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THE AGE OF AQUARIUS
City Circle Acting Company will bring sex, drugs, and rock ’n’ 
roll to the stage in the psychedelic musical Hair. 80 Hours.

Ticket 
plan hits 

snafu
Title game highlights 

team effort

Coach Brendan Unkrich talks to his team at halftime on Wednesday in the North Liberty Community Center. Unkrich’s team defeated Randy Larson’s squad for the Game Time championship, 81-58. 
(The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

By ERIN ERICKSON
erin-erickson@uiowa.edu

Another season of the Game Time 
League is in the books. The final two 
teams duked it out Wednesday in North 
Liberty to determine the league champi-
on for the 2014 season. 

Brendan Unkrich’s undefeated squad 
ended its perfect season on a high note, 
defeating Randy Larson’s team, 81-58. 

Without senior Melissa Dixon in the 
lineup for Larson because of an injury to 
her heel, Unkrich was able to focus sole-
ly on stopping his opponent’s next best 
player, Jacqui Kalin. 

 “Jacqui is a tremendous player,” Unk-
rich said. “She has shot the ball extreme-
ly well from the outside, but the best part 
of her game is getting to the rim.”

Much of that defensive success can be 
attributed to M’caela Sellers, who plays 

for Kennedy High in Cedar Rapids.
“We were focusing on sagging back 

from our man-to-man in order to help 
each other out when Jacqui drives to the 
basket,” Sellers said. “We leave our play-
ers open to put more pressure on Jacqui, 
just hoping we stop her drive.”   

While Unkrich’s strategy paid of in the 
end, unfortunately for Larson it seemed 

SEE GAME TIME, 3A

As of Tuesday, the 
University of Iowa 

Athletics Department 
had 3,000 unsold student 

season tickets.
By QUENTIN MISIAG
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu 

The University of Iowa an-
nounced Wednesday that it has 
temporarily suspended a recent-
ly introduced incentive program 
aimed at boosting lagging foot-
ball-ticket sales.

The two-day-old program was sus-
pended after the Iowa Department 
of Inspections and 
Appeals posed ques-
tions of legality and 
logistics to university 
officials. 

The incentive pack-
age had offered UI 
students a chance to 
win a handful of priz-
es, including one free 
year of in-state tui-
tion, gift cards, and free books for one 
semester in exchange for purchasing 
2014 student season tickets.

In a statement provided Wednes-
day, Athletics Director Gary Bar-
ta said the department learned of 
concerns related to the new foot-
ball promotion.

“I have suspended the promotion 
temporarily as we determine how 
to make sure that this promotion is 
in complete compliance,” he said in 
the statement. “In the end, our goal 
is to do everything possible to make 
sure that that the student experience 
at Hawkeye football games is as fun 
and exciting as possible.”

On Tuesday, university officials un-
veiled the new measure to push the 
more than 3,000 tickets that were 
still for sale. The Athletics Depart-

Barta
Athletics Director

SEE TICKETS, 3A

Hamburg may be back soon
Hamburg Inn No. 2 will tentatively reopen next week.

By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

Boxes lined the wall 
all the way to Hamburg 
Inn No. 2’s famous Pres-
idential table. 

But area residents 
won’t have to wait too long 
to take that seat instead.

Hamburg Inn No. 2, 
214 N. Linn St., is ten-
tatively scheduled to re-
open Aug. 7 or 8.

“It depends on how 
well things go this week 
and the first part of next 
week,” owner Dave Pan-
ther said. 

A fire started in the 
basement of the historic 
restaurant on May 18, 
which was caused by a 
spontaneous ignition of 
rags and laundry.

Since then, Hamburg 
has been closed for re-
pairs and has pushed 
back its reopening date 
for most of the summer.

“[The repairs have] 
been much more exten-
sive than we thought,” 
Panther said. “But it’s 
given us an opportuni-
ty to dig into everything 
and take everything 
apart, clean it up. So it’s 
been an opportunity to 
repair fire damage and 
repair a lot of things 
and clean things up that 
when you’re open that 
are just harder to get to.”

Panther said the cost 
for repairs and updates 
is estimated to be over 
$100,000.

Front-house manager 
Megan Dudley said right 
now staff is in the pro-
cess of checking equip-
ment that was stored.

“We have to fix things 
that maybe got dam-
aged from the smoke 
or just from sitting for 
a while, so equipment 
that we thought would 
be working isn’t work-

ing,” she said. “Some of 
our items we had stored 
outside, and some items 
may have gotten taken, 
and now we have to re-
place those.”

Equipment damage is 
not the only setback.

It will take a couple of 
weeks before the restau-
rant is in full swing be-
cause of new staff, Pan-
ther said.

“I think we proba-
bly will announce we’re 
open, but we probably 
won’t announce a big 
celebration until we get 
the staff back up to par,” 
he said. “We don’t want 
to advertise ‘yeah, come 
on down’ and then dis-
appoint people because 
we are not ready. We just 
want to make sure that 
we don’t disappoint any-
one and that they have 
a good experience when 

SEE HAMBURG, 3A

Farmers’ Market expands
Over the past couple of years, the Iowa City’s downtown 

Farmers’ Market has grown.
By ERIN MARSHALL
erin-marshall@uiowa.edu

The liveliness sur-
rounding the Chauncey 
Swan parking ramp on 
Wednesday evenings has 
only gotten larger.

In the recent years, the 
Farmers’ Market has add-
ed a number of vendors.

The Farmers’ Market, 
in Chauncey Swan park-
ing ramp, runs every 
Wednesday from 5 to 7 
p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon 
through Oct. 29.

“Since we’ve added 
more vendors, we’ve seen 
in an increase in the 
number of people who 
attend the market,” said 
Tammy Neumann, the 
Farmers’ Market coor-
dinator. “All the vendors 
play a role in bringing 
the customers there.”

One of the vendors 

added to this year’s mar-
ket is the Bread Garden 
Market, which has an 
employee riding a bicycle 
selling gelato.

“It’s taken a while to get 
a foothold,” said Frankie 
Schneckloth, the creative 
coordinator for Bread 
Garden Market. “It’s new, 
but it’s going well.”

People are getting used 
to seeing Bread Garden 
in a new place, Schneck-
loth said.

Recent changes to the 
Farmers’ Market have 
also included expanding 
the market’s location.

The Farmers’ Market 
now uses the entire the 
Chauncey Swan parking 
ramp as opposed to half 
of it, Neumann said.

The Iowa City Mar-
ketplace (formerly Syc-
amore Mall), has been 
added as a location for 
the market as well.

The new additions 
were not affected by the 
extremely wet summer.

“The flooding did not 
affect the market,” Neu-
mann said.

“We didn’t have any 
problems with the 
floods,” said Jarrett 
Mitchell of Wake Up Io-
wa City, a coffee shop. 
“The weather’s more of a 
problem for people com-
ing from north of town, 
when the Dubuque 
Street exit is closed.”

Because the Farmers’ 
Market is in the Chaunc-
ey Swan parking ramp, 
people come to the mar-
ket even when it rains, 
Mitchell said.

Other vendors appre-
ciate the location of the 
market as well.

“I just hope they nev-
er move it out from un-

SEE MARKET, 3A

Led by defense, Brendan Unkrich’s team won the Game Time League championship Wednesday.

GAME TIME LEAGUE
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derneath the ramp,” said 
Jerry Dill of Dill’s Original 
Kettle Korn.

The larger crowd of peo-

ple do not only have more 
options to shop, they now 
have new art to view.

A mural under the College 
Street Bridge, part of a proj-
ect put together by the Pub-
lic Art Advisory Committee, 
was finished this week.

“I really was not in-

volved in that, although 
we’re very excited about 
that,” Neumann said.

Though the mural only 
recently premièred, a few 
vendors have already seen it.

“That mural under-
neath the bridge there — 
that is neat,” Dill said. “It 

looks nice.”
Vendors have also had 

the opportunity to take 
part in a pilot food truck 
program approved by the 
Iowa City City Council. 

Vendors that applied 
to be part of the program 
have the opportunity to 

set up their trucks at spec-
ified locations and times 
throughout the week.

Participating vendors in-
clude Bread Garden Mar-
ket and the Box Lunch.

“It’s introducing a new 
layer to our local produc-
ers,” Schneckloth said. 

“It’s giving the public an-
other option to try some-
thing new.”

Liz Wohlford, owner of 
the Box Lunch, agreed.

“[People] like the idea 
of coming to the park and 
having their lunch,” Wohl-
ford said.

MARKET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

they come back.”
The restaurant may 

close early when it re-

opens until the new wait 
staff is properly trained, 
Panther said.

With the summer near-
ing its end, and the long 
wait for a reopening, 
Hamburg has lost several 
workers; the establish-

ment is currently hiring.
 “We did lose some help,” 

Panther said. “Some were 
going to be moving on any-
ways, and I think some 
of them went on a little 
bit longer than expected. 
We do have a good core 

group, and we’re looking 
for people to join the team. 
I think were going to come 
out really good once we 
come out of this.”

Dudley said the restau-
rant has received a hand-
ful of applicants.

Panther said he wants 
the restaurant to reopen 
as smoothly as possible, 
and for the transition to 
happen, he said he may 
have to make adjustments 
to help new staff.

With daily inquiries 

about when the North 
Side favorite will reopen, 
Panther said he believes 
there will be a positive 
response once the restau-
rant officially reopens.

