
By CASSIDY RILEY
cassidy-riley@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — Visiting just a few 
days after Hillary Rodham Clinton, Vice 
President Joe Biden sharpened his rhet-
oric in the State Capitol on Wednesday, 
calling on both the U.S. Congress and 
Gov. Terry Branstad to raise the mini-
mum wage.

“There used to be a consensus in the 
Congress,” Biden told a small crowd 
gathered outside the Statehouse. “[Dem-
ocrats and Republicans] constantly in-
creased the minimum wage.”

Biden’s talks of minimum wage fit the 
discussion of the event he helped kick off, 
the Nuns on the Bus tour — a 36-city trip 
to promote voter registration and a raise 
in employee wages. Union members and 
small business owners shared stories 
about why they believe Iowa’s $7.25 min-
imum wage is insufficient, also calling on 
both state and federal governments to 
enact a higher starting point.

The vice president’s discussion of 

raising the wage comes at a time when 
many candidates for federal office use 
the issue as a campaign platform — a 
foreshadowing that it may be a priority 

in the next legislative session and the 
next session of Congress.
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Biden pushes minimum-wage hike

Vice President Joe Biden speaks at the kickoff event for the “We the People, We the Voters” bus tour. The stop in Des Moines was the 
first of 36 cities for the tour. (The Daily Iowan/Kristen East)

Something 
new in 
local food 

Ceremony welcomes 
new Americans

New citizens were naturalized at a ceremony at the Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library and Museum.

By NICK MOFFITT
Nicholas-moffitt@uiowa.edu

Birgit Schulze never intended to come 
to America.

Having only lived in East Germany, 
Schulze’s fate changed after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. The reunifica-

tion of Germany allowed her to meet her 
future husband — an American citizen.

Schulze, an employee at the Universi-
ty of Iowa Hygienic Lab, said the process 
was easy with the support of her col-
leagues at the lab, as well as her friends. 

Now divorced from the man she fol-
lowed to Iowa, Schulze felt pure bliss 

after her naturalization on Wednesday.
She said she cannot wait to use her 

new rights as an American citizen, with 
one she’ll be able to use this November.

“I will be very happy to go and vote 
soon,” Schulze said.

Participants in a citizenship ceremony in West Branch raise their hands as they take the oath of citizenship Wednesday. More than 70 people received their nationalized citizenship Wednesday. 
(The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

SEE CITIZENS, 3A

Nuns on a Bus and Biden 
promote a minimum-wage 
hike at the Capitol.

SEE WAGE, 3A

Schools 
fall short 
in report
The Iowa City school 
district falls short of meeting 
proficiency standards created 
by No Child Left Behind.
By ALEKSANDRA VUJICIC
Aleksandra-vujicic@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City School District was 
labeled as “in need of assistance,” 
along with 44 other Iowa districts, ac-
cording to the 2014 State Report Card 
for No Child Left Behind.

The results are based on student 
performance on standardized tests 
taken throughout the 2013-14 school 
year for the third through eighth 
grade, as well as the 11th grade.

The federal law requires pub-
lic schools to meet adequate yearly 
progress standards, which measures 
proficiency under federal law, for the 
overall school population and for de-
mographic subgroups.

These subgroups can include so-
cioeconomic status, limited English 
proficiency, and special education, 
according to the state Department of 
Education.

If a district does not meet the profi-
ciency benchmark in math and read-
ing for two-consecutive years, it is la-
beled as “in need of assistance.”

School Board President Chris Lynch 
said the target proficiency rate has 
changed over time, and this year it re-
quired 100 percent proficiency, which 
means every student must reach 
grade-level standards set by the law. 

This year, the state saw an 11.8 
percent increase in the number of dis-
tricts labeled as in need of assistance 
compared with last year, according to 
the report.  

Education Department spokeswom-
an Staci Hupp said the percentage 
of schools that are not meeting the 
yearly progress targets has gone up 
because the target goes up every year.  

SEE EDUCATION, 3A

A food cart in the Iowa City 
Downtown District is seeing 
an increase in the number of 
customers.
By DANIEL VALENTIN
daniel-valentin@uiowa.edu

It’s late at night, and students from 
the University of Iowa are looking 
for a meal around 10:30 p.m. Now, 
they’ve discovered a food cart on the 
Pedestrian Mall: Cornroc.

Makotsi Rukundo, the owner of 
Cornroc, has noticed a sizable in-
crease in the number of student cus-
tomers since the beginning of the 
school year.

“It is a different kind of setting than 
a restaurant,” he said. “It’s outside, so 
I get to talk to customers.”

SEE CORNROC, 3A
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Park & Ride coming to town

Supporters of Hillary Rodham Clinton gather signatures on Clinton Street near the Pentacrest on Wednesday. The volunteers also helped people register to vote. (The Daily 
Iowan/Joshua Housing)

By MITCH MCANDREW
mitch-McAndrew@uiowa.edu

All across the state, 
Iowa transportation offi-
cials are seeking input on 
a new plan that will allow 
drivers to share rides and 
carpool often.

Park and Ride is a sys-
tem that lets participants 
leave their cars in a lot 
and utilize carpools or 
public transport for their 
commutes, said Garrett 
Pedersen, transpor-
tation planner for the 
Iowa Department of 
Transportation. The 
response from these 
meetings will help 
complete plans for the 
program.

“It provides more op-
tions to the commuting 
public,” he said. 

There are 26 Park and 
Ride Systems already in 
place in Iowa, but the new 
plan aims to further orga-
nize the effort. 

“The approach we’re tak-
ing now is much more ad 
hoc,” Pedersen said, mean-
ing the program will grow 

with time.
The plan is part of broad-

er initiative called “Iowa In 
Motion — Planning Ahead 
2040,” which focuses on 
improving safety, efficiency, 
and quality of life in Iowa. 

The need for a new ap-
proach is significant, with 
traffic levels increasing 
37 percent in the last 20 
years. Additionally, only 
9 percent of commuters 
carpool, while 78.7 percent 
drive to work alone, ac-

cording to the Iowa DOT. 
The plan was finally draft-

ed in response to the public’s 
input on these issues.  

“The primary goal of cre-
ating this [system] is to re-
duce commuter volume and 
commuter mileage,” said 
Brock Grenis, transit plan-
ner for the East Central 
Iowa Council of Govern-
ments, which is assisting 
the DOT with the imple-
mentation of the system on 

the local level. 
Reducing the number 

of cars on the road would 
greatly improve travel con-
ditions for Iowans. 

“Pulling more traffic 
off of heavily traveled 
roads will lead to more 
longevity in our road-
ways,” Pedersen said. 

The reduced traffic would 
also improve safety, because 
less traffic will reduce ex-
posure to crashes and alle-
viate congestion, according 

to the Iowa DOT’s Park and 
Ride System Plan. 

The roads won’t be the 
plan’s only beneficiaries. 

“[Park and Ride] is also 
much more cost effective for 
commuters,” Pedersen said.  

Drivers will save money 
on reduced fuel and mainte-
nance needs. 

Iowa City and Cedar 
Rapids area commuters 
could soon be reaping 
these benefits.

The site would either be 
at the intersection of I-380 
and County Road F28 in 
North Liberty or I-80 and 
First Avenue in Coralville.

Interstate 380 has an av-
erage annual daily traffic 
that hovers around 25,000 
vehicles/ day, according to 
Iowa DOT data. 

This area’s selection is 
the result of analysis by 
the Iowa DOT and several 
county Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organizations. 

The locations pro-
posed in the Park 
and Ride System 
Plan also experi-
enced heavy county 
to county traffic, gaps 

in existing Park and Ride 
facilities, and input from 
local planning officials, Gre-
nis said. 

“We follow a three-step 
analysis,” Pedersen said. 
“First, we identify the 
highest commuter inter-
action, then we study the 
routes on those areas, and 
finally we look for places 
along those routes where 
a Park and Ride would be 
best utilized.” 

By CORY PORTER
cory-porter@uiowa.edu

Students had the op-
portunity on Wednesday 
to meet with represen-
tatives from various hu-
man-rights organizations 
at the University of Iowa 
and in Iowa City, thanks 
to the first-ever Human 
Rights Opportunity Fair.

The UI Students for Hu-
man Rights organization 
hosted the event on the T. 
Anne Cleary walkway.

“The group thought 
it would be a good idea 
to try to get as many 
service-based or hu-
man-rights-associated 
organizations on campus 
to be in one area,” said UI 
senior Leila Mustafa, who 
serves as president for 
the organization. “So that 
people on campus can see 
how many different op-
portunities there are to 
get involved.”

Tables and chairs were 
set up all along the walk-
way, with representatives 
from each group stationed 
at tables, handing out 
fliers and brochures and 

talking to students.
Mustafa said that more 

than 30 groups attended 
the fair.

“The purpose of this 
fair … is really to bring 
together, in one place, ex-
posure for all of the edu-
cational and experiential 
internship and career-re-
lated opportunities 
around human rights for 
students,” group adviser 
Edward Miner said.

Sam Odeyemi, a 2013 
graduate from the UI, 
was at the fair represent-
ing Proteus, a nonprofit 
group that helps migrant 
and seasonal workers 
who come to Iowa by 
providing them with 
emergency assistance, 
including rent, gas, and 
groceries.

He said he enjoys his job 
as a caseworker with Pro-
teus, because he believes 
the work is rewarding, for 
him and his clients.

“When you meet some 
of these clients and 
these people and you 
see the struggles they 
go through, how much 
they’re fighting, it’s em-

powering,” he said.
Marco Yu, a fourth year 

Ph.D. student, said he 
arrived from Hong Kong 
last week and wanted to 
visit the fair. 

“I wanted to look if 
there was some useful 
information for me to get 
used to here,” Yu said.

Further down the 
walkway, UI junior Mari-
na Bekovic and UI senior 
Heidi Brown sat at a ta-
ble for the Center for Hu-
man Rights and talked to 
people as they walked by.

Bekovic said the mem-
bers of the center, which 
is housed in the College 
of Law, mainly focus on 
raising awareness for hu-
man-rights issues in the 
community.

A certificate for hu-
man rights is available 
through the organization, 
as well as internship op-
portunities, which have 
proven popular for people 
from majoring in a variety 
of different fields.

“We have people from 
the engineering colleges 
and business schools, ev-
erybody wants to be in-

volved, which is really 
great to see,” Bekovic said.

UI junior Tarun Kaduru 
stopped by the fair to get 
ideas and network for a 
newly formed task group 
he is a member of called 
“Herky Cares.”

The group’s goal is to 
promote sustainabili-
ty and social justice on 
campus and he hopes to 
get first-year students in-
volved.

UI sophomore Adri-
anne Peterman was 
walking through the fair 
on her way to study and 
stopped to look at the dif-
ferent tables.

“I saw the Peace Corps 
[table] and was interest-
ed in it, and I’ve gone 
from booth to booth now,” 
she said.

Miner stressed that 
when students came to-
gether in these groups, to 
make their voices heard, 
they could do big things. 

“[The fair is] really to 
try to build towards a 
cohesive community of 
people that are broad-
ly interested in human 
rights,” he said.

CORRECTION
In the Sept. 17 article, “UI sees driverless future,” The Daily Iowan incorrectly reported the University of Iowa is 

waiting for approval from the state Board of Regents today regarding the creation of a driverless-car institute. The 
regents voted on the matter on Sept. 10. The DI regrets the error.

Park and Ride systems are in the Iowa City area’s future, according to the Iowa DOT.

Fair celebrates human rights
On Wednesday, the University of Iowa Students for Human Rights organization hosted 
the first ever Human Rights Opportunity Fair.

READY FOR HILLARY

‘Pulling more traffic off of heavily traveled roads will lead to 
more longevity in our roadways,’

— Garrett Petersen, transportation planner for the Iowa Department of Transportation



Rukundo said a decent 
number of his customers 
are travelers that like to 
grab their food and go, 
which is very beneficial to 
his business. 

