
By PAUL OSGERBY
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa President Sally 
Mason addressed the state Board of Re-
gents in a telephonic meeting Wednes-
day about the current university bud-
get, heading into the upcoming state 
funding changes.

Mason highlighted state appropria-
tions for the newly installed summer 
Hawkeye Tuition Grant and resident 
student financial aid as well as the 
new bachelor degrees the university 
will feature.

“[These programs] will certainly help 
bring in resident students,” said Mi-
chael Barron, UI assistant provost for 
enrollment management and the exec-
utive director of Admissions.

The university’s general-education 
fund currently holds around $3.5 bil-
lion, including health care, housing, 
and more, Mason said. She antici-
pates a 2.7 percent increase for fiscal 
2015, she said.

“General-education funds are the 
heart of the University of Iowa’s bud-
get,” Mason said.

In 2016, the regents will change their 
funding model from the current 35-35-
30 allocation model that it provides for 
the University of Iowa, Iowa State Uni-
versity, and the University of Northern 

Iowa, respectively.
With new funding model, 60 percent 

will be based on the enrollment of in-
state students in the regent universi-
ties, 15 for progress and retainment, 10 
percent for access, 5 percent for spon-
sored research, 5 percent weighted for 
graduate and professional students, and 

5 percent based on customized require-
ments set by the regents.

According to the UI Registrar’s 
Office, there were 11,109 full-time 
in-state undergraduate students en-
rolled in the spring 2014 semester. 
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chance of rain/T-storms.
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BLACK CANARIES
“[With filmmaking], you’re building 
a castle out of nothing.” 80 Hours.

EDITOR’S NOTE
We’ll be right back. The Daily Iowan 

will resume its regular publishing 
schedule on Aug. 25. The business 
office will be open from 9 a.m. until 
noon Monday through Friday during 
the break. Be sure to check dailyiowan.
com and dailyiowansports.com for 
updates until then. You can also follow 
us on Twitter at @TheDailyIowan or 
on Instagram at @daily_iowan for 
up-to-date coverage and news. 

Courthouse 
annex price 

rises
With the courthouse annex 

over budget, officials are 
looking for ways to cut 

some costs.
By TING XUAN TAN
tingxuan-tan@uiowa.edu

After introducing a new design 
for the Johnson County Court-
house annex, officials have seen a 
price increase.

On Wednesday, Neumann Monson 
Architects and Venture Architects 
revealed the new design of the court-
house annex after a series of public 
hearings and comment sessions. 

The current annex had an increase 
of about $3.4 million, from $30.8 mil-
lion to $34.2 million. 

Besides the budget, the estimated 
area has also increased from 72,039 
to 74,323 square feet.

Officials have yet to decide on a 
courthouse annex plan for the Nov. 
4 ballot, and they have a little over 
two weeks to complete the ballot 
language.

One of the reasons for the cost in-
crease is because of a change in lo-
cation. The original annex was to be 
located on Harrison Street; the plans 
now have moved it to the west side of 
the courthouse.

After taking into consideration 
the public’s strong views on honor-
ing the existing courthouse, to be 
pedestrian-friendly, and to keep a 
clear view of the courthouse, the 
architects have designed a building 
with two levels, a basement and 
an atrium with a grand staircase 
passing through the middle with a 
clear view of the courthouse.

The floor plan is to have six court-
rooms, offices for judges on both 
levels, a sally port area that would 
allow inmates to enter the building 
securely and a park-like roof for the 
public to enjoy.

In addition to that, there will be a 
small basement for courthouse stor-
age, as well as two holding cells. 

“Just to be clear, this [basement] 
has a 10-foot interior,” said Kim Mc-
Donald, the principal architect from 
Neumann Monson Architects. “It will 
never be used as a jail.”

The new building will be expand-
able if new programs or more court-
room space is needed.

“I just haven’t heard anyone really 
against this project except for, ‘Dang 
it’s expensive,’ ” Johnson County Su-
pervisor Terrence Neuzil said. “But 
that’s the problem with every build-
ing in this whole world.”

He said the high cost of the build-
ing is associated with what it would 
take for a building that would ad-
dress current and future needs. How-
ever, he thinks that the new estimate 
is too much of an increase.

The west annex would require a 
switch to concrete frame, which will 

SEE ANNEX, 3A

UI touts new programs

UI student Jamie Klepper studies on Dec. 11, 2012. This summer, 270 students participated in the Hawkeye Tuition Grant, and that 
number is expected to grow to 1,000. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

SEE BUDGET, 3A

Bardot means 
something different

Signature drinks sit in front of the Brigitte Bardot portrait at Bardot on Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Starting this fall, students will have one more bar just outside the downtown area.
By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

South Gilbert Street has a new 
player in town.

Bardot, 347 S. Gilbert St., will hold 
a grand opening in September after 
nearly six months of renovations. 

Owners Yiannis Assimakopoulos 
and Jackson Zapata bought Players, 
which formerly occupied the spot, in 
February.

The bar-and-grill combo closed in March.
“They have a valid liquor license,” 

City Clerk Marian Karr said. “They 
are viewed as the same owners doing 
the same type of business.”

Players announced in June that a 
new location will open up, according 
to the bar’s twitter account.

Named after the “timeless” icon 
Brigitte Bardot, Assimakopoulos and 
Zapata said the newly refurbished 
bar will showcase a new scene for stu-

dents to stop by and experience.
“We’re from the Caribbean, so our 

specialties are Caribbean drinks and 
all of the tropical things you don’t get 
to try very often around here,” Assi-
makopoulos said. 

With a cement bar top and steel 
pipes, the bar features an industri-
al look, which the 28-year-old said 
is not only modern and aesthetically 

SEE BARDOT, 3A
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By PAUL OSGERBY
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

State officials have made 
their first step to save mon-
ey through the state Board 
of Regents’ efficiency study.

The regents unani-
mously passed a motion 
on Wednesday to begin a 
new cost-savings measure 
that could help the state 
between $16 million and 
$40 million over the next 
several months

The implementation is set 
to take place immediately.

“It’s using collective 
purchasing power to lower 
costs and get the best ser-
vices,” said Regents’ Presi-
dent Bruce Rastetter.

The measure is set to 
take place in three waves, 
beginning this month.

In the first sourcing 
wave, which will last 
about six months, the 
program will focus on 
university spending, such 
as lab and office supplies, 

temporary labor, and food. 
The next two waves are 
set to occur at the begin-
ning and end of 2015.

Previously, the three 
regent universities op-
erated separately with 
their contracts; this new 
program will bring the 
entities together in pur-
chasing agreements.

These steps are con-
tracted through Deloitte 
Consulting to seek more 
efficient costs across the 
three regent universities.

Deloitte began review-
ing the universities earli-
er this year. In June, the 
company released a report 
from the first phase of the 
study, which incorporated 
eight categories Deloitte 
will continue to review.

Rick Ferraro, a De-
loitte consultant, said 
the initiative is to work 
collaboratively with Io-
wa universities to be 
more effective and effi-
cient with spending.

Regent Subhash Sahai 
expressed concern about 
the wide range of project-
ed savings, but Deloitte 
consultants said that as 
time moves forward, the 
estimates will narrow.

More accurate esti-
mates cannot be deter-
mined until vendors are 
identified and contracted 
into the agreement.

Rastetter said a conserva-
tive estimate after three years 
of implementation hovers in 
the region of $22.2 million.

Currently, regent uni-
versities are spending 
somewhere around $900 
million total, meaning that 
this procurement program 
could save between 2 and 
4 percent. Rastetter said.

In the Deloitte report 
presented at the meeting, 
the University of Iowa 
is estimated to save ap-
proximately $2.5 million 
in category sourcing with 
a 10-year cumulative 
amount of approximate-

ly $135 million is savings 
through the program.

The report also stated con-
cerns with the responsive-
ness of potential vendors as 
well as the critical level of 
scrutiny in managing chang-
es to the plan and imple-
menting new suppliers.

Consultants from De-
loitte said the program 
will allow easier cross-uni-
versity analysis for future 
expense categorization.

Deloitte has a good rep-
utation with transparency, 
Rastetter said, and he said 
the firm is receptive to 
sharing receipts publicly.

Regent Larry McK-
ibbon said he supports 
Deloitte’s practices.

After the motion was 
approved, the next steps 
are to align the stake-
holders with purchase 
categories and then 
search for vendors.

“We feel ripe and ready 
to move forward with 
this,” Ferraro said.

Regents seek to shave costs
The state Board of Regents is exploring alternative cost-savings programs.

By QUENTIN MISIAG 
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

Nearly 30 conservative 
activists from across the 
United States will converge 
on central Iowa this week-
end, advocating for issues 
focusing on “family values” 
at the third-annual Family 
Leadership Summit. 

In all, nearly 1,500 state 
conservatives are expected 
to stand alongside party 
leaders, some of whom have 
been eyed as potential 2016 
presidential hopefuls, an 
organizer told The Daily Io-
wan on Wednesday. 

A number of the con-
firmed GOP leaders —

Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal, Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry, former Pennsylva-
nia Sen. Rick Santorum, 
and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz 
— have trudged across the 
state’s presidential testing 
grounds over the past year 
to endorse state Republi-
can candidates. 

Others, such as Martin 
Luther King’s niece, Alve-
da King, and former HGTV 
hosts Jason and David Ben-
ham, will be new to many of 
the state’s residents. 

“We’ve got one of the 
best lineups of speakers 
that’s available in Iowa,” 
said David Barnett, the 
communications director 

for the Family Leader, the 
social conservative politi-
cal organization behind the 
summit. “There are a lot of 
different dynamics and dif-
ferent issues bound up in 
the conservative ideal, and 
there will be all sorts of dif-
ferent facets represented.”

For 2014, the Family 
Leader partnered with the 
Family Research Council 
Action and Citizens Unit-
ed to host the summit. 

Many of the state’s Re-
publicans, including Gov. 
Terry Branstad, Lt. Gov. 
Kim Reynolds, Rep. Steve 
King, Republican Senate 
candidate Joni Ernst, and 
Christian conservative 

leader Bob Vander Plaats, 
are set to take to Stephens 
Auditorium on the Iowa 
State University campus 
beginning at 10 a.m. 

