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By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

The good news came eight days be-
fore Christmas — “December 17,” Kari 
Smith says with a smile, because these 
are the kinds of things mothers always 
remember. That day, an early holiday 
gift if there ever was one, the doctor 
first talked to Smith and her son, Sim-
eon, about “the rest of his life.”

“Up to 
that point, 
it was ‘at 
your next 
a p p o i n t -
ment’ or 
‘ w h e n 
you come 
in in six 
months,’ ” she continues. “I wouldn’t 
even let myself think about the rest 
of his life until that appointment. It 
didn’t even hit me until I came back 
home and told someone else about it.

“Then, it just hit me — like, wow. 
The rest of his life. We’ve hit that. 
We’ve hit the five-year mark. This is 
the holy grail.”

• • •

Simeon was walking to lunch when 
he got called to the office. He was in 

kindergarten then, just 5 years old, 
and he was mad because he wouldn’t 
get to eat.

“Our pediatrician knew but didn’t 
tell us,” Smith said. ”He’s just like, 
‘Get to the speciality clinic. Something 
is going on.’ And we knew he’d have to 
have testing, so he was like, ‘Don’t let 
him eat.’ ”

Earlier in the school year, Simeon 
felt a pain in his legs, which he’d re-

lieve by 
p u t t i n g 
something 
hot or cold 
on it. But 
one night, 
the pain 
did not go 
away, re-

sulting in a trip to the doctor.
The day he missed lunch, Simeon 

was diagnosed with two types of leu-
kemia: acute myeloid leukemia and 
acute lymphocytic leukemia, both can-
cers of the blood. To be diagnosed with 
both, at the same time, is rare, but not 
unheard of, Smith said.

“When he was originally diagnosed, 
there wasn’t a really big pool for them 
to draw from and say he’s cured or no 
he’s not,” father Johann Smith said. 
“He was like the fifth person diag-
nosed at the university [with both].”

• • •

Treatments involved heavy doses of 
chemo, which brought even more chal-
lenges. Simeon missed “a year and a 
half of school,” his mother said, and 

he fell behind the rest of his class-
mates. There was a full year where he 
had no physical growth. The Smiths 
made countless trips to the hospital — 
sometimes on a weekly basis.

“I remember the first year he went 
to camp,” Johann Smith said. “We 
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UI seeks 
business 
analytics
By BENJAMIN TOWAR 
benjamin-towar@uiowa.edu 

A new graduate degree reflecting 
the local and national demand for 
business analytics may be coming 
soon to the University of Iowa.

On Wednesday, the state Board 
of Regents’ Education Committee 
will decide whether to back a the 
creation of a business-analytics and 
information-systems master’s pro-
gram for the regents.

“We think that we’ve 
given a very nice pro-
posal to them … and I 
know that companies 
around here need it, so 
I’m very hopeful,” said 
Samuel Burer, a UI 
professor of manage-
ment sciences. 

As early as the 
summer of 2013, Burer said, he and 
his colleagues developed the pro-
gram as an expansion of the exist-
ing business-analytics certification 
program offered at the Tippie Col-
lege of Business. 

Business analytics, at a glance, is 
the mastery of sorting through large 
quantities of “big data” for correla-
tions, which could then in turn make 
predictions, Burer said. 

The program is expected to cost 
$220,040 for advertising, new faculty, 
and a half-time staff member in the 
first year; the cost would increase to 
$380,230 by the seventh year, Grad-
uate College Dean John Keller said. 

The program is expected to even-
tually be self-sustaining, with a 
planned initial enrollment of 20 
students to increase to 50 by the 
seventh year.

The concept of big data was brought 
to popular public attention after the 
release of Moneyball in 2011, said 
Nick Street, the UI executive officer 
of management sciences. The film de-
picts statistics and data as the decid-
ing factor in the real-life building of 
the Oakland A’s baseball team.

The proposal was submitted to the 
regents late last week. Coupled with 
Iowa’s proposal was a similar busi-
ness-analytics program proposed by 
Iowa State University. 
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Running for Congress
Cedar Rapids City Councilor Monica Vernon 
recently announced she will again seek the 
Democratic nomination for Iowa’s 1st 
Congressional District in 2016. 

     KRISTEN EAST/THE DAILY IOWAN

1st Congressional 
District

Cedar Rapids City Councilor Monica Vernon listens to members of the community during a council meeting on Jan. 28. Vernon will run for the 1st Congressional District seat in 2016. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Burer
professor

By JORDYN REILAND
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu

Monica Vernon made a decision to become involved with government at a fairly 
young age, running for student council in high school and participating in numer-
ous student activities during her time at the University of Iowa.

Following her undergraduate degree in journalism and an M.B.A. at the UI, 
Vernon owned and ran her own business.

Most recently, on Jan. 15, the 57-year-old announced her intention to seek the 
Democratic nomination for the 1st Congressional District seat, a campaign she 
knows well after having ran unsuccessfully for the position last year.

Officials say Vernon’s decision to pursue another run may mark a trend in the 
number of women running for office.

Maggie Tinsman, a former Iowa state senator and the co-head of 50-50 in 2020, 
said electing a woman to the U.S. Senate was a good start, and hopefully, a sign of 
more women to announce their interest.

Monica Vernon announced her intention to seek the 1st Congressional District seat on Jan. 15. 

Simeon Smith sits on the stage with his father watching his younger siblings play in the IMU on Monday. Smith, 13, is going on five 
years being cancer free. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

“Then, it just hit me — like, wow. The rest of his life. 
We’ve hit that. We’ve hit the five-year mark. This is 

the holy grail.”
— Kari Smith, Simeon’s mother



THE DAILY IOWAN     DAILYIOWAN.COM     TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 20152 NEWS 

Volume 148                               Issue 122
BREAKING NEWS
Phone: (319) 335-6063 
Email: daily-iowan@uiowa.edu 
Fax: 335-6297 

CORRECTIONS
Call: 335-6030
Policy: The Daily Iowan strives for accuracy 
and fairness in the reporting of news. If a 
report is wrong or misleading, a request 
for a correction or a clarification may be 
made.

PUBLISHING INFO
The Daily Iowan (USPS 143.360) is pub-
lished by Student Publications Inc., E131 
Adler Journalism Building, Iowa City, Iowa 
52242-2004, daily except Saturdays, Sun-
days, legal and university holidays, and 
university vacations. Periodicals postage 
paid at the Iowa City Post Office under the 
Act of Congress of March 2, 1879.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Call: Juli Krause at 335-5783
Email: daily-iowan@uiowa.edu 
Subscription rates:
Iowa City and Coralville: $20 for one 

semester, $40 for two semesters, $10 
for summer session, $50 for full year. 

Out of town: $40 for one sememster, $80 
for two semesters, $20 for summer 
session, $100 all year.

Send address changes to: The Daily Iowan, 
100 Adler Journalism Building, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52242-2004

Advertising Manager 335-5193
Renee Manders 
Advertising Sales Staff
Bev Mrstik 335-5792 
Cathy Witt 335-5794

STAFF
Publisher 335-5788
William Casey
Editor-in-Chief 335-6030
Jordyn Reiland
Managing Editors            335-6030
Dora Grote
Tessa Hursh
Metro Editors 335-6063
Nicholas Moffitt
Chris Higgins
Opinions Editor 335-5863
Nick Hassett
Sports Editor 335-5848 
Danny Payne
Arts Editor 335-5851
Emma McClatchey
Copy Chief 335-6063
Beau Elliot
Photo Editor 335-5852
Margaret Kispert
Design Editors 335-6030
Taylor Laufersweiler
Patrick Lyne
Projects Editor 335-5855
Stacey Murray
Politics Editor 335-5855
Kristen East
Convergence Editor 335-6063 
Quentin Misiag
TV News Director 335-6063
Dora Grote
TV Sports Directors           335-6063
Chelsie Brown
Jalyn Souchek
Web Editor 335-5829
Tony Phan
Business Manager 335-5786
Debra Plath
Classifed Ads/Circulation Manager
Juli Krause 335-5784
Production Manager 335-5789
Heidi Owen

The Daily IowanBUS WEATHER

1105 celebrates successful year

Int’l students deal with religion

By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

The 1105 Project opened 
one year ago, and since 
then, the partnership has 
been very successful at in-
creasing user frequency, 
saving the organizations’ 
time and, most important-
ly, money, its directors say. 
  “The minute we moved 
into this building, we were 
swamped,” said Kristie Fort-
mann-Doser, the executive 
director of the Domestic Vio-
lence Intervention Program. 
“It expanded our support 
groups, and it’s expanded 
our resources for collabora-
tions in the community.”

