
Forced out of his prime Capitol Hill digs, the 
soon-to-be-retired congressman finds himself 
joined by a slate of other departing lawmakers 
in much tighter quarters. 

Gone are the private offices, direct telephone 
lines, and expansive visitor waiting areas. Now, 

meetings are held in temporary layover space 
that was converted from the building’s one-time 
dining hall in which aides and Latham share one 
phone and computer and a few desk chairs. 

By CORY PORTER
cory-porter@uiowa.edu

Despite being allowed to almost 
double in height, a new student 
housing high-rise has encountered 
little controversy.

The City Council 
voted 7-0 on Tuesday 
to grant development 
company CG Hanson 
Inc. with height bonus-
es for a 15-story student 
apartment building at 
316 S. Madison St.

An application with 
the city was filed by 
316 Madison LLC, re-
questing eight stories, 
as well as seven bonus stories, for the 
proposed apartment building.

Five of these bonus stories were for 
meeting student-housing criteria and 
the final two were for meeting Lead-
ership in Energy and Environmental 
Design criteria.

Upon completion, the high-end 
apartment building will be the tallest 
building in Iowa City’s history and 
will be full of amenities aimed at stu-
dent renters.

Even opponents of other proposed 
high-end, high-rise buildings, such 
as Rockne Cole of the Iowa Coalition 
Against the Shadows, said he doesn’t 
see much controversy with this spot 
for one simple reason.

“We have never been opposed to 
height per se, it’s the question of 
where it occurs,” Cole said.

Cole said the location of the build-
ing wouldn’t affect the neighborhood 
as much as other buildings his group 
has fought against in the past.

“We have never had concerns with 
height to the south of Burlington and 
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Proposed 
apartments 
on the rise
On Tuesday, the City 
Council granted 
development company CG 
Hanson Inc. height bonuses 
for a 15-story student 
apartment building.

SEE COUNCIL, 5

Tuition and fees

The state Board of Regents approved a 
tuition freeze for Iowa’s public universities 
for the third year. 

Proposed rates for resident undergrad-
uates in 2015-2016:
• University of Iowa: $8,104 
• Iowa State University : $7,735.90 
• University of Northern Iowa: $7,817

Source: State Board of Regents

Mims
mayor pro tem

Third, historic tuition freeze approved
By CHRIS HIGGINS
christopher-higgins@uiowa.edu

Some University of Iowa students could 
graduate without ever seeing a tuition in-
crease.

The state Board of Regents approved a 
history-making third-consecutive tuition 
freeze for undergraduate resident stu-
dents at all three regent universities on 
Wednesday. 

UI President Sally Mason and Gov. Terry 
Branstad have voiced support as well.

“This tuition freeze will 
benefit our customers, the 
students and their fami-
lies,” Regent Larry McK-
ibben said during the tele-
phonic meeting.

At the UI, tuition would re-
main at $6,678 for those stu-
dents. Combined with man-
datory fees, they would pay 
$8,104 in the next academic 
year.

The three universities would lose $4.5 

million in revenue. Tuition increases on 
all other students would raise revenues by 
$10 million.

Tuition has spiked over the past 15 years 
as state support has fallen dramatically. 

State appropriations accounted for near-
ly 64 percent of general university funding 
in fiscal 2001. Those appropriations now 
make up approximately 35 percent, with 
the difference falling on students in the 
form of tuition and fees.

McKibben
regent

SEE FREEZE, 5

The quiet man
By QUENTIN MISIAG  |  quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

Rep. Tom Latham, R-Iowa, is pictured with Iowa seniors at the Machine Shed Restaurant in Des Moines, Iowa. Latham is retiring after a 20-year career. (Photo courtesy of Latham’s congressional office)

SEE LATHAM, 3

Something as mundane and miniscule as flipping a light switch 
became monumental two weeks ago for Rep. Tom Latham, as 

the nearly 20-year lawmaker turned off the lights of his mainstay 
workspace in the Rayburn House Office Building for the final time.

50¢

IOWA FINDS A WAY TO DROP UNC.
SPORTS.
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Board’s boundary policy shot down

Crowded Closet aims to do right

By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Iowa City School Dis-
trict officials will have 
by the end of January to 
revise their districting 
policy.

This week, the Iowa 
Department of Educa-
tion told school officials 
that using data from 
reduced and free-lunch 
forms to redistrict school 
lines is not compliant 
under the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
guidelines.

“For the past four 
months, we’ve been back 
and forth with the School 
District about them using 
that list,” said Jeff Berg-
er, deputy director of the 
division of school finance 
for the Iowa Department 
of Education. “We asked 
the USDA what circum-
stances that list may be 
used for, and they con-
firmed our decision.”

The list of students 
and families that qual-
ify for the Iowa free or 
reduced lunches comes 

from the Education De-
partment application. 
The School District is 
the only one allowed to 
have access to that in-
formation.

“That is a highly pro-
tected list,” Berger said. 
“The only way that list 
is used for, is to quali-

fy people to receive free 
and reduced lunch.”

As a School Board, the 
next step in the process 
is to meet and discuss 
future alterations to the 
diversity policy.

Berger suggested oth-
er ways the district can 
collect data, such as cre-
ating its own form and 
tracking their own cen-
suses. He said the De-
partment of Education is 
not against the diversity 
policy, only against the 

ways they figure socio-
economic statuses from 
the lunch forms.

“We’ve had all sorts of 
interest in using this list 
for other reasons,” Berger 
said. “But never like this 
for diversity planning for 
moving kids around.”

Iowa City district ad-

ministrators have until 
the end of January to 
send a corrected version 
of the policy plan.

“Short term, there’s 
no impact with boundar-
ies for next year,” board 
President Chris Lynch 
said. “[Future chang-
es consist of] just going 
forward in creating new 
boundaries.”

The School Board ap-
proved the diversity poli-
cy in 2013. 

The policy’s goal is to 

have an equal spread of 
poverty-status homes in 
the schools.

“[Free- or reduced-lunch 
eligibility is] one of the 
factors used to balance 
socioeconomic status be-
tween schools,” Lynch 
said. “There are other 
ways to use census data, 
like income levels. It’s a 
challenge measuring with 
different methods.”

Some parents in the 
community agree that 
the schools should be 
poverty-balanced.

“I think any kind of 
balance, however they 
achieve it, is beneficial 
and necessary,” school 
parent and volunteer 
Julie Eisele said. “Right 
now, there are some 
[schools] that are lop-
sided in regard to pov-
erty, which provides 
challenges to teachers 
and students. Students 
in a balanced classroom 
will have more opportu-
nities and I also think 
it could help address 
achievement issues in 
our district.”

By NICK MOFFITT
nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

Each week The Daily 
Iowan will provide an 
in-depth look at one Iowa 
City business.

One woman came into 
the Crowded Closet last 
week with a hope of pro-
viding her family with a 
tremendous Christmas 
— but on a budget. 

The Crowded Closet, 
1213 Gilbert Court, is 
a nonprofit local thrift 
store in Iowa City whose 
proceeds are channeled 
through the Mennonite 
Central Committee.

Everything from qual-
ity clothing and furni-
ture to antiques and col-
lectables can be found in 
the store. 

The store is now in its 
third building, due to ex-
pansion, since opening 
36 years ago.

Betsy Slabaugh, the 
retail manager at the 
Crowded Closet, de-
scribed the humble be-

ginnings of the thrift 
store, just a few women 
coming together in 1978 
to sell donated goods for 
proceeds of the church.

She said the Crowded 
Closet’s mission is what 
makes working for them 
so rewarding. 

“It does make you feel 
like you’re helping the 

local community,” she 
said. “You feel good help-
ing local people.”

Beyond selling donat-
ed goods at thrift-store 
prices, the store partic-
ipates in a voucher pro-
gram with the Johnson 
County Crisis Center, 
as well as the Salvation 
Army to provide goods to 
those truly in need. 

Not only does the store 

benefit the local commu-
nity, but the one abroad 
as well. 

The Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee receives 
the proceeds above cost 
from the Crowded Clos-
et, and according to its 
website, it provides cri-
sis relief to those in need 
during natural disasters 

or war, strengthen access 
to water, education and 
food, and peace educa-
tion to those in need. 

Just because the store 
is local doesn’t mean the 
Crowded Closet is small. 

Dan Lundes, an assis-
tant manager, said that 
in the last month alone 
over 10,000 items have 
been tagged for sale in 
the store. 

Diane Funk, the work-
room manager and vol-
unteer coordinator, has 
spent quite a bit of time 
working in nonprofit or-
ganizations, including 
now more than two years 
at the Crowded Closet. 
For her, the nonprofit at-
mosphere is exciting.

“A nonprofit allows a 
combination of compas-
sion and work,” she said. 

The store has a small 
but growing staff that is 
supplemented with more 
than 200 volunteers. 
Those volunteers come 
from the surrounding ar-
ea, but some even make 
an almost hourlong jour-
ney to volunteer at the 
store, Slabaugh said. 

Mary Jo Freyenberger, 
a 15-year regular vol-
unteer at the Crowded 
Closet, said overall the 
mission of the Crowded 
Closet is simple. 

“We’re Christians, and 
we want to come and vol-
unteer and do the right 
thing,” she said.

School board members may need to find a new way to divide school boundaries.

The Crowded Closet is a local thrift store that centers heavily on giving back to 
the community and helping those in need.

METRO

Man charged with 
forgery

Authorities have accused an 
Iowa City man of stealing a check 
from his employer.

Tyler Maxwell, 21, was charged 
Oct. 26 with forgery.

According to online court 
documents, Maxwell stole a check 
from his employer and made it out 
to himself for a value of $255.

Maxwell used a signature 
stamp of his employer to authen-
ticate the check, and bank security 
caught Maxwell on camera depos-
iting the stolen and forged check 
into his bank account.

When confronted by his em-
ployer, Maxwell denied stealing 
the check but offered to pay him 
back.

Maxwell later reportedly 
admitted to police that he did 
commit theft and forgery.

Forgery is a Class-D felony.
— by Alyssa Guzman

Regents approve 
new law master’s 
degree

University of Iowa students 
will now be able to formally study 
law in-depth without pursuing a 
practicing law career.

The state Board of Regents 
approved the UI’s request for a new 
master of studies in law through 

the College of Law, which will be 
geared toward students who would 
like legal knowledge for careers 
outside of the field.

The program would require 
30 semester hours of study with 
several specialty tracks available, 
and it could be completed in one 
academic year. Students could also 
design a custom track of study.

However, the regents requested 
a follow-up presentation by law 
Dean Gail Agrawal in February 
as well as further information 
regarding admissions.

Some regents voiced concerns 
over whether less rigorous admis-
sions requirements could cause 
confusion with other law-degree 
programs and other issues in the 
college.

They also discussed whether 
the new program, expected to 
be popular, could drain college 
resources.