As of 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
1,300 tickets had been 
purchased for the event, 
which will feature almost 
double the number of 
speakers as in 2013, Bar-
nett said. Last year, 1,500 
guests turned out, besting 
the 900-person inaugural 
summit that was held in 
Des Moines in 2012. 

Last year, American 
business magnate and TV 
personality Donald Trump 
joined Cruz and Santorum 
in the 18-speaker lineup.

Conservatives flock to Ames
Ethics and Politics Initiative: The third-annual Family Leadership Summit will convene this weekend.

METRO

REPAST TIME

UI graduate student Stacey Howes sits at Mondo’s Saloon with visiting friends Katie Storey and Ali Brown on Wednesday. Mondo’s features karaoke on Friday at 10 p.m. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Hamburg reopening 
soon

Local residents have to only wait a couple 
of more days to eat at a North Side classic.

Hamburg Inn No. 2 will “hopefully be 
open on Monday,” owner Dave Panther said.

Last week, Panther tentatively 
scheduled the establishment to 
reopen this week. However, he said he 
plans to meet with his staff on Thurs-
day, and on Friday a health inspector is 
expected to check out the restaurant. 

The restaurant is nearing 
completion of more than $100,000 
worth of renovations.

In mid-May, a fire broke out in 
the basement of the restaurant, 
caused by a spontaneous ignition of 
rags and laundry.

The opening date for the historic 
establishment has been set back sev-
eral times this past summer because 
of repairs being made on equipment.

— by Rebecca Morin

Man faces meth 
charges

Authorities have accused a North Liberty 
man of partaking in producing meth.

Clinton Lake, 32, was charged 
April 1 with possession of lithium and 
possession of pseudoephedrine.

According to North Liberty police 
complaint, members of the Johnson 
County Drug Task Force served a 
search warrant at 1257 Slothower 
Ave. in Iowa City in April.

Methamphetamine labs and 
precursor materials were repor t-
edly located and fingerprinted. 
Lake’s fingerprints were found on 
a precursor item, and a witness 
identified him at being at the 
residence during manufacture, 
the complaint said.

Possession of lithium is a Class-D 
felony. Possession of pseudoephed-
rine is a Class-D felony.

— by Rebecca Morin

GET THE NEWS AS IT HAPPENS, FOLLOW 
@THEDAILYIOWAN ON TWITTER



pleasing but easy to keep 
clean.

“We saw that the city 
was missing something, 
and we’re trying to fill 
that gap,” Assimakopou-
los said. “It will be a nice 
addition to the city be-
cause everyone already 
has a place where they 
go and hang out, and this 
is going to be something 

different, and people are 
probably going to like it.”

The two owners said 
many of their furnish-
ings were from recycled 
goods.

While driving down Io-
wa back roads this past 
summer, Assimakopou-
los and Zapata said they 
saw a man taking down 
an old farm who was go-
ing to throw away the 
wood.

Instead, the two Ven-
ezuelans bought the 
100-year-old wood, and 

have since made tables 
and booths out of it.

The bar has also used 
recycled Hawaiian air-
line seats.

“It’s going to be very 

different from what’s 
around town; it has a 
different style,” Assima-
kopoulos said. “You get 
the feeling that you’re 

traveling without really 
traveling. You get to have 
drinks that you would 
have to fly somewhere 
else to get a drink.”

Renovations for Bar-

dot cost about $500,000.
Both owners said they 

have kept many details 
of the new renovations a 
secret because they hope 

once it opens students 
will be able to come the 
restaurant and judge it 
themselves. 

Assimakopoulos said 
he hopes instead of stu-
dents spending their $2 
at a bar downtown, that 
they would spend their 
$2 at Bardot instead.

“We have a show when 
we give a shot, so it’s not 
like we’re just giving 
you a shot, so we have a 
different show,” Zapata 
said. “Something fun and 
cool for students.” 

At the end of next 
week, the Venezuela na-
tives hope to hold a soft 
opening for families, 
friends, and people who 
helped invest in the bar.

In September, the two 
will hold a grand open-
ing, which will feature 
an electronic violinist 
from Miami.

“We wanted all the 
students to be here and 
have them get an idea 
of the place and have 
heard about it first,” 
Zapata said.
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cost more than the original 
structure chosen for the 
Harrison Street location.

“We are not in a cash 
position right now with 
commercial property tax 
hold back that I see us 
able to make a huge down 
payment here,” Supervisor 
Janelle Rettig said.

McDonald said that they 
have been looking for ways 
to decrease the approximate 
cost, and it would be possi-
ble to reduce the estimate 
by about $1.5 million if the 
pedestrian roof is scaled 
back to a smaller area and 
the atrium is shrunk.

“Speaking as a worker 
in the building, I think the 
conceptual rendering is 
really excellent and much 
superior to the Harrison 
Street alternative,” said 
6th District Judge Doug 
Russell. “If the construc-

tion of this project is 
more than the other, it is 
justified by the changes 

that have been made, and 
I think the public would 
approve of.”

ANNEX
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

That number is down 
almost 10 percent from 
five years ago.

Last fall, the university 
had 10,420 resident stu-
dents, while Iowa State 
University had 18,900 
and the University of 
Northern Iowa had 9,411.

Barron said upcoming 
fall enrollment saw an 
increase in resident stu-

dents somewhere around 
5 percent.

However, the new fund-
ing model puts the uni-
versity at a considerable 
disadvantage to the other 
regent universities.

Mason said state ap-
propriations are vital 
for funding the $2.8 mil-
lion in financial aid for 
in-state students at the 
university.

Beginning this past 
summer, the university 
implemented its first-ev-
er tuition-free summer 

for the undergraduate 
class of 2017.

Eligible in-state stu-
dents could take advan-
tage of up to 12 free cred-
it hours of classes, and 
out-of-state students who 
are also eligible could 
register for more than 
four semester hours at 
the price of resident sum-
mer tuition.

The program is geared 
to help students retain 
their four-year gradua-
tion plans, Mason said, 
and is successful because 

of state appropriations, 
leading to higher student 
success in their four-year 
graduation plans.

“It shows our commit-
ment to student success 
and allows students to 
keep on track to gradua-
tion,” Barron said.

This summer, 270 stu-
dents participated in the 
Hawkeye Tuition Grant. 
Mason said she antici-
pates more than 1,000 
students enrolled next 
summer as more become 
aware of its existence.

No other state school im-
plements such a program.

“Anecdotally, parents 
and students are im-
pressed by the program,” 
Barron said.

One key development 
Mason cited to the re-
gents Wednesday is the 
entrepreneurial educa-
tion that has been offered 
through the Tippie Col-
lege of Business.

“We’re seeing tremen-
dous interest in these 
certificates,” she said.

Regent Katie Mulhol-

land recommended the 
program to become a 
new Bachelor of Arts in 
enterprise leadership 
for the UI as well as a 
Bachelor of Science in 
biomedical science.

The motion was unani-
mously approved.

These degrees, in 
addition with the tui-
tion-free summer, come 
at a time where the uni-
versity seeks to bring in 
more resident students 
because of the new fund-
ing model.

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Beer taps line the bar in front of the Brigitte Bardot portrait at new bar Bardot on Wednesday. Bardot’s grand opening is scheduled for 
September. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Co-owner Yiannis Assimaropoulos pours a drink at his new bar, Bardot, on Wednesday. Bardot uses fresh ingredients in its drinks. 
(The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

BARDOT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

‘We saw that the city was missing something, and 
we’re trying to fill that gap.’

- Yiannis Assimakopoulos, owner



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

Do you love music? 
Are you a die-hard fan of 
any certain performer, or 
band? Well, I have some 
advice for you: Don’t be 
tempted by all the hype 
and allure of music festi-
vals like Lollapalooza and 
buy extremely overpriced 
tickets to see your favor-
ite artist(s) there.

This summer, I decid-
ed to attend the annual 
music festival in Grant 
Park. I was super excited 
to see many artists on the 
lineup — some whose mu-
sic I’ve loved since I was a 
freshman in high school, 
when great music wasn’t 
mainstream. However, 
when I got to the festival, 
I realized that it wasn’t 
what I signed up for. To 
be honest, I had a feeling 
that something was amiss 
when I was walking to 
the venue and saw a 
tall, young man who was 
wearing a tank top and 
basketball shorts and who 
looked no more than 20 
years old, sporting a Na-
tive American headdress.

And he wasn’t alone. 
There were hundreds 

of people at the festival 
wearing not only those 
headdresses, but also 
bindis — a decorative 
mark worn in the middle 
of the forehead, usually 
by Hindu women, for reli-
gious reasons. It was kind 
of sickening to see the 
multitude of unapologetic 
children and adults alike 
ignorantly appropriating 
significant elements of 
other people’s cultures 
simply to “look cool.”

Speaking of looking cool 
— out of the approximat-
ed 300,000 people who 
attended Lollapalooza 
this year, it seemed like 
at least half of the people 
there just went to the 
festival because of how 
overhyped it is. I really 
wonder how many people 
attended either because 
they knew and loved the 
artists performing or just 
because they love music 

and wanted to discover 
some new sounds. 

I remember one par-
ticular instance during 
Calvin Harris’s set when 
the crowd was pretty 
much dead, which was 
surprising given how 
pumped they were a few 
seconds before. Harris 
had just started playing 
the intro to “Flashback,” a 
song from his ’09 album, 
Ready for the Weekend. 
I absolutely love that 
album, so naturally I was 
singing and dancing away, 
but then I heard someone 
behind me ask, “What the 
f*** is he playing?” I was 
appalled. 

But what can you 
expect? The festival 
was crowded by angsty 
14-year-olds who think 
it’s OK to grind to Broken 
Bells and the kind of 
people who hit the bars 
every weekend at Iowa 
who were jacked up on 
all sorts of drugs and 
didn’t know or care what 
they were listening to 
— they just wanted to 
get “turnt up.” In fact, 
on the very first day, I 
saw a girl being carried 
to an ambulance on a 
stretcher. Apparently, 
she OD-ed and broke 
something, but there she 
was on the stretcher, 
continuing her dance all 
the way to the ER.

