
By JORDYN REILAND 
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu

Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, says when 
people have to make big decisions in 
their lives, three things 
have to line up: the 
head, the gut, and the 
heart, in that order.

And when for-
mer Democratic U.S. 
Sen. Tom Harkin an-
nounced his retirement 
in 2014, King says he 
gave the opportunity 
to run a lot of thought 
— three months’ worth 
to be exact. 

King told The Daily Iowan that the 
other Republicans who were looking 
at that race reached out to him and 
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By NOELLE ALKHAWAJA
Noelle-alkhawaja@uiowa.edu

Each week, The Daily Iowan will pro-
vide an in-depth look at a local business.

Approaching the doors of 30hop, one 
could certainly notice the large rooftop 
bar resting on top of the indoor seating. 

Dan Blum, a part owner and the gen-
eral manager of the bar and grill, 900 
E. Second Ave., Coralville, is happy with 
the results after only five and a half 
months of business.

After traveling around the coun-
try, Blum said one goal for the owners 
was to bring the “city” vibe of a rooftop 
restaurant and bar to the area. And so 
far, they feel it has been a success.

“It’s been a great start,” he said. 
“We’re always seeing new faces. But we 
also have a good corps of people that 
have been here many times.”

Manager Mike Waters emphasized 
the restaurant’s unique name.

“30hop is kind of a play on words like 
30 Rockefeller’s ’30 Rock’ and the word 
hops, which is a core ingredient in beer,” 
Waters said. “The theme of the restau-
rant and the rooftop bar brings a big city 
feel into the Iowa City/ Coralville area.” 

The restaurant features more than 60 
taps flowing with a wide range of beers. 

“There are four domestic beers, and 
the other tap lines are reserved for craft 

beers that we pull from all over the 
U.S.,” Waters said. “And we pull from 
several local breweries: four from the 
state of Iowa and four from a Coralville 
Brewery called Backpocket.”

When it comes to choosing the beers 
it has on tap, a mix of uniqueness and 

approachability for the less adventurous 
beer connoisseurs is crucial, Blum said.

“We try to keep a wide pendulum of 
approachable beers,” he said. “And then 
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30hop success through the roof

SEE KING, 2ASEE BUSINESS, 2A

King stays 
comfortable 
in House

Uber tries to drum 
up support

SEE UBER, 2A

Money 
for the 
kids
By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Between the years of 1995 and 
2014, Dance Marathon enthusi-
asts at the University of Iowa have 
raised more than $14 million in 
efforts to provide emotional and fi-
nancial support to children with 
cancer and their families.

Last year, $1.8 million was raised, 
and this year, supporters hope to 
continue the tradition and pattern 
of raising more than the previous 
year.

“Every year, we seek to do as 
much as we possibly can for the kids 
and families [because] raising more 
money means we can provide more 
for kids and families,” said Erin 
Larsen, this year’s executive direc-
tor, said. “We are excited about the 
possibility of reaching the $2 mil-
lion milestone.”

This year’s grand total won’t be 
announced until the Big Event on 
Feb. 6.

“Any money we raise throughout 
from one Big Event in February to 
the next, we take it all in and we to-
tal it all up at the end,” Larsen said. 

Money raised throughout the year 
is spent depending on the decisions 
made by a board of 15 people com-
posed of nurses, social workers, 
Dance Marathon families, alumni, 
and student executive members. 

The board accepts requests with 
ideas for emotional or financial sup-
port from hospitals and other orga-
nizations, then meets to discuss the 
different options the group has to 
spend the money.

SEE MONEY, 2A

DANCE MARATHON 21

Uber recently sent out emails encouraging Iowa City residents to call city leaders and ask that 
Uber be made available.

By CORY PORTER
cory-porter@uiowa.edu

Uber, the ride-sharing company, has started enlisting interested 
Iowa City people to let city leaders know there is a demand for its 
services.

Uber sent out emails to people who have opened the app within 
20 kilometers of Iowa City asking them to contact city councilors 
and demand the city code be changed to Uber’s liking.

Jennifer Mullin, an Uber Midwest representative, said the 
current wording of a proposed ordinance — which would require 
Uber drivers to have city-issued IDs, among other regulations — 

doesn’t fit with how the company operates.
“The way the regulations are currently written, they’re not 

ride-sharing regulations; the city’s trying to fit ride-sharing into a 
taxi regulatory framework, and it’s not appropriate for ride-shar-
ing,” she said.

Mullin said the email was sent out to thousands of “riders,” the 
company’s term for people who use their service, as a way to rally 
support.

“We wanted to make sure their voices were heard by the City 
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30hop Bar and Grill’s beer taps are seen on Wednesday. The New American restaurant features 60 local and international beers on 
tap. (The Daily Iowan/John Baker)
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By ALYSSA GUZMAN
alyssa-guzman@uiowa.edu

Local environmental 
activists are seeking to 
change Iowa City from an 
Iowa metropolis to an “eco-
polis” emphasizing biking 
and local food production.

Through a project 
called Ecopolis, local en-
vironmental activists 
said they hope to take 
steps toward accelerat-
ing environmental ini-
tiatives immediately. 

The goal is to identify 
what barriers are slow-
ing the adoption of more 
environmentally friendly 
practices by facilitating 
collaboration between 
the community and the 
city, oficials said.

“There are good ini-

tiatives, but they aren’t 
happening fast enough,” 
said Rockne Cole, a 
member of the Ecopolis 
movement. “We want to 
become a regenerative 
city. We don’t only want 
to get into sustainabil-
ity. We don’t believe it’s 
enough. We need to look 
at our city as the center 
of energy production.” 

In order to move the 
project forward, the 
grand opening of the 
Ecopolis Center, 1000 S. 
Clinton St., took place 
Jan. 24.  

Though the program 
is also focusing on col-
laborating with the Riv-
erfront Crossing and the 
Riverfront Park, Ecopo-
lis is focusing on creat-
ing a friendlier biking 

infrastructure in Iowa 
City in order to increase 
the quality of life and 
to decrease greenhouse 
gases.

“[We’re focusing on] 
how we live, how we 
work, and how we grow,” 
Cole said. “The key things 
we’ve talked about are 
local food production and 
moving around in terms 
of transportation.”

The project is focusing 
on local food accessibility.

“We’re talking about 
adding additional access 
to local foods,” Cole said. 
“We want a well-thought 
out plan to get local food 
production.”

 A step toward that 
plan is to ensure resi-
dents of Iowa have easy 
access to gardens to grow 

their own food.
“Ecopolis challenged 

the city to provide access 
to a community garden 
plot within 16 blocks 
(one mile) of their resi-
dence,” said Jeff Biggers, 
an Iowa City resident, 
writer, and historian who 
is a part of Ecopolis, in 
an email.

Biggers said regenera-
tive city initiatives have 
successfully transformed 
communities in Germany 
and Australia. Residents 
and planners simply 
need to reconsider their 
sense of place and costs 
of imported food, he said.

Currently, Ecopolis is 
looking to ensure 90 per-
cent of people in Iowa 
City have access to a gar-

den spot wherever they 
live in the near future. 

“There should be plen-
ty of community gardens, 
not just two,” said Grant 
Schultz, the founder of 
Versaland in Iowa City 
and a farmer and perma-
culture expert. 

Schultz believes Iowa 
is the ideal place to kick-
start the project.

“We have a diverse 
population, access to 
natural resources, and 
we’ve got the UI, which 
is a major asset,” Schultz 
said. 

UI student Andrew 
Hirst, and student gar-
den co-president, said he 
believes this initiative is 
building a community he 
would want to grow with.  

“As students, it gives 
us hope to see this urge 
from the community for 
more sustainable devel-
opment and better com-
munity engagement,” 
he said. “It personally 
makes me proud to be a 
part of this city and not 
just the university.”

Thus far, the initiative 
has hosted an event with 
Shultz speaking about 
community gardens and 
a forum focused on solar 
energy in Iowa. 

“We’ve invited city 
officials to a lot of our 
events,” Cole said. “We 
want to really partner 
with the city [and] show 
people how to make 
these things actually 
happen.”

Riverfront may see changes

Local activists seek ’ecopolis’

By HANNA BEARY
hanna-beary@uiowa.edu

The Riverfront Resto-
ration Project hosted a 
public forum Wednesday 
to début plans for an Io-
wa City riverfront park, 
potentially featuring 
wetlands, a safer dam, 
and a zip line.

The city hosted a 
public forum regarding 
plans to turn to a flood-
prone, defunct wastewa-
ter-treatment plant into 
a riverfront park. The 
functions of the plant 
have been taken over 
by the south wastewa-
ter-treatment plant. 

The proposed plan is 
to turn the dam, a cur-
rent safety hazard, into a 
more fisher-friendly area 
while encouraging pedes-
trian-oriented redevelop-
ment, officials said.

“The goal is to blend 
the city grid with a natu-
ral look,” said landscape 
architect Scott Crawford. 
“The master plan is to 
blend downtown with land 
surrounding the river.”

The park is planned to 
have a number of “adven-
ture elements” such as 

play places and boulders 
for children to climb on. 

