
By Shianne GruSS
shianne-gruss@uiowa.edu

Almost one year later, the Seamans Center ex-
pansion is still in the planning stages.

In 2016, when the majority of the University of 
Iowa’s current construction projects are set to be 
finished, a new project will likely be just beginning 
at the Seamans Center.

However, it’s quite possible the College of Engi-
neering will have outgrown it by then.

The college’s enrollment has increased dramat-
ically since its $31 million renovation in 2001 — 
from 1,148 that year to 1,840 in 2012, according to 
the UI Office of the Registrar.

This year, enrollment for the college is more than 

2,000, said Alec Scranton, the dean of the college, in 
a recent written statement.

“Due to this growth in the scope and impact of 
the teaching, research, and service activities in the 
College of Engineering, space has become the limit-
ing resource,” Scranton said in the statement. “And 
an expansion of the Seamans Center for the Engi-
neering Arts and Sciences is imperative.” 

According to the project’s description, the ex-
pansion will add 65,000 square feet to the south 
side of the existing building on the site that used 
to be College Street. The expansion will include re-
search and wet labs, academic support space, and 
much-needed general assignment classrooms.

By reBecca Morin
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

The nation is in a stir because a pos-
sible U.S. military strike in Syria is up 
for discussion. Iowa’s leaders — like ma-
ny across the nation — are wary of the 
potential outcome if the United States 
engages in another battle far away from 
home.

“We’re talking about using some cruise 
missiles to send a message not to do this 
again,” Rep. Bruce Braley, D-Iowa, said 
on Tuesday. He went on to question 
whether engaging militarily with Syr-
ia would be an effective deterrent “that 
doesn’t risk inflaming the region into a 
broader war that will suck the United 
States in and will require a much broad-
er application of force.” 

President Obama announced on Aug. 
31 that the United States should take 
military action on Syria because of the 
alleged use of chemical weapons, but he 
would first seek congressional approval. 

Congress is currently out of session 
and will return Sept. 9.

By Brent GriffithS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Newman Abuissa has lived the United 
States for the last 30 years, but the cur-
rent Iowa City resident has been brought 
to attention by the birthplace he left a 
long time ago: Damascus, Syria.

“[Syrians] are dodging bullets now … 
that is the situation on a daily basis, and 
there is no reason for us to add more bombs 
to it,” he said. “The Middle East is already 
a flammable area, and with [U.S. involve-
ment], the area could get even worse.”

Abuissa and other Iowa City residents 
express some ambivalence about a possi-
ble U.S. military response to the alleged 
use of chemical weapons by the Syrian 
government.

Gerald Sorokin, the executive director 
of Iowa Hillel, an organization for Jew-
ish students, said there is no perfect ap-
proach for the United States to take in 
response to the reported gassing of Syri-
ans — especially because lessons learned 
from the buildup to and the war in Iraq 
have demonstrated the consequences of 

Seamans awaits expansion
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SYria tiMeLine
aug. 21— Alleged use of chemical 

weapon in Damascus suburbs 
aug. 31— Obama says he has decided to strike 

Syria but will first seek approval from Congress
September 4 — Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

approves authorization by 10-7 vote

Sources: White House report, Associated Press

DiviDeD on 
Syria

Locals wary of involvement 
in Syria as Congress ponders 

supporting military action.

A Seamans Center hallway is seen on Wednesday. The UI is planning to renovate and expand the engineering 
building. (The Daily Iowan/Alyssa Hitchcock)
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In 2006, a UI report list-
ed the Lindquist Center 
could possibly expand into 
the space that now will be 
used for the Seamans Cen-
ter expansion. However, the 
College of Education has 
seen roughly a 35 percent 
decrease in enrollment in 
the past decade, while the 
engineering school is burst-
ing at the seams.

The Center for Comput-
er-Aided Design, Office of 
Sustainability, Department 
of Biomedical Engineering, 
and the hydroscience and 
engineering departments 
will move into the new ad-
dition.

The project is in early 
schematic design and will 
be sent to the state Board of 
Regents for budget and de-
sign approval when ready, 
said Rod Lehnertz, director 
of planning, design, and con-
struction for UI Facilities 
Management.

The Board of Regents ap-
proved the estimated $30 
million project in October 
2012, and the cost will be 
covered by $24 million from 
gifts and earnings. The re-
maining costs will be cov-
ered by grants.

Lehnertz said he expects 
the design and budget will 
be sent to the regents by the 
spring of 2014, although no 
specific schedule has been 
established.

“Regardless of the final 

siting arrangement, the 
building will become part of 
an important College Street 
hill campus pathway,” Leh-
nertz said. “The project site 
will maintain and make bet-
ter that campus path and 
will also improve accessibil-
ity in that part of campus.”

UI sophomore Terryl 
Bandy said she would like 
to see more areas for stu-
dents to come together and 
do homework in the expan-
sion, as well as a cafeteria of 
some sort.

“Most of us end up liv-
ing in the Seamans Center 
most of the year,” she said. 
“It would be nice to be able 
to get something other than 
from the vending machines 
during late night studying.”

Officials are aiming to 
achieve a silver-level LEED 
certification for the new 
addition. This certification 
reflects the sustainability 
of the building, said Jenni-
fer Hoffman, a UI Facilities 
Management project man-
ager.

“The college is exploring 
several additional sustain-
able elements that they’d 
like to incorporate if the 
budget allows,” Hoffman 
said.

These include a rainwater 
harvest system and solar 
roof panels.

But for now, no plans are 
certain.

“Everything is very ten-
tative,” Hoffman said. “Un-
til we go back to the Board 
of Regents for approval of 
schematic design, nothing 
is set.”
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getting involved in the 
Middle East. Sorokin said 
Jewish students have a 
particular interest in this 
conflict because of Israel’s 
proximity to Syria and 
family members in the re-
gion.

“[The current situation] 
leaves a real problem as 
there is no obvious right 

approach,” he said. “We 
have ignored genocide 
before, and it is probably 
the most shameful thing 
where in the 1990s cases 
the world community sat 
back and took its time.”

An expert in interna-
tional relations said one of 
the main problems with a 
potential military strike is 
the possibility of civilian 
causalities. Destabilization 
would push more refugees 
into other countries, which 
in turn could lead to unrest 

within their borders.
“The humanitarian 

question is how many peo-
ple are you going to save 
versus how many people 
are you going to potential-
ly harm,” said Sara Mitch-
ell, the University of Iowa 
Political Science Depart-
ment chairwoman. 

Mitchell said Secretary 
of State John Kerry’s and 
others’ belief in not put-
ting “boots on the ground” 
could ultimately under-
mine any long-term gains, 

because no peacekeeping 
force would be able to en-
sure long-term stability.

Jessica Nelson, a UI 
graduate who studied in 
Lebanon, also feels the 
United States is stuck 
in a difficult situation 
on whether to respond 
with military action — 
along with the inherent 
complications of getting 
involved in the Middle 
East.

“[The Middle East] is so 
interwoven and complicated 

with religious, political, and 
economic differences that if 
any external power goes in 
and gets involved, it would 
create an entirely different 
situation,” she said.

While some locals ago-
nized over the possibility 
of military action, one UI 
student preferred for the 
United States to end all 
current involvement in 
the country.

“The humanitarian 
thing to do is to not esca-
late the war,” said Joey 

Gallagher, Young Ameri-
cans for Liberty president. 
“Washington, D.C., can 
barely control this country 
— what makes you think it 
could control a country half 
a world away. It would be a 
sign of intelligence for the 
United States to not get in-
volved [in Syria.]”

Leaders from the UI Re-
publicans declined to give 
an official statement on the 
conflict, and the UI Demo-
crats could not be reached 
on Wednesday night. 
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“I think it was the right 
decision on [Obama’s] 
part,” said Rep. Dave Loeb-
sack, D-Iowa. “I think that 
anything the president 
might do with respect to 
Syria militarily needs to 
have the approval of Con-
gress. I think it needs to 
have the approval of the 
American people as well, 
so I think it was the right 
thing for him to do.”  

But Loebsack backed 
off on engaging with Syria 
militarily.

“I have to be presented 
a very, very powerful case 
to justify military involve-
ment in Syria at this point, 
and I’ll leave it at that,” 
Loebsack told The Daily 

Iowan.
The U.S. government al-

leges that Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
attacked Syrian citizens 
on Aug. 21 using chemical 
weapons that killed more 
than 1,400 people. U.S. of-
ficials claim that they have 
evidence that Assad’s re-
gime used sarin gas to con-
duct the attacks.

University of Iowa polit-
ical-science Associate Pro-
fessor Timothy Hagle said 
that the biggest concern 
for congressional leaders is 
the possibility of military 
involvement escalating be-
yond a strike.

“The Middle East is in 
general a difficult situa-
tion, and this [congressio-
nal] discussion is an exam-
ple of that,” he said. “It’s 
been a more drawn-out 
process than [the United 

States] originally thought.”
The Senate Foreign Re-

lations Committee created 
a new resolution Wednes-
day to present to Congress 
that would authorize a 
strike in Syria. The Com-
mittee came to a decision 
after Secretary of State 
John Kerry and Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel 
spoke to them on Tuesday.

The resolution is to be 
presented to Congress once 
they are back in session.

“The coming debate in 
Congress will hopefully 
shine the light on out-
standing questions — as 
will the results of the U.N. 
inspection team,” Sen. Tom 

Harkin, D-Iowa said in a 
statement released Sun-
day. “We must wait for 
these results before any 
action is taken.”

Harkin also said the 
U.S. should not “rush into 
what may become a new 
open-ended war without 
broad international back-
ing or a full understanding 
of the ramifications.”

UI political-science As-
sociate Professor Brian 
Lai said the decision to use 
military action on Syria 
would be tough to pass in 
Congress.

“There will be support 
in the Senate,” he said. 
“But in the House, it will 

be more difficult because 
there is not a huge public 
backing and if the repre-
sentative’s district doesn’t 
back [military action], then 
they will try to reflect what 
their constituents want.”

