
By NICK MOFFITT
nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

A 96-unit development on Riv-
erside Drive will now receive $1.8 
million in tax increment financing 
after overwhelming vocal support 
and a 7-0 vote from the Iowa City 
City Council Tuesday. 

The development will contain 12 
units that will serve the workforce 
housing market and be managed by 
the Housing Fellowship. 

The property is at 629 S. Riv-
erside Drive, the old home of 
Hartwig Motors, and across from 
Linder Tire. 

The $1.8 million TIF would be 
paid with a nine-year rebate. 

Mayor Pro Tem Susan Mims said 
the high-quality project benefits Io-
wa City as a whole.

“This is a catalyst 
project for this part 
of town,” she said. 
“When you drive in 
from Iowa City from 
the south, it is cer-
tainly not the most 
attractive entrance 
to this community.”

The reason she said 
she would vote yes is 
to improve Iowa City’s gateways. 

Kevin Hanick, the developer for 
the project, said the area is an 
underutilized and underinvested 
area, and the TIF will help make 
this investment in the area hap-
pen and create a residential devel-
opment primarily for non-under-
graduate students. 

“We can create environments 
that will encourage certain kinds 
of tenants, things like quiet 
hours,” he said. 

Hanick said the development 
has been a long time coming, with 
little development for that group 
of people. 

“There have been no projects re-
ally targeted at that demographic,” 
he said.

Mims
mayor pro tem
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By NICK MOFFITT
nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City Council could soon settle a battle be-
tween property-owner rights and the preservation of 
historic buildings.

The City Council on Tuesday scheduled a special meeting 
that will occur in the next week to decide the fate of three cot-
tages on South Dubuque Street.

At the special meeting, the council will decide whether to 
hold a public hearing that would put a moratorium on demoli-
tion of the cottages. 

The cottages currently house the Book Shop, 608 S. Dubuque 
St., Suzy’s Antiques & Gifts, 610 S. Dubuque St., and Moy Yat 
Ving Tsun Kung Fu Academy, 614 S. Dubuque St.

Councilor Michelle Payne said holding the special meeting is 
the proper thing to do.

“It’s the fair thing to do,” she said. “To hear both sides.”
Mayor Matt Hayek said the biggest reason to schedule the 

CHECK DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR HOURLY
UPDATES AND ONLINE EXCLUSIVES. FOLLOW 
@THEDAILYIOWAN ON TWITTER AND LIKE US 
ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE CONTENT.

INDEX

CLASSIFIED 
DAILY BREAK
OPINIONS  
SPORTS
 

11
8
4
12

50¢DAILYIOWAN.COMWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2014 THE INDEPENDENT DAILY NEWSPAPER FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY SINCE 1868

COTTAGES’ FATE 
UP IN THE AIR

Council 
backs TIF 
plan
The Iowa City City 
Council votes 7-0 to 
give public financing for 
a new development in 
Iowa City.

The fate of three Iowa City cottages could be decided at a special City Council meeting next week.

Oh, Christmas tree in Iowa  future may be shaky
Future Christmas tree crops might be diminished because of poor weather in the past.
By BEN MARKS
Benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

 As they wrap up their post-Thanks-
giving opening weekend, Christmas-tree 
farmers across eastern Iowa report 
healthy harvests.

But, farmers say, poor weather over 
the last few years may damage future 
tree crops. 

“You may have the customers, but you 
don’t have the product to sell them,” 
said Sarah Handley, family member of 
Handley’s Holiday Hillside, a tree farm 
near Solon. “There’s no way to catch up; 
you can’t plant twice as many trees be-
cause you’ve already lost a whole year 
of growing.”

Because of floods and droughts over 

the past few years, come 2019, Christmas 
trees in Iowa might be in short supply.

“Seasonal weather patterns can be very 
tough on the seedlings when you first 
plant them,” said Rick Dungey, the exec-
utive director of the National Christmas 
Tree Association. “But once seeds are in 
the field for a year or two years they’re a 
little more stable.”

According to data from the National 
Christmas Tree Association, real trees 
are consistently in much higher demand 
than artificial ones. 

In 2013 alone, 33 million Christ-
mas trees were sold compared with 
14.7 million artificial trees.

Danny Moulds, the owner of Kris Krin-

Three cottages located on South Dubuque Street are seen on Tuesday. The fate of the three 150-year-old cottages is unclear. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)
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Christmas trees are set out for the holiday season at the Iowa City Landscaping and Gar-
den Center on Tuesday. The Garden Center receives Christmas-tree shipments shortly after 
Thanksgiving break. (The Daily Iowan/Lauren Muth)
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Christmas Trees
The National Christmas Tree 
Association tracks annual Christ-
mas tree sales across the nation.

• 33.02 million real Christmas trees 
were sold in 2013, compared with 
14.7 million artificial trees
• In 2013, the amount Americans 
spent on real trees was $1.16 billion 
• Despite the most popular retailer 
for Christmas trees being farms, only 
14 percent of Christmas tree sold are 
“cut-your-own”

Source: National Christmas Tree Association

LAND OF OPPORTUNITY?
IMMIGRANTS IN IOWA QUESTION THE 
SCOPE OF PRESIDENT OBAMA’S 
EXECUTIVE ACTIONS. 
POLITICS.
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The Daily IowanAFTER THE STORM

Paul Nieto of LA County Public Works clears debris along Grand Avenue below the Colby Fire burn area on Tuesday. Heavy rain from a powerful Pacific storm swept through 
California on Tuesday, providing some relief from a three-year drought. (Associated Press/San Gabriel Valley Tribune, Watchara Phomicinda)

Heat bills skyrocket
By MITCH MCANDREW
mitch-mcandrew@uiowa.edu

In Iowa’s frigid cli-
mate, turning up the 
heat can cost a small 
fortune, and Iowans’ 
wallets are starting to 
feel the burn. 

According to recent da-
ta, Iowans are struggling 
to pay their heating bills 
as winters grow colder, 
despite the apparent de-
crease in energy rates. 

But while the issue 
has only recently start-
ed to gain attention, it 
is by no means new. 

“Clearly, energy just 
isn’t affordable for a sig-
nificant number of folks 
out there,” said Jerry 
McKim, the director of 
the Low Income Ener-
gy Assistance Program, 
a federally funded, 
state-operated program 
that assists families 
with energy costs. 

At the beginning of the 
year, McKim calculated 
from the moratorium re-
port that around 16,000 
homes did not have heat 
when the winter cold set 
in this year. 

This number is de-
rived from those affect-
ed by the Moratorium 
Law, which prohibits 
the disconnection of en-

ergy between Nov. 1 and 
March 31 in low-income 
households that qualify 
for energy assistance.

In order to qualify 
for energy assistance, a 
household must verify 
its total income is equal 
to or less than 150 per-
cent of the 2013 federal 
poverty guidelines, ac-
cording to the assistance 
program’s website. 

Despite the magni-
tude of those statistics, 
McKim finds 16,000 a 
low-ball number. 

“It doesn’t include 
rate-regulated homes, 
which would no doubt 
boost the number even 
higher,” McKim said. 

While these numbers 
may seem alarming, 
Ruth Comer, a spokes-
woman for MidAmer-
ican Energy, contests 
they are not as quite 
bad as they seem. 

“The number of dis-
connections are only 
slightly higher than 
they were in October a 
year ago,” she said. 

She also noted these 
figures do not account 
for reconnection. 

MidAmerican discon-
nected 3,814 homes last 
year across Iowa, but 3,274 
of these were reconnected. 

“It’s reasonable to con-

clude that many house-
holds that were discon-
nected could also be 
included in those that 
we reconnected a short 
time later,” she said. 

While there is no way 
to calculate this num-
ber explicitly, she said, 
many customers are 
only disconnected for a 
day or two. 

Still, the number of 
Iowans with energy bills 
past due has not de-
creased from 2013, and 
the debt is piling up. 

“Iowans with past-
due bills are consis-
tent from 2013 to 
2014, and the amount 
owed is much larger 
than it was last year,” 
Comer said. 

A major contributing 
factor in this increase 
is the extremely harsh 
winter Iowa experi-
enced in 2013-14. 

“Last winter was 
the worst of the de-
cade, so the high bills 
weren’t surprising,” 
said Dan Tormey, the 
manager of customer 
service for the Iowa 
Utilities Board. 

The exceptional cold 
last winter spurred much 
higher energy consump-
tion, which increased the 
amount of Iowans unable 

to afford heat. 
For this reason, energy 

costs this coming winter 
are projected to be less, 
but McKim disagrees. 

“[Last winter] gives the 
impression that every-
thing will be much more 
rosy this winter, when it 
won’t,” McKim said. 

McKim explained 
the projected costs 
are based on the Na-
tional Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Admin-
istration’s weather 
reports, which pre-
dicted a warmer win-
ter in 2014. 

“I think that’s sus-
pect, because we just 
had one of the coldest 
Novembers on record,” 
McKim said. 

Fortunately, last 
year’s extreme winter 
resulted in increased 
awareness of the issues 
of unaffordable heat.

“The issue received so 
much attention last year 
that the state opened up 
a docket to investigate,” 
Tormey said. 

Although this is cer-
tainly a step in the right 
direction, McKim said 
lots of work remains to 
be done. 

“Things just aren’t 
getting better quick 
enough,” he said.

METRO
Woman charged 
with theft

Authorities have accused an Iowa 
City woman of stealing merchandise.

Sade Martin, 24, was charged Dec. 
1 with second-degree theft.

According to online court documents, 
Martin was discovered by loss prevention 
at the store in which she worked.

Sade reportedly admitted to giving away 
free merchandise to people she knew. 

She allegedly gave away shoes, 
clothing, food, and cleaning supplies 
by checking out the items to customers 
and then voiding those items so no 
one would have to pay. 

She reportedly gave away approxi-
mately $1,500 worth of merchandise.

Second-degree theft is a Class-D felony. 

— by Alyssa Guzman

City to buy light-
duty buses

The Iowa City City Council voted 
7-0 to approve the purchase of four 
light-duty buses for Iowa City Trans-
portation Department for $372,900. 

The buses will replace four buses 
that are currently in service. 