“Come on down and en-
joy it every day,” he said.

HAMBURG
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ment wanted to keep stu-
dent submissions open until 
Friday, when tickets would 
be available to the public.

Historically, the depart-
ment has held 10,000 tick-
ets for students. Last year, 
only 7,300 student tickets 
were sold.

David Werning, spokes-
man for the Iowa De-

partment of Inspections 
and Appeals, told the DI 
Wednesday that although 
the university does hold a 
license to hold gambling 
contests, the individual 
process in which UI offi-
cials went about the in-
centive program raises 
some questions. 

“The actual workings 
of this particular raffle 
creates some concerns for 
the department, and we 
have some questions [as 
to] whether or not some 

of those requirements are 
being met,” he said.

While unique, Werning 
said the individual prizes 
— including the free year 
of in-state tuition and 
$1,000 Hy-Vee gift cards 
— aren’t the issue and ar-
en’t illegal to offer.

To attend this year’s 
seven home games, stu-
dents would have to shell 
out $175, or $163 if be-
longing to the Students 
Today Alumni Tomorrow 
organization. For six home 

games excluding the Io-
wa-Nebraska game, stu-
dent packages are $150, 
or $140 with Students To-
day membership. In turn, 
those varying ticket prices 
do not create a level play-
ing field for all students, 
Werning said.

Because it is illegal in 
Iowa to gamble on credit, 
Werning said, the UI could 
face logistical concerns in 
terms of payment, and offi-
cials may have had to face 
ticket holders arriving to 

the ticket office with only 
cash on-hand.

“We’re not saying it’s 
illegal as such, we would 
just like to know more 
about it before we make a 
determination,” he said.

Additionally, UI officials 
never specified whether 
participants would have 
to be present in person in 
order to claim their priz-
es, he said. 

Finally, Werning said, 
under Iowa law, organiza-
tions cannot require partic-

ipants to be present to win.
Organizations, includ-

ing colleges and univer-
sities, should contact the 
state agency when intro-
ducing new raffle ideas. 
However, Werning said, 
the UI has yet to reach out 
to his department.

“This whole thing that 
has transpired very, very 
quickly,” he said. “Our 
hope is the university, 
they know we are con-
cerned, and that they will 
get a hold of us.”

TICKETS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

GAME TIME
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

nearly impossible to shut 
down star sophomore Ally 
Disterhoft. 

Unkrich’s team was the 
heavy favorite going in-
to last night’s game, the 
high-powered offense led 
by league MVP Disterhoft 
seemed unstoppable at half-
time and stayed true to that 
form until the final buzzer. 

Disterhoft didn’t disap-
point people in her final 
performance this summer. 
Scoring an impressive 36 
points, the Iowa sopho-
more averaged 40.8 points 
per game, leading 
the league with 
204 total points 
this season. 

“We wanted 
to come out and 
play aggressively; obvious-
ly, in the championship 
game, anything can hap-
pen,” Disterhoft said. “We 

put the records aside. We 
just wanted to get out, and 
run, and put some points 
on the board. We came out 
and played well as a team; 
collectively, it was a great 

team win.” 
Perfection is not an easy 

accomplishment to obtain. 
Even with the absence 

of such key performers 
as Disterhoft, Courtney 
Straight, and Emily Soy 
— who each missed games 
throughout the season — 
Unkrich’s team was able to 

dominate the league week 
after week, proving that 
one player doesn’t decide 
the outcome for his team.

“We were fortunate 
enough to get some good 
players and get them to 
play together. When you 
get that, good things hap-
pen,” Unkrich said. “We 

were fortunate 
enough to have 
those good play-
ers. And they 
loved playing 
with each other. 

They were always avail-
able on the court.” 

Each player on the team 
seems to bring different 

skills that benefit the team 
as a whole. Collectively, 
they have silenced oppo-
nents on the defensive end 
and have shown no mercy 
offensively. 

“We had a true 1-5; when 
you have that on the floor, 
it can be pretty dangerous,” 
Disterhoft said. “This team 
the entire summer has 
played so unselfishly. It was 
a lot of fun to play with.” 

Six weeks of fast compe-
tition and noteworthy per-
formances are finally over.

‘We were fortunate enough to get some good players and get them 
to play together. When you get that, good things happen.’

— Brendan Unkrich, Game Time coach



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

When your class is graded 
on a curve, as has been the 
status quo throughout the 
history of higher and second-
ary education, your grade 
depends more or less on how 
well everyone else does.

However, the Des 
Moines Public School 
system has recently ad-
opted a new system called 
standards-based grading 
that will go into effect this 
coming school year. The 
point is not to grade stu-
dents in relation to their 
classmates but based on 
how well they understand 
the course material. Part 
of this new system involves 
eliminating the practice of 
grading on a curve.

The University of Iowa 
and other institutions of 
higher learning around the 
country would be well ad-
vised to stop recommending 
or requiring the use of grad-
ing curves, seeing as they’re 
among the least ethical tools 
an instructor can use.

Just to be clear, I’m not 
talking about the curves 
that help everyone and 
raise the water so all boats 
rise, so to speak. When 
I use the word “curve,” I 
mean when instructors 
force all students’ grades 
in a class to fit a specific 
distribution so that there 
are a specific number of As, 
Bs, Cs, Ds, and Fs.

First off, that whole sys-
tem guarantees that some 
students will fail the class, 
regardless of everyone 
else’s ability or interest in 
the class. Sure, some peo-
ple in large enough classes 
will probably fail, but it’s 
a matter of principle. The 
key point is that the sys-
tem is guaranteeing that 
some people will fail. Ev-
eryone could theoretically 
get an A with a standard 
90-80-70-60 style setup but 
not with a curve.

This grading scheme 
does not accurately reflect 
how much course material 
students learned. Its pur-
pose is to weed people out.

If you belong to a higher 
social class, all your life 
it’s been a given that 

you’re going to college. A 
bad grade will sting, but 
it’s probably not going to 
completely derail your col-
lege career. But if you’re 
from a lower social class 
that puts less emphasis on 
getting a college degree, 
a bad grade could lead 
a student to question 
whether he or she is cut 
out for higher education, 
and ultimately drop out.

This partly explains 
the Century Foundation’s 
finding that students 
from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds are less likely 
to graduate than wealthy 
students who get the same 
SAT scores. After one or 
two bad experiences, poor-
er students feel much more 
threatened and far less 
certain that they belong at 
a college or university.

So it’s especially worri-
some that the UI actually 
endorses such policies. The 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and Tippie 
College of Business both 
recommend that the grad-
ing distribution for classes 
fit a specific curve with 
all the necessary caveats 
that emphasize it’s just a 
recommendation, not nec-
essarily a requirement. 

But the problem is that 
they’re prescribing a very 
precise distribution, which 
are explicitly intended 
to be guidelines for new 
faculty such as adjunct 
and assistant professors. 
These are extremely com-
petitive jobs, especially in 
the humanities. Adjuncts 
typically have brief con-
tracts that could expire on 
short notice, so their job 
security is minimal, and 
assistant professors don’t 
have tenure.

Sure, faculty don’t have 
to follow official recom-
mendations, but if you’re 
a newbie and you’re in a 
tough job market, you’ll 
probably feel a lot of pres-
sure to adhere as rigidly 
to recommendations, rules, 
whatever, so long as it im-
proves your job security.

Although they’re “just” 
recommendations, official 
grade-distribution poli-
cies can still put a lot of 
pressure on stressed-out 
adjunct and assistant 
professors to implement 
the extremely unfair 
grading system that 
automatically screws 
over some students and 
reinforces class barriers.
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University of Iowa students were invited to 
strap on their gambling boots while may-
be catching a few football games in the 

process. Earlier this week, the UI announced its 
creation of a raffle offering students the chance 
to collect one of 11 attractive prizes. The price of 
admission? Purchasing a student football ticket 
by the Aug. 1 deadline. The biggest prize? Free 
in-state tuition, or the equivalent reduction for 
out-of-state students, handed out to five very 
lucky students. But the contest was suspend-
ed quickly because of legal concerns; so many 
hearts are probably broken. While the knee 
jerk cynical reaction would be to chide the UI 
for such a display, we feel that the promotion 
was an honest enough attempt at getting more 
prideful, chanting students into Kinnick Stadi-
um, and that something to its effect should be 
eventually be implemented.  

Despite how it might feel in the stands, the 
Hawkeyes have seen a dramatic decline in the 
number of students attending home games 
over the past few years.  As reported in The 
Daily Iowan Wednesday, fewer than 75 percent 
of the stadium’s student seating — typically 
10,000 spots — were sold last year. At the time 
of the report, even fewer had been sold for this 
season. With last year’s Outback Bowl appear-
ance, such stagnation is surprising and prob-
ably says something interesting things about 
changing priorities among UI students. 

The biggest issue people seem to take is 
that the contest seemed to be, at its core, 
gambling. The Iowa Department of Inspec-
tions and Appeals told the DI that the uni-

versity is allowed to hold charitable raffles so 
long as contestants enter with equal amounts 
of money paid in cash. This is where the raffle 
enters a gigantic, eerie, gray area. 

There are a number of different purchasing op-
tions for students, and electronic money transfers, 
believe it or not, don’t involve the transaction of 
physical currency. That’s a lot of young adults, 
18 to 20 years of age, playing an online roulette 
board with a spot on the wheel costing $140 to 
$175 (depending on students today membership 
and whether the Nebraska game is what someone 
feels like doing on Black Friday), at least from this 
point of view. The university did not contact the 
department for approval of the contest. 