Currier to see 
renovations

Currier Hall will see soon some 
upgrades.

The regents approved a UI 
proposal to renovate the third 
and fourth floors of the residence 
hall at its Wednesday telephonic 
meeting.

Work will include redoing 
windowsills, repainting walls, 
replacing carpet, and installing 
new air conditioners, in addition to 

some remodeling.
The project, expected to cost 

$3.2 million, will be phased in over 
a few summers and will be paid 
for with dormitory-improvement 
funds.

Dorm project moves 
along

A new residence hall has come 
closer to fruition.

The regents approved a UI 
plan to demolish the old Iowa 
City water plant at a cost of $2.35 
million, funded with income 
from the UI treasurer’s temporary 
investments. The cost is higher 
than initial estimates of $1 million 
to $1.5 million.

The site has been vacant since 
the university acquired it in 2003. 
Officials plan to use to area, which 
is at the north point of Madison 
Street and down the hill from 
Burge, to construct a new residence 
hall.

— By Chris Higgins

Man faces numerous 
charges 

Authorities have accused a local 
man of interrupting University of 
Iowa classes and assaulting police 
officers.

DeQuan Miles, 20, was charged 
Tuesday with interference with 

official acts inflicting bodily inju-
ry, assault on persons in certain 
occupations, assault on persons in 
certain occupations causing bodily 
injury, and trespass.

According to online court 
documents, Miles was reported to 
be harassing and disrupting class 
at Van Allen Hall, the Pappajohn 
Business Building, and Macbride 
Hall.

Authorities stopped Miles on 
the Pentacrest near Schaeffer 
Hall on the southeast corner of the 
building.

Miles was initially given a 
trespass warning for all university 
property on Sept. 15.

When being placed under arrest 
on Tuesday, Miles began pulling 
away, kicking, and fighting officials 
to prevent his arms from being put 
behind his back.

While authorities handcuffed 
Miles and held him against a 
tree, he kicked backwards and 
up, striking a police officer in the 
testicles.

Miles also stomped down on 
another police officer’s right foot, 
causing pain and discomfort.

Interference with official 
acts inflicting bodily injury is an 
aggravated misdemeanor. Assault 
on persons in certain occupations 
is a serious misdemeanor. Assault 
on persons in certain occupations 
causing bodily injury is an aggra-
vated misdemeanor. Trespass is a 
simple misdemeanor.

— by Rebecca Morin

Follow 
@TheDailyIowan 

on Twitter

‘I think any kind of balance, however they achieve it, 
is beneficial and necessary.’
— Julie Eisele, school parent volunteer

‘It does make you feel like you’re helping the local 
community. You feel good helping local people.’

—Betsy Slabaugh, retail manager at the Crowded Closet



When historians, sup-
porters, and new aspiring 
Capitol Hill climbers look 
back at his career, they will 
see his humble beginnings 
as an Iowa farmer who 
grew up in a town of fewer 
than 200, then emerged as 
one of the state’s longest 
serving politicians.

And it all began when 
one seat opened up. 

In an interview with 
The Daily Iowan this 
week, Latham said he 
believed a “golden oppor-
tunity” to serve his state 
came when former-Rep. 
Fred Grandy announced 
his intentions to leave his 
seat and run against Gov. 
Terry Branstad for the 
Republican gubernatorial 
nomination in 1994.

“In politics, you find out 
that it’s all about opportu-
nities,” Latham said.

He has served Iowans in 
western and central Iowa, 
and because of redistrict-
ing, has represented res-
idents from Ames to Des 
Moines and Council Bluffs 
in the 3rd, 4th, and the 
now-former 5th Congres-
sional Districts. 

Reflecting on his 10 
terms in the House, 
Latham, 66, recalled some 
of what he considers the 
most prominent moments 
of his time on Capitol Hill: 
being sworn in on his first 
day, developing a friend-
ship with House Speaker 
John Boehner, and decid-
ing to step away from it all 
when the time was right.

“I just felt that 20 years 
was enough,” he said.

In a formal address on 
Dec. 17, 2013, Latham 
became the third member 
of the House to announce 
his pending retirement 
on the same day, join-
ing Rep. Frank Wolf, 
R-Virginia, and Rep. Jim 
Matheson, D-Utah. 

Through a series of in-
terviews with the DI, aides, 
confidants, fellow congres-
sional workers, and po-
litical analysts reflected 
on Latham’s influence as 
one of the most adamant 
allies and close friends of 

Boehner, whom he helped 
become minority leader by 
whipping up votes in 2006.

One of the proudest mo-
ments of Latham’s life, 
he said, came as he was 
standing alongside Geor-
gia Rep. Saxby Chambliss 
and North Carolina Rep. 
Richard Burr at Boehner’s 
swearing-in 
as House 
speaker. 

“We rare-
ly actually 
talk about 
any re-
al issues,” 
L a t h a m 
said of the 
m o m e n t s 
when he and Boehner are 
together.

The two pick up dinner 
together often, sharing 
stories of children who are 
close in age and their wives, 
who have developed a 
strong friendship over time. 

Aside from his and the 
Speaker’s close friendship, 
Latham kept an extremely 
low profile in Washington, 
rarely mentioned in news 
reports and working to ex-
ude a public front as a man 
who honed in on the agri-
cultural influence and in-
terests of his district. 

That he served as a qui-
et worker who strategized 
behind the scenes and in 
the shadows of some of his 
most formidable friends 
didn’t hurt his political 
prowess, said Timothy 

Hagle, a University of Io-
wa associate professor of 
political science. 

“It’s hard to characterize 
him,” Hagle said. 

A member of the House 
Appropriations Committee 
and chairman of the ap-
propriations subcommittee 
on transportation, housing, 

and urban development, 
Latham was a fervent voter 
along party lines.

But sources close to him 
say he rallied behind the 
notion of bipartisanship, 
for he knew little would get 
done should there not have 
been give and take.

While securing funds 
for a new Department of 
Agriculture animal-abuse 
health center, working 
with the family of a fall-
en Navy officer to expand 
caretaking options, and 
drafting a bill that would 
have cut waste in the 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department 
are often brought up 
among Washington insid-
ers, political analysts, and 
Latham’s constituents, 
a more personal gesture 

stands out for his chief of 
staff, James Carstensen.

During the early winter 
months of 1993, Latham 
recognized the talent of 
Carstensen, now his chief of 
staff. But Carstensen’s moth-
er was dying from cancer, 
and the young man was not 
able to commit to any hefty 

assignment. 
Still, Latham 
sought out the 
young aide 
to join him in 
working to win 
over Grandy’s 
congressional 
seat.

“He said 
‘what I 

would like to do is start 
you on the payroll, and 
you work on the campaign 
when you are ready to,’” 
Carstensen said. “It was 
one of the kindest ges-
tures I’ve ever had from 
an employer and a friend. 
He set a tone from the 
first time he talked about 
working with him, and it’s 
one that I will respect and 
remember for the rest of 
my life.”

Carstensen will continue 
to serve the people of Iowa’s 
3rd Congressional District 

as he was recently tapped 
to become chief of staff for 
incoming Rep.-elect David 
Young, the former chief of 
staff for U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Grassley.

Still others have labeled 
Latham an “upstanding 
gentleman” who is consid-
erate without whitewash-
ing his own opinions.

Clive City Manager 
Dennis Henderson said 
Latham was a strong lead-
er in helping the western 
Des Moines suburb whip 
together funding to expand 
University Boulevard — a 
critical arterial road that 
connects the city to sur-
rounding communities. 

“Tom is very quiet, but he 
tells you right away what 
he will be able to and not be 
able to do,” Henderson said. 

* * *

Monday’s forthcoming 
White House Christmas 
Party will affectionately 
wrap up Latham’s career 
when he, Boehner, Cham-
bliss, and Burr will attend 
to the annual celebration 
with their wives to ring 
in one final group picture 
with President Obama. The 
yearly tradition is a twist 
on the norm for the couples, 
Latham said, as custom 
typically allows for just one 
representative at a time to 
pose with the president.

Latham has made no 
formal decision on his next 
career move but said he 
would like to remain “in-
volved” in political opera-
tions while spending more 
time spent at home in his 
district with wife Kathy 
and five grandchildren. 

While the family has 
no plans to sell their Clive 
townhouse, the future of 
their Virginia address has 
yet to be determined, and a 
final decision on his politi-
cal career will be made by 
next year. 

In an age of nearly con-
stant digital communica-
tion in which aides and 
the officials they represent 

have been known to stay 
attached to their smart 
phones and emails, Latham 
said Young’s success will 
hinge on strong accessibili-
ty for his constituents and 
a confident staff that is per-
sistently “on the ground” 
back in Iowa.

“Persistence is absolutely 
critical to be successful. In 
the House of Representa-
tives; you’re known by what 
you do,” he said. “I’ve never 
been one to try to be vocal 
or exotic in Congress, but 
people come to you if they 
recognize you.”
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LATHAM
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Rep. Tom Latham, R-Iowa, and Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif. (right), stand for a ceremonial photo with Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, after 
the 113th Congress convened on Jan. 3, 2013. (Associated Press/J. Scott Applewhite)

A LOOK BACK AT 
LATHAM’S CAREER

1994

First election as the con-
gressman in Iowa’s 5th Con-

gressional District after beating 
Democrat Sheila McGuire with 

61 percent of the vote.

1996

Bested Democrat MacDon-
ald Smith in the state’s 5th 

Congressional District with 65 
percent of the vote.

1998

Ran unopposed.

2000

State redistricting shifted 
Latham to the 4th 

Congressional District.

2010

Latham is moved to the 3rd 
Congressional District

2013

Latham announces on Feb. 
27, 2013, that he will not seek 
the open Senate seat of Sen. 

Tom Harkin in 2014.

‘Tom is very quiet, but he tells you right away 
what he will be able to and not be able to do.’

—  Dennis Henderson, Clive city manager



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

You’ve probably noticed 
them. Every time you look 
over at people, chances are 
they are on their phones. 
And if they are on their 
phones, chances are they 
are on Facebook. The so-
cial-media giant has accu-
mulated 1.2 billion month-
ly active users since its 
inception 10 years ago. 

The increased connec-
tivity allows us to share 
posts, photos, and much 
more with anyone in the 
world. More content isn’t 
always a good thing. It 
means that there are in-
creased opportunities to 
post something embar-
rassing, harmful, or worse 
yet, illegal. 

While the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution 
definitively states that 
“Congress shall make no 
law … abridging the free-
dom of speech,” in reality, 
this isn’t quite the case. 
Our freedom of speech 
does have limitations. The 
amendment does not pro-
tect slander, child pornog-
raphy, direct threats, and 
plagiarism.

This dividing line that 
defines whether speech 
is legal is not black and 
white.

