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SEE MEALS, 2A

By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

A
t one point, Brian Donatelli thought he would lose 
his leg, effectively ending his illustrious career for 
the Hawkeye swimming team.

However, two injuries to the same leg over the 
course of 14 months were not enough to keep one of 

the best swimmers on the Hawkeye team out of the pool. Not 
an ACL tear that led to a threatening condition in which the 
whole leg was in danger of amputation. Not a broken tibia and 
fibula that initially deformed the leg.

For redshirt junior Donatelli, the thought of hanging up his 
goggles was never an option.

•••

Lying in the middle of a field on Aug. 23, 2013, Donatelli 
wasn’t sure what happened. He hit an unseen divot in the 
uneven ground trying to catch a pass in a game of two-hand 
touch football, a team-bonding event, and almost immediately 
knew something was wrong.

He thought the pain might have stemmed from a sprained 
ankle but then realized the injury was much more serious 
when he couldn’t put any weight on the leg.

When he fell, he tore his left ACL, triggering a chain of events 
the swimmer from La Grange, Illinois, could not have foreseen.

Following an initial surgery to repair the injury on Aug. 29, 
2013, the knee became infected, and he faced the possibility of los-
ing his leg, and even his life, if the infection spread to his bone. He 
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up

Iowa swimmer Brian Donatelli swims laps during practice in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center on Dec. 12. 
Donatelli got into a moped accident on Oct. 16, breaking his leg in two places. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By ALEKSANDRA VUJICIC
aleksandra-vujicic@uiowa.edu

Each week, The Daily Iowan will 
provide an in-depth look at one Io-
wa City business.

Walking through the doors of 
Cork & Bottle, one can find rows of 
handpicked bottles of luxury wine 
from across the world and coolers 
full of craft beer brewed right here 
in the Midwest.  

Owners Ravi and Tina Advani, 
who have been married for five 
years, opened the local wine and 
craft-beer store, 610 Eastbury 
Drive, in the Old Towne Vil-
lage neighborhood a little over a 
month ago, and they’ve already 
seen repeat customers. 

The store offers roughly 150 dif-
ferent wines, including boutique 
wines from Italy, New Zealand, 
France, Germany, and all over the 
United States. 

Tina Advani described her 
husband as a “wine connois-
seur,” and he has taught her 
nearly everything she knows 

about wine, including tastes, 
over the last five years.

“It’s not so much that we are a wine 
store,” Ravi Advani said. “It’s about 

sharing our experiences and the wines 
of the world with our customers.” 

Wine, beer, and joy for new business
A wine and craft-beer store enjoys its first month.

A sign urges people to save water in the Cork & Bottle on Wednesday. Cork & Bottle is new a wine and beer 
store in Iowa City. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)
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Loebsack 
aids meals 
service
Rep. Dave Loebsack uses 
Meals on Wheels experience 
as a motivation to keep 
senior benefits strong. 

By NICK MOFFITT
Nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

When Congress recon-
venes in January 2015, Rep. 
Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, be-
lieves he’ll have anecdotes 
ready to go fight for senior 
benefits. 

“Getting out and meet-
ing people, talking to them 
about how important this 
is gives me ammunition 
and evidence, if you will, 

Loebsack
representative

EUFÓRQUESTRA
THE FUNK AND RHYTHM 
BAND WILL JOIN 
CORNMEAL AND THE 
DIPLOMATS OF SOLID 
SOUND AT THE ENGLERT.
80 HOURS.
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By MITCH MCANDREW
mitch-mcandrew@uiowa.edu

Local community mem-
bers lined the Pedestrian 
Mall in recognition of In-
ternational Day to End Vi-
olence Against Sex Workers 
on Wednesday evening.

This year, Iowa City 
joined more than 58 cities 
across the globe in raising 
awareness for the cause, 
according to a press release 
from the Sex Workers Out-
reach Project.

The national group, re-
sponding to Gary Ridgway’s 
sentence, organized the 
event, generally referred 
to as Dec. 17, in 2003 for 
his two decade-long killing 
sprees.

Ridgway, better known as 
the Green River Killer, was 
responsible for the murder 
of approximately 70 wom-
en, mostly sex workers. Dec. 
17 was organized to protest 
the negligence of the deaths 
because of the women’s oc-
cupation. 

The outreach project 
claims this violence can be 
linked to the criminaliza-
tion of sex workers. 

“This is just one of the 
many ways that criminaliz-
ing sex can be dangerous,” 
said Conner Spinks, the or-
ganizer of the event. 

The group compiles an 
annual list of the names of 
sex workers killed in bouts 
of violence, and this year’s 
list totals more than 160 
homicides worldwide. The 
United States accounted for 
largest percentage, around 
one-third, of these slayings. 

According to the press 
release, female sex workers 
are 17.7 times above the 
national murder rate for 
women and 400 times more 
likely to be killed on the job 
than the average citizen. 

“The problem is that we 
don’t view these issues the 
same because they deal 
with sex,” said Hannah Rus-
sell, advocate for sex-work-
er rights who attended 
Wednesday’s protest. 

She noted that many 
transactional sex situations 
are disregarded simply be-
cause they are not consid-
ered prostitution. 

“Transactional sex is a 
lot different than prosti-
tution, and the two aren’t 
often distinguished from 

each other,” she said. 
Spinks said that the re-

cent surge of anti-police 
brutality sentiment pro-
vides a valuable opportu-
nity to raise awareness 
for the issue of sex-worker 
marginalization. 

“There is a lot of peo-
ple in Iowa City who are 
galvanizing around the 
police-brutality issue, and 
many support reforming 
the criminal-justice sys-
tem,” she said. 

While public opinion 
hasn’t necessarily centered 
on police harassment of sex 
workers specifically, Spinks 
believes that the issue is 
relevant. 

“There hasn’t been much 
discussion on sex workers 
yet, but they are certainly 
one of the most vulnerable 
groups,” she said.

Spinks also said the dis-
crimination is compound-
ed by the demographic of 
sex workers in the United 
States. 

“Typically, these people 
are minorities in some way, 
whether it be race, gender 
identity, or economic back-
ground,” she said. “You can’t 

talk about violence against 
sex workers without talking 
about racism, sexism, and 
LGBTQ discrimination.” 

Protesters at the event 
attempted to raise aware-
ness by sharing statistics 
and speaking to passersby 
about the issue. 

“I’m here because I think 
issues that affect these peo-
ple are extremely import-
ant,” said Max Pilcher, a 
first-year English and gen-
der-studies major whose 
interest in the subject was 
spurred by coursework at 
the UI. 

All demonstrators agreed 
that raising awareness is 
extremely important to 
solving the violence. 

“Awareness means that 
people have less stigma-
tization, and hopefully, 
these people will stop being 
treated as objects of scorn 

but victims of violence,” 
Pilcher said. 

The ultimate aim of the 
protest was to ease the 
discomfort of talking about 
sex-worker issues. 

“We need to start a 
dialogue to solve this,” 
Russell said.

Rally seeks end to sex-worker violence 
Demonstrators took to the streets Wednesday night in an effort to end violence against sex workers. 

Protesters make signs for International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers on the Pedestrian Mall on Wednesday. Members of the Sex Workers Outreach Project held protests in 
more than 50 cities to honor this day. (The Daily Iowan/Mikaela Parrick)



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Cultural icon Bill Cosby 
has been embroiled in ru-
mors of numerous sexual 
assaults, and he has seen 
what was once a sterling 
reputation tarnished by al-
leged scandals going back 
nearly 40 years.

 An African-American 
comedian, actor, and activ-
ist, Cosby has long been a 
household name with “The 
Cosby Show.” However, he 
has recently been accused 
by numerous parties of 
sexual misconduct in an en-
tangled scandal showing no 
signs of dissipating anytime 
soon. In the midst of these 
allegations, Cosby has had 
little to say, but he did make 
one interesting comment 
about the media coverage 
of his predicament. Spe-
cifically, Cosby addressed 
the media coverage by Af-
rican-American journalists.

The litany of sexual-as-
sault allegations being lev-
eled at Cosby are certainly 
not a racial issue, so it is cu-
rious to note that the racial 
aspect of the media cover-
age was a point of conten-
tion for Cosby. According to 
a story in Page Six, Cosby 
urged “black media to up-
hold the standards of jour-
nalism” in addition to going 
in “with a neutral mind” 
when applying scrutiny to 
this recent scandal. 

