
By Emma mcclatchEy
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After three and a half years of treat-
ment for acute lymphoblastic leukemia, 
Darick Witt and mother Shelley Witt were 
given the news they had been fighting for: 
Darick was cancer-free. 

But rather than rejoice, the 7-year-old 
Darick surprised his doctor by bursting 
into tears. 

“He said, you mean I don’t ever get to 
be a part of Dance Marathon again?’ ” Witt 
said. “For a child to go through treatment 
and cry when it’s over shows the relation-
ships he made were strong.”

Darick isn’t the only former Dance Mar-
athon “kiddo” who couldn’t bear to say 
goodbye to the University of Iowa organi-
zation. Even after returning to “normal” 
lives of school, sports, and hospital-free 
weekends, families of Dance Marathon 
graduates haven’t forgotten the program 
that made the transition from hospital 
stays to high school much easier.

“Every fun event they offered helped me 
maintain a normal lifestyle for him when 
we were really struggling,” said Witt, who 
was a single mom at the time of Darick’s 

diagnosis.
This sense of normalcy was achieved 

with everything from Dance Marathon 
Adventureland trips and Christmas gifts 
to simple parking vouchers — which saved 
the Witts from being stuck with a $198 
parking bill after Darick’s first hospital 
stay.

“Every time we go to the hospital, we 
laugh and reminisce and say if it wasn’t 
for Dance Marathon, we’d still be sitting in 

the ramp,” Witt said.
Now a 15-year-old freshman and bas-

ketball player at Calamus/Wheatland 
High, Darick said he uses his positive 
treatment experience to motivate current 
Dance Marathon families. Along with his 
mother, Darick has attended the last 10 
“Big Events” and founded mini-Marathons 
in his community of Wheatland, Iowa.

College Affordability 
Sen. Jack Hatch, D-Des Moines, visited the University of Iowa on Thursday to highlight his 
proposal to lower college costs. 
• The plan would provide a $3,000, 1 percent interest loan to needy Iowa students.
• The loans would be drawn from a $150 million fund.
• The fund would be drawn from the state budget surplus initially and funded in the future 
by the interest.

Source: Sen. Jack Hatch
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Dance Marathon alums remember Tsarnaev 
may face 
death

Sen. Jack Hatch, D-Des Moines, stands in the IMU on Thursday. Hatch is seeking the Democratic nomina-
tion to run for governor. (The Daily Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

A Democratic 
gubernatorial 

candidate visited the 
University of Iowa to 
discuss college costs.

By chrIs hIggINs
christopher-higgins@uiowa.edu

 Sen. Jack Hatch, D-Des Moines, advocated his 
plan to lower college costs on Thursday at the Uni-
versity of Iowa as he continues his campaign for the 
Democratic gubernatorial nomination. 

“We want the best schools with the best education 
so all of the kids can come here as an 18-year-old kid 
and graduate as a 21-year-old adult and be ready to 
tackle the world,” he said.

 The plan, which Hatch calls “Open Doors for Io-
wa Students” comprises two major proposals, the 
first of which he terms the “accelerated bachelor’s.” 
It would allow a student to complete a four-year 
college degree in three years by completing course 
requirements at any Iowa college or university with 
easy transfers.

 “If you can get through college in three years in-
stead of four, your costs will come down,” Hatch said. 
“The biggest barrier to that is when a college or uni-
versity doesn’t have the variety for you to take the 
courses when you need to.”

He is confident both public and private universi-
ties would support the proposal. Public universities 
are held accountable by the state Board of Regents, 
and private universities are incentivized because 
they receive tuition grant money from the state and 
would participate to ensure the universities receive 
the grants in the future.

 The second proposal is $3,000 need-based loans 
for Iowa students from the state to be drawn from a 
$150 million fund. The loans would have a 1 percent 

Contributed

The University of Iowa’s 
chapter of the NAACP will 
use its first observance of 
Black History Month as 
an organization to find 
additional members.

By KEvIN svEc
kevin-svec@uiowa.edu

African-American student enroll-
ment was limited on the University of 
Iowa campus up until the 1960s.

But more than 50 years later, the UI 
chapter of the NAACP prepares for its 
first Black History Month on campus.

With February approaching, the 
organization plans to help spread its 
cause throughout the community as 
well as the university. 

The NAACP was founded on Feb. 12, 
1909 as a way to support civil rights. 
Today, it serves as a way to bring mi-
norities together and help educate 
them about equality. 

Since the UI chapter is fairly new, 
the primary goal is to get the word out 
to other students on campus and cre-
ate a larger following, which would re-
sult in more service to the community.  

During Black History Month, the 
chapter has activities planned for the 
third week of February. Some of the 
activities include a Sunday Dinner, a 
dance class, and a documentary film 
night.

Brittney Reed, the president of the 
UI’s NAACP, grew up in Des Moines, 
where she served on the youth council, 
also as president. 

“When I first came to [the UI], I was 
shocked there was no NAACP organi-
zation,” Reed said. 

Rodnika Carter, treasurer of the UI’s 
chapter, said UI Student Government 

Dance Marathon graduates 
celebrate their victory over 
cancer by keeping their 
experience close to heart.

By DENIsE lavOIE
Associated Press

BOSTON  — Federal prosecutors 
Thursday announced they will seek 
the death penalty against 20-year-old 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev in the Boston Mar-
athon bombing, accusing him of betray-
ing his adopted country by ruthlessly 
carrying out a terrorist attack calculat-
ed to cause maximum carnage.

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder’s 
decision to press for Tsarnaev’s exe-
cution was widely expected. The twin 
blasts last April killed three people and 
wounded more than 260; more than 
half the 30 federal charges against 
Tsarnaev — including using a weapon 
of mass destruction to kill — carry a 
possible death sentence.

“The nature of the conduct at issue 
and the resultant harm compel this 
decision,” Holder said in a statement 
of just two terse and dispassionate sen-
tences that instantly raised the stakes 
in one of the most wrenching criminal 
cases Boston has ever seen.

FOllOW Our spOrts cOvEragE thIs WEEKEND ON 
DaIlyIOWaN.cOm aND @DI_spOrts_DEsK.





partly funds the group.
The organization also is 

working on creating fund-
raisers to further benefit its 
cause. 

“There was a lack of sup-
port from students in past 

years,” Carter said. “We 
have a need for dedicated 
people to donate their time 
to our cause.” 

The NAACP is working 
on numerous projects for 
the coming year. The orga-
nization has started work-
ing with the Dream Center 
with to help adults study to 
earn GEDs and holding af-
ter-school programs for mi-

nority children.  In this pro-
gram, members will help 
the kids with homework 
and have activities to offer 
them guidance.

The organization also 
plans to start a pen-pal pro-
gram with inner-city kids 
from Detroit to help mentor 
them and give them quality 
advice in their upbringing. 

“There were a lot of Afri-

can-American groups, but 
not many focused on the 
community,” Reed said.

The UI is joining its re-
gent counterparts as its 
NAACP chapter becomes 
more involved on campus.

Tiara Mays, president of 
the Iowa State University 
chapter, has similar mo-
tives for the Ames commu-
nity during Black History 

Month. 
“Our history tends to get 

forgotten, it is up to us to let 
the people know that it is 
important and a big part of 
our culture,” Mays said. 

Michael Hill, a UI profes-
sor of African-American lit-
erature, advises the group 
on campus. He said if the 
group wants to find success, 
they have to increase their 

membership.
“At this point, the chief 

importance is to get people 
involved in issues in their 
community,” he said. “The 
NAACP gears students 
up to be part of the larger 
picture, what needs to be 
diagnosed in the commu-
nity and the steps involved 
in accomplishing those is-
sues.”
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interest. The fund would be 
drawn from the existing 
budget surplus, effectively 
keeping banks out of the 
student-loan discussion.

 “We’re actually elimi-
nating the middleman,” he 
said. “That’s how we can 
keep the grant low.”