Rep. Tom Latham, R-Io-
wa, told the DI on Wednes-
day that he had not heard 
anything at this point that 
would persuade him to 
vote in favor of military in-
volvement.

“I see no vital U.S. inter-
est,” he said. “I think if the 
world community comes 
together in action against 
Syria, I would reconsider.”

As the looming deadline 
is approaching for both 

House and Senate repre-
sentatives, another Iowa 
senator said he will listen 
to the discussions from his 
colleagues until it’s time to 
make a final vote.

“I am going to next week 
be privy to numerous dis-
cussions with colleagues 
that will take place on the 
floor of the Senate,” Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
said Tuesday in a confer-
ence call with Iowa radios. 
“But more importantly, it 
will be going to those secret 
briefings that we get. And 
I will make up my mind 
before I vote — and even 
maybe at the time I have 
to vote.”
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OpiniOns
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

The SpongeBob 
solution

COLUMN

When Bikini Bottom’s 
residents were faced with 
the existential threat of 
an Alaskan Bull Worm 
speeding toward the city 
limits, Patrick Star knew 
just what to do.

“We should take Bikini 
Bottom” he said, “and 
push it somewhere else.”

The Iowa City City Coun-
cil is close to adopting a 
similar plan to relocate the 
loiterers who gather down-
town, mostly near the north 
entrance of the Ped Mall.

“We should take the 
loiterers,” the city seems to 
be saying, “and push them 
somewhere else.”

So goes the apparent 
philosophy behind the 
city’s proposal to make it 
considerably tougher to mill 
around downtown, a plan 
very clearly designed to 
move loiterers to lower-traf-
fic areas by attrition.

The proposed ordinance 
prohibits storing personal 
property downtown, using 
public electrical outlets 
without permission, solicit-
ing at parking meters and 
entrances to the Ped Mall, 
and lying on planters and 
benches between 5 a.m. and 
10 p.m.

The ordinance passed 
second consideration at 
Tuesday night’s City 
Council meeting by a 5-2 
vote over the suggestions of 
Councilor Jim Throgmorton 
that the measure be updat-
ed to include recognition 
of the problems of home-
lessness and transience in 
Iowa City. The ordinance in 
its current form must pass 
a final vote before taking 
effect.

This action from the city 
comes on the heels of some 
dicey summertime relations 
between the loiterers and 
business owners. 

In June, a local home-
less man reportedly filed a 
petition with the Iowa Civil 
Rights Commission, citing 

what he believed to be dis-
criminatory behavior on the 
part of Iowa City business 
owners against the local 
transient community.

For their part, some 
downtown business owners 
have complained that the 
presence of loiterers down-
town is bad for business 
and they make people 
uncomfortable downtown. 
Indeed, the anecdotal 
evidence suggests that Iowa 
City’s loiterers have been 
rowdier than usual of late.

Ultimately, the concern 
for the bottom line of down-
town businesses seems to 
be the animating factor in 
the city’s decision to take on 
loitering. It hardly seems 
coincidental that ground 
zero in the loitering debate 
lies mere feet from a jewelry 
store co-owned by a city 
councilor, in the shadow of 
a posh new high-rise that’s 
rapidly heading for comple-
tion with the help of TIF 
funding from the city.

And so we get a Sponge-
Bob solution. We get a plan 
that doesn’t solve the prob-
lem, just moves it out of the 
sight of the folks who really 
matter. When John Jay said 
the country should be run 
by the people who own it, 
this is more or less what he 
had in mind.

So the city will chase 
these people a few blocks 
down the street and then, 
maybe when their pres-
ence begins to threaten 
the Chauncey, a few blocks 
farther.

Instead of dealing with 
the really difficult root prob-
lems of poverty, unemploy-
ment, underemployment, 
homelessness, addiction, 
and mental illness — 
among others — the city is 
on the verge of dealing with 
its loitering problem with 
smoke and mirrors.

And yet it’s easy to 
imagine in some future not 
far off, when faced with 
an NPR story or a New 
York Times op-ed about 
the invisible plight of the 
nation’s poor and homeless, 
we Iowa Citians (we titans 
of progressiveness) decrying 
this problem as society’s 
greatest moral failure.

The folks loitering near 
the edge of town might 
agree.

Zach Tilly
Zachary-tilly@uiowa.edu
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On Aug. 29, the U.S. Justice Department 
announced that federal prosecutors 
would not target state laws allowing 
for the use of marijuana for personal 

or medical reasons, leaving cannabis activists 
across the nation feeling optimistic about the 
plant’s legal future.

And with good reason. Recent polls have found 
more and more Americans support the use of 
marijuana for medical as well as personal use. 
An October 2011 Gallup Poll found 50 percent 
of Americans favored legalization of marijuana, 
with 46 percent opposed, the first time more an-
swered in favor than opposed in the history of 
the question, first asked in 1969. Broken down 
by age, 62 percent of 18- to 29-year-olds favor 
legalization.

Although medical marijuana is legal in 20 
states, with pending legislation in four more, 
weed still remains illegal in the majority of 
the United States, a relic of a time when Reefer 
Madness captured the imagination of the public.

Despite the illegality of pot, 48 percent of 
adults say they have tried marijuana, according 
to an April Pew Research poll, the highest per-
centage ever. And more and more say they are 
regular users of cannabis as well.

However, this reality is not reflected in our 
sentencing guidelines. In Iowa, the possession 
of any amount of marijuana is a misdemeanor 
punishable by up to six months in prison and a 
$1,000 fine. To put that in perspective, serious 
misdemeanors such as assaults that are hate 
crimes are punishable by up to one year in pris-
on and fines between $315 and $1,875.

Laws prohibiting marijuana needlessly clut-
ter our prisons, disproportionately affecting mi-
norities and ruining lives as a punitive measure 
for a crime that hurts no one.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board believes the 

time has come for state governments such as 
Iowa to stop the prohibition of marijuana and 
start allowing it for personal and medical use.

Though change is unlikely to happen on a fed-
eral level, where the DEA has doubled down on 
its classification of marijuana as a “Schedule 1” 
drug, putting cannabis on the same level as her-
oin and other drugs with a “high potential for 
abuse and no currently accepted medical use,” 
Colorado and Washington have both legalized 
the personal use of marijuana, bringing divi-
dends not just for stoners but for state govern-
ments.

In Colorado, the sale of medical marijuana in 
2012 was a boon for government revenue, bring-
ing in nearly $6 million in sales tax from dis-
pensaries alone. Once adults (21 and older) in 
Colorado are allowed to purchase up to an ounce 
of marijuana from licensed dispensaries for per-
sonal use, one can only imagine the amount of 
revenue the law will bring in.

But the use of marijuana isn’t all carefree. 
Driving a vehicle under the influence of pot can 
be dangerous, and the jury is still out on what 
health risks, if any, marijuana users face down 
the road in life. Current laws would need to be 
adapted to clarify that an OWI is still an OWI if 
the driver is high on “legal” marijuana.

But considering the fact that marijuana is the 
third most commonly used recreational drug in 
America behind alcohol and tobacco, these are 
small hurdles toward an inevitable future.

The consensus of Americans is clear: Marijua-
na is not a hard drug. It’s time to start treating 
it that way.

EDITORIAL

Legalize marijuana

YOUR TURN 
Do you think Iowa should legalize recreational marijuana? 

Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORCARTOON

Vote for Lewis
I am voting for Jason T. Lewis for 

Iowa City School Board.
Why, you may ask? Because, I 

asked myself, what do I want for my 
children, grandchildren, and other 
children, both now and in the future? 
I want all children to receive the best 
education the Iowa City School District 
can offer. I want resources, personnel, 
and opportunities to be equitably 
distributed throughout the district. I 
believe Jason T. Lewis is the candidate 
who best understands the issues 
involved with carrying out a plan to 
provide the education we all want 
for our children. Jason T. Lewis has 20 
years of experience as a teacher and 
administrator. He has designed courses, 

developed curriculum, and managed 
budgets. In addition he is a writer, a 
graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. 
Lewis is currently the director of the 
writing and humanities program at 
the University Of Iowa Carver College 
of Medicine. Jason T. Lewis has 
grass-roots experience in our school 
system. He is an active member of 
the Mark Twin PTO and has served 
as president. His core values include 
family and education. He cares about 
all children and is a foster parent. 
Jason T. Lewis has the knowledge, 
compassion, and vision to be a leader 
in the Iowa City School District. This 
is why I will vote for Jason T. Lewis on 
Sept. 10 for Iowa City School Board. 
Will you join me?

Diane Berwald

Listen to Latham on Syria strike

The political conversa-
tion in the United States 
and many other West-
ern countries has been 
dominated in recent weeks 
by the horrific revela-
tions that Syrian dictator 
Bashar Al-Assad likely 
used chemical weapons 
against civilians in his 
attempt to quell the rebel-
lion against his authori-
tarian rule that has torn 
the country apart for the 
past two years. President 
Obama has argued that 
a limited tactical strike 
against the Assad regime 
is necessary in order to 
dissuade future use of 
chemical weapons and to 
try to simmer down the 
red-hot conflict.

Political leaders how-
ever, should take some 
advice from Rep. Tom 
Latham, R-Iowa, who 
has said that any sort 
of military involvement 
in this crisis would be a 
mistake and would simply 

escalate the crisis. This 
is the attitude that our 
political representatives 
should adopt on the Syri-
an crisis, because any sort 
of intervention will simply 
lead to more death and 
destruction considering 
the nature of the crisis 
and what seems to be the 
American strategy for 
intervention.

