
By Jordyn reiland
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu

Graduate and professional 
students and officials alike 
are scratching their heads at 
what might result in a lack of 
allocations for their respec-
tive programs.

During a state Board of Re-
gents meeting in April, mem-
bers of the four-person Perfor-
mance-Based Revenue Model 
Task Force presented initial 
ideas and said the full recom-
mendations will be made at 
the June 4 regents’ meeting.

The committee plans to rec-
ommend a more competitive 
model of funding, basing 60 
percent of state allocation on 
enrollment of Iowa residents 
and 40 percent on educational 
outcomes of the universities.

This new model could po-
tentially negatively affect 
many at the university.

“It is a little scary to think 
about being a grad-profes-
sional student, it costs a lot 
of money to educate a profes-
sional student,” said Alyssa 
Billmeyer, the president of 
the Graduate & Professional 
Student Government. 

Graduate College Dean 
John Keller said without 
knowing specifically what the 
recommendations will be, this 
could be potentially an issue 
for the school.

“The way they have the 
algorithm, it does cause 
some concern for how the 
overall resource realloca-
tion might occur and how it 
might come down on gradu-
ate education,” he said. “The 

research strength that we 
have are built in the large 
measure by the faculty of 
course, but they are also 
built by the students.”

In fall 2013, 1,740 students 
were enrolled in master-de-
gree programs. There were 
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UI sees progress
This year, there have been 12 reported sexual assaults on the UI campus. 

By Jordyn reiland
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa President 
Sally Mason said there has been 
progress made on the six-point 
plan to combat sexual assault, and 
there will be more to look for come 
the fall semester. 

“We’ve made progress on very 
point, in those six points,” she told 
The Daily Iowan on Wednesday. “I 
was very pleased at how respon-

sive every office and every group on 
campus has been. We’ve got a lot of 
work to do, plenty more work to do.” 

The six-point plan includes 
cracking down on offenders, in-
creasing support for survivors, im-
proving prevention and education, 
improving communication, addi-
tional funding, and listening more 
and reporting back.

According to the Office of the 
President’s website as of March 
4, one male student was expelled 

during the spring semester who 
was considered a repeat offend-
er, a new Nite Ride van was 
purchased and is in operation, 
and the language for the timely 
warning notifications have been 
revised to include a “trigger warn-
ing” to alert survivors, as well as 
stronger language about poten-
tial consequences for people who 
commit such offenses. 

SEE Sexual aSSaulT, 2A

Mason on 
assaults, 
flood

The Daily Iowan sat down with 
University of Iowa President Sally 
Mason to talk about the issue of 
sexual assault on college campus-
es, ongoing flood-recovery projects, 
and Deloitte’s efficiency recom-
mendations.

President Sally Mason: As 
I reflect back on the year, and I 
reflect back on our 
students, one of the 
things I think I’m 
most proud of this 
year in particular, is 
the way our students 
have responded to 
the issue of sexual 
assault on campus. 
Without a doubt, 
they are stepping 
up to the plate, they 
are helping the administration, 
me included, deal with this very, 
very challenging issue, and I am 
proud of the way in which they 
have stepped up, and taken some 
responsibility, and to take some 
leadership, and to really make 
some serious efforts in dealing 
with these tough issues. From my 
perspective, watching the students 
and how they do their business 
and how they respond to things on 
campus, I could not be more proud 
of our students. 

Obviously we’ve got a lot going 
on right now with all of the flood 
recovery, all of the buildings that 
are being built on the campus, 
all of the things that are happen-
ing that people such as me have 

SEE Q&a, 2A

Q&a

UI ponders switch in funding 

The third-floor of the Pharmacy Building on Sept. 9, 2013. (Daily Iowan/ Tyler Finchum)

SEE funding, 2A

Mason
president

Alcohol 
linked to 
sex assault
By daniel Seidl
daniel-seidl@uiowa.edu

The conversation on sexual assault 
at the University of Iowa is shifting 
to include alcohol.

“That’s a huge Venn diagram that 
we’re not really discussing,” said Su-
san Junis, the education director of 
the Rape Victim Advocacy Program. 
“We’ve put a lot of time, energy, and 
research into looking into alcohol and 
sexual assault.”

At a Wednesday meeting of the 

SEE alCoHol, 2A
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UI Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Tom Rocklin said 
there are a couple of things 
involved in the plan that 
will require some coordina-
tion with other committees 
to expand education efforts, 
and the opportunities to 
be able to identify effect 
sanctions. These plans will 
likely be implemented this 
coming fall semester.

“I’m pleased with the 
progress we’ve made so far, 
and I believe we’ll make 

even more progress this 
summer,” he said.

Rocklin said officials are 
also looking into additional 
long-term support for sur-
vivors of sexual assault. 

And the President’s Stu-
dent Advisory Committee 
on Sexual Misconduct was 
created as a part of Mason’s 
six-point plan to combat sex-
ual assault on the UI cam-
pus. This group will serve as 
a bridge between students 
and university officials.

Committee Chairman 
Grant Laverty said at this 
point, the committee is in 
the planning stages, and 
there are many ideas being 

discussed. Laverty said he 
will travel to Atlanta with 
some of the UI’s adminis-
tration for a training sem-
inar put on by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice. 

“[This committee] is im-
portant for me specifically 
because it’s going to be a 
really good way to get stu-
dent voices involved and 
connect them to adminis-
tration,” he said. 

Fourteen students were 
selected from a 175-per-
son applicant pool to serve 
one- or two-year terms on 
the committee. 

“I think the students are 
now beginning to realize 

what I told them at the on-
set, that the hard part of this 
work is we get to start over 
again every year with a new 
group of students who come 
in, and they’re not aware — 
in fact in need of education on 
these particular issues, and 
we need to be certain that 
we get the right kinds of ed-
ucation to them, and they be-
come partners with us going 
forward as well,” Mason said. 

“So that’s going to be one 
of our big challenges, and I 
think as I’ve talked to Grant, 
and other members of the 
student task force, they’re 
ready to help us, and I think 
we can make some progress.”

SExuAl ASSAult
COnTInUED FROM FROnT

waited six years to see. 
It’s gratifying, finally, to 
see that. So I am very 
pleased about the way 
we are making very tan-
gible obvious progress in 
terms of flood recovery, 
and in a very short time 
now, in just two years, 
we’re going to have the 
new facilities for art and 
music, we’re going to 
have the new Hancher 
Auditorium, not a flood 
project, but we’re going 
to have a new Children’s 
Hospital as well. And 
just a little over a year 
from now we’re going to 
have a new residence 
hall, which is something 
we haven’t had on this 
campus in more than 
45 years. So it’s very 
exciting in terms of the 
physical transforma-
tion on our campus. And 
I think that physical 
transformation is going 
to allow us to look in-

to things seriously that 
we haven’t been able to 
think about, including 
growth. And this plays 
into some of the regents’ 
initiatives that are go-
ing on right now, the 
performance-base fund-
ing model, the efficiency 
study that Deloitte is 
doing for us, and I just 
want to say a few things 
about those because I 
think it’s important. 

DI : So to talk a lit-
tle bit about Deloitte; 
you said you sat down 
with them Tuesday; 
what were some of the 
more specific recom-
mendations that they 
made to you?

Mason: They didn’t 
have specific recommen-
dations yet, they’re still 
working on the specifics 
of it, but generally, we 
talked about opportuni-
ties and areas such as 
operations and finance, 
IT, some of the bigger 
areas, and I think next 
week when they sit 
down with the regents 
and some of the admin-

istrative officials that 
they’ll have a few more 
details to add. The mes-
sage I got was where 
there probably aren’t 
opportunities like the 
Power Plant, in food ser-
vices, outsourcing food 
services. While it’s an 
attractive option, what 
they said to us Tuesday, 
and I kind of pushed 
them on this, was that it 
really didn’t make sense 
in terms of finances and 
in terms of saving mon-
ey that in fact [the UI] 
is already looking for 
good ways to be more ef-
ficient in terms of food 
utilization. It wasn’t 
going to necessarily 
save you a lot of money 
to outsource it to some 
other group that would 
do food services for you, 
so that was interesting. 
And I think there were a 
few other smaller things 
like that where clearly 
they’re suggesting that 
it doesn’t make sense to 
look deeper there, but 
they’ve got a lot of big-
ger areas where they 

think we can look for 
savings, not only in-
ternally but across the 
three regent institu-
tions, and I think that 
makes very good sense.

DI: The UI decided it 
was not in the best inter-
est to allow “Girls,” the 
HBO series, to film on 
campus. I know that the 
director has expressed 
that the crew still in-
tends to film in Iowa 
City, just to avoid cam-
pus. First of all, is that 
something that matters 
to the university? But 
second, is it an issue you 
stand by and would you 
ever revisit it?

Mason: I’m not in-
tending to revisit it. I 
think Joe [Brennan] did 
a very good job for us, 
reaching out to them. 
He saw the script, read 
the script, and decided it 
really wasn’t in the best 
interest of the Universi-
ty of Iowa. I respect that, 
I agree with it, and going 
forward, the producers 
can do what they need to 
do but not with our help.

Q&A
COnTInUED FROM FROnT

514 students pursuing pro-
fessional master’s degrees. 

Keller said many of the 
students in the graduate 
and professional pro-
grams are not Iowa res-
idents, and they do not 
necessarily end up with 
jobs in Iowa, and that 
is largely what the pro-
posed funding model is 
based on.

“If the notion is going 
to be based largely on Io-
wa students, it’s going to 
be an interesting situa-
tion for us,” he said.

During an interview 
with The Daily Iowan, 
UI President Sally Ma-
son said she plans to 
speak with the regents 
leading up to the meet-
ing and will continue to 
work through the future 

recommendations.
“I’m hoping that they’ll 

want to hear more from us 
in terms of the real costs, 
now they have a lot of that 
information that they can 
go back to, and I think 
it’s important that we get 
that on the table as a top-
ic of further discussion for 

them,” she said.
Mason said she feels the 

task force may have un-
dervalued the programs.

“…I want to try to 
make a stronger case on 
the value of and the cost 
of graduate and profes-
sional education, espe-
cially in the areas of the 

health sciences. I know 
our graduate profession-
al students have been 
making the argument as 
well, and we’re going to 
continue to do that,” she 
said. “Because we’re the 
only one of the three re-
gent institutions that re-
ally has the full breadth 

of graduate-professional 
programs, it’s really our 
issue. So not surprising-
ly it’s not an issue that is 
under great conversation 
on the other campuses. 
They have different pres-
sures than we do.”

Regent Robert Downer 
echoed her belief.

“I do think there needs 
to be more of an allow-
ance for that then is pres-
ent in what came out of 
at least the last meeting 
of the task force,” he said, 
adding he was present at 
the meeting. “This cannot 
be entirely on the back of 
the students, nor can the 
institutions be expected 
to fundraise or allocate 
other monies to sustain 
professional programs.”

And the UI is one of 
the only public univer-
sities in the state that 
offers as many graduate 
and professional pro-
grams, Downer said.

“And where would the 
state be if it didn’t have 
people practicing these 
professions and read-
ily available around 
the state,” he said. “To 
me this is a huge qual-
ity-of-life issue; it is a 
huge economic-develop-
ment issue.”

fuNdiNg
COnTInUED FROM FROnT

Partnership for Alcohol 
Safety, Iowa City business 
owners along with city 
and university officials 
discussed the relationship 
between the two.

“Alcohol is often being 
used as a weapon,” Junis 
said. “We want to push 
that discussion.”

She noted that a ma-
jority of sexual assaults 
involve alcohol. According 
to the Rape, Abuse, and 
Incest National Network, 
30 percent of perpetrators 
are intoxicated.

Leah Cohen, the owner 
of Bo-James, 118 E. Wash-
ington St., said the percep-
tion of underage drinking 
in the city makes these 
problems even more im-
portant to discuss.

“The young ones have 
the idea that it is easy, 
and it’s OK,” she said. “I 
think what it has done is 
it has given [them] the 
idea that Iowa City is a 
drinking town.”

