
By ABigAil Meier
abigail-meier@uiowa.edu

Child-life specialists and other members of the Uni-
versity of Iowa Children’s Hospital staff use children’s 
books to explain the worst possible scenario to those los-
ing their battle with childhood cancer. The parents sit 
with the children in their laps, leafing through one of the 
hospital’s worn books, as the families before them did. 

These stories features pets, who by the story’s end, 
pass away.

By Brent griffiths
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — State Democrats 
and Republicans alike agree medic-
inal marijuana will not be legalized 
this session, which does not surprise 
Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City, but 
the number of ques-
tions and the amount 
of skepticism from oth-
er senators make pas-
sage not only unlikely 
this year but possibly 
for years to come.

“Many times, there 
are bills filed when 
two or three or four or 
five years go by, and 
then finally people are to the point 
where they say it’s time to move on 
that,” Bolkcom said. “[Working on a 
medicinal-marijuana bill] is a con-

Bolkcom
senator

WEATHER
HIGH

-6
LOW
-15

Mostly sunny, very windy; it’s 
much warmer in Fairbanks, 

Alaska.

• SCAN THIS CODE
• GO TO DAILYIOWAN.COM
• WATCH UITV AT 9 P.M.
SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

DAILY IOWAN TV ON THE WEB
CHECK DAilYiOWAn.COM FOR HOURLY
UPDATES AND ONLINE EXCLUSIVES. FOLLOW 
@theDAilYiOWAn ON TWITTER AND LIKE US 
ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE CONTENT.

INDEX
CLASSIFIED 
DAILY BREAK
OPINIONS  
SPORTS 

11
8
4 
14

gO tO DAilYiOWAn.COM
TO VIEW A DAILY IOWAN TV SEGMENT FURTHER

 EXPLORING NITE RIDE USE.

SEE pOt, 6SEE DAnCe MArAthOn, 6

SEE nite riDe, 6

Another 
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Nite Ride sees a rise
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Health team faces challenge

Medical 
pot not 
likely

After a large drop after 2009, ridership on Nite Ride — a 
free service that provides rides to women in Iowa City — 

is rising. O�cials are attributing the rise to the new 
library commons and increased social-media presence. 

Nite Ride ridership on the rise
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The latest student sexually 
assaulted in a residence hall 
is seeking charges.

By reBeCCA MOrin
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

The third sexual assault occurring 
in a University of Iowa residence hall 
in this school year was reported this 
past weekend, and the student will 
be the first person to pursue charges 
in a case of this nature.

A student reported a sexual as-
sault to the University of Iowa police 
on Jan. 25 — the first of the semester. 
The assault reportedly occurred in 
a residence hall and by an acquain-
tance.

Last semester, four sexual assaults 
were reported, with each person re-
portedly being assaulted by acquain-
tances. Three of the four reported 
assault victims chose not to press 
charges, and the other is under in-
vestigation.

Of the four assaults reported last 
semester, three were on campus, two 
in a residence hall.

The reported victim in the most re-
cent case is the first to press charges.

Joseph Brennan, the UI vice pres-
ident for Strategic Communication, 
said sexual assaults are taken seri-
ously, and the university will contin-
ue to provide support to victims.

“One is too many, and we take 
these types of crimes very seriously,” 
he said. “We will continue to provide 
support and continue to pursue the 
investigation.”

The case is under investigation.

Bolkcom unable to find 
support among Democrats 
for medicinal marijuana.

The cancer battle may be tough, but with 
the support of the health-care staff at the 
University of Iowa Children’s Hospital, the 
families fight strong.

The Nite Ride service on campus has seen an 
increase in ridership over the last year.

By lilY ABrOMeit
lily-abromeit@uiowa.edu

O
fficials with the University of Iowa Nite Ride 
shuttle service said they have noticed an in-
crease in the number of women taking up 
the blue leather seats every night.

But the Public Safety Department wants 
to see more riders using the service.

“I’d like to see a lot more riders, more people using it,” 
said Ken Friedhoff, coordinator of the Security Division 
of Public Safety. “It’s a service provided to the university 
community, and I’d like to see people take advantage of the 
service provided for them.”

In 2009, the service provided 14,472 rides. In 2010, the 
numbers dropped to 12,794, then continued to steadily 
grow. During 2013, officials said 13,395 women took advan-
tage of the bus service.

UI security guard Craig Nixon waits for passengers in the Nite Ride van on Oct. 26, 2007. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)
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Mural to return to 
Iowa

Jackson Pollock’s Mural will 
return to Iowa this summer after 
two years of conservation work by 
the J. Paul Getty Museum and the 
Getty Conservation Institute of Los 
Angeles.

The painting will be displayed at 
the Sioux City Art Center from June 
10 to April 10, 2015, as a part of the 
UI Museum of Art’s sharing project 
“Legacies for Iowa.” The program 
provides pieces from the UI’s 
14,000-part collection to museums, 
art centers, and galleries free of 
charge.

The painting was removed from 

the former UI Art Museum in June 
2008 when the Iowa River flooded 
the Arts Campus. It was then loaned 
to the Figge Art Museum in Daven-
port and sent to the Des Moines Art 
Center in 2012. Since this initative 
began, more than 150,000 people 
have seen the art exhibitions.

From Des Moines, the painting 
was sent to California for conserva-
tion work.

The painting was donated to 
the UI by Peggy Guggenheim and 
is currently valued at more than 
$150 million. UI staffers have 
claimed the painting is one of the 
most valuable pieces in the UI’s 
collection.

— By Stacey Murray

2014 RAGBRAI route 
released

The RAGBRAI route for 2014 is a 
return to its roots.

The Register’s Annual Great Bicycle 
Ride Across Iowa is a seven-day bicycle 
ride across the state from west to east.

For the first time, the ride will begin 
in Rock Valley and end in Guttenberg. 
The 418 miles includes overnight stops 
in Okoboji, Emmetsburg, Forest City, 
Mason City, Waverly, and Indepen-
dence.

The ride will occur from July 20-26. 
The route is the third-shortest 

and second-flattest route in RAGBRAI 
history.

“It is a true northern Iowa route, 
and it’s very flat,” said RAGBRAI Director 
T.J. Juskiewicz. “And when we’re up in 
that corner of northeast Iowa, the state 
is a little smaller.”

Organizers are aiming to return 
RAGBRAI to its roots.

“There are no massive towns,” 
Juskiewicz said. “We’re getting back to 
smaller communities, which are the 
perfect size for RAGBRAI.”

— By Stacey Murray
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Jackson Pollock’s Mural is shown. (Contributed Photo)



What’s your preju-
dice? All people have 
at least one stereotype 
that they religiously be-
lieve in — as silly and 
narrow-minded as it 
may be. Some of us are 
brave enough to admit 
our biases, and some of 
us choose to indulge in 
them secretly. Lucki-
ly, for those of us who 
want to move past our 
prejudice and become 
more understanding of 
the people around us, 
there is a fairly new 
and slightly strange 
way to do it: the Human 
Library.

The Human Library 
— which was conceived 
in Denmark more than 
a decade ago and has 
since migrated to aca-
demic establishments 
around the world, most 
recently to Rochester, 
N.Y. — is a sort of tem-
porary library where 
visitors can check out 
“books” that are actu-
ally human beings who 
volunteered to be part 
of the catalogue and 
share their stories with 
whoever is interested in 
hearing them.

Pretty quirky, huh?
These “people on 

loan” come from all 
ages, sexes, and cul-
tural backgrounds, and 
they have chosen to be 
public representatives 
of a certain group to 
which they belong. 
Visitors can check 
out a Living Book for 
approximately 30 to 
45 minutes and take 
the “book” around the 
library but not outside 
the building or grounds.

The catalogue of 
Living Books includes 
a Muslim, a lesbian, an 
immigrant, an ex-gang 
member, a pot smoker, 
a Catholic priest, a 
diplomat, a communist, 
a Go-Go dancer, a Sikh, 
and many more. You 
can ask your Living 
Book pretty much 
anything, with respect 
of course. If the Living 
Book feels so inclined, 
he or she can choose 
to discontinue the 
loan and return to the 
library.

At first, I thought the 
entire thing was crazy. 
Humans aren’t books. 
Why can’t people just 
check out a book-book 
and find out what they 
want to know? Then, 
after exploring more 
about the Human Li-
brary, I began to realize 
what a clever and effec-
tive innovation it is.

Books have been 
around for centuries — 

so have biases. There 
are books about pretty 
much every stereotype 
out there. Yet, people 
are still living with 
enormous amounts of 
prejudice. 

