
By ALYSSA GUZMAN
alyssa-guzman@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa rhetoric Associ-
ate Professor Takis Poulakos — a na-
tive of Greece — views the recent po-
litical changes in the recent election 
as “a glimmer of hope” for Greece.

Poulakos and other Greek natives 
at the UI look at election results with 
hope. In the election, Alexis Tsipras 
became Greece’s new prime minister. 
Tsipras’ victory also means good news 
for supporters of Syriza, a left-wing 
party that has promised to ease the 
burden of Greece’s debt. 

“This new party is not run by one 
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By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

WASHINGTON — No matter the weather, Rep. Dave 
Loebsack, D-Iowa, walks to work every day, the mile 
from his apartment toward his office at Longworth 
House Office Building in Washington, D.C.

“The other day it was really cold; it was like 10 de-
grees, and folks were complaining a lot, and my re-
sponse was, ‘You should walk a mile in my shoes,’ ” 
Loebsack said earlier this month.

The 62-year-old, who met with The Daily Iowan on 
Jan. 13, is serving his fourth term for Iowa’s 2nd Con-
gressional District; he is the only Democrat represent-
ing the state in Congress.

In the early 2000s, specifically after the 2002 and the 
2004 elections, there was only one Democrat represent-
ing Iowa in the House of Representatives. But Demo-

crat Tom Harkin was still in the Senate. 
Fast forward 10 years, and that setup has re-

turned — with one catch.
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Sole Democrat Loebsack keeps his balance

SEE GREEKS, 3

SEE LOEBSACK, 3

Rep. Dave Loebsack sits in his office in the Longworth House Building in Washington, D.C. Iowa’s lone Dem-
ocrat in Congress has been approached by Iowans throughout the state seeking representation. (The Daily 
Iowan/Quentin Misiag)

Greeks 
applaud 
election

No love lost

By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

In a recent Minneapolis Star-Tribune column, Min-
nesota’s Logan Storley talked about the other 
174-pounders in the Big Ten. He called Nebraska’s 
Robert Kokesh “one of my good friends” and said 

Penn State’s Matt Brown “seems like a good guy, too.”
Then he was asked about Iowa’s Mike Evans. Writer 

Patrick Reusse said Storley smiled slightly, and said, 
“That’s a different story.”

In tonight’s dual between Iowa and Minnesota, the 
100th in their storied history, no other individual 
match has garnered as much hype as the one at 174 
pounds between Evans and Storley. In a rivalry that 
produces a potent hatred, the Evans-Storley matchup 
might best personify everything great about this battle 
of college-wrestling titans.

Storley, ranked fourth at 174 by Flowrestling, owns 
a 3-1 all-time series advantage over Evans, who is 
ranked second. All three wins came during the 2012-13 
season by margins of 1, 2, and 1 points. Evans won the 
lone matchup last season, a 2-1 overtime win with the 
help of a rideout.

“All of them have been close,” Evans said. “All of them 
have been a fight. I don’t know. That’s about all I can 
say about it. He’s come out three times, by the skin of 

his teeth. I came out once by the skin of my teeth. It’s 
going to be a dogfight again.

“Either way, I’ve got to put him down.”
Each match has been different, of course, but the 

fifth edition of Evans-Storley will likely carry more 
weight than usual.

Tonight’s dual, billed as a legitimate fight — Iowa 
coach Tom Brands said Minnesota submitted, not prob-
ables but a “match card” — is arguably the most-antici-
pated dual of the college-wrestling season so far, if only 
because it’s a battle of the top two teams in the land 
(Iowa is No. 1 by Flowrestling, and Minnesota is No. 2).

As such, every match is that much more crucial for 
both sides, and 174, labeled a swing match by many, 
could play a huge role in how the dual is decided.

Iowa 174-pounder Mike Evans wrestles Minnesota’s Logan Storley during the quarterfinals of the NCAA championships at Wells Fargo Arena on March 22, 2013, in Des Moines. Storley 
won, 3-2. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

SEE WRESTLING, 3

Bringing 
on the 
smiles
By DORA GROTE
dora-grote@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa House Staff Fel-
low Beeling Armijo spends her days 
and nights thinking about the chil-
dren she cares for in the UI Hospi-
tals and Clinics. But when the days 
get long, the hours get tough, and her 
life gets stressed, she only needs one 
thing to make it “all OK.”

A hug.
That warm embrace from a child 

battling cancer is the moment that 
reinforces her passion and decision 
to be a caretaker, said the Dance 
Marathon pediatric oncology fellow.

“You can always page me out of 

SEE EVENT, 3
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Returning to Congress

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative visited Washington, D.C., 
earlier this month to meet with Iowa’s congressional delegation. Profiles 
of those representatives will appear in print and online at dailyiowanepi.

com over the next two weeks.

Wednesday: Sen. Chuck Grassley
Thursday: Rep. Steve King

Today: Rep. Dave Loebsack 

RETURNING TO CONGRESS

Mike Evans and Logan Storley don’t really like each other, which makes their 
matchup at 174 pounds tonight very, very intriguing.

No. 1 Iowa vs. No. 2 Minnesota

Where: Williams Arena, in Minneapolis
When: 6 p.m. today

Watch: Big Ten Network
Follow: @codygoodwin, @JordyHansen, @DI_Sports_Desk

RETURNING TO CONGRESS

WRESTLING VS. MINNESOTA 
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

EVENT
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Harkin retired from his 
seat, leaving Loebsack as 
the sole Democrat speaking 
for the state in Congress.

“There’s no doubt that 
a lot of folks have been in 
touch with me from other 
parts of the state, and they 
do want me to play a bigger 
role than what I’ve had in 
the past in terms of state-
wide presence,” the Iowa 
City resident said. 

From growing up in Sioux 
City to residing in Ames 
while he went to school at 
Iowa State University to 
settling down in Iowa City, 

Loebsack said he has got-
ten to know a lot of people 
across district lines.

Loebsack is a native Io-
wan and has just the office 
to prove it.

