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By TING XUAN TAN
tingxuan-tan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City School District has 
banded together with seven other 
Iowa school districts in a request to 
opt out from certain 
requirements of the 
No Child Left Behind 
Title I program of the 
Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act.

“[The Elementary 
and Secondary Edu-
cation Act] has been 
in place for quite some 
time, it was supposed 
to be reviewed several times over the 
past decade,” said Mary Ellen Maske, 
the deputy superintendent of Cedar 
Rapids School District. “It has not 
been reviewed at the federal level …”

Federal law requires states that 
wish to opt out of the sanctions to sub-
mit a waiver, Maske said. 

The other seven districts applying 
for this waiver are Des Moines, Cedar 
Rapids, Council Bluffs, Davenport, 
Muscatine, Sioux City, and Waterloo. 

Numerous school officials have list-
ed this overdue reauthorization as an 
obstacle to their goal of helping the 
students in their districts.

By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City School Board will 
soon fill a vacant seat.

The final list of applicants to fill the 
vacant seat was released on Monday.

Ron Conner, Thomas Simmons, Or-
ville Townsend Sr., Phil Hemingway, 
Karla Cook, Jason Lewis, Angela Pit-
kin, John Weihe, and Brian Richman 
were the final nine of the 10 applicants.

One applicant was filed under the 
name Herbert C. Hoover.

Hoover, who died in 1964 at the age 
of 90, was the only U.S. president to 
hail from Iowa. He served as the na-
tion’s 31st Commander-in-Chief.

“Hoover” said in the application 
that his involvement with the School 
District has been having a school 
named after him.

“[The School District] named a el-
ementary school for me in 1954,” the 
applicant said. “Hoover, who died in 
1964 at the age of 90, was the only 
U.S. president to hail from Iowa. He 
had served as the nation’s 31st com-
mander in chief.”

Three of the 10 applicants — Hem-
ingway, Cook, and Lewis — have run 
in School Board elections.

By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

Rain is a part of life in the Midwest, 
and Iowa City has been able to weather 
the storm with relative ease.

The approximately 4 inches of rain was 
most problematic for Iowa City around 7 
a.m. Sunday when parts of South Gilbert 
Street experienced flooding, said Iowa 
City Public Works Director Rick Fosse. 

Major flooding from the Coralville 
Reservoir wasn’t a concern because the 
bulk of the storm was south of the water-
shed, he said.

“It didn’t make too big of a difference,” 
Fosse said. 

This past weekend’s storm brought 
down several tree branches, as well as 
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Council to ponder 
river project

The west side of the IMU is seen on Monday. After approximately 4 inches of rain this past weekend, officials were not 
overwhelmed by flooding and continue to have flood protection on campus. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa City weathers weekend storm
As of 10 p.m. Monday, the Iowa 
River stood at 24.57 feet, around 
2.5 feet above flood stage. 

Applications to fill an open 
School Board seat have 
been closed.

SEE CANDIDATE, 3SEE STORM, 3

School 
districts 
band 
together

List of 
board 
hopefuls 
announced

Maske
deputy superintendent

Several Iowa school districts 
are working together to 
waive part of the No Child 
Left Behind program.

SEE SCHOOL, 3

The Iowa City City Council 
will discuss a roughly $530,000 
whitewater-rafting course 
along the Iowa River tonight. 

By PAUL OSGERBY
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

With recent flood-prevention efforts on 
the Iowa River, it seems this may become 
an annual ordeal.

Now, the Iowa City City Council will 
rev up conversations to proceed with 
river restoration and future flood mit-
igation plans. The council will discuss 
during tonight’s work session. 

Specifically, city officials will pres-
ent plans for a potential new white-
water-rafting course just south of the 
Burlington Street Bridge, in the River-
front Crossings District, following dam 
modifications.

The proposed changes, in addition 
to pending plans to demolish the now 
defunct North Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, 1000 S. Clinton St., will bring a 
new large-scale recreation area that will 
also help mitigate future flooding.

“We want this to be a passive park 
and active park,” said Steve Long, the 
Iowa City community-development co-
ordinator. 

The park will be an open space for ev-
eryone to enjoy along with picnic space, 

Long said, and he hopes the river will 
be suitable for whitewater activity.

It is estimated that the project will 
cost $530,140, and the city will be re-
sponsible for $169,000. The rest is cov-
ered through outside grant funding.

Iowa City recently received $8.5 

million in grant funding to remove the 
waste-treatment facility and redevel-
op parkland in the Riverfront Cross-
ings District. 

If the proposal is passed by the City 

TOP: The dam under the Burlington Street bridge is seen on Monday. The dam’s water level has risen because of flooding on the 
Iowa River in Iowa City. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores) BOTTOM: A fish swims at the Burlington Street dam on Monday. The Iowa 
River is 2.5 feet above flood stage in Iowa City. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

SEE RIVER, 3





Council, Denver-based 
McLaughlin Whitewater 
Design Group will evalu-
ate the area to determine 
which specific adventure 
activities can be imple-
mented in the area.

Long said communi-
ty-development officials 
are looking at potential 
mountain bike trails or 
zip lines across sections 
of the river. 

Citing the death of five 
people as a result of going 
over the dam since the 
1960s, Long said the cur-
rent dam in place is too un-
safe for recreational access. 

However, proposed mod-
ifications to the dam would 
make a multi-mile stretch 
along the river safe for wa-
ter passage, he said. 

Additionally, Long said 
that demolishing the 
North Plant will bring 
down the ground level to 
the floodplain, which will 
absorb rising water.

Iowa City Public Works 

Director Rick Fosse said 
his department will be 
responsible for the demo-
lition of the building, but 
Long’s department will 
begin the recreational re-
development.

The Public Works De-
partment will also pres-
ent a comprehensive plan 
before the City Council in 
further efforts to help with 
future flood mitigation.

Fosse said that Iowa 
City’s overall strategy is 
to combine the demolition 
of the waste-treatment 
facility objective along-

side buyout and Gateway 
Project objectives. The 
goal is to accommodate 
flood flow.

The Coralville Dam is 
responsible for most of the 
flood mitigation.

“There are not a lot of 
people pausing to appreci-
ate that,” Fosse said.

He said that during the 
flood of 2008, the dam 
reduced 40 percent of po-
tential flooding in the lo-
cal area. 

The peak experience 
would have been 33,000 
cubic feet per second as 

opposed to the recorded 
19,200, Fosse said. 

The city’s job now is to 
make sure that as much 
of the exposed land along 
the Iowa River after the 
reservoir dam is within the 
100-year floodplain, he said.

Creating vast amounts 
of green-space along the 
river and zoning to make 
sure that people can-
not build in floodways 
are smart ways for Iowa 
communities to prevent 
future flooding, said Lori 
McDaniel of the Flood-
plain and Dam Sector of 

Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources. 

There is a 1 percent 
chance of flooding per year 
within the 100-year flood-
plain, she said. However, 
when attached to a plot of 
land with a 25- or 30-year 
mortgage, then there is a 
25 percent that serious 
flooding could occur.

“We could have outdoor 
education and classrooms 
with a lot of opportuni-
ties,” Long said. “People 
can learn about Iowa wet-
lands from school age to 
university age and on.”
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contributed to the flooding.
University of Iowa offi-

cials weren’t unduly con-
cerned about the rain-
fall, either. 