“We draw in such a large 
population of freshmen 
who grow tired of comfort 
food such as pizzas, meat-
ball subs, and Mexican 
food,” he said. “When I was 
in college, I’d seen all sorts 
of changing businesses, 
but no one realizes there 
are food carts.”

Rukundo wants to cre-
ate a car delivery service 
for students because so 
many of them are taking 
a liking to his food cart, 
but he is not able to use 
food trucks.

“The city’s regulations 
are already specific to the 
size of the cart,” he said. 
“We want to set up so that 
on Saturday nights, college 
students can call with a 
specific order, we get their 
location, and deliver. This 
will definitely help with 
popularity. They must use 
their credit card.”

City Clerk Marian Karr 
said the city does not gov-
ern delivery services, but 
rather the zones in which 
they conduct business.

“We do not usually allow 
commercial use of streets 
and sidewalks,” she said.

Karr said they are be-
ginning to try to make use 
of mobile vending trucks, 
but they are not seeing 
much success. 

Doug Beardsley, the di-
rector of Johnston County 
Public Health Services, 
said that anyone provid-

ing food to the public must 
have a permit and they 
must follow regulations.

“Hot foods must be kept 
hot, and cold foods kept 
cold,” he said.

Beardsley said that pub-
lic-health services could 
indeed license Rukundo’s 
food cart if it meets the 
food standards for food 
trucks.

“There is no restriction 
by the health department 
as to where food trucks op-
erate,” Beardsley said.

UI freshman Danny 
Poole said although he 
likes to eat at Hillcrest, he 
said one reason he thinks 
students are beginning to 
go to Cornroc is to seek out 
variety in what they eat.

“It’s a nice way to get 
away from burritos and 
pizza, and it lets us try 
something new,” Poole 
said.

Poole said he thinks 
students in general would 
prefer not to walk across 
the Pentacrest to get a bite 
to eat, so he endorses the 
delivery service idea. 

UI sophomore Erin 
Jones said every once in 
a while, it is good to try 
something new. 

“It’s good that it’s open 
so late,” she said. “I have 
classes at very inconve-
nient times, and I often 
miss meals.”

Jones also said she 
likes the food-cart style 
when compared to the 
atmosphere that restau-
rants create. 

“I work at a restau-
rant, and I’m not really 
able to talk that much 
to customers,” she said. 
“I think it’s good to have 
that connection. That’s 
why this place sounds 
so cool.”

Schulze was one of 77 
immigrants who took the 
oath of allegiance at a 
naturalization ceremo-
ny at the Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library and 
Museum. The immigrants 
are now former citizens of 
31 countries and six conti-
nents, and the new citizens 
range in age from 20 to 68. 

As part of the 227th an-
niversary of the signing 
of the U.S. Constitution, 
more than 27,000 people 
will be naturalized this 

week, according to U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services. 

Chief Magistrate Judge 
Jon Scoles of the of the 
U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Io-
wa said that days such as 
Wednesday are his favor-
ite as a judge. 

“Almost everything I do 
relates to conflict,” he said. 
“But this is one of those 
rare days where there is 
none, everyone is excited, 
everyone is happy.”

He said during his re-
marks at the ceremony 
that the event taking 
place on Constitution Day 
makes the event even 

more special. Sept. 17 
marked the 227th anni-
versary of the signing of 
the constitution.

“The Constitution is the 
foundation, and having 
new citizens welcomed on 
this day makes it doubly 
special,” Scoles said.

Every naturalized pro-
cess must go through a 
process by U.S. Immi-
gration and Citizenship 
Services that can take 
anywhere from three to 
five years, depending on 
how immigrants traveled 
to the United States, said 
Marc Dillon, an officer 
with the citizenship and 
immigration service. 

Dillon said this year 
the number of natural-
ized citizens at the Hoover 
ceremony has risen from 
around 70 at the last cere-
mony to this year’s 77. 

He also said that there 
are a few common snags 
for some people looking 
to become citizens, and 
although most people in 
the process do make it 
through, it can lengthen 
the process for some. 

“Normally, people have 
trouble passing the inter-
view, the English reading 
and writing on the natu-
ralization test,” he said.

According to a press re-
lease in June, the passing 

rate for the citizenship 
test is 91 percent. 

The test requires them 
to read and write in En-
glish as well as have 
knowledge of U.S. history 
and government.

Representatives on be-
half of the Iowa congres-
sional delegation read 
letters on behalf of Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, Sen. 
Tom Harkin, Rep. Bruce 
Braley, and Rep. Dave 
Loebsack.

The new naturalized 
citizens also heard a re-
corded message welcom-
ing them as citizens from 
President Obama, who 
noted that Americans 

were a melting pot con-
nected by common ideals. 

One of the naturalized 
citizens, Elshahir Abdal-
la, originally from Sudan, 
said the history aspect is 
exciting to him.

Abdalla is attending com-
munity college, where he 
one day dreams of attaining 
a Ph.D. in political science 
and “becoming an icon.”

“Coming from a poor coun-
try of Sudan, to come here to 
the first country in the world 
is so great,” he said.
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CITIZENS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WAGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Gov. Terry Branstad 
hasn’t ruled out the idea.

“The governor has 
signed legislation in-
creasing the minimum 
wage in the past, but 
the governor ultimate-
ly reserves judgment on 
all legislation until its 
final form,” said Tommy 
Schultz, an official with 
Branstad’s re-election 

campaign.
Branstad’s Democrat-

ic opponent, Sen. Jack 
Hatch, D-Des Moines, has 
been exceptionally vocal 
about his goal to raise the 
state minimum wage to 
$10.10 an hour if he were 
elected.

In his speech at the Har-
kin Steak Fry on Sunday 
in the Indianola, Hatch 
said raising the minimum 
wage would be one of his 
first priorities as governor.

Danny Homan, the 
president of the AFSCME 

Iowa Council 61, was at 
Wednesday’s event, and 
he implied on the steps 
of the Capitol that it is 
un-American for leaders 
to allow the gap between 
the wealthiest and poorest 
nations to grow.

“Nobody can live on 
$7.25 an hour,” he said. 
“Nobody.”

He, too, called on both the 
U.S. Congress and Gov. Ter-
ry Branstad to make a min-
imum-wage hike a priority.

The U.S. Senate earlier 
this year failed to push 

forward a bill that Sen. 
Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, 
proposed, which would 
have raised the mini-
mum wage to $10.10 by 
2016.  Iowa Democrats 
introduced similar legis-
lation in the Legislature 
as well. Both the nation-
al and state-level bills 
failed to pass.

The last federal increase 
was in 2009, and the last 
state increase was in 2008.

 Laura Comito, an Iowa 
business owner who also 
spoke at the event, told 

the story of her daughter 
— a college graduate — 
who now works two part-
time jobs at a gas station 
and as art teacher and can 
barely get by.

“It’s not enough,” she 
told The Daily Iowan, ref-
erencing her daughter’s 
$7.25 an hour wage.

 And Biden agreed 
in his speech, saying it 
is “long past time” the 
wage be raised.

 Biden praised the nuns 
for the work they’ve done 
on a variety of issues but 
he focused primarily on 
economic themes and how 
important it is for law-
makers to protect the mid-
dle class.

 “This is about how you 
build America and Amer-
ica does better — every-
one does better — when 
everyone is in on the 
deal,” he said.

EDUCATION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“The law in its current 
form has outlived its use-
fulness as a lever for im-
proving student achieve-
ment,” Hupp said in an 
email statement. “In Iowa, 
we embrace accountability 
and high expectations. But 
the accountability system 
under No Child Left Be-
hind should be fair, and 
the sanctions and sup-
ports should drive us to-
ward better outcomes for 
children.”

Despite the Iowa City 
district’s shortfall, Lynch 
said Iowa City students 
are doing better today 

than they were a year ago 
or even three years ago. 

He said this improve-
ment has been evident 
across grade levels and 
with higher ACT scores 
and participation. That 
this progress is not ev-
ident through No Child 
Left Behind is unfortu-
nate, he said.

“We just reviewed our 
student performance, and 
we continue to see in-
creased performance ver-
sus the national average,” 
Lynch said.

School Board mem-
ber Orville Townsend 
said that in any situa-
tion, not necessarily just 
schools, when you expect 
someone to achieve 100 
percent, there is no room 

for error. But the finan-
cial incentives that come 
with the law should also 
be kept in mind. 

“Whenever we want to 
consider [No Child Left 
Behind] or discuss that we 
need to first go and look 
at what amount of addi-
tional money is involved 
and whether No Child 
Left Behind provided the 
money to allow people to 
do what needs to be done,” 
Townsend said. 

The district has created 
action plans in line with 
the No Child Left Behind 
requirements, and Lynch 
said 100 percent proficien-
cy is always a long term 
goal but may not necessar-
ily be the only measure of 
success. 

“I think 100 percent 
of our kids are meeting 
their maximum potential 
and if we’re doing that, 
then we’re successful,” 
Lynch said. 

CORNROC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

I am a movie buff. There 
is a strange joy that I feel 
when I annoy my friends 
with worthless bits of 
trivia that none of them 
care about. I am also a 
movie critic. This is just as 
annoying (if not more so) to 
not only my friends but my 
family as well. Be that as it 
may, I am still invited to my 
social circle’s weekly movie 
night, held in whoever’s 
dorm is the cleanest. It was 
at our latest movie night 
that I noticed a strange 
pattern. This recurring 
factor became more promi-
nent as the night went on, 
and the pictures became 
more modern.

As technology has grown 
more sophisticated and 
CGI (Computer Gener-
ated Images) more finely 
tuned, the quality of the 
writing has faltered. This 
weakness has proved to 
be detrimental to several 
films and caused them fall 
short of their potential.

Back in the day when the 
best special-effect creature 
Hollywood could buy was a 
Muppet, special effects and 
environments were severely 
limited. The technology sel-
dom gave filmmakers any 
other option, so they made 
do with what was available. 
This forced the screenwriter 
to create her or his specific 
world, not merely with 
special effects, but with the 
characters. 

However, production 
during a time of limited 
CGI could be utilized quite 
effectively. For this to hap-
pen, filmmakers had to be 
creative. These ideas led to 
many innovations, such as 
the stop-motion skeletons 
from the classic film Jason 
and the Argonauts. 

Let me clarify by saying 
that not all CGI is bad. 
In fact, a great number 
of movies have used it 
spectacularly. But what I 
noticed in many modern 
films is an over-reliance on 
the state of the art CGI that 

we as a viewing public have 
become accustomed to over 
the years. 

A good example of what 
I’m trying to say is summed 
up in 2013’s Oz the Great 
and Powerful. The film 
showcases an abundance 
of beautiful images that 
create the world of Oz in a 
different way from its Gold-
en Age predecessor. Unlike 
The Wizard of Oz though, 
the characters of the 2013 
prequel are painfully 
one-dimensional. Every 
single character had so few 
identifiable traits that they 
seem almost neglected. 

This came from an over-
indulgence of technology. 
For some reason, the film 
industry nowadays sacrific-
es character development 
for more pretty special 
effects. Big, action-packed 
battles overshadow any 
scene that involves emotion-
al turmoil or conflict. When 
those scenes come out 
from the shade, they are so 
mishandled that you want 
to just skip them to get back 
to the computer-generated 
eye candy. When you make 
it so the characters in your 
movie bore the audience, 
then you know you messed 
up somewhere.

There is a middle ground, 
though. And much like the 
child star with a successful 
adult career, it is a rare feat. 
And also like most cases, 
the middle ground is the 
best option. 

So has CGI gone to 
far? Surprisingly, I don’t 
think so.

Despite what I’ve said on 
the topic, I think it’s a good 
thing. Imagine a movie 
such as Avatar or Dawn 
of the Planet of the Apes. 
Granted, I am sure that 
puppets could be used to 
an extent, but it would look 
more humorous than dra-
matic. Second, the amount 
of detail that can be put 
into a CGI image can be 
breathtaking. Certain en-
vironments (especially that 
of sci-fi films) are at their 
finest when as much detail 
as possible can be used.