For instance, a poll 
by the Associated Press 
in 2012 showed that 
more than 50 percent 
of Americans hold 
anti-black attitudes — 
even after the United 
States had finally 
elected its first black 
president.

Exactly how much 
can books accomplish 
alone?

Many people don’t 
realize that their biases 
affect real, living hu-
man beings. Just as we 
make generalizations 
about objects to under-
stand the world around 
us, we make general-
izations about people 
under the assumption 
that we understand 
them. But objects aren’t 
people, and our gener-
alizations about people 
aren’t simple general-
izations. They become 
stereotypes. And some-
where along the line, 
we start viewing and 
treating those people 
like objects.

That’s where the 
Human Library comes 
in very handy.

By checking out a 
“book,” you are forced 
to interact with an 
actual human being. 

The stories that this 
“book” shares with you 
are real. Unlike when 
you are reading a book-
book, you can have 
a dialogue with this 
one. You can ask it any 
question you want, and 
you can get powerful 
answers that may touch 
your heart and change 
your mind.

The Human Library 
is enabling groups to 
break stereotypes in a 
positive and fun way. 
You have to admit, it 
seems more exciting 
than watching a docu-
mentary on homophobia 
or writing a research 
paper on it, doesn’t it? 
And that might just be 
why this type of library 
has become so popular 
all over the world. Aus-
tralia has even opted 
to have a permanent 
Human Library.

Maybe we should have 
some Human Library 
events here in Iowa. I’ve 
heard many students 
say they’ve never met a 
gay person, or a person 
of color, or a Muslim 
before they came to 
the UI. It would be a 
great opportunity for 
those students, as well 
as everyone else in our 
community to battle our 
biases.

As cliché as it may 
be, we could all use a 
reminder to never judge 
a book by its cover.

recognize this. 

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Bring a human library to Iowa

COLUMN

On Jan. 25, in Columbia, 
Md., a 19-year-old male 
walked into the Mall of 
Columbia with a 12-gauge 
shotgun and killed two 
people before turning the 
gun on himself. 

A week ago, an engi-
neering student at Purdue 
University allegedly killed 
a teaching assistant in a 
classroom. 

In 2014 so far, there has 
been a school shooting for 
every other school day of 
the year, according to a 
Think Progress report. 

It’s not exactly ground-
breaking to note that we 
seem to be in the midst of 
the nadir of the American 
mass-shooting phenome-
non. What’s more important 
to note, however, is that 
there isn’t anything we can 
really do about it. 

No, I’m not saying that 
gun-control laws are futile 
and that shootings are 
unavoidable because the 
citizens of Great Britain, 
Australia, France, Japan, 
Canada and basically any 
other industrialized society 
are privileged enough to 
still be shocked when a 
bullet extinguishes the lives 
of one of their citizens. 

It has become abundant-
ly clear that America took 
a good, long look at the 
prospect of having a society 
in which mass shootings and 
gun deaths have the frequen-
cy of car crashes and decided 
they could live with that. 

The political elite gave up 
last year with Congress’s 
pathetic failure at curtailing 
gun violence. Basically no 
real gun control legislation, 
like high-capacity magazine 
or assault weapon bans was 
seriously considered, and 
a very, very mild universal 
background check reform 
(which 90 percent of the 
country supported) died 
because of the Senate’s 
asinine and undemocratic 
filibuster rules. 

That our lawmakers, 
even after 26 people, mostly 
children, were gunned down 
in cold blood, couldn’t enact 
even the most milquetoast 
of gun control just speaks 
to how badly the NRA and 
gun-control opponents have 
beaten gun reformists. 

In the wake of the 2000 
presidential election, during 
which Al Gore lost Tennes-
see and West Virginia in 
part because of his support 
of gun control, the Demo-
cratic Party essentially gave 
up on gun control while the 
rabidly pro-gun Republi-
can Party kept rolling in 
NRA cash as it tore apart 
’90s reforms such as the 
assault-weapon ban. When 
Newtown gave gun-control 
activists momentum, gun 
advocates had already won 
the political culture. It was 
too late. 

And the American people 
too have apparently lost 
interest in reforming this 
country’s myopic gun policy 
with polling showing that 
Americans have returned to 
their pre-Newtown skepti-
cism toward harsher gun 
laws.

Which brings us to 
today. If gun control failed 
after Newtown, it’s not 
going to work after the next 
Newtown or Columbine or 
Virginia Tech or Aurora or 
whatever the next town 
whose name will become a 
byword for American gun 
butchery. It’s going to take 
a massive sea change in 
the American public and 
political culture to change 
anything, something that’s 
either going to come from 
a shooting, or shootings, on 
a scale and viciousness not 
seen before (which is terrify-
ing to imagine) or (more 
likely) from a slow, gradual 
realization by the American 
public that sensible gun 
policy is an essential part of 
having a developed country. 
That could take a genera-
tion or more. 

So, until then, it seems 
that guns and mass shoot-
ings are going to be as much 
of a part of the American 
landscape as Mount Rush-
more and the Statue of 
Liberty. 

Because it’s going to 
happen again. 

Sri Ponnada
sri-ponnada@uiowa.edu
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While President Obama is expected to ad-
dress national immigration reform in his 
State of the Union address on Tuesday, a 

viable solution to this enduring problem could 
still be a long ways away. Congress has begun 
to show signs of bipartisanship in the new year, 
but a divisive issue such as immigration could 
quickly threaten the political peace.

Fortunately, politics in Iowa City is not as con-
voluted, and a recommendation from the Iowa 
City Human Rights Commission could make a 
big difference.

The commission recommends that the city 
adopt a municipal ID-card program to assist 
those who likely don’t have the proper papers 
— namely illegal immigrants, but also the poor, 
homeless, and elderly.

The issue lies in accessibility. The burden to 
prove valid immigration status or produce docu-
ments that can be difficult to obtain can leave these 
segments of the population without any valid iden-
tification, a major problem in the 21st century.

It’s difficult to determine the number of illegal 
immigrants or others without identification, for 
the same reasons that these groups don’t have 
IDs. But in its report to the City Council, the 
Human Rights Commission determined that in 
2010 approximately 7,000 citizens of Iowa City 
were foreign-born.

Mostly, a municipal ID (also called communi-
ty ID) card would bring the privileges of having 
identification to those previously not privileged 
enough to have it. From buying certain kinds of 
medicine to opening a bank account to getting a 
job, the benefits of having valid IDs are easily 
taken for granted.

Today, the Iowa City City Council has an op-
portunity to extend those benefits to the people 
who have traditionally lacked access to them. 
A municipal ID card is a simple, practical, and 

humane approach to a problem with no easy 
solutions, and the city should act on the Human 
Rights Commission’s recommendation.

The concept of a municipal ID card is still quite 
new. New Haven, Conn., issued the first instanc-
es of them in 2007, and San Francisco quickly 
followed in its footsteps, launching a community 
ID card program in 2009. Iowa City would be the 
first in the state (and potentially the first in the 
Midwest) to create a municipal ID card, blazing 
a trail for others to follow.

If adoption becomes widespread, municipal ID 
can bring convenience for more than just the un-
derprivileged. In Oakland, Calif., city identifica-
tion also functions as a banking and debit card, 
and in San Francisco, a community ID works as 
a library card as well. Given Iowa City’s UN-
ESCO City of Literature status, the card is a 
no-brainer.

In fact, even before the idea of a community ID 
received media attention, a survey by research-
ers at the University of Iowa College of School 
found that 90 percent of respondents indicated 
they would use such a card in Iowa City if given 
the opportunity.  

A community ID would not legalize illegal 
immigration. It would not fulfill the ID require-
ments for state or nationwide programs. But 
it would bring a level of accessibility to basic, 
everyday services to sections of the community 
that haven’t had it in the past. The politicians 
will fight over immigration reform, and some-
thing may or may not get done. But here in Iowa 
City, a simple remedy has been brought forward, 
and it would be foolish not to take it.

EDITORIAL

Offer local ID cards

YOUR TURN 
Should Iowa City offer municipal ID cards?

Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/ ONLINE COMMENTS

Re: Awards season 
not inclusive

You do realize that Sasheer Za-
mata was hired by “Saturday Night 
Live” specifically because people 
were bitching about the lack of 
diversity? She should feel insulted; 
she’s way too talented and could 
have made it onto “Saturday Night 
Live{ on her own, but now will likely 
always be considered a “token” cast 
member thanks to liberals framing 
the issue.