The Syrian conflict is 
far too complex to fully ex-
amine in a few sentences, 
but the essential nature 
of the crisis is sectarian, 
religious warfare. Assad 
is an Alawite (a small sect 
of Shia Islam); however, 
the majority ethnic group 
in Syria is Sunni Arab. 
Alawites under the Assad 
regime have been given 
preferential treatment 
compared with the Sunni 
majority, causing tension 
between the two groups. 
When the protests against 
Assad’s autocratic regime 
turned into all-out war, 
the long-simmering ethnic 
tensions were unleashed, 
leading to a provincial 
slaughter. With much 
of the Syrian opposition 
groups being sectarian in 
nature, it is no surprise 
that the rebels have en-
gaged in countless acts of 
rape, torture, and murder.

This is very important 
to understand because it 
discredits the notion that 
the United States must 
unseat Assad in order to 
make way for the “good 
and democratic” rebel 
groups, who are just as 
barbarous as Assad. This 
leaves the argument the 
Obama administration 
is presenting, the idea 
that international norms 
against the use of chem-
ical weapons must be 
enforced with military 
retaliation.

There are two main 
problems with this jus-
tification. The first is its 
base hypocrisy. Inter-
national norms against 
the murder of innocent 
civilians, widespread rape, 
torture, and theft have 
been broken in Syria and 
around the world for years 
without any action from 
the West. Why are some 
international norms worth 
defending with military 
action while others are so 
easily ignored? 

The second is that 
military intervention 
would probably do little 
but escalate the conflict. 
As the highly reputed hu-
manitarian organization 
International Crisis Group 
has pointed out (and as 

Latham has argued), 
Assad is fighting for the 
very survival of his regime 
and has shown with his 
use of chemical weapons 
that he is willing to defend 
that regime with what-
ever despicable options 
are available to him, no 
matter the response. Also, 
the Assad government’s 
likely survival from the 
sort of limited strike the 
administration is propos-
ing will only strengthen 
his position, portraying 
him as someone who 
stood up to the West and 
survived. At the same 
time rebel groups will be 
emboldened by Western 
support and will be less 
likely to negotiate and 
more likely to escalate 
an already cataclysmic 
situation. An American 
intervention would only 
pull both sides away 
from the already unlikely 
negotiating table.

The Syrian is a trag-
edy of unfathomable 
proportions. But if the 
goal of the United States 
is to end the suffering of 
the Syrian people, then it 
must listen to the advice 
of Latham and forgo a 
military strike, which 
would only undermine 
that noble goal.

COLUMN

Matthew Byrd
Matthew-e-byrd@uiowa.edu
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Regents may consider 
capital plan

The state Board of Regents Property 
and Facilities Committee will consider 
recommending to the regents a vote on 
a five-year, state-funded capital plan at 
their meeting on Sep. 10. 

This capital plan, voted on every five 
years, funds improvement and construc-
tion projects for the regent universities.

The plan calls for $689.4 million in 
funding for fiscal years 2015-2019 for all 
regent universities.

Roughly $205 million in additional 
funding will be put into the University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, and 
another $6 million will be put toward 
the replacement of and improvements 
for the UI College of Pharmacy Building. 

Last year, legislators cut the univer-
sity’s request for a $6 million budget 
for the pharmacy reneovation in half 
because they did not want to give 
out so much the first year, said Sheila 

Koppin, the communications director 
for the regents. The $3 million request 
was still rejected.

This year, the university is asking for 
$6 million once again because delaying 
the renovation caused the cost to rise 
because of inflation. 

The overall five-year plan includes 
$175 million to correct fire and environ-
mental safety deficiencies and deferred 
maintenance in all of the regent uni-
versities. It will provide campus safety 
improvements and address regulatory 
compliance.

These funds would correct the $567 
million in deficiencies reported to the 
regents in February.

Projects to be addressed in the 
UIHC budget include remodeling and 
renovation projects such as roof replace-
ments, heating, elevator replacements, 
ventilating and air-conditioning, and 
commencement of conversions of inpa-
tient units to single-bed patient rooms. 

— by Megan Deppe

Regents to receive 
sexual-misconduct 
presentation

The state Board of Regents will 
have a presentation on sexual miscon-
duct as well as training on Sept. 11.

Saunie Schuster will present an 
update on the legal landscape of 
sexual misconduct on campus for the 
regents. 

Schuster is a partner with the 
National Center for Higher Educations 
Risk Management, a legal consulting 
firm, and a managing partner of 
Schuster & Clifford, a law practice 
devoted exclusively to education law.

Sheila Koppin, the communica-
tions director for the regents, said 
this meeting is said to be for the new 
regents who have yet to participate 
in the training, as well as to allow the 
public to receive the training. 

— by Megan Deppe

METRO

Hemingway stresses 
finances in board run
By EMily FRiEsE
emily-friese@uiowa.edu

Phil Hemingway has 
big goals for the Iowa 
City School Board.

After previously run-
ning for a board posi-
tion in the 2011 election, 
Hemingway, a local par-
ent and East Side busi-
ness owner, is contending 
for one of three available 
seats in the upcoming 
Sept. 10 election. 

Hemingway said his 
main inter-
est in run-
ning for the 
board dates 
back to the 
experience 
his daugh-
ter had in 
the School 
District.

“She was 
within walking distance 
of her junior high, high 
school, and now college,” 
he said. “We’re very hap-
py with her experience, 
and we want to make 
sure everyone in the com-
munity has the same op-
portunities my daughter 
had.”

His platform revolves 
around instilling trust 
that was lost over time 
back into the district – 
modernizing current dis-
trict schools being key.

“I’m interested in mak-
ing sure the board lives 
up to its promises where 
we’re going to keep, ren-
ovate, and modernize our 
current schools,” he said. 
“I don’t want to close 
neighborhood schools. 
They’re the backbone of 
our country.”

Tom Braverman, a spe-
cial-education teacher at 
City High School, said he 

supports Hemingway in 
next week’s election.

“Out of all the can-
didates, even the ones 
who are already on the 
board, he attends all of 
the meetings,” he said. “I 
think he has missed four 
in the past four years. 
He’s very knowledgeable 
about the proceedings.”

Braverman said he 
knows Hemingway as a 
leader from the City High 
Band Auxiliary program 
and as a trustworthy 
business owner of Phil’s 
Repair. 

“[Hemingway] took a 
very disorganized pro-
gram and made it into 
something to be really 
proud of,” he said. “The 
framework they set for the 
Band Auxiliary program 
will continue to serve the 
school very well.”
With all of his leadership 

skills, Braverman said he 
believes Hemingway will 
help the School District be-
come more fiscally respon-
sible.

“I think he will help tax-
payers in the district,” he 
said. “There is $100 million 
in the hands of the board 
members, and he’ll make 
sure it’s put into the rev-
enue-purpose statement 
and the master plans 
statement.”

Hemingway said he is 
a “watchdog of financ-
es,” and he would like 
to see the district start 
spending its money 
wisely. 

For example, he said 
he noticed once the dis-
trict had a vendor that 
made a $154,000 mis-
take with flooring in 
the fine-arts addition to 
City High, and the dis-
trict paid for it rather 

than having the compa-
ny fix it.

And he wants the 
board to take fiscal re-
sponsibility seriously.

“We need to make 
sure the board spends 
money like they’d spend 
their own,” Hemingway 
said.

While Iowa City 
School Superintendent 
Steve Murley declined 
to answer questions 
about individual can-
didates, he said he has 
goals for the board.

Murley said working 
with committees like 
the Education Commit-
tee, Operations Com-
mittee, and the Pol-
icy and Engagement 
Committee provides an 
opportunity for the ad-
ministrative team to 
report its work to the 
board and get feedback.

“As new board mem-
bers come into office, 
they will have an oppor-
tunity to get involved 
internally in these com-
mittees and externally 
on other bodies where 
the School Board has 
representation,” he 
said.

But Hemingway said 
the board must hold 
those who make mis-
takes accountable and 
have a certain level 
of skepticism when it 
comes to the school ad-
ministration.

“Everyone is protect-
ed except the taxpayers, 
the students, and the 
staff,” he said. “We need 
to ask questions as cit-
izens because the peo-
ple on the School Board 
are acting as the rubber 
stamps of administra-
tion.”

Hemingway
candidate

Police use hirings to 
reach out to Iowa City
By ABigAil MEiER
Abigail-meier@uiowa.edu

Two recent hirings to 
the Iowa City police have 
found success in building 
a stronger chain of com-
munication between the 
department and Iowa 
City citizens. 

Department officials 
hired David Schwindt 
and assigned him as the 
downtown liaison officer 
in January in addition 
to hiring Derek Frank 
as the neighborhood re-
sponse officer mid-June.

Schwindt said his po-
sition has allowed him 
to build a relationship 
between the department 
and Iowa City residents.

With a dedicated of-
ficer in the downtown 
area, businesses and 

people have a direct offi-
cer to contact with prob-
lems and concerns. While 
Frank’s job is in the be-
ginning stages, he is ded-
icated to neighborhoods 
throughout Iowa City to 
help create neighborhood 
stabilization.  Frank will 
be able to address any 
issues that may inter-
fere with the quality of 
life within the neighbor-
hoods.

He works throughout 
Iowa City’s neighbor-
hoods.  He meets with 
neighborhood associa-
tions and centers to dis-
cuss issues such as home 
and neighborhood safety, 
vandalism, thefts, or any 
other concerns the associ-
ations may have.

“I hope to improve the 
communication between 

neighborhoods and the 
Police Department,” he 
said. “I can now devote a 
little bit more time with 
citizens on their con-
cerns.” 

For Schwindt, spending 
a large amount of time 
downtown has created 
a stronger relationship 
with the everyday people 
who go to the Pedestrian 
Mall.  

