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Obama expands ISIS response

‘WE ARE MEMBERS OF THE TRIBE’
IOWA CITY’S TATTOOED AND PIERCED ARE GROWING IN 

NUMBER — AND EMPLOYERS ARE TAKING NOTICE. 
80 HOURS.

By CASSIDY RILEY 
cassidy-riley@uiowa.edu

In a national address 
Wednesday night, Presi-
dent Obama announced a 
plan to increase military 
action in the Middle East 
to combat the extremist 
ISIS, a major shift from 
his past approach to for-
eign policy.

Since taking office in 
2009, Obama has sought 
to reduce U.S. involve-

ment in the region. But in 
his address to the nation, 
he announced his plan to 
place 475 more troops in 
the area to assist in sup-
port for the Iraqi govern-
ment and training for se-
curity forces. 

The first leg of Obama’s 
plan focuses on air strikes; 
the president stressed the 
role they will play in both 
Iraq and Syria. He also 
called on Congress to ap-
prove a plan to train and 

arm some Syrian rebels. 
Saudi Arabia, a crucial 

U.S. ally in the Middle 
East, offered to host the 
training missions, part 
of Obama’s effort to per-
suade other nations to join 
with the U.S. in confront-
ing the militants.

“In the fight against ISIL 
[another name for ISIS], 
we cannot rely on an As-
sad regime that terrorizes 
its people — a regime that 
will never regain the legit-

imacy it has lost,” he said. 
ISIS controls approxi-

mately one-third of Iraq 
and Syria. Estimates peg 
the number of fighters in 
the countries from 20,000 
to 27,600. Obama said the 
ultimate goal is to destroy 
the jihadist group.

He was adamant in 
saying that while he 
intends to expand air 
strikes, he would not put 

President Obama addresses the nation from the Cross Hall in the White House on Wednesday. In a 
major reversal, Obama ordered the United States into a broad military campaign to “degrade and 
ultimately destroy” militants in two volatile Middle East nations, authorizing air strikes inside Syria 
for the first time, as well as an expansion of strikes in Iraq. (Associated Press/Saul Loeb, Pool)SEE ISIS, 5A

Frosh class sets record

A freshman break-dances during Kickoff at Kinnick at Kinnick Stadium on Aug. 22. This year’s freshman class consists of 4,666 students, beating the previous record of 4,565. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

By CHRIS HIGGINS
christopher-higgins@uiowa.edu

AMES — It’s official: the University of 
Iowa’s incoming class is the largest in its 
history.

UI President Sally Mason announced 
at Wednesday’s state Board of Regents 
meeting  that 4,666 new freshmen flood-
ed campus this fall, compared with 
4,460 last school year. 

The previous record was a class of 4,565.
“That ‘I’ keeps getting fatter every 

year,” Mason said, referring to the tra-
dition of gathering freshmen at Kinnick 
Stadium to form into the letter. “I think 
that this is a good start, but it is also 
just a start.”

Officials hope to heavily recruit even 
further, and two new dorms are planned 
to house more first-year students. 

“It is my intention to grow the univer-

sity, and we are working hard to make 
sure that that happens,” Mason said. 
“The growth of the University of Iowa 
will ultimately make some shifts in 
terms of how we recruit and particularly 
how we recruit in-state students.”  

Total enrollment for the UI is 31,387, 
up 322 students from the 31,065 last 
year. More than 22,000 of those students 

Hopeful dismisses voter fraud

Brad Anderson, the Democratic candidate for Iowa secretary of State, speaks to the University of Iowa Demo-
crats in the IMU on Wednesday. Anderson is running against Republican Paul Pate and Libertarian Jake Porter. 
(The Daily Iowan/John Theulen)

SEE FRESHMEN, 5A

By LAUREN COFFEY
lauren-n-coffey@uiowa.edu

Voting rights has been 
a hotly contested issue 
through the nation and 
has made its way to Iowa 
in the form of a new dis-
cussion among politicians 
— voter fraud. 

“There has been thou-
sands of dollars spent by 
Republicans to prove peo-
ple are cheating the polls, 
which doesn’t exist in Io-
wa,” said Brad Anderson, 
the Democrat running for 
Iowa Secretary of State. 
“My goals are very simple: 
make it easier to vote and 

make it harder to cheat.”
Anderson came to Iowa 

City to speak to the Uni-
versity of Iowa Democrats 
Wednesday night in the 
IMU about not limiting 
people’s ability to vote, 
increasing voter turnout, 
and turn to an electron-
ic polling book to make it 
easier to see who is eligible 
to vote and in which loca-
tion. He is running against 
Republican Paul Pate, who 
believes voting fraud is an 
issue in Iowa and wants to 
create safeguards to pro-
tect from fraud. 

SEE ANDERSON, 5A

Mason
pitches 
3-year 
degree
By CHRIS HIGGINS
christopher-higgins@uiowa.edu

AMES — University of Iowa stu-
dents may soon have the opportu-
nity to finish a bachelor’s degree in 
three years.

UI President Sally 
Mason proposed im-
plementing three-year 
bachelor’s degrees at 
Wednesday’s state 
Board of Regents 
meeting. Bachelor’s de-
grees are traditionally 
designed to take four 
years to complete.

Her suggestion accompanies uni-
versity efforts to expand five-year 
master’s programs and to offer sum-
mer courses at a free or reduced rate.

“Coupled with our Summer Hawk 
tuition grants, we’ll guarantee under-
graduate students in select majors 
can graduate in three years,” Mason 
said. “We’re still working on the de-
tails. We know it won’t be easy, and it 
won’t be for everyone.” 

UI Provost Barry Butler will lead 
the development of the plan, and offi-
cials expect the first degree programs 
tuned to it to be available with the 
start of the next school year.

“We were asked to look at the cost 
of education, and this is one way to re-
duce the cost,” Butler said. 

Mason said the program would allow 
students to save on tuition and housing 
costs as well as enter careers earlier.

She also said her proposal is in the 
spirit of Gov. Terry Branstad’s recent 
embryonic campaign proposal to offer 
certain degrees for $10,000 and cut 
the price in half for several others.

Last year, the UI graduated 4,750 
students, and its four-year graduation 
rate was 51.1 percent.

Associate Provost Lon Moeller will 
also be involved. 

Word of Mason’s proposal did not 
trickle down to departmental heads 
until it was announced, but Butler said 
discussions could begin as early as today.

“Once we have identified academic 
departments that are interested in 
offering three-year degrees, we will 
work with faculty and academic ad-
visers to develop three-year plans 
of study,” Moeller wrote in an email 
to The Daily Iowan. “It’s too early 
to identify the undergraduate aca-
demic majors that will be involved 
in this program.”

SEE MASON, 5A

Mason
president
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By BEN MARKS
Benjamin-marks@uiowa.edu

Spotless white walls, 
minimalistic furniture, 
bright bold colors, and a 
trendy café. 

None of these phrases 
brings the idea of “library” 
immediately to mind, yet 
this is exactly how the 
University of Iowa’s Main 
Library Learning Com-
mons is designed.

Last fall, the $14.5 mil-
lion Learning Commons 
opened in the universi-
ty’s Main Library, and 
since then, the library 
has seen its number of 
visitors skyrocket.

According to the li-
brary’s annual report, 
visitor tallies peaked in 
April at 162,000, almost 
50,000 more visitors 
than the previous four-
year monthly average of 
114,000.

“I think the Learning 
Commons has helped in-
vigorate the library as a 
whole,” University Librar-
ian John Culshaw said.

One of the biggest draws 
of the 37,000-square-foot 
study space are the 18 
private group rooms and 
six group areas spaces 
located throughout the 
Commons.

Although the Main Li-
brary does not plan any 
more renovations to the 
Commons, it has recently 
earned a $500,000 grant 

from the Carver Trust 
and plans to renovate the 
North Exhibition Hall. 

The facelift will pro-
vide a better display area 
for items in Special Col-
lections. 

Officials expect the 
project to be completed 
by the fall of 2015.

Each private room, 
which may be reserved, 
comes equipped with a ta-
ble and chairs, an 80-inch 
LCD monitor, USB and 
HDMI ports, writable 
whiteboard walls, and 
temperature control.

“What is really clear to 
me is how the students 
have embraced the group 
areas and how they real-
ly have been wildly popu-
lar, and I think that has 
been a real sign of suc-
cess,” Culshaw said.

Before, the library 
struggled with providing 
adequate study space for 
students, library pub-
lic-relations manager 
Kristi Robinson-Bontrag-
er said. 

The low ceilings and 
dark cramped spaces 
were unattractive study-
ing areas and didn’t in-
vite a lot of collaboration 
among students. 

“This building was de-
signed in the 1950s; no 
one was doing anything 
24 hours in the 1950s, it 
wasn’t designed for that 
sort of thing,” she said.

So when the Learning 

Commons was planned, 
its main goal was to 
provide a 24-hour study 
space, private group 
rooms, as well as opening 
and brightening the area 
up more.

“I usually come here 
because it’s a better 
study environment than 
being in an apartment — 
there’s just too many dis-
tractions,” UI senior Kip 
Owen said. “When you 
come here, you’re more 
motivated to use your 
time wisely.” 

Before the Learning 
Commons existed, he 
said, he didn’t go to the 
library much. 

“This is definitely nic-
er than it was, more in-
viting, more modern,” he 
said. “People are more 
comfortable here.”

Now, he said, he goes 
to the library about once 
a week.

UI senior Alicia Men-
donca also wasn’t at the 
library very often and 
doesn’t really remember 
what it was like before 
the Learning Commons.

“I really like that ev-
erything is here, the 
food … if you need to co-
py, print, or scan things, 
ATMs, there’s just so 
many things here, and I 
don’t have to walk down 
to the IMU for food or 
anything,” she said. “I 
can just relax and be in 
one place.”

UI students speak a 
Commons tongue

Bolkcom undergoes 
low-wage week

By DANIEL VALENTIN
daniel-valentin@uiowa.edu

Eggs, peanut butter, 
dried beans, onion, red 
bell pepper, and cheese 
are all just a few of the 
things Sen. Joe Bolk-
com, D-Iowa City, was 
able to buy on just $77 
for one week.

Bolkcom was one of 
three Iowa state senators 
to recently join the Raise 
the Wage challenge, 
which aims to help peo-
ple see how difficult it is 
to live on minimum wage. 

He was given a week-
ly budget of $77 to be 
spent groceries and 
transportation  — the 
estimated amount 
earned by someone who 
earns minimum wage.

For a week, Bolkcom 
held fast to this chal-
lenge, and he intends 
to finish the experi-
ment today.

“It was very stressful 
to manage myself on just 
$77,” he said. “This is 
challenging even for peo-
ple without kids.” 

Iowa’s minimum wage 
is $7.25 per hour, which 
matches the national 
minimum wage. 

Bolkcom took this chal-
lenge to make a point to 
raise the minimum wage 
for several reasons. 

“The last time the 
minimum wage was in-
creased was back in 2007, 
where it was raised from 
$5.15 to $7.25,” he said.

Being a firm believer in 
government involvement 
in terms of establishing 
a minimum wage, Bolk-
com made a point that it 
cannot be dictated by the 
market system.

“If the market deter-
mined minimum wages, 
companies would pay 
their employees $2 an 
hour,” Bolkcom said.

Bolkcom’s advocacy for 
a raise in the minimum 
wage is due to his con-
cern for the well-being of 
the working class citizens 
and the children of Iowa. 

“It’s not fair for kids 
whose families have no 
money,” Bolkcom said. 
“We must continue to ad-
dress issues of hunger.”

