
By NICK MOFFITT
nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

Iowa City resident Judy Howard re-
members swaying to old records along-
side friends in the old Sabin Elementary 
School gym.

“In the late-50s, things were still 
‘happy days,’ ” she said. “We would go 
to the gymnasium, and they would play 
records and occasionally have a garage 
band there.”

The school, which holds a lot of fond 
memories for Howard, as well as many 
others in Iowa City, will be demolished 
after the completion of the new MidWe-
stOne Loan Center in the spring and 
summer of 2015.

At present, Sabin stands as a monu-
ment of Iowa City’s launch into the mod-
ern era early in the 1900s, said Mike 
Haverkamp, an employee who works in 
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Political posters and newspaper articles are displayed at the Hamburg Inn on Wednesday. Its coffee-bean jars are a way for community members to show their support for a certain party. (The Daily Iowan/Lauren Muth)

By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

In the early morning hours of May 18, Dave Panther 
received word that the 1950s diner that he had pur-
chased from his parents, Fritz and Fran, in 1979, had 
smoke billowing out from its basement for the second 
time in 10 years. 

The fire — which shuttered Hamburg Inn No. 2 for 
nearly the entire summer and caused approximately 

$200,000 in damages and resulting repairs — broke out 
five months before the upcoming November election. 

The months and days leading up to November serve 
a crucial date for the restaurant that has served as a 
political breeding ground for senators, governors, and 
presidents for decades. 

From John Edwards, Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum, 
and Michele Bachmann — all once presidential-nomi-
nation hopefuls — to former Presidents Bill Clinton and 
Ronald Reagan and then-Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., 

they’ve all shook hands with Iowa voters here, while 
sometimes sitting down at a wooden booth to dine on a 
slice of Americana pie, a piece of meatloaf, or an omelet. 

The fire and resulting closure curtailed political ap-
pearances at the restaurant, Panther said.

That’s all expected to change at 1:30 p.m. today when 
the “Burg” will host its first political powerhouse meet-
up following the fire. 

Many memories in Sabin building

The inside of MidwestOne’s loan center is seen on Wednesday. MidwestOne moved its center to the historical Sabin Elementary, 
which is scheduled to be torn down in the near future. (The Daily Iowan/Rachael Westergard)

SEE HAMBURG, 3A

SEE SABIN, 3A

Peace Corps 
simplifies 
applications
By ERICA MAHONEY
erica-mahoney@uiowa.edu

Nicky Fish graduated from the 
University of Iowa this past spring 
— but has to wait almost a year to 
depart on her new journey with the 
Peace Corps.

Fish said one of the most difficult 
aspects of process was the application.

“It probably took me about two 
months to get through,” Fish said. 
“Honestly though, the hardest part 
is all the waiting. By the time I 

SEE PEACE CORPS, 3A

Hamburg Inn will welcome a slew of candidates this afternoon for the first time since a May fire that kept politicians and 
diners out for several months.

WILLKOMMEN IN IOWA CITY
THE NORTHSIDE OKTOBERFEST GREETS FALL WITH FOOD, GAMES, 
AND PLENTY OF BEER. 80 HOURS.



By LAUREN COFFEY
lauren-n-coffey@uiowa.edu

Education and econo-
my issues took center stage 
Wednesday night when U.S. 
House hopeful Pat Murphy, 
a Democrat from Dubuque, 
campaigned with someone he 
hopes to serve with in the next 
session of Congress.

Murphy and Rep. Dave 
Loebsack, D-Iowa, are run-
ning for Congress in the 1st 
and 2nd Congressional Dis-
tricts, respectively. They vis-
ited Bob’s Your Uncle, 2208 
N. Dodge St., Wednesday 
night to a speak to a room 
full of Democrats who sup-
port their campaigns.

Murphy, a businessman 
and former state speaker of 
the House, is running against 
Republican Rod Blum. They 
are vying for Rep. Bruce Bra-
ley’s congressional seat; he is 
running for the U.S. Senate.

Murphy said he visited Io-
wa City despite its not being in 
his district because college af-
fordability is a large issue and 
something he hopes to solve. 

“During the four years I 
was speaker of the House, tu-
ition went up 2 and 4 percent, 
and now they actually have 
some freezes,” he said. “So it’s 
worked out pretty good, but 
along with that, we looked 
at STEM [education] re-
search and increase that. So 
because of the work I’ve had 
with the University of Iowa 
and different groups here in 
the community, it was natu-
ral to have this event.”

He visited the University 
of Northern Iowa campus 
last week to also address col-
lege-tuition issues and met 
with Iowa State University 
President Steve Leath on 
Tuesday. 

Along with education, 
Murphy said he believes the 
biggest issue that faces not 
only the 1st District but also 
the rest of the nation is the 
economy. 

Murphy is a proponent of 
raising the minimum wage 
to $10.10 an hour, and both 
he and Loebsack are largely 
focusing on the middle class. 

“A big part is still the econ-
omy; we’ve done very well 
through this last recession, 
but bottom line is focusing 
on high-tech, high-quality 
jobs,” he said. “We need to be 
focusing on advanced man-
ufacturing and focus on the 
things that grow the econo-
my, like having companies 
like Google, Facebook, and 
IBM in the state.”

Loebsack jokingly said the 
House now needs a second 
Patrick Murphy — there is a 
congressman from Florida by 
the same name. 

“Once we get Patrick Mur-
phy from Dubuque, we’ll have 
two in the House who will do 
a great job,” Loebsack said. 
“He has worked so hard, and 
we’ll need him because we’re 
going to lose Bruce [Braley]. 
Pat’s been working on things 
in the state level for a while, 
and he not only has the head 
but the heart too.” 

And while the two candi-

dates spoke on the economy, 
Murphy and Loebsack sup-
porters were focusing on a big-
ger issue of the environment. 

“I support all Democrats in 
the state of Iowa,” said Bar-
bara Schlachtec, who is part 
of the Iowa City group 100 
Grannies. “I think the party 
is much more concerned and 
aware of the environment, 
even if they don’t always talk 
about it. But I know if I vote 
for him, it will be a vote in the 
right way.”

Johnson County County 
Attorney Janet Lyness was 
also in attendance to show 
support for Loebsack and 
Murphy, and she was im-
pressed with both their ef-
forts to help the middle class. 

“They really want to raise 
the middle class and offer a 
good quality of living,” she 
said. “They just want to help 
the disadvantaged, and I 

think voters will respond to 
that.”

As the election nears, Mur-
phy said despite the poll num-
bers, he is aware anything can 
happen, and he will keep cam-
paigning until the final day.

Blum has campaigned in 
recent weeks with Gov. Terry 
Branstad as well as potential 
2016 GOP presidential candi-
date Ben Carson.

The most recent poll from 
Loras College has Murphy 
leading Blum by 2 percent.

“I’m not worried about 
polls; people could go out and 
vote tomorrow,” he said. “Our 
goal is to get as many people 
as possible but anything can 
happen. I’ve done this for 25 
years, so I know what can 
happen. I’m going to focus on 
tomorrow — we’re doing a big 
‘Get Out the Vote’ in Dubuque 
so that’s going to continue to 
be a push.”
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LILY THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER

Lily the golden retriever is shown near historic Sabin Elementary on Wednesday. Sabin will be torn down when MidWestOne’s new facility is completed nearby. (The Daily 
Iowan/Rachael Westergard) 

Pat Murphy, a member of the Iowa House of Representatives, speaks in Bob’s Your 
Uncle Pizza Cafè in Iowa City Wednesday. Murphy met with supporters over pizza and 
was given vocal support from Rep. Dave Loebsack about replacing Rep. Bruce Braley. 
(The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

By CASSIDY RILEY
cassidy-riley@uiowa.edu

 With more Democrats 
serving in the U.S. House, 
the party will garner more 
leverage in negotiations for 
the next session of Congress, 
says Iowa’s 2nd Congressio-
nal District representative. 

 Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Io-
wa, campaigned at Bob’s 
Your Uncle, 2208 N. Dodge 
St., on Wednesday evening 
with Pat Murphy, the Dem-
ocratic candidate vying to 
replace Rep. Bruce Braley, 
D-Iowa, for Iowa’s 1st Con-
gressional District. 

 Loebsack stressed the 
need to elect more Demo-
crats to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

 “What a great addition 
he’s going to be to the U.S. 
House and we’re going to 
need him because we’re go-
ing to lose Bruce,” Loebsack 
said to a room of Democratic 
supporters.  In an interview 
with The Daily Iowan at the 
event on Wednesday, the con-
gressman said even if Dem-
ocrats don’t take control of 

the U.S. House this year, the 
more Democrats they have, 
the more Republicans will 
feel compelled to negotiate 
with them and accomplish 
national goals. 

“Their majority is so large 
now, and the tea-party fac-
tion of it is really in control 
of the show,” Loebsack said, 
referring to House Republi-
cans. 

The four-term congress-
man also encouraged Demo-
crats in attendance to get out 
and vote this election cycle. 

“This is about making sure 
we get folks out to the polls 
because you all know that in 
these midterm elections it’s 
harder to get Democrats out 
than it is to get Republicans 
out,” he said. “It just is.” 

Loebsack said Democrats 
need to vote because they 
fall on what he considers to 
be the right side of the issues 
— such as raising the mini-
mum wage and closing tax 
loopholes that incentivize 
businesses to move business-
es overseas. 

However, Keegan Con-
way, communications direc-

tor for Murphy’s opponent’s 
campaign, Rod Blum, said 
raising the 
m i n i m u m 
wage at the 
federal level 
could cost 
jobs. 

“Rod be-
lieves Io-
wans and 
the Iowa 
state Legis-
lature should decide what Io-
wa’s minimum wage should 
be,” he said in an email state-
ment. 

Conway also said, despite 
Loebsack’s claim, Blum —  a 
Republican — also supports 
closing tax loopholes along 
with creating incentives for 
corporations to create jobs in 
America. 

Several in attendance of 
the event said they were 
strong supporters of both 
Loebsack and Murphy. 

“I think the key in both 
races is who do we want 
setting the agenda in Wash-
ington,” Coralville resident 
Charles Krogmeier said.  
Loebsack’s and Murphy’s 

challengers, Republicans 
Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
and Blum, have campaigned 
or will campaign with Gov. 
Terry Branstad and other 
members of the Republican 
Party. 

Blum toured eastern Iowa 
with the governor on Tues-
day, and Miller-Meeks will 
appear alongside Branstad 
today at the Hamburg Inn. 
Branstad is encouraging 
Johnson County voters and 
others throughout the state 
to vote for Republicans.

Republicans currently 
hold the majority in the U.S. 
House and are expected to 
maintain control of it for 
the duration of President 
Obama’s second term.