The only limit in this 
creation is the imagination 
of the filmmaker. If the 
same imaginative level used 
in CGI is also used for other 
aspects, then it will work 
out just fine. Only in neglect 
will things fall apart.
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T  he Iowa Department of Education released 
the 2014 state report card Tuesday, and the 
results have garnered mixed reactions.

The report card indicates Iowa has not met certain 
targets established under the No Child Left Behind 
law. The main argument raised by those in the educa-
tion community is that the targets schools are expect-
ed to meet are unrealistic and do not account for the 
progress the Iowa school systems are making. 

The implementation of these high standards are mak-
ing for a moving target educators cannot hope to hit. 

The results of this state report card are not receiving 
a warm welcome. According to the results determined 
by scores on the annual Iowa Assessment, around two-
thirds of Iowa public schools did not meet proficiency 
standards in mathematics and reading. The target for 
the 2013-14 school year was 100 percent proficiency. 
The statistics paint a gruesome picture of the aca-
demic success in the Iowa school districts, but some 
are saying that these numbers do not account for the 
amount of tangible progress that has been made. 

This year, the state of Iowa saw an 11.8 percent in-
crease of districts labeled as in need of assistance com-
pared with last year, according to the report. The profi-
ciency target also went up from 80 percent in 2011-12 
to 100 percent in 2013-14, which some local educators 
contend is an unreasonable goal. 

Many are pointing to the same issues raised with 
the Common Core about academic success being mea-
sured against other states and government proposed 
curriculums. What works for other states may not 

necessarily work for the students of Iowa and being 
labeled “In need of assistance” doesn’t necessarily im-
prove morale. 

However, resistance to these measurements can re-
sult in the loss of valuable government funding that 
could prove helpful in efforts to restructure and im-
prove performance. Given the importance placed on 
the results of standardizing testing, one cannot simply 
opt out of the process on the pretense that the rubric in 
place is flawed. While the standards used to measure 
student performance may require some adjustment, 
they cannot be ignored completely. 

Progress is always something that should be rec-
ognized, but this is a situation in which the evidence 
of a lack of progress overshadows the real work being 
made to meet the seemingly impossible targets being 
established. These results do not say that Iowa schools 
are not working hard to reach their goals, but rather 
they just haven’t met them yet. Whether the fault lies 
in the inflexibility of the No Child Behind Laws is un-
clear, but what is clear is that compromise has to be 
made. The problem in trying to measure the success 
of a wide pool of students is the same problem that 
comes up when trying to teach a wide pool of students. 
What works for some doesn’t always work for all, and 
the solution isn’t to force homogeny on a student popu-
lation using higher goals and punishment for missing 
said goals. The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes 
flexibility and adaptation will prove crucial in mea-
suring the progress of a diverse education system 
such as Iowa’s.  
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COLUMN

World Suicide Preven-
tion Day was last week, 
but the topic seems to 
have been more promi-
nent in the public psy-
che than ever. Shaken by 
Robin Williams’ suicide 
last month, people were 
left perplexed by the 
notion that someone so 
exuberant and engaging 
could compartmentalize 
his career from his inner 
demons. More recently, 
Simone Battle, a finalist 
of the popular show 
“X-Factor,” was another 
celebrity that fell victim 
to her depression. 

The dominant ques-
tion always seems to 
fall as “Who would 
have thought?” rather 
than “How could this 

have been prevented?” 
Understandably, words 
often fail when we grap-
ple with the idea that 
someone could, by their 
own will, exit this earth. 
People with terminal 
illness fight to say alive 
on a day-to-day basis … 
but it’s time that we start 
discussing depression as 
a day-to-day fight as well.

According to the 
organization Suicide 
Awareness Voices of 
Education, “Suffering 
from depression is invol-
untary, just like cancer 
or diabetes, but it is a 
treatable illness that 
can be managed.” Yet 
when people suffer from 
physical illness, we talk 
about it much differently 
than mental illness. 

I know I myself am 
guilty of tossing around 
the word “depressed” in 
reference to feelings I 
have that by definition 
are certainly not indic-
ative of clinical depres-
sion. Oddly, depression 
has become normalized 

from a colloquial stand-
point, but its stigma as a 
mental illness continues 
to stick around.

Learning the signs 
that someone is contem-
plating suicide comes 
hand in hand with 
learning how to talk 
about depression. In 
fact, Suicide Awareness 
also states that the sim-
ple act of talking can be 
incredibly beneficial to a 
person with depression. 
Traditional talk therapy 
is often also combined 
with antidepressant 
medication … yet taking 
medication for a mental 
illness remains far more 
stigmatized than taking 
medication for physical 
reasons. 

Some might find it 
hard to reconcile the 
fact that suicide is, in 
fact, preventable with 
the fact that mental 
illness is involuntary. 
But this is a burden 
that falls on the rest of 
society, not the victims 
of depression, because 

we need to learn how 
to approach depression 
without belittling it.

People often learn how 
to mask their depression 
because, through its in-
ability to get a dialogue 
rolling, society demands 
it. We don’t like prob-
lems that don’t have 
easy solutions or don’t 
fit in with light dinner 
banter. 

In reality, one out of 
four adults will experi-
ence mental illness for a 
year of their lives. Some 
diagnoses are unfor-
tunately more chronic 
than others, but this is 
all the more reason for 
us to learn how to talk 
about them. 

The National Alli-
ance on Mental Health 
puts suicide at the 10th 
leading cause of death 
in the United States. 
So we can either learn 
to talk about it and the 
disorders that often 
coexist with it, or we 
can continue scratching 
our heads. 

Michael Korobov
michael-korobov@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

I was only 2 years old 
when my parents and 
I boarded a plane and 
headed to America. 

We had just left our 
apartment in Kharkov, 
Ukraine, a place my fam-
ily had called home for as 
long as anyone could re-
member. It was 1994, and 
while I was way too young 
to understand what this 
new life would mean for 
me, serious changes were 
happening in the country 
I had just left. 

By this point, Ukraine 
had been independent 
from the Soviet Union for 
five years and had the 
third-largest stockpile of 
nuclear weapons in the 
world. That year, a confer-
ence took place in Buda-
pest, Hungary, that led to 
the Budapest Memoran-

dum, which was signed 
by the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and the 
Russian Federation. The 
agreement stated that 
Ukraine would give up 
its nuclear arsenal for a 
security assurance by the 
signing parties. 

A denuclearized 
Ukraine meant a safer 
Europe, and with the pro-
tection of three military 
superpowers, what could 
go wrong?

When I read this 
weekend that Ukraine 
Defense Minister Valery 
Heletey had said that 
NATO had started to 
deliver weaponry to 
Ukraine, I was thrilled. 
In truth though, it is too 
little too late. Immedi-
ately, his statement was 
rejected by the United 
States as well as five 
other NATO members. 

It is without question 
that Russia has violated 
Ukraine’s sovereignty 
both through the annex-
ation of Crimea and in 
its support of pro-Rus-
sian rebels. The act is 
a direct breach of the 

Budapest Memorandum, 
which it signed. 

No one wants World 
War III, and President 
Obama’s economic 
sanctions have surely 
had some impact. The 
Russian ruble is sitting 
at a record low. However, 
the United States owes 
Ukraine more than sanc-
tions alone. Putting aside 
contractual obligations, 
there is a moral argument 
to be made here. We are 
not coming to the aid of a 
country that voluntarily 
made itself vulnerable to 
invasion. What kind of 
message does this send 
to the world about our 
credibility, and how can 
we expect other countries 
to trust us in the future?

This failure to hon-
or our commitments 
emboldens our enemies. 
Ukrainian politician and 
former chess grandmaster 
Garry Kasparov wrote in 
Time that, “as long as Pu-
tin moves from victory to 
victory without resistance, 
he gains more support.” 
The United States cannot 
set a precedent of allow-

ing countries to blatantly 
violate international laws 
and agreements. 

While there is little 
I remember from my 
upbringing in Ukraine, 
the stories my parents 
and grandparents tell 
me are frightening. They 
talk of long lines to get 
the most basic groceries, 
starvation, and poverty 
—  all concepts that I 
have been fortunate 
enough to never experi-
ence during my life here. 
I will be forever thankful 
to America for providing 
me the opportunities 
and quality of life I have 
become accustomed to. 

I grew up believing that 
this new country that my 
family now resides in is 
the leader in preserving 
good and righteousness 
in the world. I still believe 
that today.

The United States 
must stick to its princi-
ples. It must stand hand 
in hand with Ukrainians 
in supporting them and 
ensuring their sover-
eignty through any 
means possible. 

Brianne Richson
brianne-richson@uiowa.edu

Dealing with depression

U.S. must back Ukraine

Flexibility needed in Iowa 
education
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Located in the craft room 
of the Iowa City Parks and 
Recreation building, an ed-
ible garden proposal was 
held last night. 

As part of the Iowa City 
Parks and Recreation Cen-
ter’s 50th anniversary cele-
bration, a new garden will 
open next spring. The gar-
den will offer free food for 
the public to pick as they 
walk by.

The garden will be lo-
cated at the Robert A. Lee 
Recreation Center, 220 S. 
Gilbert St. 

Crafters and gardeners 
joined to suggest ideas on 
the expansion of the already 
established Children’s Dis-
covery Garden, located on 
the north entrance, to ex-
tend across the west side of 
the building.

“Let’s develop a legacy 
project that can last anoth-
er 50 years that can benefit 
the community,” said Chad 
Dyson, the superintendent 
of the recreation depart-
ment.

Backyard Abundance, a 
nonprofit organization that 
helps people create land-
scapes through classes and 
tours, is on the design team 
for this project.

“Planting food in all areas 
has all kinds of benefits,” 
said Fred Meyer, the direc-
tor of Backyard Abundance. 
“It’s getting people to use 
the space in a new way.”

The goal is to have a set 
design and budget plan by 
Oct. 4 to announce to the 
public. 

For design, coordinators 
have three goals in mind 
for the garden: low mainte-
nance, edibility, and beauty. 

Those who attended the 
meeting were able to vote 
on behalf of the city on what 
plants they would like to 
see next spring.

Attendee Anne Crotty 
works at the University of 
Iowa for the Child Health 
Specialty Clinic. She is in-
terested in the idea of free, 
local food that’s available at 
her hands.

“I voted for fruit trees, 
like peaches and apple 
trees, and a variety of 
herbs,” she said. “But they 
will incorporate a lot of dif-
ferent plants.”

Once the garden is built, 
coordinators aren’t worried 
about squirrels and other 
animals getting inside the 
unfenced garden, but birds 
may have easier access.

“Roads create a protec-
tion from critters, but we 
may have to create some 
protection from birds,” Mey-
er said.

Though there was some 
concern about having edi-
ble trees alongside a public 
road, there has been min-
imal damage at the chil-
dren’s garden. Employees 
at the Rec Center expect the 
same outcome for the edible 
garden.

Backyard Abundance 
aided in the Edible Forest 
design at Wetherby Park in 
Iowa City. Its success has 
encouraged others that it 
will also succeed.

“It’s fun to put plants in 
and design [the garden], but 
it needs to be adopted,” said 
Joyce Miller, a Backyard 
Abundance designer. “The 
community, school kids and 
volunteers need to make it 
look like it’s cared for.”

On Oct. 4 there will also 
be a ceremonial tree planting 
as part of the anniversary 
celebration, along with other 
events at the Rec Center.

“There will be a ’50s and 
’60s era band at a social and 
dance in the evening,” Dys-
on said. “There might be an 
aquatics event in the pool, 
but the complete schedule 
will be coming out in about 
a week.”

Despite some progress, 
locals say the majority 
of Iowa City’s sidewalks 
and curb ramps, or cuts, 
are still in grave need 
of repair and may not 
be compliant with the 
Americans with Disabil-
ities Act.

In February, Lawrence 
Kudej, the chairman of 
the Johnson County Task 
Force on Aging, submit-
ted a complaint on be-
half of the task force to 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice, alleging that a 
substantial number of 
the sidewalks in Iowa 
City violated ADA regu-
lations.

Kudej said although 
the city responded al-
most immediately via 
letter and email, not 
much progress seemed 
to be made for several 
more months, although 
continued communica-
tion was good.

