
By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

Each week The Daily Iowan will pro-
vide an in-depth look at one Iowa City 
business.

When Design Ranch owner Chris 
Gnade was a child growing up in Cedar 
Rapids, she found a home in an Eames 
Lounge chair.

“When I sat in that chair for the first 
time, it was memorable to me,” she 
said. “I was probably 8 years old, but 
it kind of changed my life. Whenever I 
had the opportunity after that I would 

go to the lounge to sit in that chair and 
wait for my mom.”

Gnade now sells almost the exact 
same model of the Eames Lounge that 
she sat in as a child at her store, De-
sign Ranch.

Design Ranch, 701 E. Davenport St., 
is a home-goods store that sells furni-
ture, lighting, and gifts.

Chuck Swanson, a longtime patron 
of Design Ranch, said he has shopped 
there since it first opened. 

“The selection of items is almost 
big-city-like,” he said. “It’s a different 

By ALYSSA GUZMAN
alyssa-guzman@uiowa.edu

In an effort to recruit more Iowa 
students, the University of Iowa is 
expecting up to 3,000 guests on Oct. 
25 for the new academic and stu-
dent life open house.

Though the university has ap-
proximately 12 programs through-
out the year for high-school stu-

dents to get campus tours, this 
year’s program will provide a whole 
new experience called You@UI.

Eric Page, the director of recruit-
ment and admissions, said officials 
have been looking for a good way to 
get faculty connected with prospec-
tive students. 

“It’s an intense process now. You 
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UI falls short in in-state 
enrollment battle

By AARON WALKER
aaron-walker-1@uiowa

At first glance, Iowa isn’t a 
Hawkeye state.

But with new programs un-
derway to boost in-state enroll-
ment, the University of Iowa has 
amassed more applicants from 
within Iowa’s borders in the last 
year in an attempt to play catch-

up with Iowa State University.
So far this year, the university 

has seen a 14.7 percent increase 
in resident applications as of Oct. 
10, contributing to a 11.25 per-
cent increase overall for the 2015-
16 academic year compared with 
this time last year.  

“We have made it a concerted ef-

According to data compiled from the three regent universities, the University of Iowa has more 
undergraduate in-state students than its counterparts in five counties. The University of Northern 

Iowa has more resident students enrolled in 14 counties, while Iowa State University has this 
distinction in 79 counties. One county is split between ISU and UNI.

A new open house will allow prospective Iowa students to sit 
in on classes and get a feel of what it’s like to be a Hawkeye.

The University of Iowa has revitalized its in-state 
recruitment efforts.

SEE APPLICATIONS, 3A SEE OPEN HOUSE, 3A

Meanwhile, back at 
the Design Ranch

SEE FEATURE, 3A
A seasonal place setting is seen decorated with leaves on Wednesday. Decorations such as this one are scattered throughout Design Ranch 
using other seasonal items including corncobs. Design Ranch specializes in contemporary home design. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)
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fort to recruit Iowans this 
year and have implement-
ed a number of strategies 
to increase applications 
and enrollments,” said 
Emil Rinderspacher, the 
UI director of Admissions. 

The UI Admissions 
Office reported it has re-
ceived 2,301 applications 
from residents for the 
2015-16 school year as of 
Oct. 10, compared with 
2,006 applicants at this 
time last year. 

In the fall of 2013, the 
UI had nearly 10,430 full-
time, undergraduate Iowa 
residents as students. Last 
fall, Iowa State University 

saw roughly 18,009 resi-
dent students.

Despite the upturn in 
the number of Iowa ap-
plicants at the UI, appli-
cation rates at another 
regent school remain stag-
nant, though still receiv-
ing more from Iowans.

Iowa State University 
has received 3,371 appli-
cations as of Oct. 10, said 
Phil Caffrey, the director 
of ISU Admissions and 
Operations Policy.

“Our fall 2015 resident 
undergraduate applica-
tions are running very con-
sistent with where we were 
at this same time last year 
for the fall 2014 admis-
sions cycle,” Caffrey said. 

The University of 
Northern Iowa reported 
it has received 2,092 ap-

plicants for the next aca-
demic year. 	

Similarly, UNI Vice Pres-
ident for Enrollment Man-
agement Matthew Kroeger 
said the school has ramped 
up its resident recruitment 
efforts. It did this by hiring 
four additional admission 
counselors, increased the 
number of open house and 
visit days, and improved 
marketing and communi-
cation efforts.

Kroeger said UNI staff 
would continue to share 
the university story with 
prospective students 
across the state and the 
benefits of attending 
that university. 

With fall being the busi-
est time of the year, Rind-
erspacher said, UI officials 
are currently visiting 

schools, conducting college 
fairs, and hosting large 
on-campus visits.

“We’ve really looked at 
all aspects of our recruit-
ment and outreach and 
have made a lot of changes 
to better serve prospective 
students and improve our 
recruitment efforts,” he said. 

Rinderspacher said 
new programs include 
the hiring of a region-
al representative in Des 
Moines, delivering more 
intense communication 
campaigns, targeting of 
high-achieving students, 
enhancing scholarship 
awards for residents, and 
improving the campus vis-
it experience. 

UI freshman Amisha 
Kearney said scholarships 
were a big motivator in 

her college decision. 
“[UI officials] talked 

about the programs they 
offer at Iowa, they talked 
about in-state tuition, the 
scholarships they offer, and 
answered any questions 
we had,” Kearney said. 

Rindenspacher said UI 
Admissions staff will visit 
every high school in Iowa 
at least once this year. 

Hannah Kinney, a high-
school senior in Waterloo 
who applied and was ac-
cepted to the UI this year, 
said she also had UI re-
cruiters visit her school.  

“[A UI representative] 
came once and talk-
ed about the academic 
scholarships, housing, 
majors, admissions, and 
some specific questions,” 
Kinney said. “I also got 

numerous mailings.”
With the number of 

applicants continuing 
to grow, Rinderspacher 
said, he was neither sur-
prised nor disappointed 
by the number of UI ap-
plicants thus far.

“Obviously as an agri-
cultural state, it stands to 
reason that many Iowans 
are attracted to programs 
at ISU,” he said. “We have 
Colleges of Nursing and 
Pharmacy, which attracts 
Iowans, but they both 
have limited enrollments 
for good reasons … We 
are working on recruiting 
more Iowans in some of 
the programs that we both 
share including engineer-
ing, business, etc., as well 
as students who are un-
sure of their majors.”

APPLICATIONS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

have a lot of choices,” he 
said. “Colleges are all 
different, but from a dis-
tance, they all kind of look 
the same. I think the pur-
pose of this type of event is 
to really connect the stu-
dents to a big community 
like this.” 

In order to connect 

the students, the UI has 
planned an interactive tour. 

Rather than just walking 
around campus and seeing 
their possible future school, 
they will be able to choose 
an itinerary based on their 
intended major and actual-
ly attend classes.  

“We [have] a desire to re-
ally show prospective stu-
dents what it will be like 
to learn in a classroom as a 
Hawkeye student,” he said.

Thus far, around 930 

students have registered 
for the event. The event’s 
budget is $30,000.

Lon Moeller, the asso-
ciate provost for under-
graduate education, said 
officials are excited to 
give students and their 
families a firsthand look 
at what it’s like to be a 
Hawkeye. 

“We are excited to bring 
such a large number of 
students and their fami-
lies to the UI to meet with 

Iowa students, faculty, and 
staff,” he said. 

Moeller said volunteers 
will staff the event.

In order to acquire the 
large number of students 
who are planning on at-
tending the event, officials 
got word out via printed 
and digital advertising. 

High-school counselors 
were also notified.

Amy Kanellis, a guid-
ance counselor at Iowa 
City West High, said 

she thinks this event 
will be better than a 
generic tour.

“It’s an awesome new 
development the campus 
is providing,” she said. “I 
think that anything you 
can do to give them a feel 
of what it’s like to be a stu-
dent on campus is great.”

Erin Gabriel, a college 
career coordinator at Dow-
ling Catholic High School, 
shares the same opinion 
as Kanellis.

She said she believes 
that students being able 
to interact with faculty 
members in their intend-
ed major would help them 
get a better idea of what 
it would be like if they de-
cide to go to the UI. 

The interactivity that 
the university is providing 
for students is unlike any-
thing it has done before. 

“It’s really important 
as students are making 
choices,” Page said.

experience, with really 
unusual items, and what 
you buy there once, you 
have forever.”

Jodi Connolly, the 
owner of Buzz Salon, 
has been a customer of 
Design Ranch for the 
past 16 years and has 
purchased items for her 
business as well as for 
personal use.

“I like to support local 
business; I try to always 
purchase whatever I can 
locally, and I’ve been a 
lover of classic design all 
my life,” she said. “[De-
sign Ranch] has remark-
able product lines, and 
classic design never goes 
out of style.”

Design Ranch’s mer-
chandise ranges from 
designer chairs to cheese 
knives to a lamp designed 
by Frank Lloyd Wright.

“Our products are very 
specialized and unique,” 
Gnade said. “A lot of our 
customers have found us 
because they were spe-
cifically looking for those 
products.”

Although she says 
people of all ages enjoy 
browsing through the 
store for inspiration, 
most of their customers 
are older than 30.

“A lot of these products 
are a little expensive for 
a student budget, but we 
find a lot of students love 
to come in and see what 
we have and find things 
for gifts or something 
special to decorate their 
apartment,” she said.

Design Ranch is small, 
so besides one seasonal 
and one part-time work-
er, the Gnades are the 
only full-time staff.

The challenges of run-
ning a small business 
are huge, Gnade said. 
Balancing work and 
home is often the biggest 

issue; however, another 
challenge is changing 
business models to fit 
the growing popularity 
of online shopping.

Their location on High-
way 1, Gnade said, gives 
the store the steady 
stream of customers it 
needs, but besides occa-
sional days during the 
holiday season, not too 
many that it compro-
mises their intimate and 
personal service.