On Monday, the Su-
preme Court heard argu-
ments about the case of 
Anthony Elonis. The Penn-
sylvania man was convict-
ed of threatening to injure 
his wife. One of the writ-
ings went, “There’s one 
way to love you but a thou-
sand ways to kill you. I’m 
not going to rest until your 
body is a mess, soaked in 
blood and dying from all 
the little cuts.” He was 
sentenced to four years in 
prison.

Elonis claims that he 
was simply creating a 
rap and that the writing 
helped him deal with his 
emotions. He equates his 
work to that of rapper Em-
inem and states that he did 
not intend to scare anyone. 
On the other hand, some 
feel that this is merely an 

excuse. Supreme Court 
Justice Samuel Alito be-
lieves that Elonis’ justifi-
cation creates a dangerous 
formula to get away with 
anything: “You say, ‘I’m an 
aspiring rap artist,’ and 
so then you are free from 
prosecution.” 

The Supreme Court 
even had Chief Justice 
John Roberts reading Em-
inem rap lyrics during the 
proceedings. 

Because freedom of 
speech is vital in a democ-
racy, courts have often opt-
ed to side with protecting 
speech, even in extreme 
scenarios. In 1977, the 
National Socialist Party of 
America, formerly called 
the American Nazi Party, 
wanted to march through 
Skokie, Illinois. The com-
munity was predominate-
ly Jewish, with one in six 
residents being Holocaust 
survivors. The village ob-
tained an injunction that 
barred the demonstrators 
from wearing Nazi uni-
forms or swastikas. The 
case went to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, which told 
the Illinois courts to revisit 
their refusals to stay the 
injunction and emphasized 
First Amendment rights. 
In the end, the Illinois 
Supreme Court rejected 
the Skokie argument that 
swastikas were threaten-
ing and determined that 
the group members were 
allowed to wear swastikas 
at the march. 

While the need to make 
sure that people do not 
feel threatened is under-
standable, a four-year 
sentence for online posts 
seems excessive. If the Su-
preme Court comes down 
on Elonis, it must do the 
same for every other per-
son or artist who produc-
es threatening material. 
With the rampant use of 
Facebook, along with other 
social-media sites, polic-
ing and scrutinizing every 
post, image, song, etc. is an 
impossible task. 

Law enforcement should 
continue to monitor and 
follow up on threatening 
activity. However, protect-
ing free expression should 
remain a top priority. As 
Evelyn Beatrice Hall, in 
her biography of Voltaire, 
brilliantly put it, “I disap-
prove of what you say, but 
I will defend to the death 
your right to say it.”
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After months of protests led by student 
groups in Hong Kong, authorities have 
taken steps to dismantle the so-called Um-

brella Movement, named after the iconic umbrel-
las the protesters have used to protect themselves 
from tear gas and pepper spray used by police. 

Leaders of the Hong Kong Occupy Central group 
surrendered to police on Wednesday after several 
group members urged a crowd to block access to 
a city government building, which was blockaded 
earlier in the year when thousands of people filled 
the streets day and night. In recent weeks, police 
had established a sort of uneasy ceasefire with 
the remaining protesters, ensuring access to civic 
buildings while allowing them to maintain camps 
in the city. 

Now, that truce has been shattered. Police made 
an aggressive push to dismantle some of the tent 
camps, and three founders of the protest group 
turned themselves in in an attempt to avoid fur-
ther violence. What’s more, the protesters seemed 
to have lost the public support that they enjoyed in 
the beginning of the pro-democracy rallies. 

The original impetus for the movement was Bei-
jing’s announcement in September that the elector-
al procedures for the semiautonomous Hong Kong 
would be subject to the discretion of a central gov-
ernment committee. The three candidates up for 
election would have to be vetted by this committee, 
meaning true democracy in Hong Kong would be 
a farce.

This did not sit well with the citizens of Hong 
Kong, who are accustomed to a greater degree 
of freedom of speech and press than their neigh-
bors on the mainland. After a crackdown in late 

September that injured more than 70, public ire 
reached its apex. More than 100,000 people filled 
the streets of Hong Kong. Trigger-happy commen-
tators declared this moment to be the point of rev-
olution, but China seems to have learned a lot from 
its history of public suppression. 

Instead of escalating the situation into anoth-
er Tiananmen Square, the central leadership un-
der President Xi Jinping opted to play the waiting 
game. Without instances of police brutality to fan 
the flames, Hong Kong cooled off. What originally 
seemed like a tipping point in the movement, in 
which public streets and government buildings were 
totally shut down, slowly turned into an annoyance 
for the majority of the city, and the numbers on the 
streets dwindled. In the end, the biggest obstacle to 
the protest’s success was its own methods. 

We can draw parallels to other protest move-
ments, even in the United States. The rage in Fer-
guson over a grand jury’s decision not to indict 
police Officer Darren Wilson in the death of Mi-
chael Brown sparked a violent night of riots and 
conflagrations in the city and detracted from the 
message that the protests were mostly peaceful 
and nondestructive. When people tuned in to the 
coverage, they saw a city in flames. 

With both of these protests seeming to fizzle 
out without achieving their goals, it’s a hard pill 
to swallow for those that believe in the power of 
peaceful assembly. The message that the Chinese 
handling of the Hong Kong protests and the de-
structive result of the anger in Ferguson have sent 
to the world is that if you want to avoid a popu-
lar uprising, just wait for the protesters to defeat 
themselves.
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There are certain cin-
ematic images that stick 
with you, even if you 
watched a movie only 
once. For me, that image 
is of Tom Hanks in Phila-
delphia, playing an HIV/
AIDS stricken lawyer 
who fought disease stig-
ma literally until his last 
dying breath. I watched 
the movie for the first 
time this summer, and 
once news networks 
ramped up Ebola cover-
age this fall, I couldn’t 
get either disease out of 
my head.

The largest platform 
for AIDS awareness, 
World AIDS Day, occurs 
on Dec. 1 of each year, 
although it is a rela-
tively young tradition. 

World AIDS Day was 
established in 1988, just 
seven years after doctors 
had begun to take note of 
the strange phenomena 
of a spike in pneumonia 
cases as well as in the 
extended demand for the 
drug that treated it, Pen-
tamine, despite the fact 
that Pentamine was not 
meant for long-term use 
in pneumonia treatment. 

Slowly, the CDC began 
to gather information 
and release reports about 
the disease, which was 
given its name in 1982: 
Acquired Immune De-
ficiency Syndrome. But 
however legitimizing the 
name might seen, pub-
lic distress soon began 
to set in because little 
was known about how 
the disease was actually 
transmitted. Since the 
’80s, major strides have 
been made in research 
about HIV/AIDS, but 
unfortunately, humanity 
seems to stagnate when 
it comes to compassion. 

A certain amount of 

stigma clouds any HIV/
AIDS diagnosis even 
currently. As recently as 
2011, 47 countries or ter-
ritories still maintained 
a degree of restriction 
regarding HIV patients 
traveling or staying with-
in their borders. 

Perhaps in the midst of 
the international Ebola 
crisis, this public confu-
sion and stigma sounds 
familiar. Particularly in 
the age of good old Doctor 
Internet, it is easier than 
ever for health-relat-
ed panic to spread, and 
when that happens, fin-
gers start pointing and 
stereotypes flourish. 

Although HIV/AIDS 
and Ebola are funda-
mentally different, the 
public panic surround-
ing both diseases has 
the same tune. The few 
lingering cases of Ebola 
within the confines of 
the United States seem 
to have been squelched, 
and sadly, the public’s 
concern will likely die 
down despite the dis-

ease continuing to rage 
in Africa. 

Similarly, it is estimat-
ed that approximately 
34 million people in total 
have HIV internation-
ally, yet the AIDS panic 
has long died down with 
public education regard-
ing its transmission. 
However, the eradication 
of panic does not mean 
the eradication of stigma. 
Perhaps, in time, we can 
channel public fear into a 
drive towards both fund-
ing and a cure for both 
HIV/AIDS and Ebola. 

It’s easy for those of us 
on our couches watching 
the news to be dismissive 
of public-health crises, or 
to react in the total polar 
opposite direction and in 
effect, stigmatize entire 
populations of people we 
think we ought to steer 
clear of. But there is one 
objective reality: fear aside, 
HIV/AIDS and Ebola are 
daily realities to people 
worldwide. We can either 
treat people as people, or 
people as their disease.

Brianne Richson 
brianne-richson@uiowa.edu

Easing the AIDS stigma

How protests fizzle out

COLUMN

Institutional racism is 
invisible, ambient, and 
powerful. It coats every-
thing like a thin layer of 
gunpowder, from D.C. to 
our shining seas. Height-
ened tensions and explo-
sive upheaval should not 
be surprising, then.

We do not live in a 
“post-racial” America. 
Income inequality has 
become the class definer 
of the decade, but that 
can’t be used as an ex-
cuse to couch important 
issues that sow danger-
ous cracks into the foun-
dations of justice and 
governing institutions of 
the United States.

According to research 
from Northwestern 
University studying job 

applicants in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 17 percent of 
white job applicants with 
criminal records received 
a call back from employ-
ers; 14 percent of blacks 
without criminal records 
but with similar or supe-
rior credentials received 
the same call.

 There’s also the fact 
that black men between 
the ages of 15 and 20 are 
21 times more likely to 
be shot and killed by an 
officer of the law than 
their white counterparts.

When a group of peo-
ple are systemically 
treated as criminals, so-
cial constructs are more 
inclined to mold them 
into self-fulfilling proph-
ecies. A recent study at 
Stanford showed partic-
ipants two images. One 
with a knife-wielding 
white man and another 
white man, the other 
with a knife-wielding 
white man and a black 
man. The majority of 
participants correctly 
identified the armed man 

in the first image but 
incorrectly identified the 
armed man in the sec-
ond. Participants were 
both black and white.

The knife experiment 
reveals how we see the 
world through a biased 
lens. We all act with 
this lens over our eyes, 
and that’s the danger 
of saying racism is gone 
or subdued. It isn’t men 
in hoods and burning 
crosses, it’s men in suits 
and unrealized intention. 
As Sociologist Eduar-
do Bonilla-Silva put it 
on CNN, it is “racism 
without racists,” a way 
to maintain domination 
over a minority without 
blatant hatred. 

This sort of discrimi-
nation is harder to de-
tect, and illusive in na-
ture. After all, those that 
look for it are looking 
through their own lens of 
bias. Statistical evidence 
of economic prosperity, 
education, and death at 
the hands of law enforce-
ment are all objective 

enough to draw basic 
conclusions on. Tread 
carefully, though, as 
every second is a chance 
to lose sight of what can, 
will, and has happened.

The key is awareness. 
The United States has 
a long history of denial, 
trying to forget how it 
got to where it is today. 
This is a fundamental 
mistake. You can only 
learn through experi-
ence. When experience 
is selected and not com-
prehensive, your educa-
tion is less substantive 
and prone to injustice, 
repeated mistakes, and 
irresponsibility.