On May 22, the Jus-
tice Department sent 
a letter to Mayor Matt 
Hayek, notifying the 
city it would open an 
investigation as well as 
requesting information 
regarding the complaint. 
The letter stated the city 
had 30 days to respond 
or face litigation.

It wasn’t until this 
past week, however, that 
city officials said they be-
came aware of the letter.

“We don’t know why 
we didn’t receive the let-
ter, or if we did receive 
it, what may have hap-
pened to it,” said Geoff 
Fruin, the assistant to 
the city manager.

It is unknown if the 
city will face litigation 

for failing to respond in a 
timely fashion.

Although Fruin said 
he does not believe the 
city is out of compliance 
with ADA regulations, 
many Iowa City resi-
dents disagree.

“I found that there 
were many curb cuts that 
were either too steep, 
had broken and damaged 
concrete, or were nonex-
istent,” task-force mem-
ber and wheelchair user 
Harry Olmstead said.

Besides specifying 
the slope required for 
easy maneuverability, 
the ADA also specifies 
where curb cuts are to 
be placed, such as near 
bus stops. 

A lack, Olmstead said, 
he sees far too commonly.

“The problem is unlit 
areas and at night when 
someone gets off the bus, 
and they’re in a wheel-
chair like I am,” Olm-
stead said. “I’ve gotten 
off the bus and almost 
gone off the curb, which 
could have damaged my 
chair and possibly in-
jured myself.”

Hannah Soyer, a stu-
dent at the University of 
Iowa as well as a wheel-
chair user, said she al-
so agrees with the task 
force’s assessment. 

“I really like living 
here because everything 
is within walking dis-
tance,” she said. "But the 
sidewalks are really aw-
ful. A lot of the curb cuts 
are really old and lumpy, 
and often I have to get a 
running start to get over 
it.”

Also in 2012, the Met-
ropolitan Planning Or-
ganization of Johnson 
County began a county-
wide inventory of side-

walks and curb cuts. 
Out of the more than 

4,800 curb cuts in Io-
wa City, the inventory 
found that 44 percent 
had slopes greater than 
standard.

When Soyer ap-
proached the Women’s 
Resource and Action 
Center about putting in 
a ramp, she said the di-
rector had been trying 
to, but was unable to do 
to so because of issues 
with UI Facilities Man-
agement.

“They told her that we 
don’t have to do anything 
till a student expresses 
concern, and I believe 
that’s how people view 
accessibility in gener-
al,” Soyer said. “You 
shouldn’t have to have 
a student say something 
— that doesn’t make any 
sense.”

Many issues remain with Iowa City’s sidewalks, but city 
officials maintain they are ADA complaint.

By BEN MARKS
benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

By GRACE PATERAS
grace-pateras@uiowa.edu

UI freshman and cadet Hannah Raebel reads the Constitution outside the Old Capitol on Wednesday. The ROTC progam hosted 
the reading of the Constitution in honor of Constitution Day. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa City eyes 
edible garden

Sidewalks spark local ire
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@TheDailyIowan



• Structural Biology Interest Group, “The Power 
of Small Mutagenesis and the Lowly H-bond,” Chris 
Ahern, 9 a.m., 4-403A Bowen
• Newcomers Group of the University Club, 9:30 
a.m., UI Health Care Iowa River Landing
• Deloitte Information Session, 10 a.m., Pappajohn 
Business Building West Galleria 
• “Hans Albert Einstein: Albert’s Son and Pioneering 
Engineer,” Connie Mutel, 2 p.m., 1505 Seamans Center
• Frank, 5 & 9 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Land Ho, 7 p.m., FilmScene
• “It Was Rape” Film and Discussion, 7 p.m., 335 IMU
• UI Explorers Seminar, “Journey to the Center of the 

Milky Way Galaxy,” Cornelia Lang, 7 p.m., UI Museum of 
Natural History
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Battle of the Bands, 8 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• I Am The Avalanche, 8:30 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
• SoulShake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

Things learned while 
cooking in a restaurant 

kitchen:
• If you’re really allergic 

to onions, I’d recommend not 
being anywhere near any 
restaurant kitchen ever.

• Butter comes in quar-
ter-pound bricks for a reason: 
that’s the smallest unit you’ll 

ever need to use.
• Garlic makes everything 

taste better.
• Bacon is like garlic in 

meat form.
• Something doesn’t taste 

right? More salt.
• Still doesn’t taste right? 

More garlic.
• Still doesn’t taste right? 

More bacon.
• Still doesn’t taste right? 

Screw it; it tastes better this way.
• You wouldn’t think it but 

it’s possible for someone to 
send back a well-done steak 

for being overcooked.
• Never eat anything a line 

cook offers you on a spoon.
• Always smell your water. 

It could be vinegar.
• Yesterday’s chowder is to-

morrow’s bisque — assuming 
the immersion blender gets 

fixed in time.
• Oh, your feet hurt? Sorry, 

but that’s what boxed wine 
is for.

• Unless you cut off at 
least an inch of your finger, 

you don’t need to go to a 
doctor. Suck it up, and keep 

working.
• Culinary schools are for 

people who don’t belong in 
restaurant kitchens.

 
Andrew R. Juhl thanks Matt 

Gorman for today’s Ledge idea.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien power over us. 
— Franklin D. Roosevelt

Thursday, September 18, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Do things with lightning speed, and you’ll grab the 
attention of someone who can help you advance. Have patience with those 
unable to keep up with you. Tolerance and your ability to get things done will 
result in a leadership position.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Do as much as you can. You will win if you com-
plete projects that can make your life more comfortable or user-friendly. 
Set your sights high, and do your thing. You will be admired for your 
accomplishments.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t let uncertainty get you down. Focus on whatev-
er needs to be done, and implement detail and precision into your plan. Clear 
up unfinished business, and adapt to any changes that come your way. Time 
wasted cannot be retrieved.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Get moving if you want to keep up with the 
crowd. An emotional situation will lead to isolation if you ignore the ob-
vious. Listen to complaints, and use experience to avoid misfortune. Pay 
close attention to detail.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t spend money on something you don’t need. Cut 
your overhead in order to secure your financial future. Being overly generous 
will not buy friendship or help you eliminate stress. Talk to people you trust, 
and take their advice.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Try something new, and you will meet someone 
interesting. A greater interest in helping your community must not turn into a 
money pit. Offer your time, not your cash, and you will expand your friend-
ships without depleting your bank account.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t get down, get busy. Set reachable goals instead 
of striving for the impossible. Stay on track, and avoid an emotional situation 
with someone you work or live with. Avoid restrictions by doing everything 
according to rules and regulations.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Travel for business or pleasure, and you will encoun-
ter a magical moment with the potential to turn into a prosperous venture. 
Unfamiliar surroundings will spark an idea that will lead you down a path to 
personal freedom.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t settle for less than what you want. Look for 
a suitable way to reconfigure the way you do things at home or at work in or-
der to get better results. Building a solid base will lead to a prosperous future.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Use your brawn to help you get what you 
want. A battle of intelligence isn’t likely to bring you the same satisfac-
tion. You are best to keep your emotions out of the equation and base 
your actions on need and desire.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Money, legal, and health matters should be looked 
at carefully. You can make good positive alterations to the way you earn your 
living and how you pursue your goals that will help to ease your stress and 
build your strength.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A partnership will play in your favor. Sign con-
tracts, iron out any little detail that may stand between you and success, 
and push to get what you want signed, sealed, and delivered. Romance 
will improve your day.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10-11 p.m. Sould Self Satisfaction
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-4 p.m. Gotta Go to Space
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Yew Piney Mountain
7-8 p.m.  Live from Prairie Lights
8-10 p.m.  Community Infrared
10 p.m.- Midnight Theater of the Mind
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to those around him. Not 
just a football player but 
also a tough person.

The knee-surgery story 
is just another chapter to 

what has become a na-
tional story since the sum-
mer. College football fans 
across the nation know 
about the viral video of 
Scherff hang-cleaning 443 
pounds three times and 
making it look easy.

What’s more impressive, 
it wasn’t too long ago that 

Scherff suffered a broken 
fibula against Penn State in 
2012. It ended his season.

Scherff showed no signs 
of that injury hindering 
him during a junior cam-
paign that put him in the 
national spotlight and 
caused analysts to put 
him on their NFL draft 

big boards. He was on the 
preseason Outland Tro-
phy Watch List, an award 
given to college football’s 
best offensive lineman. 

The toughness is an 
aspect of Scherff the 
Hawkeyes don’t expect to 
go away any time soon. 

“It didn’t surprise me 

at all because Scherff is a 
very tough individual and 
you can’t count him out 
in anything,” Powell said. 
“We never doubted Scherff 
was going to play.

“When we saw him in 
the locker room and he 
was suiting up, it was just 
like, ‘OK, we’re rolling.’ ”

11-9 overall, 5-6 in confer-
ence play.

“Last year, he was able 
to win a lot of matches and 
gain some confidence,” Wil-
son said. “It was a huge de-
velopmental year for him.”

Hagan’s improvement in 

singles last season is en-
couraging for a team with 
so little experience. Over-
all, he has compiled a re-
cord of 21-46 in dual-meet 
singles play in three years 
at Iowa, and an impressive 
33-19 mark in dual-meet 
doubles matches.

Hallestrand, Patrick, and 
Estensorro have played in a 
combined 63 singles match-
es in their time at Iowa.

Hagan has played in 67, 
accounting for more than 
half of the total dual singles 
matches played by mem-
bers on the current roster, 
which includes three fresh-
men now, with a fourth com-
ing in the spring semester.

Dual play does not start 
until January, giving coach-
es a long time to figure out 
what position Hagan and 
others will play in singles 

and doubles competition.
But one thing is for sure: 

with a wealth of experi-
ence, Hagan will be looked 
to as the leader on this 
young team.

“He’s always been a great 
leader, and he is one of the 
reasons I chose to come to 
Iowa,” freshman Jake Jaco-
by said. “Just seeing his 
complete work ethic is in-
spiring to the whole team.”

No. 2 Maryland: 
Current record: 5-1 
2013: 1st in ACC (6-0)

The Terrapins should 
have no trouble adjusting 
to life in the Big Ten. One 
of the most dominant pro-
grams in the country last 
year, Maryland went 6-0 
in conference play, 18-1 on 
the season. They were the 
top-ranked team for much 
of 2013. 

Rutgers:
Current record: 4-2
2013: 2-5 in Big East 

Rutgers has struggled 
as a program the past few 
years, finishing with a sub-
.500 record four out of the 
last five seasons. It showed 
signs of growth last year, 
going 9-9. Head coach Mer-
edith Long is in her third 

season guiding the team, 
which will try to stay afloat 
in a tough Big Ten. 

No. 6 Penn State:
Current record: 5-1 
2013: 2nd in Big Ten (5-1)

The Nittany Lions 
shared the Big Ten crown 
last year with Northwest-
ern, with their only confer-
ence defeat coming at the 
hands of Michigan during 
the last game of the regu-
lar season. Iowa upset the 
Nittany Lions in the first 
round of the Big Ten Tour-
nament in 2013, 4-3. 

No. 9 Iowa:
Current Record: 4-2
2013: 5th in Big Ten (2-4)

The Black and Gold had 
an up and down season last 
year before going on a Cin-
derella run to the Big Ten 
championship, in which 
Michigan State defeated 
them. They return all three 

leading scorers in 2014, in-
cluding 2013 Big Ten points 
leader Natalie Cafone. 

No. 18 Michigan: 
Current record: 4-2
2013: 3rd in Big Ten (4-2) 

Michigan will have to 
adjust to life without last 
year’s leading scorer, Ra-
chel Mack, in 2014. Mack 
led the Wolverines with 
21 goals and 6 assists last 
season before graduat-
ing. Replacing her offense 
could prove a tough task 
in 2014. 