 Hatch said the fund 
would be maintained in 
the future by the interest 
received from the previous 
years’ loans. He believes 
the loan would push more 
students into Iowa colleges 
as a result of lowered costs 
and influence universities 
to become more efficient.

 “No college will tell you 
that they don’t need more 
money, but they can man-
age their money,” he said. 

“Students have very little 
resources to manage their 
student debt.”

 Hatch characterized 
Gov. Terry Branstad as “in 
the back row” and “silent” 
on the issue of college costs. 
In response, Terry Schultz, 
Branstad-Reynolds cam-
paign communications 
director, emphasized the 
jobs created and the lower 
unemployment rate during 
the governor’s tenure.

“Clearly, students know 
that they have a pro-jobs 
governor and pro-jobs gov-
ernment working for them 
for after they graduate,” 
Schultz said.

Democratic candidate 
Jonathan Narcisse and 
former member of the Des 
Moines School Board criti-
cized Hatch’s plan for draw-
ing on the budget surplus. 

Narcisse said his plan to 
lower college costs would 

not need to draw from the 
fund. Instead, he said it 
would eliminate the cost 
of “fraud, bureaucracy, 
and white-collar welfare” 
in K-12 education in order 
to provide tuition mon-
ey to students who would 
be willing to volunteer 40 
hours per summer and 
work in Iowa one year for 
every year they receive 
state funds.

Although the organiza-

tion does not officially en-
dorse candidates, Hatch’s 
plan has drawn the inter-
est of the UI Democrats.

 “[Hatch] has spoken to 
members of the University 
Democrats before and has 
been very well-received,” 
said University Democrats 
President Carter Bell. 
“We will push all of Sen. 
Hatch’s education-related 
proposals to encourage stu-
dents to vote.”
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“I feel the need to go out 
and do my fair share,” said 
Darick. “I’m not going to 
take that all for granted. 
These kids haven’t lost 
their battle, and there’s 
a good chance they won’t 
lose their battle.”

A mere 2-year-old when 
she finished treatment 
for retinoblastoma, 2009 
Dance Marathon gradu-
ate Sena Graham can’t 
remember many hospital 
visits. But the now-12-
year-old still lives with 

the side effects of her ra-
re cancer, including a lack 
of vision in her right eye 
— which hasn’t kept the 
sharp Clear Creek Ama-
na middle schooler from 
swimming, dancing, and 
maintaining a long-dis-
tance relationship with a 
fellow retinoblastoma sur-
vivor in Scotland.

“I kind of want to be a 
librarian or a geologist or 
a journalist, because I like 
to get up in people’s busi-
ness — and holding micro-
phones is awesome,” said 
Sena, who gets particular-
ly motivated after attend-
ing Dance Marathon’s Big 
Event each year. “I look for-
ward to it a lot. At Dance 
Marathon, nobody asks me 

why I have weird eyes.”
Mother Lori Graham 

— who was inspired to 
become a teacher for the 
visually impaired after Se-
na’s experience — said she 
is glad to have a connec-
tion with Dance Marathon 
on the rare chance her 
daughter’s cancer should 
return.

“Some of the [family 
representatives] have just 
been a huge part of our 
lives,” Graham said. “Se-
na does everything every-
one else does. The biggest 
thing is she can’t go see 3D 
movies.”

Keokuk High School 
freshman Connor Mus-
ton hasn’t been afraid to 
spread his horizons, either, 

especially since his spir-
it-lifting Dance Marathon 
graduation in 2011. 

“It felt like I was grad-
uating from high school. 
It was a really great mo-
ment,” Connor said. “I say 
to the other kids, do not 
stop fighting. Keep this 
going until there’s nothing 
left of the cancer.”

Like Darick, Connor 
fought acute lymphoblas-
tic leukemia for three and 
a half years before finish-
ing treatment in 2005. 
Despite developing some 
learning disabilities as a 
result of his chemotherapy, 
Connor has made the var-
sity cross-country team, is 
an aspiring Lego designer, 
and plans to visit Boston 

in August to cheer on his 
beloved Red Sox alongside 
mother Amy Johnson.

“Your life never real-
ly goes back to normal; 
there’s always that fear 
the cancer will come back,” 
Johnson said. “But he has 
no restrictions on what he’s 
allowed to do. We’re an av-
erage family; we just hap-
pen to be a cancer family.” 

And despite the heart-
break that comes with a 
cancer diagnosis, Shelley 
Witt said the relationships 
formed throughout the 
treatment process have 
changed her family for the 
better.

“Darick was around so 
many kids with illness 
and disability it made him 

such a kind and thought-
ful person,” she said. “It’s 
really shaped who he has 
become as a teenager. Peo-
ple were so giving to him 
that he wants to be giving 
and loving to them.”

Johnson said her son’s 
endurance — as one of his 
school’s top runners, and 
as a cancer survivor —
has become an inspiration 
in their community, and 
hopefully to current Dance 
Marathon families as well.

“You can win, you just 
have to keep your strength 
together. It’s possible to get 
there,” she said. “It’s not a 
sprint, it’s a marathon.”

Daily iowan reporter emma mCClatChey 
partiCipates in danCe marathon.



While I’m not a seri-
ous NFL fan, I did hear 
about the controversy 
surrounding Seattle 
Seahawk 25-year-old 
cornerback Richard 
Sherman. It was his 
heated and passionate 
behavior in an inter-
view following the NFC 
Championship Game 
that instilled tremen-
dous fear and even 
disgust among some 
viewers. Some took it 
upon themselves to 
further insult Sherman 
with racial slurs and 
call him a thug.

Granted, many 
people had no prob-
lem with his outburst. 
Football is a physically 
demanding and argu-
ably violent activity 
in which players are 
bound to express an 
array of feelings on and 
off the field. Sherman’s 
anger in his interview 
with Erin Andrews 
was directed at 49er 
receiver Michael Crab-

tree, who immaturely 
rejected his handshake 
at the end of the game. 

But more concern-
ing than Sherman’s 
postgame behavior 
was the horrendous 
and offensive public 
scrutiny that ensued 
after his interview. 
Footage showed him 
yelling and photo-
graphs focused solely 
on his wild expressions. 
This depiction is all too 
familiar — the image 
presented in the media 
is that of a black male 
as a hostile menace to 
society who must be 
restrained. 

The stereotype of 
the Brute Negro has 
circulated since Recon-
struction — internal-
ized by those who hold 
anti-black prejudices 
close to their hearts. 
This vicious, aggres-
sive, and animalistic 
creature resembles 
a beast who must be 
stopped — a caricature 
created by white people 
to dehumanize black 
males. This portrayal 
has encouraged the 
country to see how in-
adequate black men are 
by themselves without 
white intervention. 

In 21st-century 

vernacular, the Brute 
is now referred to as 
the “thug.” It was used 
to refer to the late 
Trayvon Martin, and it 
continues to be an epi-
thet used in the crimi-
nalization of black men. 
A black face means 
trouble. There’s no 
surprise angry tweets 
and messages poured 
in deeming Sherman as 
such.

There are certain 
words in the English 
language that have 
racial connotations. 
Regardless of the tone 
used, the context in 
conversation, or the 
images we have been 
trained to associate 
with particular words, 
they render discom-
fort. “Thug” is merely 
a derogatory name 
attributed to black men 
that allows someone to 
implicitly insult them. 

Sherman admitted in 
a recent press confer-
ence, “The only reason 
[thug] bothers me is 
because it seems like 
it’s the accepted way of 
calling somebody the 
N-word nowadays.” He 
then asks, “What’s the 
definition of a thug, 
really?”

To understand the 

history behind the 
Brute stereotype is 
to then understand 
how and why the word 
“thug” has transformed 
into an abusive and 
racially coded term for 
black men.