Members of Congress 
have also participated in 
different demonstrations 
to raise awareness of 
the minimum-wage de-
bate, including Reps. Tim 
Ryan, D-Ohio, and Jan 
Schakowsky, D-Ill..

In addition to Bolk-
com, two other state 
senators are undergoing 
the challenge.

One — Sen. Thom-
as Courtney, D-Burl-
ington — said he was 
probably the only one 
of the three who had to 
live on minimum wage 
when he was younger. 
And through the chal-
lenge, Courtney said, 
he felt the hardships of 
living that sort of life-
style in present times.

Courtney said unless 
people plan on eating less 
and staying home more 
often, it is difficult for 
people to enjoy life while 
living on minimum wage.

While Courtney said 
he wanted to see what 
it was like to live on the 
minimum wage in this 
day and age, he also 
wanted to bring to light 
just how much things 
have changed. 

“People still think it’s 
like what was back then, 
but things used to be less 
expensive,” he said. “If 
we stay on this path and 
do not increase the min-
imum wage, there won’t 
be a future for them.”

Courtney said he 
would very much like to 
see an increase in the 
minimum wage, contend-
ing that money is worth 
less every year.

John Solow, an eco-
nomics professor at the 
University of Iowa, said 
he heard of Bolkcon’s fi-
nancial undertaking and 
understands both sides 
of the argument on min-
imum wage. 

“Joe Bolkcom, as well 

other Democrats, see 
the minimum wage as a 
way to get out of pover-
ty,” he said.

Solow said raising the 
minimum wage rais-
es costs for employers, 
making it harder to hire 
employees.

In addition, he said 
increasing the minimum 
wage costs employers 
more, which results in 
the loss of jobs.

“When you increase 
the minimum wage, that 
money goes to consum-
ers, but it also raises pric-
es,” Solow said.

Photo illustration by Joshua Housing

Sen. Joe Bolkcom is on the last day of a minimum-wage challenge.



In today’s competitive 
job market, your résumé is 
your personal brand. Even 
in high school, students 
are exposed to the idea 
of engaging in activities 
as much for the sake of 
college-application presen-
tation as for the sake of 
“doing.” And although the 
stakes may be higher for 
college students sweating 
over dipping their toes in 
the job market, the idea is 
the same: the more experi-
ence you have, the better.

If you’re anything like 
me, you stress about your 
résumé’s formatting —  
“Does this font make me 
look basic?” —  and the 

amount of blank space 
at the bottom … not so 
much space that you look 
lazy and incompetent 
but not so little remain-
ing that you look overly 
prepared or un-socialized. 
One thing not generally 
given much thought, 
however, is the name at 
the top of the paper.

A man named Jose 
Zamora has recently taken 
to the national stage to 
shed light on issues of in-
ternalized, implicit bias in 
the job-acquisition process. 
After months of vigorous 
application submissions 
with no luck, Zamora de-
cided to change his name 
from “Jose” to “Joe.” 

Immediately, Zamora’s 
applications garnered 
responses. Having kept his 
résumé entirely the same 
with the exception of his 
name, Zamora had sud-
denly made himself seem 
more generic … literally, 
“Average Joe.” 

The implications of 
Zamora’s story are clear, 
and unsettling. Zamora 
did not embellish his ex-
periences on the second 
version at his résumé; 
he altered his name 
toward the American 
ethnic mainstream. 

The magic word in 
modern employment 
practice, not to men-
tion college admission 
processes, is “diversity.” 
But diversity is a stated 
goal that can be worked 
toward; the implicit bias 
that Zamora faced in the 
submission of his original 
r ésumé is, unfortunately, 
a subconscious element. 

Must the working world 
resort to the same tactics 
used by teachers when 
their students peer edit: 
cloud out the name of 
the author, so as to keep 
the reader impartial? 
It’s a complicated issue, 
with both history and the 
nature of the human mind 

to blame. 
From a psychological 

perspective, when some-
thing “comes to mind,” a 
process of efficiency takes 
place … when an em-
ployer thinks of a capable 
worker, the mind presents 
a common template of 
that potential worker, 
an average of all related 
ideals regarding a capable 
employee. The problem 
is, the name Joe is closer 
associated with this 
template than Jose is. And 
this is something that, 
socially, we must actively 
challenge, for we cannot 
rely solely on the mind to 
retrain itself.

How many others share 
the first chapter of Zamo-
ra’s story, never taking on 
the social experiment of 
his second installment? 
It is not up to those who 
are receiving bias to fix 
these perceptions; it is 
up to those who built the 
foundation behind it.

Heading off to col-
lege triggers a range of 
emotions for students and 
their families. For stu-
dents, turning the page on 
life’s next chapter elicits a 
mix of pride, excitement, 
and uncertainty.

It’s not an easy transi-
tion for parents, either, no 
matter if campus is across 
town or a day’s travel 
away. Parents naturally 
worry about their children 
but understandably expect 
that they’re sending their 
college-age children into a 
safe environment.

But when the unthink-
able happens, victims 
have a right to know that 
they will be treated with 
respect, and sexual as-
sault will be treated like 
the crime it is, not swept 
under the rug or treated 
like a charge of plagia-
rism or cheating on a 
test. The best prevention 
is the deterrent effect of 
swift but fair punishment 
of perpetrators.

Underreported or un-
reported rapes that occur 
on college campuses are 
part of the problem. That 
sweeps an ugly reality 
under the rug. It’s time 

for a reality check that 
takes fairly into account 
the rights of victims while 
ensuring due process for 
the accused. The stigma 
attached to rape has 
discouraged victims from 
reporting sexual crimes in 
communities and institu-
tions of American society, 
including the U.S. military.

 Like so many areas of 
wrongdoing, transpar-
ency is key to shedding 
light on the issue. 
Improving reporting 
tools will help bring this 
issue out of the shadows 
so universities can work 
to build a safer envi-
ronment. This summer, 
I joined a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers 
to introduce federal 
legislation that would 
hold colleges account-
able for responding to 
sexual violence, includ-
ing measures to improve 
reporting, counseling, 
and prevention.

 Our bill would require 
colleges and universities 
to conduct anonymous 
surveys, polling students 
about sexual misconduct 
on campus. Results would 
be published online. 

Prospective students and 
parents would be able 
to factor in these sur-
veys during their college 
search. Transparency is a 
remarkable disinfectant to 
help root out wrongdoing.

 The bill also would 
put teeth in the law that 
requires colleges and 
universities to report 
campus crimes, including 
financial penalties for 
noncompliance. It would 
require confidential ad-
visers for students to call 
upon for counseling or to 
report a sexual assault. 
On-campus advocates 
would help vulnerable 
young men and women 
get through the difficulty, 
doubt, and uncertainty. 
It also would set the 
standard that sexual as-
sault is a crime and en-
sure that colleges inform 
students that it will be 
treated as such, includ-
ing full cooperation with 
local law enforcement 
when the victim chooses 
that path.

Many colleges are 
taking steps to address 
sexual violence. That 
includes the University 
of Iowa, which is imple-

menting measures to 
prevent sexual assault, 
sanction perpetrators, 
and better communicate 
with students when 
sexual assault is report-
ed. Already, three sexual 
assaults have been 
reported on campus and 
conveyed to students in 
the early days of this 
school year. Reporting the 
information to students 
is not only the right thing 
to do for awareness and 
enforcement, but it’s also 
federal law. For those col-
leges that need incentives 
to do more, our bipartisan 
legislation would spell 
out the consequences in 
federal statute.

 Our institutions of 
higher learning ought to 
implement the highest 
standards of ethical con-
duct and expectations for 
respectful, lawful behavior 
among the nation’s next 
generation of leaders.

 There’s no excuse for 
flunking the fundamen-
tal standards of fairness 
and justice that every 
college student deserves. 
Denying a problem exists 
is Injustice 101.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Sexual-assault bill is needed

COLUMN

If I had a nickel for every 
time I heard the phrase “a 
picture is worth a thousand 
words,” then I wouldn’t 
have to worry about tuition 
money. The funny thing is 
that a picture is worth more 
than just a thousand words. 
Images invoke certain types 
of thoughts and opinions, 
which become a strong ally 
to any cause that the news 
media decide to shine their 
spotlight upon. 

Citizen Kane gave us the 
classic line, “You supply the 
pictures, I’ll supply the war.”

The war in question 
today has been within our 
borders since August and 
has heightened to fright-
ening proportions. The 
shooting of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Missouri, has 
divided our nation in many 
aspects. One institution, 
however, is largely un-
touched. That institution is 
the media, and the reason 
behind this is because of the 
overwhelming amount of 
outlets that are sympathetic 
with Michael Brown.

To clarify: This is not an 
opinion on the shooting but 
rather how the media have 
portrayed it.

Let’s begin with the 
pictures. One of the first 
pictures I saw after the 
shooting was of Brown. 
The trouble was, it was not 
Michael Brown circa 2014. 
What I saw was Brown 
circa elementary school. The 
next picture was another of 
Brown, this time clad proud-
ly in graduation cap and 
gown. The final series of pho-
tos (for they are abundant) 
are of his mother weeping 
as a sympathetic family 
member comforts her.

These pictures have been 
strategically picked. They 
evoke feelings of empa-
thy and heartache. More 
importantly though, they 
evoke sympathy for Brown 
and anger toward Darren 
Wilson, the officer who shot 
Brown. 

This is, in a way, sicken-

ing to see. The bias in this 
case is not only blatant, it is 
unwavering.  

It is so rare to see any bit 
of information that shows 
Wilson in a positive light. On 
of the few articles exclusive-
ly about the officer was titled 
“Who is Darren Wilson, the 
officer who Shot Michael 
Brown?” This may try to give 
its audience information on 
the man, but the title has 
already put him in a neg-
ative connotation with the 
audience. Whenever Brown 
is written about, there are 
always the same words that 
follow him: 18, unarmed, 
black man.

These words stand out, 
not only for their constant 
use but also for the historical 
context that they retain. It 
reminds many of the hate 
crimes and cases of police 
that our nation has dealt 
with in the past. When this 
is mixed in with a photo-
graph’s empathy, then you 
might as well buy Wilson an 
orange prison jump suit.

Why is this happening? 
Why is it that there is no 
advocate for the officer and 
why is everyone out for his 
badge and life?

The answer: What sells?
Journalistic integrity 

is a wonderful ideal and 
attribute, but it is one that 
is not universally shared. 
While some news outlets 
may pride themselves as 
guardians of veracity, others 
are guided by what sells.  No 
one wants to buy anything 
that justifies the death of an 
unarmed adolescent. They 
would rather read a story in 
which there is a clear right 
and wrong and the “bad 
guy” gets punished.  Extra 
points are given if anyone 
can throw in the token racist 
that has been so popular in 
the cases of Paula Dean and 
the Clippers.

I feel for the families of 
both Brown and Wilson. This 
ordeal has exploited both 
parties all for the sake of the 
best media coverage.  Their 
roles in this game have 
overshadowed their status 
as victims and bystanders. 
When the next big story 
comes along (and it will 
come along) let’s hope that 
the families of those involved 
are spared the treatment 
that the media’s Ferguson 
coverage has wrought.
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Iowa was recently cited in an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency report as one of 12 states that need to 
improve their execution in monitoring and developing 
methods to reduce the runoff of nitrogen and phospho-
rus into the Mississippi River. This is not a list Iowa 
wants to be on.

Agriculture production is a significant portion of Io-
wa’s economy. Ethanol and corn are especially vital as 
Iowa is the nation’s largest producer of these commod-
ities. Therefore, agricultural-nutrient pollution has be-
come not only a moral problem but an economical one 
as well. 