Flags of universities and 
colleges line the walls of his 
office waiting room: Iowa 
State University, University 
of Northern Iowa, and Kirk-
wood Community College 
were just a few. 

By his desk, he keeps 
a chair that was given to 
him by Cornell College 
after serving for many 
years as a professor (now 
professor emeritus).

“Let’s just say I feel very 
comfortable communicat-
ing with folks around the 
state of Iowa, and getting 

around the state of Iowa, 
and doing what I can to 
help the state of Iowa,” he 
said, noting that he has also 
received letters and emails 
from people outside the 2nd 
Congressional District.

Kyle Kondik, the manag-
ing editor of Sabato’s Crys-
tal Ball at the University of 
Virginia Center for Politics, 
said because Iowa’s districts 
are similar agricultural-
ly, economically, and even 
in size, that it is easier for 
Loebsack to have support-
ers all around the state.

“In advocating for his dis-
trict, he may indirectly be 
advocating for the other part 
of the state because they are 
kind of the same size and 
are not too different,” Kon-

dik said. “They are all fairly 
similar, which isn’t the case 
in some other states.”

Webster County Demo-
crats head Julie Geopfert 
said she was disappointed 
with the outcome of the 
midterm elections. But 
she said she knows that 
if there was an issue she 
had, she could reach out 
to “Dave.”

“He would listen to any-
body in the state,” she said. 
“I just hope he stands up for 
himself and makes himself 
heard until he can get some 
buddies back.”

Despite Iowans reach-
ing out to Loebsack, Kon-
dik said, it’s not Loebsa-
ck’s responsibility to keep 
others satisfied.

Recently, he voted in favor 
of the Keystone XL pipeline 
bill, making him one of 28 
Democrats in favor of it. The 
bill was approved by the 
Senate Thursday afternoon, 
with nine Democrats joining 
the Repubicans in favor of it.

“It’s Loebsack’s job to 
keep his constituents happy 
and represent his own con-
stituents. He’s not responsi-
ble for the other three dis-
tricts,” Kondik said, noting 
that with both Harkin and 
former Rep. Bruce Braley 
gone, Loebsack’s position in 
Iowa has been elevated, and 
he will keep that in mind.

Though he now has 
a larger undertaking, 
Loebsack said, he would 
continue to work as he al-

ways had — by trying to 
listen to both Democrats 
and Republicans.

Even now, he is adding 
to his list of friends — 
which includes Republi-
cans North Carolina Rep. 
Walter Jones and former 
Georgia Rep. Jack Kings-
ton, among others — by 
welcoming newly elected 
Rep. David Young, R-Iowa.

“That’s got to be the 
start, sit down and talk 
to one another, hear each 
other out, and then go 
from there as best we 
can,” he said. “I’ve done 
this since I’ve got into of-
fice, because that’s what 
I knew people in my dis-
trict wanted me to do. So 
for me, it’s not a tall task.”

“I like a little extra pres-
sure, a little extra incentive 
to get up,” Evans said. “But 
it’s Minnesota. How much 
incentive do you need?”

For Evans, who’s 18-0 

this season, his approach 
never changes from match 
to match. The senior said 
he always walks on the 
mat with confidence, but 
he knows it will take next-
to-zero mistakes if he’s 
to beat Storley for a sec-
ond-straight time.

“He’s mat-savvy. He’s 
slick. He’s an oppor-

tunist, and that makes 
those kinds of guys hard 
to wrestle,” Evans said. 
“Those kinds of guys, you 
really have to pick up your 
pace and put them down, 
and put them down every 
chance you get. Otherwise, 
he’ll bounce back.”

Brands knows this 
matchup is important to 

Evans from a personal 
standpoint, but it also has 
implications that are big-
ger than just whether the 
winner continues on the 
path toward an undefeat-
ed season in duals. This 
match could help with 
seeding when the Big Ten 
and NCAA championships 
roll around come March.

“A lot of good matchups, 
but we believe in our guys,” 
Brands said. “It’s a big 
match, 174. For them, too. 
We’ve got a guy there that 
likes to back up the hype.”

And what exactly does it 
mean to back up the hype?

“Look at it this way,” Ev-
ans said. “We’re going to go 
into their arena, and we’re 

going to hear a bunch of 
boos, we’re going to hear a 
huge crowd, and then we’re 
going to shut them up.

“Ain’t nothing better 
than that.”

Follow @codygoodwin 
on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa wrestling team.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

whatever I’m doing if you 
want to give me a hug,” 
Armijo told a family whose 
little girl “just wanted a hug” 
after spending all weekend 
in the hospital.

Each year, Dance Mar-
athon funds 50 percent of 
a pediatric oncology fellow 
during her or his second 
year of a three-year rota-
tion, and starting next year, 
Dance Marathon has agreed 
to fund a second fellow. 

“Many of the research 
projects that we fund come 

from past Dance Mara-
thon fellows, so providing 
for this position allows 
the Children’s Hospital to 
gain valuable research and 
physicians who benefit the 
children and families that 
Dance Marathon supports,” 
said Drake Wilbur, Dance 
Marathon’s public relations 
and marketing director.

The fellows are physi-
cians who have trained as 
pediatricians but have de-
cided they want to special-
ize in pediatric oncology. 
They team with a supervis-
ing physician and become 
responsible for the manage-
ment and care of their pri-
mary patients. The fellows 

develop relationships with 
the families and become 
very important to them, said 
Mary Schlapkohl, a UIHC 
53-year-old advanced reg-
istered nurse practitioner 
who provides guidance and 
assistance to the fellows.

Over the years, the pro-
gram has expanded into a 
structured and comprehen-
sive fellowship to keep up 
to date with the current re-
search and care of children 
with cancer. 

“These fellows are the fu-
ture clinicians and research-
ers who will continue to care 
for children with cancer,” 
Schlapkohl said. “Bee goes 
above and beyond in caring 

for her patients and is ex-
tremely thorough in making 
sure her patients receive the 
best care possible.”

Armijo spends her days 
meeting with anywhere 
from nine to 20 families, and 
those interactions are one 
focus of her research.

