
By Megan Sanchez
megan-sanchez@uiowa.edu

In a city such as Iowa City, a medi-
cal-care facility can be easily found, but 
in rural areas, often would-be patients 
go unseen because of the lack of phy-
sicians.  

Carver College of Medicine Dean 
Debra Schwinn said she hopes a new 
University of Iowa Health Alliance do-
nation will help solve one of the larger 
problems with rural health care — ac-
cess.

“We need more physicians,” she said. 
“There are some counties that don’t 
have a single physician, so this will ad-
dress that issue very critically.”

Officials are taking steps to improve 
rural health care in Iowa by donating 
$1 million to the cause. 

Gov. Terry Branstad and UI Presi-
dent Sally Mason were among the of-
ficials who sat onstage when the room, 
filled to the brim, applauded their an-
nouncement on Dec. 6. 

The Health Alliance’s funding will go 
to the Rural Iowa Primary Care Loan 
Repayment Program. The alliance, 
which started in 2012, comprises more 

than 50 hospitals and 160 physician 
clinics across the state.

Branstad told the crowd in his ad-
dress he feels this is another step in 

moving Iowa up in the ranks of healthy 
states. The governor has previously 
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Meningitis 
vaccine 
not at UI

Alliance aids rural-health initiative

By aBIgaIL MeIer
abigail-meier@uiowa.edu

Federal health officials have de-
cided to accept a vaccine not origi-
nally approved in the United States 
to fight an outbreak of meningitis 
at Princeton University. While Uni-
versity of Iowa officials cannot say if 
they would accept the vaccine if an 
outbreak occurs here, they did say 
that will depend on a case-by-case 
basis.

The Food and Drug Administration 
has approved the vaccine Bexsero — 
originally approved in Australia and 
Europe — to be given to Princeton 
students with the bacterial menin-

The Hawkeyes are set to compete against LSU in the Outback Bowl on New 
Year’s Day in Tampa, Fla. The football team reversed its fortunes this season 

and hopes to win its third Outback.  
(The Daily Iowan/Photo Staff)

Turn to Sports to read more about Iowa’s bowl berth.

By LILY aBrOMeIT
lily-abromeit@uiowa.edu

Achieving a more sustainable cam-
pus has been an underlying goal at 
the University of Iowa for years, and 
University of Iowa Student Govern-
ment senators took another step in 
an environmentally friendly direc-
tion Sunday with a Sustainability 
Summit.

Hosted by UISG, the summit was 
aimed at opening up discussion 
among UI officials, students, and 
community members as well as state 
leaders.

“It’s a great chance to showcase all 
the things the UI is doing [and] it’s 
also good to transition the university 
from providing [not only] education, 
but also advocacy,” said Jeffrey Ding, 
UISG’s sustainability liaison.

Sen. Rob Hogg, D-Cedar Rapids, 
who delivered one of two keynote 
speakers, said he hoped the event 
would encourage students to become 
more informed and active.

“I hope they make a commitment 
… and decide to commit their lives to 
the fight for sustainability,” he said.

Liz Christiansen, the director of 
the UI Office of Sustainability, said 
the university is on track for the 2020 
sustainability goal, which was helped 
largely in fiscal 2013 by a 70 percent 
increase in recycling in UI Housing 
and Dining and a 43 percent increase 
on both the main campus and UI 
Hospitals and Clinics. 

“I would like students to learn 
about the great things happening on 
campus, and we’d like them to bring 
[forth] more ideas,” she said. “A lot of 
these ideas have been put up by stu-
dents, so I know students are inter-
ested in sustainability.”

Hogg called on students and com-
munity members to continue efforts 
in Iowa City to reach beyond the 
state borders.

“This goes to the core of our econ-
omy, our security and basic human-
itarian issues,” Hogg said. “You have 
to be involved beyond your personal 
life.”

While Hogg pointed to advanced 
biofuels, urban revitalization, and 
water conservation as immediate 
solutions, Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa 
City, noted adaption and policymak-
ing as the next vital steps.

“We need to make it easier for peo-
ple and that’s where policy comes in,” 
he said, emphasizing relationships, 
communication, and connections as 
ways to implement change.

Hogg said while he thinks the UI 

Gov. Terry Branstad addresses a crowd in the atrium of the Medical Education & Research Facility on Dec. 6. Branstad talked about 
rural health care in Iowa and his goal to make Iowa “the healthiest state in the nation.” (The Daily Iowan/Megan Sanchez)
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The American climate hike

By Megan Deppe
megan-deppe@uiowa.edu

Four pairs of shoes, 
five hours, eight months, 
and 7 million steps — 
this is what lies before 
Miriam Kashi, a local 
environmental activist 
who will undertake the 
Great March For Cli-
mate Action this coming 
year. 

The Great March for 
Climate Action is a walk 
across America to spark 
a response to the climate 
crisis that is facing the 
planet.  

Kashi, who will be one 
of more than 150 march-
ers from 35 states and 
four foreign countries, 
has 83 days to finish 
raising the minimum 
funds of $5,000. As of 
her fundraiser on Dec. 
7, she had raised 82 per-
cent of the goal. 

The costs contribute 
to the daily food the 
marchers will receive, as 
well as supporting staff 
and volunteers who will 
assist the marchers. 

Kashi was a thera-
pist for 18 years in Iowa 
City before retiring and 
turning her attention to 
different environmental 
issues, which includes 
joining 100 Grannies for 
a Livable Future and 
serving with the Peace 
Corps for two years.  

“I am doing [the Great 
March for Climate Ac-
tion] because I am pas-
sionate,” Kashi said. 
“The trajectory our plan-

et is on is not sustain-
able. We’ll perish if we 
continue like this.”

Barbara Schlachter, a 
cofounder of 100 Gran-
nies, says that the group 
is “absolutely support-
ive” of Kashi’s march.

“I think she’s awesome 
to even try it,” Schlach-
ter said. “I’m impressed, 
and I will do what I can 
to support her.” 

Schlachter also said 
that while no one else 
in 100 Grannies will 
walk the entire trip with 
Kashi, some members 
may take the opportu-
nity to walk part of the 
march, which is an op-
tion for anyone who may 
not be able to walk for 
the entire eight months.

100 Grannies is a 
group that focuses on 
many environmental 
issues, which includes 
climate change and the 
control of plastic mate-
rials. 

“Climate change is the 

most significant thing 
that is happening,” 
Schlachter said. “If we 
don’t address this soon, 
there will be repercus-
sions that will become 
too difficult to address 
at all.”

Schlachter said this 
was one of the reasons 
100 Grannies is so sup-
portive of Kashi’s march, 
because she was march-
ing for a worthwhile 
cause. 

“I think we need to 
do everything we can to 
make people aware of 
this issue,” Schlachter 
said. 

Chris Vinsonhaler, a 
friends of Kashi’s and an 
advocate for 100 Gran-
nies, said Kashi was 
doing “the right and im-
portant thing.”  

“I think Miriam is 
deeply courageous and 
inspiring,” Vinsonhaler 
said. “We are lucky to 
claim Miriam as a mem-
ber of 100 Grannies.” 

Those who join the 
Great March for Cli-
mate Action will walk 
for 246 days, stopping 
in designated towns to 
showcase sustainable 
technologies and prac-
tices to move the cli-
mate action forward in 
the city. Some ideas in-
clude urban gardening 
techniques and trans-
porting a mobile wind 
generator.

“[The march] actual-
ly affects individuals 
all across the country,” 
Kashi said. “People’s 
minds will shift.” 

The march will begin 
on March 1, 2014, in 
Los Angles and conclude 
in Washington, D.C., 
on Nov. 1. The route 
will pass through Des 
Moines on Aug. 11 and 
through Iowa City on 
Aug. 20.  

“My middle name is 
‘adventure,’ ” Kashi 
said.” And this is going 
to be a grand adventure.”