Some of this pollution results from pipeline spills, 
and Iowa’s record on the subject has been far from 
flawless. Iowa has had 100 pipeline spills since 2004 
that have resulted in nearly $20 million in property 
damage. The main contaminants include anhydrous 
ammonia and propane. 

Iowa needs to find a way to improve this record and 
decrease pollution, but there are potential threats on 
the horizon. A Texas energy company seeks approval 
to build a 1,100-mile pipeline carrying crude oil across 
17 Iowa counties. Given the previous spills, this pipe-
line must be held to a greater standard, and the state 
needs to make sure such companies are held account-
able for any spills. This can be accomplished through 
increasing pipeline standards for approval. But the 
pipeline itself has proven controversial. Sen. Jack 
Hatch, D-Des Moines, the Democratic candidate for 
governor, even went as far as to say the pipeline was 
“eminent domain for a private business.”

Another source of pollution comes through the fertil-
izers farmers use to enhance the quality of their crops. 

One way to encourage farmers to decrease the amount 
of fertilizers they use is through cost-share subsidies. 
These subsidies reward farmers who have found ways 
to cut down on the use of pollutants. The Legislature 
has allocated more than $4 million to these subsidies. 

As containments from fertilizers and spills make 
their way into the soil and water systems, Iowa’s wa-
ter quality suffers. Some describe it as a balancing act 
between agriculture and water quality. High amounts 
of fertilizer for crops as well as animal manure contrib-
utes to a challenge in retaining suitable water quality. 
These are facts that Iowans do not want to think about 
as they turn their tap water on in the sink. To combat 
this, the Legislature has set aside almost $45 million 
since 2013 for improving water quality. 

Minnesota has emerged as the frontrunner in terms 
of laying out a clear strategy for decreasing the use of 
pollutants. Its plan is a 20 percent decrease in nitrogen 
and 25 percent in phosphorus by 2025. While the plan 
spans a decade, it provides valuable benchmarks that 
can be used to hold the state accountable. 

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes that while 
Iowa has clearly made an effort to improve environ-
mental standards throughout the state, there is a need 
for more, especially given the recent EPA report. Pollu-
tion is not only a factor of protecting our environment, 
but it also represents a very real risk to our health and 
agriculture production. Agricultural-nutrient pollution 
is not a topic that most people will pay attention to ev-
ery day, which means that a timetable for decreasing 
pollutants is absolutely necessary to track progress. 
Iowa should follow Minnesota’s lead in establishing an 
actionable plan for reduction.
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soldiers on the ground in 
any combat capacity.

“I want the American 
people to understand how 
this effort will be different 
from the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan,” he said. “It 
will not involve American 
combat troops fighting on 
foreign soil.”

Iowa GOP representa-
tives were skeptical about 
the president’s plan. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, accused the pres-
ident of showing a lack 
of leadership in the fight 
against ISIS.

“The president has been 
operating from a leader-
ship deficit on how to deal 
with this threat,” he said 
in a statement. “That’s left 
a lot of uncertainty among 
the American people, as 

they see the ruthless acts 
of terror carried out by 
these extremists.”

Even Sen. Tom Harkin, 
D-Iowa, appeared skepti-
cal about Obama’s plan. 

“I have serious reserva-
tions about further mil-
itary intervention in the 
Middle East,” he said in 
a statement. “That said, I 
support the president in 
building a strong coalition, 
utilizing limited U.S. air-
power, that both degrades 

ISIS capabilities and leads 
to the establishment of in-
clusive and functional gov-
ernance in Iraq and else-
where in the Middle East.”

Rep. Dave Loebsack, 
D-Iowa, said he agrees 
with the president’s em-
phasis on air strikes and 
ally support. 

“The challenge that re-
mains is whether or not 
certain military actions 
will create long-term unin-
tended consequences. Our 

foreign policy cannot be 
bomb first, ask questions 
later,” he said in a state-
ment. “Our allies around 
the world, and specifically 
in the region, must share 
this burden and work to-
gether to bolster political 
and economic conditions in 
Iraq and Syria.”

Obama ended his speech 
by championing America’s 
accomplishments around 
the world, including re-
sponding to Russian ac-

tions in the Ukraine and 
removing chemical weap-
ons in Syria. 

“That is the difference we 
make in the world,” he said. 
“And our own safety — our 
own security — depends 
upon our willingness to do 
what it takes to defend this 
nation and uphold the val-
ues that we stand for.” 

This story is based in 
part on Associated Press 
reports.

However, graduate en-
rollment at the UI dropped 
from 5,939 students to 
5,804 this year. Profession-
al enrollment remained 

relatively static at 1,835 
from 1,812. 

The average GPA of 
incoming freshmen was 
3.63, compared with 3.62 
last year.

In addition, the class of 
2018 is also the most eth-
nically diverse in UI histo-
ry. Approximately 20 per-

cent identify as something 
other than non-Hispanic 
white, compared with 17 
percent last year and 12.6 
percent in 2010.

“The University’s Office 
of Admissions, and facul-
ty and staff from many 
of the different colleges 
worked hard the past year 

to recruit undergraduate 
students to the UI,” Asso-
ciate Provost Lon Moeller 
told The Daily Iowan in 
an email.

However, the freshman 
boost went further than 
anticipated. 

In a July email to stu-
dents who planned to live 

in residence halls, UI Di-
rector of Housing and Din-
ing Von Stange described 
the incoming class as 
“larger than expected” and 
offered to let students out 
of their housing contracts 
past the original deadline. 

Around 160 students 
were placed in expanded 

housing the first week of 
school, significantly more 
than in August 2013.

Muller said the new class 
“will make the University 
of Iowa a more interest-
ing place to study and go 
to school” while declining 
to name any challenges, if 
any, it could pose.

FRESHMEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“With the Secretary of 
State Office becoming an 
open seat, Iowa needs a 
proven leader who will 
promote participation in 
the election process while 
ensuring safeguards to pre-
vent voter fraud,” a state-
ment on Pate’s website said. 

Pate served as the Io-
wa secretary of State from 
1995-1999 and also was the 
mayor of Cedar Rapids, but 
Anderson is still confident 
he will be the successor to 

the seat currently being 
filled by Matt Schultz. In a 
recent poll, Pate and Ander-
son were deadlocked at 31.4 
percent. 

Anderson wasn’t too con-
cerned that Pate has served 
in the past for the position 
they’re both running for. 

“He did serve a long time 
ago, but elections have 
changed, and technolo-
gy has changed,” he said. 
“We’re competitive in the 
polls. He’s been on a ballot 
10 times, and I’ve never 
been on, and we’re tied.”

However, Iowa GOP 
Chairman Jeff Kaufmann 
said Pate is the clear 

choice if Iowans want eth-
ics in office.

“Iowans have a clear 
choice for secretary of 
State: Paul Pate, a proven 
public servant and small 
businessman, or Brad An-
derson, a partisan opera-
tive,” Kaufmann said. “Io-
wans will be better served 
with a chief elections offi-
cer who will run the office 
professionally and impar-
tially instead of a Chica-
go-style partisan with a 
political ax to grind.”

Carter Bell, president 
of the UI Democrats, said 
she believes Anderson 
will help students with 

the confusion that comes 
along with absentee bal-
lots and raising the voter 
turnout in general. 

“So many students 
don’t vote, and he would 
be great for raising the 
numbers with satellite 
locations and making ab-
sentee ballots more acces-
sible,” Bell said. “Students 
think they have to be at 
their parents’ location to 
vote, and he can clear that 
up the confusion that you 
can vote anywhere.”

Anderson also ad-
dressed queries about the 
future of the Iowa cau-
cuses, and he believes its 

first-in-line status will re-
main a constant. 

“Obviously, I support 
the caucuses, and I be-
lieve what we should be 
doing is protecting the 
integrity of the caucuses 
as they stand,” Anderson 
said. “They have reams 
of paper, and that’s how 
they check people in. 
We have this technology 
now; why don’t we find a 
way to utilize it.”

Experts in Iowa and be-
yond have also weighed 
in on the state of the 
Straw Poll, saying it is 
dated and not the most 
efficient way to see who 

will become the next Re-
publican candidate.

Anderson, being a Dem-
ocrat, did not have much 
to say on the issue. 

Anderson ended his 
speech to the full room of 
students stating biparti-
sanship is essential for a 
successful voter turnout, 
which he hopes Iowa be-
comes number one in the 
state for voter turnout. 

“It’s not about me, it’s 
not about Paul Pate, it’s 
something bigger than 
that,” he said. “It’s about 
protecting voter rights, 
and we just need to contin-
ue the conversation.”

ANDERSON
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Certain programs will 
be ineligible because their 
timelines for completion are 
too strict, requiring certain 

courses at certain times or 
being unable to shave a year 
off the program.

Mason’s presentation 
and press release focused 
on how the plan will be 
beneficial to students, but 
she said it will aid the uni-
versity as well.

“We know the longer stu-
dents take at the universi-
ty, the more resources they 
take, too, so it’s mutually 
beneficial to all of us to have 
student graduate in a time-
ly fashion,” Mason said.

History Professor and 
department head Eliza-

beth Heineman learned of 
the proposal after Mason 
announced it.

“My gut reaction is that 
it sounds interesting,” she 
said. “Now, tell me more … 
I think if students can ba-
sically complete the same 
requirements in three 

years, that’s a great thing.”
She said she would want 

students to remember that 
finishing a bachelor’s in 
three years is “a very ambi-
tious thing to do” and “a very 
serious academic enterprise.”

Many students come into 
the history program with 

transfer or Advanced Place-
ment college credit, allow-
ing them to move through 
the major at a faster pace.

“We’ve seen people do 
that essentially already,” 
Heineman said. “Noth-
ing stops students, even 
right now.”

MASON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



• Webster Lecture in Wealth Transfer, “Trust Trends: 
A Practitioner’s Perspective,” Carol Harrington, 1 p.m., 
Boyd Law Building Levitt Auditorium
• Boyhood, 3 & 8:30 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Interactive Workshop, “The Rhetoric of the 
Body,” Liz Lerman, 3:30 p.m., C20 Pomerantz Center
• Live Like A Hawk: Money Matters, 3:30 p.m., 24 
Phillips
• College of Liberal Arts & Sciences Alumni Fellows 
Celebration, 4:30 p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber
• ENTREdays: 1,000 Pitches Launch Party, 6 p.m., Thinc
• Life After Beth, 6:30 p.m., FilmScene
• Human Rights in the News Series: The Islamic 

State in Iraq and Syria, Center for Human Rights, 7 
p.m., C20 Pomerantz Center
• Campus Activities Board, Edge of Tomorrow, 8 & 
11 p.m., 166 IMU
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Hope Edelman, nonfic-
tion, 8 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here?

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

My favorite 
exhibits at 
this year’s 

Iowa State Fair:
• The Never-Ending Parade 

of Regrettable Tattoos.
• Everyone’s favorite mid-

way game: “Oddly Unhealthy 
or Simply Pregnant?”

• The AMAZING Not-Look-
ing-in-the-Direction-They-Are-

Walking-Ers.
• The ever-expanding pool 

of rentable scooters, a.k.a. 
“Senior Sturgis.”

• The Annual Male Inade-
quacy Festival, more commonly 

referred to by our partners 
as “Honey, have you seen the 

Biggest Bull?”
• Lobster Thermidor au 

Crevette in Mornay sauce with 
aubergines, garnished with 

truffle pâté, on a stick.
• That cool performance 

piece in which the inanimate 
Butter Cow is stared at by a 
barely moving throng of peo-
ple whose nicknames in high 
school were also “Butter Cow.”