The purchase is through a contract with 
the Iowa Department of Transportation.

Two buses received 80 percent 
grant funding, and the other two 
received 85 percent; the remainder of 
the funds will come from the bus-re-
placement reserve through the city’s 
Transportation Department.

Council OKs Ralston 
Creek project

A new FEMA reimbursement and 
storm-water fund project will move for-

ward after a 7-0 vote by the City Council.
The Ralston Creek Improvements 

Phase 1 will cost an estimated $180,225.

Council backs Hoover 
Highway rezoning

The Iowa City City Council voted 
6-1, with Councilor Jim Throgmorton 
dissenting, on second consideration to 
rezone 4701 Herbert Hoover Highway.

The resolution would rezone 39.6 
acres of property from interim devel-
opment single-family residential to 
low-density single-family residential 
zone for 32.34 acres and low-density 
multi-family for 7.26 acres.

Throgmorton said during the meeting 
he voted no because the rezoning poten-
tially would not help the Iowa City School 
District accomplish its diversity goals.

The ordinance comes after a 6-1 
approval from the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission at its Oct. 16 meeting. 
The commission did state that proper 
sewer and water service to the proper-
ty as well as a pedestrian access route 
would need to be added.

Approval would allow development 
of single-family detached and attached 
dwellings as well as multi-family 
dwellings in the rezoned area.

Council backs 
riverfront rezoning 

The Iowa City City Council 
voted 7-0 on second consideration 
of an ordinance that would rezone 
approximately half an acre of property 
from community commercial zone to 
Riverfront Crossings west riverfront 
zone at 708 South Riverside Drive.

The Planning and Zoning Commis-

sion recommended approval of the 
rezoning 7-0 at their Oct. 16 meeting 
conditionally regarding dedication of 
right-of-way along South Riverside 
Drive for pedestrian improvements.

Approval of the rezoning would 
put the site in compliance with the 
Riverfront Crossings Master Plan.

The council also voted 7-0 to 
approve the vacating old Benton Street 
right of way adjacent to 708 South 
Riverside Drive. 

Approval will allow the property 
to redevelop in compliance with the 
Riverfront Crossings Master Plan.

Council eyes new 
consolidated plan

The City Council approved a new 
consolidated plan, also known as City 
Steps, for 2016-20, 6-1, with Councilor 
Michelle Payne dissenting.

The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development requires the 
city to adopt a new consolidated plan 
at least once every five years. Follow-
ing a public meeting concerning the 
plan, council will consider approval. 

According to the U.S. HUD, “the 
Consolidated Plan is designed to help 
states and local jurisdictions to assess 
their affordable housing and commu-
nity development needs and market 
conditions and to make data-driven, 
place-based investment decisions.”

Public comments collected during 
the comment period will be incorpo-
rated into the final document. 

Council amends 
building code

The City Council voted 7-0 to adopt a 
new ordinance amending building code. 

The new ordinance will add multiple 
housing cooperative conversion code, 
which will govern conveyances of build-
ings to multiple housing cooperatives. 

The new ordinance is similar to the 
condominium conversion code, which 
is also in the building code. 

Conversion will require compliance 
with the building code to advance the 
health and safety of members and tenants.

 

Council lifts height 
restriction

A new building will soon have the 
chance to stick out in Iowa City. 

The Iowa City City Council voted 
7-0 to approve a height bonus for a 
new development at 316 Madison 
Street in Iowa City. The development, 
located near the Campus Recreation & 
Wellness Center, is now approved to be 
up to 15 stories. 

The approval comes from previous 
form based code updates that allows for 
height bonuses above the eight stories 
that can be built without the approval. 

The bonuses are based on student 
housing amenities that the city wants to 
provide for high-density housing close 
to downtown to keep pace with the 
growing population of students. 

The building will gain five stories for 
being student housing, and two stories for 
being the equivalent of Gold LEED certified. 

The developer is still seeking approv-
al from the Federal Aviation Agency for 
clearance on 15 stories, but otherwise 
the development has sought the proper 
approval according to a city staff report. 

The planned building has 162,000 
plus square feet of residential space that 
includes 154 rooms and 248 bedrooms. 

The building is planned to be mixed-uses. 

— by Nick Moffitt
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By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

Student organizations 
have come together for the 
third year in a row to ex-
pand on a national cam-
paign by organizing week-
long events to promote 
AIDS awareness.

The World Health Organi-
zation named Dec. 1 Worlds 
AIDS Day. Since 1988, com-
munities and individuals 
across the country have con-
tributed to spreading aware-
ness on HIV/AIDS.

IC Red Week was created 
with the intention of rais-
ing both student and com-
munity awareness. 

University of Iowa stu-
dents held events Monday 
for the cause, and they will 
continue awareness efforts 
throughout the week. 

“Our aim is grass-roots 
advocacy,” said Ashley 
Horne, a co-president of 
ONE executive board. “We 
start by working from an 
individual level with stu-
dents and the community, 
and then our local govern-
ment can see what we’re 
passionate about and work 
from there.”

ONE Campus is a na-
tionwide organization 
with 130 colleges partic-
ipating in World AIDS 
Day events. ONE orga-
nizers at Iowa took an 
extra step by creating the 
campaign with other stu-
dent organizations such 
as Global Health Club, 
UI Students for Human 
Rights, and other local 
sponsors, the coordina-
tors created events.

This year, activities 
throughout the week in-
clude fundraisers at local 
eateries, film screenings, 
a benefit dinner and si-
lent auction, and a free 

testing event.
Organizers said the 

events have gained a wid-
er reach each year.

“We have more in-
volvement in attendance 
this year,” Horne said. 
“There are more orga-
nizations involved in 
the planning. Each day 
there is more than one 
thing going on, like a 
fundraiser and event.”

UI Students for Human 
Rights is among the groups 
that attended meetings to 
plan events throughout 
the week.

“We have directly helped 
with fundraising and the 
spoken-word event,” said 
Carter Yerkes, the vice 
president of the UI Stu-
dents for Human Rights 
organization. “We have al-
so contributed volunteers 
to help staff the events, 
set up for the week, and 
spread awareness.”

Yerkes said HIV/AIDS 
causes a social stigma in 
which people are afraid 
to address the disease, as 
well as treat those who are 
affected poorly.

In past years, Horne 
said, a lot of the money 
raised came from the si-
lent auction. 

“[Raising money] is 
just one component of the 
week,” Horne said. “As 
we’ve learned, giving mon-
ey to a cause isn’t going to 
solve a problem. You have 
to understand why and 
get people to start talking 
about it.”

This year, the Red Af-
fair auction will be held on 
Thursday in the IMU. 

Funds will be donated 
to Positive Iowans Taking 
Charge and Community 
HIV and Hepatitis Advo-
cates of Iowa Network, two 
HIV/AIDS organizations. 

Organizers hope to 
raise more than $1,000 at 
the event.

IC Red Week 2014 coor-
dinator Mackenzie Leon-
ard said this generation 
isn’t used to talking about 
sexual health, which is 
why it is important for stu-
dents to be educated.

Horne said she hopes 
awareness will carry on for 
the whole year.

“This week is not for the 
groups organizing it, it’s 
for the whole campus to 
be aware and have a good 
time with it,” she said. 
“Attend, go to a fundraiser, 
and expose yourself to what 
we’re putting out there.”

By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa.edu

The recent push for in-
creased enrollment will like-
ly cause some colleges at the 
University of Iowa to hire 
more lecturers as opposed to 
the tenure-track faculty they 
ultimately desire. 

Lecturers are hired pri-
marily to teach and often to 
perform specific professional 
laboratory instruction while 
tenure faculty research, 
teach, and participate in uni-
versity programs. 

UI President Sally Mason 
said at her last public media 
address in order to procure 
the university’s desired per-
manent staff, many lecturers 
will be hired to “plug some 
holes along the way.” 

“Obviously, if we’re de-
pending on savings that will 
come a little further down 
the road or new tuition dol-
lars that will come when the 
students come, we need to 
take some steps that will be 
a little quicker than neces-
sarily going out and hiring 
all the tenure-track faculty 
that we’re going to need to 
ultimately do this,” she said. 

Mason said she personally 
considered this a temporary 
fix for what needs to happen. 

“What President Mason 
was referring to is the push 
for increased enrollments 
over the next couple of years 
and … you don’t know what 
areas you’re going to need 
help in right now. We could 
be enrolling 400 or 500 more 
students in the fall,” said 
Kevin Kregel, the UI as-
sociate provost for faculty. 
The colleges themselves, 
their deans or depart-
ment heads, manage 

their own faculty pool 
and hire staff accordingly. 

Specific colleges face 
growing and fading rates 
of enrollment and respond 
with the necessary action to 
maintain their desired level 
of education. 

“Tenure-track faculty at 
any major 
doctoral 
research 
universi-
ty in the 
c o u n t r y 
is really 
a critical 
c o m p o -
nent to 
the sta-
b i l i t y 
of the university,” Kregel 
said. “The benefit of any 
major university like this, 
in terms of having ten-
ure-track faculty, is that we 
have researchers who are 
cutting-edge researchers 
who can translate that into 
the classroom.”

Many issues do arise, 
though, as universities hire 
additional short-term staff. 

The UI’s Faculty Sen-
ate commissioned a lec-
turers committee to ad-
dress issues that hurt the 
lecturer community. 

“The Faculty Senate ap-
pointed a lecturers com-
mittee three years ago to 
produce a final report this 
spring,” said Alexandra 
Thomas, the president of the 
Faculty Senate. 

She acknowledged that 
there are many difficulties 
facing lecturers and said 
the Senate wants to ad-
dress them and come up 
with solutions for any and 
all issues. 

These issues, at univer-

sities across the United 
States, can range from 
compensation and benefit 
issues to hours and institu-
tional transparency. 

Twelve years ago, Uni-
versity of Michigan lectur-
ers organized and created 
a union, the Lecturers’ 
Employee Organization, to 
acknowledge these troubles. 

Group Vice President 
Kirsten Herold said that 
nationwide, around 70 per-
cent of the student credit 
hours are taught by either 
adjuncts, lecturers, or grad-
uate students.  