In the proposal, there is 
also an option to be able 
to zip line across the Iowa 
River to the other side of 
the park. Other proposals 
include a dog park, a com-
munity garden, ornamental 
gardens, and a boardwalk. 

Additionally, the propos-
al includes plans to turn 
Ralston Creek into a more 
feasible wetland serving 
as a buffer from flooding.

The 2008 flood was a 
wake-up call, Crawford 
said. 

Some community mem-
bers at the meeting had 
concerns that the con-
struction will endanger 
the animals currently liv-
ing in the area.

“If we disrupt the an-
imals’ habitat, we are 
doing the wrong thing,” 
Linda Fisher, community 
member, said.

Crawford maintains 
the work being done will 
not be environmentally 
hazardous.

Along with the adven-
ture elements, there is a 
literature element that 
is just as vital to the pro-
posal, said Pat Boddy, an 
adviser to the Iowa River 
Restoration Board.

Visitors will enter the 
park from Kirkwood Av-
enue near poetry portals, 
which could be 30 feet tall. 

“This is a literature city,” 
Boddy said. “It’s cheesy to 
say, but there is something 
for everyone at this park.” 

The Iowa City riverfront could undergo a transformation.



Reimburse grad-
student fees

I  am a graduate student 
at  the Universit y  of  Iowa 
and a member of  COGS,  the 
graduate -student union.  I  am 
writ ing to express  my suppor t 
for  COGS’s  ongoing negotia-
t ions for  fee reimbursements.

Graduate employees at  the 
Universit y  of  Iowa are required 
to pay hundreds of  dol lars 
each semester  in  order  to 
work.  Al l  graduate employees 
should receive a  100 percent 
fee reimbursement.  Teaching 
assistants,  research assistants, 
and other  appointed graduate 
students  should not  have to 
pay to work.

These fees contr ibute great-
ly  to the f inancial  hardship 
of  being a student and can 
make attaining an advanced 
degree a  near-impossibi l i t y  for 
economical ly  disadvantaged 
students  and for  those who 
have famil ies  or  other  depen-
dents  to suppor t.

— Hodna Bentali  Gharsallah 

Nuernberg

I  would l ike to express  my 
suppor t  for  COGS regard 100 
percent reimbursement for 
graduate assistants  at  the UI. 
The majorit y  of  us  are parents 
and have our  own famil ies  to 
suppor t.  Working and having 
to pay school  fess  at  the same 
t ime only puts  an unnecessar y 
strain and makes it  dif f icult 

to  concentrate on studying. 
The st ipend received does not 
just i fy  the r is ing cost  of  l iv ing. 
Please reimburse for  the 
unnecessar y fees.

— Mar y Kemi

The state Board of  Regents 
is  tr ying to force graduate 
students  to continue to pay 
ful l  fees.  We just  want to 
work as  research and teaching 
assistants.  The ex tra burden of 
these fees subtrac ts  from our 
salar ies  and is  par t icularly  dif-
f icult  to  deal  with for  students 
such as  me who have already 
had to deal  with long-term 
health problems.  Each of  us, 
after  al l,  does have at  least  a 
bachelor ’s  degree ( I  also have 
a master ’s  degree).  We don’t 
expec t  to earn tremendous 
amounts of  money,  but  this 
should be taken into account 
when considering money com-
ing from a graduate student 
employee’s  salar y in  order  to 
pay what is  effec t ively  tuit ion, 
which we were led to bel ieve 
would be ful ly  reimbursed.

I t  i s  s t a n d a rd  p r a c t i c e 
a m o n g  u n i ve r s i t i e s  t o d a y  t o 
i n c l u d e  f e e  re i m b u r s e m e n t 
a l o n g  w i t h  t u i t i o n  re i m -
b u r s e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e re  i s  n o 
p r a c t i c a l  d i f f e re n c e  b e t we e n 
t h e  t wo  f ro m  t h e  s t u d e n t 
e m p l o ye e’s  p e r s p e c t i ve . 
Co n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e 
p a c k a g e  o f  b e i n g  a d m i t t e d  t o 
a  g r a d u a t e  p ro g r a m  a t  U I  i n 
m a n y  c a s e s  i s  t u i t i o n  re i m -

b u r s e m e n t,  i t  i s  a  d e c e p t i o n 
t o  h i d e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  t u i t i o n 
a s  f e e s .

— Ryan Daly

Dining in downtown Iowa 
Cit y  costs  an average of  $7 
or  more while  only $2 is 
necessar y to cook at  home,  but 
the transpor tation for  shop -
ping groceries,  cooking,  and 
cleaning take hours  a  month. 
What does the t ime of  grad 
employees at  the Universit y  of 
Iowa mean? Not just  money, 
the t ime of  grad employees 
contr ibutes to the academic 
per formance of  the UI,  one of 
the Carnegie Research I  Uni-
versit ies,  which is  supposed to 
give high prior it y  to research. 
Reimbursing ful l  fees  is  ac tual-
ly  a  prett y  good deal  to  save 
the t ime and effor t  of  grad 
employees so as  to benefit  the 
academic per formance of  the 
UI  in  the long run.  Isn’t  that 
the reason we grad students 
are admitted? No more hesita-
t ion to reimburse ful l  fees.

— Farley Lai

No t  l o n g  a g o,  g ra d u ate 
e m p l oye e s  at  U I  s t a r te d 
re ce i v i n g  1 0 0  p e rce nt  t u i t i o n 
re i m b u r s e m e nt  a f te r  ye a r s  o f 
b e i n g  i n  t h e  b o t to m  o f  t h e  B i g 
Te n  i n  te r m s  o f  co m p e n s at i o n . 
B u t  a f te r  CO G S’ h a rd - e a r n e d 
t u i t i o n  v i c to r y,  w h i c h  h e l p e d 
b r i n g  m a ny  g ra d  s t u d e nt s  o u t 
o f  p ove r t y  a n d  re d u ce d  t h e i r 
ove ra l l  d e b t  b u rd e n s,  t h e  U I 

t u r n e d  a ro u n d  a n d  ra i s e d 
m a n d ato r y  fe e s.  Fe e s  a re  j u s t 
t u i t i o n  by  a n o t h e r  n a m e,  a n d 
t h e  p ro m i s e  o f  p rov i d i n g  1 0 0 
p e rce nt  t u i t i o n  re i m b u r s e -
m e nt  w h i l e  s t i l l  c h a rg i n g 
s t u d e nt s  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a  ye a r  i n  fe e s 
i s  i n s i d i o u s.  Fu r t h e r m o re,  fo r 
q u a r te r - t i m e  a p p o i nte d  te a c h -
i n g  a n d  re s e a rc h  a s s i s t a nt s, 
t h e  co s t  o f  fe e s  i s  e q u i va l e nt 
to  e a c h  o f  t h e m  g i v i n g  b a c k 
ove r  1 0  p e rce nt  o f  t h e i r  a n n u a l 
s a l a r i e s  to  U I  a s  a  co n d i t i o n 
o f  t h e i r  e m p l oy m e nt.  No  o n e 
s h o u l d  h ave  to  p ay  to  wo r k . 
Fo r  t h e s e  re a s o n s  a n d  m a ny 
m o re,  t h e  U I  s h o u l d  re i m b u r s e 
g ra d u ate  e m p l oye e s  1 0 0  p e r -
ce nt  o f  t h e i r  m a n d ato r y  fe e s. 
Wh i l e  1 0 0  p e rce nt  fe e  re i m -
b u r s e m e nt  wo u l d  b e  a  d ro p  i n 
t h e  b u c ke t  fo r  U I ,  co n s i d e r i n g 
i t  a m o u nt s  to  0 . 2 6  p e rce nt  o f 
t h e  2 0 1 5  g e n e ra l  e d u c at i o n 
f u n d,  fo r  t h e  2 , 3 0 0  g ra d u ate 
e m p l oye e s  o n  c a m p u s,  a  1 0 0 
p e rce nt  fe e  re i m b u r s e m e nt 
wo u l d  s i g n i f i c a nt l y  a l l e v i ate 
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  h a rd s h i p s  t h at 
m a ny  g ra d u ate  e m p l oye e s 
ex p e r i e n ce.  I t  wo u l d  a l s o  ke e p 
U I  co m p e t i t i ve  w i t h  o t h e r  B i g 
Te n  u n i ve r s i t i e s  a n d  R 1  p e e r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  te r m s  o f  g ra d -
u ate  e m p l oye e  co m p e n s at i o n . 
An d  to  re d u ce  t h e  i n ce nt i ve  fo r 
U I  to  ke e p  ra i s i n g  fe e s  to  g e n -
e rate  re ve n u e  f ro m  t h e i r  g ra d 
e m p l oye e s,  t h e  re i m b u r s e m e nt 
n e e d s  to  b e  1 0 0  p e rce nt,  a n d 
i t  n e e d s  to  h a p p e n  n ow.