• “Stealth” Smokers.
• The World’s Largest Pur-

ple-Cankled Hand Stamper. 
(OK, seriously: I’m a proponent 
of the idea of “healthy at any 
size,” but if you get severely 
winded from hand-stamping 

people for re-entry, in the 
shade, from a SEATED POSI-
TION, then maybe it’s time to 
make the switch to Special K.)

• Terry Branstad attempt-
ing to fire everyone who 

dunked him the day he was
 in the dunk tank.

Andrew R. Juhl  thanks Matt L, Katie 
CL, Constantine B, Erik J, Susan W, Scott L, 

and Yale C for contributing to today’s Ledge

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

The fire this time is about invisibility. Our society expects the police to keep unemployed, 
poorly educated African-American men out of sight and out of mind. 

— Eugene Robinson, Washington Post

Thursday, September 11, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Jump into action. Turn your energy level to 
high. Make a point to fill your day with interesting activities and events 
that are conducive to making new connections and improving your 
opportunities to reach your personal or professional goals.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Listen, but don’t disagree. You have noth-
ing to gain and everything to lose if you take a position of opposition. 
Put more energy into self-improvement, love, romance, and educational 
pursuits. Travel plans aren’t likely to run smoothly.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’ll be in the spotlight. Someone will 
single you out at a function. Make a point to be articulate. If you don’t 
know something, admit to it, and move on. Honest communication will 
be the key to your success.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Problems will develop if you offer help. You 
are best to go about your business, stick close to home, and refuse to 
get into a highly charged debate. Fix up your home, and take care of 
your responsibilities.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Introduce a pleasant change to what you do 
for a living or how you live your life. Believe in yourself, and you can 
achieve whatever you set your mind to. Don’t let anyone stand between 
you and your dreams.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Do whatever it takes to reassess your per-
sonal financial situation. Your putting things in order will ensure that 
no one takes advantage of you or tampers with your assets. Moderation 
and discipline will help you make wise choices.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Share your thoughts with people you come in 
contact with through organizational or industry events. Greater opportu-
nities are apparent, but taking precautions to avoid someone offering the 
impossible will be necessary. Go with the most practical offer.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make personal changes to your home 
surroundings and important relationships. Bend a little, and delve into 
situations and activities that are unusual and promise to improve your 
environment. A minor health issue or problem with a pet should be 
resolved quickly.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Stay away from quick-fix suggestions. 
Place your bet on whatever you are most knowledgeable about, and 
be prepared to follow through. Don’t let a personal problem lead to a 
deception that will be difficult to reverse.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Expect to be questioned by a friend or 
relative regarding something you say or share. Get your facts straight 
so you don’t have to backtrack. An unusual investment will work in your 
favor, but joint ventures are not in your best interest.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Use experiences to make wise choices 
regarding money matters. You’ll be right on the money with regard 
to an innovative idea that can turn into a profitable venture. Don’t let 
uncertainty hold you back, but stick to a budget.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You will face opposition regarding con-
tracts, medical, and financial issues. Do as much of the groundwork 
yourself to avoid a conflict or unnecessary delay. Love is on the rise, and 
romance looks promising. Future plans will improve your personal life.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System
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T H U R S D A Y

ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT

210 N. Linn St. • (next to Hamburg Inn)

$250 DOMESTIC
PINTS

DOMESTIC
PITCHERS

$575
By JORDAN HANSEN
jordan-hansen@uiowa.edu

When senior Caitlin 
Brown takes the field 
against Illinois in Iowa’s 
Big Ten opener tonight, 
she will be riding a streak 
of 40-straight full games 
played.

That’s 3,809 minutes, 
which includes several 
overtime games, without 
being off the field once.

An impressive stat, es-
pecially considering that 
she plays defender, a very 
active position on the field.

The mental and physi-
cal aspect of the position 
are tough, but Brown is 
happy making such a sig-
nificant contribution on 
the field.

“It’s awesome to be able 
to play for my teammates 
and for Iowa; I just try to 
make the most of the min-
utes I get,” she said. “Ev-
eryone prepares them-
selves a little differently, 
but I think during intense 
matches, it helps to men-

tally reset and re-engage 
after each play.”

That mental reset is vi-
tal because she is key in 
Iowa’s defensive play. The 
Hawkeyes have been dec-
imated by injuries — they 
have five players out for 
the season with knee inju-
ries, and the likelihood of 
Brown coming off the field 
is slim to none.

For her, that means 
staying healthy is at the 
top of her list of priorities.

“I think it’s just about 
trying to control what you 
can and doing the little 
things right — nutrition, 
sleep, and hydration,” she 
said. “As student-athletes, 
there are a lot of resourc-
es at our disposal as far as 
nutrition and recovery that 
can really go a long way.

“Luck helps, too. Some-
times, injuries are just out 
of our control.”

The Hawkeyes had quite 
a bit of luck last season in 
their impressive run to the 
Big Ten title game, and 
they will likely need more 

if they are going to repli-
cate the feat this season.

While it will be tough for 
Iowa to get to that stage 
again, any possible return 
journey to glory begins 
with a tough Illinois squad.

The Illini made it all the 
way to the third round of 
the NCAA Tournament 
last season, and despite 
adding 10 new players to 
the roster, they will still be 
a tough task to handle.

“Illinois will be a test 
for us — they have a lot 
of scoring threats all over 
the field and are organized 
defensively,” assistant 
coach Julie Hanley said. 
“They’re a great team and 
very well coached.”

This game will serve as 
a good indicator of where 
the Hawkeyes need to 
improve, and while it is a 
long Big Ten season, start-
ing off the season with a 
win would be another step 
in the right direction for 
the Dave DiIanni era.

A 5-1 start in nonconfer-
ence play is one thing, but 

winning in a tough Big Ten 
is quite another, and the 
entire team knows it.

“Everyone is pretty ex-
cited to get into conference 
play; every Big Ten game 
is a challenge and Illinois 
is no exception,” Brown 
said. “It’s a privilege to be 
able to play for my team-
mates and school.”

Follow @JordyHansen 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates, and analysis about 
the Iowa soccer team.

Brown fully engaged for Hawks

Iowa soccer vs. 
Illinios
When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Iowa Soccer Complex

versatility also helps the 
receivers by spreading 
the field and giving oppos-
ing linebackers another 
threat to worry about. 

“Other than throwing 
to us, [Jake Rudock] can 
throw to the backs, and 
they can make stuff hap-
pen with their feet once 
they catch the ball,” he 
said. 

Bullock fits the proto-
typical running back mold 
for Iowa’s quarterback 
Jake Rudock, who tends to 
throw to the flat or short 

across the middle of the 
field after going through 
his progressions.

Often, the player on the 
end of that throw is Bull-
ock — he’s been targeted 
15 times this season, by 
far the most among the 
running backs. (Canzeri is 
second with 4 targets.)

“We’ve known that he 
can catch the ball really 
well. He does a good job 
of coming out of the back-
field,” Rudock said about 
Bullock. “He does a good 
job of getting open, and 
he’s a really good check 
down because he can catch 
it and make a move too.”

This role didn’t come 
out of nowhere. Bullock 

led Iowa running backs 
last season in receptions, 
and coming into camp, 
the Iowa coaches expected 
this kind of production out 
of the backfield. 

The expectations only 
increased when Bullock 
put together an impres-
sive fall camp, one that 
Ferentz called the best 
period of football coaches 
had seen from him. 

“It’s exciting,” Smith 
said. “To have him making 
plays, it opens it up for the 
whole offense.”

Follow @JacobSheyko 
on Twitter for updates, 
news, and analysis about 
the Iowa football team.

Following 7 a.m. work-
outs, their days consist 
of classes, practice, and 
studying.

But with four years to 
leave their mark on Iowa 
men’s tennis, the potential 
for this youthful team go-
ing forward is boundless.

“We’re going to have to 
look good as freshmen, 
which will attract oth-
er recruits,” Silverstein 
said. “As we keep doing 
better, better players 
will want to come to play 
for our school. It’s like a 
chain reaction.”

The other half of the 
team consists of two se-

niors, one junior, and one 
sophomore. After finish-
ing 1-10 in conference 
play last year, the quick 
development of the fresh-
men will be crucial to 
the team’s success in the 
spring.

“I just hope they come 
to practice and work hard 
every day,” senior Hagen 
said. “As freshmen, they’re 
going to have those on-
and-off days, but if they 
show up and work hard 
every day, that’s all you 
can ask for.”

While Hagen and the 
other veterans on the 
team understand what it 
takes on and off the court 
at this level, Silverstein 
and his fellow freshmen 
are just finding out.

“Junior tennis and col-

lege tennis are a lot differ-
ent,” Silverstein said. “In 
junior tennis, you go out, 
move your feet, keep a lot 
of balls on the court, and 
you win. Here, guys are 
big, and they’re strong, 
and there’s a whole differ-
ent mentality.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

specific time,” he said. 
As a team, this is the 

fourth week the Hawks 
have trained together. Al-
though the squad has yet 
to practice with full in-
tensity, Anderson thinks 
that this is the time for 
the Hakweyes to build 
their training throughout 
the season. 

During the month of 
October, the team is more 
intense in the workouts. 
With each workout the 
harriers undertake, and 
with the one meet they’ve 
run so far, Anderson be-
lieves the meets are a 
true indicator of the run-
ners’ fitness level. 

“The meets are a good 
evaluation of our fitness,” 
he said. “It shows how 
we’re doing and what we 
need to improve on.”

Prior to regular-sea-
son training, the runners 
also prep in the summer, 
in which the guys build 
up their mileage, fitness, 
and strength. Unlike 
regular-season training 
and workouts, summer 
training doesn’t take 
place every day. 

“Summer training is 

where we try to build up 
the routine so that the guys 
are consistent,” he said. 

Senior Ben Witt be-
lieves he put in a lot of 
good work over the sum-
mer. He ran every day 
during the week, typical-
ly two runs a day, some-
times with teammates. 
Witt described the runs 
with his teammates as 
“tempo runs.” 

“Tempo runs are be-
tween your regular pace 
and your race pace,” he 
said. “You run hard; you 
know you’re pushing the 
envelope but you’re still 
under control.”

Summer training went 
well for Witt, he said, and 
season training has been 
great as well, especial-
ly with teammate Kevin 
Lewis. 

“We kind of like to ham-
mer it together,” Witt said. 
“The workouts are really 
good in showing where 
you’re at.”

In addition to the team’s 
workouts, freshman Mi-
chael Hart runs around 
Iowa City by himself. 

“On my easy days, I like 
to run by myself to get 
more miles in,” Hart said, 
noting that when he runs 
with the leaders on the 
team, it helps him push 
himself.

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 8A

X-COUNTRY
CONTINUED FROM 8A
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Field hockey leaves 
for West Coast trip 

The Iowa field-hockey team will 
head to California to play a trio of 
games this weekend. 

The Black and Gold will face 
California-Davis today, then take on 
No. 6 Stanford on Friday and Pacific 
on Sept. 14.  

The trip will mark the end of 
nonconference play for the Hawks, 
who will open Big Ten competition at 
Rutgers on Sept. 21. 

Interim head coach Lisa Cellucci’s 
squad has enjoyed success recently, 
shooting up 13 spots in the rankings 
to No. 7 in the country after knocking 
off No. 11 Wake Forrest on Aug. 30 
and No. 6 Virginia Sept. 4. 

Junior Natalie Cafone and Compa-
ny will try for their third-straight win 
against a higher-ranked opponent. 
Cafone scored 3 goals in Iowa’s 4-3 
win over Virginia and was named Big 
Ten Offensive Player of the Week. 