It’s easy to consider 
Sherman as a hot-tem-
pered black male. While 
I think his behavior 
after the NFC game 
was uncalled for, I don’t 
think it’s right to fur-
ther assume that he’s 
terrible person overall, 
however.

Perhaps the diss from 
Crabtree, coupled with 
the joy in knowing he 
will play in the Super 
Bowl, created a sense 
of empowerment — so 
much that he loss his 
temper.

Regardless, to call 
someone a thug is to 
deem the individual 
unworthy, unintelligent, 
and up to no good. It 
strips away their hu-
manity and forces them 
to become nothing but a 
one-dimensional idea. 

Sherman is far from 
a thug. From Compton 
to Stanford to partic-
ipating in this year’s 
Super Bowl, he truly is 
the epitome of the rags 
to riches success story.

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

The definition of a ‘thug’

COLUMN

Nobody likes being de-
ceived. But can self-decep-
tion actually be beneficial? 
Absolutely. If you’re stuck 
in a horrible job, you’ll 
probably try to persuade 
yourself that it’s worth it. 
Otherwise, you’re spend-
ing a good chunk of your 
life being miserable for no 
good reason. Similarly, we 
have other illusions that 
protect us, but as the name 
suggests, they invariably 
distort reality.

Humans are wired to see 
their success as accom-
plished through hard work 
and talent, while their 
failures are the product of 
circumstances.

Let’s start somewhere 
familiar: income inequality. 
The Pew Research Center 
released a report last week, 
showing that people with 
less income blame their 
situation on circumstance. 
Those with higher incomes 
pinned their success on 
hard work. Most of the poor 
said the rich just got lucky. 

If I’m in a good spot, it’s 
because I’m a swell guy, and 
if I’m not doing so hot, it 
was just beyond my control.

It all sounds very 
self-serving, but this is part 
of how we maintain the 
very useful illusion of con-
trol. Imagine thinking you 
don’t have any power to in-
fluence your life’s direction. 
Sounds pretty depressing.

In fact, a series of exper-
iments conducted by social 
psychologists in 1979 and 
1981 found that when good 
or bad things happened 
to depressed participants, 
they accurately believed 
that it was beyond their 
control. When good things 
happened to nondepressed 
participants, they thought 
they had control, but when 
something bad occurred, 
they said they had no 
control. 

People who suffer from 

depression are not nec-
essarily wrong in their 
worldview. In some ways, 
they are free of many illu-
sions that keep most people 
optimistic. Control is very 
much an illusion, or at least 
the degree of control we 
assume we have. Critically 
though, we don’t think we 
have control when things 
go wrong.

This dynamic is almost 
certainly part of why the 
poor blame circumstances 
and the wealth praise their 
own hard work and talent.

Although the polar-op-
posite explanations the 
rich and poor have for their 
respective places in society 
may seem downright self-
ish, one finding that Pew 
reported seems somewhat 
perplexing. The wealthy 
— so fond of the virtues of 
hard work — were evenly 
split on whether people 
were poor because of lack of 
effort or circumstance.

To understand this ap-
parent discrepancy, consid-
er one study that randomly 
assigned participants to 
write a challenging (but not 
excessively difficult) quiz. 
Others had to answer the 
questions while the rest 
watched. Once the quiz 
ended, contestants and 
the audience consistently 
rated the questioner as 
more knowledgeable than 
the answerers, even though 
everyone knew the assign-
ment had been completely 
random. The quiz hosts did 
not, however, rate them-
selves as superior to the 
contestants. 

In his social psychology 
self-help book Knowing 
People, University of Iowa 
sociology Professor Michael 
Lovaglia suggested that 
“it may be true that those 
in positions of great power 
can sometimes more clearly 
see the effects of situational 
factors.”

This may explain why 
quiz hosts in the experi-
ment didn’t see themselves 
as better than the contes-
tants, and perhaps also why 
Americans at the top of the 
income ladder are unsure 
about why poor people are 
poor. Those in authority, to 
a certain degree, appear to 
recognize their advantage.

Ashley Lee
ashley-lee-1@uiowa.edu
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They’re bad news
Virtually everyone loves the Super Bowl and anx-

iously awaits the wonderful commercials that air 
during it. 

But what people fail to realize is that these Su-
per Bowl commercials advertise a lot more than the 
products or services that companies are trying to get 
people to spend bucks on. Along with the materialistic 
ideas that Super Bowl commercials perpetuate for our 
highly materialistic society, they are also incessantly 
promoting sexist values. 

Anyone who has ever seen even one or two Super 
Bowl ads can quickly pick up on that.

Take last year’s Go Daddy commercial, for instance. 
The company tells people that small businesses should 
have a “sexy side,” which is represented by Israeli 
fashion model Bar Rafaeli, and a “smart side,” which 
is represented by an unattractive dude called Walter. 
The company says they are a good mix of smart and 
sexy, and the commercial ends with Bar and Walter 
making out.

Whereas it might seem like Go Daddy is just light-
heartedly trying to promote its website hosting ser-
vice, what it’s actually saying to the American public 
is “girls are supposed to be sexy, boys are supposed to 
be smart.” And from the sight of Bar and Walter kiss-
ing passionately, it’s obvious that the two (smart and 
sexy) are inherently separate entities.

Surprisingly, this commercial was one of the less 
misogynistic ones, especially in comparison with the 
Audi ad.

In that commercial, a dateless nerd goes to his prom 
and ambushes the prom queen on the dance floor, forc-
ing her to kiss him. As a result (even though the girl is 
shown to have liked the forced sexual encounter, a.k.a. 
sexual assault) the girl’s jock boyfriend gives the nerd 
a black eye. But, the nerd drives away in his Audi con-
tent with the night’s events.

Although Audi markets this as bravery, what it real-
ly represents is America’s prevalent rape culture and 
the belief that men have to assert dominance and con-
trol over a woman’s body to prove their masculinity.

There are numerous other ridiculous commercials 
— such as the Doritos commercial from Super Bowl 
XLVII — featuring big-breasted women with full lips, 
beautiful long hair, and perfect skin to attract people.

Because no one would buy Doritos if they hadn’t 
seen a “sexy” woman covered in them on TV.

Obviously, I’m being sarcastic. It’s not at all neces-
sary for huge corporations to advertise their products 
by objectifying women. There are so many positive 
ways in which commercials could be directed — such 
as last year’s interracial Cheerios commercial, which 
(not surprisingly) many idiotic people found to be out-
rageous.

But perhaps the sad truth is that rather than influ-
encing our society’s values, the commercials are sim-
ply representing them.

— Sri Ponnada

They’re harmless
If the biggest part of your Super Bowl Sunday 

is the slew of entertaining commercials, you’re 
not alone. Many viewers admit it’s the sole rea-
son they tune in. Because the game draws in such 
a large, diverse crowd of people from all over the 
country, companies change their advertising in 
a fashion that drops dull, repetitive stereotypes 
for commercials that are more relatable, memo-
rable, and socially harmless. 

It’s important to note that the discussion isn’t 
about your typical football programming. If that 
were the case, I’d be on the other side of the spec-
trum. Advertisements for beer and trucks are the 
main culprits of perpetuating social stereotypes, 
inviting you — commercial break after commer-
cial break — to “grab some Buds and laugh at 
women” or “be a cowboy,” respectively. It’s made 
me quite the pessimist. 

But even these strongly rooted campaigns are 
shaken up by Super Bowl advertising. For ex-
ample, note last year’s Budweiser commercial. A 
Clydesdale breeder raises and then sends one of 
his horses off to join the Budweiser team and, 
after driving to view a parade in the city, has a 
touching reunion with the animal. He even rests 
his face against the creature and gives it a hug 
as our hearts are torn out and stomped on by 
Fleetwood Mac’s “Landslide.” It hardly imposes 
the typical idea of “masculinity.” 