The 1105 Project, named 
after its location at 1105 
Gilbert Court, is a collabora-
tion among the Crisis Cen-
ter of Johnson County, Free 
Lunch Program, National 
Alliance on Mental Illness of 
Johnson County, and DVIP.

The idea behind the proj-
ect began in 2008, when, af-
ter the flood, the Crisis Cen-
ter’s services began steadily 
increasing, Executive Direc-
tor Becci Reedus said. 

Soon, the Crisis Center’s 

parking lot was inadequate, 
and officials began looking 
at the building next door, 
a former Johnson County 
health building, to fill their 
needs.

“That’s really how this 
started; we just needed 
more parking, we didn’t re-
ally need more space at the 
time,” Reedus said.

But the other human-ser-
vice agencies did, and so in 
2012, the Johnson County 
Supervisors sold the build-
ing to the Crisis Center for 
$1. The 1105 Project was 
born.

Sharing the parking lot, 
the building, and resources, 
directors of the various or-
ganizations are very happy 
with how the project has 
gone in the year since they 
moved into the 1105 facility.

“There’s no way we could 
have [the office] on our 
own,” Fortmann-Doser said. 
“There’s no way we could 
even have just our portion of 
it on our own. But the four 
agencies working together? 
We all now have a board-
room; we all now have space 
for staff and volunteer train-
ing, and we all have space 

to do collaborative support 
groups.”

In the year since 1105 
opened, DVIP, the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, 
and the Free Lunch Pro-
gram have seen increases in 
user frequency, which they 
attribute to greater visibili-
ty in the community.

“We’re recognized with 
the other agencies,” men-
tal-illness-alliance Executive 
Director Mary Issah said. 
“That’s been a benefit that 
you can’t attach money to. 
People know where we are, 
you say the 1105 Project, ‘Oh 
yeah, I heard about that.’ ”

For DVIP, the increase 
has been especially dra-
matic, Fortmann-Doser 
said. Because of the clients 
DVIP deals with, she said, 
the agency has never had 
a public face or advertised; 
all of its services were run 
out of the shelter. However, 
with 1105, it is able to have 
a building that clients, in-
vestors, and volunteers can 
visit freely.

The project has also saved 
DVIP around $45,000 while 
at the same time provid-
ing the Crisis Center with 

$24,000 in yearly income. 
Because of recent changes 

in state funding and regula-
tions in regards to domestic 
violence, DVIP needed to 
hire and train additional 
staff to handle its 24-hour 
crisis line.

However, the Crisis Cen-
ter’s own line training was 
so similar, they were able to 
take over the job for a much 
lower cost in staff training 
and payment.

Ronda Lipsius, a codirec-
tor of the Free Lunch Pro-
gram, said moving into 1105 
gave it access to a much nic-
er facility, as well as an in-
dustrial kitchen and greater 
storage space for its food.

In addition, she said, mov-
ing allowed the program to 
become handicapped-ac-
cessible, which not only in-
creased the number of peo-
ple it could serve, the move 
aided its volunteers as well.

Ultimately, each direc-
tor said she was extremely 
pleased with how the proj-
ect turned out this past year.

“If I had to do it all over 
again, I wouldn’t change 
anything,” Fortmann-Doser 
said.

By LI DAI
li-dai@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa in-
ternational students may 
find a stack of invitations 
from local Christians and 
other religious groups 
when they arrive on cam-
pus each semester.

After coming to the uni-
versity, many internation-
al students are encouraged 
by local Christians to par-
ticipate in activities and 
events with them. 

According to a Pew 
Research Center study, 
around 5 percent of Chi-
na’s population identify as 
Christian.

“Some international stu-
dents come from countries 
where Christianity is not 
known or even allowed, 
so giving international 
students opportunities 
to learn about our beliefs 
while they are here really 
can be a fun and educa-
tional thing for them,” said 
Kevin Krohn, part of the 
campus staff at Cru, a local 
Christian organization.

Jamie Pepper, campus 
group leader of 24:7 Col-
lege Ministry, said the 
group strives to reach out 
to all college students at 
the UI.

“The Bible talks about 
every tongue, tribe, and na-
tion being important, so we 
like to embrace the diver-

sity here on campus and 
learn about all of the dif-
ferent cultures,” she said. 

International students 
are a huge population on 
campus, she said, and the 
group enjoys including 
them in their ministry.

“We know that being 
an international student 
can come with its own 
challenges, and we want 
to help make their ex-
perience a positive one,” 
Pepper said.

UI sophomores Peirou 
Chu and Chen Ma, both 
from China, are involved 
in Bridges International, 
which is Cru’s ministry to 
international students.

“The activities of Bridg-
es help me to make new 
friends, including Chinese 
students and American 
students, and most of them 
are Christians,” Chu said. 
“I think people in Bridges 
are like a family. At the 
first time I went to Bridg-
es, I didn’t know anyone, 
but people in Bridges are 
really kind to me, and it 
helped me to communicate 
with them quickly.”

However, Ma said, she 
feels uncomfortable with 
the excessive kindness 
from Christians she con-
tacted because she prefers 
making friends in a slow 
and gradual way.

“In China, we usually 
don’t have any specific re-

ligious faiths,” Ma said. 
“During the activities that 
Cru held, people read the 
Bible together, and some-
one told stories in the Bi-
ble. At that time, I felt that 
I am not a Christian.”

Ma was involved in Cru’s 
activities a few times, but 
she has stopped going.

Some ministries have es-
tablished religious groups 
for only international stu-
dents on campus, which, 
some students said, drove 
them away. 

The Rev. W. Max Mons of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Chap-
el and University Center 
said his church reaches out 
to international students 
because the people want 
to help international stu-
dents with language and 
help them to get settled. 

“We have a group spe-
cifically for international 
students called Interna-
tional Student Ministry,” 
Mons said. “We have a di-
rector who is responsible 
for setting up conversation 
groups for international 
students.”

Kyle Dupic, the cam-
pus group director of 
Parkview Church, said 
his church tries to involve 
international students, 
instead of creating a spe-
cific group just for inter-
national students.

“International students 
don’t want a group for in-

ternational students that 
is only international,” 
Dupic said. “So our hope 
isn’t necessarily to cre-
ate a separate group of 
international [students] 
but to bring them in and 
go, ‘Hey, do you want to 
do this with us and learn 
from us, and we can learn 
from you.’ ”

Father Ed Fitzpatrick, 
the director of Newman 
Catholic Student Center, 
said it deals with all stu-
dents, including interna-
tional student, but does 
not specifically reach out to 
international students. 

UI junior Jungmi Lee, 
who comes from South 
Korea, said before she 
knew about this part of the 
world, she had attended 
to church in South Korea, 
so she learned about God 
very naturally.

“Usually, international 
students hang out togeth-
er, and Americans hang 
out together,” Lee said. 
“There is no relationship 
between them. And I don’t 
like that.”

She said she felt Cru 
didn’t understand inter-
national students when it 
reached out to her.

“[Cru] thinks all the in-
ternational students hav-
en’t known about the God, 
so they want to teach us, 
help us, she said. “But I 
didn’t like that.” 

UI students walk toward a Cambus by the Tippie College of Business bus stop on Monday. Cambus has seen a rise in the number of people riding the bus since temperatures have 
dropped. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

In the Feb. 1 story “Legislators slam higher-education funding model,” The Daily Iowan 
incorrectly associated the performance-based funding model proposed by the state Board 
of Regents with a separate TIER efficiency study put on by the governing body of Iowa’s 
regent institutions. The DI regrets this error. 