A local activist 
will take several 
million steps to 
raise awareness of 
climate change.

Local environmental activist Miriam Kashi and a supporter drink some wine at a fundraiser on Dec. 7. Kashi will be involved in the 
Great March for Climate Action in which she and 150 others will walk from Los Angeles to Washington, D.C., to bring awareness to 
the climate crisis. (The Daily Iowan/Wanyi Tao)

Madison,Wis., 
frowns on 
snuggling joint
TODD RICHMOnD
Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Wis-
consin’s ultra-liberal cap-
ital city is a place where 
just about anything goes, 
from street parties to na-
ked bike rides. But city 
officials say a business is 
pushing even Madison’s 
boundaries by offering, of 
all things, hugs.

For $60, customers at 
the Snuggle House can 
spend an hour hugging, 
cuddling, and spooning 
with professional snug-
glers.

Snugglers contend 
touching helps relieve 
stress. But Madison offi-
cials suspect the business 
is a front for prostitution 
and if it’s not, fear snug-
gling could lead to sexual 
assault. Not buying the 
message that the business 
is all warm and fuzzy, po-
lice have talked openly 
about conducting a sting 
operation at the business, 
and city attorneys are 
drafting a new ordinance 
to regulate snuggling.

“There’s no way that 
[sexual assault] will not 
happen,” assistant City 
Attorney Jennifer Zilavy 
said. “No offense to men, 
but I don’t know any man 
who wants to just snug-
gle.”

Snuggle House owner 
Matthew Hurtado hasn’t 
responded to numerous 
requests for an interview. 
His attorney, Tim Casper, 
said in an interview last 
month the business is le-
gitimate and Hurtado has 

put precautions in place 
to protect clients and em-
ployees from each other.

“The concept is obvious-
ly a novel one, and you can 
see where [the city] might 
be a little skeptical,” he 
said. “Could something 
happen? Yeah, I suppose. 
But they’re taking every 
precaution.”

In recent days, it’s be-
come unclear whether the 
house is still in business. 
No one answered the door 
there Dec. 7. A posting on 
a Facebook page claiming 
to be the Snuggle House’s 
site said it had closed, but 
the page owners wouldn’t 
identify themselves — 
or confirm if it was the 
home’s official site. Nei-
ther Hurtado nor Casper 
have returned phone and 
email messages.

Madison’s concern seems 
to be deeper than in other 
cities where similar busi-
nesses have set up shop as 
cuddling has grown into a 
cottage industry over the 
past decade.

Police in Rochester, 
N.Y., said they’ve had 
no complaints about the 
Snuggery, which offers 
overnight cuddle sessions. 
Be The Love You Are in 
Boulder, Colo., offers cud-
dles with “Snuggle Stars.” 
Cuddle Therapy in San 
Francisco offers packages 
that “focus directly with 
your current needs around 
connection, intimacy and 
touch,” according to its web-
site. Police in San Francisco 
and Boulder didn’t respond 
to the AP’s inquires about 
those businesses.



OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Nelson Mandela all cleaned up

COLUMN

When Amazon an-
nounced Dec. 1 it would be-
gin offering drone delivery 
as an option for shoppers in 
the future, the first reaction 
in my mind was disbelief. 
Was this an “article” from 
The Onion that had gone vi-
ral? Was it April 1 already?

Alas, further research 
confirmed: Amazon is very 
serious about Prime Air. 
CEO Jeff Bezos told “60 
Minutes” host Charlie Rose 
the service would deploy 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
from Amazon’s so-called 
fulfillment centers, bringing 
packages to buyers about 
as quick as a pizza delivery 
(except you don’t have to tip 
a drone, at least not until 
they develop sentience).

Dubbed “octocopters,” the 
drones bear an uncanny 
resemblance to a George 
Foreman grill on stilts. 
Despite their unassuming 
appearance, however, many 
Americans are unsure 
about whether to allow 
drone delivery. A Huffington 
Post/YouGov poll conducted 
after the announcement 
found 44 percent of respon-
dents opposed allowing 
private companies to deliver 
using unmanned drones, 
with 31 percent in favor.

Of course, all of this is 
old news to those in the 
Middle East and Southern 
Asia. They’ve seen drone 
deliveries of a different kind 
for more than a decade. 
Beginning in Yemen in 
2002, the United States has 
used aerial Predator drones 
armed with lethal Hellfire 
missiles to conduct targeted 
assassinations of terrorists, 
as well as to collect surveil-
lance.

Now, the military has 
moved on to the more tech-
nically advanced (and much 
more deadly) Reaper drone. 
The name is certainly no 
accident. Estimates on the 
number of deaths attributed 
to these sister drones put 
the count at around 3,000.

The ethical quandaries 

that go along with raining 
fire from the sky are difficult 
to tackle on their own. Yet 
when you consider the 
civilian death toll from these 
strikes, the policy is morally 
indefensible. No official 
count exists, and the Obama 
administration has dodged 
the question whenever 
asked, but third parties esti-
mate between 261 and 891 
civilians have been killed by 
drone strikes.

For those living literally 
under the threat of drone 
strikes, going outside means 
putting oneself at risk. Not 
only do the people of these 
nations need to worry about 
terrorist strikes (which 
reached a record high of 
8,500 attacks in 2012, a 69 
percent rise from 2011), 
they also have to worry 
about being killed by the 
ones supposedly there to 
protect them.

On Dec 5., a few days 
after Amazon’s news set the 
industry abuzz, Afghanistan 
President Hamid Karzai 
accused the United States 
of killing seven civilians, in-
cluding women and children, 
in a Nov. 20 drone strike. 
The International Security 
and Assistance Force denied 
any citizens were harmed. 
Because the United States 
considers any military-age 
male killed in drone strikes 
to be a militant (as reported 
by the New York Times), that 
line can become kind of fuzzy.  

The timing of Amazon’s 
announcement juxtaposed 
with Karzai’s denouncement 
is striking. Today, Americans 
are unsure of how Amazon’s 
drones will work but are 
nonetheless wowed by the 
technology. Meanwhile, the 
people of the Middle East 
and South Asia, despite 
lacking access to some of the 
advancements we take for 
granted, understand what a 
drone in the sky means for 
them.

We look forward to drones. 
Across the world, they look 
out for them. In as soon as 
five years, Amazon claims, 
Americans could pay a 
premium to get packages 
in 30 minutes. But under 
the drone policies of Bush 
and Obama, hundreds of 
innocent people have paid 
the ultimate price.

I guess it’s all a matter of 
location.

Matthew Byrd
Matthew-e-byrd@uiowa.edu
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The minimum wage, first set in America in 1938 
by the Fair Labor Standards Act, has long been 
characterized as a balancing act between fair-

ness for employees and viability for employers. But in 
recent years, the scales have become decidedly unbal-
anced.

Rising income inequality coupled with an economic 
downturn has brought newfound energy to those seek-
ing increases in the minimum wage, as a group of pro-
testers showed last week in Iowa City.

Around 30 people stood in the freezing temperatures 
outside McDonald’s, 804 S. Riverside Drive, on Dec. 5 
in support of the fast-food worker movement that was 
started in New York City in November 2012. Dec. 5 
marked a nationwide, one-day strike in more than 100 
cities to fight for a minimum wage of $15/hour.

That number is a far cry from the current federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 (the same as Iowa’s). And with 
good reason: The minimum wage is lagging behind. 

The wage has been falling in “real value” (or adjust-
ed for inflation) since 1968, losing a bit each year that 
it isn’t raised. If the wage had kept up with inflation, it 
would be set at $10.74. 

Those that work minimum-wage jobs know some-
thing isn’t right. An employee working full-time at 
$7.25 would make $15,080 a year. That’s below the 
federal poverty line of $15,510 for a household of two, 
and the numbers only get bleaker from there. 