A large part of her re-
search focuses on medical 
education — learning how 
to improve the patient and 
family experience when 
they are diagnosed with 
cancer. She wants to find 
better methods of teaching 
families and patients about 
their disease and ensur-
ing they feel empowered, 
well-informed, and comfort-

able with their decisions 
during their journey. 

“It’s very important to 
me to be able to provide in-
formation to families and 
have them be able to un-
derstand it,” Armijo said. 
“You still have to discuss 
treatment plans, and it 
can’t just be understand-
able among physicians, it 
has to be able to be under-
standable to the families.”

The 33-year-old said 
that in the initial visit, she 
bonds and develops trust 
with the families, so she 
wants to find ways to make 
the first meeting better.  

Armijo loves seeing the 
children in the hospital light 

up when Dance Marathon 
brings them fun things to 
play with, such as dress-
up hats, or sometimes just 
hanging out. She spoke at 
the Dance Marathon Can-
cer Forum in December, in 
which which she told Dance 
Marathon participants that 
their efforts also affect the 
doctors as well as patients. 

“Dance Marathon takes 
you in, not just the fami-
lies but the physicians, too, 
whether you realize it or 
not,” Armijo said, fighting 
back tears. “I want to say 
thank you to Dance Mar-
athon. I feel bad that they 
don’t get to see some of the 
smiles they cause.”

GREEKS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

of those families that have 
been power for so many 
years,” Poulakos said.  

UI graduate student Litsa 
Cheimariou is also pleased 
with Tsipras’ election.

“I think Alexis Tsipras 
is very capable to change 
things not only in Greece 
but also in Europe,” Chei-
mariou said. “It’s the first 
time in recent Greek his-
tory that a left-wing party 
gained power. It’s a change 
and a unique chance.”

Since Greece joined 
other European nations 
and adopted the euro as 
the country’s currency in 
2001, it has faced signifi-
cant debt. 

“Greece did benefit 
from the euro because of a 
much lower interest rate,” 

said John Conybeare, a UI 
professor of political sci-
ence. “[But then they] act-
ed like a 10-year-old with 
a credit card and went 
crazy with spending.”

As a result, Greece was 
unable to pay all of its debt 
to other European countries.

Since then, the govern-
ment has not been able to 
bail Greece out of the cri-
sis. Instead, the people of 
Greece have been taxed 
to pay back the money 
that was spent. 

“The money comes out 
of people’s paychecks,” 
Poulakos said. “There are 
cuts on top of cuts. There 
are more suicides in 
Greece right now than in 
Scandinavian countries. 
It’s a huge shift from how 
things used to be. Every-
one hopes the new gov-
ernment can renegotiate 
some of these terrible 
terms to repay this debt.” 

Tsipras has said 
Greece is insisting on 
seeking forgiveness for 
most of the country’s 
debt. He also hopes to 
achieve balanced pri-
mary budgets, which 
include debt-servicing 
costs, the Associated 
Press has reported.

Conybeare said he be-
lieves the new government 
will first produce negative 
effects before it can pro-
duce positive ones.

“Greece will be forced 
off the euro, which will 
cause short-term finan-
cial chaos,” he said. “But 
in the long run, they’ll 
be better off in their 
own currency.”

Effie Kapnoula, a UI 
Ph.D. student who has been 
in the United States for five 
years, said Greece’s econom-
ic crisis has affected her by 
forcing her to make sacrific-
es involving her career.

“My goal was to return 
back to Greece after I am 
done,” she said. “I still 
want to go back; howev-
er, due to Greece’s cur-
rent economic situation, 
this seems very diffi-
cult. To give an example, 
if the impossible hap-
pened and I was offered 
a lecturer position in a 
well-respected Greek 
university, I would still 
get a smaller salary than 
what I currently get as a 
part-time graduate stu-
dent at the UI.”

Cheimariou, who has 
been in America for four 
years to work on a Ph.D., 
faces similar hardships, 
because her ultimate 
goal is to go back to 
Greece and work there. 

“Every time I went 
back to Greece during 
the last four years, every-
one was depressed, and 
unhappy, and poor,” she 
said. “There were no jobs 
and no hope for anything. 
It is really hard, being 
so far away, to see your 
loved ones suffer and not 

knowing when you will 
be able to return.”

Because of the economic 
suffering, Poulakos said, 
the people of Greece are 
numb, and had the pre-
vious government been 
re-elected, Greece would 
have no hope. 

“If things can change 
for Greece, it means they 
can change for Europe or 
even globally,” Cheimari-
ou said “After all, the fight 
against unreasonable eco-
nomic policies and injus-
tice is a universal cause.”



Wasteful 
spending in 
School Distric t 
security

Did your school spend about 
$10,000 per year on security? 
The chief operator of the School 
District says the district spends 
about $10,000 per year on 
security at every school. Schools 
could be funded for other proj-
ects with this money. Instead, 
it just takes away from funding. 
Also, security is distracting 
and inefficient and hurts the 
students’ experience. Addition-
ally, schools should use money 
on education instead of security 
because it wastes the schools’ 
money for other projects.

At  both junior  highs, 
seventh- grade footbal l  and 
seventh- grade world language 
have been cut.  Cit y  High also 
lost  6 .5  cer t i f ied staff  posi-
t ions in  last  spring’s  budget 
cuts.  But  schools  think they 
can afford $10,000 on securit y.

Security is inefficient and 
distracting. As parents and 
students enter the building, 
they have to buzz the intercom 
to enter.  Eli  Rummelhar t says, 
“I  rather be playing a spor t I 
love than have security.” Some 
parents feel less welcome to go 
into the schools.  Most students 
hate it  and think it  feels l ike a 
prison and takes away privac y.

Schools  elsewhere don’t 
have much securit y;  this 
means they have more money 
to spend on education.

People might say,  “ It ’s 
wor th it  to  be safe.” They think 
that  cameras and fences wil l 
keep people out.  People say,  “ I 
want GOOD education;  cameras 
don’t  do anything.

With classes  and jobs being 
taken away,  parents  do not 
feel  welcome at  the schools. 
Budget cuts  should come from 
securit y  instead of  education.

