
By NICK MOFFITT
nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City Council in a spe-
cial session on Tuesday did not delay 
demolition of three 150-year-old cottag-
es on South Dubuque Street.

The council did not set a public hear-
ing on the cottages on a 4-3 vote, with 
Mayor Matt Hayek and Councilors Su-
san Mims, Terry Dickens, and Michelle 
Payne voting no.

Ted Pacha, the owner of the cottages, 
was satisfied that the City Council af-
firmed his property rights.

During the meeting, Pacha said he 
was simply trying to preserve his fami-
ly’s financial future in light of his battle 
with cancer.

“My intention was to go and do a sim-
ple thing — rezone my property — that I 
have owned for 30 years,” he said.

Pacha will now be eligible to be issued 
a demolition permit starting Wednesday. 
Had a public hearing been approved, it 
would have put a 60-day moratorium on 
the issuance of that permit.

The cottages house the Book Shop, 
608 S. Dubuque St., Suzy’s Antiques & 
Gifts, 610 S. Dubuque St., and Moy Yat 
Ving Tsun Kung Fu Academy, 614 S. 
Dubuque St.

Dickens was the last to speak during 
the council’s deliberation, during which 
the council seemed split 3-3.

“I actually took a tour of the build-
ings,” Dickens told The Daily Iowan. “I 
could pull bricks out of the building with 
my bare hands.”

The structural disrepair was the main 
reason Dickens said he voted no.

Councilor Jim Throgmorton, who vot-
ed yes for the public hearing, said voting 
no was shortsighted.

“Every older building in Iowa City has 
features not unlike those shown,” he said.

Throgmorton said the owner’s re-
sponsibility for the condition of the 
buildings is something that should 
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By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

When it first opened its doors in 2004 as 
a space for entrepreneurs to meet and 
share ideas, the University of Iowa’s 
Bedell  Entrepreneurship Learning 

Laboratory was among the first one of its kind 
nationwide.

However, now celebrating its 10th anniversary, Be-
dell is one of hundreds of similar programs across the 
nation, Bedell Director Lynn Allendorf said.

The Bedel l , she  said , was  opened to  help 
students  in  a  way the  business  school  couldn ’ t 
— providing them a  physical  space  to  meet 
and work.

“Students are often living in dorms or shared 
apartments where they don’t really have physical 
space to work on their businesses,” she said. “And 
it’s often difficult to work in teams. Where are you 
going to meet, in your bedroom?”

Converted from an old fraternity house, Bedell 
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By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Students across the 
board in Iowa City con-
tinue to excel, ranking 
comparably high in the 
state, according to a re-
port introduced to the 
School Board on Tuesday.

The 2013-14 annu-
al progress report was 
presented to the board 
members at the meet-
ing, showing growth in 
students from elementa-
ry, junior high, and high 
school levels.

“Our achievement is 
increasing,” Assistant Su-
perintendent Becky Fur-
long said. “You can see 

this many ways by looking 
at data over time.”

One way to point out 
how students in the dis-
trict excel is to look at 
ACT scores and Nation-
al Merit 
s c h o l a r s 
in the high 
s c h o o l s , 
according 
to the re-
port.

A re-
ported 85 
percent of 
s tudents 
in the dis-
trict who took the ACT 
assessment received com-
posite scores of more than 
20, according to the report.

The district ranks high 
compared with average Io-
wa ratings, which is 68 per-
cent. The national rating is 
even lower, 57 percent. 

Additionally, 29 students 
in the district were named 
National Merit scholars. 

Students are offered 
rigorous classes and op-
portunities to take col-
lege courses along with 
great teachers and com-
munity support, Furlong 
said. She said she thinks 
those are the factors that 
directly correlate with 
student success.

“Sometimes, we don’t 
realize how well our stu-
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budding businesses

Local students doing well
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EPA delays fuel standard
By CASSIDY RILEY
cassidy-riley@uiowa.edu

The EPA recently an-
nounced that the 2014 
renewable-fuel standard 
won’t be finalized until 
2015, which some say 
is a sign the pressure 
against lowering the 
standard is working. 

Since the Energy In-
dependence and Security 
Act created the current 
standard in 2007, the an-
nual standard has steadi-
ly increased in line with 
the timetable laid out in 
the law. But in 2013, the 
EPA proposed reversing 
the schedule by lower-
ing the standard from 

16.55 billion gallons in 
2013 to 15.21 billion gal-
lons for 2014. 

The renewable-fuel 
standard 
mandates 
how much 
renewable 
fuel has 
to be pro-
duced and 
b l e n d e d 
each year. 

S i n c e 
the pro-
posal was 
first released, it has set 
off a strong negative re-
sponse from stakeholders 
and political represen-
tatives from states such 
as Iowa, in opposition to 

the oil industry pressur-
ing the EPA to lower the 
standard.  The agency 
has received comments 
and delayed a final deci-
sion for more than a year.

“The EPA said that 
because of the volume 
of comments and strong 
feelings about the pro-
posal, it was time to 
take a step back,” Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
said in a statement. “You 
could say the process of 
our system of govern-
ment worked well here.  
Members of the pub-
lic weighed in, and the 

SEE FUEL, 7
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UI student Elise Froh speaks to a reporter in her office at the Bedell Entrepreneurship Learning Laboratory on Dec. 5. Froh started the business Mobile Bra Shoppe, which offers 
professional measuring and fitting services to customers at home. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

PRESIDENT MASON, LET’S TALK.
A LETTER FROM THE DAILY IOWAN’S EDITOR. 
OPINIONS.

The Bedell Entrepreneurship Learning Laboratory turned 10 years old.
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DJ Pei performs at the Union Bar on Tuesday. DJ Pei and Lindsay Lowend were the opening acts for Keys ’N’ Krates. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)

Challenge sparks winter biking
By CORY PORTER
cory-porter@uiowa.edu

Come winter, the trip 
from the front door to 
the car is too frigid and 
grueling for many, but 
for participants of the 
Winter Warrior Chal-
lenge, it’s just another 
day for cycling.

The University of Io-
wa Office of Sustainabil-
ity and UI Bicycle Ad-
visory Committee will 
hold the second Winter 
Warrior Challenge, and 
they hope to see more 
participants sign up 
throughout the month.

The event challenges 
cyclists to continue riding 
through the winter, from 
Dec. 1 to Dec. 20, and then 
to log their miles, and pic-
tures, on the Sustainabili-
ty Office’s website.

“We wanted to do some-
thing to highlight that 
biking is something you 
can do all year round; it 
doesn’t have to be some-

thing you put away once 
it gets cold,” said graduate 
student Andrew Lynch, 
the head of the Bicycle Ad-
visory Committee.

George McCrory, a 
communications special-
ist for the Sustainability 
Office, said the event was 
created last year to give 
people an incentive to 
commute by bike during 
the winter months. 

Last year’s 189 partic-
ipants logged more than 
3,167 trips and 8,294 miles.

So far, McCrory said, 
only 120 people have 
signed up, but he said 
he is not too concerned 
because it is still early 
in the challenge, and it 
takes a bit of dedication 
to bike in the winter.

Ingrid Anderson, a 
member of the Bicycle 
Advisory Committee, said 
cycling during the winter 
isn’t such a frightening 
proposition as long as peo-
ple dress appropriately.

“Part of it is having 

the right equipment, 
like the saying, ‘There’s 
no bad weather, there’s 
just bad gear,’ so if you 
have the right gear, it’s 
not too bad,” she said.

When participants log 
their miles, they become 
eligible for prizes from 
bike shops around Iowa 
City, including the Bro-
ken Spoke, 30th Centu-
ry Bicycle, and World of 
Bikes, among others.

The bike shops were 
happy to be a part of the 
challenge, said UI sopho-
more Willy Tan, an intern 
at the Sustainability Of-
fice who helped organize 
this year’s event.

“They definitely sup-
port the university with 
all of our biking on cam-
pus,” Tan said.

Anderson also credited 
Iowa City for recognizing 
and sharing the road with 
the cycling community.

“Yeah there’s a really 
strong cycling commu-
nity and I feel pretty 

safe riding right on the 
roads; I think most mo-
torists are pretty atten-
tive, even in the winter,” 
Anderson said.

Participants also 
have the option of up-
loading pictures of 
themselves, or their 
bikes, for the challenge, 
and last year’s results 
were a plethora of cy-
cling pride, from cyclists 
with icicles on their 
beards to bikes covered 
in Christmas lights.