While $7.25 to $15 an hour may be too large of a 
jump, we believe the state and nationwide minimum 
wage must be increased in order to ensure that the 
minimum wage is still a livable one.

Because the wage hasn’t quite kept up with the 
price of living, many more Americans have used feder-
al low-income assistance programs to make up the dif-
ference. The rising effect of these programs on national 
spending is no surprise. In providing the help many 
minimum-wage workers rely on, the taxpayers have 
subsidized their employers.

Of course, there are downsides to raising the min-
imum wage by itself. Smaller and larger companies 
alike could raise prices on their products to offset the 
difference and could also attempt to cut costs by lay-
ing off workers. A drastic hike in the minimum wage 
would likely prove to be a double-edged sword.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said in a statement 
that he supports proposals to increase minimum wage 
as long as the plan includes regulatory or tax relief for 
small businesses to encourage employers not to reduce 
payrolls. He said he also opposes efforts to increase the 
minimum wage “without any provisions to mitigate 
the negative effects on employers.”

Grassley is on to the right idea. In order to make 
sure the repercussions of a minimum-wage increase 

don’t threaten an economy in recovery, any federal pol-
icy on raising the minimum wage should have conces-
sions for employers as well.

Between the backwards way taxpayers subsidize 
companies and the fact that a minimum wage is not 
enough to get by, it’s evident that the balance behind 
the minimum wage is absent today. But by keeping the 
wage tied to inflation, the federal government would 
fulfill the intent behind the 1938 Fair Labor Standards 
Act and set the scales right.

EDITORIAL

Raise the minimum wage

YOUR TURN 
Do you think the minimum wage should be raised?

Weigh in on at dailyiowan.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Students need more 
food info

If you go online to pull up the Univer-
sity of Iowa’s Health and Sustainability 
webpage in order to learn more nutri-
tional information about the food you’re 
consuming daily in university dining halls, 
you will be met with a difficult-to-nav-
igate, rarely operating webpage that 
offers limited information on a few select 
food items.

As a freshman at the UI, I am 
disappointed by the lack of nutritional 
information available to students 
regarding the food served in the dining 
halls, as well as the lack of promotion 
on the few opportunities of nutritional 
information that are in place now. We as 
students have a right to know information 
about the food we are consuming on a 
daily basis, but this complicated webpage 
prevents this.

The dining halls’ entrées card should 

state information such as allergy alerts, 
calories in a suggested serving size, 
the nutritional value of a food item in 
the form of a nutrition density score or 
offer a designation for  “Healthy Option” 
entrées. The dining halls should also make 
students more aware of their vegan and 
gluten-free options.

The university’s lack of promotion of this 
information is a disservice to the students. 
Providing this information to students isn’t 
about promoting calorie counting or about 

communicating a negative message 
about eating disorders to students — it’s 
about promoting healthy choices, which 
will lead to a healthier lifestyle overall.

We care about our well-being and wish 
the university would share in our concerns. 
We aren’t asking that they wallpaper the 
dining halls with nutrition labels, but we 
are asking that they make available to 
us the nutritional information we have a 
right to.

Elizabeth Sturms

The promise & 
peril of drones

The news of the death 
of Nelson Mandela, the 
legendary anti-apart-
heid activist and former 
president of South Africa, 
brought with it a flurry of 
responses from American 
political writers extolling 
the virtues of a man who 
peacefully brought about 
the end of the brutal re-
gime of racist subjugation 
that was apartheid-era 
South Africa. 

These responses, how-
ever, tended to paint the 
picture of a man who did 
not exist. The media’s is 
a portrait of Mandela as 
a man who achieved his 
goals through peaceful, 
flowers-in-his-hair, hip-
pie-esque activism.

This analysis, of course, 
could not be further from 
the truth. While certainly 
preferring nonviolent 
activism, Mandela, when 
faced with the overwhelm-
ing apparatus of violence 
and terror of the apartheid 
regime, chose to embark 

on a campaign of violence 
against the government, 
cofounding and heading 
“Umkhonto we Sizwe” 
(“Spear of the Nation”), the 
armed wing of the African 
National Congress, the 
most prominent political 
organization committed to 
ending apartheid. Mande-
la was eventually arrested 
for committing acts of 
sabotage against the 
apartheid government and 
spent 27 years in prison. 

Now, Mandela was not 
simply a violent radical; 
to suggest so not only 
obfuscates the truth but 
also pigeonholes a colossus 
of 20th century humanity 
to a singular role, which 
he neither fits nor shuns. 
But using violence in the 
name of destroying an 
immoral government was 
something Mandela had 
no problem doing. It’s a 
simple fact. 

So, why have so many 
political commentators 
decided to essentially 
ignore one of the more 
significant portions of 
Mandela’s life in favor of 
the fictitious grandfather-
ly figure of an ahistorical, 
beatnik Mandela? It all 
falls into the not-so-grand 
American tradition of 
whitewashing and sand-
ing down the rough edges 

of radical political figures. 
Take Martin Luther 

King Jr. for example. 
Today, King is known as a 
relatively uncontroversial 
pillar of American justice, 
a man whose dedication to 
nonviolence and equality 
ultimately redeemed a 
nation of racist sinners. 
In reality, and in his time, 
however, King was a rad-
ical agitator, most likely a 
democratic socialist who 
was derided by main-
stream white America as a 
communist and considered 
a showboat by many in the 
civil-rights movement. Or 
how about Helen Keller 
— this symbol of triumph 
over immense odds was 
also a member of the 
Socialist Party of America, 
the anarchist IWW trade 
union, and a fervent activ-
ist for leftist causes such 
as increased unionization 
and women’s suffrage. 

It is pretty clear that 
the bleaching of Mandela’s 
more complicated and 
violent past is right in 
line with the treatment 
of other radicals by the 
American political commu-
nity. This, however, is not 
nearly so disturbing as the 
reason behind such smoke 
screening, the absolving 
of American sin and the 
dissuasion of radicalism. 

You see, if we don’t talk 
about how Mandela was 
a militant revolutionary, 
then we don’t have to 
talk about its being likely 
the CIA was ultimately 
responsible for his arrest 
by tipping off apartheid 
authorities to his where-
abouts. Or, even worse, 
the years of U.S. alliance 
with and financial backing 
for the apartheid regime 
because of its strong an-
ti-communist nature. 

Also, by presenting 
these figures as “main-
stream” and “moderate,” 
the powerful can dis-
suade would-be radicals 
from tearing down insti-
tutions that perpetuate 
racism, patriarchy, and 
other forms of injustices. 
To these institutions, 
radicalism is a threat, so 
when the radicals gain 
a victory or two, take 
it away from them by 
claiming the victory for 
yourself. An insidious 
tactic indeed.

It is both a disservice 
to the memory of Man-
dela and the radical 
causes he championed 
to gloss over the less-
than-peaceful moments 
of his life. There is, 
luckily, a very simple 
antidote to such idiocy: 
Don’t do it. 
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has made large strides to-
ward environmental pol-
icies, he still hopes to see 
more.

“The university has 
been making progress, 

[and] there are some 
great energy and solid 
waste accomplishments, 
but the magnitude of the 
challenge [means] the 
university needs to do a 
lot more,” he said. “And of 
course that’s not just [the 
UI], but everybody needs 
to do more.”

Sen. Bill Dix, R-Shell 

Rock, did not attend the 
summit but said he be-
lieves people of all ages 
are interested in taking 
part in conservation ef-
forts.

“It’s just common sense,” 
he said. “It’s good for the 
economy, environment, 
and … country; all of those 
things contribute to a 

brighter future.”
Sen. David Johnson, 

R-Ocheyedan, also was not 
in attendance at Sunday’s 
summit but said there is 
a strong push in Iowa in 
terms of environmentally 
friendly efforts.