—Max Parker

Reimburse 
graduate -student 
fees

I  am writing this brief note 
as par t of a larger petition 
launched by COGS to state that 
I  fully suppor t the movement 
to reimburse graduate and 
teaching assistants for their 
student fees. I  am personally 
responsible for instructing 
70 students at the University 
of Iowa in two courses this 
semester,  both of which I 
designed and lead solely on my 
own. It ’s a heck of a lot of work, 
and while I  don’t do it  for the 
money, I  feel I  shouldn’t have 
to pay the university given how 
much I  contribute to it  through 
my time and effor ts.  I  know 
many others at this level work 

just as hard and even harder, 
and I’m hopeful this petition 
leads to a reduction in what we 
have to pay to the institution 
we work ver y hard for,  leading 
to its success.

Thanks for  your  t ime.
—Brian Triplett

To read the rest  of  the 
letters  on reimbursing 
gradua te student fees,  visit 
dail yiowan.com/opinions

Refuse to 
recognize 
Russia’s  Crimea 
annexation

I  would l ike to express  my 
suppor t  for  the HR 93 Cr imea 
Annexation Non-recognit ion 
Ac t  recently  introduced in the 
House by Rep.  Gerald Connolly.

HR 93 makes a  statement 
of  pol ic y  — that  i t  is  the 
pol ic y  of  the United States 
not  to recognize the de jure 
or  de fac to sovereignt y of 
the Russian Federation over 
Cr imea,  i ts  airspace,  or  i ts 
terr itor ial  waters.  Addit ional ly, 
HR 93 states  a  prohibit ion:  no 
federal  depar tment or  agenc y 
may take any ac t ion or  ex tend 
any assistance that  recognizes 
or  implies  recognit ion of  the 
de jure or  de fac to sovereignt y 
of  the Russian Federation over 

Cr imea,  i ts  airspace,  or  i ts 
terr itor ial  waters.

My only strong advice is to 
add other Russia-inspired con-
flicts to the list and not limit HR 
93 to only Crimea. Because it all 
started with the Russian-backed 
aggression by Armenia against 
Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh region, continued with 
Russian-backed separatism in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia 
regions of Georgia, and Transn-
istria region of Moldova. They all 
happened long before Crimea. 
Then came puppet “separat-
ists” of the “Donetsk People’s 
Republic” and “Lugansk People’s 
Republic.”

The str iking s imilar it y  of 
these puppet regimes and 
the so - cal led “Nagorno -Kara-
bakh republic ” that  Armenia 
sustains  with Russian help 
on the terr itor y of  A zerbai jan 
comes as  l i tt le  surprise.  In 
essence,  the scr ipt  of  Rus-
sian-sponsored separatism has 
been the same over  the past 
t wo decades — tac tics  and 
operations change and adjust, 
but  overarching strategy is 
that  of  permanent chaos and 
dependence on Russia.

HR 93 has a  long way ahead 
of  i t.  I t  is  not  too late to 
expand that  bi l l,  which wil l 
strengthen it  and garner  more 
suppor t  and enthusiasm from 
many more stakeholders.

—Agshin Taghiyev

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Sexual assault on col-
lege campuses across the 
country continues to be a 
pervasive problem, leaving 
institutions of higher learn-
ing, law enforcement, and 
the general public at a loss 
for viable solutions. Several 
states, including New York 
and Virginia, are making 
hard pushes to implement 
substantial changes to ex-
isting legislation in regards 
to how sexual assault is 
defined and handled by col-
leges and universities.

Lawmakers in Virginia 
are making a rather aggres-
sive approach to addressing 
sexual assault on campus-
es by proposing legislation 
that would require colleges 
and universities to report 
incidents of alleged sexual 
assault to law enforcement 
as opposed to handling the 
situation internally. 

The legislation being lob-
bied for by New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo is primar-
ily focused on making the 
definition of sexual assault 
tangible and indisputable, 
which would help to ad-
dress the cracks in legis-
lation and procedure that 
allegations of misconduct 
can often slip through. 
While these measures 
clearly demonstrate 
good intentions, they 
fail to take into account 
the very human side of 
this issue that cannot be 
addressed by top-down 
changes to bureaucracy.

Interwoven in this 
rampant problem are the 
self-interest of college and 
universities that would 
rather not be placed in the 
public eye for the failure to 
address sexual misconduct 
and the distrust of victims 
who feel as though the 
system will ultimately fail 
them. Forcing victims of 
sexual assault to involve 
outside law enforcement 
puts them in a position that 
mandates faith in a system 

that has demonstrated 
time and time again an in-
ability to handle such mat-
ters. That said, the efforts 
of these lawmakers are 
unquestionably well-inten-
tioned, but these kind of 
responsive measures show 
that too much expectation 
is placed on bureaucracy 
and not the people.

I believe that with any 
ubiquitous issue of nation-
al concern, our first instinct 
is to look up to the next 
rung on the ladder of pow-
er for the grand, sweeping 
motion that will solve our 
problems. Whether it is a 
new law or equally sub-
stantial policy change, we 
look to the bureaucracy to 
say “we’ve acknowledged 
the problem, and this is 
what we’re doing about 
it.” Once the problem has 
been brought to our at-
tention, we want to see it 
solved immediately. 

A law can only outline 
desired behavior and the 
subsequent punishment 
for deviating from said 
behavior, and even this 
requires the power of the 
majority. What we expect of 
each other dictates law and 
not the other way around.

I have not been a victim 
of sexual assault, but it has 
proven to be an inescapable 
reality for those around 
me. What I have seen is 
distrust and general appre-
hension toward the insti-
tutions put in place to help 
victims and combat rape 
culture. When faced with 
the despair such incidents 
bring into people’s lives, I, 
too, have felt a desire to see 
lawmakers throw a giant 
Band-Aid over college cam-
puses across the country. I 
just wish I believed that it 
would change something.