Offenses such as smok-
ing in the Pedestrian 
Mall often went unen-
forced as patrol officers 
were called to address 
other concerns.
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• John Deere Day, 10 a.m., Seamans 
Center
• Senior Tech Zone, 10:30 a.m., Iowa City 
Public Library, 123 S. Linn
• Teen Tech Zone, 3 p.m., Iowa City Public 
Library
• Life in Iowa Career Series, Résumé 
Workshop, 3:30 p.m., 1117 University 
Capitol Center
• Theta Tau Info Session, 4:30 p.m., 
Seamans Center
• John Deere Day Grabbing the Globe 
Seminar, 5 p.m., Macbride Auditorium
• LGBTQ Patient & Family Education 
& Support Groups, 5:30 p.m., 2520B 
University Capitol Center
• Country Dance Lessons, 6:30 p.m., 
Wildwood, 4919 Walleye
• Country Dance and Lesson, 7 p.m., 
Eagle’s Lodge, 225 Highway 1 W.
•  Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 
S. Dubuque
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Chris 

Baker, nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 
15 S. Dubuque
• Campus Activities Board Movie, The 
Bling Ring, 8 & 11 p.m., IMU Iowa Theater
• Stop Kiss, Fourth Room Theater, 8 p.m., 
Coralville Center for the Performing Arts, 
1301 Fifth St.
• Yacht Club/Earthtone Studio/New 
Belgium Battle of the Bands VI, 8:30 
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Dessa, with ION, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• The Floozies, 9 p.m., Blue Moose, 211 
Iowa
• Gemini Karaoke, 9 p.m., Blue Moose
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E 
Washington

huNGrY?
Check out The Daily Iowan’s

Dining Guide 

today’s events

submit an event
 Want to see your special event appear here? 

Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

WWe tag team 
Champ OR 

band from a Saw 
soundtrack?

1) The Unholy Alliance
2) A Band Called Pain

3) Money Inc.
4) The Bodydonnas
5) Dope Stars Inc.
6) The Almighty

7) Air Boom
8) Boom Satellites
9) La Résistance

10) The Quebecers
11) New Age Outlaws

12) Demolition
13) The Godwinns

14) Ministry
15) The Legion of Doom
16) Men on a Mission

17) Evolution
18) Soul Patrol

19) The Moondogs
20) Nexus
21) Enemy

22) Avenged Sevenfold
23) Pitbull Daycare
24) D-Generation X

25) Colossal Connection
26) The Corporation

27) The Shield
28) Fueled by Fire
29) Fear Factory
30) Soulidium

 
andrew R. Juhl gives you the 

answers:
Tag Teams: 1, 3-4, 7, 
9-13, 16-20, 24-27

Saw Bands: 2, 5-6, 8, 14, 
21-23, 28-30

Both: 15

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of 
the author and not the DI Editorial 
Board, the Publisher, Student Publica-
tions Inc., or the University of Iowa.

Daily Break The Atomic Age is here to stay — but are we?
— Bennett Cerf

Thursday, September 5, 
2013 
by Eugenia Lasthoroscopes

aRies (March 21-April 19): Put pressure on anyone standing 
between you and your professional goals. Send out your 
résumé, discuss job prospects with your current boss, or 
consider effective ways to earn more cash. A change brought 
on by your actions will be successful.

tauRus (April 20-May 20): Use your expertise to teach others 
how you want things done. Delegating work will free up time, 
allowing you to focus on what’s most important to you. Your 
confidence will ensure that your peers look up to you.

Gemini (May 21-June 20): Easy come, easy go. Be cautious 
handling cash and possessions. Not everyone you deal with 
will be honest, and being left shortchanged will leave you in 
an awkward position. Take care of yourself emotionally and 
physically.

CanCeR (June 21-July 22): Share your thoughts and plans, 
and the response you get will help you make a decision 
regarding your home, family, and what you want to devote 
your time to. A joint venture will make a difference to your 
personal finances.

LeO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your changing attitude and desire for 
something new will lead to mixed emotions when dealing 
with friends and family. Consistency will be required if you 
want to appease someone who depends on you. Avoid secret 
dealings that can lead to a costly mistake.

viRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Serious talks can spare an emo-
tional mishap within a relationship. Ask questions, and work 
together to find common ground. Plan to do things that will 
please both you and those you deal with. Compromise, and 
keep the peace.

LibRa (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t let the changes going on 
around you influence the way you react. Keep a low profile, 
and you’ll avoid being dragged into a no-win situation. Get 
your work done and your responsibilities taken care of; then 
be on your way.

sCORPiO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Size up your situation at work 
and at home, and explore the possibility of making moves 
that will increase your income and your ability to use your 
skills and the things you enjoy doing most. Don’t get discour-
aged; get moving.

saGittaRius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You can make life changes, 
but you must keep your costs down and your wish list short 
and concise. Friends and family will judge your indiscretions 
harshly. Don’t overspend on your lover — you cannot buy 
love.

CaPRiCORn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Physical health will suffer if 
you overindulge or take on too much. Don’t miss out on an 
opportunity because you are not up to taking on the extra 
work involved. Farm out menial jobs, and focus on what’s 
important to you.

aQuaRius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put more effort into the relation-
ships you share with others. Whether it’s personal or profes-
sional, the way you handle others will be a major factor in 
where you end up living and working. An unexpected change 
will take you by surprise.

PisCes (Feb. 19-March 20): Relationships will play an import-
ant part in the decisions you make. Listen to what’s being said 
and make a counteroffer with what you want. Your ability to 
express your desires passionately will persuade others to give 
you want you want.
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wicz should be a consistent 
red-zone threat for the Io-
wa offense. Rudock saw 
this as he took the snap on 
that scoring play — notice-
able by how he eyed Fie-
dorowicz nearly the entire 
time he ran his route.

His tight end was 
matched up with North-
ern Illinois’s 5-10 line-
backer Jamaal Bass. 
Rudock placed the ball 

where only Fiedorowicz, 
who stands at an intim-
idating 6-7, could get it. 
The play itself seemed 
like a no-brainer.

“Obviously, he’s a big 
guy — good tight end,” 
Rudock said. “When you 
have the trust in the guy 
where you can give him a 
shot, he’ll protect the ball. 
He’s not going to let the 
other team take it away.”

In essence, Rudock let 
the ball fly and allowed 
Fiedorowicz’s size do the 
rest. And it’s no surprise 
Iowa’s quarterback fig-

ured that out.
Fiedorowicz was the 

tallest player on the field 
against Northern Illi-
nois, and he will be again 
when Iowa takes on Mis-
souri State in two days. 
Fiedorowicz will have 
about a 5-inch advan-
tage, on average, against 
the Bears’ linebackers 
and defensive backs.

But even then, he only 
caught two passes in the 
season’s opening contest. 
Rudock did spread the 
ball around, hitting nine 
different receivers (Kev-

onte Martin-Manley led 
the way with 9 catches; 
three other ball-catchers 
tied Fiedorowicz with 2, 
and four more had 1 each).

Fiedorowicz, as of this 
writing, has tallied 63 
career receptions in an 
Iowa uniform, with 45 
coming last season. If 
there is one more case 
to make for getting Fie-

dorowicz the ball at a 
more consistent clip, it’s 
that he averages nearly 
10 yards per catch.

The volume of catches 
and number of touch-
downs could change this 
season, because there 
are still 11 games left on 
the schedule. But as Fer-
entz noted on Tuesday, 
there are more variables 

that go into getting Fie-
dorowicz the ball.

“I’m not the one throw-
ing the ball. Jake sees 
what he sees, and he’s 
going to throw the ball to 
who he thinks is open,” 
Fiedorowicz said. “That’s 
not one of my goals, to 
score one touchdown a 
year … the balls will come. 
We’ll see what happens.”

FOOTbAll
Continued from 8A

doing really well talking 
to us,” midfielder Anne 
Marie Thomas said. “All 
four of them have been 
talking to us so we know 
what to do in the middle.”

The Hawkeyes have 
welcomed a lot of new 
faces to the program, but 
the defense returns most 
of its key starters from 
last season’s team. 

Iowa returns three 
midfielders from last 
season who started ev-
ery game for the Hawks 

— Katie Nasenbenny, 
Melin, and Thomas. The 
Hawks also return two 
of their top defenders 
— Melanie Pickert and 
Caitlin Brown. Brown 
played a team high 1,845 
minutes last season. 

This experience has 
carried over into the new 
season, particularly ear-
ly in the season where 
many teams are looking 
to guide freshmen into 
a new environment and 
the college level of play. 

“Every year, you get 
new players and new 
freshmen coming in,” 
Brown said. “I think it’s 
just older players trying 

to mentor them and give 
them the guidance and 
confidence they need.”

The Hawkeyes’ goal is to 
make the NCAA Tourna-
ment. This is a lofty goal 
for a program that has 
never enjoyed much post-
season success. But with 
each shutout the Hawks 
post, that lofty goal ap-
pears more reasonable. 

“As with anything you 
just strive to be better 
than you ever have been,” 
Brown said. “That means 
doing all the little things 
right, communicating, 
and taking the extra time 
in practice to do the things 
you need to work on.” 

SOcceR
Continued from 8A

a team-high three shots 
against Lafayette.

Although one may 
think a student-athlete 
of Cafone’s caliber would 
be self-absorbed and en-
joy the limelight, that 
couldn’t be further from 
the truth for the Fairfield, 
N.J. resident. She is polite 
and soft-spoken during 
interviews and routinely 
talks about the team rath-
er than about her own ac-
complishments. 

In fact, during the in-
terview for this feature, 
she used the pronoun “I” 
only two times — “I mean, 
I think it was basically a 
team effort,” she said, re-
ferring to the Iowa’s 2-0 

start. 
By comparison, she 

referred to the team as 
a whole — whether it 
be “us,” “we,” “our,” “the 
team,” etc. — 11 times in 
fewer than 70 seconds.

Her teammates no-
tice and appreciate her 
dedication to the Iowa 
field-hockey program, 
specifically Aubrey Cole-
man. The senior and fel-
low New Jerseyite cited 
the positive energy Ca-
fone brings on the field 
for the Hawkeyes.

“She a lot of times plays 
right in front of me,” Cole-
man said. “She is always 
saying, ‘Let’s get that 
goal, let’s get the next one, 
this is our game.’ She just 
has really good energy.”