Gnade said her ulti-
mate goal with the busi-
ness is to provide enlight-
enment to people’s lives 
through the everyday 
products in their home.

“Whether it’s the water 
kettle you heat your wa-
ter with, or the cup you 
drink from, or the chair 
you sit on, life is so filled 
with ordinary moments, 
and we sort of lose our 
consciousness through 
the regularity of it,” she 
said. “And I love being 
woken up.”

OPEN HOUSE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FEATURE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Various clocks are on display at Design Ranch on Wednesday. Design Ranch carries items from all over the world. (The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)
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Sexual-assault aware-
ness is a cause that has 
seen significant support 
and growth in the past 
three years. I am proud to 
be in a part of the gener-
ation of people who have 
fought to have their voic-
es heard. It is saddening 
to know this sort of activ-
ism wouldn’t be necessary 
with the absence of sexual 
assault, on campuses or 
otherwise. Awareness is 
something to be proud of, 
and now, it is time to shift 
the conversation among 
lawmakers to changing 
the culture that facilitates 
sexual assault. 

What caught my at-
tention pertaining to 
this particular issue was 
a recent article from Al 
Jazeera America. The 
National Institute for 
Justice had published 
an analysis of sexual-as-
sault cases reported from 
2011-13 at prestigious 
universities in the United 
States. Upon first glance, 
the numbers are appall-
ing. The increase in the 
reported cases during 
this two-year interval 
was, on average, 62 per-
cent. More troublesome, 
however, was that schools 
such as Brown, Colum-
bia, and Johns Hopkins 
had increases of 200 per-
cent, 450 percent, and 
800 percent, respectively. 
Johns Hopkins is dealing 
with a relatively small 
number of people, facili-
tating its statistical leap 
(from one reported case 
to nine), but the other two 
schools were dealing with 
mid-single-digit accounts 
of sexual assault in 2011, 
as opposed to more than 
20 in 2013. 

Again, the numbers are 
frightening. A quick anal-
ysis, though, reminds us 
that these are positive in-
dicators … of a sort. They 

are evidence of the move-
ment to de-stigmatize 
sexual assault, get victims 
the help they need, and 
hold schools responsible 
for sexual assaults. We 
here at the University of 
Iowa are experiencing the 
same phenomenon, with 
last year’s high of 12 re-
ported sexual assaults on 
track to be eclipsed in the 
second full month of the 
academic year. But aware-
ness is the very first step 
on a lengthy trail.

To end the culture of 
rape is to replace that cul-
ture entirely. As it is in na-
ture, anything with roots 
is harder to remove from 
the environment. But we 
are the gardeners; we 
have the power to make 
change. What situations 
or circumstances lead to 
sexual assault? Alcohol 
abuse, ignorance, and a 
lack of respect. 

 To be realistic, alcohol 
consumption has been 
around almost as long as 
grain consumption, and 
that’s not going to change 
drastically, not fast enough 
to help would-be victims 
now. So tackling ignorance 
and respect are what we 
should tune in to. These 
culprits have been around 
longer than alcohol, but 
can be changed much soon-
er by openness and discus-
sion. Music, media, politics: 
They all involve conversa-
tions that, when made to 
be about justice and un-
derstanding, can craft a 
new culture of respect. We 
vote on what we want the 
conversation to be about, 
whether it is at the polls or 
on iTunes. Our money and 
time are just as legitimate 
as the votes we cast partici-
pating in government.

The UI is working to 
deter sexual assault: train-
ing bartenders, paper-
ing residence halls with 
consent campaigns, etc. 
While these tools are un-
doubtedly helpful, the real 
change will come from the 
ground level, by all of us. 
And that’s a real “us,” not 
just women. The only way 
to change a culture both 
men and women live in is 
to include both sides in the 
fight for justice. 
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Sometimes great intentions have unintended con-
sequences. Every day, doctors prescribe drugs to 
patients with the hopes of providing much needed 

relief for excruciating pain. OxyContin, as an example, 
is prescribed to ease severe pain such as that associated 
with cancer. 

Abuse of these drugs, however, has proved to be inevi-
table. Common street drugs such as meth and cocaine are 
no longer the main culprits. Prescription-drug abuse now 
rules as the No. 1 cause of overdose in the United States. 

The high abuse rates could be due prescription 
drugs often being regarded as safe. After all, a phy-
sician prescribed them, not some shady dealer in an 
alley. When surveying teens, almost 50 percent indi-
cate that they view prescription drugs as less harm-
ful than drugs found on the street. In reality, nothing 
could be further from the truth. Fentanyl, a prescribed 
painkiller, is 30 to 50 times stronger than heroin. The 
only difference between prescription and street drugs 
is that prescription drugs have a medicinal use, while 
street drugs are purely recreational. 

This epidemic of abuse has not gone unnoticed. 
Federal and state laws have focused on prescription 

drugs in the last decade, making prescriptions rarer 
and specific to certain conditions. Law enforcement 
has cracked down on doctors who over-prescribe. 
New drug-monitoring programs track patients and 
make it difficult to receive prescriptions from more 
than one doctor. 

It should be noted that Iowa is the nationwide leader 
in curbing prescription-drug abuse. During the years of 
2010-11, only 3.62 percent of people over 12 years old 
abused prescription drugs. This is the lowest percentage 
of the 50 states.  

One of the most addictive and heavily abused drugs, 
OxyContin, has been reformulated to make it more dif-
ficult to crush (for snorting) or dissolve (for injecting). 
OxyContin is an opiate and acts similarly to heroin. The 
main difference is that it is time-released, which prevents 
the instant rush of heroin. When snorted or injected, this 
time-release is destroyed. Thus, the reformatted OxyCon-
tin is much harder to abuse. 

New federal data shows that the regulations and drug 
reformulations have worked. Deaths from prescription 
painkillers dropped 5 percent in 2012. This is the first re-
corded drop since 1999. 

As before, positive intentions have resulted in unin-
tended consequences; the decrease in prescription-drug 
abuse has come along with a spike in heroin deaths, a 
35 percent increase from 2011 to 2012. The dramatic in-
crease was noted by Attorney General Eric Holder, who 
called heroin use an “urgent public health crisis.”

The results indicate something we probably suspect-
ed — if people want to get high, they will find a way. 
The stance of our justice system is to treat these people 
as criminals. Undoubtedly, people choose to start using 
drugs, and in that regard, they are responsible. Once peo-
ple are addicted, though, it really is almost impossible to 
stop. These people need help, not punishment.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes the solu-
tion resides in a two-pronged approach. Prescription 
drugs should continue to be made more difficult to abuse 
through reformulation and regulations.  And our justice 
system needs to accept that at a certain level, addictions 
will occur. We should adapt our focus on treatment in-
stead of punishment. A complete end in drug addiction is 
an unrealistic goal, but as a society, we should do more in 
prevention and treatment. 
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VOICES OF PHILANTHROPY

Phil ties community together
We Are Phil … What 

does that mean? Why 
would I want to get in-
volved? 

We all have so many 
things on our plate at 
the University of Iowa. 
As Chief of Staff at the 
UI College of Pharmacy, I 
have had several opportu-
nities to get involved with 
different initiatives on 
campus, including serv-
ing for a year as president 
of the UI Staff Council. So 
what makes the We Are 
Phil opportunity special?   

In our college last fall, 
We Are Phil gave us the 
chance to come together 
as a community working 

toward one common goal. 
Even in a small college, 
it is easy to put your 
head down and focus on 
the daily tasks at hand 
and not fully interact 
with those around you. 
We Are Phil motivated 
us to act as one College 
of Pharmacy team and 
consider together what 
we could accomplish. We 
began last year’s cam-
paign with a faculty/staff 
giving rate of less than 
10 percent, and we were 
able to work together to 
accomplish a remarkable 
70 percent participation 
by the end of the cam-
paign. More important-

ly, I was able to observe 
faculty and staff inter-
acting with each other, 
encouraging each oth-
er, engaging in friendly 
competition among units 
and really setting down 
their roots in our College 
of Pharmacy family.  

Taking a leadership 
role in this inspiring 
initiative in my college 
prompted me to look at 
the bigger picture of the 
UI-wide We Are Phil ini-
tiative. What could we 
accomplish if our entire 
campus could boast a 70 
percent faculty and staff 
giving rate? What if we 
could get to 100 percent? 

What an incredible 
message of loyalty, sol-
idarity, and dedication 
we could send to those 
beyond campus, and 
even better, what an 
extraordinary sense of 
community and pride 
we could create here on 
campus. Can we do it? 
It will be difficult. Will 
it be worth it? Absolute-
ly. I am beyond excited 
to see what WE ARE 
PHIL 2014 brings!

Amber Seaton 
(2001 B.B.A., 2013 M.B.A.)

Chief of Staff, College of Pharmacy
13 years employed at 

the University of Iowa

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/ONLINE COMMENT
More secret payments by 
Branstad administration

Most Iowans have 
heard the Branstad ad-
ministration secretly paid 
out settlements to certain 
laid-off state employees 
and, in some cases, paid 
“hush money” to keep 
things secret.

But did you know that, 
according to Iowa’s state 
auditor, there were al-
most twice as many se-
cret settlements and they 
cost $200,000 more than 
Gov. Terry Branstad first 
admitted? And that the 
former Branstad adminis-
tration attorney who nego-
tiated several agreements 
testified under oath that 
he told the governor’s legal 
counsel about the “hush 
money” clauses? 

I’ve heard more than 
most because I’m a 
member of the Iowa 
Senate’s Government 
Oversight Committee. 
After several months 
of investigation, here’s 
what we learned and 
what we believe can 
be done to prevent this 
from happening again.

The money paid out in 
secret settlements came 
from at least six separate 

accounts intended for con-
struction management 
costs, energy efficiency, 
and other purposes. Tax-
payers and legislators 
were not told the money 
had been diverted.

Last month, the Over-
sight Committee con-
cluded our investigation 
and made several recom-
mendations. 

One, the Legisla-
ture should ban secret 
settlements and hush 
money in all branches 
of government. 