It is not my place to crit-
icize the work of those who 
truly have a vested interest 
in making positive change. 
While I may not see it as an 
ideal solution, I cannot de-
ny it is a step toward one. 
The problem that needs to 
be addressed here does not 
lie in the text of legislation. 
It lives in individual action 
estranged from human 
decency and fear of repri-
sal, and I don’t know how 
one can combat that with 
words on paper.
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Seventeen-year-old 
transgender person 
Leelah Alcorn, born 
Joshua, committed 
suicide Dec. 28, 2014, 
citing her parents’ un-
accepting views as a 
reason for her action 
in a suicide note. This 
note, which she post-
ed on her Tumblr blog, 
soon went viral. This 
event has sparked a 
worldwide movement 
to honor Alcorn by 
pushing for a more ac-
cepting view of trans-
gender people. 

In particular, a peti-
tion has been started 
on Change.org to intro-
duce a law that would 

ban conversion therapy 
nationwide. Conversion 
therapy is a treatment 
that is aimed to change 
someone’s sexual orien-
tation or gender iden-
tity. As of right now, 
every major medical or-
ganization in the Unit-
ed States has issued 
statements denouncing 
the practice as unsuc-
cessful and harmful. 
However, only New Jer-
sey and California have 
laws against it.

According to her sui-
cide note, Alcorn’s par-
ents had made her at-
tend conversion therapy. 
However, since the note 
has gone viral, Tim Tripp, 
the minister involved in 
counseling the Alcorns, 
denies ever having used 
conversion therapy. Re-
gardless of whether Al-
corn received conversion 
therapy, now is as good a 
time as ever to outlaw it. 

Another effect of the 
wide media coverage 

Alcorn’s life and death 
has received is that ma-
ny people have taken 
this as an opportunity 
to talk about their be-
liefs that homosexuali-
ty is a sin. The failure 
of their argument is not 
in what the Bible says 
on homosexuality but 
that sexual orientation 
and gender identity are 
two completely differ-
ent things, something 
people need to begin to 
understand. Someone 
who is born with male 
genitalia can identify 
as female and be inter-
ested in females. Those 
that aren’t aware of 
these facts need to stop 
conflating sexual orien-
tation and identity. 

Alcorn’s suicide note 
ended by saying “My 
death needs to mean 
something. … Fix soci-
ety. Please.” Even as a 
single person in this gi-
ant world, someone can 
still make a difference. 

Start by being aware 
of transgender people 
and the struggles they 
live through on a dai-
ly basis. Stop making 
fun of people just be-
cause their appearance 
doesn’t fit into one of 
the narrow categories. 
Even if a transgender 
person does not over-
hear remarks, you are 
contributing to a cul-
ture of nonacceptance 
and fear, one that con-
tributed to Alcorn’s 
death. You wouldn’t 
make a racist joke when 
around other people in 
public (well, at least I 
should hope you would 
not), so why make a joke 
about something else 
people have no choice 
over? And if you believe 
people do have a choice 
as to what gender they 
identify as, that is still 
no reason to shame 
something about some-
one that is not harming 
anyone else. 

Hannah Soyer
hannah-soyer@uiowa.edu

Opening up acceptance

Reaction to Netanyahu untenable

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COLUMN

Israeli-U.S. relations reached a new low after 
Obama’s refusal to meet with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. As the lead-

er of an extremely fragile negotiation with Iran 
regarding nuclear weapons, Obama is in a precar-
ious position. Discussing further action against 
Iran would damage the U.S. diplomatic power 
in the region, and action is exactly what Israel 
sought to discuss.

 Yet House Speaker John Boehner’s decision to 
usurp the diplomatic duties of the executive branch 
by inviting the Israeli prime minister to speak in 
the States was disrespectful at best. A blatant disre-
gard for political structure and intentional pighead-
edness does not paint a promising future for Capitol 
Hill in the coming years, and the feud over this par-
ticular incident seems to be heating up.

 Boehner lacks the capability to aid Israel or to 
help establish the United States as a dependable 
diplomatic presence on a global scale. Instead, he 
exploited an extremely delicate situation to fur-
ther his political goals. Obama had reason to post-
pone any talks of embargo on Iran, even if his tact 
in doing so leaves much to be desired and the offi-
cial justification for doing so is suspect. However, 
Boehner appears to be neither willing to work with 
the White House nor a true friend to Israel. 

 The executive branch is tasked with diploma-
cy, yet the congressional branch has intervened. 
Instead of productive discussion and cooperation, 
the United States has once again displayed its pet-
ty infighting on the world stage. This time, it is 
thanks to the speaker.

Internal turmoil is a much more potent threat 
to the country than any foreign power. The Unit-

ed States is a behemoth, but without coordination, 
mutual respect, and adherence to tradition and 
law, it devolves to a lumbering giant, blind and in-
capable of true leadership.

That is not to say the president is making good 
decisions in the Israeli-U.S. relationship. The ad-
ministration claims it is policy not to meet with 
officials during re-election campaigns, yet Obama 
met with British Prime Minister David Cameron, 
who is also running for re-election, just last week. 
Obama’s refusal to meet with Netanyahu in this 
context seems intended as a snub, and both con-
gressional Republicans and Democrats have inter-
preted it as such. 

 Israel is understandably threatened by Iran, 
a nation whose aggression with its neighbors is 
well-documented. Our relationship with Israel is 
an important one. Right now is not the time to an-
tagonize Iran, however. The future of nuclear pow-
er and possible weaponry in Iran is on the table. 
There is no room for throwing one another under 
buses or pulling cheap political tricks. How can we 
possibly hope to achieve cooperation in the Middle 
East if our own government is so uncooperative? 

 The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes Boeh-
ner shouldn’t have intentionally thrown a wrench 
into the U.S. diplomatic process, however misguid-
ed Obama’s decision to refuse a sit-down with Ne-
tanyahu was. Cooperation and communication are 
essential to any relationship, and any government. 
Boehner has turned Israel’s problems into a polit-
ical gambit, while Obama seems to think it best to 
sit this discussion out. Looking forward, less in-
fighting and more discourse will be needed in order 
to regain the U.S. image in the international eye.
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WHITE
CONTINUED FROM 8

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

DIXON 
CONTINUED FROM 8

GYMNASTICS
CONTINUED FROM 8

only returner, the position 
looks to be fairly wide open.