Looking forward will 
require looking back with 
an open and unapologetic 
mind. Large-scale aware-
ness and self evaluation 
is the first step in chang-
ing how our society views 
and deals with racial 
problems in America. 
Only then will the insti-
tutions we all help build 
a little higher change in a 
meaningful way.

Post-racial? Not so much

Jacob Prall 
jacob-prall@uiowa.edu



All eight regents voted 
in favor of the propos-
al, but Regent Robert 
Downer noted several 
concerns.

“It is clear 
to me that 
this freeze 
will not fall 
equally on 
all three 
u n i v e r s i -
ties,” he 
said, refer-
ring to the 
Un ivers i ty 
of Northern 
Iowa, which 
relies more 
heavily on 
undergrad-
uate tuition 
c o m p a r e d 
with the UI and Iowa 
State University. 

UNI officials have tak-
en issue with a freeze.

Regents have said that 
the freeze could be cov-
ered by savings through 
its ongoing efficiency re-
view of the three univer-
sities, but Downer was 
wary about that.

“These savings may 
not be realized in time 
to cover the effect of the 
freeze, but my principal 
concern in that regard is 
that these savings would 
be redeployed within the 
institutions from which 
they were derived, and I 
don’t think that the pro-
posed freeze has been the 
choice of the universi-
ties,” he said.

The review is expected 
to save $40 million to $80 
million in annual savings.

Now the issue will 
travel to the state Leg-
islature, as legislators 
will vote on the regents’ 
request for a 1.75 per-
cent increase in general 
appropriations, falling in 
line with inflation. 

Several lawmakers on 
both sides of the aisle 

have publicly supported 
a resident tuition freeze.

“That’s great news,” 
said Rep. Dave Jacoby, 
D-Coralville, about the 
regents’ decision. “Now, 
I hope the Board of Re-
gents comes to its senses 
about the funding model,” 
referring to the regents’ 

controversial new way to 
dole out state funds to the 
universities, under which 
the UI stands to lose tens 
of millions of dollars over 
a few years.

Although legislators 
do not have to approve 
the mechanics of the new 
model itself, they do hold 
the purse and determine 
how much to allocate. 

Rep. Gary Worthan, 
R-Storm Lake, said the 
freeze is a “good move” 
and reflects economization 
from the regents, which he 
said has been lacking.

Officials and student 
leaders have voiced 
concern about whether 
a freeze now will lead 
to heavy increases in 
the future.

“I think it’s the board’s 
perspective, and it cer-
tainly was mine, that we 
ought to deal with the 
reality of today, which al-
lows us to freeze tuition, 
and also coupled with 
the TIER study to try to 
avoid future increases 
at a higher rate,” said 
Regent President Bruce 
Rastetter.

Undergraduate non-

residents at the UI will 
pay $26,464, or $456 
more. With fees, those 
students will be expected 
to pay $27,890.

Meanwhile, resident 
graduate students will 
pay $189 more or $9,876, 
while nonresident gradu-
ates will pay $485 more 

or $27,054 
— with both 
totals includ-
ing fees.

R e g e n t 
H a n n a h 
Walsh has 
said the re-
gents still 
need to heav-
ily consider 
costs for all 
students at-
tending Iowa 
universities.

“We must 
engage each 
of our uni-

versities in a compre-
hensive affordability 
review for the benefit 
of all our students: in-
state, out-of-state, un-
dergraduate, graduate, 
and professional,” she 
said.

the Riverfront Crossings 
District,” Cole said.

City Councilor Susan 
Mims also said the is-
sue of height will almost 
certainly be a point of 
future discussion, but de-
mand is what will drive 
the desire for apartment 
buildings such as the 316 
Madison to be built.

“It’s certainly some-
thing that needs to be 
considered in terms of 
where we would locate 
buildings of that type, 
but I think … we’re going 
to see more applications 
and requests for height 
bonuses and taller build-
ings in Riverfront Cross-
ings,” Mims said.

Cole said the construc-
tion of this particular 
project makes sense to 

him, because the Uni-
versity of Iowa student 
population will continue 
to grow.

“[The university is] 
going to need to find ad-
equate housing for the 
students, so although I’d 
continue to encourage 
developers to do devel-
opments within scale of 
the surrounding area, for 
that particular location, 
it’s a lot less problemat-
ic,” Cole said.

Affordability is anoth-
er point of consideration 
for any future housing 
construction projects, 
Mims said, because she 
has seen more and more 
requests from people 
wanting to see more af-
fordable housing near 
downtown.

“The city is going to 
have quite a discussion 
about that in terms of 
the drive that it’s going 
to take from the public 
to finance housing for 

people of lesser means,” 
Mims said.

UI Assistant Vice Pres-
ident for Student Life 
Von Stange, the senior 
director of Housing & 
Dining, echoed Cole’s be-
liefs about the Madison 
project making sense re-
garding student popula-
tion and location.

“My thought is if 
there’s going to be more 
housing, certainly that’s 
a good place to be able to 
have it,” he said.

Stange isn’t worried 
about the “competition” 
of off-campus housing.

“They’re for profit, we 
are not for profit, so we’re 
going to do what we do 
well, which is tradition-
al campus housing, and 
they’re going do what 
they do well,” Stange 
said, “We build 50- to 
100-year buildings, and 
[developers are] building 
probably 20- to 30-year 
buildings.”
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‘We must engage each of our universities 
in a comprehensive affordability review 

for the benefit of all our students: in-state, 
out-of-state, undergraduate, graduate, and 

professional.’
—  Regent Hannah Walsh
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Track coaches work on individual attention
By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

The Iowa track and 
field team has 99 stu-
dent-athletes on its 
roster. That is 99 faces 
— not to mention those 
redshirted — competing 
in more than 30 differ-
ent events that need in-
dividualized attention 
in order to be successful.

In order to keep an 
eye on everyone, six 
coaches — director of 
track and field Joey 
Woody, along with head 
coach Layne Anderson, 
associate head coach 
Clive Roberts, and as-
sistants Molly Jones, 
Jason Wakenight, and 
Andrew Dubs — have 
split responsibilities 
when it comes to the 
student-athletes. 

U n d e r s t a n d a b l y, 
events are divided 
among coaches in rel-
evance to each other. 
Anderson manages dis-
tance. Roberts takes 
care of women’s sprints, 
hurdles, and relays 
as well as horizontal 
jumps. Jones does pole 
vault, high jump, hep-
tathlon, and decathlon. 
Wakenight watches 
over middle distance 
and men’s sprints, 
long sprints, and re-
lays. Dubs supervises 
the throws, and Woody, 
along with overseeing 
the whole program, han-
dles men’s sprints and 
hurdles. 

Each coach manag-
ing numerous event 
groups can be difficult 
— Woody said he is 
still trying to figure out 
how to handle all the 
responsibilities of the 
top dog — but all said 
they do what they can 
in order to make sure 
their Hawkeyes get the 
coaching they need. 

“They need our undi-

vided individualized at-
tention,” Dubs said. “We 
do what we can to give 
them that.”

In order to do so, the 
coaches split each of 
their groups into relat-
ed events.

“With my event 
groups, we’ll have the 
high hurdlers come in 
at a different time from 
my short sprint group,” 
Woody said. “It just al-
lows for a little bit more 
individualized training 
and allows us more time 
for focusing on those 
athletes.”

Jones splits her 
groups by having dif-
ferent practice times 
for high jump and pole 
vault and working with 
those participating in 
the heptathlon and de-
cathlon on opposite 
days. 

“The jump days [for 
heptathlon and decath-
lon athletes] are on 
opposite days from my 
high jumpers and pole 
vaulters,” Jones said. 
“For me, it’s really im-
portant to work tech-
nical stuff for them so 
they don’t make bad 
habits without me 
watching.” 

Typically, there are 
two jump days a week 
for Jones’s group. On 
those days, they warm 
up, do their jumps, and 
end with a workout. 

“On the other days, 
it’s kind of getting them 
ready for their jump 
days so that their jump 
days are quality days. 
We do some speed work, 
plyometrics, things like 
that,” Jones said. “Ev-
erything else is acces-
sory to help us develop 
those jump days.”

Recently, Roberts has 
narrowed down prac-
tice to focusing a large 
amount of time on block 
starts for his sprint-

ers and hurdlers. Along 
with that, his Hawkeyes 
have continued to work 
on conditioning to gain 
speed.

For his throwers, 
Dubs creates a work-
out every week tailored 
to each of their specific 
needs. He said this al-
lows him to know his 
student-athletes even 
more and helps them to 
be the best they can be.  

“There’s more than 
one way to skin a cat. 
Not everyone is the 
same, so I like to cre-
ate a specific workout 
for each person every 
week,” Dubs said.

That is not to say 
there is no team aspect 
for the Hawkeyes, be-
cause many things are 
still done as a group. 
Jones’ athletes often 
spend recovery days to-
gether in the pool, while 
Dubs’ throwers lift all 
together.

Wakenight likes to 
have his groups prac-
tice together. Instead 
of splitting them into 
different time slots, he 
alternates rest times in 
order to give the ath-
letes the attention they 
need individually. 

“We all practice at the 
same time; I think it’s 
a really nice, diverse 
mix,” he said. “We all 
work out at the same 
time, and I manage all 
their groups at the same 
time. When we warm up, 
we go through some of 
the same pre-workout 
rituals, and they get to 
interact a lot, which is a 
cool thing.” 

Follow @cbomb12 
on Twitter for news, 
updates, and analysis 
about the Iowa track 
and field team.

Hawkeye Joey Woody, then an assistant track coach, leads the training during the Iowa Track and Field Summer Camp on 
Cretzmeyer Track on June 15, 2011. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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Brooks spent much of 
last season gaining good 
mat experience while 
filling in for both two-
time All-American Ethen 
Lofthouse and 2014 
All-American Nathan 
Burak at 184 and 197 
pounds, respectively.

Even more, Brooks 
proved he could hang 
with some of the nation’s 
best wrestlers at both 
weights, despite serving 
primarily as Lofthouse’s 
backup.

Brooks lost five matches 
last year to wrestlers who 
either went on to become 
All-Americans or had pre-
viously been All-Ameri-
cans, in Lofthouse (3-2), 
Brown’s Ophir Bernstein 
(10-8), Maryland’s Jim-
my Sheptock (3-2), Min-
nesota’s Kevin Steinhaus 
(8-6), and Iowa State’s 
Kyven Gadsen (3-2, at 
197 pounds).

That experience, 
Brands said, was vital to 
Brooks’ development.

“I think people know 
what he can do,” Brands 
said. “I think they look 
forward to the things he 
brings in terms of enter-
tainment in the sport of 

wrestling. Inside trips 
and bear hugs — he’s 
got kind of a personal-
ity that makes it fun to 
jump on his train.”