An older commercial for EDS, a data-systems 
company, depicted the hardships of ranching cats 
— yes, cats — poking fun at “rugged-man” pop-
ulism we usually see from Chevy or Dodge. And 
as far as sexuality is concerned, a Dockers com-
mercial from 2010, featuring middle-aged men 
in briefs marching through a field and chanting 
that they “wear no pants,” marked a dramatic 
shift in the way advertising features the human 
body. 

With a price tag running around $4 million 
per slot this year, companies can’t afford to be 
drab, offensive, or repetitive. Considering that 
around half of Super Bowl viewers are women, 
it wouldn’t make sense to force the audience to 
pick a side on anything. The advent of social net-
working, giving people a chance to quickly com-
plain, also helps keep commercials in check — a 
barrage of angry tweets and blogs could make 
that ad space much more costly.

Yes, there are a few bad apples, but they are 
quickly forgotten. If anything, those making 
“statements” operate more as social commentar-
ies, much like a standup comedian, or they make 
fun of typical advertising. Others simply sur-
prise us, tickling the infantile parts of our brains 
with Dorito samurais and senior citizens acting 
like teenagers. 

— Adam Gromotka

pOINT/COUNTERpOINT

Do Super Bowl advertisements 
reinforce negative stereotypes?

 A helpful 
illusion backfires
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Sunday’s Super Bowl will not only be the most-watched evening of TV all year but 
also the year’s largest advertising bonanza with 30-second spots going for around 
$4 million. They’re immensely popular, but are these ads bad for society or are they 
harmless fun?
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Abandoned cars sit idle along Northside Parkway in Atlanta Thursday. Troopers and soldiers were refilling gas tanks and providing 
jumps to people with dead batteries so that stalled vehicles could get moving. (Associated Press/Atlanta Journal & Constitution, 
John Spink)

FLORENCE, Italy  — 
More than two years after 
Amanda Knox returned 
to the U.S. apparently 
home free, an Italian court 
Thursday reinstated her 
murder conviction in the 
stabbing of her roommate 
and increased her sen-
tence to 28½ years in pris-
on, raising the specter of a 
long extradition fight.

Knox, 26, received word 
in her hometown of Se-
attle. The former Amer-
ican exchange student 
said she was “frightened 
and saddened by the un-
just verdict” and blamed 
“overzealous and in-
transigent prosecution,” 
“narrow-minded investi-
gation,” and coercive in-
terrogation techniques.

“This has gotten out 
of hand,” Knox said in a 
statement. “Having been 
found innocent before, I 
expected better from the 
Italian justice system.”

Lawyers for Knox and 
29-year-old ex-boyfriend 
Raffaele Sollecito, who 
was also found guilty, 
vowed to appeal to Italy’s 
highest court, a process 
that will take at least a 
year and drag out a see-
saw legal battle that has 
fascinated court-watchers 
on both sides of the Atlan-
tic and led to lurid tabloid 
headlines about “Foxy 
Knoxy” and her sex life.

It was the third trial for 
Knox and Sollecito, whose 
first two trials in the 2007 
slaying of British ex-

change student Meredith 
Kercher produced flip-flop 
verdicts of guilty, then in-
nocent.

After the acquittal in 
2011, Knox returned to 
the U.S., where she evi-
dently hoped to put her-
self beyond the reach of 
Italian law. But Italy’s Su-
preme Court soon ordered 
a third trial.

On Thursday, the panel 
of two judges and six lay 
jury members deliberated 
11½ hours before issu-
ing its decision, stiffening 
Knox’s original 26-year 
sentence, apparently to 
take into account an addi-
tional conviction for slan-
der, while confirming Sol-
lecito’s 25-year term.

— Associated Press

Knox’s murder conviction 

County OKs Road Plan 
The Johnson County Board of Supervisors approved collaboration 
with North Liberty for reconstruction of Mehaffey Bridge Road.

By Carter CranBerg
carter-cranberg@uiowa.edu 

The Johnson County 
Board of Supervisors 
gave the green light on 
Thursday to a major 
project proposed last 
week by the Secondary 
Roads Department.

The project will not 
only widen but also re-
pave Mehaffey Bridge 
Road at an estimated 
cost of $1.5 million to 
$5 million. Secondary 
Roads will use a process 
called “cold-and-place 
recycling,” a cost-saving 
method that involves 
combining reused ma-
terial from the old road 
with new asphalt. 

During last week’s 
meeting, Assistant 
County Engineer Ed 
Bartels presented the 
proposal to the supervi-
sors during an informal 
meeting. He indicated 
Secondary Roads would 
collaborate with North 
Liberty on the construc-
tion of the road in a 
move to split the work 
as well as the cost. 

North Liberty Street 
Superintendent Don 
Colony, who was not 
present at the meeting, 
expressed his desire to 
partner with Johnson 
County on tackling the 
project.

“We tag-teamed un-
der their bid because 
it’s such a large proj-
ect that we can proba-
bly get better prices if 

we expand the project,” 
Colony said. “And we 
won’t have to each pay 
mobilization twice.”

Right now, North Lib-
erty would pay an esti-
mated $1.01 million of 
the total. Despite the 
potential for a cost-
ly project, Secondary 
Roads has factored this 
into its five-year budget 
and will be able to han-
dle the cost, officials 
say. 

Bartels pointed out 
that by working togeth-
er on a larger portion 
of road, the city and 
the county hope to save 
money by attracting a 
wider range of bidders. 

One of the main con-
siderations of this 
project has been conve-
nience to motorists. 

There will be one lane 
open during the road 
work. Because of the 
ability to work day and 
night unrestricted, Sec-
ondary Roads officials 
hopes to complete the 
project as quickly and 
with as little interfer-
ence as possible. 

In an effort to keep 
the public in the loop, 
Secondary Roads offi-
cials will post updates 
via a Twitter feed and 
website, as well as 
electric signs along the 
road. In addition, Sec-
ondary Roads employ-
ees will be use hot-mix 
asphalt, a process that 
allows motorists to 
drive on the new road 

soon after it has been 
paved.

“The problem with 
concrete is usually you 
have to shut down the 
road for it to be effec-
tive, because it has to 
cure. [With] asphalt, 
you can drive on it pret-
ty much the same day 
they put it down,” Bar-
tels said.

Concerns over the 
lack of access for bikers 
was brought up during 
last week’s meeting; 
however, the widening 
will allow for safer bik-
ing and an adequate 
number of breaks in the 
center lane will make 
road crossing easy. 

Supervisor Chair-
woman Janelle Rettig 
said she was satisfied 
with biker accommoda-
tion.

“The shoulders are 
set to be 4 feet in width, 
which is great,” Rettig 
said. “And in addition, 
we have plans to put a 
separate trail alongside 
the highway in three 
years.”

Johnson County En-
gineer Greg Parker out-
lined a timeline for the 
project. 

“We are looking at a 
green-light on contract-
ing in April and to hope-
fully start construction 
in June or July,” he said. 
“We’re also going to hold 
a public meeting the 
first week of May, hope-
fully at the phone com-
pany in North Liberty.”