CORRECTION
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The two universities 
purposefully submitted 
the requests in tandem, 
Burer said. The proposed 
programs are designed 
to be cooperative with 
each other, in which some 
classes can be credited be-
tween the two schools for 
the students’ convenience.

The program is pro-

posed to comprise five 
core classes, four elec-
tives, and one capstone-fi-
nal course. The courses 
are open to anyone who 
meets the initial enroll-
ment requirements. 

While the two schools 
share syllabi, the two dif-
fer in the program format. 
Iowa State’s program 
relies heavily on online 
courses, while the UI con-
ducts the majority of its 
classes on a face-to-face 
basis with instructors.

“We saw this coming,” 
Street said. “We always 
had experts in the Col-
lege of Business that co-
alesce to this word ‘ana-
lytics.’ It was what we all 
were doing, anyway.” 

Recently, the Graduate 
College’s enrollment rate 
has declined, leaving the 
school needing to bring 
the rate up to its former 
numbers. The enrollment 
numbers have declined 
by more than 700 since 
2009. 

The proposed ca-
reer-oriented program, 
while not engineered 
toward the problem, is 
leaving many faculty 
members optimistic that 
business analytics could 
bring more graduate stu-
dents to Iowa. 

“We’ve been hearing 
from local employers 
that they really want 
this skillset,” Street said. 
“[The Graduate College] 
was happy and support-
ive of the program, but it’s 

not connected to the uni-
versity’s desire to grow.” 

Northwestern Univer-
sity and the University 
of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
offer graduate programs 
in the field of business 
analytics.

However, as pointed 
out by Burer, each school 
runs its program differ-
ently, which is why many 
business-school faculty 
members convey their 
optimism about the UI’s 
program. Should the pro-

gram be approved, the 
experience gleaned from 
other Big Ten schools 
could be what catapults 
the UI into the forefront 
of business analytics.

While talking to a 
potential students con-
sidering the UI, Street 
referred to the proposed 
program with optimism.

“We want this program 
to be the differentiator 
for the college over Indi-
ana, Wisconsin, and Min-
nesota,” he said. 

BUSINESS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

VERNON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Vernon
city councilor

Tinsman said four out 
of the seven candidates 
who ran for U.S. Sen. Joni 
Ernst’s state Senate seat 
were women, and that in 
itself is a sign that more 
women are being encour-
aged to run.

According to a report 
from the Institute for 
Women’s Policy Research, 
researchers found that of 
the 77 percent of women 
who have discussed a run 
for higher office with fam-
ily and friends, only one 
in five female state legis-
lators have seriously con-
sidered running for higher 
office. 

It is not the lack of in-
terest, the report says; 
rather, additional fac-
tors that include the 
reason to run for first 
office, considerations for 
higher office, mentorship 
and networking, finan-
cial barriers, and gender 
bias and access to polit-
ical resources. In an in-

terview with The Daily 
Iowan on Monday, Ver-
non described the ways 
in which these so-called 
barriers haven’t held her 
back.

Reason to run for first 
office 

According to the report, 
men will run for office to 
“be someone,” whereas 
women will run to “do 
something.” Women have 
different political moti-
vations to initially run 
c o m p a r e d 
with men, 
and as they 
move from 
their ini-
tial run for 
office, their 
m o t i v a -
tions will 
change. 

V e r n o n 
said by the time she ran 
for a seat on the Cedar 
Rapids City Council, she 
had an M.B.A., was run-
ning a company, built a 
homeless shelter, was in-
volved in several different 
organizations, and there-

fore felt very prepared to 
take the next step. 

She ran for her first 
term in 2007, and she is 
serving her second four-
year term as a councilor 
and mayor pro tem.

“When you get a wom-
an candidate, you can 
bet that she is very, very 
well-prepared,” she said. “I 
wanted to make sure that 
… I was waiting for the 
right time. It was sort of a 
natural progression.”

Considerations for higher 
office

Many women might be 
deterred by the increas-
ingly hostile political cli-
mate, but Vernon said if 
anything, it encourages 
her, and she hopes it en-
courages more women to 
run for office. 

Roughly 56 percent of 
women run for higher of-
fice because they have the 
desire to change the way 
government works, where-
as 33 percent want to see 
women in higher office, ac-
cording to the report. 

“I think the current 

climate might turn some 
women off,” Vernon said. 
“That would be unfortu-
nate, because the cur-
rent climate needs more 
women.”

Tinsman said based on 
much of the research her 
organization has done, 
women are some of the 
best problem-solvers. 

“I’d like to rename poli-
tics to women’s business,” 
she said. “I’ve worked with 
men a lot; there’s nothing 
wrong with them, but a 
lot of men like politics for 
the prestige and the game 
playing … Women are 
anxious to get the problem 
solved.”

Women are also not as 
likely to consider work/
family conflict as signifi-
cant of a barrier; rather, 
it can sometimes inspire 
women to run. 

Mentorship and net-
working

Vernon said mentorship 
has played a large role in 
why she has made the key 
decisions she has thus far. 

“I’ve been really lucky to 

have so many people who 
have been encouraging 
to me, friends to me,” she 
said. “There’s a really good 
support system, especial-
ly in this area, for anyone 
who wants to make our 
communities, our regions, 
our country better.” 

Money barrier
Many of the participants 

in the study said they con-
sider money the greatest 
barrier to run for higher 
office. Sixty-two percent 
of women said money/
fundraising/campaign in-
frastructure was the big-
gest barrier to running for 
higher office.

Vernon said fundraising 
is the biggest obstacle, no 
matter who is doing it.

“It’s not necessarily the 
money but asking peo-
ple for contributions,” she 
said. “That really puts 
people out of their comfort 
zone.”

Dianne Bystrom, the 
director of the Carrie 
Chapman Catt Center for 
Women and Politics at Io-
wa State University, said 

announcing as early as 
Vernon has may be a good 
sign in regards to cam-
paign financing.

Gender bias
While research shows 

that many of the par-
ticipants perceive gov-
ernment to be more 
gender-biased than the 
private sector, Vernon says 
she does not see that to be 
the case.

Vernon has had a num-
ber of early endorsements 
that include state Sen. and 
President of the Senate 
Pam Jochum, state Sen. 
Rob Hogg, Sen. Joe Bolk-
com, Rep. Mary Mascher, 
and Rep. Art Staed. 

From what Vernon 
briefly counted, she had an 
equal number of both men 
and women endorsing her 
so far.

“That’s not to say [bi-
as] doesn’t exist,” she 
said. “I’ve just felt real-
ly supported by people 
of both genders, and so 
hopefully, we’ve gotten 
to a point where there is 
less of that.”

Regents announce 
presidential-search 
panel head

The state Board of Regents has 
named the head of the University of 
Iowa Presidential Search Committee.

Jean Robillard, the UI vice president 
for Medical Affairs, will lead the effort 
to find a new president to succeed UI 

President Sally Mason, who will retire 
this summer.

The regents will further discuss 
the search process at their Thursday 
meeting in Cedar Falls.

Robillard, who oversees 
UI Health Care, has been vice 
president since 2007. He formerly 
served as dean of the Carver 
College of Medicine.

— by Chris Higgins

Man charged with 
robbery

Authorities have accused an Iowa 
City man of robbery.

Joshua Gillette, 36, was charged 
with first-degree robbery on Feb. 1.

According to online court 
documents, Gillette robbed a man at 
knifepoint outside of the man’s car in a 

Subway parking lot. 
Gillette demanded the victim’s 

money and also took his electronic 
devices.

After the officers located Gillette, 

the man reportedly positively identified 
him as the robber.

First-degree robbery is a Class-B 
felony.

— by Alyssa Guzman

METRO



Growing up, my 
mom always taught my 
brother and me not use 
the word “hate.” That it 
was an ugly word. That 
it defined the ignorance 
of its user. That it was 
the cause of so many of 
the world’s problems.

It is a premise with 
which I wholehearted-
ly agree. However, the 
climate of prejudice in 
today’s world is testing 
my patience.