Among the locals in at-
tendance at Wednesday’s 
event were several Johnson 
County Democrats — in-
cluding Sen. Bob Dvorsky, 
D-Coralville, Johnson Coun-
ty Auditor Travis Weipert, 
and Johnson County County 
Attorney Janet Lyness.

Lyness said both candi-
dates are worth supporting 
this November. 

Loebsack pushes Dem turnout

Murphy zeros in on education

Loebsack
Representative
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But an event that origi-
nated with Panther calling 
up officials such as Gov. 
Terry Branstad, 2nd Con-
gressional District can-
didate Mariannette Mill-
er-Meeks, and U.S. Senate 
candidate Joni Ernst has 
spiraled into a much larg-
er occasion, he said. 

Among those also in at-
tendance today will be the 
face of national GOP lead-
ership: Republican Nation-
al Committee Chairman 
Reince Priebus, which The 
Daily Iowan first reported 
on Wednesday. 

Priebus will accompa-
ny Branstad, Lt. Gov. Kim 
Reynolds, Ernst, state 
treasurer candidate Sam 
Clovis, State Auditor Mary 
Mosiman, state Rep. Bob-
by Kaufmann, Johnson 
County Supervisor John 
Etheredge, and U.S. House 
hopefuls David Young and 
Mariannette Miller-Meeks.

“Having such a large 
turnout of Republicans, 
especially for a Johnson 
County location as far as 
a media event goes, it’s 
huge,” Panther said. “To 
have the Republican Na-
tional chairman coming 
through, it can only help 
to give this location some 
credibility as a place to 
stop by.” 

The Republican ticket 
campaign jaunt is a part 
of the diner’s Coffee Bean 
Caucus, Branstad cam-
paign officials announced 
last weekend.

During the Iowa cau-
cuses, candidates seeking 
a presidential bid meet 
caucus-goers. Guests are 
given a coffee bean to drop 
into the jar of their choice 
candidate.

Political analysts, strat-
egists and campaigns have 
eyed the tradition for sev-
eral years particularly be-
cause of the sheer variety 
of political visits that have 
enveloped the diner space.

Prior to the 2008 presi-
dential campaign season, 
the status quo was for Pan-

ther to reach out to cam-
paign operatives to snag 
politicians. Now, they’re 
more often calling him, an 
indication of the restau-
rant’s political weight. 

Jim Leach, a UI visit-
ing professor of political 
science and former mem-
ber of Congress, said the 
Republican visit today is 
proof that the diner hasn’t 
lost its political luster. 

Leach shied away from 
the notion that today’s Re-
publican-heavy visit is a 
“last ditch” effort to drum 
up support for voters in a 
liberal pocket of the state.

“Hamburg Inn symbol-
izes community, and there 
is a political charm to 
that,” he said, noting that 

it’s an appropriate and 
confident step by the party 
to visit the area. 

Leach said today’s ap-
pearance is a far cry from 
when Reagan pulled up to 
the diner in 1992 follow-
ing a public appearance in 
nearby West Branch. 

“He basically went to 
be along with a memory,” 
he said. “It was an event 
of no intent to seek sup-
port of anything. It was to 
resurrect a memory and 
to enjoy apple pie and ice 
cream.” 

Even before the near-
ly one dozen Republicans 
walk through the diner’s 
doors, Panther is already 
putting an eye to future 
politicking endeavors. 

Miller-Meeks’s Demo-
cratic opponent, incum-
bent Dave Loebsack, will 
headline a meet-and-greet 
with local voters on Oct. 
2, and the restaurant al-
so would like to see Bruce 
Braley appear, Panther 
said. 

While he hasn’t yet been 
in contact with the laun-
dry list of potential 2016 
presidential contenders, 
Panther confessed that 
there’s at least one on his 
mind: a headliner at the 
37th and final Harkin 
Steak Fry. 

“We’re hoping we can 
get her to drop in,” he said 
about former Secretary of 
State and first lady Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton.

HAMBURG
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

staff development for the 
Iowa City School District.

“Schools are the anchor 
of our neighborhood,” he 
said. ”People attach a lot 
of importance to it.”

Haverkamp said he 
worked in the Sabin 
building and, as a former 
president of the Friends 
for Historic Preservation, 
knows quite a bit about 
the school.

He said from when the 
building opened in 1918 
to the time it closed in 

1979, the elementary-age 
population declined be-
cause of the expansion 
of business and college 
rentals in the area. 

Although the building 
is no longer owned by the 
School District and will 
be demolished at the com-
pletion of the new MidWe-
stOne building adjacent to 
it, it holds memories far 
and wide of students and 
community members. 

From the building, ac-
cording to a memoran-
dum of agreement with 
multiple agencies includ-
ing the University of Io-
wa, the city of Iowa City 
and FEMA, parts of the 

school will be saved and 
put in a new park the 
city is planning to build 
in the Riverfront Cross-
ings District.

From 1979 until the 
district moved to its new 
building on North Dodge 
Street, the former school 
served as the administra-
tion building. 

The school was con-
structed in 1917-1918 
as part of a bond refer-
endum that added four 
new elementary schools 
to replace the previous 
grammar schools that 
had existed. 

The State Historical 
Society of Iowa released 

a report that stated the 
significant of the school 
related to the demolition, 
saying the building could 
have potentially qualified 
as a National Register 
building.

Jeff Schabilion, a direc-
tor for the Friends for His-
toric Preservation, said 
the history of schools in 
Iowa City is being lost.

“They were part of a 
system of neighborhoods 
where things literally re-
volved around the school,” 
he said.

Schabilion also said the 
city stands to lose a lot 
by leaving that system of 
community.

Haverkamp said that 
the importance of the 
building is located in the 

fact that it is a public 
space, saying that every-
one in the area went to 
school and remembers 
their school days. 

He said that sometimes 
as we progress forward, 
we lose a lot of the history 
around us. 

“It’s always regretful to 
see a good historic build-
ing go down,” he said.

SABIN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

leave, it will have been a 
little over a year since I 
first applied, which is a 
pretty average timeline, 
but it is hard to work 
your life around.”

However, the Peace 
Corps has incorporated 
new changes into its ap-
plication process this past 
summer, and it is now 
making it easier for indi-
viduals who are interested 
in joining the organization 
to apply.

Heather Mangan, a 
Peace Corps public-affairs 
specialist, said officials 
took an eight-hour appli-
cation process and simpli-
fied it enough so an appli-
cant can do it in one hour.

In addition, candidates 
can also choose the areas 
they would like to serve, 
as well as what job they 
would like to do.

“The process is a lot 
more transparent now,” 
Mangan said. “It tells you 
the exact dates — you 
know when to apply by, 
when you’ll know if you’ve 
been accepted, and when 
you would leave.”

Although the final ap-
plication numbers for this 
year won’t be released un-
til next month, Mangan 
said the Peace Corps has 
seen an increase across 
the country.

“We’ve already seen a 
spike in our application 
numbers, and we’re expect-
ing to exceed pervious years’ 
application numbers,” Man-
gan said. “It’s kind of across 
the board; pretty much ev-
erybody in all of our regions 
has been pushing more 
numbers forward.”

There are 22 volunteers 
from the University of Io-
wa serving in the Peace 
Corps, and there have 
been 646 UI volunteers 
since the organization was 
formed in 1961.

Shira Kramer, Peace 
Corps press director, said 
the changes to the applica-
tion process were necessary.

“The Peace Corps is 
modernizing its process 
to keep up with a rapidly 
changing world,” Kramer 
said. “We are revitalizing 
our recruitment and out-
reach to remain compet-
itive and recruit the best 
and brightest our country 
has to offer.”

Kramer said the pre-
vious application process 
was costing the organi-
zation strong applicants 
who were thrown off by its 
lengthiness.

“We were also losing a 
lot of great candidates be-
cause of a less-than-ideal 
process, and we don’t want 
that anymore,” she said. 
“We want volunteering 
with the Peace Corps to 
be more accessible, and we 
don’t want applicants to be 
deterred by eight-hour-ap-
plications, massive uncer-
tainty, and an endless se-
lection process.”

Kramer said over the 
past decade, the Peace 
Corps has received an av-
erage of more than 12,000 
applications per year, and 
more recently, the interest 
in volunteering has been 
growing.

“The response to our 

application reforms since 
our announcement this 
summer has been tremen-
dous,” she said. 

Fish said although the 
long application process can 
be demanding, she under-
stands the logic behind it.

“It’s easy to get exhaust-
ed with all the steps, but I 
try not to forget that this is 
not your average job, and 
they need to make sure 
you’re prepared for what 
the next two years are go-
ing to bring,” she said.

PEACE CORPS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

Osgerby is studying 
abroad at City University in 
Londan, England

As I rode the lift down 
from the Heathrow termi-
nal to the London Under-
ground for the first time, I 
was crowded into a small 
elevator with my one bag of 
luggage and messenger bag. 
Among the dozen people, I 
heard three foreign languag-
es. I could recognize one as 
some sort of Serbo-Croatian.

Despite our language 
barriers, there was one 
thing I knew that was on 
each of our minds: get to the 
Picadilly platform before 
everyone else. Precious seats 
with additional luggage 
space next to exit doors were 
at a premium.

We were all prepared for 
the hour-or-so long ride into 
Central London to avoid ex-
orbitant “express” taxi fares 
— a calculated decision. 

It was inevitable when we 
reached ‘Zone 1’ on the train 
ride, our bodies would be so 
uncomfortably close that we 
were no longer just acquain-
tances with the neighbors 
beside us.

I was en route from 
Heathrow to the King’s 
Cross-St. Pancras station, a 
major Underground station 
connecting six different rail 
lines as well as linking to 
numerous National Railway 
services.

In 1897, the London 
Underground was the first 
officially opened subway 
metro in the world, and it 
is the 12th most frequently 
used in the world. Locals 
colloquially call it ‘The 
Tube.”

Over 3 million passengers 
use the massive subway 
system on a daily basis, 
consisting of 11 rail lines op-
erating within nine different 
Zones. The innermost zone, 
Zone 1, facilitates within 
what is known as The City 
of London.

On July 7, 2005, the day 
after it was announced that 
London would host the 2012 
Summer Olympics, Islamic 
extremists coordinated four 
attacks on the city’s public 
transportation network. 
Three bombs detonated in 
the Underground, and one 
on a bus.

Fifty six people were 
killed and approximately 
700 were injured on what is 
now called “7/7.” The three 
Underground bombings oc-
curred within eight minutes 
of leaving the King’s Cross 
St.-Pancras tube station, 
which is two blocks away 
from my residence hall.

Breathing room in the 
train car seemed to become 
more and more constricted 
as the train my stop neared. 
I kept thinking of the mixed 
messages from friends 
and family in response to 
the UK’s rise in the terror 
threat level from “substan-
tial” to “severe,” the second 
highest ranking of five, 
during the weeks leading to 
my departure.

“Don’t ride the tube too 
often.”