It probably sounds 
crazy, but it’s true. 
I understand why it 
would be hard for some 
people to believe these 
things happen at Lol-
lapalooza, though. The 
festival is so extremely 
glamorized by the me-
dia that fans couldn’t 
possibly know the true 
nature of the event 
until they have a costly, 
firsthand experience. 

In the words of the an-
noying 13-year-old who 
proclaimed to me when 
I told her friend she 
wasn’t going to cut me in 
line at the Calvin Harris 
concert, “Music festivals 
are supposed to be a 
happy place. Why can’t 
we all just be happy?” 
I wish it were true, but 
Lollapalooza is definite-
ly not what it used to 
be years ago — a place 
where music-lovers could 
go to get a music-high, 
not a contact one.
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As reported in The Daily Iowan on 
Wednesday, Congress has proposed — 
with bipartisan approval — new pen-

alties for U.S. colleges and universities that do 
not take appropriate steps to handle issues of 
sexual assault and misconduct on their campus-
es. The proposed bill, the Campus Accountabil-
ity and Safety Act, includes expensive fines for 
campuses that do not meet minimal regulatory 
standards. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, is a pro-
ponent of the bill, and the UI claims that it is on 
track, citing its Six Point Plan to Combat Sexual 
Assault. The Editorial Board agrees that the UI 
has taken important first measures to combat 
sexual misconduct, but we urge the university 
to shoot for a standard well past the minimal re-
quirements laid out by the proposed bill. 

Last year was an especially messy time for the 
UI as the number of reports rose drastically and 
some public-relations moves regarding the prob-
lem flopped, leading to firmer action. The six-point 
plan — laid out on the Office of the UI President 
website, markssix steps regarding cracking down 
on offenders, increasing support for survivors, and 
adding funding, among others. There are even 
circular graphics indicating the progress of each 
step, though they seem a little problematic.  

Accepting a certain level of progress — some-
how objectively measured to be reflected in a 
graphic — isn’t the kind of methodology that 
shows an eagerness to tackle the problem of 
sexual assault on campus. To be perfectly clear, 
it is a solid start, and the plan seems to cover 
all the bases pretty well, but without being able 

to record tangible proof (say, from the results of 
the coming school year), progress isn’t yet some-
thing to be measured. 

The university is ahead of the curve — 
Grant Laverty, the chairman of the UI Pres-
ident Mason’s Student Advisory Committee 
says so, and we agree — but with such a sen-
sitive issue, it’s never time to slow down. We 
take issue with a few of the plan’s points, such 
as explaining that offenders will be expelled 
in the “most severe cases,” adding subjective 
confusion to the seemingly objective premise 
of the plan, a subjective confusion that could 
be better, more thoroughly explained.  

The bill, perhaps, will not be voted on until 
next year; Congress is in recess for the rest of 
the summer, and there’s a short fall session 
in the works — apparently too short to pass a 
much-needed bill that could potentially protect 
thousands of young adults. During this break, 
we encourage the UI to take an even more active 
approach on handling cases of sexual assault. 
Set the bar. Pull out the stops. Spend even more 
money, and get absolutely everybody trained. 
Have an open, honest approach to the problem. 
There are a lot of cuckoos out there, No. 2 party 
school or not, who should receive swift repre-
hension and punishment. 

Obviously, such a sensitive issue will require 
thoughtful action, something Congress seems to 
want but is too busy vacationing to make hap-
pen in the near future. The university should fill 
that void, going even further beyond proposed 
regulations, even before they happen.
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We’ve been graced by 
— or lucked out on re-
ceiving — a relatively 
cool summer, but the 
hot air and smog of dis-
gusting state politics 
has made things feel 
plenty stuffy. We’ve seen 
worthless remarks over 
a wannabe senator’s 
ability to castrate pigs. 
Her opponent claims to 
not like farmers. Appar-
ently he thinks a law 
degree would somehow 
be more worthwhile 
when deciphering pro-
posed laws in Washing-
ton. How dare he? Who 
knew hidden cameras 
captured so much trea-
sonous activity?

A governor’s hidden 
payouts became the stuff 
of scandal … at least we 
remembered so for a few 
months before his people 
created a fake website to 
slam his gubernatorial 
opponent — who’s re-
mained no louder than 
a jack rabbit about any-
thing, really — before 
said proponents threw 
a spazoid fit over the 
importance of buying 
domain names on the 
Internet. According to 
the polls, we’ve forgot-
ten that, too. Then again, 
much of the state is still 
learning that the Inter-
net can go faster without 
the dial-up tone. 

And let’s not forget 
the presidential hopefuls 
making their visits, tying 
their ties extra tight to 
keep from belching neg-
ativity about their own 
track records, informa-
tion that’s about as frus-
trating as a gridlocked 
traffic jam in New Jersey. 

Out-of-staters have 
more to laugh about 
than Iowa’s flat land-
scape, corn, and the fact 
that we’re often mistak-
en for Idaho. The state’s 
become a meat grinder 
for embarrassing cam-
paign strategies. We nev-
er fail to give late-night 
TV something to babble 
about. No, we don’t grow 
very many potatoes, 
but maybe you’d like to 
try this bratwurst. Our 
swine are delicious. 

Hollywood could make 
a comedic movie about 
our politics. In a state 
with a population that’s 
half the size of Long Is-
land — but with an area 
about 40 times larger — 
we’ve seen adults shame-
lessly saying whatever 
they can, reduced to 
desperately waving their 
hands, Ooo-Ooo-ing like 
a classroom of children 
when the teacher offers 
a bite-sized Snickers for 
the right answer. Maybe 

the film could feature a 
scene where a political 
candidate gives a cam-
paign speech to a field of 
corn. It’s only a matter of 
time before someone ac-
tually tries it.  

But it doesn’t matter, 
because these people 
will get votes. They’re 
all we’ve got. It’ll soon 
be fall, and we have to 
vote for someone. Lis-
ten faithfully to polit-
ical commercial with 
shocking evidence. Vote 
for someone based on 
widely encompassing 
but poorly defined ide-
als. Vote for someone 
whose publicized char-
acter will change colors 
in office, falling from 
the heights to the dirt 
of greed and immorali-
ty, decaying into mulch 
among the maggots to 
help the next batch of 
crooked trees grow tall. 
It’s the natural cycle. 
The leaves will change 
colors soon enough. 

Summer of this content

Adam Gromotka
adam-gromotka@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

CARTOON

For more news, visit www.dailyiowan.com
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California are typically 
hotbeds for the sport, but 
a lot of great swimmers 
come out of the Midwest 
as well.”

Texas hosted the 
championships last sea-
son, marking the sixth 
time in the last 20 years 
a site in that state has 
hosted the event. 

Other places in the 
Midwest, such as India-
napolis and Minneapo-
lis, have also frequently 
hosted the 
event over 
the course 
of the last 
20 years.

To NCAA 
champion-
ship man-
ager Mary 
Berdo, Io-
wa brings 
a breath of 
fresh air to a sport that 
has recently held its big-
gest event in many of the 
same locations year-after-
year.

“All of what Iowa has 
to offer provides a new 
experience for our stu-
dent-athletes,” Berdo 
said. “That’s the most im-
portant thing.”

Berdo, a Washington, 
Iowa, native who played 
basketball at Iowa from 
1996-2001, oversaw the 
committee but had little 
to do with the selection 
process.

Once it was determined 
the Campus Recreation & 
Wellness Center met the 
requirements for hosting, 

Iowa was one of the obvi-
ous choices to host.

“It was built recently 
and has never hosted,” 
Berdo said. “The commit-
tee loves to see that; they 
try to reward institutions 
for investing in their fa-
cilities.”

But it’s not just the ex-
ceptional facilities Iowa 
has to offer student-ath-
letes and swimming and 
diving fans, the campus 
atmosphere is also an 
attractive aspect for com-
mittee members.

“It’s compact, easy to 
get around,” Berdo said. 
“Traffic is not an issue 

like it might be in bigger 
cities, where campuses 
are spread out, and there 
is no shortage of hotels 
and restaurants.”

After a successful host-
ing of the Big Ten cham-
pionships in 2012, Iowa 
put itself on the map as 
a potential site for swim-
ming and diving events 
for years to come.

“I think this enhances 
the sport greatly by tak-
ing the NCAA brand to a 
new place,” Iowa assistant 
director of event manage-
ment Matthew Getz said.

He expects the cham-
pionships to be a success 
because of the facilities, 
campus, and the general 

hospitality of Iowans — 
which together can provide 
a memorable experience 
for athletes from around 
the country and world who 
otherwise never would 
have visited Iowa.

It also brings a level of 
competition in swimming 
and diving that Iowa has 
not seen before. Young 
aspiring swimmers and 
divers in the area will get 
a chance to see firsthand 
the best athletes the sport 
has to offer.

If all goes as planned, 
Iowa could be looking at 
a nice spot in the rota-
tion of hosts the NCAA 

tradition-
ally travels 
to for its 
swimming 
and diving 
champion-
ships.

For a 
university 
that hasn’t 
hosted and 
n a t i o n a l 

championship in any 
sport since wrestling in 
2001, it’s an opportu-
nity for leverage with 
the NCAA. The champi-
onships will take place 
from March 26-28, 2015.

“Once the NCAA sees 
how well the champi-
onships go, it gives us a 
sort of bargaining chip if 
we want to host anoth-
er championship in any 
sport,” Getz said.

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 6A

“Hopefully, he’ll contin-
ue to improve too.  That 
is one good thing about 
young players: All play-
ers have a chance to im-
prove.”

King worked primari-
ly on physicality, speed, 
and footwork during the 
off-season. He said that 
with teams such as Pitts-
burgh and Maryland on 
Iowa’s schedule, speed 

would be extremely im-
portant for him. 

But the native of De-
troit, with nearly a full 
season of starting under 
his belt, is also working 
to become more of a lead-
er on the team — which is 
good, considering Iowa’s 
defense (especially the 
secondary) has several 
holes that will likely be 
filled by younger, inexpe-
rienced players.

