeau was re-
leased, the Schwag immediately 
picked up where it had left off.

“In the [Grateful Dead] song 
‘Truck,’ the lyrics say, ‘What a 
long strange trip it’s been.’ It 
couldn’t be more true,” Tebeau 
said. “It’s amazing how popu-

lar as a band we have become: 
We averaged 5,000 people at 
those festivals.”

Tebeau made the deci-
sion to “do one thing and do 
it really well” and dropped 
the Jerry Garcia Band to 
turn his focus solely to the 
Schwag, in which all four 

members majored in music 
while in college.

“I got a great band and 
crew,” Tebeau said. “What 
we do makes a lot of people 
happy. They get excited for 
us to come back. I’m having 
too much fun doing this and 
don’t plan on stopping.”

The Grateful Dead 
Experience: The Schwag 
 
• When: 10 p.m. Friday 
• Where: Gabe's, 330 E. Washington 
• Admission: $10

Driving that train, high on the fame
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By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

In April 2012, Scott 
Schulte found legendary 
Iowa wrestling coach Dan 
Gable in Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena during the 
Olympic Wrestling Tri-
als. Schulte approached 
Gable with the idea to 
write a story about the 
death of Gable’s sister, 
Diane, and how it affect-
ed him and his wrestling.

Gable agreed. The sto-
ry ran. Then, Schulte 
came up with the idea 
to write a book about 
Gable’s life. Gable said 
sure, and not long after, 
A Wrestling Life: The In-
spiring Stories of Dan 
Gable, written by Gable 
with Schulte, came to life.

The book, set to hit 
stores March 1, is not a 
traditional autobiogra-
phy. It is instead a series 
of first-person snapshots 
detailing Gable’s life. 
Each chapter is a differ-
ent story or set of stories, 
ranging from his upbring-
ing to his college and 
post-college wrestling ca-
reers to his days as Iowa’s 
head coach and beyond.

All told, it is an easy 
read — roughly 150 
pages — if only because 
every story and chap-
ter is more interest-
ing and crazy than the 
last. You’ll learn how 
his drive to succeed was 
shaped over time, why 
his family means so 
much to him, and that, 
before the headgear, 
singlets, and cauliflow-
er ear, he first wanted 

to be the world’s best 
swimmer (primarily in 
the backstroke).

If you’ve ever met the 
man, you’ll soon find the 
words start to sound like 
they are straight from Ga-
ble’s mouth the more you 
continue to read. If you 
haven’t spoken with him 
directly, you might think a 
grandfatherly figure wrote 
these stories — which 
makes sense because Ga-
ble is the father of four 
and grandfather of 10.

It reminded me a lot 
of The Art of Scouting, a 
book of similar construc-
tion written by storied ma-
jor-league scout Art Stew-
art with Sam Mellinger, 
a sports columnist for the 
Kansas City Star. It might 
also remind readers of Jim 
Zabel’s book 65 Years of 
Fun and Games.

Without revealing too 
much, my favorite story 
is absolutely the first half 
of the Molly Putz chapter, 
in which Gable’s mother 
gives him a much-needed 
wake-up call after losing 
a junior-high wrestling 
match. Another is the 
chapter about coach-
ing both Tom and Terry 
Brands, in which he gives 
a behind-the-scenes look 
at the Brands’ time as 
wrestlers at Iowa.

In all, the book pro-
vides an honest, fascinat-
ing look at Gable, and it is 
made even more intrigu-
ing because they are his 
words. Littered through-
out each story are les-
sons he’s learned — all of 
which can be applied to 
life, and damn-near most 

of them can, of course, be 
applied to wrestling.

At the top of the book’s 
cover is a quote by longtime 
ESPN broadcaster Mike 
Golic, in which he says, “As 
a high-school and college 
wrestler, I wanted to wres-
tle for Dan Gable. Now I 
know why.”

You and me both, Golic.
 
Follow @codygoodwin 

on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa wrestling team.

A Wrestling Life: 
The Inspiring 
Stories of Dan 
Gable
• Official release date: March 
1, 2015
• Order a signed copy from 
Prairie Lights by calling 1-800-
295-BOOK. 
• Gable will hold a reading of 
the book at 7 p.m. on March 4 
at the Englert Theater.

A wrestling life comes to life
A Wrestling Life: The Inspiring Stories of Dan Gable gives readers a window into the life of the 

legendary Iowa wrestling coach and wrestler, his upbringing, and all that’s helped
mold him into the man he is today.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Exhibit celebrates 
law school

Iowa Law, dubbed the oldest 
law school west of the Mississippi, 
opened its doors in Des Moines in 
1865 before settling in Iowa City 
three years later as the University 
of Iowa College of Law.

Now, the 150-year-old in-
stitution is honoring its history 
with a new exhibit.

The Iowa Law exhibit is located in 
the Old Capitol Museum in the Keyes 
Gallery for Arts, Humanities, and 
Sciences, and will run through Aug. 2. 

Featuring law-school photos, 
artifacts, and information on 
Iowa Law’s “famous firsts,” the 
exhibit celebrates the school’s 
sesquicentennial and future, said 
Noëlle Sinclair, the head of Special 
Collections in the UI Law Library.

“The law school’s history 
is so fascinating because of 
the people,” Sinclair said. “The 
exhibit is just a small sample of 
the amazing accomplishments of 
our students, alumni, faculty, and 
staff. It’s a chance for us to pause 
and celebrate not just the past 
150 years, but the next 150 years. 
For those who may not be very 

familiar with the law school, it is 
a chance to learn a bit more.”

The exhibit will tell the story 
of the founding of the law school. 
It will also include displays 
on the various homes of the 
school, stories about faculty and 
students, the Law Library, sample 
questions from the bar exam, 
and a display of juridical Daumier 
prints from the UI Art Museum.

Visitors are welcome between 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. on Thursdays, and 1-5 p.m. 
Sundays. Admission is free.

— by Claire Dietz

EXHIBIT
Iowa Law: The Oldest 
Law School West of the 
Mississippi
 
• When: Tuesday-Sunday, 
now through Aug. 2 (closed 
Mondays and national 
holidays) 
• Where: Old Capitol 
• Admission: Free
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