“It’s just fear-mongering 
politics.”

The difference recog-
nized between the “severe” 
and “critical” ranking is 
that UK intelligence be-
lieves there is substantial 
evidence for an imminent 
attack. Prime Minister 
David Cameron stated on 
Aug. 29th that the increase 
in the threat level was a 
response to over 500 people 
leaving the country to fight 
alongside the ISIS. 

In the past month, 
Australia has also raised its 
terror threat level. However, 
the United States has not 
despite increased militariza-
tion in the Middle East.

UK officials have only 
raised to the “critical” level 
twice: once in 2006 when liq-
uid bombs were discovered 
at airliners, and in 2007 
where extremists attempt-
ed to bomb London’s West 
End and a Glasgow airport. 
During the 7/7 bombings, 
the UK’s Terror Threat level 
was not made public.

Civic tragedies seem 
to inevitably lead peo-
ple and pundits alike to 
question our faith in the 
government, and some-
times even neighbors. Yet, 
after a period of grief and 
distillation (and perhaps 
out of necessity) those liv-
ing in globally influential 
cities must return their 
daily routines.

Now, as I continue to ride 
the tube from King’s Cross-
St. Pancras every day, these 
anxieties are pushed to the 
back of my mind.
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With a host of domestic- and foreign-pol-
icy issues crowding into the public con-
sciousness, one has largely remained 

unnoticed in the past few years: obesity. But with 
a new initiative, that could change. 

At the Clinton Global Initiative annual meeting 
held Tuesday, some of the world’s top producers of 
soft drinks promised a 20 percent reduction in the 
number of calories in their products by 2025. 

In attendance at the meeting was the trade 
union American Beverage Association, composed 
of big-name beverage companies such as Coca-Cola 
and Pepsi, and the Alliance for a Healthier Gener-
ation (an organization that focuses on child health 
and fighting obesity). The talks between the two 
resulted in a plan to reduce the number of calories 
in their products alongside initiatives to promote 
nutritional education and healthier alternatives 
among targeted communities. 

This is welcome news, because the nation’s 
health is still a cause of concern for many. Great 
effort has been made to combat obesity in the na-
tion, which has seen an overall rise in past years. 
Initiatives such as Let’s Move, spearheaded by 
first lady Michelle Obama, encourages a culture 
of healthy eating and physical activity among the 
youth. Across the nation, the imperative nature 
of this issue has become widespread with school 
systems, government agencies, and communities 
rallying to combat obesity.

Despite efforts such as having public schools 

serve healthier food and an increased emphasis on 
dietary awareness, the nation has not seen a real 
decline in the number of people considered obese. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the U.S. obesity rate is 34.9 percent 
of the population, approximately 111.68 million 
people. In Iowa specifically, the rate of adult obe-
sity has risen from 23.4 percent in 2004 to 31.3 
percent in 2013 according to the State of Obesity. 
Looking at these statistics from a global perspec-
tive, in which the overall obesity rate of the world 
is almost twice as much as it was 30 years ago, can 
make them look even more grim.

Reducing these numbers requires not only the en-
hanced efforts of programs and initiatives from people 
such as Michelle Obama but cooperation with large 
companies to help the combat the issue together. 

A problem as large this cannot be blamed sole-
ly on the actions or products of food and beverage 
corporations even if they do shoulder some of the 
blame. A reform of not only the products being pro-
duced but also the culture of consumption is neces-
sary. That said, the steps being taken by the Amer-
ican Beverage Association are ones that should be 
applauded and reproduced by other corporations in 
a similar position. Legislation can be used to force 
the hands of large corporations into instituting 
change, but that will only go so far. True progress 
will come when the conscious efforts of all parties 
involved in the epidemic of obesity that plagues 
the nation come together to find a solution. 
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COLUMN

“The union of one 
man and one woman 
must be upheld as the 
national standard,” 
reads the official stance 
of the Republican Par-
ty, according to CNN. 
Or at least, that’s what 
it reads for now.

Gay conservatives 
working with the 
nonpartisan advocacy 
group Young Conserva-
tives for the Freedom 
to Marry hope to have 
the wording of the par-
ty’s platform changed 
by the 2016 Republican 
National Convention 
to a more open, and 
accepting, phrase.

This would be the 
best thing to happen to 
the Republican Party 
since Ronald Reagan 
took every Electoral 
College vote except for 
those of Minnesota and 
Washington, D.C.

According to the 
CNN article from last 
weekend, a New York 
Times public opinion 
poll showed that 40 
percent of Republi-
cans and 56 percent of 
Republicans under the 
age of 45 support same-
sex marriage.

But 40 percent of 
the Republican Party 
is less than a majori-
ty and would seem to 
indicate that leaving 
the party platform 
as is would result in 
stronger support from 
its base. However, if 
you dig a little deeper, 
there is a more import-
ant trend going on.

According to a Gallup 
Poll conducted in May, 
same-sex marriage sup-
port reached an all-time 
high of 55 percent. What 
is startling, however, it 
the percentage of those in 
the 18-29 years demo-
graphic that believes 
same-sex marriage should 
be legal: 78 percent.

That’s incredible. The 
same poll from 1996 
had support from this 
group at just 41 per-
cent — a 37 percent-
age-point swing and 

one that should be the 
writing on the wall for 
the Republican Party.

For the majority of 
my life (only two years 
of which I have been 
legally able to vote), I 
have considered myself 
a moderate. The prob-
lem is, like many people 
in my generation, social 
issues are very import-
ant to me, which often 
pushes me to favor the 
Democratic candidate.

It would appear that 
I’m not alone. Accord-
ing to another Gallup 
Poll, until the age of 44, 
reported party affilia-
tions consistently favor 
Democrats over Repub-
licans. In fact, they fa-
vor Democrats so much 
so that between the 
ages of 18 and 29, the 
lowest percentage-point 
difference between 
the two parties is 10, 
while the highest is an 
impressive 18.

While I often agree 
with the conservative 
viewpoints on economy 
and government-funded 
organizations and pro-
grams, I have difficulty 
backing the Republican 
Party whose official 

view does not allow for 
same-sex marriage.

The preamble of the 
GOP platform includes 
the following statement: 
“This platform affirms 
that America has 
always been a place of 
grand dreams and even 
grander realities, and 
so it will be again, if we 
return government to 
its proper role, making 
it smaller and smarter.”

Interesting.
I’ve always found 

it rather ironic that a 
platform headlined by 
decreasing the size of 
government (an idea of 
which I am quite fond) 
also preaches that mar-
riage be controlled and 
limited to only a man 
and a woman.

Should this advo-
cacy group succeed in 
changing the official 
stance on gay marriage 
of the GOP, it would be 
a huge leap forward for 
the party and would 
push it one step closer 
to gaining a larger 
portion of the younger 
demographic, a push 
that may prove critical 
in the next presidential 
election. 

At this point, further 
discussing the poor 
track records, short-
comings, rhetorical 
flops, bad attendance, 
and general sloppiness 
of Iowa Sen. Joni Ernst 
and Rep. Bruce Bra-
ley, D.-Iowa, as they 
battle for the spot on 
the U.S. Senate would 
be like beating a dead 
horse with a fistful of 
spaghetti: useless and 
messy. Instead, I’m 
going to explain how a 
toaster oven that I pur-
chased at Walmart for 
$14.99 in 2009 has been 
nothing short of honest, 
reliable, hard-working, 
and useful to my fam-
ily over these last five 
years. 

Most surprising 
about the toaster oven 
is that it made itself 

available in a very 
unassuming manner. It 
didn’t spend millions of 
dollars to show itself off 
on TV and make false 
promises. It didn’t lie 
about who it was, or 
allow political commit-
tees to speak poorly 
of other toaster ovens. 
Standing in the store, 
my decision to purchase 
it was an easy one. I 
knew exactly what I 
was getting. It didn’t 
deceive me. 

What it did do was 
work for me. I could set 
both the temperature 
and the cooking time. 
Pizza bites were always 
cooked crunchy and 
warm. Toast was always 
perfectly golden brown. 
And the super-snack-
food momma of them 
all, mozzarella sticks, 
were always heated to 
a crispy, bubbly, heav-
enly state that would 
put Applebee’s out of 
business.

But it wasn’t always 
easy street during my 
toaster oven’s three 
years in office in our 
kitchen. Once, about 

two years into its term, 
tragedy struck, and a 
heating element came 
loose from the top wall 
inside the cavity. I was 
mildly disappointed. 
The toaster oven didn’t 
make an enormous sal-
ary for doing nothing, 
so it wasn’t the end of 
the world. Still, rather 
than bicker and rhe-
torically claw its way 
out of the situation, 
the appliance allowed 
itself to be fixed, and 
has continued to work 
since.  

Today it enjoys an 
active retirement in 
my dad’s workshop, 
occasionally warming 
resins and epoxies for 
projects and collecting 
dust. It does so without 
a large pension from 
the federal government 
and off-shore nest-egg 
money collected from 
large, lobbying corpo-
rations. 

Speaking of corpo-
rations paying politi-
cians to vote in their 
interests, I’m sure my 
toaster oven would 
stand against the 

idea. If it was offered 
millions of dollars to 
help pass harmful laws 
and ignore the Ameri-
can people, my toaster 
oven wouldn’t accept, 
because it’s not cor-
rupt. It’s not crooked. 
It’s a toaster oven. 

I feel that toast-
er ovens, and other 
kitchen appliances 
available for $19.99 or 
less, have been grossly 
underrated in their 
ability to serve the 
general public. In fact, 
it’s astounding that in 
this day and age, our 
robophobic, fleshist 
mindsets are so capa-
ble of keeping small, 
non-essential cooking 
devices out of office. 
It’s sickening, really. 

This midterm 
election day, Nov. 4, I 
encourage all readers 
to write in “a toaster 
oven,” or any other 
useful kitchen appli-
ance, to fill Sen. Tom 
Harkin’s spot after 
he leaves. It makes 
as much sense, if not 
more, than our other 
options. 

Joe Lane 
joseph-lane@uiowa.edu

Adam Gromotka 
adam-gromotka@uiowa.edu 

GOP flunks on same-sex marriage

Political thoughts on a toaster oven

New move on obesity is welcome
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Kyle Combs, 27, 221 S. Sum-
mit St. Apt. 4, was charged 
Monday with driving with a 
suspended/canceled license.
Kristle Harris, 30, 1100 
Arthur St. Apt. E1, was 

charged Tuesday with driv-
ing with a suspended/can-
celed license.
Megan Irwin, 35, address 
unknown, was charged Tues-
day with disorderly conduct.