—  M e l i s s a  Z i m d a r s

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

HBO is well-known 
among the masses of 
the world for defying the 
boundaries of modern 
television. From sever-
ing heads in “Game of 
Thrones” to record-break-
ing compression algo-
rithms in “Silicon Valley,” 
the Time Warner affiliate 
has raked in some serious 
dough with the success of 
its productions. However, 
according to  Fortune*mag-
azine, HBO is set to make 
headlines off the screen 
with the implementation 
of its very own stand-alone 
streaming service that will 
likely coincide with the 
release of the fifth season 
of “Game of Thrones” in 
April of this year.

With the introduction 
of this new service, it will 
allow anyone who pays 
the fee (not yet disclosed) 
to access the contents of 
HBO with nothing more 
than a connection to the 
Internet, essentially (and 
I know this is heartbreak-
ing) eliminating the need 
to go through your cable 
company. Sound familiar? 
Obviously Netflix and Hu-
lu have had major success 
in this department, and 
HBO is clearly hoping 
that success will be mir-
rored by practicing the 
same system. 

Not only should this 
new service work to the 
benefit of HBOs corpo-
rate revenue by attracting 
more customers, it should 
also provide a cheaper op-
tion for consumers because 
they no longer have to add 
the price of HBO (around 
$20 for Mediacom and 
Century Link) to their cur-
rent cable package.

Additionally, in theo-
ry, it should reduce the 
amount of pirating by of-
fering HBO content to a 
wider variety of people, 
including those who cur-

rently obtain HBO shows 
and movies illegally on 
various different web-
sites. Whether its goals 
are to cut down on pirat-
ing or increase revenue, 
the decision to offer online 
streaming couldn’t have 
come at a better time for 
the company. 

Given the statistics, it 
shouldn’t come as a sur-
prise why HBO is mak-
ing the shift from cable 
to Internet now when 
the technology has been 
there to do so for at least 
the past couple of years. 
Marcus Wohlsen of wired.
com reports that for the 
first time ever, broadband 
users have surpassed the 
number of cable users 
in the United States. As 
this stat shows the preva-
lence of high-speed Inter-
net over cable, it can also 
represent how consumers 
are less willing to pay 
for cable TV shows that 
can easily be found on-
line and watched at the 
convenience of their own 
schedule. If these trends 
continue to persist, the 
future of television could 
potentially look a whole 
lot different than the way 
the current cable-domi-
nated system works.

By crossing over to the 
web from cable, HBO has 
grouped itself with such 
companies as MTV, ES-
PN, Comedy Central, Fox, 
Discovery, and the History 
Channel as providers of 
streaming television. For 
the avid TV watcher, cable 
will still be the best route 
to experience a multitude 
of channels, but for people 
such as me, that mainline 
a select set of channels, 
Internet-based TV has se-
rious potential to group me 
into the generation of “cord 
cutters” that are replacing 
cable with Internet. 

Regardless of the 
motive, with all these 
actions and the conse-
quences resulting from 
them, HBO seems to be 
taking a step in the right 
direction to accomplish 
its goal of “building video 
addicts” that CEO Rich-
ard Plepler laid out in an 
interview with BuzzFeed 
in January 2014.
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COLUMN

It seems implausible 
that the creation of a 
music album could land 
a man in jail for life. 
Well maybe in North 
Korea, Burma, Turk-
menistan, or Libya, 
but certainly not in the 
United States.

In one of the more bi-
zarre cases in the coun-
try, a man in California 
could soon become the 
product of this exact 
scenario. A rapper in 
San Diego, Tiny Doo 
(Brandon Duncan), fac-
es a charge of 25 years 
to life in prison if con-
victed. The man has no 

prior criminal record.
The charge stems 

from a law known as 
California Penal Code 
182.5. Enacted in 2000, 
the code makes it a fel-
ony to be a member of 
a street gang, obtain 
knowledge of street 
gang’s criminal activ-
ity, or to promote, as-
sist, or benefit from 
the criminal actions. 
Duncan is only being 
accused of benefiting 
from criminal actions 
through the violent 
imagery he portrays in 
his lyrics. 

Prosecutors argue 
that the album, No 
Safety, takes advan-
tage of gang activity 
and allows Duncan to 
increase his sales. Dep-
uty District Attorney 
Anthony Campagna 
said, “We’re not just 
talking about a CD of 
anything, of love songs. 
We’re talking about a 

CD [cover] … there is a 
revolver with bullets.”

It seems as though 
Campagna has not do-
ne his research. Many 
album covers contain 
much more violent de-
pictions. A death met-
al group called Can-
nibal Corpse has an 
album called Tomb of 
the Mutilated, which 
depicts two bloody 
skeletons performing 
explicit sexual acts on 
each other. In my opin-
ion, this is much more 
disturbing than a pic-
ture of a revolver with 
bullets. 

His bond was set at an 
unbelievable $500,000, 
and because he is un-
able to afford this, he 
has been spending time 
in jail until his trial 
date of April 20. Again, 
this is just for a music 
album. It doesn’t seem 
as if he’s been profiting 
too much from the al-

bum … considering he’s 
in jail. 

In December, I wrote 
about another case that 
has made the Supreme 
Court regarding a man, 
Anthony Elonis, who 
made violent posts on 
Facebook and was sen-
tenced to four years in 
prison. In some ways, 
this case is even worse.  

In the wake of the 
Charlie Hebdo terror-
ist attack, free speech 
must especially remain 
a top priority. 

There are few who 
would argue that vi-
olent lyrics in and of 
themselves serve as 
a positive for society, 
and if prosecutors are 
able to tie Duncan to 
criminal activity, then 
that is a different sto-
ry. However, putting a 
man in prison for mu-
sic lyrics alone is ridic-
ulous and certainly un-
constitutional. 

Michael Korobov
michael-korobov@uiowa.edu

Guilty of making music

Education needs more funding

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COLUMN

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad is just a year away 
from being the longest serving governor in U.S. his-
tory. Over the course of his six terms, overspend-
ing hasn’t been a problem. Fiscal conservativism 
has been the administration’s method of operation 
since the governor took office in 1983. It’s one of 
the many reasons USA Today named Iowa as one 
of the top five “best-run” states in December 2014. 

But what may be good for the budget statements 
at the end of the year, the box score of money spent 
versus money earned, doesn’t necessarily mean all 
has been accounted for. 

Many of the cuts in public funding that the state 
government has made over the last decade affected 
educators and families alike. 

On Tuesday, the Iowa House passed a 1.25 percent 
increase in K-12 public-school funding, an estimated 
increase of $48 million for the next academic year. 

The Republican-controlled House hopes to reach a 
compromise with the Senate, in which a majority of 
Democrats called for the increased education budgets.

What may be viewed as bipartisan cooperation 
from Republicans, a 1.25 percent increase is very 
much a lowball proposal that does not even come 
close to fixing the problems the state currently has 
with education funding and academic achievement. 

The Senate will likely reject the bid in favor of 
trying to approve a higher level of spending to 
ensure public schools are getting the appropriate 
funding to be successful. 

Compared with the rest of the United States, Io-
wa’s public schools have fallen far behind. 

The American Legislative Exchange Council 

publishes a comprehensive overview each year, 
titled “Report Card on American Education,” in 
which the researchers focus on school performance 
and achievement. 

Where did the Hawkeye State finish last year? — 
31st overall, receiving a C-minus grade with major 
deficiencies in both math and reading across the 
board. An F grade was also given to the state in 
the “Digital Learning” category and a D-plus aver-
age was given to the “State Academic Standards” 
category. 

While many may dismiss these rankings as arbi-
trary numbers and grades that cannot accurately 
assess the value of education in a state, the truth 
is that Iowa does not invest enough in education 
as it could.

The latest report by the National Education As-
sociation shows that Iowa is worse than average 
in funding compared with the rest of the country. 
Iowa is 28th overall in percentage of revenue for 
public K-12 schools from state governments. 

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes that 
increases in public-school funding must be made 
above the 1.25 percent increase put forth by House 
Republicans. Larger class sizes, lack of resources, 
and the insufficient academic performance are all 
reasons for concern.  This is not to give educators a 
blank check, because we don’t want to trade quality 
education for financial insolvency. But the develop-
ment of Iowa children and ensuring long-term vital-
ity of the state as a whole depends on planting the 
seed of education that has been malnourished for 
years, and we hope Iowa’s divided Legislature can 
reach a suitable compromise to reverse this trend.
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Senior Sam Logic, Io-
wa’s all time leader in 
assists, leads the Big Ten 
in helpers, averaging 7.1 
per game. 

By running the offense 
through Logic, Iowa is 
able to spread around its 
attack, opening up pass-
ing lanes left and right 
and balancing a lethal 
offensive attack. 

And while the dropoff 
after Logic is steep (Whit-

ney Jennings comes in 
second with 2.8 assists/
game), every member of 
the Black and Gold is 
capable of making smart 
decisions with the ball 
when called upon.

Free-throw percentage 
— 68.3 percent (12th in 
Big Ten)

It’s somewhat astound-
ing that a team with so 
many gifted shooters on 
offense doesn’t fare bet-
ter from the line. 

A sparkling field-goal 
percentage has been an 
enormous reason for 
the team’s success this 

year; however, many of 
those wins have come 
in spite of some poor 
efforts from Iowa free-
throw shooters.