It is troubling for the 
subject of such controversy 
to assume such a bias and 
at the same make such an 
implication that his celeb-
rity and race will somehow 
alter the perceptions of the 
people covering his story. 

I would assume wit-
nessing the slow destruc-
tion of your legacy can be 
traumatic, but it does not 
grant the right to belittle 
the journalistic integrity 
of an entire race. If any-
thing, Cosby’s status will 
encourage diligence, be-
cause I would have to ask 
what journalist regardless 
of race would take pleasure 
in publicly beheading Dr. 

Huxtable, should there be 
any validity to the allega-
tions against Cosby. Gos-
sip mongering and shoddy 
journalism are valid con-
cerns, but these are issues 
that extend across the 
board and should not be 
presumed by an entire race 
simply because of the sub-
ject matter being covered. 

Cosby’s reputation may 
never recover from this, but 
that is not the fault of the 
people who have devoted 
their lives to covering the 
news. I am quite certain 
that the “black media” will 
have no problem standing 
above bias, and ultimately 
it is presumptuous and in-
sulting for a celebrity of any 
race to take such a dismis-
sive tone toward the press. 

It may be a long while 
before the public will be 
able to confirm if there is 
any truth behind the ac-
cusations made against 
Cosby, but it is important 
to note that no one stands 
above the review of her or 
his peers. No amount of 
celebrity grants people the 
power to dictate how they 
wish to be perceived by the 
world or the lens through 
which they are viewed.     

I was brought up on re-
runs of “The Cosby Show” 
and “A Different World,” 
and I don’t particularly 
enjoy hearing stories of 
Cosby drugging and rap-
ing various women. At the 
same time, I know it is not 
my place to pass judgment, 
nor is it my place to speak 
definitively on events that 
I was not privy to. I do not 
know what Cosby did or 
did not do to those women. 
However, I can do my best 
to understand and analyze 
these allegations to the 
best of my ability given the 
resources available. 

That is the job of a jour-
nalist, and intrinsic to that 
profession is the assumption 
that this task will be carried 
out without bias and partial-
ity. For journalism to contin-
ue to be a relevant and func-
tional mandate for society 
there must be adherence to 
integrity and honesty. 

I think I can consider 
myself a member of the 
“black media,” so on our 
behalf, I would like to say 
thank you, Bill Cosby, for 
the reminder. Although, I  
can’t say it was needed. 
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After more than 50 years of isolating Cuba from 
diplomatic relations, political engagements, and 
economic ties, President Obama announced on 

Wednesday that the United States will begin to normal-
ize relations with Cuba. Although still governed by the 
Castro family in the same communist regime it was in 
1961, when then-President Dwight D. Eisenhower sev-
ered relations with Cuba, Obama remains confident that 
things are much different from what they were half a 
century ago. 

In the early 1960s, Cuba was seen as a primary threat 
to freedom because it was the premier staple of commu-
nism in the Western Hemisphere. Distrust between Cuba 
and the United States was growing at a fast rate, and 
climbing paranoia resulted from accusations of espio-
nage in Cuban embassies. The culmination of communist 
paranoia and Fidel Castro’s anti-American image is what 
ultimately prompted Eisenhower to end relations. 

In the 50-plus years since, the negatives from cutting 
ties with Cuba have greatly outweighed the positives. 

By inherently cutting off communication diplomatical-
ly with Cuba, the United States has had to go about deal-
ing with their differences by less-effective means. Most 
notable include the Bay of Pigs Invasion, a failed attack 
by trained Cuban exiles that was easily thwarted by Cas-
tro’s army. The results of that disaster only fueled Cold 
War tensions for the next decades. 

Economically, the trade embargo placed on Cuba has 
only hurt the U.S. economy. According to the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce, by restricting trade with Cuba, it costs 

the United States $1.2 billion per year in lost sales and 
exports. 

In the medical field, the United States has suffered by 
not having access to many of the Cuban medical break-
throughs. Because the United States can’t import any of 
the medical products that have been developed in Cuba, 
it has missed out on potentially saving some lives. A men-
ingitis B vaccine, a therapeutic serum for lung cancer, 
and more healthful food preservatives are all examples 
of the kinds of developments that have been restricted 
because of the severed ties. 

By completely destroying diplomatic relations with 
Cuba, it negatively affected the U.S. for decades while si-
multaneously being unjust to Cuba. Although chilly, the 
United States still kept relations with the Soviet Union, 
even throughout the Cold War. China is one of America’s 
biggest trading partners, despite its also being a commu-
nist state. It makes no sense that relations with Cuba 
have been absent for so long.

It is the belief of the Daily Iowan Editorial Board that 
Obama’s decision to end the dearth of relations with Cu-
ba is the right decision. It is time for a new, improved 
approach as our country seeks to grow economically and 
diplomatically, rather than dwell in deeply rooted com-
munist fears from such a long time ago. Although the two 
countries are politically different, normalizing trade rela-
tions is to America’s best interest economically, and in the 
broader sense, it will bring Cuba and the United States 
in friendlier confines to be able to negotiate for the benefit 
of both countries.
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COLUMN

We are heading into 
the season in which inter-
est in partnering with a 
charitable cause tends to 
spike; we should also feel 
compelled to sift through 
the various kinds of char-
ity and activism and to 
ensure that we are in-
vested in a cause rather 
than a brand. 

As citizens of a mone-
tarily driven society, we 
figure out pretty early on 
in life that you can turn 
practically anything in-
to a product that can be 
sold and capitalized on. 
I’ll never forget how in 
awe I was of the kids at 
school, in the heyday of 
the Livestrong wristband 
era, that somehow had a 
monopoly on the popular 

bands and had acquired 
enough that they were 
actually selling them at 
school for their own pur-
poses. I remember being 
vaguely aware of the 
Livestrong mission but 
not so attached to it that 
I didn’t look down on the 
fact that people were ac-
tually turning a second-
ary profit.

This type of brand 
activism has since be-
come increasingly pop-
ular. GAP’s popular Red 
campaign is nearly a de-
cade old and still going 
strong with its T-shirts 
and other merchandise, 
the profits of which al-
legedly go toward pri-
marily combating HIV/
AIDS globally. The Red 
campaign has endured 
critics who question its 
transparency. Yet people 
seem to blindly consume 
these material goods ex-
uding a diluted form of 
activism that seems to 
be more self-serving and 
validating than actually 
charitable. 

Maybe visibility is the 
greater good for many 
of the causes that have 
been capitalized on in 
brand activism, but if 
that is the case, then we 
shouldn’t pretend that 
by buying a T-shirt we 
are doing a humanitari-
an service. If one person 
goes home and searches 
for a cause after seeing 
a reference to it on some-
one’s clothing or wrist, 
then maybe that is the 
ultimate success story.

However, like chari-
ties, brand activism is 
not perfect and must 
be viewed critically by 
consumers who want to 
know where their money 
is really headed.

Perhaps we can dis-
tinguish brand activism 
that is message-based 
rather than profit-based 
as different from activ-
ism that is a joint ven-
ture between a for-profit 
business and a cause. For 
example, clothing com-
pany American Apparel 
has been known for its 

activist-based shirts (yet 
also, contrastingly, for 
its objectification of fe-
male models) with proc-
lamations such as “GAY 
OK” in support of equal 
rights for the gay com-
munity. American Ap-
parel, with such shirts, 
endorses an organization 
called GLAAD. Ameri-
can Apparel also has a 
shirt with the statement 
“Legalize LA,” a product 
from which full proceeds 
go to Los Angeles immi-
grant-rights groups. In 
these cases, the brand is 
not the charity. Although 
we still have to wonder if 
the brand benefits more 
than it should.

The bottom line is 
there are varying de-
grees of brand activism, 
as well as there are vary-
ing degrees of the stakes 
various companies hold 
in you buying their hip, 
liberally minded T-shirts. 
Be wary of what exactly 
you are endorsing and 
who is benefiting from 
your consumer activities.

Brianne Richson
brianne-richson@uiowa.edu

Beware of the ‘cause’

Obama’s Cuba initiative 
the right stuff

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Art does not mean, 
it is

Dear President Sally Mason,
I mean to respond to your 

letter of apology pertaining to the 
artwork that was briefly displayed 
on the Pentacrest last week.

 I wanted to reach out to you 
and express my deep disappoint-
ment and c0oncern over the fact 
that this infamous artwork was 
removed from the Pentacrest for 
the dubious reason of being based 
alone on its “content.” That the 
work was “forcefully removed” by 
police is particularly problematic 
and troublesome. Please allow me 
to explain.