Other veteran players 
have noticed and have 
said that King’s lead-
ership skills add to his 

excellent résumé. 
“He’s obviously a re-

ally good player,” Iowa’s 
strong safety John Low-
dermilk said. “He feels 
more comfortable, and 
he’s out there trying to 
help the younger guys be-
cause he knows how hard 
it is, just like everybody 
else, to come in and pick 
it up, because it is really 
complex coming out of 
high school.”

Follow @dipregame 
on Twitter for news, up-
dates and analysis of the 
Iowa football team.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

‘Once the NCAA sees how well the 
championships go, it gives us a sort of 

bargaining chip if we want to host another 
championship in any sport.’

— Matthew Getz, Iowa assistant director of management

By ERIN ERICKSON
erin-erickson@uiowa.edu

Jeff Clement is a name 
that should sound familiar 
to Iowans — 18 years ago, 
in the summer of 1996, 
Clement was just a boy 
from Marshalltown com-
peting in the Little League 
World Series. It was the 
beginning of a monumen-
tal baseball career. 

After spending four 
seasons in major-league 
baseball, Clement has 
returned to Iowa, joining 
head coach Rick Heller 
and the Hawkeye base-
ball staff. 

“Jeff is going to bring 
a lot to the program,” 
Heller said. “Being a 
big-league player, he will 
have an instant credibil-
ity with the players. He 
will be a great addition 
to our staff working most-
ly with our catchers and 
help out with our hitting.” 

Clement is no strang-
er to the coaching game. 
His father, Brad Clement, 
coached the Marshall-
town High baseball team 
from 1980-1993 and is 
now a part of the Iowa 
High School Coaches Hall 

of Fame. Then there’s 
brother Mike Clement, 
who recently accepted 
the offensive coaching po-
sition at Mississippi. 

“Iowa has always 
been home for me, and 
I’m pretty excited about 
the opportunity to wear 
the black and gold,” Jeff 
Clement said. “I grew up 
being a Hawkeye fan; 
I am really looking for-
ward to this experience.”

In 2005, he was part of 
a loaded draft class that 
included some big-time 
names: Justin Upton, Alex 
Gordon, Ryan Braun, and 
Andrew McCutchen. Se-
attle selected Clement in 
the first round as the third 
overall pick following Up-
ton and Gordon.

He spent all of last sea-
son with the Rochester 
Red Wings, a Triple-A 
affiliate of the Minneso-
ta Twins. In 123 games, 
Clement hit .220 with 25 
doubles, 16 home runs, 
and 70 RBIs.

Injuries plagued him 
most of his career, and 
he appeared in just 152 
games during parts of 
four seasons with the 
Mariners and the Pitts-

burgh Pirates.
Hawkeye Josh Martsch-

ing is anxious to pick his 
brain about his experience 
overcoming his many inju-
ries. Martsching decided 
to use a medical redshirt 
last season after undergo-
ing Tommy John surgery 
in the fall. Martsching 
looks forward to Clement’s 
addition to the program. 

“Coming fresh out of 
the majors, it’s great to 
bring the big-league of-
fensive to our hitters 
this season,” Martsching 
said. “We are all looking 
to learn about his expe-
rience in the majors — 
more specifically what 
he was feeling when he 
got his first major-league 
plate appearance.”

“If you really enjoy the 
game, if you enjoy play-
ing, embrace your team-
mates and the people you 
meet,” Clement said. “It’s 
going be one of those ex-
periences looking back 
on your career whenever 
it’s over, it’s going to be a 
positive one. I know it’s 
the case for me, and hope-
fully, it will be the case for 
the [2014 Iowa draftees] 
that signed.”

Clement brings big-
league experience

The Iowa baseball team gets ready to take on Indiana in Banks Field on April 5. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

Iowa defensive back Desmond King reacts with his teammates after intercepting pass during the spring game in Kinnick Stadi-
um on April 26. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)
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USA East Coast drops 
Four Nations Cup

The USA East Coast team lost to 
Estonia, 77-65, in the Four Nations 
Cup Wednesday. Both teams finished 
with 2-1 records in round-robin play, 
but Estonia won because of a better 
point-differential.

Mike Gesell scored 14 points, 
grabbed 2 steals, and dished out 2 as-
sists. Adam Woodbury scored 5 points, 
grabbed 14 boards, and had 1 steal.

USA East Coast will play the 
Helsinki Seagulls of the Finish Pro 
League today.

— by Danny Payne

SCOREBOARD

MLB
Colorado 13, Chicago Cubs 4
Texas 3, Chicago White Sox 1
Seattle 7, Atlanta 3
Tampa Bay 7, Oakland 1
San Diego 5, Minnesota 4
NY Yankees 5, Detroit 1
Washington 7, NY Mets 1
Philadelphia 10, Houston 3
Pittsburgh 7, Miami 3
Toronto 5, Baltimore 1
Cincinnati 8, Cleveland 3
Boston 2, St. Louis 1
San Francisco 7, Milwaukee 4
Kansas City 4, Arizona 3
LA Dodgers 2, LA Angels  1

Soccer
MLS All-Stars 2, Bayern Munich 1

Amateur 
Championship to 
feature three Hawks

Men’s hoops to play 
Texas in NYC

Iowa men’s golfers Carson Shaake, 
Nate Yankovich, and Sam Meuret 
will compete in the U.S. Amateur 
Championship at the Atlantic Athletic 
Club in Johns Creek, Georgia, starting 
on Aug. 11.

The tournament is one of the most 
prestigious event for amateurs in the 
sport, and the 
top two finishers 
earn a spot 
to play in the 
Masters the 
following spring.

“This is the 
biggest amateur 
tournament 
you can play 
in,” sophomore 
Shaake said. “If I can make it into match 
play, I’m going to be tough to beat.”

He won the Waterloo Open Ama-
teur Section this summer, but for the 
Omaha native, the stakes are much 
higher for the upcoming tournament.

“My short game needs to be on 
point if I’m going to take down some 
of the top dogs at the U.S. Amateurs,” 
Shaake said.

Hawkeye sophomore Raymond 
Knoll is the first alternate for the 
championship, creating a scenario 
in which four Hawkeyes could 
potentially be playing for a shot at 
the Masters.

— by Charles Green

The Iowa men’s basketball team 
will take on Texas in the semifinals 
of the 2K Classic benefiting the 
Wounded Warrior Project on Nov. 20 
in Madison Square Garden.

The game is set to tip off at 6 p.m. 
The winner of that game will take on 
the winner of the Syracuse-California 
contest immediately following the 
Iowa game. The championship game 
is set for 6:30 p.m. Nov. 21. 

— by Danny Payne

By DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

In the wake of Iowa field-hock-
ey head coach Tracey Griesbaum 
being fired by Athletics Director 
Gary Barta on Monday, associ-
ate head coach Lisa Cellucci has 
agreed to serve as interim head 
coach of the program.

Barta announced the news 
Wednesday and also said as-
sistant coach Michael Boal has 

agreed to remain on the staff.
“The last few 

days have been 
very emotional 
for me,” Celluc-
ci said. “Tracey 
[Griesbaum] has 
been my coach, my 
mentor, and best 
friend. I love the 
field-hockey pro-
gram at the Uni-
versity of Iowa. I am a product of 

this program, this university, and 
the Iowa City community.” 

Cellucci played for Iowa and 
is the all-time saves leader with 
592 saves. The 1998 Iowa gradu-
ate will enter her 15th year as a 
member of the coaching staff.

“Lisa Cellucci is fully prepared 
to lead our field-hockey program,” 
Barta said in a release. “She is 
well respected in the field-hockey 
community, by our current stu-
dent-athletes in our field-hockey 

program, and by our former stu-
dent-athletes.  As a graduate of 
the UI and a three-time All-Amer-
ican at the UI, she is well aware 
of what is required to achieve at 
a high level at the UI, in the Big 
Ten, and nationally.” 

Cellucci has previously worked 
as the recruiting coordinator and 
director of the Iowa Field Hockey 
Camp. As an assistant coach, she 
worked primarily with goalkeep-
ers and defense.

King of the D-backs

Iowa defensive back Desmond King tackles Wisconsin running back Melvin Gordon in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 2, 2013. King had 7 tackles in the game. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

By CHARLES GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu 

When the NCAA searches for venues to 
host the men’s swimming and diving national 
championships, it considers a variety of factors. 

Among them are facilities, campus environ-
ment, and the potential to increase exposure 
to the sport.

The latter is what separates Iowa the most 
from recent hosts, as the NCAA hopes bringing 
the championships to a fresh location will lead 
to an untraditional demographic.

“We wanted to bring one of the top meets in 
the world to Mid-America,” said USC men’s 
and women’s head swimming and diving coach 
Dave Salo, a member of the NCAA swimming 
and diving committee. “Florida, Texas, and 

NCAA championships a big opportunity

Cellucci takes field-hockey reins

Iowa provides a change of pace for 
swimming and diving — a sport 
searching for exposure and a great 
student-athlete experience.

SEE SWIMMING, 5A

Iowa’s Desmond King surprised a lot of people during his true freshman season,
and he knows that will no longer be the case this year.  

By JACOB SHEYKO
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

Desmond King scanned the sidelines at 
Kinnick Stadium during the Hawkeyes’ 2013 
season-opener against Northern Illinois. De-
fensive back Jordan Lomax had just left the 
game with a hamstring injury, and somebody 
needed to step up. 

On that sideline, King looked around at his 
teammates. One of them will go in, he thought. 
Surely it wouldn’t be him, just a true fresh-
man during his first college football game. 

“I thought it was their chance to actually go 
in,” King said on Monday at Iowa’s media day. 
“Me, [Sean] Draper, and Maurice [Fleming], 
we just looked at each other. 

“And then coach [Phil] Parker looked at me 

and said, ‘Get in the game.’ I was just kind of 
stuck in the moment.” 

A year later, King enters his sophomore sea-
son as Iowa’s most experienced cornerback. 
He’s focused on building on a stellar 2013 cam-
paign, in which he became the first true fresh-
man to start in Iowa’s secondary since 2002.