 — by Ryan Rodriguez

SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING 
HAWKEYE SCHEDULE

THROWBACK
THURSDAY

MLB
Toronto 11, Chicago 1
Chicago White Sox 2, Oakland 1
Baltimore 10, Boston 6
Atlanta 6, Washington 2
Kansas City 3, Detroit 0
Minnesota, Cleveland (PPD)
Tampa Bay, NY Yankees
Pittsburgh 6, Philadelphia 3
Cincinnati 4, St. Louis 2
NY Mets 2, Colorado 0
LA Angels 8, Texas 1
Milwaukee 4, Miami 1
Arizona, San Francisco (late) 
Houston 5, Seattle 2
LA Dodgers 4, San Diego 0

FIBA World Cup
Serbia 84, Brazil 56
France 65, Spain 52

MLS
Montréal 2, Los Angeles 2
NY Red Bulls 1, DC United 0
Vancouver 2, San Jose 0

Field hockey vs. California-Davis, 
Stanford, California, 3 p.m. Today
Soccer vs. Illinois, Iowa Soccer 
Complex, 7 p.m. Today
Volleyball vs. Eastern Illinois, 
Brookings, South Dakota, 10 a.m. 
Friday
Field hockey at Stanford, 2 p.m. 
Friday
Volleyball vs. North Dakota, 
Brookings, South Dakota, 5 p.m. 
Friday
 Cross-country at Illinois State 
Invitational, 5 p.m. Friday
Women’s golf at Fossum Invita-
tional, East Lansing, Michigan, all 
day Saturday
Volleyball vs. Florida Interna-
tional, Brookings, South Dakota, 10 
a.m. Saturday
Football vs. Iowa State, Kinnick 
Stadium, 2:30 p.m. Saturday
Volleyball at South Dakota State, 
7 p.m. Saturday

Bullock finds pass niche

Iowa running back Damon Bullock picks his way down the field in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 6. Bullock had 3 carries for 17 yards. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

By MARIO WILLIAMS
mario-williams@uiowa.edu

Iowa men’s cross-country head coach 
Layne Anderson describes the typical work-
out for his team with three words:

Pace, rhythm, and strength.
The team runs a variety of workouts that 

include running up hills off campus and run-
ning inside at the Field House. One or two 
days out of the week, the squad also lifts 
weights. Anderson said he likes to challenge 
his team by running on different surfaces as 
well as changing speed. 

“These are the things the guys will en-
counter in most cross-country races and cer-
tainly in the big ones at the end of the year,” 
Anderson said.

Each workout is approximately 40 min-
utes in duration, excluding warm-ups. An-
derson preps his guys not only for the season 
but for each specific meet. A typical first race 
is between 24-26 minutes, and the second 
race is typically 29-31 minutes. 

“I have to prepare them to race for that 

Hawk harriers keep up with training

Hawkeye men’s tennis features youth

SEE X-COUNTRY, 7A

By CHARLIE GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

If observers were to 
look at the Iowa men’s 
tennis team last year ver-
sus what it is today, they 
might think they were 
looking at two complete-
ly different teams — and 
that wouldn’t be far from 
the truth.

Six seniors from last 
year’s team have gradu-
ated, and longtime head 
coach Steve Houghton 
has handed the reins over 

to 28-year-old Ross Wil-
son, who will serve as the 
program’s interim head 
coach this 
season.

“I think 
the good 
thing about 
Ross is he’s 
a little bit 
y o u n g e r, ” 
senior Matt 
Hagen said. 
“We can 
kind of relate to him a lit-
tle bit more; he has a little 
bit more fire.”

Wilson is indeed young 
compared with the 
65-year-old Houghton, 
and he is set to take over 
a team that will consist of 
four freshmen — account-
ing for half of the roster.

“With the majority of 
these guys being so young 
and not having Big Ten 
experience, you never 
know what could happen 
out there,” Wilson said. 
“But we’ve got a good 
group, a lot of talent on 
this team.”

While college experi-

ence may not be abun-
dant, talent certainly is. 
Freshman Jake Jacoby 
and Josh Silverstein are 
both five-star recruits. 
Newcomer Lefteris Theo-
dorou was ranked as the 
No. 1 under-18 player in 
Greece and ranked as 
high as No. 31 in Europe.

Still, the jump in the 
level of competition will 
be a concern for Wilson 
and his team. And few-
er than three weeks in-
to the fall semester, the 
freshmen are still get-

ting acquainted with life 
in college.

“We’re still new to 
school,” Silverstein said. 
“If we were just coming 
here to play tennis, it 
would be a lot different, 
but there are so many 
other things we need to 
juggle.”

High school has long 
been over for Silverstein 
and the other freshmen, 
and the college grind is 
only just beginning.

SEE TENNIS, 7A

The Iowa cross-country runners practice at Kent Park on Tuesday. The cross-country team will compete in the Illinois State Invitational in Normal, Illinois, 
on Friday. (The Daily Iowan/Lauren Muth)

Damon Bullock has just 6 carries this season, but that doesn’t mean he’s been absent from Iowa’s offense. 
By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

Senior running back Damon Bullock has 
just 6 carries for 27 yards through the first 
two football games of the season. That’s an 
average of just three rushes per game. Let 
that sink in for a moment.

Still, Bullock has managed to continually 
get his hands on the ball. In those same two 
games, he’s caught 10 passes for 51 yards. 
It’s a drastic increase compared to last year, 
when he had just 20 catches in 13 games.

Instead of pushing Bullock out of the con-
stantly rotating backfield, it seems that Iowa 
head coach Kirk Ferentz has just found a new 
role for the senior.

“We all have different roles,” Bullock said 
at Iowa’s media day. “We’re all versatile, 
Mark [Weisman] is a power back, [Jordan] 
Canzeri is quicker, and myself, I can say that 
I’m versatile, I can pass block and also catch 
the ball.”

Iowa’s running game has yet to come to 
fruition, but Bullock’s assessment of what he 
brings to the table has been spot on. 

The Mansfield, Texas, native has been a 
steady pass-catcher out of the backfield de-
spite a 4.5-yards-per-carry average in the run-
ning game. That average tops all Iowa run-
ning backs that have seen significant action. 

He also brings something to the table that 
goes unnoticed by many, something Ferentz 
was quick to point out. 

“He did a really nice job, not only things 
that you saw, but maybe if you watch some 
of his blocking and things like that, he really 
did a good job,” Ferentz said. “He got nailed 
on that one play, and the next play he came 
back and blocked the heck out of one of their 
guys.  So I think he was mad getting knocked 
around.”

In that regard, Bullock is perhaps the most 
versatile of Iowa’s tailbacks, though an argu-
ment could also be made for Jordan Canzeri.

Bullock has also lined up several times in 
the slot this season, mainly when Iowa goes 
with an empty backfield. 

Wide receiver Tevaun Smith said Bullock’s 

Sept. 11, 2007 — Ahead of 
the Iowa-Iowa State matchup in 
Ames, Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz 
predicted quarterback Jake Chris-
tensen would experience a different 
atmosphere at Jack Trice Stadium. 

“This is going to be a different 
challenge for [Christensen],” 
Ferentz said. “Now, we’re going into 
the first hostile stadium … This is 
an away game, quote-unquote, but 
this crowd is going to be a little bit 
more of a challenge.” The Cyclones 
bested the Hawkeyes, 15-13, in 
that contest.

SEE FOOTBALL, 7A

Wilson
interim coach

Iowa forward Natalie Cafone drives the 
ball in Grant Field on Oct. 27, 2013. (The 
Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)
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By EMMA MCCLATCHEY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

In this two part series, The Daily Iowan ex-
plores the blossoming tattoo and piercing in-
dustry in the Iowa City area, from its cleaned-
up shops and artists to body modification 
trends amongst college-age clients.

A “stupid little flower” served as Megan 
Schwalm’s introduction to the world of tat-
tooing. She was 18, and she had followed her 
inexplicable lust for ink to a tattoo parlor in 
Platteville, Wisconsin; tattooing was illegal in 
her hometown of Dubuque in 1998.

The law was overturned in 2008, and 
Schwalm, now 34, has since covered her “stu-
pid little flower” with a star tattoo. She has 
also become the University of Iowa’s diversi-
ty-resources coordinator, adopted a son, cut her 
hair into a neat blond bob, collected a pletho-
ra of professional pants and blouses, and got 
enough ink to cover virtually her entire left 
arm and much of her right.

Of course, as an aspiring politician with an 
office job, these tattoos are almost perpetually 
covered by blazers and cardigans.

“There certainly are moments in the summer 
when I wish I could just wear short sleeves,” 
she said. “But it’s not so much that I regret the 
tattoos but hate the system.”

This system has been in place for decades, 

SEE TATTOO, 6B

With 1 in 5 Americans going under the tattoo needle, the face of tattoos and piercings is getting more 
professional. But where and when will it be safe for Iowans to roll up their sleeves?



weekend events
Today 9.11

Friday 9.12

Saturday 9.13

Sunday 9.14

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

Dolphin Tale 2
The dolphin Winter reprises her 
role as herself in this sequel 
to 2011’s family film Dolphin 
Tale. Winter became a symbol 
of hope after groundbreaking 
prosthetics allowed the tailless 
dolphin to swim again. Now, the 
team that saved Winter’s life 
welcomes a new animal into the 
aquarium: an orphaned dolphin 
named Hope.

The Drop
Starring Tom Hardy, Noomi 
Rapace, and the late James 
Gandolfini, The Drop follows an 
underground crime network in 
Brooklyn that funnels money 
into local bars. But when a 
robbery scheme goes awry, the 
resulting investigation digs up 
the neighborhood’s dark past.

FILMSCENE

Land Ho!
In this cross-continental come-
dy, two aging ex-brother-in-laws 
(Paul Eenhoorn and Earl Lynn 
Nelson) take a trip to Iceland 
in an attempt to channel their 
inner youth. The two then enjoy 
nightclubs, spas, and camp 
sites—and have a few misad-
ventures along the way.

  THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 20142B 80 HOURS

Dollar Dog Days

The gift of honesty
DRINK

OF THE WEEK

Caramel Apple 
Sangria

Fall doesn’t start (according to 
some) until Sept. 23, but while 
there’s still sunshine and ripening 
apples, the Caramel Apple Sangria 
bridges summer and fall perfectly. 
Featuring pinot grigio, caramel 
vodka, apple cider, and apple 
chunks poured over ice, this simple 
sangria is a cool, calming drink to 
enjoy at Saturday’s tailgate.

Taste: If you like apple drinks but 
aren’t that sweet on hard cider, 
the Caramel Apple Sangria makes 
a good alternative. You can de-
termine the mixer proportions for 
yourself, but don’t let the caramel 
vodka overpower the fruity tones 
of the wine—I chose a brand of 
pinot called Relax, a helpful mes-
sage when you’re studying for the 
first exams of the year—or cider. 
The darker the color, the better 
the flavor.

Advice: Obtain your cider and 
apples from Wilson’s Orchard, 4823 
Dingleberry Rd. N.E., for ensured 
quality—and for a fun afternoon of 
apple-picking. Slide a cinnamon 
stick into your drink glass for even 
more autumnal tones.