No. 16 Michigan State: 
Current Record: 4-2
2013: 4th in Big Ten (4-2) 

Michigan State finished 
fourth in the conference 
last year before catching 
fire and winning the 2013 
Big Ten Tournament. They 
went on to defeat Miami of 
Ohio and Syracuse in the 

NCAA Tournament before 
falling to No. 4 Connecticut. 

No. 15 Northwestern: 
Current Record: 4-3
2013: 1st in Big Ten (5-1)

2013 saw the Wildcats 
take a share of the Big 
Ten regular-season ti-
tle crown, splitting hon-
ors with Michigan State. 
Much like Iowa, North-
western recorded a few 
wins against top-ranked 
opponents in 2013 includ-
ing No. 15 Northeastern 
and No. 9 Duke. 

Ohio State:
Current record: 2-3 
2013: 7th in Big Ten (0-6)

The Buckeyes failed 
to register a single win 
against a Big Ten opponent 
in the regular season before 
upsetting Northwestern in 
the Big Ten Tournament. 
The 2013 squad won just 
six games all season.

IOWA
CONTINUED FROM 8A

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

TENNIS
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Hendriks pitches 
Cubs past Reds 

CHICAGO — Kyle Hendricks kept up 
his impressive rookie season, pitching 
seven strong innings as the Chicago 
Cubs beat the Cincinnati Reds, 3-1, 
Wednesday night for a sweep.

Chris Valaika, Ryan Kalish, and Luis 
Valbuena each had a run-scoring hit 
as the Cubs won their third straight. 
They improved to 38-36 at Wrigley 
Field despite being 16 games under 
.500 overall.

The Reds have dropped four in a 
row overall. They scored just 1 run in 
the three-game series against the Cubs 
and were held to 1 hit in a shutout loss 
Tuesday night.

Hendricks (7-2) allowed 1 run and 7 
hits. He walked none, struck out 4, and 
left with a 2.28 ERA.

The right-hander, who wasn’t 
promoted to the majors until July, 
bounced back nicely from his last 
start, in which he allowed 4 runs in six 
innings in an 11-1 loss at Toronto.

Hector Rondon pitched the ninth for 
his 25th save in 29 chances.

Daniel Corcino (0-1) lost in his 
second big-league start.

The Reds, with a makeshift lineup 
of mostly backups, didn’t waste any 
time jumping on top. Leadoff batter 
Kristopher Negron started the game 
with a double and later scored on a 
grounder by Yorman Rodriguez.

— Associated Press

Want more Iowa sports coverage? 

Head to dailyiowansports.com for 
new content multiple times per day.

SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING 
HAWKEYE SCHEDULE

MLB
Chicago Cubs 3, Cincinnati 1
Kansas City 6, Chicago White Sox 2
Cleveland 2, Houston 0
Minnesota 8, Detroit 4
St. Louis 2, Milwaukee 0
Miami 4, NY Mets 3
NY Yankees 3, Tampa Bay 2
Pittsburgh 9, Boston 1
Baltimore 6, Toronto 1
Colorado 16, LA Dodgers 2
San Francisco 4, Arizona 2
Atlanta 3, Washington 1
LA Angels 5, Seattle 1
Texas, Oakland (late)
Philadelphia 5, San Diego 2

Men’s Tennis at Purdue Invitational, 
West Lafayette, Indiana, All Day Friday
Men’s Tennis at Princeton/
Farnsworth Invitational, Princeton, 
New Jersey, All Day Friday
Women’s Tennis at Gopher 
Invitational, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
All Day Friday
Cross Country vs. Big Ten Preview, 
Iowa City, 8 a.m. Saturday
Women’s golf at East/West 
MatchPlay Challenge, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, All Day Saturday
Women’s tennis at Gopher 
Invitational, Minneapolis, All Day 
Saturday
Men’s Tennis at Purdue Invitational, 
West Lafayette, Indiana, All Day Saturday
Men’s Tennis at Princeton/
Farnsworth Invitational, Princeton, 
New Jersey, All Day Saturday
Football at Pitt, Pittsburgh, 11 a.m. 
Saturday
Volleyball at Iowa State, Ames, 4 p.m. 
Saturday
Soccer at Minnesota, Minneapolis, 7 
p.m. Saturday

Scherff 1, injury 0

Iowa offensive lineman Brandon Scherff blocks Iowa State defensive end Dale Pierson in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 13. (The Daily Iowan/Valerie Burke)

Hawkeyes have an ace in the hole
By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

At 6-6, Iowa men’s tennis se-
nior Matt Hagan towers over his 
teammates.

Aside from sophomore Nils 
Hallestrand, who stands 6-5, none 
of the other five players surpasses 
the 6-foot mark.

“It really helps me with my 
serve,” Hagan said. “I can hit the 
ball hard and use my long arms for 
an effective forehand.” 

But this disparity in height is 
nothing compared with the gap 
in experience between Hagan and 
the rest of his team.

As a freshman in 2012, the 

Omaha native was thrust into a 
premier role for the Hawkeyes, 
taking on some of the best com-
petition in the Big 
Ten and in all of 
college tennis.

“I think I played 
against two or 
three All-Ameri-
cans that year,” Ha-
gan said. “It helped 
me see how hard I 
needed to work to 
get to that level.”

That season, he played in a re-
markable 15 dual singles match-
es at the No. 1 position, albeit 
finishing just 1-14. To put that in 
perspective, the rest of the roster 

accounted for only six of the No. 1 
matches, going 1-5.

“That’s a tough position for a 
freshman to be in,” Iowa interim 
head coach Ross Wilson said. “To 
come in and be expected to win 
against some of the best players in 
the country, it’s a tall task.”

Current senior Andres Estensor-
ro played in just two singles match-
es that year as a freshman — com-
ing at the fifth and sixth positions.

The next most experienced 
player on the roster is junior 
Dominic Patrick, who has gone 
22-20 in dual singles over the past 
two seasons. 

“[Hagan is] the best on our team 
right now in terms of winning prac-

tice sets,” Patrick said. “He’s a good 
leader, too, which is something this 
young team can’t get enough of.”

In his sophomore season of 
2013, 11 of Hagan’s 24 singles 
matches at the No. 1 position, at 
which he earned five of his eight 
wins of the season.

Last year, Hagan’s role changed 
from what it had been in his first 
two years. He played the majority 
of his singles matches at the No. 
4 spot and did not play any in the 
No. 1 or 2 spots.

Playing in a lower position, 
Hagan posted his best singles 
record in his time at Iowa, going 

SEE TENNIS, 7A

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

It seemed there wouldn’t be any possibility 
Iowa’s Brandon Scherff would play against 
Iowa State. He had a knee scope on the Tues-
day prior to the Sept. 13 game, and doctors 
told him he’d be out for a week or two.

But that wasn’t the case for Iowa’s left 
tackle. Scherff said he practiced Thursday, 
and then, despite a limp when he walked into 
Kinnick Stadium on game day, he suited up 
and played against the Cyclones.

There weren’t any visible effects of the 
procedure, either. The 6-5, 320-pound mauler 
was his usual self on the Kinnick turf.

“The trainers did a heck of a job, and I felt 
ready to go, so I told them that,” Scherff said 
after the 20-17 loss to the Cyclones. “I felt 
good coming off a scope like that. I was just 
trying to be a player for my team.”

That Scherff played didn’t surprise the vast 
majority of those who know him. His high-
school coach at Denison High, Dave Wiebers, 
said he knew Iowa’s left tackle would play 
simply because that’s the type of guy he is.

Damond Powell had a similar belief.
“He’s a man among boys out there,” the 

wide receiver said. “I never counted him out 
when he had his surgery because, like I said, 
he’s a very tough person, and he’s determined.

“It’s kind of the norm with Scherff now”

There was an exception, however.
Austin Blythe, Iowa’s starting center, 

couldn’t believe Scherff was on the field for 
the 20-17 loss to the Cyclones.

“Yeah, definitely [surprised me],” Blythe 
said. “Obviously, he’s very tough, to have sur-
gery on Tuesday and come back and play the 
same weekend is pretty tough.”

If there’s been a constant in Iowa’s offense 
— which has looked spotty, at best, through 
first three games — it’s been Scherff. He’s 
continually shut down members of opposing 
teams’ front seven.

It’s because he is such tough guy, according 

SEE FOOTBALL, 7A

Hagan
senior

Hawk field hockey set for conference

Iowa’s Dani Hemeon passes the ball at Grant Field on Oct. 26, 2012. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

By RYAN RODRIGUEZ 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

With nonconference field hockey 
over, Big Ten play is about to kick 
off this weekend. 

The Big Ten has two new mem-
bers this year, Maryland and Rut-
gers. How do they stack up against 
the rest of the conference as of right 
now? Let’s take a look. 

No. 17 Indiana: 
Current record: 5-0
2013: 6th in Big ten (1-5)

The Hoosiers are off to a hot start 
in 2014 despite a disappointing per-
formance last season. The Hoosiers’ 
only win in conference play came 
against Ohio State, a 5-4 overtime 
thriller. 

SEE IOWA, 7A

Big Ten field hockey 
conference play is set to 
kick off this weekend.

The Daily Iowan sports reporters:
@dannyapayne
@KyleFMann
@MarioXWilliams

@CharlsGreen
@CodyGoodwin
@JacobSheyko

Sept. 18, 1997 — On this day in 
Hawkeye sports, Hayden Fry was pre-
paring to coach his 400th game as the 
head coach of the Iowa football team. 
The then-no. 13 ranked Hawkeyes were 
set to take on Iowa State in Ames. Iowa 
went on to defeat Iowa State, 63-20.

The Chicago Cubs celebrate after defeating 
the Cincinnati Reds, 3-1, on Wednesday in 
Chicago. (Associated Press/David Banks)

THROWBACK 
THURSDAY



Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 4 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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By EMMA MCCLATCHEY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

In this two part series, The Daily Iowan ex-
plores the blossoming tattoo and piercing in-
dustry in the Iowa City area, from its cleaned-
up shops and artists to body modification 
trends amongst college-age clients.

The changing (female) face of tattoos and 
piercings

Tattoo artist Anne Marsh was raised to view tat-
toos as “lowbrow,” and her parents still have this be-
lief. But when Marsh went to college 13 years ago and 
saw the beautiful designs on her friends’ skin, her mind 
was opened to the world of tattooing.

“It was kind of a switch that was flipped,” she said. “I’ve 
seen bad tattoos just trying to be badass … But that’s not to 
say I don’t like them now. Even shitty sticks and pokes are 
marks on the skin, a choice you make to add something to 
your body.”

Marsh, as a female artist, is certainly in the minority. But 
as a woman with tattoos, she has joined a relatively new 
majority.

A 2012 Pew Research study found that women make 
up 59 percent of Americans with tattoos, marking 
the first time U.S. females have outmatched men in 
body ink. (Though they’ve been winning the metal 
race for decades, with women making up 72 per-
cent of pierced Americans.)

Marsh, as well as other local tattoo artists, said she 
has seen this demographic shift firsthand, with col-
lege-age women making up a large majority of her 
customers.

“It may be that women are typically more con-
cerned with fashion and how they adorn their 
bodies,” Marsh said. “There are certainly trends 
that exist the same way as fashion.”

Unlike men, who tend to get large tattoos in high-
ly visible areas, women gravitate toward smaller, 
more discrete designs that cost an average of $45 
and can be completed in one tattooing session.

Some trendy designs cited by local artists in-
clude small infinity signs, cancer ribbons, anchors, 
bird silhouettes, meaningful quotes, and white, UV 
and glow-in-the-dark ink tattoos. In the piercing 
industry, gauges (which involve the stretching of 
ear lobes over time) and dermal piercings (jewel-
ry inserted into the skin, often in the cheeks, lower 
back or neck) are on the rise. 

Marsh said such ideas, on the Internet, spread like 
wildfires in the California mountains, especially on 
the image-sharing site Pinterest. But unlike a consul-
tation with a professional tattooist or piercer, the web 
might not explain health risks, or, aesthetically, how 
these delicate designs can spread out over time and be-
come blobs (especially on the inside of the finger — a new 
hot spot) and how most white ink tattoos fade to look like 
illegible scars after they heal.