Whenever the Army 
Corps of Engineers antic-
ipates large amounts of 
localized rainfall, officials 
are careful to lower the 
outflow of the Reservoir, 
said Dan Guckert, the UI 
associate vice president for 
Facilities Management.

Following a decrease in 
outflow over the weekend, 
the Corps raised the out-
flow back to its previous 
levels on Monday. 

University officials 
aren’t set to release up-
dated figures related to 
campus flooding until 
Friday, UI spokesman 
Tom Moore said. 

Flood warnings will 
remain in effect for both 
Washington and Johnson 
Counties until July 20. 
The Iowa River at Iowa 
City stood at 24.57 feet as 
of 10 p.m. Monday. Flood 
stage is 22 feet. 

On Sunday, the Na-
tional Weather Service 
in the Quad Cities issued 
flood warnings for both 
Johnson and Washington 
Counties. Those warnings 
will stay in effect until 
July 20.

Officials expect the riv-
er level to fall to 23.1 feet 
Wednesday, then remain 
steady for several days.

Sump pumps were used 
to deal with accumulated 
water, with the only dif-
ficulty for workers being 
occasional blockage be-
cause of minor debris.

A sump pump provides 

protection from flood-
ing to buildings and city 
structures. 

Usually they are in spe-
cially constructed sump 
pits. Water flows into the 
sump pit through drains 
or by natural water mi-
gration through the soil 
before being pumped into 
away from the area desig-
nated for protection.

Iowa City wasn’t alone 
in its fight against flooding.

Coralville experienced 
similar problems in ar-
eas with temporary flood 
protection. In these areas 
pumps were also used, 

said Coralville city engi-
neer Dan Holderness.

“We man them to make 
them run, and there 
wasn’t any damage done,” 
he said.

Although city officials 
worked toward clearing 
flooded areas, some busi-
nesses had to adapt on 
their own.

Despite inclement 
weather patterns, a num-
ber of local establish-
ments remained open. 

Opening shift manager 
Adam Carlson of Gumby’s 
Pizza, 702 S. Gilbert St., 
said unless a tornado 

watch is issued, the late-
night restaurant staff do 
their best to stay open.

However, in situations 
where flooding appears 
imminent, they restrict 
their deliveries from trav-
eling to certain areas of 
Iowa City prone to flood-
ing, such as Foster Road, 
he said. 

Carlson said the only 
noticeable change in the 
business’s routine is an 
obligatory increase in de-
livery times. 

“Iowa City streets are 
notorious for backing up 
with water,” he said. 

“Currently, the funds set 
aside for supplemental-ed-
ucation services are limit-
ed to students who attend 
schools that are labeled 
[Schools in Need of Assis-
tance], and not all Title I 
schools are [such] schools,” 
Pam Ehly, the director of 
curriculum in the Iowa 

City School District, wrote 
in an email.

 The reason the districts 
have decided to work to-
gether, Ehly said, is that if 
numerous districts apply 
for the waiver as a group, 
they have a higher chance 
of receiving it.

“Among the schools that 
are applying, last year, 
we set aside $6 million 
to give to outside supple-
mental-service providers,” 
said Thomas Ahart, the 

superintendent of Des 
Moines Public Schools. 
“[They] ended up serving 
no more than 7 percent of 
our students with no mea-
surable results, and we 
think we can do a much 
better job utilizing that 
money ourselves in a sys-
tematic way.”

Officials from both the 
Council Bluffs School 
District and the Cedar 
Rapids School District 
expressed concerns about 

spending a large amount 
on external supplemen-
tal-service providers and 
students not having ade-
quate classroom improve-
ment even with that ex-
penditure. 

On top of that, Martha 
Bruckner, the superin-
tendent of Council Bluffs 
School District, said her 
district has had problems 
with agencies that volun-
teered to help their stu-
dents. Some groups ended 

up not giving the supple-
mentary lessons for el-
ementary and second-
ary-education students if 
they could not get enough 
students to sign up for the 
supplementary lessons.

Another problem that 
the districts face is that 
families are able to choose 
to go to a school that has 
met all their Title 1 school 
targets and the school dis-
trict must provide them 
with transportation, even 

if that school is not large 
enough of a facility.

“In our district, as of 
this year, we believe that 
the only school we can 
send them to is a very 
small school on the edge 
of our district,” Bruckner 
said. “… According to the 
rules, we will have to pro-
vide transportation for 
any families that want to 
go to that school, whether 
we have room or not.”

In a special meeting ear-
lier this month, the board 
said the ideal applicants to 
fill the vacancy would be 
those who are not consid-

ering running in Septem-
ber 2015.

Hemmingway said in his 
application that he is un-
sure whether he will run in 
the September 2015 elec-
tion, and Lewis said the 
same.  Cook marked that 
she is not going to run in 
the 2015 election.

The vacancy came after 
former board President 
Sally Hoelscher resigned 
in June via a late-night 
email to her fellow board 
members and Superinten-
dent Steve Murley. She 
cited personal reasons for 
her departure.

On July 2, board mem-

ber Chris Lynch was elect-
ed to be the new president 
with a 3-2 vote by the oth-
er board members. Board 
member Tuyet Dorau was 
also nominated.

Lynch was elected to 
the board in September 
2013, and his term ends 
in 2017.

SCHOOL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CANDIDATE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

STORM
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



I recently stumbled 
upon an article about 
an artist who uses Dis-
ney Princesses to battle 
violence against women. 
The artist, Saint Hoax, 
previously made a 
controversial series of 
posters in which Jas-
mine, Aurora, and the 
lot were victims of rape 
and incest in order to 
raise awareness about 
those issues. Now, Saint 
Hoax has called upon 
the princesses once 
more to tackle the issue 
of domestic violence.

In this new project 
titled “Happily Never 
After,” we see some of 
our favorite Disney 
girls such as Ariel and 
Cinderella as victims of 
domestic violence. The 
princesses appear to 
have been beaten to a 
pulp, with blood covering 
their faces and their eyes 
black and swollen. At the 
bottom of each picture, 

the caption reads, “When 
did he stop treating you 
like a princess? It’s never 
too late to put an end 
to it.” According to the 
artist, the series is “an 
awareness campaign 
targeting any girl/wom-
an who has been subject 
to domestic violence. The 
aim of the poster series 
is to encourage victims 
to report their cases in 
order for the authorities 
to prevent it from hap-
pening again.”

That’s certainly a big 
goal for these pictures 
of princesses since, in 
the minute it took me to 
look at the photo series, 
24 people in America 
were raped, physically 
attacked, or stalked by 
an intimate partner. 
Domestic violence is the 
leading cause of injury 
to women. One in five 
women who ever expe-
rienced rape, physical 
violence, and/or stalking 
first experienced some 
sort of domestic vio-
lence between the ages 
of 11 and 17. And the 
violence doesn’t end 
with rape, battery, or 
stalking, either.

