
By Greta Meyle
greta-meyle@uiowa.edu 

In an effort to improve educa-
tion in elementary schools, officials 
discussed ways to better facilitate 
student learning, stressing variabil-
ity as a teaching measure to help a 
multitude of students. 

University of Iowa psychology 
professors and local School District 
members met at the Iowa City Pub-
lic Library on Monday night to ex-
change ideas with community mem-
bers on student learning strategies.

UI Associate Professor of psychol-

By reBecca Morin
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

Development in Iowa City’s Riv-
erfront Crossings District may soon 
pick up pace after the city received a 
state grant.

“The grant will be used for the 
demolition of the old plant and cover 
some initial site work, which consists 
of a very sizable wetland,” said Rick 
Fosse, the director of the city’s Public 
Works. “Fortunately, the demolition 
was something that could be delayed 
because we left it as an independent 

By lily aBroMeit
lily-abromeit@uiowa.edu

In an effort to support students 
living in dorms, the University of 
Iowa implemented a required Liv-
ing-Learning Community program 
last year, something officials said 
will, hopefully, provide insight into 
on-campus life.

“With one semester under our belt, 
we are starting to fig-
ure out what does and 
doesn’t work for our 
student staff and al-
so for our profession-
al staff,” said Brooke 
Bernard, a UI assis-
tant director of resi-
dence education.

Although the num-
bers have not yet been 
calculated, Bernard said she believed 
earlier survey responses would pro-
vide some insight.

According to a survey administered 
at the beginning of the year during 
move-in, 78 percent of students said 
they planned to be an active partic-
ipant of their Living-Learning Com-
munity, 91 percent hoped to meet 
people with similar interests, and 88 
percent expected their involvement 
in Living-Learning Communities to 
improve their “overall satisfaction” 
at the UI. 

These numbers reflect what UI 
Vice President for Student Life Tom 
Rocklin said he had hoped would be 
the result of the program.

rocklin
UI vice president

Dorm 
program 
praised
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A semester after Living-
Learning Communities for 
dorm residents was required 
by the UI, officials hope for 
positive results.

Officials and professors are pleased with the number 
of faculty-development assignments.

By MeGan sancHez
megan-sanchez@uiowa.edu

When 300 people made their way through the University of Iowa 
Museum of Art and admired the artwork that took Anita Jung years to 
complete, she said, she could see all her hard work pay off. But before 
she could get there, she had to apply for a Career Development Award 
— more than once.   

The UI professor in printmaking used her Career Development 
Award, formerly known as a sabbatical, to travel to India as well as to 
work on the Symposium of the Midwest Matrix. 

The time away from classes is granted to various professors to allow 
them time to work on research or scholarly projects without the time 
commitment of teaching.

Last week at the state Board of Regents meeting, the regents ap-
proved 68 UI faculty members for Career Development Assignments for 
fiscal 2015. 

Jung’s symposium was a project involving collaboration between the 
UI Museum of Art and the UI School of Art and Art History. Jung said 
she applied for an assignment once before but did not get it.

“You invest a lot of time, and you don’t know if you’re going to be able 
to follow through with [the project] or not, so that’s hard,” she said. “You 
apply for [the award], and you don’t even know if you are going to get it.”

In order to apply for the paid time away, professors need to have taught 

Iowa City officials will move 
forward on demolishing 
the North Wastewater 
Treatment Facility after 
receiving a state grant.

ioWa routs FairleiGH Dickinson
tHe ioWa HaWkeyes iMproveD to 10-1 on tHe season WitH a 92-59 

Win over FairleiGH Dickinson.

University of Iowa 
psychology professors 
strive to make an impact 
on the classroom.

Bob McMurray talks about research done with different teaching styles on Monday at the Iowa City Public Library. McMurray discussed 
the differences in a random and a block teaching style. (The Daily Iowan/ Joshua Housing)

UI printmaking Professor Anita Jung spends Monday afternoon working on revival printmaking in the Studio Art Building.  Jung just returned from a career-development trip to in India. (The Daily 
Iowan/Megan Sanchez)

Professional-development assignments provide eligible faculty 
members the opportunity to pursue research opportunities 
outside the classroom.

professional-Development assignments
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Union aids Toys for Tots

AFSCME Local 2985 donated $4,500 to Toys for Tots.

Hundreds of children in 
Johnson County who oth-
erwise might not get any-
thing on Christmas will 
wake up on Christmas 
morning with presents to 
unwrap, thanks again to a 
gift from a local union.

2013 is the third year 
the American Federation 
of State, County, and Mu-
nicipal Employees Local 
2985 has donated to Toys 
for Tots. In the past, the 
union has shopped for 
toys and kept them in 
storage until a represen-
tative of the charity could 
pick them up. This year, 
that wasn’t an option.

“They had too much 
money to go shopping 
themselves,” said Larisha 
Richardson, an employee 
of the Salvation Army, who 
was in charge of purchas-
ing toys with the donat-
ed money. “There wasn’t 
space for them to store all 
the toys they would have 
bought.”

This year, AFSCME Lo-
cal 2985 donated $4,500 
to Toys for Tots. In 2011, 
when the giving began, it 
donated $1,500. In 2012, it 
increased to $1,700.

The “generous” size of 
the donation is due to the 
availability of extra funds 
at the end of the year as 
well as increased union 
membership, said Amber 

Moats, executive board 
member of Local 2985.

“We thought, ‘We can 
do more than we have be-
fore,’ so we did,” she said. 
“We’ve met a lot of locals 
who are very generous 
around Christmas time. 
We wanted to be that gen-
erous.”

The donation is far and 
away the largest Toys for 
Tots has received in John-
son County, Richardson 
said.

“I was just blown away,” 
she said. “This will put 
smiles on a lot of kids’ fac-
es.”

The $4,500 gift will pro-
vide Christmas presents 
for between 225 and 300 
children, from newborns 
to teenagers, in Johnson 
and Washington Counties. 
Each child will receive two 
larger gifts based on their 
age and gender, a teddy 
bear, and an assortment of 
stocking stuffers.

The tradition of donat-
ing to Toys for Tots was 
started to honor members 
of the union who returned 
from overseas deployment 
in the armed forces in 
2011.

“They wrote us a blank 
check,” Moats said. “We 
wanted to do something 
in return. We asked them 
what we should do, and 
one of them suggested giv-
ing to Toys for Tots.”

AFSCME Iowa Coun-
cil 61 represents 40,000 

public employees, includ-
ing law-enforcement and 
correctional officers, fire-
fighters, mental-health 
workers, professional 
school staff, and emergen-
cy workers.

Toys for Tots in Johnson 
County is being conduct-
ed by the Salvation Army 
this year, as the former 
director of Toys for Tots 
left Johnson County in 
2012. The Salvation Army 
will accept toy donations 
through Dec. 18, when the 
toys will be distributed.

AFSCME Local 2985 
will continue to donate to 
Toys for Tots in the future, 
Moats said.

“I don’t see why we 
wouldn’t,” she said. “It 
honors our veterans and 
the whole community ben-
efits. Hopefully, it will be 
an even bigger check next 
year.”