Two, the Legislature 
should eliminate the slush 
funds and questionable 
bookkeeping that gave 
state agencies a blank 
checkbook for the secret 
settlement payments. 

Three, we should ex-
pand protections for those 
who blow the whistle on 
wrongful activities in 
state government.

People working for 
Iowa’s governor, regard-
less of party, should 
not be able to pay state 
workers to stay silent 
when questionable 
things are being done. 
Taxpayers deserve hon-
esty and accountability.

State Sen. Brian Schoenjahn

Elect Ernst

Let’s elect Ernst to the 
Senate. She will work 
to impeach Obama and 
eliminate Medicaid and 
Obamacare. She will also 
cut farm aid (a useless pro-
gram) and use that money 
to reduce corporate taxes. 
Vote for Ernst

Ian Mcleod

Ernst not a combat vet

Joni Ernst claims to be 
a “combat veteran.” That 
claim implies that her mis-
sion was to actively engage 
the enemy in combat. How-
ever, Ernst is not a member 
of any “combat-arms” unit 
(Infantry, Artillery, Armor 
are combat arms units). 
Ernst was the command-
ing officer of Transporta-
tion Company responsible 
for the delivery of water, 
fuel, and other supplies to 
units in secure areas. Ernst 
did not lead her troops into 
combat as one of her ads 
claims. Ernst’s troops were 
not combat personnel, and 
their mission was not com-
bat. Essentially, Ernst was 
in charge of a group of truck 
drivers. I am sure that the 
mission of supply delivery 

had many potential haz-
ards, but driving trucks 
from one secure area to 
another secure area is 
not combat even if per-
sonnel were armed with 
M-16s.

As an Army veteran 
of the Vietnam conflict, I 
was awarded the Combat 
Infantryman Badge to 
signify my participation 
in combat. The photos of 
Ernst in uniform shows 
that this award is absent. 
Any claims that she is a 
“combat veteran” seem 
to be a greatly overstat-
ed misrepresentation and 
perhaps a violation of the 
Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. There is a distinct 
and obvious difference be-
tween those who served 
as combatants and those 
serving as support per-
sonnel. Ernst and her sol-
diers served an important 
support role, not a combat 
role. This overstatement of 
service/accomplishments 
to gain political advantage 
does harm to those veter-
ans who served and actual-
ly were “combat veterans.”

 If this is an example of 
the honesty she promises 
Iowans, I say no thank you.

Larry Hanft
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Parker doesn’t always 
get the ball. In fact, even 
in his best games, he’s on-
ly had a handful of touch-
es. But the mere threat of 
him busting a big play has 
helped the Iowa offense.

When Parker goes in 
motion, the defense is at 
least forced to think about 
the ball going to him, 
causing hesitation. 

While it’s far from the 
end-all be-all stat, think 
about this: In Parker’s two 
most productive games, 
against Purdue and In-
diana, Iowa has rushed 
for 175 yards and 207 
yards, its highest rush-
ing totals of the season. 

This may not be a direct 
result of Parker, but his 
outside running threat has 
likely opened up some holes 
in between the tackles. 

“It can,” quarterback Jake 
Rudock said. “Teams have 
to prepare for that, and then 
at the same time, you start 
getting an over-shift in the 
defense, and then you’re 
going the other way.” 

Parker brings more to 
this team than just receiv-
ing and running the ball 
— he’s also one of the Big 
Ten’s best kickoff return-
ers. Using his 4.4 40-yard 
dash speed, according to Ri-
vals, Parker averages 27.43 
yards per return. That av-
erage is the best in the Big 
Ten and 18th in the nation. 

This production is wel-
come, especially from a 
guy who was a late com-

mitment the Hawkeyes. 
When Iowa began to re-
cruit him, Parker had al-
ready committed to Tulsa. 

“I really liked what he 
did in high school,” Fer-
entz said. “He’s not the big-
gest guy in the world, but 
he was a very productive 
and hard-charging kind 
of guy. You know, we don’t 
have enough guys running 
around here to make plays.

“Fortunately, he bought 
into it.”

Parker has bought into 
the program, and now he’s 
reaping the benefits. Iowa 
is rarely been lauded as a 
big-play program. Soon-
er or later, Parker could 
change that perception. 

“I just hope to see more 
and more to come,” he 
said. “I’m not satisfied 
with anything yet.”

But with the support of 
her teammates and coaches 
before and after racing the 
200, she feels that wall slow-
ly crashing down.

“My coaches have been 
talking to me about this 
and trying to under-
stand my thinking pro-
cess behind how I feel 
behind the blocks before 
my race,” Sougstad said. 
“My coach, Kristy, had a 
plan for me right after 

the Michigan meet, and I 
trust her fully.” 

Trust in her team and 
coaches will allow Soug-
stad to regain her confi-
dence in the race.

Senior teammate Becky 
Stoughton revealed her 
strategy as captain to keep 
her team focused on beating 
the girl next to them.

“I try to make it as serious 
and as lighthearted at the 
same time,” Stoughton said. 
“Keeping everyone motivat-
ed and ready for the day is 
all that needs to be said.”

This idea will remain 
in the mind of Sougstad 

as she competes to win 
throughout the rest of the 
season. She said keeping 
an open mind for the race 
is pivotal to her success. 

 “I don’t want to box my-
self into specific expecta-
tions,” Sougstad said. “I 
think if I keep working hard 
each and every day, fun 
things will happen.”

By continuing to work her 
way up in the rankings, Soug-
stad is on her way to becom-
ing a Hawkeye to remember.

“It’s fun to watch,” head 
coach Marc Long said after 
the Hawkeye’s first meet of 
the season. “She is prepar-

ing for the championship 
season at the end of the year 
and it is exciting to see.”

The fears and discom-
forts will not stop her 
from swimming for the 
people that have been 
put in her path along the 
way, Sougstad said. 

“I’m going to work hard 
and bring my teammates 
up with me, even though 
they are already there,” 
Sougstad said. “They are 
the ones that push me ev-
ery day in every set, and 
I think it will be an excit-
ing season for each one of 
the Hawkeye swimmers.”

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Iowa running back Jonathan Parker celebrates with Jordan Canzeri after scoring a touchdown in Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 
11. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

Iowa sophomore Emma Sougstad competes in the 100 breaststroke in the Black 
and Gold intrasquad meet on Oct. 11 in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center. 
Sougstad came in first with a time of 1:03.04. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

passing well, our offense is 
designed to find holes.”

Dietz said the team 
would take the offensive 
success they had tonight 
and use it to build into 
rest of the season.

But for as much as the 
Hawkeyes struggled in 
the second set, the pass-
ing turned around and 
the players found the 
holes as they stormed 
back to take the fourth 
set, 25-19, after dropping 
the third.

The Hawkeyes weren’t 
blocked at all in that 
fourth set.

“I think our team 
looked really good at 
times,” said freshman 
Taylin Alm, who tallied 
10 kills in the game. 
”We just need to finish 
through to the end.” 

However, in the fifth 
set, with the lights on the 
seats dimmed and the 
lights on the court shin-
ing brighter than they 

had all match, Shyman-
sky said his team was 
nervous especially fol-
lowing the turn, when the 
Hawkeyes were up 8-5.

They were blocked twice 
in the fifth set, which only 
runs to 15 points. 

Despite the bright 
spots in the game — 
which included a season 
high 18 kills from Lau-

ren Brobst — Shyman-
sky said the team must 
get over those nerves in 
close games. He said he 
will ramp up the intensi-
ty on his players in prac-
tice to make sure those 
nerves stay down in the 
close game situations. 

He said how they re-
spond in those moments 
will define them as a 

team, especially in Big 
Ten play. 

“I’m not about moral vic-
tories,” Shymansky said. 
“We can show progress, we 
can talk about progress, 
but we need to win.”

VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW
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By JOSH HICKS
josh-hicks@uiowa.edu

During the Hawkeyes’ 
two weekends off from com-
petition, the Iowa women’s 
tennis team put in extra 
work conditioning, and the 
players believe they are 
ready to make an impact 
at the Intercollegiate Ten-
nis Association Regional 
Championships in Stillwa-
ter, Oklahoma.

There are four Hawkeye 
seniors slated to compete 
in the five-day tournament, 
which will begin Thursday. 
The seniors are Shelby Tal-
cott, Morven McCulloch, El-
len Silver, and Katie Zordani. 

Talcott and McCulloch 
will compete in the main 
draw of the singles tourna-
ment at the ninth and 10th 
seeds, respectively. This 
means they do not have to 

play any qualifying rounds. 
In singles, Silver and Zor-
dani will start play today in 
the qualifying round. 

The latter duo will have 
a lot of tennis to play in or-
der to advance to the main 
draw. Both Hawks will have 
to work their way through 
two qualifying rounds.

McCulloch and Talcott 
couldn’t decide whether not 
having to compete in the 
qualifying matches will be 
beneficial or not. 

“More matches could be a 
good thing, or more matches 
could be a bad thing,” said 
Talcott, who said she typi-
cally sees herself improve 
match-by-match during 
tournaments. “Going into 
first round main draw with-
out playing any matches 
could be tough.”

McCulloch had simi-
lar mixed feelings, saying 

sometimes it’s a good thing 
to have more matches and 
sometimes it’s a bad thing. 

For the doubles portion of 
the tournament, which will 
begin Friday, Zordani and 
Talcott will team up, as will 
McCulloch and Silver. Tal-
cott and Zordani have a 2-1 
doubles record together this 
season, and McCulloch and 
Silver will play together for 
the first time this year. 

Since Iowa’s last tourna-
ment, the Furman Classic 
on Sept. 26-28, and because 
the squad has had a couple 
weeks off from playing other 
schools, the team’s practice 
has gotten more rigorous. 

Talcott said the 
Hawkeyes have added ei-
ther conditioning or weight 
training every morning 
since returning from their 
last competition. McCull-
och noted that although the 

practices have been more 
trying, it is good for them.