Jam in atlanta



• UIHC Scarf and Mitten Tree, donate such winter accessories 
as hats, scarves, mittens, etc., UIHC Main Entrance Lobby 
(Elevator E, Level 1)
• Iowa Centers for Enterprises Dev/Iowa Bootcamp, nine-
week program for web developers, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Thinc Lab, 122 
E. Market
• Fulbright Intensive Workshop, 9 a.m., 1117 University 
Capitol Center
• English Language Discussion Circles, noon, S126 Pappa-
john Business Building
• Nebraska, 4 p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• UI School of Music Presents: Dee Bierschenk, trumpet, 6 
p.m., University Capitol Center Recital Hall 
• Anthology, 7 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Wapsipinicon Almanac Reading, 
7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• Good People, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Of Mice and Men, 7:30 p.m., Iowa City Community Theater, 
4265 Oak Crest Hill Road S.E.
• Monopoly, UI Theater Gallery Series, 8 p.m., Theater Building 
Theater B
• Oscar Shorts — Animated, 9 p.m., FilmScene
• I Am Divine, 11 p.m., FilmScene/Bijou After Hours

today’s events

submit an event
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

14 iowa City 
“buzzfeed” articles:

• 7 Types of People You 
See When You’re Early 

to Class
• 17 Times You’ve Lied 

About Having Homework 
When Really You

Wanted to Watch Netflix
• 34 Foods You Thought 

Were Edible at Burge but 
Weren’t

• 28 Times You Felt 
Guilty for Ordering Jim-
my John’s a Block Away
• 36 Justifications You 
Give Yourself for Skip-

ping Class
• 12 Gifs of You Slipping 

on the Ice
• 22 Believable but still 
Ridiculous Excuses to 
Give Your Professor
for Missing Class

• 11 Times You’ve Lied 
About Seeing Ashton 
Kutcher on Campus

• 3 Classes You’ve Taken 
to Meet Hot Boys (but 

still didn’t)
• 16 Times You’ve Told 

Yourself Your Art Degree 
Will Pay Off

• 19 Signs You Have an 
English Major in Your 

Class
• 12 Campus Jobs You’ve 
Always Wanted (so you 

can be on Facebook)
• 365 Days Class 

Should’ve Been Can-
celled

• 69 Strangers You’ve 
Randomly Yelled “GO 

HAWKS!!” at

L.C. Graf thanks the unoriginality 
of Buzzfeed and hopes she doesn’t 

get sued.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Don’t be trapped by dogma — which is living with the results of other people’s thinking
— Steve Jobs

Friday, January 31, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

aRies (March 21-April 19): Focus on what you can do to help others, not on 
trying to impress people who are negative or only interested on benefiting 
themselves. Your kindness and generosity will be appreciated and will help you 
build a strong alliance with someone special.
tauRus (April 20-May 20): Use your imagination and creative input when 
looking for solutions, and you will hit the jackpot and win favors. Your ability to 
show professionalism, as well as concern and honesty, will help secure future 
prospects. Keep your emotions under control.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): Consider services you can offer, and present what 
you’ve got to those willing to pay. Good fortune can be yours if you are pas-
sionate about what you do and how you do it. Modernization is your ticket to 
success.
CanCeR (June 21-July 22): Position yourself so that you get the chance to view 
or experience other life choices or ethnic traditions. Travel or research destina-
tions that interest you, and you will be able to incorporate what you find into 
your everyday life.
LeO (July 23-Aug. 22): Offer a deal that is hard to turn down. Talk about a partner-
ship or joint venture that is unique and full of potential. Take action, and you will 
get what you want. If you include individuals from different backgrounds, you 
will get diverse feedback.
viRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Take the path that is most unusual. Delve into the 
unfamiliar, and take it upon yourself to discover new possibilities, but don’t let 
someone with farfetched dreams interfere in a solid plan that promises success. 
Control will be necessary.
LibRa (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Alter the way or what you do to ensure that you achieve 
satisfaction and personal happiness. A change in the way you treat someone or 
the company you keep will bring mixed feelings and responses from friends and 
family.
sCORPiO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t let emotions take over when dealing with 
domestic or household situations. You have to separate your feelings from the 
reality of whatever changes occur. Use your imagination, and you will find alter-
native means to get what you want.
saGittaRius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Consider your current situation and how well 
it’s working out for you. Question whether you want to continue down the same 
path or make changes by picking up more skills or education or moving to a 
difficult location. Follow your instincts, not someone else.
CaPRiCORn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You’ll have plenty of ideas, but not all will be 
feasible. Consider what’s involved, and make choices based on reason. Wanting 
to please someone at the expense of risking your own position or security isn’t 
going to play out well.
aQuaRius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Re-evaluate your position, and size up the pros-
pects and how you can reach a destination that will bring you greater satisfac-
tion. Use your imagination, and you will find a unique way to use your talents to 
help your community.
PisCes (Feb. 19-March 20): Listen, and react quietly. The fewer people know 
about what you are doing, the better. You will avoid meddling if you sneak below 
the radar and put everything in place before presenting or promoting what you 
have accomplished. Romance is highlighted.
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8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Instru-Mental Madness
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI
6-8 p.m. The Fuzz Fix
8-10 p.m. Eclectic Anesthetic
10 p.m.- Midnight The Chrysanthemum Sound System

6

Daily Break
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The Iowa women’s gym-
nastics team hits the road 
to Champaign, Ill., to take 
on No. 17 Illinois today. 

On Jan. 24, the Gym-
Hawks hosted No. 9 Ne-
braska in Carver-Hawk-
eye. Iowa posted its 
second-highest team score 
this season (193.250) in 
front of a season-high 
home crowd of 1,641 fans. 
The Hawks were able to ac-
complish this without their 
usual lineup because of a 
plethora of injuries. Fresh-
man Mollie Drenth was the 
only all-around competitor 
for Iowa, and she posted a 
score of 38.325. The Hawks 
posted a season-best score 
on vault (48.500).

This will be the team’s 
second conference match-
up of the season. Illi-
nois (3-1, 0-1) lost to No. 
14 Minnesota in its Big 
Ten opener on Jan. 25, 

196.225-195.350. Despite 
an injury-plagued season, 
the Hawkeyes have vastly 
improved their team score 
from the start of the sea-
son to now. 

The meet is scheduled 
to begin at 7 p.m. in Huff 
Hall. The dual will appear 
on the Big Ten Network as 
a tape-delay at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday. 

By Jordan Bucher
jordan-bucher@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s gymnastics team will face its third nationally 
ranked opponent today.

GymHawks head to 
Illinois this weekend

Iowa women’s 
gymnastics at 
Illinois

When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Champaign, Ill.
Watch: BTN (tape delay, 9 a.m. 
Saturday)

The Iowa men’s swim-
ming and diving team 
will try to redeem it-
self following a tough 
loss this past weekend 
against Northwestern 
when it travels to South 
Bend, Ind., for the annual 
Shamrock Invitational. 

The No. 25 Hawkeyes 
will square off against 
the host Notre Dame as 
well as Missouri State in 
the two-day meet at Rolfs 
Aquatic Center. 

“We go to this meet for 
a couple reasons,” head 
coach Marc Long said. 
“For one, Notre Dame is a 
great host. It’s also a lot of 
races packed into not a lot 
of time, so you don’t have 
time to think about any-
thing else. Al you have to 
do is race.” 

Iowa remains hungry 
after its last meet, a Big 
Ten dual that they lost in 
the final event by a score 
of 151-149. 

The Black and Gold 
have posted 15 NCAA “B” 

cut times heading into 
this weekend, with Grant 
Betulius, Dustin Rhoads, 
Andrew Marciniak, and 
Roman Trussov leading 
the way with two each. 

The Hawkeyes return 
two All-Americans who 
swam at the Shamrock 
Invitational last season. 
Junior Betulius and se-
nior Marciniak are fol-
lowing up last season’s 
honors with big years 
once again. 

The Hawks also return 

two NCAA qualifiers, Da-
vid Ernstsson and Truss-
ov. The pair qualified in 
the 800-free relay and the 
200-breastroke, respec-
tively. 

“Notre Dame has a lot 
of depth, and there are 
unlimited people that 
can swim, so there’s defi-
nitely going to be a lot of 
people swimming more 
events than they’re used 
to, which is a challenge,” 
sophomore Charles Holli-
day said. 

By ryan rodrIguez
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu 

Men swimmers eager 
to get back in the pool

The start of the 2014 sea-
son is just around the corner 
for the Iowa men’s tennis 
team. 

The Hawkeyes finished 
last season with a 7-17 over-
all record and placed last 
in the Big Ten for the sec-
ond-consecutive year. How-
ever, the Hawkeyes will be 
the most experienced team 
in the Big Ten this season, 
with a 10-man roster com-
posed of six seniors and only 
one freshman. 