Although she may seem 
soft spoken and reserved, 
Coleman reports that Ca-

fone also likes to enjoy 
herself with her team off 
the pitch.

“Off the field she is very 
similar [to on the field] — 
she has a very happy and 
upbeat personality. In the 
locker room, she’s dancing 
and engaged with everyone 
all the time,” Coleman said 
with a giggle and a smile.

With her combination of 
athletic ability and chem-
istry with her teammates, 
what is next for No. 9 in 
black and gold? Her head 
coach expects big things 
from Cafone this season 
— and beyond.

“As she gets more and 
more touches and more 
actual repetitions of play-
ing hockey at this level, 
she is only going to get 
better,” Griesbaum said. 
“There is no other facet 
she doesn’t have.”

Field HOckey
Continued from 8A

2 Hawkeye harriers 
understand distance
Astrid Montuclard is the first women’s cross-country runner from 
Tahiti in at least 10 years.

By Ryan RodRiguez
ryan-rodriguez@uiowa.edu

Iowa freshmen cross 
country runners Astrid 
Montuclard and Kathari-
na Trost are accustomed 
to running long distanc-
es. However, this year, 
they’ll deal with some 
distances that even they 
have never experienced 
before. 

That’s because both 
Montuclard and Trost are 
two out of the 3,400-stu-
dent community of in-
ternational students at 
the University of Iowa in 
the fall 2013. In addition 
to school, they chose to 
leave home and come to 
Iowa City to compete for 
the Hawkeyes. 

Trost hails from Pid-
ing, Germany, a small 
town in Bavaria on the 
Austrian border not too 
far from Salzburg — 
roughly 5,000 miles away 
from Iowa City — and 
she first learned about 
Iowa through a sports 
agency in her hometown. 

“I was at an agency and 
got connected with coaches 
in America, and Coach vis-
ited me in Germany,” she 
said. “He told me about all 
the facilities and the team 
here. He persuaded me to 
come to Iowa.” 

For Montuclard, who 
is from Tahiti — roughly 
5,500 miles away from Io-
wa City — it was the lure 
of a big-time cross-coun-

try program such as Io-
wa’s to persuade her to 
join the program.

“I chose Iowa because 
the level is really high 
in track,” she said. “The 
university is NCAA Divi-
sion I, so it was a great 
opportunity for me, be-
cause in Tahiti we don’t 
have this high of a level, 
and the universit level in 
pre-med is also high, so 
it was an easy choice.” 

Montuclard is the first 
athlete on the team to 
come from Tahiti in the 
time head coach Layne 
Anderson has been at Io-
wa, he said.

Montuclard was so im-
pressed with the school 
on paper that she com-
mitted without ever vis-
iting the campus or meet-
ing any of her coaches. 

“[Coach Anderson] 
wrote me an email, and 
I got information about 
the university from an 
agency, and I decided to 
come, but I never met 
him,” she said. “My is-
land is very far away.”

Though Trost and Mon-
tuclard are from different 
hemispheres of the globe 
and had little in common 
before coming to Iowa, 
they are going through 
this new experience to-
gether. And, as one might 
expect, there are some big 
differences between life 
and school in the United 
States as opposed to Ta-
hiti or Germany. 

“The life here is very 
quick, so everything is 
happening so fast,” Mon-
tuclard said. “In Tahiti, 
things move really slow, 
but I’m really busy here. 
I have lots of stuff to do 
and am always busy, but 
that’s exciting, and I’m 
really glad to experience 
that.” 

Trost echoed her opin-
ion about living and 
competing in the United 
States. 

“I like it here. In Ger-
many I often had to 
practice alone and train 
alone, but over here, we 
have the great team, and 
we all practice togeth-
er,” she said. “ I thought 
I might be a little bit 
homesick, but up until 
now, I’m not. The team 
has been great and really 
supportive.” 

That the Black and 
Gold were able to land 
the both of them could 
be a testament to the 
excellent program head 
Anderson has built in his 
10 years as head coach of 
the team. 

“They both certainly 
have the running creden-
tials to be here,” he said. 
“Katharina actually has 
a personal best in the 
800 meters that’s better 
than our school record, 
and Astrid has an upbeat 
personality that certain-
ly has the tools to accom-
plish great things in her 
four years here at Iowa.” 



SPORTS
DAILYIOWAN.COM

Looking for Fiedorowicz

Soccer D freezes scoring A quiet, 
focused 
Hawk star

For up-to-date coverage oF Hawkeye sports, Follow us on twitter at @DI_SportS_DeSktHursday, septeMBer 5, 2013

By Cody Goodwin
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

C.J. Fiedorowicz looked more like a bas-
ketball player than a football player when 
he hauled in his first touchdown catch of 
2013 against Northern Illinois. He showed 
his strength and size in a shifty post-up 
move and snatched the ball from the air.

The touchdown gave the Hawkeyes a 17-
10 lead. The 67,000-plus in Kinnick erupt-
ed. Even more Hawkeye fans took to social 
media in delight. Iowa’s biggest ball-catch-
er finally got the ball, in the red zone, for 

a touchdown. 
The collective reaction bordered a mas-

sive sigh of relief, knowing that quarter-
back Jake Rudock found Iowa’s giant, ath-
letic tight end.

Still, through the celebration were some 
Iowa fans and football experts who pon-
dered why Fiedorowicz hasn’t gotten the 
ball more in the red zone more — or, just 
more in general.

“Where the ball goes is dictated by the 
defense,” Iowa football coach Kirk Ferentz 
said on Tuesday. “[The tight ends] will get 
their share of balls.”

The score on Aug. 31 was just Fiedoro-
wicz’s fifth of his career and second in four 
games dating back to last season — the 
other in that span came against Purdue on 
Nov. 10, 2012.

Before the Northern Illinois game — 
where his TD came from 11-yards out — 
each of Fiedorowicz’s touchdown catch-
es came from no farther than 8 yards 
out. Three of those four scores were 
5-yard catches.

This lends itself to the idea that Fiedoro-

Iowa tight end C.J. Fiedorowicz catches a pass in the end zone for a touchdown on Aug. 31 in Kinnick. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

See footBall, 7A

C.J. Fiedorowicz had only two catches in Iowa’s season-opening loss, but there’s plenty of reason to get him 
more looks as the season progresses.

Iowa sophomore Meredith Mceniff dribbles the ball at practice Wednesday. So far this year, the team has only allowed 1 goal to be 
scored. (The Daily Iowan/Mariah Green)

By JaCoB Sheyko
jacob-sheyko@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeyes defense 
last season was historically 
good. What’s scary for their 
opponents is it could be bet-
ter this year. 

It’s hard to imagine this 
Iowa soccer team improving 
upon a season in which they 
set the school record for 
shutouts in a season with 
10 and tied the team record 
for fewest goals allowed in a 
regular season. 

After returning from 
their West Coast road trip, 
the Hawks are four games 
into the 2013 campaign. It 

appears as if not much has 
changed for the Hawkeyes 
on the defensive side of 
the ball for this season’s 
Hawkeyes are shutting 
down opponents in a way 
that is reminiscent of last 
year’s record setting squad.

The Hawkeyes burst out 
of the gate this season with 
a 4-0 record. In these games, 
Iowa has only allowed 1 
goal and shut out three op-
ponents in the process. 

“Overall, we’ve prided 
ourselves on being a good 
defensive team,” Midfielder 
Alex Melin said. “Our back-
line does a good job of com-
municating when we can 

build up through the mid-
field. It really puts teams 
under high pressure.” 

The Hawks aren’t just 
shutting opponents out, 
they are barely allowing 
them to get a shot off. Io-
wa is currently outshooting 
their opponents 67-39 and 
holding opponent’s shots in 
the single digits with only 
9.8 per game. 

When opponents do get a 
shot off, it’s typically no risk 
to the Hawkeyes. Only 30 
percent of opponent’s shots 
are shots on goal. 

“Our backline has been 

See SoCCer, 7A

The Hawkeye’s early season success can largely be attributed to 
their experienced defense. 

By danny Payne
daniel-payne-1@uiowa.edu 

There are two things very evident 
about Natalie Cafone — she is very 
athletic and a good teammate.

To prove the former, look no fur-
ther than the Iowa sophomore’s high-
school résumé. Cafone was a four-
year varsity starter at West Essex 
High in field hockey, where she holds 
the record the most points in school 
history with 350 — 135 goals and 
80 assists. During her time in North 
Caldwell, N.J., she was also a four-
year member of the school’s basket-
ball and lacrosse teams.

Is that enough evidence? No? Well 
just ask 14th-year Iowa head coach 
Tracey Griesbaum.

“She is such a great athlete and 
such a great competitor,” Gries-
baum said. “This weekend she 
showed dynamicy on defense, she 
showed dynamicy on attack, she 
calls our penalty strokes, she set 
up our goals, she scored goals — 
she pretty much did everything 
that we could possibly ask for.”

In the opening weekend of the 
season, Cafone scored a goal against 
Bucknell on Aug. 30 and dished out 
an assist to fellow forward Stepha-
nie Norlander on Sept. 1 when the 
13th ranked Hawkeyes defeated La-
fayette 3-0. Cafone also registered 

See field hoCkey, 7A

Sophomore Natalie Cafone 
had a strong opening 
weekend for Iowa field 
hockey.

Three Hawkeye golfers were 
named to the Big Ten men’s golfers 
watch list, the conference announced 
Wednesday.

Brian Bullington, finished the 2013 
regular season with three-straight 
top-24 finishes, compiling a 73.92 
spring stroke average. 

Steven Ihm, currently ranked 46 in 
the Men’s World Amateur Golf rank-
ings, won the Sunnehanna Amateur 
Championship with an 8-under par 
(272) four-round score in June. Ihm 
competed in the John Deere Classic in 
July, his first career PGA Tour event. 