“The lecturer system was 
not a defined system, which 
is why there are so many ti-
tles and working conditions,” 
Herold said. “Some people 
think of lecturers as sec-
ond-class citizens or the dirty 
little secrets of academia. 
We joke that we’re profes-
sors when we’re talking to 
parents but we’re not when 
we’re talking to employers.”

The flags stand near the Old Capitol to raise awareness of HIV/AIDS on Tuesday. Monday 
was the start of Iowa City Red Week. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

UI eyes more lecturersHighlighting HIV/
AIDS



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Tiger Woods, Ray Rice, 
Adrian Peterson, Michael 
Phelps, and Hope Solo. 
These are just a handful of 
the professional athletes 
who have allegedly done 
something ethically and/or 
legally wrong in the past 
several years. It’s difficult; 
it seems, to go an entire 
season of any major sport 
without hearing of at least 
one high-caliber athlete 
losing her or his “role mod-
el” status. It doesn’t have 
to be this way.

Of course, it doesn’t 
have to be this way be-
cause athletes shouldn’t 
be doing such terrible 
things. But more impor-
tantly, it doesn’t have to be 
this way because we don’t 
have to view athletes as 
role models off the field.

It’s true that athletes 
often act as role models 
both on and off the field, 
because for every story of 
an athlete using an illicit 
drug or abusing a family 
member, there are two or 
three stories of another 
athlete visiting a sick child 
in the hospital or starting 
a foundation.

For me, however, an ath-
lete’s performance off the 
field isn’t something with 
which I concern myself. 
Athletes aren’t in our so-
ciety to function as moral 
compasses. They are, how-
ever, ideal role models for 
improving our physical fit-
ness and, honestly, that’s 
about where we should 
draw the line. Because the 
truth remains, their pro-
fessional athlete status by 
no means diminishes how 
terrible and inexcusable 
some individual’s off field 
activity is.

Growing up, I watched 
Tiger Woods because he 
was unstoppable. This, 
however, all came crash-
ing down when his philan-
dering ways were exposed. 
I hated Tiger for what he 
did off the field, and since 

the scandal was exposed I 
have very little respect for 
him as an individual.

But the truth is, I still 
love watching Tiger, and to 
this day I still root for him.

When Tiger was ex-
posed, the only thing 
that changed for me was 
how I view athletes. They 
were still role models, 
but for only one thing — 
their sport.

Today, when athletes’ 
images are destroyed — 
take Peterson from my 
beloved Vikings, for exam-
ple — I don’t think twice 
about who they are as peo-
ple. I’m disappointed and 
disgusted beyond belief by 
their actions (and I’ll prob-
ably take his poster off 
my wall), but I know that 
it doesn’t affect how I feel 
about the individual as an 
athlete because I don’t pay 
attention to them because 
of their moral standards.

After all, some of the 
greatest athletes in his-
tory weren’t great role 
models: Mike Tyson, Ty 
Cobb, and Oscar Pistori-
us, for example. 

But I can’t say this 
about all famous indi-
viduals.

When sexual-assault 
allegations arose recently 
against Bill Cosby, I lost 
respect for him as an indi-
vidual and as an actor.

Cosby’s most well-
known role was that of 
the friendly and moral Dr. 
Huxtable on “The Cosby 
Show.” Unlike the afore-
mentioned athletes, Cos-
by’s role in his career had 
him providing moral guid-
ance and real-life advice to 
not only his fictitious fam-
ily but to the viewers who 
tuned in every week, mak-
ing the show one of the 
most popular of all time.

Whether or not it was 
right for him to become 
one, Cosby was viewed as 
role model by millions, in-
cluding me.

I realize that I tread a 
thin line of which celebri-
ties ought to be role mod-
els and which ought not, 
but I fear Cosby’s off-field 
(so to speak) activities 
revoke his position as a 
role model in my life and 
have forever tarnished my 
views of the wise advice I 
gained from his career.
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The relationship between President Obama and 
congressional Republicans has been tense fol-
lowing Obama’s announcement of an emissions 

accord with China as well as a planned move on im-
migration policy through an executive order. Standing 
to gain majority in both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, Republicans find themselves in a 
precarious position with the deadline for government 
shutdown on Dec. 11 looming over them. The GOP will 
soon have the opportunity to shift public perception of 
the party that was largely blamed for the government 
shutdown last year. 

Congress is rapidly approaching a crossroads. A 
choice must be made between making a move to retal-
iate against Obama’s use of execution action on immi-
gration, which may result in a shutdown of the govern-
ment, or delaying the confrontation with the president 
until the party is in a more advantageous position to 
achieve its goal. House Speaker John Boehner has 
worked to find an alternative to the imminent shut-
down. His plan entails curtailing the amount of money 
that would be given to the Department of Homeland 
Security in the appropriations bill that must be passed 
to keep the government funded and functional. By sep-
arating the funding for Homeland Security from the 
funding for the rest of the federal government, Boehner 
would be able to withhold the resources necessary to 
implement Obama’s executive action. 

Even though some Republicans have voiced support 
for this action, there is still reluctance to abandon the 
threat of forcing a government shutdown. Boehner is 
aware that this is a time in which the heated emotions 

of his party must take a back seat to the well-being 
of the nation and that playing the game strategically 
increases the probability of both a win for Republican 
policy and public approval. If anything, both parties 
should have learned that the well-being of the country 
should not be used as leverage to forward or thwart a 
political agenda. Last year’s federal government shut-
down, which lasted from Oct. 1 through 16, resulted in 
the unpaid furlough of 800,000 government employees. 
Standard and Poor’s rating agency estimated the shut-
down cost the United States $24 billion in lost econom-
ic output. 

The purpose of political parties is in part to ensure 
that all members of the population receive represen-
tation, but party polarization has caused our repre-
sentatives to stray from this ideal. Instead, we find 
politicians care more about garnering approval from 
their party’s extreme base or zealously pushing their 
own agendas as opposed to advocating for the benefit of 
their constituency and the nation as a whole.

Boehner is making a step in the right direction with 
his willingness to forgo the immediate satisfaction of 
countering Obama’s actions, especially when such a 
response could carry the disastrous potential of a gov-
ernment shutdown. Total bipartisanship may not be 
possible in the immediate future, but an increased fo-
cus on running the country instead of merely scoring 
points against the opposing team will go a long way in 
bolstering the strength of the nation. Even if Congress 
is not in agreement with Obama’s actions, what is best 
for the general population should transcend party lines 
and political ideology. 
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COLUMN

Capital punishment is 
by far the most severe le-
gal punishment that can 
be imposed on a person 
and one of the few justifi-
able instances in which a 
human life may be taken 
without repercussion. The 
implementation of the 
death penalty is decided 
by the state and varies 
among jurisdictions, but 
there are constants taken 
into account when deter-
mining the necessity of an 
execution. The use of the 
death penalty has seen 
somewhat of a decline 
in modern times. Tradi-
tionally, the execution 
of a guilty party was far 

more prevalent, a great 
deal less humane, and re-
quired fewer criteria for 
implementation. However, 
gone are the days in which 
people are burned at the 
stake or publicly behead-
ed. That is, in the United 
States anyway.

In the modern context , 
the use of the death penal-
ty is reserved for only the 
most heinous of crimes 
perpetrated by those 
deemed no longer condu-
cive to society at large. 
However, the use of capi-
tal punishment is begin-
ning on an alarming trend 
that threatens to under-
mine decades of progress 
towards a more humane 
and just society. 

Given the seriousness 
and permanence of a cap-
ital punishment, many 
aspects must come into 
play when determining 
if a death sentence is the 
most appropriate deci-
sion. Mental competency 

is a pivotal decision factor 
because it is difficult to 
ascertain the fairness of 
executing people unable to 
understand the implica-
tions of their actions. 

Recently, the case of 
Scott Panetti of Texas has 
made headlines. Panetti 
“shot and killed his in-laws 
at their Texas Hill Coun-
try Home, showering his 
estranged wife and 3-year 
old daughter in blood,” and 
his execution has been set 
for today. Panetti’s mental 
competency has come into 
question with many ques-
tioning his sanity and, by 
extension, the validity of 
his execution. A Supreme 
Court ruling on Panetti’s 
case made an additional 
requirement that Panetti 
must have a “rational un-
derstanding” of his pun-
ishment. The argument 
being made is not whether 
Panetti is guilty but rath-
er what makes a person 
eligible for being legally 

executed by the state. As a 
society, we have a duty to 
protect those who cannot 
protect themselves, but 
where does the attitude 
stand on an issue such 
as this? 

The use of death as pun-
ishment has been around 
for centuries, but as soci-
ety evolves, so must the 
measure used to maintain 
the structure of said soci-
ety. The methods used to 
execute criminals evolved 
from the crude, extreme to 
the more humane such as 
lethal injection. I believe 
by extension the grounds 
in which the state choos-
es to implement capital 
punishment must evolve 
as well. There will always 
be circumstance in which 
people prove themselves 
consciously unfit to main-
tain a place in larger soci-
ety, but unless that can be 
proven beyond an irrefut-
able doubt, capital punish-
ment is not the answer. 

Marcus Brown 
marcusvbrown@gmail.com

When is death the answer?

Accord needed in Washington

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Online comment on 
‘Cervantes: Ferguson 
troubling revelations for 
race relations’

“I am not going to pre-
tend to understand the tri-
als and tribulations that 
black Americans may face 
in their lives.” Of course 
you are. “Despite the de-
cades of social reform, the 
injustice of discrimina-
tion is still etched into the 
minds of minorities in this 
nation” It’s in their minds, 
right? In spite of all that 
reform, they’ve still got it 
in their minds. Because we 
all know black people are 
lying or delusional when 
they describe ongoing 
discrimination in Ameri-
ca. When they talk about 
growing up feeling like 
there’s a target on their 
back. You don’t address 

the quality of the grand 
jury decision at all. You’re 
just saying you agree with 
it because you believe 
black people are complain-
ing about nothing. You just 
sound arrogant. 

You do know when Ste-
phen Colbert does the bit 
about “I don’t see race,” 
he’s spoofing right-wing 
racists? I’d suggest you 
consider why that is and 
maybe read some more 
and talk to more people 
outside your circle before 
publishing stuff that, by 
all rights, you should be 
ashamed of when you 
grow up.