“There are things that 
every public entity should 
be doing as far as energy 

[conservation],” he said. 
“There are a lot of efforts 
out there … [and] no mat-
ter if it’s at the state or lo-
cal level, there are efforts 
underway or should be un-
derway.”

Ding said he thinks ma-
ny initiatives and plans 
could be formed from ideas 
discussed at the summit, 

contributing to UISG’s 
continuous efforts to sup-
port sustainability efforts 
campus-wide.

“We’ll continue to mar-
ket the Green Initiative 
Fund,” he said, in efforts 
to continue recycling 
campaigns and a possible 
summit involving the Tip-
pie College of Business.

gitis. However, it will not 
be approved nationwide. 
Since March, Princeton 
has seen eight cases of 
bacterial meningitis.

“The vaccine the FDA 
approved specifically cov-
ers the strain of meningitis 
that is involved in the out-
break at Princeton,” said 
Polly Carver-Kimm, the 
communications director 
for the Iowa Department 
of Public Health. “The 
vaccine given to Princeton 
students was approved for 
use on this outbreak only.” 

In 2012, there were 
two cases of the bacterial 
meningitis in Iowa. Carv-

er-Kimm said Iowa does 
not plan on accepting the 
vaccine because the ap-
proval was specifically 
meant to contain the out-
break at Princeton Uni-
versity. 

Carver-Kimm said there 
are five different types of 
meningitis: bacterial, vi-
ral, fungal, parasitic, and 
non-infectious. 

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, meningi-
tis is caused by the inflam-
mation of the membranes 
covering the brain and 
spinal cord. According to 
the CDC, bacterial menin-
gitis is usually severe and 
can cause serious compli-
cations, including brain 
damage, hearing loss, or 
learning disabilities. 

UI spokesman Tom 
Moore said the UI experi-
enced a serogroup C men-
ingitis outbreak in the 
early 1990s. He said the 
outbreak was disrupted 
by administering a vac-
cine to the students who 
had the disease; however, 
if Iowa were to see cases 
of the bacterial meningi-
tis today, the idea to ac-
cept a vaccine would be 
determined by the UI Stu-
dent Health Service and 
the state public health 
authorities. 

“Times have changed 
since then, and now ev-
ery adolescent usually re-
ceives a series of meningo-
coccal vaccinations before 
they go off to college — 
that is the main mode of 
prevention,” Moore said. 

Lisa James, the asso-
ciate director for clinic 
operations at Student 
Health, said it is hard to 
give a definite answer to 
the question of UI health 
officials accepting this 
vaccine. 

“It’s critical to identi-
fy and treat the contacts 
of the sick students,” she 
said. “Keeping the com-
munication frequent and 

answering questions 
openly is the key to keep-
ing the campus as calm 
and focused as possible.” 

James said the decision 
would depend on the guid-
ance from local, county 
and state health officials. 
She said it is also critical 
during an outbreak such 
as meningitis to keep 
clear communication on 
campus on the education 

of prevention. 
“The campuses go-

ing through these pub-
lic-health crises seem to 
be handling this well,” 
James said. “It’s certain-
ly challenging, and we 
sure send our support to 
their students and health 
officials who are working 
hard to contain the risk 
and keep the students 
safe.”

said he wants Iowa to be 
the healthiest state in the 
nation by 2016 in the Gal-
lup-Healthways Well-Be-
ing Index.

“As my old football 
coach used to say, when 
the going gets tough, the 
tough get going,” he said 
pointing to Iowa’s 10-spot 
jump in the last two years. 
“It’s going to get tougher 
as we try to move up the 
ladder to be No. 1. Having 
quality family physicians 
all over the state of Iowa, 
especially in these rural 
areas, is going to be ex-
tremely important to our 
ability to achieve that 
goal.”

Last spring, officials im-

plemented the program, 
which helps students in 
Iowa pay back medical 
school and undergraduate 
loans after they graduate 
if they agree to work in a 
rural area for five years. 

The alliance has prom-
ised $1 million in order to 
help fund  the repayment 
program. Twenty stu-
dents can be accepted per 
year, 10 from the UI Carv-
er College of Medicine and 
10 from the Des Moines 
University College of Os-
teopathic Medicine.

“We are confident that 
this initiative is going to be 
tremendously successful,” 
said CEO of Mercy Health 
Network David Vellinga. 
“It’s going to make a huge 
difference in the lives of 
Iowans — particularly our 
rural colleagues through-
out the state.”

Each student can re-
ceive up to $50,000 per 
year for four years after 
her or his five-year ser-
vice period. 

Ninety percent of Iowa 
is considered rural or hav-
ing a population of fewer 
than 26,000 and being 
located at least 20 miles 
away from a city with a 
population of 50,000 or 
more. 

Schwinn said she can 
tell from talking to stu-
dents that there is an 
interest in this. She 
said eight first- and sec-
ond-year students are 
enrolled so far in the pro-
gram. 

Schwinn noted each 
medical student leaves 
school with an average of 
$161,000 in loan debt.

Mason agreed that with 
loans being so large, the 

incentive to get the pay-
back is beneficial.

“This opportunity to 
have a loan-repayment 
program — that’s the 
biggest barrier,” she said 
afterward the meeting. 
“If you’re going to grad-
uate with over $160,000 
of debt, it’s hard to think 
about going to a small 
practice in a rural envi-
ronment where the pay is 
obviously not going to be 
as good as it might be in a 
larger city, so this should 
take away those barriers.” 

In addition to the vari-
ous medical officials who 
attended the announce-
ment, two members of the 
Iowa Legislature sat in 
the front row in support 
of the initiative — Rep. 
Dave Jacoby, D-Coralville, 
and Sen. Bob Dvorsky, 
D-Coralville.

Dvorsky said the sup-
port coming from the 
health-care alliance is a 
tremendous help in push-
ing the program along.

“[Physicians] need to 
have some support from 
somewhere else also,” he 
said. “They can’t really be 
out there on their own — 
so if we can build support 
with, maybe, this network 
of the UI Health Alli-
ance, for those physicians, 
that’s important.”  

Jacoby said he hopes the 
program will help keep 
physicians in rural areas, 
not just begin there.

“Health care is import-
ant in Iowa, especially be-
cause we are looking at a 
number of people over 60,” 
he said. “As we age out in 
Iowa, health care becomes 
even more important, 
more intense, and frank-

ly, more expensive, so we 
need more physicians in 
the rural area, and this 
program will help our 
young physicians start in 
the rural area and hope-
fully stay there.”
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branstad
the university of iowa Health 
Alliance announced a $1 million 
promise to help improve rural 
health care.
• Going to the Rural Iowa 
Primary Care Loan repayment 
Program
• Up to 20 students per year can 
apply, 10 from the UI, and 10 
from des moines
• Students can receive up to 
$50,000 per year for four years 

Source: Debra Schwinn, dean of the UI 
Carver College of Medicine



• RefWorks Open Workshop, 10 a.m., Hardin Library East Information 
Commons
• Community and Behavioral Health Seminar, “The Overlapping 
Epidemics of Addiction and Incarceration: Implications for 
Behavioral and Community Health,” Nickolas Zaller, 10:30 a.m., 
C217AB College of Public Health Building
• English Language Discussion Circle, noon, S126 Pappajohn 
Business Building
• Chemistry Special Lecture, “Examining Student Engagement 
with Core Ideas and Practices of Chemistry,” Nicole M. Becker, 
Michigan State University, 12:30 p.m., W401, Pappajohn Business 
Building
• Nuclear and Partical Physics Seminar, “Topologically Massive 
Yang-Mills Theory and Link Invariants,” Tuna Yildirim, Physics/
Astronomy, 1:30 p.m., 301 Van Allen

• Science Cafe: Climate Change & Your Health,  Peter Thorne of 
the UI College of Public Health, 5 p.m., Lincoln Wine Bar, 125 First St. 
W., Mount Vernon
• School of Music Presents: String/Piano Chamber Music Recital, 
7:30 p.m., Univeristy Capitol Center Recital Hall
• Writers’ Workshop Reading, Ariana Reines, 8 p.m., Dey House 
Frank Conroy Reading Room
• Open Mike, with J Knight, 8 p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Catacombs of Comedy, 9 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

today’s events

submit an event
 Want to see your special event appear here? Simply 

submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

amazing, but true 
(but not):

• Peppermint candy 
canes are actually the 

processed femurs of San-
ta’s dead elves. And the 

“flavored” ones? Affirma-
tive action.