By Jake Mcculley
jmcculley@uiowa.edu

Jason Clasen, Reathel Jeune, and Amber Moats talk behind $1,700 worth of toys for the Toys for Tots at the Iowa Medical & Classifi-
cation Center on Nov. 26, 2012. AFSCME Local 2985 donated the toys to Toys for Tots. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

local union 
donates to Toys for 
Tots

AFSCME Local 2985 donated 
$4,500 to Toys for Tots:
• Donation was more than 2.5 
times what it gave last year
• Largest single donation to 
Toys for Tots in Johnson County
• Donated in honor of veterans 
in the union

Source: Marty Hathaway, president of 
AFSCME Local 2985



Hello, NSA, I’m not 
talking about you again. 
For one thing, you 
remember everything I 
say.

I mean, in a nor-
mal relationship, you 
wouldn’t remember half 
the things I say. (And 
that’s probably all to the 
good, given the things 
I utter in moments of 
delirium or absentmind-
edness or caffeine-in-
duced Dali-mania.) 
Hmm. Maybe that figure 
is one-third.

In any case, that’s how 
human relationships 
work — we forget half 
the things the other 
person says. It could be 
that’s why human rela-
tionships work.

And anyway, NSA, this 
isn’t about you. It’s about 
me. (How many times 
have you heard that 
before? I mean, you hear 
everything, right? You 
probably hear everything 
twice. What a boring 
life.)

So let’s call the whole 
thing off. You probably 
say to-mah-to, anyway.

(“Call” would be a load-
ed word, wouldn’t it.)

Besides, there’s this 
whole Jacoby Ellsbury 
thing to wrap my head 
around, so I don’t really 
have time for you any-
more. Ells, as we Red Sox 
fans affectionately called 
him (until now), has gone 
to the Dark Side.

Meaning he has joined 
the Evil Empire, known 
to normal people as 
the New York Yankees. 
Of course, the Yankees 
haven’t seemed so Evil 
lately. And as far as be-
ing an Empire, well, the 
Yankees rather resemble 
the Roman Empire circa 
376-400 CE.

Ells in pinstripes? 
Arrgh. I’d rather see my 
ex-girlfriend with my 
best friend. (Maybe that’s 
my best fiend. That’s 
kind of the way human 
relationships work, also.)

So, NSA, as you can 
see, I’m kind of busy. I 

have a lot on my plate, 
as we humans like 
to say (but you know 
that). On my plate, I 
have some kind of soy 
something-or-other (I’m 
hoping it’s not the other) 
and mashed potatoes. 
You probably say po-tah-
toes. Are mashed pota-
toes anything like your 
mashed metadata?

Besides, it turns out 
that local and state 
law-enforcement agen-
cies all over the country 
are doing the whole 
metadata dance, too. At 
least according to the 
Boston Globe. (Yes, I’ve 
been talking to the Bos-
ton Globe. But we’re just 
friends.)

I keep talking to you 
as if you’re a person. 
You are a person, right? 
I mean, if the Supreme 
Court has ruled, more or 
less, that corporations 
are people, why not su-
per-secret snoopers?

I keep seeing Ells in 
pinstripes in my dreams. 
Is that Freudian or some-
thing? Maybe Jungian? 
Maybe I’m Jung at heart.

And then there’s that 
whole Curiosity thing. 
You know (of course you 
know), the Mars rover or 
whatever it is, roaming 
around Mars and find-
ing — maybe, possibly, 
could be — remains of a 
freshwater lake. Billions 
of years old, but a lake. 
Curious, huh?

Do you listen to Mars, 
too? (Silly, freshman-like 
question. Of course you 
listen to Mars. Thor, god 
of war.)

I’m just curious about 
the rover and the lake. 
It’s not like a long-term 
relationship (there’s that 
word again) or anything. 
I mean, who wouldn’t be 
curious about Curiosity?

Is there anything you 
don’t know? I thought 
not. That’s why this rela-
tionship has to end — it’s 
impossible to live with a 
know-it-all. 

I used to believe there 
is no God, but now I re-
alize there is a God. It’s 
called, by mere humans 
such as me, NSA. All 
knowing, all powerful. 
Fits.

And I finally realized 
why there are no cats on 
Mars.

Curiosity killed the 
cat.

Activism today has 
taken a back seat to 
taking a seat.

With the exception of 
the unorganized mess we 
called the Occupy Move-
ment, it appears that the 
days of collecting a group 
of people to take a stand, 
fill space, and change 
society — a widely suc-
cessful protest tactic em-
ployed a half-century ago 
— have been replaced 
with counterproductive 
ranting and bickering 
on the Internet. Rather 
than operating as a tool 
for communication to 
better promote social 
progress, the web has be-
come a breeding ground 
for egotistical maniacs — 
me included — to flex an 
angry verbal muscle at 
other egotistical maniacs 
with differing opinions. 

The difference be-
tween Internet “activ-

ism” and actual activism 
lies in that, after an 
offensive article has 
been reposted and a 
snarky comment made, 
arguing on the Internet 
doesn’t really change 
anything. I only recently 
took notice of the issue; 
my Facebook feed has 
been flooded by femi-
nists — whose hearts 
are definitely in the 
right place — sharing 
offensively misogynis-
tic and bigoted articles 
about “Why You Should 
Date a Girl with an Eat-
ing Disorder” and “23 
Trends Guys Hate.” An-
other trend — one that 
peaked during the 2012 
election and still makes 
its presence known from 
time to time — has been 
for users to digress into 
political “debate” in the 
comment section below 
a post about Obamacare 
or gun laws. 

Here’s the paradox 
of Internet “activism”: 
an angry Facebooker 
protesting the existence 
of negative content by 
sharing and providing 
input is actually perpet-
uating the existence of 
such trolly content. 

Playing right into this 

paradox, I clicked on 
one of those misogynis-
tic articles to see what 
the fuss was about. A 
list (naturally — the 
Internet loves the ease 
of making lists) hosted 
on a page formatted in 
the default, drab blog 
style. Lower down on 
the page is a section for 
ranty comments, and 
even lower sits a ban-
ner powered by Google 
AdSense.

It was at this point 
that I realized it was 
a trap. If I share this 
post, it’ll cause more 
people to see it, share 
it with their friends, 
and generate money for 
something that looks to 
have taken 15 minutes 
to create.

Internet outrage 
does more than inflate 
the egos and wallets of 
trolls, however. It also 
gives uppity individuals 
the illusion that they’ve 
made a difference. If I 
like the Facebook page 
of a political group I 
disagree with to write 
negative comments on 
its wall, I’ve infiltrated 
the enemy stronghold. 
I brought the fight to 
them. I can rest easy 

knowing I’ve done my 
part in the fight against 
evil … or at least it 
feels that way. I haven’t 
really done anything. 
I’m an anonymous voice 
that carries very little 
persuasive weight, and 
I’ve given others reason 
to visit my opponent’s 
domain.

This isn’t all to 
discredit the Internet’s 
ability to stimulate 
social change. Writing 
an angry comment can 
at least get someone 
thinking about an issue. 
But true change comes 
when someone decides 
to do something. Stu-
dents in Washington, 
D.C., protested against 
violence in Syria, prov-
ing that real activism 
can still exist in our 
cushy First World. 

Even if you don’t 
want to hold a sign, 
you can actually create 
good with the Internet. 
Start your own blog and 
create positive content. 
Organize a rally or get 
a petition going. Thanks 
to the widespread use 
of the web, the oppor-
tunities to actually do 
something are more 
limitless than ever. 

OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Feeding our egos (and the trolls)
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Adam Gromotka
adam-gromotka@uiowa.edu
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Thought you only had to worry about the grow-
ing American surveillance state from the likes 
of the National Security Agency? Think again. 

The Des Moines Register reported on Sunday that 
there are signs that over the past two years, Iowa 
law-enforcement agencies have been collecting data 
via “tower dumps.”

Tower dumps involve police departments request-
ing all records on call, text, and data sent through 
local cell towers over a given period of time, usual-
ly about when a certain crime occurred. Whenever a 
mobile phone user is checking her or his email, using 
social media, or communicating with another person, 
that device is sending and receiving signals to and 
from the nearest cell tower.

Although the state of Iowa’s official policy requires 
obtaining a warrant before requesting troves of data 
through tower dumps, that doesn’t mean local police 
departments have to. According to an article in the 
University of Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional 
Law, these tower dumps reveal an enormous amount 
of information and can simply be obtained through a 
subpoena.

“Subscriber or customer information also available 
based on a law-enforcement request may include 
the person’s name; address; telephone call records, 
including times and durations; lengths and types of 
services; subscriber number or identity; means and 
source of payment, including bank-account number 
or credit-card number; date of birth; Social Security 
number; and driver’s license number.”

As if that isn’t bad enough, there seems to be abso-
lutely no transparency in the entire espionage opera-
tion against Iowans.

The Register reported that Iowa Department of 
Public Safety refused to say which police depart-
ments it assisted in analyzing cell data and how 
many tower dumps have occurred. The Department 
of Administrative Services also (as of Sunday) refused 
an open-records request for documents with informa-
tion on payments that the Iowa Department of Public 

Safety made to a company that produces cell-tower 
simulators, devices that can intercept signals sent be-
tween mobile phones and towers.

Iowa’s law-enforcement officials seem to want the 
public to simply trust them. And that would be lovely 
if they all had hearts of gold, but there are too many 
instances in which the police have abused their pow-
er for us to reasonably trust that Iowa’s law-enforce-
ment officials will always do the right thing when 
handling sensitive personal information.

After all, it was the law-enforcement communi-
ty that brought the United States such scandals as 
the Counter Intelligence Program (better known as 
COINTELPRO), in which the FBI infiltrated and 
sabotaged political organizations during the 1970s. 
More recently, law-enforcement agencies have em-
ployed agents to infiltrate mosques and spy on the 
Occupy Movement. There have been numerous com-
plaints of border agents using excessive force near 
the U.S.-Mexico border, including detention for no 
apparent reason along with illegally searching and 
confiscating private property.

Not surprisingly, the National Security Agency has 
also been involved in some shifty activities. An inter-
nal audit of the agency detailed 2,776 instances in 
which the NSA violated court orders for surveillance 
that occurred from April 2011 to March 2012.

We don’t think every single person or even most in-
dividuals in the law-enforcement community are “bad 
people.” However, the historical record, both looking 
well into the past through today, shows that when 
entrusting a small group of people with substantial 
power, some will abuse their authority. That is why 
transparency is non-negotiable, especially when deal-
ing with something as precious as civil liberties.

EDITORIAL

Police must open up on 
data collection in Iowa

YOUR TURN 
Do you think local police should be more transparent about 

data collection?
Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Re: Iowa City 
community 
members 
participate in a 
nationwide one-day 
strike

These jobs are not and have 
never been intended to be career 
positions. You enter the workforce, 
learn to work, and move on in these 
jobs. Look at all of the youth and 
young adults who have started 
in fast food and have moved on. 
Increase to $15, and you will see far 
more restaurants automating to the 
point that they will have half the 
workers they currently have. Simply 
because some people lack the skills 

or fortitude to seek better and do 
better for themselves is not justifi-
cation for increasing the minimum 
wage to $15/hour. If you don’t like 
what you are doing, go someplace 
else, do something different, or 
do something to improve your 
opportunity. A majority of these 
“career” folks have been required 
to go to work in order to receive 
federal and state benefits, and are 
simply looking for another form of 
handout.

In addition, unions are losing 
membership and need to expand 
their influence in order to keep any 
relevance and to keep the dues 
rolling in for their political agendas. 
With skilled labor jobs fleeing 
to the business friendly South, 
unions need to find more workers 

and organize more unions in other 
industries.

Dave Thoensen

Analysis of previous minimum 
wage increases has shown that 
there wasn’t loss of employment. 
In addition, simple math proves 
the current minimum wage has 
less buying power. It has been 
documented that more older 
people are now working at the 
minimum wage, especially after 
the Bush Great Recession, which 
resulted in 8.8 million people 
losing jobs. Finally, there is nothing 
wrong with unions supporting a 
minimum-wage increase, given 
their role in historically improving 
conditions for workers such as the 
40-hour workweek, elimination of 

child labor, safety and benefits for 
employees.

Kenneth Moore

Re: Mandela
I will never understand President 

Mandela’s silence on human rights 
violations in Cuba. It is true that 
the Castro regime, in various ways, 
provided support to end apartheid. 
Perhaps this “debt” prevented 
Mandela from publicly condemning 
what he surely knew was and is 
wrong in that imprisoned island. 
Mandela was inspired by the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, a document stepped on by 
the Cuban government.

Online user Osvaldo Francisco 
Díaz-Duque

Cats on Mars
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WASHINGTON  — Nar-
rowly beating a midnight 
deadline, Congress voted 
Monday to renew an expir-
ing ban on plastic firearms 
that can evade airport de-
tection machines. But Re-
publicans blocked an effort 
to toughen the restrictions 
— the latest defeat for 
gun-control forces in the 
year since the grade-school 
massacre in Newtown, 
Conn.

By voice vote, the Senate 
gave final congressional 
approval to a 10-year ex-
tension of the prohibition 
against guns that can slip 
past metal detectors and 
X-ray machines. The House 
voted last week for an iden-
tical decadelong renewal 
of the ban, and the mea-
sure now goes to President 
Obama for his signature.

Obama, traveling to Af-
rica for ceremonies honor-
ing the late South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
was expected to sign the 
bill before midnight using 
an auto pen, a White House 
official said. The device has 
been used for the signatures 
of traveling presidents since 
the administration of presi-
dent George W. Bush.

GOP senators rejected an 

effort by Sen. Chuck Schum-
er, D-N.Y., to strengthen the 
ban by requiring that such 
weapons contain undetach-
able metal parts. Some plas-
tic guns meet the letter of 
the current law with a metal 
piece that can be removed, 
making them a threat to be 
slipped past security screen-
ers at schools, airports, and 
elsewhere.

Sen. Charles Grassley of 
Iowa, top Republican on the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, said Congress should 
extend the ban for a decade 
and study Schumer’s more 
restrictive plan to make 
sure it doesn’t interfere with 
technologies used by legiti-
mate gun manufacturers.

He said the bill’s recent 
introduction suggests that 
“the real objectives were 
things other than just get-
ting an extension.”

At a news conference lat-
er, Schumer said he had “no 
ulterior motive” in propos-
ing to strengthen the ban 
and said he hoped to find 
compromise with Grassley 
in coming weeks.

“The bottom line is tech-
nology advances, and it does 
good things and it does bad 
things,” he said.