Lynch said the event 
is a nice way to recog-
nize, and perhaps en-
courage, this dedicated 
cycling community of 
Iowa City.

“We had a lot of suc-
cess with it last year, it 
was really a lot of fun, 
and it’s a good way to 
allow people to have a 
little fun with some-
thing maybe they do 
every day or have an in-
centive to try something 
new,” he said.

Football-ticket program to continue
By KAITLIN DEWULF
kaitlin-dewulf@uiowa.edu

As the University of 
Iowa football season 
winds down, with only 
a bowl game left on the 
schedule, officials seek 
to continue improving 
ticket sales. 

The Athletics Depart-
ment is in the prelim-
inary stages of discus-
sions over programs to 
further increase foot-
ball-ticket sales in 2015.

To help encourage 
students to attend foot-
ball games this past 
season, the department 
used incentives for stu-
dent-tickets sales.

The Athletics Depart-
ment introduced an in-
centive program aimed 
at boosting lagging foot-
ball-ticket sales in July, 
but that was suspended 
after the Iowa Depart-
ment of Inspections and 
Appeals posed questions 
of its legality and logis-
tics to university officials. 

“I believe our efforts 

were worthwhile,” Asso-
ciate Athletics Direcgtor 
Rick Klatt said. “And we 
will continue to work to 
reach sellout status for 
all home games of the 
football team next and 
in the years to follow.”

He said the average 
student attendance at 
football games increased 
slightly this season de-
spite having several 
visiting teams selling a 
meager number of their 
allotted 3,000 tickets. 

Among other Big Ten 
schools, the Universi-
ty of Illinois-Urbana/
Champaign is also con-
sidering an incentive 
program to drive up stu-
dent ticket sales. 

Brad Wurthman, the 
Illinois associate athlet-
ics director for marketing 
and fan developments, 
said that historically, the 
department has stressed 
the importance of stu-
dent turnout for athlet-
ics, and especially its 
football team.

“We want to make 

sure that students un-
derstand how important 
it is to buy tickets and 
support their athletics 
teams,” Wurthman said. 
“And we want to reward 
them for doing so.”

He said Fighting Illini 
officials will establish 
a robust incentive pro-
gram, but the depart-
ment is not sure what 
will work best yet. 

“[The department] 
is going through and 
benchmarking other 
programs across the 
country and seeing what 
works and for whom 
to help us decide what 
will be most effective,” 
Wurtham said. 

Northwestern does not 
have to consider a tick-
et-sales incentive program.

“We have not incentiv-
ized ticket sales for the stu-
dents,” said Paul Kennedy, 
the director of communi-
cations for Northwestern 
athletics. “The students do 
not pay for tickets at North-
western athletics events.”

The University of Wis-

consin-Madison also does 
not have a ticket incen-
tive program and does 
not plan to in the future. 

Justin Doherty, an as-
sociate athletics director 
at Wisconsin, said the de-
partment is satisfied and 
appreciative of the stu-
dent interest it receives in 
buying football tickets and 
does not feel an incentive 
program is necessary. 

Doherty said it was a 
typical year for student 
turnout and a highly 
successful one. 

“Student football tick-
ets usually completely 
sell out in less than two 
hours,” he said. 

For the UI, the Athlet-
ics Department is going 
to continue to strive for 
sellout status for football 
games through strate-
gies such as the incen-
tive program this year. 

“Our expectation ev-
ery year is improve-
ment,” Klatt said. “So 
my answer today is yes: I 
expect a higher turnout 
next year.”

METRO
Iowa City Brown 
Bottle closes

Dave Landau, the owner of both Iowa 
City’s and North liberty’s Brown Bottles, 
confirmed that the Iowa City location, 
115 E. Washington St., has closed.

Sunday was its last day of operation. 
From this point on, the North Liberty 
location, 125 E. Zeller St., will remain open.

“It’s not just financial reasons,” 
Landau said. “Our business has been 
dropping in Iowa City, and North 
Liberty has been growing and needing 
a lot more attention.”

He noted that much of the reconstruc-
tion of businesses on Washington Street 
played into the decision to close as well.

“We just had conversations with 
our landlord, MidWestOne Bank, 
and they needed space to speed up 
remodeling,” Landau said. “I needed to 
be out to take care of North Liberty, so 
it worked out for both of us.”

The Iowa City restaurant had been 
open for 40 years. The North Liberty 
location opened in 1994.

“We’re just going to focus on North 
Liberty and moving forward,” Landau said.

— by Aaron Walker

Coralville police probe 
motel deaths

Coralville police are investigating 
the death of two individuals that were 
found at the Suburban Inn in Coralville.

According to a press release, 
Coralville police were called by hotel 
staff at about 6:38 p.m. to the Subur-
ban Inn, 2491 Holiday Road. The staff 
had discovered the deceased bodies of 
two individuals in one of the rooms.

Officers verified the individuals were 
deceased after arriving on the scene and 
then preceded to secure the premises.

Authorities have not confirmed 
the identity of the individuals. The 
Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation 
Crime Scene Unit has been requested 
to assist with the investigation.

Authorities have yet to determine 
whether foul play was involved.

The bodies will undergo an autopsy 
to determine the cause of death and 
confirm the identity of the individuals.

“We do not believe that members of 
the community are in any danger as a re-
sult of this incident,” Coralville Police Chief 
Barry Bedford said in the press release.

— by Rebecca Morin
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New law degree 
sparks interest
University of Iowa officials are excited about a new master’s 
degree in the College of Law.

By CHRIS HIGGINS
christopher-higgins@uiowa.edu

An impending degree 
program from the Uni-
versity of Iowa College 
of Law, alternatively 
described by officials 
as “exciting” and “the 
wave of the future,” has 
drawn considerable in-
terest.

The state Board of 
Regents approved the 
UI’s proposed Master of 
Studies in Law degree 
at last week’s telephon-
ic meeting. Generally, 
the regents expressed 
enthusiasm.

“I’m going to sign up 
for this,” Regent Ruth 
Harkin said during the 
Education and Student 
Affairs Committee dis-
cussion.

The new 30-semes-
ter-hour degree would be 
geared toward students 
who do not want to prac-
tice law but would still 
like knowledge of legal 
issues for their profes-
sions. It still needs to be 
reviewed and approved 
by the American Bar 
Association.

However, the regents 
did have some concerns, 
and they requested 
a follow-up from law 
Dean Gail Agrawal in 
February as well as reg-
ular communication be-
fore signing off on the 
program.

They discussed 
whether there could 
be confusion over ad-
missions standards 
between different law 
programs and how the 

new program will affect 
resources at the college.

“It sounds like it could 
be a very exciting pro-
gram,” said Regent Katie 
Mulholland last week. 
“A couple of concerns: 
concerns 
on the 
resources 
of the law 
school be-
cause, as 
described 
to my 
colleague 
regents, 
it could 
b e c o m e 
very popular, and that 
would add to staffing 
needs at the law school.”

Agrawal is not fazed 
by the regents’ ques-
tions.

“We’re not anticipat-
ing any problems,” she 
told The Daily Iowan. 
“Part of what we have to 
establish for our accred-
iting agency is that this 
won’t have an adverse 
effect on our J.D. pro-
gram.”

As for admissions con-
fusion, Agrawal said the 
application process will 
be completely distinct, 
particularly as it will 
not occur through the 
Law School Admission 
Council.

Officials have de-
scribed the program as 

“slow-growth” and “rev-
enue-neutral.”

“It is difficult to as-
sess what the demand 
for this new program 
might be,” Agrawal wrote 
in an email. “We would 
be pleased to matricu-
late an inaugural class 
of at least five students 
and eventually to have a 
class of 20 students.”

Several universities 
across the country have 
implemented similar 
programs in recent years.

Chris Meazell, a Wake 
Forest professor of legal 
studies and director of 
law graduate programs, 
said enrollment in its 
similar program is in 
the mid-teens with a 
“slow growth” since the 
degree’s inception three 
years ago.

“It has grown a bit 
and we expect that to 
continue,” he said.

The University of Ari-
zona implemented a sim-
ilar program last fall, al-
beit for undergraduates.

Najwa Nabti, the Ar-
izona College of Law di-
rector of undergraduate 
programs, said enroll-
ment for the spring will 
be 25 students, includ-
ing full-time and part-
time students.

“It’s grown slowly as 
we watch the program,” 
she said.