Martarius Junious, 23, 
1202 Kirkwood Ave., was 
charged Wednesday with 
obstructing an officer.
Chloe Kambach, 18, 172 
Hawkeye Court Apt. 304, 

was charged Wednesday 
with public intoxication.
Daniel Sorenson, 28, 2436 
Shady Glen Court, was 
charged Sunday, Monday, 
and Tuesday with violat-

ing a no-contact, domes-
tic-abuse protective order.
Austin Streets, 24, Maquo-
keta, Iowa, was charged 
Tuesday with assaulting a 
police officer, assault caus-

ing injury, and fourth-de-
gree criminal mischief.
Earnest Willis Jr., 20, 2103 Da-
vis St., was charged Wednes-
day with driving with a sus-
pended/canceled license.

BLOTTER

Woman charged with 
forgery

Authorities have accused a Cedar 
Rapids woman with cashing a 
forged check for more than $600.

Tiffany Jones, 36, was charged on 
June 9 with forgery.

According to online court docu-
ments, Jones entered the Fast Cash 
location in Iowa City and presented 

a fictitious check claiming to be a 
payroll from the Bon Ton Stores. 

The value of the check was 
$618.04

Forgery is a Class-D felony. 
— by Alyssa Guzman

Man charged with child 
endangerment

Authorities have accused a local 

man of harming his child.
James Caldwell, 36, was charged 

Dec. 1, 2013, with child endanger-
ment/serious injury.

According to an Iowa Cit y 
pol ice complaint,  Caldwell ’s 
wife  took their  chi ld to Merc y 
Hospital  because the chi ld had 
suffered a bodily  injur y.

Caldwell reportedly was chang-
ing the child’s diaper when the 
injury occurred.

Initially, he allegedly wasn’t 
truthful to police on how the injury 
happened.

He repor tedly eventually ad-
mitted to officials to being under 
the influence of alcohol and mar-
ijuana. He said he accidentally 
dropped his child, which resulted 
in the bodily injur y.

Child endangerment/serious 
injury is a Class-D felony.

— by Rebecca Morin

Fire causes damage in 
Chemistry Building

Following the report of a fire 
on the fifth floor of the Chemistry 
Building early Wednesday morning, 
officials say the cost of the damage 
could exceed $100,000.

According to a release, the fire 
was reported at 3 a.m. Wednesday 
morning, and fire investigators say it 

may have originated in a container 
where students and faculty dispose 
sharp items, such as syringes with 
needles. The cause of the fire is 
under investigation. 

Water damage occurred on the fifth, 
fourth, and third floors of the building, 
but there were no reported injuries.

Until further notice, faculty and 
staff in the affected areas have been 
relocated.

— by Jordyn Reiland
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the Scarlet Knights have 
started off a solid 2-1. The 
games are also a chance 
to see how the Hawkeyes 
stack up against a slightly 
different brand of soccer.

“A lot of people think 
that East Coast soc-
cer is a little quicker, I 
would say, and not quite 
so physical as maybe the 
Big Ten would be,” sopho-
more Amanda Lulek said. 
“When a lot of people 
think of the Big Ten, they 
think of it’s very physical.

“It’s exciting, and I just 
look at it as another team 
to play and another oppor-
tunity to get a win.”

The unfamiliarity be-
tween the teams will 
certainly be something 

to watch, especially con-
sidering that Iowa has 
not seen how the Terps 
will change their plan 
against the Hawks.

However, with the 
Hawkeyes’ recent run of 
success, there is certain-
ly more than a little con-
fidence when it comes to 
DiIanni’s game plan.

“We don’t really know 
these kids’ backgrounds, 
we don’t know the coach-
es or much about them, 
either, but I think it’s 
always a good thing to 
add talent [to the confer-
ence],” senior Cloe Lac-
asse said. “We’re going 
to come in with the same 
game plan and just come 
in with high intensity.”

A victory would im-
prove the Hawks to 9-1, 
4-0 in conference play, 
and continue what can 
only be described as a 

surprisingly impressive 
start to the season.

The game is also going to 
be broadcast live on the Big 
Ten Network, and it will be 
a chance for the Hawkeyes 
to prove to a national audi-
ence that they shouldn’t be 

trifled with.
“This is why the kids 

came to Iowa and why 
they came to play in the 
Big Ten and have an op-
portunity to play on the 
Big Ten Network,” DiI-
anni said. “For the kids 

here, the wires and the 
cameras on the sidelines, 
the time-outs halfway 
through halftime — those 
are going to be cool for 
the kids to experience.

“We’re excited, and we 
know we’re on a roll right 

now, but we know we are 
only as good as our next 
game”

Follow @JordyHansen 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa soccer team.

SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM 8A

far this season — which, through four 
games, is more than Iowa converted all 
of last season (five of 17 in 13 games).

Even more, Iowa has converted three 
fourth-down attempts in each of its last two 
games. In Ferentz’s previous 189 games as 
coach, the Hawkeyes had just three games 
with three fourth-down conversions.

Iowa’s 85.71 fourth-down conversion 
rate is tied for the second best in the 
country. The Hawkeye’s six converted 
fourth downs are also the fourth most 
nationally. Seven teams have converted 
seven or more fourth downs.

It’s easy to point to the struggling kick-
ing game as part of the reason Iowa has 
gone for it more on fourth down. Koehn 
and true freshman kicker Mick Ellis 
opened the season making just 2-of-6 
field-goal attempts, missing from distanc-
es of 29, 35, and 37 yards (twice).

Each of the Iowa’s seven fourth-down 
attempts has come on the opponent’s side 
of the field, and six have come inside the 
opponent’s red zone. 

“It’s been part of the game plan,” wide 
receiver Kevonte Martin-Manley said. 
“It keeps the drive going and just ups the 
chances that you’ll put points on the board.”

For the Hawkeyes, it’s not so much 
chance as it is certainty. They have scored 
points on each drive during which they’ve 
moved the chains on fourth down.

Against Pittsburgh on Sept. 20, Io-
wa converted another fourth down just 
four plays after Beathard moved the 
chains with a quarterback sneak. Two 
plays after that, the Hawkeyes scored 
the go-ahead touchdown, which put 
them ahead, 24-20.

Earlier in the game against the Pan-
thers, Iowa faced a fourth-and-2. Start-
ing quarterback Jake Rudock executed 
a play-action pass and found tight end 

Henry Krieger Coble for a touchdown 
that tied the game at 7.

Against Iowa State, on Sept. 13, run-
ning back Mark Weisman rushed for 
2 yards on a fourth-and-1 in the first 
quarter. Nine plays later, Weisman 
scored a touchdown from a yard out on 
fourth-and-goal to give Iowa a 7-0 lead.

And against the Cyclones again, 
Rudock hit wideout Jacob Hillyer for 

a 10-yard reception on fourth and 8 
in the second quarter. Iowa scored a 
touchdown three plays later.

While going for it more on fourth down 
is part of the plan, the offense isn’t cer-
tain which fourth downs it’ll stay on the 
field and which ones it won’t.

If the players had it their way, though, 
they’d go for it every single time.

“Coach didn’t really tell us,” wide re-

ceiver Tevaun Smith. “We just looked to 
the sideline, and they called another play 
in. They didn’t bring the kickers out, and 
we kind of just went with the flow.

“We want to go for it more. We know 
we can get the first downs.”

Follow @codygoodwin on Twitter for 
updates, news and analysis about the Io-
wa football team.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

itive meets and the Big 
Ten championships ahead, 
Lewis is working hard to 
finish strong in each race.

“The finish is what I 
need to work on, because 
nobody is going to be able 
to run away from me with 
a mile to go,” the Ottum-
wa native said. “I need to 
keep working to get stron-
ger so that I’m 
the fastest one 
to run the last 
mile.” 

Last season, 
the senior was 
All-Region, and 
he plans to sur-
pass that level 
of accomplish-
ment with bet-
ter titles in his 
last season.

“I want to be 
All-American 
for cross-coun-
try, that’s a big 
one,” he said. 
“I also want to 
win the Big Ten 
championship.”

Aside from 
the individual 
success, the se-
nior believes he 
has been a great leader for 
his younger teammates. 
Lewis tries to help the 
runners who tend to fall 
just shy of him in races.

“After me, we have a 
tight group of our next 
four scorers, and some 
of those guys are really 
young,” Lewis said. “I try 
to make them aware that 
they are very key people 
on the team.” 

Senior Ben Witt, who 
has been alongside Lew-
is since their freshman 
year, says Lewis pushes 
him to do better in work-
outs and during the races.

“He certainly makes 
me work harder both in 
workouts and races, but 
he has a way of bringing 
me along when it gets 
tough,” Witt said. “I’m a 
better and more confident 
runner because of him.” 

Iowa head coach Layne 
Anderson believes Lewis’ 

success is a 
clear indicator 
of his great 
training. 

“He’s had 
two good rac-
es, and they 
match up well 
with his train-
ing,” Anderson 
said. “If he’s 
feeling good 
and performs 
on race day like 
he’s shown in 
training, then 
he’s capable of 
running with 
top-level guys.” 

A n d e r s o n 
also believes 
the senior is 
having a great 
season as well. 
Anderson said 

if Lewis stays healthy he 
will continue to succeed.

“He’s doing an excellent 
job,” he said. “He just has to 
stay healthy and make sure 
that he’s got plenty of rac-
ing left in his legs at the end 
when he needs it the most.” 

Follow @marioxwilliams 
on Twitter for news, updates, 
and analysis about the Iowa 
men’s cross-country team.

LEWIS
CONTINUED FROM 8A

‘[Lewis] had two 
good races and 

they match up well 
with his training. 