As part of the meet-
ing, there was a video 
shown with a perpetrator, 
“Frank,” explaining how 
he lured a woman using 
alcohol and sexually as-

saulted her.
Junis said this exam-

ple shows why it is im-
portant to shift the blame 
away from victims.

“We know that Frank’s 
narrative is a common 
narrative,” she said. 

“When the focus is on 
the victim behavior, we 
let people like Frank off 
the hook.”

But Johnson County 
Public Health Director 
Doug Beardsley said in 
some cases, focusing on 
the perpetrator may not 
be effective.

“I don’t think you can 
sit Frank down and talk 
him out of it: Frank has 
a plan,” he said. “I don’t 
know how to prevent 
that.”

Junis said the focus 
in combating sexual as-
sault should be general 
education and bystander 
intervention, rather than 
only focusing on risk re-
duction education.

“There is a place for 
risk reduction, but that 
shouldn’t be the whole 
of the conversation,” 
she said. “We know that 
when that’s the focus of 
education then it inhibits 
reporting. It also reduces 

help-seeking behavior.”
Chuck Green, the as-

sistant vice president for 
the UI police, said by-
stander intervention is 
not enough and risk re-
duction can’t be ignored.

“The message of risk 
reduction — we’re no 
longer doing any of that, 
and that’s my fear,” he 
said. “We can’t always 
rely on the kindness 
of strangers to protect 
our daughters and our 
young women.”

Currently, incoming UI 
students are required to 
watch a sexual-assault 
education video, but UI 
Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Tom Rocklin 
said alternatives are be-

ing considered.
“Entry is an easy time 

to make something man-
datory; after that, it be-
comes difficult,” he said. 
“What we need to do is 
find more opportunities 
to accomplish that.”

George Etre, the owner 
of Formosa, 221 E. Col-
lege St., and Takanami, 
219 Iowa Ave., said he 
has noticed the need for 
education.

“The scariest thing 
I’ve noticed is the girls 
really drop their guard 
down around their 
peers,” he said. “That’s 
when they should keep 
their guard up. These 
perpetrators aren’t just 
wearing hoodies and 
hiding in the alleys.”

Alcohol
COnTInUED FROM FROnT

Partnership for 
alcohol safety
The discussion on sexual assault 
at the University of Iowa is 
expanding to include alcohol.
• The majority of sexual assaults 
involve alcohol.
• Only 4 to 10 percent of men 
commit sexual assaults.
• Roughly 5 percent of men 
commit 95 percent of sexual 
assaults.
Source: Susan Junis, education director of the 

Rape Victim Advocacy Program

‘Where would the state be if it didn’t have people 
practicing these professions and readily available 

around the state? To me this is a huge quality-of-life 
issue; it is a huge economic-development issue.’

— Regent Robert Downer

‘The scariest thing I’ve noticed is the girls really drop 
their guard down around their peers; that’s when they 
should keep their guard up. These perpetrators aren’t 

just wearing hoodies and hiding in the alleys.’
— George Etre, owner of Formosa
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Group wants to do away with bar exam
The Iowa Supreme Court is asking for public comment on a proposal that would omit the bar exam for Iowa law students 

seeking licenses to practice.

By AleksAndrA Vujicic
aleksandra-vujicic@uiowa.edu

Students graduating 
from the University of 
Iowa College of Law will 
accept their diplomas 
Friday, but they can’t 
practice law quite yet.

First, they must take 
the bar exam and wait 
until fall for their results.

The Iowa State Bar 
Association proposed 
an alternative to taking 
the bar exam. Instead of 
having to pass the exam, 
students could take ad-
vantage of the “diploma 
privilege.” The Iowa Su-
preme Court is now tak-
ing public comment re-
garding the proposal.

The diploma privilege 
would allow students in 
Drake University Law 
School or the UI law school 
to receive their licenses to 
practice if they successful-

ly complete three years of 
specified coursework that 
is determined by the Iowa 
Supreme Court, said Guy 
Cook, the president of the 
Iowa State Bar Association.

The students would still 
have to pass the character 
and fitness requirement, 
but a bar exam would no 
longer be necessary. 

Cook said the current 
exam doesn’t necessarily 
test Iowa law. 

“It’s not a good mea-
sure to ensure competen-
cy,” he said. “It’s one test 
over a series of topics; it’s 
basically a memory test.”

The bar association’s 
Blue Ribbon Commit-
tee was set up to look at 
ways to improve legal 
education and licensure. 
The committee unani-
mously voted to submit 
this proposal to the Iowa 
Supreme Court.

Cook said the commit-

tee prefers a process that 
includes specified course-
work, including a course 
that focuses on Iowa law, 
and testing students over 
three years.

Cook also said deans from 
both Drake and the UI law 
schools favor this proposal. 

UI law Dean Gail 
Agrawal said it is nec-
essary to have a mecha-
nism to ensure that law-
yers who are licensed to 
practice law possess min-
imal competence to do so.

But, she said, the cur-
rent system of requiring 
the bar exam keeps young 
lawyers out of the market-
place and requires them 
to borrow money in order 
to cover living expenses 
for a longer period of time.

“During that period 
of time, many of them 
are unemployed or un-
employable, and they 
are increasing their in-

debtedness to support 
themselves while they’re 
waiting for their licenses 
so that they can work,” 
Agrawal said. 

She recognizes the bar 
exam’s validity. 

“The bar exam is a rite 
of passage; almost every-
body who currently has 
a license to practice has 
taken it,” she said.

She noted that the di-
ploma privilege would al-
so foster competence.

“I am confident that a 
student who is qualified 
for acceptance in the Iowa 
law school, who then takes 
this required curriculum 
that is connected with 
the diploma privilege and 
passes all of those cours-
es, possesses the minimal 
competence to practice 
law in the state of Iowa,” 
Agrawal said.  

The bar association’s 
Blue Ribbon Committee 

also recommended that 
the state adopt the Uni-
form Bar Examination 
for students who choose 
to take the bar exam.

The Uniform Bar Ex-
am is another version of 
the bar exam but is rec-
ognized across 14 states, 
which Agrawal said 
makes the credential 
more portable. 

Matt Enriquez, a sec-
ond year student in the 
UI law school, said the 
diploma privilege would 
minimize the burden of 
preparing and paying for 
the exam for those stu-
dents who want to stay in 
Iowa to practice.

But he said the case 
could be different for stu-
dents who want to prac-
tice in different states. 

“Your mobility after-
wards is a little more 
limited depending on how 
long you stay in Iowa and 

how long you practice 
in Iowa,” Enriquez said. 
“You’re most likely going 
to have to take a bar ex-
am in another state if you 
decide to leave.”

Bar exam
The Iowa Supreme Court is tak-
ing public comment on the Iowa 
State Bar Association’s proposal 
to allow graduates from the 
Drake University Law School and 
the University of Iowa College of 
Law to automatically be licensed 
to practice law without taking 
the bar exam.
Currently, attorneys in Iowa 
must have:
• a Juris Doctorate (J.D.) degree 
from an accredited law school
• good moral character and 
fitness
• pass the Iowa Bar Examination

Source: IowaCourts.gov

Obama: GOP a slave to ideology of ‘no’ 
AssociAted Press

NEW YORK  — Rousing 
Democrats for their fight to 
keep the Senate, President 
Barack Obama mounted a 
searing critique of the Re-
publican Party on Wednes-
day, accusing his political 
foes of thwarting progress 
on everything from wages 

to scientific research and 
climate change.

In whats become an elec-
tion-year routine for the 
president, Obama took the 
mike at an opulent Man-
hattan apartment and 
urged Democrats not to 
let their party’s tendency 
to neglect midterm elec-
tions hand Republicans a 

chance to capture the Sen-
ate. Such a turn of events 
would essentially halt his 
agenda for his final two 
years in office.

“We have a party on the 
other side that has been 
captured by an ideology 
that says ‘no’ to everything,” 
Obama said. “Because they 
claim to a rigid theory that 

the only way to grow the 
economy is for the govern-
ment to be dismantled.”

In the past, such a bleak 
description of the Grand Old 
Party might have been an 
exaggeration, Obama said, 
but not anymore. Extending 
his critique to the Repub-
lican approach to winning 
elections, he charged that 
the GOP’s “main election 
strategy is preventing peo-
ple from voting” — a nod 
to voter-ID laws and oth-
er restrictions that Dem-
ocrats have opposed.

Obama’s pep talk also 

included a healthy dose 
of tough love. He said his 
own party suffers from 
a “congenital disease” in 
which its supporters get 
revved up during presi-
dential years, then fail 
to show up at the polls 
for midterm elections, 
hamstringing the party’s 
prospects in Congress.

“We have to break that 
cycle,” Obama told Demo-
cratic donors who packed 
the Upper East Side apart-
ment belonging to Blair 
Effron. The investment 
banker and his wife hosted 

Obama, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, and a 
few dozen donors who paid 
$32,400 for the chance to 
see the president in person.

The sharp political talk 
from the president at a pair 
of Democratic fundraisers 
came at the halfway point 
of a two-day jaunt to New 
York that is bookended by 
official events — standard 
fare for Obama, who has 
visited New York a half-doz-
en times since winning 
re-election and headlined 
fundraisers for Democratic 
during almost every trip.



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

COLUMN

I blame it all on 
the invention of the 
PalmPilot, but from 
where I’m sit-ting, 
spontaneity is essentially 
dead. I’m not sure if it’s 
a function of my growing 
older or if it’s just a 
worldly trend in general, 
but it seems that if you’re 
going to get anything 
done, it better be planned. 

In my college years, 
I have spontaneously 
gotten a few piercings 
and a tattoo, much to 
my parents’ dismay. 
This past weekend, I 
got my ears double-
pierced. (Settle down, 
right?) It was a 
decision I made amid 
the stress of studying 
for finals and the 
desire to do something 
random and fun that I 
hadn’t really thought 
about a whole lot.

So, I sat in a chair at 
the Coral Ridge Mall 
Claire’s (the epicenter 
of spontaneity) and 
let a woman I did not 
know plunge a sharp 
object through my ear, 
despite all the rumors 
I had heard throughout 
elemen-tary school that 
if you went to Claire’s 
for your ear piercings, 
you would get an 
infection. And it felt 
strangely great (may or 
may not be infected).

I understand that the 
way college functions is 
thanks to its structure. 
You know that you have 
to take a certain number 
of credits to graduate and 
that a certain number of 
credits must be in your 
major of choice, and that, 
by the way, you have to 
decide on this major and 
essentially what you plan 
to do for the rest of your 
living days by the time 
you’re 21 years old. 

I’m not bitter, but 
I think we could all 
benefit from a little less 

planning. 
Maybe spontaneity 

is a selfish novelty that 
only exists in a world 
of eternal summer 
and unemployment, 
but I think it is also 
healthy and refreshing. 
Skipping a class in 
which a professor reads 
word-for-word from his 
or her PowerPoint is 
considered irresponsible, 
not spontaneous. 

Recently, I made 
the decision that I 
would stay at Iowa 
another year in-
stead of graduating 
on time because … 
surprise … the majors 
that I thought I was 
committed to and 
passionate about at 
the age of 18 are no 
longer something that 
I feasibly see myself 
making a career out 
of. Basi-cally, my plan 
backfired, and now I 
am left to frantically 
try to take it all back. 
Why did I make this 
plan if I was ultimately 
destined to resent it? 

A plan implies that, at 
least to a certain extent, 
you know what you’re 
doing. I don’t have a 
solution to the modern 
affinity for a plan-based 
life, because I don’t 
think it is realistic to 
suggest that we all 
relocate to a remote 
island where clocks are 
prohibited. I do think it 
is fair to say that a lot of 
us, especially in college, 
don’t have the slightest 
clue what we’re doing.

One of my favorite 
high-school teachers 
did not allow a clock 
in his classroom … 
or rather, the only 
functioning clock in his 
classroom was covered 
with a white piece of 
paper that said “The 
time is NOW.” While 
many of my peers found 
it to be overly dramatic 
and philosophical, I 
think the message is 
important. 