The Hawkeyes return 
this season hungry for suc-
cess. 

“[We] have a lot of experi-
ence, which is a good thing,” 
head coach Steve Houghton 
said. “The guys who have 
gone through and suffered 
the last couple of years 
[from losses] are really de-
termined to have a better 
year individually and team-
wise, too.” 

The Hawkeyes will take 
on a very competitive Big 
Ten this year, being the only 
team in the conference that 
does not have a national 
ranking. 

“If you end up finishing 
top five in the Big Ten, that 
almost guarantees you will 
make it to NCAAs,” said 
Houghton, in his 33rd year 
at the helm of the Hawkeyes. 
“There is something to be 
gained from every Big Ten 
match.”

In his coaching career at 

Iowa, Houghton has record-
ed the most wins in program 
history, compiling a 345-381 
(.475) career-record. 

Houghton receives help 
from assistant coach Ross 
Wilson, a former two-time 
NCAA All-American at Ohio 
State and 2012 National 
Assistant Coach of the Year, 
who joined the Hawkeye 
coaching staff in August 
2013. 

“We are really happy 
to have Ross here,” senior 
Michael Swank said. “He’s 
been a great new addition 
for our team. It’s a lot more 
tennis-focused compared 
with last year. You can tell 
already that everybody is 
a lot more confident with 
his tennis game, and we’re 
making huge strides to get 
some good wins this year.”

Swank returns to the 
Hawkeye program as one of 
the top performers. He com-
peted on Iowa’s No. 1 dou-
bles team in 2012, winning 
a team-high eight victories. 
Last fall, Swank finished 
with a 4-6 record in singles 
play.

Hawkeye newcomer 
freshman Nils Hallestrand 
will also help lead Iowa this 
season. The native of Dan-
deryd, Sweden, finished the 
fall season with a 4-5 singles 
record. 

The Hawkeyes will kick 
off their season at home 
on Saturday with a dou-
ble-header against Illinois 
State beginning at 10 a.m. 
and Western Illinois begin-

ning at 3 p.m. at the Hawk-
eye Tennis and Recreation 
Complex.

“I can speak for the team 
that we’ve been really look-
ing forward to this [meet],” 
senior Juan Estenssoro said. 
“We’ve been practicing hard 
for this since August, and I 
really think we are ready 
both physically and mental-
ly.”

However, the Iowa men’s 
tennis team will not start 
the season on the best foot. 

The Hawkeyes have had 
an injury-plagued off-sea-
son, with almost half of its 
team battling some form 
of injury during the course 
of the year. Two or three of 
the guys in the usual lineup 
will not compete on Satur-
day because of various inju-
ries, making a tough Illinois 
State team even harder to 
beat. 

“We are going to have to 
make use of good common 
judgment for the next week 
or two,” Houghton said. “Ob-
viously, we want to win ev-
ery match, but we also don’t 
want to put a guy out for a 
good four or five weeks, ei-
ther.”

By Jordan Bucher
jordan-bucher@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s tennis team will try to improve on last season.
Tennis seeks rebound

Iowa men’s tennis 
vs. Illinois State, 
Western Illinois
When: Saturday, Illinois State, 
10 a.m.; Western Illinois, 3 p.m.
Where: Hawkeye Tennis & 
Recreation Complex

Men tracksters to face 
top competition in Ames

The Iowa men’s track 
and field team is set to 
compete in the Bill Ber-
gen Invitational today in 
Ames. The meet includes 
teams from many major 
schools including Iowa 
State, Texas, Kansas State, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
South Dakota.

Iowa will have its hands 
full during the event, 
which ends Saturday — 
Wisconsin and Texas are 
ranked in the top 25 of 
the U.S. Track & Field 
and Cross-Country Coach-
es Association rankings, 
which are computer-based 
and viewed as official by 
the NCAA. The Badgers 
check in at No. 4, and the 
Longhorns sit at No. 19.

The meet’s heptathlon 
started Thursday, which 
will conclude today. The 
Hawkeyes have two com-
petitors in the event, senior 
Jack Eckert, who scored 
2,599 points and sits in 

fifth place, and freshman 
Alec Cranford, who scored 
2386 and is sixth. Both set 
personal records in the 60 
meters. Eckert ran his in 
7.46 seconds, and Cranford 
sprinted to a time of 7.37.

The pentathlon will 
be held today, as will the 
weight throw and long 
jump. The long jump will 
feature freshman O’Shea 
Wilson, who is attempting 
to better his current mark 
of 7.53 meters. That dis-
tance currently ranks 15th 
in the nation, second in the 
Big Ten.

The Saturday ses-
sion will feature many 
high-profile events, includ-
ing the preliminaries and 
finals of all running events 
as well as the remainder 
of the field events: the 
shot put, high jump, triple 
jump, and pole vault. 

Tevin-Cee Mincy will 
lead the Hawkeye sprint-
ers. The senior will try to 
win his third-consecutive 
60 meters. Mincy sits third 
all-time in Iowa history in 

the 60 and has set person-
al records at each of the 
first two meets this season.

In the field, sophomore 
Klyvens Delaunay will try 
to win another triple jump 
title. His mark of 15.37m 
this season is third in the 
Big Ten and 20th national-
ly. He leads the team in the 
event and placed fourth in 
the Big Ten indoor champi-
onships last season.

Iowa placed second in 
its last competition — the 
Jack Johnson Classic in 
Minneapolis — finishing 
behind Minnesota, which 
the Hawks will face again 
this weekend. At the 
Johnson, they also faced 
South Dakota, which will 
also be at the Bergen. The 
Cyclones are also not an 
unfamiliar foe; Iowa best-
ed them at the first Big 
Four Duals, held in Iowa 
City on Jan. 18.

The Hawkeyes follow-
ing meet will be on the 
road in Lincoln, Neb., in 
the Husker Invitational 
on Feb. 7-8.

By Jordan hanSen
jdhnsen@uiowa.edu

Iowa will compete against several top-tier programs from the 
Big Ten and Big 12.

Iowa gymnast Amanda Kowalski performs on the beam during the meet against Ne-
braska in Carver-Hawkeye Jan. 24. Iowa fell to Nebraska, 196.450-193.250. (The Daily 
Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

Iowa swimmer Kyle Gannon awaits the start of the 1,000 free against Michigan 
State in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center on Oct. 18, 2013. The Hawkeyes 
beat the Spartans, 182-113. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)



“The game plan wasn’t 
good enough. Our effort 
wasn’t good enough; we 
weren’t tough enough, 
okay? Let’s go back to 
work, or let’s do bet-
ter and try to win the 
next one. We get to play 
these guys later, but 
that’s down the road. 

We’ve got other people 
between now and then,” 
McCaffery said. 

And right now Illinois 
stands between two 
tough home matches for 
Iowa: Ohio State and 
current conference lead-
er Michigan. Getting 
a win in Champaign 
would build some much 
needed momentum for 
a Hawkeye team that 
still has national aspi-
rations. 

The Fighting Illini are 
led by Rayvonte Rice, 
who is averaging more 
than 16 points a game. 
He’ll be a tough match 
for Marble to guard, but 
in the end, Iowa has the 
skill and depth to blow 
an underachieving Il-
linois squad out of the 
water. 

“Illinois is struggling 
a bit, but they’re at 
home, and that’s a hard 
to place to play,” Marble 

said. “They have one of 
the best student sections 
in the country. They have 
good scorers with [Ray-
vonte] Rice and seasoned 
vets like [Joseph] Ber-
trand. They’re going to 
be a tough team. They’re 
trying to get in the tour-
nament, too. It’s not like 
there’s automatic wins.”

Wrestling
Continued from 10
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outlet that releases rank-
ings, Wrestling Insider 
Newsmagazine, have him 
pegged at fourth.

But perhaps even 
more impressive is that, 
in the last four weeks, 
it’s been a Big Ten 
heavyweight who has 
reached the top.