Underscoring the issue’s 
political sensitivity, both 
of Monday’s votes were 
on unanimous consent re-

quests. That meant any sin-
gle senator could scuttle the 
proposals by objecting.

It also meant the votes 
were by voice and that no 
individual senators’ votes 
were recorded. For a hand-
ful of Democratic senators 
seeking re-election next 
year in GOP-leaning states, 
the day’s votes could have 
been difficult.

The National Rifle As-
sociation, which has been 
instrumental in blocking 
gun restrictions, expressed 
no opposition to renewing 
the law. But the gun lob-
by said it would fight any 
expanded requirements, 
including Schumer’s, “that 
would infringe on our Sec-
ond Amendment rights” to 
bear arms.

The rejection of stricter 
curbs highlighted the re-
peated setbacks for gun-con-
trol advocates in Congress 
since Dec. 14, 2012. On that 
day, a gunman fatally shot 
20 first-graders and six staff 
members at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School before kill-
ing himself.

Despite that — and other 
recent mass shootings, in-
cluding at the Washington 
Navy Yard just blocks from 
the Capitol — supporters of 
expanded gun control are 
nearing the end of a year in 
which they have been un-

able to push any new fire-
arms restrictions through 
Congress.

“We’re several decades 
behind the NRA,” said Sen. 
Chris Murphy, D-Conn. 
“This is a long game, and it’s 
going to take us some time 
to build up the resources 
necessary to compete.”

Congressional Republi-
cans have resisted tighten-
ing the restrictions against 
undetectable guns, but 
those lawmakers — as well 
as the NRA — have not op-
posed renewing the current 
prohibition. The House ap-
proved a 10-year extension 
last week.

Plastic guns were in 
their infancy when Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and 
Congress first enacted the 
ban against undetectable 
firearms, and when it was 
renewed in 1998 and 2003. 
But such weapons have be-
come a growing threat and 
can now be produced by 3-D 
printers, which are becom-
ing better and more afford-
able.

Supporters of tightening 
the rules say the 10-year 
renewal helps the gun lobby 
because it reduces Demo-
crats’ ability to revisit the 
issue.

The Sandy Hook killings 
prompted Obama and Dem-
ocrats to make gun control 

a top domestic priority this 
year — but to no avail in 
Congress.

Their most stinging loss 
occurred in April, when the 
Senate turned aside an ef-
fort to expand federal back-
ground checks for would-be 
gun purchasers, an effort 
to prevent criminals and 
mentally ill people from 
getting weapons. That mea-
sure would have required 
the checks for all sales at 
gun shows and online — 
expanding a system that is 
currently required only for 
sales through licensed fire-
arms dealers.

Also defeated were pro-
posed bans on assault weap-
ons and large-capacity am-
munition magazines.

In a measure of GOP 
opposition and NRA clout, 
those proposals never even 
came to votes in the Repub-
lican-majority House.

But with Saturday’s New-
town anniversary approach-
ing, Rep. Tim Murphy, 
R-Pa., a psychologist, plans 
to announce legislation 
Thursday aimed at boost-
ing federal mental health 
programs, including treat-
ment, research and training 
for workers who respond to 
emergencies.

The lack of movement in 
the Democratic-led Senate 
has left gun-control groups 

divided about their 2014 
goals.

Some are willing to set 
aside, for now, the push 
for expanded background 
checks and settle for more 
modest changes. These 
could include strengthen-
ing mental health programs 
and having states provide 
more records to the federal 
background check system.

Backing this approach 
are some Newtown families 
and the group Americans 
for Responsible Solutions, 
formed by former Rep. Ga-
brielle Giffords, D-Ariz., se-
riously wounded by a shoot-
er, and her husband, former 
astronaut Mark Kelly.

Others want to continue 
raising pressure on law-
makers to back strong back-
ground check requirements, 
and they oppose aiming for 
less.

These groups include 
Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns, led by outgoing New 
York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, an organiza-
tion that has been spending 
money against gun-rights 
congressional candidates 
and lawmakers. These 
groups are concerned that 
Republicans would use 
votes for weaker efforts to 
cast themselves as having 
championed major steps 
against guns.
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By ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press

Congress renews ban on undetectable guns

NAtioN

Winter storm blasts 
U.S.

MINNEAPOLIS  — Snow and bitter 
cold snarled traffic and prompted another 
1,650 U.S. flight cancellations on Monday, 
and tens of thousands of people were still 
without power after January-like weather 
barged in a month early.

The storm covered parts of North Texas 
in ice over the weekend and then moved 
East. Below-zero temperatures crowned 
the top of the U.S. from Idaho to Minnesota, 

where many roads still had an inch-thick 
plate of ice, polished smooth by traffic 
and impervious to ice-melting chemicals, 
making intersections an adventure.

Many travelers wished they were 
home, and people in homes without power 
wished they were somewhere else.

Some of the most difficult conditions 
were in North Texas. More than 22,000 
Dallas-area homes and businesses were still 
without power on Monday, according to 
electric utility Oncor. That was down from 
270,000 on Dec. 6. Dallas students got a 

snow day.
More than half of the nation’s flight 

cancellations on Monday were at 
Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, 
dominated by American Airlines. About 
650 travelers were stranded there Sunday 
night.

Nationally, there have been more than 
6,100 flight cancellations since Dec. 7, ac-
cording to FlightStats.com, including more 
than 2,800 by American or its American 
Eagle regional airline. American emerged 
from bankruptcy protection and merged 

with US Airways on Monday.
A flight cancellation meant that Fred 

and Brenda Mull of Oklahoma City spent 
Sunday night in a Dallas hotel instead 
of Cabo San Lucas in Mexico. American 
canceled their Monday morning flight, 
too, and they weren’t happy as they sat in 
the international lobby. They’d spent three 
hours on hold with American, which told 
them not to go to the airport or search for 
a new reservation — advice they ignored.

“Am I supposed to sit at the hotel and 
wait for them to call? And pay for the 

hotel?” Brenda Mull said. “They wouldn’t 
have gone through bankruptcy if they ran 
it like a business.” The couple was sched-
uled on another flight Monday night.

Half of the high school band from 
Norman, Okla. landed at Dallas-Fort Worth 
on Monday after playing in a Pearl Harbor 
Day parade in Hawaii. But the flight for 
the other half of the band was canceled 
because of the ice, leaving them stranded 
for an extra day in Hawaii.

“Tough break for them, huh?” joked 
parent chaperone Tami Meyer.

The storm dumped snow through 
the Mid-Atlantic region. Freezing rain 
prompted the federal government to 
allow workers to arrive up to two hours 
later than normal Monday or take 
unscheduled leave.

In Washington, cab driver Mahdi Abdi 
said he had been driving since around 
midnight and the main roads were clear. 
But side streets were a different story.

“The small streets, a lot of them are 
icy,” said Abdi, 52. “I don’t even go in.”