Lawmakers agree on 
spending bill 
By DAVID ESPO and ANDREW 
TAYLOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
With time running 
short, Republicans and 
Democrats agreed Tues-
day on a $1.1 trillion 
spending bill to avoid a 
government shutdown 
and delay a politically 
charged struggle over 
President Obama’s new 
immigration policy until 
the new year.

In an unexpected 
move, lawmakers al-
so agreed on 
legislation ex-
pected to be in-
corporated into 
the spending 
measure that 
will permit a 
reduction in 
benefits to cur-
rent retirees at 
economically distressed 
multiemployer pension 
plans. Supporters said 
it was part of an effort 
to prevent a slow-mo-
tion collapse of a system 
that provides retirement 
income to millions, but 
critics objected vehe-
mently.

Officials said final de-
tails of the sweeping bill 
to fund the government 
would be available lat-
er Tuesday, after it was 
posted online.

“The federal govern-
ment’s going to run out 
of money in two days. 

… We’ve been trying to 
work with Republican 
leaders to avoid a shut-
down,” Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid of 
Nevada said at midaft-
ernoon as final negotia-
tions dragged on.

Speaker John Boeh-
ner said he hoped for a 
vote on the measure on 
Thursday, and officials 
expressed confidence 
they could overcome op-
position from tea-par-
ty-backed Republicans 
and avoid a government 
shutdown.

Senate approval would 
then be required to send 
it to Obama — one of 
the final acts of a two-
year Congress far better 
known for gridlock than 
for accomplishment.

Not only a two-year 
Congress, but also a po-
litical era was drawing 
to a close as the lights 
burned late inside the 
Capitol on a December 
night.

For the first time in 
eight years, Republi-
cans will have a Senate 
majority in January af-
ter a hugely successful 

midterm election, and 
newly elected GOP sen-
ators-elect participated 
in closed-door strategy 
sessions during the day.

Before time runs out 
on his majority, Reid 
said he wanted to en-
sure confirmation of 
nine more of Obama’s 
judicial nominees and 
approve the appoint-
ment of Vivek Murthy 
as surgeon general.

Also on Congress’ 
must-do list is legisla-
tion to renew a series of 
expiring tax breaks, and 

a bill to authorize 
the Pentagon to 
train and equip 
Syrian rebels to 
fight ISIS forces in 
the Middle East.

The compromise 
spending bill will 
permit virtually 
the entire gov-

ernment to operate nor-
mally through the Sept. 
30 end of the fiscal year, 
with the exception of the 
Department of Home-
land Security.

Funds for that one 
agency will run out again 
in late winter. That will 
give Republicans an op-
portunity to try to use the 
expiration as leverage 
to force Obama to roll 
back a decision that 
will suspend the threat 
of deportation for an 
estimated 4 million im-
migrants living in the 
country illegally.

Harkin
Regent ‘The federal goverment's going to run 

out of money in two days. ...We've been 
trying to work with Republicans to 

aviod a shutdown.'
— Harry Reid, Senate Majority House Leader



If you answered “C,” then you circled the same letter 
I did. And as the Editor-in-Chief of the DI, I believe it’s 
time our readership become aware of how the access we 
formerly had with President Mason has suddenly come 
to a screeching halt. Let’s put it this way: our monthly 
one-on-one Q&As are a thing of the past. The only inde-
pendent student newspaper at the University of Iowa 
now possesses virtually zero personal access to the No. 1 
newsmaker on this campus. 

It is the DI’s tradition to conduct sit-down one-on-one 
interviews with the president of the university.

During my tenure at The Daily Iowan for the last four 
years, a reporter had a standing date with Mason’s office 
every month. The story ran on page one, and the Q&A — 
often a nearly 6,000-word transcribed interview — would 
run in the paper, often in its entirety.

I can speak personally about this experience.
Previously, as a DI metro reporter, I was once assigned 

to the administration beat. The beat required a monthly 
sit-down interview with the president of the university. 
This opportunity provided the reporter and university ad-
ministration a chance to discuss issues from that month 
and what might be of interest to the student, faculty, and 
staff, as well as the greater Iowa City community.

I treated this experience as nothing less than a priv-
ilege. Getting the chance to speak with a high-ranking 
university official was exciting. Let’s be frank: I was proud 
to have a more personal relationship with Mason than 
most of my other peers would ever have.

That said, these sessions were not what one might ex-
pect from a journalist/source interview. Each month, we’d 
sit in her office at a small round table. The group includ-
ed Mason, me, and UI spokesman Tom Moore, as well as 
the occasional Daily Iowan TV reporter, to discuss a list of 
topics that had been previously approved by the universi-

ty. If the reporter were to ask a question that had not been 
approved, Mason would often either refer to someone else 
for the answer or decide not to comment on such topic. To 
the best of my knowledge, Mason is the only source we 
deal with — including national politicians  — who has 
required prior approval of interview material.

Admittedly, Mason was always very pleasant. She 
asked where I was from, how I was doing. By the time 
Dance Marathon arrived in 2012 she greeted me by name 
at the Big Event and was happy to discuss what philan-
thropy meant to the UI. In other words, we had as close to 
a professional journalist/source relationship as can likely 
happen at a big university. And I’m one of a long line of DI 
editors and reporters who had a similar connection with 
past UI presidents.

Neil Brown, current vice president and editor of the 
Tampa Bay Times and former DI Editor in 1979-80, re-
called a very “open relationship” with then-President Wil-
lard “Sandy” Boyd. He said members of the staff were able 
to pick up the phone and call Boyd for an interview if not 
once a week, then every other week. 

“The university administration, including President 
Mason, have an obligation to provide access for the 
DI and by extension the students of the University of 
Iowa,” Brown told me. 

“The DI is a great way to provide that openness and 
honesty and transparency that I’m sure Mason seeks in 
her administration. To try to control the communication 
to me seems to kind of counter the values associated with 
the UI and the state [of Iowa].” 

In 2001, the DI conducted monthly Q&As with then- 
President Mary Sue Coleman. Former Daily Iowan Ed-
itor and current senior adviser for open government at 
the White House Cori Zarek recalls Coleman’s “congenial 
working relationship” with the newspaper.

“[Coleman] participated in a monthly Q&A, which had 
a long tradition over the years, and I’m sorry to see it 
has been eliminated,” Zarek told me. “It is important for 
journalists and the institutions they cover to have a pro-
ductive working relationship despite the inherent tension 
that exists.

“It may be even more important for institutions to 
foster positive relationships with student journalists as 
they learn their craft through practice. Everyone has a 
job to do, and there is always an opportunity to learn 
from one another.” 

And former DI Editor and now freelance writer Laura 
Heinauer expressed similar sentiments about Coleman.

“I think that she respected the paper and that overall, 
it was a very positive relationship,” she said.

STAFF

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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The sit-down
Dear Readers: 

Please answer the following multiple-choice question: 
 

How much access do you think The Daily Iowan — the campus 
newspaper serving the University of Iowa and Iowa City

community — has with university President Sally Mason? 
 

A.  Unlimited 
B.  More than others 
C.  Little or nothing

Jordyn Reiland
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



A little more recently, Jason Brummond, 
current analyst at Frank N. Magid Asso-
ciates and former DI editor in 2007-08, 
worked with former UI President David 
Skorton — a leader who Brummond said 
had a very “open and student-friendly” 
personality.

“… The thing I would underline is how 
valuable the exchange between the DI and 
president is for UI students,” Brummond 
said. “That’s the only 
source of campus and 
local news for many stu-
dents.”

Further, he said, 
these sit-down verbatim 
interviews, published in 
the DI, is the only forum 
on campus in which stu-
dents ask questions of 
a campus leader. And 
that’s relevant to the 
student readership, not-
ed Brummond, because 
it’s important to hear 
what the president has 
to say to someone who 
understands her or his 
viewpoint.

In fact, for the first six years of Ma-
son’s tenure, the DI did have access. But 
remember the sexual-assault kerfuffle in 
February? When one of Mason’s verbatim 
quotes made it into the paper? If you ha-
ven’t noticed — that event alone appears 
to be what marked the end of a long and 
proud tradition of granting student-jour-
nalists the one-on-one access they have 
had with the University of Iowa’s chief 
newsmaker. 

I come to this conclusion because after 
that Q&A ran, two subsequent months of 
scheduled Q&A interviews with Mason 
were canceled with little or no notice. And 
Joe Brennan  — the UI vice president for 
Strategic Communications — told me and 
Kristen East, then the DI’s editor-in-chief, 
in May of this year that the cancellations 
were due to the bad press Mason got after 
the interview appeared.