Rather than profit off of consumer ignorance and attach 
their names to a botched tattoo or piercing, many local artists 
have made consultation nearly half their job and hygiene the 
first priority.

Hunter Last — an employee at Release Body Modification, 
110 S. Linn St., with stretched ear lobes struggling to support 
two heavy marble earrings — described the extensive sanita-
tion process used before a piercing job. This includes running 
all equipment and jewelry through a surgical cleaner twice, 
achieving a standard of cleanliness far exceeding the stan-
dards recommended by the Association of Professional 
Piercers.

“If we didn’t [sterilize to this extent], we wouldn’t 
function as a business,” he said. “We choose to go 
above and beyond for the safety of ourselves and 
clients. We’re here to give Iowa City a really 

SEE TATTOO, 5B

IOWA SOUL FESTIVAL
THE SECOND FEST WILL CELEBRATE 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN MUSIC, ART, 
FOOD, AND MORE.

Design and photo illustration by Mercedes Potter



weekend events
Today 9.18

Friday 9.19

Saturday 9.20

Sunday 9.21

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

The Maze Runner
Based on the bestselling young 
adult novel by James Dasher, 
Maze Runner is the latest dys-
topian adventure to make the 
big screen. Thomas is dropped 
into a maze after his memory 
is erased and must work with 
other young male “runners” to 
reach salvation.

This Is Where I Leave You
With an ensemble cast including 
Jason Bateman, Tina Fey, and 
Jane Fonda, this dramaedy 
follows a dysfunctional set of 
siblings that must sit shiva—or 
stay grounded for a week—at 
the behest of their late father. 
The kids are joined by their 
mother, spouses, exes, and 
other eccentric characters.

FILMSCENE

The Trip to Italy
This culinary road-trip comedy 
brings together funny men 
Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon 
as a follow-up to their largely 
improvised 2010 film, The Trip. 
The two stars sojourn through 
Italy, soaking up historic sites, 
landscapes and, especially, 
cuisine.
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‘Soully’ educating 
the Corridor

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Blue Moon Harvest 
Pumpkin Ale

Pumpkin-flavored drinks and 
pastries are ubiquitous this time 
of year, but it’s not every day you 
come across a pumpkin-based beer. 
If you’re looking to add a little spice 
to your beer selection this fall, Blue 
Moon’s Harvest Pumpkin Ale might 
have the ticket.  

Taste: Unlike special edition 
candies or coffee flavorings, the 
pumpkin taste in this Blue Moon ale 
is not sugary or artificial. The flavor 
is subtle, balanced by cinnamon 
and nutmeg. Under these calming 
autumnal tones is a distinct spice 
and an almost earthy undertone. It 
may not be as delicious as a slice of 
pumpkin pie, but Harvest Pumpkin 
Ale — which has been Blue Moon’s 
seasonal favorite since 1995 — is 
satisfying enough.

Advice: Blue Moon Harvest Pumpkin 
Ale is certainly not a beer to guzzle 
in a game of beer pong; instead, 
enjoy this beverage in a casual 
setting with a good warm meal. Put 
aside a six-pack to celebrate your 
own personal Oktoberfest in the 
coming weeks.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Up-
town Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Battle of the Bands, 8 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• I Am The Avalanche, 
8:30 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s 
• Soul Shake, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s

 

THEATER
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Global Express, 8 p.m., 
Theater Building Theater B
 
FILM
• Frank, 5 & 9 p.m., FilmScene, 
118 E. College
• It Was Rape, Film and Discus-
sion, 7 p.m., 335 IMU
• Land Ho, 7 p.m., FilmScene

MUSIC
• Kinobe and the Wamu 
Spirit, 5:30 p.m., Iowa Soul 
Festival Main Stage
• Family Friday Night, Dave 
Zollo, 5:30 p.m., Wilson’s 
Orchard, 4823 Dingleberry 
Road N.E.
• Sierra Leone’s Refugee 
All Stars, 7 p.m., Iowa Soul 
Festival Main Stage
• Free Live Music, 8 p.m., 
High Ground, 301 E. Market
• Al Jarreau, 8:30 p.m., 
Iowa Soul Festival Main 
Stage
• FUNKMA$TER, 9 p.m., 
Yacht Club
• Producer’s Showcase V, 10 
p.m., Gabe’s

THEATER
• Brigadoon, 7:30 p.m., Iowa 
City Community Theater, 
4265 Oak Crest Hill Road S.E.
• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater

FILM
• TINY: A Story About Living 
Small, 2, 3:30, 5, & 7 p.m., 
FilmScene
• The Trip to Italy, 4 & 6:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• Frank, 9 p.m., FilmScene

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Graywolf Press, poetry, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

MUSIC
• Flannel Season, 9 a.m., Iowa 
Hawkeye Softball Complex
• Unified Youth Drill Team, 11 
a.m., Iowa Soul Festival Main 
Stage
• FunkDaddies, 12:30 p.m., 
Iowa Soul Festival Main Stage
• Kilowatt and Grizz Blues 
Band, 2:30 p.m., Iowa Soul 
Festival Main Stage
• Kool’s Bazaar, 4:30 p.m., 
Iowa Soul Festival Main Stage
• 10 of Soul, 7 p.m., Iowa Soul 
Festival Main Stage
• Lalah Hathaway, 9 p.m., Iowa 
Soul Festival Main Stage
• Ask an Adult, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
 
THEATER
• Brigadoon, 7:30 p.m., Iowa 
City Community Theater

• Red, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theater

FILM
• The Trip to Italy, 1:30 & 6:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• Frank, 4 and 9 p.m., Film-
Scene
• TINY: A Story About Living 
Small, 2, 3:30, 5, 7, & 8:30 
p.m., FilmScene
• The Night of the Hunter, 11 
p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Johnny Appleseed’s Birth-
day, 10 a.m., Wilson’s Orchard
• Midwest Creative College 
Town Conference, 8:30 p.m., 
hotelVetro, 201 S. Linn
• Retta, 10 p.m., Main 
Lounge, IMU

MUSIC
• Iowa Friends of Old-Time 
Music Fiddler’s Picnic, noon, 
Johnson County Fairgrounds, 
4265 Oak Crest Hill Road S.E.
 
THEATER
• Brigadoon, 2 p.m., Iowa 
City Community Theater 

FILM
• It Was Rape Film and Dis-
cussion, 7 p.m., 335 IMU
• The Trip to Italy, 1:30 and 4 

p.m., FilmScene
• TINY: A Story About Living 
Small, 2 & 3:30 p.m., Film-
Scene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Gospel Brunch, 10:30 a.m. & 
1:30 p.m, Sheraton Hotel, 210 
S. Dubuque
• Johnny Appleseed’s 
Birthday, 10 a.m., Wilson’s 
Orchard
• Was the Word: After Dark, 
9 p.m., High Ground 

Find and follow 
us for updates 

on the go!

@DailyIowanArts

The Iowa Soul Festival will bring the fun and the facts in a 
two-day celebration of African-American culture.

By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu 

In the mid-1960s, 
during a time of tur-
bulence in the United 
States, many African 
Americans sought to 
regain connection with 
their ancestry and re-es-
tablish the black culture 
in America. They began 
to use the word “soul,” 
giving birth to many dis-
tinguishing characteris-
tics of the culture such 
as “soul brother,” “soul 
food,” and “soul music.”

Today, phrases such as 
these have become wide-
ly known and accepted 
around the country, with 
people from all back-
grounds rejoicing in Afri-
can-American culture — 
including Iowa City. On 
Friday and Saturday on 
the Pentacrest, the Sum-
mer of the Arts will host 
the Iowa Soul Festival.

The festival débuted 
last year, and execu-
tive director of Sum-
mer of the Arts Lisa 
Barnes promised that 
this year’s festival will 
be even bigger and bet-
ter. The celebration will 
feature various musical 
performances, classic 
soul food, art, and a 
gospel brunch following 
the festival on Sunday 
at the Sheraton Hotel. 
Admission for the festi-
val is free and open to 
the public, while tick-
ets for the Sunday gos-
pel brunch are $30 per 
ticket.

It is an opportunity to 
show that Iowa City and 
the Corridor are great 
places for people to live 
and work, no matter 
what your background, 
Barnes said.

The festival is a col-
laboration between 
sponsors Summer of the 
Arts and Diversity Focus 
a corporation based in 
Cedar Rapids that pro-
motes diversity, cultural 
awareness, and inclusion 
in the Iowa City/Cedar 
Rapids Corridor. 

Executive director of 
Diversity Focus Chad 
Simmons generated the 
idea for the Iowa Soul 
Festival.

“I personally was the 
one who designed it with 
a student around three 
years ago,” Simmons 
said. “The whole concept 
was we wanted to create 
a positive image of Afri-
can-American culture, 
around music, around 
art and culture, around 
dance, and around food. 
So we partnered with 
the Summer of the Arts 
to start the Iowa Soul 
Festival.” 

Simmons said the 
public’s knowledge 
about African-American 
heritage can, unfortu-
nately, be somewhat 
lacking. 

“We do know that ma-
ny people don’t realize 
that there are African 
Americans who are here 
in Iowa,” he said. “We al-
so realize that there are 
many people who, be-
cause the numbers have 
traditionally been small 
but are growing, who 
haven’t had a lot of ex-
posure to the culture. So 

our hope is that we can 
help educate people, and 
we know the festival is a 
key way in doing things 
of that nature.”

Though the festival 
provides ample opportu-
nities to learn about Af-
rican-American culture 
and history, there will 
also be many chances 
to let loose with music, 
food, and fun.

“The Soul Fest is 
well-known for music … 
We try to hit R&B, hip-
hop, jazz, gospel — the 
genres that were influ-
enced or created by Af-
rican-Americans,” Sim-
mons said. “We have a 
beverage garden and a 
food court in which you 
get a chance to get the 
best of African-American 
cuisine … There will be 
a marketplace in which 
there will be artists dis-
playing some of their art, 
and there will also be a 
Kids’ Zone.”

On Saturday after-
noon, the regionally 
known FunkDaddies 
will make its début at 
the festival. Drummer 
and vocalist Ken Duncan 
said the FunkDaddies 
welcome the opportunity 
to exhibit its high-ener-
gy, funky soul on the Io-
wa Soul Festival stage. 

“We always look for-
ward to performing for 
our ‘home town’ audienc-
es,” he said. “The support 
we’ve received from our 
Iowa City- and Cedar 
Rapids-area friends and 
fans has been a great in-
spiration. We’re honored 
to be a part of this fan-
tastic event.”

The festival will not 
only host locally and re-
gionally known artists. 
Grammy-Award-win-
ning talents Al Jarreau 
and Lalah Hathaway 
will grace the stage on 
Friday and Saturday 
night, respectively. UI 
alumnus Jarreau’s per-
formance will be spon-
sored by Hancher Au-
ditorium. Director of 
marketing and commu-
nication Rob Cline said 
he is thrilled to have Jar-
reau on campus for this 
special event. 

“Jarreau is a brilliant 
artist, and his concerts 
are joyous and upbeat,” 
Cline said. “He’s one of 
the greatest singers of 
the last several decades 
and a perfect fit for the 
Iowa Soul Festival.” 

Jarreau has performed 
almost all his life, and he 
says he cannot remember 
a time when he wasn’t 
singing. He is the recip-
ient of seven Grammy 
Awards, has completed 
numerous tours, and 
appeared on Broadway. 
And though Jarreau is a 
critically acclaimed art-
ist, called by Time as the 
greatest jazz singer alive, 

he said he still sings sim-
ply for the pleasure of 
bringing joy to hims and 
the lives of others. 

“The music itself in-
spires me,” he said. “The 
melody set in chord 
changes that have an 
impact on your emotions 
as you listen. The story 
told in the lyric. That’s 
what inspires me, that’s 
what takes me away, 
that’s what keeps me 
there as I try to do these 
things in the music that 
I write and prepare for 
listeners to listen to and 
maybe be touched by and 
moved by. What inspires 
me is the opportunity to 
say something that lifts 
people up in this world. 
There’s so much funky 
bad news, I want to say 
something to people that 
makes them feel better 
for a while.” 