• Of all the turkeys 
that have been granted 
traditional presidential 
pardons before Thanks-
giving over the years, 
more than 70 percent 

were recidivist rapists.
• Drew Carey has been 

People magazine’s run-
ner-up for Sexiest Man 

Alive a record-shattering 
13 times.

• Dr. Pepper’s degree 
is in Comparative Liter-
ature, but it is from Yale 
— so that’s something. I 

guess.
• Puerto Rico actually 
declared its indepen-

dence in 1906, but the 
message never reached 

the rest of the world 
because of a hurri-

cane-based communi-
cations outage. Puerto 

Rican officials took this 
as a sign from the God 
of Rum and simply sub-
mitted to a bidding war 
between Spain and the 

U.S. Proceeds were used 
to build a baseball sta-

dium.
• The NRA originally 

started as an offshoot of 
the Girl Scouts.

andrew R. Juhl thanks Matt Larson, 
Paul Switalski, and Henry Von Ruprecht 

for contributing to today’s Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

The only place success comes before work is in the dictionary.  
— Vince Lombardi

Monday, December 9, 2013 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

aRies (March 21-April 19): Don’t feel pressured to make a decision regarding your 
position, status, or advancement. Recap what you’ve done in the past and consid-
er how you can utilize your skills to bring better outcomes. An impulsive decision 
will not bring good results.
tauRus (April 20-May 20): You call the shots. Your wisdom and charm will attract 
people who can offer favors and information that will help you reach your goals. A 
partnership will turn into a long and profitable connection. Romance is highlight-
ed. Share your feelings.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): You’ll need discipline to finish projects that need to 
be wrapped up before the end of the year. Offer suggestions, but do not part 
with your cash. A service you can offer others will be well-received and bring in 
additional funds.
CanCeR (June 21-July 22): Concentrate on getting odd jobs finished. Preparation 
will make your job easier, allowing you more time to spend doing something 
enjoyable. Make assessments and changes to your life and overall personal look. 
Plan a little romance to end your day.
LeO (July 23-Aug. 22): A unique approach or new surroundings will feed your 
creative imagination. Knowledge and honing your skills will spark an idea that can 
lead to extra cash. Don’t let anyone limit what you can do. Be diplomatic but firm 
when faced with opposition.
viRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Rethink your financial strategy. If you’ve been impulsive 
or emotional when it comes to spending, pull back and cut corners. Help an older 
relative or friend, but don’t take over. Suggestions or physical assistance is one 
thing; meddling is another.
LibRa (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A change at work or with a partnership will come about 
quickly. Don’t act surprised when you should be prepared to move without skip-
ping a beat. Discipline and hard work will pay off. Reconnecting with an old friend 
should be done cautiously.
sCORPiO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Get up, get focused, and accomplish everything on 
your to-do list. Using friendly pressure to get what you want will work wonders. 
Social networking will pay off by introducing you to new people, places, and 
possibilities. Love is highlighted.
saGittaRius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Enjoy doing the things that ease your stress and 
add comfort to your life. Stick close to home, and protect what you cherish. Don’t 
let emotional uncertainty ruin your day. Recognize an unstable situation and act 
accordingly. 
CaPRiCORn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take on whatever comes your way, and you will 
send an impressive vibe that will help you control what’s going on around you. 
Visiting an inspirational place will have benefits. Make plans with someone you 
love.
aQuaRius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): What you do for others will be beneficial. Personalize 
a job you’ve been given. Someone will recognize your talent and offer you greater 
stability and hope for the future. A little daydreaming will help you recognize new 
possibilities.
PisCes (Feb. 19-March 20): Your ingenuity, coupled with insight and reliability, will 
be your ticket to success. What you do, not what you say, that will help you get 
ahead. Don’t let a change throw you off course. Accept the inevitable, and keep 
moving.
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Men swimmers just 
miss in Invitational

Women swimmers 
finish 4th in home meet

By Ryan RodRiguez 
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

Despite its second-place 
finish in the Hawkeye Invi-
tational Dec. 6-Sunday, the 
Iowa men’s swimming and 
diving team has room to 
improve and is proud of 
its efforts against highly 
ranked Notre Dame. 

The Hawkeyes de-
feated Denver and Mil-
waukee but could not 
close the gap on first-
place Notre Dame. Still, 
head coach Marc Long 
was pleased with the 
Hawkeyes’ efforts during 
the three days of compe-
tition. 

Notre Dame came to 
swim, amassing an im-
pressive 1,228.5 points 
for the win. However Io-
wa was not far behind 
with 977.5.

“I’m extremely proud of 
all of them and how they 
raced,” Long said. “There 
were so many races that 
sometimes it takes us as 
coaches some time to go 
back and look at it all, 
but for sure, this team 
has put a ton of work in. 
We have set ourselves up 
well for the second half of 
the season.”

A moral victory if there 
ever was one, several Io-
wa swimmers and divers 
had breakout perfor-
mances in their events, 
capping off an exciting 
three days of competition 
with a strong statement. 

Early on, Iowa’s sprint-
ers carried the torch and 
set the bar high for the 
rest of the team. In the 
finals for the 100 free-
style, Hawkeyes David 
Ernstsson, Gianni Sesto, 
Jackson Halsmer, and 
Jackson Allen managed 

to finish 1-2-3-4, with 
freshman Joshua Gill 
taking seventh to finish 
off a dominating Hawk-
eye final. 

“I’m very proud of this 
entire team,” Sesto said. 
“Some of these time that 
we got going now are 
better than the time we 
were going at Big Tens 
last year, so to come out 
and really do well was 
good. We still have three 
months to go, which a lot 
of time in the swimming 
world.”

The Black and Gold 
were equally impressive 
in the 200-breaststroke 
finals, which saw soph-
omore standout Roman 
Trussov take first place, as 
well as fellow sophomore 
Quillan Oak take the third 
spot with a time of 1:58.87, 
an NCAA “B” cut time. 

Iowa’s divers also 
chipped in with some out-
standing performances. 

Sophomore Addison Bo-
schult set an Iowa school 
record with a finals score 
of 373.85, and Brandis 
Heffner took sixth over-
all with a score of 239.8. 

“It was really big,” Bo-

schult said. “Plus, it was 
really awesome to be able 
to hear it from my old 
coach that was here. He 
was actually the one that 
told me that I had broken 
it. I was so surprised. It 
was a really good feeling.”

The meet was conclud-
ed with a time trial for 
the men’s 400 medley re-
lay, an event that had all 
the audience members on 
their feet. 

“It won’t show on the 
score sheet, but we put that 
relay together trying to get 
an ‘A’ cut for NCAAs,” Long 
said. “But unfortunately, 
we just missed it by three-
tenths of a second. I’m 
happy to see it. They really 
stood out to me.” 

Still, the Hawkeyes lost, 
and that doesn’t mean they 
have to be happy about 
it. 

“[Notre Dame] has 
depth I didn’t even know 
they had, but for them to 
come into Iowa and win 
in our building kind of 
gets under my skin, I’m 
not going to lie,” Sesto 
said. “But credit to them, 
they stepped up and 
swam great.”

By JoRdan Hansen
jdhnsen@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s 
swimming and diving 
team wrapped up the fi-
nal day in the Hawkeye 
Invitational, finishing 
fourth among the seven 
teams with a final score 
of 436.