To be more specific: on Feb. 18, a DI 
reporter conducted a typical monthly sit-
down interview with Mason. The first 
question was about the sixth sexual as-
sault reported in the 2013-14 school year. 
The reporter asked Mason if the increased 
awareness and education has been benefi-
cial for students because of the increased 
number of reported cases.

Mason responded by saying that more as-
saults being reported was a positive devel-
opment. Eventually, she went on to say this:

“The goal would be to end that, to never 
have another sexual assault. That’s prob-
ably not a realistic goal just given human 
nature, and that’s unfortunate, but the 
more we understand about it, the better we 
are at trying to handle it and help people 
get through these difficult situations …”

This statement created an uproar 
among many of our readers.

Mason spoke at the 31st-annual Presi-
dential Lecture a few days later, held at 
the Levitt Center. Several protesters were 
in attendance, interrupting her speech 
and demanding she change her position 
regarding sexual assault based on the 
comments that appeared in the DI.

A subsequent demonstration took place 
on Feb. 24 on the Pentacrest, in which stu-
dents called for change in how administra-
tors handle sexual assaults.

The Associated Press covered the pro-
tests, and an AP reporter interviewed then-
DI Editor-in-Chief East, who was quoted as 
saying she and her editors never expected 
the uproar that would follow from that one 

verbatim interview with Mason.
But students were upset and wanted 

to see change. Mason quickly introduced 
several new university responses to sexu-
al assault, including new sanctions, a six 
point plan, and an advisory committee.

And then the powers that be took care 
of one other little loose end: they canceled 
the Daily Iowan’s March and April Q&As 
with Mason. 

In May, the top editors at the DI re-
ceived an email from VP Brennan. He 

asked for a meeting. We held it at DI of-
fices, and Brennan suggested to East and 
me — then the paper’s managing editor 
— that future Q&As with Mason should 
not be published in their entirety. He con-
tended that doing so did not appropriate-
ly denote all the context of a situation. 
Rather, he encouraged us to run a single 
story from those interviews — not a tran-
scribed, verbatim Q&A.

(Keep in mind the DI is an independent, 
student-run organization set up as a non-
profit. Journalism professors are not our 
advisers, and sources such as Brennan 
possess no editorial direction of our paper.)

And then a very surprising develop-
ment: Brennan handed each of us a 
stapled packet of information that 
included tips and tricks to being bet-
ter reporters and conducting better 
in-person interviews. 

I am a proud leader of the DI, but 
I know there’s always room for im-
provement. I’m fully aware that on 
some days we succeed with our mis-
sion of training student journalists 
and informing the public, and other 
days we undeniably struggle. We are 
a college newspaper, and we strive to 
be the best we can be. But as a woman, 
and as a senior journalism major, who, 
according to awards provided by the 
Associated Collegiate Press this year 
and last, has been at the helm of one 
of the top-10 campus newspapers in 
the country, I was insulted.

Interviewing Mason was not my 
first rodeo. By the time we are seniors, 
we know how to conduct a verbatim 
interview. You just hit record. And 
transcribe it.

We were provided only one more 
Q&A that May — and then that was 
the end of our access.

From that point onward, our access 
to Mason has been something entirely 
different. The administration decided 
instead to schedule a collective “media 
availability” meeting once a month to 
any and all media organizations that 
wanted to attend. They name the time 
and the date. And all of us are expect-
ed to show up and share the access.

So here’s the new reality:
On Nov. 18, the date of the last 

“availability,” we sent Metro reporter 
Aaron Walker to a boardroom in Jessup 
Hall. He said a group of five or so local 

reporters gathered, including writers 
from the Gazette and the Press-Citizen.  
Mason was there, of course, along with 
her “strategic communications” team.  
She also brought along two UI photog-
rapher/videographers. 

Keep in mind that the local media 
are forbidden to bring their own vid-
eographers OR photographers, be-
cause we are told that the cameras 
take up too much space in the room.  
But the truth is the room holds 18 to 

20 people, and there’s more than ample 
room. And I will tell you this from my own 
experience at September’s media availabil-
ity event: When another local media outlet 
tried to bring in a video camera, it was told 
recording was not allowed because Mason’s 
team would provide any and all images from 
the event and post it on the university web-

site. 
Walker told me that in November, Mason 

began with an opening statement that last-
ed roughly 17.5 minutes. She touched on the 
UI’s relationship with veterans as well as 
successful start-ups from UI students and 
community members. She then left rough-
ly 12.5 minutes for questions regarding the 
tuition freeze, graduate-education costs, 
and a few other topics. But because major 
eastern Iowa news organizations were in 
attendance, asking specific questions about 

an exclusive story was less than 
practical, given the fact that a 
member of each of the three 
competing dailies would hear it. 
The obvious result is that all of 
us walked away with generally 
the same story lines and the 
same quotes. 

If we do have a question for 
Mason at any other time, we 
are asked to send an email or 
call Brennan or Moore with 
the request. We receive an 
emailed response — again 
from Brennan or Moore, with 
a statement. There’s never an 
opportunity for direct commu-
nication with Mason — rather, 
everything is filtered through a 

strategic-communications team.
So President Mason, I think it is time we 

have a sit-down. 
I’m asking the readers, the state Board of 

Regents, and the University of Iowa admin-
istration to consider reaching out to Mason 
and encouraging her to reinstate the Q&As 
with The Daily Iowan. 
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‘I am a proud leader of the DI, but I know there’s always room for 
improvement. I’m fully aware that on some days we succeed with our 

mission of training student journalists and informing the public, and other 
days we undeniably struggle. We are a college newspaper, and we strive 

to be the best we can be.’ 

JORDYN REILAND, editor-in-chief of The Daily Iowan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

RELATIONS WITH PAST PRESIDENTS
It is The Daily Iowan’s tradition to conduct sit-down interviews with the 
president of the university, having done so with past Presidents Mary Sue 
Coleman, David Skorton, and Willard “Sandy” Boyd.

UI president Sally Mason answers questions during an interview in the President’s Office on Feb. 21, 2011.  (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

‘It may be even more important for institutions 
to foster positive relationships with student 
journalists as they learn their craft through 

practice. Everyone has a job to do, and there is 
always an opportunity to learn from one another.’ 

CORI ZAREK, former Daily Iowan editor (2000-01) and 
current senior advisor for open government 

at the White House

‘…The thing I would underline is how valuable 
the exchange between the DI and president is for 
UI students. That’s the only source of campus and 

local news for many students.’ 

JASON BRUMMOND, former Daily Iowan editor (2007-
2008) and current analyst at Frank N. Magid Associates

‘The DI is a great way to provide that openness 
and honesty and transparency that I’m sure Mason 
seeks in her administration. To try and control the 
communication to me seems to kind of counter 
the values associated with the UI and the state.’ 

NEIL BROWN, former Daily Iowan editor (1979-80) and 
current editor and vice president of the Tampa Bay Times



• Molecular Physiology & Biophysics Workshop, Alan 
Kay, noon, 5-669 Bowen
• Anatomy and Cell Biology Seminar, Andy Frank and 
Robert Cornell, 1 p.m., 1-561 Bowen
• Immunology Seminar, Kira Gantt, Virginia Tech, 4 
p.m., 283 Eckstein Medical Research Building
• Interpretation of Non-German Art Song Recital, 5 
p.m., University Capitol Center Recital Hall
• Theater and Robots, students from the Robot Theater 
course will present their projects, 5:30 p.m., Theater 
Building Theater B
• Chamber Winds, 7 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall

• Teaching Ferguson, “Race, Riots and Critical Reflection 
for Classroom Teachers,” 7 p.m., N140 Lindquist Center
• Danú, “A Christmas Gathering: Féile Na Nollag,” 7:30 
p.m., Englert 221 E. Washington
• Saxophone Studio Recital, 7:30 p.m., University 
Capitol Center Recital Hall 
• Striking 12, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Theater Building 
Mabie Theater