Between 1995 and 
February 2010, 205 
people were killed in do-
mestic-abuse-related ho-

micides — in the state 
of Iowa alone. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention reports 
that domestic violence 
resulted in 2,340 deaths 
(nationally) in 2007 — 
which accounted for 14 
percent of all homicides. 
Seventy percent of those 
people who were killed 
were women. This prob-
ably hasn’t magically 
disappeared since the 
last reported numbers. 
Yet, most of these cases 
are never reported to 
the police.

I’m definitely not 
trying to bash the 
artist’s work. To be 
honest, when I first saw 
the photos, I was very 
unsettled. The trans-
formed images of the 
princesses whom I once 
adored (and still secretly 
do) are undoubtedly 
gruesome, as the artists 
intended for them to be. 
It would be great if more 
and more women — 
especially young women 
and girls — came across 
these photos because 
they make you think 
about an issue that is of-
ten seen as taboo to talk 
about. And hopefully, 
the photos do encourage 
victims to not stay silent 
about their abuse.

However, what does 
it mean for us to be 
in a society in which 
we are now depending 
on “gruesome” images 
of children’s cartoon 
characters to raise 
awareness about and 
ultimately fix serious 
issues that have been 
plaguing the world for 
years on end — such as 
domestic violence?

Are we trying to 
escape the images of 
our moms, our sisters, 
our friends, and even 
of ourselves by trans-
posing the violence we 
experience to fictional 
beings? Or have we just 
become so accustomed 
to the experience, the 
real-world reports on 
the news, that we no 
longer hope or care 
enough to fight against 
it without having our 
childhood memories 
jostled in the process? 

Either way, it seems 
that our society has 
become immune to the 
images and stories of 
all the real women who 
are victims of domestic 
violence — which is 
very unfortunate and 
a lot more frightening, 
because this is not an 
issue that will just dis-
appear in a few years.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

The U.S. princesses of violence

COLUMN

  In the world of hard, 
cold reality — GOP style, 
Obamacare is, of course, 
a disaster on the scale of 
the Age of Enlightenment 
and the Battle of Vienna 
(not to steal a scene from 
Terry Gilliam or any-
thing).

(Hard, cold reality — 
GOP style, by the way, 
is far, far better than 
that warm, fuzzy brand 
peddled by some other 
people whose vision of 
reality is always cloudy. 
That warm, fuzzy reality 
is cloudy even when hard, 
cold reality — GOP style 
is clearly limpid. Not to 
be redundant or anything. 
And no, Virginia, “limpid” 
has nothing to do with 
“limp.” Go to your corner 
and read a dictionary. 
And not a British one, 
unless you truly enjoy 
eating kidney.)

In that hard, cold 
reality, Obamacare is 
probably even worse than 
the Battle of Vienna. As 
Gail Collins of the New 
York Times points out, 
Republican Ben Carson 
apparently compared the 
Affordable Care Act to 
African-American slavery 
in the enlightened times 
preceding the American 
Civil War. He denied that, 
being a hard, cold realist.

So let’s look at what he 
said: “Obamacare is the 
worst thing that has hap-
pened in this nation since 
slavery, and ... it is slav-
ery in a way because it is 
making all of us subservi-
ent to the government.”

Um, yeah.
The curious thing about 

hard, cold reality and 
Obamacare is that hard, 
cold reality apparently 
sees the health-care re-
form as some sort of Sal-
vador Dali watch dripping 
off the table (or whatever 
it’s doing — Dali being 
Dali, the watch might be 
dripping up the table).

I mean, let’s look at 
some data that the Urban 
Institute has released, 
titled “Number of Unin-
sured Adults Continues 

to Fall under the ACA: 
Down by 8.0 Million in 
June 2014.” From the first 
quarter of 2013 to June 
of this year, the institute 
reports, the percentage of 
U.S. uninsured non-elderly 
adults has fallen from 17.5 
percent to 13.9 percent.

In the states that have 
expanded Medicaid, mostly 
warm, fuzzy reality states, 
the percentage has dropped 
from 14.8 to 10.1. In the 
not-so warm, fuzzy states, 
the percentage-point drop 
is less, but it has still fall-
en: 20.8 to 18.3.

These data are backed 
up by the Commonwealth 
Fund. It reports that 
among Americans 19-64, 
the uninsured rate “de-
clined from 20 percent in 
the July-to-September 2013 
period to 15 percent in the 
April-to-June 2014 period.”

And then there’s Gallup: 
“The uninsured rate in 
the U.S. fell 2.2 percent-
age points to 13.4 percent 
in the second quarter of 
2014. This is the lowest 
quarterly average recorded 
since Gallup and Health-
ways began tracking the 
percentage of uninsured 
Americans in 2008.”

So Obamacare appears 
to be working, especially 
in the states with the 
warm, fuzzy, squishy 
reality. The hard, cold 
reality people might want 
to take notice.

But no.
The hard, cold re-

alists still insist that 
Obamacare is doom, 
doom, DOOM. Worse than 
slavery. Worse than the 
Battle of Vienna (which 
began on Sept. 11, oddly 
enough. That would be 
Sept. 11, 1683, according 
to reports, but they might 
be warm, fuzzy, squishy 
reality reports).

Those hard, cold realists 
include Joni Ernst, the 
Republican candidate for 
Senate in Iowa, running 
in a race that’s considered 
to be highly competitive. 
Ernst, of course, became 
famous for a campaign 
ad featuring her boasting 
about growing up cas-
trating hogs, which is a 
prerequisite for becoming 
a senator. Among hard, 
cold realists, anyway.

The hog featured in the 
photo was in Denmark, by 
the way.

Whose vision of reality 
is cloudy?

Sri Ponnada
Sri-ponnada@uiowa.edu
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In another bloody chapter of what seems like a 
never-ending conflict between the Israelis and 
Palestinians, the United States continues to 

support its longtime ally in the Middle East. Politi-
cians, protesters, and the general public are throw-
ing their collective support behind Israel. In fact, 
since the Pew Research Center began surveying 
U.S. public opinion about Israel in 1978, support 
for the Jewish State has never been higher.

Among Israel’s supporters is Iowa’s own Joni 
Ernst, a Republican candidate running for the seat 
of retiring Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa. Here’s the gist 
of what Ernst’s website says regarding the U.S. al-
liance with Israel: “As history has proven time and 
time again, America has no better friend or more 
loyal ally than she does with Israel.”

Supporting Israel has been a key part of U.S. for-
eign policy for decades among both Democrats and 
Republicans, so none of this is especially surprising.

However, given some of Israel’s recent behavior, it 
would be wise to reconsider the nature of the U.S.-Is-
rael relationship. We’re not saying the United States 
should cease being allies with Israel, but to apply 
the logic of Socrates to foreign policy: the unexam-
ined alliance is not worth having.

If the United States is an ally of Israel simply be-
cause it has always been a friend to Israel, it does 
not follow that an alliance is still a good idea. Pe-
riodically re-evaluating and questioning old beliefs 
is the rational thing to do, especially when dealing 
with matters of public policy, and that’s exactly how 
Americans and their politicians ought to approach 
the ongoing crisis in Israel.

It all began late last month after the killing of 
three Israeli students. From the beginning, Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has held 
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority responsible 
for the deaths, the New York Times has reported. Is-
rael immediately responded by sending thousands 
of troops into the West Bank, arresting hundreds of 
Palestinians, many of whom were top-ranking mem-
bers of Hamas. Netanyahu and Israeli military of-
ficials refused to disclose the evidence surrounding 
who was responsible for killing the three students.