Last week, according 
to the Sacramento Bee, 
the Associated Students 
of the University of 
Calfornia-Davis passed 
an advisory resolution 
that requests California 
regents to divest from 
business with connec-
tions to Israel. Follow-
ing the events of this 
past summer, this orga-

nization is far from the 
first — student or other-
wise — to recommend or 
implement such actions.

However, the timing 
of this vote is nothing 
short of infuriating. 
Last week marked the 
70th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Aus-
chwitz — responsible 
for the killing of at least 
960,000 people.

Not only that, but on 
Jan. 31, the Bee also re-
ports, swastikas were 
found spray-painted on 
and around the Cal-Da-
vis Jewish fraternity 
house, Alpha Epsilon Pi.

The medium through, 
which I am voicing this 
opinion, does not permit 
the appropriate expres-
sion of my anger, but 
then again, few do. The 
disdain I feel toward 
the individuals who 
spray-painted these 
symbols is only matched 
by the embarrassment I 
feel for their ignorance, 
their ignorance of just 
how significant that 
symbol is.

What upset me, how-
ever, were not the imag-
es themselves; after all, 

it is an unfortunate fact 
that these types of dis-
plays of hatred happen 
fairly often. What upset 
me was the timing.

The audacity of any-
one to perform such acts 
at all is appalling, but to 
do so on this particular 
date of Auschwitz’s lib-
eration, which is what 
seems to be the inten-
tion, is indescribable. 

I have been where 
too few people alive to-
day have been. I have 
seen the shoes, watch-
es, glasses, and other 
personal belongings of 
men, women, and chil-
dren stolen from them 
as they marched to 
their death. I have seen 
the living conditions 
to which millions were 
subjected. I have stood 
in the gas chambers of 
Auschwitz.

And while I will nev-
er understand what it 
was like to be in these 
camps when they were 
running, I know all too 
well that this hatred 
still exists.

Divesting from Isra-
el and Israel-associat-
ed companies is simply 

politics, and while I am 
mad about this, groups 
are free to make this de-
cision as the please. But 
spray-painting swasti-
kas on a building for a 
Jewish organization is 
unforgiveable.

Incidentally, in order 
to divest from Israel, 
Cal-Davis would have to 
fundamentally change 
the way the university 
operates. The inventions 
and products that are a 
part of our daily lives 
upon which Israel has 
had an impact are in-
numerable — from com-
puters to Soda Streams 
and USB jump drives to 
cherry tomatoes. Even 
some of the biggest com-
panies in the world are 
heavily invested in Isra-
el (Samsung, for exam-
ple, invested in eight Is-
raeli startups last year 
alone). But I digress. 

Hate will never be 
eliminated from this 
world. It’s just a fact. 
But when it appears as 
intentional as this past 
week at Cal-Davis has 
been, I fear that not 
only is hate not being 
eliminated, it’s growing.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

So I see, in the all the 
fallout from the Super 
Bowl, that Seattle Sea-
hawk coach Pete Carroll is 
no longer considered to be 
the boy genius of the NFL.

Well, he’s actually a bit 
too old and experienced as 
a coach to truly be a boy ge-
nius. So that doesn’t make 
sense. But this is America; 
things don’t need to make 
sense to be believed. See 
Republicans.

We’re speaking here 
(well, I am; I can’t hear 
you) about Carroll’s con-
troversial call at the end of 
the Super Bowl; with the 
Seahawks at the Patriots’ 
1-yard line, second and 
goal, trailing 28-24 with 
only 20 seconds left, Car-
roll elected to ignore the 
best running back in the 
league and pass.

Pass intercepted. Game 
over. Pats are Super Bowl 
champions, to the delight 
of nearly no one not living 
in New England.

And conspiracy theories 
sprouted like the 2 metric 
tons of zucchini that you 
planted last spring. (What? 
It was only 1 metric ton? I 
can’t quite hear you. Cell 
phones, you know.)

The Seahawks clearly 
didn’t want running back 
Marshawn Lynch to be 
the hero of Seattle’s Super 
Bowl victory. According 
to one such theory. They 
wanted Golden Boy QB 
Russell Wilson to be the 
hero.

Another theory (we’ll 
note that, in the scientific 
sense, we talking about 
hypotheses, not theories; 
whatever) holds that the 
Seahawks didn’t want to 
pay Lynch a big contract, 
and it’s hard not to do that 
if Lynch is the Super Bowl 
hero.

Um, right.
These theories emanate 

from some unlit corner 

of the Universe and are 
quantumly sent into hu-
man brains while they are 
sleeping. Why haven’t sci-
entists discovered this un-
lit corner of the Universe, 
you ask. Because it’s unlit, 
silly.

And these theories miss 
the central point: It’s Mad-
den 15.

Last week, days before 
the Big Game, Madden 15 
predicted that the Patriots 
would win the Super Bowl, 
28-24, and the winning 
touchdown would be a Tom 
Brady pass to Julian Edel-
man. And that’s the way it 
happened.

So, you see, Carroll 
couldn’t hand the ball off 
to the best NFL running 
back. Madden 15 controls 
the Universe.

I don’t really know any-
thing about Madden 15, 
but then, nobody can tru-
ly know anything about 
Madden 15. But I advise 
you not to say that name 
three times consecutively. 
It’s just what I hear.

Madden 15, which lives 
(if we can call that a life) 
on a grassy knoll in a dark 
corner of the Universe, be-
cause dark matters. It cre-
ated the Super Bowl out-
come. Hell, it created the 
Super Bowl, lo those many 
centuries ago.

It created black holes, 
ISIS, Mitt Romney (debat-
able which is more det-
rimental, at least to the 
health of dogs). It created 
rivers and streams, earth-
quakes and winter storms 
(Thanks, I said, shoveling 
metric tons of snow).

It created Sen. Joni 
Ernst, R-Iowa, in an un-
lit corner of the Universe. 
How many of these unlit 
corners of the Universe are 
there? you ask. Billions, 
apparently.

(Madden 15 is the rea-
son that Ernst has gone 
from the GOP’s It Girl to, 
in Washington, D.C., the 
Tag, You’re It, Girl.)

So, Pete Carroll didn’t 
have a choice. It was Mad-
den 15.

But did Madden 15 
cause UI President Sally 
Mason to announce her re-
tirement?

Hmm.
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The beginning of a new year brings with it new bud-
gets. President Obama has released a nearly $4 tril-
lion budget to fund the government for fiscal 2016. 

For those who tuned in to Obama’s State of the Union ad-
dress, the budget contains few surprises. The most signifi-
cant programs are reflections of the promises he made. 

Some of the more notable programs include a new in-
frastructure program, ending sequestration spending cuts, 
education programs, increase in paid leave, higher taxes on 
the wealthy, environmental initiatives, and taxing overseas 
earnings. 

In an effort to continue America’s lead in developing clean 
energy, the new budget contains $7.4 billion in clean energy 
technologies. Additionally, the new budget takes the current 
initiative to lower state’s emissions to a new level. A special 
provision includes a $4 billion effort to speed up the cuts to 
emissions that come from power plants. The budget also in-
creases investment in clean energy through tax credits, ex-
tending them for both the wind and solar industry. 

The move is a smart one, considering that most Ameri-
cans are now in support of governmental action on climate 
change. A telephone poll conducted by the New York Times, 
Stanford University, and Resources for the Future conclud-
ed that whether or not politicians advocate for action on 
climate change influences these Americans’ decision to vote 
for them. Even more surprisingly, 48 percent of Republicans 
indicated that theywould support a candidate who fought 
global climate change. 

Less popular, however, is the budget’s proposal to add a 14 
percent one-time tax on corporate earnings. U.S. companies 
have more than $2 trillion in overseas earnings that they 
refuse to bring back to their homeland. This is largely done 
to avoid taxes, because the U.S. 35 percent corporate tax rate 

is the largest corporate tax rate in the global Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, a group that 
includes 34 of the most advanced, industrialized nations. 
When state and local taxes are added, the actual figure av-
erages out to about 40 percent. Instead of changing the tax 
code, the new policy aims to track down the foreign earnings 
and tax them as well. This may result in companies leaving 
the United States entirely. 