What’s more, it’s a 
problem that’s easily fix-
able, at least more easily 
than others.

With 378 attempts, Io-
wa has more opportuni-
ties than most of the Big 
Ten teams; however, it 
has struggled to convert, 
often in key situations. 

The likes of Kali 
Peschel, Melissa Dixon, 
Alexa Kastanek, and 
Ally Disterhoft have all 
shot better than 75 per-
cent this season, but 

freshman Jennings and 
senior Bethany Doolittle, 
two of Iowa’s most-fouled 
shooters, shoot well be-
low that mark.

It seems ba-
sic, but knock-
ing down big 
foul shots would 
probably save 
the Hawks a lot 
of headaches and 
close calls.

The Hawks 
are not an over-
ly physical team 
that can go into 
shut-down mode 
against any oppo-
nent, but it stands 
to reason that 

capitalizing more on gift-
wrapped opportunities 
on offense would help al-
leviate some of the pres-
sure on defense. 

Follow @ryanarod 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa women’s basket-
ball team.

While Clark isn’t ex-
actly worried about 

seeding, it’s still import-
ant to note that a good 
draw can help tremen-
dously when it comes to 
the Big Ten and NCAA 
championships.

In fact, despite the ca-

sual indifference to rank-
ings by many of the wres-
tlers, they still do play at 
least a small part in how 
their season ends up.

As Iowa heads toward 
its final stretch of the 

dual season, head coach 
Tom Brands believes his 
wrestlers are as close to 
the top of the wrestling 
world as it gets.

“We believe in our 
guys, even though you 

know maybe they have 
a No. 1 ranked guy here, 
and maybe we’re down 
the line a bit,” Brands 
said. “You know, I don’t 
believe that we’re that 
far apart at some of 

those 1 versus 6 rank-
ings, as well.”

Follow @JordyHansen 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa wrestling team.

The best: Still Rings
The still rings may 

well be Iowa’s strongest 
event. The Hawkeyes 
have averaged 72.000 
points through two 
meets, compared with 
70.150 for Ohio State.

Oklahoma, however, 
has been phenomenal on 
the event — averaging 
75.850 through the first 
two meets. Their top per-
former, senior specialist 
Michael Squires, has been 
nothing short of sensa-
tional. Squires has scored 
more than 16.000 in both 
of his routines. To put 
that into perspective, no 
one else from any team in 
the country has breached 

the 16-point mark even 
once — in any event.

That puts Squires 
more than a point ahead 
of Iowa’s top dog, junior 
Jack Boyle, who averages 
15.000 on the rings. And 
the rest of Oklahoma’s 
lineup for the event is 
no joke. Sophomore Thao 
Hoang averages 15.175 
and junior Kanji Oyama 
14.975.

Of the teams’ top nine 
scorers on the rings thus 
far, seven of them com-
pete for Oklahoma, two 
for the Hawkeyes, and 
none for Ohio State.

The worst: Pommel Horse
On the other end, the 

pommel horse has re-
mained a liability for 
the Hawkeyes. At 67.875 
points per meet, it stands 
as the worst of six events.

Oklahoma averages 
72.150 on the event, led 
by senior Michael Reid 
and sophomore Allan 
Bower. The good news 
for Iowa is that senior 
Doug Sullivan’s 14.925 
tops anyone in Okla-
homa’s lineup. The bad 
news is the dropoff from 
Sullivan. Oklahoma 
has five guys averaging 
better than Iowa’s next 
best, freshman Austin 
Hodges at 13.475.

No one on Ohio State 
has stood out on the 
pommel horse, and Lo-
gan Melander leads it 
with an average of just 
13.500. The team has av-
eraged a measly 66.275 
in its worst event.

Beating the Buckeyes
Ohio State has scored 

just under 4 more points 

on the season than the 
Hawkeyes. At the Windy 
City Invitational on Jan. 
17, it finished just .08 of 
a point ahead of Iowa to 
take third place.

Both teams saw their 
point totals jump dras-
tically in their second 
meets, but the Buckeyes 
have been slightly bet-
ter in the early part of 
the season. 

Aside from the pommel 
horse and still rings, the 
Buckeyes own an advan-
tage in every event. They 
are best on the vault with 
an average of 72.625, 
compared with Iowa’s 
72.300. And although 
that is the highest aver-
age on any event for the 
Hawkeyes, it has in re-
cent seasons been a weak 
point, so it is not unfath-
omable that it could be in 
this meet as well.

Vault specialist and 
senior Larry Mayer aver-
ages 15.125 on the vault 
this season for Ohio 
State, the best of the 
three teams in the meet.

Senior Drew Moling 
and sophomore Sean 
Melton give Ohio State 
an edge on the high bar 
and parallel bars and al-
so provide it a real shot 
to upend the Hawkeyes 
on the still rings.

Across the board, Okla-
homa is a better team 
than both of its upcoming 
Big Ten foes. For Iowa, the 
meet might come down 
to whether it can get a 
win over a more evenly 
matched Buckeye squad.

Follow @CharlsGreen 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa men’s gymnas-
tics team.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

GYMNASTS
CONTINUED FROM 8A

IOWA NORTHWESTERN

Player to watch
Ally Disterhoft

14.5 Points, 5.8 Rebounds, 
2.4 assists

Nia Coffey

14.5 Points, 8.5 Rebounds, 
1.7 assists

Number to know2-2 (Iowa’s record in Thursday 
night games this season)

60.6 (Northwestern scoring 
defense, third in Big Ten)

Last result78-72 win over No. 15 
Nebraska

76-75 loss to Penn State 
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the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, January 29, 2015 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-4 p.m. Joe Goes to College
4-5 p.m. The Jewel Case
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Los Sonidos
7-8 p.m. Community Infrared
10 p.m.- Midnight Global Chill

Why shouldn’t truth be stranger than fiction? 
Fiction, after all, has to make sense.

— Mark Twain

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Discuss your options with someone you 
have worked with in the past. Don’t let an emotional incident inter-
fere with your productivity or how you get along with someone of 
influence. Make the appropriate changes to help you advance. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Expanding your mind and your 
self-awareness will bring about a change of attitude and an increased 
appreciation of friendships. You can influence others by sharing your 
thoughts and offering an alternative way to live. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your curiosity will mount. Trying some-
thing new will bring you in contact with people who can influence 
your life. Don’t be too eager to make a leap of faith. Your research will 
show that you are better off following your own path. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Romance, a trip to exotic destinations, 
and trying something new will give you the boost you need. Good 
fortune awaits if you are willing to put more effort into the way you 
present who you are and what you want. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Deception is apparent where money and 
joint ventures are concerned. You can make changes, but do so for 
the right reasons and only after you have done sufficient research to 
warrant moving forward. Too much of anything will work against you. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Re-evaluate your personal and profes-
sional relationships. If you feel someone is working against you, look 
at your alternatives, and do whatever is necessary to avoid creating a 
scene. Rely on facts and figures, not hearsay.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Size up your situation, and make your 
move. You have plenty to gain by using your intelligence to maneu-
ver your way through any discussion that can have an effect on your 
relationships in business or in your personal life. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Someone close to you will show signs of 
instability. Look for a unique way to compensate for someone’s loss or 
confusion. Positive change will help to bring you closer together and 
improve the way you live and do things in the future. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t let someone’s personal in-
terest in you cause confusion. You are best to make positive changes 
at home that will help you re-evaluate what you have. Someone 
pretending to offer what you want will mislead you. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t allow the changes going on 
around you to cause stress. If you don’t like something, make positive 
moves rather than complain. Revert to the situations, people, and 
places that have worked best for you in the past. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t let opposition scare you. Focus 
on your family, your home, and changes that will bring greater hap-
piness and joy to you and those you love. Don’t give in to someone 
trying to control what you can and cannot do.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep a tight lip to avoid being called a 
meddler. Emotional matters will escalate quickly, causing problems 
for you that can influence your personal and professional status. 
Don’t fold under pressure or reveal sensitive information. Observe, 
but do not take action.

Questions I’ve asked 
myself recently

 
• What is the standard for “act-

ing with impunity”?  I might 
have been doing everything 

with impunity this whole time.
• When will food scientists stop 

messing around and finally 
make an electrolyte-replenish-

ing ice cream?
• If the Oscars are televised, 

why aren’t the Emmys a movie?
• Is it more embarrassing if 
this huge sore on my lip is 

from (1) contracting herpes or 
(2) eating a whole can of stale 
salt-and-vinegar Pringles with 
too much … “enthusiasm”? Is it 
weirder that I’d sooner admit to 

the former than the latter?
• Why do people keep calling 
me “cynical”?  What do they 

get out of doing that?  I mean, 
what’s in it for them?

• Why can’t I reliably remem-
ber how old I was when I dis-
covered the truth about Santa 

Claus: He’s a subtle form of 
behavior-modification therapy?
• When all the urinals are busy 
in a huge public bathroom, am I 
supposed to close the stall door 
if I’m only peeing? Do women 
have an issue like this? What 
does it say about me that only 
during mild questions of public 

etiquette do I envy being a 
woman in today’s supposedly 

modern society?
• If I’m not supposed to hook 
myself up to a car battery up 
for sexual pleasure, then why 
was I born with these “+” and 

“-” birthmarks on my testicles?