If he’s feeling good 
and performs on 
race day like he’s 

shown in training, 
then he’s capable of 
running with top-

level guys.’
— Layne Anderson, head 

coach 

Iowa tight end Henry Krieger Coble celebrates after starting quarterback Jake Rudock threw a play-action pass on fourth-and-2 for a touchdown in the first quarter in Heinz Field in 
Pittsburgh on Sept. 20.  (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)



• Diversity Networking Reception, 11:30 a.m., IMU
• English Language Discussion Circles, 12:30 p.m., 
S126 Pappajohn Business Building
• Eric Sletten, chemistry, 12:30 p.m., W207 Pappajohn 
Business Building
• Johna Leddy, chemistry, 12:30 p.m., C29 Pomerantz 
Center
• Engineering Career Fair, 1 and 3:30 p.m., IMU
• Open Lab, 4 p.m., Beadology, 220 E. Washington
• The Trip to Italy, 4:40 and 8:45 p.m., FilmScene, 118 
E. College
• Freeport-McMoRan Information Session, 6:30 
p.m., 345 IMU
• Professor KW Therm: All About Energy, 6:30 p.m., 

Museum of Natural History
• Frank, 6:45 p.m., FilmScene
• Intellectual Freedom Festival 2014 Documentary 
Screening, The Dixie Chicks - Shut Up and Sing, 7 
p.m., Iowa City Public Library
•  “Live from Prairie Lights,” Edan Lepucki, fiction, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Travelogues with Patrick Nefzger, 7 p.m., Senior 
Center, 7 p.m., 28  S. Linn
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Battle of the Bands, 8 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Frankie Cosmos, with Porches, 8 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 
E. Washington

today’s events

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.
— Soren Kierkegaard

Thursday, September 25, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Take one step at a time, and keep your 
emotions in check. You can accomplish a lot if you concentrate on 
what’s important and don’t allow anyone to distract you. A change in 
an important relationship will lead to greater opportunity.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Focus on self-improvement. Do some-
thing to help a cause you feel strongly about. Taking an authoritative 
approach will work as long as you don’t force your will on others or try 
to do the impossible. Love is on the rise.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Channel your energy wisely. If you aren’t 
direct, you may mislead someone who will expect more than what you 
are prepared to deliver. Take care of your health by sticking to a nutri-
tional diet. Follow your gut when dealing with peers.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Review all the events and situations un-
folding around you. You are best to refrain from offering your opinions 
or your services until you feel you have a better handle on what’s hap-
pening. Don’t judge or make assumptions.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take it upon yourself to make a direct connec-
tion to someone who can help you reach your goals. High energy, ef-
fort, and a charismatic approach to whatever you do will draw a crowd 
and ensure that you reach your destination in style.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take a look at the job market, and consider 
what you can do to promote your skills and raise your earning poten-
tial. A change can be good, but only if you feel it will not cost you in 
your personal life.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Strive for perfection. Refuse to let anyone put 
you down or stop you from believing in who you are and what you are 
capable of doing. Jealousy and possessiveness is apparent if someone 
feels threatened by your success.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Tidy up any unfinished business before 
taking on a new project. You will face setbacks if you let an emotional 
matter get the better of you at work. Look at your options, but be practical 
regarding what’s doable.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You will be rewarded for your efforts 
and your contributions. Short trips will bring positive changes to the 
way you live and take care of your emotional and physical wellness. 
Don’t be fooled by a newfangled diet. Eat nutritiously.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t count on anyone or anything. 
Expect the unexpected, and be ready to take whatever measure is 
necessary to protect what you have. A change of location will not be in 
your best interest. Stick close to home.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take action. What you do now will pave 
the way for greater opportunities. You can negotiate and win approval 
if you present your case flawlessly. Know what you want, and don’t give 
up until you get your way.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Look over personal contracts. You will find 
a way to cut corners and improve your cash flow. Love is in the stars, 
and a commitment will lead to a change in the way or where you live. 
Consider your motives before following through.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System

30 Possible 
Names for My 

Band Composed 
Entirely of 

Statistics Grad 
Students:

• The 0-1 Box
• Affirming the Antecedent
• Denying the Consequent
• Alternative Hypothesis
• The Logical Conjunction

• Appeal to Ignorance
• Axioms of Probability

• The Bootstrap Estimate
• A Certain Event

• The Square Curve
• Class Boundaries

• A Compound Proposition
• The Confidence Level

• Contrapositive
• The House Edge
• Disjointed Sets

• The Minimax Strategy
• Double-Blind

• The Endpoint Convention
• Nearly Normal

• The Outcome Space
• Secular Trend

• A Simpson’s Paradox
• The Payoff Matrix
• Systematic Error
• Positively Skewed

• The Prosecutor’s Fallacy
• An Uncontrolled 

Experiment
• Uncountable

• Degrees of Freedom

Andrew R. Juhl  is 95 percent 
confident he’s an alpha male in love 

with Delta Burke.

FOLLOW US ON 
TWITTER 

@THEDAILYIOWAN
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Huskers blitz volley-
ball Hawks

The Iowa women’s volleyball 
team lost to No. 8 Nebraska 3-0 in 
Lincoln on Wednesday. 

The Hawkeyes dropped three-
straight sets, 25-18, 25-13, and 
31-29. Iowa is now 8-4 on the 
season and 0-21 in the series 
against Nebraska.

The Huskers out hit Iowa in 
the first two sets, .417-.344 and 
.429-.040.

Although the first two sets were 
uneven, the Hawkeyes battled in the 
third set, forcing Nebraska to a 24-23 
set point. Midway through the third, 
Iowa freshman Michelle Fugarino 
served a 5-0 run to give the Hawkeyes 
a 16-15 lead, but the Hawkeyes 
couldn’t capitalize on her streak.  

Iowa forced three set points, and 
the set featured 16 ties and seven 
lead changes, but the Hawkeyes 
were unable to close the door on Ne-
braska and force a fourth set, despite 
out hitting the Huskers .259-.194.

“You get in those tight match 
moments, you’re out of subs and 
time-outs, and you have to dig deep 
and find something,” head coach 
Bond Shymansky said in a release.

No Hawkeye had double-digit 
kills, and the Hawks managed just 
36 compared with Nebraska’s 48. 
Iowa continued to rely on seniors 
Alessandra Dietz and Alex Lovell, 
who led the team with 8 and 9 
kills, respectively.

 The Hawkeyes will play Nebraska 
again at home on Saturday with first 
serve set for 7 p.m.

— by Ian Murphy

SCOREBOARD
MLB
Chicago 3, St. Louis 1
Detroit 6, Chicago White Sox 1
Baltimore 9, NY Yankees 5
Minnesota 2, Arizona 1
LA Angels 5, Oakland 4
San Diego 4, Colorado 3
LA Dodgers 9, San Francisco 1
Toronto 1, Seattle 0
Philadelphia 2, Miami 1
Milwaukee 5, Cincinnati 0
Cleveland 6, Kansas City 4
Boston 11, Tampa Bay 3
Atlanta 6, Pittsburgh 2
Texas 5, Houston 1

Iowa running back Mark Weisman reacts after scoring his second touchdown of the game during the fourth quarter putting Iowa up at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh on Sept. 20. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

When Iowa takes on Mary-
land at 2:30 p.m. today, it will 
be the first meeting between 
the two teams on the soccer 
pitch and, in turn, the first as 
Big Ten opponents.

The Terrapins come from 
the ACC, which is nota-
bly one of the consistently 
toughest conferences in the 
nation. Maryland, along with 
Sept. 28 opponent Rutgers, 

are the two new faces in the 
now 14-team Big Ten.

“The expansion out East 
helps the Big Ten in terms 
of the market and helps ex-
pand out our market recruit-
ing-wise,” Iowa head coach 
Dave DiIanni said. “Mary-
land is good program, came 
from the ACC, and Rutgers 
is having a lot of success in 
the Big Ten right now.”

There is certainly a good 
deal of respect for the new-
comers from the East from 

those on the team, especially 
considering the easy transi-
tion to the Big Ten.

The Terrapins sit at 1-1-
1 in conference play, and 

Lewis 
works on 
final push

Soccer faces the unknown

The Hawkeyes will get an introduction to both conference newcomers 
this week. 

SEE SOCCER, 6A

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

Hawkeye senior Kevin Lewis has 
been off to a powerful start in his last 
season as a cross-country runner. So 
far, the team has competed in three 
meets, and in those meets, the senior 
has led his team to a first- and a sec-
ond-place finish. 

The senior believes he’s been doing 
well so far this season but still sees 
room for improvement.

“I’m where I want to be and on 
the verge of really great things,” he 
said. “If I just get a little bit faster, 
then very few people will be able to 
beat me.” 

Much of the senior’s success 
hasn’t come easy. Lewis has been 
preparing for the season since mid-
June. His main goal this past sum-
mer was to build his mileage up for 
the season, and he believes he has 
reached that goal. 

Despite his early success, the senior 
believes there is still more for him to 
improve on. With much more compet-

SEE LEWIS, 6A

Iowa forward Cloe Lacasse kicks the ball past Northwestern defender KK Barr at the Iowa Soccer Complex on Sept. 14. (The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

Iowa has converted six of seven fourth-down attempts so far this season, and each converted attempt has led 
to points scored.

By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

Faced with fourth-and-1 on Pitts-
burgh’s 15-yard line, down 3 points 
in the fourth quarter of Iowa’s even-
tual 24-20 victory on Sept. 20, most 
figured the Hawkeye offense would 
leave the field and allow placekicker 
Marshall Koehn to come on and make 
a short field goal.

After all, a field goal at that point 
in the game evened the score at 20.

Nope. Not this time. Head coach Kirk 
Ferentz opted to go for it. The offense 
lined up, and quarterback C.J. Beathard 

plowed ahead for 2 yards to the Pitts-
burgh 13. First down, Iowa.

It seemed like a simple decision 
to make at the time. But historically, 
Ferentz hasn’t been the type of coach 
that allows his offense to try to convert 
fourth-down attempts.

This year, however, Iowa appears on 
pace to attempt — and convert — the 
most fourth downs in the Ferentz Era.

“It’s going to be week to week and will 
change with the game, too,” Ferentz said.

The Hawkeyes have converted six 
of seven fourth-down attempts so 

Iowa senior Kevin Lewis 
has all the tools to become 
a great runner, and feels he’s 
close to breaking out.

UPCOMING HAWK 
SCHEDULE

Soccer vs. Maryland, Iowa 
Soccer Complex, 2:30 p.m., 
Thursday

Field hockey vs. Indiana, 
Grant Field, 2:30 p.m. Friday

Women’s tennis at Rivera/
ITA Women’s All-American 
Championships, Pacific Pali-
sades, California, All Day Saturday

Men’s tennis at ITA 
All-American Tournament, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, All Day Saturday

Football at Purdue, West 
Lafayette, Indiana, 11:01 a.m. 
Saturday

Women’s tennis at Furman 
Fall Classic, Greenville, South 
Carolina, All Day Saturday

Women’s volleyball vs. Ne-
braska, Carver-Hawkeye Arena, 7 
p.m. Saturday

SEE FOOTBALL, 6A

Iowa vs. Maryland
Where: Iowa Soccer Complex 
When: 2:30 p.m. today 
Watch: Big Ten Network

Fourth Down Conversions
Under Kirk Ferentz

7-20
 in 

12 games

THROWBACK 
THURSDAY

Sept. 24, 1996 — The Iowa 
volleyball team lost its confer-
ence-opener Illinois in three 
sets, 15-7, 15-11, 15-10. The loss 
dropped the Hawkeyes to 5-7 on 
the season.

“They showed up to play, and 
we didn’t,” head coach Linda 
Schoenstedt said. “As harsh as that 
sounds, that’s reality.”

Fourth down is 
go-for-it country

Iowa setter Alyssa Klostermann sets 
the ball in Carver-Hawkeye on Oct. 5, 
2013. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

2012 2013 2014

5-17
 in 

13 games

6-7
 in 

4 games



With autumn having arrived this 
month and October just around the 
corner, Iowa City is preparing for 
changing colors and cooler tempera-
tures. While children start to pick 
out their Halloween costumes and 
students buckle down for midterms, 
North Side Iowa City looks forward 
to something a little different. 