The Hawkeyes used 
strong performances 
throughout the day to 
keep their hold on fourth 
place and got close sev-
eral times to beating out 
Nebraska for third.

Notre Dame dominat-
ed the meet with a score 
of 823; the next closest 
finisher, Boise State, 
collected 742.5.

“Place-wise, we 
weren’t exactly where 
we wanted to be, but 
performance-wise, it 
was definitely where 
we wanted to be,” head 
coach Marc Long said. 
“The effort and break-
ing records was impres-
sive as we get down to-
ward the end of the road 
here.”

Both the divers and 
swimmers were in ac-
tion Sunday, with the 
divers competing in the 
morning and the swim-
mers in the late after-
noon.

In the only outright 
Hawkeye win of the 
weekend, freshman Cal-
li Head took the title 
in platform diving, fin-
ishing with a score of 
265.60. The mark also 
stands as the best five-
dive score in school his-
tory.

“It was really exciting 
[breaking the record], 
but I had no idea what 
the top score was until 

after, when Coach told 
me,” Head said. 

Junior Hillary 
Weigand finished eighth 
in the 1,650 freestyle 
with a time 17:03 to lead 
things off individually 
for the Hawkeyes. In the 
next event, Iowa placed 
another swimmer — Lind-
say Seemann swam the 
200 back in 1:59.03, good 
enough for sixth place.

The 100 freestyle fea-
tured sophomore Olivia 
Kabacinski, who swam a 
second-place time of 50.08 
in the finals after breaking 
a school record in the pre-
lims of the event.

In the final individu-
al event of the day, the 
200 breaststroke, several 
Hawkeyes finished in the 
top eight with two more 
also scoring. Sophomore 
Colleen Champa (2:14.31, 
fourth) and senior Karoli-
na Wartalowicz (2:15.93, 
tied-sixth) registered team 
points. Senior Abbey Tuch-
scherer and junior Audrey 
Kumm finished 11th and 
16th, respectively.

“Personally, I had some 
really good swims. I got it 
all from the team,” Champa 

said. “I mean, we’re swim-
ming against some of the 
best people in the country, 
so to go out and there and 
race them, it’s just a great 
experience.”

Iowa ended the meet 
with a sixth-place finish 
in the 400-freestyle relay, 
with a time of 3:24.55. The 
other “B” relay finished in 
seventh but did not score 
points because only one re-
lay per team is allowed to 
count.

Even without a high fin-
ish in some of the relays 
and other events, Long 
feels confident that the 
Hawkeyes can improve.

“There were definitely 
some things that stood 
out to me this weekend; 
one thing that most peo-
ple aren’t going to no-
tice is [Becky] Stoughton 
coming back and getting 
into the swing of things,” 
Long said. “She swam a 
great relay split for us last 
night, and that’s really 
going to help us as we get 
into the second semester.”

The Hawkeyes have a 
short week — they will 
take on Iowa State in 
Ames on Friday.

Iowa swimmers Roman Trussov and Andrew Marciniak dive into the pool during the 
third heat of men’s 200 breaststroke at the Hawkeye Invitational in the Campus Recre-
ation & Wellness Center on Sunday. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)

Iowa swimmer Elaine Boosalis competes in the first heat of the women’s 200 fly during 
the Hawkeye Invitational in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center on Sunday. (The 
Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)



Maybe a change of scen-
ery was all she needed.

When Iowa women’s 
basketball guard Melissa 
Dixon joined her team on 
a flight to Cancún, Mexico, 
the Hawkeyes were 6-1. 
But something was miss-
ing. Their once automatic 
long-range shooter was in 
a funk. 

At that time, Dixon was 
averaging a respectable 
9.7 points per game but 
was shooting 24.6 percent 
from the field and 15.2 per-
cent from beyond the arc.

Being a shooter, Dixon 
kept a shooter’s mentality. 

“You just have to forget 
about those first couple of 
games,” she said. “I was in 
a cold spell.” 

Now 11 games into the 
season and back in Iowa, 
Dixon’s struggles appear 
to be a distant memory. 
The junior guard is in as 
hot of a shooting streak as 
anyone in the program’s 
history. 

Dixon now leads the 
team in scoring with 16 
points per game and is 
shooting 34.7 percent from 
deep. But that doesn’t even 
begin to tell the story of 
how dominant she has 
been recently. 

In her last three games, 
the Johnsburg, Ill., native 
is 20-of-34 from 3-point 
range, leading to an aver-
age of 27.7 points per game 
during that stretch. Her 
20 3-pointers is the most 
ever by a Hawkeye play-
er during a three game 
stretch. 

“That definitely has to 
be one of the highlights,” 
head coach Lisa Bluder 
said. “Definitely a remark-
able performance.”

Before her hot streak, 
the Hawkeyes were 
scoring at an elite lev-
el. But as one would 
expect, once Dixon got 
going from deep, Iowa 
has exploded offensive-
ly, scoring at a rate that 
the most elite teams 
would be envious of and 
breaking records in the 
process.

In their last three games, 
the Hawkeyes have put up 
102, 97, and 95 points — 
an average of 98 per game. 

A lot of this can be at-
tributed to Dixon, but it 
also appears as if her hot 
shooting has begun to rub 
off on her teammates. 

In the Hawkeyes pre-
vious game against Idaho 
State. The Hawkeyes put 
on a show for the home 
fans, launching 34 3s and 
connecting on 17 of them 
— a school record. Dixon 
contributed six of those 3s, 
but when all was said and 
done, six Hawkeyes sank 
one from deep. 

“Everyone is looking 
to attack more,” guard 
Theairra Taylor said. “This 
year, we’re a lot harder to 
guard because we have so 
many threats.”

This version of Dixon 
comes as no surprise to 
anyone who has paid at-
tention to her career at Io-
wa. Last season, Dixon led 
the Big Ten in 3-point per-
centage during conference 
play, shooting at a clip of 43 
percent. 

If anything has been 
surprising, it’s been her 
ability to string numerous 
3s together within minutes 
of each other. 

This ability was on full 
display in the Hawkeyes’ 
Dec. 5 win over No. 22 
Syracuse. Following a 
scoreless first half, Dixon 
exploded for a 27-point 
second half in which she 
went 7-for-9 from beyond 
the arc.  

Whether she’s strug-
gling or thriving from 
3-point range, Dixon has 
the green light from Blud-
er. The junior has attempt-
ed 101 shots from deep, 
easily the most on the 
team — the next highest is 
Taylor, who has attempted 
35. 

But if Dixon keeps 
shooting as well as she 
has of late, Bluder might 
just encourage her to shoot 
even more. 

“It’s just so effortless to 
watch her shoot, too. It’s 
fun,” the coach said. “You 
know, keep it up, keep 
throwing.”
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Dixon’s rule of 3, 3, 3
Following her early season struggles, Melissa Dixon has caught 
fire from beyond the arc.

By JacoB Sheyko
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

Iowa guard Melissa Dixon shoots a 3-point shot over Idaho State 
guard Sherise Porchia in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 7. Iowa de-
feated Idaho State, 95-47, to give the Hawks their sixth win in a row. 
(The Daily Iowan/Margaret Kispert)

data and analytics world.
Jeff Sagarin, a statis-

tician famous for his rat-
ings systems, which have 
been a part of USA To-
day’s sports section since 
1985, has Iowa as the 
No. 1 team in the coun-
try. Sagarin’s system fac-
tors in win-loss records, 
strength of schedule, and 
margin of victory.

Ken Pomery’s rating, 
possibly the most well-
known advanced analytic 
system in the industry, 
has Iowa ranked 13th.  

As a team, the 
Hawkeyes are near the 
top of the leaderboards 
in many traditional sta-
tistics. Per game, Iowa is 
scoring 89.3 points (No. 
7 in NCAA), assisting 
on 17.9 baskets (No. 9 in 
NCAA) and is hauling in 
45.2 rebounds (No. 6 in 
NCAA).