Randy Kauper

Re: the grand-jury 
decision

This note is in re-
sponse to Christopher 

Cervantes article about 
the grand-jury decision 
in Jefferson, Missouri.

Please remember 
that the job of the grand 
jury is only to decide 
if there is enough evi-
dence to go to trial. It 
is NOT its job to deter-
mine guilt or innocence.

Paul Lemme

Littering is shameful
Littering is shameful. 

And illegal: Fines in Iowa 
run from $65 to $625, fines 
are highest within 100 feet 
of a body of water. Viola-
tors may also be required 
to perform litter cleanup 
and face imprisonment of 
up to 30 days. In Illinois, 
the fine for pitching a cig-
arette butt is $1,100 with 
fines for littering of up 
to $1,500.

Littering is rampant on 
our campus, despite gar-
bage cans being nearby. It 
is disgusting and shame-
ful to find numerous dis-
carded plastic bottles, 
food containers, cigarette 
packs/butts, and beer or 
pop cans. Storms wash 
garbage down rivers to the 
ocean, collecting eventual-
ly along beautiful beaches 
and in the Gyres.

Several of us have taken 
to picking up garbage as 
we walk. Please join us in 
protecting our home plan-
et: Limit waste production 
and use disposables, re-
cycle when possible, and 
especially clean up litter 
when ever you get the 
chance. Speak up if you 
see littering and edu-
cate others on the harm 
it causes.

Sue Little

Follow 
@DailyIowanOps on Twitter
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gle’s Trees near Cedar 
Falls, said his farm is 
still recovering from past 
floods as opposed to cold 
weather last winter.

“We experienced no 
winter damage here; most 
everything pulled out,” 
he said. “We’re more suf-
fering from the floods of 
2008, when we lost 3,000 
to 5,000 trees.”

This loss, Moulds said, 
was approximately 15 per-
cent of his trees.

Christmas trees typi-
cally take at least seven 
years to reach matura-
tion, so the newly planted 
trees Moulds lost in 2008 
would have just been 
reaching harvestable size 
this year. 

The losses led to a dip in 
his profits.

Other farmers also suf-
fered tree loss because 
of the flooding, but most 
agreed it was the 2012 
summer drought that re-
ally hurt them.

“December of 2012, we 
didn’t even open,” said 
Dwight Krueger, the own-
er of D&J Tree Farm near 
Nichols, Iowa. “We lost a 
lot, anywhere from small 
seedlings to 8-foot trees 
because our tree farm is 
on sandy soil, and we’re 
unable to irrigate.”

Krueger said he has sold 
trees since 1991 and that was 
the first year he never opened.

State Climatologist 
Harry Hillaker said 2012 
was the worst year for 
tree growth.

“We had relatively 
dry weather but also 
excessive heat for much 
of that spring and sum-
mer,” he said.

Carol Pierce, a co-owner 
of Honey Creek Timbers 
near Morning Sun, Iowa, 
said around three-fourths 

of seeds they planted died, 
and she and her hus-
band discussed irrigation, 
something they’d never 
had to worry about before.

Farmers said, however, 
last winter things started 
to look up.

Krueger said the es-
pecially cold weather 
wasn’t an issue for even 
their newly planted 
trees, and most made it 

through unscathed, in 
part because of the nice 
weather that followed.

“Last winter wasn’t a 
problem at all,” he said. 
“Last winter, it was 
cold, but we had lots of 
spring rain.”

Pierce said she also 
credits a successful plant-
ing season to the weather. 

“This year is a great 
year for us,” she said. 
“We had a lot of rain, 
and we planted more 
than we usually do, and 
they’re surviving.”

COTTAGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CHRISTMAS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

COUNCIL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

special meeting was the 
timing of the problem.

“I do not like the 
last-minute nature of this, 
the 11th-hour approach,” 
he said. “But there is so 
much communication, 
and I fear the applicants 
and property owner’s 
voice hasn’t been heard 
throughout this, either.”

According to a struc-
tural report in November 
from VJ Engineering, the 
buildings are not safe. 

The city received a re-
port on Tuesday before 
the meeting from a sep-
arate engineering firm, 
Morningside Engineer-
ing, that concluded “over-
all, the buildings are 
structurally sound.”

John Yapp, the city di-
rector of transportation, 
said the second report 
doesn’t change the fact 
that the city has asked 
the owner to abate the 

buildings, because offi-
cials want to take a con-
servative approach. 

Yapp presented to 
the council during its 
work session the situ-
ation that has evolved 
from the original engi-
neering report. 

He said the owner of 
the building had been 
notified the structural 
issues must be either de-
molished or repaired.

Ted Pacha, the owner of 
the building, has since ap-
plied for a permit for the 
buildings to be demolished. 

Demolition could be 
delayed by 60 days if 
a public hearing is set, 
which would be enough 
time for the city to decide 
whether the buildings 
are historic landmarks.

Late Tuesday afternoon, 
the city received a histor-
ic-landmark application for 
the property, which will now 
be looked at by the Histor-
ic Preservation Committee 
and the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission before com-
ing before the City Council. 

In addition, the city 
will have to receive com-
ment from the state.

The city received a large 
amount of email correspon-
dence related to the demoli-
tion, which Hayek said was 
another reason for holding 
a special meeting, and he 
encouraged community 
members to hold their com-
ments until that meeting.

Part of the correspon-
dence was a Change.org 
petition that at the time 
of the council meeting 
Tuesday had 596 support-
ers to set a public hear-
ing related to the historic 
preservation of 608, 610, 
and 614 S. Dubuque St.

Mayor Pro Tem Susan 
Mims compared the rela-
tively quick nature of events 
in this case to an avalanche. 

“[Citizens] don’t nec-
essarily take any inter-
est or action to avoid 
having [demolition] 
happen as long as the 
current property owner 
doesn’t upset them,” she 
said. “Then you get a 
groundswell of people.”

Part of the big appeal for 
the TIF to councilors was 
that the building will be a 
completely solar-powered 
building, Hanick said, and 
will potentially produce 
more than it uses. 

“The solar panels are 
a huge step forward for a 
building in Iowa City,” Coun-
cilor Terry Dickens said. 

Davidson said the new 
taxes from the develop-
ment would be very sub-
stantial, currently the 
empty car lot provides 
around $50,000 per year, 
and in the initial year 
the new development 

would provide almost 
$300,000 in property tax. 

He said even during the 
TIF years, the taxing area 
will receive almost double 
the amount of taxes for 
the protected debt levy. 

Once the TIF rebate 
is over, it is projected by 
the Iowa City economic 
development department 
that the property will 

bring $320,000 per year 
in new taxes. 

“This is a site that has 
been a blighted proper-
ty,” Jeff Davidson, the 
city’s economic-develop-
ment administrator said, 
noting that investment 
in the area is needed. 

He said officials have had 
substantial negotiations with 
the developer, which has 

improved the project to the 
amenity level it is at today. 

Another reason he 
said the city would con-
sider the TIF is the lack 
of private investment in 
the area, and with this 
project the city can truly 
invest in the area. 

The total construction 
cost of the building will 
be $16.1 million.

Iowa City resident Jeff 
Biggers said he looks at the 
project as a down payment 
on Iowa City’s climate future. 

“This development 
to me is not only com-
mendable, it is indis-
pensable, and to think 
we will have a building 
operating with solar 
panels and mono recy-
cling,” he said.

A demolition sign hangs on one of the South Dubuque cottages on Tuesday. Three 150-year-old cottages have received demolition 
notices from the city. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

Iowa City Landscaping and Garden Center employee Nick Hunter sets out Christmas trees 
for the holiday season on Tuesday at the Iowa City Landscaping and Garden Center. (The 
Daily Iowan/Lauren Muth)
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Politics

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by 
a private donor and will appear weekly in print this semester. 
The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze and re-
port on topics, trends and personalities that shape politics in 
Iowa and the United States, and to recognize the importance 
of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. Check out 
dailyiowanepi.com for exclusive content. 
 
Email dailyiowanepi@gmail.com with story ideas, press 
releases, or reader comments.

Portman: No presidential run

Ohio Sen. Rob Portman stumped for Sen. elect 
Joni Ernst this fall, but his short visit to Iowa 
didn’t include surveying the state’s first- in- the-
nation presidential stomping 
ground because of presiden-
tial aspirations — at least 
that’s what he said.

This week, Portman ruled 
out the possibility of a run for 
the Oval Office in 2016. He 
said in a statement he doesn’t 
believe he “can run for 
president and be an effective 
senator at the same time.”

Many thought Portman, 
58, to be considering a campaign.

His more moderate stance on same- sex 
marriage has been criticized by other Republicans 
recently; Portman endorsed equal marriage rights 
after his son, who is gay, helped him gradually 
become more accepting.

The senator will run for a second term in the 
U.S. Senate.

With Portman out, a lengthy list of potential 
candidates remains. 

Mowrer raises funds for sick son 

It’s after Election Day, but Jim Mowrer is 
still out raising money. This time, however, the 
cause is for something that hits a little closer 
to home.

Mowrer, who unsuc-
cessfully ran against Rep. 
Steve King in Iowa’s 4th 
District this year, is raising 
money for his 3 -year-  old 
son, Jack. He and wife 
Chelsey found out shortly 
before Thanksgiving that 
Jack had been diagnosed 
with a rare disease called 
ataxia telangiectasia, a 
neuro degenerative disease. Mowrer, a native 
of Boone, Iowa, campaigned as an Iraq War 
veteran and a Democrat in a very Republican 
district long- held by King. 

Ernst resigns from Iowa Senate
U.S. Sen.- elect Joni Ernst submitted her 

resignation from her state Senate seat earlier 
this week.

Ernst won the U.S. Senate seat after a close 
race with U.S. Rep. Bruce Braley, D-Iowa.

A special election will be held on Dec. 30 for 
the now- open seat in Iowa’s Senate District 12.

The district includes Fremont, Mills, Mont-
gomery, Page, Ringgold, and Taylor Counties.