– by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Earthtone Studio, New 
Belgium Battle of the Bands 
7, 8 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. 
Linn
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington
• Soul Shake, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s

 WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Hope Edelman, nonfiction, 
8 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

FILM
• Boyhood, 3 & 8:30 p.m., 
FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Life After Beth, 6:30 p.m., 
FilmScene

MUSIC
• Brother Ali, Bambu, DJ 
Last Word, MaLLy, 7 p.m., 
Gabe’s
• The 100s, 8 p.m., Mill,
120 E. Burlington
• Zeta June, Soap, Soul 
Phlegm, 10 p.m., Yacht Club
 
WORDS
• IWP/Writers’ Workshop 
Reading, Gerdur Kristny 
(Iceland) and Mujib Mehrdad 

(Afghanistan) will be joined 
by Writers’ Workshop M.F.A. 
candidate Patrick Connelly, 4 
p.m., Prairie Lights

FILM
• Land Ho, 4 & 6 p.m., Film-
Scene
• Frank, 8 & 10 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Little Village Patio Party, 5 
p.m., Gabe’s

MUSIC
• Saturday Night Music, Scott 
Engledow and J Knight, 7 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s
• Cosby Sweater, Scratch Dub, 
10 p.m., Gabe’s
• Diplomats of Solid Sound, 
Uniphonics, 10 p.m., Yacht Club
 
FILM
• Land Ho, 1, 5, & 7 p.m., 

FilmScene
• Frank, 3 & 9 p.m., FilmScene
• Bijou After Hours, Pink Floyd: 
The Wall, 11 p.m., FilmScene
• After Ana, In the Raw Series, 
Working Group Theater, 7 p.m., 
Englert, 221 E. Washington

 COMEDY
• Brooks Wheelan, 9 p.m., 
Mill

MUSIC
• Arc & Stones, Cold Stare, 
9 p.m., Gabe’s
 
FILM
• Land Ho, 1 p.m., FilmScene
• Frank, 3 p.m., FilmScene
• Bijou Open Screen, Film-
Scene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Arts and Crafts Show, 
noon, Marriott Conference 
Center, 300 E. Ninth St., 
Coralville
• Pub Quiz, 9 p.m., Mill

Find and follow 
us for updates 

on the go!

@DailyIowanArts

@daily_iowan

By CLAIRE DIETZ
claire-dietz@uiowa.edu

While the famously 
experimental Neo-Futurist 
theater group has its 
audience members roll a 
die to determine the price 
of their tickets, Riverside 
Theater keeps it a little 
simpler: flip a coin. One side, 
your ticket is $1, the other, 
$2.

With this unique pricing 
system, the offering of free 
coffee and priced “adult 
beverages,” and the lack of 
sets and costumes for its 
Dollar Dog Reading Series, 
Riverside has shaken up its 
usual theater environment.

At 6:30 p.m. Sept. 14, local 
playwright Megan Gogerty 
will participate in the Dollar 
Dog series by reading from 
the first act of her new play, 
Housebroken.  While the 
stage will be bare, Riverside 
and partner Working Group 
Theater said audiences can 
expect a lively, casual, and 
surprising experience from 
the live reading.

Gogerty has also 
premièred her two other solo 
shows at Riverside, Hillary 
Clinton Got Me Pregnant 

and Feet First in the Water 
with a Baby in My Teeth.

“This Dollar Dog reading 
I am excited about because 
it [Housebroken] is a 
brand-new play; I’ve never 
done this play for anyone, 
ever,” Gogerty said. “I did a 
reading of it this summer 
… but I’m rewriting it as 
we speak. So we’re going 
to hear the first half of the 
play, and the people who 
come and see it are going 
to be the first people in the 
history of Earth to ever hear 
this new draft. I’m writing 
it, and I’m making dramatic 
changes from my summer 
reading, so it’s going to be 
brand-new.”

Sean Lewis, a co-producer 
of the Dollar Dog Series and 
artistic director for Working 
Group, said the readings 
allow playwrights to see 
how a show not only sits 
with the audience but with 
the playwrights themselves.

“They’re all brand-new 
plays, some of them have 
not been seen in any kind 
of incarnation,» Lewis 
said. “It’s a way for us and 
Riverside to kind of test 
out new work in front of 
an audience in kind of a 
reader’s theater style. Not so 
much staging, but the actors 
reading from the script 
first.”

Lewis cofounded Working 
Group with Jennifer Fawcett 
and Martin Andrews in 
2009. While they focus 
mainly on documentary-
style productions, the group 
also develops plays. Both 
Lewis and Fawcett will 
contribute their works to 
the readings later this year 
and into next year.

Fawcett said her latest 
work, Birth Witches Part 
2, is part of a trilogy of 
plays — beginning with 
Birth Witches, which was 
produced at Riverside in Oc-
tober 2013 — that focus on 
pregnancy, midwives, and 
women’s bodies. While the 
first installment took place 
in 15th century England, 
part two will be set in Amer-
ica post-Civil War.

“Essentially this is a 
historical drama, and I’m 
tracing how the politics of 
birth changed and developed 
as they came to America,” 
Fawcett said. “So I’m going 
to be looking at some of the 
first female doctors and the 
entrance of women into the 
medical profession, but also 
post-Civil War America 
and what that was like as 
well as the role of midwives 
in the African-American 
community but also in the 
white community.”

Lewis’ and Fawcett’s 
readings will take place on 
Oct. 26 and May 3, 2015, re-
spectively. Gogerty said the 
Dollar Dog Reading Series 
is a “fantastic” opportunity 
for audiences to experience 
the early stages of a play’s 
production process.

“I think sometimes, the 
great thing about theater 
is that it’s kind of like a 
really good — great party, 
and you have to be there. 
If you don’t go, if you don’t 
physically go, then you don’t 
get to participate,” Gogerty 
said. “You create the event, 
the audience creates the 
event — theater without an 
audience is just a rehearsal, 
like it doesn’t actually 
happen.”

By JASMINE PUTNEY
jasmine-putney@uiowa.edu

When Hope Edelman 
puts pen to paper, a flood 
of memories, anecdotes, 
life lessons, and quotes 
take shape on the page. 
As a nonfiction writer, she 
draws inspiration from her 
life: her family, memories 
of adolescence, and her 
experiences.

University of Iowa 
Nonfiction Writing 
Program alumna and 
author Edelman will read 
from her bestselling works 
and discuss her career at 8 
p.m. today at Prairie Lights, 
15 S. Dubuque. The reading 
will be sponsored by the UI 
Nonfiction Writing Program 
in celebration of Edelman 
being named an Alumni 
Fellow for 2014.

“I started writing in the 
first grade. My teacher 
would put a star at the top 
of my papers …” she said. “I 
always had an inclination 
and desire to write, and I 
just never veered from that.” 

After receiving 
a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism from 
Northwestern University, 
she got a job as an editor 
and began looking for a 
place to start her master’s 
degree. Then, one of her 
writers introduced her to 
the UI, and fate took hold.

“Back then, there weren’t 
very many nonfiction 
programs to choose from,” 
Edelman said. “I was 
between two choices. I 
could go to the University 
of Colorado-Boulder and 
receive my master’s in 

journalism, which I didn’t 
really want. I just wanted 
to live in Boulder, Colorado. 
Or I could go to Iowa … 
So I came to visit, and I 
immediately fell in love. 
My decision to go to the 
University of Iowa was 
both well-thought-out and 
impulsive.”

The UI Nonfiction 
Program not only provided 
Edelman with a master’s 
degree but with knowledge 
that continued to influence 
her as a writer. After 
graduating, Edelman 
published six bestselling 
books — which have sold 
almost 1 million copies 
across 17 countries — and 
wrote essays featured in 
numerous publications, 
including the New York 
Times, Writer’s Digest, and 
Glamour.

“Those were life-
changing years,” she said. 
“Those were the years that 
set the whole rest of my life 
in motion. It was definitely 
the most productive writing 
period of my life, and I 
wrote six books, so that’s 
saying a lot.”

In addition to the 
education Edelman 
received, friends she 
accumulated were one-
of-a-kind. Edelman said 
they all helped each other 
rise to levels they may not 
have otherwise achieved as 
individuals.

John D’Agata of the 
UI Nonfiction Writing 
Program, who has known 
Edelman as an alum of the 
program, said he very much 
looks forward to the reading.

“She’s a beautiful 

nonfiction writer whose 
books are always 
impeccably researched and 
gorgeously written,” he said. 
“That combination is rare 
to find in a lot of nonfiction 
writing, however, because a 
lot of times, nonfiction books 
become overwhelmed by 
their research and lose sight 
of language.”

This will not be 
Edelman’s first appearance 
at Prairie Lights. She has 
read from her best-selling 
book Motherless Daughters 
and other books she has 
published, but her roots 
in the bookstore run even 
deeper. Prairie Lights co-
owner Jan Weissmiller has 
known Edelman since the 
author was a student at UI. 

“Hope is a gifted writer 
and a woman who lives life 
fully,” Weissmiller said. “She 
brings the full force of her 
immense experience and 
complex emotional life to 
the page.”

After writing several 
books and a multitude of 
essays, articles, and reviews, 
Edelman has gained a vast 
amount of experience. She 
advised young writers that 
the best thing they can do 
is write.

“I’d tell [aspiring writers] 
to tell your stories honestly 
and authentically without 
censoring or worrying 
about how your readers 
will respond,” she said. 
“You can always go back 
and edit or change names 
if need be. Getting your 
story down in the purest 
and most honest form is 
the greatest gift you could 
give to yourself.”

Publicity Photo
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By JUSTUS FLAIR
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Iowa native Brooks 
Wheelan graduated from 
the University of Iowa in 
2009 before moving to Los 
Angeles to put his biomed-
ical-engineering degree to 
good use. And he did, for 
a while, until his comedy 
took off enough for him 
to quit his day job. Whee-
lan was a cast member on 
“Saturday Night Live” for 
the 2013-14 season, but 
he was fired at the end of 
the year. Now, he’s back to 
what he knows best with 
his “Brooks Wheelan Falls 
Back on Standup Comedy 
(Sorta) Tour,” bringing 
him to the Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington St., at 9 p.m. 
Saturday. Wheelan took a 
break from watching How 
to Train Your Dragon 2 to 
answer a few questions 
about his time on “Satur-
day Night Live,” his back-
ground in Iowa, and his 
future comedy plans.

Daily Iowan: What 
was the best part of being 
on “Saturday Night Live”? 
The worst?

Wheelan: The best part 
was when you got to be on 
it, and the worst part was 
when you weren’t on it. 

The best days were 
when I got to be on Week-
end Update, and the worst 
days were when I wasn’t 
on the show at all. It’s 
like the highest highs and 
the lowest lows. It stinks 
when you don’t make it on 
because you’d work like 
an 80-hour week and then 
have nothing to show for 
it. It was a bummer. 

DI: Now that “Saturday 
Night Live” is behind you, 
what’s coming up? 

Wheelan: I’ve been do-
ing standup for the last 

eight years, so that was 
always the goal — become 
a really great standup co-
median and maybe get 
an hour special. So that’s 
what I’m working toward 
now.

DI: Any thoughts on 
what that special will look 
like?

Wheelan: Standup is 
constantly evolving. Hope-
fully, every show is better 
than the one before be-
cause you learn something 
each time. So I have no 
idea what I’ll be talking 
about next year, but hope-
fully, it’ll be great.

DI: Would you like to 
keep performing sketch 
comedy or stick to stand-
up? What about television 
or movies?

Wheelan: I’m working 
on my own television show. 
I used to live in Los Ange-
les, and what I was doing 
there was pitching televi-
sion shows. Actually, the 
first two shows I pitched 
were set in Iowa City, be-
cause I think it’s a unique, 
cool place that would be 
good for a comedy show. I 
enjoy Iowa City. So I’ll go 
back to trying to make TV 
shows.

DI: Do you have any 
plans to go back to biomed-
ical engineering?

Wheelan: Never ever. 
Comedy is what I like. I 
have a career in it that I 
like. I treated my biomed-
ical-engineering job like it 
was McDonald’s — it was 
just a job to make money. 