At this point, the 
team’s biggest concern 
has to be the way it has 
defended the opposition. 
In its last two games, 

against Notre Dame and 
Drake, Iowa didn’t play 
defense the way it’s capa-
ble of doing, allowing 40 
or more points in three of 
the four halves. 

Despite Iowa having 
received some flak for de-
fensive play recently, the 
team is playing better 
defense than it has got-
ten credit for. Iowa still 
ranks in the top half of 
the Big Ten in points al-
lowed per game (64.7).

It’s early, and Big Ten 
play will be the test that 
indicates whether Iowa 

is, in fact, the real deal. 
But thus far, it’s been 
clear that Iowa plans on 
living up to NCAA Tour-
nament expectations, as 
proven by both the eye 
and data tests.

Iowa vs. Fairleigh 
Dickinson
When: Today
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Carver-Hawkeye
how to watch: Big Ten 
Network

BASKETBALL
CoNTiNued from 10

there last time. Congrat-
ulations to Kirk. We’re so 
proud of our seniors to 
turn things around.” 

Iowa has played in the 
Outback Bowl three pre-
vious times: 2004, when 
it defeated Florida, 37-17; 
2006, when it fell to the 
Gators, 31-24; and 2009, 
when it beat South Caro-
lina, 31-10.

Iowa has played LSU 
just once, in 2005 in the 
Capital One Bowl. Iowa 
won that game on electri-
fying 56-yard pass from 
Drew Tate to Warren Hol-
loway to put the Hawkeyes 
ahead as time expired.

“It’s a really happy day 
for our football team,” 
Ferentz said. “Playing 
LSU is a great challenge; 
we’re really proud of our 
players, they’ve done a 
wonderful job since the 
end of last November. 
Nobody dwelled on what 
took place last year. It 
was disappointing cer-
tainly, and great job by 
our older guys giving us 
leadership.

“It’s hard; bowl games 
are a reward for the play-
ers. You coach for the 
players; it’s a reward for 
doing well. We didn’t earn 
that right last year. Ev-
eryone was committed to 
getting back and having 
the opportunity to get a 

bowl. To have the chance 
to go to Tampa is fantas-
tic.”

LSU poses a great chal-
lenge for the Hawkeyes. 
The Tigers are the only 
team to defeat Auburn 
this year, a squad that 
will play undefeated Flor-
ida State in this year’s 
BCS National Champion-
ship Game. 

Both teams finished 
strong, Iowa with three-
straight wins and LSU 
with two. Ferentz and 
LSU head coach Les 
Miles have never met on 
the football field before, 
but both teams and pro-
grams have pedigrees 
that neither can ignore.

“I know that Coach 
Kirk Ferentz has done 
a great job there,” Miles 
said in a release. “I think 
he has been there for 15 
years. He has been one 
of the most successful 
coaches in the Big Ten for 
years. It is a meticulous 
organization. As you see, 
they are very talented 
and capable. I can remem-
ber a bowl game when we 
were preparing for Penn 
State. We watched how 
they played. They will be 
prepared and a very qual-
ity team.”

outback Bowl Fun Facts
• Sponsored by Out-

back Steakhouse, the 
Outback Bowl is played 
at Raymond James Stadi-
um, the home field of the 
NFL’s Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers. 

• The stadium has a 
listed capacity of 66,657, 
but it hit 70,774 when it 
hosted the Super Bowl in 
2009. 

• Iowa owns two of the 
top five attendance re-
cords in Outback history, 
with slightly more than 
65,000 fans filling the 
stands for both of Iowa’s 
contests against Florida 
in 2006 and 2004. The 
highest attended Outback 
Bowl was in 1990 when 
Auburn and Ohio State 
faced each other. 

•   Iowa running back 
Shonn Greene was named 
the MVP of the Outback 
Bowl for his performance 
against South Carolina in 
2009. 

• The Big Ten is 10-14 
all time in the Outback 
Bowl.

Big Ten
The Big Ten will send 

six other teams to com-
pete in Bowl Games:

Rose Bowl Game Pre-
sented by VIZIO, Jan. 1: 
Michigan State vs. Stan-
ford 

Discover Orange Bowl, 
Jan. 3: Ohio State vs. 
Clemson 

Capital One Bowl, Jan. 
1: Wisconsin vs. South 
Carolina 

Buffalo Wild Wings 
Bowl, Dec. 28: Michigan 
vs. Kansas State 

TaxSlayer.com Gator 
Bowl, Jan. 1: Nebraska 
vs. Georgia 

Texas Bowl, Dec. 27: 
Minnesota vs. Syracuse 

OuTBAcK 
BOwL
CoNTiNued from 10

ence on Sunday evening 
was more about being ex-
cited to play No. 16 LSU, 
whereas LSU head coach 
Les Miles talked more 
about the nice weather in 
Tampa.

“I think our friends 
and fans will travel there 
because there’s so much 
to do and certainly the 
weather’s great,” Miles 
said during his press 
conference about the Io-
wa-LSU Outback Bowl 
matchup set for New 
Year’s Day. 

On paper, this match-
up makes perfect sense. 
The Outback Bowl, af-
ter the Bowl Champi-
onship Series makes its 
picks, generally invites 
the third-best SEC West 
team and the third-best 
Big Ten team. Seeing as 
each conference got two 
teams into BCS games, 
it makes sense that Iowa 
and LSU fall to the Out-
back Bowl.

But in the court of pub-
lic opinion, Iowa has al-
ready lost the game.

This mainly stems 
from LSU fans, of course. 
Even with star quarter-
back Zach Mettenberger 

out with a torn ACL, and 
with the potential of los-
ing another key player 
to injury, Tiger fans ar-
en’t big on this matchup. 
Message board chatter-
boxes and Twitter-ers 
have predicted LSU will 
blow out Iowa.

And that’s fine for them 
to think. Like I said: the 
SEC is an odd place.

What is crazy is saying 
that Iowa doesn’t de-
serve to be there, in the 
Outback Bowl, against 
one of the SEC’s power-
house football programs.

The Hawkeyes won 
eight games this year 
and finished with a re-
cord that placed them 
fourth in the Big Ten. 
They did it with a hard-
nosed defense and a 
young quarterback who 
has transformed into 
a good one right before 
our eyes.

Iowa deserves to be 
playing on New Year’s 
Day against LSU, and 
don’t let anybody tell 
you different. But the 
Hawkeyes deserve it be-
cause they earned it on 
the field.

They went out to Co-
lumbus, went toe-to-toe 
with Ohio State, and 
silenced the Buckeye 
faithful more than once. 
They came back and 

beat a talented Mich-
igan team. They went 
into Lincoln and just 
mercilessly beat up a 
Nebraska team that 
didn’t want to play Iowa 
because it wanted a real 
rivalry. This Iowa team 
spent a quarter carving 
up a Michigan State de-
fense that, at times, re-
sembled a brick wall.

I knew this Iowa team 
would be fun to watch 
after the first game, 
and it has been all sea-
son. The frustrations of 
this season were more 
growing pains than any-
thing — for crying out 
loud, this team finally 
stopped a fake punt.

And they did so be-
cause they were finally 
prepared. Ferentz has 
preached all season long 
that it’s about getting 
better each week. While 
this is the usual loaded 
stuff he tells the media 
all the time, he’s abso-
lutely correct.

Iowa doesn’t deserve 
the Outback Bowl? LSU 
fans can preach it all 
they want, but they’re 
wrong. Besides, as a re-
sponse, Iowa fans can 
just remind them of the 
last time — the ONLY 
time — the Hawkeyes 
and Tigers tangled in a 
bowl game.

cOmmEnTARy
CoNTiNued from 10

Iowa forward Melsahn Basabe blocks a shot by Drake forward Daddy 
Ugbede in Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines on Dec. 7. Basabe had a 
team high 15 points and 8 rebounds as Iowa defeated Drake, 83-66. 
(The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)
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It’s not surprising that Iowa 
won nine of its first 10 games or 
that it holds the No. 23 spot in 
the Associated Press top 25. 