Jarreau’s talents 
stretch far beyond 
music. He excelled ac-
ademically and even 
played basketball in 
college. Jarreau then 
attended UI to receive 
a master’s degree in 
music rehabilitation. 

“I enjoyed it im-
mensely at Iowa,” he 
said. “For me, it was 
like being in a great 
metropolis, with people 
from all over the world 
… It was wonderfully 
complex, wonderfully 
urban, wonderfully in-
ternational, and a bit 
scary. It was kind of a 
step out into the world 
for me … Going to Iowa 
City was an amazing 
thing for me.” 

He said he very much 
looks forward to return-
ing to Iowa City to per-
form for the Soul Festival, 
and he encouraged people 
to take advantage of the 
educational opportunity.

“Learn about Afri-
can-American culture. 
Learn about every kind 
of culture and get along,” 
he said, “Find out that 
the same kind of blood 
flows in the veins of that 
guy over there with an 
Afro, or that woman over 
there with a babushka, 
or that guy over there 
eating spaghetti. The 
same kind of blood, the 
same kind of hopes and 
dreams. We happen to 
be in one country and 
are able to reach out and 
touch each other. That 
aspect of living brought 
us together and was the 
basis for so much beauti-
ful stuff we have done as 
a nation and will contin-
ue to do.”

MUSIC

The Iowa Soul Festival 
When: Friday & Saturday
Where: Pentacrest
Admission: Free 

Contributed
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Standup, no nerves
By ELENA BRUESS
elena-bruess@uiowa.edu

The lights go out in the 
audience and light up a 
small stool and a micro-
phone. The crowd members 
filling the University of Io-
wa Iowa Memorial Union 
Main Lounge go quiet. A 
moment’s pause, then — 
the comedian they’ve  been 
waiting for. 

Retta takes the stage. 
On Saturday, Marietta 

Sirleaf — known by her 
stage name Retta — will 
appear in Iowa City. Many 
know her as Donna Mea-
gle from the hit NBC show 
“Parks and Recreation.” 
Others may know her from 
“It’s Always Sunny in Phil-
adelphia,” or from her Com-
edy Central special. For the 
UI crowd, Retta will per-
form a standup routine. 

Known for her storytell-
ing standup, she centers 
her routines on her family, 
friends, and funny situations 
in which she's found herself. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
Retta said, standup is almost 
all scripted. 

“I do a planned set, and 
then you just got to hope 
and pray it works out,” Retta 
said and laughed. “I mean, I 
hope it sounds funny.”

She said she has long 
been interested in comedy, 
and she has made a name 
for herself in the comedy 
scene over the last decade.

“After college, I was work-
ing as a chemist in North 
Carolina, and I’d watch TV 
and these comedians on sit-
coms, and I was like, ‘I can do 
that,’ ” Retta said. “So I start-
ed doing open mikes around 
the area and then after a 
year, I moved out to LA.” 

Since these early years, 
Retta has been dubbed one 
of TV’s Best Scene Stealers 
by “Entertainment Weekly,” 
and she has established a 
popular Twitter personality. 
She has also built up a com-
edy résumé that made her a 
good candidate for the Cam-
pus Activities Board’s an-
nual beginning-of-the-year 
comedian.

Elsie Howe, the comedy 
director for the board and DI 
employee, laughs a little be-

fore describing the process 
of booking Retta. 

“Last April, I was at the 
National Association of 
Campus Activities in Min-
neapolis and ran into this 
agent — Kate Edmunds — 
she works for Joey Edmunds 
Talent Agency — and she’s 
like, ‘I think I know someone 
for your school,’ ” Howe said.

For the board, the process 
of bringing a comedian to 
town is somewhat compli-
cated. For the bigger stand-
ups, it comes down to book-
ing agents and what works 
for the university. 

“We talk to a lot of 
agents, and I watch so 
much standup, like so 
much standup,” Howe 
said. “We have to see who 
will work with our sched-
ule and our budget. After 
Kate talked to me, we se-
riously considered Retta. 
She worked really well for 
us, so we went from there.” 

Comedy has expanded 
in Iowa City in the last few 
years. With the inclusion 
of several improv troupes, 
open-mike programs, and 
comedy showcases, UI stu-
dents and local residents 
are definitely excited about 
the coming appearance. 

“Some people write, 
some people do standup, 
some people do improve — 
some people do all three,” 
said Robert Flannigan, a 
local standup comedian. 
“I’d definitely like to think 
there’s an importance to 
standup. You’re up there 
alone, so you have to own 
everything.”

He will host a come-
dy showcase at the Fair-
grounds at 6 p.m. Saturday 
before going to the show. 

Retta has performed on 
“Parks and Recreation” for 
six seasons. For the first 
couple years, she portrayed 
Donna Meagle as a recur-
ring role in the Parks and 
Recreation Department in 
the fictional Pawnee, Indi-
ana. Then in season three, 
she was promoted to a series 
regular. 

“I definitely prefer act-
ing to standup,” Retta said. 
“You get to work with peo-
ple and other actors. They 
[acting and standup] don’t 

have many similarities, 
except you incorporate im-
prov into both. We always 
do what we call a fun run 
on set. We can do whatever 
we want, but still got to get 
the point of scene across. 
We don’t have to stick with 
the lines.” 

Retta said the Season 
4 episode “Sweet Sixteen” 
— in which Anne (Rashi-
da Jones) tries to prevent 
the citizens of Pawnee from 
wrapping whole mouths 
around drinking-fountain 
spouts — is one of her fa-
vorites. She also enjoyed 
Donna’s role in season five's 
“Halloween Surprise.”

“I got to live tweet when 
Chris [“Parks and Recre-
ation” character Chris Trae-
ger] screens this movie for 
Halloween. That was pretty 
fun,” Retta said.

She said she is planning 
on reprising her role as Don-
na on “Parks and Recreation” 
for its final season and con-
tinuing to perform standup 
and comedy in general. 

Retta’s Standup 
Tips
1) The notebook: “First, you 
got to carry around a notebook, 
anywhere you go. Even if some-
thing is only slightly funny, write 
it down, because you never know 
what you can later use.” 
2) Practice: “You should at least 
try a joke three times at different 
smaller shows before you drop it 
because it doesn’t work.” 
3) On stage: “When I first start-
ed and I used to get nervous, I’d 
talk really fast and rush through 
the joke. You never know, the 
audience could be really into it, 
but you just rush, and you lose 
the audience. Just relax. Take a 
deep breath. The audience can 
smell fear.”

COMEDY
What: Retta standup perfor-
mance 
When: Saturday
Where: IMU Main Lounge
Admission: $5 for students, $7 
for non-students 

By ADAM GROMOTKA
adam-gromotka@uiowa.edu

Comedy comes in many 
forms, often difficult to ex-
perience all in one sitting. 
But this is America, so why 
not stuff your face with it 
all in a blowout, all-inclu-
sive smorgasbord of fun? 

Serving up as many 
funny dishes that it possi-
bly can, The Worstest [sic] 
Generation comedy col-
lective will host a comedy 
variety show at the Mill, 
120 E. Burlington St., at 
8 p.m. Saturday, an event 
that will include standup 
comedy, skits, short videos, 
improvisational comedy, 
and even some musical 
performances. 

The Worstest Genera-
tion collective was formed 
early this summer when 
Spencer Loucks and Trent 

Struzynski began work on 
a short comedic web series. 
Since then, the group has 
expanded, and Saturday’s 
show will include four oth-
er local comedic performers 
and writers: Daniel Frana 
(who opened for T.J. Mill-
er at a University of Iowa 
Campus Activities Board 
event in February), Jason 
Jeffers (“Q”), Daniel Yu, 
and Nick Butler. Because 
of its varied nature, the 
show is expected to cover a 
vast variety of genres and 
audience tastes. 

“The group is all a little 
different. I don’t think any 
one of us really subscribes 

to one type of humor,” 
Loucks said. “When we all 
get together, it’s its own lit-
tle monster.” 

Several guest perform-
ers will also make appear-
ances at the event, which 
will begin with traditional 
standup comedy, continue 
with various short films 
and scripted skits, and 
eventually end on a mu-
sical note that, should the 
opportunity arise, could 
feature an accordion. 

A smorgasbord of laughter

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR THE REST OF THE STORY
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By ASHLEY MURPHY
ashley-Murphy@uiowa.edu

Guitar riffs over bass 
tracks and drum tracks 
behind vocals some-
times work to create a 
winning combination of 
sounds. 

The Yacht Club, 13 
S. Linn St., has been a 
musical battleground 
every Thursday night 
in September as bands 
attempt to win over 
crowds by playing their 
original music. The 
winner of each Thurs-
day show will partici-
pate in the final battle 
on Oct. 25. 

Tonight, the bands 
Live Broadcast, Crys-
tal City, Surrounded By 
Giants, and Alpha Bet 
will play from 8 p.m. to 
2 a.m. in the third con-
cert of the series. 

The first-place band 
will win five days of 
studio time at Earth-
tone Studio (a $1,500 
value), and the sec-
ond-place band will 
earn one day of re-
cording time, along 
with a keg of Fat Tire 
(a $500 value). Howev-
er, the bands don’t ap-
pear to be focused on 
the prizes. 

“We like to have fun,” 
said Surrounded By 
Giants’s lead guitarist 
Jordan Burk. “That’s 
kind of the main thing 
about being in a band, 
and it translates into 
the crowd. If we’re hav-
ing fun, the crowd will, 
too.”

Surrounded By Gi-
ants isn’t the only band 
with the goal of getting 

the crowd “jumpin’ and 
movin,” as singer and 
rhythm guitarist Jack 
Greve puts it. Lead 
singer of Crystal City 
Dave Helmer, who has 
similar goals, said that 
he feels honored to be 
included in something 
in which everyone is 
pumped and happy.

“To anyone who 
comes out, we’re going 
to rock and have a good 
time,” he said. “We’ll 
keep the mood up.”

The performing 
bands said they hope 
to bring both energy 
and variety to Battle of 
the Bands. From Alpha 
Bet’s softer alternative 
pop/rock to Surround-
ed By Giants’s diverse 
b l u e s - a n d - f u n k - i n -
spired rock, an array of 
genres are guaranteed 
to be represented.

These differences in 
style, however, didn’t 
stop the participants 
from supporting each 
other. In fact, Helmer 
attended the Sept. 11 
battle to support one 
of his favorite local 
bands, Milk Duct Tape, 
as well as the winning 
band, Flannel Season.

“The whole reason for 
doing this was to get a 
little exposure and to, 
hopefully, get to play 
with some other great 
bands,” Flannel Season 
vocalist and drummer 
Matthew Larson said. 
“It’s also good to know 
that we are part of an 
event that will help lo-
cal acts release some of 
their own stuff.”

Although alterna-
tive/indie band Live 

Broadcast has recently 
recorded and released 
an album, singer Dillon 
Rairdin said the mem-
bers appreciate the live 
exposure. Rairdin, who 
also plays bass and pi-
ano in the band, said 
the battle gives an op-
portunity for improve-
ment. 

“The thing we’re 
looking forward to 
most is being able to 
play in front of people,” 
Rairdin said about him 
and bandmates Luke 
Long and Riley Thurm. 
“We’re also looking for-
ward to hearing good 
things, bad things, and 
what we can do better.” 

Audience members 
have the final say of 
who tonight’s winner 
will be. Though the par-
ticipating musicians 
have kept the competi-
tion light, they consid-
er the recording time 
to be a valuable prize 
— but Aaron Moseley, 
bassist of Surround-
ed by Giants, said he 
wouldn’t be crushed to 
get the runner-up spot.

“I mean, second place 
looks pretty cool with 
that keg of Fat Tire,” he 
said and laughed. 

Comedy Central 
named him as “One of 
the 100 Greatest Stand-
up Comedians of All 
Time”; Louie Anderson 
will bring his winning 
brand of light-hearted 
humor to Iowa City.