The now is all we 
have, so stop planning 
and embrace it, even 
if only every once in 
a while, because who 
knows when your plan 
will run off the tracks.
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It still hurts. Four 
years of heads 
dropping or turn-

ing away at the sight 
you, with a quickness 
so automatic, you 
wonder if it hurts; of 
strangers watching 
you through the cor-
ners their of eyes as if 
looking at you head-
on might provoke you, 
like a ravenous ani-
mal; of fielding stares 
from a distance while 
you engage in day-to-
day activities.

Four years of enter-
ing spaces to a sym-
phony of responses 
— avoidance, appre-
hension and, at least 
you believe, baseless 
hostility, of watching 
dread seep into the fac-
es of people who might 
cross your path. Four 
years of being assumed 
to be from out of town, 
a Chicago transplant, 
a student at Kirkwood 
(ironically, at a diver-
sity event), a janitor 
(more than twice), or 
anything else but a UI 
student.

Four years of visible 
shock when you speak 
in class, on the bus, 
or in public period; 
of people who ignore 
you when you directly 
speak to them. Four 
years of returning 
to your dorm after a 
long day only to deal 
with residents who do 
all the above, barring 
some friendly interna-
tional students.

Four years and the 
time of day has nev-
er mattered; nor has 
the location, what you 
wore, how you styled 
your hair, who accom-
panied you, or your 
reason for being there. 
You simply existed, 
and that was sufficient. 
You are a rather large, 
dark-skinned black 
guy with coily hair, 
and your experience at 
UI has been little more 
than these experiences 
strewn together.

I struggled to under-
stand what was hap-
pening. Never had I 
known an environment 
where people respond-
ed to me in the ways 
listed above. Because 
of the acts were largely 
non-verbal, they were 
difficult to attribute to 
a sole cause. All I knew 
is it was something ex-
ternal and ever-present 
with me as the reactions 
were consistent across 
context. I sought coun-
sel from a few friends 
and advisers, and while 

some offered sympathy, 
many responses fell 
into two camps: indif-
ference, as if my experi-
ences did not meet some 
imagined threshold of 
significance; and mild 
surprise that I was sur-
prised as a large black 
male. I salvaged no com-
fort in either response. 

Does knowing you 
will receive an injec-
tion make it any less 
painful? Is a series of 
frequent and consis-
tent pricks that less 
inconvenient than a 
single, deep injection? 
The former is simple 
victim-blaming logic, 
identical to that used 
to shame survivors of 
sexual assault or trag-
ic victims of racial pro-
filing. I now felt both 
confused and isolated. 

At first, I thought it 
could be my size be-
cause I am a rather 
large guy. However, I 
have always been and 
I mentioned, before 
coming to UI, I had 
never faced those kinds 
of responses to it.  As 
well, I had seen plenty 
of people my size and 
larger, on campus and 
in city, who did not 
appear to garner the 
same responses (I did 
note they were often 
not black). The idea 
that it could be ra-
cial was lodged in the 
back of my mind, but 
I shied away because 
it seemed some other 
black students were 
faring well (so I as-
sumed). And if it were 
only my race, I rea-
soned, then I expected 
more consensus. I also 
wanted to avoid the 
stigma of assuming 
race as a black person. 
While I knew racism 
continues to frame the 
lives and to limit the 
opportunities of people 
of color, I did not want 
to succumb to that 
thinking. It was much 
to disheartening and 
carried the weight of a 
reality I did not want 
to face.

I would engage in 
this cognitive process 
daily, all the while 
juggling the demands 
of class, two jobs, re-
search, volunteering, 
graduate-school prep, 
family support, and 
just simply dealing 
with myself. With no 
frame of reference to 
guide me, the depres-
sion I already battled 
worsened. Most days I 
barely wanted to leave 
my room. I stopped at-

tending most universi-
ty events and declined 
friends’ invitations to 
hang out.

I became reclusive 
and dreaded meeting 
new people, viewing 
it as burdensome. The 
fear responses shook 
the most (and still 
do). The lens through 
which I viewed my-
self shifted; it now 
highlighted what I 
believed others saw 
in me, the source of 
their apprehension. 
Joshua —the guy who 
is fluent in sarcasm; 
who sometimes writes 
his notes in IPA; and 
who could not imagine 
life without a piano — 
vanished. In his place 
was a just dark black 
body and all the lore 
attached to it. I real-
ized little stopped me 
from being another 
Trayvon Martin, Jona-
than Ferrell, or worse. 
I was constantly anx-
ious, worried that this 
would be the trend of 
my life. I felt hopeless.

To cope with all of 
this, I took courses 
and aided organiza-
tions that promoted 
social change and in-
clusiveness such as 
the Women’s Resource 
and Action Center 
(where I was trained 
in group facilitation 
and bystander inter-
vention), the Men’s 
Antiviolence Council, 
and the Center for 
Diversity and Enrich-
ment. I was still mak-
ing sense of my own 
experience, so I chan-
neled the hopelessness 
I felt into serving as 
an advocate for other 
marginalized groups, 
where I held positions 
of privilege. I still had 
negative experiences 
in these spaces but 
not as often. Through 
this, I met other stu-
dents and locals who 
had had comparable 
experiences. I start-
ed to feel validated in 
what I experienced. I 
fostered a network of 
close friends and ac-
quaintances that of-
fered support in the 
forms of wisdom and 
an open ear. Through 
personal research and 
serving as a research 
assistant, I learned 
what I had experi-
enced were “micro-
agressions,” and that 
there existed research 
on their deleterious 
effects on a person’s 
well-being.

I saw fertile ground 

for future research in 
graduate school (I am 
proud to say I received 
an offer of admission 
from Columbia Uni-
versity for graduate 
study).

I cannot say that 
reactions like those 
I listed do not bother 
me, nor do I want to 
become fully desen-
sitized to them. But 
I now understand on 
a personal level that 
these microaggres-
sions — subtle acts 
that communicate 
negative slights to-
ward a target — are 
products of systems 
much older and more 
powerful than I. While 
more directs acts of 
prejudice and dis-
crimination can be 
traumatizing, micro-
aggressions — like re-
marking that a Latino 
person speaks English 
well, under the pre-
sumption English is 
not that person’s first 
language or asking a 
transgender person 
to reveal their “real” 
name, as if what the 
person provided was 
not legitimate enough 
— can create a climate 
of persistent invalida-
tion. Because these 
acts seem innocuous 
on the surface, they 
are difficult to point 
out and combat, which 
can create feelings of 
hopelessness in the 
targets of those acts. 
As part of the cap-
stone course for the 
Certificate in Critical 
Cultural Competence 
program, I worked 
with several class-
mates to host an event 
to boost awareness of 
some issues East and 
Southeast Asian inter-
national students face. 

This letter is not a 
call to action. I am not 
speaking for anyone 
specific individuals 
or communities at UI 
and in the city. To me, 
it makes no sense to 
list specific incidents, 
as they are symptom-
atic of a larger prob-
lem. My reasons for 
writing this are pure-
ly selfish: As a gradu-
ating senior, I refused 
to leave without shar-
ing the largely tu-
multuous path that I 
trekked while here. I 
will not participate in 
commencement for the 
Class of 2014, so this 
will serve, in part, as 
the culmination of my 
time here at Iowa.

Joshua Hill

GUEST COLUMN

Four years of microaggression

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thank-you for mental-
illness coverage

I am writing to thank reporter/
photographer team Megan Sanchez 
and Mariah Green for their sensitive 
portrayal of my life as an individual 
living with the mental illness of 
schizophrenia. Megan actually started 
her investigation in October 2013 
during Mental Illness Awareness 
Week. She was persistent about 
further interviews, both in person and 
in writing. Mariah also spent three or 
four hours at my apartment, where 
she caught the great pictures of me 
and my fur person Millie and further 
video at the NAMI Walk. They both 
made me feel like an interesting and 
likable person, almost a rock star.

I got lots of affirming comments 
when the story came out a few 
weeks ago. People who had never 
met me made an effort to introduce 
themselves and tell of their 
journeys of mental-illness recovery. 
People who did know me didn’t 
think any less of me for having an 
illness and most said they admired 
me more for what I had faced.

There were mixed reactions about 
the cover photo, which portrayed me 
without a smile. Some people thought 

it was stigmatizing to show the face of 
mental illness as such a sad expression, 
especially because people who know 
me well always see a twinkle in my 
eye. To put the photo in context, 
however, you need to know that it was 
taken at the NAMI walk while Haley 
Lynch was describing the suicide of 
her fiancé and the father of her child. I 
listened with empathy and appropriate 
sadness for her loss. Perhaps it was a 
resolute, determined look. It was the 
look of someone who does not believe 
mental illness should have the last 
word. As sure as there is serious, per-
sistent mental illness, there is serious, 
persistent recovery from it.

Thank you again for sharing that 
message. 

One last request—would you help 
spread the word that through NAMI of 
Johnson County I hope to co-mentor a 
10-week Peer to Peer class taught by 
and for persons with mental-health 
challenges either this summer or next 
fall, as soon as we can get enough 
participants.  Email me at margalea@
msn.com for more details.

Margalea Warner

Vote for Zimmerman
The Johnson County justice system 

sees people of color arrested for 
marijuana offenses eight times more 
frequently than whites, despite numer-
ous surveys having shown that both 
groups smoke marijuana at the same 
rates. It has been said before, but it 
needs to be said again: 8-1 in Johnson 
County needs to end. 

Our police need to stop arrest-
ing people of color at hugely dis-
proportionate rates, and they need 
to stop prioritizing nonviolent, 
victimless, minor drug arrests. 

When nonviolent, victimless cases 
or cases involving racial profiling are 
brought to the county attorney’s desk, 
the police should be held accountable 
for their unjust actions. John Zimmer-
man is committed to doing just that, 
and it is for this reason above all else 
that he has my support in this election.

Eli Shepherd

Vote for Rettig
We support Janelle Rettig in the 

June 3 primary because she shows 
concern for the people of our county, 
both new and long-term residents. 
Janelle has supported mental-health 
and disability services, other social 
services, including the Crisis Center 
1105 project, which houses Free 

Lunch and other agency offices. She 
cares about the environment and 
works to preserve and enhance trails 
and open spaces. Janelle researches 
and educates herself on issues and 
listens to the ideas of others. We 
hope you will join us in voting for 
Janelle on or before June 3.

James and Mary McCue

Janelle Rettig is worthy of your 
vote for Johnson County supervisor on 
June 3 (or before).

In our lifetimes of dealing with 
politicians and officials at the 
local, county, state, and federal 
governmental level in this country 
and abroad, she stands out as one 
of the best. 

Janelle has our vote and support 
because she knows what she’s doing, 
works hard, does her research, listens, 
answers questions and concerns, and 
finds satisfaction in serving everyone in 
Johnson County.

She also happens to be a 
wonderful person. We could go 
on and on about Janelle and her 
joy in living, but it embarrasses 
her. So well stop now. Just don’t 
forget to vote for Janelle Rettig for 
Supervisor on June 3.

Mary Vasey and Nicholas Johnson

The end of 
spontaneity

KRISTEN EAST  Editor-in-Chief  
 JORDYN REILAND Managing Editor

ZACH TILLY  Opinions Editor 
NICK HASSETT and MATTHEW BYRD Editorial Writers 

MICHAEL BEALL, JOE LANE, ASHLEY LEE, LC GRAf, ADAM 
GROMOTKA, JON OVERTON, SRI PONNADA, BRIANNE 

RICHSON, and BARRETT SONN Columnists 
ERIC MOORE Cartoonist 

 
EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not  the 

opinion of the Publisher, Student Publications Inc.,or the University of Iowa. 
 

OPINIONS, COMMENTARIES, COLUMNS, and EDITORIAL 
CARTOONS reflect the opinions of the authors and are not necessarily

those of the Editorial Board.

THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media organization that provides 
fair and accurate coverage of events and issues pertaining to the University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, Johnson County, and the state of Iowa.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be sent via email to 
daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com (as text, not as attachments). Each letter must be 
signed and include an address and phone number for verification. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words. The DI will publish only one letter per author per month. Letters 
will be chosen for publication by the editors according to space considerations. No 
advertisements or mass mailings, please. 
 
GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must be arranged with 
the Opinions editor at least three days prior to the desired date of publication. Guest 
opinions are selected in accordance with word length, subject relevance, and space 
considerations. 
 
READER COMMENTS that may appear below were originally posted on 
dailyiowan.com in response to published material. They will be 
chosen for print publication when they are deemed to be well-written and to 
forward public discussion. They may be edited for length and style.

EDITORIAL POLICY

STAFF

Brianne Richson
brianne-richson@uiowa.edu



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM    THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2014 NEWS 5A

Salary freeze ripples through district
A salary freeze passed by the School Board could affect the upcoming budget.

By LiLy ABromeit
lily-abromeit@uiowa.edu

Iowa City School Dis-
trict administrators are 
also taking a hit from 
budget cuts.

Board member Tuyet 
Dorau was determined 
to effect change Tuesday 
night at the Iowa City 
School Board meeting.

Proposing a salary 
freeze for administration 
twice in one night, Dorau 
was successful in pur-
suading the board to cre-
ate a change that could 
affect allotments in the 
current budget.

“To me, it’s more [that] 
we have to try everything 
that we can to maintain 
and try to preserve our 
classrooms,” she said. 
“And the administration 
has tried to do that with 
the budget cuts, but this 
is one more tool we can 
use to do that, and in a 
time like this, we need to 
use all the tools we have 
available to us.”

The board initially re-
jected the first sugges-
tion to freeze salaries for 
all administrators, later 
accepting the motion to 
freeze only central ad-
ministration salaries.

This means people such 
as the superintendent, 
vice superintendents, and 
director of the physical 
plant will not be receive 
salary increases in the 

coming year.
Superintendent Steve 

Murley said salary in-
creases are made with 
a “meet and confer” pro-
cess, and this change 
“short-circuits the ability 
for people to bring propos-
als” for a raise.

Dorau said she be-

lieved the motion was an 
important way to show 
support for the programs 
taking major hits from 
the budget cuts.

“I feel that it is im-
portant that the impact 
of the budget cuts be felt 
across the board and that 
we keep those cuts as far 
away from classroom as 
possible,” she said. “I think 
it is important that our 
leadership show they are 
willing to bear a portion of 
those budget cuts, just as 
a number of our teachers, 
our staff members, and 
our students are bearing a 
number of those cuts.”

The largest budget cuts 
are in music, language, 
and football programs.

Dorau said although 
this freeze will not save 
those classes and extra-
curricular programs, it 
could still make a signif-

icant difference. 
She estimated that 

even with a 2 percent 
salary adjustment, the 
freeze the board passed 
on the salaries to these 
administrators could be 
in the “ballpark” of be-
ing the equivalent of 1.5 
teacher jobs. 

Although he was in fa-
vor of the outcome, board 
member Chris Lynch 
was opposed to both sug-
gestions and voted no on 
both motions.

“I am not necessarily 
in disagreement with the 
outcome, but he process 
is important,” he said. “It 
would have been much 
more powerful to work 
this collaboratively.”

Lynch said he would 
have preferred to work 
with Murley and the rest 
of the administrative team 
to find a common goal. 

This, he believes, would 
have been prime for creat-
ing a sustainable model.

“What you want is a 
system that will work 
every year; it works now 
and works in the future, 
and clearly we’re lack-
ing that system,” he said. 
“That is what will fix it 

forever, doing it in a sys-
temic way.”

He said although he 
cannot comment on the 
effect it may have on the 
programs being cut, he is 
optimistic it will help re-
duce costs in the next year.

“This is one of the 
many things we need 
to talk about and get 
on the savings portfo-
lio,” he said. “I think 
our inflation in gener-
al, and our wage infla-
tion, needs to be in line 
with the supplemen-
tal state increase. We 
need to make sure we’re 
funding general infla-
tion, adding teachers 
into classrooms, and be 
funding programming 
… we need to balance 
those three.”

Freezing

The Iowa City School Board 
voted Tuesday to freeze salaries 
for central administration in 
the district, which could affect 
the upcoming budget.
• Budget cuts for fiscal 2014-15 
will total $3.6 million.
• The elimination of general 
music courses in middle school 
will save the district $90,000.
• Cutting and reducing 
language programs in junior 
high and high schools will save 
$363,000.

Source: Daily Iowan archives

'We need to make sure we’re funding general inflation, 
adding teachers into classrooms, and be funding 

programming … we need to balance those three.'
— Chris Lynch, board member

metro
Cheba Hut closes

The Iowa City Cheba Hut, 314 E. 
Burlington St. announced its closure 
Wednesday.

Scott Jennings founded the original 
Cheba Hut in 1988 near the Arizona 
State Campus. The marijuana-theme 
store is one of 15 chain restaurants. 

— by Stacey murray

man faces theft charges
Authorities have accused a local 

man of making unauthorized transac-
tions with a stolen debit card.

Indigo Nadler, 20, was charged 
April 24-29 with 25 counts of 
unauthorized use of a credit card 
and second-degree theft.

According to an Iowa City police 
complaint, Nadler stayed with a man 
at a hotel for approximately one week 
at the end of April.

After that week, the man report-
edly discovered his University of 
Iowa Community Credit Union debit 
card was missing, and there were 
several empty envelope deposits 
and withdrawals made from the 

account, the complaint said.
A total of 25 transactions occurred, 

resulting the man losing $1,592, the 
complaint said. Surveillance video 
was obtained for 20 of the 25 transac-
tions, and Nadler was reportedly 
identified as the person in the video 
using the card. 

Unauthorized use of a credit card 
is a Class-D felony. Second-degree 
theft is a Class-D felony.

— by rebecca morin

Local club fined, to lose 
liquor license

An Iowa City nightclub has been 
fined by the state, and it will lose its 
liquor license for 30 days.

Caliente Night Club, 171 Highway 
1 W., will be fined $1,000 in addition 
to the liquor-license suspension, 
according to an order issued April 
24. The suspension will occur Oct. 1 
through Oct. 31.

The fine comes after the business 
sold alcohol to a minor.

— by rebecca morin

nAtion
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Arkansas gay marriages 
end

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.— The 
Arkansas Supreme Court refused 
Wednesday to put on hold a ruling 
that overturned the state’s consti-
tutional ban on gay marriage, but 
the short-lived ability for same-
sex couples to wed in the state 
still came to a halt amid confusion 
about what comes next.

The justices in their decision 
offered no direction on that point 
to the state’s county clerks, some of 
whom had pointed to another ban 
against gay marriage that is written 
into an aspect of state law and 
questioned if it remained in effect.

“I think it actually makes it a 
little more muddy,” Chris Villines, 
the executive director of the 
Association of Arkansas Coun-
ties,  said Wednesday evening 
after reviewing the Supreme 
Cour t’s decision.

On May 9, Pulaski County 
Circuit Judge Chris Piazza threw 
out a 10-year-old ban that voters 
placed in the state Constitution 

and a separate state law barring 
same-sex marriages. But he 
didn’t rule on a third law that 
regulates the conduct of county 
clerks, which threatens fines if 
they issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples.

Clerks in five counties respond-
ed to Piazza’s decision by issuing 
marriage licenses to gay couples, 
and more than 450 gay couples 
in Arkansas have since received 
permission to marry. Two counties 
continued to issue licenses on 
Wednesday, but they stopped 
after the Supreme Court’s ruling. 
Couples that already have licenses 
can still get married.

“County clerks have been un-
certain about their responsibilities 
and couples unable to know defin-
itively whether their marriage will 
remain valid,” said Aaron Sadler, 
a spokesman for Attorney General 
Dustin McDaniel. “A stay issued by 
either the Supreme Court or Judge 
Piazza would have brought some 
certainty. Unfortunately, today’s 
decision did not do that.”

— Associated press



• Work by M.F.A. students in the School of Art and 
Art History, all day, Art Building West Levitt Gallery

• Art and Life in Africa, 9 a.m., IMU Black Box Theater
• Commencement: College of Pharmacy, 10 a.m., 

Marriot Hotel and Conference Center
• Pharmacology Graduate Student Workshop, 12:30 

p.m., Bowen Spivey Auditorium 
• Hardin Open Workshop, Determining Your Scholarly 

Impact, 3 p.m., Hardin Library
• Distinguished Biomedical Scholar Lecture, David 

Perlmutter, 4 p.m., 1110 Medical Education & Research 
Facility

• School of Music Presents: Jessica Falset, soprano, 6 
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall

• Music in the Village, 6:30 p.m., Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1301 Fifth St.

• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• School of Music Presents: Michael Penick, tenor, 8 

p.m., University Capitol Center Recital Hall

today’s events

submit an event
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

scientific facts 
that everyone 
should know:

• Drinking water may actu-
ally be bad for you.  Studies 
have shown that more than 
99 percent of people who die 

each year drank water at 
some point in their lives.

• The guinea pig is neither 
a pea nor a nut.

• A decent percentage of the 
world’s fish population is, in 

fact, incapable of living under-
water.  These are commonly 

known as “dead fish.”
• A duck’s quack has no 

echo in outer space.
• Oranges are quite ironically 
named, as they are colorblind.
• Having a kidney removed 

will drastically increase 
your chances of suffering 
from kidney failure.  But 
having both kidneys re-

moved will virtually ensure 
you’ll never have to worry 
about kidney failure again.
• Approximately 50 percent of 

the area beneath any class’s bell 
curve is composed of complete 
idiots and ass-faced suck-ups.
• Man cannot live on Top 

Ramen alone, and man will 
get scurvy if he attempts to 

do so (true story).
• The mara (a large rodent) has 
been shown to urinate on poten-
tial mates, so it’s really not that 

odd, evolutionarily speaking, 
and either way, Lindsey, I would 
appreciate you not telling peo-

ple that story anymore.
• Soylent Green is people.

  
andrew R. Juhl thanks his friend, J Cald-
well, for collaborating on today’s Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire. — William Butler Yeats

Thursday, May 15, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes
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Daily Break

aRies (March 21-April 19): Getting involved in a joint venture can be suc-
cessful, but it may also lead to disillusionment regarding your partner. Don’t 
assume anything, and be ready to pick up the slack if something mysterious-
ly doesn’t get finished. Make love a priority in your personal life.
tauRus (April 20-May 20): Don’t complain, or you may face ridicule and a 
lack of sympathy. Being secretive about your plans and gathering informa-
tion that will help you present a solid case regarding your goals will help you 
strengthen your position.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): Make personal changes and join organizations 
that are unique and can offer you a different point of view. A change of heart 
regarding a personal relationship will be beneficial and lead to a better 
future. Pursue personal improvements. 
CanCeR (June 21-July 22): Let your imagination wander and lead to creative 
endeavors that will fill your down time with a relaxing alternative. A partner-
ship problem will add stress and worry to your life and must be counteracted 
with a mindful and meditative practice.
LeO (July 23-Aug. 22): Uncertainties regarding work or status will arise. Con-
centrate on different ways you can use your expertise. Defend your position, 
values and plans. Concentrate on getting as much done as possible without 
jeopardizing your long-term goals. Keep the peace.
viRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take a break, or do something that will stimulate 
your senses mentally, physically and emotionally. Take on a challenge that 
will help you become stronger and more efficient. Put romance into play, 
and your love life will improve.
LibRa (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Make simple but positive changes that will help 
keep the peace at home or within a business partnership. Compromise will 
be necessary, and it should be handled with diplomacy. You should be able 
to avoid a dispute. Put your energy into affection, not disdain.
sCORPiO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t mix money and emotions. Be smart about 
the way you use your funds. A job that can help you learn new skills and 
improve your emotional, physical and financial wellness is apparent. Don’t 
rule out the obvious. Do what you enjoy doing most.
saGittaRius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Turn an idea into cash. Build a strong 
presentation, and promote what you have to offer to people who will want 
to buy into your plan. Love is hot, and a romantic celebration will bring you 
closer to someone special.
CaPRiCORn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Stick close to home, and focus on personal 
matters and self-improvement. Don’t let what others do disrupt your plans. 
Avoid arguments and minor accidents by implementing common sense and 
caution into whatever you do. Avoid excessive indulgence.
aQuaRius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t let emotions stand between you and your 
goals. Look for unique ways to invest in something that will bring you income. 
Explore health-related products, activities, and lifestyles, and implement them 
into your routine. Romance is in the stars.
PisCes (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotional deception and disillusionment are ap-
parent. Find your own way instead of following someone who talks big and 
offers little. Good fortune will come from solid ideas, hard work, and plenty 
of discipline. Follow your creative ideas and your heart.