While we’re on the topic of 
diversity, has white guilt so 

permeated U.S. culture that we 
now can no longer recognize any 
other under-represented groups 
besides African Americans? Whether 
we’re talking about Congress or a 
TV show, no one ever says we need 
more single-mom characters, or 
HIV-positive congresswomen, or 
Native American, or Asian anything. 
They use the word “diverse,” yet 
when you question them for more 
details, all they ever seem to mean 
is more African-Americans. There’s 
something classically ironic that 
“diversity” today seems to refer to 
exactly one race.

Or how about the recent liberal 
argument against the HBO show 
“Girls.” A gal makes a show about 
her life growing up, and people say 
there’s not enough diversity. So you 
want her to make up stuff about her 
life just so you can see “diversity” 
on screen? Can I make the same 
complaint about “Precious” because 
there weren’t enough Indian-Amer-
icans in it, even though the story 
had absolutely nothing to do with 
Indian-Americans? People have too 
much time on their hands.

Online user clarkshorneau

People who are eager to maintain 
the status quo are very quick to jump 
on the “but diversity isn’t realistic” 
argument. 

There is no valid excuse for the 
continued lack of diversity (and 
abounding cultural appropriation) in 
the media. “White guilt” is a useless 
emotion, and the only time it’s ever 
employed in speech is when privileged 
individuals are eager to mock recog-
nition of privilege. Hollywood and the 
rest of American media are horribly 
behind on equality and it causes real 
ramifications in citizens’ daily lives.

Chelsea Bacon

No hope for 
gun reforms

COLUMN
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After many years of 
dreaming, University of Io-
wa Study Abroad adviser 
Sarah McNitt heard John-
ny Gilbert call her name 
and began to play one of the 
best-known game shows in 
America — “Jeopardy.”

McNitt had dreamed of 
being on “Jeopardy” for ma-
ny years, having originally 
applied to be on the show in 
2009 and later applying in 
2011 and 2012.

“There is an online test 
every January; then, if you 
pass the test, you might 
or might not get an email 
inviting you to an in-per-
son audition,” McNitt said. 
“They take around 400 con-
testants per year. This year, 
I was lucky.”

McNitt was invited to 
audition for the show in De-
troit on July 13. However, 
there was a slight hitch — 
that was also the day that 
McNitt was supposed to get 
married. Luckily, the con-
testant coordinators were 
willing to allow McNitt to 
audition the day after her 
wedding. 

McNitt’s husband, Ja-
son Sprague, a UI teaching 

assistant in the Religious 
Studies Department, said 
they decided to use the ex-
cursion to California for 
McNitt to participate on 
“Jeopardy” as part of their 
honeymoon.

“We were both looking 
forward to a little relax-
ation and hoped that things 
would calm down for a little 
while,” Sprague said. “It’s 
not very often that so much 
happens so fast.” 

McNitt received the news 
of her acceptance to the 
show in September 2013 as 
she was walking through 
the Old Capitol Town Cen-
ter. She was then given a 
month and a half to prepare 
for the show.

Sprague said he helped 
her prepare for the show by 
quizzing her on random triv-
ia at any time, whether they 
were on the bus, out to din-
ner, or just sitting around at 
home. He also said he tried 
to concentrate on topics that 
she wasn’t knowledgeable 
about, such as sports.

When it was finally time 
to film the show, Sprague, 
father William McNitt, and 
sister Rebecca accompanied 
her to the show’s taping. 
Sarah McNitt won five-con-
secutive games before losing 
on the sixth day.

“It all goes by so quickly,” 
she said. “They film each 
game in real time, so the 
breaks between questions 
last as long as the commer-
cials would.”

She said “Jeopardy” 

filmed an entire week’s 
worth of episodes in one day, 
which created a much faster 
pace. 

“If you’re lucky enough 
to win your game, you have 
to rush back to the dress-
ing room and change your 
clothes for the next episode,” 
McNitt said. “The only rest 
you get is when you’re sit-
ting in the makeup chair.”

McNitt’s family were 
not her only motivators for 
doing well in the show —
mother Marilyn, who had 
passed away from leukemia 
two weeks before the taping, 
had been one of her biggest 
supporters.

In one of McNitt’s inter-
views, she took the opportu-
nity to talk about her moth-
er, blood donation, and the 
bone-marrow registry.

“I was a little worried that 
I wouldn’t be able to make it 
thought the interview with-
out crying,” McNitt said, 
“But I thought it was a very 
important message to share, 
and I’m glad that I did it.”

William McNitt said this 
interview was one of his fa-
vorite moments.

“Having her talk on na-
tional TV about the recent 
loss of her mother and urg-
ing people to sign up for the 
bone-marrow registry was 
the most exciting personal 
moment,” he said. 

Sarah McNitt’s, six-day 
run on “Jeopardy” brought 
her winnings to $91,398. 
She and Sprague said that 
while part of the winnings 

would be used for their hon-
eymoon in Ireland, the other 
portion of the winnings will 
be used to fund a blood drive 
and bone-marrow registry 
drive in Iowa City, as well 
as for a fundraising team in 
memory of McNitt’s mother 
for the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society’s Light the 
Night Walk. 

“It didn’t feel real until 
the lights went down, the 
cameras start rolling and 
the announcer, Johnny Gil-
bert, announced my name,” 
McNitt said. “Suddenly, it 
hit me — I was going to be a 
contestant on ‘Jeopardy,’ just 
like I’d dreamed for years.”

By Megan Deppe
mdeppe@uiowa.edu

A University of 
Iowa Study Abroad 
adviser advanced 
through five games 
of ‘Jeopardy.’

UI adviser steams 
through ‘Jeopardy’

Sarah Mcnitt
UI Study Abroad adviser Sarah 
McNitt participated on the game 
show for six days before her 
winning streak ended.
• NcNitt applied to be on the 
show in 2009, 2011, and 2012 
before finally being chosen last 
year.
McNitt auditioned for Jeopardy 
the day after her wedding.
• McNitt won a grand total of 
$91,398.
• The prize money will be 
split between paying for her 
honeymoon and funding of a 
bone- marrow registry drive 
and a blood drive in Iowa City, in 
honor of her mother, who died 
two weeks before taping began.

Source: Sarah McNitt, UI graduate-student TA 
Jason Sprague

COLUMBIA, Md. — 
The gunman who killed 
two people at a Mary-
land mall was a teenage 
skateboarding enthu-
siast who had no crim-
inal record before he 
showed up at the shop-
ping center armed with 
a shotgun, plenty of am-
munition, and a back-
pack filled with crude 
homemade explosives, 
authorities said Sunday.

Darion Marcus Agu-
ilar, 19, took a taxi to 
the Mall in Columbia in 
suburban Baltimore on 
the morning of Jan. 25 
and entered the build-
ing near Zumiez, a shop 
that sells skateboarding 
gear. He went down-
stairs to a food court 
directly below the store, 
then returned less than 
an hour later, dumped 
the backpack in a dress-
ing room and started 
shooting, police said.

Shoppers fled in 
a panic or barricad-
ed themselves behind 
closed doors. When po-
lice arrived, they found 
three people dead — 
two store employees 
and Aguilar, who had 
killed himself, authori-
ties said.

The shooting baffled 

investigators and ac-
quaintances of Aguilar, 
a quiet, skinny teenag-
er who graduated from 
high school less than 
a year ago and had no 
previous run-ins with 
law enforcement. Police 
spent Sunday trying to 
piece together his mo-
tive, but it remained 
elusive.

Aguilar, who had con-
cealed the shotgun in 
a bag, fired six to nine 
times. One victim, Bri-
anna Benlolo, a 21-year-
old single mother, lived 
half a mile away from 
Aguilar in the same 
College Park neighbor-
hood, but police said 
they were still trying to 
determine what, if any, 
relationship they had.

Although they lived 
close to Maryland’s larg-
est university, neither 
was a student there. 
Aguilar was accepted 
last February to Mont-
gomery College, a com-
munity college in the 
Washington suburbs, 
but school spokesman 
Marcus Rosano said he 
never registered or at-
tended.

The other employee, 
Tyler Johnson, did not 
know Aguilar and did 
not socialize with Ben-
lolo outside of work, a 
relative said.

Motive a 
mystery in 
Md. shooting
By Ben nUCKOLS
Associated Press



The hospital staff sup-
ports the parents as they 
then explain — sometimes 
to children under the age 
of 5 — that like animals in 
the stories, they, too, are 
dying.

But this is only one of 
many ways the hospital 
staff works with the fam-
ilies. 

