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Nolan Hicks loves soccer.
It’s the first thing he says about 

himself. He doesn’t mention much 
about school, or video games, or the 
cancer he once battled.

But Nolan will talk about Lionel 
Messi, the Argentine forward he ad-
mires and the Barcelona soccer team 
he plays for. Nolan, a mild-mannered 
and polite 12-year-old, plays year-
round in a club league as a forward 
and right back. When holidays inter-
rupt his practice schedule, he anx-
iously juggles a soccer ball in the 
living room — his record is 64 consec-
utive juggles — or watches videos of 
new moves he plans to master.

But there was a period when cancer 
benched him — but only for a while. 

Nolan discovered a lump on the up-
per part of his left leg as he was be-
ginning fourth grade. It didn’t seem 
serious at first; his parents thought 
perhaps it was an inflamed lymph 
node.

The first test revealed the growing 
bump on Nolan’s leg was composed of 
a rare soft-tissue cancer, synovial sar-
coma. According to the Libby Shriver 
Sarcoma Initiative, only one to three 
individuals in 1 million are diagnosed 
with this disease. Only a few weeks 
later, Nolan underwent surgeries to 
remove the growth and endured che-
motherapy and radiation treatments.

But it couldn’t keep him off his 
feet. Nolan tried to kick a soccer ball 
around as much as he could, even as 
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Soccer lover kicks soft-tissue cancer
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AIB 
sports up 
in the air
By CARLY MATTHEW
carly-matthew@uiowa.edu

CEDAR FALLS — At the state 
Board of Regents meeting on 
Wednesday in Cedar Falls, almost 
one dozen AIB College of Business 
athletes attended to make a state-
ment.

The gift of AIB to the Universi-
ty of Iowa was not announced until 
after the regents’ agenda had been 
determined, which meant the AIB 
athletes would not be discussed. 

“We came here today to get 
some answers and clear up the un-
known,” said Isaac Novak, an AIB 
sophomore baseball player.

Wearing red and blue, their school 
colors, the athletes came to the 
meeting hoping that, though they 
wouldn’t be able to speak on the 
issue, they might be able to send a 
message to the regents and the uni-
versity officials in attendance.

“The issue may not be taken 
care of through the meeting, but 
we want to put a face to what’s go-
ing on,” said Max Sallinen, an AIB 
freshman baseball player. “A lot of 
people don’t understand how our 
lives turned upside down in the 
past week.”

The merger was announced 
during a press conference at AIB 
on Jan. 26. There, UI President Sal-
ly Mason and AIB President Nan-
cy Williams said they felt the gift 
would benefit both institutions.

Sixty percent of the regents’ new 
funding model for institutions is 
based on the enrollment of in-state 
students. In the fall 2014 semester, 
Iowa residents made up about 47 
percent of first-year student enroll-
ment, according to its admissions 
webpage. The UI stands to lose as 
much as $50 million in funding un-
less the university enrolls more Io-
wa students.

AIB is a business college located 
in the southern part of Des Moines. 
According to the announcement of 
the merger, the process will take at 
least one year. 

The AIB campus will then become 
the UI Des Moines campus. Through 
the gift, the Des Moines campus 
will most likely gain a number of 
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States and their reserve funds

With states still configuring their budget for fiscal 2016, 
last year’s final budgets left many states with excess money 
to add to their reserve funds.

The 10 states and the number of days they could survive 
on their reserve funds are:

  • Alaska, about 664 days
   

  • Wyoming, about 189 days
   

  • North Dakota, about 188 days
   

  • Nebraska, about 134 days
   

  • West Virginia, about 119 days
   

  • Texas, about 79 days
   

  • Iowa, about 77 days
   

  • Montana, about 71 days
   

  • South Carolina, about 67 days
   

  • Indiana, about 50 days
   
   Source: Pew Charitable Trusts

SAVING FOR A 
RAINY DAY

By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

Despite having more than enough funds in the state’s “rainy day” 
account, several state senators are still looking to find ways to save 
Iowa’s money.

For the second year in the row, Sen. Jake Chapman, R-Adel, and 
Sen. Bill Anderson, R-Pierson, have introduced a bill that would al-
ter how much of the state budget should be spent, in addition to 
where excess money should be allocated.

Chapman said last year the bill was proposed close to the funnel 
and failed, and this year’s version hasn’t seen any changes besides 
the revised dates.

In January, Gov. Terry Branstad proposed a general fund of $7.3 
billion for fiscal 2016 and $7.5 billion for the following fiscal year. 
The estimated general-fund appropriation for fiscal 2015 is $7 bil-
lion; last fiscal year, it was $6.5 billion.

“It hit me one day when I was in a budget meeting and we were 
talking about increased of expenditures, household incomes grow-
ing at half the rate, and we are not taking into account of our house-
holds in Iowa, just [the state’s] revenue,” Chapman said.

LIFE IN BACON UNIVERSE
AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE EIGHTH-ANNUAL 
BLUE RIBBON BACON FESTIVAL. 80 HOURS.

Nolan Hicks dribbles the ball during soccer practice in the Hawkeye Tennis & Complex on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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By MITCH MCANDREW
mitch-mcandrew@uiowa.edu

It’s hour No. 15. Legs are 
sore, eyes are heavy, energy 
is low, yet nine long hours 
remain.

Enter the University of 
Iowa Dance Marathon’s 
morale  captains. 

“If I’m dancing my heart 
out with a smile on my face 
all night, then hopefully, 
I can keep other dancers 
energized,” said Jess Kuen-
nen, a UI senior human 
physiology major and the 
morale captain of Group 40. 
“I’ll just try to be as excited 
as I possibly can.” 

While keeping dancers 
enthusiastic during the 
Big Event may be the most 
challenging part of the mo-
rale captains’ job, it only 
scratches the surface of 
their many duties. 

“They help out a lot 
with recruiting new stu-

dents and helping them 
find their own passions 
for Dance Marathon,” said 
Ricky Stochl, a senior bio-
medical engineering ma-
jor and this year’s morale 
director. 

Apart from recruiting 
new dancers and keeping 
their spirits high, the cap-
tains’ duties also include 
fundraising assistance, 
communication, and edu-
cation. 

“They serve as the most 
direct contact between the 
Dance Marathon lead-
ership and our dancers,” 
said Drake Wilbur, the PR 
and marketing director for 
Dance Marathon. 

He said most of the train-
ing is intent on preparing 
the captains to answer any 
questions on fundraising, 
dancing, or service that the 
dancers might have. 

On top of that, Stochl 
said, the captains try to 

form personal connections 
with their dancers, teach-
ing them how to raise funds 
and encouraging them to 
attend events. 

While the morale cap-
tains diligently ready them-
selves for Dance Marathon, 
Stochl said, all the prepa-
ration in the world can still 
fall short.

“There’s just no way 
to train for the 24-hour 
dance,” he said. “When it 
comes down to it, you have 
to use your own passions to 
get you through.” 

For Drew Van Arsdale, a 
junior studying psychology 
and secondary education 
and the morale captain of 
Group 22, it’s all about the 
kids. 

“It’s awesome to see all 
the kids having a blast and 
smiling,” he said. “You just 
have to stay on your feet 
and remember what you’re 
doing it for.” 

Obviously, being a morale 
captain for such an event is 
no walk in the park. For this 
reason, a fairly rigorous hir-
ing process is employed by 
Dance Marathon to find its 
captains. 

“The captains, just like 
everyone else on the lead-
ership team, have to apply 
and interview,” Wilbur said. 

Both Kuennen and Van 
Arsdale attest to the addic-
tive power of Dance Mara-
thon. 

“I didn’t know what I was 
getting myself into, but I 
was absolutely blown away 
by the experience and the 
organization,” Kuennen 
said. 

Van Arsdale was hooked 
in a similar way. 

“It took me five minutes 
into the event to realize 
how amazing it was,” he 
said. “It’s been one of the 
most amazing experiences 
of my life.”

Keeping the morale dancing
Drew Van Arsdale checks in one of his group members in the IMU on Tuesday. Van Arsdale is the morale captain of Group 22, which has 67 members. Van Arsdale has shown his 
dedication to Dance Marathon by growing out his hair and beard for the past year; he will shaved it all off on Saturday during the Big Event. (The Daily Iowan/ John Theulen)

Currently, an estimate 
is approved at a reve-
nue estimating confer-
ence meeting, which is 
held by Dec. 15. Of the 
approved estimate, the 
state can only use 99 
percent of the adjusted 
revenue for the follow-
ing fiscal year.

The bill, however, 
would adjust the lim-
it of how much of the 
estimated revenue the 
state could use. Instead 
of the 99 percent, the 
bill suggests the limit 
would be calculated by 
using the growth in the 
average wage and sal-
ary component of the 
quarterly state person-
al income table for Io-
wa, which is issued by 
the U.S. Department of 
Commerce.

Sen. Jeff Danielson, 
D-Cedar Falls, said 
changing how much of 
the adjusted revenue 
spending wouldn’t be 
necessary. 