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t let uncertainty cloud your judgment. 
Look deep inside, and you will find the answers you are looking for. 
Good fortune will come from your ability to openly discuss any prob-
lems or concerns you have. Don’t be shy.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Emotions will flare up if you get into argu-
ments and don’t maintain your honesty and integrity. Embellishment 
and indulgence will be the culprits that set situations spinning out of 
control. Choose self-improvement over criticizing others.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’ll be more focused on having fun than 
getting things done. Popularity is attainable, but not at the cost of fail-
ing in school, at work, or taking care of responsibilities. Do what needs 
to be done first.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Completing tasks will be the goal in order 
to get ahead professionally, financially, or education. A trip or mentor 
will take you on an unexpected journey that will influence your future. 
Let your intuition guide you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Embrace a challenge, a playful activity, or deal-
ing with youngsters with great enthusiasm, and you will gain wisdom 
from the experience. You can make changes to how you live while also 
adding to your knowledge and skills. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Secrets will be revealed, and being pre-
pared to face whatever develops will be necessary if you want to avoid 
discord. Put greater emphasis on making personal improvements and 
doing your best to protect and appreciate the ones you love.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Speak your mind, and share your thoughts. 
Don’t worry about someone who is trying to bully you into something. 
Simply say “no,” and keep on moving. Take control, make the changes 
that suit you, and don’t look back. Put yourself first. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You must proceed with caution. You may 
think you have a handle on a situation, but emotions will get stirred up, 
causing irrational actions. Stick close to home, and protect what you’ve 
worked so hard to achieve. Learn from past mistakes.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Stick to your plans, and fill your day 
with accomplishments. You will make an impressive display of offering 
assistance, options, and suggestions that will boost your reputation and 
bring about recognition and rewards. Romance is highlighted; it will 
improve your personal life.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t fold under pressure or give in to 
demands. You may not like the changes going on around you, but if 
you stick to what you know, do your best, and work quietly behind the 
scenes; you will come out on top.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Jump into action, and take on the role of 
a leader. Apply for a new position, or go above and beyond the call of 
duty; and you will advance. Love is highlighted, and partnerships will 
prove beneficial. Expand, explore, and experiment.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Put any differences you have aside. You can-
not advance if you are continually fighting everyone around you. Focus on 
truth, talent, and adjusting your skills to suit the current economic climate. 
Aim to fix and stabilize instead of destroying and starting over.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10-11 p.m. Sould Self Satisfaction
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-4 p.m. Gotta Go to Space
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Yew Piney Mountain
7-8 p.m. Live from Prairie Lights
8-10 p.m. Community Infrared
10 p.m.-Midnight Theater of the Mind

General and 
Unsolicited 

advice:
• Here’s a good piece of 

advice for you: People who 
say, “Here’s a good piece of 

advice for you …” rarely give 
you a good piece of advice.
• If it doesn’t hurt to ask, 
you’re doing it wrong. It 

should always hurt — even 
if just a little — to ask.

• If you’re ever having par-
anoid thoughts, just Google 
“how to get rid of paranoid 

thoughts.” That lets the 
people working for the gov-
ernment spying on the peo-
ple working at Google know 
to send someone directly to 
your location and have you 

killed.
• The person you’re interest-
ed in doesn’t appear to have 

any red flags? THAT’S A 
RED FLAG.

• You actively look for red 
flags when you meet a per-
son you’re interested in? 
THAT’S A RED FLAG.

• Whenever somebody tells 
you they’re “not book smart 

but have a lot of common 
sense,” keep asking them 

about decisions they made 
between the ages of 17-23 

until they prove themselves 
wrong.

• Making fun of someone 
because they’re older than 

you is like one Pringle 
laughing at another Pringle 
because it’s closer to the top 

of the can.

Andrew R. Juhl advises against 
taking his advice.

In our country we have those three unspeakably precious things: freedom of speech, freedom of conscience, and the pru-
dence never to practice either of them.

— Mark Twain



agency seemed to get 
the message.” 

Iowa Secretary of Agri-
culture Bill Northey said 
he is optimistic. 

“I’m hopeful [the delay] 
may mean they will consid-
er going back to what the 
original plan was,” he said.

The primary argument 
for lowering the standard 
mentioned in the EPA’s pro-
posal is that the country’s 
consumption of gasoline is 
not as high as anticipated. 
Therefore, if the oil refin-
ers continue to increase 

the amount of renewable 
fuel they blend while the 
amount of oil sold is stag-
nant or goes down, they’ll 
be forced to blend ethanol 
at a higher level than 10 
percent per gallon. 

Currently, the infrastruc-
ture to pump higher blends 
of ethanol, such as E15, 
does not exist at many gas 
stations around the coun-
try. However, Monte Shaw, 
executive director of the Io-
wa Renewable Fuels Asso-
ciation, said this is because 
the industry has resisted 
investing in it, and the fu-
el standard is intended to 
force such investment. 

He said oil companies re-
sist offering E15 blends or 

higher because they make 
money by selling petro-
leum, not ethanol, and low-
ering the fuel standard will 
only mean a continued lack 
of investment, stifling the 
renewable-fuels industry. 

Northey said that with-
out a standard in place 
this year, it is likely the 
EPA will set the 2014 
standard at whatever is 
produced by the industry 
and then the debate be-
comes what the 2015 stan-
dard will be. 

“I don’t think you can 
overstate the role of polit-
ical pressure on the [fuel 
standard],” said Bruce 
Babcock, a professor of 
economics at Iowa State 

University. “It plays a cen-
tral role in determining 
what have been indeter-
minable delays.” 

Babcock said the EPA 
is likely to come to some 
kind of compromise that 
may lead to both the oil 
and renewable-fuels in-
dustries suing the agen-
cy. The American Fuel 
and Petroleum Manufac-
turers have already filed 
a notice of intent to sue 
over this current delay, 
which creates uncertain-
ty for both industries.

 “Neither side is going 
to have an outright win,” 
he said. “I bet anything 
you’re going to see legisla-
tion by lawsuit.”

dents do,” Furlong said. 
“It’s just outstanding how 
many National Merit schol-
ars we have. Many districts 
are thrilled they have one or 
two every few years, while 
we consistently have 25 to 
30 students every year. We 
forget that sometimes.”

However, younger stu-

dents in the district, on av-
erage, have fallen behind 
on reading, math, and sci-
ence proficiencies.

“Our percentages tend 
to be falling behind state’s 
averages,” board member 
Patti Fields said. “It sur-
prised me because if you 
look at our data, we are 
falling behind in the state.”

The report showed sup-
port system statistics from 
a program that aims to help 
students and families over-

come barriers to learning. 
The Youth and Family 

Development Department 
provides programs for stu-
dents such as guidance 
counselors, instructional 
coaches, reading support, 
and tutoring programs.

“The first thing I thought 
is just ‘awesome,’ ” board 
member Marla Swesey 
said. “That’s just a great 
number. I’m amazed at how 
we can serve those families 
and the number of students 

that we could serve.”
These programs aided a 

total of 4,983 students. 
For younger students in 

the future, Furlong said, 
additional preschool-age 
students can be served by 
the Statewide Voluntary 
Preschool Program funds.

Combined with State-
wide Voluntary program 
funds and other funding, 
384 students were served, 
which is 44 more than the 
previous years report.

“My goal is to have ev-
ery 4-year-old whose par-
ents want them to go to 
preschool, either with pri-

vate providers or through 
the district,” Furlong said. 
“We’re working on it, but 
we’re not there yet.”

has 17 offices. For its 
first five years, Allen-
dorf said, it remained at 
half capacity.

Although only 17 
carefully selected busi-
nesses are given offices, 
last year, the lab sup-
ported 53 businesses.

Josh Krakauer, the 
cofounder and CEO of 
Sculpt, a social-media 
marketing company 
that utilized Bedell in 
2012, said in addition 

to a work space, anoth-
er important but often 
overlooked service the 
center provided stu-
dents was an address.

“If you’re a company 
trying to acquire cli-
ents, it means you can 
put it on your website,” 
he said. “It means you 
can have mail delivered 
to you when clients send 
checks. It means you’re 
somewhat established.”

Elise Froh, the found-
er of Mobile Bra Shoppe 
LLC, a professional 
bra-fitting company 
that carries full range 
cups from A to N and 

current occupant of Be-
dell, said that for her, 
the space was vital.

“You’re expected to 
have some type of lo-
cation outside of your 
house,” she said. “And 
if you don’t, then most 
people don’t want to 
work with you. They 
want to have someone 
that has some type of 
space that makes it an 
official business.”

Froh said, in addition 
to space, the biggest 
benefit for her so far has 
been the Bedell’s com-
mitment to community.