On Saturday, the annual Okto-
berfest will begin. Bringing with it 
games, beer, food, and a good num-
ber of German festivities, the cele-
bration will go from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Originally BrewFest, the event 
evolved into a larger, more fami-
ly-friendly festival when the Io-
wa City Downtown District got 
involved. 

“Four years ago, we [the IC Down-
town District] and Doug Alberhasky 
of John’s Grocery got together and 
started to plan this larger event,” 
said Betsy Potter, the Downtown Dis-
trict operations director. “North Side 
is part of downtown’s jurisdiction, so 
of course we were all about expand-
ing to a larger Oktoberfest. This 
year, we’re spreading it down Market 
Street and adding sections for chil-
dren and watching the Iowa game.” 

Originating in 1810 in Munich, 
Germany, Oktoberfest is the larg-
est fun fair event held worldwide. 
For 16 days, from late September to 
early October, millions of people all 
over the world will join to celebrate. 
Visitors can participate in amuse-

ment rides, games, German food, 
and of course, hundreds upon thou-
sands of liters of beer. 

In Iowa City, the North Side Ok-
toberfest is focusing on the cultural 
and traditional aspect of the festival. 

“Hamburg Inn, Linn Street Café, 
and John’s Grocery are providing 
the food on Saturday, and the ven-
dors will be preparing more Ger-
man-style food,” Potter said. “We’re 
even going to have polka bands and 
a costume contest. We’re really try-
ing to emphasize the old customs.” 

Beer
The Iowa City BrewFest, in which 

area breweries brought in samples 
for the community to taste, has 
been an early autumn tradition on 
the North Side for 19 years.

Leaning back in his chair in his 
office, Doug Alberhasky, the own-
er of John’s Grocery, smiles at the 
mention of beer and the festival. 

“I mean, when you say beer, you 
say John’s,” Alberhasky said and 
laughed. “We’ll have about 12 differ-
ent local breweries coming for the 
BrewFest and a lot from out of town, 
such as Great Divide from Colorado.”

The festival will no longer have 
drink tickets but a charge at the door. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s a drink-all-
you-can thing,” Alberhasky said. 
“The point of the BrewFest is trying 
different samples and seeing what 

you like. No one should be expecting 
some drunk party. I always say you 
have to drink for the taste, not for 
the effect.” 

That said, BrewFest has a new 
“Designated Driving” initiative this 
year, in which Big Grove Brewery 
will participate. The Solon brewery 
will provide a bus taking patrons 
from North Liberty to Oktoberfest 
throughout Saturday. 

“We want safe roads and a fun day 
for the community,” Alberhasky said. 

Food
This year at Oktoberfest, only 

three vendors will participate in 
doling out food. Working with more 
traditional foods, Hamburg Inn, 214 
N. Linn St., is providing its own 
version of German food for the festi-
val-goers this Saturday. 

With the hustle and bustle of 
Hamburg Inn’s lunchtime rush 
sounding from above, Seth Dudley, 
the general manager at the restau-
rant, noted the Hamburg’s part in 
the festival. 

“We’re bringing Amana 
bratwursts, sauerkraut, pretzel 
rolls with mustard cheese sauce, 
whatever we can make with what 
we have here,” he said. “That’s 
about how traditional German we 
go, but it’s still great to participate 

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 4 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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SEE OKTOBERFEST, 3B

By ELENA BRUESS
elena-bruess@uiowa.edu

Design by Mercedes Potter



weekend events
Today 9.25

Friday 9.26

Saturday 9.27

Sunday 9.28

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

The Equalizer
This stylishly violent action 
flick casts Denzel Washington 
as an elusive gunslinger who is 
pulled out of retirement after a 
young girl (Chloë Grace Moretz) 
finds herself in the clutches of 
Russian gangsters. 

The Boxtrolls
The studio responsible for 
Coraline and ParaNorman has 
molded yet another claymation 
family comedy, centering on 
an underground town of silly, 
mischievous creatures raised by 
a human boy. When their home is 
threatened, the trolls must come 
to the surface for the first time.

FILMSCENE

Alive Inside
Winner of the Sundance Fes-
tival’s Documentary Audience 
Award among other accolades, 
Alive Inside: A Story of Music 
and Memory follows several 
Americans with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia whose lives have been 
miraculously revitalized after 
listening to music.
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New country with 
a shine

By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu 

The Iowa City com-
munity is frequently ex-
posed to a variety of mu-
sical performances: the 
loud banging of rock, the 
deep bass of rap, the qui-
et melody of folk, and the 
various sounds of jazz. 
But the storytelling style 
of music has been largely 
absent from the local mu-
sic scene, outside of Greg 
and Pieta Brown and 
Dave Moore, for quite 
some time. Until now. 

Country-music sing-
er/songwriter Dustin 
Lynch will perform at 8 
p.m. Friday in the IMU 
Main Lounge. The perfor-
mance will be produced by 
SCOPE, an organization 
focused on bringing dif-
ferent forms of entertain-
ment to campus. 

Katie DeRose, the 
SCOPE public-relations 
coordinator, looks forward 
to the performance. 

“There is always a lot 
of dancing and singing 
along at country show, 
which always makes 
me so happy to see,” she 
said. “I think the Main 
Lounge will be packed 
with excited fans who 
will adore Lynch’s char-
ismatic stage presence 
and charming sounds. 
I’m really thrilled that 
we could finally book a 
show again for the coun-
try fans here at Iowa.” 

Lynch has been gain-
ing the attention of many 
in the world of country 
music since 2012. He has 
had four singles in the na-
tional top-hits charts and 
his song “Cowboys and 
Angels” was nominated 
for Breakthrough Video of 
the Year at the 2013 CMT 
Music Awards.

UI freshman Jena Von-
derhaar said Lynch is a 

promising new act in the 
country world. 

“His songs are very re-
latable to most people,” 
she said. “It’s like his voice 
really speaks to you. It 
seems like he really enjoys 
his work and what he’s do-
ing and not just like he’s 
singing for the money.” 

Jack Baker, the SCOPE 
general manager, said it 
has been approximately 
six years since the last 
country-music perfor-
mance on campus. 

“One thing about coun-
try music is the difficulty 
of booking the show,” he 
said. “You have the mega 
stars who can pack arenas 
and need big paychecks, 
and then you struggle 
with the guys who are 
trying to reach that level. 
There is just a big gap in 
money. When we had the 
chance to book Dustin 
Lynch, and the price was 
right, we thought this 
was a great opportunity to 
bring country music here, 
because there is definitely 
a market for it in this part 
of the state.” 

From the CMT Music 
Award stage to college 
campuses to festivals, 
Lynch has performed at 
a number of venues all 
across the country. Each 
of his performances is de-
livered with a enthusiasm 
that enticed the SCOPE 
employees. 

“He is young, has a fun 
sound, and a few of his 

hits have become very 
popular on the radio of as 
of late, so we all think that 
he will really resonate 
with the students here,” 
DeRose said. 

Though SCOPE hosts a 
number of concerts every 
year, each program comes 
with its own difficulties.

“Most of our shows are 
planned out for weeks 
to months in advance, 
which can be taxing, but 
nothing beats the ac-
complishment that we 
all feel after putting on 
a great show,” DeRose 
said. “There is nothing 
like seeing a crowd of ex-
cited fans and knowing 
that you helped give that 
to them.” 

Lynch recently released 
a sophomore album, 
Where It’s At, earlier this 
month, and the sales are 
climbing. Vonderhaar 
believes Lynch’s star 
will continue to rise and 
that he will shine at his 
SCOPE concert.

“I think he really is a 
memorable performer,” 
Vonderhaar said. “He’ll 
be around for a while 
and have a very long and 
very successful career.” 

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Warm Pumpkin 
Spice Latte Shot 
In order to celebrate the changing of the 
leaves, I’ve invented an easy shot that will 
knock your shorts off and replace them 
with yoga pants: The Warm Pumpkin Spice 
Latte Shot.

Primary alcohol: Spiced Rum

How to make it: Brew a very small 
amount of coffee and mix it in a glass with 
the sugar and a healthy dash of the pump-
kin spice. Add the milk and rum. Stir the 
hell out of it and pour into a white Dixie 
cup, or a leftover espresso shot glass from 
a certain famous coffee chain; to mimic 
the full experience, spell your name wrong 
on the side of the cup with a Sharpie. Top 
with more pumpkin pie spice, shoot it 
warm, and go tell your boyfriend or sisters 
all the things you love about fall. 

The experience: In this specific, 
scientifically deduced mixture, the shot 
tastes exactly like a warm pumpkin spice 
latte. It’ll make you want to play in the 
leaves and cuddle up under a blanket. It’s 
a little light, but if you’re 5-2 and weigh 98 
pounds in your Uggs, it’ll do the trick.  

Advice: This is obviously a very large 
shot, so a Dixie cup (or something larger) 
is required for the full experience. Splitting 
it up into normal shot glasses and sharing 
with your friends will still result in a taste 
that’s just as sweater-weather approved. 

— by Adam Gromotka

MUSIC
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Battle of the Bands, 8 p.m., 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Frankie Cosmos, with 
Porches, 8 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 
E. Washington

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Edan Lepucki, fiction, 7 p.m., 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

THEATER
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater, 213 N. Gilbert

 FILM
• The Trip to Italy, 4:30 & 8:45 
p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Frank, 6:45 p.m., FilmScene
• Intellectual Freedom Festival 
2014 Documentary Screening: 
The Dixie Chicks — Shut Up and 
Sing, 7 p.m., Iowa City Public 
Library, 123 S. Linn

MUSIC
• Xposed Patio Party, 6 
p.m., Gabe’s 
• Live Music, 8 p.m., High 
Ground, 301 E. Market
• Candymakers, 10 p.m., 
Yacht Club
• Uun, Dylan Newton, and 
Bleek, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
 
FILM
•The Trip to Italy, 4 & 
8:45 p.m., FilmScene
• Alive Inside: A Story of 
Music and Memory, 6:30 
p.m., FilmScene

THEATER
• Brigadoon, 7:30 p.m., 
Iowa City Community The-

ater, 4265 Oak Crest Hill 
Road N.E.
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater
• Talk to Me Like the Rain 
and Let Me Listen, Gallery 
Series, 8 p.m., 172 Theater 
Building

 WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Lin Enger, fiction, 7 p.m., 
Prairie Lights
• Intellectual Freedom Festi-
val 2014: Maureen Freely on 
Censorship, 7 p.m., Iowa City 
Public Library
• Cyborg Support Group 
Literary Reading 4.0, 8 p.m., 
Fair Grounds, 345 S. Dubuque

MUSIC
• Il Sogno Del Marinaio, with 
Mike Watt, 9 p.m., Gabe’s
• Steve Weeks, 8 p.m., High 
Ground
 