The highlight of his year came in during the 
Outback Bowl on New Year’s Day. King, along 
with the rest of the unit, effectively shut down 
LSU’s top two receivers, Jarvis Landry and 
Odell Beckham Jr.

That’s no small feat, either; both Landry 
and Beckham Jr., were taken in the first two 
rounds of the 2014 NFL draft.

Iowa lost that game, 21-14, but King left an 
impressive impression on perhaps the most for-
midable receiving duo in the nation last season. 

“It just made me feel better as a person and 
as an athlete,” King said about the praise he 
received from Beckham and Landry. “Just to 
know that there are others that care about im-
proving in life and getting better in football.” 

King said that friends back home some-
times tease him on his newfound success as 
a Hawkeye. 

“They were happy for me,” he said. “And 
some would be like, ‘You’re so good; come 
check me now.’ ” 

So where does King go from here? Ask those 
around him, and the answer is up. 

“For him, as a true freshman, to walk in 
there and do what he did and perform the way 
he did, a very tough position, it’s really admi-
rable of him,” head coach Kirk Ferentz said. 

SEE FOOTBALL, 5A

The UI Campus Recreation & Wellness Center pool is seen on Tuesday. The pool will host the 2015 NCAA Swimming and Diving Championships. 
(The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

Adam Woodbury and Malcom Moore 
face off for the jump ball during Prime 
Time league playoffs on July 27 in North 
Liberty. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

Iowa guard Devyn Marble shoots a 
3 against Maryland during the NIT 
semifinals in Madison Square Garden on 
April 2, 2013, in New York City. (The Daily 
Iowan/File Photo)

Cellucci
interim head coach

Yankovich
golfer
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There are many apt terms to 
throw around when describing 
filmmaking.

One such term might be “per-
sistence of vision.” In scientific 
terms, “persistence of vision” is the 
after-image that shows up brief-
ly on your retina after you stare 
at something too bright or for too 
long. In cinema, the term is used to 
describe a willpower to fully real-
ize a filmmaker’s mental projection 
of what a particular film should be.

In layman’s terms, it’s a director 
with a specific image or scenario 
burning in her or his mind yearn-
ing to be brought to life. A director 
is like a painter — only he or she 
knows what the painting will look 
like; it is her or his job to guide the 
brush in the right direction.

Jesse Kreitzer’s brush is in 
the process of its masterstroke. 
The Iowa City-based, New En-
gland-grown filmmaker is getting 
into the thick of an Odyssean pro-
cess of creating a new, ambitious 
short film called “Black Canaries.”

A period piece, “Black Canar-
ies” will be turned in as Kreitzer’s 
M.F.A. thesis film at the Universi-
ty of Iowa. Set in 1907, the mag-
ical-realism coal-mining tale is 
loosely inspired by the story of 
his great-grandparents, who were 
British miners in Albia, Iowa. The 
story has ruminated in his mind 
for a great while.

“This film has been sitting with 
me since I drove out to Iowa,” Kreit-
zer said. “I was in the U-Haul, and 
I said I would make a coal-mining 
film as an ode to my ancestors; it’ll 
be the impetus for me to explore 
my heritage.”

Quite fittingly, then, the story is 
about a family. In the film, the pa-
triarch of the family encounters a 
rare mineral in a recently collapsed 
mine. The father discovers the min-
eral is coveted by other men and 
capitalizes on that desire by estab-
lishing a process in which one dis-
tills, liquefies, and ingests the min-
eral through her or his tear ducts.

Throughout the story, audiences 
see the father as he becomes con-
sumed by his desire to extract the 
precious material.

“Black Canaries” is scheduled to 
start shooting in November. Not on-
ly is this a demanding and person-
al project for Kreitzer, but also, be-
cause the short film will be prepared 
and assessed as a thesis film, that 
makes the process more difficult but 
not unachievable.

“It’s a thesis film, so part of it is 
producing this very ambitious proj-
ect and then also fitting it into the 
academic mode,” he said. “Which 
means, have it produced by mid-De-
cember. So it’s been very intensive 
pre-production.”

Pre-production is the stage that 
occurs before a single frame of the 
film is shot. Make no mistake, for 
any project, pre-production is an ex-
tensive process — directors budget, 
cast, story-board, build sets, etc. — a 
significant portion of what is seen on 
screen has been defined by months 
of work and research.

In order to hit that November 
starting date, Kreitzer has worked 
diligently, planning nonstop to en-
sure everything goes as planned.

“You’re building a castle out of 
nothing,” he said. “You’re creating 
the foundations from the get-go.”

He intends on working with 
non-actors and having a three- to 
four-week rehearsal with the cast to 
nail down every moment.

The filmmaker calculates his bud-
get to be around $40,000. That mon-
ey goes to hiring key crew members 
(cinematographer, production de-
signer, etc), acquiring props, location 
fees, transportation, and shooting on 
35-mm film. Before he can divvy the 
funding, the money has to be raised. 
The film has a financial sponsorship 
with Central Productions, a non-
profit that provides a tax write-off 
for the project. Jean-Paul DiSciscio, 
a board member of Central Produc-
tions, was impressed by Kreitzer 
when they met three years ago.

“It’s really rare; there are the cra-
zy artist types, and then you have 
the business-minded producer,” DiS-
cioscio said. “Jesse proved he could 
walk both those lines.”

In order to raise the money, Kreit-
zer has toured various locations, 
holding fundraisers for the film. He 
has hit Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
Boston, Newton, Massachusetts, 
and Vermont, and he’s set to hold a 
fundraiser in Iowa City this week-
end. It’s a private event in which 
Kreitzer will screen a few of his 
short films, as well as a 13-minute 
story-board animatic for “Black Ca-
naries,” with hopes of drumming up 
more funding.

One challenging aspect to the 
planning element is Kreitzer’s insis-
tence that the film rely on as little 
dialogue as possible.

“Telling a story through dialogue 
is easy,” he said. “The real challenge 
is figuring out how to communicate 
visually.”

His initial planning for the film 
was primal, purely visual.

“It starts with the image and 
what is it telling me,” he said. “Is 
this an image that services the film 
and how does it function in the 
larger story? A lot of times, it’s jig-
saw work.”

Indeed, there’s something of a 
mirror image when it comes to the 
film’s story in regard to filmmaking.

“There is something in this sto-
ry that functions as a metaphor for 
the creative process,” Kreitzer said. 
“I know that trudging down in the 
depths, whatever he extracts, what-
ever it is, it’s keeping him there, he 
keeps coming back to it. Whether it’s 
healthy or not, there’s something in 
that, the spark that keeps you going. 
Despite how cyclically it may not be 
serving you, there’s something in 
that that keeps the drive.”

Michel Moyse is Kreitzer’s mentor. 
When Kreitzer was 16, he enrolled 
in Moyse’s filmmaking class in Brat-
tleboro, Vermont. The instructor 
believes filmmaking success comes 
from numerous traits.

“You have to be serious in the 
profession, and work hard at it, 
and have a little bit of luck,” Moyse 
said. “But  you must also have a per-
sistence of vision and the ability to 
make connections. I think Jesse has 
the whole package. I’m very proud of 
what he does.”

The purest images burn in our 
minds for days, months, lifetimes. It 
is Kreitzer’s mission to craft a sto-
ry that serves that purpose, hoping 
for “Black Canaries” to become a 
smashing cinematic success. Iowa 
City residents will find out at the 
rough-cut screening in December.

By NATHANIEL ALDER
nathaniel.alder@loop.colum.edu

Sketches by Jesse Kreitzer



weekend events
Today 8.7

Friday 8.8

Saturday 8.9

Sunday 8.10

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
Turtle crime fighters Leonardo, 
Michelangelo, Donatello, and Raphael 
work to defeat their arch nemesis 
Shredder and the Foot Clan. The 
evil group has taken over New York 
City, making the future seem bleak. 
As the four brothers climb from the 
sewers below the city, they discover 
their talents and ability to serve the 
greater good. Teaming up with a local 
reporter and cameraman, they aim 
to defeat Shredder and save New 
York City. 

Into the Storm
A seemingly unbelievable number 
of tornadoes hit Silverton in a single 
day, putting the entire town in the 
grip of the chaotic, deadly storms. 
Things seem even more desperate 
when storm trackers predict what 
has come is only the beginning — 
worse storms are on the horizon. The 
character of individuals are revealed 
as everyone runs either toward or 
away from the storms. 

FILMSCENE

The Hundred-Foot Journey
Based on the novel by Richard C. 
Morais, The Hundred-Foot Journey 
follows Hassan Kadam. alone with 
his family, as they are displaced from 
India, where they have always lived. 
Moving to France, they open their 
own restaurant. However, things are 
not easy because the owner of the 
French restaurant across the street 
(Helen Mirren) discovers their plans 
and decides to make things a bit 
more difficult for them.
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We’re a little over halfway through the year, so our film 
critic takes a look at the top 10 films of the year so far.

By MATTHEW BYRD
matthew-e-byrd@uiowa.edu

1. Boyhood  
Richard Linklater, the 

laid-back, exceedingly 
Texan director of cult-hits 
such as Dazed and Con-
fused and Slacker, has 
spoken often of Martin 
Scorsese’s magnum opus 
Raging Bull as the film 
that changed his life, the 
one that acted as a cat-
alyst for expressing his 
creativity. Linklater has 
made his Raging Bull, the 
film he will be ultimately 
be remembered for, the 
one that will act as a cat-
alyst for countless other 
young directors and their 
films. Shot sporadical-
ly over a 12-year period, 
Boyhood tracks the life of 
a young Texan boy named 
Mason (Ellar Coltrane), 
and the friends and family 
around him from the ages 
of 6 to 18. It is, at once, a 
fascinating time capsule 
of the 2000s, a beautifully 
shapeless tracking of the 
maturation of family, and 
an examination of the ex-
periences that make up 
our character. Boyhood is a 
masterpiece, and if it’s not 
my top film of 2014 when 
December rolls around, 
whatever is will be some-
thing truly revolutionary. I 
doubt it. 