— Associated Press



• Work by Stephanie Brohman, M.A. student in Jewelry & 
Metal Arts, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Studio Arts Building Drewelowe Gallery
• Work by Christiana Byrne, M.F.A. student in Jewelry & Metal 
Arts, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Art Building West Levitt Gallery
• Work by Gonzalo Gomez, M.A. student in Printmaking, 9 a.m.-
7 p.m., Studio Arts Building Porch Gallery
• Work by Honors Students, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Studio Arts Building Ark 
Gallery
• Work by Minjie Liu, B.F.A. student in Graphic Design, 8 a.m.-7 
p.m., Art Building West Third-Floor Atrium
• Work by Students in Advanced Painting class, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Calvin Checkered Space 2
• Pharmacology Postdoctoral Workshop, “Role of Endoplasmic 
Reticulum Stress in the SFO in Fluid Balance and Metabolic Effects of 

Brain Renin-Angiotensin System Activation,” Fusakazu Jo, 10:30 a.m., 
1117 Medical Education & Research Facility
• College of Nursing Research Forum, 11 a.m., 133 Nursing 
Building
• Math Physics Seminar, “Reflection Positivity and One-Body Prob-
lems,” Wayne Polyzou, Physics/Astronomy, 2:30 p.m., 309 Van Allen
• New Horizons Band Ensemble Concert, 2:30 p.m., Senior Center, 
28 S. Linn
• Faculty Senate Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber
• Slices, Performance and Pie, 6 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. 
Dubuque
• UI School of Music Presents: Series on Arts and Rights 
Concert, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Lower Deck Dance Party, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

today’s events

General and 
unsolicited 

advice: 
• If you’re thinking about 
adopting a puppy, consid-
er having a baby first. If 
the child grows up to be 
a douche bag, then you’ll 

know you can’t handle the 
pressure of a puppy.

• If you’re a dude, don’t 
wear a tank-top to a casual 
dining restaurant unless 
you’re also comfortable 

working out in jeans and 
button-down at the gym. 
And if you are, don’t be.

•People. Seriously. Vacci-
nate your children. Regard-
less of what anti-vaccina-
tion activists would have 
you believe, it is next to 

impossible to ensure your 
children have a healthy 

selling price unless they’ve 
had all their shots.

• If Facebook tells you it’s 
a friend’s birthday, and 

you’re not familiar enough 
with that person to post 

“Happy Birthday” on their 
wall, then that’s how you 

know you should probably 
unfriend them.

• Never use whiskey to 
cope with hardships. Use 
whiskey to celebrate; use 

WINE to cope.
• Every time you get an 
offer to save money by 

switching your car insur-
ance to a new company, 

take it. I’m currently 
paying $1.25/year for full 

coverage.

Andrew R. Juhl advises you not to 
take any of his advice.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Until the great mass of the people shall be filled with the sense of responsibility for 
each other’s welfare, social justice can never be attained. — Helen Keller

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Say what’s on your mind, and protect your posses-
sions, your cash, and your financial well-being. Impulse will be your downfall, 
so think twice before you make a move you might regret. You can accomplish 
anything if you are benevolent.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Romance is highlighted. With a little thought, you 
can coax someone special to take part in a special event. A trip or gathering 
will be enlightening. The ideas you develop will help you plan for a brighter 
future.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Help others, and you will be repaid. Don’t lend or 
borrow; ease stress by clearing up debts or collecting what you are owed. 
Someone’s uncertainty may leave you feeling unsettled. Be creative, and 
you’ll come up with an alternative plan.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Work-related problems are likely to get to you. 
Don’t take criticism too personally. Listen and reflect. Do whatever helps 
boost your confidence. Focus on love. A romantic connection will give you 
something positive to think about.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Listen carefully, and make sure you understand the 
risks involved before you decide to participate. Protect your assets and your 
future; joint ventures are not likely to turn out well. Knowledge will be the 
key to your success. Network, but don’t negotiate.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Problems providing what someone you love wants 
should be handled with care. Opt for something that can help pave the way 
to reaching a set goal. Romance will make up for any misunderstanding or 
lack of attention that has occurred.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t fold under pressure. Look for a solution to a 
problem. Complete unfinished projects before you move on to more enjoy-
able activities. Keep your anger in check if someone tries your patience. An 
old friend or lover may cause problems.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make travel plans, or check out educational pur-
suits. Increasing your skills or finding a way to market your talents will benefit 
you in the future. A positive change will take place if you are prepared.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A promise made must be kept, regardless of 
how you feel. Unavoidable changes at home or in your personal relationships 
will turn out to be to your benefit. Make a move that will ensure you encoun-
ter new opportunities.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Be cautious while traveling. Letting your emo-
tions take over will lead to an unexpected change that stems from a feud you 
have been trying to avoid. Refrain from being pushy. Do not put pressure on 
a situation that needs to cool down.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Get as much work done as you possibly can. 
Your reputation will depend on your ability to deliver what you’ve prom-
ised. A passionate approach to life, love, and everything you do will move 
past negativity to a positive direction. If you believe in yourself, others will, 
too.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Overload your plate, and you’ll make an impres-
sion on someone special. Romance and doing something nice for someone 
you miss or want to work or spend time with in the future will bring good 
results. Make amends if that’s what’s required.
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8-9 a.m. Morning Drive
10 a.m.-Noon Sports Block
Noon-2 p.m. Sports Block
2-3 p.m. The Lit Show
5 p.m. KRUI News
8-10 p.m. I’ve Made a Huge Mistake
10 p.m.- Midnight Local Tunes
Midnight -2 a.m. DJ Pat
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Daily Break
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“I hope to see a good lev-
el of engagement on the 
parts of members in [the 
communities] and a great-
er sense of belonging to 
the university,” he said. 

Bernard said these ini-
tial numbers reflect what 
she hopes to see in future 
survey responses, because 
for the most part, the pro-
gram has accomplished 
most of the targeted goals, 
which include involve-
ment, engagement, and 

connections made through 
the communities.

“It’s hard when you 
start a large-scale pro-
gram to know how things 
will evolve, but the stu-
dents have really [adapt-
ed],” she said. 

Rocklin, although he 
has not reviewed any solid 
numbers, said he believed 
the program will inevita-
bly be a success.

“We have every reason, 
based on research, for Liv-
ing-Learning Communities 
to increase success, includ-
ing retention from the first 
to the asecond year and 
graduation,” Rocklin said. 

UI senior Alizabeth Da-
vis, a resident assistant 
for the Iowa Writers Liv-
ing-Learning Communi-
ty, said she has noticed 
increased involvement by 
the students in her hall.

“It definitely encour-
aged them to get involved 
in the writing communi-
ty,” she said. “They get to 
know a lot of other people 
… which is obviously im-
portant in a writing com-
munity.”

UI freshman Jack-
ie Wedell, who is in 
the Explore. Dream. 
Discover. Experience. 
Living-Learning Com-
munity, said it has not 
provided as many oppor-
tunities as she had ex-
pected. It was helpful at 
the beginning of the year, 
she said, but now she 
sees it as merely a good 
idea and not so much of a 
helpful tool. 

“It seems like a good 

idea, [and] at least it 
seems like it has good in-
tentions,” she said. 

UI sophomore Domi-
nick Williams, a member 
of Community 234, said 
he is not very involved 
in his community, but he 
thinks students can take 
advantage of the program 
to achieve better results. 

“Take it seriously, uti-
lize it, [and] it’s there if 
you need it,” he said. 

Bernard said the dia-

logue between the uni-
versity and incoming 
students has broadened 
as families become more 
informed about the pro-
gram and process. 

However, as of now, 
Bernard said no immedi-
ate changes are planned. 