“I’m really looking 
forward to the opportu-
nity to work with Coach 
Looper — she’s given me 
a lot of tips and tricks, 
and I think I’ve improved 
a lot,” Yoways said. “I’m 
really excited to get out 
on the field and show 
what I have.”

Gyerman back
Eleven games into last 

season, outfielder Sam-
mi Gyerman suffered an 
injury and missed the 
rest of the year.

While any injury is bad, 
Gyerman was starting to 
come into her own as a play-
er — she was hiting .296 
with 2 triples to go along 
with solid fielding.

After she was granted 
a medical redshirt for 
last season, she’s back 
healthy and ready to con-
tribute this season.

“It’s great to be back; 
everyone knows that 
coming off injuries is 
something to overcome, 
but it’s great being 
back with my team,” 
she said. “Sitting on the 
sidelines is certainly 
not something I want-
ed to do any of my four 
years, but it’s great to 
be back, I’m excited.”

Both teams had vast 
improvements in their 
second meets of the 
season. The Hawkeyes 
jumped from 414.00 at 
the Windy City Invita-
tional to 428.60 on Jan. 24 
against Illinois-Chicago.

“It gives us a lot of con-
fidence,” senior William 
Albert said. “There’s still 
room for improvement, but 
we’re remembering to han-
dle competition the same 
as we handle practice.”

Ohio State experi-
enced an even better 
jump in points, jumping 
up to 431.70 in their Jan. 
24 loss to Illinois.

An Ohio native, assis-
tant coach Ben Ketelsen 
has his eyes set on beat-
ing the Buckeyes.

“I’m from Ohio, so I re-
ally want to beat them,” 
he said. “And it just so 
happens they’re one spot 
ahead of us in the rank-
ings. I think all the ath-
letes will think about that 
going into the meet.”

Oklahoma comes into the 
meet as the top team in the 
nation. The Sooners didn’t 
see improvement from their 
first meet to their second 
in terms of point total. In-
stead, they posted more than 
440.00 in both of their meets.

The Sooners are deep 
and dangerous on every 
event, averaging at least 
72.150 on all six. Iowa, on 
the other hand, only aver-

ages better than that on 
the vault, at 72.300.

“Oklahoma’s going to be a 
hard one to catch if they hit 
routines, which they seem to 
do consistently,” Reive said.

Currently sitting at No. 
8 nationally, Iowa wants a 
strong performance to vault 
them into the top five. Aside 
from the Buckeyes, Mich-
igan and California also 
stand in the Hawkeyes’ way.

But for now, the team is fo-
cused on turning in a strong 
performance on Feb. 1 and 
not counting on the Oklaho-
ma or Ohio State to help.

“It’s not a negative chal-
lenge when you have to 
face the top team in the 
country,” Reive said. “It’s 
super fun, and it’s an op-
portunity to showcase the 
work that we’re doing.”

Iowa guard Melissa Dixon prepares to shoot a free throw during the Iowa-Michigan game in Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Jan. 22. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

more than 6-6. If Uhl 
starts, Iowa loses vir-
tually nothing height-
wise, but does lose ex-
perience in the starting 
lineup. If Oglesby starts, 
Iowa loses offensive 
firepower; the senior is 
shooting a measly 27.8 
percent from the field.

With or without 
White, however, Iowa 
still has players who 
can pick up some of the 
slack. Jarrod Uthoff 
led the Hawkeyes with 
12 points last time 
against the Badgers, 
and Mike Gesell took 
over for a stretch in the 
Hawkeyes’ last game, a 
loss at Purdue, scoring 
12-straight points late 
in the game.

“That’s the way he al-
ways played and that’s 

the way I want him to 
play,” McCaffery said. “I 
want him to play with 
that kind of aggressive-
ness offensively. I’ve 
been pleased with him 
and his development.”

While there are ques-
tions surrounding this 
team, there are a few 
things clear, too. And, 
of course, the biggest is 
whether the Hawkeyes 
can put the game in 
Madison in the rear-
view mirror.

“We just had a little 
setback; we’re all ca-
pable of bringing our-
selves right,” Clemmons 
said. “… I think we lost 
so bad that no one will 
remember that. Games 
like that, you just have 
to look at the flaws and 
try to correct them.”

Follow @dannyapayne 
on Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Io-
wa men’s basketball team.
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IOWA MEN’S BASKETBALL 
VS. NO. 5 WISCONSIN 

Saturday is the Black and Gold Spirit game, and 
below is the color designation for each section. 

Those in the student section are 
encouraged to wear gold.

bounds, and 4 assists, with 
Jennings chipping in 16. 
Logic had 12 assists. 

The win moves the 
Hawkeyes to 17-3 over-
all, 8-1 in the Big Ten. 
Standing alone in second 
place, the Hawks will 
travel this weekend for 
their only matchup with 
the first-place Maryland 
(18-2, 9-0) on Feb. 1. 

Led in scoring this 
season by Shatori Walk-
er-Kimbrough, the Ter-
rapins defeated Illinois, 
74-54, on Jan. 18. The 
Illini delivered Iowa its 
only conference loss, 73-
61, on Jan. 8. 

Wa l k e r- K i m b r o u g h 
scores 16.7 points per 
game on 55-percent shoot-

ing, and there is plenty of 
firepower behind the 5-11 
guard. Four players score 
in double figures for the 
only higher-scoring of-
fense in the Big Ten than 
Iowa, including Brionna 
Jones, who also grabs 11.1 
rebounds per contest.

It will be the biggest 

matchup in the Big Ten 
thus far, but coming off the 
road win at Northwestern, 
Dixon and the Hawkeyes 
will be feeling good.

Follow @KyleFMann 
for news, updates, and 
analysis about the Iowa 
women’s basketball team.