The moneymaking effort would be used to fund a $478 
billion infrastructure project. The revenue would be used for 
public-works tasks such as roads, bridges, and transit sys-
tems. The American Society of Civil Engineers produces a 
report card every four years on the status of America’s in-
frastructure, measuring such factors as “health, safety, and 
welfare of the public.” In 2013, America received a D-plus 
on the report card. Clearly, this is an issue that needs to be 
addressed. 

Obama has many other ambitious programs in his new 
budget. He proposes subsidizing childcare and funding for a 
program that would enable free community-college tuition. 
Tobacco taxes are nearly doubled, and increases funding for 
states for the purpose of giving parents paid leave. 

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes that while 
Obama’s budget includes many items that are attractive to 
Americans, it is ultimately unrealistic. It contains few, if any 
compromises, and the chance of passage is miniscule given 
the new Republican-controlled Congress. 

Despite an $18 trillion debt, the president’s budget contains 
no solutions to dealing with it. Instead, if enacted, it would 
actually increase spending from last year. The president’s 
budget does present some much needed solutions; if he had 
reined in spending and tried to throw the Republicans some 
bones, the budget would have had more of a chance.
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Madden 15         
rules all

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media organization that 
provides fair and accurate coverage of events and issues pertaining to the 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of Iowa.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be sent via email to 
daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com (as text, not as attachments). Each letter must 
be signed and include an address and phone number for verification. Letters 
should not exceed 300 words. The DI will publish only one letter per author per 
month. Letters will be chosen for publication by the editors according to space 
considerations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please. 
 
GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must be arranged 
with the Opinions editor at least three days prior to the desired date of 
publication. Guest opinions are selected in accordance with word length, 
subject relevance, and space considerations. 
 
READER COMMENTS that may appear below were originally 
posted on dailyiowan.com in response to published material. They will be 
chosen for print publication when they are deemed to be well-written and 
to forward public discussion. They may be edited for length and style.

EDITORIAL POLICY

STAFF

Beau Elliot
beauelliot@gmail.com

JORDYN REILAND  Editor-in-Chief 

TESSA HURSH & DORA GROTE  Managing Editors
NICK HASSETT  Opinions Editor

 MARCUS BROWN, MICHAEL KOROBOV 
Editorial writers 

 ASHLEY LEE , BRIANNE RICHSON, JOE LANE,  JACOB PRALL, 
CHRISTOPHER CERVANTES,   KEITH EVANSON, ERIN MANFULL,  

L.C. GRAF Columnists 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not  the opinion 
of the Publisher, Student Publications Inc.,or the University of Iowa. 

OPINIONS, COMMENTARIES, COLUMNS, and EDITORIAL 
CARTOONS reflect the opinions of the authors and are not necessarily

those of the Editorial Board.

COLUMN

The Obama administra-
tion has a lucrative tax loop-
hole in its cross hairs. 

For decades, the largest 
corporations have avoided 
paying U.S. taxes on profits 
overseas so long as the mon-
ey doesn’t pass through the 
United States. The money 
is simply stashed in low-tax 
areas around the world.

According to the BBC, 
two taxes are being pro-
posed: an immediate, one-
time tax on the estimated 
$2.1 trillion held by U.S. cor-
porations overseas at a rate 
of 14 percent and an annual 
tax of 19 percent on future 
profits. The current domes-
tic corporate tax stands at 
35 percent, nearly twice the 
proposed tax.

The tax would help re-
move the incentive compa-

nies have to keep their prof-
its out of the United States. 
It would instead incentivize 
the creation of jobs and gen-
eral spending in the States. 

Why should U.S. corpo-
rations pay tax on foreign 
profits? Well, U.S. corpora-
tions benefit greatly from 
U.S. corporate welfare, 
public education, and in-
frastructure. Speaking of, 
that’s exactly what the pro-
posed tax would pay for. 

The one-time 14 percent 
tax on current holdings 
would generate an estimat-
ed $238 billion of federal 
revenue. The revenue would 
be put to work in a massive 
U.S. infrastructure bill, re-
pairing and building roads, 
bridges, and public trans-
port.

The United States faces 
a much-needed infrastruc-
ture overhaul. Potholes, 
unmaintained bridges, and 
severe congestion plague 
the people and corporations 
of America. A bill to address 
these issues is long over-
due and could see the light 
of day should the proper 
spending be appropriated. 

Unfortunately, it is unlikely 
new roads will be coming 
anytime soon.

The tax would be the 
single largest contributor 
of funding to the infra-
structure bill. The tax also 
targets the wallets of the 
largest U.S. corporations 
and thus, the largest donor 
bases. Congress is not ex-
pected to pass the proposed 
tax. With re-election on the 
mind, it’s never the time to 
start taxing your biggest 
supporters. 

The issue of ballooning 
campaign spending knows 
no political party lines; it is 
universal. Waves from the 
Citizens United case are 
still being felt in the every-
day politics of Capitol Hill.

This is not the first time 
a one-time tax on foreign 
profits for infrastructure 
has been proposed. Last 
year, then-Rep. Dave Camp, 
R-Mich., offered a similar 
plan to no avail. Congress 
as a whole did not give it 
much regard. With the pres-
ident’s backing, the idea has 
taken new life.

Fixing our infrastructure 

and tax reform are both bi-
partisan issues, and prog-
ress appears to be possible. 
Unlike the White House, 
the Republicans of Con-
gress support the idea of 
infrastructure but offer no 
funding option. Because of 
its inherent logic, Congress 
is having a difficult time 
formulating legitimate ob-
jections to the proposal. On 
“Meet the Press,” Rep. Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., admitted that 
tax and infrastructure re-
form are needed. He brand-
ed the proposed tax as “envy 
economics,” however. 

Inciting the idea of 
class-warfare may be the 
only way to throw the prop-
osition under the bus (and 
into a pothole). The reality 
of the situation is much sim-
pler — there is a loophole 
that needs closing. There 
is a serious infrastructure 
problem that requires a 
source of funding. This isn’t 
“top-down” redistribution; 
this is simply paying the 
bills and making sure the 
United States remains com-
petitive on the world stage 
of transportation.

Jacob Prall
jacob-prall@uiowa.edu

Cut the loop-holes, fill the potholes

Obama’s unrealistic budget

COLUMN

Hate alive and well at Cal-Davis

Joseph Lane
joseph-lane@uiowa.edu

COLUMN



• Molecular Physiology & Biophysics Seminar, 
“TBA,” Anna Malkova, 9:30 a.m., Bowen 5-669
• Biochemistry Workshop, “Control of cellular stress 
responses in the metazoan C. elegans,” Veena Prahlad, 
12:30 p.m., 283 Eckstein Medical Research Building
• Operator Theory Seminar, “Azumaya Algebras in 
Free Analysis,” Paul Muhly, 1:30 p.m., 309 Van Allen
• Math Physics Seminar, “More comments on the 
Light Front Fock Algebra,” Wayne Polzyou, 2:30 p.m., 
309 Van Allen
• Microbiology Seminar, “Enveloped virus entry: 
Mechanisms and regulation of membrane fusion,” 
Margaret Kielian, 3 p.m., Bowen Watzke Auditorium

• WorldCanvass, “Tobacco, Pot, and the Public Inter-
est,” with Joan Kjaer, 5 p.m., FilmScene 118 E. College

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m-Midnight Into the Void

Misusing a Time 
Machine

• Go to one week before the 
finale of the “Sopranos,” write a 

blog post detailing how you think 
the show will end, and BLOW 
EVERYONE’S MINDS WHEN 

YOU ARE RIGHT.
• Every six months, jumping 

forward six months so your car 
stereo always displays the right 

time.
• Showing H.G. Wells one of the 
many mediocre film adaptations 

of his work.
• Calling Babe Ruth’s home run 

and Lou Gehrig’s disease.
• Travel past the unsurvivable 
part of the rebirth of the Uni-
verse. Now, there really is no 

escape from immortality, Idiot.
• Going back and placing exorbi-
tant bets on the outcome of every 

M&Ms color vote.
• Being able to tell every creation-

ist, “Why, yes,” when they ask, 
“Were you there?”