He said the 99 percent 
shows Iowans that the 
state is only spending 
as much as the budget 
allows.

“I’d rather stick with 
the tried-and-true meth-
od,” Danielson said. 
“That still tells Iowans 
that we’re living within 
our means.”

After fiscal 2013, there 
was a hefty surplus that 
left the reserve funding 
to almost $1 billion and 
more than $500,000 for 
the next fiscal general 
funding.

But having a surplus 
isn’t always beneficial, 
said John Solow, a UI 
professor of economics.

“In a world in which 
we understood and 
could forecast very well, 
we would neither have 
a surplus or deficit, no 
more or no less,” Solow 
said. “The problem is we 
don’t know for sure.”

Not only is the bill re-
calculating how much is 
being spent, it also pro-
poses new ways in how 
excess money would be 
allocated.

When the state has 

money left over from the 
previous budget, that 
surplus is allocated to 
fill the reserve budget 
to its maximum balance. 
After the reserve is 
filled, if there is still ex-
cess money, it will be put 
into the general funding 
for the next fiscal year.

In the bill, a safety 
net fund would be creat-
ed, in which maximum 
balance of the fund is 2 
percent of the adjusted 
revenue estimate for the 
fiscal year. Then money 
would be allocated to 
the secondary-road fund 
of an amount of up to 1 
percent of the adjusted 
revenue estimate for the 
fiscal year.

Money will also be dis-
tributed to the taxpayer 
trust fund, and the re-
mainder of the surplus 
would create a personal 
income-tax-rate reduc-
tion fund.

But Danielson said 
another safety net would 
not be necessary.

“There’s a lot of free-
dom in that fund to do 
the things you just de-
scribed,” he said. “We 

got the tools we need 
to address any tax or 
spending issues with the 
current law.”

There are current-
ly only four states that 
do not have “rainy day” 
funds — Illinois, Kansas, 
Colorado, and Montana.

Chapman, however, 
said he doesn’t know how 
much support this bill 
will get. He said in the 
end more programs prob-
ably could not be created, 
but he hopes to get rid of 
income taxes completely. 

“I think unfortunate-
ly government has an 
appetite to spend,” he 
said. “There’s not going 
to be new programs to 
enacting [if this bill is 
passed], and I think that 
bothers some legislators 
and keep it as is and 
continue to spend tax-
payers’ money.”

academic programs. 
Sallinen chose to at-

tend AIB as a result of 
both academic and ath-
letic scholarships but 
also chose the school 
knowing he would be 
able to play baseball. 
Sallinen toured 19 
schools where he consid-
ered playing on teams 
before choosing AIB.

Though students who 
stay at AIB after the 
school merges with the 
UI will be able to keep 

their scholarships, Sal-
linen said, some of his 
friends at AIB are con-
sidering transferring 
to other schools where 
they can continue to 
participate in athletics 
programs.

After reading doc-
uments from an AIB 
Board of Trustees meet-
ing obtained by WHO-
TV Des Moines, athletes 
realized their programs 
would most likely be 
“phased out right away.”

The document states 
operational costs at AIB 
have been rising and the 
school is $1.4 million in 
debt. 

Because the UI is seek-
ing in-state students and 
funding at AIB is no lon-
ger sustainable, presi-
dents of both universi-
ties would be affected 
positively, according to 
the document.

Sophomore baseball 
player Brennen Flores 
created an online peti-
tion in response called 
“Save AIB Athletics.” 
More than 1,100 sig-
natures have been col-
lected as of Wednesday 
night.

AIB currently has 14 
varsity sports and, accord-
ing to the document, has 
more than 300 athletes. 

“We don’t know who 
will be making the final 
decision on athletics,” 
Flores said. “We’re just 
trying to reach out and 
grab their attention.”

AIB has had little re-
sponse to the leaked 
document, but Jane 
Meisner, the school’s pub-
lic-relations director, said 
the school is planning a re-
lease Friday. 

She said the release will 
come first to students, fac-
ulty and staff then later 
to the media in a press re-
lease. 

“All that’s been said so 
far is that the athletics pro-
gram is out,” Meisner said.

DANCE MARATHON 21
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the family spent six or 
seven months nearly 
living in the hospital. 
When he wasn’t battling 
treatments, he faced fe-
vers and infections as a 
result of his suppressed 
immune system.

And that’s where the 
family was formally in-
troduced to Dance Mar-
athon. The organization 
provided parking passes 
and medication reim-
bursements to help al-
leviate the stress on the 
Hicks family.

After the treatments 
subsided, the doctors 
found Nolan to be can-
cer free. Around the 
one-year anniversary of 
this milestone, Nolan 
attended his first Big 
Event, at which he met 
the members of Dance 
Marathon who raised 
the money that helped 
support his family.

“We’re big supporters 
of Dance Marathon and 
very excited to support 
them because they do so 
much to really support 
the families and the 
kids who are receiving 
treatment,” his mother, 
Marie Hicks, said. “The 
energy that the college 
students bring, wheth-
er it’s at the Big Event 

or just in anything else 
they do, is a really great 
gift to families wherev-
er you’re at. Sometimes 
it can be difficult, es-
pecially in the midst of 
treatment, to have good 
days, so it’s really nice 
to have support from all 
sorts of direction.”

Nolan and his two 
younger brothers rate 
it up there with Disne-
yland, Marie Hicks said. 

“I like it a lot; it’s re-
ally fun,” Nolan said. 

But even after the 
cancer has passed, 
Dance Marathon con-
tinues to support Nolan 
as he travels to Camp 
Hearth Connection, a 
special camp for oncol-
ogy patients and their 
siblings, in the summer. 
This year will be his 
fourth camp.

On Friday, Nolan and 
his siblings will return 
to the IMU to meet up 
with families and the 
dancers for their third 
Big Event. 

“We’re just very grate-
ful for all of their en-
thusiasm and effort that 
they put into the whole 
Big Event,” Marie Hicks 
said.

Nolan Hicks kicks the ball during soccer practice in the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on Tuesday. In the fourth grade, Nolan discovered a lump on his leg that turned out to 
be a rare soft-tissue cancer, but that didn’t stop him from playing soccer. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Nolan Hicks and mother Marie Hicks give an interview in the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
Nolan Hicks runs to talk with friends before soccer practice in the Hawkeye Tennis & Rec-
reation Complex on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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Say no to Iowa 
pipeline

Energy Transfer Partners of 
Texas has proposed a 346-mile, 
30-inch diameter pipeline to be 
built diagonally though Iowa from 
the northwest to the southeast. 
This pipeline would carry crude oil 
from the Bakken oil fields in North 
Dakota to Illinois to be refined and 
shipped to export locations. Energy 
Transfer plans to use eminent 
domain to take Iowans’ land if the 
landowners do not comply with ac-
quisition offers.

This plan is wrong for Iowa in 
many ways. The oil will not be for 
use in Iowa. Property rights of 
Iowans could be violated in favor 
of a private company. Fewer than 
10 full-time jobs are estimated 
to result from the built pipeline. 
Thousands of acres of prime Iowa 
cropland will be taken out of 
production. More carbon-based fuel 

will contribute to global climate 
change.

Pipelines, old and new, spill 
and leak. A steady stream of news 
reports show us the environmental 
devastation from pipeline disasters 
all over our country. It takes years 
to clean up the land and water 
after the devastation of a spill. 
Sometimes, full cleanup is not 
possible. There remain unanswered 
questions about who pays the costs 
of attempted cleanups.

For more information about this 
proposed pipeline, go to www.
nobakken.com. We can participate 
in our democracy and let the 
decision-makers know how we feel 
about the Bakken Pipeline crossing 
our beautiful and bountiful state.

Virginia Meyer

Racial discrimination 
still rampant

Fear and distrust of people who 

look different are all too common 
and are the basis for the sin of 
white privilege. White privilege is 
a concept that many white people 
are unable to comprehend simply 
because many have never know 
of life any other way. Unless you 
are a person of color, it is difficult 
to imagine how subtle and not-
so-subtle differences can end up 
making a big effect on opportunity 
and self-esteem. While there are 
some people of color for whom 
white privilege has less effect, no 
doubt all have been challenged by 
it to varying degrees.

Hopefully, discrimination is un-
intentional, but that doesn’t make 
it any less hurtful to the person 
who is on the receiving end of that 
discrimination.

We need to realize that racial 
segregation is still rampant:

The median wealth gap differ-
ence between a white family and a 
black family is $80,000.

One in 9 black children has an 
incarcerated parent compared with 
1 in 57 white children.

A white man who has been to 
jail is still more likely to get a job 
than a black man who hasn’t.

There was a lot of righteous 
indignation from white people in 
response to the recent rioting in 
Ferguson — as if people of color 
have no right to feel oppressed. 
While violence is never a productive 
response, how hard can it be 
to understand the anger and 
frustration that has been building 
for centuries? 

If we want to have strong, 
healthy communities, we need to 
face racism head-on. Racism is a 
burden that we all bear and that 
we need to continually work on to 
overcome.