8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m.-Midnight Into the Void



T H U R S D A Y

ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT

210 N. Linn St. • (next to Hamburg Inn)

$250 DOMESTIC
PINTS

DOMESTIC
PITCHERS

$575

Point/counterPoint

What team should have been the top story of the year?
iowa baseball’s resurgence

With all do respect to the 
women’s field hockey and 
soccer programs, no one 
had a more dramatic turn-
around this season than 
the Iowa baseball team. 

True, soccer made it to 
the Big Ten finals for the 
first time in program his-
tory, and while baseball 
has yet to clinch a berth in 
the tournament, a win this 
weekend against Purdue 
would grantee it a spot, its 
first since the 2010 season. 

In his first year as head 
coach, Rick Heller and his 
assistants have taken an 
Iowa team that had be-
come a bottom feeder the 
last five years and turned 
it into an offensive power-
house, one that can no lon-
ger be taken lightly. 

As they sit right now, the 
Hawkeyes rank among the 
top 50 nationally in on-base 
percentage (24th, .385), bat-
ting average (27th, .297), scor-
ing (27th, 6.4), steals (28th, 
77), and runs (44th, 301).

It’s impressive in and 
of itself, but when you 
consider where they were 
last year at this time, the 
turnaround is even more 
astounding. 

Not only were they not tops 
nationally, they were dead 
last in their own conference. 

Iowa went from average 
in 2013 (seventh in team 
batting) to dynamic at the 
plate in 2014. The team 
average of .297 is second 
in the Big Ten, behind only 
College World Series run-
ner-up Nebraska. 

Want me to keep going? OK. 
In 2013, Iowa was dead 

last in slugging percent-
age, home runs, and total 
bases in the Big Ten.  

In their first year under 
Heller, the Hawks are sec-
ond in slugging (.396), sec-
ond in home runs (23), and 
fourth in total bases. 

The most incredible stat? 
The Hawkeyes hit just 2 
home runs last season.  This 
season, they’ve smoked 23.

Not to mention that they 
also rank in the top three 
in on-base percentage, to-
tal runs, total hits, RBIs, 
and total bases. 

— Ryan Rodriguez

Field hockey and soccer in 
the Big ten tournament 
championships

Full transparency: Men’s 
basketball’s collapse is 

the story of the year. But 
for argument’s sake, the 
Hawkeye field hockey and 
soccer teams in their re-
spective conference tour-
naments was one of the 
best Iowa sports stories of 
the school year. 

Early in November 2013, 
soccer head coach Ron Rain-
ey’s squad headed to Cham-
paign, Ill., riding a 2-2-1 
stretch into the soccer Big 
Ten Tournament. But thanks 
to defense and the play of 
goalkeeper Hannah Clark, 
who gave up 1 goal in the 

three games Iowa played in 
the tournament, Iowa made 
an appearance in the Big Ten 
championship for the first 
time in program history.

The Hawkeyes lost that 
game, 1-0, to Nebraska, 
but that tournament was a 
strong end to the best sea-
son in program history.

Roughly four and a half 
hours away, field hockey 
head coach Tracey Greis-
baum’s squad was surpris-
ing the Big Ten. After going 
2-4 in conference play and 
having trouble putting it 

together during the regular 
season, the Hawkeyes came 
out with a vengeance on 
the big stage. Hard-fought 
victories over Michigan and 
Penn State put Iowa in the 
championship game.

The Hawks lost to Mich-
igan State, but even with 
that, it created a weekend 
that should leave a mark 
in the brains of Hawkeye 
fans in the years to come.

— Danny Payne

Lickliter’s recruiting class 
before the latter was dis-
missed as head basketball 
coach, which meant Mc-
Caffery had to re-persuade 
the then-high-school senior 
to commit to Iowa. 

Along with McCaffery’s 
patient approach during 
that process, Marble credits 
the support he received from 
the Iowa family on his visits, 
which is why he’s been trav-
eling across the state and 
making appearances since 
his college career finished.

“One of the main reasons I 
came here is the community 
and the support I received 
when I visited,” Marble said. 
“As soon as I got home, I told 
my mom this is where I want-
ed to be. I felt like it was home 
when I got here. They showed 
me wonderful support for 
four years, and this is my way 
of showing I appreciate the 
support they give me. 

“Almost 95 percent of it 
had to do with them. I went 
on other visits, and I didn’t 
feel that same way.”

The NBA combine began 
Wednesday, which will give 
Marble an opportunity to 
solidify his draft status. For 

many of the big-name pros-
pects — Jabari Parker, An-
drew Wiggins, and Joel Em-
biid’s will be absent — the 
combine isn’t an event that 
will alter draft stock drasti-
cally, because teams already 
have a plethora of film and 
firsthand scouting reports. 

But what could aid Mar-
ble in Chicago is how he 
handles the interview and 
how his body grades in the 
medical evaluation. 

“They watched him play 
for me; they watched him 
on film,” McCaffery said. 
“But they’re going to bring 
him in. They’re going to 
talk to him, get to know 
him, work him out, and 
watch him compete. And 
they’re going to see what a 
fierce competitor he is.”

Marble, according to 
those involved, has a terrif-
ic chance at sticking in the 
NBA. His length and versa-
tility at other positions could 
persuade teams to jump on 
him as early as the late first 
round or early second round. 

“If he doesn’t do one thing 
extraordinarily well, he 
does so many things really 
well that I think balanc-
es it out,” Iowa assistant 
coach Sherman Dillard said. 
“He can play the 1, 2, and 3 
spots being 6-7. He shoots it 

well enough and shoots it 
well enough deep. He’s got 
above-average bounce in 
terms of finishing and driv-
ing. And I think he’s excep-
tionally strong.”

Marble enters the draft 
process as the Hawkeye 
with the best odds of being 
drafted since Adam Halus-
ka was nabbed in the sec-
ond round in 2007. But no 
matter if he ends up being 
the kid that breaks that 
seven-year streak, Marble 
wants to remain a popular 
face around campus. 

Iowa City showed Marble 
love when it looked as if he 
may attend another school, 
which is why he intends to 
give it back, even after his 
days here are done. 

“I’ll definitely stay in-
volved here,” he said. “I’ll 
be back when I can. I’ll still 
watch the team play on TV 
when I get the opportunity 
to. I’ll still be playing a big 
part at the university. I don’t 
want to be rarely seen; I’ll be 
here as much as possible.

“Every time I work out 
and do something, I have 
that University of Iowa 
pride on my shoulder. And 
I just want to represent the 
university and where I’m 
from the right way. I take 
pride in everything I do.”

Marble
Continued from 8a

iowa’s Karli Johansen passes the ball against missouri State at Grant field on oct. 7, 2013. the Hawkeyes defeated Bears, 7-1. (the daily iowan/Joshua Housing)
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Los angeles Kings center mike richards (10) battles against the anaheim ducks during the second period in Game 6 of their sec-
ond-round Stanley Cup playoff series on Wednesday in Los angeles. the Kings won, 2-1, to stay alive. (associated Press)
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Baseball heads to 
Purdue for final series

The Iowa baseball team will head 
to West Lafayette, Ind., for its final 
regular-season series from today 
through Saturday to take on Purdue.

With a win tonight, Iowa would 
clinch its first Big Ten Tournament 
berth since the 2010 season. 

“A lot of times when you get 
through finals and school is over, it’s a 
big sigh of relief for the guys,” Heller 
said. “You can just go play baseball for 
a couple weeks, so we’re all looking 
forward to it.” 

Iowa will go with a somewhat 
heavy pitching rotation this week-
end in West Lafayette. Sophomore 
Blake Hickman will start today’s 
game, with normal Saturday starter 
Sasha Keubel taking the mound for 
Game Two on Friday. 

Saturday’s starter is still 
undetermined. 

The Hawkeyes lead the all-time 
series over Purdue, 91-66-1, with the 
Hawks having won three of the last 
four series.

— by Ryan Rodriguez 

SCOREBOARD

Hawk pride shines in Marble

YEAR-END AWARDS

By RYAN PRoBASco
ryan-probasco@uiowa.edu

This is Part III of an ongoing series chroni-
cling former Iowa basketball player Devyn Mar-
ble and his preparation for the 2014 NBA draft.

With Hawkeye Nation at the peak of its in-
terest in men’s basketball, just 48 hours after 
the program’s first appearance in the Associat-
ed Press’ top 10 since 2002, Fran McCaffery’s 
Hawkeyes traveled to Ann Arbor, Mich., to play 
Nik Stauskas, Glenn Robinson III, and Compa-
ny on Jan. 22. 

Michigan edged Iowa by 8 points that night, 
but it never seemed that close. Stauskas was 

fantastic, leading all players with 26 points 
while showcasing the type of precision and skill 
that will likely make him a lottery pick in the 
upcoming NBA draft. 

“I didn’t put [Devyn Marble] on Nik Stauskas 
because I don’t want to get him in foul trouble,” 
McCaffery said. “Stauskas has a big game; we 
lose.” 

But just over two weeks later, the Wolverines 
traveled to Iowa City for a Saturday afternoon 
bout on ESPN. That day, Marble delivered the 
signature performance of his Iowa career. The 
21-year old carried the Hawkeyes with a bar-
rage of 3-pointers (6-of-9) in the first half and 
finished with 26 points overall. But what im-

pressed McCaffery the most that day was his 
response to the defensive switch. 

“When they came here, I told Devyn, ‘You 
have to guard Stauskas; you’ve got to take him 
out of the game.’ Stauskas, as I recall [scored 10 
points]. Dev goes for 22 in the first half. We’re 
up by 14 at half, and with three minutes to go, 
we’re up by 26.”

Now, as Marble sits, signing autographs for 
kids at an event he organized at the Coral Ridge 
Mall, he can only look back at the moments he 
energized Carver-Hawkeye with nostalgia. 

The Southfield, Mich., native was part of Todd 

(1) Iowa players sit in the locker room after the game against Northwestern in the Big Ten Tournament in Bankers Life Field House on March 13 in Indianapolis. The Hawkeyes lost to the Wildcats, 67-62. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua 
Housing) (2) Iowa players Peter Jok and Adam Woodbury answer questions after the game against Tennesee on March 19 in Dayton, Ohio. Jok and Woodbury combined for 26 points, but the Hawkeyes lost to the Volunteers, 78-65. 
(The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing) (3)  Iowa basketball team members huddle before the game against Fairleigh Dickinson in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 9, 2013. Iowa won, 92-59. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

No. 1 story: Hoop dreams dashed

By BEN RoSS
benjamin-d-ross@uiowa.edu

That the men’s basketball team — a squad herald-
ed by most “experts” in the business to be one of the 
top units in the nation — finished closer to the bottom 
than the top in the Big Ten and, in some respects, didn’t 
even make the NCAA Tournament is reason to make 
the underachieving squad the story line of the year. 

The men’s basketball team started hot this sea-
son. A trip to the championship game of its pre-
season tournament and a win over Notre Dame 
at home kept hoop dreams aflutter for everyone 
invested in the Iowa basketball program. 