• Buying throwback jerseys at 
throwback prices.

• Writing science fiction that’s 
COMPLETELY SPOT ON, but jux-
taposing the names to just to mess 

with everyone in the future.
• Trying to kill Hitler (it’s a noble 

goal, sure; but if you fail, then 
Hitler has a time machine).

• Putting yourself in the back-
ground of every famous photo ever 

taken.
• Watching the complete run of 

“ALF” uncut, before those syndica-
tion hack jobs removed so many 
jokes that even the DVD sets 

never recovered.
• Be the first person to post 
FIRST in the comments on 

Every. YouTube. Video. Ever.

Andrew R. Juhl thanks JM, ESJ, TD, AL, BR, 
MK, and KW for contributing to today’s Ledge.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Direct your energy wisely. Keep your mind 
on what is important, not on what others are doing, and you will reach 
your goal. A social encounter will spark a renewed interest in something 
or someone that you used to find inspiring.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t take anything or anyone for grant-
ed. You may know what you want to do, but expect to face opposition. 
Don’t be daunted by comments or criticism. Focus on finishing what you 
start and accommodating others only when possible. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t expect to receive help from others, 
and you won’t be disappointed. Making changes to your home or 
professional direction will turn out to be a good investment. Learn new 
skills, and don’t let a personal relationship limit what you can do. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Get down to business, and you will excel. A 
partnership will be problematic if you are too compliant. Don’t make a 
hasty decision that can have costly results. It’s OK to do things different-
ly or to follow your own path. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may be all wrapped up in your personal 
relationships and trying to make changes to the way you live, but you 
should be focusing on financial and contractual matters that have the 
potential to turn costly. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep your thoughts and feelings to yourself. 
Someone will use personal information against you if you are too open. 
Take time out for self-improvement and raising your level of confidence. 
Don‚Äôt give in to emotional blackmail or demanding individuals. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t fight the inevitable. Go with the flow, 
and see where it takes you. The changes that take place will turn out sur-
prisingly well. Use your intelligence, and take advantage of an emotional 
opportunity. Don‚Äôt limit what you can do. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Follow your heart, not what you hear. Gath-
er information, and come to your own conclusions before you make a 
choice. A change in the way you do things will help you avoid someone 
who wants to take control or shove you aside. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Listen carefully, but do your own 
fact-finding. The information you gather will clear up issues you have 
been concerned about, allowing you to move forward and make positive 
personal changes at home. Act fast and finish what you start. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take care of pressing family matters. Get 
involved in your community, and you will be able to control the out-
come of a situation that could affect an investment that concerns you. 
An old friend or lover will give you something to think about. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Emotional matters will surface. Don’t put 
off what must be taken care of immediately. You can’t move forward 
without clearing a path. It’s out with the old and in with the new. Raise 
pressing issues, and secure your future. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Get involved in organizational events that 
allow you to meet interesting and informative individuals. Sharing your 
thoughts will spark interest and lead to unexpected opportunities. 
Mix business with pleasure, and you’ll make a new and very valuable 
acquaintance.

There is no such thing as a football god, because no football god would suffer Roger Goodell as its mortal representative.
— Chad Finn, Boston.com columnist
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FAMILY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

dropped him off, drove 
to Des Moines for din-
ner, and as soon as we 
sat down to eat, we got 
a phone call from camp 
saying he spiked a fe-
ver. He had an infection. 
So we turned around, 
picked him up, and took 
him to the hospital.”

The chemo treatments 
ended five years ago, and 
in the time since, Sime-
on’s hair has returned, 
and he looks like every 
other 13-year-old. He 
doesn’t have to wear 
shoes with thick soles 
anymore when he goes 
outside; he can finally 
swim in lakes and oceans 
again — and, perhaps 
most importantly, he’s go-
ing to school every day.

“When he finished che-
mo, we didn’t throw a 
party,” Kari Smith said. 
“We were scared, you 
know, because it could 
come back. We didn’t do 
anything.”

Come the night of this 
year’s Big Event, though, 
Simeon will have his par-
ty, complete with a cap 
and gown and a strut 
across the stage in the 
IMU Main Ballroom.

• • •

At last year’s Dance 
Marathon, Simeon’s 
fourth without chemo 
treatments, he watched 
as those who hit the five-
year mark walked across 
the stage during the grad-
uation ceremony. In that 
moment, he let himself 
think big.

“It is going to be differ-
ent,” Simeon said. “Ev-
ery year I’ve gone, I’ve 
watched the graduating 
people walk up on stage, 
but this year, I get to be 
part of that.

“It’s good every year, 
no matter if it’s your first 
year or your last year, but 

graduating is going to be 
a bigger deal.”

The idea of Simeon 
graduating Dance Mara-
thon spawns memories of 
the entire family’s experi-
ence with the Big Event. 
The Smiths often invit-
ed their family reps over 
for dinner to get to know 
them further.

For Simeon, Dance 
Marathon allowed him to 
find others who under-
stood, personally, what he 
was going through. Those 
talks helped a lot, he says.

“Dance Marathon 
helped me the whole way,” 
Simeon said. “I like go-
ing to the events because 
I’m able to see all my 
friends who have similar 
things as me. It’s easier 
to talk with them because 
they’ve had similar things 
happen to them.”

Kari Smith said, “They 
become your family.”

• • •

These days, Simeon on-
ly goes to the doctor once 
a year for a checkup, a 
physical, and to get his 
blood looked at. He gets 
a heart exam every two 
years. In five, he’ll get his 
liver and kidneys checked. 
He’s back to playing out-
side more often with his 
friends — sometimes 
without shoes — and com-
peting in cross-country 
and track and field.

Even more, when he 
tells strangers he had 
leukemia, they produce 
a funny look and ask a 
question his mother loves 
hearing.

“They just look at him 
and say, ‘Really?’ ” Kari 
said. “He doesn’t look any 
different from any other 
kid now.”

And that’s something 
the whole family looks 
forward to saying for the 
rest of his life.

Simeon Smith sits with his family in the IMU on Monday. Aftrer battling cancer, Smith is now back to competing in cross-country and track. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Simeon Smith rests his head on younger sister Rebecca while sitting with his family in the IMU on Monday. Smith will be five years cancer free and will graduate at this year’s Dance 
Marathon. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW
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Young softball team 
on learning curve

Hoerr and Glover 
spark GymHawks

For Iowa softball, winning games will depend on the 
growth of new faces on head coach Marla Looper’s squad.

Iowa gymnasts Sydney Hoerr and Allie Glover turned in strong 
performances over the weekend.

By CHARLIE GREEN
 charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

Coming off a disas-
trous 16-30-1 season, 
a young and inexpe-
rienced Iowa softball 
team has its work cut 
out for it.

But rather than treat 
the team’s seven new-
comers as such, head 
coach Maria Looper han-
dles them no differently 
than her seasoned vets.

“After Day One, 
they're no longer fresh-
men,” Looper said. “As 
soon as you call them 
that, they believe it 
and continue acting 
that way.”

The fresh faces in-
clude freshmen Dan-
iela Chambers, Ash-
ley Yoways, Cheyenne 
Pratt, Daneilla Ibar-
ra, Allie Wood, Sarah 
Kurtz, Angela Schmie-
derer, and transfer Jil-
lian Navarrete.

Inevitably, many of 
the newcomers will be 
counted on to contribute 
immediately.

“There's a chance we 
could have four or five in 
our lineup at one time,” 
Looper said. “They’re go-
ing to be a vital part of 
our program this year.”

The team also returns 
five sophomores, mean-
ing that 13 of the 19 
players on the roster ar-
en’t yet halfway through 
their college careers.

The good news is the 
team has a solid core 
of players with a lot of 
experience, headlined 

by all-everything se-
nior Megan Blank. She 
and others are poised to 
provide essential lead-
ership, which is needed 
if the Hawkeyes want 
to put their struggles in 
the past.

For the Hawks, a 
lead-by-committee ap-
proach may suit the 
team best.

“I and Kara [Misel] 
are captains,” Kaitlyn 
Mullarkey said. “But I 
feel that everyone on 
the team has a voice, 
I think there's a very 
good communication 
flow throughout the 
team, and it helps ev-
erybody out.”