For more information visit www.
ClintonFranciscans.com or call 563-
242-7611. 

Laura Anderson

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

In February of last 
year, a letter was sub-
mitted to the city of 
Iowa City expressing 
concerns over whether 
the curb cuts in the city 
were compliant with 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

The Johnson Coun-
ty Task Force on Aging 
submitted the letter af-
ter receiving complaints 
about the curb cuts, 
along with the city’s 
slow response time to 
accessibility issues. It 
is now a year later, and 
nothing seems to have 
been done about it. 

As a wheelchair user 
myself, I have firsthand 
experience with the 
poorly built curb cuts 
of Iowa City. The major-
ity of them are either 
very steep or have a 
large bump between the 
ramp and the street. 
Then there are some 
sidewalks that simply 
don’t have them. For ex-
ample, at the intersec-
tion of Highways 1 and 
6, there is a sidewalk in 
which there is no curb 
cut, meaning that when 
I ventured that way one 
time, I couldn’t cross 
the street. When I do go 
over bumpy curb cuts, 
my head often falls 
back, and my helper has 
to catch it. This is the 
same with steep ramps. 
Sometimes, if I go extra 
slowly, I can keep my 
head balanced. But go-
ing slowly means that 
I’m out in the street 
longer, usually after the 
light for oncoming traf-
fic has already turned 
green.

Simon Andrew, the 
administrative assis-
tant for the Iowa City 

city manager, said that 
although all of the curb 
cuts were ADA compli-
ant at the time they 
were installed, some of 
them might no longer 
be up to par with the 
current regulations. 
However, the city is 
still within the parame-
ters of the law, because 
the cuts were compliant 
at the time they were 
built. He also said the 
city goes “above and 
beyond” ADA. The ridic-
ulousness of the ADA 
grandfather clause 
aside, it seems that if 
indeed the city wanted 
to go “above and be-
yond” the ADA regula-
tions, it would move at 
a faster pace in smooth-
ing out the majority of 
the curb cuts.

Andrew also said that 
one of the main rea-
sons many curb cuts in 
downtown Iowa City re-
main shoddy at best is 
that the city tries to be 
as efficient as possible 
when fixing them. For 
example, officials are 
hesitant to fix a curb cut 
on an intersection that 
may have a water main 
burst in the next few 
years and then have to 
be repaired again.  This 
all makes perfect sense, 
although I find myself 
wondering if repairing 
some of the curb cuts is 
as big a deal as the city 
thinks it is. 

In October, I was on 
my way to class when 
I discovered that one 
of the curb cuts at the 
intersection of Clinton 
and Market had been 
fixed by applying a 
thin layer of tar to con-
nect the ramp with the 
street. I was elated. My 
friend whom I was walk-
ing with told me that it 
had probably been fixed 
since Michelle Obama 
was visiting later that 
week. I don’t know if 
this was true or not, 
but if the city can fix its 
curb cuts for the first 
lady, it should fix them 
for its residents as well.
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Despite the number of recent headlines on 
the terrorist group ISIS, it has become in-
creasingly on the defensive. In fact, things 

are looking generally positive in Iraq. The Iraqi ar-
my is reforming, air strikes have severely damaged 
ISIS supplies and numbers, and it has yet to make 
significant gains since last summer. But domestical-
ly, the battle for military spending is just beginning.

President Obama’s budget plan includes a sig-
nificant increase in defense spending, something 
many in the upper echelons of the Pentagon have 
been championing for years. It is a fairly bipartisan 
issue. Friction begins during the discussion of how 
to pay for a bigger military. There is taxation or fur-
ther sequestration of domestic programs.

Started under Bush and finished by Obama, we 
have a tragically expensive and ineffective Iraq War 
in our recent history. As the war began in 2003, no 
one bothered to secure the funding the war would 
need. It was all put on our tab, hence a growing 
deficit. Republicans criticize Obama for “taxing and 
spending,” but their own expenditures in the way of 
war were certainly not modest. Now, conservatives 
are hesitant to spend more because of the massive 
debt, yet we are faced with new threats from ISIS 
and in eastern Ukraine. 

The U.S. public can only hope that defense dol-
lars will be spent more wisely. Too much has been 
flushed away in useless endeavors. That being said, 
an intelligent increase in spending could lead to a 
U.S. military that leads the world against ISIS more 
effectively.

The most promising outcome for ISIS is the dis-
solution of the world’s governments and a break-
down in support, communication, and action. The 
international community has a responsibility to be 

wary of cracks in the hull. Luckily for those who 
oppose ISIS, the group’s actions have been nothing 
but uniting. 

Recently, a Jordanian fighter pilot was burned 
alive on film. This sort of ruthless, excessive, public 
violence may spur some extremists to the cause, but 
for the rest of us, it creates a sense of unity. The 
world stands together against such an abhorrent 
enemy. The Arab world has often been criticized for 
not doing more to fight terrorism, but when faced 
with absolute evil the likes of ISIS, it seems it now 
steps forward. Still, the right guide is needed.

Military spending alone won’t elevate the U.S. 
military. How the money is spent is where the Unit-
ed States can reassert itself as a leader. On the glob-
al stage, domestic-spending decisions may deter-
mine the strength of the world’s leader in the fight 
against ISIS. The stakes for a budget to be passed 
are incredibly high. Fortunately, this makes a gov-
ernment shutdown very unlikely. 

Will congressional Republicans bow to the nec-
essary tax increases, or will government programs 
again take a hit? Either way, military spending will 
inevitably increase in response to the enemies our 
nation faces today.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes an in-
crease in military spending is necessary. The Edito-
rial Board believes a reinvigorated Pentagon may 
lead to a more prominent and respected U.S. mil-
itary abroad. Leadership and cooperation are our 
most powerful weapons against ISIS. The Editorial 
Board also believes domestic programs should not 
go ignored or be gutted. Where a tax will be admin-
istered is yet to be argued, but derailing the reno-
vation and expansion of domestic progression is not 
the way to fund our wars.

EDITORIAL

Curb your 
enthusiasm

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media organization that 
provides fair and accurate coverage of events and issues pertaining to the 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of Iowa.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be sent via email to 
daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com (as text, not as attachments). Each letter must 
be signed and include an address and phone number for verification. Letters 
should not exceed 300 words. The DI will publish only one letter per author per 
month. Letters will be chosen for publication by the editors according to space 
considerations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please. 
 
GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must be arranged 
with the Opinions editor at least three days prior to the desired date of 
publication. Guest opinions are selected in accordance with word length, 
subject relevance, and space considerations. 
 
READER COMMENTS that may appear below were originally 
posted on dailyiowan.com in response to published material. They will be 
chosen for print publication when they are deemed to be well-written and 
to forward public discussion. They may be edited for length and style.

EDITORIAL POLICY

STAFF

Hannah Soyer
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu

JORDYN REILAND  Editor-in-Chief 

TESSA HURSH & DORA GROTE Managing Editors
NICK HASSETT  Opinions Editor

 MARCUS BROWN, MICHAEL KOROBOV 
Editorial writers 

 ASHLEY LEE , BRIANNE RICHSON, JOE LANE,  JACOB PRALL, 
CHRISTOPHER CERVANTES,   KEITH EVANSON, ERIN MANFULL,  

L.C. GRAF Columnists 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not  the opinion 
of the Publisher, Student Publications Inc.,or the University of Iowa. 

OPINIONS, COMMENTARIES, COLUMNS, and EDITORIAL 
CARTOONS reflect the opinions of the authors and are not necessarily

those of the Editorial Board.

COLUMN

Hell has been de-
scribed as a place where 
there is no reason. If true, 
certain universities in Il-
linois may have reached 
that point. 

We all know that plac-
es of higher learning 
such as universities have 
admission standards for 
students. When we sit in 
classrooms, we expect our 
peers to be of a certain 
caliber. The same princi-
ple applies to faculty.

The assumption is 
that our professors can 
also be held to a distin-
guished standard, both 
in their knowledge base 
and professionalism. In 
many cases, our profes-
sors are meant to be our 
role models. Many have 
impressive backgrounds 
and experience that we 

will strive to replicate 
as we attempt to absorb 
their insights in lectures. 
We admire the dedication 
they possess for their 
field. It is this student/
professor relationship 
that contributes in part 
to the academic atmo-
sphere in universities. 

How would you feel 
if your professor was a 
convicted felon? Would it 
change this relationship?

In an absurd move, the 
University of Illinois-Ur-
bana/Champaign has 
done just this, and that 
immediately made me 
relatively more proud to 
be an Iowa student. The 
university rehired James 
Kilgore, who is a convict-
ed felon and known ter-
rorist, to teach history. 

Kilgore was part of 
the infamous Symbio-
nese Liberation Army. In 
1975, Kilgore was part 
of a bank robbery that 
led to a customer being 
killedc. A mother of four, 
Myrna Opsahl died of ex-
cessive bleeding lying on 
the floor of the bank. For 
this and other actions 

Kilgore was convicted of 
possession of an unreg-
istered explosive device 
and second-degree mur-
der. 