A family walks into the 
Children’s Hospital in 
hopes to receive a diag-
nosis to determine what 
is wrong with their child. 
After hours of poking and 
prying, examinations, 
and blood work, a team 
of physicians, nurses, so-
cial workers, and child-life 
specialists enter the hospi-
tal room to read the final 
diagnosis — cancer.

After hours of poking 
and prodding, examina-
tions and blood work, 
Mary Schlapkohl, one of 
two nurse practitioners 
on the Pediatric Oncology 
Department floor at the 
Children’s Hospital, is 
one person in the group of 
health-care providers who 
reveals the cancer diagno-
sis. She is the first to have 
the face-to-face conver-
sation with many of the 
Dance Marathon families 
who experience childhood 
cancer. Some reactions 
she has witnessed are 
people full of tears, shock, 
and family members who 
sometimes pass out. 

“These parents just 
can’t imagine how they 
are going to do this, and 
in my heart, I know that 
they can,” Schlapkohl 
said. “One of the joys that 
I get from this job is help-
ing them learn that about 
themselves.”

As the students in Dance 

Marathon are coming 
in on the final stretch of 
preparation and last-min-
ute planning for the Big 
Event on Feb. 7 and 8, 
the health-care team sees 
firsthand the year-round 
support of Dance Mara-
thon. 

Schlapkohl said she was 
at the very first meeting 
20 years ago when Dance 
Marathon began, and the 
organization has not only 
inspired the families but 
also the health-care staff. 

John Werner, one social 
worker for Pediatric He-
matology Continuity and 
Care, said this can be a 
difficult job. Many of the 
healthcare staff on the pe-
diatric department has to 
learn to “compartmental-
ize” their emotions. 

“Everything we do for 
the families, we do it in a 
team approach,” Werner 
said. “We all have our area 
of knowledge and together 
that comes together and 

that’s where it becomes 
the most effective for the 
families.” 

Many times the staff 
will be in a room celebrat-
ing the end of chemothera-
py treatment for one child, 
and 10 minutes later, the 
members will walk into 
a room where a child has 
just been diagnosed. They 
must be able to adjust to 
the different emotions 
quickly and separate work 
from home, but not in a de-
tached way.

“I think we take part 
of our days home with us 
every day,” Werner said.  
“That’s one of the ben-
efits of the whole team 
approach, because your 
team members are all 
going through the same 
thing. It’s shared feelings 
and shared emotions you 
are going through, so it 
doesn’t have to be spoken, 
but there is an under-
standing of what we are 
going through.”

Many of the health of-
ficials who make up the 
Pediatric Department 
depend on organizations 
such as Dance Marathon 
to help the families with 
emotional and financial 
support. Kathy Whiteside, 
a child-life specialist at 
the Children’s Hospital, 
said many people would 
think her job is difficult to 
handle emotionally. 

“If you weren’t emotion-
al, then I don’t think you’d 
be very good at your job,” 
Whiteside said. 

Schlapkohl said the pro-
cess of introducing cancer 
into the family’s life be-
gins with educating the 
family of what is happen-
ing to their child and start 
to create a “new normal” 
within a two-day period.

The families become ed-
ucated on side effects of 
treatments, health risks 
they need to notify the 
hospital for when they go 
home, medication sched-

ules, blood work, chemo 
therapies, and much more. 

“In the beginning we 
have to hold them up and 
support them, but as time 
goes by they are walking 
very proud with strength 
and resiliency that they 
didn’t even know they 
had,” Schlapkohl said. 

Whiteside said Dance 
Marathon has been a huge 
support for the families 
while they are on an emo-
tional roller coaster. 

“They have made what 
we are able to do better. 
What I want the dancers 
and the students for the 
last 20 years to under-
stand is how much we in 
the hospital side appreci-
ate what they do for our 
families,” Schlapkohl said. 
“With all the things Dance 
Marathon has been able to 
do, it has kind of changed 
the energy on the floor for 
all of us.”

Daily iowan reporter AbigAil Meier 
pArticipAtes in DAnce MArAthon. 
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versation that’s ongoing, 
so there’s reason to con-
tinue to file bills and try to 
perfect a set of ideas.”

Bolkcom believes his 
colleagues are in “educa-
tion mode” at the moment, 
so he expects questions 
and some apprehension 
on the issue. Despite those 
concerns, the Iowa City 
senator said his goal for 
this session is to file a bill 
with bipartisan support. 

“Once we get to a place 
where we have bipartisan 
support on a piece legis-
lation … I’m hopeful that 
people’s apprehension 
about the political dynam-
ic about being for this falls 
away, and we get to busi-
ness on how do we end the 
suffering of our fellow cit-
izens whose need for pain 
management and care is 
not being met by conven-
tional medicine “

Beyond building sup-
port in his own party, the 
prospects of the other 24 
members of the Senate 
supporting a bill is “dead 
on arrival,” according to at 
least one Senate Republi-
can.

“My caucus is a not go-
ing to go down this path, 

so there are 24 votes in 
the Senate right there, 
and I’m sure there are 
enough Democrats who 
do not want to see a vote 
on this on the Senate 
floor,” Sen. David Johnson, 
R-Ocheyedan, said. “It 
doesn’t have a chance of 
passing the Senate or the 
House or to be signed by 
the governor.”

Other Democrats also 
agree Iowa will not join the 
20 states and Washington, 
D.C., that have passed me-
dicinal-marijuana legisla-
tion anytime soon.

Sen. Bob Dvorsky, 
D-Coralville, also believes 
the bill is not ready for 
passage this session. But 
he feels Bolkcom is do-
ing the right thing when 
it comes to educating his 
colleagues on the issue.

“Sometimes they talk 
about bills not being ripe, 
ready to go … that’s cer-
tainly one that I think 
applies here,” Dvorsky 
said.

Sen. Jeff Danielson, 
D-Cedar Falls, who also 
has some concerns about 
a possible bill, said it 
is hard to predict when 
the issue could eventu-
ally pass, but he noted 
it “takes awhile to reach 
critical mass” on certain 
issues.

Speaking outside the 

Senate Chamber on Jan. 
14, Bolkcom said he was 
realistic when it came to 
the chances of the issue 
passing this session, but 

he remains hopeful Iowa 
will not fall behind the 
progress of other states.

 “I’m hopeful we can 
catch up to where the 

people of the state are on 
this issue — the Legisla-
ture on a whole host of 
issues trails the popula-
tion — you don’t get us on 

the leading edge of move-
ments,” he said. “Twenty 
other states have moved 
on this, and I just hope 
Iowa isn’t the last.”

pot
continueD froM front

DaNcE 
MarathoN
continueD froM front

NitE riDE
continueD froM front

Josh Klaaren, a Public 
Safety security officer and 
Nite Ride driver, said he 
attributes the uptick to 
the spreading of informa-
tion about the program 
through word of mouth 
and social media. Addi-
tionally, Klaaren said, the 
updated Library Com-
mons, open 24 hours, has 
also created more of a de-
mand. 

“There was a mad rush 
for everybody to get on 
[and there wasn’t always 
enough room,]” he said. 
“But with the library not 
closing, that spreads it 
out and relieves that mad 
rush.”

UI junior Siwen Weng, 
who has ridden Nite Ride 
since her sophomore year, 
said she is grateful for the 
service.

“Sometimes, we come 
back late, and we don’t have 
a car, so we use Nite Ride,” 
she said. “[It] provides a 
ride and safety for us.”

Weng said getting a ride 
from the library late at 
night is often a problem 
she solves with the pro-
gram.

“A lot of people study 
[late] at the library,” she 
said. “If you have a ride 
instead of walking alone, 
it’s safer.”

Klaaren said he notic-
es more riders on after 
a Hawk Alert is sent to 
students, warning against 
sexual assault.

“Even when a few roll 
out, either before or during 
the Night Ride time, I’ve 

… had people say the rea-
son they call is because of 
the Hawk Alert,” he said.

Friedhoff said the Pub-
lic Safety hopes to contin-
ue to increase ridership by 
boosting its social-media 
impact as well as striving 
to raise awareness of the 
opportunity available.

“I’d like to push the 
Twitter, Uiowa_NiteRide,” 
he said. “It’s a pretty 
sweet deal if people sign 
up [because] they can get 
photos of what [a] new bus 
looks like, so they’re not 
getting into a strange bus 

that may be parked at our 
stop.”

Despite Nite Ride’s re-
cent uptrend, Klaaren 
said he would still like 
to see more people utiliz-
ing the service especial-
ly because he often sees 
women walking alone at 
night when they could get 
a ride.