“United States Sen. -elect 
Joni Ernst has served her 
sate and country as a soldier 
in the Iowa National Guard, 
local elected official, and as 
a state senator,” Gov. Terry 
Branstad said in a statement. 
“Though I’m disappointed 
to lose Sen. -elect Ernst’s 
leadership in the Iowa Leg-
islature, I know she will be a 
strong voice of Iowa common 
sense in Washington, D.C.”

— by Kristen East

Mowrer
former candidate Ernst

U.S. senator-elect

MAKING A LIVING,
WANTING CITIZENSHIP

By LAUREN COFFEY | lauren-n-coffey@uiowa.edu

Harold Van Beek and wife As-
trid Van Beek have been in 
the United States for nine 
years, and they own a jewelry 

shop in eastern Iowa. Still, they have never 
felt a sense of permanency.

“We’re a little different because we’re 
self-employed, and there aren’t a lot of 
visas available for that,” said Harold Van 
Beek, the owner of Jewelry by Harold in 
North Liberty.

“The one we have currently requires us 
to reapply every two years and prove we 
run a good business — but that won’t tell 
us what makes a good business.”

The Van Beeks are in the subgroup of 
immigrants who are in the country legal-
ly but cannot gain citizenship easily. Their 
concerns of having to apply so often with-
out clear guidelines about what makes a 
good business were not addressed by Pres-
ident Obama’s recent executive order on 
immigration reform. While the president’s 
action is admirable, the Van Beeks say it’s 
not enough.

“It does bring attention to the system 
and shows a willingness to change things, 
so that’s what’s positive for us,” Astrid 
Van Beek said. “But there does need to be 
more done.”

The family, originally from the Nether-
lands, has relied on investor visas since 
moving to the United States in 2005. That 
visa acts the same as a residency permit — 
without it, the Van Beeks would not be able 

to stay in the country.
Discussions in Washington, D.C., don’t 

usually mention employed immigrants 
such as the Van Beeks. These are the peo-
ple who own successful businesses, which 
contribute to and even grow the economy, 
yet aren’t receiving the reform they crave.

Obama announced a series of executive 
actions on Nov. 20 
that have been 
in the works for 
roughly a year. 
Despite opposi-
tion from many 
conservatives, 
Obama decided to 
allow illegal im-
migrants tempo-
rary stays should 
they meet a slew 
of criteria. Included among them are il-
legal immigrants who have been in the 
country for 10 years.

Also included are new Border Patrol 
regulations as well as the deportation of 
immigrants who have committed felonies.

Talks about reform became a key point 
in the 2014 elections, and they are expect-
ed to continue into 2016. After legislation 
to grant amnesty to illegal immigrants 
failed to pass in the House, Obama took 
matters into his own hands, much to the 
dismay of conservatives.

Disagreement over immigration reform 
has grown the same way partisanship has.

“This discussion and reforms have hap-
pened since the 1980s,” said Dan Fischener, 

a professor of political science at the Uni-
versity of Oregon. “What’s so different now 
is the partisan divide is so much greater 
than it was in the past. On top of internal 
divisions, there’s this huge polarization be-
tween Republicans and Democrats.”

Public-opinion polls show that the same 
divide exists among most Americans. Ac-

cording to a 
Q u i n n i p i a c 
poll conducted 
from Nov. 18-
23, 48 percent 
of those polled 
support reform 
that creates a 
path to citizen-
ship for illegal 
immigrants, 
down 9 per-

centage points from last year. The poll’s 
margin of error was 2.5 percentage points.

That hesitancy for more than half the 
nation to support immigration reform may 
stem from a long-held belief that immi-
grants in some way contribute to a loss of 
jobs for U.S. citizens.

“Some people do believe the rhetoric 
that undocumented immigrants take jobs,” 
said Stephen Legomosky, the former chief 
counsel of the Federal Immigration Agen-
cy. “But they help the economy. The num-
ber of jobs they take is not greater than the 
number of jobs they create.”

According to a study conducted by the 
National Bureau of Economic Research in 
2010, immigration has a positive effect on 

existing local employment and helping the 
overall economy.

However, across the nation, some polit-
icos believe that allowing any sort of ille-
gal immigration can cause a downward 
spiral for the economy as well as the coun-
try’s overall well-being.

“The president just lost an election in no 
small measure because wages for working 
families are declining and unemployment 
is still too high in too many places,” Rep. 
Tom Cotton, R-Ky., said in an interview 
with NBC News’ “Meet the Press.” “The 
first big action he took after the election was 
to make it easier for illegal immigrants to 
get jobs, not for working families to get jobs.”

West Liberty City Councilor and School 
Board member Jose Zacarias believes 
himself to be a strong advocate for illegal 
immigrants; he said there is more can be 
done, but reform is a solid first step.

“They can buy houses, cars, and help 
the economy in the country,” he said. “I 
think [the reform] is a wonderful thing, 
but I don’t think any of it will come out 
of the GOP.”

Zacarias and other supporters of immi-
grants and reform say the solution to the 
burgeoning crisis is simple: provide oppor-
tunities for equality. Being able to do that, 
however, could come down to the results of 
the next presidential election.

“From the perspective of the [illegal im-
migrant] community, we want long-term 
opportunities,” Zacarias said. “I think it’s 
going to be a crucial year in 2016 for Dem-
ocrats to make that happen.”

The path to citizenship isn’t so easy for immigrants who own a business in the United States, and President 
Obama’s newly announced Immigration Accountability Executive Actions don’t address these concerns. 

‘[The executive action] does bring attention 
to the system and shows a willingness to 

change things, so that’s what’s positive for 
us. But there does need to be more done.’

—  Astrid Van Beek, an immigrant from the Netherlands 

living in North Liberty

13% 20% $776 BILLION 5 MILLION
Estimated percentage 

of immigrants in the U.S. 
population 

Percentage of small 
business owners who are 

immigrants

Estimated revenue
generated by 

immigrant-owned small 
businesses

Estimated number of 
Americans employed by 
immigrant-owned small 

businesses
Source: Center for Immigration Studies and the Fiscal Policy Institute

Portman
U.S. senator
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By DANIEL VALENTIN
daniel-valentin@uiowa.edu

Because of the increased 
numberof sexual assaults 
on campus, the University 
of Iowa Graduate and Pro-
fessional Student Govern-
ment has voted to create 
a Student Safety Chair to 
assist in creating cam-
pus-wide safety initiatives.

Group President Alyssa 
Billmeyer said the position 
would benefit undergrad-
uate students affected by 
sexual assault by providing 
a place for them to come 
forward and receive help.

“It’s very easy for gradu-
ate students to reach out to 
undergraduates,” she said. 
“We are both in different 
stages in life, but not by 
much. It’s easier for us to 
relate to them.”

Billmeyer said the 
grad-student group will 
work with the It’s On Us 
campaign, a nationwide 

movement that aims to 
keep people safe from sexu-
al assault by raising aware-
ness and providing coping 
resources for victims.

“This isn’t just about 
having fewer sexual as-
saults on campus,” she 
said. “It’s also to make 
sure students are comfort-
able seeking help. No one 
should have to cope with 
this experience alone.”

Grad-student govern-
ment Vice President Jon 
Scholte said the effort 
would begin with targeting 
undergraduates and med-
ical-research buildings 
to make sure students 
have the resources they 
need when dealing with 
sexual misconduct.

He also said the group 
will reach out to fraterni-
ties and sororities, as well 
as sports groups in a hope 
to spread awareness and 
teach students about deal-
ing with sexual assaults.

“As more people come 
forward to speak about 
their experiences, more 
people can receive help,” 
he said. “The goal is to 
make sure that stu-
dents feel safe in their 
environment.”

Kira Pasquesi, the vice 
head of the Student Advi-
sory Committee for Sexual 
Misconduct, said the com-
mittee aims to provide in-
put from students that will 
translate to policy review.

She also said students 
have spoken to the commit-
tee about what problems 
they have experienced on 
campus and what they 
think ought to be done 
based on what they know.

“The GPSG provides a 
wide array of graduate and 
professional students,” she 
said. “The addition of the 
Student Safety Chair will 
be a great source for when 
they go back to the groups 
they represent.”

Pasquesi said the It’s 
On Us campaign involves 
shifting the culture to 
stop blaming the victims 
of sexual assault on what 
they should have done but 
rather believing the vic-
tims and providing sup-
port for them.

“These poor people 
choose friends, family 
members, and even pro-
fessionals to help them get 
through this difficult ex-
perience,” she said. “That 
initial moment where the 
victim sees support is the 
most crucial.”

Pasquesi said the goal 
for this semester was to 
simply kick off the It’s On 
Us campaign and making 
sure students have tangi-
ble ways of dealing with 
sexual assault.

“It was about crafting a 
message,” she said. “Now, 
we just need to figure out 
how to get more people 
on board.”

Grad students move against 
assault

By RACHEL GREEN
rachel-green@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa fac-
ulty members expressed 
their concerns Tuesday 
to a top state official 
about their work be-
ing devalued, a loss 
of funds, and compe-
tition among Iowa’s 
public universities.

Bruce Rastetter, the 
president of the state 
Board of Regents, was 
present at Tuesday’s Fac-
ulty Senate meeting to 
address those concerns.  

Pe r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d 
funding is a method in 
which the state allocates 
money to the regent uni-
versities based on the 
performance of its stu-
dents. Course comple-
tion, graduation rates, 
the number of degrees 
awarded, and the num-
ber of low-income and 
minority graduates are 
among the factors taken 
into consideration. 

Rastetter, a UI alum-
nus, said he hopes this 
funding proposal will 
help the UI become a 
top-10 public university.

“The University of Io-

wa deserves the best and 
shouldn’t settle for less,” 
he said.

Kate Mulholland, the 
regents’ president pro 
tem, echoed Rastetter’s 
beliefs about the UI but 
said it has to come from 
efforts made on campus.

“You’re the ones that 
are going to define what 
puts you in the top 10,” 
she said. “You have the 
programs, you have the 
research, you have the 
faculty, and you have 
the students.”

Many worries about 
performance-based fund-
ing were shared with 
Rastetter at the meeting.