Iowa softball head coach Marla Looper talks to the team during softball media day in the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Com-
plex on Thursday. The Hawkeyes’ season will kick off on Feb. 6 in the UNI Dome Tournament. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

GO TO DAILYIOWAN.COM 
FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW 

FROM MEDIA DAY



today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Friday, January 30, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-4 p.m. Joe Goes to College
4-5 p.m. The Jewel Case
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Los Sonidos
7-8 p.m. Community Infrared
10 p.m.- Midnight Global Chill

To know that we know what we know, and to know that we do not know what we 
do not know, that is true knowledge.

— Nicolaus Copernicus

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get together with old friends or col-
leagues. The information you gather will lead to a proposal. Express 
your opinions, listen to the response and positive changes will occur. 
Avoid a problem with institutions by taking care of paperwork swiftly.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Say little; do a lot. Your actions will be 
the best expression of the way you feel. Don’t give in to someone 
making a scene or asking for too much. Moderation will be your best 
course of action. Focus on self-improvement. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Think matters through before taking ac-
tion. Do not share personal information with a colleague or someone 
who could make you look bad or hurt your reputation. A positive 
change at home will give you hope for a new beginning. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Take the initiative to do something dif-
ferent. Being set in your ways will not help you get out of a rut. A day 
trip to a destination that is unfamiliar or culturally different will be 
eye-opening. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If you want things to change, you’ll have to be 
the instigator. Don’t let anyone mislead you or use emotional tactics 
to coerce you into something you don’t want. Don’t feel guilty. Do 
your best to be around positive, upbeat people. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Get out and socialize or spend time with 
the people who make you feel happy. Making a decision that will help 
stabilize your personal life or improve your emotional outlook should 
be put into play. An investment will pay off. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Interacting with people who share your in-
terests will lead to a joint venture. Don’t let indecision hold you back. 
Make travel plans or set up a meeting before you lose momentum. 
Listen and learn, and good fortune will be yours. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You’ve got more to offer than you real-
ize. Step things up a notch and don’t let anyone intimidate you. Use 
actions to express the way you feel and to show everyone what you 
have to offer. Love is on the rise. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Put new effort into your home 
and your personal life. You are best to let your actions speak for you. 
Someone is likely to offer you false information that can lead to a 
poor decision regarding health or beauty matters. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Fix up your place. Revert back to 
something that made you happy when you were growing up. Resur-
rect an old dream and incorporate it back into your life. Don’t limit 
what you can do. Step outside your comfort zone. 3
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Look into doing some renovations 
at home. If you figure out a way to get the job done under budget, 
you’ll impress someone you love and respect. Recognition is heading 
your way. Put time aside to enjoy free time with someone special. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Avoid dealing with individuals who are 
demanding and cause stress. Your health will be compromised if you 
don’t take a break. Secrets will be divulged if you aren’t careful whom 
you share your personal information with. Emotional matters will 
escalate.

Super Bowl XLIX 
Betting Odds

• Idina Menzel will hold a 
single note longer than 10 

seconds at some point during 
the national anthem: 1-2

• There will be a wardrobe 
malfunction at some point 

during Katy Perry’s halftime 
show: 10:1

• There will be a wardrobe 
malfunction at some point 

during Katy Perry’s halftime 
show — on the part of Lenny 

Kravitz: 12-1
• The stadium roof will be 

closed: 1-10
• The Goodyear blimp will 

show aerial views of a closed-
roof stadium: 1-8

• Gisele Bündchen will get 
more camera time than the 

sideline reporter: 10-1
• Gisele Bündchen will be 

shown, at some point, eating 
stadium food: 20-1

• Over/under on the word 
“deflategate”: 25

• There will be a reference 
by the announcers regarding 
what Gisele Bündchen thinks 
about Tom Brady’s balls: 100-1
• A commercial will feature 
something mildly supportive 
or inclusive of other people 
and cultures (a same-sex 

couple, an interracial couple, 
Americans from a variety of 
countries all singing “Amer-
ican the Beutiful” in their 

native languages, etc.), and 
there will small, ignorant, 
vocal minority ridiculously 

upset about it: 100-1
• I’ll be drunk before halftime: 

1-1
Andrew R. Juhl thanks Joe, David, 

and David for contributing to today’s 
Ledge.

• Fulbright Intensive Workshop, 9 a.m.-noon, 
2520 University Capitol Center
• Safe Zone Project Phase II, 10 a.m.-noon, Univer-
sity Services Building Training Room 112
• Archaeology Brown Bag, “Continuity and 
Reinvention at the Dawn of Colonization,” Stephen 
Warren, noon, Office of the State Archaeologist Lab 
• May Session in China: Business & Culture, 1:30 
p.m., S104 Pappajohn Business Building
• Confucius Institute Asian Cook-Off, 6-8 p.m., 
1117 University Capitol Center
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Wapsipinicon Almanac, 
7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 
• Big Hero 6, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater

• Birdman,  8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU
• Falls for Jodie, Workshop Series, 8 p.m., 172 
Theater Building
• 21 Up, Owl of Minerva Theater, 9:30 p.m., 109 EPB
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By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

In a perfect world for the Iowa men’s 
basketball team, Aaron White would be 
100 percent healthy, and the Hawkeyes 
would be at full strength heading into 
their matchup with Wisconsin.

Unfortunately for Iowa, the world 
is not perfect, and the Hawkeyes 
could play the team that beat them by 
32 points 10 days ago without White, 
who leads the team in seemingly any 
category that comes to mind.

“We really won’t know [his sta-
tus] until we go through what we go 
through [Thursday] and [Friday],” Io-
wa head coach Fran McCaffery said. 
“Obviously, he can run. It’s the oth-
er stuff that could be problematic for 
him when he starts to play. 

“We don’t know.”

McCaffery noted that Iowa won’t 
risk a further injury if there is a sub-
stantial chance White could sustain 
further injury to his neck and shoul-
der. If the Strongsville, Ohio, native is 
unable to play, McCaffery said there 
are “options,” which include going 
small and starting Anthony Clem-
mons, giving freshman Dom Uhl his 
first career start, or adding a bit of 
height to the lineup in Josh Oglesby.