This is the year Iowa’s pro-
gram was supposed to take a 

huge step forward. Success is 
now on the verge of becoming 
an expectation from fans and 
followers of Fran McCaffery’s 
Hawkeyes. 

But the way in which the 
Black and Gold have performed 
in 2013, the way McCaffery’s 
relentless, attack-like coaching 
philosophy has taken hold and 
how the team has successfully 
juggled 10 regular contributors 
while keeping everyone’s min-
utes at a fair level has been 
nothing short of impressive.

The team’s one loss — a gruel-
ing overtime battle against Vil-

lanova for the Battle 4 Atlantis 
title — shouldn’t even be con-
sidered a blemish on its résumé. 
Villanova is an extremely good 
team that got hot when it need-
ed to, and that game perfectly 
exemplifies how anything can 
happen in a single-elimination 
scenario. 

Questions about the team’s 
perimeter shooting were com-
mon concerns before the 
Hawkeyes started playing in 
games that counted. Although 
we’re only looking at a fairly 
small sample, Iowa’s shooting 
percentage from behind the 

3-point line (36.9) ranks fourth 
in the Big Ten.

And the Hawkeyes have made 
up for their at-times shoddy 
shooting ways by getting to the 
free-throw line with regulari-
ty. Iowa is tied for 11th in free-
throw attempts per game (31.4) 
and makes the seventh most 
(23.4) in the country.

There’s no denying Iowa has 
passed the eye test in its first 10 
games. But what could be viewed 
as a surprise is how much love 
the team is receiving from the 

The men’s basketball Hawkeyes are 9-1 and playing as well as anyone could expect them to. 

By Ryan PRoBasco
ryan-probasco@uiowa.edu
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UPCOMING HAWK-
EYE SCHEDULE

The Outback is calling

Iowa football head coach Kirk Ferentz and Athletics Director Gary Barta speak during a press conference oon Iowa’s Outback Bowl acceptance Sunday in the auditorium of the Hayden Fry Football Complex. Iowa will compete against 
LSU on New Year’s Day at 1 p.m. at Raymond James Stadium in Tampa, Fla. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

See BasketBall, 8

Blackhawks roll 
over Panthers

Iowa men’s basketball steams along
commentaRy

featuRe commentaRy
The Big Ten will send seven teams to compete in 
bowl games.

Following an abysmal 2012 
season that featured just four 
wins, the Iowa football team 
doubled its win total this year 
and earned a bid to compete 
against No. 16 LSU in the Out-
back Bowl in Tampa, Fla., on 
Jan. 1. 

Expectations were at an all-
time low going into this year, 
but head coach Kirk Ferentz 
was able to turn his program 

around and silence many of 
the critics that barked at him 
after 2012. Ferentz and his em-
ployer, Iowa Athletics Director 
Gary Barta, stuck to their guns 
and bought into the very sys-
tem that saw Iowa win an Or-
ange Bowl over Georgia Tech 
in 2010. 

“We were pleased today to ac-
cept an invitation to go back to 
the Outback Bowl,” Barta said. 
“We had a great experience 

By Ben Ross
benjamin-d-ross@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s play on the field is the primary reason why 
it deserves to play in the Outback Bowl on New 
Year’s Day.

The SEC is an odd place. 
The schools tend to live and 
die with their football teams. 
A few of my buddies go to Mis-
souri. Last year, during foot-

ball season, I didn’t hear much 
out of them. This year, they 
wouldn’t shut up. It’s one of 
those territorial things.

It’s a huge difference from 
what we do here in the Big 
Ten, where football is huge, 
but basketball season gets an 
equal amount of attention. 
And with all of this in mind, it 
doesn’t surprise me, then, that 
Kirk Ferentz’s press confer-

By cody Goodwin
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

nfl
Bengals 42, Colts 28
New Orleans 31, Carolina 13
Green Bay 22, Atlanta 21
New england 27, Cleveland 26
NY Jets 37, Oakland 27
Philadelphia 34, Detroit 20
Miami 34, Pittsburgh 28
Tampa Bay 27, Buffalo 6
Kansas City 45, Washington 10
Baltimore 29, Minnesota 26
Denver 51, Tennessee 28
Arizona 30, St. Louis 10
San Francisco 19, Seattle 17

nBa
Boston 114, NY Knicks 73
Miami 110, Detroit 95
Houston 98, Orlando 88
Oklahoma City 118, Indiana 94

ncaam
San Diego State 70, Washington 63
Oregon 115, Mississippi 105 (OT) 

ncaaw
Duke 94, Oklahoma 85
Tennessee 75, Texas 61
Penn State 77, Georgetown 68
South Carolina 76, Charlotte 61
Nebraska 95, Utah State 75
Purdue 91, IPFW 70
Iowa State 79, Cal State Fullerton 52
Gonzaga 59, Ohio State 58

nHl
Vancouver, 3, Colorado 1
Minnesota 3, San Jose 1
Boston 5, Toronto 2
Washington 4, NY Rangers 1
Chicago 6, Florida 2

monday
Men’s basketball vs. Farleigh Dickin-
son, Iowa City, Iowa, 6 p.m.
thursday
Women’s basketball at Iowa State, 
Ames, Iowa, 7 p.m.
Wrestling vs. Buffalo, Iowa City, Iowa, 
7 p.m.
friday
Men’s basketball at Iowa State, Ames, 
Iowa, 8:30 p.m.
Women’s swimming at Iowa State, 
Ames, Iowa, 6 p.m.
saturday
Women’s basketball vs. Drake Univer-
sity, Iowa City, Iowa, 4 p.m.

WHAT TO WATCH

nfl: Dallas vs. Chicago,
esPn: 7:30 p.m. 

Gymnastics kicks off season
The Iowa men’s and women’s gymnastics teams kicked off their 
seasons with the annual Black and Gold Intrasquad on Sunday. 

CHICAGO  — Patrick Sharp had a 
goal and two assists, and the Chicago 
Blackhawks scored a season-high 
three times on the power play in a 
6-2 win over the Florida Panthers on 
Sunday night.

The Blackhawks used their potent 
offense to win after starting goalie 
Corey Crawford left in the first period 
because of a lower-body injury.

Marian Hossa, Brent Seabrook, 
and Brandon Saad each had goal and 
an assist, and Michal Handzus and 
Andrew Shaw also scored. Patrick 
Kane had three assists for Chicago, 
which ended a three-game losing 
streak — its longest regular-season 
skid since February 2012.

Rookie Antti Raanta, recalled after 
veteran backup Nikolai Khabublin was 
injured on Nov. 16, stopped 29 of 31 
shots for the win in relief of Crawford, 
who made four saves.

Crawford was forced out with 6:15 
left in the first, and the Blackhawks 
ahead 2-0, moments after he went 
down to make a right pad save on 
Marcel Goc.

He was unable to get back up on 
his skates and had to be helped from 
the ice by teammates and a trainer.

Raanta was able to finish the game 
despite being elbowed in the head 
by Florida’s Jimmy Hayes in a collision 
midway through the third period.

Dylan Olsen and Goc scored for 
Florida. Scott Clemmensen made 
26 saves in his third start and fifth 
appearance this season.

The Blackhawks went 3-for-4 on 
the power-play and stopped all five 
Florida advantages.

Olsen, a defenseman who was 
traded from Chicago to Florida on 
Nov. 14, connected in his first game 
against his former team.

Sharp and Seabrook scored 
power-play goals in the first period to 
give Chicago a 2-0 lead.

— associated Press

The Rose Bowl 
presented by VIZIO

Jan. 1, 4 p.m.
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