Nevertheless, Israel chose to target Hamas in the 
following days, which the BBC reported has claimed 

at least 175 lives as of Monday afternoon. The Unit-
ed Nations estimates the vast majority of Palestin-
ians killed are civilians. In spite of rocket attacks 
launched in retaliation by Hamas (a ruling political 
faction in Gaza branded a terrorist organization by 
the United States, Israel, and the European Union), 
the U.S.-supported Iron Dome missile defense sys-
tem has ensured that no Israeli civilians have died.

Netanyahu defended the extremely lopsided casu-
alty ratio by suggesting that Hamas was launching 
rockets from areas that are densely packed with ci-
vilians. Therefore, in responding to Hamas rocket at-
tacks, some Palestinian casualties can’t be avoided.

Agree or disagree with Israel’s actions, this is a 
heavy-handed response. Relative to the deaths of 
three Israeli students, tragic as it is, cracking down 
in this manner seems like a disproportionate reac-
tion. Rogue members of Hamas did in fact commit 
these horrifying murders, but is it right to hold all of 
the Palestinian people responsible?

According to the Fourth Geneva Convention, to 
which both United States and Israel have agreed, 
“No protected person may be punished for an offence 
he or she has not personally committed. Collective 
penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation 
or of terrorism are prohibited.”

Furthermore, since 2006, Israel has blockaded 
Gaza to deter Hamas rocket attacks. This has cut off 
much of the fuel supply, consequently making food, 
medicine, and electricity hard to come by. Crippling 
poverty and massive unemployment have followed.

Compounding these problems, Israel insists on 
constructing new settlements in the West Bank, 
tightly regulating Palestinians in their daily lives, 
and now is harshly retaliating against an entire peo-
ple for the crimes of a few.

Granted, in the past, the international community 
has condemned Hamas as well as Israel for commit-
ting war crimes. 

Loyalty is a virtue, but so is justice. Many of Isra-
el’s actions of late violate international law. They are 
unjust. They are cruel. They are not conducive to the 
peace process. We ask Ernst — not just Ernst, but all 
U.S. politicians — is that the kind of nation America 
wants to call her ally? At the very least, she should 
be on the side of peace. 

EDITORIAL

Re-examine Israel as an ally

ONLINE COMMENTS

Re: Floodwaters rise again

Living with nature in the Midwest 
— always a challenge, and NOT for the 
faint-hearted.
Pam Jarvis 

Re: In the heart of
Iowa City

I realize this is an opinion piece, 
but your assertion that we all know 
that “art is not exactly a financial 

stable industry” is misinformed. 
In fact, the arts tend to do well 
during financial crisis, and in Iowa 
City alone, most of the downtown 
arts organizations have celebrated 
between 30 and more than 100 

years of continued presence serving 
our community. Many people believe 
what you say to be true, but take 
a look at the economic impact of 
the arts.

Katie Roche

Reality clouded 
over again

COLUMN
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By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a 
rush to cut a huge back-
log of claims for disability 
benefits, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs is 
making payments to tens 
of thousands of veterans 
without adequate med-
ical evidence that they 
deserve the benefits, the 
department’s inspector 
general’s office said on 
Monday.

Without improvements, 
the VA could make un-
supported payments to 
veterans totaling about 
$371 million over the 
next five years for claims 
of 100-percent disability 
alone, said Linda Halli-
day, an assistant inspec-
tor general.

The Inspector General’s 
Office also found wide-
spread problems at VA 
regional offices in Phil-
adelphia and Baltimore, 
including mail bins full 
of disability claims and 
associated evidence that 
had not been electronical-
ly scanned for three years.

Spot inspections re-
vealed that VA also made 
errors in one in four 
claims involving traumat-
ic brain injury, Halliday 
told the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee in pre-
pared testimony. The As-
sociated Press obtained 
a copy of her testimony 
in advance of the panel’s 
hearing Monday night.

“Improved financial 
stewardship at the agency 
is needed,” Halliday said. 

“More attention is critical 
to minimize the financial 
risk of making inaccurate 
benefit payments.”

Special initiatives de-
signed to remove older 
claims and speed pro-
cessing of new claims 
are worthwhile, Halliday 
said, but in some cases 
they “have had an ad-
verse impact on other 
workload areas such as 
appeals management and 
benefits reductions.”

The VA used the hear-
ing to claim “tremendous 
progress” in reducing a 
disability claims back-
log that reached about 
611,000 in March 2013. 
The backlog is now about 
275,000 — a 55 percent 
decrease from the peak, 
said Allison Hickey, un-
dersecretary for benefits 
at the VA.

Last year, the Veterans 
Benefits Administration 
completed a record 1.2 
million disability rating 
claims, Hickey said, and 
the agency is on track 
to complete more than 
1.3 million rating claims 
this year. More than 90 
percent of the claims are 
being processed electroni-
cally, she said.

The VA has long strug-
gled to cope with disabil-
ity claims. The backlog 
had intensified in recent 
years as more solders re-
turned from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and as the VA 
made it easier for Viet-
nam-era veterans to get 
disability compensation 
stemming from exposure 
to Agent Orange.

The VA has set a goal 
to process all claims with-
in 125 days at 98 percent 
accuracy in 2015, but so 
far has fallen far short. 
The agency now process-
es most claims within 154 
days at a 90-percent accu-
racy rate, compared with 
an accuracy rate of 86 
percent three years ago, 
Hickey said. At one point, 
veterans were forced to 
wait an average nine to 10 
months for their disabili-
ty claims to be processed.

“It has never been ac-
ceptable to VA … that 
our veterans are experi-
encing long delays in re-
ceiving the benefits they 
have earned and deserve,” 
Hickey said. She said the 
department has spent the 
past four years redesign-
ing and streamlining the 
way it delivers benefits 
and services.

Halliday, however, said 
her investigators have 
found numerous problem 
in handling VA benefits, 
including faulty claims 
processing that “increas-
es the risk of improper 
payments to veterans and 
their families.”

Inspectors surveying 
Philadelphia’s VA bene-
fits center in June found 
mail bins brimming with 
claims and associated evi-
dence dating to 2011 that 
had not been electronical-
ly scanned, she said.

Inspectors also found 
evidence that staffers at 
the Philadelphia regional 
office were manipulating 
dates to make old claims 
appear newer. The find-

ings are similar to prob-
lems that have plagued 
VA health centers na-
tionwide. Investigators 
have found long waits for 
appointments at VA hos-
pitals and clinics, and fal-
sified records to cover up 
the delays.

In Baltimore, investi-
gators discovered that an 
employee had inappropri-
ately stored thousands 
of documents, including 
some that contained So-
cial Security data, in his 
office “for an extensive 
period of time.” About 
8,000 documents, includ-
ing 80 claims folders, un-
processed mail and Social 
Security information of 
dead or incarcerated vet-
erans, were stored in the 
employee’s office, Halli-
day said.