“So much of what we 
hear about the funding 
model from faculty mem-
bers is the worry that it 
will devalue their work,” 
Faculty Senate Presi-
dent Alexandra Thomas 
said. “It’s great to see the 
president of the Board of 
Regents supporting us 
and our work.”

Faculty members al-
so discussed concerns 
with a perceived sense 
of competition among Io-
wa’s public universities 
in this funding model, 

although Rastetter said 
this should not become 
an issue.

“We have a respon-
sibility as the Board of 
Regents to be fair to all 
the public universities 
in Iowa,” he said. “I don’t 
think it’s a competition 
among the three but 
rather the three univer-
sities becoming better.”

He said in order to 
m a k e  t h e  p e r f o r-
m a n c e - b a s e d  f u n d i n g 
w o r k , t h e  U I  n e e d s 
t o  w o r k  o n  r e c r u i t -
i n g  n o t  o n l y  i n - s t a t e 
s t u d e n t s  b u t  a l l  p o -
t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t s .

“As a public university, 
it is necessary that [the 
UI] is accessible to all 
Iowans,” he said. “One 
of the things that is also 
clear to the board is that 
we want to encourage 
the university to recruit 
out-of-state students and 
students from around 
the world.”

Rastetter noted that 
other states that use 
a performance-based 
funding in their public 
universities, citing them 
as potential examples 
for creating a successful 

funding model for Iowa.
The regents used Ten-

nessee and its formula of 
calculating where money 
is allocated as the main 
example of the funding 
model because 100 per-
cent of state funding is 
given based on institu-
tional performances.

This is something Mul-
holland would like to see 
in the state.

“We mostly looked at 
all the different formulas 
and had speakers who 
conducted their own re-
search about them,” she 
said. “Because this was 
just a portion of the mon-
ey the universities have 
for their operating bud-
get, we wanted to reflect 
how the money from the 
Legislature will affect 
the universities.”

Rastetter said discus-
sions similar to the one 
held Tuesday reflect the 
relationship between the 
regents and the UI.

“The University of 
Iowa has a long and 
strong tradition of 
shared governance,” he 
said. “And part of that 
shared governance is 
with the board.”

Faculty raise funding concerns

By JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER
Associated Press

PEARL HARBOR, Ha-
waii  — Four of the re-
maining nine USS Arizona 
survivors of the Pearl Har-

bor attack are vowing this 
year’s anniversary won’t be 
their last reunion.

The men in their 90s 
gathered for a news confer-
ence Tuesday in a building 
overlooking the memorial 

that sits on top of the Ari-
zona, a battleship that sank 
in the Dec. 7, 1941, attack. 
Even though it’s the last of-
ficial survivor gathering of 
the USS Arizona Reunion 
Association, the men said 

they still plan to get togeth-
er, even if not in Hawaii.

“I don’t think this is go-
ing to be our last. … We’ve 
still got time to go,” said 
Louis Conter, 93, of Grass 
Valley, California.

Remembering the Arizona

USS Arizona survivors (from left) John Anderson, Don Stratton, Louis Conter, and Lauren Bruner arrive Tuesday in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Four of the remaining nine USS Arizona survivors of the 
Pearl Harbor attack vow that this year’s anniversary of the 1941 attack won't be their last reunion. Even though it’s the last official survivor gathering of the USS Arizona Reunion Association, the 
men say they still plan to get together, even if not in Hawaii. Sunday marks the 73rd anniversary of the Japanese attack that killed roughly 2,400 sailors, Marines, and soldiers. (Associated Press/
Audrey McAvoy)



• Anatomy/Cell Biology Seminar, “Glutathione 
homeostasis links lipid metabolism to ER function 
in the liver,” Thomas Rutkowski, and “Regulating 
epithelial cell polarity by Ral GTPases and Exocyst 
complexes,” Charles Yeaman, 1 p.m., 1-561 Bowen
• Café Scientifique, “Interstellar — What is Fact 
and What is Fiction?,” 5:30 p.m., High Ground Café, 
301 E. Market
• Zumba Party, 5:30-7 p.m., Campus Recreation & 
Wellness Center
• Documentary Growing Cities Spotlights Urban 
Agriculture, 7 p.m., Iowa City Public Library Meeting 
Room A, 123 S. Linn

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Jan Weissmiller, Lan 
Samantha Chang, James Galvin, Mary Szybist, Charles 
D’Ambrosio, and Bennet Sims read from the work of 
Jean Ross Justice, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Symphony Orchestra and Choirs, Timothy Stalter, 
conductor, 7:30 p.m., IMU Main Lounge

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Show everyone what you have to offer. 
Presenting your talents will attract new possibilities. Travel plans or 
long-distance communication will lead to a closer relationship with 
someone special. Think fast and act responsibly; you will get your way.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t get involved in joint money ventures. 
Do your best to stay on top of whatever job you’ve been given. Strive 
to stabilize your position. Stick to basics, and don’t get sidetracked by 
someone who is indulgent.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Playful actions could lead to positive 
personal changes. You can make home improvements as long as you 
budget wisely and leave enough money for something that improves 
your love life. Added discipline will help you establish your goals.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Keep your wits about you when dealing 
with money matters. Fast-talking sales pitches can be mesmerizing and 
lead to an impulsive purchase you will regret. Problems with instruc-
tions and competitive peers can be expected. Proceed with caution.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Make subtle personal changes, and you will win 
the support you need to press ahead with your goals. Love is highlight-
ed, and playful interaction with someone special will bring you closer 
together. Beware of a false impression regarding someone’s assets.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Get into the swing of things. Take part in 
community events, or delve into your family background and tradi-
tions. Someone you live with is likely to be unpredictable. Watch family 
spending carefully. Shop around, and you will find a bargain.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Participation and short trips will lead to satis-
fying personal changes. The ideas resulting from what you see and hear 
will not be immediately understood by everyone, but they can lead to 
new ideas and solutions. You can make a difference if you try.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Practice minimalism, and avoid feelings 
of regret. Venture down a path that offers something different from 
what you are accustomed to seeing, doing, and hearing. Let your 
intuition guide you. Stick close to the people who have always been 
there for you. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Using force should be ruled out. You 
will accomplish more if you are witty, playful, and willing to be a team 
player. Positive changes at home will result in praise as well as personal 
comfort. Love will blossom if you are attentive.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Make personal changes that will ensure 
comfort and affordability. A show of emotion is not necessarily a sign 
of weakness. Share your thoughts, and resolve issues that have been 
weighing you down mentally and physically.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put more effort into how you earn a 
living. Don’t shy away from raising your awareness of what’s going on in 
your industry, community, or economy. Pick up skills that are compati-
ble with the changing marketplace.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t make assumptions. Get the facts 
before you make a statement or a decision. Look for opportunities to 
address a concern you have as well as earn a little cash. Use your inge-
nuity, and be true to your beliefs.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System

To make a long 
story short

 • … change all of the char-
acters to Hobbits.

• … add six more words to 
your already long-ass story.

• … rmv ll th vwls.
• … make the font smaller.
• … try to tell it before the 
waiter comes back with the 

food.
• … make it a Joss Whedon 

show on Fox.
• … die in the middle of 

telling it.
• … don’t let George R.R. 

Martin ANYWHERE NEAR 
IT.

• … is a good way to gloss 
over the somewhat overt 

racism of the original story.
• … make it about an in-
dividual’s experience as a 
Defense Against the Dark 

Arts professor.
• … pump it full of coffee at 

a young age.
• … don’t let me tell it to 

you for like, I dunno, three 
weeks or so. Then, call me 
in the morning and tell me 
you really want hear the 

story as soon as I get home. 
Let me know you’re hoping 

I take a good, long time 
telling it you because you’ve 
been waiting all day to hear 
it, wearing nothing but tee-
ny red negligee. 35 seconds 
after I get home, the story’s 

over.
• … the butler did it.

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Mallory 
Smith, Adam Burton, Shawn Harm-
sen, and Kyle Johnson for contrib-

uting to today’s Ledge.

Experience without theory is blind, but theory without experience is mere intellectual play. 
— Immanuel Kant
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Brothers, and of Gesell, 
Paige, and Woodbury for 
around three and a half 
seasons, said it was rari-
ty if the Martin Brothers 
weren’t one of the best 
teams at a given tourna-
ment while the trio was 
there. 

“They may be the 
most-winningest team 
that we had,” Huddle-
son said. “… It’s not the 
norm for kids who are 
stars at their own high 
schools to come togeth-
er and accomplish what 
those guys were able 
to accomplish over the 
years, because there is 
only one ball and there 
are a lot of talented 
players.”

All three of the players 
still keep in touch, as do 
their families. 

When news first broke 
that Iowa would play 
North Carolina, Gesell 

sent a text Paige’s way 
asking if he had heard 
the news. It was a match-
up they had talked about 
after committing to their 
respective schools but 
were never sure if it 
would happen.

T h a t 
communi-
cation has 
continued 
in college. 
Paige told 
m e m -
bers of 
the North 
C a r o l i n a 
media he 
talked to 
Gesell and 
Woodbury 
three or 
four times 
this week. 
N o t h i n g 
basketball-related. 

“You’re with each oth-
er in AAU more than 
you’re with your fami-
lies almost,” Gesell said. 
“I basically spent every 
summer with him for 
about six years. Natu-

rally, you grow a friend-
ship there.”

The three grew close 
enough that they would 
even travel to watch 
the others’ high-school 
games when they got the 
chance. And last season, 

on a trip home to Iowa, 
Paige swung by Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena to 
watch Iowa’s win over 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff. 

“There were a lot of 
games, a lot of travel, a 
lot of miles,” Woodbury 

said. “We’ve known each 
other for quite some 
time.”

Before committing, 
they talked extensively 
about playing together 
in college. Iowa recruit-
ed all three of them, and 

both Paige and Wood-
bury received offers from 
North Carolina. 

But Paige couldn’t pass 
what Woodbury called 
Paige’s “dream school” 
and went to North Car-
olina. 

“I think he was start-
ing to buy in,” Iowa head 
coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “But at the same 
time, he had Carolina 
calling, and that was, 
I think in his mind, an 
opportunity he couldn’t 

pass up at 
that time.” 