Having employed Bill 
Ayers, the University of 
Chicago has also been as-
sociated with this insan-
ity. Ayers was a member 
of the Weather Under-
ground, a revolutionary 
group that bombed and 
attempted to bomb 
banks and government 
buildings. A Chicago riot 
that Ayers was involved 
in knows as the “Days 
of Rage” in 1969 led to 
$183,000 in taxpayer 
costs. 

Hiring terrorist profes-
sors has financial impli-
cations for universities 
as well. A University of 
Illinois donor, Chicago 
businessman Richard 
Hill, has said he will hold 
back on $4.5 million in 
funds if Kilgore teaches. 

Allowing terrorists to 
teach in state schools 
is also morally wrong. 
Part of the funding for 
these universities comes 
from taxpayer funds. In 

essence, Illinois citizens 
are forced to pay money 
to a convicted murderer 
whether they want to or 
not. 

State Rep. Charlie 
Meier has introduced a 
bill, House Bill 150, into 
the Illinois Legislature 
that would make it ille-
gal for anyone who has 
been convicted of terror-
ism to teach at colleges or 
universities that receive 
taxpayer funds. Who 
thought that this would 
ever need to be a law? 

Regardless of whether 
or not these men are ed-
ucated in their fields, it 
is hard for me to imagine 
that there isn’t anyone 
out there that is just as 
qualified to teach their 
courses. By hiring ter-
rorists, the university 
is spitting in the face of 
every taxpaying citizen 
in Illinois and they are, 
after all, their largest do-
nors. I can only hope that 
this problem remains 
contained in Illinois and 
does not make its way to 
Iowa or other universi-
ties.

Michael Korobov
michael-korobov@uiowa.edu

Soft on terrorist education

More military spending needed
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team will prepare for Michigan. 
“Think about where we’d be. Ev-
erybody would be jubilation; we’re 
in first place and all that. But got 
to go to work, got to play at Mich-
igan on Thursday. We’ve got to get 
better at this, and this, and this. 
That’s what we do.”

Luckily for Iowa, it seems the 
worst is out of the way.

In in the Hawkeyes’ first 
eight Big Ten games — they 
played Ohio State and Wiscon-

sin twice — opponents com-
bined for a 130-47 record.

In the remaining 10 games, Io-
wa’s opponents have a combined 
record of 117-82, about the differ-
ence of playing a team with a .734 
winning percentage, then playing 
a team with a .587 winning per-
centage.

“Just understanding that we 
still are at the cutoff point of the 
season, so we have another half 
to go,” center Gabe Olaseni said. 
“Hopefully, it’ll be better than 
what it is right now.”

So the Hawks moves on to 
Michigan today, because as they 
have learned from this season 

and last season, there’s no use in 
looking back.

Because just as quickly as Io-
wa’s fortunes turned into misfor-
tune two weeks ago, the Hawkeyes 
hope, and understand, that it can 
turn around just as fast.

“We’re still a good team,” Olase-
ni said. “I’m going to keep say-
ing that: We’re still a good team. 
We’re very talented, experienced, 
and we’ve lost to some very good 
teams. We have to understand 
that we have 10 games left.”

 
Follow @JacobSheyko on Twitter 

for updates, news, and analysis about 
the Iowa men’s basketball team.

worry about stopping 
everybody else and see 
if one person can stop 
you,” Bluder said. “I’m 
kind of in the middle of 
both those theories. I 
want to concentrate on 
her but stop the rest.”

That’s where things 
will get dicey, and she 
knows it.

“With this team,” she 

said. “It’s really focusing 
on two players.”

Junior guard Ameryst 
Alston comes in at 20.6 
points per game, which 
gives the Buckeyes the 
only pair of teammates 
scoring more than 20 
points in the country.

“We know Ohio State 
is a really great team. 
They have two really 
good guards,” Hawk-
eye Melissa Dixon said. 
“They’re the majority of 
their team’s scoring, so 
it’s important to know 

where they are at all 
times and not let them 
go off.”

If the Hawkeyes can 
adequately check those 
guards, Dixon and the 
offense appear to have 
as favorable of a match-
up as they could hope 
for. The Buckeyes come 
to Iowa City surrender-
ing the most points in 
the conference, and they 
reside in the bottom four 
in 3-point defense.

The Iowa offense, on 
the other hand, has the 

third-highest scoring 
offense and is the best 
3-point shooting team in 
the conference.

The matchup doesn’t 
project to be a struggle 
offensively; whether Io-
wa can avoid its first 
losing streak of the sea-
son will hinge on the 
defense’s ability to play 
better than it has.

The Hawkeyes don’t 
sport much better num-

bers than the Buckeyes, 
if either team has any 
advantage at all. Iowa 
is 13th to Ohio State’s 
14th scoring defense 
and is significantly be-
low Ohio State in field-
goal percentage defense.

Bluder said the team 
would have something 
dialed up to put pres-
sure on Mitchell and 
Alston, but she didn’tre-
veal any secrets.

“Mitchell and Alston 
are a big part of their 
offensive game,” center 
Bethany Doolittle said. 
“It’s just going to be 
our focus to limit their 
touches and limit their 
scoring.”

Follow @KyleFMann 
on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa women’s 
basketball team.
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Player to watch
Junior Guard
Mike Gesell

(7.9 points per game, 2.9 
assists per game, 45.6 percent 

shooting in conference play)

Freshman Guard
Muhammad-Ali Abdur-
Rahkman
 (12 points per game, 3 rebounds 
per game, 57.6 percent 
shooting in last three games)

Number to know
Team turnovers in 

conference play — 81 
(second in the Big Ten)

Conference opponents’ points 
per game — 61.4 (second in 
the Big Ten)

Last result74-63 loss to Wisconsin 76-66 OT loss to Michigan State

No. 58, its lowest since 
2009, when Iowa ranked 
63rd. Even more, Iowa’s 
only four-star recruit (ac-
cording to Rivals.com) is 
offensive lineman James 
Daniels.

To his credit, howev-
er, recruiting ratings 
are merely educated es-
timates, and as former 
Wisconsin defender and 
2014 NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year J.J. 
Watt reminded his Twit-
ter followers Wednesday, 
he was a two-star re-
cruit coming out of high 
school.

That’s not to say, by 
any means, Iowa has a 
J.J. Watt in this class, 
but no one can predict 
the future.

Happy to be in Texas
This season, Iowa dou-

bled its number of schol-
arship athletes from 
Texas. Last year, Iowa 
signed kicker Mick El-
lis and defensive back 
Josh Jackson. This year, 
wide-receiver coach 
Bobby Kennedy and 
linebacker coach LeVar 
Woods — who take on 
the brunt of the recruit-
ing in Texas — increased 
that haul

The Hawkeyes signed 
two-star linebacker Jus-
tin Jinning in addition 
to three-star wide receiv-

ers Emmanuel Ogwo and 
Jerminic Smith, along 
with linebacker Angelo 
Garbutt.

“Every time I go down 
there, I think it becomes 
more obvious to me we’d 
be foolish not to, because 
it seems like there’s a 
new high school in a 
neighborhood every time 
you go down there,” Fer-
entz said. “… But with 
that, the football has 
always been good there, 
the coaching is outstand-
ing.”

New facility has early 
impact

With Iowa’s new Foot-
ball Operations Center 
officially in use, Ferentz 
said the Hawkeyes are 
seeing positive results.

The team held a visit 
day for roughly 60 high-
school juniors and their 
families in January that 
was, by Ferentz’s ac-
count, widely successful 
with the help of the new 
building, which Iowa be-
gan using toward the end 
of last season.

“There wasn’t a pros-
pect or a parent that I 
visited with that didn’t 
comment about the fa-
cility,” Ferentz said. “But 
that’s really affected me 
just how important it’s 
going to be for us, be-
cause I think everybody 
was polite before; they 
didn’t mention anything 
and say anything; they 
were just polite about it, 
but just the overwhelm-

ing feedback that we got 
a couple Sundays ago, it 
does make a difference, 
and it’s something peo-
ple take note of.”

Potential changes
Ferentz didn’t spend 

all of Wednesday an-
swering questions about 
recruits. He also an-
swered a few questions 
about his coaching staff 
next season and, you 
guessed it, quarter-
backs.

Ferentz said now that 
recruiting slows down, 
he’ll take time to eval-
uate his staff more in-
depth. He didn’t say 
there are going to be 
changes but did say it’s 
a possibility. 

The head coach said he 
doesn’t expect any faces 
to change on the staff, 
but did say, “there might 
be changes in seats.”

As for quarterbacks, 
he’s expecting both 
Jake Rudock and C.J. 
Beathard to be around 
in 2015.

“[Beathard and I have] 
had conversations,” Fer-
entz said. “He’s back 
here training, working 
out. He’s got a great at-
titude, but at the same 
time, too, I’m realistic 
about it and realize any-
thing is possible. We’ll 
just have to wait and see 
how it plays out, but he’s 
been working and work-
ing hard.”