“You can see the condition-
ing working when we prac-
tice,” she said. “It will defi-
nitely pay off this weekend.”

Six-year head coach Ka-
tie Dougherty agrees with 
McCulloch that she sees her 
players’ fitness and endur-
ance improving in practice.

“The extra conditioning 
shows on the court when 
we’re doing drills; they look 
stronger later in the day,” 
Dougherty said. “We’ve had 
some great time off after 
Furman and have gotten 
some great training in.” 

The winner of the regional 
will go on to play at the Na-
tional Indoors in New York. 
Dougherty said she’s ran a 
few practices indoors since 
Furman to prepare for the 
tournament. In 2011, now 
ex-Hawkeye Sonja Molnar 

lost in the finals of the region-
al, and last year Talcott made 
it to the quarterfinals. 

“The ultimate goal is to 
have a Hawkeye qualify,” 
Dougherty said. “Shelby is 
playing very, very good ten-
nis right now.”

The senior hopes to ride 
that momentum into the 
tournament. 

“It’s the fall, so that’s 
what this is all about,” Tal-
cott said. “More than wins 
or losses, it’s about prepar-
ing for spring. It’ll be a good 
opportunity for us to get 
some good wins before we 
end our fall season.”

Dougherty is excited at 
the chance to face some 
more high-level competi-
tion. She said that she is 
excited to get a look at the 
good teams and players that 
will be in their region this 
season. She thinks that the 

seniors have a real chance 
at making some noise.

“Everyone sends their 
best players, and we have 
a great opportunity with 
our four seniors,” she said. 
“The team has done a really 
great job of getting them-
selves into shape for this 
tournament, and it’s a confi-
dence-builder while they’re 
out on the court.” 

Follow @joshhicks90 on 
Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Iowa 
women’s tennis team.

Women’s tennis heads to regional at Oklahoma

Iowa women’s 
tennis at regional 

Where: Stillwater, Oklahoma
When: Today through Oct. 20
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ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT

210 N. Linn St. • (next to Hamburg Inn)

$250 DOMESTIC
PINTS

DOMESTIC
PITCHERS
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Volley hawks finally see fifth set against Illinois
By COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s vol-
leyball team had not gone 
to five sets in any match 
under first-year head 
coach Bond Shymansky 
— until Wednesday night. 

The lights in Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena were 
dimmed heading into the 
fifth set. The scene — as 
with most winner-take-all 
sets — was getting intense. 

“I thought the energy was 
great coming off the fourth-set 
win, and our team was super 
fired up,” Shy-
mansky said.

In a back-
a n d - f o r t h 
match against 
the No. 11 team 
in the country, 
Iowa lost that 
fifth set, 15-11.

B e f o r e 
Wednesday, the 
Hawkeyes had 
not yet won a 
set in conference 
play, compiling 
an 0-6 record. 

E n e r g y 
is what the 
Hawkeyes need-
ed going into the 
fifth set. They had it and led 
8-5, until the break.

After the teams switched 
sides, the Illini went on a 10-
3 run to take the fifth set. 

“We had a premium op-
portunity, up 8-5 at the turn, 
but we just got nervy,” Shy-
mansky said. “That’s the 
first fifth set that we’ve been 
in all season, so it was the 
first moment where we re-
ally had to step up and play 
strong and play solid as we 
went through it.”

Only two juniors and 
two seniors saw time in 
the match Wednesday, 
leaving the challenge to 
the team’s underclassmen. 

“The young and old 
players came together all 
the way through,” senior 
Alessandra Dietz said. 

However, inexperience 
at the college level showed 
when it came down to the 

second half of the last set.  
The Hawkeyes had four 

errors — two attack errors 
and two service errors — 
that allowed room for Illinois 
to surge ahead for the win. 

“You could just tell that 
we started thinking about 
the scoreboard and think-
ing about the end, and 
our group just got a little 
tight,” Shymansky said. 
“It’s such a fine balance, 
trying to keep that anxiety 
and keep that intensity 
without going overboard.”

The final point came down 
to the serving abilities of 

freshman setter 
Kaylee Smith.  
Although she 
was nervous, 
she managed 
to stay focused 
and think only 
of two things. 

“Get it in and 
play good de-
fense,” she said. 
“I know that I 
still wanted to 
stay somewhat 
aggressive so 
I was think-
ing ‘serve that 
zone, serve that 
zone’ and play 
good defense.”

Losing the battle of 
nerves is something Shy-
mansky hopes to build off 
of and find a solution to. 

“The best way to learn 
how to compete and conquer 
the battle of nerves is to in-
crease the level of nerves 
in practice as much as pos-
sible,” he said. “I’m sure I’ll 
come up with some Machia-
vellian device to do that, and 
the team will just know that 
that’s their time to respond 
so when we get into a match, 
we’ll do the same.”

Through it all, the 
Hawkeyes are taking posi-
tives away from the close loss. 

“I think it’s a lot of fun 
because it’s our team out 
there competing,” Dietz 
said. “We see that almost 
every day in practice, so it 
was so great to bring that 
out there and compete as a 
group and keep fighting.”

'The best way 
to learn how to 

compete and 
conquer the 

battle of nerves 
is to increase the 
level of nerves in 
practice as much 

as possible.'
— Bond Shymansky, 

head coach

Iowa outside hitter Julianne Blomberg dives for the ball on Wednesday in Carver-Hawkeye. Iowa lost to Illinois in the fifth set, 3-2. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

GO TO DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW FROM THE GAME AGAINST ILLINOIS
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Royals finish ALCS 
sweep 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — James Shields 
led thousands of fans in a celebratory 
chant. Lorenzo Cain pranced along the 
warning track, cradling his newborn son. 
Ned Yost finally allowed himself to smile.

After nearly three decades spent as 
one of the game’s biggest laughing-
stocks, the Kansas City Royals are once 
again baseball royalty. They are headed 
to their first World Series since 1985, 
finishing a four-game sweep in the AL 
Championship Series with a 2-1 victory 
Wednesday over the Baltimore Orioles.

In a perfect postseason, the Royals 
are intent to relish every moment.

“It’s hard to explain,” said Cain, whose 
clutch hits and dramatic catches earned 
him the series MVP award. “We’re click-
ing at the right moment right now.”

There’s no doubt about that.
Now, the Royals will carry an 11-game 

playoff winning streak into the World Se-
ries, one shy of the major-league record. 
That includes their first eight this season, 
something that had never been done 
in postseason history. Kansas City beat 
Oakland in a 12-inning wild-card thriller 
to start things off, then swept the Los 
Angeles Angels in the Divisional Series.

— Associated Press

SCOREBOARD
MLB
San Francisco 6, St. Louis  4
Kansas City 2, Baltimore 1

NHL
Boston 3, Detroit 2 (SO)
Calgary 2, Chicago 1 (OT)
Arizona 7, Edmonton 4 

Parker coming on strong

Iowa running back Jonathan Parker attempts to break through a tackle against Northern Iowa in Kinnick Stadium on Aug. 30. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By IAN MURPHY
ian-murphy@uiowa.edu

It was a night of firsts for 
the Iowa volleyball team, and 
although the Hawkeyes did 
not come away with the win, 
they showed serious fight 
against a top-15 opponent. 

The Hawkeyes won the first 
set — their first in Big Ten play 
this season. They also played 
their first five-set match of the 
season. The Hawkeyes had 
been swept in their first six 
Big Ten matches. 

Still, Iowa lost a heart-
breaker at home to No. 11 
Illinois, but not without 
showing some serious fight, 
taking the match to a fifth 

and final set, in which it 
lost, 15-11. 

Head coach Bond Shy-
mansky called a time-out 
with his team leading 23-
21 in the first set, aware of 
what was at stake. 

“In that exact moment, we 
talked about the same thing 
we talked about in every 
time-out.” Shymansky said.

He said he tried to boil 
down what each individu-
al player will do in the next 
play to get the point. 

The Hawkeyes took the 
set to six match points be-
fore eventually taking the 
win at 30-28. 

After the strong outing in 
the first set, the Hawkeyes 

struggled mightily against 
the front wall of the Illini. Illi-
nois is currently fourth in the 
Big Ten in total blocks and 
averages 2.54 blocks per set.

The Illini accumulated 19 
total in this match — includ-
ing 4 in the second set, which 
the Illini won, 25-13.

Shymansky said the prob-
lem in the second set was 
poor passing, which allowed 
the Illini to anticipate where 
the attack would come from 
and set up a block. 

“Going into the match, we 
knew Illinois was a great 
blocking team,” said senior 
Alessandra Dietz. “When we’re 

In love 
with the 
water

V-ball come close in loss

SEE VOLLEYBALL, 5A

By SHELBY STITES
shelby-stites@uiowa.edu 

Hawkeye sophomore swimmer 
Emma Sougstad entered the pool 
when she was 5 years old, and 14 
years later, she is still in the water. 

It started as a hobby, swimming 
in a recreation four-lane pool across 
the street from her house in order 
to swim like her two older brothers, 
Randy and Willie. 

“Eventually, I was 
able to compete with 
the other kids, and 
that is when my love 
for swimming began,” 
she said.

This passion for the 
water continued into 
her high school years, 
when she was a mem-
ber of the Mason City 
girl’s swimming team and a 10-time 
All-American, 11-time first-time all-
state honoree, and three-time sec-
ond-team all-state honoree. 

Sougstad’s name became known 
and sent her on a path to Iowa City, 
where she now holds school re-
cords in the 100 breaststroke and 
200-medley relay after only one sea-
son as a Hawkeye.

But a wall builds up when they 
call her name to compete in the 
200-meters individual medley. 

“I don’t know exactly why the 200 
scares me, but it has always been 
that way,” Sougstad said. “This sea-
son, my fear will change. Just like a 
fear of heights, I need to be uncom-
fortable and face it.”