A loss at Iowa State in a winnable game brought 
everyone back to earth. A loss at Wisconsin in 
which Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery cost the 
team 4 points with two technical fouls in the sec-
ond half showed everyone that Iowa’s toughest op-
ponent is itself. 

The team peaked with an 18-point win over then 
No. 10 Michigan at home on Feb. 8. That was the Iowa 
fans thought they would see. That team played the 

kind of basketball everyone knew it was capable of. 
But after every peak comes a valley. 

After the win against Michigan, the Hawkeyes 
went on to claim victories just twice in their remain-
ing nine games. Iowa had an early exit in the Big Ten 
Tournament — it was bounced by lowly Northwest-
ern, a team it had beaten by at least 25 points in both 
of its previous contests during the regular season. Io-
wa was doomed to compete in a play-in game against 
Tennessee for the right to earn themselves a bid to 
the elusive NCAA Tournament, which Iowa hadn’t 
visited since 2006. 

The contest against the Volunteers told the 
whole story of Iowa’s season in 45 minutes. Iowa 
enjoyed a double-digit lead for the better part of 
the second half, turned the ball over often, missed 
free throws, and let a team climb the ladder to force 
overtime, only to get throttled in the extra period. 
A loss in Dayton, Ohio, was not where this team 
expected to end the season. It wasn’t what experts 
predicted. It wasn’t what the fans wanted to see, 
after a year of such promise, to come in like a lion 
and go out like a lamb. 

There may have been better, or more interest-
ing story lines surrounding the Hawkeye sporting 
landscape this year. Iowa football’s resurgence to 
relevance was a pleasant surprise for some, yes, but 
not totally unexpected — that program demands 
excellence, and that’s the standard that has been 
set for Iowa football. Rick Heller’s takeover of the 
baseball program this spring has certainly opened 
some eyes, but he’s fighting an uphill battle to 
compete for ink in this newspaper against football, 
wrestling, and basketball. 

Nothing in an Iowa uniform had the expectations 
like this year’s basketball team. No other sport was 
able to toy with the emotions of fans like the suc-
cesses and failures of the ultimately underachiev-
ing Hawkeyes. The team played with the hearts of 
many, and to some, let them down. Interest in the 
team has peaked this off-season as eyes have been 
glued to the Internet, digesting which high-school 
or transfer athletes will sign the Iowa letterhead. 

Nothing has been able to control the lives of Iowa 
fans quite like Hawkeye basketball, and that’s why 
the team of recent past is the story of the year.

WhAt ShoulD hAvE BEEN IoWA’S 
StoRY of thE YEAR? BASEBAll’S 
RESuRgENcE oR fIElD hockEY 

AND SoccER IN thE BIg tEN 
chAmPIoNShIP gAmES?

PAgE 7.

Iowa’s Blake Hickman pitches during 
the first game of the series against 
South Dakota State on April 25 at Banks 
Field. The Hawkeyes won the first 
game, 2-1, in 11 innings. (The Daily 
Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

Devyn Marble reflects on time at Iowa, looks ahead.

mlB
Chicago White Sox 4, Oakland 2
Detroit 7, Baltimore 5
LA Angels 3, Philadelphia 0
Kansas City 3, Colorado 2
Tampa Bay 2, Seattle 0
Washington 5, Arizona 1
San Francisco 10, Atlanta 4
NY Yankees 4, NY Mets 0
Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 1
Boston 9, Minnesota 4
Houston 5, Texas 4 
Miami 13, LA Dodgers 3
San Diego, Cincinnati (PPD)
Chicago Cubs, St. Louis (PPD)

Nhl
Montréal 3, Boston 1
Los Angeles 2, Anaheim 1 

NBA
Miami 96, Brooklyn 94
San Antonio 104, Portland 82

ON THE WEB

Women’s Track and Field: How two 
years of aggressive recruiting is 
changing the Hawkeyes.

Men’s Golf: Iowa preps for its NCAA 
Regional

WHAT TO WATCH

ML B: Chicago Cubs at St. Louis, 12:45 
p.m., CSN Chicago
NBA: Indiana at Washington, 7 p.m., 
ESPN
NBA: Oklahoma City at LA Clippers, 
9:30 p.m., ESPN

SEE mARBlE, 7A

Throwback Thursday

May 15, 2013 — Iowa point 
guard Mike Gesell was named the DI’s 
Freshman of the Year. Gesell finished 
his freshman campaign averaging 8.7 
points per game and also dished out 
2.6 assists per game. “He doesn’t rat-
tle,” McCaffery said on Jan. 29, 2013. 
“He doesn’t rattle on the road; he 
doesn’t rattle if you’re mugging him 
off the ball. He’ll just keep working.”

folloW 
@DI_SPoRtS_DESk
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The weekend in arts & entertainment Thursday, May  15, 2014

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 4 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

By Emma mcclatchEy
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

As finals week piddles to a close, parents’ minivans 
and Megabuses make their way in and out of town, 
filled with the luggage of University of Iowa students. 
Residence halls empty out. Tumbleweeds blow down 
down Clinton Street. And the 10 or 20 Iowa City res-
idents left in town wander through the Pedestrian 
Mall like a small herd of zombies.

Despite what some, or many, undergraduate stu-
dents might believe, Iowa City does not become a 
ghost town when the academic year ends. In many 
ways, the onset of summer brings a greater vitality 
to downtown as concerts, festivals, and tens of thou-
sands of patrons fill the streets AT events hosted by 
the Summer of the Arts.

“Residents really like our events because they cel-
ebrate Iowa City,” said Lisa Barnes, the executive di-
rector of the Summer of the Arts. “There are fewer 
people over the summer, so it’s an opportunity to take 
a break and be reminded of all the things downtown 
has to offer, maybe reconnect with people you haven’t 
seen. It’s a social atmosphere for people who might 
not come together in other settings.”

Summer of the Arts hosts seven festivals — some 
as old as 30 years and others as new as 2 — through-
out the summer, focusing on an array of artistic inter-
ests. All events are free and open to all.

See arts, 4B

Summer =
Arts BLOOM

summer of the arts schedule
• Friday and Saturday Night Concert Series: May 16-Sept. 12
• Free Movie Series: June 14-Aug. 21
• Arts Festival: June 6-8
• MusicIC: June 18-21
• Jazz Festival: July 3-5
• Soul Festival: Sept. 19-21



weekend events
Today 5.15

Friday 5.16

Saturday 5.17

Sunday 5.18

MovieS opening 
ThiS weekend

Godzilla
Godzilla is back in this remake by 
Legendary Pictures and Warner. The 
film retells the origin of Godzilla set in 
modern times as a “terrifying force of 
nature.” The American science-fiction 
monster film stars Bryan Cranston, 
Sally Hawkins, and Elizabeth Olsen..

Million Dollar Arm
Sports agent JB Bernstein (Jon 
Hamm) travels to India to produce a 
reality TV-show competition called 
“Million Dollar Arm” to find the 
next great pitcher. He meets two 
18-year-old boys who know nothing 
about baseball but can throw a 
mean fastball. He takes them to 
America in hopes of signing them to a 
major-league contract.

FiLMSCene

We Always Lie to Strangers
Having premièred at the South 
by Southwest Film Festival, the 
documentary tells the story of four 
different families living in Branson, 
Mo. The film follows them over the 
course of five years as they struggle 
with economic uncertainty and 
change in their tourist town.
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Learning you are 
not an insect
By Isaac Hamlet
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu

Many of us can remem-
ber being children and 
picking up books that 
told us about the world. 
Books dripping with col-
ors and vivid images, ig-
niting our imaginations 
with facts about plants, 
insects, and animals.

Saturday at 10 a.m., 
parents are invited to 
bring their children to 
Prairie Lights Books, 15 
S. Dubuque St., for crafts 
and a book reading with 
Katy Castronovo.

She  is the illustrator 
of Where Do I Live? and 
Am I an Insect?, two chil-
dren’s books published by 
Budding Biologist, a series 
started by Castronovo and 
the author of the books, 
Kristine Callis-Duehl.

The pair met while at a 
birth center, both pregnant 
with their first babies. 
With the coming of moth-
erhood, Duehl began look-
ing at children’s literature.

“I was astounded by 
the number of errors in 
children’s books,” Duehl 
said. “There wasn’t really 
anything on the market 
that was fun and scien-
tifically accurate. For ex-
ample, most books on in-
sects include things such 
as spiders, scorpions, and 
earthworms. Misconcep-
tions that are established 
at a young age tend to 

persist on some level into 
adulthood.”

Duehl graduated from 
the University of Florida 
with a Ph.D. in biology, but 
she admitted that she is, 
perhaps, not the strongest 
illustrator. With the desire 
to achieve scientific accu-
racy for children, Duehl 
turned to Castronovo.

“After talking to [Due-
hl], I started looking at 
children’s books and get-
ting upset,” Castronovo 
said. “I just started work-
ing on it one day. I’m not 
sure [Duehl] even knew I 
was working on it.”

With the writing and 
art side of the book cov-
ered, Castronovo decided 
to bring in a third person.

“I make sure images 
and language are clear 
and easy for children to 
understand,” said Karen 
Boley, Budding Biolo-
gist’s education direc-
tor. “For example, there 
was a picture of a whale 
that had to be tweaked 
because we determined 
that it could look like the 
whale was in the sky, and 
we wouldn’t want kids 
thinking whales can fly.”

To ensure that the 
books are accurate, they 
undergo a peer review in 
which the facts the books 
use are posted to a Face-
book page that allow oth-
er scientists to critique 
the information.

However, it’s not only 

the written part of the 
book that needs to be 
checked for accuracy.

“I do a lot of research 
before I look at the man-
uscript,” Castronovo said. 
“I personally want chil-
dren to know what ani-
mals actually look like. A 
lot of kids’ books tend to 
have anthropomorphized 
animals. One of the books 
my daughter had was so 
bad that I actually ended 
up getting rid of it.”

But the company’s 
dreams extends beyond 
just children’s books. On 
Monday, Budding Biologist 
released the video game 
Lizard Island: Observa-
tion, with the illustrations 
done by Castronovo.

The creators intend the 
game to be the first in a 
series of three. It allows 
the players to travel from 
island to island collecting 
scientific data. The Bud-
ding Biologist team hopes 
to see the game make its 
way into schools.

“Working on science 
educations has become 
my passion,” Duehl said. 
“It’s great to be able to 
capture natural curiosity 
and thinking of the world 
children can explore.”

By mckenna Paulus
mckenna-paulus@uiowa.edu

In the technology 
world, smart phones are 
at the forefront of what 
seems to be an ever 
changing and evolving 
area. In the case of Dan 
DiMonte and the Bad As-
settes, Dimonte’s smart 
phone’s mistake outlined 
the origination of the 
band’s name during the 
formation of the group.

“It was based on an 
autocorrect in my phone, 
and I was texting some-
one. I have so many 
great musicians in my 
band and all these re-
ally great people, and I 
was saying I have like 
every single bad a** that 
I know,” DiMonte said. 
“And it changed it to bad 
assets, and I went back 
and put the ‘ethos’ on the 
end of it, so it was an au-
tocorrect fail that came 
up with the band.”

Java Blend will host 
an exclusive hour with 
Dan DiMonte and the 
Bad Assettes at 2 p.m. 
Friday at Java House, 
211 ½ E. Washington St. 
Admission is free.

Every member of the 
group is from the local 
music scene, and a few 
of them have graduated 
from the University of 
Iowa. The band usually 
consists of either six or 
seven members, and Di-
Monte said they try to 
incorporate some differ-
ent instruments into the 
traditional set.

“I play guitar, sing, 
and play trumpet and 
piano as well, and I have 

a sax who also sings,” 
DiMonte said. “Then the 
rest is pretty standard 
rock instrumentation, 
the bassist sometimes 
plays his upright bass, 
and we used to have a 
trombone player.”

The band has been 
together for a little over 
a year and has played 
its reggae- and rock-in-
fluenced music a few 
times in Iowa City at 
such local venues as 
Yacht Club and Gabe’s. 
Guitarist Dan Padley 
said the members have 
enjoyed their experience 
in Iowa City. 