2. The LEGO Movie 
The plot is bonkers. Em-

met (Chris Pratt), a bor-
ingly normal LEGO figu-
rine construction worker, 
becomes embroiled in a 
plot to overthrow the sin-
ister corporatist tyrant of 
LEGO land, Lord Busi-
ness (Will Ferrell) and 
his menacing lackey Bad 
Cop (Liam Neeson), along-
side Wyldstyle (Elizabeth 
Banks), Lord Virtuvius 
(Morgan Freeman), and 
Batman (Will Arnett). At 
once a beautifully ani-
mated, devilishly funny 
adventure film and also 
an ingeniously construct-
ed send-up of consumer-
ism, “destiny” archetypes, 
and the idea of “special” 
people, The LEGO Mov-
ie is the best animated 
film of the decade so far 
and has to be considered 
a frontrunner for a Best 
Animated Picture Oscar. 
I walked into this film ex-
pecting the usual lazily as-
sembled, cringe-inducing 
drivel to be shoveled into 
the trough in front of me. 
I came out believing that 
directors Phil Lord and 
Christopher Miller (22 
Jump Street, Cloudy with 
a Chance of Meatballs) 
were geniuses. 

3. Snowpiercer 
I predicted how South 

Korean director Bong Joon 
Ho’s first English-lan-
guage film would end 
around five to six times. 
Each subsequent attempt 
ended up more inaccurate 
than the last. Set aboard a 
train carrying the last ves-
tiges of a humanity rav-
aged by climate change, 
starkly divided between 
a ruinously poor rear and 
Hunger Games-esque rich 

front, Snowpiercer’s por-
trayal of a class revolt (led 
by Captain America him-
self, Chris Evans) is part 
poignant sociopolitical 
commentary and part ex-
hilarating (and wondrous-
ly violent) action film. 
Rounded out with a top-
flight cast including Song 
Kang-Ho, Go Ah-sung, 
John Hurt, Tilda Swinton, 
Ed Harris, and Octavia 
Spencer performing at the 
peak of their craft, Snow-
piercer is one of the most 
daring, most entertain-
ing, and most surprising 
moves to arrive in recent 
memory. 

4. Obvious Child  
In its own way, Gillian 

Robespierre’s Obvious 
Child is a quiet revolu-
tion. Robespierre takes 
on the über-taboo topic of 
abortion with a mixture 
of restrained, anti-lyrical 
dialogue, a cold Brooklyn 
winter filled with warm 
performances by (the bril-
liant) Jenny Slate, Jake 
Lacy, Gaby Hoffman, and 
Gabe Liebman, gentle yet 
riotous humor, and a re-
fusal to be anything but 
honest about the world 
and situations it burrows 
itself into. Films that tack-
le “edgy” topics will some-
times fall into the trap 
of infecting the material 
with enough seriousness, 
melodrama, and artificial 
importance to bring on a 
case of cinematic gout. Ob-
vious Child sidesteps all of 
this to produce a work that 
earns every bit of praise 
bestowed upon it. 

5. Dawn of the Planet of the 
Apes 

A meditation on the 
human propensity for con-
flict and the fluid nature 
of political decision mak-
ing that just happens to 
have talking apes riding 
on horseback while shoot-
ing machine guns into the 
air. Dawn of the Planet of 
the Apes is certainly the 
smartest and possibly the 
best blockbuster of this, or 
for that matter any, sum-
mer so far. And it should 
be noted that it would be 
a shame on the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences if Andy Serkis 
does not receive an Oscar 
nomination for his tre-
mendous performance as 
Caesar, the profound and 
magnetic leader of the 
apes who hopes for peace 
between his kind and 
humans but knows that 
there is little he can do to 
stop the inevitable. 

6. Under the Skin 
As cold and unwelcom-

ing as the Scottish land-
scape it inhabits, Jonathan 
Glazer’s Under the Skin 
may not be the best film of 
the year, but it is certainly 
one of the most unsettling. 
Tracking Scarlett Johans-
son as an alien tasked by 
unexplained extraterres-
trial handlers with luring 
men with the promise of 
sexual fulfillment only to 
provide them with a fate 
best described as ghastly. 
An expertly shot, eerily 
atmospheric exploration of 
the relationship between 
“the other” and the rest of 
society, Under the Skin al-
so contains one of the best 
shots of the year so far. I 
won’t give it away, but it 
involves a motorcycle, a 

broken car window, and 
an escapee. When you see 
it, you’ll wonder why you 
hadn’t heard of Jonathan 
Glazer prior to this film. 

7. Life Itself 
Half journey through 

the career of Roger Ebert, 
the country’s most well-
known and possibly best 
film critic, by one of the 
country’s best documen-
tarian’s (Hoop Dreams’ 
Steve James), half pain-
fully intimate view into 
Ebert’s final march to-
wards death, Life Itself left 
me both in awe of Ebert’s 
prowess for life and writ-
ing and terribly sad with 
the knowledge that the 
world is much poorer with-
out his words appearing on 
my computer screen every 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

8. A Field in England 
 Essentially a massive 

acid trip disguised as a 
surreal display of a small 
episode in the middle of 
the English Civil War, di-
rector Ben Wheatley and 
screenwriter Amy Jump 
have stitched together 
ribald and erudite dia-
logue with a psychedelic 
visual aesthetic. A Field in 
England manages to con-
vey the pointlessness and 
soul-crushing blackness 
of early modern Europe-
an warfare with more tact 
and entertainment than 
a thousand Elizabethan 
costume dramas. Michael 
Smiley as an Irishman 
who may or may not be 
connected to Lucifer him-
self is worth the price of 
admission alone. 

9. Nymphomaniac Parts 
I and II 

I don’t think this will 
be on my list at the end 
of the year, and I wouldn’t 
even necessarily classify it 
as good. I left the theater 
incredibly frustrated at 
director Lars Von Trier’s 
(whose default position 
would seem to be with his 
middle finger up to the au-
dience) sex epic. The last 
30 seconds are horrible, 
the dialogue can be stilted, 
and it’s four hours long. 
But a film that manages to 
string together hard-core 
sex scenes, classical mu-
sic, extrapolations on the 
differences between Ca-
tholicism and the Eastern 
Orthodox churches, and 
mob shakedowns while 
always being entertaining 
and briefly managing to be 
affecting, a film you ought 
to see. 

10. 22 Jump Street
The second film on this 

list from Phil Lord and 
Christopher Miller, 22 
Jump Street, like The LE-
GO Movie, is a brilliant 
send-up of action films, 
Hollywood sequel cul-
ture, and the homoerot-
icism at the heart of the 
straight white male bud-
dy-cop dynamic. While 
not as great as its prede-
cessor, 22 Jump Street’s 
well-executed action 
scenes, hundred-a-min-
ute jokes pace, and ter-
rific performances from 
Channing Tatum, Jonah 
Hill, and even Ice Cube 
make this a refreshing 
alternative to the bland 
action films that audienc-
es have been expected to 
gobble up over the past 
decade or so. 

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Havana Slinger 
As summer break draws to a close, 
I want my drink to transport me to 
the tropical vacation I never had. 
As soon as I spotted a cocktail 
featuring two styles of rum on the 
drink menu of the Clinton Street 
Social Club, S. Clinton St., I knew I’d 
found my Last Hurrah. This Caribbe-
an-style concoction contains light 
and dark rum, orange and lemon 
juice, and ginger ale, garnished 
with lemon peel. The aroma alone 
conjured images of sand and sun.

Taste: While I can picture the Havana 
Slinger being served on a Gulf coast 
beach, a Bourbon Street Hurricane this 
is not. The Slinger has the distinction 
of being a summery drink that’s low 
on sweetness — there is no grenadine, 
pineapple juice, or schnapps, just a 
healthy dose of rum punctuated by 
lemon, a hint of orange, and enough 
ginger ale to balance the sour. 

Advice: The Slinger is a little pricey 
at $9, but if you’ve got the funds, you 
could easily sip your way through two 
or three. Its best pairing may be some 
chips and salsa — I’d recommend the 
Clinton Street Social Club add it to 
its menu ASAP — but you might try it 
with the restaurant’s citrus-jalapeño 
oysters, chipotle barbeque chicken, or 
hush puppies.

— by Emma McClatchey

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up Perfor-
mance, 7 p.m., downtown
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Buoyant Sea/Alex Body, 8 
p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Wash-
ington
• Dailey & Vincent, 8 p.m., 
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Sidewalk Chalk, 9 p.m., 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington

 WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights” 
Dee Williams, nonfiction, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

FILM
• The Muppets — The Picture 

Show, 4 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. 
College
• Venus in Fur, 6:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Obvious Child, 8:30 p.m., 
FilmScene

DANCE
• Country Dance and Lessons, 
7 p.m., Iowa City Moose Lodge, 
3151 Highway 6 E.

 MISCELLANEOUS
• Open Lab, 4 p.m., Beadology, 
220 E. Washington
• Party in the Park, 6:30 p.m., 
Ned Ashton House, 820 Park 
Road
• Tonkin Gulf 50-Year Obser-
vance, 7 p.m., Johnson County 
Courthouse

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up Perfor-
mance, noon, downtown
• Friday Night Concert 
Series, Beaker Brothers, 
6:30 p.m., Pedestrian Mall 
Weatherdance Fountain 
Stage
• Live Music, 8 p.m., High 
Ground, 301 E. Market
• Aaron Kamm & the One 
Drops, 9 p.m., Yacht Club

• Karaoke, 9 p.m., Mill
 
FILM
• Boyhood, 2:30, 6, & 9:20  
p.m., FilmScene
• Free Movie Series: Super 8, 
8:45 p.m., Pentacrest
 
MISCELLANEOUS
• Downtown Walking Moia, 
noon, Weatherdance Foun-
tain Stage

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up 
Performance, 9:30 a.m., 
downtown
• Community Folk Sing, 3 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Saturday Night Music,
Jennifer Danielson, 7 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s
• Paa Kow’s By All Means, 9 
p.m., Yacht Club

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Mike Morsch, nonfiction, 1 
p.m., Prairie Lights

FILM
• Boyhood, 11:30 a.m., 3 
p.m., 6:30 p.m., & 9:50 p.m., 
FilmScene
  
MISCELLANEOUS
• Farmers’ Market, 7:30 a.m., 
Chauncey Swan parking ramp
• Metal Bezels, 10 a.m., Be-
adology, 220 E. Washington
• Iowa River Has Mussels, 10 
a.m., ISU Extension & Outreach 
of Johnson County, 3109 Old 
Highway 218 S.
• Shelter Our Community, 7 
p.m., Englert

MUSIC
• Acidic, 6 p.m., Blue Moose, 
211 Iowa
• Spoken Nerd, 9 p.m., 
Gabe’s
 
FILM
• Boyhood, 11:30 a.m., 3, & 
6:30 p.m., FilmScene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Open Lab, Noon, Beadol-
ogy
• Blown Glass Sphere, 1 
p.m., Beadology
• Intro to Hollow Glass 
Work, 1 p.m., Beadology
• Pub Quiz, 9 p.m., Mill

Find and follow us for 
updates on the go!