 Not so long ago, composers 
living in the Soviet Union in the 
early half of the 20th century 
faced executions for writing what 
government officials thought to be 
“anti-Soviet” music. It was enough 
to simply compose a syncopation 
(a presumed influence of Western 
jazz) or an insufficiently cheerful 
piece (a sign of not being happy 
with the regime) to find oneself 
arrested in the middle of the night. 
Today, we dismiss it as wrong: Is it 

that they believed in all the wrong 
things and we today believe in all 
the right things?

Art is not political speech, 
nor a religious document, or any 
other kind of verbalized speech or 
opinion. An artistic statement is 
different, for it does not contain a 
one-sided meaning or a singular 
interpretation. Art is an abstrac-
tion that prompts observers, 
listeners, and readers to think and 
challenge themselves. It does so 
by exciting them, by engaging, 
disturbing, angering, saddening, 
and otherwise intellectually and 
emotionally stimulating. Artistic 
means used, media and language 
chosen, written sounds — are 
only the building blocks which 
have little to do with the so-called 
“message,” as artistic meaning is in 
fact, abstract, complex, and mul-
tifaceted. Shall we prohibit public 
display of Goya’s paintings on the 
premises that they portray, and 
“therefore” encourage, violence?

 Surely, the work displayed at 
the Pentacrest was disturbing, for it 
resonated with America’s grim past. 
Surely, it made people uncomfort-
able, because it is not a mass pro-

duction, profit-driven Hollywood 
entertainment. So what, may I ask, 
happened to the long-standing 
notion that “art should disturb” 
or, as Bansky put it, “comfort the 
disturbed and disturb the comfort-
able”? Have we instead succumbed 
to the notion that quality of art is 
measured by public’s comfort with 
it and/or willingness to pay for 
it? I was fortunate to discuss the 
controversy of the Pentacrest work 
with a number of my colleagues, 
including those unaffiliated with 
the University of Iowa, all of whom 
are scholars and academicians. Not 
a single one has seen it as promot-
ing racism. In fact, they thought 
it helped to challenge society in 
order to embrace just the opposite. 
Personally, I am against racist 
ideologies, and I would not support 
the author’s personal views (whom 
I don’t know) if he or she is racially 
motivated. Neither do I support 
witchcraft or obscenity portrayed 
in Goya’s work. But I would protest 
just as much if the complaints of 
those who choose to be disturbed 
by these works of art would result 
in these works being prohibited 
from public display, printed or per-

formed. Art, by definition, is free. 
Artistic speech is not verbal speech: 
it has artistic license, for it has 
many, if not infinite, meanings that 
often contradict each other. If being 
disturbed is the criteria for what art 
should or should not be, then no 
true art shall ever be created.

I do believe that the decision 
to remove the work barely has an 
effect on what true artists would 
or would not create, whether they 
present their works in Carnegie 
Hall or are forced to hide them 
under their pillows. But I also 
believe that this decision has, on 
the contrary, long-term harmful 
effects on the community that 
you claim to protect, because 
it impedes on artists’ ability to 
make the world a better place by 
challenge their viewers, by making 
them think, by opening doors to 
the complexity of life, and to a 
realization that nothing is black 
or white, good or evil, and to raise 
questions, in particular — how far 
have we advanced from the time 
of grim ideologies.

Sincerely,
Leonid Iogansen, 

UI Ph.D. candidate in musical composition

THE DAILY IOWAN WANTS TO HEAR YOUR OPINIONS. SEND YOUR 
THOUGHTS TO  DAILY.IOWAN.LETTERS@GMAIL.COM
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UI says student in Sydney is safe
By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

After a hostage scare 
in Sydney, Australia, ear-
lier this week, Universi-
ty of Iowa International 
Programs officials say 
the one student study-
ing abroad in the city re-
mains safe.

“When the event un-
folded, we reached out to 
make sure she was safe,” 
said Doug Lee, a UI as-
sistant provost for Inter-
national Programs. “She 
responded right away 
that she was at home 
watching, like most oth-
ers in Australia were, as 
things unfolded on TV.”

Lee said the student 
did not express any safe-
ty concerns.

The student was the 
only UI student in the 
country during the 
event; three others who 
had studied in Australia 
had already completed 
their programs and gone 
home.

Autumn Tallman, an 
associate director of 
Study Abroad, said all 
students go through a 
pre-departure training 
online course before they 
leave to study abroad. 

The course covers 
health, safety, and secu-
rity topics that are rele-

vant to all destinations, 
she said. 

“Students are asked 
to approach internation-
al travel with a realistic 
understanding that, yes, 
there are some risks in 
all locations,” she said. 
“The key is identifying 
what exactly the known 
risks are for a particular 
location by consulting re-
liable sources and then 
using that information 
to make decisions about 
travel plans and to reduce 
exposure to known risks 
while you are abroad.”

When an alarming oc-
currence takes place, UI 
officials keep a close eye 
on the students in the 
area.

“If an unexpected 
event takes place like 
the hostage situation 
that recently unfolded in 
Sydney, we check on the 
well-being of students in 
that location and share 
notifications and recom-
mendations from the U.S. 
Department of State,” 
Tallman said.

Next semester, 23 UI 
students will study in 
Australia; only three will 
travel to Sydney. 

Junior Andrew Brod-
erick will study in New-
castle, which is approxi-
mately two hours north 
of where the incident 

took place in Sydney. 
However, he said he is 
not worried about a sim-
ilar incident taking place 
while he is abroad.

“I feel like there is 
stuff like that every day 
in the U.S., and it’s real-
ly just luck of the draw,” 
he said. “Going into the 
Study Abroad Program, 
I know there are risks … 
[the hostage situation] is 
scary, but it doesn’t real-
ly affect me.”

Being from the small 
town of Baxter, Iowa, 
Broderick said he is look-
ing forward to traveling 
instead of fearing unfa-
vorable situations.

“Besides meeting new 
people, I’m looking for-
ward to being on the op-
posite end of the world 
and seeing what the 
world has to offer,” he 
said. 

University of Iowa officials say students remain safe while traveling.

A girl lays flowers on Tuesday at a makeshift memorial near the site where a gunman held hostages for 16 hours in 
a popular Sydney café, Australia. The siege ended early Tuesday with a barrage of gunfire that left two hostages, the 
Iranian-born gunman dead, and a nation that has long prided itself on its peace rocked to its core. (Associated Press/
Steve Christo)
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stayed in the hospital nine days, 
requiring four more surgeries.

His mother said the process 
took a lot out of Donatelli, and 
there was always the outside 
chance of not swimming again. 
But watching the 2014 Winter 
Olympics, Julie Donatelli had 
a simple message for her son. 
If those snowboarders, who had 
broken countless bones and torn 
many muscles, could come back 
from their injuries, so could he.

“It would have been so easy 
for him to have given up,” Julie 
Donatelli said. “He has taken 
what has happened and done 
what he has to do to get better.”

As Brian Donatelli put it, he 
was afraid. The redshirt junior 
still gets nervous walking on ice.

He missed three weeks of class-
es and dropped out of the fall 
semester. That one misstep on a 
football field kept him dry for the 
2013-14 swimming season.

“He probably didn’t want 
to[stay home],” his mother said. 
“But it was in his best interest.”

And mother knows best. 
Like so many others, Julie 
Donatelli said, younger peo-
ple don’t typically possess 
the maturity to cope with an 
experience such as this, but 
Brian Donatelli handled the 
challenge as well as possible, 

rebounding academically to 
make the Dean’s List for the 
spring 2014 semester.

An ACL tear takes six to nine 
months to rehab, and the pro-
cess must follow a case-specific 
protocol, said Richard Evans, 
an adjunct faculty member at 
the UI Hospitals and Clinics 
Rehab Therapy. Athletes could 
return to their sport in six 
months at the earliest after an 
ACL repair, he said, although 
a swimmer may be able to re-
turn sooner because the knee 
is not so stressed as 
it is in other sports. 
A gradual, monitored 
recovery process is 
necessary, he said. 
“[Swimming is] an ac-
tivity they could get 
into sooner than if they 
were running hard or 
cutting or playing. foot-
ball,” Evans said.

Donatelli hit that 
time line and worked 
hard enough to qualify for USA 
Swimming Phillips 66 Summer 
National Championships this 
year, the biggest meet of the 
summer season.

His times were nearly what 
they were before he tore his 
ACL, and he was explosive in 
the first two meets of this sea-
son, with no fear coming off the 
blocks, or heading into the walls, 
or any other part of the race.