“I do enjoy playing the 
venues in Iowa City, if 
only for the ease of trav-
el,” Padley said. “But 
venues like the Yacht 
Club have been real-
ly good to us over the 
last year or so, letting 
us play every couple 
months and allowing us 
just to do what we do.”

Since the band mem-
bers have only been to-
gether a short amount 
of time, they have not 
been able to play with 
each other a lot. Howev-
er, when they do, every 
show seems to be differ-
ent, and bassist Blake 
Shaw said improvisa-
tion plays a big role in 
their performances. 

“One of my favorite 
[things] though is how 
different every show we 
play can be,” he said. 
“I think what I’m try-
ing to get across is that 
the band members as a 
whole are all good lis-
teners. Being able and 
willing to improvise and 

play the same music dif-
ferently every night is a 
fun and exciting time as 
well as challenging.”

Another part of their 
live shows is the con-
nection the members 
have when they play to-
gether. They have been 
friends long before they 
started the band, and 
those relationships pay 
off, Shaw said. 

“These guys are some 
of my best friends, and 
when you get friends 
like that together, it’s 
always a good time,” 
Shaw said. “Live on-
stage is very relaxed 
for us, and you’ll find us 
often conversing with 
the audience and get-
ting everyone involved. 
This is all [DiMonte’s] 
music originally, but 
the whole band has con-
tributed their talents, 
ideas, and love, which 
has truly made the mu-
sic become more alive 
and feels like we all 
made it together. When 
we’re onstage, we own 
the music. We love it.”

drink
oF The week

Caribou Lou
primary alcohol: Bacardi 151 and 
Malibu Coconut Rum
     My experience with this drink 
is like 151 Rum, pineapple juice, 
and Malibu — Caribou can make 
you feel numb. This drink, made 
famous by TechN9ne, is the perfect 
drink for a mid-finals break or to 
celebrate the end of the week’s 
torments. Feel free to express 
absurd opinions while drinking this 
classy beverage, because it’s clear 
you mean business with a Caribou 
Lou in hand.
Taste: The pineapple is very heavy, 
so there is a wall of sweetness 
before the undertones of coconut 
from the Malibu and delicious 
rum from the Bacardi. Following a 
bartender’s recipe, the pineapple 
will be denser, but following Tech’s 
recipe, the rum flavors will stand 
out much more.
Appearance: A pale gold with a 
deeper shade at the bottom, where 
the heavier 151 sits, and lighter at 
the top with the Malibu and pine-
apple juice. Always served with ice, 
not always served in a glass.
Advice: Not a good drink for the 
afternoon or morning; definite-
ly to be used in getting a wild 
night started or introducing an 
abrupt end to it. It’s the ulti-
mate party favor.

— by Ben Verhille

MuSiC
• Music in the village, 6:30 
p.m., Coralville Center for the 
performing Arts, 1301 Fifth St.
• School of Music presents: 
Jessica Falset, soprano, 6 
p.m., riverside recital hall
• open Mike, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. dubuque
• School of Music presents: 
Michael penick, tenor, 8 p.m., 
university Capitol Center 
recital hall

• gemini karaoke, 9 p.m., Blue 
Moose, 211 iowa
• gone South, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club, 13 S. Linn
• Mixology, 10 p.m., gabe’s, 
330 e. washington
• Soulshake, 10 p.m., gabe’s
MiSCeLLAneouS
• dream Big, grow here State 
Finals, 6 p.m., englert, 221 e. 
washington
• Janice ian experience, 9 
p.m., Mill, 120 e. Burlington

dAnCe
• ui Youth Ballet and School 
of dance Spring Concert, 7:30 
p.m., north hall Space/place

MuSiC
• Murder death kill, 5 p.m., 
gabe’s
• Friday night Concert Series, 
the Fez, 6:30 p.m., pedestrian 
Mall Fountain Stage
• Casey donahew Band, 8 
p.m., First Avenue Club, 1550 
S. First Ave.

• Sound Thoughts, 9 p.m., Mill
• Minus Six, 9 p.m., Blue 
Moose
• heatbox, dead Larry, 10 
p.m., gabe’s
• winterland, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club

TheATer
• Laura Ingalls Wilder, 10 a.m., 
englert
• Becky’s New Car, dreamwell, 
7:30 p.m., unitarian univer-
salist Society, 10 S. gilbert

MuSiC
• Saturday night Concert 
Series, City high & west high 
Jazz ensembles, 6:30 p.m., 
pedestrian Mall Fountain Stage
• Mirah, 8 p.m., gabe’s
• greg Brown, dream Center, 
Fundraiser for Fathers and 
Families, 8 p.m., englert
• A damn good Summer 2, 10 
p.m., gabe’s
• An evening with Funkdad-
dies, 10 p.m., Yacht Club

wordS
• Live from Prairie Lights, robert 
Fernandez and Mary hickman, 
7 p.m., prairie Lights, 15 S. 
dubuque

TheATer
• Becky’s New Car, dream-
well, 7:30 p.m., unitarian 
universalist Society, 10 S. 
gilbert

dAnCe
• ui Youth Ballet and School 
of dance Spring Concert, 
7:30 p.m., Space/place
• Free Bass dance party, 9 
p.m., Blue Moose
• graduation dance party, 10 
p.m., Mill

MiSCeLLAneouS
•old Capitol City roller derby 
girls, 7 p.m., Marriott, 300 
e. ninth St., Coralville

MuSiC
• duruflé’s Requiem, Chamber 
Singers, 3 p.m., First united 
Methodist Church, 214 e. 
Jefferson
• Anatomic, 9 p.m., gabe’s

dAnCe
•ui Youth Ballet and School 
of dance Spring Concert, 2 
p.m., Space/place

Autocorrect turns into a band

katy castronovo
When: 10 a.m. Saturday
Where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque
Admission: Free

Java Blend 
Presents: Dan 
Dimonte and the 
Bad assettes
When: 2 p.m. Friday
Where: Java House, 211 1/2 
E. Washington
Admission: Free
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DaIlyIowan.com
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Publicly acclaimed as 
the most authentic Mex-
ican food in Iowa City, La 
Michoacana Taqueria, 436 
Highway 1 W., sits unop-
posed.

For starters, its website 
doesn’t work. Talk about 
authentic. But in serious-
ness, there are a number 
of examples to be shown 
for its authenticity over 
the Tex-Mex style that is 
so popular in the States.

The array of glass-bot-
tled sodas in the cooler 
comprises mostly Jarritos, 
sodas flavored from fruit 
juices such as strawberry, 
grapefruit, and orange, 
made in Mexico. The set 

is completed with a wall 
mounted bottle opener.

Just over the wall of the 
restaurant area is a full 
market for your south-of-
the-border goods, includ-
ing piñatas and all the 
candies a kid could want. 
A good option for any fies-
tas or if you just want to be 
the coolest relative ever.

Back in the kitchen, 
you can hear the workers 
speak to one another in 
fluent Spanish. After or-
dering in English, I noticed 
a number of other custom-
ers confident enough to or-
der in Spanish.

If there’s a lull in the 
conversations, fútbol is on 
the television.

But what makes this 
place truly authentic? It 
can’t be just the appear-
ance of the restaurant or 
the language spoken.

Its menu is moderately 
complex, but I was ade-
quately prepared for this 
venture. I went with a va-

riety of the tacos: the carne 
asada, or steak, chorizo, 
or spicy sausage, and the 
fish taco, all of which came 
with onion and cilantro.

With an array of corn 
tortillas aligned in front 
of me, I took a brief glance 
at which taco would reign 
supreme before I began to 
devour them. After brief 
deliberation, I started 
with el chorizo.

The spice on the meat 
itself was comfortable, al-
most playful on the palate. 
Amplified by the sauces 
provided, I went with the 
verde caliente, or hot green 
sauce. The light portion of 
ground sausage was just 
enough to satisfy a small 
craving, as these are tacos 
and nobody would be full 
from just one.

The carne asada, or 
steak taco, had the same 
basic ingredients. The 
well-done beef was mod-
erately chewy but juicy 
enough that I believed it 

was steak. I added the in-
timidating radioactive-or-
ange colored salsa to the 
taco and was actually able 
to handle the taste.

The fish taco included a 
breaded piece of tilapia on 
top of pico de gallo, lettuce, 
and a small layer of tartar 
sauce. This was the one I 
hesitated most with, but 
the first bite reassured me. 

The fish had a light crisp 
and combined well with 
the freshness of the in-
gredients served with it. I 
added almost every sauce 
available to this taco, be-
cause the tartar quickly 
neutralized the spice.

I sought out authentic-
ity and found simplicity. 
Sometimes, the best tacos 
aren’t the ones with every 

ingredient, because those 
hinder the true flavors in 
the tortillas. Authenticity 
also means low prices, at 
least in my Mexican ad-
ventures, and they were 
very fair here.

An easy choice for take-
out, and you can bet I’ll 
return here as opposed to 
the centrally located ven-
ues on campus.

By Justus Flair
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Walking into Ethan 
Diehl’s studio apartment 
felt a bit like walking onto 
a movie set of how an art-
ist’s home should appear, 
so perfectly artsy, it was 
very nearly cliché.

The door opened into a 
long hallway lined with 
his oil paintings, predomi-
nantly black and white but 
with a few splashes of color 
throughout, all brightly lit.

As we continued down 
the passage, the apart-
ment widened into a 
spacious glass room over-
looking downtown Iowa 
City — a beautiful sev-
enth-story view of the Ped 
Mall, the Arcade Building, 
the green-glass skywalk 
bridging the two biology 
buildings, and the tower-
ing steeples of several lo-
cal landmarks. More art 
lines the walls here, too, 
but works of friends and 
fellow artists, not his own.

A partially completed 
colorless image of a wom-
an sat on a modern-look-
ing wooden easel, locked 
into place. But it hadn’t 
always been so secure; 
pointing to a smear of 
black and white turning 
into gray, Diehl said with 
a chuckle that was where 
the painting had fallen 
onto his head a few days 
previously, wiping paint 
across his hairless head 
and spreading it into 
squares of his painting.

Yes, squares of the 
painting. An oil painter, 
Diehl paints faces, pri-
marily women’s faces, 
based on photos he has 
taken of them. Using Ado-
be Photoshop, he breaks 
the photographs down 

into grids, usually .167-
by-.167 inch squares on a 
canvas as large as 5-by-5 
feet, and painstakingly 
paints each section in-
dividually with a Silver 
Bristlon Flat Zero brush 
— the only brush he uses.

“It’s kind of simple what 
I’m trying to accomplish,” 
Diehl said. “I come from 
a long line of storytellers; 
we tell stories, and I tell 
stories through my art. I 
use women’s faces and fig-
ures as a vehicle to tell a 
story about me or my fam-
ily or my life.”

And it’s been an inter-
esting life.

Born in Austin, Texas, 
Diehl moved to Iowa when 
his father, Paul Diehl, was 
offered a position at Grin-
nell College. A few years 
later, Paul Diehl became 
head of the University of 
Iowa’s Nonfiction Writing 
Program, and the family 
moved again.

Growing up a block 
south of the Field House, 
Diehl used to sell choco-
late-chip cookies in front 
of his home on Hawkeye 
football game days as he 
colored outside.

“There was always art 
around our house,” Die-
hl said. “From the earli-
est times, I can remem-
ber crayons and pencils 
and pens.”

The crayons, in particu-
lar, stick out to Diehl. One 
day, his older sister peeled 
off all the labels on his cray-
ons, and Diehl, who said he 
always wanted to color ev-
erything the correct shade 
and stay inside the lines, 
could not tell which colors 
to use. His perfect blue sky 
came out purple.

That day Diehl discov-
ered he was colorblind.

But that didn’t dampen 
his love for art. His expe-
rience with art at West 
High, though, did. His 
first high-school class, an 
art class, ended with him 
handcuffed to a desk, a 
“joke” by a senior, and his 
art classes did not much 
improve from there.