In addition to week-

ly Friday “roundtable 
lunches,” in which each 
business gets a chance 
to network, Allendorf 
said, each semester, 
the lab also hosts a 
showcase of each busi-
ness’ progress.

Froh said that at this 
showcase, she met a dean 
at the business school 
who became her mentor.

As one of the few fe-
male business owners in 
the Bedell, Froh said, it 
was even more daunting 
running a store that’s 
mainly female-centric, 
and although her busi-
ness was not very sim-

ilar to the ones around 
her, the community ex-
perience of being sur-
rounded by entrepre-
neurs was beneficial.

AJ Nelson, a cofounder 
of clusterFlunk, who also 
held an office in Bedell 
in 2012, also agreed that 
while physical space was 
important, the people 
mattered more.

“What it comes down 
to is the people you’re 
around,” he said. “If I 
had a question about 
anything marketing, I 
could walk down the hall 
and talk to [Krakauer]. 
We got ingrained into 

all the other people try-
ing to make businesses 
in Iowa City.”

Ultimately, however, 
Nelson said, it wasn’t 
the space, the mentors, 
or the address that 
helped his business to 
become a success. 

“They gave us the 
mentors, they gave us 
the space where we 
could go 24/7/365,” Nel-
son said. “They gave us 
all the tools to be suc-
cessful, but they only 
supplement you with 
the tools and resources 
you need. It’s down to 
you to actually do it.”
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have further been looked at.
“It is the owner’s responsi-

bility, especially if there are 
tenants, to keep [the cottag-
es] in good repair,” he said.

Mims said the City Coun-
cil is very much in support 

of historic preservation if it 
is done correctly.

“There is no doubt that 
we have in the past been 
sensitive to and been open 
to preserve this communi-
ty,” she said. “Those came 
through in an appropriate 
and timely process.”

Those in favor of the public 
hearing drew from the Riv-
erfront Crossings Plan and 

its mention of the cottages. 
Hayek said he read through 
those documents and came 
to a different conclusion.

“It is clear from the lan-
guage in that plan that the 
decision is up to the proper-
ty owner,” he said.

Hayek contended that 
call for historic preservation 
was rushed and wasn’t the 
right way to go about things.

“I would say it’s the 11th 
and a half hour,” he said 
during the meeting. “I think 
the right way is through 
incentives and orderly pro-
cess, but not this process.”

Alicia Trimble, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Friends of Historic Pres-
ervation, said the process 
isn’t complete yet, and 
there is still the potential 

to make the buildings 
historic landmarks.

She said now the petition 
will come in front of the His-
toric Preservation Commis-
sion, which will meet Thurs-
day. If the members approve 
the application, it would then 
move to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, who 
would then possibly pass it 
back in front of City Council.

Pacha said it is not his in-
tention to demolish the build-
ings soon, while Trimble said 
tenants of the cottages have 
retained legal counsel be-
cause they have leases.

Trimble said the process 
was misunderstood by the 
City Council.

“There is a lot of educa-
tion about the subject to be 
done,” she said.

COUNCIL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BEDELL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SCHOOL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FUEL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Hawkeyes gear up for Iowa State Cyclones
By RYAN RODRIGUEZ 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

Iowa head women’s 
basketball coach Lisa 
Bluder met with the me-
dia on Tuesday heading 
in to her team’s clash 
Thursday against Iowa 
State in Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena.

The Hawks are com-
ing off a home win 
against Colorado that 
saw the Black and Gold 
bounce back after fall-
ing to Louisville three 
days before. Iowa heads 
into the Cy-Hawk game 
with a 7-2 record, in-
cluding a perfect 6-0 re-
cord at home.

Dixon gets green light

Senior Melissa Dixon 
had herself a game from 
beyond the arc against 
Colorado, going 5-of-
10 and finishing with a 
season-high 23 points. 

For Bluder, Dixon’s 
performance was just 
another reminder of 
how much trust she 
places on the Illinois 
native.  

“Unless we’ve got 
a 10-point lead with 
four minutes left, I’m 
pretty much going to 
let her shoot whenev-
er she wants,” Bluder 
said. “In all my years I 
don’t think I’ve coached 
a player here with a 
quicker release than 

Melissa’s.” 
And for Dixon, a vote 

of confidence from her 
coach is all she could 
want. 

“If your coach has so 
much confidence in you, 
how can you not have it 
in yourself?” Dixon said. 
“And that really comes 
from preparing. You 
know that if you’ve been 
in the gym and getting 
those shots in that the 
next one is going to go 
in, too.”

Home-court advantage
Home-court advan-

tage has historically 
been very important 
in the Cy-Hawk series, 
with the road team loos-

ing every matchup since 
the 2006-2007 season. 

And with this year’s 
matchup slated to take 
place in Iowa City, the 
Hawkeyes have earned 
a major advantage be-
fore the game starts. 

Center Bethany Doo-
little is no stranger to 
the crowd affecting a 
game.

“It’s definitely a nice 
factor to have,” she said. 
“Last year, going into 
their place was kind of 
tough for us. We had a 
good first half but kind 
of let it go in the second, 
so I think we’ll us the 
crowd to our advantage 
this time around.”  

Still, the experienced 
players up and down the 

Hawkeye lineup know 
that they have to show 
up ready to play, regard-
less of where. 

“It’s a big rivalry 
game, but I don’t think 
that’s where our atten-
tion is,” sophomore Ally 
Disterhoft said. “We’re 
not trying to read into 
that too much; we just 
want to play our game.” 

Trial by fire for fresh-
men

Most of the players 
on the Iowa roster know 
everything there is to 
know about the Iowa 
State rivalry and what 
it means to both schools 
as well as the state.  

And while Iowa’s four 
freshmen have yet to 
gain firsthand experi-
ence in the Cy-Hawk se-
ries, Bluder and the rest 
of her team are mak-
ing sure they prepare 
the underclassmen as 
best as they can before 
Thursday night rolls 
around. 

“We just have to re-
mind them of this rival-
ry and what it means,” 
Doolittle said. “It’s a 
huge event every year, 
especially for the Iowa 
natives on our team, but 
everyone here knows 
what the tradition is 
like for us.” 

Head coach Lisa Bluder spoke to the media Tuesday in the runup to the Iowa State game. 
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Hawk track finds valuable athletes

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

Iowa director of track 
and field Joey Woody has 
five characteristics in de-
scribing what he looks for 
in athletes during the re-
cruiting process.

“They have to be the 
right fit, they have to have 
good character, good focus 
on their academics, ath-
letic ability, and they have 
to want to be a Hawkeye,” 
Woody said.

The director has surely 
established that spark in 
the athletes that are now 
a part of the program. 
This year’s recruiting 
class has a combination of 
distance runners, sprint-
ers, throwers, jumpers, 
and pole vaulters that 

come from all over the 
country.

“There’s a reason we 
brought every one of our 
freshmen into the pro-
gram,” Woody said. “We 
feel like they can help us 
in some fashion.

“We want people that 
make our entire program 
better from the inside out.”

While recruiting, the 
director and his assistant 
coaches like to focus their 
attention on what events 
need to be addressed. 
Woody ultimately makes 
the final decision on who 
they will bring into the 
program.

As a recruiting coordi-
nator, Jason Wakenight 
likes to take a more com-
petitive approach. Wak-
enight charts out a plan 

and a direction on where 
the coaches want to go in 
each event group for the 
season. The recruiting co-
ordinator enjoys assessing 
which events are weak 
and strong in the Big Ten, 
and how the team contests 
against some of those op-
positions.

Wakenight believes the 
coaches have no borders 
when it comes to the type 
of athletes they recruit.

“We’ve signed kids from 
all over the country,” he 
said. “For us, it’s more of 
looking for the right per-
son who is going to come 
in and be tough and be a 
part of a team champion-
ship.”

Searching outside the 
country has also brought 
some talent to the pro-

gram. Jahisha Thomas, a 
native of London, didn’t 
have an official visit but 
was sold based on what 
the coaches told her.

“I heard about the pro-
gram and how I would be 
able to balance long jump 
and hurdles,” she said. 
“That was the biggest 
part for me, because back 
home, I didn’t feel like I 
got the same balance.”

Last weekend, the 
freshmen, including 
Thomas, got their first 
experience to compete 
on the track at the Black 
and Gold intrasquad 
meet. The coaches found 
their performance lev-
el to be quite imposing, 
while competing against 
fierce competition — their 
teammates.

Thomas caught the 
coaches’ eyes. 