Through those first two meets, 
against Michigan and the in-

trasquad meet, he posted the top 
times in the 50 and 100 freestyles.

And just when the dark-
haired sprinter climbed back 
to peak performance, yet an-
other massive injury threat-
ened his career.

On Oct. 16, Donatelli was 
on his moped, following about 
10 feet behind a vehicle and 
traveling at roughly the same 
speed. The car ahead of him 
slowed down to take a left turn 
without signaling, and in an ef-
fort to avoid a crash, he threw 

the moped out from under him.
The moped accident occurred 

just one day before the team trav-
eled to East Lansing, Michigan to 
swim against Michigan State.

Head coach Marc Long and 
the captains decided to honor 
their teammate left behind by 
writing Dono, his nickname, 
on their right shoulders, the 
same place Donatelli has his 
traditional Tigerhawk tattoo. 
Both the men’s and women’s 
teams participated.

“It completely cuts into what 
you’re doing,” his mother said. 
“It was almost like a repeat of 
what happened last year.”

The moped landed on top of his 
left leg — the same leg with the 

repaired ACL. He looked down. 
He did not like what he saw.

Both his tibia and fibula 
were broken, 419 days after 
he tore the ACL. While the 
break was not compound, his 
leg was deformed.

“I was petrified when I 
looked down,” he said.

Another hospital stay. Anoth-
er long visit from Mom. More 
doctors. More X-rays. More pain.

But this time, Donatelli was 
back in the pool only a few 
weeks later.

•••

Walking on crutches up and 
down the length of the 50-me-
ter pool on a Tuesday after-
noon in late October, one of 
the best sprinters on the Iowa 
men’s swim team had a look 
on his face that alternated be-
tween longing and excitement.

Donatelli leaned on his 
crutches, barefoot, wearing 
an Iowa beanie hat, an Iowa 
swimming and diving shirt 
with the word “team” and a Ti-
gerhawk logo on the back. Just 
weeks after the moped acci-
dent, there is no cast or boot or 
brace on the injured leg.

Today, he is looked up to by 
his teammates. Donatelli was 
picked as a team captain this 
year despite not competing in 
a single meet last season.

As soon as he was cleared, he 
was back at the pool, watching 
practice and rehabbing his leg.

Just 49 days after the mo-
ped accident, he competed in 
the 50 freestyle at the Hawk-
eye Invitational. He touched 

in 21.07 seconds. His 
best time of the season 
prior to the injury was 
20.79 seconds.

Donatelli said it was 
“weird” to swim the 50. 
He swam with one leg 
kicking and the other 
dragging behind him.

“The fracture is going 
to heal a lot quicker than 
a ligament,” Evans said. 
A non-complicated frac-

ture takes six to eight weeks to 
heal in a young, healthy person, 
he said, though such factors as 
smoking and body weight can ex-
tend the recovery.

He’s still Brian Donatelli and 
still a leader of the team. Part of 
that growing is in the pool, he said, 
and part of it is mental.

During his time at home follow-
ing the ACL tear, he said he found 
himself in a dark place, but after 
battling through those demons, he 
says he came out better than ever.

“I found out what’s important 
and kept reflecting on that,” he 
said. “It’s tough to go through those 
dark places, but you need that.”

He said he found unconditional 
love, and now he wants to share it 

with as many people as possible.
“[Donatelli] seems to have un-

derstood that anger is a funda-
mentally wasted emotion,” said 
Scott McNabb, a mentor and UI 
associate professor emeritus of 
education. “If he could figure 
that one out, what a huge life 
lesson he has learned.”

McNabb has had Donatelli in 
several of his classes, and he vis-
ited the swimmer in the hospital 
after the moped accident.

He told Donatelli during the 
hospital visit that he would 
help him pass the class in any 
way he could.

Donatelli, in turn, made every 
attempt to make it to class after 
breaking his leg. McNabb said he 
was shocked that he missed only a 
few classes.

“He just  guts  i t  out ,” 
McNabb said .

The two have developed a 
brother-type of relationship. Mc-
Nabb even dropped off a small 
transistor radio so Donatelli 
could listen to NPR’s coverage of 
the upcoming elections.

“They say that a measure of 
character is how you deal with 
the challenges you’re confront-
ed with in life,” McNabb said. 
“In the brief time I’ve know this 
young man, he has dealt with ex-
traordinary pain with these two 
injuries, both freak accidents.”

Donatelli’s character is continu-
ally praised by those around him.

“He never gave up and con-
tinued what he was doing,” his 
mother said. “He has a multitude 
of interests, and he has continued 
pursuing them.”

His coach echoes the sentiments.
“We have some concrete goals in 

the water for him, but the payoff is 
going to be later in life,” Long said. 
“He still has a long road, but he’s 
determined.”

“This kid has been through 
a lot,” McNabb said. “He’s onto 
something a lot bigger than the 
swimming team.”

Throughout the process, Do-
natelli said, he has adopted Mc-
Nabb’s philosophies, key parts of 
which are being grateful and hav-
ing fun, and it’s clear he’s having 
plenty of fun.

He is still the team leader 
and is still, as his mother put 
it, embracing everything the UI 
has to offer. She said he takes 
time to show new international 
students around.

As for swimming, he says think-
ing too much about times takes 
the fun away.

“You just gotta enjoy it ,” 
Donatelli  said. “This can 
be taken away from you at 
any moment.”

That’s a lesson he knows all 
too well.

“A lot of people think my sea-
son is over,” he said. “Hell, no. 
As long as my heart’s still beat-
ing, I’m still a part of this team.”

DONATELLI
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Iowa swimmer Brian Donatelli prepares to dive into the pool for the 200-free relay during the Hawkeye Invitational on Dec. 5. Donatelli broke 
his leg only 49 days before the event and competed in the 50 free and the 200-free relay. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

‘It would have been so easy for 
him to have given up. He has taken

 what has happened and done what 
he has to do to get better.’

— Julie Donatelli, mother

Iowa swimmer Brain Donatelli works out during a morning weights practice in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center on Nov. 24. Donatelli has been training and swimming with a broken leg less than a month after a moped accident. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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right thing, and this 
Midlands will tell us a 
lot,” Brands said. “That’s 
what we got to stay on, 
that plan. We got to stay 
on it and do the right 
thing. It’s not just for the 
program; it’s for him, too.

“When you have that 
option, you have to be 
smart about that option.”

Brand-new guys
Seventeen wrestlers 

will make the trip to 
Evanston, Illinois, for 
the Midlands, and that 
includes three freshmen 
in the midst of their red-
shirt seasons.

Seth Gross, Burke 
Paddock, and Sam Stoll 
— listed at 141, 165/174, 
and 285, respectively — 
have a combined record 

of 36-8 (albeit in smaller 
tournaments), and they 
will all get their first 
taste of major competi-
tion over winter break.

“We’re greedy. We want 
to see more and more 
and more, and we realize 
there is a learning curve 
and this is a big test to 
see where they’re at,” 
Brands said. “They’re 
doing finals right now, 
and, you know, the first 
time you go through this, 
there are things that are 

new to them, so they’re 
gaining experience every 
day.”

Looking for ‘the guy’
Brands said the Mid-

lands could help deter-
mine who Iowa’s starter 
at 149-pounds will be.

The weight has been 
a revolving door early 
this season; junior Bro-
dy Grothus and redshirt 
freshman Brandon So-
rensen have each been 

vying for the spot.
While both wrestlers 

have just one loss and 
have had their chanc-
es to prove themselves 
in competition, Grothus 
seemingly has the ad-
vantage. He’s coming off 
a dominant tech-fall win 
over Kaelen Richard of 
Michigan State and also 
owns a head-to-head win 
over Sorensen.

Regardless of previous 
history, both will travel 
to the Midlands, where 

Brands said he hopes for 
further separation.

“You take it one match 
at a time — that might 
be beating a dead horse 
there — but that re-
ally is the philosophy 
to take,” Grothus said. 
“You don’t worry about 
any other guys. I’m not 
worried about what So-
rensen or [Jason] Tsirt-
sis [of Northwestern] is 
doing.

“If we meet up, I’ll 
take care of business.”

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Scherff makes writers’ 
All-American Team

Iowa left tackle Brandon Scherff was 
named to the Football Writers Association 

of America All-American team. 
This marks the fifth of five required 

All-American teams for Scherff to be 
named a consensus All-American. 