It’s also a little concerning that the school 
is able to sling around a number of glamorous 
prizes, being able to offer such gifts (free tui-
tion, $500 credit for books, and $1,000 for gro-
ceries at Hy-Vee) with impending cuts in fund-
ing and increasing college debt.  

But regardless of legal implications, the 
university’s intent seems genuine enough. If 
the student seating isn’t sold out, remaining 
spots would be transferred into seating for 
the general public, so the program was offer-
ing to take a hit to keep home football games 
a little more about students. The other, more 
legal — though the contest’s legality is still 
being discussed — option would be to reduce 
ticket prices by spreading out the value of the 
prizes, but assuming all 10,000 tickets are 
somehow sold, this would equate to a measly 
reduction of under $5 per student, a less-at-
tractive attempt at getting the tickets sold.

EDITORIAL

Ticket promotion stumbles

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Regents’ executive 
director clarifies 
Regent Admission 
Index 

On June 15, the Cedar Rapids Ga-
zette published a guest opinion from 
Len Hadley, a member of the Board 
of Regents Performance-Based 
Funding Task Force. In his piece, 
Hadley addressed the Regents 
Admission Index, a calculation used 
by prospective students at Iowa’s 
public universities to prepare for 
and predict successful admission to 
Iowa’s public universities.

Hadley explained that university 
admissions offices grant exceptions 
to the admission policy. He then 
compared the universities’ admis-
sion rates for students with scores 
below the required index score of 
245. He reported that ISU and UNI 
admit many more students with 
scores below 245 than does the 
University of Iowa, suggesting that 

the UI admits higher-caliber stu-
dents than the other two schools. 
However, this is not an appropriate 
comparison, because the index 
numbers are not calculated in the 
same manner at each university.

The explanation for the difference 
in the universities’ practices lies with 
the high-school rank of prospective 
students, one of the components of 
the index calculation. Since the index 
was established, a number of large 
high schools in the state no longer 
provide a high-school ranks for their 
students. To compensate for this 
measure for these students, the state’s 
two research universities — the UI 
and ISU — approach the issue in 
much different ways.

The UI conducts individual student 
reviews to determine admissibility 
and does not calculate an admissions 
index for all of its applicants. As for-
mer UI Associate Provost Beth Ingram 
indicated in an email, “these students 
are excluded from the [admissions-in-
dex] count.”

On the other hand, ISU applies 
a statistical formula to calculate an 
RAI for all applicants. The sophisti-
cated statistical methodology used 
by ISU effectively ensures that all 
students are included in the index 
count. The ISU model has been re-
fined over time to ensure it works 
well as a predictor of success, and 
it provides, in my opinion, the 
most objective method of deter-
mining student admissibility.

As stated in the Regents’ 
Strategic Plan, the regent universities 
transform lives by providing effective 
and quality public education for the 
citizens of Iowa. The No. 1 priority 
for the regents is to provide access, 
affordability, and student success for 
Iowa residents. To that end, the Board 
Office monitors not only student 
enrollment, but equally important, 
the retention and graduation of all 
undergraduate students.

For example, the one-year 
retention rates of Iowa undergraduate 
students in ISU’s last two freshman 

classes were slightly higher than at 
the UI. This one-year retention rate 
is a strong indicator of persistence 
to graduation. Similarly, the six-year 
graduation rates of ISU resident 
undergraduate students are also 
slightly higher than at the UI. How-
ever, overall, the six-year graduation 
rates for the three regent universities 
are 68.4percent, compared with the 
national average of 48.9percent for all 
public four-year colleges.

In conclusion, while it may 
appear, as noted by Hadley, that ISU 
admits more students with an index 
below 245 than does the UI, it is 
impossible for the UI to determine 
actual index admissions as it does 
not calculate a formula for all of its 
students, as does ISU.

It is obvious that an evaluation of 
this practice needs to occur. Therefore, 
in the coming year, the Regents’ Office 
will conduct an assessment of the 
sustainability of the current process.

Robert Donley
Board of Regents executive director
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COLUMN

So, I’m homeless.
Kind of — not homeless 

in terms of wandering aim-
lessly around the Pedes-
trian Mall with no place to 
go, but homeless in terms 
of being in-between leases, 
just like seemingly all but 
one of my friends.

Luckily, I’ll only have 
to sleep on a basement 
floor for a few nights 
before I move into the 
new house on Friday. 
It’s the first time I’ll 
experience the magical 
time of the year when 
everyone suddenly 
becomes best friends 
with that one buddy of 
a buddy or the kid you 
sat next to freshman 

year who wasn’t too 
much of a sucker to buy 
into the rental-company 
culture in Iowa City.

For those that are un-
aware, the way some leas-
es work for off-campus 
student housing is this: 
The previous year’s lease 
ends a few days — usual-
ly a week or so — before 
the new one begins.

The thing is, everyone 
in the same boat as me 
knew what he or she 
was getting into when 
they signed their lease 
and decided to move 
— and there is nothing 
we can do about it. We 
signed on a line and 
acknowledged that we 
would not be tenants of 
a place of dwelling.

Some could look to 
point the finger else-
where and blame the 
landlord, but that’d be 
inappropriate. 

Some could moan 
about how landlords 
and/or rental companies 
should work with each 

other and let students 
move in early while they 
clean and inspect each 
residence before the new 
lease begins. But put 
yourself in their shoes 
— that’s not a good 
business decision.

What I’m getting at here 
is that we’re just cogs in 
the machine of a business 
model that strongly favors 
the housing providers. 

What are we going to 
do? A hotel is an option, 
sure, but some students 
— me included — would 
rather take a look at 
the contact list in their 
phone instead of paying 
a hefty bill.

You could stay in the 
storage unit you may 
have rented to put your 
stuff in because you 
had to move that as 
well. You could go home 
(if home is far away) 
and miss class or work 
or go door-to-door and 
look for a roof to put 
over your head.

None of those seem too 

appetizing.
But in the long run, 

this isn’t a huge deal. 
You find a friend, stay 
out of their hair during 
the day, and come back 
at bedtime. I’m not going 
to die; I’m not going to 
have any lasting trauma 
from my current lack of 
housing, and I’ll move in 
Friday to a comfy house 
close to campus.

I’ll avoid moving a year 
from now and will stay in 
my new digs, and watch 
everyone I didn’t manage 
to tell about my situation 
be without a home. Some 
may ask me if they can 
stay on my couch.

So, landlord, my 
message to you is this: 
Bravo. You’ve managed 
to finagle your way 
into getting oodles of 
students to pay you 
lots of money for an 
inconvenient situation 
and a thumb workout 
that includes a scroll 
through the good ol’ 
address book.

Out on the streets (sort of )

Danny Payne
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Send us your letters
The Daily Iowan wants to hear your opinions. 

Send your thoughts to daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com.



By KYLE MANN
Kyle-mann@uiowa.edu 

It’s been a bumpy ride 
this season, but Coach Ron 
Nove’s team has played its 
way to a title berth and 
will face the streaking-hot 
squad led by Randy Larson.

Nove’s players aren’t 
short on talent, and similar 
to Larson’s, seem to be fig-
uring things out right when 
they need to.

Aaron White is the driv-
ing force for Nove, averag-
ing 19 points, 11 rebounds, 
and 4 assists. But while he 
also has a plethora of tal-
ent around him, it’s been a 
challenge to get it all oper-
ating at the same time. 

Much-hyped juco trans-
fer point guard Trey Dick-
erson has only been able 
to play in three of the six 
games thus far, and White 
missed a game to attend 
the LeBron James Skills 
Academy. Northern Iowa’s 
Deon Mitchell and Mar-
vin Singleton both missed 
Week 3. 

Nove’s team made it to 
the championship any-
way, however, and now 
all the extra reps for the 
players further down 
the bench could turn out 
to be a blessing in dis-
guise. Statistically, Nove 
has the deepest team in 
Prime Time, with seven 
players averaging dou-
ble figures in scoring, 
and his opposing coach 
acknowledges that depth 
could be important

“I’m a big believer that 
you have got to play your 
guys,” Larson said. “We 
have a lot of guys who 
can play, and they have a 
lot of guys, so it will be a 
good game. There’s a rea-
son these are the teams.”

Larson has been car-
ried this season by the 
league’s first and fourth 
leading scorers in Matt 
Bohannon and Adam 
Woodbury, but it’s hard 
to decipher if such star 
power is more impressive 
than the contributions 
Nove has gotten up and 
down his roster.

White averages 19, and 
Dickerson averages 16. 
Northern Iowa has con-
tributed mightily, with 
Mitchell also averaging 
16 and Singleton second 
on the team at 18. What’s 
most surprising is the 
production from players 
that Hawkeye fans may 
not recognize.

Kirkwood’s Jordan Ash-
ton has scored 15 points 
per game and shot 54.5 
percent on 3s, making 18-
of-33 attempts, by far the 
best clip at that volume 
in the league. Christian 
Swartzentruber, former-
ly of Mid-Prairie High, 
comes in at 13 points per 
game and is shooting 48 
percent from outside. Fi-
nally, Wartburg’s Clay 
Cook also pours in 13 per 
game and collects more 
than 9 rebounds per game.