MISCELLANEOUS
• Trivia Weekend, 10 a.m., 
Wilson’s Orchard, 4823 
Dingleberry Road N.E.
• North Side Oktoberfest, 11 
a.m., North Side Iowa City
• Iowa Women’s Music Fes-
tival, noon, Johnson County 
Fairgrounds
• Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society Light the Night 
Walk, 5:30 p.m., Kinnick 
Stadium

FILM
• The Trip to Italy, noon & 8 
p.m., FilmScene
• The Internet’s Own Boy: The 
Story of Aaron Swartz, 2:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• Alive Inside: A Story of Music 
and Memory, 6 p.m., FilmScene
• Empire Records, Bijou, 11 
p.m., FilmScene

THEATER
• Brigadoon, 7:30 p.m., Iowa 
City Community Theater
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater
• Talk to Me Like the Rain and 
Let Me Listen, Gallery Series, 8 
p.m., 172 Theater Building

MUSIC
• The Lonelyhearts, 9 
p.m., Gabe’s
• Troy Ave., 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s
 
FILM
•The Trip to Italy, noon & 
4:30 p.m., FilmScene
•Alive Inside: A Story of 
Music and Memory, 2:30 
p.m., FilmScene

THEATER
• Brigadoon, 2 p.m., Iowa 
City Community Theater
• Red, 2 p.m., Riverside 
Theater

MISCELLANEOUS
• Trivia Weekend, 10 a.m., 
Wilson’s Orchard
• Winter Farmers’ Market, 
11 a.m., Johnson County 
Fairgrounds

 

MUSIC

Dustin Lynch
When: 8 p.m. Friday
Where: IMU Main Lounge
Admission: $31.30

Find and follow 
us for updates 

on the go!

@DailyIowanArts

By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu 

A band’s sound is its 
identity. Fans can often 
pick out a song from a band 
they like, even if the song 
has never been heard, sim-
ply by the style. As mem-
bers come and go, it might 
seem that the sound might 
change, sometimes for the 
better.

At 9 p.m. today, the Mill, 
120 E. Burlington St., will 
welcome the band Daniel 
and the Lion to the stage.

“The band was started 
five years ago in Madison, 
Wisconsin,” said Jimmie 
Linville, the band’s song-
writer, vocalist, guitar play-
er, and a founding member. 
“We were based there until 
we moved to Nashville two 
years ago.”

Linville and cofounder 
Daniel Pingrey brought the 
band to life from the ashes 
of their college band. Since 
then, they have released 
two full-length records and 
averaged more than 150 
shows a year.

They said they believe 
they should perform what-
ever songs they want with-

out having to limit them-
selves to a specific genre.

“Both Jimmie and I are 
the kind of people who are 
compelled to make music 
all the time because we 
just have to,” Pingrey said. 
“That hasn’t changed since 
the first Daniel and the Li-
on show in January of 2009. 
Several more like-minded 
people have gotten on board 
since, and in that sense, you 
could say our vision has 
held since the start.”

In the past year the 
band has added vocalist 
and organ player Michae-
la Thomas. After being in-
vited to perform with the 
band on its spring tour 
and the Counting Crows 
tour, she became an offi-
cial member.

“The band’s used female 
vocals for harmonies on al-
bums previously, but a sec-
ond voice live really adds 
a new dynamic,” Thomas 
said. “I’ve gotten a lot of 
positive feedback from 
longtime fans that Jimmie 
and I fit very well vocally.”

Linville said he’s never 
been overly interested in 
creating a mystique about 
the band that might cre-

ate separation between it 
and its fans.

“I hope the audience has 
a good time,” he said. “I love 
that after a show we can 
shake hands and talk to 
our fans. It’s nice that we 
can just talk with our fans 
as regular people.”

Throughout the course 
of their existence, the band 
members have been more 
than willing to embrace the 
audiences.

“I remember one partic-
ular case early in Daniel 
and the Lion’s touring ca-
reer when we were play-
ing a show at the House 
Cafe in Dekalb, Illinois,” 
Pingrey said. “I was just 
finishing setting up my 
marimba when an older 
middle-age couple ap-
proached me to see what 
the deal was with the 
8-foot-long upside-down 
pipe-organ-looking xylo-
phone thing. I told them a 
little about it, but within 
several seconds of playing 
the marimba they were 
both in tears at the instru-
ment that was just a curi-
osity moments ago. Being 
able to bring joy like that 
to people keeps me going.”

Comfortable in the 
Lion’s den

Publicity



By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

Tennessee Williams’ 
1953 play, Talk to Me 
Like the Rain and Let 
Me Listen, will be staged 
by the University of Io-
wa Theater Department 
at 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday in 172 Theater 
Building. 

Williams, who attend-
ed the University of Io-
wa early in his career, 
moved on to become 
what many believe is one 
of the best playwrights 
in American history.

“We had this moment 
of ‘Whoa, he went here,’ ” 
director Annie Levitz 
said. “A big reason that 
I wanted to do this show 
is because I’m graduat-
ing and when else am 
I going to have such an 
opportunity to do Ten-
nessee Williams?” 

Talk to Me Like the 
Rain and Let Me Listen 
is one of the UI alum’s 
lesser-known plays, 
telling the story of a 
dysfunctional couple 
with a communication 
problem.

“These two characters 
are disconnected, but 
there’s this one moment 
when they’re on the 
same page and I think 
there’s something real-
ly beautiful about that,” 
said UI sophomore and 
actor Emma Genesen 
said. “Having those mo-
ments of clarity are very 
beautiful.” 

The actors will also 
perform an improvisa-

tional piece prior to the 
play, exploring Williams’ 
writing process and the 
hardships of his life. 

“Being here, there has 

been an opportunity to 
explore his artistic pro-
cess at the place that it 
started, so that’s really 
cool,” Genesen said.

again. We’ve been work-
ing with Doug [Al-
berhasky] since the 
beginning of Oktober-
fest.” 

With the help of John’s 
and Linn Street Café, 
organizers said the food 
will be more streamlined 
this year, instead of fea-
turing numerous sepa-
rate food vendors.

“We felt like it was di-
luting the festival,” Dud-
ley said. “We want more 
about the traditional as-
pect and the German cul-
ture this year.” 

Kids and SodaFest
A major component 

of Oktoberfest is the 
Kids Section on Market 
Street. Since the creation 
of Oktoberfest, the event 
has promoted a fami-
ly-friendly festival. 

“We’re trying to move 
past just drinking for 
adults and make it fun 
for everyone,” Alber-
hasky said. “This year, 

Steve Weeks, the well-
known children’s mu-
sician, is coming, and 
Dave Panther, the own-
er of Hamburg, is going 
to do some stuff; he’s al-
so a clown.” 

Along with the games 
and activities, the Kids 
Section will participate 
in SodaFest. 

“SodaFest is Brewfest 
for kids,” Potter said. “We 
want them to have a good 
time, too, so we get the 
kids to sample different 
sodas and get into the at-
mosphere of the festival.” 

Also included in the 
Kids Section of Oktober-
fest is the Mini Dance 
Marathon, headed by 
University of Iowa stu-
dent morale captains. 
From 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., children have the 
chance to dance along to 
DJ Juan’s music in sup-
port of Dance Marathon, 
an organization sup-
porting pediatric cancer 
patients and their fami-
lies at the UI Children’s 
Hospital.

“We’re really trying 
to raise awareness for 
the cause, but we al-
ways love helping out 

the community and the 
festival in a new way,” 
said Emma Boehmer, 
the development direc-
tor for Dance Marathon. 
“We’re bringing coloring 
pages and fun activities, 
too, and information for 
anyone interested in the 
program.” 

Along with fundrais-
ing, Oktoberfest will 
donate all its proceeds 
from the festival to the 
Children’s Museum and 
the American Heart As-
sociation.

“Last year, we were 
able to raise $20,000 and 
donate,” Alberhasky said. 
“We’re hoping to con-
tinue that and bring in 
more money in this year. 
Not only is a good time, 
but it’s a good cause.”
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Jazz After Five sails along
By ASHLEY MURPHY
ashley-d-murphy@uiowa.edu

On Friday evening, 
the Mill will host its 
weekly Jazz After Five 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Piano 
and bass duo Blake 
Shaw and Grace Leong 
will perform their 
mash-ups and styles of 
standard jazz tunes. 

The event will be 
free and open to all 
jazz lovers or anyone 
who wants to stop by.

“The band varies 
every week, and they 
play two sets usually,” 
Mill events manag-
er Erin McMeen said. 
“They just kind of get 
up there, jam out, and 
have a good time. It’s a 

very relaxed environ-
ment.”

The Mill has provid-
ed this “relaxed envi-
ronment” accompanied 
by smooth jazz for four 
years, McMeen said. 
The idea sprang from 
jazz enthusiast and 
former Professor at 
the University of Iowa 
Brent Sandy. 

Although local jazz 
collector Craig Kessler 
is now responsible for 
supporting and pro-
moting the local jazz 
scene through Jazz Af-
ter Five, McMeen said 
Sandy’s role as the 
creator may explain 
the heavy student in-
volvement, in both the 
musicians and the at-

tendees.
“The performers are 

mostly students or re-
cent graduate students 
of the university’s mu-
sic program,” McMeen 
said. “There are some 
local musicians every 
once in a while.”

Though Jazz After 
Five is a recurring 
event, McMeen said, 
the audience never 
knows what exactly to 
expect from the per-
formers.

“There’s always a lot 
of improv and showcas-
es,” he said. “You also 
get to see young people 
developing their craft, 
and you get to watch 
them advance, which is 
really cool.”

North Side 
Oktoberfest
Where: North Side Iowa City
When: Saturday
What: Oktoberfest 
Tickets: General Admission, $30 
(may arrive at noon); Brewmas-
ter, $50 (may arrive at 11 a.m.)

When the rain talks

THEATER
Talk to Me Like the Rain and Let 
Me Listen

When: 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday 
Where: 172 Theater Building
Price: Free. There is limited 
seating, and tickets are available 
at the door.
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The magic of Brigadoon comes to Iowa City
By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Sitting in the fourth of 
seven rows, staring at the 
light trees and mountains 
streaked with purples and 
pinks in center stage, I felt 
a bit out of place. The crowd 
was dominated by seniors, 
scattered with a few young-
er individuals waiting to see 
a sibling or girlfriend take 
the stage, perhaps. 

At the sides of the stage, 
pale colors were swirled 
together surrounding the 
mountains, an abstract 
representation of the wil-
derness. With the stone 
steps leading off stage 
left and the bare deco-
rations of only two cam-
ouflage-covered rocks, it 
was clear we weren’t in 
modern times. We were in 
Brigadoon.  