“She was fantastic, and 
she’s been a great addition 
to our team,” Wakenight 
said. “Not just from an 
athletic standpoint but as 
a person.”

She won the 60-meter 
dash, crossing the line at 
7.93 — and that isn’t her 
signature event. By trade, 
Thomas is a hurdler who 
also competes in the long 
jump.

“Every time she steps 
on the track, she’s getting 
better with her speed,” 
Woody said. “Anytime she 
runs the open 60, it’s going 
to help her in the 60 hur-
dles.”

Her coaches believe 
strictly sprinting is going 
to help her hurdling this 

year, so they challenged 
her to become a sprinter 
for this indoor season.

“Challenging her to be-
come a good sprinter and 
not just a hurdler has 
been really helpful for 
her,” Wakenight said.

Thomas has found be-
ing a part of the Hawk-
eye family rewarding, but 
difficult when it comes to 
training.

“I’m not used to running 
against fast people every 
day,” she said. “But train-
ing with these girls at a 
high level helps me raise 
my game.”

Follow @marioxwil-
liams on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa track and 
field team.

Iowa track and field coaches discuss what they look for in athletes during the recruiting process and their athletes’ progress 
thus far going into the indoor season.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 14

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 14

RECAP
CONTINUED FROM 14

Joshua Dobbs total 
offense — 249 yards per 
game

Since taking over as 
the starter, Dobbs led 
the team to a 3-2 record, 
compiling 1,077 passing 
yards and an additional 
393 rushing yards — the 
latter of which ranks sec-
ond on the team.

The sophomore is first 
on the team in total of-
fense, and it’s no secret 

Iowa has struggled with 
dual-threat quarter-
backs this season. Among 
others, Maryland’s C.J. 
Brown rushed for 99 and 
threw for 120 against 
Iowa. Wisconsin’s Joel 
Stave and Tanner McEv-
oy combined for 139 in the 
air and 74 on the ground 
against the Hawkeyes.

Even more, Minnesota’s 
Mitch Leidner did damage 
both ways against Iowa, 
totaling 215 yards, 77 of 
which came on the ground.

If this trend keeps up 
for Iowa, the Hawkeyes 
could be in for a long day 
against Dobbs.

Tennessee opponents’ 
fourth-down conversion 
rate — 42.86 percent

In a season of not know-
ing what to expect from 
head coach Kirk Ferentz’s 
squad on a weekly basis, 
there’s been a fairly regu-
lar theme: going for it on 
fourth down.

The Hawkeyes went for 
it 22 times this season, 
converting at a 63.64-per-
cent clip. Both of those 
numbers are good for 
third in the Big Ten.

So the Hawkeyes have 
an advantage there. 
However, Iowa allowed a 

72.73 percent conversion 
rate to its opponents in 
the regular season, while 
the Volunteers convert-
ed 63.64 percent of their 
fourth-down tries this 
year. 

Not too big of a dispari-
ty here, but if it does come 
to it, don’t be surprised to 
see Mark Weisman dis-
play some smash-mouth 
running on fourth down 
with a decent chance of 
success.

Follow @dannyapayne 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa football team.

“He’s got an incredible 
ability to get there in a 
variety of different 
ways,” Iowa head 
coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said. “We 
can post him up. 
We can get it to 
him in transition.  
We can get it to 
him out of the mo-
tion game. He just 
has a knack for 
getting open and creat-
ing angles and getting to 
the free-throw line.

“The way he shoots it, 
too.”

Like McCaffery said, the 
clip at which White shoots 
it is high, but is it sustain-
able? Because of the way 
he practices, Iowa’s Gabe 
Olaseni thinks so. 

His fellow senior and 
roommate Olaseni said 

after spending virtually 
the entire past three-
and-a-half years togeth-
er and playing against 
each other daily, he still 
falls for his shot fakes on 
occasion.

“It’s very difficult,” 
Olaseni said. “He does 
a great job of extending 
it, making it look lifelike 
and real.”

That’s the kicker. As 
competition gets tough-
er — as it will very soon 
against Iowa State Fri-
day — if White is able to 
get to the line at as high 
of a clip as he has been 
so far this year, Iowa’s 

chances of winning will 
go up exponentially.

Take a look at Iowa’s 
biggest win of the season 
at North Carolina in the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge. 
White took 10 shots from 

the stripe and dropped 
all 10. Iowa State did a 
great job last season of 
limiting White’s trips to 
the line — he went 2-of-2 
in that game.

Familiarity helps, he 
said, especially because 
Georges Niang — whom 
he’s played against in 
three Iowa-Iowa State 
matchups, as well as at 
the LeBron James Camp 

last summer — will oc-
cupy a lot of real estate 
around the basket.

The Cyclones will sure-
ly pose a challenge, but 
if he can get to the hole 
and draw fouls as he did 

Tuesday, White’s 
confident in his 
ability to put those 
shots through the 
hoop.

“I mean, free 
points, man,” he 
said. “I missed one 
[tonight], but I just 
have a knack for 
getting there and 

fortunately knocking 
them down.”

Follow @dannyap-
ayne on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa men’s 
basketball team.

‘I mean, free points, man. I missed one 
[tonight], but I just have a knack for 

getting there and fortunately knocking 
them down.’

— Aaron White, Iowa forward

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW

Iowa eventually found 
its groove, to the tune of 
a 10-0 run that gave the 
Hawkeyes their first dou-
ble-digit lead of the game 
and a 15-point lead at 
halftime. 

Iowa’s sloppy play ear-
ly in the first half carried 
over in the early portions 
of the second half, but the 
Hawkeyes quickly turned 
it around, utilizing a 25-8 
run over around 13 min-
utes to build a comfort-
able lead that held for the 
remainder of the game. 

“I think we played with 
a greater sense of urgen-
cy in that next segment,” 
McCaffery said about 
the run. “Next thing, you 
look up, [the lead’s] 25, 
and the game is in hand. 
And now you just want to 
make sure you’re solid af-
ter that.” 

Most of Iowa’s dam-
age came from the free-
throw line, particularly 
in the first half, where 
the Hawks knocked down 
12-of-14 attempts. 

Despite the success 
from the free-throw line, 
Iowa continued its strug-

gles from beyond the 
3-point arc, hitting just 
15.8 percent of its 3-point 
attempts, including a 
0-for-10 shooting perfor-
mance in the second half. 

This isn’t a small sam-
ple size. Instead, it’s a 
trend that’s occurred 
throughout Iowa’s first 
10 games. The Hawkeyes 
are shooting just 29.9 
percent from beyond 
the arc on the season, 
26.2 percent after the 
Hawkeyes’ first two 
games. 

“They are wide open,” 
McCaffery said. “I only 
get upset if they start 
hunting them and start 
shooting uncontested 3s 
or ill-advised.” 

Four Hawkeyes fin-
ished in double-digits 
— Aaron White, Jarrod 
Uthoff, Gabe Olaseni, 
and Dom Uhl. 

White and Uthoff car-
ried the load in the first 
half, combining for 28 
points on just 16 shots 
from the field. Olaseni 
and Uhl took over in the 
second half. 

Uhl posted a ca-
reer-high with 11 points, 
and Olaseni finished 
with his second dou-
ble-double of the season 
— 12 points and 10 re-

bounds. 
“I think it’s a culmi-

nation,” Olaseni said 
about the factors that 
have sparked his strong 
play recently. “Obviously, 
the recent events, people 
look toward that, like I’m 
playing toward some-
thing. I feel as that I’m 
always playing for my 
family.” 

Iowa now starts the 
portion of its schedule 
where every game is a 
battle. It starts with No. 
14 Iowa State, then No. 
23 Northern Iowa, and 
soon after that the Big 
Ten season will arrive. 

There’s rarely a night 
off, if any. But at this 
point, meaningful games 
are what the team is 
ready for. 

“I’m pleased with the 
development of some 
of the guys,” McCaffery 
said. “Our guys are play-
ing well together, very 
unselfish team, sharing 
the ball, rebounding the 
ball, not turning it over. 
Do that, you’ve got a 
chance to win.”

Follow @JacobSheyko 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa men’s basketball 
team.
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By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

It’s not that there haven’t been meaningful games; it’s just 
the meaningful ones have been outnumbered by blowouts and 
games that were over before halftime. 

That was the case Tuesday night when Iowa defeated Al-
corn State, 67-44, to improve to 8-2 on the season after six-
straight wins. 