@DailyIowanArts

daily_iowan

Top 10 films of the year
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Heading into vinyl
By ANA BARRETT
anastasia-barrett@uiowa.edu

Mike Morsch, the au-
thor of The Vinyl Dia-
logues, will read at Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque St., 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday. The 
1982 University of Iowa 
graduate’s second book is 
historical nonfiction.

He said his goal was to 
record pieces of rock ’n’ 
roll history in the 1970s 
through the eyes of the 
artists who lived it. The 
interviews give their per-
spectives and recollec-
tions of those times. In his 
interview with The Daily 
Iowan, Morsch gave his 
perspective.

    
DI: What inspired you 

to write The Vinyl Dia-
logues?

Morsch: I love to write. 
And like most people, I 
love the music of my era, 
the 1970s. I was in high 
school and college during 
the ’70s, and it was an 
impressionable and mem-
orable time for me. The 
music of that decade pro-
vided the soundtrack of 
my life.

DI: How did you come 
up with the title?

Morsch: The title orig-
inally was going to the 
The Vinyl Monologues, an 
obvious play on The Vagi-
na Monologues. But then, 
I began to think that the 
interviews I was having 
with the artists weren’t 
monologues, they were 
dialogues. They were 
conversations. So “mono-
logues” didn’t really fit 
for the title and dia-
logues did.

DI: What was the big-
gest struggle you faced 
when writing your book?

Morsch: Getting ac-
cess to the all the artists I 
wanted to talk to. Because 

I was with a media orga-
nization at the time, my 
access was pretty good in 
most instances. Any band 
or artist that had a show 
in the Philadelphia area, 
our media organization 
would request an inter-
view to preview the up-
coming event. Once I had 
the artists on the phone 
and I had the informa-
tion I needed for a story, I 
could usually tack a ques-
tion on to the end of the 
interview about a specific 
album from the 1970s.

I did my research ahead 
of the interview, as I nor-
mally would do for any 
story and picked an album 
that I thought the artist 
would like to talk about. 
But I couldn’t always get 
to the top tier of artists — 
Elton John, Paul McCa-
rtney, Billy Joel, anybody 
from the Eagles or Fleet-
wood Mac. All were big in 
the 1970s, but even when 
those artists played Phil-
adelphia, they usually 
didn’t do interviews.

DI: If you had to do it 
all over again, would you 
change anything in The 
Vinyl Dialogues?

Morsch: Anytime a 
writer is emotionally in-
vested in a project, there 
are always things one can 
look back on and wish to 
do better. I could have 
been better at self-editing. 
You can tinker and tweak 
forever, but at some point, 
you just have to trust 
yourself and your work 
and let it go out into the 
world. But generally, I’m 
pleased and proud of 
this book and wouldn’t 
change much.

DI: What did you learn 
from writing your book?

Morsch: I don’t think 
a writer ever quits learn-
ing, no matter how long 
one has been doing it. 

I thought transitioning 
from newspaper writing 
to book writing actually 
made me a better inter-
viewer and that in turn 
made me a better writer. I 
had more time to listen to 
the interviews again and 
transcribe the notes and 
then let that information 
ferment in my head for 
a while before I started 
to write. I enjoyed that 
whole process quite a lot.

DI: Is there a message 
in your book that you 
want readers to grasp? 
What do you want them 
to take away from the 
reading?

Morsch: I’m not really 
trying to leave the readers 
with any deep message. I 
thought my goals were 
pretty simple: accurate-
ly present pieces of rock 
and roll history through 
the artists who made and 
lived that history and to 
do it in an informative 
and entertaining way.

I want readers the re-
member an album from 
the 1970s, the songs on 
that album, the cover 
art, and for all of that to 
take them back to a time 
in their own lives that’s 
special for them, as it is 
for me.

Bluegrass with a twist
‘Rockstars of Bluegrass’ Dailey and Vincent will return to the Englert tonight.

By EMMA MCCLATCHEY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

The Dailey and Vin-
cent tour bus was mid-
way between Indiana and 
Wisconsin at 1:30 a.m. on 
Aug. 3 when the band’s 
four singers — clad in 
T-shirts and patterned pa-
jama pants — decided to 
throw together an a cap-
pella arrangement of the 
Doris Akers gospel classic 
“Sweet, Sweet Spirit.”

Even though the men 
had never sung it together 
and their voices were a lit-
tle tired from the previous 
night’s performance, the 
video of the impromptu 
quartet received positive 
feedback on Facebook — 
and that was good enough 
for Darrin Vincent.

“Sunday in Wisconsin, I 
was feeling like the people 
were really responsive to 
what we were doing,” Vin-
cent said. “So I said, ‘You 
know what, you guys, we 
have a great audience; I 
want to do a new song.’ We 
had just done it once on 
the bus the night before, 
but we pulled it out and, 
boy, they loved it.”

Vincent said Iowa City 
audiences can expect a 
similar level of sponta-
neity and fun at 8 p.m. to-
day at the Englert Theater, 
221 E. Washington St., 
where Dailey and Vincent 
— dubbed the “rock stars 
of bluegrass” by CMT — 
will perform as part of the 
group’s current tour.

Hancher brought Dailey 
and Vincent to the Englert 
for the first time in Febru-
ary 2013. The show was 
so successful, said Englert 
production manager Tori 
Morgensai, that the band’s 
agent reached out to the-
ater director Andre Perry 
about making the Englert 
a stop on this year’s tour.

“They blew us away the 
first time, and we’re excit-
ed to see what they bring 
this time,” Morgensai said. 
“I think there are roots in 
this town that run very 
deep that are tied to ban-
jo music, fiddle music, and 
that bluegrass feel. Dailey 
and Vincent fits this com-
munity really well.”

Vincent said he feels 
at home in Iowa as well. 
The Missouri native grew 
up touring the Midwest 
with his family’s bluegrass 
band, the Sally Mountain 
Show, before joining the 
five-time Grammy-win-
ning band Ricky Skaggs 
and Kentucky Thunder.

He met the other half 
of Dailey and Vincent in 
2001 after hearing Jamie 
Dailey perform with the 
renowned bluegrass group 
Doyle Lawson and Quick-
silver at the Bluegrass 
Music Association Awards 
in Louisville, Kentucky.

“He was singing a gos-
pel song and was hitting 
the high notes on the cho-
rus, and I was just smitten 
by his voice,” Vincent said. 
“After his performance, I 
went backstage and stuck 
my hand out and said, 
‘I’m Darrin Vincent, and 
I’d like to be your friend.’ 
I followed him back to the 
dressing room, and we ex-
changed phone numbers. 
I called him up the next 
week, and it was the be-
ginning of our friendship.”

From there, Dailey and 
Vincent accrued an all-star 
bluegrass band including 
guitarist, mandolinist, and 
tenor Jeff Parker, guitarist 

and bass singer Christian 
Davis, fiddler B.J. Cherry-
holmes, and banjo player 
Jessie Baker. Vincent said 
the band changes its mu-
sic about every three or 
four months to keep its 
show “fresh.”

“They have to be respect-
ed for their musicianship,” 
said Kirk Brandenberger, 
who played fiddle with 
Dailey and Vincent during 
their May 2 performance 
in Keokuk, Iowa. “Where 
most groups will have one 
or two weak players, they 
have no weaknesses.”

After seven years, six 
albums, three Grammy 
nominations, and 13 In-
ternational Bluegrass 
Music Association Awards, 
Dailey and Vincent has 
quickly become one of the 
country’s most beloved 
bluegrass acts, finding 
success in Nashville and 
securing exclusive promo-
tions by Cracker Barrel 
Country Store. The group 
members’ energetic stage 
personas have also at-
tracted new audiences to 
the bluegrass genre.

“We just had an email 
on our Facebook from a 
woman who was coming 
to our show with her fami-
ly just to please them, but 
we won her over because 
we’re not like a lot of oth-
er bluegrass acts,” Vincent 
said. “She really enjoyed 
the show — she laughed 
and she cried.

“We do a lot of songs 
that really touch your 
heart, and then we’ll make 
you laugh, too. We’ve got a 
whole bunch of characters 
in our group, and it makes 
it really fun for everybody. 
It’s not stuffy.”

While Dailey and Vin-
cent produces plenty of 
original tunes, Vincent 
said the group takes inspi-
ration from country and 
bluegrass legends such as 
“Father of Bluegrass” Bill 
Monroe, Elvis Presley, and 
Dolly Parton, with whom 
Vincent and Dailey have 
both recorded music. Vin-
cent said they’re also not 
afraid to perform country, 
gospel, and other genres 
with roots in bluegrass.

“Bluegrass has had a re-
al influence on every type 
of music, and that’s the 

coolest thing I know,” Vin-
cent said.

Dailey and Vincent’s 
Englert performance is 
part of what the band is 
calling its “Landmarks of 
America” tour. The jour-
ney began with acclaimed 
performances at the Li-
brary of Congress, New 
York’s Carnegie Hall, and 
the Ryman Auditorium in 
Nashville.