So he went off to college 
but not as an art major.

“I went to Stanford to be 
a rocket scientist. Literal-
ly,” Diehl said. “I wanted 
to build space weaponry. I 
didn’t want to kill people; 
I just wanted to blow shit 
up in space.”

As fun as that sounded 
at the time, he soon grew 
unhappy and bored, miss-
ing art. So he enrolled in a 
few art classes and, at the 
start of his junior year, be-
came an art major.

Truth spelled Mexican

The art of the face

Carne asada, chorizo, and fish tacos from La Michoacana Taqueria in Iowa City. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Ethan Diehl stands in the hallway of his downtown apartment on Sunday. Some of his work adorns the walls. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

By Ben Verhille
benjamin-verhille@uiowa.edu
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“We really believe the 
arts aren’t something you 
have to pay for and should 
be accessible to everyone 
despite your socioeco-
nomic status,” said Emily 
McMahon, 
the orga-
nization’s 
new de-
velopment 
d i r e c t o r. 
“There are 
lots of fes-
tivals you’d have to pay 
a ticket price to; we get a 
lot of phone calls asking 
where to get tickets, and 
we say, ‘It’s free.’ We’re 
lucky to have a city that 
supports our initiatives 
so much and a community 
that comes out to it.”

Because of city grants, 
donations, and local spon-
sors, Summer of the Arts 
is able to book both Iowa 
City artists and interna-
tional stars. This year, the 
Indigo Girls, Anat Cohen, 
and Al Jarreau (a UI al-
um) are among the dozens 
of musical acts.

The scope of these free 
events present their own 
challenges for organiz-
ers. Around 400 volun-
teers are needed to set 
up stages, microphones, 
spaces for food carts, re-
cycling stations, family 
booths, and numerous 
other tasks, while Sum-
mer of the Arts staff put 
in countless hours.

“There are a lot of 
challenges involved with 
what we do,” Barnes said. 
“The nice thing is if peo-
ple come to a festival, and 
it seems seamless, we’ve 
done our job.”

This job — to provide 
a range of outdoor enter-
tainment for people in and 
outside of Iowa City — is 
not done out of charity but 
a sense of obligation to the 
community and the arts.

“I was trying to think, 
what if there weren’t 
Summer of the Arts?” said 
Diana Lundell, the presi-
dent of the Summer of the 
Arts Board of Directors. 
“What would Iowa City 
be?  It’s just so expected 
now I can’t imagine its 
not happening. 

“I think it provides a 
really central gathering 
place for the bigger met-
ropolitan area to get out 
of your house, hopefully in 
good weather (that’s the 
No. 1 prayer always), and 
spend time with neigh-
bors, friends, people in 
nearby communities.”

 Barnes shared a similar 
belief — and concern for 
the weather.

“I honestly feel like 
what we offer the commu-
nity is so critically import-
ant,” she said. “It is a time 
when the community can 
come out after a terrible 
winter and enjoy the arts.”

Friday & Saturday Night 
Concert Series, Fri-
day-Sept. 12

A sure-fire sign that 
summer has arrived in 
Iowa City — and, indeed, 
Summer of the Arts — is 

the sound of live music 
drifting through down-
town on a Friday or Satur-
day evening.

The Pedestrian Mall 
Fountain Stage will host 
20 different musical acts 
for the Friday Night Con-
cert Series, including lo-
cal favorites David Zollo 
and the Body Electric, the 

Beggarmen, FunkDad-
dies, and Kevin BF Burt. 
This year, the Saturday 
Night Concert Series will 
host acts on one Saturday 
per month.

The first of this season’s 
Friday Night Concerts — 
featuring local Steely Dan 
tribute band the Fez — will 
not only kick off the 23-year-
old series but the Summer 
of the Arts at large.

“It’s one of the great-
est things about living 
and playing in Iowa City, 
these outdoor concerts,” 
saxophonist Saul Lubaroff 
said, one of the group’s 
15 members. “You get to 
reach your entire audi-
ence: grandparents, chil-
dren, people just walking 
by, or people visiting town 
who might not want to go 
to a bar.”

Saturday will mark the 
first Saturday Night Con-
cert and will feature the 
City High and West High 
Jazz Ensembles.

Summer of the Arts will 
team with the Iowa Pride 
Festival for its June 21 
concert and the Iowa City 
Latino Festival on Aug. 16.

Free Movie Series, June 
14-Aug. 21

This year marks the 
10th anniversary of Sum-
mer of the Arts’ Free 
Movie Series, and orga-
nizers plan to pay hom-
age to each successful 
year — with 10 more free, 
public movies.

“It’s hard to believe it’s 
been 10 years,” Barnes 
said. “To celebrate, we 
have 10 weeks of movies 
that tie into the number of 
the week … it’s just kind 
of fun and different.”

These numbered films 
start with Captain Amer-
ica: The First Avenger on 
June 14, then Despicable 
Me 2 the following Sat-
urday, The Three Muske-
teers on the third, Fan-
tastic Four the next, then 
Fast and Furious 6, Seven 
Years in Tibet, Super 8, 9, 
and finally, How to Lose a 
Guy in 10 Days on Aug. 21.

The film screenings are 
held on the Pentacrest 
and start as soon as the 
Sun goes down. Audience 
members are welcome to 
bring lawn chairs, blan-
kets, food, and families.

Arts Festival, June 6-8
One of Iowa City’s oldest 

and most beloved commu-
nity events, the Iowa Arts 
Festival is in its 31st year, 
and it continues to expand.

“Longevity is really 
helpful,” McMahon said. 

“I think the festival just 
gets better and better be-
cause of the ability of the 
Summer of the Arts staff 
to keep it relevant to the 
audience.”

Some long-running tra-
ditions of Arts Fest have 
been maintained, includ-
ing displayed works and 
demonstrations of more 

than 100 
artists se-
lected from 
across the 
c o u n t r y . 
There are 
also 12 mu-
sical per-

formances, including the 
headlining Indigo Girls 
and folk band Barefoot 
Movement.

Over the years, festival 
staff have added a culi-
nary row, beverage garden, 
Carnaval parade, and new 
artists’ pavilion, which 
caters to emerging high-
school and college-age 
artists. These events will 
span three days and sev-
eral downtown blocks.

MusicIC, June 18-21
Summer of the Arts’ 

only indoor festival is al-
so one of its most eclec-
tic, highlighting chamber 
music and literature from 
around the world.

MusicIC will feature 
four free concerts over 
four days, taking place 
at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, the Englert The-
ater, and the Iowa City 
Public Library. Perform-
ers include pianists, cel-
lists, violinists, and vo-
calists from as far away 
as New York and Poland.

There will also be art-
ists’ discussions and 
readings held throughout 
the festival.

Jazz Festival, July 3-5
Iowa City will cele-

brate the Fourth of July 
weekend in a distinc-
tively American manner: 
with jazz. The Iowa City 
Jazz Festival will feature 
globetrotting jazz profes-
sionals on its main stage 
and up-and-coming per-
formers on the college, 
youth, and local stages.

“The Jazz Fest com-
mittee did a good job not 
just of getting a mix of 
styles but jazz musicians 
from around the world,” 
Barnes said. “We have 
more female lead players 
than ever before.”

This year’s headlining 
acts include the Jared 
Gold Trio, Nordic Connect, 
the Anat Cohen Quartet, 
and Tom Harrell.

As with Arts Fest, there 
will also be a culinary row 
and beverage garden with 
local food and drink, as 
well as a FUN Zone with 
crafts, games, and snacks 
for kids. The final concert 
of Jazz Fest will lead into 
Iowa City’s July 4 fire-
works show.

Soul Festival, Sept. 19-21
After a successful first 

year, Summer of the Arts’ 
Soul Fest will migrate to the 
Pentacrest this year with its 
lineup of funk, blues, soul, 
and African musicians.

Three of the Soul Fest’s 
premier acts — including 
Jarreau — are sponsored 
by Hancher.

“I think I’m most looking 
forward to Al Jarreau. He’s 
a national star,” Lundell 
said. “It’s very helpful for us 
when we can partner with 
the university or other folks 
in bringing big acts in.”

Hancher Programming 
Director Jacob Yarrow 
said the Buddy Guy con-
cert at last year’s Soul 
Fest attracted thousands 
of people, encouraging the 
organizers to participate 
again — this year with the 
Ugandan artist Kinobe 
and pan-African/Latin 
group Conjunto Anglo 70.

“The African dance mu-
sic adds a whole different 
thing to the festival,” Yar-
row said.

Along with a children’s 
FUN Zone, culinary row, 
and beverage garden, 
a Marketplace has also 
been added to the event, 
featuring a variety of ven-
dors. And on Sept. 21, an 
additional ticketed gospel 
brunch will also be held at 
the Sheraton Hotel, 210 S. 
Dubuque St.

ARTS
Continued from1B

‘i was trying to think, what if there weren’t Summer 
of the Arts? What would iowa City be?  it’s just so 
expected now i can’t imagine its not happening.’

—diana Lundell,  President of Summer of the Arts Board of directors 

THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM     THURSDAY, MAY 15, 20144B 80 HOURS

Youth Ballet concert 
arrives

this weekend young dancers 
will dominate the stage, when the 
university of iowa Youth Ballet and 
School of dance will perform its 
spring concert.

the performances will take 
place in north Hall’s Space/Place. 
Admission is free for ui students, $6 
for youth and seniors, and $12 for the 
general public. the show will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. friday and Saturday, 2 
p.m. on may 18.

the Youth Ballet offers classes for 
ages 2 and up. Some of the programs 
include modern dance, jazz, body 
conditioning, and teen and adult 
classes. there is also a variety of 
difficulty levels offered for varying 
skill sets.

the ballet classes are offered 
for ages 7 and up. they focus on a 
variety of skills, including proper 
skeletal alignment, posture, strength, 
stretch of the legs and feet, fluid arm 
carriage, flexibility, and musicality.

the school was established in 
1972 and serves as a community 
outreach program that seeks to 
encouraging artistic expression and 

the love for teaching and learning 
dance.

the program has a variety 
of instructors, ranging from ui 
undergraduate students to faculty 
members who have worked for dance 
companies around the world.

this weekend’s event wraps up the 
school’s spring 2014 season. Summer 
classes are scheduled to begin June 
16 and continue through July 26.

— by Cassidy Riley 

Englert to get Wilder
A tale from another time in Ameri-

ca’s history is coming to iowa City.
the story of Laura ingalls Wilder 

will be performed at the englert 
theater, 221 e. Washington St., at 10 
a.m. friday. Admission is $5.

the musical chronicles Wilder’s 
journey with her family across the 
country. Along the way they face 
several obstacles, including scarlet 
fever and eviction from their land. 
the story is meant to be an uplifting 
tale of the strength of family and the 
pioneering spirit.

the show is presented by ArtsPow-

er, a theater company dedicated 
to children’s theater. its mission is 
two-fold. first, it seeks to provide 
kids with the opportunity to expe-
rience theater. through theater, the 
troupe also endeavors to provide kids 
with character education and foster 
self-expression and a desire to read.

 the nonprofit began in 1985, and 
it has created 27 original musicals 
and dramas — several of which have 
been based on books often read by 
young people. friday’s play is inspired 
by the true story of the American 
author who, through several auto-
biographical books, tells about her 
family’s adventures, trials, and travels 
across the unsettled midwest of the 
united States.

the show is appropriate for ages 
2 to 6 and is intended to connect to 
education on several fronts including 
an emphasis on family relationships, 
history, literature, communication 
skills, music, and values.

interested parents and teachers 
may download games and teaching 
materials at the ArtsPower website to 
help increase children’s understand-
ing of the show.

— by Cassidy Riley 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Singer/songwriter eilen Jewell sings at the 2013 iowa Arts festival in downtown iowa City 
on June 8, 2013. the festival focus of arts and culture celebrated its 30th year with more than 
125 local and national artists, and live music on two stages. (the daily iowan/file Photo)
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