“Even with the high 
numbers we’ve had, there 
is a little bit of down 
time,” he said. “Every now 
and then, it sits there and 
that could be a time some-
one could be using it.”

Nite ride
the free nite ride shuttle service 
provided to women by the ui 
police has seen a heavy uptick in 
ridership over the years.
• Nite Ride began in 2009, when 
it had roughly 14,472 riders.
• In 2013, approximately 13,395 
women used nite ride.
• UI police attribute the increase 
to social media, awareness, and 
the library commons.

sources: Daily iowan archives, UI Public 
Safety Department, Josh Klaaren, security 

officer with ui public safety
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Metro

As a propane crisis hits 
the Midwest, Rep. Sally 
Stutsman, D-Riverside, 
will file an 
e m e r g e n -
cy bill this 
week along 
with other 
legislators 
to provide 
additional 
funds for 
the Low In-
come Home 
Energy Assistance Pro-
gram.

Around $1 million 
would be distributed to 
the program to help pro-
pane users heat their 
homes.

“You just can’t not 
heat your home when 
the weather is this cold,” 
Stutsman said. “There 
just has to be some emer-
gency money for that.”

The bill follows last 
week’s drastic jump in 
propane prices. Propane 
is typically $2 per gallon, 
but it reached more than 
$5 per gallon on Jan. 23.

Legislators will meet 
at 1:30 p.m. today with 
members of the propane 
industry to find addition-
al steps the lawmakers 
can take to ease the bur-
den on Iowans while pre-
venting another crisis. 

Stutsman said she con-
fident in the legislators’ 
ability to find funds for 
the project.

“Iowa is in a pretty 
comfortable place as far 
as the budget we have …” 
Stutsman said. “Long-
term, we can’t do this 
indefinitely, but there is 
money for this emergen-
cy.”

The propane shortage 
began this fall, when 
crops across the Mid-
west were harvested. 
The wet crops required 
large amounts of propane 
for drying before farm-
ers could store the crop, 
meaning less propane 
was available.

The winter storms that 
have plagued the Mid-
west have increased the 
demand for propane. The 
number of heating-de-
gree days in Iowa has in-
creased by 21 percent.

According to the Na-
tional Weather Service, 
temperatures could drop 
to between minus 20 and 
minus 40 degrees in Iowa 
this week, and a consis-
tent weather pattern has 
made this winter one of 
the coldest in history.

—By Stacey Murray

Legislators seek to fight 
propane crisis

Stutsman
representative

Obama warns Congress on inaction
By PHILIP eLLIott
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — President 
Obama will work with Con-
gress where he can circumvent 
lawmakers where he must, his 
top advisers warned Sunday in 
previewing Tuesday’s State of 
the Union speech.

Obama faces a politically 
divided Congress on Tuesday 
and will use his annual ad-
dress to demand expanded 
economic opportunity. Absent 
legislative action, the White 
House is telling lawmakers 

that the president is ready to 
take unilateral action to close 
the gap between rich and poor 
Americans.

“I think the way we have 
to think about this year is we 
have a divided government,” 
said Dan Pfeiffer, a longtime 
Obama adviser. “The Repub-
lican Congress is not going to 
rubber-stamp the president’s 
agenda. The president is not 
going to sign the Republican 
Congress’ agenda.”

So the White House is eye-
ing compromise on some pri-
orities, Obama advisers said. 

But the president is also look-
ing at executive orders that 
can be enacted without Con-
gress’ approval.

“The president sees this as 
a year of action to work with 
Congress where he can and to 
bypass Congress where neces-
sary,” White House Press Sec-
retary Jay Carney said.

The act-or-else posture bris-
tled Republicans.

“The president has sort of 
hung out on the left and tried to 
get what he wants through the 
bureaucracy as opposed to mov-
ing to the political center,” said 

Sen. Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky, the GOP Senate leader.

Added Sen. Rand Paul, 
R-Ky.: “It sounds vaguely like a 
threat, and I think it also has 
a certain amount of arrogance.”

With campaigns for Novem-
ber’s election on the horizon, 
there’s scant reason for the 
White House to be optimistic 
about Republican support for 
measures to revive a bipar-
tisan immigration bill that 
has passed the Senate, an in-
creased minimum wage, or ex-
panding prekindergarten pro-
grams.

Download 

The Daily 
Iowan 
iPad or 
iPhone 
app for 
more 

up-to-
date news



• UIHC Scarf and Mitten Tree, donate such winter accessories as 
hats, scarves, mittens, etc., UIHC Main Entrance Lobby (Elevator E, 
Level 1)
• Iowa Centers for Enterprises Dev/Iowa Bootcamp, nine-week 
program for web developers, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Thinc Lab, 122 E. Market
• English Language Discussion Circles, noon, S126 Pappajohn 
Business Building
• Consortium Institute of Management and Business Analysis 
Italy Information Session, 2 p.m., C106 Pappajohn Business 
Building
• Hardin Open Workshop: Keeping Current, 2 p.m., Hardin 
Library East Information Commons
• Tips for Maximizing Your Financial Aid, Student Financial Aid 
Office, 2:30 p.m., 345 IMU

• Physics/Astronomy Colloquium, “Physics of Bright Nebulae in 
the Milky Way Galaxy,” Steven Spangler, Physics/Astronomy, 3:30 
p.m., 301 Van Allen
• Biology Department Faculty Candidate Seminar, “Lighting 
the Cellular Fuel Gauge with Fluorescent Sensors for 
Single-Cell Imaging,” Matthew Tantama, Harvard Medical School, 
4 p.m., 101 Biology Building East
• School of Music Presents: John Chappell Stowe, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Recital Hall

today’s events

submit an event
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

i put my pants on 
just like the rest 

of you … :

• Grudgingly.
• Under court order.
• I have my pants 

servant, Geoffrey, hold 
them open for me whilst 
two of my lesser servants 

lift and lower me into 
them. Then my zipper 
maid, Abigail, does the 

rest.
• Halfway to work after 
I set the cruise control. 

• With a surprising 
amount of media 

coverage.
• Only after I’ve received 

IRB approval.
• Over my Depends.

• By jumping feet first 
through my patent-
pending “swaddling 

hoop.”
• One leg at a time. 

Only then, I make gold 
records.

• But take those off so 
I can see how you do it, 
just to make sure I’m 

getting it right.
• One leg, then the other, 

then the other.
• Search floor. Sniff. 

Wear.
• Excitedly, because of 
my passion for pockets!

• To find my keys.
• To hide my shame.

andrew R. Juhl  thanks the 
Ledge Crowdsourcing Facebook 

group for collaborating on today’s 
Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

When your work speaks for itself, don’t interrupt. — Henry J. Kaiser

Monday, January 27, 2014 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

aRies (March 21-April 19): Take pride in what you do, and aim to be proactive 
when it comes to making decisions and doing your best to help others. Take 
charge, and use persuasive tactics to ensure that you get what you want and 
prosper emotionally and financially.
tauRus (April 20-May 20): Put greater emphasis on who you are and what you 
can do for others. Learn from past encounters and mistakes, and you will reach 
whatever destination you choose with fewer obstacles. Put love, romance, and 
personal matters first. 
Gemini (May 21-June 20): Discuss your goals or options with colleagues or 
someone who may be able to help you advance. Good fortune will be yours if you 
show greater interest in a project. Charm coupled with a heart-to-heart talk will 
bring good results.
CanCeR (June 21-July 22): Relationships are featured. Do your best to share 
your feelings and to secure your personal connection to someone special. Make 
personal changes that will encourage compliments and boost your confidence. 
Romance is on the rise, and plans should be initiated.
LeO (July 23-Aug. 22): Be upfront about your intentions and plans. Check out your 
options and ask questions. Clear up any confusion that may be standing between 
you and a decision you are expected to make. Don’t let someone’s lack of support 
sway you.
viRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You are overdue for a little fun, pampering, or anything 
else that will add to your comfort and pleasure. Love is in the stars, and making 
plans with someone special will help you make an important personal decision. 
Avoid impulsive spending.
LibRa (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Protect your home, family, and future. Listen carefully, 
and observe how others react. Use your head; think matters through. Look for 
a unique way to handle any difficult matter that arises, and you will bypass a 
setback.
sCORPiO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): React cautiously. Let your intuition guide and protect 
you from anyone trying to manipulate a conversation or situation. Use the expe-
rience you have gained in the past. A trip will prove to be beneficial and enhance 
your personal life.
saGittaRius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A quick reaction will help you maneuver into a 
prime position. Using the element of surprise will help you avert a deceptive ploy 
to take advantage of you. Keep your emotions in check, and stay in front of the 
competition.
CaPRiCORn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Focus on your goals, not on what others are up to. 
Feeling pressured or trying to keep up with someone who is unpredictable is a 
waste of time. Base your actions on facts and reason. Common sense will win out 
in the end.
aQuaRius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put your intuition to the test. Make changes based 
on the way you feel, and you will find a way to get ahead emotionally and finan-
cially. A good idea must not be allowed to expand too quickly. What you do must 
be durable.
PisCes (Feb. 19-March 20): It’s what you do to make amends or help others that 
will make a difference to the outcome of a situation you face. Good things come 
to those who wait. Bide your time, and do things properly the first time around.
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8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
5 p.m. KRUI News
6-7 p.m. Iowa Comedy
7-8 p.m. Abby and Ian’s Show
10 p.m.-Midnight Into the Void