Kristen Ruell, an em-
ployee at the VA’s Pen-
sion Management Center 
in Philadelphia, told the 

committee that mail rou-
tinely “sat in boxes un-
touched for years” at the 
pension office. Once, after 
becoming concerned that 
unopened mail was being 
shredded, Ruell opened 
the boxes and took photos. 
Instead of addressing the 
problem, she said, VA su-
pervisors enacted a policy 
prohibiting taking photos.

After VA officials in 
Washington issued a di-
rective last year ordering 
that a backlog of claims 
older than 125 days be 
reduced, the Philadelphia 
office “took this to mean 
that they could change the 
dates of every claim old-
er than six weeks,” Ruell 
said. While pension center 
managers later told the 
Inspector General’s Of-
fice that the mislabeling 
was based on a misunder-
standing of the directive, 
Ruell said, “these behav-
iors are intentional.”

The incorrect dates 
“are used to minimize 
the average days pend-
ing of a claim to make 
the regional office’s 
numbers look better,” she 
said. For instance, claims 
that should have been 
dated 2009 were dated 
2014, “therefore making 
the claim appear ‘new,’ ” 
she said.

“The VA’s problems 
are a result of morally 
bankrupt managers that 
through time and [gov-
ernment service] grade 
have moved up into pow-
erful positions where they 
have the power to and 
continue to ruin people’s 
lives,” Ruell said.

Lawmakers in both 
parties have complained 
about the Obama admin-
istration’s handling of 
the benefits backlog, and 
some have called for an 
independent commission 
to address it.

Kristen Ruell, an authorization quality review specialist at the Pension Management Center in the Veterans Affairs Philadelphia Regional Of-
fice, takes her seat at the witness table on Monday to testify before the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. (Associated Press/Cliff Owen)

VA faces more problems
In rush to cut benefits backlog, VA makes errors. 



• Hardin Open Workshops: Systematic Reviews, 10 a.m., 
Hardin Library
• Story Time, 10 a.m., Defunct Books, Iowa City Marketplace
• Iowa Summer Writing Festival Eleventh Hour, “Creating 
Comic Characters from People You Know (Without Making Them 
Hate You),”  June Melby, 11 a.m., 101 Biology Building East
• Tweens on Tuesday, 2 p.m., Iowa City Public Library
• Farmers’ Market, 3 p.m., Iowa City Marketplace
• Honoring Your Wishes, 5:30 p.m., Senior Center, 28 S. Linn
• Twisted Sister Beaded Bracelet, 5:30 p.m., Beadology, 220 
E. Washington

•  “Live from Prairie Lights,” June Melby, memoir, 7 p.m., 
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Tango Club Practica, 7 p.m., Senior Center
• Seun Kuti & Egypt 80, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington

today’s events

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

Things I Hope 
are Not on My 

Tombstone: 
• He should have asked 

his doctor if he was healthy 
enough for that.

• There’s a fine line between 
a “America’s Funniest Home 
Videos” and “Faces of Death.”

• The look on his face was 
worth it.

• Ah well, the rest of you 
will be gone in 2015, anyway.

• Can’t believe he ate the 
whole thing.

• We told him those canni-
bals weren’t just being friendly.

• It seemed like a good idea 
on paper.

• Darwin Award Finalist.
• Here rests most of him 

— all the parts we could 
find, anyway.

• He shouldn’t have tried 
that at home.

• Guess his neighbor real-
ly was a serial killer.
• His last text: “On the 

interstate, almost there — 
aaaaaahhhhh.”

• We told him not to look 
down.

• He didn’t expect the 
Spanish Inquisition.

• My other tombstone is 
marble.

• Should have picked “truth.”
• It seemed just crazy 

enough to work, but it was 
just crazy.

• Get your discount tomb-
stone at BigAlsDiscountTomb-

stones.com
• Anchovies

Andrew R. Juhl thanks Brian Tan-
ner for the material in today’s Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

The best argument against democracy is a five-minute conversation
with the average voter. — Winston Churchill

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Find a creative way to express your feelings 
and what you expect of the people you deal with today. Find solutions 
rather than let your temper flare up. Avoid making a hasty decision re-
garding a personal relationship.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’ll have insight when it comes to finding 
solutions and helping others. Before making any changes at home, try to 
get the green light from anyone who may be affected by your plans. Your 
communication skills will help you get your way.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Concentrate on whatever tasks or responsi-
bilities you have in order to avoid conflicts or complaints. Someone will 
mislead you regarding a job or a change that will influence your position. 
Do your own fact-finding to avoid making a costly mistake.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Try doing things differently. Consider mak-
ing a unique change to where or how you currently live. You can make 
things happen if you take the initiative. New beginnings will give you 
greater insight into the possibilities that await you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You need to change your routine or find a new way 
to motivate and inspire yourself to take charge of your life. Don’t be too 
eager to follow what others do. Find your own way, and invest in yourself.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Look for ways to help out in your community 
or to contribute to a cause or concern. A chance to partner with someone 
unique will open your mind to all sorts of ideas that you can put into motion.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t take on more than you can handle. 
Someone will make you look bad if you are lazy. Make changes that will 
help improve your skills. Problems with partners must not be allowed to 
escalate into an argument you will regret.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make positive changes at home that will 
add to your comfort and give you a space to develop some of your ideas. 
A financial or legal matter will turn in your favor, and money will come 
from an unexpected source.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t be fooled by what others tell 
you. Someone will use emotional manipulation to persuade you to get 
involved in something that isn’t right for you. Focus inward, and make 
personal improvements that don’t involve others.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Accidents, minor mishaps, and unex-
pected last-minute changes will disrupt your day. Plan to take it easy, 
and avoid letting anyone goad you into an argument or situation that is 
dubious or unsafe. Focus on love and romance.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Make changes that will help you advance. 
Experiment with ideas, and develop skills that will help you raise your 
profile and your earning potential. Socialize with people who have some-
thing to offer, and you will find out valuable information.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Take care of personal business, settlements, 
legalities, and financial or medical matters that need your attention. 
Network, and you will find a window of opportunity that is worth ex-
ploring. Your creative imagination will be on target. Follow through with 
your plans.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Sports Block
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-3 p.m. The Lit Show
5 p.m. KRUI News
8-10 p.m. I’ve Made a Huge Mistake
10 p.m.- Midnight Local Tunes
Midnight -2 a.m. DJ Pat
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San Francisco Giants
So far this season the 

Giants have been the 
most impressive team 
in Major League Base-
ball. 

Entering the All-Star 
break, the Giants are 
sitting just one game 
behind the Los Ange-
les Dodgers, who have 
recently had a surge of 
success. 

San Francisco has 
sat at the top of the NL 
West for the majority 
of the first half, hold-
ing the best record in 
baseball for four-con-
secutive weeks during 
the month of June. The 
team’s success thus far 
has included excellent 
pitching, timely, clutch 
hitting, and fundamen-
tal play.

Madison Bumgarner, 
Tim Hudson, and Tim 
Lincecum have given 
the Giants great out-
ings on the mound so 
far this season. 

Lincecum’s recent 
success is sure to push 
the Giants back into 
first place once the reg-
ular season resumes. 
Since his no-hitter on 
June 25, the two-time 
Cy Young award winner 
has been 4-0 with an 
ERA of 0.30 in his last 
four starts. 