And Rudock?
“Yep, same deal, yep.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10A

“We got a 10-minute 
mental toughness book 
that Tom also gave Nick 
Moore, and we’ve both 
been skimming it,” Dz-
iewa said. “I got a couple 
others. Titles aren’t re-
ally what I’m looking at. 
I’m really just opening 
them up and looking at 
the passages.”

One passage that’s re-

ally stuck with Dziewa 
was, “Focus on the pro-
cess, not the result” — 
which is fitting, if only 
because he said if he 
does the process is done 
right, the result will take 
care of itself.

The ultimate result is 
leaving the program with 
a national championship, 
but before then, Dziewa 
wouldn’t mind building 
on wins in order to better 
position himself for a pos-
sible title run in St. Louis.

“You know, what’s funny 

is I feel like I’ve been put-
ting the work in the whole 
time, but it’s not translat-
ing,” Dziewa said. “Why 
isn’t translating? Because 
you actually have to do it. 
Just because you work hard 
in the room doesn’t mean 
it’s going to happen out 
there. You have seven min-
utes to work hard out there.

“If not now, when?”

Follow @codygoodwin 
on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa wrestling team.

WRESTLING
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Iowa 141-pounder Josh Dziewa slides away from Minnesota’s Nick Dardanes during the Iowa-Minnesota dual in Wil-
liams Arena on Jan. 30. The Hawkeyes defeated the Golden Gophers, 23-12. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)



• Iowa City Darwin Day, “Why Doctors Need Darwin,” 
Marlene Zuk, noon, E331 General Hospital, and Sean 
Carroll, title TBA, 4 p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber
• Pharmacology Graduate Student Workshop, 
“Differential Control of the Metabolic and Cardiovascu-
lar Sympathetic Effects of Leptin by the Hypothalamic 
Arcuate Nucleus,” 12:30 p.m., Balyssa Bell, Bowen Spivey 
Auditorium
• Chemistry Lecture, “What Do We Really Know about 
Nanoparticle Stability?,” Amanda Haes, 12:30 p.m., C29 
Pomerantz Center, 
• Matilda 3 p.m., FilmScene 118 E. College
• “The Will to Adorn,” Diana Baird N’Diaye, 7 p.m., 304 EPB

• Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very 
Bad Day, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU 
• Dracula Untold 8 & 11 p.m., IMU
• Good Kids, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Theater Building 
Thayer Theater
• Writers’ Workshop Reading, Karla Kelsey, poetry, 8 
p.m., Dey House Frank Conroy Reading Room 

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, February 5, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t mess with people who can influence 
your future. Do whatever it takes to get along without compromising 
your integrity. Listen attentively to others. Being accommodating will 
help you get what you want in the end. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Get ready to make a crucial move that will 
help you establish your direction and your position. Forget about what 
has happened in the past, and remain focused on what you want. It’s up 
to you to improve your life. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Listen to what others have to say. Ignoring 
good advice will result in a mistake that you’ll regret. Anger and aggres-
sion will not solve problems, but practical solutions will. Be the bigger 
person, and you will make a difference. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Partnerships will take on a new direction. 
Observe what others do and say; you will be able to make wise deci-
sions. Traditional means and methods are not always the best route. 
Consider every angle, and proceed with confidence. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Money will come from an unusual source. The 
decisions you make regarding finances, health, and legal matters are 
best based on facts and figures. A past partner will try to influence you. 
Be strong, and do what’s best for you. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t let your heart rule your head. You will 
be set back by comments and criticism. You’ll have to decide whether 
what is said is constructive or meddling. An outsider is likely to see your 
situation much clearer than you do. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take the path that is free of conflict. Prob-
lems at work will arise if you have been mixing business with pleasure. 
You are best to make adjustments to a relationship that is crossing 
boundaries and could make you look bad. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t believe everything you hear. Listen-
ing to someone’s boasting may be intriguing, but it will not benefit you 
in the end. Focus on your own ideas and plans; you will make progress. 
Romance will improve your day. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): All eyes will be on you. Keep a low 
profile, and don’t make promises you cannot deliver. Emotional prob-
lems will escalate if you aren’t honest about the way you feel. Protect 
your emotional and physical well-being. Use your head. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Go after your dreams, hopes, and wish-
es. Love and romance are elevated, and a commitment can be made. 
The more you do to please someone you care about, the easier it will be 
to get your way. An agreement will pay off. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Sort through your possessions, and get 
rid of what’s no longer relevant. Selling unwanted items will bring in a 
little extra cash, giving you incentive to purge more and spend less in 
the future. Positive change is heading your way. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Observe what everyone around you is do-
ing before you make a move. Someone you least expect will set you up 
for a fall. Don’t let anyone take you for granted. Embrace the changes 
that are necessary and inevitable.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m. Midnight Into the Void

Re-examining a 
Few Well-Known 

Sayings:
 • “A bird in the hand is 

worth two in the bush.” Ac-
tually, a bird in the hand is 
worth $15,000, or my name 

isn’t F. Scott. Paystoomuchfor-
birds III Esq.

• “Be careful what you wish 
for, because you just might 

get it.” Also, be careful what 
you fish for because you just 
might net it. Also, be careful 

what daily humor column you 
write, because you might just 
turn into a punnier version of 

your father.
• “If it walks like a duck and 
talks like a duck, chances are 
it’s a duck.” And if it’s not a 

duck, it needs both speech and 
physical therapy suggestions.
• “The enemy of my enemy is 
my friend.” So, if I’m “my own 
worst enemy,” then the enemy 

of my enemy is me, which 
means that I’m both my own 
friend and own worst enemy, 

and that sounds like a conflict 
of interests, quite frankly.

• “Give a man a fish, he eats 
for a day. Teach a man to fish, 

he eats for a lifetime.”  And 
give a tree $1, you’ve wasted 
a wasted $1. But teach a tree 
to make dollars, you’ve creat-
ed a sentient tree and steady 

revenue stream.
• “Smile, and the world 
smiles with you.” Mostly 

because they’re afraid you’re 
insane and might go off at 
any second — but still, at 
least everyone’s smiling.

Andrew R. Juhl fishes for birds like 
a duck.

‘… this, well, it’s not a bacon festival. It’s a Bacon Happening.’
— Blue Ribbon Bacon Festival official Marshall Porter. See Page 1B.
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By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

Sometimes, when he needs to clear 
his head and remind himself of what’s 
important, Josh Dziewa will turn off 
his TV and lie in his bed. Once there, 
he closes his eyes and pictures him-
self wrestling hard for seven whole 
minutes.

“A lot of guys are like, you know, 
imagine yourself getting your hand 
raised,” Dziewa said. “But that’s not 
enough. You have imagine yourself 
getting in on a single, picking your 
head up across his body, taking him 
down, putting him down, and turning 
him for the fall.

“The process — that’s what gets 
your hand raised.”

Dziewa, as well as Iowa wrestling 
coach Tom Brands, would like to see 
his hand raised more, of course. Flow-
restling ranks him at sixth nationally 
at 141 pounds, and he’s 18-5 overall. 
Of those 18 wins, 10 have come in bo-
nus-point fashion.

More recently, though, Dziewa, a 
native of Yardley, Pennsylvania, has 
struggled to the tune of a 6-5 mark in 
his last 11 matches, a stretch that be-
gan with a loss in the quarterfinals of 
the Midlands Championships in late 
December.

In those 11 matches, he’s averaged 
just 3.4 points per match — a dras-
tic step down from the 9.5 average he 
scored in his first 12 matches of the 
season, all of which were wins, includ-
ing four by fall.

Those numbers show Dziewa’s capa-
bility of being an All-American threat 
come March, but Brands would rath-
er see that aggressiveness all year. 
During this 11-match slump, Brands 

has harped on Dziewa about “letting 
it fly” while on the mat.

“He’s got a lot of ability to do things 
that we really haven’t seen yet. I 
think you know what I mean by that. 
He’s got offense. It’s just a matter of 
believing it,” Brands said. “You can go 
back and count the number of times 
he’s executed his offense, going to the 
legs, those types of things and misdi-
rection and combination-type stuff. It 
would be in the tens of thousands of 
times.

“So now it’s just time to let it fly. 
He’s a senior. What are we waiting 
for? Let’s do it.”

That’s a fact that’s very apparent to 

Dziewa. On numerous occasions this 
season, he’s made it known how many 
days, exactly, he has left in the pro-
gram — that number, as of this writ-
ing, is 43; the NCAA championship, 
should Dziewa get there, will begin on 
March 19.

But Dziewa would rather solidify 
his spot at the national tournament, 
and possibly be seeded, which means 
he needs to start picking up the pace 
in his matches. To do that, he said, 
he’s read some books recommended 
to him by both Brands and associate 
head coach Terry Brands.

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Kirk Ferentz apologized for his 
tardiness as he got settled behind 
the microphone at the Feller Club 
Room in Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 
Before he got into the specifics of 
his latest class of recruits — all 21 
of whom are either enrolled at Iowa 
or signed national letters of intent 
Wednesday — he assured the me-
dia he wasn’t trying to add any dra-
matics in “any way, 
shape, or form.”