Larson has taken pride 
in how much he calls up-
on his bench throughout 

the summer, but the depth 
versus depth matchup is 
going to get a little thrown 
off this week, because star 
center Woodbury will have 
to miss the game to play 
overseas in Estonia. Obvi-
ously, that works in Nove’s 
favor. 

“We don’t really have a 
true post guy,” White said. 
“So it’s going to help a lot 
to not have a 7-1 guy 
down low.”

Losing the biggest 
body in the league for the 
championship game is far 
from ideal for Larson, and 
Nove’s guys know that will 
leave the defense vvulner-
able at the hoop and will 
look to exploit that.

“We have a lot of guys 
who can score,” Dicker-
son said. “My job is to find 
those guys. If we play as 
a team, I think we have 
a great chance to win the 
championship.”

The stars seem to be 

aligning (or un-aligning 
on the opposite bench) for 
Nove and company, and 
if you look at the past, 

there’s a good chance 
White will come out of this 
game with another title. 

“Every year I’ve played 

in [Prime Time], I’ve won 
it,” he said. “So I have to 
win it again. Got to go for 
the sweep.”

Anthony Clemons throws a pass to Adam Woodbury during a Prime Time playoff game on July 24 in North Liberty. Clemmons and 
Woodbury both scored 24 points in the win. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)
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Woodbury’s absence may affect title game



• Dev/Iowa Bootcamp, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Thinc Lab
• PubMed: Going Beyond the Basics, 10 a.m., Hardin Library
• Final Thesis Defense, “Mechanistic Studies 

of Alternative Thymidylate Synthase, or How to 
Cannibalize Flavin,” Tatiana Mishanina, 2 p.m., C29 
Pomerantz Career Center

• Open Lab, 4 p.m., Beadology, 220 E. Washington
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Heather Gudenkauf, 

fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Dogs in Ecstasy, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Electric Rag Band, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• SoulShake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

Presidential 
Nickname or 

Tolkien Character?:
1. Sage of Lindenwald
2. Scatha the Worm

3. Sharp Knife
4. Galena Tanner

5. Bard the Bowman
6. Boatman Jim

7.    Roac the Raven
8.    Theodore the Meddler

9. Wormtongue
10. Goldberry

11. Cincinnatus of the West
12. Gwaihir the Windlord

13. Little Magician
14. Wandlimb
15. Mad Monk

16. Red Fox
17. Old Kinderhook

18. Treebeard
19. Young Hickory of the 

Granite Hills
20. Duke of Braintree

Andrew R. Juhl  Nicknames: 1, 3, 4, 6, 
8, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20; Tolkien: 2, 5, 7, 9, 

10, 12, 14, 18.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Most of the things worth doing in the world had been declared  
impossible before they were done. 

—Louis D. Brandeis

Thursday, July 31, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You can take on a challenge, but don’t 
be too quick to comment or criticize. Put your energy into personal 
advancement and improvements. Don’t let anyone bully you. Don’t 
strike back with force; let success be your revenge.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t promise more than you can de-
liver. Someone will count on you to live up to a promise you made. 
Don’t let your work slip because your mind is on other things. Make 
plans to spend quality time with someone special.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your good friends will back you, but 
someone you work with or for is likely to put pressure on you. Stay 
within your budget, and you will avoid criticism and worry. Avoid 
impulsive personal changes.CANCER (June 21-July 22): You don’t 
have to impress anyone, so don’t feel obligated to make a donation 
or impulsive expenditure. Put greater effort into a unique idea, trip, 
or skill you would like to master. Love will lead to greater stability at 
home.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You tend to think big. Take a step back, and 
listen to advice. Starting small and working your way toward some-
thing great will ensure that you don’t cause anyone added stress. A 
feud will develop if you are overbearing.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Do whatever you can to make your 
money grow for you. Don’t donate or let your generosity lead you 
to the poorhouse. Keep your spending to a minimum, and lock your 
savings up in a safe place.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Look at the big picture. Avoid arguments 
with colleagues and peers. Do your job, and stay out of trouble. It’s 
what you accomplish that will count, not what you say you are going 
to do. Don’t let an emotional matter affect your productivity.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Keep life simple. Look at all your op-
tions. Find a way to do more with less. Put love on a pedestal, and 
plan something romantic. Creative projects will lead to an unusual 
opportunity. A change in lifestyle will be beneficial.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Collect old debts, and consider 
investments that will allow you to use your skills in unusual ways. 
A change at home must be made for the right reasons. Don’t let a 
personal matter cost you or lead to impulsive action.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t bother sharing your personal 
thoughts with peers, friends, or family. Focus on work and partner-
ships that can help you gain financially or professionally. Less talk 
and more action will lead to your success.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Stick to what’s important to you and 
to your future. Incorporate what you know and what you can do 
comfortably into your daily routine. Good fortune is heading your 
way, and financial gains will come from an unexpected source.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Do what you can, but don’t take on re-
sponsibilities that don’t belong to you. Do something to boost your 
confidence or make you feel good about the way you look and what 
you have to offer. Romance will lead to personal stability.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m.-Midnight Into the Void

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM:

daily_iowan



many of its possessions.
Guard Jaqui Kalin led 

Larson’s team with 31 points 
and 7 assists, but despite 
her effort could not bring the 

team within double digits of 
Unkrich’s in the second half.

When Kalin did pene-
trate Unkrich’s perimeter 
defense, center Chase Coley 
protected the paint, making 
easy buckets down low hard 
to come by for Larson and 
Company.

At halftime, Coley was 
named the league’s Defen-
sive Player of the Year.

Unkrich’s team communi-
cated with other on switches 

and designed plays, exe-
cuting their help defense to 
near perfection.

Defensively, they gave up 
just 26 points in the first 
half and only 58 by the time 
the game was finished.

Disterhoft was unstoppa-
ble on offense, and the de-
fense as a whole smothered 

Larson’s players. In essence, 
it was the same game that 
Unkrich’s team has played 
all summer. 

Now, it has a champion-
ship to show for it.

“All of our success was 
based on how well we 
worked as a team,” Unk-
rich said. “We got off to a 
hot start but kept our cool. 
They put together a couple 
of runs, but we made sure to 
get the points back.”
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and not make a lot of 
mistakes. Defensively, 
they have to replace some 
kids; those linebackers 
were awfully good. But 
they seem to fill some 
kids in pretty easy. And 
I think their schedule is 
set good. I think you take 
those combinations, and 
they’re well-coached, and 

it puts them in pretty 
good position.” 

Iowa will play at Minne-
sota on Nov. 8.

Illinois’ Tim Beck-
man: “I’m excited, be-
cause Iowa is a great 
program, Coach Kirk’s 
done a great job with 
that program, and you 
know you can see that 
they’ve been successful 
with what they do.”

Iowa will play at Illi-
nois on Nov. 15.

Wisconsin’s Gary An-
dersen: “I always have a 
lot of thoughts on Iowa. 
You know what you’re go-
ing to get. We went there 
— it’s not the  toughest, 
but one of the toughest 
places we’ll play at all 
year long. When I say that, 
I mean the fans are awe-
some. It’s a great place to 
play. But it’s a hard place 
to play. … That’ll be a big, 
big game late in the year.”

Iowa will host Wiscon-
sin on Nov. 22.

Nebraska’s Bo Peli-
ni: “What they’re going 
to be, I don’t know. We 
don’t play them until 
the end of the year, and 
I haven’t spent as much 
time on them … I know 
they’re going to be phys-

ical — they’ve got that 
big old back [Mark Weis-
man] who’s back again; it 
seems like he’s been play-
ing college football for 
25 years, and he is a big, 
physical player. They’re 
going to be well-coached 

and do what they do.”
Iowa will host Nebraska 

on Nov. 28.

Follow @dipregame on 
Twitter for updates, news 
and analysis about the Io-
wa football team.

DISTERHOFT
CONTINUED FROM 8A

COACHES
CONTINUED FROM 8A

 ‘When you have good players who work together, 
you have yourself a great team.’

— Brendan Unkrich, coach

FOLLOW US ON 
TWITTER!

@DI_SPORTS_DESK

Iowa’s Ally Disterhoft lays the ball up on Wednesday in the North Liberty Community Center. Brendan Unkrich’s squad defeated Randy Larson’s team for the Game Time title, 81-58. 
(The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)



By CHARLES GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

Brendan Unkrich’s team 
came into the Game Time 
League championship 
Wednesday with a dom-
inant season on the line 
against Randy Larson and 
Company.

Unkrich’s squad left with 
not only a championship 
but also a perfect season.

“We were fortunate to 
have the right pieces to 
the puzzle this year,” Unk-
rich said. “When you have 
good players who work to-
gether, you have yourself a 
great team.” 

Larson’s team played 
without Iowa guard Melis-
sa Dixon, the league’s sec-
ond leading scorer. Her ab-
sence proved too much for 
the team to overcome, and 
Unkrich’s team won, 81-58.

“Melissa Dixon’s one 
of the best players in this 
league by far,” Unkrich 
said. “Give Larson credit; 
his team still came out with 
a ton of energy.”

But without its star 
player, Larson’s team was 
no match for the deep and 
defensively smothering Un-
krich squad.

Iowa guard Ally Dister-
hoft scored a game-high 
36 points for Unkirch and 
added 8 rebounds, pacing 

the offense and consis-
tently scoring in traffic at 
the basket.

“We just came out here 
and played aggressively,” 
she said. “We pushed the 
ball, and moved the ball 
on offense, and found the 
open looks.”