If last season provid-
ed anything, it was an 
opportunity for players 
to grow. Seven start-
ers are back from that 
team. Blank, along with 
juniors Whitney Repole, 
Holly Hoffman, and Er-
in Erickson, and soph-
omores Claire Fritsch 
and Alyssa Navarro 
all started at least 39 
games a year ago.

That doesn’t mean 
Blank and Company 
don’t seem too concerned 
about the prospects of 
playing with so many 
younger teammates.

“We do have a lot of 
newcomers this year,” 
she said. “But ever since 
they came here in the 
fall, they came here with 
an urge that said they 
wanted to be here.”

That urgency will 
be much needed. The 
team’s Big Ten record 

over the past two sea-
sons is 15-29, after going 
16-8 in 2012.

Aside from the three-
time All-Big Ten selec-
tion Blank, Iowa's best 
returning hitter is Re-
pole, who hit .265 in 
2014.

As for pitching, the 
team is desperate 
for answers. Shayla 
Starkenburg enters the 
season with a career 
4-10 record and 5.90 
ERA. Looper has also 
noted the potential with 
Navarrette and Yoways 
on the mound. Other 
than that, only time will 
tell who the staples of 
the rotation and bullpen 
will be.

Fielding will also be 
an area to address, but 
the the veterans are op-
timistic that the fresh-
men will adapt to the 
college game quickly 
and provide the boost Io-
wa needs.

“Based on the fall, the 
newbies have shown 
they’re ready to play,” 
Blank said.

For the potential 
pitcher and infielder 
Yoways, the sooner the 
Hawks get on the field 
the better.

“I'm really looking 
forward to it,” she said. 
“I think as a freshman 
class. we really have that 
spark that’s needed.”

 
Follow @Charls-

Green on Twitter for 
news, updates, and 
analysis about the Iowa 
softball team.

By ALEXANDRIA GRIFFIN
agrffin@uiowa.edu

This past weekend, the 
Iowa women’s gymnas-
tics team was able to fi-
nally earn a win at home 
against Maryland.  

Senior Sydney Hoerr 
and junior Alie Glover 
shone with impressive 
scores that allowed the 
Hawkeyes to take the lead 
and win the meet.

“The strides that were 
made this meet, mental-
ly and physically, made a 
great impact for us today,” 
head coach Larissa Libby 
said. “I am very pleased 
with their performance to-
day and being able to come 
from behind while block-
ing everything out so we 
could pass the opponent.”

The team started off the 
meet behind the Terps in 
the vault but went on to 
take the lead even after 
Hoerr’s fall on bars.

Hoerr has broken two 
career-bests on bars this 
season while being the 
top scorer on bars for her 
team.  However, she land-
ed the lowest score on the 
bars after the fall. 

“The fall somewhat fired 
me up for my events on 
beam and floor,” she said. 
“I was able to shake it off 
and continue on my men-
tality and the confidence I 
have in my skills and the 
skills of my teammates.”

Hoerr was able to post 
the best score on beam 
this season. She also led 
the team on floor with a 
9.900 to win the floor title.

Through her demeanor 

and upbeat energy, Ho-
err was able to score all 
around, posting a 38.600 
from her events.

“I am extremely im-
pressed with Hoerr’s abil-
ity to not only bounce back 
into a steady mindset, but 
also not showing her dis-
appointment to her team-
mates and herself after 
her mistake on bars,” Lib-
by said.

Glover was also able to 
recover from the mistakes 
and demonstrate lead-
ership skills by focusing 
her energy into the events 
and cheering on her team-
mates.

“I always remind myself 
and my teammates that 
our mindset coming into 
meets is about mentality 
and confidence,” she said. 
“Beam is very challenging, 
and to be able to hit those 
big scores for your team is 
really awesome.”

Glover was able to start 
the team off with posting 
a score of 9.800 on vault.  

Even with the Hawkeyes’ 
starting from behind, she 
was able to look past the 
score of the meet, as well 
as the mistakes that were 
being made, and win the 
title on beam.

Her score of a 9.875 was 
a season best.

Even with the win over 
the Terps, as well as notch-
ing personal titles, Hoerr 
and Glover are focused on 
the next meet. 

“We now need to fo-
cus on the details such 
as pointed toes, straight 
arms, and landings in 
order to earn those big 
points that will raise the 
score,” Glover said.

Upperclassmen Glov-
er and Hoerr continue to 
keep the GymHawks fo-
cused on positive energy 
and confidence in their 
performances.

The GymHawks will 
travel to Lincoln, Ne-
braska, on Saturday for 
a meet against Nebraska 
at 6 p.m. 

Iowa gymnast Mollie Drenth celebrates after competing on the bars on Jan. 29 
during the meet against Maryland in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes defeated the 
Terrapins, 195.725-195.275. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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Matthew Loochtan have 
turned a former strong-
point into a liability for 
the Hawkeyes.

On Sunday, with a 

3-point lead over Ohio 
State heading into the fi-
nal rotation, high-bar mis-
takes by Boyle and fresh-
man Austin Hodges nearly 
denied the team a win.

Dobre-Mofid and the 
rest of the lineup picked 
it up and secured the 
victory, a sign that the 
high-bar lineup may be 
turning a corner.

Illinois, Michigan, and 
Penn State all have a 
higher average of points 
on the pommel horse 
and high bar than do 
the Hawks. For Loochtan 
and Company, the events 
simply represent ways to 
gain ground.

“Beating Ohio State 
was the first step to 
many,” Loochtan said. 

“Obviously, we compet-
ed yesterday, and we’re 
out here today working 
out, so it shows you how 
much we care about try-
ing to win.”

Follow @CharlsGreen 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa men’s gymnas-
tics team.

es in her singles match, 
which was the last to finish 
against Northern Iowa.

The freshman’s match 
featured the new 10-point 
tiebreaker rule. Reimchen 
won (6-4, 7-6 [10-8]. The 
rule states that the first 
player in the tiebreaker to 
score 10 points and win by 
2 is the victor.

“It was tough,” she said. 
“It’s always hard play-
ing against another lefty, 
and it was the first time 
I’ve been the last match 
playing while I’ve been 
here. I was nervous, I was 
shaking, but it’s always 
a nice feeling to know 
that your teammates are 
there, shouting for you 
and cheering you on.”

There are other rules 
that have been part of 
an effort to shorten the 
length of matches and 
make college tennis a 
more appealing sport for 
fans to watch.

One of the more contro-
versial rule changes is the 
abandonment of the final 

doubles match in the case 
of one team already hav-
ing a lead of 2-0. Of course, 
this eliminates the third 
match and doesn’t affect 
the team’s record.

With the old format 
and no “clinch” policy, the 
third match would have 
still been played despite 
having no bearing on the 
doubles point in that meet.

Even more, no-ad scor-
ing has been officially im-
plemented. In the past, 
the doubles matches were 
much longer. They were 
played in an eight-game, 
pro-style set with regu-
lar ad-scoring. Matches 
could sometimes last as 
long as four hours. 

“Immediately, the 
matches are going to be 
shorter because you’re 
taking those long deuce 
games out of it,” Hawk-
eye head coach Katie 
Dougherty said. “It’s not 
about luck or chance. It’s 
about stepping up and 
playing that big deuce 
point just like we’ve talk-
ed about all year.”

After experimenting 
with the changes before 
they became official, the 
Hawkeyes said they are 
mostly used to the chang-
es and look forward to 

playing tennis and start-
ing a new season together 
as a team.

Senior Katie Zordani 
and sophomore Aimee Ta-
run seemed more excited 
that it was time to get into 
the format of dual-match 
play. They’re champing 
at the bit to move away 
from the fall, which is less 
team-oriented.

“It’s different than in 
the fall because the fall 
is more individualized 
tournaments,” Zordani 
said. “The spring season 
is all dual matches. Six 
singles and three dou-
bles; in order to win the 
doubles point, you need 
to win two out of three. 
The team thing becomes 
more important.”