Names in the line-
up such as Joe Panik, 
Gregor Blanco, Michael 
Morse may only faint-
ly ring a bell, but they 
combine to produce a 
gritty, versatile team 
that continues winning 
despite the loss of such 
key players as Angel Pa-
gan and Brandon Belt to 
injuries. 

Hunter Pence and 
Morse have both been 
key contributors to San 
Francisco’s run produc-
tion thus far. 

Outfielder Pence is 
having an outstanding 
year at the plate for San 
Francisco, hitting .303 
with 12 home runs and 
33 RBIs. He has scored 
66 runs, which is tied 
for second in the Na-
tional League. The right 
fielder has been incred-
ible this year, hitting 
.272 in April, and then 
hitting above .300 in ev-
ery month since. In July, 
he is batting .378 in his 
first 11 games.  

Even without key 
starters, the Giants 
have continued to re-
main as a top team in 
the league. Once the 
team is healthy again, 
it is guaranteed to 
have similar success to 
its dominant month of 
June. 

San Francisco has 
won two championships 

in the past four seasons, 
in 2010 and 2012, both 
times with similarly 
constructed teams. If 
the Giants continue to 
improve, they are sure 
to be major contenders 
in this year’s fall classic. 

—by Erin Erickson

 
Milwaukee Brewers

Some teams just don’t 
get the attention they 
deserve, and the Mil-
waukee Brewers are 
one of those teams.

Last season, the 
Brewers went through 
their share of turmoil. 
The team struggled, 
and face-of-the-fran-
chise Ryan Braun was 
suspended 65 games for 
violating the league’s 
substance-abuse policy.

Nothing much was 
expected from the 
Brewers before this sea-
son, but at the All-Star 
break, they stand as the 
league’s most impres-
sive team.

In a league with no 
salary cap, baseball is 
a sport in which the 
rich get richer. In re-
cent years CC Sabath-
ia, Zach Greinke, and 
Prince Fielder have 
bolted from Milwaukee 
to teams with bigger 
payrolls, forcing the or-
ganization to build from 
within. The strategy 
has paid off.

The Brewers are lead-
ing baseball’s deepest 
division. Behind the 
batting of Carlos Gó-
mez, Jonathan Lucroy, 
and Braun, the team 
has stunned the league 
in the first half of the 
season.

But pitching is the 
most important part of 
a winning team, and the 
Brewers’ starting pitch-
ing has been as good as 
any in the majors. Led 
by ace Yovani Gallardo, 
four of Milwaukee’s five 
starters have an ERA 
under 4.00. 

The Brewers have 
struggled lately, go-
ing 2-8 in their last 10 
games. But their com-
bination of impressive 
hitting and pitching, 

along with their disad-
vantage in attracting 
free agents, has made 
them the most impres-
sive team of the 2014 
season.

— by Charles Green

Oakland Athletics
The Athletics are the 

top team in baseball 
right now, and they 
have been in ESPN’s 
No. 1 spot in the power 
rankings for the past 
two weeks. 

The Athletics have 
the best record in base-
ball at 59-36 and are 1.5 
ahead of division rival 
Los Angeles Angels (57-
37). 

The Athletics have 
a young but talented 
pitcher, Sonny Gray, 
who allowed only 6 hits 
and 1 unearned run in 
Sunday’s game against 
the Seattle Mariners. 

This was Gray’s 10th 
win in the MLB. He has 
pitched exceptionally in 
July, going 3-0 with a 
0.83 earned run average 
in his three starts. 

Gray is a unique 
pitcher; he gets batters 
to chase after around 
40 percent of his curve 
balls out of the strike 
zone, which ranks sec-
ond in the bigs.

Even with Gray and 
his talent, Athletics’ 
general manager Billy 
Beane is making some 
interesting moves to 
stay at No. 1. 

Beane shocked fans 
when he traded top 
prospects Addison Rus-
sell, Billy McKinney, 
and Dan Straily to the 
Cubs for Jason Hammel 
and Jeff Samardzija. He 
made the trade to stay 
ahead of the Angels. 

Another notable Ath-
letics’ player is Brandon 
Moss, who hit his 21st 
home run this season 
during Sunday’s game. 

The A’s will play the 
Baltimore Orioles (52-
42) on Friday. They have 
climbed to ESPN’s No. 6 
ranking after sitting at 
No. 10 last week. 

 
— by Nick Steffen

Which MLB team is 
the best so far?

Milwaukee Brewer Jimmy Nelson pitches to the St. Louis Cardinals during the first inning July 12 in Milwaukee. (Associated 
Press/Jeffrey Phelps)

Oakland’s Jed Lowrie scores as Seattle Mariner catcher Mike Zunino waits for the 
ball in the fifth inning on Sunday in Seattle. (Associated Press/Elaine Thompson)

Follow DI reporters @dannyapayne, @KyleFMann, @willmcDI, 

@Erick_Erinson, and @CharlsGreen, and @NickSteffen12 

Tweet us your opinions, photos 
and follow us for complete sports 

coverage @DI_Sports_Desk

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

With the MLB All-Star game today, the DI debates which team 
has been the best in the first half of the season.



tent team at the Big Ten 
level,” Woody said. “The 
key is being consistent in 
the program and seeing 
this program continue 

to build on the successes 
that we’ve had recent-
ly and continue to move 
this program forward to 
Big Ten titles and NCAA 
championship level.” 

Barta is optimistic 
about the future of these 
Iowa sports under the 
leadership of Woody.

“I’ve known Joey 
Woody since he was a 
student athlete at UNI; 
he was nationally re-
nowned there, and I was 
an assistant athletics 
director during that pe-
riod about 20 years ago,” 
Barta said. 

For Barta, the same 

goes for Shymansky.
“I was made aware of 

[Shymansky] and his 
success shortly after I 
arrived in Iowa City back 
in 2006. So I’m thrilled to 
have both of them lead-
ing our programs, I’m ex-
cited for our future under 
both of their leadership.”

He didn’t play as well in 
his weekend rounds as 
he did in his second, but 
he showed that even if he 
wasn’t playing his best 
golf, he still fought his way 
to pretty damn good finish.

A four hole-stretch 
during his third round 

was most telling. After 
saving a par after a rough 
No. 14, Ihm found himself 
on the fairway’s right side, 
roughly 20 yards behind a 
scoreboard. 

Looking directly into a 
graphic of his face, Ihm set 
himself up well for an easy 
pitch onto the green. He 
then missed a tap-in for 
a bogey. On No. 16, he put 
his ball out of bounds and 
took another bogey.

Sitting at 1-over for the 
tournament, Ihm wouldn’t 
go down. He absolutely 
cooked his drive and put 
his approach 11 feet from 
the hole for a potential ea-
gle. He sunk it, drawing a 
roar from the gallery and 
undoing the mistakes on 
the previous two holes.

Off the green, an oc-
currence put what the 
former Hawkeye was do-
ing into perspective.

Beginning during Ihm’s 
nine-birdie round, a group 
of his friends began “beers 
for birdies,” which meant 
finishing a beverage for 
each hole in which he 
gained a stroke.