Winslow was a second team All-
Big Ten selection, a PING All-Midwest 
Region honoree, and was named to 
the All-Big Ten Championship Team 
in 2013 as a sophomore. He had two 
top-10 finishes; five top-20 finishes 
and played 11 rounds at or below par. 

The UI men’s golf team opens its 
season Sept. 15-17, hosting the an-
nual GolfWeek Conference Challenge 
at Spirit Hollow Golf Course in Burl-
ington. The Hawkeyes will try to make 
their sixth-straight NCAA postseason 
appearance in 2013-14.

— by Jordyn reiland 

3 men’s golfers 
make watch list

Three members of the Iowa 
women’s golf team — Lauren english, 
Briana Midkiff, and Shelby Phillips — 
appeared on this year’s Big Ten Watch 
List, the conference announced on 
Wednesday.

english competed in 10 tourna-
ments as a sophomore last season. The 
Bloomington, Ill., native posted a stroke 
average of 76,40 and recorded four 
top-10 finishes. english shot an 18-hole 
score of 68 at the Johnie Imes Invite — 
a new career low and tying for fourth 
lowest in program history. 

Phillips competed in 10 tourna-
ments, including 30 rounds in 2012-13. 
She posted a 78.30 stroke average and 
notched one round at or below par. 
The Gilbert, Ariz., native made a hole-
in-one at the Johnie Imes Invite on the 
16th hole during the first round. 

Midkiff competed in 10 tourna-
ments during her inaugural season 
last year. The freshman posted a 
79.20 stroke average and was named 
a Women’s Golf Coaches Association 
All-American Scholar in 2013. 

The Hawkeyes will travel to Lincoln, 
Neb., on Sept. 9-10 to open their fall 
season at the Chip-N-Club Invitational. 
In last year’s competition, Iowa placed 
fifth out of 13 teams.

— by Jordyn reiland 

3 women golfers 
make watch list

SCOREBOARD

MlB
Arizona 4, Toronto 3 (10) 
Oakland 11, Texas 4
Chi. Cubs 9, Miami 7
Colorado 7, LA Dodgers 5
Milwaukee 9, Pittsburgh 3
Seattle 6, Kansas City 4
Cleveland 6, Baltimore 4
Boston 20, Detroit 4
St. Louis 5, Cincinnati 4 (16) 
Washington 3, Philadelphia 2
NY Yankees 6, Chi. White Sox 5
San Francisco 13, San Diego 5
NY Mets 5, Atlanta 2
Houston 6, Minnesota 5 
Tampa Bay 3, LAA Angels 1 

wnBa
Atlanta 89, Indianapolis 80
Minnesota 83, Los Angeles 74

WHAT TO WATCH

tennis: U.S. Open Tennis Champion-
ship, 11 a.m. eSPN2
football: Baltimore vs. Denver, 7:30 
p.m., NBC

THROWBACK 
THURSDAY

today in hawkeye Sports:
Sept. 5, 1997 — The Iowa soccer 
team prepared to travel to Dekalb, 
Ill., for the weekend after recording 
its first and second wins in program 
history on this day in Hawkeye Sports. 
Throwback Thursday will feature a 
moment in Hawkeye Sports history 
each week.



The weekend in arts & entertainment

on the web on the air calendar
Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter  
@DailyIowanArts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 4 p.m. on Thursdays 
to hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and 
included in our online calendar? To submit a listing visit  
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

Thursday,  
Sept. 5, 2013

80 HOURS

By Emma mcclatchEy
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

Freshness is an ongoing obsession for foodies, and when it comes 
to apples, there’s nothing fresher than right off the branch.

Wilson’s Orchard, 2924 Orchard Lane N.E., has thousands of 
branches to choose from, which are home to 130 different variet-
ies of apples. The orchard’s staff members work to offer patrons 
an organic experience as well as produce.

“At the grocery store, you just have the same apples, such as Red Delicious, 
all year long,” said Wilson’s retail manager Barb Schintler. “Here, apples have 
their season. It’s a real learning experience for customers to see just how dif-
ferent apples can taste.”

With rolling green hills lined with apple trees, pumpkin patches, and creeks, 
“take a walk, eat an apple” has been a fitting mantra for the orchard through 
much of its 33-year history. And in recent years, the staff members have worked 
to elaborate on this mission with events, products, and education initiatives for 
school-age kids to nursing-home residents.

“There’s always something interesting to look at,” said Jean Davidson, who 
visits Wilson’s once a month during its Aug. 1 to Oct. 31 season. “They have so 
many different items brought in, like these baskets from Ghana for instance. 
And if these pies and turnovers aren’t tempting, I don’t know what is.”

Wilson’s events include a Friday Family Night every Friday in Septem-
ber, with grilled food, tractor rides, and activities from 5 to 7 p.m. 

This Saturday also kicks off Honeycrisp Weekend, celebrating the 
ripening of Wilson’s most popular apple variety, and Doughnut 
Wednesdays each week to promote the orchard’s apple-cider dough-
nuts. 

Wilson’s will also celebrate Johnny Appleseed’s birthday on Sept. 
21 and 22 with music, storytelling, and a balloon artist.

In addition, the orchard provides educational activities such as 

group tours, orchard trivia games, and scavenger hunts and hosts local music 
acts including the Awful Purdies on Sept. 11 and Dave Zollo, who performed 
there on Aug. 22.

“It’s a gorgeous part of the world with rolling hills,” Zollo said. “That puts it a 
step higher than your average bar. You’ll see three generations from the same 
family who all come out.”

Schintler said the orchard welcomes many college-age visitors as well as 
families.

“[Most of] the events start at dusk, so you’re watching the sun go down, the 
leaves changing, the geese flying,” Schintler said. “You can enjoy a turnover, 
just relax, and unplug from technology … it’s a cheap date.”

It is this simple “essence” that owner Paul Rasch said they hope to maintain 
over the years, which can be an ongoing challenge — especially last year, when 
a late frost devastated the apple crop. 

Wilson’s Orchard ushers in the fall spirit early, with foods and events 
that expand on its gorgeous setting.

mORE ONlINE
 Go online to dailyiowan.com 
for a photo slideshow from 
Wilson’s Orchard.

SpOtlIght ON hONEycRISp
Fans of this crispy apple will flock to Wilson’s on Saturday 
for honeycrisp Weekend. here’s some facts about the 
orchard’s most popular apple.
• Honeycrisp was developed at the University of 
Minnesota in the 1960s.

• It is bred from the Keepsake apple, a juicy, 
yellowish variety.

• They ripen in early September and 
keep for five to six months.

• Honeycrisp are sweet, firm, 
and tart, making them ideal for 
eating raw.

• They are also used in apple 
pies, turnovers, and cider.

• At Wilson’s Orchard, there 
are more than 600 Honeycrisp 
trees.

Take a Walk,
eat an apple

See WIlSON’S, 5B



Walt Steadman is a 
Harvard dropout who 
just survived a shooting 
in a Boston café.

He is one of the main 
characters in Douglas 
Trevor’s new novel, Girls 
I Know, from which he 
will read at 7 p.m. Fri-
day at Prairie Lights, 15 
S. Dubuque St. Admis-
sion is free.

The book is based on a 
short story of the same 
title in Trevor’s The 
Thin Tear in the Fabric 
of Space, which was pub-
lished in 2005 and win-
ner of the Iowa Short 
Fiction Award.

“[Trevor’s] both a 
scholar and an artist,” 
said David Hamilton, 
the former editor of The 
Iowa Review and a col-
league of the author. 
“He’s witty and charm-
ing and a very hard 
worker, and there’s also 
a melancholy air to him 
that underscores his es-
sential seriousness.” 

The original short sto-
ry was intended as the 
first chapter of a novel. 
But now that the story 
has been expanded in-
to a full book, changes 
have been made. 

The most obvious 
change is the shift from 
first to third person and 
the addition of a char-
acter named Mercedes 
Bittles.

“[The book] is a con-
trolled experience re-
volving around the three 
central characters,” 
Trevor said. 

In addition to Walt, 
the main cast includes 
two others. Ginger, a 
well-off Harvard under-
graduate, and Mercedes, 
an 11-year-old Afri-
can-American girl whose 

parents were killed in 
the shooting that in-
jured Walt.

“Walt was a difficult 
character to inhabit,” 
Trevor said. “Largely 
because, at the outset of 
Girls I Know, he doesn’t 
know what to do with 
himself.”

When writing for Mer-
cedes, Trevor found that 
his own life losses gave 
him something to draw 
from and helped him 
relate to the character. 
Ginger was influenced 
by students whom Trev-
or had taught.

“The three charac-
ters are like three cir-
cles,” Trevor said. “With 
Walt in the middle. [He] 
shares similarities and 
differences with each of 
these characters.”

Michelle Toth, the 
founder/editor of SixOn-
eSeven Books, said she 
was blown away by the 
tenderness and empa-
thy that Trevor showed 
toward the character of 
Mercedes.

“[Trevor’s] ability to 
imagine and develop 
characters is astound-
ing,” Toth said. “I think 
you cannot help but be-
come attached to the 
characters.”

The Boston-based pub-
lisher was intrigued not 
only by the strong char-
acters and story but the 
way Boston is portrayed 
in the book. The Kirkus 
Reviews went as far as 
calling the book “a love 
song sung to Boston.”

“Doug does an excep-
tional job of evoking a 
sense of place through 
his writing,” Toth said. 
“Boston and its neigh-
borhoods are really 
characters in the book. 
He digs into some com-
pelling themes, too, such 
as the nature of evil 

and complicated issues 
of race, class, and privi-
lege. And he does so with 
cleverness and tremen-
dous wit.”

One of the more cu-
rious things about the 
novel is that it does not 
fit well under any estab-
lished genre.

“[It’s] sort of coming 
of age,” Trevor said. “It’s 
not a crime novel; it’s 
certainly not a romance 
novel. [Because of this], 
there weren’t any struc-
tures for me to use, 
which was really liber-
ating and really scary.”