Disterhoft was named 

MVP of the Game Time 
League at halftime, af-
ter leading the league in 
scoring. She shot 12-of-
22 from the field for the 
game.

Unkrich’s team scored 
the first 11 points of the 
contest and never looked 
back.

As well as Disterhoft 
played offensively, the de-
fense once again gave Unk-
rich’s team the edge.

“Courtney Straight and 
Moran Lonning do the 
little things that don’t 
show up in the stat books 
but that really give you 
the opportunity to win 

games,” Unkrich said.
Straight, a guard from 

Truman State, and Lon-
ning, a guard from North-
ern Iowa, kept Larson’s 
guards out of the lane all 
night, forcing the team in-
to contested jump shots on 

Adam Arbour will join the 
Iowa softball staff as an assistant 
coach, head coach Marla Looper 
announced Wednesday. Arbour 
will handle 
Iowa’s 
offense.

“Adam 
is a quality 
human be-
ing first and 
foremost,” 
Looper said. 
“That is 
something I 
look for, not 
only in our student-athletes, but 
also in our staff, because ultimate-
ly, we are in the people business. 
Second, he has a lot of energy and 
passion for the sport of softball

Arbour most recently spent 
his time as a volunteer assistant 
coach at Alabama for four seasons. 
Alabama won the NCAA national 
championship in 2012 and was 
runner-up in the Women’s College 
World Series this past season.

Before he was in Tuscaloosa, Al-
abama, Arbour was a student man-
ager at Michigan and a member of 
the Michigan baseball team.

“Working with [Looper] 
and [assistant coach] Adrianna 
Baggetta and returning to the Big 
Ten ultimately attracted me to the 
University of Iowa,” Arbour said. 
“We have a great opportunity to 
compete for championships in the 
future, and I am excited to build 
upon the foundation they have 
created. I can’t wait to get to cam-
pus, meet the team, and engage 
with the staff.

— by Danny Payne

SPORTS
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Arbour
assistant softball 
coach

Arbour to join 
softball staff

SCOREBOARD

Rockies beat Cubs 
in 10

UPCOMING SCHEDULE

MLB
Colorado 6, Chicago Cubs 2 
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Texas 3, NY Yankees 2 
Kansas City 3, Minnesota 2 
NY Mets 11, Philadelphia 2
Milwaukee 5, Tampa Bay 0
Arizona 5, Cincinnati 4
Washington 4, Miami 3
Houston 8, Oakland 1
San Francisco 7, Pittsburgh 5
Baltimore 4, LA Angels 3
Cleveland 2, Seattle 0
Toronto 6, Boston 1
LA Dodgers 3, Atlanta 2
San Diego 12, St. Louis 1 

CHICAGO  — Brandon Barnes 
hit a tiebreaking RBI single in the 
10th inning, and the Colorado 
Rockies beat the Chicago Cubs, 
6-4, on Wednesday night.

Colorado loaded the bases on 
two walks and Michael McKenry’s 
third hit of the game before 
Barnes singled to left with one 
out against Wesley Wright (0-2). 
Drew Stubbs then scored on a wild 
pitch, helping the Rockies stop 
a three-game slide. Rob Scahill 
(1-0) pitched a scoreless inning 
for his second major-league win, 
and Adam Ottavino got three outs 
for his first career save. 

—Associated Press

Prime Time League 
Championship

Ron Nove’s team vs. Randy Larson’s 
team, 7 p.m. Today, North Liberty 
Community Center

Coaches praise Hawkeye fooball

Wisconsin head coach Gary Andersen reacts after the game in Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 2, 2013. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

Disterhoft leads championship run

SEE DISTERHOFT, 7A

Iowa’s Ally Disterhoft surveys the court on Wednesday in the North Liberty Community Center. Brendan Unkrich’s squad defeated Randy Larson’s team for the Game Time 
title, 81-58. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

GAME TIME LEAGUE

BIG TEN MEDIA DAYS

Head coaches around the Big Ten spoke highly of the Iowa football team during media days in Chicago.

By DI PREGAME STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

CHICAGO — The 2014 Big Ten media days 
wrapped up on Tuesday morning. For the Io-
wa football team, this means just a week be-
fore its own media day in Iowa City.

Football is now in full swing. The Hawkeyes 
are set to face eight Big Ten foes this season: 
Purdue, Indiana, Maryland, Northwestern, 
Minnesota, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Nebras-
ka.

The Daily Iowan’s football beat writers 
spoke with each of the head coaches. Below 
is what each coach had to say about Iowa for 
the upcoming season.

Purdue’s Darrell Hazell: “Obviously, it’s 
a great program. [Head coach Kirk Ferentz] 
has done an unbelievable job there. But we’re 
a ways away from that one.”

Iowa will play at Purdue on Sept. 27.

Indiana’s Kevin Wilson: “I know they’re 
good. I know they have one of the best play-
ers in the league in that left tackle [Branbdon 
Scherff]. I know, last year, they got back to 
playing football the way Kirk’s always done 
it. … It’s a tough place to play. I know they’re 
excited. They’re going to be good.”

Iowa will host Indiana on Oct. 11.
Maryland’s Randy Edsall: “I just know 

this: I have a tremendous amount of respect 
for Kirk Ferentz in terms of what he’s done. 
I’ve known him for a while. I just know it’s 
going to be a tough, physical game. They’re 
going to be well-coached. Their team is going 
to be well-prepared. I just know those are the 
kinds of guys you want to go against. You’re 
going to have to beat them. They’re not going 
to beat themselves.”

Iowa will play at Maryland on Oct. 18.
Northwestern’s Pat Fitzgerald: “You 

can set your watch on the consistency of 

Kirk’s teams — fundamentally outstanding, 
mentally, they very rarely beat themselves. 
Physically, they’re always one of the tough-
est, I mean, you walk out of the week against 
Iowa, and you’re sore as you know what.

“… Big Ten did us another great favor, and 
we have to go to Kinnick again — it’s unbe-
lieveable, how many times we’ve played out 
there in my nine years … I really enjoyed it 
as a player out there because the fans knew 
more about me than I knew about myself.”

Iowa will host Northwestern on Nov. 1.

Minnesota’s Jerry Kill: “Again, their 
quarterback is getting even better, I thought 
throughout the season. It always starts there. 
Offensive line-wise, they’re good like they al-
ways are. [They have] good backs, that’s who 
they are. They’ll control the football on you 

Throwback Thursday

JULY 31, 1997 — Former Iowa 
offensive lineman Ross Verba 
ended his 22-day holdout. Verba 
was the No. 30-overall pick by 
Green Bay the 1997 NFL Draft. 
Packer General Manager Ron Wolf 
described the negations as some 
of the most frustrating he had ever 
been involved in.

SEE COACHES, 7A

Ally Disterhoft and defense capped off a perfect season for Brendan Unkrich’s team.



By EMMA MCCLATCHEY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

Before Book of Mormon became a scan-
dalous Broadway sensation, there was 
Hair, the “love-rock” hippie musical of the 
’60s that dared to stage drug use, nudity, 
an antiwar mentality, and an ethnically in-
tegrated cast. Oh, and a lot of hair.

“There had never been a musical like that 
on Broadway,” said John Cameron, the head 
of the University of Iowa acting program. “It’s 
certainly not a musical comedy; it’s a protest.”

Nearly 50 years after Hair ignited the 
“age of Aquarius,” a new generation of ac-
tors from the City Circle Acting Compa-
ny — a Coralville-based community the-
ater group started in 2008 — will produce 
its own rendition of the play, directed by 
Cameron. Performances will take place at 
the Coralville Center of the Performing 
Arts, 1301 Fifth St., starting Friday eve-
ning and running through Aug. 3.

With lyrics composed by James Rado 
and Gerome Ragni and music by Galt 
MacDermot, Hair follows a “tribe” of 
hippies in New York City as they find 
their place in the 1960s counterculture. 
Faced with everything from conserva-
tive parents to the war and the draft, 
this “haggle of hippies” — so called by an 
adult character in the show — protest 
the Vietnam War, stretch their sexuali-
ty, dabble in illegal drugs, and, of course, 
grow out their hair.

“When Hair was created, it spoke of its 
time to the people that lived it,” said Anei-
sa Hicks, who plays Dionne in the show. 
“With Hairspray [and Spring Awakening] 
it’s speaking about a time from a differ-
ent perspective. But there’s something so 
time-capsule-y about Hair; I don’t know if 
other shows can touch it. After years of its 
being up, people still love it.”

Cameron said he has been a Hair fan 
since it first hit Broadway in 1967. As a 
high-school student, Cameron saw parents 
grimace about and kids cheer for the con-
troversial new play.

“This show is my generation’s Rent. 
We went crazy for it,” he said. “We even 
staged some scenes for a high-school re-
vue and got in a bit of trouble for it. … 
Today, my connection to the play is more 
intellectual than when I was 16, when it 
was about rebellion.”

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 4 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.
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weekend events
Today 7.31

Friday 8.1

Saturday 8.2

Sunday 8.3

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

Guardians of the Galaxy

Comic Con may have just wrapped up 
in San Diego, but fear not; Guardians 
of the Galaxy, based on Arnold Drake’s 
comics published by Marvel in 1969, 
should satisfy nerd needs. The film 
follows an eclectic collection of 
characters, including an American 
pilot and futuristic cons, who must 
combine forces to defeat a daunting 
cosmic force. (Be sure to check out 
The Daily Iowan’s review of Guardians 
of the Galaxy.)