Andrew R. Juhl Thanks Jayne 
Sanderson for questioning his 

questioning.

• Study Abroad Fair, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,University 
Capitol Center Second Floor
• “Being an Effective Ally: A Conversation about 
Building Alliances in Our Community,” Phil 
Kutzko, 4:30 p.m., College of Public Health Building 
Callaghan Auditorium
• Iowa Public Radio Iowa City Open House, 4:30-
6:30 p.m., Clinton Street Building WSUI/KSUI studios
• “The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons,” Sam 
Kean, 5:30 p.m., 2117 Medical Education & Research 
Facility
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Tim Johnston, fiction, 
7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• “The Lion’s Mouth Opens,” documentary screen-

ing and discussion,7 p.m., W10 Pappajohn Business 
Building
• Big Hero 6, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• Birdman, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 IMU• Comedian Chloé 
Hilliard, 10 p.m., Public Space One, 120 N. Dubuque 
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By RYAN RODRIGUEZ
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

After its gutsy overtime win against Nebraska on 
Monday night, the Iowa women’s basketball team 
has gathered a full head of steam leading up to this 
weekend’s road trip.

At 7-1 in the conference, the Black and Gold are off 
to their best start in nearly 20 years, sitting firmly in 
possession of second in the Big Ten.

A quick peek at the numbers reveals just how Iowa 
has managed to win so many big games over the past 
few weeks.

 Field-Goal Percentage — 45.4 percent (Second in Big Ten)
Anyone who has watched an Iowa game in the 15 

years Lisa Bluder has been at the helm knows the 
Hawks like to push the pace on offense, using a fast 
breakout and quick transition game to break a press 
and create scoring chances in droves.

And while playing with pace does leave the 
Hawkeyes vulnerable to fast breaks going the other 
way (they’re third to last in the league in scoring de-
fense at 68.2 points against per game), pretty much 
every member of the team can shoot the ball with 
precision if called upon.

Accurate shooting helps Iowa capitalize on as many 
of these scoring chances as possible, and with 11 dif-
ferent women averaging more than 40 percent from 
the field, outlasting the other team offensively seems 
to be Iowa’s greatest asset and main game plan.

Assist/turnover ratio — 1.2 (First in Big Ten)
Bluder constantly stresses a pass-first mentality, 

and luckily for her, the Hawks seem to have taken 
that mantra to heart. 

Of course, it doesn’t hurt to have an elite veteran 
point guard running the offense.

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-Hansen@uiowa.edu

As No. 1 Iowa heads toward a 
matchup with No. 2 Minnesota, a 
large amount of interest has been put 
on individual rankings — by schools, 
fans, and the media.

With that said, many of the wres-
tlers don’t put much stock in the rank-
ings, one of whom is Iowa 157-pound-
er Michael Kelly.

“To me, it doesn’t really matter. I 
think — it’s good to be aware of who’s at 
the weight and who’s doing well, but it 
really doesn’t mean much in the grand 
scheme of things,” Kelly said. “You see 
it at nationals all the time, a No. 1 
ranked wrestler is going down, and he 
might not even get All-American.

“I don’t think it really means much; you 
have to still go out there and perform.”

Part of it is who wrestlers are; 
they’re focused on their own perfor-
mance and improving themselves, not 
so much on who else is good this year.

However, one may think it’d make 
sense if they used the rankings as 
motivation, but Kelly said that isn’t 
exactly the case.

“I don’t put a whole lot of stock in-
to all the fanfare. If I’m wrestling a 
higher ranked guy, it’s another op-
portunity — I can go out and put my 
name out there as one of those top-
five guys,” Kelly said. “Every match 
is opportunity and a step toward the 
ultimate goal of nationals.”

While Kelly, ranked No. 12 by 
Flowrestling, may be the underdog 
in some of his matches, even high-
er ranked wrestlers such as fourth-
ranked 133-pounder Cory Clark don’t 
see it as much more than what it is 
— simply a number.

“You hear them say what they’re 
ranked, but rankings are kind of just a 
number,” Clark said. “It’s good to have 

a high ranking, to be No. 1, but some 
people think that it’s good to not be 
No. 1. You have to do the same thing 
whether you’re No. 1 or No. 5, or No. 8.

“You got to beat the guys ranked 
above you or below you if you’re No. 1 
to win the tournament.”

SPORTS
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So far, so good for Hawk Hoops 

Iowa guard Sam Logic drives for a lay-up against Nebraska’s Rachel Theriot in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Monday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Cornhuskers in overtime, 78-72. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Numbers 
favor the 
Sooners

Hawk wrestlers ignore rankings
Iowa wrestlers brush off numbers, head toward dual with Minnesota.

SEE WRESTLING, 5A

By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

With Sunday’s bout against No.1 
Oklahoma and No. 7 Ohio State 
looming, Iowa men’s gymnastics fac-
es the challenge of preparing for two 
of the top programs in the country.

Across the board, Oklahoma has been 
leaps and bounds better than Iowa and 
Ohio State this season. The Sooners 
have averaged 17.80 more points than 
Ohio State and 19.75 more than the 
Hawkeyes, scoring more than 440.00 
in both its meets to date.

In all six events this year, the 
Sooners averaged more than 70 
points, compared to five with Ohio 
State and just three for Iowa. 

For the Hawkeyes to have success, 
their best and worst events may be 
the most crucial.

SEE GYMNASTS, 5A

SEE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL,  5A

Iowa 157-pounder Mike Kelly grabs for Rider 157-pounder Chad Walsh during the first day of the Midland Championships in Welsh-Ry-
an Arena in Evanston, Illinois, on Dec. 29, 2014. Kelly is ranked 15th going into the Minnesota dual. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

HEAD TO DAILYIOWAN.COM TO READ ABOUT IOWA 
WOMEN’S TENNIS AND TRACK AND FIELD.

The DI takes an analytical 
look at the upcoming 
men's gymnastics meet 
against Oklahoma and 
Ohio State. 

Iowa women’s basketball at 
Northwestern

When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Evanston, Illinois

THE BOX SCORE



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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weekend events
Today 11.20

Friday 11.21

Saturday 11.22

Sunday 11.23

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Oscar Shorts 2015
FilmScene will preserve its 
young tradition of screening all 
15 Academy-Award-nominated 
short films, starting with live 
action and animated shorts 
on Friday and continuing with 
documentary shorts Saturday.
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UI art takes a road trip
By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

Artist Halle Siepman 
likes a good challenge. 
Whether crafting del-
icate line drawings or 
large graphic paintings 
(or a combination of 
both), she harnesses a 
variety of materials on 
slick surfaces to create 
what she dubs “architec-
tural imaginations.”

“I use all of these [me-
dia] to create balances 
and also create tension, 
because watercolor is so 
unforgiving and so sponta-
neous and hard to control, 
whereas oils are very for-
giving and are easily ma-
nipulated,” said Siepman, 
a University of Iowa grad-
uate student in art.

Work by Siepman and 
nine other M.F.A. can-
didates and art faculty 
members are showcased 
in the Luce Gallery at Cor-
nell College in Mount Ver-
non, Iowa. The exhibition, 
among others around Io-
wa and the United States, 
helps UI artists gain rec-
ognition off campus.

The Graduate and Fac-
ulty Showcase started 
as the brainchild of Sue 
Hettmansperger, a UI 
professor of art, reached 
Mount Vernon at the in-
vitation of Susan Cole-
man, the gallery coordi-
nator at Cornell College.

“I thought about sev-
eral different scenarios,” 

Hettmansperger said. “A 
show of my paintings or a 
show of important wom-
en artists in the area, or 
a show of the six gradu-
ating M.F.A.s in painting 
and drawing, with mem-
bers of the faculty in this 
program included. I de-
cided on the latter.”

The artists and their 
works opened in the 
Luce Gallery on Jan. 18 
and will be on display 
through March 1.

Siepman said the event 
has helped her art to take 
on a life of its own.

“Sue [Hettmansperg-
er] was trying to give us 
exposure, to give us work 
and express ourselves,” 
Siepman said. “I think it 
is such a lovely gesture, 
because not only is our 
work up in the gallery, 
but because of social me-
dia, my art is far more 
reaching than I could ev-
er control. I have people 
contacting me, and they 
comment on it. This al-
lows me to build on this 
dream of being an artist.”

Fellow M.F.A. candi-
date Lizzy Schule — who 
has a series of portraits, 
self-portraits, landscapes, 
and still-life paintings 
displayed in the Luce 
Gallery — said she had 
always felt a strong pull 
to be an artist and was 
thankful for the opportu-
nity to share her work.

“I think that since 
I was a kid, I enjoyed 

three things: listening to 
music, observing things 
around me, and draw-
ing,” she said. “So I used 
to sit and draw for hours 
from observation, and I 
never really gave it up … 
Sue wanted to give the 
M.F.A. students the op-
portunity to show their 
work with other faculty 
members, and I was hap-
py to participate.”