8

Daily Break



THE DAILY IOWAN      DAILYIOWAN.COM    MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2014 SPORTS 9

Tennis starts with bang

By Alec clAsen
Alec-clasen@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye women’s 
tennis team hit on all cyl-
inders on Jan. 25 in the 
Hawkeye Tennis Recre-
ation Complex. Iowa easily 
handled its first opponent, 
Nebraska-Omaha, and 
cruised to victory against 
Northern Iowa, beating 
both teams 7-0. 

“It’s a good start for us,” 
head coach Katie Dough-
erty said. “At the beginning 
of the season there are al-
ways going to be nerves for 
various reasons.” 

If the Hawkeyes were 
nervous, it sure didn’t 
show: They didn’t lose a 
single match all weekend 
and swept both of their op-
ponents in all singles and 
doubles matches. 

It was an especially im-
portant day for freshman 
Aimee Tarun, who made 
her début in the Iowa line-
up against Nebraska-Oma-
ha. She bested Lindsay 
Weideman (6-3, 6-3).  

After a team meal, the 
Hawks came back in strong 
form to face Northern Iowa 
in the evening. The No. 
1 doubles combo of Ruth 
Seaborne and Morven Mc-
Culloch led the way for the 
rest of the team; the two 

displayed excellent team-
work and aggressiveness 
at the net.

In singles, Shelby Tal-
cott’s resilience and ag-
gressive play helped her in 
deploying a vast array of 
shots. 

“My backhand was pret-
ty effective. My serve, I was 
getting a lot of free points 
off of,” she said. “Being able 
to keep my forehand to her 
backhand seemed to be 
working pretty well, just 
not giving her that fore-
hand angle.”

The most intense match 
of the day was between 
Caitlin Hindmarsh and 
Northern Iowa’s Astrid 
Santos. Because it was 
the last match played, it 
had the attention of all 
the fans and teammates. 
After losing the first set, 
Hindmarsh battled back 
and won the next two in a 
back-and-forth match (4-6, 
6-3, 10-7). 

“I was feeling it [the pres-
sure] today,” Hindmarsh 
said. “The first match is al-
ways tough.”

Santos, a left-hand-
ed player, seemed to give 
Hindmarsh some matchup 
troubles. 

“Sometimes, my strength 
plays into their strength 
when I play left handers … 

I really had to work hard 
to get out of the way of the 
ball,” Hindmarsh said. 

“She’s a great competi-
tor,” Dougherty said. “It’s 
her personality to fight to 
the end.”

Iowa is now to 8-0 all 
time against Northern Io-
wa.

“The results were good; 
we started the season 2-0,” 
Dougherty said after the 
matches. “Anytime we can 
get ourselves in a situa-
tion where our backs are 
against the wall and we 
can pull out of it, it’s going 
to be good.”

The Hawkeyes will trav-
el to Norman, Okla., next 
weekend to take on two 
very good teams in Mem-
phis and Oklahoma. Both 
are ranked in the top 35 
and will be a good test for 
the Hawkeyes. 

This past weekend was a 
good starting point for the 
Hawks, and they hope to 
continue.

“We will be going into 
next weekend playing very 
good teams with confi-
dence,” Dougherty said.

GymHawks stumble

By JordAn Bucher
jordan-bucher@uiowa.edu

Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na was full of excitement 
on Jan. 24 as the Iowa 
women’s gymnastics team 
marched in front of a sea-
son-high home crowd of 
more than 1,600 fans for 
their first Big Ten match of 
the season. 

The GymHawks posted 
their second-highest team 
score of the season, but they 
ultimately fell to the two-
time Big Ten champion Ne-
braska, 196.450-193.250. 

The Hawkeyes have had 
an unusually busy week, 
competing in three meets 
in the past eight days — 
two of which were against 
top-10 teams, No. 6 Georgia 
and No. 9 Nebraska. 

The Hawkeyes signifi-
cantly improved their 
team score from their pre-
vious outing at Ball State 
by nearly 6 points against 
Georgia (194.675) on Jan. 
20 in front of a crowd of 
almost 9,000 before re-
turning home to face an-
other strong opponent in 
Nebraska. 

“You have to compete 
with the best to be the 
best,” head coach Larissa 
Libby said.

 And as is usually the 
case, she was impressed by 
the effort she saw from her 
Hawkeyes against an unre-
lenting Big Ten team. 

Iowa gymnast Amanda Kowalskiv performs on the beam during the match against Nebraska in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 24. The 
Hawkeyes fell to Nebraska, 196.450-193.250. (The Daily Iowan/Tyler Finchum)
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dAilyiowAn.com

For A pHoTo slIDe sHow

Iowa’s Caitlin Hindmarsh hits a return during her match against Northern Iowa in the Hawkeye Tennis & recreation Complex on Jan. 
25. Iowa shut out Northern Iowa, 7-0. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)
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you have five weapons 
like that, our offense 
flows so much better.”

After opening the Big 
Ten season with two-
straight losses to Indi-
ana and Penn State, the 
Hawkeyes have become 
relatively consistent. As 
a result, they have won 
four of their last five con-
ference games. 

One of the new lineup’s 
biggest effects has been 
the way the Hawkeyes 
have jumped out of the 
gate.

At the start of the 
Big Ten season, the 
Hawkeyes sluggish 
starts were one of their 
biggest weaknesses. 
But that no longer ap-
pears to be the case. In 
their last two games, the 
Hawkeyes have jumped 
out to double-digit leads 
in the first seven min-
utes of play.

“I think we’ve just fo-
cused on starting off 
stronger and starting 
faster,” junior Betha-
ny Doolittle said. “It’s a 
strength of ours when 
we do so, and it helps the 
rest of our game.” 

Whether this is a di-
rect result of the new 

starting lineup is yet to 
be seen, but no one can 
deny the offensive fire-
power of the Hawkeyes 
when their starters are 
on the floor.

The key word for this 
lineup is balance. The 
Hawkeyes have extremely 
balanced scoring amongst 
their starters. All five of 
them average double-dig-
its in points and exclud-
ing Melissa Dixon, all of 
them shoot higher than 
45 percent from the field. 

This is possible be-
cause of Iowa’s floor 
spacing. By playing four 
players who can all con-
sistently hit 3-pointers, 
the Hawkeyes spacing 
has led to open driving 
lanes and easier oppor-
tunities at the rim. 

But despite this of-

fensive power, senior 
Theairra Taylor said the 
Hawks’ offensive success 
starts on the other end of 
the floor.

“We’re starting to no-
tice that our defense 
leads to our offense, 
and we get to push a lot 
more,” she said. “And 

that’s fun for everybody.”
It seems hard to be-

lieve that just over a 
week ago, Bluder was 
expressing her discon-
tent with her team, one 
that had just lost by 16 
points on their home 
floor. But with a new 
starting lineup, that 

team from just over a 
week ago feels like a dis-
tant memory. 

“I wasn’t a pleasant 
person to be around in 
practice for a couple of 
days,” Bluder said. “And 
they responded well to 
that. They took it, and 
they moved on.”
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from Scott Schiller at 197 
— while Iowa posted five 
decisions.

Bonus points are a 
huge deal, of course. In 
many ways, it can sway 

the momentum of a dual 
one way or another. But it 
wasn’t just the lack of bo-
nus points that did Iowa 
in during each loss.

Against Penn State, 
the Hawkeyes got beat 
in total match points (68-
38) and takedowns (18-
9) and were forced into 
more stalling calls (4-3).