What If

Daniel Radcliffe, three years removed 
from Harry Potter, stars in this film 
as Wallace, a medical-school dropout 
unable to settle into a good, healthy 
relationship. All his friends, though, 
seem to have no problem finding that 
special someone. Wallace hits pause 
on his love life, then meets Chantry 
— and Chantry’s boyfriend. As their 
friendship blossoms, Chantry and 
Wallace wonder, “What if the love of 
your life is actually your best friend?”

FILMSCENE

Get On Up

The Godfather of Soul, James 
Brown, can never be replicated, 
but Chadwick Boseman does his 
best to portray the legendary mu-
sician in Tate Taylor’s newest film. 
Rooted in Brown’s life, the movie 
looks inside the man’s music, 
emotions, and actions throughout 
his time as a musician and even 
before. Starting from his impov-
erished childhood, audience see 
Brown evolve into the influential 
figure they’ll all recognize.
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Tiny Ruins belies 
its name

By ANA BARRETT
anastasia-barrett@uiowa.edu

When I spoke with 
Hollie Fullbrook, the 
lead singer of Tiny 
Ruins, she was sitting 
next to a beautiful lake 
in British Colombia, 
Canada. Fullbrook 
and bandmates bass-
ist Cass Basil and 
drummer Alexander 
Freer have been on 
tour for the last three 
and a half months and 
will not be home until 
November.

Tiny Ruins’ first U.S. 
tour will bring it to 
Trumpet Blossom Café, 
310 E. Prentiss St., at 9 
p.m. today. Iowa City’s 
Douglas Kramer Nye 
will open the show.

Previously, Tiny Ru-
ins has opened for such 
bands as Beach House 
and Fleet Foxes, but 
also, it headlines its 
own tour, promoting its 
second album, Brightly 
Painted, which Full-
brook said is about 
strength and overcom-
ing adversity.

It’s “an album about 
making the best of 
what you have,” she 
said. The band has en-
joyed its time as the 
opening act, but the 
members look forward 
to being the main event 
on this tour.

“We have a lot of cool 
supporting acts; it’s 
nice to make a connec-
tion to the town you’re 
in — this tour has had 
impressive support 
bands,” Fullbrook said. 
“Headlining is cool 
when people are there 

to see you. When you 
open for another band, 
you feel like you’re a 
nice surprise for the 
audience, and when 
they enjoy it, they have 
discovered something 
new.”

Iowa City singer/
songwriter Nye may 
just be that nice sur-
prise. He released No 
Good Samaritan in 
February 2013 on Al-
most Halloween Time 
Records, a label in Italy.

“The main thing I 
want out of my musical 
career is to keep creat-
ing and recording mu-
sic with the goal of re-
leasing it on vinyl,” Nye 
said. “Then, put that in 
people’s hands so they 
can listen to it on their 
turntables at home.”

He cites themes such 
as love, loss, death, 
family, pain, political 
consciousness, Mother 
Nature, and the Bible 
as main topics for most 
of his music.

“I write notes to my-
self all the time,” he 
said. “Sometimes, when 
I’m walking to work, 
watching a movie, read-
ing a book, or having 
a conversation with 
someone, a couplet or 
quatrain will come to 
me. Over the past five 
years, I’ve complied 
hundreds of these; 
most of the time they’re 
a foundation of a song 
that I then have to 
build around. The time 
it takes me to write a 
song changes from song 
to song. Once in a great 
while, I wake up, and I 
have one sitting there 

waiting for me, and it 
happens really fast.”

Perhaps Nye will 
have a chance to share 
more of his music at 
Trumpet Blossom in 
the future. Katy Meyer, 
the owner and chef of 
establishment, said the 
vegan and vegetarian 
café hosts shows once 
every week or two, de-
pending on the time of 
year and the happen-
ings around town.

“We have different 
food and drink specials 
every night of the week, 
and we’re constantly 
inventing new seasonal 
cocktails and entrées so 
there is always some-
thing tasty to enjoy,” 
she said. “The stage 
was built by a friend, 
Luke Tweedy, when we 
were making renova-
tions to the space back 
in March 2012 before 
we opened. I didn’t 
know quite what would 
transpire in our perfor-
mance space, but it’s 
been a real pleasure 
seeing how the commu-
nity has responded to 
having a unique venue 
like Trumpet Blossom.”

 
Go online to www.

DailyIowan.com/Arts 
to view Tiny Ruin’s 
latest video, “Me at the 
Museum, You at the 
Wintergardens.”

By ANA BARRETT
anastasia-barrett@uiowa.edu 

Every August, Grant 
Park in Chicago hosts a 
three-day music festival 
— a modern Woodstock, 
if you will. People across 
the country flock to the 
hub of Illinois for Lollapa-
looza to see some of the 
biggest names in music. 
In addition to seeing al-
ternative, rock, hip-hop, 
country, and almost every 
other type of genre, there 
are other activities to take 
part in: crafting, comedy 
shows, after-hours shows, 
and much more.

Headliners this year 
include Lorde, Eminem, 
Arctic Monkeys, Outkast, 
Skrillex, and Calvin Har-
ris, just to name a few. Not 
only is the music bump-
ing, but so is the menu. 
Most festival-goers will 

testify that one cannot 
fully enjoy Lollapalooza 
without tasting the wide 
array of different cuisines 
available at Chow Town, 
put on by Chicago’s mas-
ter chef Graham Elliot. 
Local vendors make their 
way to Grant Park to feed 
the thousands of hungry 
hipsters daily. It is always 
fun and interesting to 
take a break and get some 
gourmet vegan stir fry in-
stead of your usual burg-
er and fries from Wendy’s. 
Lollapalooza does not 
mess around with its mu-
sic or food.

The list of Chow Town 
vendors grows every 
year, and this year will 
be the grandest of all. 
Chow Town’s partners 
include Bar Toma, Big 
Fork Brands, Chubby 
Wieners, Edzo’s Burger 
Shop, Franco’s Ristoran-

te, Gyro Café, Kameha-
chi, La Colombe Coffee 
Roasters, Lou Malnati’s 
Pizzeria, Peeled Juice 
Bar, and approximately 
40 more. There will be 
something to snack on 
for anyone who fancies a 
good bite to eat.

Lollapalooza is more 
than your average music 
festival. It transforms 
historic Grant Park in-
to a cultural hub in the 
Windy City, situated be-
tween downtown Chica-
go and Lake Michigan. 
The food, the people, 
and the music cannot 
be matched by anything 
else in the Midwest.

You don’t want to 
miss out, but if you are, 
stick with me on Twitter              
@DailyIowanArts and         
@ana_barrett for coverage 
chronicling my experienc-
es at Lollapalooza.

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Basil Flower 
The Magic: The beginning of 
August is upon us all, so before the 
sweet sand of summer slips through 
your fingers, we recommend 
something sweet, refreshing, and 
delicious. Today we have the Basil 
Flower, a fantastic summer cocktail 
made with a mixture of gin, lemon 
juice, basil sugar, orange bitters, 
and St. Germain elderflower liqueur. 
Preferred garnishes include lemon 
and sunshine.

The Experience: This cocktail 
is a bit sweeter than the recipe 
would have you believe. The citrusy 
lemon and orange flavors are still 
there, but the St. Germain sweet-
ens up the concoction. The basil 
sugar is an unexpected addition 
but adds another dimension to 
the drink. Gin has always had a 
somewhat spicy flavor thanks to 
the juniper berries from which it is 
derived, and the basil 

Advice: You can get a delicious one 
of these at Donnelly’s Pub. The cost 
is $7, which may seem a bit high for 
one drink, but the size, strength, 
and especially the taste of the cock-
tail certainly give you your money’s 
worth. Try one before the summer 
is over, or feel free to make one at 
home for porch chilling. 

— by Isaac Herman

MUSIC
• Dogs in Ecstasy, 9 p.m., 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Electric Rag Band, 10 p.m., 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washington
• SoulShake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

 LECTURES
• PubMed: Going Beyond 
the Basics, 10 a.m., Hardin 
Library

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Heather Gudenkauf, fiction, 
7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque

 MISCELLANEOUS
• Dev/Iowa Bootcamp, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., Thinc Lab
• Open Lab, 4 p.m., Beadology, 
220 E. Washington
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up Perfor-
mance, noon, Downtown
• Friday Night Concert Series, 
Jessica Egli and Surf Zombies, 
6:30 p.m., Pedestrian Mall 
Weatherdance Fountain Stage
• Live Music, 8 p.m., High 
Ground, 301 E. Market
• Bradford Lee Folk & the Blue-
grass Playboys, 9 p.m., Mill
• Jerry Garcia Birthday Bash, 9 
p.m., Yacht Club
• All Dogs Invited, Teen Daad, 
Men from … Beyond, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s
 

THEATER
• Hair, City Circle, 7:30 
p.m., Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1301 
Fifth St.