“If we add [anything] 
… it will be for 2015, and 
I think we’ll probably be 
entering those discus-
sions this spring,” she 
said.

commuNity
Continued from front

Sabbatical
Continued from front

at the UI for 10-consecutive 
semesters as well as have a 
legitimate project proposal. 

UI Professor of mechan-
ical and industrial engi-
neering Christoph Becker-

mann said that while the 
five-page proposal only 
took him one day to write, 
it took him longer to plan 
his project on a developing 
area of engineering called 
Integrated Computational 
Materials Engineering.

“[The application] took 
me, maybe a day, but I 
thought about it for a long 

time, before I started writ-
ing,” he said. 

All the regent univer-
sities are allowed to send 
3 percent of their eligible 
faculty per year on leave. 
In the past three years, 
Iowa State University has 
come much closer to the 3 
percent cap than the UI. 

Rob Schweers, Iowa 

State director of commu-
nications in the Provost’s 
Office, said that although 
ISU has gotten closer to 
reaching the cap in past 
years, he thinks the im-
portance of Career Devel-
opment Awards does not 
come from how many pro-
fessors are leaving but the 
quality of the work they 

bring back and produce.
UI Associate Provost 

for Faculty Tom Rice said 
he agrees, because the UI 
chooses to accept only the 
best proposals, those that 
have the most promise for 
improvement of the profes-
sor and the university.

“[The awards] are valu-
able because they allow 

faculty to focus 100 per-
cent of their work time 
on important projects of a 
semester,” he wrote in an 
email. “This concentrated 
effort pays big dividends. 
Important advances in re-
search and teaching hap-
pen much faster when fac-
ulty can focus all of their 
efforts on their projects.”

project until we found a 
source for it.”

Iowa City received an 
$8.5 million flood-mitiga-
tion state grant to demol-
ish the North Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, 1000 S. 
Clinton St. The plant was 
damaged in the 2008 flood. 

The South Wastewater 
Plant, 4366 Napoleon St. 
S.E., will become the main 
plant through an expan-
sion project to centralize 
operations at that site.

With the completion of 
the south plant’s expan-
sion project in April 2014, 
Davidson said the city will 
start demolition to the 
north plant in fall 2014 and 
will also clean 2 feet below 
the land’s surface to help 
create the wetland. 

“It enables us to do is get 
serious about the regional 

park,” said Jeff Davidson, 
the director of the city’s 
Planning and Community 
Development. “Nobody’s 
going to want to live in a 
viewing of wastewater.”

Iowa City has nine 
flood-mitigation projects, 
which totals to roughly 
$162.3 million. The city 
couldn’t have completed 
the projects without grants 
state and federal grants, 
Fosse said.

“That’s more to afford 
than we can locally,” Fosse 
said. “We put together 
several state and national 
grants, and this is one of 
the last pieces.”

Davidson said without 
extra funding, city officials 
would have had to go before 
the Iowa City City Council 
to vote on the project.

WatEr
Continued from front
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ogy Bob McMurray said the 
goal of the discussion was to 
encourage  participants to 
think of learning differently.

“Our goals are to intro-
duce them to a couple of 
principles of learning,” he 
said. “The small principle 
is that we want teachers to 
get some principles of learn-
ing that they can take back 
to their classrooms. The big-
ger picture is to get people 
to think a little bit different-
ly … Everybody’s talking 
about how to change ed-
ucation, and mostly what 
they’re talking about is how 
to change what we teach, 
and they’re not really think-
ing about how kids learn.”

McMurray collaborated 
with UI Associate Professor 
of psychology Eliot Hazel-
tine and two of the found-
ers of the Foundations in 
Learning, Jerry Zimmer-
mann and Carolyn Brown, 
to discover how individuals 
learn, and discovered how 
students learn is very coun-
terintuitive. 

Hazeltine expanded up-
on the difference that “im-
plicit” and “explicit” learn-
ing have upon obtaining 
a knowledge and skill. He 
described explicit learning 
as a concept that can be 
explained to someone out 
loud while implicit learning 
is something an individual 
gains through association 
and cannot explain. 

McMurray expanded up-
on this concept, noting that 
in their research they found 
that children learn best 
through variability because 
it cancels out the outside 
factors adults may not even 
think about. 

“The principle is target-
ed variability — its not just 
‘vary everything,’ ” McMur-
ray said. “Some people say, 
‘Oh, we should just vary 
more things,’ but that is go-
ing to kill kids — you can’t 
do that. It’s how you vary 
the irrelevant things, or 

the things that you think 
kids are paying attention 
to but shouldn’t be. So you 
have to kind of get inside 
their heads to figure that 
out.” 

Pam Ehly, the Iowa City 
School District director of 
curriculum, agreed with 
McMurray’s research prin-
ciples. 

“Unless you provide 
them an opportunity to 
discriminate with what the 
variability does, you don’t 
get the full package,” Ehly 
said in the discussion. “Of-
tentimes, I think in educa-
tion, teachers are so orga-
nized and systematic that 
they get overgeneralized, 
and so the discriminant 
gets left out, and so kids 
never really get the other 
part of it.” 

Coralville resident Su-
zanne Sinift attended the 
discussion to gain a broad-
er insight on child learning 
because one of her children 
has a 4-year-old child experi-
encing learning challenges. 

“I think the idea of tar-
geted variation was excel-
lent,” the 67-year-old said. 
“Just giving more variety 
so the learner can make 
the recognition themselves 
is my best take away.” 

Officials hope to gener-
ate future discussion and 
in time, integrate these 
strategies into the school 
district. 

Zimmermann said he 
thinks by bringing the sci-
ence of learning and the 
science of teaching togeth-
er in the community, stu-
dent learning will be better 
facilitated in the future.

“We have the science of 
learning in a powerful way 
here, and so we want to see 
if the science behind learn-
ing can benefit the class-
room,” Zimmermann said.  
“If we can continue the di-
alogue and they see the ap-
plication, then I think we 
can start testing some of 
these ideas with real teach-
ers in real schools. Our goal 
is to take the resources of 
the university to the com-
munity.”

Go to 
Dailyiowan.com
to read more of this 

story



Basabe is showing he 
should keep his starting 
spot, rebounding and scor-
ing in a way reminiscent 
of his freshman year. He 
ended last night’s game 
with a double-double con-
sisting of 12 points and 
11 rebounds. He netted 
15 points and 8 rebounds 
against Drake on Dec. 7. 

Iowa head coach Fran 
McCaffery said that he 
wants Basabe to succeed 
too, noting that the team 
plays better when the re-
cruit he brought over from 
his previous coaching job 
at Siena is on his A-game. 

“He’s obviously capable 
when he’s playing with en-
ergy like that,” McCaffery 
said. “It makes a big differ-
ence for our team.” 

Basabe wasn’t the on-
ly one who reaped dou-
ble-double status. Gabe 
Olaseni and Uthoff each 
recorded a double-double 
against an incredibly over-
matched Fairleigh-Dickin-
son squad Monday night 
in a 92-59 win. Olaseni led 
the team with 14 rebounds 
and another 10 points, and 
Uthoff went 10-10 with re-
bounds and points. The last 
time Iowa had three play-
ers record a double-double 
in points and rebounds in 
the same game was on Dec. 
29, 1993, when Jess Set-
tles, Jim Bartels, and Russ 
Millard went off against 
Cal-Irvine.