Iowa let Alcorn State hang around for brief periods, but the 
Braves never posed a threat to the Hawkeyes. And despite a 
matchup with No. 14 Iowa State looming on Friday, Iowa never 
looked past the Braves. 

“There have been so many teams losing games that they 
shouldn’t have,” guard Mike Gesell said. “So we were really 
focused in on Alcorn State, and now we get to move on to 
Iowa State.”

Despite focusing was solely on Alcorn State, Iowa came out 
of the gates slowly. 

 The Hawkeyes failed to find an offensive rhythm, mainly 
because the Braves insisted on slowing the pace down, often 
opting to pull the ball out and set up the offense rather than 
force the issue. 

“They really wanted to slow the ball down tonight,” Gesell 
said. “It’s just one of those games where we had to try to keep 
our tempo, play our game. I think at the beginning of the game, 
we were kind of playing at their tempo.” 

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

The way it started wasn’t anything new for Aaron White. 
Jarrod Uthoff got the offensive board, passed to White, who 
was fouled. Two shots, 2 points.

The senior grabbed a defensive rebound roughly 30 seconds 
later and on the ensuing possession took a pass in the paint, 
and again, was fouled. Two shots, 2 points.

“They bit on a couple shot fakes, and it’s just how I play,” 
White said following Iowa’s 67-44 win over vastly over-
matched Alcorn State on Tuesday in Carver-Hawkeye. “I 
seemed like it did happen awfully quick, but it gets you in a 
rhythm when you get to the free-throw line twice in the first 
couple minutes.”

It didn’t stop there. Marquis Vance fouled White once more 
in the second half, while Tamarcio Wilson and Thomas George 
fouled him, too. His only missed freebee of the night came on 
his seventh attempt, and the Strongsville, Ohio, native fin-
ished the night 9-of-10 from the charity stripe, bringing his 
season total to 87.7 percent.

That high number of shots at the line is nothing new. Coming 
into Tuesday’s game, White had attempted the second-most 
free throws in the Big Ten with 63 attempts, 7 behind Mary-
land’s Melo Trimble, who was idle Tuesday evening. 

For comparison, Trimble is averaging 30.3 minutes per con-
test, while White has tallied 26.9 through 10 games. 

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Following a disappointing 7-5 regular 
season, the Iowa football team will close 
its season with the chance to match its 
win total from a year ago in the TaxSlayer 
Bowl on Jan. 2, 2015. 

The Hawkeyes will meet 6-6 Tennessee 
in Jacksonville, Florida. The Volunteers 
will play in their first postseason game 
since the 2010 season, when they lost, 30-
27, to North Carolina in the Music City 
Bowl.

This edition of “The Box Score” centers on 
the matchup between Iowa and Tennessee.

Iowa rushing offense — 156.33 yards per 
game

Iowa finished ninth in the Big Ten in 
rushing offense in 2014. Tennessee, on 
the other hand, allowed 162.08 yards per 
contest, which ranked ninth in the SEC. 
Even more similar, the Hawkeyes rushed 
for 20 touchdowns, while head coach Butch 
Jones’ squad allowed 21.

Now, flip the script: Iowa allowed 158.75 
yards on the ground and 15 touchdowns. 
Tennessee went for 135 yards per game, 
which was second-to-last in the SEC, and 
scored 16 rushing touchdowns.

For context, it’s good to note that Iowa 
played in a conference with better rushing 
attacks, in terms of scoring. In conference 
play, Big Ten teams scored 222 rushing 

touchdowns, and SEC teams scored 182 
when playing each other.

Considering Iowa played against five of 
the nation’s top-13 backs, four of whom 

were in league play, it’s hard not to give 
the Hawkeyes credit in this category.

SPORTS
DAILYIOWAN.COMFOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESKWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014

White rides on ‘free’ points

Hawks, Vols fairly even in stats

SEE FOOTBALL, 12

Big Ten Tournament 
headed to NYC

SEE BASKETBALL, 12SEE RECAP, 12

The Big Ten announced an ex-
tensive agreement on Tuesday with 
Madison Square Garden to feature 
the Big Ten Men’s Basketball Tour-
nament in New York City in 2018. 
There will also be men’s basketball 
and hockey double-headers there 
from 2016 to 2019 and a significant 
branding presence inside and 
outside the building.

“We are thrilled to establish this 
long-term partnership with Madison 
Square Garden, one of the most-re-
vered brands and buildings in all of 
sports,” Big Ten Commissioner James 
Delany said in a release. “This pairing 
is a natural fit for us as we continue 
to extend our brand and live in two 
regions of the country. The Garden 
has been the site of countless iconic 
moments throughout history, and 
we look forward to showcasing some 
of the best basketball and hockey 
programs in the country through this 
partnership.”

The 2018 Big Ten Men’s Basketball 
Tournament will be held from Feb. 
28 to March 4. This selection of 
dates means that the event will 
end one week earlier than previous 
tournaments. The tournament will 
conclude seven days before the NCAA 
Tournament Selection Sunday.

“We are proud and honored to 
collaborate with the Big Ten on this 
unprecedented partnership,” Joel 
Fisher, the executive vice president 
of MSG Sports, said in a release. 
“Teaming up with the Big Ten for 
the men’s basketball tournament 
and the basketball and hockey 
double-headers will be a win for 
college sports fans and the nearly 
100,000 conference alumni that live 
in the New York metropolitan area.”

The Big Ten Men’s Basketball 
Tournament has been held in either 
Chicago or Indianapolis for the first 
17 years of its existence. The event 
will be held in the United Center 
in 2015, returning to Bankers Field 
House in 2016, then will move to 
the East Coast for the first time in 
the conference’s history, taking 
place at the Verizon Center in 
Washington, D.C., in 2017.

The tournament will return to 
Chicago in 2019 and 2021, then 
Indianapolis in 2020 and 2022. 

— by Jacob Sheyko 

SCOREBOARD

Hawkeye wrestlers 
No. 1

Iowa is now back at the top of 
the heap — at least in the eyes 
of Flowrestling.

The Hawkeyes climbed to the 
top-ranked spot after Flowrestling 
had them ranked second behind 
Minnesota since the start of the 2014-
15 season. 

Individually, nine out of a possible 
10 Hawkeye wrestlers are ranked at 
their respective weight classes. Of 
those nine, eight are ranked among 
the top eight.

125 pounds — Thomas Gilman,
5 (5)
133 pounds — Cory Clark, 4 (4)
141 pounds — Josh Dziewa, 6 (6)
149 pounds — Brandon Sorensen    

10 (12)
157 pounds — none
165 pounds — Nick Moore, 6 (5)
174 pounds — Mike Evans, 3 (4)
184 pounds — Sammy Brooks, 8 (6)
197 pounds — Nathan Burak, 6 (6)
Heavyweight — Bobby Telford, 3 (3)
Telford also remains the only 

Hawkeye ranked in Flowrestling’s 
pound-for-pound rankings, and he 
moved up to No. 18 after being ranked 
20th last week.

Behind Iowa in the team rankings are 
Minnesota at No. 2, Ohio State in third, 
followed by Cornell, Edinboro, Penn 
State, and Missouri.

— by Cody Goodwin

2015 TAXSLAYER BOWL

Iowa and Tennessee will meet in the TaxSlayer Bowl on Jan. 2, 2015.

Iowa running back Mark Weisman jumps over a pile of players in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 28. Iowa lost to Nebraska in overtime, 37-34. 
(The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

NHL
Chicago 3, New Jersey 2
Columbus 3, Philadelphia 2
Buffalo 1, Los Angeles 0
Toronto 4, Calgary 1
Montreal 3, Vancouver 1
Washington 5, Tampa Bay 3
Minnesota 5, NY Islanders 4 
Winnipeg 5, Dallas 2
Nashville 3, Colorado 0
San Jose 5, Edmonton 2

NBA
Cleveland 105, Toronto 101 
Portland 98, Detroit 86
Memphis 114, Dallas 105
New Orleans 104, New York 93
Oklahoma City 114, Milwaukee 101 
Miami 103, Phoenix 97
Utah 100, San Antonio 96 
LA Lakers 98, Sacramento 95 

Iowa forward Aaron White shoots in Carver-Hawkeye on Tuesday. The Hawkeyes defeated Alcorn State, 67-44. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Aaron White went 9-of-10 from the free throw 
line in Tuesday’s win over Alcorn State.

After handily defeating Alcorn State, Iowa turns to 
the portion of its schedule that offers no nights off. 
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