And if the 7-0 victory 
over the Panthers is any 
indication, the Hawkeyes 
are adjusting well to the 
format change. However, 
they know they still have 
work to do.

“The format that we’re 
playing in from now un-
til [conference play] also 
has no-ad scoring, which 
has not been the case in 
the past,” Zordani said. 
“So some extra sets in 
practice will help us to 
have an edge on the no-

ad points. Figuring out 
how to better ourselves 
at winning those points 
is going to be crucial for 
the season.”

Follow @joshhicks90 
on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa women’s 
tennis team.

WOMEN’S
TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 10

HOOPS
CONTINUED FROM 10

Iowa’s Morven McCulloch (left) and Anastasia Reimchen dash to receive the ball during the match with Northern Iowa 
in the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on Jan. 31. The Hawkeyes defeated the Panthers, 7-0. (The Daily Iowan/
Peter Kim)

Iowa gymnast Elijah Parsells performs on the pommel horse in Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday. Iowa beat Ohio State and finished second to Oklahoma with a score 
of 428.450. (The Daily Iowan/Courtney Hawkins)

Follow us on 
Twitter 

@DI_Sports_Desk

In those six games, Io-
wa is 2-4 and the wins 
over the Buckeyes both 
came when they shot 42.1 
percent and 38.3 percent.

Before the next section, 
it’s necessary to note only 
three of Iowa’s remaining 
opponents — Indiana, Min-

nesota, and Illinois — are 
in the top half of the league 
in field-goal percentage.

Iowa scheduled oppo-
nents combined record 
— 117-82

The Gophers are on-
ly team Iowa has on the 
remaining schedule that 
it has previously seen. 
The remaining opponents 
are  Michigan, Maryland, 

Northwestern (which Io-
wa plays twice), Rutgers, 
Nebraska, Illinois, Penn 
State, and Indiana. 

As of this writing, on-
ly Maryland is ranked in 
the AP top 25. However, 
that doesn’t mean Iowa 
is in for a breeze. Quite 
the opposite, actually. Of 
those teams, only three 
— Northwestern, Rut-
gers, and Illinois, have 
losing records.

Even though the Big 
Ten isn’t having as 
strong of a year as it has 
had in the past, it’s still 
a grueling conference, 
and with the Hawkeyes 
in a slump and fighting 
for a better seed in the 
Big Ten Tournament, 
these final 10 games 
carry a ton of weight.

And there’s nothing 
guaranteed with these 
opponents.
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By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

With only 10 games remaining before the Big 
Ten Tournament, the Iowa men’s basketball team 
has work to do, particularly defensively. The 
schedule isn’t going to get any easier, and things 
are beginning to hold more and more weight as 
the season draws to a close.

Iowa is riding a three-game losing streak and 
is scheduled to travel to Michigan on Thursday, 
followed by a date with No. 17 Maryland in Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 8.

Jok, Oglesby on defense in Big Ten play
Perhaps exemplified the most in Iowa’s loss to 

Wisconsin on Jan. 31, the Hawkeyes haven’t got-
ten strong production on the defensive end from 

sophomore Peter Jok. This isn’t a surprise — Jok 
has never been labeled a strong defender and is 
on the floor to play well offensively.

However, what could surprise some is how ad-
vanced metrics from basketball-reference.com 
show the difference between Jok’s and Oglesby’s 
defensive production.

Jok’s defensive rating, which estimates the 
number of points allowed per 100 possessions, is 
116.7, while Oglesby’s comes in at 125.7. Even 
more, Oglesby has minus-0.2 defensive win 
shares, while Jok has 0.0.

While some may say Oglesby’s defense wins 
the eye test over Jok’s, the numbers give a differ-
ent perspective on the situation.

Opponent field-goal percentage in Big Ten play 
— 45.4 percent (12th in Big Ten)

For perspective, only two teams — Wisconsin 
and Indiana — have had opponents shoot better 
against them than Iowa’s opponents have shot 
against it.

And as has been a trend all season, Iowa got a 
dose of this against the Big Ten’s best offense in 
Wisconsin last weekend. The Badgers shot 44.2 
percent from the floor, including more than 53 
percent in the first half. 

Part of that is Iowa’s defense, which head coach 
Fran McCaffery said was inconsistent after the 
Wisconsin game, not playing well at some points, 
and some of it is the opponent. 

Iowa has played the Big Ten’s best offenses 
twice — Wisconsin and Ohio State — as well as 
third- and fourth-rated Purdue and Michigan 
State.

By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s gymnastics team 
knows it got a big win over Ohio State 
on Sunday. It also knows that in the 
race for the Big Ten’s top three, it’s 
still on the outside looking in.

“Preseason polls ranked them as 
one of the best in the nation,” assis-
tant coach Ben Ketelsen said. “Being 
able to jump ahead of them at this 
point is fantastic for our guys’ men-
tality going forward in the season.”

  The 428.450- 422.600 victory over 
Ohio State vaulted Iowa one spot 
ahead of the Buckeyes in the rank-
ings, moving up to No. 7.

The Hawkeyes finished behind 
their rivals at both the Big Ten and 
NCAA championships last season. 
What they displayed Sunday is that 
they have firmly established them-
selves as one of the Big Ten’s top-five 
teams.

The coaching staff has maintained 
the expectation of reaching the podi-
um at the Big Ten championships on 
March 27-28.

To do that, the team will need to 
keep plugging away. Michigan, Penn 
State, and Illinois make up three of 
the top-five teams in the country, 
and all three average more points 
per meet than Iowa has through its 
first three.

“Other than Oklahoma and Stan-
ford, the top teams are in the Big 
Ten,” Ketelsen said. “We’ve got a lot 

of work cut out for us going forward, 
starting with Illinois next weekend.”

The showdown with No. 4 Illinois 
on Saturday will be the Hawks’ next 
big challenge. With less than a week 
to prepare, they are zoning in on 
what they need to improve.

“It’s further refining those skills 
that we get a 0.3 or 0.5 deductions 
on,” sophomore Cory Paterson said. 
“We try to perfect those little things, 
hit the routines, and keep doing what 
we’re doing.”

The ‘little” things have created 

big problems for Iowa. The team has 
been dreadful on the pommel horse, 
averaging a lowly 68.317 — its worst 
in any event. If it weren’t for the stel-
lar performance of junior specialist 
Doug Sullivan this season (he posted 
a season-high 15.000 Sunday), that 
score would be even worse.

The struggles in a loaded high-
bar lineup have been puzzling. Un-
characteristic mistakes from juniors 
Jack Boyle, Cyrus Dobre-Mofid, and 

SPORTS
DAILYIOWAN.COMFOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESKTUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2015

Hawk hoops defense lacking

Wisconsin’s Sam Dekker shoots over Iowa’s Josh Oglesby in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 31. Dekker scored 11 points and had 2 steals as Wisconsin beat Iowa, 74-63. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

New rules 
don’t faze 
Hawks

Men’s gymnastics seeks to keep rolling
The Hawkeyes know where they stand after beating Ohio State – still behind the Big Ten’s top-
three teams.

SEE MEN’S GYMNASITCS, 10

By JOSH HICKS
josh-hicks@uiowa.edu

After a number of experimental 
rule-changes were toyed around 
with in the spring of 2014 and no-
ad scoring was implemented in the 
fall of that year, the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association 
has finalized its rules 
for the spring 2015 
season, which became 
effective on Jan. 1. 
That does come with 
a caveat, however; the 
rules will revert to 
the previous format 
in conference play.

And after only one 
match in the spring season, the Io-
wa women’s tennis team has expe-
rienced a change firsthand.

On Jan. 31, Iowa’s Anastasia Reim-
chen experienced one of the rule chang-

SEE WOMEN’S TENNIS, 10

The Iowa men’s basketball team has only 10 games remaining in the regular season.

SEE HOOPS, 10

Iowa junior Cyrus Dobre-Mofid performs on the parallel bars in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated 
Illinois-Chicago in their home-opener, 428.600 to 398.600. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

The Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association has implemented 
a variety of rule changes 
for nonconference play this 
spring.

Dougherty
head coach

THE BOX SCORE
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