Of course, an eagle 
meant two drinks to fin-
ish, and they had to do it 
quickly. This happened 
while their friend walked 
toward the next tee box, at 
age 22.

ern Iowa guard Moran 
Lonning said. “I got faked 
out a couple times pretty 
bad. Playing against peo-
ple like that keeps you 
honest as a defender.”

Logic has as strong of 
a motor as they come, 
averaging 25 points and 
9.7 rebounds per game 

— nearly giving her a 
triple-double average for 
the season. If defenders 
get too caught up in her 
ability to attack the bas-
ket, Logic does not hesi-
tate to show off her long-
range shooting. 

“When she drives in, 
she’s either going to fin-
ish it or lay it to some-
one for the easy basket,” 
Lonning said. “But if I 
sag off and take away 
her drive, she’ll hit the 3 

or mid-range shot.”
Last week, Logic and 

Company had their 
hands full against Lon-
ning and incoming Iowa 
freshman Chase Coley. 
Coley dropped 40 points 
as her team bested An-
derson’s, but the future 
Hawkeye is glad that 
her days playing against 
Logic are numbered.

“She’s really helpful, 
and she’s really good at 
setting people up,” Co-

ley said. “When she has 
the ball, you know some-
thing good is going to 
happen.”

Logic, who admires 
passing point guards 
such as Steve Nash, 
Chris Paul, and Lindsay 
Whalen, knows the time 
is now for her team to 
live up to its potential.

“It’s win or go home 
now,” Logic said. “We 
know this will be our last 
game if we don’t bring it.”

LOGIC
CONTINUED FROM 10
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IHM
CONTINUED FROM 10

COACHES
CONTINUED FROM 10

Steven Ihm chips onto the green at the 18th hole at the John Deere Classic on Sunday in Silvis, Illinois. Ihm, who made his professional début at the tournament, finished 
tied for 27th at 10-under. (The Daily Iowan/Sergio Flores)

SOUTHPORT, En-
gland — This wasn’t 
quite the “shot heard 
around the world,” 
though Mo Martin did 
hear it.

Thinking only about 
the quality of the shot 
— not that it might be 
the winning shot in the 
Ricoh Women’s British 
Open — Martin hit a 
3-wood from just under 
240 yards on the par-
5 18th hole at Royal 
Birkdale and watched it 
bounced along the links 
toward the flag.

“When it was rolling 
on the ground, I said, 
‘Sit.’ And then I said, 
‘Go.’ And it looked per-
fect, so I didn’t have 
anything more to say,” 
Martin said.

And then came a 
sound she won’t soon 
forget.

“I heard it hit the pin 
from the fairway,” Mar-
tin said, the silver tro-
phy at her side. “That 
was a pretty fun feeling.”

The ball rolled against 
the middle of the flag-

stick and settled 6 feet 
away for an eagle. She 
didn’t realize just how 
important it was un-
til an hour later, when 
Shanshan Feng of Chi-
na and Inbee Park of 
South Korea couldn’t 
stay under par and then 
couldn’t make birdie 
over the two par-5 clos-
ing holes to catch her.

Martin closed with an 
even-par 72 — no one 
broke par in the 25 mph 
wind Sunday — and 
finished at 1-under 287 
for a one-shot victory 
over Feng and Suzann 
Pettersen, whose bird-
ie-birdie finish was too 
late to atone for a pair of 
double bogeys earlier in 
the round.

Americans now have 
won the first three ma-
jors of the LPGA Tour 
season for the first time 
since 1999, with Martin 
following Lexi Thomp-
son at the Kraft Nabis-
co Championship and 
Michelle Wie at the U.S. 
Women’s Open.

The beauty of links 
golf is that it can be so 
unpredictable, and the 
biggest surprise turned 
out to be Martin. She 

had never won on the 
LPGA Tour in 63 previ-
ous attempts, and her 
first win made her a ma-
jor champion.

“It’s still soaking in, 
along with champagne 
in my jacket,” Martin 
said, doused by other 
players when she re-
turned from the range to 
collect her trophy. “This 
is just unbelievable. It’s 
literally a dream come 
true.”

She won with an eagle 
— her first of the year, 
not unusual considering 
she is among the short-
est hitters in women’s 
golf. She doesn’t get ma-
ny chances. The timing 
for this one could not 
have been any better.

And she was nev-
er closer than within 2 
shots of the leaders — 
until one shot changed 
everything.

“An absolutely perfect 
3-wood,” she said. “It’s 
definitely one to remem-
ber.”

Feng made eight-
straight pars — that 
constituted a charge on 
this difficult day — un-
til a bogey on the 16th. 
A playoff still looked 

likely with two par 5s 
still to play. She missed 
a 15-foot birdie putt on 
the 17th and hit into a 
bunker on the 18th and 
missed a 10-foot birdie 
putt. She closed with a 
75.

Park, trying to become 
the seventh woman to 
capture four of the LPGA 
Tour’s majors, recovered 
from a double bogey-bo-
gey start to the back 
nine with a 20-foot birdie 
on the 13th, only to fall 
back to even par when 
she went over the 14th 
green and made bogey.

She missed a 12-foot 
birdie putt on the 17th 
and then hit into the 
rough off the tee on the 
18th and into a bunker 
for her third shot. She 
bogeyed the last for a 77.

“Made a lot of mis-
takes that I really didn’t 
need to make,” Park 
said. “Obviously, the last 
hole drive was really 
disappointing.”

Martin was on the prac-
tice range preparing for 
a playoff that never hap-
pened when she hugged 
her caddie, Kyle Morrison.

“Is this real life?” she 
said.

Martin’s shot ices open
By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

Mo Martin becomes major champion with a major shot.
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Before the John Deere Clas-
sic, Hawkeye golf coach Mark 
Hankins made a comment 
about turning professional.

“The day you turn pro, it just 
changes you; you’re just a differ-
ent person,” Hankins said. “Your 
goals change, your determina-
tion increases, you start treat-
ing it more like a job; it’s not 
about being emotional out there. 
It’s just go to work, honestly go 
to work and be the best player 
you can be.”

He was talking about Steven 
Ihm, who made his professional 
début at TPC Deere Run on Ju-
ly 10. But the most impressive 
part wasn’t making the cut after 
firing a 65 (6-under) on the tour-
nament’s second day or his tying 
for 27th in the end at 10-under.

No, the story is not that the 
former Iowa golfer turned pro-
fessional, but rather that he 
turned into a professional. 

It didn’t happen right off the 

bat, however. A rough opening 
round of 73 (2-over) put Ihm 
in the hole early. He missed 
numerous putts for birdie and 
squandered chances to get out 
of the gate hot. Ihm played this 
round in a Hawkeye golf polo.

Things changed the follow-
ing day. The Peosta native sunk 
nine birdies, including six over 
the span of his final nine holes. 
One of his best holes of the tour-
nament came in this span. 

Playing par-four No. 18, Ihm 
sat at even on the day and was 
running out of time to make 

a move to get 
to the 36-hole 
cut of 2-under. 
He hooked his 
approach shot 
within inches of 
a tree and land-
ed the ball with-
in a few feet of 
the pin. He bird-
ied the hole, get-
ting the wheels 

going before making the turn. 
Ihm played this round, 

whether it was by design or was 
a coincidence, in a John Deere 
Classic shirt. 

From that round on, the true 
professional Ihm was on display. 