On Jan. 7, Minneso-
ta’s Tony Nelson had 
a firm grip on Inter-
Mat’s No. 1 ranking at 
heavyweight, where he 
opened the season with. 
Michigan’s Adam Coon 
unseated Nelson for the 
top spot on Jan. 14 and 
held it for two weeks 
until Telford claimed it 
on Tuesday.

It’s no surprise to Tel-
ford that it’s a cluster of 
Big Ten heavyweights 
that crowd the top of 
the rankings — six of 
the top seven spots are 
held by wrestlers in the 
conference.

Those six heavy-
weights — Telford, 
Coon, Nelson, North-
western’s Mike McMul-
lan, Indiana’s Adam 
Chalfant, and Michigan 
State’s Mike McClure 
— have combined to 
create some insane par-
ity.

“That’s why you come 
to wrestle here, to wres-
tle in the Big Ten,” Tel-
ford said. “It’s a strong 
schedule, and you can 

make it even stronger 
with [statement wins].”

There have been plen-
ty of those statement 
wins — perhaps even 
more than usual — this 
season.

During 2013-14, each 
of the six heavyweights 
has lost to one of his Big 
Ten counterparts. Tel-
ford lost to Coon, who 
lost to McClure, who 
lost Nelson, who lost to 
McMullan, who lost to 
Chalfant, who lost to 
(you guessed it) Telford.

The circle of wins and 
losses can give some 
of the smartest wres-
tling gurus migraines, 
because each result 
throws a wrench into 
the Big Ten seeding pic-

ture at heavyweight.
“Every week is a bat-

tle. Every week you’ve 
got a tough opponent,” 
Nelson told the Min-
nesota Daily on Jan. 
30. “It’s never easy, but 
you just have to really 
stay focused and go out 
there and wrestle your 
style.”

Telford knows this all 
too well. Currently, he’s 
hit a stretch where he’ll 
wrestle three of those 
top six heavyweights 
in back-to-back-to-back 
duals. He started this 
run by beating Nelson, 
3-1, in sudden victory 
on Jan. 25.

His next bout will 
be tonight against Mc-
Mullan when No. 2 Io-

wa squares off with No. 
12 Northwestern at 
Welsh-Ryan Arena.

A win over McMullan 
would not only serve 
as revenge for Telford 
— the Northwestern 
big man bested Iowa’s 
the last time they 
stepped on the mat 
against each other — 
but will  surely give 
him a stranglehold on 
the weight.

Well , at least ac-
cording to those 
meaningless rank-
ings.

“So open it  up, and 
create some sepa-
ration there,” Iowa 
wrestling coach Tom 
Brands said. “Then 
that parity goes away.”

speaking. This season, 
Nebraska allows just 61.3 
points per contest. 

Cabel: Buy. The 
Hawkeyes are the top-
ranked scoring offense in 
the Big Ten, and I expect 
to see a shootout from two 
high-powered offenses be-
cause of it.

Iowa has won its last 
three games by very com-
fortable margins, and 
even in its losses, have 
scored oodles of points. 
With an opponent such 
as Nebraska coming in-
to town, I’d like to think 
that the Hawkeyes are 
going to elevate their 
game to match that of 
the Cornhuskers. 

This is a team that 
has struggled at times 
in Big Ten play. If the 
Hawkeyes catch the 
Huskers on an off night, 
I fully expect them to 
exploit that and score 
points in bunches. The 
Hawkeyes are playing 
some of their best bas-
ketball of the season, 
and I expect it to con-
tinue against a team 
like Nebraska. 

Buy or Sell: 
Hawkeyes will contain 
Jordan Hooper.

Sheyko: Sell. This is 
a tough decision con-
sidering the Hawkeyes 
just held Minnesota’s 
Rachel Banham — the 
Big Ten’s leading scor-
er — to 9 points on 
3 of 12 shooting. But 
what should worry the 
Hawkeyes the most 
about Hooper is her 
ability to hit the boards. 

Hooper may not be 
the tallest forward — 
she’s listed as 6-2, but 
the senior is second 
in the Big Ten in re-
bounds, averaging 9.9 
per game. Converse-
ly, Iowa has struggled 
with keeping teams off 
of the glass. The Hawks 

average just 38 boards 
per game.  

Cabel: Buy. With the 
key word here being 
“contain.” 

The Hawkeyes have 
shown success in the 
season holding oppo-
nent’s best scorers to 
under their averages. 
Penn State’s Maggie 
Lucas, the team’s lead-
ing scorer, entered the 
second half of Iowa’s 
matchup against the 
Nittany Lions with on-
ly 11 points thanks in 
part to a stellar defen-
sive performance from 
Logic. But in the sec-
ond half, the Hawkeyes 
got gassed, and Lucas 
exploded to finish the 
game with 27 points.

Wednesday night 
against Minnesota, the 
Hawkeyes put more of 
a concentrated team 
effort on guarding the 
Gophers’ leading scorer, 
Rachel Banham, a 22.8 
point per game scorer, 
who finished the game 
with only 9 points.

Head coach Lisa 
Bluder said there’s no 
way that just one de-
fender can stop Hooper 
completely. But with 
concentrated efforts 
from numerous play-
ers and knowing where 
Hooper is on the floor at 
all times, the Hawkeyes 
at least have a shot. 

I expect Bluder to 
throw each and any 
body she has at Hooper. 
Someone — or a combi-
nation of players — has 
to be able to stop her 
somehow. 

Buy or Sell: Iowa 
will defeat Nebraska 
for the first time since it 
joined the Big Ten. 

Sheyko: Buy. Iowa is 
playing its best basket-
ball of the season. After 
dropping their first two 
conference games, the 
Hawkeyes have won 
five of their last six 
contests. 

Iowa also returns 
home, where it has lost 

only two games all sea-
son. I expect a close 
game, one that may 
come down to whoev-
er has the ball last. 
But ultimately, the 
Hawkeyes are playing 
better basketball and 
are the better team 
overall. 

Cabel: Buy. Like I 
said before, Iowa is 
playing its best basket-
ball of the season. Add 
in the fact that they’re 
playing the Huskers at 
home, and the fact that 
they’ve never beaten 
the Huskers in Big Ten 
play, and I think we 
have the makings of an 
Iowa victory.

Since throwing Dis-

terhoft into the start-
ing lineup, the team 
seems to have gotten 
over the hump of start-
ing games off slowly 
on the offensive side. 
The Hawks need that 
to continue if they 
plan on taking out the 
Huskers, and I think 
they will. 

This, to me, seems 
like a team that’s 
figured it out — at 
least mostly. That no-
tion is exemplified by 
Wednesday’s 20-2 run 
against Minnesota that 
sealed the game. The 
Hawkeyes are focused, 
they have desire, and 
that, I think, will con-
stitute into a win. 

WOmen
Continued from 10

iowa head coach Lisa Bluder and players on the bench celebrate after a 3-pointer in 
Carver-Hawkeye on dec. 5, 2013. iowa defeated Syracuse, 97-91. (the daily iowan/
margaret Kispert)

iowa heavyweight Bobby telford takes down tony nelson of minnesota in the last six seconds of overtime to defeat him, 3-1, in 
Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 25. minnesota defeated iowa, 19-15. (the daily iowan/tessa Hursh)
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FOLLOW FRIDAY

Follow the DI’s writers and beat re-
porters as they cover various Hawkeye 
sports this weekend.
Men’s basketball: Ben Ross @benEr-
oss, Ryan Probasco @ProbascoRyan
Women’s basketball: Jacob Sheyko @
JacobSheyko, Matt Cabel @mattcabel 
Wrestling: Cody Goodwin @
codygoodwin, Danny Payne @
dannyapayne
Track: Jordan Hansen @JordyHansen
Men’s Tennis: Jordan Bucher @
Jordan_Bucher4

Ex-Hawk Freeman 
to compete in FINA 
events

USA Diving announced Wednesday 
that former Iowa diver Deidre Free-
man has been invited to participate in 
two 2014 Fédération Internationale 
de Natation Diving World Series 
events.