Against Weather-
spoon, specifically, 
Brooks brought the 
crowd members to their 
feet at the end of the 
second period. With 10 
seconds remaining, he 
scored a takedown off a 
low single, then quick-
ly locked up a tilt for 2 
more points just before 
the horn sounded.

“That’s a good skill,” 
Brands said. “And that’s 
the other thing. He’s 
very diverse. We see it a 
lot in [the practice room], 
and we see a lot more 
than that. That’s what 
we like.”

Mike Evans, Iowa’s 
starting 174-pounder, 
can attest to that. He 
practices with Brooks 
on occasion and said his 
speed, strength, solid po-
sitioning, and awareness 
have been his strongest 
attributes.

“He has all the makings 
of a good wrestler, I’ll tell 
you that,” Evans said.

Evans, a two-time 
All-American known for 
his mustache almost as 
much as his wrestling, 
noted that Brooks’ mul-
let might make a come-

back. That Brooks got 
rid of his hairdo, though, 
didn’t surprise him.

Evans of all people 
would know, of course.

“For example, I can’t 
keep a mustache all year. 
I’ll go nuts,” said Evans, 
who was cleanly shaven 
for the Iowa State dual. “I 
get food stuck in it. I start 

chewing on it. It hurts 
my face. If he expected to 
keep a mullet all year — 
you know, good luck.

“But I’m sure you’ll see 
it again.”

Follow @codygoodwin 
on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa wrestling team.

It’s a problem that cost 
the team its first loss of 
the season against Ar-
kansas last weekend.  

Head coach Lisa Blud-
er has made it para-
mount in her team’s 
mind not let it cost the 
Hawkeyes again. 

“Everybody knows it’s 
a weakness right now for 
us, so we’ve got to contin-
ue to work on it hard in 
practice and be conscious 
of it,” Bluder said. “We 
need to make a change. 
It’s not a technique is-
sue, it’s really just being 
more aggressive.”

The Hawks, who have 
not been on the positive 
side of the rebound mar-
gin once this season, will 
try to break that trend 
against a Cardinal squad 
that ranks near the top 
30 nationally. 

And while the 
Hawkeyes have taken 
measures to improve 
upon their efforts on 
the boards in practice, 
Bluder knows that for a 
change to occur this time 
around, her players will 
need to match the ag-
gression and intensity of 
Louisville if they want to 
stand a chance. 

“I hope the game against 
Arkansas was a little bit 
of a wake-up call for us,” 
Bluder said. “It was very 
physical, and I think it 
kind of caught us off guard 
at the time, so I think it 
should be interesting to 
see how we respond.” 

One thing is certain, 
the Black and Gold will 
need to squeeze every-
thing they can out of se-
nior Bethany Doolittle. 

The 6-4 center averages 
close to 7 boards a game 
and is one of Iowa’s best 
natural rebounders. Her 
size and strength make 
her a physical force that 
can be hard for opposing 
defenses to shut down. 

Foul trouble limit-
ed her floor time in the 
loss to Arkansas, leaving 
freshman Chase Coley to 
pick up much of the slack. 
The Hawks will look to 
her for leadership down 
low against Louisville. 

“Coach kind of got on 
us a little bit after the 
game against Arkansas,” 
Doolittle said.  “Thought 
we came out a little bit 
better against Gonzaga, 
but there’s still obviously 
a lot of work that needs 
to be done, so hopefully 
we can take that step 
against Louisville.” 

Doolittle, now in her 
fourth and final sea-
son with the Hawkeyes, 

knows that the Cardi-
nals present an interest-
ing measuring stick for 
the Black and Gold. 

“They rebound real-
ly well, and the game is 
a huge confidence and 
momentum factor for us 
going into the rest of our 
preseason,” Doolittle said. 
“We played them last year 
and got a little taste of 
what they’re like, so hope-
fully we can use that.” 

Bluder and the 
Hawkeyes will have a 
pretty good idea of how 
they stack up against 
other ranked opponents 
after the game. 

Just because this game 
is going to be a chal-
lenge, Iowa isn’t shying 
away from anyone. 

“You want to prove 
yourself against the best 
competition, and that’s 
what we have a chance to 
do Thursday,” sophomore 
Ally Disterhoft said.  

Follow @ryanarod on 
Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the 
Iowa women’s-basketball 
team.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

HOOPS
CONTINUED FROM 8A

And after storming out 
the gates 7-for-10 from 
the field, the Hawkeyes 
went just 11-for-45 the 
rest of the game. 

But Iowa weathered 
the storm, which is slow-
ly becoming the mantra 
of this team early in the 
season.  

“It’s our identity, it’s 
how we view ourselves,” 
guard Anthony Clem-
mons said. “We always 
preach toughness … 
that’s something we like 

to approach every game 
with. Stick to toughness.”

Iowa struggled to keep 
North Carolina’s front-
court off the offensive 
glass. Surprisingly, the Tar 
Heels rarely converted on 
those extra opportunities. 

Of its 24 offensive re-
bounds — 15 of which 
occurred in the first half 
— North Carolina fin-
ished with just 16 sec-
ond-chance points. 

The Tar Heels didn’t 
get much in their half-
court offense either. 

Iowa held North Caroli-
na to just 27.9 percent from 
the floor, and allowed just 
four 3-pointers on the night. 

Most importantly, Io-
wa held North Carolina’s 
main offensive threat, 
guard and Marion-native 
Marcus Paige, to just 
4-of-16 from the floor 
with no assists. 

“That was what we 
learned against Texas,” 
head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said after the 
game. “We went nine-
straight possessions 
where we didn’t score, 
and the lead went to 15 
quickly. Today we didn’t 
let that happen.”

While the Hawkeyes 
struggled on the boards 
early, they turned the 
corner mid-way through 

the second half, a half 
in which Iowa countered 
the Tar Heels first-half 
rebounding performance 
with 16 offensive boards 
of their own. 

The second chances 
helped fuel Iowa’s of-
fense, which finished 
with three players in 
double-figures — Aaron 
White, Mike Gesell, and 
Adam Woodbury. 

Gesell led all scorers 
with 16 points, outduel-
ing his once-AAU team-
mate Paige on a big stage. 

No shot was bigger 
than his lay-up and foul 
shot that gave Iowa’s its 
final lead of the game 

with 1:16 left in the con-
test.

He followed that up by 
hitting two free throws 
with just over one second 
the clock to seal the victory. 

“That’s always my 
plan,” Gesell said. “To 
continue to be aggres-
sive. I haven’t been 
shooting the ball great 
lately, and I just want to 
continue to stay aggres-
sive with that, and con-
tinue to shoot the ball. 
I was able to knock my 
first few down, and it felt 
pretty good.”

It’s early in the season, 
but the Hawkeyes head-
ed into this game looking 

for a signature win. 
They missed opportu-

nities early in the season 
for one, but found one 
Wednesday night, beat-
ing a team some project-
ed as a national-champi-
onship contender. 

“This is why I came 
to this program, to get 
wins like this,” Woodbury 
said. “We beat a very 
good team tonight. Not 
many people come into 
this hostile environment 
and get wins.”

Follow @JacobSheyko 
on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa basketball team. 

Iowa 184-pounder Sammy Brooks wrestles Baker’s Bryant Guillen during the Iowa City Duals on Nov. 21 in Carver-Hawkeye. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)
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By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

The first thing most of the 11,882 
wrestling fans in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena noticed about Sammy Brooks 
last weekend was that his mullet was 
gone. This, he said, was by design.

“I wanted to change it up, piss ev-
erybody off,” he said and smiled. “Ev-
erybody was starting to like it. I don’t 
know. I just wanted to change it up, 
keep everybody guessing.”

The next thing those die-hard Black 
and Gold fans saw was exactly what 
they paid for: domination and bonus 
points — something Brooks, Iowa’s 
starting 184-pounder, is becoming in-
creasingly known for.

Brooks put a beating on Iowa State’s 
Lelund Weatherspoon, 9-1, during 
the second-ranked Hawkeyes’ 28-8 
win over their in-state rival. It was a 
clinic in the Iowa style: In that major 
decision was a riding-time point, two 
stall calls on Weatherspoon, and two 
takedowns by Brooks.

“I love it,” the sophomore said. “If 
I’m a fan favorite — and I’m not say-
ing I’m the fan favorite — but if peo-
ple like the way I wrestle, awesome, 
because that means I’m going out 
there and doing my job.”

The Oak Park-River Forest product 
has been doing his job since he first 
put on the Iowa singlet. Brooks is 45-
16 overall in his still-young Hawkeye 
career — that includes his 19-9 re-
cord from the 2012-13 season, when 
he competed unattached — and he is 

8-0 this season.
That record has helped Brooks to 

be the sixth-ranked wrestler at 184 
pounds, according to Flowrestling’s 
latest rankings.

Further, 27 of those 45 wins have 
come in bonus-point fashion — and 
that’s including all eight wins this 
year (three technical falls, three pins, 
a medical forfeit, and his major-deci-
sion victory over Weatherspoon).

“It’s a little bit unorthodox, a little 
bit wide open,” Iowa wrestling coach 
Tom Brands said about Brooks’ wres-

tling style. “I’d probably say it’s his 
own style. He’s fun to watch. He’s 
slowly becoming a fan favorite, I 
think.

“That’s kind of what I’ve picked up 
around the Hawkeye Nation. People 
like watching him wrestle. They look 
forward to his time on the mat. And 
when I say slowly, I mean he hasn’t 
been in the lineup much. Last year, he 
filled in very well for us, but he was 
right in there.”
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Iowa stuns No. 12 North Carolina

Iowa’s Jarrod Uthoff (20), Adam Woodbury, and Mike Gesell (10) celebrate toward the end of the Hawkeyes’ 60-55 win over North Carolina in Chapel Hill on Wednesday. (Associated Press/Gerry Broome)

Mullet-less, not wrestle-less
Iowa’s Sammy Brooks, in his first season as a full-time starter, is becoming a favorite 
among Black and Gold wrestling fans.

SEE WRESTLING, 7A

By RYAN RODRIGUEZ 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s basketball 
team will have its work cut out to-
night. A team that has struggled 
mightily rebounding both defen-
sively and offensively so far this 
season will try to right the ship 
against No. 7 Louisville, which is 
one of the toughest and most defen-
sively sound squads in the country. 

SEE BASKETBALL, 7A

Behind the play of Mike Gesell, Iowa made plays when it needed to, which resulted in its first win 
over a ranked opponent.

By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

Iowa had been in this situation before. 
Up during halftime of the Hawkeyes’ 60-55 

win over No. 12 North Carolina, the game felt 
eerily similar to Iowa’s early season loss to 
No. 6 Texas on Nov. 20, which was the first 
time the Hawkeyes lost this year. 