DANCE
• Ballroom and Latin Danc-
ing, 7:30 p.m., Old Brick, 26 
E. Market
 
MISCELLANEOUS
• Dev/Iowa Bootcamp, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., Thinc Lab
• Downtown Walking Moai, 
noon, Weatherdance Fountain

MUSIC
• Irish Session, 4:30 p.m., 
Uptown Bill’s
• Dave Moore, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s
• Killigans, 9 p.m., Yacht Club

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Kurt Ullrich, nonfiction, 1 p.m., 
Prairie Lights
 
FILM
• Free Movie Series, Seven 
Years in Tibet, 8 p.m., Pen-
tacrest
 
THEATER
• Hair, 2 & 7:30 p.m., 

Coralville Center for the Per-
forming Arts

DANCE
• Milonga: Tango Dance Party, 
7:30 p.m, Senior Center, 28 
S. Linn
 
MISCELLANEOUS
• Farmers’ Market, 7:30 a.m., 
Chauncy Swan parking ramp
• Yoga, 8:30 a.m., Senior 
Center
• 50-Plus Singles Group, 9:30 
a.m., Midtown Family Restau-
rant 2, 1069 Highway 1 W.
• Eckhart Tolle Group of Iowa 
City, 4 p.m., Iowa City Public 
Library, 123 S. Linn

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up Perfor-
mance, 7 p.m., Downtown
 
DANCE
• REAC Dance, 6 p.m., 

Eagle Lodge, 225 Highway 
1 W.
 
MISCELLANEOUS
• Open Lab, Noon, Beadology
• Pub Quiz, 9 p.m., Mill

Lollapalooza returns

publicity photo

MUSIC

Tiny Ruins
Where: Trumpet Blossom 
Café, 310 E. Prentiss
When: 9 p.m. today

FIND AND FOLLOW 
US FOR UPDATES 

ON THE GO!

@DAILYIOWANARTS

@DAILY_IOWAN



Cameron’s adolescent ad-
miration for Hair — which 
would later lead him to di-
rect and act in numerous 
productions of the musical 
in New York — have helped 
the cast get into character,  
actor Melissa Melloy said.

“It seems John Cameron 
may have been a hippie in 
the ’60s, and he shares his 
experiences with us often,” 
said Melloy, who plays Shei-
la in the show. “He’s gotten 
really emotional in rehears-
als telling us what it’s re-
ally like in that time. Be-
cause we have him there to 
see what the true feelings 
were and how passionate 
the people were, it’s easy to 
adapt. It’s quite inspiring.”

While the bell-bottoms, 
colored shades, and flo-
ral patterns of the char-
acters’ costumes make 
Hair an amusing period 
piece, the cast and crew 
said they want their 

performance to be about 
more than ’60s nostalgia.

“We’re in a political age 
in which we think things 
are being accomplished, so 
we’re relaxing a little more 
… It will hopefully remind 
people and push people 
that we can do more,” Mel-
loy said. “People can still 
identify with these themes 
and images. Pushing people 
out of their 
comfort zone 
is excellent.”

Hair fea-
tures several 
“uncomfort-
able” songs 
and scenes featuring racial-
ly or sexually charged lan-
guage, drug use, political 
critique, and nudity that 
may still shock audiences 
today — even though Cam-
eron left out the infamous 
group nude scene at the 
end of Act 1.

“At City Circle, we try not 
to shy away from controver-
sial material — that’s part 
of who we are,” said City 
Circle producer Liz Trac-
ey. “But John really knows 

how far to take it. For him, 
he’s not trying to go for sen-
sationalism but find an im-
portant antiwar message.”

Hicks said she can re-
late to many of Hair’s 
themes as a young black 
woman whose father 
spent a year in Vietnam, 
and whose ex-boyfriend 
did two tours in Iraq.

“It brings you back to 

things happening right 
now,” she said. “I think 
[Hair] gets skewed, because 
people like to highlight the 
drugs and fun. But that 
was trying to go against the 
politics and straight-edged-
ness of the time, and the 
youth were saying, ‘No.’ ”

Despite the serious na-
ture of some of the songs 
— including “Sodomy,” 
“Donna,” and “Three-
Five-Zero-Zero” — other 
Hair tunes have become 

anthems of positivity, 
such as Cameron’s favor-
ite, “The Flesh Failures 
(Let the Sunshine In)” 
and “Aquarius.”

“ ‘Aquarius’ is the free 
spirit, the accepting spir-
it — the sign that em-
braces positivity and pos-
sibility,” Cameron said, 
echoing the famous lyr-
ics, “Harmony and under-

standing/Sympathy and 
trust abounding.”

These Aquarian qualities 
are embodied in the show’s 
young cast, which is made 
up of approximately 50 per-
cent City Circle regulars 
(including Melloy) and 50 
percent UI theater students 
(such as Hicks), ranging in 
age from 17 to 26.

“Theater is theater, even 
if it’s on different levels,” 
Cameron said. “I think the 
word ‘community’ [as in 

community theater] is very 
important. It’s their joy and 
their desire to do some-
thing. I find that young 
people who are interested 
in theater are committed 
and enthusiastic no matter 
what they’re doing.”

Even though the show 
will only run for one week-
end, Hicks said, the cast 
plans to make it count.

“It sucks 
you put in so 
much work, 
and you get 
four per-
formances, 
but whether 

it runs once or 5 million 
times, you get the chance 
to tell a story for people,” 
Hicks said.

Cameron said this sto-
ry, both in its time and 
now, is not always re-
ceived well. But as with 
any strong cultural state-
ment, he said, it’s divi-
siveness is a strength.

“I don’t think that Hair is 
for everyone; it has its own 
audience, and the people 
who love it will come,” he 

said. “I just hope they have 
a good time.”

Hicks shared his belief.
“My hope is that no one 

feels so-so about it,” she 
said. “I would like to put 
up a production that people 
love for a million reasons or 
hate for a million reasons.”

While Hair might make 
audiences squirm, Mel-
loy said, the strength of 
the music, if nothing else, 
makes the show a worth-
while ride.

“You’ll be made uncom-
fortable in a really fun 
way that will blow your 
mind,” she said. “It’s a ra-
re opportunity in the the-
ater and outside.”
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HAIR
CONTINUED FROM 1B

THEATER

City Circle Acting Company’s Hair
Where: Coralville Center for the 
Performing Arts, 1301 Fifth St., 
Coralville
When: Friday through Aug. 3
Admission: $17-$27 for adults; 
$12 for children 10 and under

‘You’ll be made uncomfortable in a really fun way that will blow your 
mind; it’s a rare opportunity in the theater and outside.’

— Melissa Melloy, actor

Aneisa Hicks (Dionne) sings during rehearsal for the musical Hair at the Coralville Center for the Performing Arts on Tuesday. Hair will 
open Friday and run through Aug. 3. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

By ISAAC HERMAN
isaac-herman@uiowa.edu

Lee Walsh, or as he is 
more commonly known 
as, El Dub, wasn’t always 
a solo act. But it turns out 
that it was what he need-
ed to kick-start his career. 

“I played in a band 
called Lunar Funk Theo-
ry for about 12 years be-
fore discovering ‘looping’ 
my music,” said Walsh, a 
career musician who first 
picked up a guitar when 
he was 12 years old. “I 
think that what I’m doing 
now is really cool and in-
teresting, but there’s still 
nothing like jamming with 
other people.”

Walsh is a “looper mu-
sician,” a trend in music 
in which the performers 
record their sound on the 
spot, then uses those loops 
to layer their sound, es-
sentially creating a one-
man band. Iowa City resi-
dents will have the chance 
to hear looped music at 10 
p.m. Saturday at the Yacht 
Club, 13 S. Linn St.

This way, the mu-
sician can create the 
background tracks on 
the spot, and then per-
form their instruments 

live over the recorded 
music. In addition to 
handling the looping 
machine, Walsh plays 
guitar, keyboard, and 
synthesizer on stage. 
In order to provide the 
drum track, Walsh is an 
avid beatboxer.

“I first got into it about 
four years ago and was 
experimenting for a while 
— the first few shows were 
not great,” Walsh said with 
a laugh. “After a while, 
though, it started to click, 
and I got a lot better at 
handling the equipment.”

With no other instru-
ments on stage to back 
him up, Walsh’s equip-
ment is key to having a 
successful show. The most 
important machine is the 
loop station, which records 
and plays back all sounds 
from the synthesizer, key-
board, and guitar. 

In addition to that, loop-
er musicians require clear 
and crisp sound from their 
speakers, because the lack 
of live instrumentation 
can affect the sound qual-
ity. Usually, this means a 
lot more bass to convey El 
Dub’s mixture of funk, reg-
gae, and blues.

“I’ve booked musicians 

with loop machines before, 
and they always want to 
set up their own equip-
ment,” said Craig Golden, 
the owner of music venue 
Space in Evanston, Illi-
nois. “They have a certain 
way of doing things, and 
the sound guys we have 
aren’t used to it.”

Walsh has been tour-
ing the festival circuit 
around the Midwest for 
around 10 years and has 
played numerous times 
at the festivals Shan-
gri-La, Bella, Project 
Earth, and others. He has 
also released two full-
length CDs as El Dub, 
and is working on a third.

His booking agent is his 
wife and fellow musician 
Angie Walsh, whom he met 
while playing together as 
part of Lunar Funk Theo-
ry. They have a 5-year-old 
daughter, who they bring 
along on tour.

Balancing a family and 
constant touring is tough, 
but Walsh has found ways 
to make it work.