Walter Camp, AP, Sporting News, 

and the American Football Coaches 
Association are the other four required 
lists, which Scherff had previously been 
named to. 

Scherff is the first consensus All-Ameri-

can since Adrian Clayborn in 2010. 
Overall, he has been named to nine 

All-American teams, the first Hawkeye 
since Larry Station in 1985. 

— by Ian Murphy

may have a higher ceil-
ing in those situations. 

That’s not to say Jok 
will take White’s spot, 
he’d likely step in for 
Clemmons, who has less 
scoring ability. When it 
gets deep into the Big 
Ten season, think of Jok 
as a guy who can give 
Iowa an early lead (à la 
Devyn Marble against 
Michigan last year). Is 
he as good of a player as 
Marble? Absolutely not.

But like the former 
Hawkeye, he has the 

“give me the ball, I’m go-
ing to score” mentality, 
which is something very, 
very valuable to have in 
the starting lineup.

Sheyko:  I’m sell-
ing this. Jok has been a 
pleasant surprise these 
past three games, and for 
all we know, his evolu-
tion could be happening 
right in front of our eyes. 
However, Clemmons still 
has a stronghold on the 
starting spot. 

Clemmons is probably 
the best perimeter de-
fender on the team, and 
he’s more than capable of-
fensively. But I think the 
biggest factor working in 
Clemmons’ favor in terms 
of staying in the start-

ing lineup has been the 
bench’s shaky play early. 

Some of the bench 
players are new to the 
program, and some are 
still trying to find their 
shot, but it’s likely that 
head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery would like to 
bring some sure scoring 
off the bench with Jok. 

Buy or Sell: Should Iowa 
be favored against UNI? 

Payne:  Sell. Iowa may 
finish the season with 
a better record, but the 
Panthers should be fa-
vored in this game. Al-
though a bit undersized, 
Seth Tuttle is danger-
ous down low, and Wes 

Washpun is coming off 
a 27-point performance 
against Virginia Com-
monwealth. He’s shoot-
ing a cool 60 percent, too.

Iowa knows UNI is no 
joke, and it’s almost im-
possible not to favor a 
team shooting 48 percent 
from the floor against Io-
wa, which has made 42 
percent of its shots.

Sheyko: Buy, but on-
ly in knowing that this 
game will likely come 
down to the final posses-
sions. 

There’s bound to be 
some overreaction to Io-
wa’s latest loss to Iowa 
State. However, I think 
the Hawkeyes match up 
better with Northern Io-

wa than Iowa State. 
Northern Iowa has 

ground out games defen-
sively — it’s only eclipsed 
70 points five times this 
season — and the Pan-

thers are not strong in the 
rebounding category (33.7 
per game, 236th in the 
nation). That fits Iowa’s 
style, and should make for 
an interesting matchup. 

BUY OR SELL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

But first, Bluder did grant her 
players some extra time in the past 
week to study for finals.

“It’s finals week, and really our focus 
has been there, not on basketball the 
last few days, and it needs to be because 
we have a lot of really good students on 
our team,” Bluder said on Wednesday. 
“We want them to focus. We haven’t 
practiced Monday or Tuesday.”

The players was back and ready for 
practice Wednesday in preparation 
for a game at Drake on Dec. 21, after 
which the Hawks will go home to cel-
ebrate the holidays. Then, however, 
they will promptly return and again 
dive right into preparing for a game 
on Dec. 28. From there, it’s a lot of 
practice and not a lot of games.

In these down times, the play-
ers will use the opportunity for 
more refined and specific individu-
al work that they hadn’t been able 
to do as much of during the hectic 
nonconference schedule. 

“This week has been really focused 
on our individual self as a player and 
getting better from that aspect,” for-
ward Kali Peschel said. “We haven’t 
had a lot of time in the past couple 
games and weeks to improve individ-
ually, so this was a huge time for us to 
improve fundamentally.”

Sometimes, you’ve got to see the 
forest for the trees, and in that sense 
this midseason opportunity for ex-
tensive individual workouts could 
prove to be the best way to improve 

the team as a whole. Without many 
chances to see the team improving 
against opponents, it may be the 
most efficient from a coach’s per-
spective to let the team improve by 
improving its pieces independently. 

Bethany Doolittle concurred, rec-
ognizing that — obviously — the 
capabilities of the players affect 
the system of the team.

“We’ve been working on ourselves 
more than anything else,” she said. 
“Working on what we can improve as 
individuals in the team game.” 

It seems like there’s an infinite 
amount of time ahead, so the 
Hawkeyes will have quite the op-

portunity to make strides, often 
an important characteristic of suc-
cessful teams. The key in regards to 
what degree that improvement will 
be, Bluder predicts, will simply be 
to keep the team energized. 

She doesn’t believe that will be a 
problem. At least for now, Iowa has its 
sights set on Drake and an unofficial 
state championship. 

“One of our goals was to be state 
champs,” Bluder said. “Since we’ve 
already beaten UNI and Iowa State, 
we have one team — Drake — 
standing between us and our goal. 
I think that helps; I’m glad that 
there’s more meaning to this game.”

WOMEN’S
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Iowa forward Kali Peschel shoots in Carver-Hawkeye on Dec. 11. The Hawkeyes defeated the Cyclones, 76-67. 
(The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)
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By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-Hansen@uiowa.edu

Nathan Burak, Iowa’s 197-pounder who has battled 
injuries throughout the early portion of the season, 
will make an unofficial return for the 52nd-annual 
Ken Kraft Midlands Championships on Dec. 29-30.

Unofficial because there’s a catch: he’ll compete 
unattached, which is significant because it keeps him 
eligible to redshirt this season.

This situation is similar to last year, when Burak 

kept his redshirt through the Midlands. Head coach 
Tom Brands said, like last year, he’s looking for 
Burak to wrestle well before pulling his redshirt.

Burak took third at last year’s Midlands and 
earned All-American honors at the national champi-
onships three months later.

In any case, Burak said he’s working to improve 
upon last year’s finish — both at the Midlands and 
NCAAs. He appeared confident about his status 
when he spoke on Wednesday.

“I’m feeling strong, I’m feeling good — I’m ready 

to go,” he said. “I’ll go out there, and preform to the 
very best of my ability, and go to dominate, and go to 
win. I trust the coaches and whatever they decide is 
ultimately best for me, and I want what’s best for me, 
so I’m going to go along with whatever they decide.”

Brands said Burak is handling the situation well 
— and to his credit, the wrestler repeatedly said he 
had complete faith in his coach’s decision.

“He wants to go, but we got to make sure it’s the 

By JACOB SHEYKO AND DANNY PAYNE
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Buy or Sell: Iowa’s season is a success 
so far

Danny Payne, basketball re-
porter: I’ll buy this, with hesitation. 
Sure, Iowa beat then-No. 12 North 
Carolina on the road, and that was an 
impressive win. But the real reason 
here is because of the individual suc-
cess the Hawkeyes have enjoyed. 

Anthony Clemmons is playing the 
best basketball of his career at Iowa. 
Aaron White is shooting close to 60 
percent from the floor, Mike Gesell 
and Adam Woodbury came up big in 
the North Carolina win, and Dom 
Uhl has been a pleasant surprise for 
Hawkeye fans, giving them a look into 
the future of the program.

Would a few more wins solidify this 
argument? Yes, but so far, certain 
players have been good; it’s time for 
them to put things together.

Jacob Sheyko, basketball re-
porter:  I’m going to sell this one, and 
it’s not because an 8-3 record at this 
point in the season is unacceptable. 
It’s because Iowa has put itself in 
position to win numerous games and 
just hasn’t pulled them out. 

Iowa led No. 9 Texas by 6 points at 
halftime, it trailed by just 5 against 
Syracuse, missing several opportuni-
ties in the second half to get a win in 
New York City. And then most recent-

ly, the Hawks missed an opportunity 
to take out its in-state rival at home 
while No. 13 Iowa State was missing 
one of its best players. 

The North Carolina win was big, 
but you get the feeling that there 
could have been at least one more 
quality win. 

Buy or Sell: Peter Jok will start be-
fore the season is over 

Payne:  Buy. At some point in the 
season, Iowa is going to need someone 
who can take the bull by the horns 
and score in big games. White has 
shown an ability to do that, but Jok 
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After injuries, Burak fights back 

Iowa’s Nathan Burak wrestles Nebraska’s Caleb Kolb in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 10, 2013. Iowa defeated Nebraska, 31-7. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

Hawks 
to use 
break to 
improve

Can Hawkeyes beat Panthers?
The DI’s men’s basketball reporters preview Iowa’s matchup with Northern Iowa in the Big 
Four Classic on Saturday.