Of course, that’s 
not to say Wednes-
day, college football’s 
national signing day 
didn’t come without 
any drama. Early in 
the morning, three-
star running back 
Karan Higdon flipped 
his commitment from Iowa to Mich-
igan, then the Hawkeyes picked up 
two-star running back Eric Graham 
from Prattville, Alabama.

Despite the late change, Fer-
entz said he’s “enthused” with his 
class, saying he’s happy with his 
staff ’s performance throughout 
the process.

“The whole group from our van-
tage point is a very quality group,” 
Ferentz said about the recruits. 
“We’re very impressed with each 
and every one of the players who 
have chosen to join us … and just, 
again, very, very pleased.” 

But Ferentz’s sentiments may not 
mirror those of the Iowa fan base — 
this class has come under some crit-
icism. Rivals has the crop ranked 
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Not down, not out

SEE  WOMEN’S, 5A

Iowa forward Aaron White drives for a lay-up against Ohio State center Amir Williams in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 17. The Hawkeyes defeated the Buckeyes, 76-67. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

In the span of 11 days, Iowa went from being ranked for 
the first time this season to being unranked with three-
straight losses.

One could think that Iowa’s recent three-game skid 
would have taken a toll on the Hawkeyes, that maybe they 
have begun to look at the games ahead as “must wins.” 
And that maybe the last two weeks hasn’t exactly been the 
most fun, given the circumstances.

One could think.
“It’s not tough at all,” Aaron White said following Iowa’s 

74-63 loss to No. 5 Wisconsin. “This is a lot of fun to me. I 
love doing this. I love practicing, prepping for each game 
… You got to love what you’re doing, I definitely do. We’ll 
be ready for Michigan on Thursday.”

In retrospect, that may be what one should have ex-
pected from Iowa’s captain, particularly one who suffered 
through last year’s collapse at the end of the season, a 
collapse that resulted in Iowa’s dropping seven of its last 
eight games.

  White said that he’s learned from that. He’s learned to 
enjoy the process, no matter how hard that may be, and 
to love that he wakes up every day and gets to play bas-
ketball.

He’s also learned what not to do in low-points of a season.

“Last year, I can admit, I got a little down,” he said. 
“I was sick of losing. I maybe had the wrong attitude in 
terms of wanting to win so bad instead of enjoying what 
we’re doing, preparing that way.

“You can’t start thinking, ‘We need the next five, because 
we lost the last three, or we need the next two.’ It’s noth-
ing like that. It’s one game at a time. Enjoy the process.”

Some perspective is needed for Iowa’s three-game skid 
as well.

Dropping from tied for first in the Big Ten to the middle 
of the pack is never ideal. However, it likely stings a little 
less when two of the losses occur at the hands of one of the 
top-five teams in the nation (Wisconsin) and the other one 
on the road to a team with a 14-8 record (Purdue).

“No different, quite honestly, than if we had won these 
three games in a row,” head coach Fran McCaffery said on how the 

Josh Dziewa letting it fly

Ferentz
head coach

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

Big Ten second-place Iowa wom-
en’s basketball is scheduled to host 
Ohio State tonight with an oppor-
tunity to distance itself from the 
rest of the pack in the Big Ten.

Iowa (17-4, 8-2 Big Ten) all but 
bid farewell to a first-place finish 
with a loss to Maryland over this 
past weekend, but it is solidly in 
second place with a one-game ad-
vantage over Nebraska, Rutgers, 
and Ohio State, which stand at 7-3 
in the conference.

A win tonight would be the ideal 
start to the home stretch of the reg-
ular season.

“This game kind of separates you a 
little bit more from at least one per-
son,” head coach Lisa Bluder said. 
“And we play them twice, so we really 
need to get the home-court victory.”

It won’t come easily, however; the 
Buckeyes boast the second-highest 
scoring offense in the Big Ten, led 
by the most electric scoring duo 
in the NCAA. Freshman phenom 
guard Kelsey Mitchell is leading 
the nation at 26 points per game.

“There are two theories on that: 
You can worry about her, or you can 

Hawks 
brace for 
Buckeyes

Iowa’s recent three-game skid doesn’t have anyone worried about its future play.

Iowa at Michigan 
When: Today, 6 p.m.

Where: Crisler Center, Ann Arbor
Watch: ESPN, ESPN 3

SEE MEN’S, 5A

Ohio State’s Kelsey Mitchell 
will lead the Buckeyes as 
they face Iowa today.

Ferentz 
praises 
recruits

SEE FOOTBALL, 5A

Iowa women’s basketball 
vs. Ohio State 
When: Today, 7 p.m.

Where: Carver-Hawkeye 
Watch: Big Ten Network Plus

Iowa 141-pounder Josh Dziewa takes down Northwestern’s Jameson Oster in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 23. The 
Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 38-3. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing) 

          IOWA FOOTBALL
NATIONAL SIGNING DAY 2015

SEE WRESTLING, 5A



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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weekend events
Today 2.5

Friday 2.6

Saturday 2.7

Sunday 2.8

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Song of the Sea
This hand-drawn children’s film 
is nominated for Best Animated 
Film at this year’s Academy 
Awards; it tells the story of 
Saoirse, the last in a mystical 
group of Celtic women who can 
transform into seals..
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Paper with memories 
By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

In an increasingly dig-
ital world, paper is often 
regarded as obsolete or 
trivial, from books and 
newspapers to grocery 
bags and plates.

But imagine a sheet of 
paper whose components 
are personal and mean-
ingful, infused with the 
murky, complicated reso-
nance of a tour of military 
service in a faraway land.

This is the dream Iraqi 
War veteran Drew Cam-
eron endeavors to build 
on every day.

Cameron directs, and 
is a cofounder of, a se-
ries of free papermaking 
workshops held across 
the country called Com-
bat Paper. The Iowa City 
Public Library, 123 S. 
Linn St., will host one of 
these workshops from 5 to 
8 p.m. today. The event is 
part of Hancher’s “Worth 
Fighting For” event series 
exploring the effect of war.

Combat Paper guides 
veterans from any era 
on how to turn their old 
military uniforms into 
pulped material and then 
into handmade sheets of 
paper. Often, the paper 
is also overlaid with var-
ious colored dyes and silk-
screen images.

Cameron said numer-
ous uniforms will some-
times be used for the 
same sheet of paper. For 
instance, a grandfather, 
father, and son may 
combine their service 
uniforms into a single 
sheet of freshly pulped 
familial history. Those 
uniforms will have trav-
eled across continents 
during their owners’ 
tours of duty, becoming 

“points from which we 
tell stories.”

“The physical geog-
raphy of the fibers [we 
create] is impressive,” he 
said. “A quarter of a mil-
lion miles in a sheet of 
paper, that’s really inter-
esting to me.” 

Jesse Albrecht, an Iraq 
veteran and artist who 
helps run the workshops, 
said the uniforms help 
“facilitate a stroll down 
memory lane.”

Combat Paper began 
in 2007, when Cameron 
decided to turn his own 
uniform into paper while 
rediscovering his child-
hood love for the art form, 
instilled by his father. His 
experiment fueled a trip 
across the nation, during 
which he gave away the 
paper to veterans.

The gesture went over 
so well his trunk was soon 
full of uniforms donated 
by veterans nationwide 
for Cameron’s paper mill.

“The act of deconstruct-
ing [the uniform] you’re 
issued, with its mix of 
positive and negative ex-
periences, and then recon-
structing it and making 
something new is power-
ful,” Albrecht said.

Making paper is a 

simple discipline, but 
Cameron said the intro-
spection inherent to the 
process is important to 
the workshops.

“You come in and 
make paper, and maybe 
it opens up some doors 
for you … it turns peo-
ple on to art, and may-
be they start painting 
and stop having night-
mares,” Cameron said, 
noting that this method 
is as valuable for civil-
ians as it is for veterans.

Since 2007, Combat 
Paper has led more 
than 100 workshops 
across 29 states and six 
countries.

“The great tragedy 
of my work is I’ll nev-
er run out of uniforms,” 
Cameron said. “We 
need more people [pulp-
ing uniforms] … the ur-
gency around this work 
has yet to lessen.”

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Harvest Blush 
Fruit Wine

Eastern Iowa boasts a collection 
of delicious and successful craft 
breweries, but it’s time our wineries 
got a little love. Cedar Ridge 
Vineyards lies just outside Iowa City 
in Swisher, and many of its wines — 
including the Harvest Blush — are 
available for as little as $8.99 at 
local vendors such as Bread Garden 
Market.
 
THE TASTE: Harvest Blush is the 
perfect “pink” wine if, like me, you 
are more of a white-wine drinker. It is 
made from a mix of Concord grapes 
and apple wine, tasting more like a 
sweet grape juice than a full-fledged 
adult beverage. Make sure to pour it 
into a wine glass to feel like a grownup.
 