Only this time, Iowa didn’t blow its lead, 

made stops and shots when it needed to, 
and left Chapel Hill, North Carolina, with 
its first win over a ranked opponent this 
season.

“I don’t think we would have got this win 
last year,” Adam Woodbury said after the 
game. “We weren’t as mentally tough as we 
needed to be last year down the stretch. I 
think that was pretty obvious. We made an 
attempt this year to turn the page on that.

“I hope this is a turning point for us. Keep 
the momentum going into the rest of the year 
and continue to get some wins.”

Nothing about this win — Iowa’s sixth of 
the season — was pretty. 

The Hawkeyes shot 32.7 percent from the 
floor. They made just three 3s on 20 attempts. 

The Iowa women’s 
basketball team will need 
to be tougher on the 
boards if the Hawks hope 
to have a chance against 
Louisville. 

SEE HOOPS, 7A

Iowa 184-pounder Sammy Brooks tries to pin Iowa State’s Lelund Weatherspoon in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 29. (The Daily 
Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Iowa at No. 7 Louisville
When: 6 p.m., today
Where: Louisville, Kentucky

IOWABASKETBALL 60, NORTH CAROLINA 55

Hawks 
to face 
Louisville



Get updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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weekend events
Today 12.4

Friday 12.5

Saturday 12.6

Sunday 12.7

MOVIES TO SEE 
THIS WEEKEND

FILMSCENE

Force Majeure
This Cannes Film Festival 
darling follows a Swedish family 
as their skiing holiday in the 
French Alps is disrupted by an 
avalanche. The father responds 
to this disaster in a rather 
unexpected way, and drama and 
comedy ensue.

  THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 20142B 80 HOURS

Dreams of 
sugarplums return
By MADDIE CLOUGH
madeline-clough@uiowa.edu

Angels, soldiers, and 
the always adorable sug-
arplum fairies will take 
the stage numerous times 
this weekend for a festive 
performance of The Nut-
cracker ballet. Put on by 
Coralville’s Nolte Acade-
my of Dance, the holiday 
dance show will be held at 
the Englert Theater, 221 
E. Washington St., with 
the first show starting 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday. 

Nolte and the Englert 
have partnered since 2006 
for the event, and Andre 
Perry, the executive direc-
tor of the Englert, says it 
is one of the biggest pro-
ductions of the year and 
requires at least 200 peo-
ple to produce, including 
dancers, Nolte production 
staff, and Englert staff.

“We’ve been partnering 
with Nolte Academy for a 
long time while doing The 
Nutcracker,” he said. “It’s 
this awesome community 
event that we’ve been do-
ing for the past few years, 
because there’s so many 
kid dancers who are in-
volved in the production.”

Nolte will put on five 
shows this weekend 
with kids ranging from 
ages 5 to 18.

“I’m not a dancer, and 
I was not a dancer when 
I was younger, but I can 
imagine it would have 
been really cool to be a 
part of something like 
this,” Perry said. “It’s re-
ally cool that they’re at 
that level. I think it says 
a lot about Leslie [Nolte] 

and the work they do over 
at the academy, which is 
really strong.”

Nolte’s dancers make 
the difficult choreography 
look simple with their 
beautiful extensions and 
intricate hand and arm 
movements. The young 
dancers looked dedicat-
ed as they rehearsed on 
Tuesday, exercising en-
durance and strength 
to get through the long 
dance numbers.

“Pointe shoes hurt my 
feet a lot,” said Mia Nolte, 
the daughter of studio 
owner Nolte, who will per-
form as a ballerina doll, 
snow flake, flower, and 
marzipan candy lead. “I 
get a lot of blisters, so I 
have to ice my feet occa-
sionally, but I love just be-
ing here and performing.”

Jayme Braverman, a 
dewdrop fairy and senior 
dancer at Nolte, had a sim-
ilar zeal for performance.

“One of my favorite 
parts is looking back on 
the years and seeing how 
much I’ve grown as a 
dancer and a person,” she 
said. “I love being able to 
tell my story and be a part 
of this production. It’s an 
amazing feeling to get up 
on stage where nothing 
fazes me. Nothing else 
comes to my mind; I live 
for that feeling.”

Essential to the ballet 
— apart from the dancers 
— is the orchestra. Carey 
Bostian, the conductor 
for The Nutcracker or-
chestra as well as a Iowa 
City Community Stream 
Orchestra and Universi-
ty of Iowa alum, said the 

annual ballet has come 
a long way from the ear-
ly years, when recorded 
music was used.

“In about 12 years, Les-
lie [Nolte] has gotten a 
huge thing going,” Bostian 
said. “For those first couple 
years of The Nutcracker 
production, they couldn’t 
really cast anything, but 
then they got Grace Snid-
er, their lead ballet teach-
er, to do the whole produc-
tion. They called me and 
asked if I might be able to 
do something in their bud-
get, and I said yes.”

Jean Rude, mother of 
Marisa Rude, the Mirliton 
and Chinese soloist, said 
she loves experiencing the 
performance and progres-
sion of the dancers.

“It’s a holiday tradition, 
so I love that aspect of it. 
My favorite part is just 
watching all of the danc-
ers progress year to year. 
Some of these kids were 
little mice, and now they’re 
en pointe. It’s fun to watch 
that progression.”

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Evil Twin Brew-
ing’s Hipster Ale

The burden of being a liberal-arts 
student with an asymmetrical haircut 
and glasses is the continual accusations 
of being a hipster. Though I’ve never 
much identified with hipster music 
or fashion — and don’t care for Pabst 
Blue Ribbon — I decided to venture into 
Portlandia territory by trying Evil Twin’s 
Hipster Ale, which promises to cater to 
the “cutting-edge” hipster in all of us.

TASTE: Coming from a brewery famous 
for beers dubbed Imperial Doughnut 
Break, Wet Dream, and Ryan and the 
Gosling, I figured Hipster Ale was more 
a gimmick than a quality beverage. To 
my surprise, this American pale ale not 
only offered a full, caramel-y color but 
full taste as well. Just as the ale’s thick 
foam lingers on the sides of your glass, 
its flavor pops inside your mouth long 
after your last sip. It’s worth shelling 
out a few more quarters for a can of 
Hipster Ale over a sudsy PBR.

ADVICE: I would recommend Hipster 
Ale to anyone who enjoys a good IPA 
and not just to those who, as they pro-
claim, “feel excluded because you’re 
hip but your city is not.” After all, 
Iowa City is plenty hip on its own. I’m 
eager to try Evil Twin’s other offerings 
next time I engage in a game of Cards 
Against Humanity.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Bee Gees Disco Night, 10 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Soulshake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington

THEATER
• A Christmas Carol, 7:30 
p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 
N. Gilbert

DANCE
• Collaborative Performance, 
No Armsistice, 8 p.m., North 
Hall Space/Place

FILM
• The Picture Show, The 
Polar Express, 3 p.m., Film-
Scene, 118 E. College
• Rosewater, 5:30 & 7:45 
p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• IC Red Week, Studio Talk, 
4:30 p.m., N150 Lindquist 
Center
• IC Red Week, The Red 
Affair, benefit dinner, 7 p.m., 
IMU Main Lounge
• “Shop Talk” with Michele 
Lauriat, painting, 7:30 p.m., 
116 Art Building West

MUSIC
• Chandla, 7 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• A Christmas Carol, 7:30 
an 10 p.m., Riverside 
Theater
• Striking 12, Mainstage 
Series, 8 p.m., Theater 
Building Mabie Theater

DANCE
• Ballroom and Latin Holi-
day Dance, 7:30 p.m., Old 
Brick, 26 E. Market 
• The Nutcracker, 7:30 
p.m., Englert, 221 E. Wash-
ington
• Collaborative Perfor-
mance, No Armsistice, 8 
p.m., Space/Place

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie 
Lights,” Oliver Bendorf, 
poetry, 7 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

FILM
• The Picture Show, Elf, 10 
a.m. & 3 p.m., FilmScene
• Force Majeure, 4 & 8 
p.m., FilmScene
• Goodbye to Language, 
6:30 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
 • “The Archeology of Iowa 
City,” Office of the State 
Archaeologist Brown Bag 
Lecture, noon, 700 Clinton 
St. Building
• Museum of Art First 
Friday, HIV/AIDS Memorial 
Quilt, 5 p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• Near Eastern/Spanish music, 
drum, and dance workshop, 
11 a.m., The Studio, 700 S. 
Dubuque
• Irish Session, 4:30 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Truckstop Souvenir, 7 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s
• Chandla, 7 p.m., Gabe’s
• Mighty Shady, with Soul 
Phlegm, 10 p.m., Yacht Club

THEATER
• Striking 12, Mainstage Series, 
8 p.m., Mabie Theater
• A Christmas Carol, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater
 
DANCE
• The Nutcracker, 2 & 7:30 
p.m., Englert
• Collaborative Performance, 
No Armsistice, 8 p.m., Space/
Place

FILM
• The Picture Show, Elf, 10 
a.m., FilmScene
• The Tale of Princess Kaguya, 
12:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Force Majeure, 3:30 & 8:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• Rosewater, 6 p.m., FilmScene
• Bijou After Hours, Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit?, 11 p.m., 
FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Breakfast with Santa, 8 a.m., 
Hy-Vee, 1720 Waterfront
• Urban Holiday Pop-Up Shop, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Urbanity, 
511 Iowa 
• Celebrate the Season, 11:30 
a.m., Downtown
• Angel of Hope Candlelight 
Vigil, 7 p.m., Lower City Park

 

MUSIC
• “Happy 175th Birthday, 
Iowa City,” music by Guy 
Drollinger, 1 p.m., Iowa City 
Public Library, 123 S. Linn
 
DANCE
• The Nutcracker, 2 & 6:30 
p.m., Englert

FILM
• Goodbye to Language 3D, 
1 p.m., FilmScene
• Movies at the Museum of Nat-
ural History, Arctic Dinosaurs: 
Warm-Blooded Creatures of the 
Cretaceous?, 3 p.m., Museum of 
Natural History
• The Tale of Princess Ka-
guya, 3 p.m., FilmScene
• Rosewater, 5:45 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Force Majeure, 8 p.m., 
FilmScene

THEATER
• Striking 12, Mainstage 
Series, 2 p.m., Mabie 
Theater
• A Christmas Carol, 2 
p.m., Riverside Theater

MISCELLANEOUS
• Urban Holiday Pop-Up 
Shop, noon to 4 p.m., 
Urbanity

 

By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

A section of the world’s 
largest community folk-
art piece — and one of 
the most important HIV/
AIDS memorials — has 
made a stop in Iowa 
City, arriving Monday 
for Worlds AIDS Day and 
staying for the end of Io-
wa City Red Week.