SEE SWIMMING, 5A

Iowa’s Jess Janota (29) and Mikaela Gunderson attempt to block the shot of Illinois outside hitter Jocelyn Birks on Wednesday in 
Carver-Hawkeye. Iowa lost to Illinois in the fifth set, 3-2. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

ILLINOIS 3, IOWA 2

After a disastrous second game this season, Jonathan Parker has become one of Iowa’s most 
dangerous offensive weapons. 

By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

Jonathan Parker’s season could have 
ended after two games.

After fumbling the ball twice in one game 
— which led to 10 Ball State points — the 
assumption was that Parker would be put 
on the shelf for the foreseeable future. 

The Iowa coaches had different plans. 
Four games after nearly costing Iowa a 

loss, Parker has seemingly become a staple 
in the offense. He’s a wrinkle in the run-
ning game and a playmaker that is a con-
stant threat to score. 

Most importantly, the coaches say they 
never lost faith in him. 

“There was a headline I saw somewhere 
that suggested we hadn’t lost faith or are get-
ting faith back in him,” head coach Kirk Fer-
entz said following Iowa’s 45-29 win over In-
diana. “Just for the record, he had two tough 
plays in that Ball State game, but I don’t 
think anybody was ever down on Jonathan.

“When you’ve got a young guy out there, 
a guy who hasn’t played, he’s going to go 
through some tough times.” 

Following his two-fumble performance 
against Ball State, several players on the 
team approached Parker. They told him to 
forget about it. 

“We older guys, we older running backs, 
we just talked to him and said, ‘Let it go, it 
doesn’t matter,’ ” Mark Weisman said. “We 

ended up getting the win, and you got to get 
over it. You got to get over it fast. And he did.”

Parker, a St. Louis native, is listed as a 
running back, but he mostly plays out of the 
slot. The majority of the plays he’s involved 
in are designed to get him out in space, 
where his speed can really show, such as 
his 60-yard touchdown run against Indiana 
on a jet sweep or his 34-yard screen pass 
against Purdue the week before. 

It’s fair to say Parker hasn’t dwelled on 
his mistakes. 

“Coming off that Ball State game, it’s 
just, you know, you’re a football player,” he 
said. “It happens to the best of us.”

SEE PARKER, 5A

THROWBACK 
THURSDAY

Oct. 16, 1998 — Former Iowa head 
coach Tom Davis’ last season at the 
helm of the Iowa men’s basketball 
program unofficially kicked off with the 
team’s media day inside Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena. The team went 20-10 
overall and finished with a 9-7 record 
in the Big Ten — good for fourth place. 
The team beat Alabama Birmingham 
and Arkansas in the NCAA-Tournament 
but lost to Connecticut in the Sweet 16.

BE SURE TO FOLLOW OUR 
TEAM COVERING BIG TEN 
BASKETBALL MEDIA DAY.

@DI_Sports_Desk
@dannyapayne
@JacobSheyko

@ryanarod
@KyleFMann

@MargaretKispert
@BrooksKTaylor                
@jalynsouchek

UPCOMING HAWK 
SCHEDULE
Volleyball vs. Illinois, Carv-
er-Hawkeye, 8 p.m. Wednesday
Women’s tennis at regional, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, All Day Today
Men’s golf at U.S. Collegiate Cham-
pionship, Atlanta, All Day Friday
Women’s tennis at regional, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, All Day Friday
Field hockey at Michigan State, 
East Lansing, 2 p.m. Friday
Swimming at Michigan State, 
East Lansing, 3 p.m. Friday
Soccer vs. Indiana, Iowa Soccer 
Complex, 7 p.m. Friday
Women’s tennis at regional, Still-
water, Oklahoma, All Day Saturday
Men’s golf at U.S. Collegiate Cham-
pionship, Atlanta, All Day Saturday
Cross-Country at Pre-National 
Invitational, Terre Haute, Indi-
ana, 10 a.m. Saturday
Football at Maryland, College 
Park, 11 a.m. Saturday
Volleyball vs. Northwestern, 
Carver-Hawkeye, 7 p.m. Saturday

Kansas City’s Alex Gordon (right) cele-
brates with teammates after the Royals 
defeated the Baltimore Orioles to win 
the ALCS on Wednesday in Kansas City, 
Mo. (Associated Press/Charlie Riedel)

Sougstad
sophomore
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By MADDIE CLOUGH
madeline-clough@uiowa.edu

Rejection. Dark humor. Insecurity. Tradition. 
Heartbreak. Frustration with your annoying 
boss. For University of Iowa Dance Gala per-
formers and choreographers, portraying these 
themes takes more than a perfect pirouette. 

“Dance doesn’t have to be pretty to be power-
ful,” said dance Associate Professor George de 
la Peña, the Dance Department head. “Some‭ 
[dances] are really visceral and very raw and 
emotionally revealing, showing the more vul-
nerable aspects of being human.”

Since 1981, Dance Gala has showcased the 

talent of the UI Dance Department faculty and 
students — both majors and non-majors — as 
well as choreography from world-renowned 
choreographers.

This year’s performance, which will open to-
night at 8 p.m., is the first and largest produc-
tion put on by the Dance Department during 
the academic year, and it features five dance 
pieces. It will take place in North Hall’s Space/
Place  throughout this weekend and next. 

Charlotte Adams, an associate professor of 
dance and one of the choreographers for the 
show, said that when they come up with ideas, 
choreographers take every aspect of the pro-
duction into account.

“The thing that I love about Dance Gala is 
that it’s a fully produced concert,” she said. 
“We have costumers that work with us, and we 
bring in a lighting designer from out of town 
whose specialty is doing lighting for dance.”

De la Peña said the light and video designers 
act as “painters,” projecting images throughout 
the theater to set a scene. Music, he said, is also 
an important component.

“The music is fabulous and super eclectic,”  he 
said. “There is lots of variety from pop music to 
electronic synthesized music, newly composed 
music, soundscape, to people actually speaking. 

SEE DANCE GALA, 8B



By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

The art of dance has 
taken many forms in 
the United States, from 
the Charleston and the 
Mashed Potato to the 
Cabbage Patch and even 
the Twerk craze of today. 
Of course, dance is not 
only a defining character-
istic in American pop cul-
ture but around the world 
— especially in India.

On  Saturday, in an ex-
ploration of four types of 
Indian dance, the Indian 
Student Alliance will host 
the seventh-annual Gar-
ba, Raas, Bhanga, Bolly-
wood Festival. The event 
will take place in the IMU 
Second-Floor Ballroom 
from 8-10 p.m.

Parimal Patel, a mem-
ber of the festival commit-
tee, said the festival has 
the capability to positive-
ly affect all who choose to 
participate.

“Dance is something 
that everyone can enjoy, 
and that really is the goal 
of most events: to make 
sure everyone will enjoy 
them,” he said.

The festival will be sep-
arated into three parts. 
The first segment will 
be focused on learning 
the techniques of Garba, 
Raas, Bhanga, and Bolly-

wood dance. The second 
will be a buffet of free In-
dian food, and the night 
will be wrapped up with 
a party for all to exhibit 
their new dance skills and 
commemorate the night 
in a free photo booth.

Garba, Raas, Bhanga, 
Bollywood committee 
head Samiksha Annira 
said the four dances are 
very different.

“In Garba, a group of 
people generally dance 
in a big circle while re-
peating a specific foot 
pattern,” she said. “Raas 
is somewhat of a part-
ner dance, also done in a 
circle, in which partners 
dance with sticks and hit 
their opposing person’s 
sticks in rhythm with the 
music and go around in a 
circle changing partners 
throughout.  

“Bhangra incorporates 
lots of shoulder move-
ment, jumping, and leg-
work. Bollywood is very 
casual and usually incor-
porates elements from 
traditional dance styles 
and from choreography 
within Bollywood movies.”

Though each of these 
dances originated in dif-
ferent parts of India, all 
of the styles are danced 
throughout the country, 
Patel said. Vice President 
of marketing for the Indi-

an Student Alliance San-
jana Pandya said dance 
plays a very prominent 
role in the Indian culture 
and is often performed in 
times of celebration and 
religion.

In addition to dancing 
the night away, the  festi-
val also offers members of 
the Iowa City community 
a chance to gain a deeper 
understanding of the In-
dian culture.

“It is very important 
to learn about different 
cultures, because it not 
only expands individual 
horizons, but collectively 
educates students and 
makes them more worldly 
aware,” Pandya said.

In the past, the festi-
val has attracted more 
than 200 participants, 
exposing people to tra-
ditional Indian clothing, 
authentic food, and up-
beat music. Patel hopes 
this year’s festival will 
be the group’s most suc-
cessful to date.

weekend events
Today 10.16

Friday 10.17

Saturday 10.18

Sunday 10.19

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

Fury
Brad Pitt once again dons a 
World War II Army uniform for 
this stark look into the later 
years of the war in Europe. Pitt 
is joined by Shia LaBeouf, Logan 
Lerman, and Michael Peña as 
the small crew of a Sherman 
tank heading deep into enemy 
territory.

The Book of Life
The latest 3D animated 
adventure, The Book of Life, 
follows Monolo, who embarks 
on an epic quest through three 
fantastical worlds. Channing 
Tatum, Zoe Saldana, and Chris-
tina Applegate contribute their 
voices to this family flick about 
following one’s heart.

FILMSCENE

The Skeleton Twins
“Saturday Night Live” alums Bill 
Hader and Kristen Wiig portray 
two estranged twins who man-
age to cheat death on the same 
day. The experience rekindles 
their relationship, and the sib-
lings find unexpected comfort 
in each other’s company.
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When the world is 
completely akimbo
By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

A 72-year-old sits bun-
dled up in a brightly col-
ored parka, ice skates at 
her feet as she yells at her 
40-something drunkard 
father for forgetting to 
pick her up on time. Af-
flicted with a rare disease 
that causes her to age 4.5 
times as fast as normal, 
16-year-old Kimberly is 
physically a senior citizen.

Riverside Theater, 213 
N. Gilbert St., will begin 
performances of David 
Lindsay-Abaire’s Kimber-
ly Akimbo at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. Shows will contin-
ue through Nov. 2.