ADVICE: Take a trip to Swisher to 
visit Cedar Ridge Winery, as long as 
the roads stay clear (that was a joke). 
Enjoy a fresh glass of its wine, whiskey, 
spirits, or fruit liqueur with a pizza 
or prime-rib dinner. Cedar Ridge also 
hosts live concerts at 6 p.m. Fridays if 
you’re up for dinner and a show.

MUSIC
• Tim Sparks, 8 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 1301 Fifth St.
• Scott Barnum Trio, 8 p.m., 
Clinton Street Social Club, 
18 1/2 S. Clinton
• Future Death and BLX-
PLTN, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 
E. Washington
• SOULSHAKE, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., River-
side Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Good Kids, Mainstage Series, 
8 p.m., Theater Building Thay-
er Theater 
Theater B

WORDS
• Darwin Day, “Why Doctors 

Need Darwin,” Marlene Zuk, 
noon, E331 UIHC General 
Hospital
• Darwin Day, Sean Carroll lec-
ture, 4 p.m., Old Capitol Senate 
Chamber
• “The Will to Adorn,” Diana 
Baird N’Diaye,” 7 p.m., 304 
EPB

ART
• “Combat Paper in a Time of 
War,” 5 p.m., Iowa City Public 
Library Meeting Room A, 123 
S. Linn

 FILM
• Matilda, 3 p.m., FilmScene, 
118 E. College
• Oscar Shorts, Animated, 5:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• Foxcatcher, 7:30 p.m., 
FilmScene

MUSIC
• Leon J and Brian James 
Hill, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
• 12th-Annual Bob Marley 
Birthday Bash, with Natty 
Nation, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club, 13 S. Linn

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert
• Good Kids, Mainstage 
Series, 8 p.m., Thayer 
Theater

 WORDS
• Darwin Day, “Rapid Evo-
lution in Silence: Adaptive 
Signal Loss in the Pacific 

Field Cricket,” Marlene 
Zuk, 3 p.m., 101 Biology 
Building East
• Darwin Day, “Gene 
Co-Option and the Evo-
lution of Novelty,” Sean 
Carroll, 4:15, 101 Biology 
Building East

ART
• First Friday: Surrounded 
by Art, 5 p.m., FilmScene, 
118 E. College 

FILM
• Foxcatcher, 3:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts, Live Ac-
tion, 6:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts, Animated, 

MUSIC
• Saturday Night Music, Red 
Rock Hill, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 
730 S. Dubuque 
• Kronos Quartet, 7:30 p.m., 
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Evergreen Grass Band with 
Smokin’ Joe Scarpellino, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club
• Prof, with St. Paul Slim and 
AWTHNTKTS, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., River-
side Theater
• Good Kids, Mainstage Series, 
8 p.m., Thayer Theater
 
WORDS
• Darwin Day: “Paleofan-
tasy: What Evolution Tells 
Us About Modern Life,” 
Marlene Zuk, 10:45 a.m., 

Macbride Auditorium 
• Darwin Day, “The Origin of 
Species: The Making of a The-
ory,” Sean Carroll, 11:30 a.m., 
Macbride Auditorium

FILM
• Song of the Sea, 10 a.m., 
FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts, Animated, 
12:15 p.m., FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts - Live Action, 
2:30 & 8:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Foxcatcher, 5:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Velvet Goldmine, Bijou After 
Hours, 11 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Darwin Day Celebration, 
12:30 p.m., Museum of Natural 
History Hageboeck Hall of 
Birds 

MUSIC
• “Little House” Stories and 
Songs, 2 p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Jim Dreier Jazz Recital, 
3 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
• Dave Mason, 7 p.m., Englert
• UI Horn Choir Recital, 7:30 
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Alex Culbreth, 9 p.m., 
Gabe’s

FILM
• Oscar Shorts, Animated, 

noon, FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts, Documen-
tary, 2 p.m., FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts, Live Ac-
tion, 5:15 p.m., FilmScene
• Foxcatcher, 7:45 p.m., 
FilmScene
 
THEATER
• Good Kids, Mainstage 
Series, 2 p.m., Thayer 
Theater
• Lucky Me, 2 p.m., River-
side Theater

By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

The velvety echo of a 
violin and the thunder of 
a bomb. The mellow tune 
of a cello and the shrill of 
a missile. Though usually 
perceived as contrasting 
media, these sounds come 
together in a union of calm 
and clamor, film, and mu-
sic, to illustrate the story 
of a war long over.

In a new multime-
dia performance, the 
award-winning Kronos 
Quartet worked with 
composer Aleksandra Vre-
balov, visual artist Drew 
Cameron, and filmmaker 
Bill Morrison, to commem-
orate the centennial of the 
outbreak of World War I in 
Beyond Zero: 1914-1918.

“[Vrebalov] is from Ser-
bia, where World War I 
actually began,” Kronos 
violinist David Harrington 
said. “And it just seemed 
to me she could provide 
some sort of musical im-
petus that nobody else I 
know could. Then she and 
Morrison went to the Na-
tional Archives and vari-
ous World War I archives 
around Europe, and he 
made a film to the music 
that Aleksandra wrote.” 

Presented by Hancher, 
the ensemble will perform 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday in 
the Englert Theater, 221 
E. Washington St.

The Kronos Quartet 
consists of Harrington 

and John Sherba on vio-
lin, Hank Dutt on viola, 
and Sunny Yang on cello. 
Combined with an innate 
curiosity, the members re-
ally wanted to tell a story, 
Harrington said.

“A lot of the music that 
Kronos played, especially 
in the very earliest years 
of our work … was writ-
ten by composers who 
were very active during 
that time period,” he said. 
“If you think of so ma-
ny aspects of music that 
have influenced Kronos, it 
seemed to be like a really 
good occasion to reinves-
tigate some of the music 
that has been very influ-
ential on our work.”

While this is not the first 
time Kronos has performed 
with film, Harrington said 
Beyond Zero provided 
them with an opportunity 
to work with 100-year-old 
archival footage that was 
deteriorating and dis-
tressed, yet full of life.

“What were trying to do 
is give people a sense of 
what happened and that 
there was this incredible 
thing going on that few 
of know much about,” he 
said. “I’m not sure any-
body can do justice to the 
fact that so many millions 
of young people died in 
that war. What we can try 
to do is create an experi-
ence that will give people 
a sense of that and may-
be there is a way we can 
avoid it in the future.”

Harrington said that 
Iowa City is one of the 
quartet’s favorite places to 
perform, calling it “the San 
Francisco of the Midwest.” 
Between 1988 and 2002, 
Kronos performed 15 
times in Hancher seasons. 

Hancher Marketing Di-
rector Rob Cline said he is 
delighted to welcome the 
group back.

“They are an amazing 
and adventuresome en-
semble,” he said. “Their 
musicianship is impeccable, 
and their desire to try new 
things seems boundless.”

Hancher Programming 
Director Jacob Yarrow said 
that when booking per-
formers, he looks for those 
who can inspire audiences 
— a qualification he said 
Kronos Quartet fulfills.

“The performance will 
be moving and power-
ful,” he said. “The music 
and film create a visceral 
experience that will pull 
artists and audiences to-
gether and connect us to 
one of the defining events 
of world history.”

Beyond zero music

Jupiter Ascending
Channing Tatum, Mila Kunis, 
and Eddie Redmayne star in 
this sci-fi epic, which follows 
a Chicago-born cleaning lady 
destined to save the Earth from 
imminent attack by a geneti-
cally engineered intergalactic 
hunter.

The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out 

of Water
In his second cinematic expe-
rience since 2004, SpongeBob 
SquarePants and the gang will 
traverse from Bikini Bottom to 
land — and from two-dimension-
al animation to computer-gen-
erated 3D.

Maryland guard Laurin Mincy drives to the basket as Iowa center Bethany Doolittle 
attempts to block her during the first half of the Maryland-Iowa game Sunday in 
College Park. (Associated Press/Gail Burton)

MUSIC & FILM

Kronos Quartet 
with Beyond Zero: 

1914-1918
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7

Where: Englert Theater, 221 E. 
Washington

Admission: $10 to $37

PAPER-MAKING

Combat Paper 
Workshop

When: 5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 5
Where: Iowa City Public Library, 

123 S. Linn
Admission: Free

Come find us on 
Instagram!

@daily_iowan
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BACON
CONTINUED FROM 1B

An inflatable piece of bacon towers over the Bacon Fellowship Hall during the eighth-an-
nual Blue Ribbon BaconFest in the Iowa Event Center in Des Moines on Jan. 31. The 
BaconFest had everything from food wrapped in bacon to a bacon-eating contest to 
“wrestling.” (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW
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By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

“What sound does a rain-
bow make?” 

This rather unconven-
tional question is one Aaron 
Stinson said his band, the 
Michigan-based Joe Hertler 
and the Rainbow Seekers, 
grapple with every day.

“A rainbow makes imag-
ination sound,” Stinson 
said. “Sound that is burst-
ing with color but slath-
ered with stank; sound 
that lets the mind wander 
and sets the body free. Our 
genre is somewhere out 
there, drifting among the 
flotsam. If you can find it, 
please let us know.”