But when asked, White had a dif-
ferent view.

“I expect to play,” he said. “I mean, 
I’m not going to play if I can’t play. 
I’m either playing full, or I’m not.”

If he is able to go, Iowa must hope 
his comments ring true.

The Badgers absolutely trounced 
the Hawkeyes when the two teams 
played in Madison fewer than two 
weeks ago. Although White only 

scored 7 points on 2-of-5 shooting 
from the floor in limited minutes, 
Iowa is clearly better with him. At a 
bare minimum, White — who hasn’t 
missed a whole game because of inju-
ry in his college career — brings expe-
rience and a smart, veteran presence 
on the floor.

If Clemmons starts, Iowa will be 
undersized against Wisconsin, which 
has an average starting lineup of 

White questionable; 
Badgers loom

Iowa forward Aaron White steals the ball against Wisconsin at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on January 19, 2013. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Top-flight 
Oklahoma, 
Ohio State 
head to IC
By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s gymnastics team 
will host two top-10 teams on Feb. 1, 
when No. 1 Okla-
homa and No. 7 
Ohio Sate show up 
in Iowa City.

“We need to go 
out, and hit sets, 
and put pres-
sure on the other 
teams,” head coach 
JD Reive said. “If 
we’re hitting rou-
tines, then they’re 
going to have to hit them to beat us.”

It marks the biggest meet of the 
year for the Hawkeyes, who also saw 
the Buckeyes at the Windy City Invita-
tional on Jan 17. There, Ohio State fin-
ished ahead of Iowa by 0.8 of a point.

SEE GYMNASTICS, 5

It’s unclear whether Iowa’s Aaron White will play in the game against Wisconsin Saturday.

SEE WHITE, 5

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

Northwestern really should’ve 
seen it coming.

In the last three games, Melis-
sa Dixon had made only 1, 2, and 1 
3-pointers, respectively. When you’re 
the secondmost prolific 3-point shoot-
er in Division I women’s basketball, 
that’s what they call being “due.”

With the Hawkeyes on the road, 
the game actually began with fresh-
man Whitney Jennings nailing her 
first two attempts 
from 3-point land. 
Shortly after, howev-
er, Dixon began doing 
downright incredible 
things from beyond 
the arc en route to a 
102-99 Iowa victory. 

Dixon followed Jen-
nings with consecutive 
3s of her own, which 
put Iowa up, 12-4, and 
led to Northwestern scrambling for a 
time-out at home in Evanston. Dixon 
missed only one shot from beyond the 
arc and sat at 7-of-8 at halftime. 

The hosting Wildcats kept it close 
for much of the first half — and ul-
timately kept it close down to the 
wire — but Dixon and Company had 
blown it open by the time the horn 
blew for halftime, 58-41.

The Hawks are a giving bunch, 
however, and the Wildcats ended 
up getting a chance to steal the win 
away in the second half. 

Dixon made two 3s early in the half 
but was relatively silent for the final 
15 minutes. Northwestern outscored 
Iowa 58-44 — but the No. 17 team 
in the country had enough addition-
al help from Ally Disterhoft, Bethany 
Doolittle, and Jennings , orchestrated 
by Sam Logic, to finish the victory. 

Dixon ended up with 29 points and 
was a near-flawless 9-of-10 from be-
yond the arc, while Doolittle had 26 
points, 6 rebounds, and 4 blocks. Dis-
terhoft contributed 22 points, 5 re-

Dixon  
thrives in 
3-dom
Melissa Dixon shoots 9-of-
10 from distance in Iowa’s 
win over Northwestern.

2015 SOFTBALL MEDIA DAY

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

When asked about her goals for the 
season, Iowa’s Megan Blank didn’t talk 
about any personal goals, stats, or any-
thing of the sort.

She wants a Big Ten championship.
It’s a long shot, for sure — the Iowa soft-

ball team is coming off one of its worst sea-
sons since the 1980s — but Blank feels there 
are good vibes surrounding this season.

“Since coming back this winter, there’s 
been a lot of positivity — we kind of 
formed our identity in the week that we 
came back,” Blank said. “We want to be 
known as a gritty team that never gives 
up and a team that the opponents don’t 
want to face.

“When they leave the field, we want 
them to tip their hat and say, ‘Hey, that 
was a good game,’ and I think we’ve put 
in a lot of work to show that we’re gritty.”

Blank has been incredible during her 
time at Iowa, hitting .398 over the past 
three years with 18 home runs.

Head coach Marla Looper expects 
much of the same this season.

“I think she’s going to have a great 
senior year, and I know that’s what she 
wants. Thinking about it, wanting it, 
and actually doing it are all different 
things,” Looper said. “I think she’s ready 
to get on the horse and ride and kind of 
take the team on her back.

“She’s really stepped up more in a lead-
ership sense, being more vocal than she’s 
ever been.”

Pitching staff shakeup
With Iowa having graduated pitcher 

Kayla Massey last year and Micaela Whit-
ney transferring to Creighton, the pitching 

staff is in a bit of a flux.
Currently, Iowa has three pitchers on 

its roster: redshirt sophomore Shayla 
Starkenburg, transfer Jillian Navarrete, 
and freshman Ashley Yoways.

All three seek to contribute this sea-
son, and with Starkenburg being the 

Softball Hawks seek to rebound
A three-time first-team All-Big Ten selection, Iowa’s Megan Blank wants to finish career on top.

The Iowa softball team scrimmages at the end of practice before softball media day at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on Thursday. The 
Hawkeyes’ season will kick off on Feb. 6 in Cedar Falls in the UNI Dome Tournament. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

Reive
head coach

Dixon
player

Iowa men’s gymnastics vs. 
Oklahoma and Ohio State

Iowa men’s basketball 
vs. No. 5 Wisconsin

SEE DIXON, 5

WHEN: 11 A.M. SATURDAY 
WHERE: CARVER-HAWKEYE 

WATCH: ESPN

SEE SOFTBALL,  5
WHEN: NOON FEB. 1

WHRE: CARVER HAWKEYE ARENA
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