Ne i ther 
Gesell nor 
Woodbury 
is wor-
ried about 
e m o t i o n s 
boiling up 
when they 
play their 
f o r m e r 
teammate. 
They both 
realize the 
threat of 
what Paige 
— a 2014 

preseason All-American 
— can do on the floor 
outweighs any past ties 
the three have. 

“I saw something spe-
cial in him when I laced 
up for our first game to-
gether,” Woodbury said. 

“You could tell right 
away that he was going 
to be really good.”

The number of past 
matchups in today’s 
game is abnormal. 
During his days at Linn 
Mar high school, Paige 
played Jarrod Uthoff, 
Josh Oglesby, and Gesell 
on numerous occasions. 

More often than not, 
Paige won, including 
the last time Gesell and 
Paige played each other. 

In an 81-62 defeat, 
Paige’s Linn Mar team 
defeated Gesell’s South 
Sioux City (Nebraska), 
ending his high-school 
basketball career. 

Wednesday’s game will 
be the first matchup be-
tween the two since then. 

“He got the better of 
me last time,” Gesell 
said. “It’ll be fun to get 
that matchup again.” 

Follow @Jacob-
Sheyko on Twitter for 
updates, news, and anal-
ysis about the Iowa bas-
ketball team. 

HOOPS
CONTINUED FROM 12

quite cemented herself as 
a permanent starter. 

“Whitney has an unbe-
lievable ability of compo-
sure. Sometimes, fresh-
men can kind of lose it 
— lose their focus, their 
intensity — and she 
doesn’t do it,” Bluder said. 
“She keeps her composure 
all the time, and she’s into 
every play, so I’m very im-

pressed with that so far. I 
think Whitney is playing 
very well for us.”

She noted, however:
“Have we settled into 

a for sure starting lineup 
yet? I wouldn’t say we’re 
there. But [Jennings] 
has definitely shown she 
needs to be on the floor 
for us a lot.”

Iowa looking for com-
plete performance

The team, Bluder in-
cluded, acknowledged 

coming into the season 
that rebounding and 
defense were areas for 
improvement, but were 
also quick to ensure they 
would win games with 
their offense by sim-
ply outscoring the other 
team.

And for the most part, 
it has worked; the team 
is scoring 85.4 points per 
game, outscoring oppo-
nents by an average of 
19.3 points, and is 6-1 
as a result. However, the 
loss to Arkansas shows 

that even one of the best 
offenses in the country 
can be defeated. 

The Hawkeye offense 
shot 46.8 percent from 
the floor that night, 50 
percent from beyond the 
arc. Very impressive num-
bers — and coaches could 
never realistically expect 
their teams to shoot over 
50 percent from deep. So 
how, on a night that the 
offense statistically per-
formed as well as Bluder 
would like, could Iowa 
possibly have fallen?

They were outre-
bounded 51-24, which 
includes a humiliating 
19-4 disparity on offen-
sive boards, got into foul 
trouble on defense, and 
put the Razorbacks at 
the free-throw line 33 
times. So it’s simple: Io-
wa lost because it still 
struggles to defend or 
rebound. 

“When you don’t have 
that rebounding in a 
game, it can be detri-
mental to a team,” Dis-
terhoft said. “Every day 

you have to come to 
practice ready to play 
hard, work hard, and get 
better at it. We’ve been 
working on it and it’s 
something we’re going 
to turn around.”

Follow @KyleFMann 
for news, updates, and 
analysis about the Iowa 
women’s basketball team.

had apparently succumbed 
to a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. 

While he did not have 
a lot of success on the 
mat — going just 16-15 
in three years — he did 
compete in the 2013 Big 
Ten championships at 
heavyweight.

He left the team af-
ter the conclusion of the 
2013-14 season and pro-
ceeded to walk on to the 
Buckeye football team, 
where he was listed as a 
defensive tackle.

“You don’t give a trib-
ute to someone until 
they’re gone, and that’s 
why we should honor 
our icons, maybe earlier.” 
Brands said. “You don’t 
wait until they pass; do 
it when they’re alive so 
they know they’re appre-
ciated.”

An answer at 149?
Brandon Sorensen 

seems to be the guy right 
now at 149-pounds.

The redshirt freshman 
got the start over Brody 
Grothus and notched a 
7-6 decision win over Io-
wa State’s Gabe Moreno 
on Nov. 29.

“I didn’t get the nod 
until Saturday, but it was 
always in my head that I 
was going to be the guy,” 
Sorensen said. “Getting 
prepared just like I was 
going to go out there like 
I did.”

Sorensen stands at 10-
1 on the season. His win 
over Moreno boosted him 
to the No. 12 ranking at 
149-pounds by Flowres-
tling

His lone loss of the sea-
son is to Grothus, but So-
renson’s first-place finish 
at the Joe Parisi Open 
on Nov. 22 apparently 
showed enough to give 
him the starting gig — 
for now.

“I have to create bigger 
margins. That last match 
[versus Moreno] wasn’t a 
big enough one for me,” 
Sorenson said. “I didn’t 
like it, so I have to build 

on that and get better 
there.”

A look toward the future
Over the last six meet-

ings between Michi-
gan State and Iowa, the 
Hawkeyes have domi-
nated the Spartans to 
the tune of an average 
margin of 23.8 points per 
meet.

While those kinds of 
victories have become 
routine, the meet still 
holds plenty of impor-
tance for Iowa. It is the 
first Big Ten meet of the 
year, after all.

“It’s the first Big Ten 
meet, and we have to 
get our Big Ten schedule 
rolling and on a roll and 
get that Big Ten dual ti-
tle meet again this year,” 
125-pounder Thomas Gil-
man said. “I feel like it’s 
not the most important 
thing on our mind, but 
it’s still a trophy for the 
wall.”

The Spartans only 
boast one ranked wres-
tler: freshman Javier 
Gasca at 133 pounds.

But the bigger issue 
might be keeping the 
wrestlers focused during 
the five extra days they 
get this season between 
Michigan State and the 
Midlands Champion-
ships at the end of De-
cember.

“If you’re focused, you 
do what your marching 
orders are, you go to bat-
tle where the battle is,” 
Brands said. “The bat-
tle will be more between 
their ears, I suppose.”

Follow @JordyHansen 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa wrestling team.

NOTEBOOK
CONTINUED FROM 12

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 12

New wrestling 
rankings released

Flowrestling released its 
most-recent college-wrestling 
rankings on Tuesday, with only two 
real changes.

Brandon Sorensen has entered 
the rankings at No. 12 after getting 
into the starting lineup over Brody 
Grothus, who slipped out of the 
rankings.

Below are Iowa’s ranked wres-
tlers, according to Flowrestling, 
with the previous week’s ranking in 
parenthesis:

125 pounds — Thomas Gilman, 5 (5)
133 pounds — Cory Clark, 4 (4)
141 pounds — Josh Dziewa, 6 (6)
149 pounds — Brandon Sorensen, 

12 (NR)
157 pounds — none
165 pounds — Nick Moore, 5 (5)

174 pounds — Mike Evans, 4 (4)
184 pounds — Sammy Brooks, 6 (6)
197 pounds — Nathan Burak, 6 (6)
Heavyweight — Bobby Telford, 3 (3)

Telford once again remained the 
only Iowa wrestler in Flowrestling’s 
Pound-for-Pound rankings, at No. 20. 

Iowa’s overall team ranking 
didn’t move. The Hawkeyes are still 
ranked second behind Minnesota.

— by Jordan Hansen

Iowa                   North Carolina 
Player to watch

Senior Forward                    Junior Guard 
Aaron White                   Marcus Paige 
(16.7 ppg, 7.6 rpg, 58.7 FG%)                                                         (15.2 ppg, 3.5 apg, 39.5 3FG%)

Number to know
Team blocks — 44 (4th in the nation)                               Points per game — 81.3 (23rd in the nation)

Last result
Defeated Longwood, 77-44                      Defeated Florida, 75-64

Iowa 149-pounder Brandon Sorensen wrestles Iowa State 149-pounder Gabe Moreno in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 29. Sorensen escaped 
with 0:41 left in the third period to beat Moreno, 7-6. The Hawkeyes defeated the Cyclones, 28-8. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)
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Michigan axes Brady Hoke
By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

The state of the Mich-
igan football program 
looked bright after Brady 
Hoke’s first season as the 
head coach. He was hired 
as the school’s 19th head 
coach on Jan. 11, 2011, 
and the Wolverines went 
11-2, 6-2 in Big Ten the 
next season, ultimately 
beating Frank Beamer’s 
Virginia Tech Hokies, 23-
20, to win the 2012 All-
state Sugar Bowl. 

As each year passed, 
though, Hoke was nev-
er able to replicate that 
kind of success in a single 
season. In 2012, Michi-
gan went 8-5 (6-2), then 
went 7-6 last year before 
going 5-7 in 2014, failing 
to reach bowl eligibility.

In response, interim 
Athletics Director Jim 
Hackett said Tuesday 
that Hoke will not return 
as Michigan’s football 
coach next season.

“This was not an easy 
decision given the lev-
el of respect that I have 
for Brady,” Hackett said 
in a release. “He has do-
ne a great job of molding 
these young men, mak-
ing them accountable to 
their teammates, focus-
ing them on success in 
the classroom and in the 
community.

“I wanted to make sure 
that Brady received ade-
quate time to exhibit the 
results that would come 
from his effort, and I be-
lieve that Brady and our 
coaching staff had enough 
time to produce those re-
sults, and unfortunately 
they are not there. In the 
end, I feel that moving 

in a different direction is 
the right decision. I wish 
Brady and his family all 
the best in the future.”

The announcement 
came just two days after 
Bo Pelini was fired af-
ter seven seasons as the 
head coach at Nebraska.

Hoke said he was for-
tunate to have had the 
opportunity to coach at 
Michigan and that he 
will leave Ann Arbor with 
fond memories.

“I will always support 
the university and this 
football program,” Hoke 
said. “This is a special 
place and one that Laura, 
Kelly and I have enjoyed 
representing during our 
time in Ann Arbor. I want 
to thank all of the sons 
who played for our teams 
and appreciate the com-
mitment that our coaches 
and support staff made to 
the program every day.”