The University of Iowa 
Museum of Art’s First Fri-
day exhibition series will 
take place at 5 p.m. Friday 
at FilmScene, 118 E. Col-
lege St. Titled InspiRED, 
the event is designed to 
bring more attention to 
HIV/AIDS by presenting 
nine panels of the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt.

The quilt panel is a 
12-by-12-foot collection 
of squares featuring the 
names of people who 
have died of AIDS-re-
lated causes. It is just 
a small part of the full 
Memorial Quilt, which 
weighs 54 tons and was 
first constructed in the 
height of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. In its entirety, 

the quilt covered the Na-
tional Mall in Washing-
ton, D.C., in 1996.

“A greater awareness of 
HIV/AIDS is central to all 
IC Red Week events,” said 
Jon Winet, a UI art Pro-
fessor and a contributor 
to IC Red Week. “We also 
hope to draw attention 
to this unique, compel-
ling, creative 1.4 million-
square-foot community 
art project, which began 
in 1987 and that sadly is 
still being added to. There 
are now over 48,000 pan-
els commemorating people 
lost to AIDS.”

Winet also said that 
the UI’s Digital Studio for 
Public Arts & Humanities 
— of which he is the direc-
tor — is working on a proj-
ect that will help expose a 
wider audience to the Me-
morial quilt.

“The studio is now 
working with the New 
School in New York City 
and Michigan State on 
AIDS Quilt Touch,” he 
said. “[It is] a mobile 
web app that allows 
people to access the 
Quilt, search for indi-
vidual panels, and leave 
remembrances.”

Quilting for awareness

Horrible Bosses 2
A cast of uproarious comedians 
and Oscar winners unite for this 
follow-up to the 2011 hit comedy 
Horrible Bosses. Foes both old 
and new create chaos for three 
work-weary friends as they try 
to start their own business — 
especially after a kidnapping 
scheme goes awry.

The Theory of Everything
Featuring an Oscar-buzzing per-
formance by Eddie Redmayne, 
this complex love story chron-
icles the relationship between 
Stephen Hawking and his first 
wife, Jane, as the world-re-
nowned physicist battles a 
heartbreaking diagnosis.

DANCE
Nolte Academy’s The 
Nutcracker
When: 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Saturday and Dec. 7, 6:30 
p.m. Dec. 7
Where: Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
Admission: $16-$28

Iowa City Red Week
TODAY
• 11 a.m. — DP Dough Fundraiser, 
519 E. Washington
• 4:30 p.m. —  Studio Talk, a 
discussion of the AIDS Quilt Touch 
app project by Paul Greenough, Tami 
Haught, and Jeffery Meier, moderated 

by Nikki White, N150 Lindquist Center
• 7 p.m. — Red Affair, a benefit 
dinner and silent auction. Tickets can 
be purchased at the Hub.

FRIDAY
• 5 p.m. — Museum of Art First 
Friday, FilmScene, 118 E. College

SATURDAY
• 9 p.m. — The Mirage, aimed at pro-
moting diversity, raising awareness of 
HIV/AIDS, and providing information 
regarding sexual health. The event will 
feature a Condom Casino, amateur and 
professional drag shows, and free HIV 
testing. IMU Second-Floor Ballroom
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• Molecular Physiology & Biophysics Thesis Sem-
inar, “The Molecular Pathogenesis of Skeletal Muscle 
Atrophy,” Kale Bongers, 9:30 a.m., 5-669 Bowen
• Off-Campus Housing Fair, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., University 
Capitol Center second floor
• Pharmacology Graduate Student Workshop, “Regula-
tion of Resting Metabolism by the Angiotensin AT2 Receptor,” 
Nicole Littlejohn, 12:30 p.m., Bowen Spivey Auditorium 
• Opera Studies Forum, Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg, 
Glenn Ehrstine, 5:30 p.m., 2390 University Capitol Center 
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Writers Gone Public — 
Undergrad Nonfiction Writing Program, 7 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Latitude Ensemble, 7:30 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
• Collaborative Performance, No Armistice, 8 p.m., 
North Hall Space/Place 
• The Maze Runner, 8 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• This is Where I Leave You, 8 p.m., 348 IMU

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Thursday, December 4, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Revamp your current financial strategy. You 
can raise your income if you invest wisely. Obtain knowledge in order to 
change your career or to allow you to earn a living from home or while 
traveling. Love is highlighted.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Underestimating someone’s motives will 
be costly. Keep your finger on the pulse and your head clear in order 
to avoid having someone take advantage of your generosity and 
trusting nature. Don’t spend unnecessarily. Put more time and effort 
into your job.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Make home improvements that will ease 
your stress by cutting costly living expenses. A partnership can help 
you take control of your life by giving you more time to spend perfect-
ing your skills and marketing your services. Romance is highlighted. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t be a follower. If you want to do 
something differently, come up with your own idea, and make it hap-
pen. Someone you least expect will attempt to mislead you. Protect 
your heart, your job, and your reputation.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Dig deep, and ferret out information that will 
help you stay ahead of the competition. Maintain your position, and 
you will stand out and impress someone you love. Taking action will 
prove you are serious about what you say and believe.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t feel obligated to make the first move; 
better to let situations unfold naturally and without interference. Put 
greater emphasis on upholding your promises. What you do will reflect 
who you are. Protect your reputation.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be prepared to make a move if necessary. 
Organization will be critical in allowing you to act decisively. A close 
bond will form with someone you share common interests with. Don’t 
hesitate to express your thoughts and hopes for the future. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Look into new job prospects. Networking 
will pay off if you refer to what you have accomplished. Attracting inter-
est in your talents will be the first step to achieving your dreams. Don’t 
stop when there is so much to gain.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Speak up, share ideas, and make 
changes personally and domestically. What you do now can help create 
a bright future. Surround yourself with people you can count on and 
the things that make you happy. Don’t settle for second best.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put a little muscle behind your words. 
Following through will show everyone you mean business. The changes 
you make at home will help you build a strong base for a better future. 
Mix business with pleasure and excel.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Think fast. A job prospect looks inviting. 
What you do to help someone in a tight spot will buy you respect and a 
referral that will shape a brighter future. Love is highlighted, and cele-
brating will encourage romance.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You have to clear your mind before you 
make a decision. An unrealistic view of a situation will cost you emo-
tionally and financially. Don’t make personal changes before settling 
pending disputes, legal matters, or health problems.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System

OK to hear at a Da 
Club but not the 
Senior Citizens’ 

Center
• “Have you ever seen a skirt 

that short before?”
• “You just made my heart 

skip a beat.”
• “What do I wear to bed? 

Depends.”
• “Save the last dance for 

me?”
• “Drop dead.”

• “He looks DTF.”
• “Tonight I’m ridin’ dirty.”

• “You have a condom, right?”
• “Last call.”

• “Does the carpet match the 
drapes?”

• “You wanna use the paddles?”
• “Man, what died in here?”
• “I don’t even have a gag 

reflex anymore.”
• “Lotta hotties here tonight.”
• “My panties are so wet right 

now.”
• “One of our regulars got 

two of the girls pregnant last 
month.”

• “There’s a couple having sex 
in the men’s room.”

• “I can see myself spending 
the rest of my life with you.”

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Jayne, Erik, 
David, Kevin, Kit & Aaron for contrib-

uting to today’s Ledge.

The Internet: transforming society and shaping the future through chat.
— Dave Barry

Follow 
@TheDailyIowan on 

Twitter
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A Christmas Carol visits 
Riverside Theater

The world has seen A Christmas 
Carol in many ways: novels, animat-
ed series, staged, movies, and, most 
recently, at the Riverside Theater as 
a one-man production. 

Through Dec. 14, A Christmas 
Carol will command the Riverside 
Theater stage, 213 N. Gilbert St. The 
one-man show — performed by 
Tim Budd — will run at 7:30 p.m. 
today through Saturday and 2 p.m. 
on Dec. 7 and 14.

Ron Clark, one of the founders of 
Riverside Theater and a professional 
actor and director for almost 40 
years, directs the show. Clark said he 
and Budd have been close for years, 
making the process easier. 

“Tim Budd and I are old friends 

and colleagues, so it’s been a very 
collaborative process,” Clark said. 
“We know each other well, and we 
can read each other well, and so 
we’re constantly trying new things 
… we experimented constantly.” 

A Christmas Carol was a novel 
by Charles Dickens, published on 
Dec. 19, 1843. Dicken’s classic 
tale follows Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a penny-pinching old man who 
abhors Christmas before he is 
visited by three ghosts representing 
Christmases Past, Present, and Yet 
to Come. 

Though many audience members 
have the story memorized, Clark 
said visitors have been moved by 
Riverside’s adaption. 

“They’ve been nothing but 
positive about the play itself,” Clark 
said. “They were up on their feet 

immediately in a standing ovation.” 
Although the story is more than 

150 years old, Clark believes the 
themes present in A Christmas Carol 
— which are his favorite aspect of 
the play — remain poignant.

“[The show] has extraordinary 
social relevance to what we are 
called upon to do at Christmas,” 
he said. 

— by Devyn Young

THEATER
A Christmas Carol
Where: Riverside Theater, 213 N. 
Gilbert
When: 7:30 p.m. Dec. today- Satur-
day and Dec. 11-13; 2 p.m. Dec. 7, 14
Admission: $20-$30

Come 
find us on 

Instagram!
@daily_iowan
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By ADAM GROMOTKA
adam-gromotka@uiowa.edu 

The air outside the Mill 
on a Sunday night smells 
like perfectly charred 
cheeseburgers, and in 
the front portion of the 
establishment,couples 
and groups of friends sit 
lightly chatting, a timid 
mumble under the qui-
et gentle rock dripping 
from the speakers. But 
through a single door, 
there is a different, rum-
bling energy, back by the 
long bar and the stage. 
The crowd is excited — as 
it should be. Alternative 
standup comedy, Iowa 
City’s unsung art-scene 
hero, is about to punch 
people’s funny bones with 
hours of material.

On Sunday, the restau-
rant, bar, and entertain-
ment venue, 120 E. Bur-
lington St., put on the 
show “Too Many Comics,” 
a fundraiser featuring a 
long list of the city’s lo-
cal comedic talent. The 
event was organized to 
raise money for the up-
coming Green Gravel 

Comedy Festival, argu-
ably one of the most 
important events of its 
kind, expected to split 
sides in the city on Feb. 
27-28, 2015. The festi-
val will feature Chris 
Kelly (Too Many Cooks) 
as well as a number of 
comedians from around 
the area. As the festival’s 
website explains, it’s the 
only event of its kind in 
the region to accept local 
submissions, and it will 
also feature a number of 
workshops on how to be 
funny. 

As cohost Arash Singh 
put it while opening the 
night on stage: “We deserve 
this comedy festival.”