SPORTS
DAILYIOWAN.COMFOR UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF HAWKEYE SPORTS, FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT @DI_SPORTS_DESKTUESDAY, JULY 15, 2014

 DANNY PAYNE
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu

Scherff, Davis, 
Blythe named to 
Lombardi list

UPCOMING
SCHEDULE

Iowa football players Austin Bly-
the, Carl Davis, and Brandon Scherff 
have been named to the Rotary 
Lombardi Award Watch List, the award 
committee announced Monday. The 
trophy is presented annually to the 
best lineman or linebacker in college 
football.

The list includes 123 athletes from 
76 universities. Past champions have 
included Aaron Donald, formerly of 
Pittsburgh, Manti Te’o, formerly of No-
tre Dame, and Luke Kuechly, formerly 
of Boston College.

Blythe started all 13 games at 
center last season for Iowa and is a 
member of the Rimington Award 
Watch List.

Davis tallied 42 tackles as a junior 
and is on the Bednarik Award Watch 
list and the Outland Trophy Watch List.

Scherff was named the team’s 
offensive MVP as a junior and is on the 
Outland Trophy Watch List.

— by Danny Payne

Game Time League Playoffs (All games 
held at North Liberty Community 
Center)
Pat McCool’s team vs. Brian Joens’ 
team, 6 p.m. Wednesday
Brendan Unkrich’s team vs. Randy 
Larson’s team (Exhibition Game), 6 
p.m. Wednesday
Clark Anderson’s team vs. Joe John-
ston’s team, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Prime Time League Playoffs (All games 
held at North Liberty Community 
Center)
Randy Larson’s team vs. Ray Swetalla’s 
team, 6 p.m. Thursday
Dan Aherns’ team vs. Ron Nove’s team, 
6 p.m. Thursday
Kevin Sanders’ team vs. Kevin Leh-
man’s team, 7:30 p.m. Thursday
Kevin Sanders’ team vs. Kevin Leh-
man’s team, 7:30 p.m.

Logic proves worth

Iowa’s Samantha Logic fights through the defense to lay the ball up on June 25 in the North Liberty Community Center. Whitney Jennings led Pat McCool’s team to a 102-86 victory. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa ties for new 
coaches

In recent months, the last 
two searches for coaching re-
placements at Iowa have end-
ed in the Hawkeyes’ back yard. 
Volleyball coach Bond Shy-
mansky is an Iowa City native, 
and track and field director Jo-
ey Woody was promoted from 
assistant coach.

Iowa Athletics Director 
Gary Barta looks for coaches 
who have proven themselves 
in their profession before ask-
ing them to take over a given 
Hawkeye team. 

“With both Bond Shyman-
sky and Joey Woody, first and 
foremost, they’re great leaders, 
they’re proven in their pro-
fession over many years, and 
they’ve proven that they can 
have success — that’s the first 
thing I look for,” Barta said. 
“After that, you look for a fit, 
someone who understands the 
University of Iowa culture. 

“It’s just an exciting coinci-
dence that they both grew up 
in Iowa City, which really en-
sures that they understand the 
Iowa Hawkeye culture.” 

Shymansky left Marquette 
to coach the team he grew up 
loving. The Iowa graduate 
said it is a great feeling 

coaching the Hawkeyes after 
growing up in Iowa City. 

“It’s like living a dream; it feels 
surreal most days because I nev-
er imagined I would be able to 
coach as a Hawkeye even though 
I grew up as a Hawkeye,” Shy-
mansky said. “It’s really fantas-

tic to know that 
people can rally 
around those 
connections and 
rally around our 
volleyball pro-
gram and are 
excited about it. 
That’s a great 
feeling, and we 
are really count-
ing on that for 

the success of our program that 
the community will embrace not 
just me as the head coach but re-
ally embrace the whole team.”   

On the track, the Hawkeyes 
have won the men’s 400-meter re-
lay in the Big Ten championship 
the past two years, and Woody 
wants to maintain a consistent 
atmosphere in order to continue 
that success in the future. 

“On the national scale, we 
expect that we can be a top-10 
team consistently and have an 
opportunity to move up the lad-
der as long as we are a consis-

SEE COACHES, 8

GAME TIME LEAGUE

Iowa standout Sam Logic is the guard who keeps on giving.

In the Game Time League, leadership 
is crucial, because players from different 
schools are challenged to come togeth-
er with unfamiliar teammates to reach a 
common goal. 

Coaches can only provide so much; a vet-
eran presence on the court can transform 
talent into success. 

With the playoffs beginning Wednes-
day, coach Clark Anderson’s players aren’t 
worried about their last-place finish in 
the regular season. With point guard Sam 
Logic running the show, Anderson’s group 
could upset Joe Johnston’s team if for no 

other reason than because Logic is so good 
at distributing the ball.

“You have to be able to see the floor; 
that’s the most important thing,” Logic 
said. “Knowing where your teammates are, 
where they can knock shots down, and put-
ting them in a position to succeed is all you 
can really do.

“I just love playing. Putting people in 
position to score and be successful is my 
favorite thing to do.”

It just so happens that her favorite thing 
to do is what she does best. Logic averaged 
10.3 assists in the regular season and con-
sistently set up her teammates with open 
looks throughout games.

For a team that loves to push the ball in 

transition, Logic is the perfect floor gen-
eral. She has an unmatched ability to see 
the whole floor and deliver the ball to open 
teammates.

Her athleticism and aggressive style make 
her hard enough to defend. She drives to the 
basket with incredible speed and force, often 
beating defenders down the floor or off the 
dribble and drawing extra defenders in to 
stop her.

When Logic draws defenders in to protect 
the rim, she dishes out pinpoint strikes to 
open teammates — often without even look-
ing in their direction.

“It’s humbling to play against her,” North-

Iowa volleyball and track and field head men 
Bond Shymansky and Joey Woody both have 
strong Iowa backgrounds.

SEE LOGIC, 8

By CHARLES GREEN
charles-j-green@uiowa.edu

By NICK STEFFEN
nicholas-a-steffen@uiowa.edu

Shymansky
head coach

Get the news as it 
happens, follow 
@DI_Sports_

Desk
on twitter.

Follow DI reporters @dannyap-
ayne, @KyleFMann, @willmcDI, @
Erick_Erinson, and @CharlsGreen, 
and @NickSteffen12 for coverage 
of everything Iowa-sports related.

Ex-Hawkeye Ihm 
becomes a pro

SEE IHM, 8

COMMENTARY

Iowa golfer Steven Ihm has a long golf career 
ahead of him.

Ihm
golfer

Fireworks illuminate the sky as Ger-
man fans celebrate “Fan Mile” in 
Berlin early Monday. Germany beat 
Argentina, 1-0, on Sunday in the 
World Cup final in Rio de Janeiro. (As-
sociated Press/DPA, Britta Pedersen)

Defensive lineman Carl Davis fails to 
block a throw by Western Michigan 
quarterback Tyler Van Tubbergen in 
Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 21, 2013.  
(The Daily Iowan/Callie Mitchell)

Daily Iowan Sports: 2013 Pacemaker 
winners. Providing the University of Iowa 
community with original, award-winning 

sports coverage since 1868.
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