This isn’t the only 
off-campus opportunity 
M.F.A. students have had 
this month. Recently, As-
sociate Professor Monica 
Correia, the head of the 
3D design program at 
the UI School of Art and 
Art History, led several 
students who won the 
CONNECT competition 
at SOFA CHICAGO, the 
world-renowned art fair 
dedicated to functional 
art and design. The win-
ning design is being dis-
played at CSPS in Cedar 
Rapids through Feb. 4. 

“The CONNECT com-
petition required the stu-
dents to design a space 
to interact with the peo-
ple who visited,” Correia 
said. “It had to have a sit-
ting area and spaces that 
highlight the students’ 
work. The design of the 
space was initiated by two 
graduate students and an 
undergraduate student.” 

The design team grew to 
13 students, both graduate 
and undergraduate. Chuck 
Romans, an M.F.A. candi-
date in 3D design, was re-
sponsible for rendering the 
design in order to begin the 
building process.

“I was requested by 
Monica when we applied 
for the exhibition … I 
put the design into a 3D 
software and created a 
scene and brought it into 
the shop to get an idea of 
what the booth would look 
like upon completion,” he 
said. “Kind of as a visual 
perspective for everyone 
to see … A big challenge 
was taking it from concept 
to putting it together.”

In the end, the design 
space won the competi-
tion over submissions 
from the Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology, the 
Pratt Institute, the Uni-
versity of California-Da-
vis, the University of 
Cincinnati College of De-
sign, Architecture, Art, 
and Planning, and the 
University of Massachu-
setts-Dartmouth. 

Outside of Iowa, art 
work by UI M.F.A. gradu-
ate Tomás Lasansky and 
his late father, Mauricio 
Lasansky, will be featured 
at the Snite Art Museum 
at the University of Notre 
Dame through March 15. 
The late Lasansky was 
a UI professor of art for 
40 years. The father/son 
exhibition will feature 
drawn and painted por-
traits, often of historical 
figures such Abraham 
Lincoln, Albert Einstein, 
and Jesus Christ.

While débuting their 
work out in the “real world” 
leaves it open to criticism, 
Siepman said, it is an im-
portant step in an artist’s 
often confusing career.

“I think that you always 
will go back with what you 
want to do in life, and some-
times we waver, and we go 
down a certain path, and 
we’re not sure to go right, 
left, or straight,” she said. 
“But I think you have to do 
some introspection — you 
have to write down your 
goals and stick to them 
and not listen too much to 
commentary about your 
work. If you know what 
you are doing is true and 
right and genuine, [then] 
you owe it to yourself to do 
what you love.”

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

8-Bit Pale Ale
Every once in a while, I like to judge 
a book by its cover — at least in the 
beer cooler. It’s hard for the eye not 
to be drawn to the colorful can of 
Tallgrass Brewery’s 8-Bit Pale Ale, 
covered in 1980s video-game im-
agery, including a pixelated smiley 
face and barrel rocket labeled “gal-
axy hops.” Luckily, this eye-catching 
cover contained a pretty good beer.

THE EXPERIENCE: The 8-Bit is 
nearly as golden as the smiley face 
on its logo, with a thick head and 
lacing that clings to the inside of 
a glass. It boasts a woodsy aroma 
with a hint of citrus, like the smell 
of a new oak log cabin after the 
floors have just been scrubbed with 
Pine-Sol. The flavor itself is not 
heavy, but has the pop and sizzle 
of a well-made pale ale, as well as a 
crisp dry finish.

ADVICE: The 8-Bit is a great pale 
ale for people like me who don’t 
generally like a APAs or IPAs. I’m 
not sure what about it evokes 
vintage video games apart from its 
label design, but a six-pack could 
make a good gag gift for the gamer 
in your life.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Molly Conrad, 7:30 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. 
Dubuque
• KO with Loaf, Nightlight, 
and Baby Alchemy, 10 p.m., 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• SOULSHAKE, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Tim Johnston, fiction, 7 p.m., 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

 FILM
• The Boxtrolls, 3 p.m., Film-
Scene, 118 E. College
• Foxcatcher, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• The Lion’s Mouth Opens, 
documentary screening and dis-
cussion, 7 p.m., W10 Pappajohn 
Business Building

MISCELLANEOUS
• Study Abroad Fair, 11 a.m.-2 
p.m., University Capitol Center 
Second Floor 
• Opening reception, Beyond the 
Anthropocene photo exhibit, 5 
p.m., Englert, 221 E. Wash-
ington

MUSIC
• Fairview, with Unnamed 
Acoustic and Evan Stock 
Band, 7 p.m., Gabe’s
• NE-HI, with Younger and 
Bull Black Nova, 9 p.m., Mill
• Fire Sale, with the Weath-
ered Heads and Duology, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert 
• Falls for Jodie, 8 p.m., 
Theater Building Theater B 

WORDS
 • “Live from Prairie 
Lights,” Wapsipinicon Alma-
nac, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights
 
FILM
• Oscar Shorts 2015, Live 
Action, 3:30 p.m., Film-
Scene
• Oscar Shorts 2015, Ani-
mated, 6 p.m., FilmScene
• Foxcatcher, 8 p.m., Film-
Scene
• The Owl of Minerva The-
ater Presents 21 Up, 9:30 
p.m., 109 EPB

 

MUSIC
• The Recliners, 7 p.m., Mill
• Aaron Kamm and the One 
Drops with the Casual Ties, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club
• Wax Cannon, Speakerwire 
Collins, Samuel Locke Ward, • 
FOXHOLES, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Lucky Me, 7:30 p.m., River-
side Theater
• Falls for Jodie, 8 p.m., 
Theater B

WORDS
• Conscious Birth Summit 
2015, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Iowa City 
Public Library, 123 S. Linn
 
FILM
• Matilda, 10 a.m., FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts 2015, Animat-
ed, 12:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts 2015, Docu-
mentary, 2:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Foxcatcher, 6 p.m., Film-
Scene
• Oscar Shorts 2015, Live 
Action, 8:45 p.m., FilmScene
• Bijou After Hours, Clue, 11 
p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• Piano Sundays, Ksenia 
Nosikova and Studio, 1:30 
p.m., Old Capitol Museum
 
THEATER
• Lucky Me, 2 p.m., River-
side Theater

WORDS
• Conscious Birth Summit 
2015, noon-5 p.m., Iowa 
City Public Library

FILM
• Oscar Shorts 2015 - Live 
Action, noon, FilmScene
• Foxcatcher, 2:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Movies @ the Museum of 
Natural History, A Sloth 
Named Velcro, 3 p.m., Muse-
um of Natural History
• Oscar Shorts 2015, 
Documentary, 5:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Oscar Shorts 2015, Ani-
mated, 8:45 p.m., FilmScene

Come find us on 
Instagram!

@daily_iowan

Project Almanac
Following the misadventures of 
five documentarian teens who 
come across blueprints for a 
time machine, Project Almanac 
is another worthy addition 
to the increasingly popular 
found-footage node of the sci-fi 
film genre.

Contributed

Contributed

Contributed

Black or White
Good intentions lead to heated 
conflict in a custody battle 
between a young girl’s loving 
grandfather and guardian 
(Kevin Costner) and her paternal 
grandmother (Octavia Spencer). 
Inspired by real events, this 
dramedy explores issues of 
race, family, and forgiveness.
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By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

And the lion’s mouth 
opens and yer staring at 
his teeth/And his jaws 
start closing with you un-
derneath.

More than 50 years ago, 
these words in a Bob Dylan 
poem symbolized the strug-
gle of Woody Guthrie and 
his battle with the neurolog-
ical disorder Huntington’s 
disease. Now, this couplet 
represents thousands of 
families and the daily strug-
gles they face in the film 
The Lion’s Mouth Opens.

At 7 p.m. today, W10 
Pappajohn Business 
Building will hold a special 
screening of the 28-minute 
documentary.

Director Lucy Walker 
worked in conjunction 
with the University of Io-
wa Huntington’s Disease 
Society of America Cen-
ter of Excellence in order 
to organize the screen-
ing. Sean Thompson, the 
public-relations coordi-
nator for the group, said 
The Lion’s Mouth Opens 
was the best documenta-
ry he has ever seen.

“Finding out your genet-
ic testing results for Hun-
tington’s disease is, in my 
estimation, one of the most 
daunting and life-defining 
moments a person can 
face,” he said. “In this film, 
you see a young woman 
[filmmaker/actor Marian-
na Palka] learn her med-
ical fate in this way with 
bravery and grace that is 
compelling and inspiring. 
For a short film, it really 
has a lasting impact on 
those who have seen it.”

Combining the symptoms 
of Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, 
multiple sclerosis, and amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis 
(Lou Gehrig’s disease), Hun-
tington’s affects the function-
ing of mood, memory, and 
movement. Vice President 

of the Huntington’s Disease 
Society and Huntington’s 
disease carrier Jamie Parish 
said she believes the film 
presents an accurate por-
trayal of the daunting na-
ture of the disease. 