Iowa had the game won 
early on despite losing the 
tip. With five minutes left 
in the game, the Hawkeyes 
cleared the bench, and ev-
ery healthy Iowa player 
saw game action against 
the Knights. 

Perhaps the most inter-
esting part of the contest 
was that it featured the 
first minutes this season 
in which both Olaseni 
and starting center Ad-
am Woodbury were on the 
floor at the same time. It 
was only for a few min-
utes in the second half, 
but with all the lineup 
combinations McCaffery 
has put out this year, it’s 
a one-two punch that fea-
tures both of Iowa’s big 
men that’s worth looking 
at as the season draws on. 

McCaffery said he put 
the two out there at the 
same time simply to get 
Woodbury more minutes in 
the game, but Olaseni said 
they practice having both 
centers on the floor often, 
and he likes playing with 
another player above 6-10 
at the same time. 

“Earlier in the year and 
still sometimes now, we 

always try me and Woody 
together against a cou-
ple of the guys. Normally 
we go zone, so when [Mc-
Caffery] looked to me and 

I was still in I was kind 
of surprised. It’s always 
good having another big 
strong defender out there. 
I feel like every day in 

practice we work on our 
high-low action. I’m just 
excited to play with him; 
hopefully we can do that 
again sometime.”
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This statistic may be the 
most surprising of the early 
season statistics. 

Iowa’s tallest player is cen-
ter Bethany Doolittle, who 
stands 6-4. The next tallest 
Hawkeye who receives sig-
nificant playing time is Kali 
Peschel, who is 6-1. 

Iowa is likely to be 
smaller than most teams 
that it plays this season, 
yet it is among the elite 
teams in grabbing offen-

sive rebounds. As much 
as one hates to refer to 
the term of “wanting it 
more,” it’s hard to find an-
other explanation for this 
statistic and it will be in-
teresting to see how this 
aspect of the game plays 
out as the season goes on. 

Bethany Doolittle field-goal 
percentage — 60.9, 3rd in 
the Big Ten

The Hawkeyes shoot 
a lot of 3 pointers — 24 
per game. Whenever a 
team launches so many 
3s per game, one must 

be aware that some 
games, the shots aren’t 
going to fall. 

This is where Doolittle 
will play a key role. The 
junior center has been 
the most consistent of 
the Hawkeye players on 
the offensive end of the 
floor, and this is largely 
because of her efficiency 
on that end. 

As the Hawkeyes near 
conference play, one can 
bet that a few games will 
come down to Doolittle 
getting high-percentage 
shots around the basket 
and converting them. 

Melissa Dixon’s free-throw 
percentage — 91.7, 4th in 
the Big Ten

So far, Dixon’s season 
from behind the arc has 
been a tale of two parts. 
The first part of the young 
season saw a struggling 
Dixon, while recently, she 
has been unconscious. 

One aspect of Dixon’s 
game that has remained 
constant is her ability to 
convert free throws. In-
terestingly, Dixon shot 71 

percent last season at the 
charity stripe, which makes 
her percentage this season 
a pleasant surprise for Iowa 
head coach Lisa Bluder. 

The Hawkeyes have 
played five games decid-
ed by 10 or fewer points. 
These games can often 
come down to free-throw 
shooting late in games. 
One can bet Dixon will get 
the ball in these situations.

BOX SCORE
Continued from 10

points and 10 rebounds in 
19 minutes of play, while 
Uthoff quietly turned in 
another smooth, effective 
performance, finishing with 
10 points (4-of-5 field goals) 
and 10 boards.  

From the opposing locker 
room, Iowa received heavy 
praise from Fairleigh head 
Herenda. On Nov. 18, Her-
enda’s Knights lost to the 
Associated Press’ newly 
crowned No. 1 team in the 
country, Arizona. 

Herenda’s experience 
coaching against both Ar-
izona and Iowa give him 
the credibility necessary 
to compare the two teams. 
And for Iowa fans hoping 
this year’s squad can even-
tually compete with the 
nation’s best in the NCAA 

Tournament, Herenda’s 
words should serve as 
strong assurance. 

“We played Arizona. Iowa 
is probably in that class,” 
Herenda said. “They’re a 
very good basketball team. 
They are so deep, and 
they’re very long. Iowa is so 
well-coached. Preparing for 
them, we could not find a 
weakness. Then tonight, we 
couldn’t find a weakness.”   

For Iowa, the game 
against the Knights was 
challenging in a unique 
way. The opponent obvi-
ously didn’t cause many 
issues for the Hawkeyes. 
But after playing on Sat-
urday night, the Hawkeyes 
had just a day to prepare 
for Monday’s tilt. 

Seeing the Black and 
Gold perform well under 
the circumstances, Mc-
Caffery’s confidence in his 
team grew — as it has been 
since the season tipped off. 

It’s a near impossibili-
ty to quantify the value a 
game like Monday gives to 
Iowa, but with a showdown 
against ranked in-state op-
ponent Iowa State scheduled 
for Friday night, McCaffery 
believes every opportunity 
the Hawkeyes have can be 
worth something. 

“I think every game helps 
you,” he said. “For us, get-
ting back late after the 
Drake game and having to 
lock in yesterday, it’s kind 
of been that way all year 
for us. Short preps, stay fo-
cused. I think the approach 
has been very mature. 

“I’m OK either way. You 
don’t like short preps when 
you don’t think your team 
can handle short preps. 
But these guys can. They’ve 
been through it, they’re 
smart, they’re experienced. 
And they’re able to process 
the information quickly if 
they have to.”

RECAP
Continued from 10

FEATURE
Continued from 10

iowa center Gabriel olaseni shoots in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on monday. olaseni finished with 10 points and 14 rebounds. 
(the daily iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

iowa’s Kali Peschel shoots a lay-up in Carver-Hawkeye on dec. 5. (the daily iowan/margaret Kispert)

iowa guard Claire till goes in for a lay-up in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on dec. 7. the Hawkeyes beat idaho State, 95-47. 
(the daily iowan/margaret Kispert)
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By JacoB Sheyko
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s basketball squad is in 
the midst of its second winning streak of four 
or more games this season. With a 10-1 re-
cord, two wins against ranked teams — Day-
ton and Syracuse, and a top-25 ranking, the 
Hawkeyes appear to be headed to another 
NCAA Tournament appearance — it would 
be their seventh straight. 

But another look at the early statistics 
of this squad and one can see that not only 
could this team contend, it is among the elite 
teams in the Big Ten. 

Team points per game — 84.1, 1st in the Big Ten
Iowa’s up-and-down pace has paid off so 

far this season. The Hawkeyes are not only 
first in this category, but the next team be-
hind them in the Big Ten — Indiana — is 5.1 
points per game behind, clearly establishing 
Iowa as an elite scoring team. 

Another key to their scoring average 
being so high is the outburst of the last 
three games. In contests against North 
Carolina-Wilmington, Syracuse, and Ida-
ho State, Iowa has posted scoring totals of 
102, 97, and 95. 

Much of this inflated statistic also has 
to do with Iowa’s increased pace — more 

possessions will likely lead to more points, 
but it doesn’t make what the Hawkeyes 
are doing on the offensive end of the floor 
any less impressive. 