I remember I got an en-
gineering-tutor job at the 
Seamans Center because 
I got a public intox and 
needed money to pay for 
that, so I tutored.

DI: What can people 
expect from your show at 
the Mill?

Wheelan: I don’t know. 

It’ll be fun. The Mill is my 
favorite type of venue. It’s 
a music venue, it’s not a 
comedy club. I love per-
forming at music venues 
because the crowd’s more 
on board, which lets the 
comedian be looser and 
makes for a better show. 
It’s just not prepared at 
all. 

DI: How do you think 
growing up in Iowa and 
your time at the UI affect-
ed your comedy?

Wheelan: I wasn’t 
surrounded by comedy; 
I came up with my own 
style. Which was good, 
that worked, so that when 
I went to other places I 
wasn’t ripping off any oth-
er comedians. I just sort of 
developed my own weird 
way on doing it in Iowa.

DI: Tell me about your 
performances in Iowa City 
while you were still at the 
university.

Wheelan: I was terri-
ble at comedy, but people 
let me keep doing it, so 
that was nice of them. 
I just remember there 
were a number of times 
where I would perform, 
and I’d go to the bath-
room right afterwards 
because I was drunk and 
had to pee, and I’d hear 
people talking about how 
bad I was. And I was: I 
was really bad in Iowa 
City, but I kept at it.

One more thing — 
when I was a senior at 
Iowa, The Daily Iowan 
did a feature on com-
edy in Iowa City, and 
it didn’t include me, 
and I just wanted to let 
you know that I’m still 
steaming about it. I al-
ways said that when I 
made it big, I wouldn’t 
do an interview with you 
guys, but, yeah, I’m still 
mad at you. 

Wheelan still steaming 
after all of these years

Reviving the ‘Trailer 
Park’ and the Boys

Some viewers might de-
spise loveable, poorly edu-
cated antiheroes who dis-
play uncanny ingenuity. 
They might loathe sleeper 
comedies with genius writ-
ing that makes romance 
awkward and throws dra-
ma to the ground. They 
might hate laughing and 
feeling happy. For the 
rest of us, there’s “Trailer 
Park Boys.”

On Sept. 5, Netflix re-
leased a 10-episode season, 
reviving the series after it 
ended late in 2008. Veter-
an fans of the show will 
be pleased to know — if, 
for some inexplicable rea-
son, they haven’t binged 
through the new episodes 
by now — that the new 
season does a satisfying 
job of preserving almost 
everything that made the 
first seven so great.

After watching the new 
season of “Arrested Devel-
opment” trip over its shoes 
and helplessly flounder 
around on the ground, 
begging for a swift death, 
I was wary of how Netflix 
would handle itself. Cue 
the happy music.

The central theme and 
plot of the show have re-
mained consistent with past 
seasons. We find ourselves 
again in SunnyVale Trailer 
Park, located in Nova Scotia, 
seeing the world through 
the eyes of a mockumenta-
ry camera crew as they fol-
low main characters Ricky 
(Robb Wells), Julian (John 
Paul Tremblay), and Bub-

bles (Mike Smith). Trouble 
once again finds itself in the 
park, and it’s up to the boys 
to stop antagonists Sam 
Lusco (a “Caveman” played 
by Sam Tarasco) and Cyrus 
(a hair-slicking, revolv-
er-touting, self-proclaimed 
badass played by Bernard 
Robichaud) from becoming 
majority shareholders and 
selling the neighborhood to 
developers.

It’s a classic underdog 
story. Good against evil, 
except that one of the he-
roes is trying to retire by 
selling weed hidden in the 
drywall of his trailer, an-
other is running a ques-
tionably legitimate bar 
and gym (yes, gym), and 

the last is busy attempting 
to get his kitty-friendly 
“Shed and Breakfast” off 
the ground. Ex-park su-
pervisor Jim Lahey (John 
Dunsworth) continues to 
battle with alcoholism and 
the reality of his aging 
body, a struggle both he 
and his kind-of boyfriend 
Randy (Patrick Roach) 
have to face together. The 
plot moves along with the 
familiar one-step-forward, 
three-steps-back pace of 
previous seasons.

Adam Gromotka
adam-gromotka@uiowa.edu

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM
FOR THE REST OF THIS 

STORY
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By ISAAC HAMLET
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

A young couple drive 
down an empty road, 
their car comes to an 
abrupt stop, and a strang-
er approaches. Though 
this sounds like the plot 
of a horror film, the play 
After Ana focuses more on 
family tragedy than scar-
iness, and it is based on a 
real incident.

At 7 p.m. Saturday, the 
Englert Theater, 221 E. 
Washington St., will col-
laborate with Working 
Group Theater to present 
a new version of Jenni-
fer Fawcett’s After Ana, 
which will be performed 
with the audience on 

stage with the actors. The 
play is the first of five in 
Working Group’s “In the 
Raw” series, appearing at 
the Englert.

Director Sean Lewis and 
Jennifer Fawcett said the 
close contact with the  audi-
ence leads to engagement.

“It allows you to deal a 
lot more with the intimacy 
of every line,” Lewis said. 
“It’s more filmic that way. 
In a movie, you can whis-
per a line, but a stage whis-
per tends to be something 
of a shout. We’re able to do 
a lot of things that would 
normally be too subtle to 
get away with.”

In addition to the ac-
tors, musical accompani-
ment will be presented 

live on stage. Though the 
play was not original-
ly written with musical 
cues, the writer and di-
rector agreed that it has 
become an integral part 
of the production.

“The music emphasiz-
es tension and dynam-
ics between characters,” 
said composer Michael 
Finely. “Because the mu-
sical content is primarily 
thematic — as in differ-
ent themes for charac-
ters, stories, etc. —  is 
also helps to reinforce 
for the audience certain 
connections between the 
characters and sections 
of the play that might be 
otherwise confused be-
cause the use of numer-

ous narratives set in dif-
ferent times and places.” 

The set on which the 
performance is staged is 
conservative, with much 
of it being performed on 
four chairs representing 
the inside of a car. This is 
in part to allow the audi-
ence to focus on the actors 
and to avoid complicating 
a complex piece.

The story features a 
shifting timeline that 
moves between past and 
present, touching on 
both the breaking down 
of the car and what kind 
of effect the ripples that 
event creates.

“In the play, the couple 
are young parents, and 
you see the son 30 years 

later, trying to piece to-
gether the events of that 
night,” Fawcett said. “It 
has a lot of numerous 
timelines going on, and 
a lot of those are about 
moving into the past. But 
it’s not just about looking 
back; it’s also about mov-
ing forward from tragedy.”

With a rehearsal pe-
riod of two weeks, the 
actors in the play have 
had to throw themselves 
headlong into not only 
their characters but a 
web of narrative cause 
and effect.

Lewis and Fawcett 
said they are confident 
in their actors, and they 
look forward to seeing 
them perform.

“There’s some sort of 
magic when you’re able 
to see a great performer 
right there in front of you. 
It changes the experience 
[for the audience],” Lew-
is said. “Theater is one 
of the few art forms that 
can live basically any-
where. You can perform a 
play on the Ped Mall, on 
the back of a truck, or in 
a class room.”

By DEVYN YOUNG
devyn-young@uiowa.edu   

It is a rare occasion in 
the theater: silence. The 
stage is filled with over 
twenty kids aged fourth 
grade through high school, 
all sitting and waiting for 
their turn to run through 
their combat battle se-
quence. The lights are 
slowly changing from 
one lighting cue to the 
next. Some of the kids are 
standing with swords, oth-
er with large shields. They 
are in a final tech rehears-
al for The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe.  

The Coralville Center 
for the Performing Arts 
and the Young Footliters 
acting company will pres-
ent a modernized version 
of the C.S. Lewis novel 
The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe this Friday 
through Sept. 14. Adapt-
ed for the stage by Joseph 
Robinette, the show tells 
the story of four siblings 
who find their way into 
a magical land of Narnia 
via a wardrobe found in a 
mansion. 

“It’s a universal story. 
It’s one that, no matter 
how many times you’ve 
seen some version of it, 
it resonates with you no 
matter what,” director 
Matt Falduto said. 

Falduto is returning 
to direct The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe 
after a 14-year break 
from Young Footliters. 
Despite the inexperience 
of his young cast, Falduto 
said the kids bring a lot 
of energy to the table.

“I have been so im-
pressed by how they’ve 
been willing to take chanc-
es and put themselves out 

there,” he said. 
At their lighting re-

hearsal on Sept. 7, Falduto 
leads the kids through a 
particularly difficult com-
bat scene in slow motion. 
Though the scene is rather 
serious, the young actors 
can't help but laugh and 
make faces at one another.

“The combat scene is 
my favorite part of the 
show,” said 12-year-old 
Elizabeth Davis.

Actor Emma Furlong, 
11, said “dying” was her 
favorite part of the produc-
tion, while Mira Bohannan 
Kumar, 12, said she enjoys 
dying and then coming 
back to life.

Kumar plays Aslan, the 
wise lion who guides the 
main characters through 
Narnia. She said the key 
to being a good actor is be-
coming familiar with the 
script as soon as possible. 

“I memorize my lines 
early," she said. "I just 
feel like it’s so much easi-
er to spend time develop-
ing the character when I 
know my lines.” 

Although C.S. Lewis's 
original novel took place in 
1940, the Young Footliter's 
play has been brought to 
the modern day.

“The other thing that’s 
different than how it’s 
been done before is it 
is set in 2014,” Falduto 
said. “I wanted to show 
the universality of how 
it’s just as relevant now 
as it was then.”

The costumes, for exam-
ples, are clothes modern 
children would wear — 
with a few fantasy touches.

“I love the costumes, 
that is my favorite thing," 
said Shanthi Chacka-
lachal, 15, who plays the 
White Witch. Her costume 

is particularly elaborate, 
with a large, glittery crown 
and a long blue and white 
dress that depicts ice.

Apart from 2014-in-
spired costumes and 
make-up, the show brings 
in recent popular culture 
as well: the show begins 
with a rendition of the 
song “Let It Go” from Dis-
ney’s Frozen. 

Though this isn't Chack-
alachal's first theater pro-
duction, she said this was 
her first time acting with 
other actors her own age. 

“I love making friends 
with the cast,” Chacka-
lachal said.

“The whole experience 
is really fun," Furlong 
added. "Everyone in the 
cast is crazy, in the best 
way possible.”

By ASHLEY MURPHY
ashley-d-murphy@uiowa.edu

Clink. Clink. The col-
lection of kettles, plates, 
and tea cups pictured 
in Peter Gerritsz van 
Roestraten’s painting 
Still Life with Tea Cups 
will never make these 
classic tea-party sounds, 
but the objects are so ac-
curately portrayed they 
look as if they might.

This famous still-life 
painting inspired the Uni-
versity of Iowa Museum of 
Art, UI art students, and 
Associate Professor Julie 
Hochstrasser, who have 
collaborated on the exhib-
it Tea Time: Going Dutch. 
Through the program, 
students of Hochstrasser’s 
class Life and Still Life 
in the Dutch Golden Age: 
Creating an Exhibition 
will present works based 
on Roestraten’s work.

“The students have to 
produce material that is 
publicly viewable,” said 
Art Museum Executive 
Director Sean O’Harrow. 
“They’re creating an ex-
hibition that not only will 
hundreds or thousands of 
people see but also mem-
bers of the press.”

The exhibition will be-
gin Saturday and run 
through Dec. 7 in the 

IMU Black Box Theater. 
The students’ exhibi-
tions will help to explain 
the economic, social, and 
artistic history behind 
Roestraten’s art in vari-
ous ways over the course 
of the semester.