“I tested positive for 
[Huntington’s] five years 
ago, and I found when 
watching the film that Mar-
ianna went through the 
same feelings as I have gone 
through,” she said.

Parish said she hopes 
to advocate awareness of 
Huntington’s disease and 
its effects in order to better 
educate the general public.

“I wish people could look 
at a person symptomatic 
with [Huntington’s] and 
say to themselves, ‘Oh, 
that’s Huntington’s dis-
ease’ and not think the 
person is drunk or choos-
ing to behave in that man-
ner,” she said.

Parish said The Lion’s 
Mouth Opens also show-
cases the growing issue 
of genetic counseling. Ac-
cording to the National 
Society of Genetic Coun-
selors, genetic counseling 
is the “process of helping 
people understand and 
adapt to the medical, psy-
chological, and familial 
implications of genetic 
contributions to disease.”

UI specialized care coor-
dinator Shawna Feely has 
ample experience working 
with Huntington’s disease 
carriers. 

“I ran a [Huntington’s] 

clinic at Wayne State 
University prior to being 
recruited to UI. Through 
this, I have worked with 
hundred of patients and 
families affected by [Hun-
tington’s],” she said. “And 
although it is wonderful 
to see movies such as The 
Lion’s Mouth Opens being 
made, there are thousands 
of other people who have 
similar stories that don’t 
get made into movies. I am 
honored that I have been 
able to be a witness to 
some of these individuals’ 
experiences and share in 
their process as they make 
difficult decisions.”

Since débuting at the 
2014 Sundance Film Fes-
tival, The Lion’s Mouth 
Opens has won four of 
eight nominations, includ-
ing Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Nonfiction Short 
Filmmaking at the 2015 
Cinema Eye Honors. It 
was also shortlisted for a 
2015 Oscar nomination. 
The documentary will be 
broadcast on HBO May 25 
during Huntington’s Dis-
ease Awareness Week.

“It’s a gift to those affect-
ed by Huntington’s disease 
that Marianna wants to 
share this journey with 
viewers in hopes of raising 
awareness of [Hunting-
ton’s],” Thompson said. 
“She’s heroic for allowing 
her personal story to in-
form and inspire the public 
about this disease and the 
real people it affects.”

In the jaws of the lion
Caisley said many the-

aters will not take a risk 
on a play that hasn’t won 
a major award and been 
given a “thumbs-up” from 
the New York Times. It is 
a huge disservice to au-
diences not to allow new 
work to be fostered and 
encouraged in the region-
al theater base, Caisley 
said, so he was thrilled 
Riverside, among other 
venues, decided to pro-
duce Lucky Me. 

“It takes a couple of 
productions to figure out 
a play,” he said. “You can 
do lots of readings and 
workshops, but actually 
having a theater produce 
the show in front of a live 
audience gets down to the 
nitty-gritty of the play 
and what’s working and 
what isn’t. By the time 
this production is fin-
ished, I’ll have seen how 
three different directors 
approached the show, 
three different ways cos-
tume designers costumed 
the show, three different 
ways actors approached 
each role, so that when 
the script is published, I 
can have a play that I am 
proud of and that I’m no 
longer thinking, ‘Oh, I’m 
not sure how I feel about 
that line.’ ”

Being a playwright 
herself, Jennifer Fawcett, 
the actor playing Sara, 
understood Caisley’s 
goals quite well.

“We had [Caisley] on 
Skype for our very first re-
hearsal, and I have been 
CC’ed on a lot of conver-
sations between him and 
Jody,” Fawcett said. “When 
I have had questions, he’s 
been really great about re-
sponding and rethinking 
things. Having questions 
about a script is complete-
ly normal, so we needed 
to make sure we weren’t 
relying on the playwright 
too much. Audiences on-

ly get the play, so all an-
swers should already be 
contained there.”

One answer the play 
doesn’t contain and Cais-
ley doesn’t know is where 
the story originated.

“Usually, I can tell 
you exactly where a play 
came from, what the 
starting moment was,” he 
said. “And I usually have 
it written down some-
where. I have a tenden-
cy to steal all those little 
notepads and pens from 
hotels. I scatter them all 
over the house so I’m al-
ways within arm’s reach 
of a piece of paper.

“But with Lucky Me, I 
sat down one day, and I 
just started writing. I re-
member writing the stage 
direction of lights com-
ing up on the stage, and 
you hear people coming 
upstairs, and the door is 
thrown open, and I have 
to describe who is coming 
in. And who comes in but 
a woman on crutches and 
a man in a parka help-
ing her. And that was all 
I needed to start the play. 
If you think about the first 
act of the play, it’s really 
just me creating a series 
of mysteries for myself 
that I have to solve over 
the course of the play.”

As he solved those 
mysteries, Caisley had to 
make sure his play stayed 
interesting, that it ful-
filled what he described as 
the necessary arrogance 
of playwrights.

“The horrifying thing 
about playwriting is to 
think about the arrogance 

that goes into it,” he said. 
“I say to you, ‘What I am 
going to show you for the 
next two hours is infinite-
ly better than what you 
would have seen if you 
stayed home tonight.’ I 
feel a terrible responsi-
bility to audiences, and 
I wouldn’t wish it on my 
worst enemy.”

But he continues 
to wish it on himself, 
writing play after play, 
bridging genres and 
even helping future play-
wrights as a professor at 
the University of Idaho. 
Though he’s written his 
fair share of love stories, 
Caisley said, Lucky Me is 
off the beaten path.

“It’s an odd love sto-
ry, certainly, but I think 
that’s kind of the nature of 
every love story,” he said. 
“I don’t think Hollywood 
tells us real love stories 
very often. They’re clean. 
And when they’re messy, 
they’re messy by design. 
My experience of love is 
that everyone’s got a real-
ly unusual, eccentric sto-
ry that they could tell us 
about falling in love. 

“I think I was genuinely 
trying to write about how 
difficult it is sometimes 
to fall in love. It’s a won-
der that it even happens 
because it’s exhausting. 
It’s quite time-consum-
ing, being in love, so it’s 
surprising that people are 
able to hold down jobs and 
drive cars. So amid all the 
kookiness in the play, I’m 
hoping people will feel 
warmed that these two 
found each other.”

LUCKY
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Contributed
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UI play dramatizes 
Reagan assassination 
attempt

The workshop production Falls for 
Jodie will open in the Theater Building’s 
Theatre B starting at 8 p.m. Friday and 
running through Saturday.

Based on a true story, the play 
tells the story of John Hinckley as 
he visits Yale in 1980 in an attempt 
to meet his childhood crush. Eddie, 
the concierge of the hotel at which 
Hinckley is staying, is the only one 
who can help him find her. Hinckley 
later goes on to attempt to assassi-
nate President Reagan. 

Falls for Jodie was written by Eric 
Holmes, a second-year M.F.A. candidate 
in the Playwrights’ Workshop. He came 
to Iowa from New York City, where he 

lived for seven years doing theater. 
Falls for Jodie is his first play involving 
a historical figure, and although the 
production takes place 35 years ago, 
Holmes says that it is still relevant.

“The problems that ended the Carter 
administration and shaped the dawn 
of the Reagan era — income disparity, 
the role of government, racial prejudice, 
and a biting recession — are still very 
much a part of the national conversa-
tion today,” Holmes said. 

Felipe Carrasco, who plays Eddie, just 
graduated from the UI; he said it as an 
honor to collaborate with Holmes.

“I have worked on shows without the 
playwright … and it’s totally different. 
It’s great because you have the play-
wright there in the room as a resource,” 
he said. “If you don’t have the playwright 
there and you’re caught up on a moment 
or your character’s intention … but with 

the playwright being there, you can 
always talk it out with him.”

Carrasco said he intended Falls 
for Jodie to be educational and 
entertaining.

“I hope [audiences] get to watch and 
enjoy this relationship unfold and John 
Hinckley’s story unfold in the months 
prior to what we all know happened in 
history,” Carrasco said.  

— by Devyn Young

Falls for Jodie
Where: Theater Building 
Theatre B
When: 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday
Admission: Free, but seating 
is limited

Follow us on Twitter 

@DailyIowanArts
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By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

Tim Johnston is a 
graduate of the Univer-
sity of Iowa and a pro-
fessor at the University 
of Memphis. Tonight, he 
will return to Iowa City 
to talk about his newest 
book, Descent, a novel 
about a family vacation 
that goes awry with 
the disappearance of 
the family’s 18-year-old 
daughter, Caitlin.

The Daily Iowan: 
Prior to writing De-
scent, you published a 
short-story collection 
and a young-adult nov-
el. What spurred you to 
write Descent?

Tim Johnston: I 
think I was heading for 
a book like Descent for a 
long time without really 
knowing it. When I got 
up to the Rocky Moun-
tains to work on a house 
that my father and step-
mother had built, I was 
there for several months 
working by myself, and 
this idea slowly came to 
me. I put it off as long as 
I could before I couldn’t 
put it off any longer, so I 
put down my paint brush 

and started to write.
DI: There’s a passage 

in the book in which you 
compare the mountains 
to deserts and other set-
tings. What about the 
Rockies made you think 
this place need to be cap-
tured?