At 9 p.m. Saturday, the 
indie-pop band Joe Hertler 
and the Rainbow Seekers 
will play at the Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington St. 

The group will promote 
its upcoming album, Terra 
Incognita, which will be re-
leased on Feb. 17 through 
Bad Mascot Records. Drum-
mer Rick Hale said the re-
cord has been his favorite 
project thus far.

“We learned a lot about 
ourselves and each oth-

er in writing that music, 
and I think it will remain 
a formative experience for 
all of us for the rest of our 
lives,” he said.

Many of the Rainbow 
Seekers have side projects 
as well, including frontman, 
Amish excommunicate, and 
Iowa City local Joe Hertler.

“I’m always tinkering 
with other creative projects, 
just as the rest of the band 
does,” he said. “It serves 
as a nice break from song-
writing. I spend a good bit 
of time producing weird 
dance music, but mainly, 
I just love collecting and 
organizing techno, house, 
and drum ’n’ bass.

“I dabble a bit in writing, 
too — [I] made a kids’ book to 
release with our record, and 
I’m currently working on 
some horror stories to be pre-
sented as children’s books. 
Being creative is all about 
fostering those connective 
synapses, and it seems that 
even totally polarized me-
dia will feed into each oth-
er … It’s pretty cool how it 
works. Brains are weird.”

The band has fed its love 
of meeting new people and 
experiencing new places on 

its present tour, which in-
cludes stops in the Midwest, 
Northwest, and Southwest. 

“I honestly just hope that 
[audiences] walk away feel-
ing a bit more connected to 
something than before the 
show,” Hertler said. “Music 
is about connecting, both 
through the sounds and 
emotion, but even more 
so with other people. … 
We’ve been doing this for 
four years or so and every 
now and then, someone 
comes up and says to me, 
‘We met at your show X 
years back, and our wed-
ding is in two months.’ 

“Music brings people to-
gether. Seriously, that is 
its ancient role in society. 
Those are the moments 
where you go, ‘Oh yeah, 
that’s why I do this …’ ”

Music from the heart
of the rainbow

MUSIC
Joe Hertler and the Rainbow 
Seekers
Where: Mill, 120 E. Burlington
When: 9 p.m. Saturday
Admission: $8, 19 or older after 
10 p.m.
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Celebrating Darwin
By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

150 years ago, germs 
were still a new concept and 
the planet Neptune had on-
ly recently been spotted by 
astronomers. But Charles 
Darwin's The Origin of Spe-
cies, published in 1859, has 
stood the tread of time.

Darwin Day is celebrat-
ed globally to honor the 
influence of his findings on 
modern science. From today 
through Saturday, the Iowa 
City and University of Io-
wa communities will wel-
come scientists and speak-
ers to honor Darwin Day.

“A common reaction to 
reading the Origin of Spe-
cies is amazement and awe 
at how many things Darwin 
got right,” said Maurine 
Neiman, an evolutionary 
biologist and the president 
of Iowa City Darwin Day 
since 2010. “[He] figured 
out an incredible amount 
about evolution in the ab-
sence of modern genetics.” 

Though Darwin has a 
clear connection to biolo-
gy, events have also been 
geared toward other sci-
ences and the community 
at large. In past years, 

the event has hosted po-
et Sarah Lindsay and 
rapper Baba Brinkman, 
both of whom had works 
in their respective field 
centered on evolution.

“Evolutionary science is 
not just biology,” Neiman 
said. “We’ve been trying 
to make what we do about 
more than the biology of 
evolution. We want to en-
gage across all sorts of dis-
ciplines to show the signif-
icance of evolution.”

Guests will include Mar-
lene Zuk, a behavior ecolo-
gist and evolutionary biolo-
gist who recently published 
the book Paleofantasy, and 
Sean Carroll, an evolution-
ary biologist and author of 
Brave Genius. Both speak-
ers will be in Iowa City for 
three days to participate 
in talks and panels.

“There are a lot of offer-
ings [at Darwin’s Day]. I 
want to bring a better ap-
preciation of who the peo-
ple were who came up with 
these ideas,” Carroll said. “I 
think most people have the 
stereotypical idea of Darwin 
as a gray-bearded elderly 
man who sort of looked like 
Karl Marx. [But] he was a 
22-year-old man when he 

boarded the Beagle in what 
turned out to be a five-year 
voyage around the world. 
I think it’s much easier for 
younger people to relate to 
the 22-year-old Darwin than 
the 72-year-old Darwin. He 
went out, and he saw things 
that people hadn’t seen and 
thought things that people 
hadn’t thought.”

Though science has come 
a long way since 1859, Zuk 
said Darwin Day is still an 
event worth celebrating.

“Sometimes people 
think scientists believe 
Darwin’s original theories 
are absolute truth, but as 
with other sciences, we’ve 
gained more information 
since he developed his 
ideas,” Zuk said. “Still, his 
theories about evolution 
via natural selection are 
still basically robust today. 
[Darwin Day] will hopeful-
ly highlight to people how 
significant evolution is. 
It’s not just looking at di-
nosaur bones in museums. 
It’s happening now, and 
it’s important. Everyone 
can benefit from it.”

Visit www.IowaCity-
DarwinDay.org for a full 
schedule of events.
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Anatomy of assault
By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

Most of the time, social media are a 
harmless, even mundane platform for 
tweeting passing thoughts and advertis-
ing one’s lunch on Instagram. But all too 
often, social media are used as a weapon, 
as a new University of Iowa Mainstage 
Production explores.

Good Kids will open at the Theater 
Building’s Thayer Theater at 8 p.m. 
today, with performances continuing 
through Feb. 15.

Written by former UI playwriting in-
structor Naomi Iizuka, the play, loosely 
based on real events that happened in 
Ohio, tells the story of a sexual assault 
that occurred at a high-school party. Vid-
eos, pictures, and other posts from the 
attack are later shared on social media.

“It’s about how social media have be-
come a huge part of everybody’s life, but in 
particular, how they function in this play 
of letting everyone know first what hap-
pened and then playing a role in how the 
perpetrators are dealt with,” said director 
and theater Professor Alan MacVey, who 
has taught at UI for 24 years.

Good Kids is featured as a part of a 
new 10-year initiative encouraging Big 
Ten universities to feature at least one 
main-stage production a year written by 
a woman, with major roles for female ac-
tors. After the UI performance, the play 
will be available nationally. 

“We feel like we’re changing the cli-
mate a little bit and adding to what is a 
movement, which is to bring women in-
to a prominent position in the theater,” 
MacVey said. 

UI sophomore Taylor Stuart plays 

Chloe, who attends a party, blacks out, 
and then wakes up to images and videos 
of her assault on social media. Although 
Chloe is at the center of the story, she 
said, her perspective is not the only one 
portrayed onstage.

“The narrative leaves room for the 
audience to decide what happens to 
these characters after the action of the 
play,” Stuart said. “Good Kids offers 
every side of the story, and when we 
see this assault through different van-
tage points, the audience can choose 
what they want to believe.” 

Allyson Jean Malandra, a third-
year M.F.A. acting student, plays 
Deirdre, whom she describes at the 
narrator of the story.

“She represents the anonymous by-
stander,” Malandra said. “She’s the audi-
ence’s way into the play.” 

MacVey, Stuart, and Malandra said 
they believe Good Kids can help clarify 
complex issues people face every day.

“I think that this play is relevant and 
timely, because we are in a very import-
ant wave of social change regarding 
rape and sexual assault,” Stuart said. 
“I think that the artistic endeavors are 
a great and effective way to bring that 
gray area to the masses.” 

The cast of Good Kids stands on the stage during rehearsal inside Thayer Theater on Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015. The play opens Feb. 5 and 
runs through Feb. 15. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

Sparkiling guitar
On Friday at 8 p.m., Tim Sparks and his guitar will 

light up the stage at the Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Sparks is the National Fingerpicking Champion 
from 1993, after having trained in classical guitar at 
North Carolina School of the Arts. Since then, he has 
traveled throughout the world, bringing his music to 
numerous countries. 

University of Iowa graduate Chase Garrett will host 
the concert. Garrett is the founder and host of Iowa City’s 
annual Blues and Boogie Woogie Piano Stomp, which held 
its fifth show at the Englert in November 2014. Garrett 

met Sparks in 2013 in Washington at a blues festival, and 
Garrett said they have been friends ever since. 

“I know Tim as just a phenomenal guitar player and one 
of the nicest guys you’ll ever meet,” he said. 

Sparks is a solo guitarist, which means he will have no 
backup band behind him at the concert. He tries to focus 
on getting back to the basics of music. 

Garrett said Sparks is one of the best guitarists in 
the world. 

“You have to hear him to believe him,” Garret said. “If 
you’re looking for some good music, then this is defiantly 
the place to be.” 

— by Devyn Young

THEATER 
Good Kids

Where: Theater Building Thayer Theater
When: 8 p.m. today-Saturday and Feb. 11-14, 

2 p.m. Feb. 8 & 15 
Admission: $5 UI Student, $10-$18 nonstudents 
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