“The show will evolve 
over time, and the pro-
cess is transparent,” said 
Steven Erickson, a collec-
tions-management coordi-
nator who is in charge of 
putting up the show. “The 
students will generate 
text panels and work with 
the professor and muse-
um staff on selection and 
display of objects.”

The star of the show is 
Still Life with Tea Things, 
a 17th-century painting 
by Roestraten that deals 
with objects involved in 
the tea trade. O’Harrow 
said visitors be able to 
see this famous painting, 

while students have the 
opportunity to assess art 
featuring real and unique 
objects.

“Online imagery is 
great for exposure as an 
artist; however, if the 
viewers really want to 
experience the art, they 
must be present in the 
real,” said Kevin Cham-
berlain, a collections-man-
agement assistant for the 
Art Museum

The Tea Time: Going 
Dutch exhibition will be 
on display and continual-
ly evolve so that audience 
members can follow the 
students’ progress and see 
their work in a raw state.

“We will always involve 
students in our major 
projects,” O’Harrow said. 
“For the students and au-
dience, the exhibition is 
going to be a fantastic ex-
perience.”

Delving into Narnia

Encounters of the close-contact kind

 Finding their cup of tea

THEATER

What: “In the Raw”, After Ana
When: 7 p.m. Saturday
Where: Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
Admission: $10

THEATER
What: The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe
Where: Coraville Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1301 
Fifth St.
When: 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 
7 p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Sept. 14
Price: $7 to $12
Tickets are still available for 
all performances at coralvil-
learts.org or at the door



prompting individuals with 
body modifications to cover 
up or be construed as social 
deviants. The difference to-
day is that very few “modi-
fied” people are bikers, gang 
members, or rebels: one in 
five American adults has at 
least one tattoo, and another 
one in five has a non-ear-lobe 
piercing (naval, nose, and 
nipple are among the most 
popular). Additionally, most 
of these people — nearly 70 
percent — are young women 
such as Schwalm.

“Body modifications are a 
statement of social identity,” 
said Pat Dolan, 60, a pierced 
and tattooed UI rhetoric 
lecturer. “I feel solidarity 
with the people around me, 
sometimes 20 or 30 years 
younger. It’s a sort of ‘we are 
members of the tribe’ thing.”

Encouraged by TV reality 
shows and social media, this 
expanded market for tat-
toos and piercings has made 
body modification a multi-
billion-dollar industry, with 
the most competitive shops 
maintaining high standards 
of hygiene and artistry.

But even as tattoos and 
piercings grow more com-
mon — and occasionally 
advantageous in retail, 
fashion, and sporting pro-
fessions, sometimes even in 
teaching — a rigid cultur-
al stigma remains around 
such blatant forms of 
self-expression. At its worst, 
this stigma can tread the 
line between stereotyping 
and flat-out discrimination.     

Still, Dolan keeps his 
sleeves rolled up and 
encourages his friend 
Schwalm to do so as well. 
Some prejudiced people, he 
said, need to be made an-
gry or uncomfortable.

“I’m acutely aware my ex-
perience as a privileged, old-
er white professor is not go-
ing to get the abuse Megan 
is, particularly while she’s 
young,” Dolan said. “It’s 
really important to know 
where your beliefs come 
from. It might be a culture 
we need to interrogate.”

Ink in the workplace
Schwalm knew that get-

ting a Romero Britto tattoo 
sleeve would mean feeling 
a bit stuffy in the summer. 
But, as with 70 percent of 
America’s 45 million tat-
tooed people, she wasn’t 
satisfied with sporting just 
one patch of ink.

“When I was 18, I thought 
it was cool and, yeah, it felt 
a little rebellious,” Schwalm 
said, lifting up her right 
sleeve a few inches to reveal 
a cartoonish tattoo of a glue 
bottle on her arm — a trib-

ute to the phrase that her 
and her son describe their re-
lationship: “stuck like glue.”

“As I’ve gotten older, my 
motivation is different … I 
love to look down and see 
this tattoo that reminds 
me of my son.”

Still, like many pro-
fessionals in Iowa City, 
Schwalm isn’t apt to show 
off these sacred symbols in 
the workplace.

At her previous job at the 
Women’s Resource and Action 
Center, Schwalm kept a de-
tailed calendar of whom she 
would meet each day, which 
she consulted before getting 
dressed in the morning. Now, 
at the UI Diversity Office, she 
always has a sweater or jack-
et in her office in the event of 
surprise visitors.

Schwalm has tempered 
her self-expression since she 
was nearly passed over for 
an adjunct professor posi-
tion in the Quad Cities.

“When I interviewed for 
the job, I had dreadlocks,” 
she said. “I was told I’d need 
to look more professional if 
I wanted to have that job. 
Frankly, looking at the 
other people who were in-
terviewing, I was far more 
qualified than them.”

So Schwalm adhered to 
her employer’s standards, 
cutting her hair and keep-
ing her tattoos covered 
whenever possible.

“The funny thing was that 
in that position, whenever 
my tattoos showed, students 
got excited, and it always 
felt like that was a way to 
connect with students differ-
ently from when my tattoos 
were covered,” she said.

Cyndy Woodhouse can 
back this phenomenon. 
Decorated in 12 tattoos and 
15 different piercings, the 
Iowa City West High, 2900 
Melrose Ave., language-arts 
teacher and debate coach 
said her body modifications 
don’t come up too much in 
the classroom. But when 
they do, Woodhouse finds 
her collection of cartilage 
rings and dragon tattoos 
are a good way to break the 
ice with students.

“It used to be if a teach-
er had a tattoo, the kids 
would make a huge deal,” 
she said. “Now, we have 
kids walking down the hall 
with tattoos … They’re 
creating an image.”

Woodhouse said she has 
only heard of one instance 
of public outcry because 
of a tattoo in Iowa City: A 
parent of a City High stu-
dent once complained to the 
School Board that her son’s 
tattooed teacher was a dis-
traction to the learning en-
vironment. This claim was 
not officially acted upon.

“Iowa City is very different 
in terms of self-expression 
and tolerance,” Woodhouse 
said. “If I wasn’t a teacher, 

I’d definitely invest more in 
metal and ink … But the 
more I added to my tattoos, 
the more I realized I was al-
tering the person they hired.”

Like Woodhouse, Schwalm 
said she hasn’t received neg-
ative attention for her body 
modifications in the Uni-
versity of Iowa community 
— beyond a few judgmental 
looks at professional func-
tions — but she maintains 
a certain standard. The on-
ly criticisms she has gotten 
are from some tattooed col-
leagues such as Dolan, who 
chaff at Schwalm for her per-
petual long sleeves.

“Sometimes, I get flak for 
it; people say you shouldn’t 
be someone you’re not,” 
she said. “But I think that 
when people are first meet-
ing, they try to put their 
best foot forward and don’t 
always act in a way that is 
congruent with their true 
selves. We put on a good 
show. I think of it that way. 
I want people to take me se-
riously and sometimes, un-
fortunately, they don’t when 
they see my tattoos.”

Though she conforms to 
unwritten codes about ap-
pearance in the hope it will 
someday pay off in a political 
career, she wishes she could 
defend her tattoos using 
some of the legal precedents 
accessed by students visiting 
the Diversity Center.

“It’s not fair,” she said. 
“I would love for [personal 
appearance] to be protect-
ed, but it’s very different 
from race. It’s a choice.”   

The law of self-expression
Former U.S. Navyman 

Steve Barjonah gave his 
first tattoos while onboard 
the U.S.S. Elliot 25 years 
ago. Today, he leads a crew 
of artists at Crossroads Tat-
too shop in Coralville, where 
he inks average Joes after 
advising them on what lo-
cations on the body are most 
easily covered by shirt col-
lars or dress socks.

“I’ve tattooed people 
from pretty much the 
whole gamut of society, 
and there are actually a 
lot of white-collar people 
you would never expect the 
work they’ve had,” he said.

Everywhere from San 
Diego to Iowa City, the Na-
vy veteran said, more pro-
fessionals are taking to the 
needle, creating a cultural 
tidal wave that employers 
will soon find hard to levee.

“I honestly think in this 
country if they could prove 
they were fired because they 
were discriminated for a tat-
too or piercing, they have a 
legal leg to stand on,” Bar-
jonah said. “It goes with the 
freedom of expression this 
country really holds to.”

But does the law support 
such assertions? Lyombe 

Eko, a University of Iowa 
associate professor special-
izing in comparative me-
dia law and ethics, said the 
First Amendment grants 
individuals the right to ex-
press themselves — but that 
doesn’t mean employers 
have to respect such choic-
es. Currently, Eko said, the 
federal government may on-
ly restrict business owners 
from discriminating against 
potential employers and cus-
tomers based on ethnicity, 
gender, and disabilities, not 
voluntary physical traits.

“You can’t change your 
race, you can’t change your 
gender, and so on,” Eko said. 
“But you can take out a pierc-
ing, you can have a tattoo re-
moved; you can even change 
your hair color. Employers 
have the right to create an 
image for their business.”

Iowa City attorney John 
Hayek agreed that no fed-
eral or state law protects an 
employee’s right to display 
tattoos or piercings at work. 
This allows employers — 
such as Hayek, because he 
hires attorneys and interns 
at the Hayek, Brown, More-
land, and Smith law firm — 
to set subjective standards 
of professionalism.

“We expect job appli-
cants to present them-

selves in a professional 
and appropriate manner,” 
Hayek said. “Appropriate 
dress and attire are a part 
of that presentation.”

Still, this doesn’t mean 
that employees and con-
sumers don’t see discrimi-
nation policies as unethical.

“I wouldn’t go [to a busi-
ness] if they didn’t let their 
employees express them-
selves,” said Megan Oesting, 
a mother and stepmother of 
four. “I do think [body mod-
ifications] state something 
about a person. If it’s well-
placed and interesting, I 
think more highly of them. 
If it’s inappropriate, like a 
tattoo of a naked woman, 
I’d be less thrilled with it. 
They’re definitely trying to 
present something about 
themselves, so I want to see 
what they’re presenting.”

Business owner Sheila 
Davisson has recognized 
such attitudes and incor-
porated them into her op-
eration of Revival, a vin-
tage clothing store on the 
Pedestrian Mall. Davisson, 
who has a nose ring, said 
a well-designed tattoo or 
classy piercing can act as 
style marker, and shoppers 
will often look up to her 
more modified “shop girls.”

“Revival is about having 

your own style,” she said. 
“The quality and the val-
ue of the work you’re going 
to get from an employee is 
about letting them feel re-
ally good about their work, 
so micromanaging those de-
tails is not productive.”

Iowa City businesses — 
specifically retail, enter-
tainment, and food services 
— seem to be inclining to-
ward Davisson’s more lax 
business model. Despite 
having written policies 
against visible body modi-
fications, shops such as Ja-
va House, Starbucks, and 
the Coral Ridge Mall Gap 
store in Coralville have 
hired managers with ex-
tensive ink and piercings.

But the businesses most af-
fected by changing body-mod-
ification trends are the ones 
facilitating them: tattoo and 
piercing parlors. During the 
past decade, the tattoo mar-
ket has exploded in the Unit-
ed States, and those shops 
are slowly evolving from 
grungy underground men’s 
clubs to diverse, profes-
sional art venues.
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TATTOO
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Matthew Cooper works on the fourth session of Nick Behne’s tattoo sleeve on May 9. Behne is a respiratory therapist and ECMO 
specialist at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, where visible tattoos are accepted. (The Daily Iowan/Emma McClatchey)

READ NEXT WEEK’S 
80 HOURS

FOR PART TWO OF WE SING 
THE BODY ECLECTIC
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