Riverside Theater co-
founder and Artistic Di-
rector Jody Hovland stars 
in the title role.

“Playing a teenager 
is just a blast,” she said. 
“[Kimberly] has advanced 
beyond her literal age, 
but she’s still a teenager. 
I think what I’ve redis-
covered is that our inner 
teenager is never far from 
the surface. It’s just fun. 
Day to day, we don’t get to 
do those things anymore.”

More than just being 
fun, Kimberly is a chal-
lenge, serving as the 
moral center and, despite 
outward appearance, the 
most normal character of 
the play.

“Kimberly Akimbo is 
the same sort of class of 
plays that Lindsay-Abaire 
did in the early 2000s,” 
Hovland said. “There is 
one character in each of 
these plays that has dis-
tortions of some kind — 
in Kimberly Akimbo, it’s 

a teenager who has this 
rapidly advancing dis-
ease. They’re the best 
communicators. They 
speak to the audience in 
terms of setting a normal 
behavior. ”

When your compan-
ions are a criminal aunt, 
a hypochondriac mom, an 
alcoholic dad, and a nerdy 
high-school boy, maybe it 
isn’t that hard to be the 
most normal one on stage.

“The family is funny 
and exaggerated and uses 
colorful language,” Hov-
land said. “I think anyone 
can relate to an aunt or 
uncle who’s a little bit on 
the outrageous side.”

These extreme char-
acters make for hilari-
ty, which Hovland said 
is “very, very delicate” 
on stage.

“There’s a funny say-
ing about dying is easy, 
comedy is hard,” she said. 
“It requires technical 
skill — timing and un-
derstanding of how the 
comedy works — but it 
also requires you to start 
from a place of delicacy, to 
work from the heart. Oth-
erwise, it doesn’t start 
from a place of human-
ity and won’t invite the 
audience in. So while 
you have outrageously 
funny plot lines, you al-
so have a poignancy of 
deeply human delicacies 
— being lonely, falling in 
love for the first time.”

That connection to the 
characters, the passion he 
felt towards them, is what 
motivated University of 
Iowa junior Frankie Rose 
to audition for the show.

“I loved the story and 

the combination of come-
dy and drama that David 
Lindsay-Abaire so artfully 
melds together,” he said. “I 
hope audiences will take 
away the idea that every-
one is lonesome, but no 
one is ever alone. That is 
one of my favorite themes 
of the story.”

Riverside Theater’s 
Resident Artist and co-
founder Ron Clark said 
he is glad Rose decided 
to audition. Riverside, he 
said, is a bit off the beaten 
path for university stu-
dents who have so many 
opportunities to perform 
but not at a professional 
level such as at Riverside.

Adding a professional 
credit to his name is not 
the only perk of perform-
ing for Rose; he said he 
looks forward to seeing 
the audience members’ re-
actions and to share this 
experience with them.

“We all come to the the-
ater with different sets of 
experiences,” Hovland 
said. “I think the oppor-
tunity to sit in a room 
with others and suspend 
disbelief for a couple of 
hours and enter a world 
that may or may not 
look anything like yours, 
while also being afforded 
a laugh, is a special op-
portunity.”

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Dirty Blonde 
Chocolate Ale

This micro-craft beer, brewed at 
the Great River Brewery in the Quad 
Cities, is a bit off the beaten path. 
It’s one of those curiosities you find 
in the corner freezer at the Bread 
Garden Market, hoping to catch 
your eye with its bright yellow can, 
bold text, and image of a scantily 
dressed pinup blonde. That said, it’s 
pretty good.

Taste: The chocolate flavor in this 
chocolate ale is distinct, but not 
so much that Dirty Blonde tastes 
more like Nesquik than a golden 
beer. According to Great River 
Brewery, this hint of sweetness is 
achieved by brewing the beer with 
dark bittersweet chocolate, giving 
it a “decadent” taste. I’m not sure I 
would put Dirty Blonde on the same 
level as a rich slice of cake, but it is 
certainly a welcoming twist on an 
otherwise average beer.

Advice: If you’re not a fan of “des-
sert wine,” Dirty Blonde would make 
a good, down-home alternative as 
an after-meal drink. It would also 
make a great gift for the chocoholic 
in your life — and it never hurts to 
support an Iowan brewery.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Recital Hall
• Thursday Night Concert: Erin 
Ebnet, 7:30 p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Grayskul with AWTHNT-
KTS, 9 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington
• Unnamed Acoustic and Cold 
Cash, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 
S. Linn

 THEATER
• The Diviners, 7:30 p.m., 
City High Opstad Auditorium, 
1900 Morningside 
• Iowa Partnership in the 
Arts, Crescendo, 8 p.m., The-
ater Building Thayer Theater 

 FILM
• Love is Strange, 4:15 & 
6:30 p.m., FilmScene, 118 
E. College
• Movies Under the Dome: 
Remember the Titans, 6:30 
p.m., Old Capitol Museum 
• “The name is Bond … 
James Bond,” James Bond 
film screening, 7 p.m., Iowa 
City Public Library, 123 S. 
Linn
• The One I Love, 8:45 
p.m., FilmScene

 DANCE
• Country Dance and 
Lesson, 7 p.m., Iowa City 
Moose Lodge, 3151 High-
way 6
• Dance Gala, 8 p.m., 
North Hall Space/Place

MUSIC
• MC Chris with MC Lars 
and Spose, 8 p.m., Gabe’s
• Aaron Kamm and the One 
Drops, with Hero Jr., 10 
p.m., Yacht Club

 THEATER
• Kimberly Akimbo, 7:30 
p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 
N. Gilbert
• The Diviners, 7:30 p.m., 
City High Opstad Auditorium
• Uncle Vanya, Dreamwell 
Theater, 7:30 p.m., Univer-
salist Unitarian Society, 10 
S. Gilbert
• Xanadu, City Circle, 7:30 

p.m., Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1301 
Fifth St.
• Iowa Partnership in the 
Arts, Crescendo, 8 p.m., 
Thayer Theater

FILM
• The Skeleton Twins, 4:20 
& 8:40 p.m., FilmScene
• Infection, 6 p.m., Film-
Scene
• Love is Strange, 6:30 
p.m., FilmScene

DANCE
• Dance Gala, 8 p.m., 
Space/Place

MUSIC
• Ukulele Social Club, 4 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Brooks Strause and the 
Gory Details, Multiple 
Cat, Crystal City, Hermit 
Thrushes, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 
E. Burlington
• Cirrus Minor, Bone Jugs 
N Harmony, and Firesale, 9 
p.m., Yacht Club
• Jucifer, 9 p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Kimberly Akimbo, 7:30 
p.m., Riverside Theater
• The Diviners, 7:30 p.m., 
City High Opstad Audito-
rium 
• “Uncle Vanya,” Dream-
well, 7:30 p.m., Universal-
ist Unitarian Society
• Xanadu, City Circle, 7:30 
p.m., Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts
• Iowa Partnership in the 
Arts, Crescendo, 8 p.m., 
Thayer Theater 
 

FILM
• Love is Strange, 2:10 & 
6:30 p.m., FilmScene
• The Skeleton Twins, 4:20 
& 8:40 p.m., FilmScene
• Phantom of the Paradise, 
11 p.m., FilmScene

DANCE
• Three Acts, Two Dancers, 
One Radio Host, 7:30 p.m., 
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Dance Gala, 8 p.m., 
Space/Place

MISCELLANEOUS
• Pumpkin Festival, 10 
a.m., Wilson’s Orchard, 
4823 Dingleberry Road 
N.E.
• International Archaeol-
ogy Day, games and chil-
dren’s activities, 1 p.m., UI 
Museum of Natural History
• Pumpkin Carving and Fall 
Activities, 4 p.m., Emma 
Harvet Square, Walker 
Circle and Foster Road

MUSIC
• Mumblr and Max Garcia 
Conover, 9 p.m., Gabe’s
 
THEATER
• Iowa Partnership in the 
Arts, Crescendo, 2 p.m., 
Thayer Theater 
• Xanadu, 2 p.m., Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts

FILM
• The Skeleton Twins, 12:30 

& 4:40 p.m., FilmScene
• Love is Strange, 2:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• Movies at the Museum of 
Natural History, Lost Na-
tion: The Ioway 2 and 3, 3 
p.m., Macbride Auditorium
• Fargo, rooftop screening, 
7 p.m., FilmScene

DANCE
• Dance Gala, 2 p.m., 
Space/Place

Garba, Raas, 
Bhanga, 
Bollywood Festival

When: 8-10 p.m Saturday 
Where: IMU Second-Floor 
Ballroom
Admission: Free

Follow us 
on 

Twitter! @DailyIowanArts

India dances in the 
IMU this weekend

Kimberly Akimbo

Where: Riverside Theater, 
213 N. Gilbert
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, Oct. 23-26, Oct. 
30-Nov. 1, 2 p.m. Oct. 19 & 
26, Nov. 2



• Meeting the Renewable Energy Challenge Symposium, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., IMU
• Community & Behavioral H Seminar Series, Erica Prussing, 
“They can colonize you with numbers, so how do we resist that? 
Understanding public health research by and for indigenous 
peoples,” 11 a.m., C217AB College of Public Health Building
• Distinguished Biomedical Scholar Lecture, Ardem Pata-
poutian, 4 p.m., 1110 Medical Education & Research Facility
• Love is Strange, 4:15 and 6:30 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Movies Under the Dome: Remember the Titans, 6:30 p.m., 
Old Capitol Museum 
• Meeting the Renewable Energy Challenge, James Hansen 
Lecture, 7 p.m., IMU

• Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Recital Hall
• Julie Heffernan, artist lecture, 7:30 p.m., 116 Art Building 
West
• Dance Gala, 8 p.m., North Hall Space/Place
• Iowa Partnership in the Arts, Crescendo, 8 p.m., Theater 
Building Thayer Theater
• The One I Love, 8:45 p.m., FilmScene