The majority of those 
points and takedowns 
came after the midway 
point in the dual, when 
Cael Sanderson’s mur-
derers’ row — that is, 
165 through 197 pounds 
(each of the four wres-
tlers are ranked in the 
top eight of their respec-
tive weight classes) — 

dismantled their Iowa 
counterparts.

Similarly, against Min-
nesota, Iowa was out-
scored in total match 
points (50-36), accrued 
fewer takedowns (14-5), 
and was forced into more 
stalling calls (3-2).

Perhaps a key differ-
ence between the two 
losses was that it wasn’t 
the fault of Iowa’s heavi-
er weights for the dispar-
ity in match points and 
takedowns against Min-
nesota. But even with 
that said, just like the 
Penn State dual, the only 
thing left to decide before 
the dual’s final bout was 
merely the margin of vic-
tory for Iowa’s opponent.

“There were some 
chinks in our armor to-
day,” Iowa’s Bobby Tel-
ford said after the dual 
on Jan. 25.

It’s pretty obvious that, 
when the Hawkeyes win, 
they do so because they 
attack more. They pres-
sure their opponents 
and score more points. 
In eight of Iowa’s 11 
dual wins this season 
(not counting the Iowa 
City Duals results), the 

Hawkeyes average close 
to 80 match points while 
surrendering an average 
of around 34. 

But what’s also similar 
in the losses is the op-
position’s ability to halt 
any sort of momentum 
for Iowa. Against Min-
nesota, Brancale opened 
with a fall, and each time 
Iowa managed to tie the 
team score — which it did 
twice — a Gopher wres-
tler snagged a victory to 
give Minnesota the lead 
back.

Against Penn State, 
Iowa actually led the 
dual after two matches, 
6-3, before Penn State 
wrestlers compiled two-

straight victories to take 
a 9-6 lead. Derek St. John 
scored a decision to tie 
the score at 9 after five 
matches, only to watch 
his team’s chances to win 
wither away in the next 
four bouts.

This is not to say that 
there’s a certain recipe 
to beat the Hawkeyes — 
“If you’ve done this long 
enough, when you get 
into things like this, any-
thing can happen,” Min-
nesota wrestling coach J 
Robinson said on Jan. 25.

But when the losses 
draw these kinds of sim-
ilarities, there may be 
specific reasons to be con-
cerned.

wOMEN
Continued from 14

MEN
Continued from 14

do you have to do to beat 
Michigan State? You just 
have to lock into your 
game plan.” 

This year in college 
basketball has been one 
of the most parity-filled to 
date, especially in the Big 
Ten. 

Northwestern was in 
the basement of the Big 
Ten standings when Io-
wa trounced the Wildcats 
by 26 on Jan. 9. However, 
in the time between that 
first defeat and Iowa vic-
tory on Jan. 25, the Wild-
cats rattled off an im-
pressive streak in which 
they won three out of four 
games, including an im-
pressive win at Indiana. 

Knowing how fast 
things can shift has forced 
Iowa to prepare for every 
game the same, no matter 
the opponent.

“We prepare for every 
game like it’s the same, 
whether it’s nonconfer-
ence or conference,” Ge-
sell said. “We just look to 
get better every day and 
get ready to play.” 

The parity can also go 
the other way as well. 
Michigan State was ranked 
third in the country before 
rival Michigan defeated 
the Spartans on Jan. 25, 
making Iowa’s showdown 
with them this week all the 
more interesting.

Regardless of their 
ranking, the Hawkeye 
know how much talent 
Tom Izzo’s squad brings, 
and they’re mature 
enough to be able to pre-
pare to play against them 
in the same way that they 
would any other oppo-
nent. 

“It’s still a top-five 
program with one of the 
best coaches in the game 
coaching them, so we’ve 

just got to come out and 
be focused,” senior Devyn 
Marble said. 

Always focusing on the 
task at hand. It’s what 
has allowed McCaffery’s 
team to earn some key 
wins, while at the same 

time help forget about a 
few tough losses. 

“You always wonder 
how your team is going 
to respond to tough situa-
tions, and for us, it’s been 
with amazing maturity,” 
McCaffery said.

IOWA HAWKEYES (76)
MIN

31
34
22
31
30
16
9
7

15
5
2
1
1
2
1

FG
7-12
6-12
3-3
3-9
2-4
1-3
1-5
1-2
1-3
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-0
0-0

25-35

3P
0-0

0-3

0-0

2-5

0-0

0-1

0-0

0-0

0-1

0-0

0-0

0-0

0-1

0-0

0-0

2-10

FT
3-4
5-8
2-2
5-6
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0

15-21

RB
6
7
4
3
3
1
3
2
2
1
1
1
0
1
0

33

A
0
4
2
2
2
2
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

14

TO
0
1
3
4
1
1
2
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

14

TP
17
17
8

13
4
2
2
2
2
0
0
0
0
0
0

67

NORTHWESTERN WILDCATS(50) 

Abrahamson
Olah
Crawford
Lumpkin
Cobb
Liberman
Taphorn
Cerina
Sobolewski
Demps
Montgomery
TOTALS

MIN
14
35
37
32
32
1
5
4

10
28
2

FG
0-3
2-9

8-17
1-3
2-9
0-0
0-1
1-1
0-2

5-10
0-0

20-55

3P
0-1
0-0
2-7
0-2
1-3
0-0
0-1
0-0
0-2
1-3
0-0

4-20

FT
0-0
4-6
2-3
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
6-9

RB
0
4
4
0
6
0
0
1
0
1
1

20

A
1
0
2
0
5
0
0
0
3
1
0

12

TO
0
1
0
2
3
0
2
0
0
2
0

10

TP
0
8

20
2
7
0
0
2
0

11
0

50

Basabe
White
Woodbury
Marble
Gesell
McCabe
Utho�
Olaseni
Oglesby
Clemmons
Stokes
Ukah
Meyer
Jok
Denning
TOTALS

IOWA HAWKEYES (84)
MIN

31
28
36
32
37
9

13
14

FG
5-8

5-11
6-8

8-11
2-7
1-2
1-5
1-2

29-54

3P
2-4

0-0

4-6

0-3

0-3

0-0

1-2

0-1

7-19

FT
3-3
1-2
0-1
4-5
4-4
0-0
3-4
4-4

19-23

RB
4
4
4
2
3
2
1
3

25

A
2
1
0
1

11
1
0
0

16

TO
4
1
1
2
5
1
0
3

17

TP
15
11
16
20
8
2
6
6

84

INDIANA HOOSIERS(75) 

Lekikem
Anderson
Gassion
Brooks
Agler
Geradot
Taufa
Hulls
Chaplin
Deloach
McBride
Bell
TOTALS

MIN
18
7

17
34
10
15
5
4

12
17
23
8

FG
2-5
0-2
0-6
4-6

7-12
1-1
1-2
0-1
3-5
4-6
3-6
2-2

27-54

3P
0-1
0-0
0-1
3-3
6-8
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-0
0-0
0-3
1-1

7-19

FT
1-1
0-0
0-0
4-4
1-1
2-2
0-0
0-0
1-2
2-5
0-0
0-0

11-15

RB
3
1
4
5
2
2
1
0
0
6
2
0

29

A
1
1
1
3
3
2
0
0
0
0
1
0

12

TO
1
0
1
6
3
2
0
1
1
1
5
1

22

TP
5
0
0

15
21
4
2
0
7

10
6
5

75

Disterhoft
Doolittle
Dixon
Taylor
Logic
Till
Kastanek
Peschel
TOTALS

Iowa guard Samantha Logic drives for a lay-up against Indiana on Jan. 25 in Carver-Hawkeye. The Hawkeyes defeated the Hoosiers, 84-75. (The 
Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Iowa guard Mike Gesell drives to the hoop against Northwestern guard 
Sanjay Lumpkin in Welsh-Ryan Arena on Jan. 25 in Evanston, Ill. The 
Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 76-50. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret 
Kispert)

Iowa 157-pounder Derek St. John wrestles Dylan Ness of Minnesota in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 25. Ness scored 
a near-fall points at the end of the bout to defeat St. John, 7-4. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

wRESTliNg
Continued from 14
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SCOREBOARD

NHL
NY Rangers 7, New Jersey 3
Florida 5, Detroit 4
Winnipeg 3, Chicago 1
Edmonton 5, Nashville 1
Vancouver 5, Phoenix 4
NBA
Miami 113, San Antonio 101
New York 110, LA Lakers 103
New Orleans 100, Orlando 92
Phoenix 99, Cleveland 90
Brooklyn 85, Boston 79
Detroit 106, Dallas 116 
Portland 88, Golden State 103
Denver 125, Sacramento 117
NCAAM
Massachusetts 90, Fordham 52
Arizona 65, Utah 56
Cincinnati 80, Temple 76
Memphis 80, South Florida 58
NCAAW
Tennessee 76, Texas A&M 55
Baylor 69, Oklahoma State 66
Northwestern 63, Nebraska 59
California 69, UCLA 53
Connecticut 81, South Florida 53
Louisville 88, Memphis 61
Penn State 83, Minnesota 53
Kentucky 68, Arkansas 58
South Carolina 61,V Vanderbilt 57
Louisiana State 66, Ole Miss 56
Florida State 70, Virginia Tech 54
North Carolina State 80, Georgia Tech 73
Duke 111, Pittsburgh 67
Arizona State 68, Colorado 66
Florida 87, Auburn 69

Hawkeyes second 
in Minnesota invita-
tional

Last weekend, the Iowa track and 
field teams traveled to Minneapolis to 
compete in the Jack Johnson Invitational, 
hosted by Minnesota. Both men and 
women finished second in the Jan. 25 
meet, posting team scores of 101 and 
104.50, respectively. 