Revolving around 
Walt’s relationship with 
Ginger and Mercedes, 
the book is mainly about 
the way in which these 
characters communi-
cate and relate to one 
another.  And regardless 
of their varied back-
grounds, they are able 
to connect with one an-
other.

“I want people to think 
about what the common 
grounds are for commu-
nicating with other peo-
ple,” Trevor said. “And I 
want the reader to be re-
minded that suffering is 
inevitable in life, as well 
as unfathomable.”

weekend events

movies | music | words | film
dance | theater | lectures

today 9.5

friday 9.6

saturday 9.7

sunday 9.8

music
• open mike, 7 p.m., uptown Bill’s, 730 s. dubuque
• Yacht club/earthtone studio/new Belgium Battle of the Bands 
vi, 8:30 p.m., Yacht club, 13 s. linn
• dessa, with ion, 9 p.m., mill, 120 e. Burlington
• Gemini Karaoke, 9 p.m., Blue moose, 211 iowa
• the floozies, 9 p.m., Blue moose
• mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 e. washington

words
• “live from Prairie lights,” chris Baker, nonfiction, 7 p.m., 
Prairie lights, 15 s. dubuque

film
• campus activities Board movie: The Bling Ring, 8 & 11 p.m., imu 
iowa theater 

theater
• Manning Up, 7:30 p.m., riverside theater, 213 n. Gilbert
• Lady M, mainstage series, 8 p.m., theater Building thayer theater 
• The Stellification, Gallery series, 8 p.m., theater Building 
theater B

lectures
• John deere day Grabbing the Globe seminar, 5 p.m., macbride 
auditorium

miscellaneous
• John deere day, 10 a.m., seamans center
• life in iowa career series, résumé workshop, 3:30 p.m., 1117 
university capitol center
• theta tau info session, 4:30 p.m., seamans center
• lGBtQ Patient & family education & support Groups, 5:30 p.m., 
2520B university capitol center

dance
• country dance lessons, 6:30 p.m., wildwood, 4919 walleye
• country dance and lesson, 7 p.m., eagle’s lodge, 225 highway 1 w.

music
• master class with dweezil Zappa, 2 p.m., englert, 221 e. wash-
ington
• Quietdrive, with final alibi, exit, emergency, 6 p.m., Yacht club
• Zappa Plays Zappa, 8 p.m., englert
• dJ commando, vast horizonz, 9 p.m., Blue moose
• the feralings, with John waite, 9 p.m., mill
• aaron Kamm & one drops, with dylan sires and neighbors, 10 
p.m., Yacht club
• wild Belle with trouble lights, Guilty is the Bear, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

words
• shambaugh house reading series, 5 p.m., shambaugh house
• “live from Prairie lights,” doug trevor, fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie lights

film
• campus activities Board movie: After Earth, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 imu
• campus activities Board movie: The Bling Ring, 8 p.m. and 11 
p.m., imu iowa theater

theater
• The Last Days of Judas Iscariotjudas, dreamwell theater, 7:30 
p.m., unitarian universalist society, 10 s. Gilbert
• Venus in Fur, 7:30 p.m., riverside theater, 213 n. Gilbert

dance
• Ballroom and latin social dancing, 7:30 p.m., old Brick, 26 e. market

lectures
• english language discussion circle, 12 p.m., s126 Pappajohn 
Business Building

music
• lightning dust, 8 p.m., englert
• Karaoke, 9 p.m., mill
• free Bass dance Party, 9 p.m., Blue moose
• Zeta June cd release Party, with fire sale, half naked, 9 p.m., 
Yacht club
• sublime tribute with secondhand smoke, 10 p.m., Gabe’s 

words
• writing tailgate in the city of literature, 3 p.m., iowa city 
Public library meeting room a, 123 s. linn

film
• campus activities Board movie: After Earth, 5, 8, & 11 p.m., 348 imu
• campus activities Board movie: The Bling Ring, 5, 8, & 11 p.m., 
imu iowa theater

theater
• The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, dreamwell, 7:30 p.m., unitarian 
universalist society
• Venus in Fur, 7:30 p.m., riverside theater

lectures
• an hour with eckhart tolle, 4 p.m., iowa city Public library

music
• Piano sundays — Ksenia nosikova and studio, 1:30 p.m., old 
capitol senate chamber
• tJutJuna, with low forms, 9 p.m., Gabe’s

words
• iwP reading, sridala swami and oscar ranzo, 4 p.m., Prairie 
lights

film
• campus activities Board movie: After Earth, 5, 8, & 11 p.m., 348 imu

theater
• Venus in Fur, 7:30 p.m., riverside theater

dance
• reac dance, 6 p.m., eagle’s lodge

miscellaneous
• iowa city aerohawk 21st-annual air show, 1 p.m., aerohawks 
field

New Movies
oPeninG this weeKend

The Ultimate Life
The sequel to the award-winning The 
Ultimate Gift follows the life of Jason 
Stevens as his world starts to unravel. 
Jason is dealing with the pressure of 
running a foundation started by his 
grandfather, being sued by his family, 
and seeing his Alexia leave on a 
mission trip. But then Jason discovers 
the journal of his grandfather, and 
everything he loves is hanging in 
the balance as he tries to find the 
ultimate life.

Riddick
The third movie installment of the 
series stars the face of action films, 
Vin Diesel, who plays the role of 
Riddick. This antihero has been left 
to die on a foreign planet where 
he finds himself up against alien 
predators. When Riddick is forced to 
use a beacon, he alerts the bounty 
hunters he’s been running from 
because it’s his only way to escape.

c.a.B. movie

The Bling Ring
showtimes: 8 & 11 p.m. today and Friday. 5, 

8, & 11 p.m Saturday. 

Oscar-winning writer and director 
Sofia Coppola tells the story of 
a group of teenagers who are 
obsessed with the celebrity lifestyle. 
They start to break into celebrity 
homes in Los Angeles and steal 
designer clothes and possessions. 
The movie is based on the Vanity 
Fair article “The Suspects Wore 
Louboutins.”

Communicating more 
than suffering

By Isaac Hamlet
isaac-hamlet@uiowa.edu
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Zappa plays Zappa
Grammy-Award-winner Dweezil Zappa 

will bring his show “Zappa Plays Zappa” to 
the Englert stage this weekend.

The American rock guitarist and 
occasional actor hopes to use music as a tool 
to express his inner words while navigating 
through many geographic and musical 
territories.

His performance will begin at 8 p.m. 
Friday at the Englert Theater, 221 E. 
Washington St. Admission ranges from $25 
to $60.

“Zappa Plays Zappa” is an American 
tribute act that contains a collection of father 
Frank Zappa’s rock-oriented compositions 
from the 1960s to the ‘80s.

The band is devoted to playing the work 
of Dweezil Zappa’s legendary father and 
is celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
album Roxy & Elsewhere. The group will play 
the entire album from beginning to end at 
the concert.

In 2012, Zappa turned the “Zappa Plays 
Zappa” group into a six-piece band whose 
members are dedicated to preserving the 
music of his father.

Megan Zappa, the wife of Zappa, said he 
is very proud of his father’s music and works 
tirelessly to keep it alive.

“Dweezil is a very driven and determined 
man who is sensible, kind, level-headed, 
intelligent and down-to-earth,” she said. “He 
is also a dedicated father himself.”

Before the concert, Zappa will host a 
sold-out master class at 2 p.m., also in the 
Englert.

In the class, musicians can learn guitar 
techniques and Zappa’s motto of “Learn 
and Destroy” to destroy the boundaries that 
confine music creativity.

— by siqi Wang

ReaDING

“Live from Prairie Lights”: Douglas 
Trevor, reading from the new novel 
Girls I Know

When: 7 p.m. Friday
Where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque
Admission: Free

PuBLIcITy

Go to 
DaIlyIoWaN.com
to read an excerpt from 
Douglas Trevor’s novel 

Girls I Know
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Ayy, Mami.
Just in case I ended up 

on the wrong side of the 
Pedestrian Mall, I felt as 
if a new late-night food 
venue would be a good 
idea to locate.

I feel that this weekend 
will be spent with more 
time in the established 
bars of Iowa City, but 
for those of you avoiding 
that scene (for obvious 

reasons), Mami’s, 221 S. 
Gilbert St., is the per-
fect location for a pit stop 
on that long walk back 
home. 

Even if you are choos-
ing the licensed option, 
the new addition to the 
cultural corner of Iowa 
City can be found in east-
ern downtown.

Sometimes, you just 
never know where you’ll 
end up. Last time I 
walked by Mami’s, I was 
more focused on getting 
to a South Gilbert pizza 
place, but the new estab-
lishment in Iowa City still 
caught a large amount of 
attention from my peers 
(and partners in crime). 

After being asked if I 
had tried it for the hun-

dredth time, I figured it 
was worth a shot. 

The few people who 
said they had gone there 
had only positive things 
to say about the food. 
Plus, it is a new option 
on fast Mexican food — I 
know some of the older 
students were getting 
tired of P or C.

So, giving it a shot, I 
went over to Mami’s for 
a taste of what this new 
venue had to offer.

Just walking in, you 
can see that a hole-in-
the-wall restaurant is a 
pretty apt description. 
There were three seats 
for customers to come in 
and eat. 

Maybe more of a to-go 
restaurant, but I decided 
to take a seat and enjoy 
my burrito.

I imagine that is the 
key menu option, but the 
quesadillas looked pretty 
good, too. 

First comment, go with 
the flour tortillas. The to-
mato-basil tortillas are 
delicious in a wrap, but 
I don’t feel like a burrito 
fits that criterion.

I ordered the shredded 
chicken with black beans, 
rice, lettuce, avocado, 
cheese, and sour cream 
on the tomato-basil tor-
tilla. All of the typical 
ingredients for a burrito 
bar can be found here. 