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

If I knew where I was going I wouldn’t do it. 
— Frank Gehry

Thursday, October 16, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Expand your interests, and explore places 
that have relocation potential. Sometimes a change is as good as a rest, 
so get away for the day, and let your mind wander. Romance is highlight-
ed; it will lead to a personal opportunity.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Deal with bureaucracy diplomatically. Get-
ting paperwork out of the way will help ease stress and get someone off 
your back who is being demanding or a pest. Try to keep things simple, 
to the point and well within your budget.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Gratuitous gifts or donations will boost your 
reputation, but you mustn’t let them break the bank. You can impress 
someone without doing something out of the ordinary. Use your swag-
ger and finesse to reach your objectives, and you will stand out.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Emotional spending on unrealistic products 
or services will be costly. Look for ways to improve your self-confidence 
by adding new skills to your résumé. It’s what you do that will leave a 
lasting impression, not what you have.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t take on too much or over-indulge. You may 
be in the giving mood, but limit your generosity. Love is highlighted. 
Don’t feel you have to buy someone’s affection. If you are fun to be with, 
that should be enough.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Criticism will not bode well with the person 
on the receiving end. Keep your thoughts to yourself, and you will avoid 
getting involved in an argument that will ruin your plans. If you want to 
scrutinize someone, focus on your shortcomings.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Pick up the pace, and take control of whatever 
situation you face. Your generous help will buy you favors as well as put 
you in touch with someone you want to get to know better or work with 
in the future.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There is no room for error. If something ap-
pears to be farfetched, you are best to take a pass. Working on a creative 
project or an improvement in your residence will keep you out of trouble 
and lead to positive accomplishments.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Let your confidence lead the way. You’ll 
attract the attention of someone in a position to help you excel. Extra 
cash will lead to a higher standard of living. Contracts can be negotiated 
and deals signed. Romance is highlighted. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Unpredictable distractions will disrupt 
your relationship with a friend or relative. Don’t venture too far from 
home. Problems will develop if you are too open about your personal 
goals. Avoid making a rash decision.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Keep your money matters to yourself. If 
you want to make changes to legal or financial papers, try to do so quick-
ly. The less information you share with others, the less interference there 
will be. Romance should highlight your evening.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t be enticed by the changes around 
you. You are best to take an obscure route that will ensure you remain in 
control of your destiny. Working with others will lead to disappointment 
and disagreements.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System

Re-examining 
Well-Known 

Sayings:
• “If it looks like a duck, 

walks like a duck, and quacks 
like a duck, chances are it’s a 
duck.” And if it’s not a duck, 
it should get a job as a duck 

impersonator.
• “Love makes the world go 

’round.” Love, and an ignorance 
of science.

• “When God closes a door, he 
opens a window.” Also, Satan 

opens a White Castle.
• “The definition of insanity is 
doing the same thing over and 

over again, and expecting a 
different result.” It’s also what 

keeps Jägermeister in business.
• “You win some, you lose 

some.” You fail to make the 
postseason, you overpay for a 

promising rookie in an attempt 
to turn around plummeting 

ticket sales, you watch the rook-
ie go bust, you bankrupt the 

team, you see the franchise get 
moved to Oklahoma City.

• “You snooze, you lose.” Un-
less, of course, you’re playing 

snoozeball.
• “Do what you love, and the 
money will follow.” Then, pro-

ceed with Phase Two.
• “An ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure.” And an 
ounce of love for the metric sys-
tem is easily worth two stone.

• “If the shoe fits, wear it.” 
Then, walk away briskly, for 
you’ve probably just stolen 

someone’s shoe.
• “In the land of the blind, the 

one-eyed man is king.” And blind.

Andrew R. Juhl and visitors smell 
after three days.



By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu	

This year, the bright 
red, yellow, and blue mar-
quee at 221 E. Washing-
ton St. will flash for more 
than 300 performances — 
making it hard to believe 
the theater once went 60 
years without a live show.

The Englert Theater’s 
current success is because 
of its nonprofit status, 
which turns 10 years old 
this fall. The theater will 
celebrate this milestone 
with concerts, dinners, and 
a reflection on its history.

The Englert was opened 
as a vaudeville house in 
September 1912, replacing 
a local livery stable. Af-
ter several rocky decades 
including owners’ deaths 
and a fire, the Englert be-
came a movie theater be-
fore closing in 1999.

“At that time, the building 
was going to get taken over 
by a purchaser who wanted 
to turn it into a bar/night-
club,” said Andre Perry, the 
theater’s executive director. 
“That’s when the commu-
nity and city asked if they 
could better purpose the 
space for an arts nonprofit 
rather than having another 

bar or nightclub downtown.”
Thanks to a Save the 

Englert grass-roots cam-
paign, the theater reopened 
in 2004, garnering its new 
nonprofit status and once 
again hosting live shows.

Of course, the Englert 
will host its own series of 
commemorative events. 
Indie rock and R&B art-
ist Caroline Smith will 
perform at the theater 
on Oct. 24, and Iowa City 
musician Pieta Brown and 
Minneapolis indie-roots 
band the Pines will visit 
the theater in December.

Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
graduates Conor Hanick and 
Dora Malech will also pres-
ent a mash-up of literature 
and classic music on Oct. 25.

“We commissioned a se-
ries of poems from [Malech] 
on gratitude,” said Englert 
Development Director Katie 
Roche. “When we sat down 
to talk, we realized this 
10-year mark was coming 
at us and that gratitude was 
a great theme for all of this. 
We wouldn’t exist if people 
didn’t buy tickets and sup-
port the theater.”

Roche said the Englert 
appeals to more than Iowa 
City natives and UI alumni.

“I think we’ve become 

more of a regional attraction 
when we look at our ticket 
sales and even our donors,” 
she said. “We’re starting to 
reach well outside of Iowa. I 
think more people are look-
ing at Iowa City and think-
ing that it’s a fun place to 
come to for the weekend.”

The Englert has been able 
to spread its influence be-
yond the borders of the city 
and the state, arguably, far-
ther than any other theater 
in the Iowa City area.

Wallace Chappell, the 
former executive director of 
Hancher who recently re-
tired being as head of the 
Englert, said, “The Englert 
is completely on its own out-
side of its donors. It gets a 

good amount of money from 
the city and some from the 
Arts Council, but for the 
most part, it relies on those 
willing to donate.”

Perry said the community 
investment holds the En-
glert to a certain standard.

“Just having a mission is 
good and knowing at the end 
of that day that we’re serving 
people in the Iowa City ar-
ea,” he said. “We’re challeng-
ing them and making them 
happy. And [being nonprofit] 
really increases the diversity 
in programming, whether 
it’s stuff we’re putting on or 
if we’re the house for other 
people’s productions. It’s re-
ally varied and makes the 
job a lot of fun.”
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Englert Theater fêtes its rebirth

Photo illustration by Lexi Brunk
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‘Nerdcore’ rapper MC 
Chris returns

Though glasses and suspenders 
aren’t usually part of his stage attire, 
rapper MC Chris has been dubbed one of 
the founders of “nerdcore” — a genre of 
music combining rap with nerd culture. 

At 8 p.m. Friday, MC Chris is 
guaranteed to bring his signature geeky 
ways to Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington St., 
alongside opening acts MC Lars and 
Spose.

“[MC Chris] is absolutely the con-
noisseur of all things nerdy,” said Alex 
Beach, production manager and talent 
buyer for Kickstand Productions. “As a 
company, we’ve been working with him 
for over six years, and he always puts on 
a fantastic show.”

Yacht Club manager Pete McCarthy 
said this “fantastic show” continues to 
attract fans to MC Chris performances.

“MC Chris is different from a lot of 

artists because he definitely has a cult 
following,” McCarthy said. “I often see 
the same people at every show of his. 
He has a really solid fan base.”

Some of MC Chris’s most popular 
tracks focus on Boba Fett and Han Solo 
from Star Wars, pizza, Wii video games, 
and wizards.

MC Chris also differs from many 
musicians in that he does not focus 
solely on music but also participates in 
many other forms of art. He has been 
an animator on many shows on “Adult 
Swim” and has been a writer, actor, 
and even a producer for a brief period 
of time.

Opening act MC Lars is a Californian 
rapper and cartoonist, while Maine 
hip-hop artist Spose is best known 
for his self-deprecating 2009 hit “I’m 
Awesome.’

Doors will open at 7 p.m.; tickets for 
the performance cost $15.

— by Ashley Murphy

@DAILYIOWANARTS

COME AND FIND US 
ON TWITTER!
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By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

The color gray current-
ly dominates Theatre B 
in the University of Iowa 
Theatre Building. Gray 
cabinets, gray chairs, a 
gray table, and a gray 
couch cover the stage.

This set will house the UI 
Theatre Gallery Series pro-
duction Order Now, which 
will open at 8 p.m. today.

“The gray in the set shows 
the gray areas in Jack’s life,” 

said director Lesley Geffin-
ger. Geffinger is a third-year 
M.F.A. ascting student.  

Order Now depicts the 
life of Jack Manning, a man 
who recently returned from 
serving in SEAL Team Six. 
After being discharged, he 
moves in with his sister and 
her girlfriend and starts 
to struggle with insomnia. 
Through becoming insom-
niac, he begins watching 
infomercials throughout his 
sleepless nights. 

“My character serves as 

the comedic relief in the 
show,” senior Megan Henry 
said, who is playing Info-
mercial Girl. “She serves 
as the influence of media 
on our lives.” 

“The process has been 
wonderful,” said playwright 
Theresa Giacopasi about 
watching her play come 
to life onstage. She is a UI 
M.F.A. student.

Geffinger said she feels 
her collaboration with Gia-
copasi has been successful.

“She’s 100 percent giv-

en me the reins for di-
rection; however, she’s 
also been a huge support,” 
Geffinger said. “Theresa 
clearly loves this play, and 
she clearly has a piece of 
her heart in this play, and 
she gave me a piece of her 
heart to work with.” 