The Hawkeyes claimed first-place 
titles in several events. Senior Tevin-Cee 
Mincy took the men’s title in the 60 
meters, and freshman Brittany Brown 
finished first in the women’s 60 when she 
clocked at a time of 7.43, setting a Jack 
Johnson Invitational record. 

Iowa picked up both triple-jump titles. 
Sophomore Klyvens Delaunay took the 
men’s title with a leap of 50-5¼ (15.37 
meters), and senior Zinnia Miller claimed 
the women’s title when she posted a 
mark of 39-11½ (12.18 meters).

The women’s 1,600 relay (sophomore 
MonTayla Holder and freshmen Mahnee 
Watts, Elexis Guster, and Alexis Hernan-
dez) also finished first. 

The Hawkeyes claimed yet another 
title when freshman Kevin Docherty 
finished first in the men’s mile, crossing 
the line in 4:12.26. 

The indoor season looks promising 
for the Iowa track and field teams, after 
a successful season-opener at the Big 4 
Dual and the achievements last weekend. 

“Overall, I think it was another step in 
the right direction,” director of track and 
field Larry Wieczorek said in a release. 
“It was another day of making good 
progress. We gave Minnesota a run and 
beat some good teams. It was a good day 
for the Hawkeyes.”

The Hawkeyes travel to Ames on Jan. 
31-Feb. 1 for the Bill Bergen Invitational. 

— by Katrina Do

UPCOMING HAWK-
EYE SCHEDULE

Tuesday
Men’s Basketball vs. Michigan State, 
Carver, 6:05 p.m.
Wednesday
Women’s Basketball at Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, 7 p.m.
Friday
Women’s Tennis at Oklahoma, Norman, 
Okla., 2 p.m.
Women’s Gymnastics at Illinois, Cham-
paign, Ill., 7 p.m.
Wrestling at Northwestern, Evanston, 
Ill., 7 p.m.
Men’s Swimming at Shamrock Invitation-
al, South Bend, Ind., All Day
Women’s Swimming at Shamrock Invita-
tional, South Bend, Ind., All Day
Track at Bill Bergen Invite, Ames, TBA
Saturday
Men’s Basketball at Illinois, Champaign, 
Ill., 6:30 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Nebraska, Carver, 
2 p.m.
Men’s Tennis vs. Illinois State, Hawkeye 
Tennis and Recreation Complex, 10 a.m.
Women’s Tennis vs. Memphis, Norman, 
Okla., 11 a.m.
Men’s Tennis vs. Western Illinois, Hawkeye 
Tennis and Recreation Complex, 3 p.m.
Men’s Gymnastics at Oklahoma, Norman, 
Okla., 5 p.m.
Track at Bill Bergen Invite, Ames, TBA
Men’s Swimming at Shamrock Invitation-
al, South Bend, Ind., All Day
Women’s Swimming at Shamrock 
Invitational, South Bend, Ind., TB

By RyAN RoDRiguez
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

The Big Ten is arguably 
the toughest basketball 
conference in the United 
States. With so much tal-
ent and depth, every game 
must be approached serious-
ly, forcing teams to always 
look ahead and prepare for 
what’s next on the horizon. 

The Iowa basketball team 
is no exception. 

“It’s tough to pick up a 
win top to bottom. Your next 
game is always your most 
important game because it’s 
the next one,” sophomore 
guard Mike Gesell said. 

With such a tough sched-
ule, the Hawkeyes have 
found a simple way to win 
in the Big Ten: Take it one 
game at a time. By doing so, 
Iowa has found a way to stay 
sharp and prepare for the 
game at hand. 

Only once that game is in 
the books do the Hawks wor-
ry about who is next.

Never was this mindset 
more apparent than after Io-
wa’s 76-50 victory at North-
western on Jan. 25. 

Coming off of a win 
that many saw as an af-
terthought for the No. 10 
Hawkeyes, head coach Fran 
McCaffery was immediately 

bombarded with questions 
about the Black and Gold’s 
home tilt with the Michigan 
State Spartans in Iowa City 
on Tuesday, which has po-
tential to be Iowa’s biggest 
game so far this year.

“For us, it’s no different,” 
McCaffery said. “You just 
prepare for the next game. 
What do you have to do to 
beat Northwestern, what 

Déjà-vu for wrestlers

Minnesota coaches and wrestlers cheer after 125-pounder Sam Brancale pins Iowa’s Thomas Gilman at the 2:03 mark of the match in Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 25. Minnesota defeated Iowa, 19-15. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

By CoDy gooDWiN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

A lot of things went wrong for the Iowa 
wrestling team on Jan. 25. No. 3 Minneso-
ta came into Carver-Hawkeye Arena and 
took home a 19-15 victory, handing the 
second-ranked Hawkeyes just their second 
loss of the season.

The first loss occurred when top-ranked 
and three-time defending national champi-
on Penn State walked into Carver and blew 
the doors off the Hawkeyes in December. 

And, in many ways, the two losses are very 
similar.

When Iowa lost to Penn State, it was 
because of a combination of bonus points 
and a lack of offense. The Nittany Lions 
won seven of the 10 bouts, and three of 
those wins — from David Taylor, Ed Ruth 
and Morgan McIntosh at 165, 184, and 197 
pounds — came by major decision.

“We did not perform,” Iowa wrestling 
coach Tom Brands said after that dual. 
“They kicked us right off our home mat.”

The difference in the Minnesota dual 

was also, by and large, bonus points. Each 
team won five bouts in the dual, but Min-
nesota had two bonus-point victories — a 
pin at 125 pounds from redshirt freshman 
Sam Brancale, along with a major decision 

Hawks 
catch fire

Hawks forge maturity

Iowa guard Mike Gesell dribbles past Northwestern guard JerShon Cobb in Welsh-Ryan Arena on Jan. 25 in Evanston, Ill. The Hawkeyes defeated 
the Wildcats, 76-50. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

A tough schedule has forced Iowa to prepare one game at a time.

SEE MeN, 10

The Hawkeyes have won four 
of their last five contests.

By JACoB SHeyKo
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

In the Iowa women’s basket-
ball’s 84-75 win over Indiana, the 
Hawkeyes finally got their revenge, 
something that was a little over 
three weeks in the making. 

Earlier this season, Indiana took 
Iowa by surprise and dealt the 
Hawkeyes their first loss of the 
Big Ten season. But when the two 
teams lined up for a second match-
up, it was a different story. 

With Indiana no longer running 
under Iowa’s radar, the Hawkeyes 
controlled the game from the tip 
and evened the head-to-head re-
cord between the two teams this 
season.  

But more important than the 
result of the game is how the 
Hawkeyes played. If head coach Li-
sa Bluder is looking for her team 
to finish the season playing their 
best, then the Hawks are certainly 
on the right track, something that 
can mostly be attributed to the new 
starting five, which includes Ally 
Disterhoft in place of Kali Peschel.

“It makes us so hard to guard be-
cause there is nobody they can help 
off of; there is nobody they can sag 
off of,” Bluder said. “I think when 

SEE WoMeN, 10

SEE WReSTLiNg, 10

ioWA 84, iNDiANA 75

There is much in common in both of the Iowa wrestling team’s losses this season.

ioWA 76, NoRTHWeSTeRN 50
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Head to dailyiowan.com for Sunday evening’s 
Matside webisode, in which we break down everything 

you need to know about Iowa wrestling.


	Front Page
	News
	Daily Break
	Sports