Vincent said the Iowa 
City’s enthusiastic audi-
ence will serve as a good 
test group for their live 
concert album and video 
to be recorded in Manas-
sas, Virginia, on Sept. 13 
and 14.

“There are different cul-
tures out there; people in 
some places will clap re-
spectfully versus hooting 
and hollering,” Vincent 
said. “But what I really 
like about the people in 
Iowa is they get into it. 
They really lap it up and 
enjoy it, and it makes it 
fun to play.”

Despite Iowa’s distance 
from the bluegrass-centric 
Appalachian Mountain 
states, Brandenberger 
said bluegrass acts will 
find Iowa has “fertile 
ground” for a growing 
bluegrass culture.

“I encourage anyone to 
take a chance with Dailey 
and Vincent,” Branden-
berger said. “They may be 
surprised. There were peo-
ple here in Keokuk who 
don’t go to bluegrass con-
certs, and they came out 
and were writing letters 
to the editor about how 
great the show was. It will 
change your mind about 
your father’s bluegrass.”

Music
What: Dailey and Vincent
When: 8 p.m. today
Where: Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
Admission: $30

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM/

ARTS
TO HEAR A SONG FROM 

VINCENT & DAILEY’S LAT-
EST ALBUM.

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR THE REST OF THIS Q&A
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The doors will open at the 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn St., for 
eclectic Ghanaian percussionist 
Paa Kow and his band, By All 
Means, at 9 p.m. Saturday. The 
show is part of the release tour for 
his new album, Ask, which will 
be released Aug. 19. Kow and his 
eight-piece band will once again 
bring their improvisational, jazz- 
and punk-influenced orchestral 
Afro-fusion sound to Iowa City.

Kow is a resident of Colorado 
and a native of the small village 
of Enyan Denkyira near Cape 
Coast in Ghana, where he 
began playing in a band at age 
7 with his mother as vocalist 
and an uncle who provided the 
instruments. At 14, he began to 
tour with other musicians in his 
area and eventually played in 
the capital city, Accra. Now, after 
23 years of performing, Kow 
continues to tour.

“I think a tour is the best 
way to share music with 
people,” he said.

Pete McCarthy of the Yacht 
Club knew Kow before through a 
friend of Kow’s wife. He was first 
invited to perform at the Yacht 
Club just over two years ago.

“He’d never performed in the 
Midwest, and we really wanted 
to get him out to the Midwest,” 
McCarthy said. “I think of him as 
the James Brown of drummers.”

Using the Yacht Club gig and 
the Ask tour as a whole, Kow 
hopes to spread his music to as 
many people as he can. He has 
toured in Switzerland, Scotland, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
parts of Africa. He aspires to tour 
in Australia and Japan, too.

After the tour, he will return 
to Ghana for three weeks and 
will continue recording and 
touring from there. He says he 
will make music for as long as 
he can.

“As a musician, I find that the 
music always comes to me,” he said.

 — By CONOR MCBRIEN

Kow on the go‘Snoopy the Musical’ hits the stage
By ISAAC HERMAN
isaac-herman@uiowa.edu

The classic antics and 
adventures of the Charles 
Schulz’s “Peanuts” comic strip 
are coming alive in Amana 
through the staging of Snoopy 
the Musical by the Old 
Creamery Theater Company.

The play will follow the en-
tire “Peanuts” gang, including 
Charlie Brown, Linus, Lu-
cy, and of course, Snoopy, as 
they go through a series of 
vignettes and songs. In typi-
cal “Peanuts” fashion, the per-
formance will be a mix of the 
humor and pathos that comes 
with growing up.

“A lot of the performance is 
based from the original com-
ic strips that Charles Schulz 
drew, including ideas for some 
of the songs,” said Sean McCall, 

the director of the musical. 
Old Creamery was consid-

ering including the show as 
part of its “Theater for Young 
Audiences Series,” a relatively 
recent endeavor by the troupe 
to get youths interested in live 
performance. Every year, four 
shows are presented on their 
main stage, each specifically 
designed for children.

However, the members of 
the company decided to in-
clude it as part of their regu-
lar season for adults because 
of the content of the musical.

“A lot of the humor in 
Snoopy is adult-oriented, in 
the sense that it deals with 
themes that kids may not 
understand yet,” McCall said. 
“This is one we felt had appeal 
for the entire family; you have 
the classic ‘Peanuts’ charac-
ters for the kids, but a lot of 

the humor can be enjoyed by 
adults.”

The musical serves as a 
sort-of sequel to 1967’s You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown, 
which is the much more well-
known counterpart to Snoopy. 
The musical has a much loos-
er feel than its predecessor; 
instead of following a tightly 
plotted day in the life of Char-
lie Brown, it follows a year in 
the life of Snoopy through a 
series of brief snapshots.

“It’s amazing that ‘Peanuts’ 
has stood the test of time, con-
sidering it came out so long 
ago,” said Jennifer Cantwell, 
an Amana resident who has 
seen the show with her two 
children. 

“Peanuts” has indeed been 
around for a very long time. 
The first strip appeared in 
newspapers on Oct. 2, 1950, 

before concluding on Feb. 13, 
2000, because of the death of 
Schulz.

“The thing about Char-
lie Brown is that a lot of bad 
things happen to him, but he 
keeps going. He’s an optimist 
at heart. I think that’s a mes-
sage that will always pertain 
to kids and even their parents 
too,” said Jeff Hafner, who 
plays Charlie Brown in the 
musical. 

THEATER
Snoopy the Musical
Where: Old Creamery, 39-38th 
Avenue, Amana, Iowa
When: 2 p.m. today and Aug. 10, 
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday
Admission: $10-$28
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• Wynn Institute for Vision Research Visual 
Sciences Workshop, all day, lectures at 2117 Medical 
Education and Research Facility

• “Designing Effective Therapies: Applying 
Stem-Cell-Mediated Therapy to Brain Cancer,” Shawn 
Hingtgen, University of North Carolina, noon, C44-A UIHC 
General Hospital

• Open Lab, 4 p.m., Beadology, 220 E. Washington
• The Muppets, 4 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Party in the Park, 6:30 p.m., Ashton House, 820 Park Road
• Venus in Fur, 6:30 p.m.
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Dee Williams, memoir, 

Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Open City Pop-Up Performance, 7 p.m., downtown
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Tonkin Gulf 50-Year Observance, 7 p.m., John-

son County Courthouse
• Dailey & Vincent, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Buoyant Sea/Alex Body, 8 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

Chapters in the 
Book of My Life:

• Prologue: Dad was a Door-
man, Mom was Drunk and 

Lost on a Pub Crawl
• Chapter 15: My First Beer

• Chapter 19: My First Tattoo
• Chapter 22: My First Day of 

Third Grade
• Chapter 23: My Second 
First Day of Third Grade
• Chapter 48: “College”

• Chapter 52: She Touched 
My Leg During D&D

• Chapter 53: Magic Missile
• Chapter 70: It was the best 

of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of 

foolishness, it was the epoch 
of belief, it was the epoch of 

incredulity, it was the season 
of Light, it was the season of 
Darkness, it was the spring 
of hope, it was the winter of 
despair, it was the semester 
I majored in English until I 

realized that was stupid.
• Chapter 97: Nov. 4, 2008 

and What Tina Did
• Chapter 98: The Longest 

Shower
• Chapter 125: The Year of 
Living Dangerously … and 

Other Movies I Have Watched
• Chapter 132: You Know, 

Maybe I Should Finally 
Try Pot

• Chapter 420: I’m Not Sure 
Where the Last Five Years 

Went — But I Would Love a 
Burrito Right Now

• Epilogue: Giving-Up or Who 
Needs Friends When You Can 

Have Three Cats?

Andrew R. Juhl  thanks DH, DJ, SH, 
ML, ZZ, ESJ, and LM for contributing 

to today’s Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination. 
— Albert Einstein

Thursday, August 7, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19):  Working in unison with someone creative 
will bring out the best in you. Your extensive, comprehensive vision and 
expressive way of articulating what you want to do or see happen will 
help you gain momentum and the support required to excel.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Family matters must be handled quickly and 
conservatively before they have a chance to spin out of control. A miscal-
culation or underestimating the extent of a situation you face will lead to 
frustration, limitation or complaints. A conservative, diplomatic approach 
will win out in the end.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Give whatever challenge you pursue your best 
shot. Staying on top won’t be difficult, but getting there will. Stick to the 
route that offers a straightforward approach and less uncertainty regarding 
the results you are trying to achieve.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Strive to do something unique that will draw 
positive attention to who you are and what you can do. Personal improve-
ments can be made as long as they are reasonable. Travel plans must not be 
allowed to go over budget.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Jump at the chance to show off. Any competitive event 
or activity will add to a fun-filled day. A change in location or a mini trip will spark 
your imagination and help you bring about a positive personal change. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Let your intuition guide you in the right direction 
regarding personal matters and relationships. Taking part in neighborhood 
or community events will give you a better idea of what’s available to you 
and what compensations will be required.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Emotional matters will be difficult to control. 
Don’t make impulsive decisions or rely on unpredictable individuals making 
unrealistic promises. Take care of important issues, and you will have no 
regrets. Don’t let anyone interfere with taking care of your responsibilities.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): An offer you receive isn’t likely to be realistic or 
to your advantage. Go over details carefully, and back away from anything 
or anyone that appears to be unstable. Take over, and you will be able to 
control the outcome.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Explore the possibilities. Learn what you 
can from those in key positions, and make changes that will help you move 
into a winning situation. Altering the way or where you live is favored, but 
don’t overspend or make unrealistic promises.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Look at the facts, and make decisions based 
on your findings. Impulse will be your downfall. Take the slow, cautious route 
that ensures you end up in the right place and with the knowledge and skills 
to carry on successfully.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take care of pressing matters quickly, and get 
on with your day. Take any opportunity that comes along to have fun. The 
break will do you good and give you a chance to consider the direction you 
want to pursue.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Be careful how you handle money, peers, and 
your responsibilities at work. Don’t leave any room for error, and you will 
avoid complaints. Romance is in the stars, and nurturing and being attentive 
will improve your personal life.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m.-Midnight Into the Void
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