Team offensive rebounds per game — 12.6, 
3rd in the Big Ten

Junior offensive tackle Brandon 
Scherff has decided to forgo the 
NFL draft 
and return to 
play football 
for Iowa 
during the 
2014 season, 
according to a 
release from 
the football 
team. 

The Den-
ison, Iowa, native started all 12 
games for Iowa this year, and was 
an All-Big Ten first-team selection 
by the coaches. 

“I am excited to say that I 
will be staying at the University 
of Iowa for my senior season in 
2014,” Scherff said in a release. “I 
am looking forward to the 2014 
Outback Bowl and playing an 
outstanding opponent in LSU, and 
then working as hard as possible 
with my teammates to prepare for 
my senior year as a Hawkeye.”

Many had Scherff pegged as 
first-round pick in the upcoming 
draft, netting him mega bucks to 
play on Sundays. NFL draft writer 
for Rotoworld and NBC Sports, Josh 
Norris, had Scherff pegged at 19th 
overall in his latest projections. 

Norris said he was surprised 
to hear Scherff will stay for one 
more year of college, but he noted 
Scherff may not necessarily be 
entirely ready to play at the next 
level, either. 

“I love Scherff ’s aggression, 
run-blocking ability, and bullying 
style in space,” Norris told The Daily 
Iowan. “However, he lunged too 
often in pass protection and needs 
to play with a more balanced base 
in the same scenario.”

— by Ben Ross

SPORTS

Scherff
offensive tackle
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WHAT TO WATCH 

Good night, Knights

Iowa forward Melsahn Basabe dunks the ball in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Monday. Iowa beat Fairleigh Dickinson, 92-59. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

Hawkeyes shining offensively

See Box ScoRe, 8

NcaaM: Kansas vs. Florida,
eSPN, 6 p.m. 
NcaaM: Oakland vs. Indiana, 
eSPN2, 6 p.m. 

Iowa 92, FaIRleIgh DIckINSoN 59SCHERFF TO STAY 
ONE MORE YEAR

Iowa center Bethany Doolittle shoots a quick jumper in Carver-Hawkeye on Dec. 5. The Hawks defeated Syracuse, 97-91. (The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

RecaP FeaTuRe

The Iowa men’s basketball team improved 
to 10-1 on the season with a 92-59 win over 
Fairleigh Dickinson.

By RyaN PRoBaSco
ryan-probasco@uiowa.edu 

After allowing Fairleigh 
Dickinson to open the game 
with 6-straight points, Iowa 
regained enough composure 
to go on a 19-0 run, quickly 
demolishing any chance of an 
upset in Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na Monday night. 

With the win, the Black and 
Gold moved to 10-1 this sea-
son. Depth was once again a 
huge advantage for Iowa — five 
Hawkeyes scored in double fig-
ures. The Hawkeye bench fin-
ished the day outscoring Fair-
leigh Dickinson’s reserves by a 
margin of 51-28.

“The bench has been great,” 
Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “We got the break going, we 
threw it ahead. We really at-
tacked their three-quarter court 
pressure with great success. And 
a lot of the game, Greg [Heren-

da] played a smaller lineup, so 
we dominated the glass.”

Senior forward Melsahn Basa-
be put together another nice per-
formance after scoring 15 points 
to go along with his 8 rebounds 
against Drake on Dec. 7. On 
Monday, Basabe finished with 12 
points and 11 rebounds, which 
gave the Glen Cove, N.Y. native 
his 13th career double-double. 

“My coaches are really con-
fident in me, everybody has 
confidence in me,” Basabe said. 
“Games like this, I don’t consid-
er it a special performance. I just 
consider it me doing what I’m 
supposed to be doing.”

Basabe wasn’t the only Iowa 
player to accomplish a dou-
ble-double Monday. Junior cen-
ter Gabriel Olaseni and trans-
fer Jarrod Uthoff notched their 
own as well. 

Olaseni finished with 14 

See RecaP, 8

Basabe ended the night witha  double-double 
consisting of 12 points and 11 rebounds.

By BeN RoSS
benjamin-d-ross@uiowa.edu 

The sky seemed to be the lim-
it for Melsahn Basabe follow-
ing his first year as a division-I 
basketball player for Iowa. The 
now-senior forward was named 
to the All-Big Ten Freshman 
Team after starting all 31 games 
for the Hawkeyes in 2010-11.

But Basabe started to strug-
gle after his frosh campaign. 
The Glen Cove, N.Y., native 
gained some weight and lost a 
step. He started 21 games as a 
sophomore and just 18 last year. 
He hasn’t been able to touch the 
7 rebounds and 11 points he av-
eraged as a freshman. His role 
on the team could have easily 
diminished this year as other 
capable forwards such as Zach 
McCabe and Jarrod Uthoff bat-
tled for playing time. 

Basabe said he’s been made 
very aware of the regression 

he’s made in the stat book since 
his first year at Iowa. But he 
thinks he can still get better. 

“My game has always been 
there; I just think it’s the con-
sistency factor,” Basabe said 
after the game. “I’ve been pret-
ty productive even though a 
lot of people get on me about 
my career. I’ve been competing 
with the best players since Day 
One. I’m not thinking about my 
freshman year, because I want 
to be better than my freshman 
year. I’m older. I should be bet-
ter than I was as a freshman.”

After a lackluster begin-
ning of the season, it looked 
as though a decreased role for 
Basabe would be the case, too. 
McCabe and Uthoff see compa-
rable minutes and often post 
better stats than Basabe de-
spite his starting every game. 

But after two solid contests, 

See FeaTuRe, 8

UPCOMING HAWK 
SCHEDULE

Thursday
Women’s basketball at Iowa State, 
Ames, 7 p.m.
Wrestling vs. Buffalo, Carver, 7 p.m.
Friday
Men’s basketball at Iowa State, Ames, 
8:30 p.m.
Women’s swimming at Iowa State, 
Ames, 6 p.m.
Saturday
Women’s basketball vs. Drake, Carver, 
4 p.m. 

SCOREBOARD

NBa
Sacramento 112, Dallas 97
Charlotte 115, Golden State 111
LA Clippers 94, Philadelphia 83
Denver 75, Washington 74
Memphis 94, Orlando 85
Portland 105, Utah 94

NFl
Chicago 45, Dallas 28

NcaaM
Iowa 92, Fairleigh Dickinson 59

Ncaaw
Maryland 105, Siena 49

Nhl
Vancouver 2, Carolina 0
Anaheim 5, NY Islanders 2
Ottawa 5, Philadelphia 4 (SO)
Pittsburgh 2, Columbus 1

BEARS ROUT 
COWBOYS

CHICAGO  — Neither the brutal cold nor 
one of the league’s worst defenses could 
stop Josh McCown and the Chicago 
Bears.
McCown threw for a career-high 4 
touchdowns, and the Bears scored on 
their first eight possessions to grab 
a share of the NFC North lead with a 
45-28 victory over the Dallas Cowboys 
on a frigid Monday night.
The Bears (7-6) retired Hall of Famer 
Mike Ditka’s number at halftime and 
pulled even with Detroit in the division 
race on a night when the wind-chill 
factor was below zero. Dallas (7-6) fell 
a game behind Philadelphia in the 
NFC east.
The conditions didn’t stop McCown 
from throwing for 348 yards or keep the 
Bears from running away with a lopsid-
ed victory after consecutive losses.

— associated Press

The Box ScoRe