If you venture to the 
Johnson County Fair-
grounds for Iowa City 

Community Theater’s 
Brigadoon at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday or Saturday or 
2 p.m. Sept. 28, be pre-
pared to commit your-
self; the show is two and 
a half hours long. Yes, it’s 
a great show well-worth 
the time you put in, but 
I won’t kid you that the 
time flies by. The music 
alone makes the show 
worth seeing. 

Entering the perfor-
mance space, the orchestra 
is visible on stage right, 
instruments at the ready. 
The music is gorgeous, 
complicated, and lively, 
drawing you into this cra-
zy world before the show 
has even begun. I was so 
invested in watching their 
playing, a bit starstruck 
at the skill displayed, that 
I worried the musicians 
would distract me from 
the play itself. There was 
no need for the concern, 
though, because the actors 

pulled me right into the 
script.

Brigadoon is an odd show.  
“It’s basically about a 

town in Scotland that ap-
pears every 100 years and 
how two Americans stum-
ble into that town,” director 
Josh Sazon said.

Written and set in 1937, 
this means the town is actu-
ally from 1737. As is custom-
ary in the magical world of 
musicals, there’s no language 
difference or misunderstand-
ings between the groups two 
centuries apart, so a love sto-
ry quickly evolves.

More interesting 
than those young lovers 
though, is the young des-
perate-for-a-lover Meg 
Brockie (Katherine Boo-
throyd), who sets her 
sights on Jeff Douglas 
(Roger Phelps), one of the 
visiting Americans. De-
spite his strongest objec-
tions, she is determined 
to make him hers, leading 
us to the gem of the show, 
“The Love of My Life.” 

The talent of the sing-
ers is astounding. With 
ease, reaching notes that 
most people can only pre-
tend to hit in the shower, 
they all have a casual air 
about them, as though 
they truly were just frol-
icking through the woods 
and singing about their 
lives. The acting, though, 
lagged behind the singing 
a touch. It is not to say 
that any of the actors are 
bad, because they weren’t; 
 there just seemed to be a 

bit of a disconnect among 
their styles. While some 
actors were very much 
in the school of realism 
throughout the musi-
cal, others had more of a 
classical presenting style, 
turning out and address-
ing the audience rather 
than their partner. Nei-
ther was better than the 
other, but I would have 
preferred consistency. 

And, of course, no mu-
sical is complete without 
a dance break. Clearly de-
signed to reflect more tra-
ditional dances of centuries 
past, most of the cast was 
involved, displaying the 
talents of each individual. 
With a cast of 30, choreo-
graphing such dances must 
have taken quite some time. 

Rehearsing every Mon-
day through Thursday, 7 
to 10 p.m. for seven weeks 
seemed to be sufficient. 
One of the challenges of 
community theater, Sazon 
said, was coordinating ev-
eryone’s schedules, noting 
the obvious: “People have 
their own lives.” 

Another hardship? The 
venue.

“This space is not a the-
ater per se,” Sazon said. 
“It was not intended as a 
performance space. Trying 
to transform a show that 
was designed for a prosce-

nium space, such as the 
Englert, is a challenge.”

They accomplished it 
well, though, usng the rel-
atively small space with al-
ternating backdrops and a 
sparse set, letting the words 
and music do all the talking.

The real question, 
though, is not whether I en-
joyed the show, it’s wheth-

er Sazon accomplished his 
goal for the production.

“At the very least, I hope 
people have a good time, 
that they come out hum-
ming the music,” he said.

Considering I have the 
soundtrack playing on 
YouTube right now, I can 
merely say well-played, 
Brigadoon, well-played.

By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

The Englert Theater will 
offer a cross-cultural expe-
rience for its patrons: the 
opportunity to see live broad-
castings of famous plays pro-
duced at the National The-
atre in London.

At 7 p.m. Saturday,  the En-
glert Theater, 221 E. Wash-
ington, will show Medea as 
part of its “National Theatre 
Live” series. 

Set in Corinth, Greece, 
Medea — which stars Helen 
McCroy — follows a woman 
whose unfaithful husband 
attempts to banish her and 
separate her from her chil-
dren. In return, she begs 
for one day’s grace, during 
which she plans to exact her 
appalling revenge.

Englert Development Di-
rector Katie Roche said the 
theater provides an ideal 
environment for “National 
Theatre Live.”

“[You should] go and see 
the rebroadcasts in movie 
theaters but more so in the 
theater, in a space that was 
built for the artform and im-
proves the experience,” she 
said. “It has more flavor of 

what the event would be like 
in the ‘National Theatre’ in 
London.”

National Theatre recorded 
its shows in June 2009, re-
leasing the DVDs to theaters 
that expressed a desire to 
show them. The Englert has 
hosted National Theatre re-
broadcasts for approximate-
ly three years. 

Englert Executive Direc-
tor Andre Perry said it is im-
portant for people to be able 
to see these shows locally.

“The National Theatre in 
London started capturing 
its performances live sever-
al years ago as a means of 
sharing the amazing theater 
on its stage with the rest of 
the world,” he said. “It was a 
bold concept, but it has been 
very successful. It turns out 
that people want to see great 
theater productions even if 
they can’t be there in person 
… I think it’s important for 
us to try our best to share as 
many arts experiences with 
the community as possible; 
that’s why we are here.”

Though the DVDs might 
lack the energy of a live per-
formance, Miriam Gilbert, a 
professor emerita of English 
at the University of Iowa, 

says “National Theatre Live” 
has its benefits, including 
saving money on plane tick-
ets to London and getting to 
see the shows from numer-
ous camera angles.

“It’s not the same, but 
what it is, is pretty darn 
good,” Gilbert said. “And in 
some ways, you get views 
that you could not get other-
wise. You get close ups; they 
zoom in on people. If you’re 
sitting way back in the Olivi-
er [one of the back sections of 
the National Theatre], you’re 
not going to see that.”

The National Theatre tries 
to attract audience members 
both young and old, she said.

“It gives us a chance to see 
some of the world’s greatest 
actors in a way we might 
not get to …” Gilbert said. 
“I think the most import-
ant thing is what I would 
call accessibility. It gives us 
a chance to see great per-
formances at a cost we can 
support, but mostly that we 
can get to them … I think it 
builds a sense that theater is, 
in fact, for everyone. I think 
that the audience has in-
creased, and I don’t think it’s 
hurt the National Theatre; 
it’s probably helped.”

Medea comes to life

By MADDIE CLOUGH
madeline-clough@uiowa.edu

Live, local music has 
been represented in Iowa 
City for years. Unfortu-
nately, the musicians rec-
ognized are predominantly 
men. The Iowa Women’s 
Music Festival aims to give 
rising female musicians 
their time in the spotlight.

On Saturday, the John-
son County Fairgrounds 
will host the 21st-annual 
Iowa Women’s Music Festi-
val, a free event started by 
Laurie Haag of the Univer-
sity of Iowa Women’s Re-
source and Action Center. 

“I put out a call asking if 
anyone would have any in-
terest in starting it. About 
20 people signed up and 
helped institutionalize it.”

The annual festival fea-
tures six local female mu-
sicians/bands, this year 
including Girls Rock, Crys 
Matthews, the Matriarchs, 
the Honeybees, Kiya Heart-
wood, and Alix Olson.

The Girls Rock perfor-
mance will feature per-
formers age 8 to 16 who 
participated in a weeklong 
summer camp of the same 
name. Each age group of 
girls wrote their own song 
to perform at the Women’s 
Music Festival.

“That’s what the music 
festival is all about — giv-
ing women a chance in the 
spotlight,” Haag said.

Haag said showcasing lo-
cal female musicians is im-
portant, as many Midwest 
music festivals still pre-
dominately feature men.

“I’m actually a musician 
myself,” she said. “I know 
from my own experience 
playing music in bars and 
at events that 20 years ago 
there were not very many 
opportunities for women. 
Even today when you look at 
the art festivals downtown, it 
is overrepresented by men.”

Lisa Schreihart, a pro-
duction committee mem-
ber for the festival, agreed 
with Haag. 

“Women don’t get near-
ly the number and quality 
of opportunities to play as 
male performers do. On any 
given night in clubs or at 
any given festival a person 
can catch local, regional, 
and national male musi-
cians perform. For female 
musicians, there just aren’t 
as many opportunities to 
hear them,” Schreihart said.

Contrary to popular be-
lief, the festival is open to 
everyone: men, women, 
children, and well-behaved 
dogs. The family-friendly 
event is alcohol-free and 
includes many other as-
pects besides the music 
such as food, merchandise 
vendors, and kid-friendly 
activities.

Though Girls Rock has 
been a staple at the festi-
val, it also features a new 
crop of musical artists from 
year to year.

“I love discovering new 
performers,” Haag said. 
“There are performers ev-
ery year that I’ve never 

seen. One of the groups I 
had seen before in Quad 
Cities at a performance. 
This group before us called 
the Matriarchs blew me 
away. I thought, ‘We have 
to have them.’ ”

Riley Schultz, the fiddle, 
mandolin, and guitar play-
er for the Matriarchs, said 
she believes showcasing 
female musicians is im-
portant.

“There are plenty of theo-
ries about what causes this, 
but to me this indicates a 
need to provide a platform 
to showcase the talented fe-
male musicians we have in 
the area,” Schultz said. “Not 
only does this nurture the 
representations we have, it 
also fosters a sense of com-
munity and leadership for 
all people, especially females 
who can identify with these 
women as role models.” 

Schultz said the Matri-
archs involvement in the 
Women’s Music Festival is 
meaningful to her and her 
band mates.

“I’m really impressed 
by the sense of communi-
ty that comes together to 
recognize these talented 
musicians, not simply be-
cause they’re women, but 
because they offer a unique 
set of voices,” she said. 
“This festival is a means to 
lift those voices above the 
volume of the majority for 
a day so they can be heard. 
With the name like the Ma-
triarchs, we have a clear 
female identity, one that 
is empowering for women 
as leaders, so I feel like we 
complement the purpose of 
the festival well.”

The event is funded by 
sponsors and personal do-
nations, all of which goes 
to the artists, the stage, the 
venue, ASL interpreters, 
and any other expenses 
related to the event. Even 
after 21 years, Haag said 
money continues to be an 
issue for the Iowa Women’s 
Music Festival.

“It’s hard to say about 
the future, things have 

changed a lot over the 
years,” Haag said. “One 
thing we always face is 
funding, which is hard to 
find for local art. We com-
pete with a lot of other lo-
cal events.”

But Schreihart said the 
event has not gone unnoticed 
by from other parts of the state.

“Our recognition this 
year in the Febrary 2014 
issue of Acoustic Gui-
tar Magazine as the Io-
wa selection in the list of 
50 Must-See Americana 
events in the nation attests 
to the fact that people are 
taking notice of Iowa Wom-
en’s Music Festival’s efforts 
to present a great variety 
of music that is appealing 
to all and to present an 
overall compelling event 
that can represent Iowa 
well on a national scale,” 
Schreihart said.

Women sing the blues and greens
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