SEE BUY OR SELL,  7A

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

Finally, winter break is upon us, and 
everybody can take a moment to relax. 

That is, everybody except Iowa’s 
in-season student-athletes, such as the 
women’s basketball team. The sports 
schedules don’t observe 
any sort of extended 
break period, so the 
Hawkeyes keep grind-
ing through the holi-
days. 

Though still prac-
ticing and working 
out regularly, however, 
games are few and far 
between. Beginning 
with the Hawkeyes’ last 
game, versus Iowa State 
on Dec. 11, they will play only six games 
over the next five weeks.

With so much practice time and such 
limited opportunity to compete, it be-
comes imperative that head coach Lisa 
Bluder prevents the team from becom-
ing lackadaisical during the break.

SEE WOMEN’S, 7A

Iowa’s Nathan Burak will wrestle unattached at the Ken Kraft Midlands Championships, set for Dec. 29-30.

SEE WRESTLING, 7A

Iowa guard Anthony Clemmons leaps for the ball with Iowa center Adam Woodbury in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 24. The 
Hawkeyes beat Pepperdine, 72-61. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

BUY OR SELL

THE BOX SCORE

Bluder
head coach
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MUSIC
Eufórquestra, Home for the 
Holidays, with Cornmeal and 
the Diplomats of Solid Sound
When: 8 p.m. Friday
Where: Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
Admission: $15 in advance, $20 
at the door; guests are encour-
aged to bring canned food for the 
Crisis Center. A free New Belgium 
draft or soft drink will be awarded 
for every four cans donated.

By ASHLEY MURPHY
ashley-d-murphy@uiowa.edu

A perfectly sculpted mus-
tache, sweat band, and, of 
course, its new song “Fire” 
prepare Eufórquestra for an 
intense game of Ping-Pong 
in the track’s music video. 
Saxophones, guitars, bass, 
keyboards, and drums cre-
ate the special mix of funk, 
soul, Afrobeat, and reggae 
that is customary for these 
Iowa City natives. Despite 
the plan for this humorous 

music video, it is the sponta-
neity of live shows that the 
band enjoys most.

“Everything that hap-
pens on stage is in the mo-
ment,” said Mike Tallman, 
the group’s guitarist and 
vocalist. “Sometimes, we 
have a night when we’re 
feeling good, and we take 
more musical risks than we 
might otherwise.”

This love of spontaneity 
explains why Eufórques-
tra has been a staple at 
local festivals for a de-

cade, from Summer of 
the Art’s Jazz Fest and 
Friday Night Concert Se-
ries to the Camp Euforia 
music festival. But off the 
outdoor summer stage, 
the group has performed 
a Home for the Holidays 
show for four years, and 
it will continue the tradi-
tion at the Englert The-
ater, 221 E. Washington 
St., at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
with opening bands Corn-
meal and the Diplomats 
of Solid Sound. Tickets 

for the show are available 
in advance for $15, $20 at 
the door.

Diplomats drummer For-
rest Heusinkveld said he 
and his band members are 
excited to go from attending 
the holiday show in past 
years to performing at it 
this year.

“This event has a really 
strong community vibe,” 
he said. “The students 
are all out of town, so the 
crowd will mostly be com-
posed of permanent Iowa 

City residents. It’s a com-
munity celebration.”

Despite the growth of 
Eufórquestra’s fan base 
outside of Iowa and its relo-
cation to Colorado in 2008, 
saxophone player and vo-
calist Austin Zalatel said 
the musicians make time to 
return to their roots.

“The crowd in Iowa City 
is what kind of propelled 
us to go out and explore,” 
Zalatel said. “Now, when we 

SEE MUSIC, 3B
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This Catfish is no 
bottom-feeder
By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

Although Keith 
Kozacik — more common-
ly known as Catfish Keith 
— was born in Indiana 
and raised in Davenport, 
he has a talent for captur-
ing the soulful sound of 
the Deep South.

Drawn to Keith’s fastid-
ious finger-picking, long-
time fan and friend John 
Hiett said he makes sure 
to see the country-blues 
musician perform at least 
a few times a year — even 
against all odds.

“I broke my leg on 
the way to the Mill to 
see him last winter and 
still stuck around for two 
sets,” Hiett said. 

Catfish Keith will re-
turn to the Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington St., at 8 p.m. 
Saturday. 

A dedicated musician 
since the age of 15, Keith 
has performed in every 
state in the America, 
toured overseas 42 times, 
and was inducted into 
the Blues Hall of Fame 
in 2008. He is under con-
sideration for a Grammy 
Award nomination, with 
his latest album, Honey 
Hole, getting No. 1 airplay 
on independent radio. 

“When you use finger-
picking and play slide 
guitar, you get a full, 
orchestra sound all on 

one guitar by playing 
the bass parts with your 
thumb and the melody, 
harmony, and counter-
part with your fingers,” 
Keith said. “Add singing 
and foot-stomping, and it 
makes the entire musi-
cal universe.”

 While fingerpicking has 
been trademark of Keith’s 
music, he said it took a lot 
of practice to master the 
skill.

“When I first heard fin-
gerpicking on records, it 
was a magical thing,”  he 
said. “I thought it was two 
or three guitarists playing 
at the same time. So when 
I got to where I could do 
this myself, I felt like I 
could do anything.” 

Keith said the Mill was 
one of his very first venues 
when he came to Iowa City 
in 1980, and he considers 
it his “home joint.” Mill 
talent buyer Andre Perry 
has similar enthusiasm 
about Keith,  saying peo-
ple always look forward to 
seeing him perform.

“We support his mu-
sic and the work he has 
done to advance blues 
from one generation to 
the next,” he said. “He is 
extremely talented and 
puts a lot of energy into 
his performances.” 

Despite having begun 
his musical career some 
decades ago, Keith sees 
no end in sight, hoping to 

achieve more and more 
with each passing year.

“I feel like I’ve got a lot 
of albums I want to make, 
I want to continue to tour 
and perform …” he said. “I 
was always ‘the kid’ on the 
scene following around my 
musical heroes; now I’m 
approaching ‘grizzled vet-
eran’ status, and I am so 
glad to be here.”  

As a well-versed figure 
in blues music, Keith said 
one of his ultimate goals is 
to continue getting young 
people involved. He advis-
es striving artists to study 
and practice rigorously. 

“The treasure trove 
of great American mu-
sic is unending. So nev-
er stop learning songs 
and repertoire of the 
great masters, and con-
tinue to work on your 
own craft,” he said. “It’s 
99 percent craft and 
work. The gift to do it 
helps, but it won’t mat-
ter without the work. 
Even after being in it 
for more than 35 years, 
I still feel like I’m just 
scratching the surface.”

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Moscow Mule
This quirky cocktail has been going 
in and out of style since it was 
invented in the 1940s during the 
height of the U.S. “vodka craze.” 
2014 was a golden — or should I say 
copper (wink-wink) — year for the 
Moscow Mule, so what better drink 
to toast the New Year?

Taste: The Moscow Mule consists of 
ginger beer, vodka, lime juice, and 
mint served over ice in a distinctive 
copper mug. This particular Mule 
was mixed at Donnelly’s Pub, 110 
E. College St., and for an Irish bar, 
the bartenders mix a good vodka 
drink. The ginger flavor was strong 
enough to soften the vodka but 
didn’t overpower the hints of lime 
and mint that give this cold drink a 
wintery feel.

Advice: If you decide to mix your 
own Moscow Mule, go whole hog: 
find actual ginger beer — Court 
Avenue Brewing Co. of Des Moines 
brews a good one — instead of gin-
ger ale, and don’t forget the sprig 
of mint. The aesthetically pleasing 
copper mug is worth a splurge as 
well, and it’s rather fun to watch the 
ice stick to the inside of the mug 
like a tongue on a cold metal pole. I 
triple-dog dare you to try it.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Toast, with Teen Daads 
and Black Bull Nova, 9 p.m., 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington
• Soulshake, 10 p.m. 