Way in the loop

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR THE REST OF 
THIS STORY
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@DAILYIOWANARTS
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Music of the spheres
By NAT ALDER
nathaniel.alder@loop.colum.edu

Music. A thing so affect-
ing, so etched in time, even 
Neanderthals listened to it. 
This is no figure of speech; 
in 1995, archaeologist Ivan 
Turk dug up the hills of 
lusciously verdant Slove-
nian town Cerkno and dis-
covered a piece of what he 
maintained was a most ex-
citing find: an ancient flute. 
The so-called instrument, 
made out of natural materi-
als (cave-bear femur), dated 
back 43,000 years (perhaps 
80,000 years), when Nean-
derthals were alive, and, 
just to clarify, when dino-
saurs were not.

The idea of music having 
such a lasting persistence 
establishes a clear sense 
of purpose — it makes 
people feel. If it didn’t, we 
wouldn’t have listened 
to it all this time, and we 
certainly wouldn’t play it, 
either. Jessica Egli, as a 
high-school freshman, cer-
tainly felt something when 
listening to Billie Holi-
day’s “The Very Thought of 
You” for the first time.

“I was young enough that 
love came in a very physi-
cal, visceral way,” Egli said. 
“When I heard the song, 
I could tell that [Holiday] 
shared that experience, and 
she was projecting it into 
her voice. And I’ve wanted 
to be able to do that ever 
since I heard that song.”

It’s not unsurprising that, 
12 years later, the assiduous 
Ames High ninth-grader 
has gone on to do what she 
yearned to after hearing 
Holiday’s celestial sounds. 
On Friday night, she will 
open for Surf Zombies at 
the Friday Night Concert 
Series at 7 p.m. on the Pe-
destrian Mall’s Weather-
dance Fountain stage.

Like Egli, Brook Hoover’s 
deep-rooted love for mu-

sic dates back to earlier 
years; the Surf Zombies 
brainchild first picked up a 
guitar when he was 13. He 
wasn’t particularly athletic, 
and his dyslexia rendered 
his ongoing education rath-
er arduous. But something 
about the guitar just felt right.

“My friend and I, we 
used to have these huge, 
matching amps,” he said. 
“We would just crank ’em 
up, feel the vibrations, and 
keep going up and down the 
frets until we found harmo-
nies. It was very organic for 
the pre-Internet era.”

The instrumental band 
draws inspiration from surf 
music — Southern Cali-
fornia rock ’n’ roll from the 
early ’60s (think the Beach 
Boys or the opening credits 
sequence from Pulp Fic-
tion) — as well as dabbling 
in slightly younger genres 
such as Brit-invasion punk 
and garage rock. Egli’s solo 
act is equally as eclectic; she 
covers jazz songs of the past 
and accompanies each per-
formance on a ukulele.

“I sing these old jazz 
songs,” she said. “I try to rep-
licate the old-timey sound, 
lots of bravado.”

Egli said the Friday Night 
Concert Series brings a geo-
graphical advantage — the 
location of the event does a 
great job of bringing in peo-
ple from all walks of life — 
which helps musicians such 
as Egli or Surf Zombies to 
gain new followers.

“It’s right in the heart 
of everything, and it’s out-
side,” Egli said. “Even peo-
ple who don’t mean to go to 
the concert can stumble in 
and hear it, so I think it’s re-
ally cool place to showcase 
local artists. I’m just hoping 
that it’s not gonna be 500 
degrees outside.”

Before the concert are the 
pre-show rituals. As with 
any performance, the level of 
preparedness is immaculate.

“I make sure I’ve got my 
strings,” Hoover said. “And 
we go over the set list with 
the band. There are a lot of 
details in these songs.”

The set list can be altered 
for each show, as with Surf 
Zombies, or it can be fairly 
set in stone.

“I always start with a 
song I know really well, 
one that I can play in my 
sleep. `Summertime,’ by 
George and Ira Gershwin,” 
Egli said. “I don’t eat before 
shows usually.”

Tyler Russell, the Surf 
Zombies’ fourth drummer, 
believes that the timeless 
quality of music has the 
ability to bring people to-
gether.

“Music has been around 
since society began in gen-
eral,” Russell said. “The 
great thing about music is 
it can connect people in a lot 
of different ways but on the 
same level as other types 
of art and literature. It’s 
something that people cre-
ate organically and share 
with other people, and the 
whole process of creativity 
like that, people really get 
into it.”

Why wouldn’t they? With 
at least 43,000 years, music 
continually proves to be a 
great, transcending power, 
capable of striking a direct 
chord with our inner feel-
ings — whether it’s a 5-foot 
Neanderthal playing a fe-
mur flute for the first time 
or a jazz singer/hot-rod rock 
band manning the stage 
once again.  

MUSIC
What: Jessica Egli and Surf 
Zombies, Friday Night Concert 
Series
When: 7 p.m. Friday
Where: Pedestrian Mall Weat-
herdance Fountain Stage

Guardians of cinema 
break with the mold

By MATTHEW BYRD
matthew-e-byrd@uiowa.edu

3.5 out of 5 Stars
One of my favorite mo-

ments of “Siskel & Ebert,” 
thankfully available for any 
curious parties to watch on 
YouTube, was when they 
devoted an entire episode 
to discussing the influence 
of Quentin Tarantino on 
American cinema.

It’s not only an incredible 
document of a time when, 
inexplicably, producers de-
cided to allow two of the 
country’s best film critics 

to essentially conduct a 
cinema-studies seminar on 
national television, it also 
provided one of my favorite 
illustrations of why Taran-
tino’s second film, Pulp 
Fiction, is such a master-
piece. Ebert explains that 
Pulp Fiction let the air out 
of the bloated, stale Holly-
wood system by deviating 
from traditional patterns 
of storytelling and dialogue 
in a way that’s so shocking 
it captivates the audience 
from beginning to end. 
Siskel coins the great line, 
“Like all classic movies, it 
criticizes other movies.”

These words were bounc-
ing around my head as 
I watched Guardians of 
the Galaxy, the latest and 
weirdest film in the Marvel 
Comic Universe series. Not 
only weird as in amusing-
ly off-putting alien designs 
and incredibly nebulous 
MacGuffins but also weird 
in how it essentially repu-
diates most of the central te-
nets of modern blockbusters.

GO TO 
DAILYIOWAN.COM

FOR THE REST OF THIS 
REVIEW



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM    THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2014 5B



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM    THURSDAY, JULY 31, 20146B 80 HOURS

The colliding of two separate worlds sparks tragedy
By CONOR MCBRIEN
conormcbrien@yahoo.com

New York Times best-
selling author Heather 
Gudenkauf (The Weight 
of Silence, One Breath 
Away) will read from her 
new book, Little Mercies, 
at 7 p.m. today at Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque.

Little Mercies fol-
lows two characters, so-
cial-worker Ellen Moore 
and 10-year-old Jenny Bri-
ard. Moore, also a mother, 
has her world shaken up 
when she finds herself at 
the mercy of the system in 
which she has worked for 
years, but she has never 
seen the other side of it. 
Meanwhile, Jenny drifts 

motherless through the 
Midwest alone, having 
only a few dollars and her 
wits about her. The worlds 
of these two characters 
collide, and it may be the 
best thing that’s happened 
to either of them, even if 
they don’t know it.

This isn’t the first time 
Gudenkauf has worked 
with Prairie Lights. It 
sponsored her for the Io-
wa City Book Festival and 
worked with her during 
an event at North Liberty 
Public Library.

“We contacted her to 
ask if she could come to 
Prairie Lights this sum-
mer to read from her new 
book after she visited us 
for an in-house Midwest 

Independent Booksell-
ers Association meeting 
last March,” said Prairie 
Lights events coordinator 
Kathleen Johnson. “She 
talked about Little Mercies 
and didn’t just read — she 
spoke passionately about 
her characters, what it 
meant to be the mother to 
a child. She was a really 
good speaker.”

As a mother of three, 
Gudenkauf is able to bring 
a caring and parental tone 
to her work.

“You read in the paper 
about people who leave 
their children locked in a 
hot car, and you never get 
the story of what was re-
ally going on with them,” 
Johnson said. “Heather 

Gudenkauf writes novels 
about issues like this.”

Although her books 
primarily focus on sub-
jects such as parenthood, 
she defines the content of 
work as “regular people 
in extraordinary circum-
stances,” Gudenkauf said. 
Despite extraordinary cir-
cumstances, she said she 
“hopes through my writing 
that readers identify with 
my characters.”

Gudenkauf, a UI Col-
lege of Education grad-
uate living in Dubuque, 
first got into serious writ-
ing in the summer of 2006. 
She was a third-grade 
teacher, very interested 
in writing and wanted to 
pursue a career in it.

“As an educator, [teach-
ers such as myself] are 
continually encouraging 
our students to follow 
their dreams,” she said. 
“I decided to follow my 
own advice.”

Her first novel, The 
Weight of Silence, was 
published in 2009. This 
attracted the attention of 
current editor Erika Im-
ranyi, the executive edi-
tor at Harlequin MIRA, 
an imprint of Harlequin. 
Little Mercies is the first 
book Imranyi has edited 
for Gudenkauf.

“What strikes me the 
most about Heather is 
her authenticity, both as 
a writer and a person,” 
Imranyi said. “Her charac-

ters are real and relatable, 
and they resonate deeply 
with readers — that’s not 
an easy thing to achieve as 
a writer.”

Imranyi and Gudenkauf 
will work together again 
as Gudenkauf begins her 
next book, scheduled for 
publication in 2016. Mean-
while, she will continue 
her book tour this summer.

READING
Heather Gudenkauf
Where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque
When: 7 p.m. today
Admission: Free
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