The former All-American will 
compete in the 3-meter synchronized 
competition in Beijing on March 14-
16, followed by an appearance March 
20-22 in Dubai. She will compete 
in both competitions with Amanda 
Burke.

— by Danny Payne

Blank named to 
softball watch list

Iowa junior shortstop Megan Blank 
can add another accolade to her success-
ful career.

The 
Culver City, 
Calif., native was 
named on the 
Top 50 Watch 
List for the 2014 
USA Softball 
Collegiate Player 
of the Year.

This marks 
the first time that she was included on 
the list and more importantly, it gets the 
rest of the country’s attention.

“It means that they’re recognizing 
Iowa softball and that we’re back on the 
map,” head coach Marla Looper said in a 
release. “We’ve opened some eyes.” 

Blank has been named a first team 
All-Big Ten selection twice and is a two-
time All-District honoree.

She joins a prestigious list with only 
19 other juniors mentioned. 

Blank comes off a record-breaking 
season in which she set the record for 
highest single-season batting average in 
program history, .437.

— by Jack Rossi

SCOREBOARD

NCAAM
Florida 62, Mississippi State 51
Michigan 75, Purdue 66
Cincinnati 69, Louisville 66

NCAAW
Texas A&M 71, Auburn 54
Penn State 75, Purdue 72
Tennessee 70, Arkansas 60
South Carolina 99, Mississippi 70
Notre Dame 74, Virginia Tech 48
Duke 76, Miami 75
North Carolina State 72, Maryland 63
Syracuse 78, North Carolina 73
LSU 65, Mississippi State 56
Missouri 59, Vanderbilt 54
Georgia 58, Kentucky 56
Gonzaga 89, Santa Clara 37
Stanford 70, California 64

NBA
Phoenix 102, Indiana 94
New York 117, Cleveland 86
Golden State 111, LA Clippers 92

NHL
Montréal 4, Boston 1
Toronto 6, Florida 3
Columbus 5, Washington 2
Ottawa 5, Tampa Bay 3
New Jersey 3, Dallas 2
Colorado 5, Minnesota 4
Calgary 4, San Jose 1
Buffalo 3, Phoenix 2
Anaheim 5, Philadelphia 3
Pittsburgh 4, Los Angeles 1

By CoDy GooDWiN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

Holding the top-ranked 
spot at heavyweight in col-
lege wrestling this season 
has been somewhat of a 
curse as of late. In the last 
four weeks alone, three dif-
ferent wrestlers have as-
sumed InterMat’s No. 1 spot 
at college wrestling’s biggest 
weight.

Those rankings don’t 
mean much to Iowa’s Bobby 

Telford, of course — which is 
why, when it was announced 
that he was the new No. 1 at 
heavyweight earlier in the 
week, he shrugged it off.

“I don’t look at the polls, 
to be honest with you,” he 
said on Tuesday. “That’s why 
there’s three or four of them. 
Everybody has their own 
opinion.”

And there’s a bit of truth 
to that. Telford holds the 
top spot at heavyweight 
according to both Inter-

Mat and Amateur Wrestling 
News. Flowrestling ranks 
Telford No. 2, while a fourth 

Hawks focus on Illinois

Iowa guard Mike Gesell goes for a lay-up in the game against Michigan State in Carver-Hawkeye on Tuesday. Gesell scored 6 points on the game. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

By BeN Ross
benjamin-d-ross@uiowa.edu

The parity of the Big Ten basketball has 
reared its head this week. A 10-10 Penn 
State team took down a No. 24 Ohio State 
squad the same night No. 14 Wisconsin lost 
to 10-11 Northwestern, 65-56, on Wednes-
day. Northwestern’s win at Madison was 
its first win in the Kohl Center’s 16-year 
history. Ever. 

If this week’s basketball outcomes teach 
us anything, it’s that there is no such thing 
as a guaranteed win in the best conference 
in college basketball. No. 15 Iowa (16-5, 5-4 
Big Ten) should take that to heart when it 
travels across the river to take on Illinois 
(13-8, 2-6) on Feb. 1. The Hawkeyes are 
coming off a devastating overtime loss to 
No. 7 Michigan State, while Illinois is reel-
ing on a six-game conference losing streak. 
Illinois’ last win came nearly a month ago 
on Jan. 4 over Penn State. 

People were concerned that Iowa’s fail-
ure to close out a winnable game over the 
brand name of the conference greatly hurt 
its chances at a regular-season Big Ten ti-
tle. That seemed to be the case, but after 
Ohio State and Wisconsin got toppled by 
seemingly inferior conference foes, any-
thing is certainly possible. 

“I won’t say [Big Ten title chances are] down 
the drain, but we’ll need help, of course,” Io-
wa leading scorer Devyn Marble said. “If we 
do our thing and finish with a few losses, a 
Big Ten title is possible. We’ll just have to do 
what we have to do, and if we come up short, 
and so be it. We do want to win it, but if you 
come up short, then you come up short.” 

Sophomore guard Mike Gesell had a 
chance to send Michigan State into a second 
overtime, but his lay-up rolled out of the rim. 
If anyone had a right to be upset after the 
game, it was he, but Gesell just rolled an-
swers off his tongue and spoke of his squad’s 
looming contest. 

“We’ll watch this [Michigan State] film, 
learn from it, and get right back to work,” 
Gesell said. “We can’t let this loss affect us in 
the next practice even. We just have to move 
on from it and take a professional approach 
and learn from it.”

Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery was 
quick to shrug off questions of Big Ten ti-
tlehood, too. He pointed to March 6, when 
Iowa travels back to Michigan State but al-
so made note of the games his squad has to 
play before that date. 

Buying 
into the 
Hawkeyes

Logjam for Big Ten bigs

There’s a lot of parity at heavyweight in the Big Ten this season, 
and Iowa’s Bobby Telford has a chance to widen the gap on his 
competition today against Northwestern.

SEE WRestLiNG, 8

By MAtt CABeL and JAke sHeyko 
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Buy or Sell: Iowa will score more 
than 75 points Saturday against Ne-
braska. 

Sheyko: Sell. The Hawkeyes lead 
the Big Ten in scoring with 80.5 
points per game. 

But that number could be slight-
ly inflated given that Iowa’s average 
during conference play is 77 points 
per game. This is no knock on Iowa — 
it states the increased difficulty that 
comes with each basket against Big 
Ten defenses.  

One of those stifling defenses hap-
pens to be the Cornhuskers, who have 
one of the best — if not the best — 
defense in the Big Ten, statistically 

SEE WoMeN, 8

SEE MeN, 8

Blank
junior

Iowa heavyweight Bobby Telford reacts after defeating Tony Nelson of Minnesota, 3-1, in overtime in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 25. Minnesota defeated 
Iowa, 19-15. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

Nebraska at iowa
Where: Carver-Hawkeye Arena
When: 2 p.m. Saturday
TV: BTDN 

Wrestling: No. 2 iowa 
vs. No. 12 Northwestern
When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Welsh-Ryan Arena in Evanston, 
Ill.
Watch/Listen: BTN.com/AM 800 KXIC

Women’s basketball reporters 
Jake Sheyko and Matt 
Cabel answer key questions 
pertaining to the Iowa 
women’s basketball team’s 
matchup against Nebraska.

‘When I 
was a kid 
a turnip was a vegetable 
that I didn’t like. #turnup’ 
— Iowa women’s bas-
ketball coach Lisa Bluder 
on Twitter (@LisaBluder). 
10:35 a.m. Tuesday.

illinois (13-8, 2-6 Big ten) vs. No. 15 
iowa (16-5, 5-4)
When: 6:30 p.m. Saturday 
Where: Champaign, Ill. 
Watch: BTN
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