THEATER
• UI Playwrights Reading, 
4 p.m., Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
• Janice Ian Experience, 
improv group, 9 p.m., Mill, 
120 E. Burlington

 FILM
• White Christmas, 3 p.m., 
FilmScene, 118 E. College
• National Gallery, 5:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• A Girl Walks Home Alone at 
Night, 9 p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• Jazz After Five with 
Christopher’s Very Happy 
Band., 5 p.m., Mill
• Eufórquestra Home 
for the Holidays, 8 p.m., 
Englert
• Bass Gift, 9 p.m., Gabe’s
• Euforquestra Post-Show 
Party with the Dawn, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. 
Linn

FILM
• Whiplash, 4, 6:20, & 
8:40 p.m., FilmScene
• Gremlins, 11 p.m., Film-
Scene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Super Smash League, 7 
p.m., Game Geeks, 114 1/2 
E. College

 

MUSIC
• Ukulele Social Club, 4 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s
• Catfish Keith, 8 p.m., Mill
• Evan Stock Band, with Lee 
Big Daddy Kohl, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club

DANCE
• Bolshoi Ballet, Pharoah’s 
Daughter, 2 p.m., Englert
• UI Youth Ballet Winter 
Concert, 7:30 p.m., North Hall 
Space/Place
 
FILM
• It’s a Wonderful Life, 10 a.m., 
FilmScene
• Whiplash, 1, 4, & 6:20, 8:40 
p.m., FilmScene
• Gremlins, 11 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Celebrate the Season, 
photos with Santa and carriage 
rides, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Downtown
• One Night Stand-Up Comedy 
Show with Blair Christian, 9 
p.m., Gabe’s

MUSIC
• Iowa City Community 
Band Holiday Concert, 3 
p.m., Englert
 
DANCE
• Bolshoi Ballet, The Nut-
cracker, 11:55 a.m., Iowa 
City Marketplace Cinema 
• UI Youth Ballet Winter 
Concert, 2 p.m., Space/
Place

FILM
• Whiplash, 1, 4, & 6:20 
p.m., FilmScene

 MISCELLANEOUS
• Pub Quiz, 9 p.m., Mill

Come find us on 
Instagram!

@daily_iowan

By MADDIE CLOUGH
madeline-clough@uiowa.edu

Wrapping up the se-
mester with some chassés, 
the children and young 
adults of the University 
of Iowa Youth Ballet will 
host its Winter Concert 
Saturday in North Hall’s 
Space/Place.

Along with the levels 
one, two, and three pieces 
and the levels four and five 
performance of The Snow 
Queen, choreographed by 
guest choreographer and 
Youth Ballet instructor 
Eleanor Goudie-Averill, 
the kids will carry out an 
extra part to the show. 
They will showcase their 
practiced pirouettes, ara-
besques, battements, and 
other techniques execut-
ed in their typical class 
time through what the 
organization calls a lec-
ture demonstration or “lec 
dem.”

Youth Ballet instructor 
Kristin Marrs said the in-
stitute believes in display-
ing the students’ growth.

“I think it’s an import-
ant thing to show, because 
it’s great to have a fin-
ished product of choreog-
raphy, but I also think it’s 
really helpful for people 
to understand what the 
process of learning to be 
a dancer is and how [the 
students] got there,” she 
said. “We’re putting that 
out there for people to 
see what these kids have 
been working on so hard 
all semester long.”

Marrs said the lec-
ture-demonstration tactic 
was used for the first time 

last year at the fall perfor-
mance of The Nutcracker. 
It was so successful that 
the Youth Ballet decided 
to use it this year as well.

“I feel that’s so im-
portant for the parents 
to see,” Goudie-Averill 
said. “Peeking into class 
is different from seeing 
the combinations danced 
fully, which is what they 
do every day. I think it’s 
so impressive.”

The faculty of the UI 
Youth Ballet includes 
UI Dance Department 
faculty, undergraduate 
students, and graduate 
students, as well as peo-
ple uninvolved with the 
Dance Department.

Youth Ballet artistic di-
rector Jason Schadt says 
the program emphasizes 
opportunities for both stu-
dents and faculty.

“Part of the mission 
of the Youth Ballet and 
what makes it special is 
that we’re here to teach 
students to become great 
dancers and performing 
artists, but also to provide 
opportunities for instruc-
tors and choreographers 
to do rewarding work,” 
Schadt said.

Goudie-Averill said 
Schadt provides a con-
structive, open-minded 
environment for staff to 
create this “rewarding 
work.”

“One of my philosophies 
is that as a director, I try 
to be like an assistant, 
which you might think 
is kind of backwards,” 
Schadt said. “I don’t think 
it’s all that helpful for a 
director to be like a dic-

tator, especially when 
they’re gathering togeth-
er really creative and re-
sourceful people. Instead, 
people do their best work 
when you just trust them 
to make the decisions that 
are right for them.”

Goudie-Averill agreed 
that the program values 
faculty as much as stu-
dents, noting that the 
UI Youth Ballet students 
are some of the smartest 
she’s seen.

The students’ skills and 
work ethic will be appar-
ent to audiences at the 
Winter Concert, Goud-
ie-Averill said.

“What I think that 
Jason [Schadt] has fos-
tered a curiosity in the 
students about how bal-
let works and functions 
scientifically,” she said. 
“My mother came and 
watched rehearsal last 
week. She loved it, and 
she was just dazzled. But 
she also thought, ‘These 
students are so smart. 
They ask questions, and 
they’re so focused and 
disciplined, but they 
don’t seem miserable.’ 
I think that’s what sets 
the Youth Ballet apart. 
Once these dancers are 
in it, they bind together 
as a community.”

Youth Ballet twirls 
into winter

The Hobbit: The Battle of The Five 

Armies
Peter Jackson’s Hobbit trilogy 
comes to a rousing conclusion 
as Bilbo (Martin Freeman), 
Gandalf (Ian McKellan), and 
their fellowship of dwarves find 
themselves face to face with 
a dragon, shadowmancer, and 
armies of men, elves, orcs, and 
goblins.

Annie
Little orphan Annie leaps from 
the Depression era to the 21st 
century in this liberal adapta-
tion, starring pint-sized Oscar 
nominee Quvenzhane Wallis, 
Jamie Foxx, Cameron Diaz—and 
all the musical numbers you 
know and love.

Whiplash
Miles Teller of The Fault in Our 
Stars fame portrays determined 
jazz drummer Andrew in this 
electrifying drama. Spurred 
by big dreams, Andrew enrolls 
at one of the world’s most 
cutthroat music conservatories 
and is coached by an equally 
passionate professor.

MUSIC

Catfish Keith
When:  8 p.m. Saturday
Where: Mill, 120 E. Burlington 
Admission: $12 in advance, 
$15 day of show

DANCE
UI Youth Ballet Winter 
Concert
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Dec. 21
Where: Space/Place
Admission: $6-$12, free with 
UI student ID
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come back, the enthusiasm 
has only increased, so it’s a 
really powerful experience.”

The band started play-
ing local shows in Iowa 
City more than 10 years 
ago, and the musicians are 
known for their blend of 
genres from music all over 
the world. With five full-
length albums, they have 
played approximately 1,000 
shows, according to the Eu-
fórquestra website. 

While band members 
started with more Afrobeat 
and reggae tunes, the guys 
have recently explored 
their love of soul for the 
most recent album, FIRE. 
Zalatel said this subtle 
shift in genres came with 
a shift in the band’s lineup.

“The fifth album more 
represents the group of peo-
ple that we have now,” Zala-
tel said. “We’ve always kind 
of done the music we’ve 
been interested in at the 
time, and over the last few 
years, everyone’s been kind 
of getting into old-school 
soul and R&B, so we’re do-
ing more of that now.”

The band will introduce 
its new sound in its set for 
the Home for the Holidays 
show, but it will also include 
a few old Eufórquestra hits.

The band has incor-
porated another special 
element to the show. Not 
only will it play a holiday 
show for entertainment’s 
sake, it will also support 
the Johnson County Crisis 
Center’s Food Bank.

“We did a little research 
to find out who should be 
the beneficiary,” Tallman 
said. “We eventually decided 
to focus on local food banks 
that often get overlooked.”

Crisis Center communi-
cations coordinator Adam B 
Sullivan said the agency is 
grateful to have an oppor-
tunity to bring attention to 

a good cause from all differ-
ent kinds of people.

“The Crisis Center is 
really good at connecting 
with our current donors,” 
Sullivan said. “But Eu-
fórquestra has a whole big 
network here in town that 
doesn’t exactly connect 
with our network, and it’s 
a good chance for people 

to support something local 
and something good.”

The concert could help 
the Crisis Center reach its 
goal of delivering more than 
1 million pounds of food to 
more than 12,000 local res-
idents this year, something 
that can’t be said for many 
music performances.