Why? Well, as local 
funny guy Daniel Fra-
na (and performer at 
this week’s show) said 
in a previous interview, 
the local comedy scene 
in Iowa City has grown 
substantially in the last 
few years, and with the 
help of this festival, it 
will continue to do so. We 
seem to be at the cusp, 
the top of the hill on the 
roller coaster, about to 

race to a time when big-
name comedians hosted 
by the university aren’t 
the only ones drawing 
packed audiences. 

Comedy is open and ac-
cessible to everyone and 
every taste. Sit at a show 
or open-mike night with 
a list of performers, and 
you’ll encounter stories 
about yelling at squir-
rels (joke credit Spencer 
Loucks), imaginations of 
alternative universes in 
which fights are settled 
by games of Connect Four 
(Ethan Simmons-Patter-
son), and anything else 
the human brain is ca-
pable of hypothesizing. 
There are bits about the 
awkward nature of hu-
man sexuality and the 
obvious-but-stifled issues 
surrounding gender dis-
parity. There are punch 
lines that focus on the un-
comfortable blunders of 
race relations and the re-
alities of living in poverty. 

Laughter in the 
alternative universe

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR THE REST OF THE STORY



THE DAILY IOWAN     DAILYIOWAN.COM    THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 20146B 80 HOURS

By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

It’s a familiar setting 
to most in the American 
Midwest: slipping from 
the cold blanket of white 
peacefully covering the 
world into a warm depart-
ment store adorned for 
the holidays — often with 
the store playing a Christ-
mas song so familiar you 
find yourself humming 
along unconsciously.

Familiar as those tunes 
might be, their melodic 
and lyrical tropes are far 
from universal. 

At 7:30 p.m. Dec. 10, the 
Celtic band Danú will re-
gale the audience at the 
Englert with traditional 

Irish Christmas music for 
the Hancher-sponsored 
show “A Christmas Gath-
ering: Féile Na Nollag.”

“I am not too familiar 
with the way Christmas is 
celebrated in America but 
in Ireland it’s basically a 
two-week holiday,” said 
Benny McCarthy, Danú’s 
accordion player and one 
of its founders. “People 
gather from Christmas 
Eve until at least New 
Year’s Day, so there are 
many gatherings of mu-
sicians and dances during 
this holiday.”

McCarthy has man-
aged the band since it 
began in 1995, when 
the founding members 
attended Festival In-

terceltique de Lorient, 
the world’s largest Celt-
ic gathering. There, the 
group was required to 
don a Celtic/Irish name.

“We were given the ti-
tle Danú by a friend,” 
McCarthy said. “All very 
simple; it went really 
well, and nearly two de-
cades later, here we are 
still going.” 

Oisin McAuley, the 
band’s fiddler, believes a 
part of this appeal lies in 
the hundreds of years of 
rich tradition and the in-
tricate narratives in Irish 
music, especially notice-
able in Christmas pieces.

“Traditional Irish 
Christmas music is typ-
ically a lot older than 

the American variety,” 
McAuley said. “Some of 
the songs we sing in our 
show are almost 1,000 
years old.”

Danú’s vocalist and 
flute player Muireann 
Nic Amhlaoibh describes 
two of her songs as hav-
ing a magical quality, 
partially because of their 
great age.

“We have beautiful 
melodies, and we explain 
the stories behind all our 
pieces too, to help the au-
dience connect with them 
and bring them with us 
on a journey,” Amhlaoibh 
said.

It’s that journey Danú’s 
members hope listeners 
experience and enjoy.

“The most important 
thing for us when we 
perform every night is 
for the audience to have 
a great night out,” McAu-
ley said. “To experience 
the Irish ‘craic,’ which 
is a word for the exu-
berance of Irishness, its 
music, and — particular-
ly — the self-deprecating 
Irish humor.  It’s critical 
for us to be authentic. If 
we aren’t really enjoying 
ourselves, the audience 
won’t either. It’s why 
people should come to 
our performances; you 
can forget all your trou-
bles for a couple of hours, 
have the ‘craic,’ and then 
have some more by chat-
ting to us after the show.”

In spirit of the holiday 
season,  Danú’s concert 
is meant to be a celebra-
tion accessible to audi-
ence members both Irish 
and American.

“Who doesn’t enjoy fun 
Irish people playing fun 
Irish music and heart-
breaking songs?” McCa-
rthy said.

Getting your ‘craic’ on in the Englert

MUSIC
Danú’s Traditional Irish 
Christmas Concert
When: 7:30 p.m. Dec. 10
Where: Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
Admission: $10-$40
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The show is set to a 
soundtrack of holiday 
music, ranging from sa-
tirical to moving. Mu-
sic director Carl Rowles 
said Striking 12 not only 
breaks the mold of holi-
day productions but mu-
sicals in general.

“A lot of musicals try 
to smack you between 
the eyes with big pro-
duction numbers, fancy 
choreography, and over-
the-top performances. 
This show does none of 
that,” he said. “Striking 
12 is heartfelt, genuine, 
and has a wide variety of 
musical styles. It’s really 
something that everyone 
can enjoy, even if you ar-
en’t that big into music 
or theater.”  Rowles was 
in charge of making ar-
tistic decisions with the 
music of the show, such 
as phrasing, tempo, and 
pacing. However, Rowles’ 
function during the 
course of the performanc-
es will depart from the 
usual, and that has been 
one of his biggest trials.

“This is a unique sit-
uation in that I will not 
direct any of the perfor-

mances of the show,” he 
said. “I usually conduct, 
or I will play and conduct 
from the keyboard. I’ve 
also set it up so there 
isn’t a standing conduc-
tor for the band; it will 
all be directed by the 
musicians themselves. 
Getting them comfort-
able with the music to 
the point where they can 
lead themselves through 
the show has been chal-
lenging.”

Despite these ob-
stacles, actors such as 
Franco appreciated the 
chance to have freedom 
of creativity.

“We were allowed to 
play around a lot with 
this script, and we made 
it our own,” she said. 
“There are moments in 
the show where we break 
character, make things 
our own, and bring what 
we can to the stage, all 
while keeping the mes-
sage and the content of 
the show intact.” 

Participating in Strik-
ing 12 allowed her to 
develop as an actor and 
a singer, she said, while 
also leading to person-
al growth, shaping her 
perspective on the down-
trodden.

“I’ve learned to look 
past my own problems 

and see that there are 
people in the world who 
need help, especially 
during the winter,” Fran-
co said. 

UI freshman Sydney 
Alexander, who plays 
the ex-fiancée of the 
Man Who’s Had Enough, 

said the truthfulness 
of Striking 12 makes it 
greater than the average 
musical.

“You probably haven’t 
seen a show quite like 
this one before,” she 
said. “You will laugh till 
your sides hurt, cry your 

eyes out, and will be of-
ficially in the holiday 
spirit after only an hour 
and 15 minutes.”

HOLIDAY
CONTINUED FROM 1B

By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

By the time the semes-
ter comes to a close and 
you head home for the 
holidays, there aren’t 
a lot of prime shopping 
days left. So what better 
way to thank your par-
ents for the tuition mon-
ey or remind your rich 
aunts that you’re in col-
lege than with a present 
straight from the home 
of the Hawkeyes?

Giving a gift you can 
only find in Iowa City 
lets your loved ones know 
that even in the midst of 
wrapping up a chaotic 
semester of college, you 
were thinking of them. 
But where to start?

GIFTS FOR OTHERS

Glassando’s Christmas 
Ornaments

If you’ve been in Io-
wa City in the winter, 
you’ve noticed the tree 
sweaters put up every 
year by the Iowa City 
Tree Huggers. They’ve 
become a local tradition 
over the last few years, 
so this year, Glassando, 
201 S. Clinton St., fea-
tures the tree sweaters 
on its annual holiday 
ornament, and it will do-
nate the proceeds to the 
Tree Huggers.

“It’s an exciting commu-
nity art project, and it’s 
just one of those things 
that, when you think of 
Iowa City, you think tree 
sweaters,” said Glassando 
owner Abby Restko.

This is the fifth year 
Glassando’s has pro-
duced an Iowa City-spe-
cific holiday ornament, 
and it has sold out near-
ly every year. Last year, 
it reordered after selling 
out, so a few Christmas 
trees, snowmen, and an-
gels with “Merry Christ-
mas from Iowa City” 
written on them are 
available as well. There 
are other styles available 
every year, ranging from 
hand-crafted wood orna-
ments to blown glass.

On Saturday, Glassan-
do and other downtown 
businesses will  partic-
ipate in the Downtown 
Holiday Open House 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Holiday Thieves’ Market
Perfect to showcase 

the UI’s liberal-arts cul-
ture, the Thieves’ Mar-
ket, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Dec. 7 in the IMU, 
features more than 100 
artists selling paintings, 
photographs, jewelry, 
ceramics, home-décor 
items, and metalwork. 

Though it’s called a 
Thieves’ Market, Scaven-
ger Hunt may be a more 
apt description. With the 
IMU overflowing with 
booths packed full of art-
ists’ work, it takes some 
time to work through the 
market. 

Some booths may not 
interest you as much as 
others, but if you pick 
through, scrounging de-
terminedly, you just may 
find the perfect gift.

Fair-trade pop-up store

Now that the down-
town Wedge has closed, 
the space at 136 S. 
Dubuque St. has been 
transformed temporarily 
into a fair-trade interna-
tional gift shop. Staffed 
by volunteers, the shop 
sells jewelry, home dé-
cor, scarves, etc., in the 
hopes of raising enough 
money to open a perma-
nent store. The store is 
worth a walk-through 
during the holiday sea-
son, even if you decide 
you wouldn’t be a reg-
ular customer should it 
stay open all year.

Santa at the Mall 
If you’re really stuck 

on a gift for Mom and 
Dad, you could always 
go the funny route and 
give them a photo of you 
with Santa Claus at the 
mall. Here’s hoping your 
parents have a sense of 
humor.

GIFTS FOR YOURSELF
Holiday shopping can 

be exhausting. You defi-
nitely need to taste the 
best Iowa City has to 
offer during the winter 
months. Here are the 
highlights:

• Mistletoe coffee at 
Java House, 211 ½ E. 
Washington St.

• Caribou Coffee’s Fa 
La Latte, available at 
Bruegger’s Bagels, 245 
Iowa Ave.

• Hot Chocolate from 
Yotopia, 132 S. Clinton St.

• Sweet or savory 
crêpes from Crêpes de 
Luxe Café, 309 E. Col-
lege St.

Now that you’ve been tak-
en care of, get back to study-
ing. It’s the holiday season, 
but it’s not a holiday yet.

Gift season rolls into downtown 

Cast members sing as they hold up candles during a dress rehearsal of Striking 12 in Mabie Theater on Tuesday. The play will run from Friday through Dec. 13. 
(The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

THEATER
UI Mainstage Series, Striking 
12
When:  8 p.m. Friday, Saturday, 
Dec. 10-13; 2 p.m., Dec. 7
Where: Theater Building Mabie 
Theater

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW
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