Conference awards 
announced

The Big Ten announced 
the five remaining post-
season individual award 
winners on Tuesday.

Wisconsin running 
back Melvin Gordon 
was named the Gra-
ham-George Offensive 
Player of the Year. He is 
the fifth Badger running 
back to be named Big 
Ten Offensive Player of 
the Year, joining Montee 
Ball (2011), John Clay 
(2009), Heisman Tro-
phy winner Ron Dayne 
(1999), and Brent Moss 
(1993).

Ohio State defen-
sive end Joey Bosa and 
quarterback J.T. Barrett 
were awarded the Na-
gurski-Woodson Defen-
sive Player and Thomp-
son-Randle El Freshman 
of the Year, respectively.

Bosa is the ninth Buck-
eye to receive the con-
ference’s top defensive 
award and the second in 
the past three seasons 
(John Simon claimed the 
honor in 2012). Barrett is 
the eighth Buckeye to be 
named Freshman of the 
Year and the first since 
fellow signal caller Brax-
ton Miller claimed the 
award in 2011.

Minnesota’s Jer-
ry Kill was named the 
H a y e s - S c h e m b e c h l e r 
Coach of the Year by his 
peers and Dave McClain 
Coach of the Year by the 
media. Kill guided Min-
nesota to back-to-back 
seasons of eight or more 
wins for the first time 
since 2002 and 2003.

Follow @codygoodwin 
on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa football team.

After a rocky season, Brady Hoke is no longer the head coach at Michigan.

Track aide back at home
By COURTNEY BAUMANN 
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

It is said that patience 
is a virtue, but Iowa direc-
tor of track and field Joey 
Woody prefers those who 
are impatient. 

Woody added two new 
— and young — coaches 
to his staff for the 2014-15 
season, Andrew Dubs and 
Jason Wakenight.

“The great thing about 
the youthfulness of the 
coaching staff is that 
they’re hungry. They’re 
go-getters, they’re really 
anxious to be successful 
now,” Woody said. “Be-
ing impatient is going to 
keep you going, keep you 
motivated, keep you fo-
cused on working, work-
ing, working until we 
see that success start to 
happen.”

For Wakenight, taking 
the position was a home-
coming of sorts. The new 
recruiting coordinator 
was a three-year letter 
winner for the Hawkeyes 
from 2004-06. Twice he 
was an NCAA qualifier 
in the 1,600-meter relay, 
and he was named Iowa 
men’s track and field stu-
dent-athlete of the year 
his senior season. 

Most recently, Wak-
enight has served as re-
cruiting coordinatinator 
at Loyola. He will contin-
ue recruiting in a similar 
role in Iowa City.

“He’s seen how to build 
a program, not only here 
at Iowa but also at Loyola 
for the past three years,” 
Woody said. “They went 
from the bottom to the top 
of their conferences and 
really had a lot of individ-
ual success, even at the 
national level.” 

As a volunteer coach, 
Wakenight has seen the 
success the Iowa program 
is capable of — he helped 
the Hawkeyes to a Big 
Ten men’s outdoor cham-
pionship in 2011. Now 
as an assistant coach, he 
is anxious to continue to 
strive for more. 

“The biggest thing I’m 
looking forward to is try-
ing to take the success that 
we had in 2011 and try to 
replicate it,” he said. “As 
exciting as it was to win 
a Big Ten title, I feel like 
there’s something very un-
savory about winning and 
then not being able to time 
after time prove that it 
wasn’t a fluke and actual-
ly repeatedly be a force in 
the conference.“

The new coach is hun-
gry to bring success and 
winning attitudes to a 
growing Iowa track and 
field program. Wakenight 
said that comes develop-
ing a culture of fearless-
ness in the Iowa program.

He said the Hawkeyes 
have to focus on them-
selves and not be afraid 
to go toe-to-toe with 
some of the best schools 
in the conference.

Ethan Holmes, a first-
team All-American who 
was on the 2011 champi-
onship team, said Iowa is 
the place for Wakenight. 

“He is a Hawkeye 
through and through and 
he’s back where he be-
longs,” he said. 

The former Hawkeye 
sees Wakenight’s return 
as an opportunity to cre-
ate a winning program 
and get the Hawkeyes 
back to the top of the con-
ference, as it was in 2011. 

“All of the coaches are 
on the same page as far 
as their goals and philos-
ophies are concerned,” 
Holmes said. “In my 
opinion, I believe that 
having everyone on the 
same page is the first 
step in building a cham-
pionship program.”

Follow @cbomb12 on 
Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Io-
wa track and field team.

After a few years away from Iowa, Jason Wakenight is back in Iowa City.

Michigan head coach Brady Hoke talks to the media during the Big Ten football media days in Chicago on July 28. Hoke has been 
fired after four years at Michigan. (Associated Press/Paul Beaty)

Ethan Holmes competes in the 110-meter hurdles during the Drake Relays on April 30, 2011. Jason Wakenight was a volunteer coach 
who coached Holmes and others on the Big Ten men’s outdoor championship team in 2011. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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Friendship ends on the hardwood

Iowa center Adam Woodbury shoots a jumper during the Iowa-Northern Illinois game 
in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 26. The Hawkeyes defeated the Huskies, 70-49. (The Daily 
Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

North Carolina’s Marcus Paige goes up for a 3-pointer during the Battle 4 Atlan-
tis basketball tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas, on Nov. 26. (Associated 
Press/Tim Aylen)

Iowa guard Mike Gesell dunks the ball during the Iowa-North Dakota State 
game on Nov. 17. The Hawkeyes buffaloed the Bison, 87-56. (The Daily Iowan/
Margaret Kispert)

By KYLE MANN
kyle-mann@uiowa.edu

When the Iowa women’s basketball 
team went to Las Vegas for the South 
Point Thanksgiving Shootout last week, 
its 1-1 performance offered an oppor-
tunity for a few observations about the 
Hawkeyes. Here’s what we learned:

How does this team respond to a 
loss?

The Hawkeyes entered the week-
end ranked No. 17 in the country 

with a record of 5-0, so their 77-67 
loss to Arkansas was the first taste 
of defeat this 2014 squad has had to 
deal with. 

The team had to not only overcome 
a frustrating loss, it had to do so on 
short notice with a game against 
Gonzaga the next night. As Bethany 
Doolittle said on Tuesday, Iowa did so 
admirably.

“That was definitely the low point 
of our season thus far,” she said. “We 
bounced back pretty well against 
Gonzaga and got a good win under 
our belt, but we have a lot to learn 

from that game. So we’re still work-
ing on a lot of stuff in practice.”

Behind a Doolittle double-double 
and 19 points from freshman Whit-
ney Jennings, Iowa downed the Zags, 
79-67. The win was an encouraging 
response to the team’s first misstep, 
and it also showcased a bit of the 
depth that could potentially make 
head coach Lisa Bluder’s team so 
dangerous down the line. 

Bluder works toward correct combi-
nation

Returning four starters, there was 
only one question mark regarding 
who would round out that starting 
five, but it’s proving to be more chal-
lenging than expected. Bluder said 
to have it narrowed down to two or 
three players approaching the begin-
ning of the season, but she has found 
it troublesome trying to decide whom 
to play.

Kali Peschel was the incumbent 
starter, and she has started in three 
of the seven games thus far. However, 
Bluder warned in the preseason that 
the über-talented Jennings was going 
to give her headaches trying to keep 
her off the floor and noted that is a 
good problem to have.

Jennings has started four games, 
and she is playing 29 minutes per 
game — more than Melissa Dixon, Al-
ly Disterhoft, and Doolittle — trailing 
only Sam Logic. Much has been asked 
of the 5-5 guard, and Bluder said the 
freshman has performed with remark-
able production and poise, but hasn’t 

Death 
rocks 
wrestlers

Hawkeyes still settling in
In a young season, the Iowa women’s basketball team is still working out the kinks.

SEE NOTEBOOK, 9

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

When former Ohio 
State wrestler and 
football player Kosta 
Karageorge was found 
dead Sunday, the news 
spurred a strong reac-
tion from the wres-
tling community.

Karageorge had 
been with the Buck-
eye wrestling team for 
three years and had 
only decided to walk on to the football 
team this year.

He was also someone who head 
coach Tom Brands had known.

“I recruited that kid, so I was in 
their home. Good family, and our 
thoughts and prayers are certainly 
with the family,” Brands said. “It’s 
hard hitting. It’s sad.”

Karageorge’s body was found near 
his apartment in Columbus, where he 

SEE WRESTLING, 9

NOTEBOOKNOTEBOOK

Mike Gesell, Adam Woodbury, and Marcus Paige were once teammates; today, they will face off as opponents. 
By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

Mike Gesell compared it with a competi-
tion with a brother. 

In most aspects of life, brothers are close. 
They get along, hang out, and talk about life 
with each other. 

But once they lace the sneakers up and 
go head-to-head on the basketball court, 
they’ll do anything to ensure that the other 

doesn’t sniff victory. 
That’s the relationship that Gesell, Ad-

am Woodbury, and North Carolina guard 
Marcus Paige have with each other. For five 
years, the three Midwest-natives played to-
gether on the AAU Martin Brothers team. 

But today, when Iowa faces No. 12 North 
Carolina in the Big Ten/ACC challenge, 
they’ll be opponents, trying to get the upper 
hand on each other as brothers often do. 

“You love each other, but then once you 

get in that competition, you hate each other, 
and you’re going to do anything you can to 
beat them,” Gesell said. “And then after the 
game, you’re going to be best friends again.”

When Gesell, Paige, and Woodbury start-
ed playing together, the chemistry was im-
mediate. 

Hank Huddleson, the coach of the Martin 

The death of former 
Ohio State wrestler and 
football player strikes a 
chord with Iowa’s head 
wrestling coach.

SEE HOOPS, 9

Brands
Head coach

Iowa guard Whitney Jennings dribbles down the court in Carver-Hawkeye on Nov. 21. Iowa defeated Pepperdine, 97-68. 
(The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

Iowa at No. 12 North 
Carolina
When: 6:30 p.m. today 
Where: Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Watch: ESPN
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