Geffinger has offered her 
actors a free, safe place to 
play with their characters. 

“As an actor, when me 
and my primary partner 
in the show got the mate-
rial on its feet, the charac-

ters came to life on their 
own,” Henry said. 

Geffinger and Giacopasi 
say they hope the audience 
will react positively.

“I hope the audience 
laughs and laughs and 
laughs at the infomer-
cials,” Giacopasi said. “Or, 
baring that, I hope they 
clap at the end.” 

As for the experience 
of working with the cast, 
Geffinger said they’ve acted 
as one since the beginning. 

“Since Day 1, I’ve called us 

Team Order Now,” Geffin-
ger said. “We’re a team, 
we’re one. Jack is from the 
Navy SEALS — they’re a 
team, they act as one. That’s 
what we do.” 

Into the grayness of infomercial world

Order Now
When: 8 p.m. today through 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Oct. 19
Where: Theater Building Theater B
Admission: Free for students, $5 
for public
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The sound is going to be 
very diverse.”

But the biggest tool 
in communicating each 
piece’s “rich themes,” de 
la Peña said, is in the nu-
anced body language of the 
dancers. 

“You won’t see anything 
cliché,” de la Peña said. “…
We explore deeper mean-
ings of movement and the 
human condition. My hope 
is that the audience will be 
provoked to discuss what 
they experienced at length 
and that they leave with 
memorable movement im-
ages and ideas.”

Melanie Swihart, a 
second-year UI graduate 
student, dance instruc-
tor, and Gala performer, 
said she wants every-
one who attends to take 
something personal away 
from the show.

“I don’t ever want to tell 
people what they should feel 
or how they should experi-
ence something,” she said. 
“But it’d be great just for peo-
ple to experience something 
new — to leave thinking ‘that 
was different’ or just to feel 
something. Whether that is 
in a positive light or negative. 
If they felt something — if it 
created something in them or 
made them think of a memo-
ry, then I think as performers 
and choreographers that we 
all did our job.”	

Each year, Dance Gala 
gets revamped with fresh 
choreography from special 
guest artists. This year it 
features work by Nicholas 
Leichter and Esther Bak-
er-Tarpaga. Leichter has 
performed in more than 50 
cities and 12 countries. Bak-
er-Tarpaga, a Grant Wood 
Art Fellow 2013-14, part-
nered with the department 
last year and has returned 
to choreograph for Gala.

The show includes “Five 
Rejections 
and a Fu-
neral,” by 
A d a m s , 
“When Co-
lour Aligns,” 
by Leichter, 
“Riding Mad Horses,” by 
Jennifer Kayle, “De Antô-
nio, de Brincante e Vira 
mundo,” by Duarte, and 
“hands up DIS/UNITY — 
make this not us against 
them,” by Baker-Tarpaga.

The piece “Five Re-
jections and a Funeral,”  
takes a deep look into the 
struggles of being an em-
ployee in the world today. 
It uses humor to represent 
the concepts of rejection 
and adversity. 

Dance Professor Arman-
do Duarte, who is from 
Brazil and is the produc-
tion supervisor, choreo-
graphed the movement for 
“De Antônio, de Brincante 
e Vira mundo.” The piece is 
based on the Frevo, a type 
of music and dance culture 
popular in Pernambuco in 
northeastern Brazil.

“[Being a part of Dance 
Gala] has been wonder-
ful,” Duarte said. “It’s 
become a tradition of the 
arts in Iowa City and 
in the Midwest, and it 

changes every year.”
“Hands up DIS/UNI-

TY — make this not us 
against them” promises to 
be the most risqué of the 
performances, bearing the 
disclaimer “contains adult 
content and partial nudi-
ty.” Baker-Tarpaga also re-
quested the set and scenery 
to be changed during inter-
mission — a new feature 
for Gala — so audience 
members will be able to 
walk around and view dif-
ferent aspects of the work.

Duarte said it excites 
him to continue to see such 
an impressive turnout for 
Dance Gala.

“We’re still building an 
audience with dance,” he 
said. “Now, we compete 
with technology — why 
would people leave home 

to see a live performance 
of something? Everything’s 
within the click of a button, 
and information is passed 
by so fast. So it’s a privilege 
when people come to enjoy 
a live experience.”

The journey to success for 
Dance Gala did not come 
without setbacks. The 2008 
flood destroyed Hancher, 
in which the Dance De-
partment performances, 
including Gala, had been 
produced. Dance Gala has 
taken place in Space/Place 
for the last five years.

Adams said there are 
pros and cons in having to 
change locations.

“[Hancher] was such an 
exciting space to be in — 
this formal and beautiful 
theater,” she said. “The 
interesting thing about 
that is that in Hancher, 
we could only perform two 
nights. Even though it 
was on this big and beau-
tiful stage, and a lot more 
people were there each 
night, now those audienc-

es are spread over eight 
nights. The dancers get to 
perform more, so there’s 
good and bad. We’ll move 
back to Hancher in 2016, 
and I think we’re one of 
the first departments or 
performances that’ll be 
taking place there when it 
reopens.”

Duarte said the North 
Hall venue adds a time 
crunch as well.

“The challenge is collabo-
rating with the production 
team,” he said. “Because of 
circumstances with dates 
and other productions, [Ga-
la] has been moved a month 
earlier. That presents a lot 
of challenge. You have to be 
sharp, and you have to deliv-
er work that keeps up with 
the quality of Dance Gala.”

Gala performers said 
they are 
just as 
t h r i l l e d 
about open-
ing night as 
the faculty. 
A smile on 

her face, Swihart said she 
is excited by the struggles 
of the many rehearsals 
and hard work necessary 
to be a part of the show.

“It’s always nice to 
hear the audience’s re-
action and what they 
left with, although that’s 
not a determining fac-
tor on how I necessarily 
feel about the work,” she 
said. “There’s this sense 
of excitement. It’s like a 
challenge each night — 
not to perform better but 
to make it new again.”

DANCE GALA
CONTINUED FROM 1B

UI dancers perform “Riding Mad Horses,” choreographed by Jennifer Kayle, on 
Wednesday in Space/Place. Dance Gala will run today through Oct. 19 and Oct. 23-25. 
(The Daily Iowan/Lexi Brunk)

‘You won’t see anything cliché … We explore deeper 
meanings of movement and the human condition.’ 

— George de la Peña, dance associate professor

Finding a wide spectrum
By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

The University of Io-
wa will celebrate LGBTQ 
History Month by show-
casing a colorful culture 
that many have heard 
of but few have seen for 
themselves: drag. 

Spectrum UI — former-
ly the UI Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual, Transgender, and 
Allied Union — will host 
the 10th-an-
nual Drag 
Ball with the 
hope of mak-
ing this year 
the best yet.

The Drag 
Ball will 
take place at 
9 p.m. Friday 
in the IMU Second-Floor 
Ballroom, featuring both 
professional and amateur 
drag performers. Audi-
ence members are also 
encouraged to wear Hal-
loween costumes.

Spectrum UI execu-
tive board member Kris-
tin Luensmann said the 
event showcases a classic 
aspect of gay culture.

“I think this event 
is important  for 
the  LGBTQ  community 
in Iowa City and on the 
University of Iowa cam-
pus,” Luensmann said. 
“It allows  people to  ex-
perience  something that 
has long been associated 
with the LGBTQ commu-
nity — the drag show — 
in a safe  and welcoming 
environment.”

Luensmann said the 
Drag Ball is also an im-
portant social event for 
students, with nearly 
200 people attending in 
years past.

“It allows LGBTQ-iden-
tified or questioning in-
dividuals to  mingle and 
make new friends,” she 
said. “Individuals would 

benefit from this by hav-
ing somewhere safe that 
LGBTQ individuals and 
allies can mingle and 
have a good time with 
other like-minded or sim-
ilarly identified individu-
als while having the op-
portunity to enjoy a free 
performance.”

Though many college 
students are unfamiliar 
with drag culture, Spec-
trum UI executive board 

member Chloe Cable said 
the Drag Ball will provide 
an inclusive and educa-
tional environment.

“It’s a fun cultural thing 
to experience,” she said. 
“Besides the experience 
of seeing performers, Iowa 
City is a very accepting 
area, and having a dance 
this popular that involves 
drag just proves how ac-
cepting Iowa City is. It 
shows that people really 
support the LGBT com-
munity here in Iowa City.”

Spectrum UI executive 
board member Sarah 
Towles said drag offers a 
chance for self-expression 
through costume and per-
formances.

“People are putting on 
a new face or a different 
gender, and they’re hav-
ing fun with it,” Towles 
said. “I think of drag as a 
way that people can alter 
their gender expression 
without altering their 
gender identity. Drag is 
a fun way for people to 
be aware of what aspects 
other genders perform on 
a daily basis … Men usu-
ally don’t experience the 

efforts taken by women 
to perform that gender 
through their clothing, 
and it gives them a less 
dangerous and less judg-
mental outlet to do so.”

The Drag Ball will not 
only act as a safe environ-
ment for LGBT-identify-
ing individuals but those 
questioning their sexual-
ity or gender identity as 
well, said Spectrum UI 
secretary Julia Fahr.

“I be-
lieve that 
this event 
can sup-
port  ques-
tioning and 
identifying 
individuals 
alike,” Fahr 
said. “It chal-

lenges the process of what 
society expects, as drag 
shows and an event such 
as  Drag  Ball are not ex-
actly an everyday thing 
to the general population. 
I also believe that the 
event  allows all individ-
uals a perspective they 
might not otherwise have, 
and for those question-
ing, it may allow them to 
explore another facet of 
their identity.”

‘It allows people to experience something 
that has long been associated with the LGBTQ 

community — the drag show — in a safe 
and welcoming environment.’

— Kristin Luensmann, Spectrum UI executive board member

Dance Gala
When: 8 p.m. today-Saturday 
and Oct. 23-25, 2 p.m. Oct. 19
Where: Space/Place
Admission: $10-$20, $5 for 
students with IDs
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