Heusinkveld said being 

charitable and going to a 
concert aren’t completely 
unrelated.

“Good music has a way 
of inspiring people to do 
good things,” he said. “This 
event proves that when 
musicians and artists come 
together for a good cause, 
everybody wins.”

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Contributed
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Bolshoi ‘comes’ to town

By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Best Albums
1989, Taylor Swift
Swift’s transition in-

to pop music was met 
with rousing success, as 
1989 — with the hit sin-
gles “Shake It Off ” and 
“Blank Space” — became 
the top-selling album of 
2014 the same week as 
its release.

X, Ed Sheeran
He may have been 

out-done by his bestie and 
former touring partner 
Swift, but Sheeran’s sec-
ond album certainly holds 
its own. Sheeran keeps 
his perfect lyricism from + 
and adds in his recent ex-
perience, always keeping 
his words authentic.

In the Lonely Hour, 
Sam Smith

With a voice as seduc-
tive as Smith’s, I was not 
expecting this deep, heart-

felt album, but I was glad 
to be surprised. Smith is 
a glorious human who’s 
soothing power-house 
voice can fill my study 
time any day. (Advice: Lis-
ten to Smith’s live version 
of “Lay Me Down” from 
“Saturday Night Live.” 
Pure gold.)

By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

The Englert Theater 
will offer a rare opportuni-
ty to see a classic Russian 
ballet without having to 
fly 5,075 miles to Moscow.

At 2 p.m. Saturday, the 
Englert, 221 E. Washington 
St., will show the HD Cap-
ture of the Bolshoi Ballet 
performing Marius Petipa’s 
The Pharaoh’s Daughter, 
a ballet following an En-
glishman traveling through 
Egypt when a powerful 
storm breaks out. He is 
forced to take shelter in the 
nearest pyramid, where the 
daughter of one of Egypt’s 
most influential pharaohs 
lies entombed. When he 
falls asleep, he dreams the 
princess has come to life.

UI dance Professor 
George de la Peña said 
this kind of sweeping 
story line is typical of 
Petipa’s work.

“They are famous for 
epics in the tradition of 
the late great choreogra-

pher Marius Petipa,” de 
la Peña said. “Petipa was 
the first truly ‘successful’ 
choreographer in Rus-
sia. He staged epic enter-
tainments that arguably 
made ballet significant as 
a narrative entertainment 
without need of words.”

The Englert screened a 
Bolshoi production in No-
vember — along with more 
than 300 other theaters in 
22 countries — and it has 
shown numerous rebroad-
casts of National Theatre 
performances from Lon-
don since 2012. Execu-
tive Director Andre Perry 
said hosting international 
shows, even if they’re not 
performed live onstage, is 
important.

“[The Bolshoi Theater of 
Russia] is a series that we 
picked up this year,” Perry 
said. “We got some really 
great feedback about Na-
tional Theatre live perfor-
mances in the past couple 
of years, and this seemed 
like a really natural choice 
to show these performanc-

es that we may not have 
access to otherwise, unless 
we were going to New York 
or Los Angeles on a spe-
cial trip. It is just a way 
of bringing awesome art 
to Iowa City in a different 
kind of format.”

Englert Development 
Director Katie Roche said 
the performances appear 
in Iowa City at a good 
moment.

“These Bolshoi screen-
ings come at a time when 
the dance scene in Iowa 
City really seems to be en-
ergized,” she said. “Dance 
is being incorporated into 
so much of the new work 
that is being created and 
new companies, such as 
New Territory Dance, are 
cropping up, collaborating, 
and creating new work. 
It’s good time for this com-
munity to get to see what 
great work is being made 
by Bolshoi.”

Perry encouraged the 
community to see at least 
one Bolshoi screening, 
whether it be Pharoah’s 

Daughter on Saturday 
or La Bayadere on Jan. 
17, Romeo and Juliet on 
March 20, Swan Lake on 
April 12, or Ivan the Terri-
ble on May 16.

“You don’t have to go to 
every single one of these 
things, but go see one or 
two a year because it is 
just fun to see another 
form,” Perry said. “It’s like 
if you’re really into read-
ing and go see a lot of read-
ings at Prairie Lights, it’s 
important to mix it up for 
once. You’d be surprised, 
just having that external 
event that can really open 
up your perspective and 
your world.”

DANCE
Bolshoi Ballet: The Pharaoh’s 
Daughter
When: 2 p.m. Saturday
Where: Englert, 221 E. Wash-
ington
Admission: $15-$18

That was the culture 
that was

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

TO READ THE REST OF THIS 
STORY
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• Finals@IMU, Carbs & Caffeine Breakfast, 6:30 a.m., 
IMU first floor
• Finals@IMU, A.M. Yoga, 11 a.m., 179 IMU
• Gallery Pop-Up, UI Playwright Gallery Reading, 
works by Alysha Oravetz, Lupe Flores, Ryan Oliveira, 
and Alice Doherty, 4 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Michael John Davidson, organ, 7 p.m., United Con-
gregational Church, 30 N. Clinton
• Janice Ian Experience, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burl-
ington
• Toast, Teen Daads, Black Bull Nova, 9 p.m., Yacht 
Club, 13 S. Linn

• Mixology, 10 p.m., 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• Oasis Stage Presents: SOULSHAKE, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, December 18, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Re-evaluate your relationships with others. 
It’s best to make needed changes before the year comes to a close. New 
beginnings will motivate you to take charge of your life and head in a 
direction that will make you happy.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Say what’s on your mind. Make travel plans 
that will allow you to spend time with the ones you love. You’ll find 
some interesting items to purchase, but be careful not to spend too 
much. Charity begins at home.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You will face some uncertainty regarding 
your work or your relationship with one of your peers. Go above and 
beyond the call of duty, and you will have less to worry about. Your 
effort will impress someone who can influence your future.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ll come up with some excellent ideas 
that will please the ones you love. Shopping for that special someone 
will pay off. Enjoy the festivities going on around you, or plan your own 
little gathering.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Travel, go shopping, or spend time finishing 
last-minute projects that need to be put to rest before the year comes 
to a close. Don’t let an emotional situation at home paralyze you from 
following through with your plans.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Just say “yes.” Keep life simple, precise, and 
free of drama. Holding things together is something you do well, and 
with friends and family feeling the stress that often surfaces at this time 
of year, your steadiness will be welcomed.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Listen attentively, but don’t sign up for 
something that isn’t in your best interest. What you do to help a cause 
will be impressive if you offer your time and expertise. Donations will 
soon be forgotten. Make a difference. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Emotions will surface, and nostalgia will 
set in. Remember, the past year will bring both fond and sour memo-
ries. Do your best to digest what’s happened, and reflect on the out-
come before heading into the upcoming year.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Put your plans in motion. Tie up loose 
ends, and prepare to make your way to a night out with friends or some 
family fun. Decorating or making positive changes to your home will 
get you in a festive mood. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put more effort into tidying up loose 
ends and clearing up both professional and emotional matters that 
have been playing on your mind. Romance will help you clarify your 
feelings and enhance your personal future. Love is in the stars.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Keep your emotions in check. Now is not 
the time to bring up uncertainties regarding a partnership. Step back, 
and take a moment to rethink how you should move forward. Strive for 
equality, and you will find happiness.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Wanting to help those less fortunate is 
admirable, but do so by offering your time or services, not your hard-
earned cash. Impulse purchases or donations will leave you in a precari-
ous economic position when payments are due. Love is on the rise.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System

Haiku Fridays:

“Get a choc’late lab.”
They said it’d make me 

happy.
Thought it’d be a room. 
Dear The Entire World,

It’s time to get 
SERIOUS.
PS, I farted. 

Casual Shakespeare:
Hank 5, 2 Dudes from 

V-Town,
Dicky 3, King John.

Do not mourn my death;
I will be with you al-

ways.
My clones will make 

sure. 
“You ate HOW MUCH 

pork!?”
That’s a secret between 

me
and my coroner. 

Thank God for tables.
Where else would we put 

options?
Surely not on chairs. 
This crazy-ass world

is madcap whackadoodle. 
I’m for serial. 

Children are precious,
for within each one of 

them
is a bag of cash. 

My shrink ray complet-
ed,

I must thank all those 
who helped:

the little people. 
Resealable bags,

this goes double for Prin-
gles,

Are just for quitters. 

 Andrew R. Juhl. 
You should write him a 

haiku. 
He did it for you.

A leader is best when people barely know he exists, when his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will say: We did it ourselves. 
— Lao Tzu
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