Johnston: I was daily 
amazed by the vastness 
and what 
r e m a i n s 
wild about 
the Rocky 
Mountains 
despite all 
the high-
ways going 
t h r o u g h 
and the re-
sorts, and 
maps, and trails. If you 
live up there for a while, 
you understand that the 
vast majority of that ter-
ritory is as wild as it ev-
er was. It's really easy to 
get lost, it’s unmapped, 
unpaved, and you don’t 
have to go very far off the 
path before you’re very 
far off the path. When-
ever I was up there hik-
ing or mountain biking, 
I was always conscious 
of the fact that nobody 
knows I’m up here — if 
I were to fall of this cliff, 
it would be a long time 

before anyone A) real-
ized where I’d gone off to, 
and B) found me where 
I’d fallen. This helped me 
form the idea of this fam-
ily going there on a vaca-
tion and not really un-
derstanding the territory 
they’re going into, their 
taking [it] for granted. 
It’s a national park; what 
could go wrong?

DI: A lot of the re-
views for the book have 
described it as a thrill-
er, but it also has quite 
a few literary elements 
and is surprisingly intro-
spective for most of the 
characters. Did you in-
tentionally do that?

Johnston: Because of 
the marketing and the 
way [the book] has been 
reviewed, most people 
come to it the exact op-
posite of the way I did. 
What I set out to do 
was write a novel about 
characters; that said, 
I wanted it to be excit-
ing, I wanted it to have 
an interesting plot that 
people could get carried 
away by. It took me six 
years to write the book; 
all that time was not 
spent figuring out plot or 
how to write a thriller — 
the word "thriller’"never 

entered my mind — the 
time was spent develop-
ing characters and try-
ing to write the best nov-
el I could.

DI: A good portion of 
the book describes how 
each family member 
copes with this loss, goes 
into flashbacks, and fills 
in a lot of the story both 
prior to and just after 
Caitlin’s disappearance. 
Why did you decide to 
tell the story in this way?

Johnston: In a tradi-
tional [thriller], I think 
there would have been 
a lot of attention paid to 
the direct aftermath of 
the disappearance and 
the introduction of the 
various characters try-
ing to find her and all 
the frantic energy that 
goes in to those initial 
hours, days, and weeks. 
I wanted to jump ahead 
to the time two years 
later, when nothing has 
come of all that effort 
and searching and the 
family is left with the 
same uncertainty they 
had the day it happened 
and must go on with that 
uncertainty. They’re not 
allowed to go on with 
their lives, they grow 
older, but their daughter 

does not grow 
older in their 
minds. I tried 
to consolidate 
the things 
that had to 
be known 
plot-wise by 
putting them 
in dream-like 
flashbacks.

Q&A: Going after mountains in full descent

Johnston
author



THE DAILY IOWAN     DAILYIOWAN.COM    THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 20156B 80 HOURS

Q&A: Finding the 
funny in observation
By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Chloé Hilliard is 
marketed as a “larg-
er than life comedian” 
given her towering  6-1 
frame and dark afro. 
After competing on last 
season’s “Last Comic 
Standing,” Hilliard has 
taken her standup act 
on the road, especial-
ly to college towns; in 
fact, she was recently 
nominated for Enter-
tainer of the Year by 
Campus Activities Mag-
azine. Hilliard spoke 
with The Daily Iowan 
about her upcoming 
tour stop in Iowa City 
at 10 p.m. today in Pub-
lic Space One, 120 N. 
Dubuque St.

The Daily Iowan: 
You were a journalist 
for a long time. Can you 
walk me through how 
that led you to standup 
comedy?

Hilliard: I went to 
college, to NYU, for 
journalism. I studied 
magazine print journal-
ism, and I did that for 
10 years. After that, the 
industry changed and 
went from long-form, 
in-depth stories that 
I loved to everything 
online and short and 
quick, and that frus-
trated me. So I thought, 
‘I’ve done everything 
in journalism except 
broadcast,’ so I thought 
I’d try that.

I like to really pre-
pare for everything, 
so a friend was taking 
a comedy class, and I 
decided to take it with 

her. I thought if I tight-
ened that skill, I could 
be a really good report-
er and interviewer in 
the field. There was a 
show at the end of the 
class and … my family 
and friends liked what 
I’d done and asked 
when my next show 
was; I didn’t really have 
a next one planned. I’d 
only had five minutes of 
jokes, and I had to write 
them on my hand be-
cause I was so nervous. 
I just kept going with 
it, and four and a half 
years later …

DI: Where did you 
pull your material from?

Hilliard: At that 
time, nothing was re-
ally personal because 
when you do comedy 
it takes most comics a 
while to start talking 
about their family and 
lives and things,so it 
was more observation-
al. As a journalist I al-
ready had the skill set 
to notice things around 
me, so I just noticed 
funny things and talk-
ed about them.

DI: Why did you de-
cide to audition for 
“Last Comic Standing?” 
[This past season, for 
the first time, there 
were not open audi-
tions. Comics were in-
vited to audition.]

Hilliard: Someone 
had referred me. They 
didn’t do an open gen-
eral casting, they kind 
of reached out to the 
industry and asked 
for recommendations. 
They flew us all out to 
LA to audition, and if 
you made it past that 

audition, then you were 
on the show. I was very 
fortunate that after 
only a few years under 
my belt, I had people in 
the industry who were 
willing to put my name 
out there.

DI: What was your 
greatest moment on 
“Last Comic Standing?”

Hilliard: Getting 
through my first round. 
It’s kind of surreal be-
cause there were two 
different ways to walk 
onto the stage, and 
during the round be-
fore they told me to 
walk down these steps 
and I was like, ‘Are you 
kidding me? I’m wear-
ing 4-inch heels, and if 
I bust my butt, you’re 
going to put that on 
air. So I was more wor-
ried about falling than 
my set. Once I got on 
stage, I was kind of on 
autopilot. Each set is 
only four minutes, so 
after a minute I was 
like, ‘I should actually 
enjoy this.’ So I had to 
take a moment.

DI: Tell us about the 
tour you’re on now.

Hilliard: I’ve been 
doing colleges for a 
year. I’ve been pret-
ty steady on the road 
from like August till 
now. [Feb. 3] kicks off 
32 days straight. I was 
trying to pick a name 
for this tour, just for 
myself, and do a little 
video on it, and capture 
this experience, so it’s 
either Miles Ahead be-
cause I’ll be driving all 
around or, option two, 
Chloé’s Cross-Country 
Comedy Caravan.

Q&A: Bahamas’ Afie 
Jurvanen
By EMMA MCCLATCHEY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

Canadian musician 
Afie Jurvanen — pop-
ularly known by his 
stage name Bahamas 
— has ridden a steady 
road to success since 
the release of his first 
album, Pink Strat, re-
corded in a cabin in 
Ontario in 2008. His 
third and most recent 
album, Bahamas is 
Afie, was released on 
Aug. 19, 2014, and met 
with acclaim, earning 
the No. 1 spot on the 
Canadian Broadcast-
ing Corp.’s Top-20 Al-
bums of 2014 and com-
parisons with other 
stripped-down artists 
such as Jack Johnson. 
Currently on a tour 
that will take him to 
Bonnaroo Music Festi-
val in June, Bahamas 
performed at the Mill, 
120 E. Burlington St., 
on Tuesday and caught 
up with The Daily Io-
wan before the show.

 
The Daily Iowan: 

When did you decide to 
go by a stage name?

Afie Jurvanen: 
Pretty early on, before 
I had an album. My 
friends and I were play-
ing a bar, and they said, 
“What do you want on 
the poster?” At the 
time, I really didn’t feel 
like going by Afie — 
that felt too strange of 
a name to go by. I’m not 
sure when Bahamas 
came up the first time, 
but as soon as it popped 
into my mind, I thought 
it was a cool word and 
conjures nice imagery 

for people before they 
hear the music. So I 
said, “Put that on the 
poster” and basically 
didn’t think about it 
again. It was a little 
bit accidental, but I’m 
happy with it — it end-
ed up suiting the music 
even if I didn’t design 
it that way.

 DI: You are self-
taught on a lot of the 
instruments you play 
on the album. Do you 
write music around 
your own abilities, or 
do you come up with a 
song in your head and 
figure out how to cre-
ate it later?

Jurvanen: It’s a 
bit of both. I do like to 
play a lot of guitar, so 
a lot of times, I’ll just 
stumble onto things as 
I’m working my way 
around the instru-
ments. You might play 
a chord progression 
100 times the same 
way, and for some rea-
son, you play it one 
more time slightly 
differently and unlock 
something. That’s al-
ways really exciting as 
a writer.

On the other hand, 
just as often I’ll write 
music without instru-
ments. If you have 
a lyric or just some 
words floating around 
in your head, they’ll 
have the power to 
suggest a melody, and 
then you have to test 
it out afterwards and 
figure out how it all 
comes together. There 
are several songs on 
[Bahamas is Alfie] 
that came together 
that way.
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