The worst part about it 
was probably the toma-
to-basil tortilla. On the oth-
er hand, having the option 
was surprising enough. I’ll 
have to go back and try it 
again with the flour torti-
lla.

Outside of the steak, 
all the meats are shred-
ded or ground. Not the 
most appealing appear-
ance, but it makes for an 
interesting texture as the 
rest of the burrito gives 
an authentic Mexican 
taste. 

Sometimes, the geo-
metric cuts of meat found 
at other venues feel a 

little … processed. That 
isn’t the case here.

When my laziness or de-
mands to be catered to are 
at an all-time high, I need 
some special treatment. 

The three chairs were 

my front row seat to a mas-
sive TV playing a personal 
favorite, “The Office.”

But when that’s not 
enough, I’ll just call and 
have it delivered to me at 
3 a.m.
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Beaver’s Night Out  

Ayy Mami’s— late-night burritos

By BeN verhille
benjamin-verhille@uiowa.edu

Chicken Burrito: Tomato Basil Tortilla with shredded chicken, black beans, rice, lettuce, 
avocado, cheese, and sour cream. (The Daily Iowan/ BV)

“Sometimes, you just never know where you’ll 
end up.”

- Ben Verhille

Mami’s authentic
•Hours and Delivery
-Monday-Wednesday: 11 a.m. 
-12 a.m. 
- Thursday-Sunday: 11 a.m. - 3 
a.m. 
•Phone #: 319-354-6264
•Address: 221 S. Gilbert St.
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But Schintler said this 
year’s harvest is proba-
bly the largest she’s seen 
since the orchard opened 
in 1980, which has in-
creased activity to the or-
chard, even in the slower 
pre-fall part of the season.

“A lot of people don’t 
think about apples until 
the weather’s cooler, [but] 
there are so many vari-
eties that the season has 
extended,” said Schintler, 
citing late-summer apple 
varieties such as Jona-
than and Yellow Delicious. 
“People will come out and 
say, ‘I never knew these 
apples were out here.’ It’s 
a matter of education.”

The word reached Amy 
and Phil Gorham, who 
spent Labor Day picking 
apples and drinking ap-
ple-cider slushies with 
their young children.

“It’s a nice way to enjoy 
the weather and gets the 
kids excited to eat fruit,” 
Amy Gorham said. “It’s 
different from the typical 
playground.”

University of Iowa 
graduate students Lau-
ra Kuhlman and Michael 
Ratter said they also 
found the orchard to be a 

refreshing summer date 
spot and a source for ap-
ple-pie ingredients.

“It’s something new and 
kind of apart from down-
town, which can be stress-
ful,” Ratter said.

Though Wilson’s apples 
are sold by local retail-
ers such as New Pioneer 
Co-op and now Hy-Vee, 
orchard employee and 
marketer Katie Goering 
said there are perks to 
purchasing the product 
at its source, and not just 
because the orchard offers 
a whopping 10 varieties 
of apples per week and a 
plethora of activities.

“It’s about wanting 

their kids to know where 
the food comes from,” she 
said.

And though Wilson’s 
programming goes be-
yond just picking an ap-
ple off a tree, Schintler 
said, the orchard attracts 
thousands every weekend 
with the simple allure of a 
local, fresh experience.

“Iowa’s a state with a 
history of farming,” she 
said. “There’s an empha-
sis on agriculture, and 
many of the older people 
identify with childhood 
memories of the farm,” 
she said. “It’s a way to get 
away from town and back 
to nature.”

wilson’s
Continued from 1b

Jordan edmundson picks apples at Wilson’s orchard on tuesday. Wilson’s orchard grows 
130 different types of apples. (the daily iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)

Jacob Goering, the manager of Wilson’s orchard, helps unload apples from the back of the truck on tuesday. (the daily iowan/Juan 
Carlos Herrera)

‘it’s something new and kind of apart from 
downtown, which can be stressful.’

– michael ratter, ui grad student



Plunged into darkness 
and silence as the lights 
cut out and the air condi-
tioner stopped whirling, 
Riverside Theater seemed 
to be an ominous place. 

Huge, dim, and empty, 
the theater, 213 N. Gilbert 
St., hardly seemed a place 
that would open a new 
show in a matter of days.

With the snapping of a 
power line slightly before 
noon on Aug. 30, the cast 
and crew of the Riverside 
Theater production of Ve-
nus in Fur were given an 
unexpected break before 
the opening at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday; the run will con-
tinue through Sept. 29 
with a final matinée.

The cast used the down 
time to discuss the show 
that they have been work-
ing on.

“It’s a very sexy comedy,” 
said director Sean Chris-
topher Lewis. “It’s adapted 
from a very racy novel that 
created an uproar when it 
was published in the 19th 
century.”

The play, by David Ives, 
has only two characters, 
actress Vanda and play-
wright/director Thomas. 

Responding very late to 
the casting call for the lead 
actress in the new play Ve-
nus in Fur, Vanda insists 
on being given the oppor-
tunity to audition and ends 
up surprising Thomas and 
being more than she seems 
at first glance.

“Vanda is seemingly a 
mess when you first meet 
her — stressed out, dis-
combobulated, wild,” said 
Saffron Henke, the actor 
playing Vanda.

Further into the produc-
tion, more about Vanda is 
revealed, and it is possible 
to begin understanding 
the complex character.

“As the play goes on, you 
realize [Vanda] has her ul-
terior motives for coming 
to this audition,” Lewis 
said. “[Vanda and Thomas] 
do some pretty detestable 
things. [Thomas] has de-
sires he’s never tried to 
speak, so the way he goes 
about trying to fulfill these 
are deplorable.”

“Deplorable” is not a 
word most people would 
want used to describe 
themselves, so it may 
seem odd that Jess Prich-
ard, the actor playing 
Thomas, described playing 
the character as “fun.”

“I think, as an actor, 
it’s your responsibility to 
do what your character 
does without judging it,” 
he said. “One of the fun 
things about being an ac-
tor is getting to explore 
aspects of yourself that 
you wouldn’t get to in your 
life outside acting and 
then getting to share that 
with an audience who can 
see those aspects in them-
selves.”

Prichard believes every-
one can relate to the show 

and see facets of them-
selves in the characters he 
and Henke portray.

“This show can be appre-
ciated by people 18 to 80, 
especially people who are 
dating right now,” Prich-
ard said. “They can have a 
lot of fun watching people 
work through male-female 
dynamics without having 
to struggle through them 
themselves.”

Lewis believes that au-
diences will be riveted by 
the dynamic between the 
two characters.

“Human beings are kind 
of fascinating,” he said. 
“For some reason, when 
we get on stage, it’s harder 
to remember the unpre-
dictability. Drama exists 
in the miscommunications 
and the struggle to be on 
the same page. [Vanda and 
Thomas] will show us a 
lot of miscommunications 
that go on around seduc-
tions or failed seductions.”

With audiences watch-
ing that struggle play out 
on stage, laced with mis-
communications, Lewis 
hopes the play will fill 
them with awe and under-
standing. 

“It’s about empathy,” he 

said. “I don’t care if you 
relate to the sexiness, but 
you can relate to having a 
secret or being ashamed.”

Henke recalls being im-
mediately interested in 
the script for several rea-
sons, including how much 
she could relate to it.

“I was drawn to the 
script because it’s a great 
part for a woman — the 
subject matter is deep and 
exciting, and the play is a 
comedy, a drama and has 
everything in between,” 
she said. “I think the show 
gives the audience lots to 
think, feel, and talk about. 
It’s an exciting play and a 
wild ride.”

The audience will cer-
tainly have plenty to think 
about when considering 
what Prichard describes 
as “The real question: 
What is love to you?”
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Venus on the half-fur opens at Riverside
By Justus Flair
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

tHEatEr
Venus in Fur
• When: 7:30 p.m. Friday through 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Sept. 8. 
The show will continue through 
Sept. 29.
• Where: Riverside Theater, 213 
N. Gilbert
• Admission: Range from $15 
to $30

Actors Jess Prichard and Saffron Henke perform in Sean Christopher Lewis’ adaptation of the play Venus in Fur, by David Ives, at Riverside Theater on Tuesday. Venus in Fur is an adaptation of the 19th-century novel Venus in Furs. 
(The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)
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Dessa to address the 
Mill 

Dessa is a poet, an author, a 
rapper, a singer, an educator, a 
streetwise philosopher, and an 
overall artist with a powerful voice 
(on and off the page) and dexterity 
for nailing the right notes among all 
things stylishly literary.  

Proudly hailing from Minneapolis 
and representing one-seventh of 
massive-sounding indie hip-hop 
(with “punk in the muck”) conglom-
erate Doomtree, Dessa will bring her 
raw verses and commanding stage 
presence to the Mill, 120 E. Burling-
ton St., at 9 p.m. today. Admission 
is $12.

Since July, Dessa has been tour-
ing the release of her new album, 
Parts of Speech, which has gathered 
impressive reviews from critics 
as well as a play from the highly 
particular NPR podcast “All Songs 
Considered.”

Parts of Speech is Dessa’s third 
studio album following Castor, the 
Twin (2011) and A Badly Broken Code 
(2010).  

Dessa has a natural, fluid, incandes-
cent ability to seamlessly juxtapose 
the raw and brash candor hip-hop de-
mands with delicate, thoughtful, and 

pathos-loaded tracks — a seemingly 
innate skill she’s been successful with 
throughout her career.  

Eluding genre classification, she is 
capable of using her voice as a vehicle 
in generating vivid illustrations, 
making her style accessible for the 
hip-hop heads of the coasts to the 
easy listening adult crowds to the lit 

buffs in Iowa City.
Dessa has a BA in Philosophy from 

the University of Minnesota and has 
taught literature and creative writing 
at the collegiate level. She is also the 
author of Spiral Bound, a collection of 
short essays and poetry.

— by Michael Croce

ARts & EntERtAinMEnt 

Margret Wander, “Dessa Darling” 
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