Anderson will perform 
at the Englert Theater, 
221 E. Washington St., at 
8 p.m. Friday. Local play-
wright and performer 
Megan Gogerty will per-
form a standup routine 
of as Anderson’s opening 
act. Tickets cost $35 for 
reserved seating.

Anderson has per-
formed comedy for 36 
years and has starred in 
numerous TV shows and 
movies, including his 
own show on Fox, “Life 
with Louie,” which won 
two Emmy Awards.

“I see my style as a 
cross between Jonathan 
Winters and Johnny 
Carson, with the influ-
ence of the greats, Jona-
than Winters, Bill Cosby, 
Johnny Carson …”  An-
derson said. “I’m really 
engaging, but my come-
dy comes from a loving, 
caring, family-orientat-
ed place, where you can 
bring really anybody to 
my show, if you’re over 
10 or under 100. No one’s 
going to be offended; no-
body has to worry about 
what I’m saying.”

Like Anderson, Go-
gerty said her routine 
will be fairly fami-
ly-friendly.

“I’m not a filthy come-
dian; I’m probably like 
PG-13,” she said. “I do 

a lot of jokes about the 
world, and pop culture, 
and talk about femi-
nism.”

Gogerty has extensive 
experience on the stage, 
including performing in 
her the solo plays Hillary 
Clinton Got Me Preg-
nant and Feet First in 
the Water with a Baby in 
My Teeth. Still, Gogerty 
said, standup comedy is 
a whole other ball game. 

“Standup is different 
from my solo work, just 
because the audiences 
are different; they have 
a different set of expecta-
tions,” she said. “The pac-
ing is different, and you 
have a different set of 
expectations from when 
you’re in the theater see-
ing a solo show.”

While Gogerty’s per-
formance will focus more 
on current events, An-
derson said audiences 
can expect his routine to 
feature irreverent humor 

surrounding his life.
“My comedy is about 

what is mostly in front of 
you; I’m not trying to hit 
you over the head with 
it,” he said. “I’m not ex-
ploring the darkness of 
the world, I’m exploring 
the lightness … I do all 
the F words: food, family, 
over 50, no dirty words … 
What they should expect 
is a trip back through my 
childhood and theirs, as 
well as a trip forward in-
to getting older.”

Anderson also had 
some advice for aspiring 
comedians. 

“It’s the only one of the 
arts that you have where 
you can really learn it 
is in front of people,” he 
said. “You can’t learn how 
to become a comedian in 
front of your mirror, in 
the bathtub, in the show-
er, in the car. You have to 
have an audience … A 
good comedian needs an 
audience.”

Battling for recording 
time (and a keg)

Comedy needs an 
audience

By CLAIRE DIETZ

Louie Anderson and local Megan Gogerty will bring family-
friendly laughs to the Englert Friday.

Music
Yacht Club/Earthtone Studio/
New Belgium Battle of the 
Bands 7

• When: 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 18
• Where: Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn 
• Admission: $5, 19 and over

claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

Contributed

The Yacht Club’s third musical throw-down of the month will 
feature four local bands vying for a $1,500 prize.



healthy, safe place.”

The tattooing ‘renais-
sance’

While there 
remain ama-
teur “artists” 
administer-
ing tattoos 
in base-
ments and 
back alleys, 
Mike Wardell, 
a tattoo artist at 
Omega Red Pierc-
ing and Tattoo, 314 E. 
Burlington St., said the in-
creasingly welcoming at-
mosphere of tattoo shops 
might have encouraged 
more women to get inked 
— and has made tattoo-
ing rise to a $1.65 billion a 
year industry.

“People seem less in-
timidated by the environ-
ment,” he said. “It’s hard, 
no matter what, to put 
yourself out there and say 
your idea when it could be 
shot down.”

Wade “Beans” Petersen, a 
piercer at Omega Red, said 
a shop’s ability to “adapt 
to the times” — and thus, 
create a comforting envi-
ronment for young 
women — will 
determine if it 
will be able to 
compete with 
the nation’s 
other 21,000 
tattoo/pierc-
ing parlors. 

For Ome-
ga Red, this 
meant selecting 
a bright and welcom-
ing shop location, deco-
rating the interior with a 
comforting forest mural, 
a room-expanding mirror 
with its “ΩR” logo, and a 
Buddhist elephant statue, 
and maintaining a level 
of professionalism among 
the employees.

“If you wear black 
T-shirts and blare death 
metal, you’re probably 
going to freak out college 
girls a little,” Petersen 
said, just before attend-
ing to a young woman in 
slacks and a dress coat 
looking to purchase a 
new nose ring. “We carry 
ourselves a certain way 
and project a certain im-
age. Whether it’s right or 
wrong to judge that way, 
it’s a business.”

This business has not 
only had to adapt to chang-
ing demographics, it has to 
comply with increasingly 
strict health standards. 
Though Iowa law does 
not regulate tattooing or 
piercing and requires only 

blood-borne-patho-
gen and stan-

dard first-aid 
training for 
aspiring tat-
too artists, 
strict laws 
in other 
states have 

created com-
petition. For 

example, the 
state of Washing-

ton has extensive legisla-
tion outlining sterilization 
requirements, and Oregon 
requires tattoo art-
ists to complete 
360 hours of 
s u p e r v i s e d 
training and 
take both 
written and 
p r a c t i c a l 
exams be-
fore issuing 
a license.  

Along with 
increasing health 
requirements, the tat-
too industry is also seeing 
what Wardell calls a “re-
naissance” of art-school 

graduates entering 
the tattoo busi-

ness, bringing 
with them 
a detailed 
knowledge 
of por-
t r a i t u r e 
and other 
less-tradi-

tional tattoo 
styles. 
“Tattooing has 

always used ele-
ments of art: contrast-col-
or theory, composition,” he 
said. “[The difference is] 
you’re actually putting 
it on the human 
body … It’s a 
craft as well 
as an art.”

A pox of 
t a t t o o - f o -
cused tele-
vision reali-
ty shows has 
also attracted 
more interest 
in the profes-
sion, from women 
hoping to emulate Kat Von 
D to Spike TV and Oxy-
gen viewers eating up the 
shows “Ink Master,” “Best 
Ink,” “Tattoos After Dark,” 
and “Tattoo Rescue.”

Wardell said, such expo-

sure garners attention and 
appreciation for the art of 
tattooing and ultimately 
leads to more customers. 
Still, he sometimes misses 
the edge of the old tattoo 
and piercing industry.

“Some of us still wish it 
was underground and still 
kind of gritty and outlaw,” 
he said.

Body art: fad or cultural 
shift?

The University of Iowa 
men’s swimming-team 
members consider it a sort 
of rite of passage to gather 
as a group, travel to Nem-
esis Tattoo Studio, and get 
inked with their school’s lo-
go: a solid black Tigerhawk 
of approximately 3-by-4 

inches, usually placed 
on the swimmer’s 

upper back, 
bicep, or rib 
cage. 

D e s p i t e 
being a 
trend of on-
ly around 
six or seven 

years, swim-
mer Gianni 

Sesto considers 
the tattooing a team 

tradition. His own tattoo 
is on his shoulder blade, 
and he makes a point of 
patting the Tigerhawk 
after particularly sweet 
victories, acknowledging 
that his wins are “for more 
than just myself, but for 
the Iowa Hawkeyes.”

Of course, Sesto and his 
teammates will not swim at 
the UI forever — but they 
will wear their Tigerhawks 
long past graduation. That 
is, unless they join the 11 
percent of tattooed Amer-
icans who choose to have 
their ink removed.

Whether for self-expres-
sion, fashion, or commu-
nity-building, the recent 

increase in tattoo-
ing may halt 

when wearers 
face the “per-
manence” of 
their body 
art. Though 
women are 
the fast-

est growing 
tattoo demo-

graphic, they are 
also twice as likely 

as men to have their tattoo 
removed, and 17 percent 
of all tattooed individuals 
harbor some sense of re-
gret about their ink. Even 
some piercing trends such 
as gauging and dermal 

piercings cannot just be 
taken out and forgotten —
they leave lasting marks 
and malformations.

So will interest in tat-
tooing and body piercings 
soon plateau or die out, or 
should the United States 
prepare for a continued 
acceptance of body modi-
fications, in and outside of 
the workplace? 

“I don’t think it’s a trend,” 
Megan Schwalm said. “Peo-
ple have been getting tat-
tooed forever. There has to 
be a peak, I guess … but 
I think it’s indicative of 
greater acceptance.”

Sesto isn’t worried about 
the future of his body art.

“I decided to get the 
tattoo because I wanted 
to solidify myself as a 
Hawkeye for the rest of 
my life,” he said. “Obvi-
ously, I would not put the 
tattoo on my forehead … 
but I feel there are no 
limits to commemorating 
your team.”

A limit does still exist 
for body modifications in 
certain workplaces, in-
cluding Capitol Hill. But 
besides donning a blazer 
in the office, Schwalm 
said, she will wait for 

the world to adapt to her 
body art and not the oth-
er way around.

“There will come a time 
when I have to show it. It’d 
be tough to win an elec-
tion, but my hope is that 
will change with time,” 
she said. “I hope by virtue 
of being here and being 
a person with tattoos, I’ll 
give people pause.”
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By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu

For 47 years, a se-
lected group of authors 
from around the world 
have attended the Uni-
versity of Iowa Interna-
tional Writing Program. 
Their fall residency is a 
10-week program consist-
ing of 29 writers from 29 
countries, spanning from 
Iceland to Afghanistan to 
Venezuela.

Tonight, the UI Theater 
Department in conjunc-
tion with the IWP will 
present Global Express, 
a series of play readings 
by the IWP residents. UI 
actors will read excerpts 
of these plays for an audi-
ence with the playwrights 
present. 

Boaz Gaon discovered 
the IWP through a news-
paper ad in Israel de-
scribing the program and 
the scholarships avail-
able. 

Gaon’s play, The Re-
turn to Haifa, is based 
on a classic Palestinian 
short story about a cou-
ple who return to their 
house in Hafia in 1967 af-
ter escaping years earlier. 
When they fled, they left 
behind their 5-month-old 
son. The parents discover 
that the son was raised 
by a Jewish widow who 
took over their house. 
Throughout the play, they 
discover who their son ul-
timately became. 

“I hope that [the audi-
ence] will understand the 
human implications on 
what has been going on 

in Israel and Palestine 
for the last 40 years,” Ga-
on said.

Cynthia Edul of Bue-
nos Aries said she just 
hopes the Iowa crowd 
will simply like her play, 
What the Broken Heart 
Spoke, which centers on a 
family that returns to the 
beach where they used to 
spend the holidays for the 
first time after the father 
of the family has died. 

Laurynas Katkus of 
Lithuania, on the other 
hand, is not having a play 
read at Global Express. 
Instead, actors will read 
three of his love poems. 

“I have no clue what 
kind of audience will be 
there,” Katkus said. “I 
guess it will be fun; I hope 
it will be fun. I’ve been to 
the rehearsal, and I was 
impressed by the read-
ings they gave and the di-
rections the director gave 
to the actors.”

To these three writers, 
the IWP has been a great 
experience. 

“It’s an important and 
prestigious program in 
the world for writers. It’s 
the kind of program that 
gives you all the oppor-
tunities to work on your 
own work,” Edul said. She 
also said the program will 
give a writer the import-
ant tools he or she needs 
to become better. 

“It’s a very renown 
program,” Katkus said. 
“It’s unique in the Unit-
ed States; I do not know 
of another program for 
international writers. It’s 
been a wish of mine for a 

long time to come here. 
I am very glad I was ac-
cepted.”

TATTOO
CONTINUED FROM 1B

READ PART ONE
OF WE SING THE BODY 

ECLECTIC AT 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

Jeff Betts, a tattoo artist at Nemesis Tattoo Studios, stretches plastic wrap over his table as he prepares for his next client on May 9. 
(Daily Iowan/Emma McClatchey)

Voices from the world

THEATER
What: Global Express
When: 8 p.m. today
Where: Theater Building 
Theater B 
Price: Free. Tickets available at 
the door. 
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