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County 
to vote on 
SEATS $$

Neil deGrasse Tyson packs the IMU

Witnessing a tragedy
Individuals in Boston 
with ties to the UI and 
Iowa City community 
share experiences 
and reactions to the 
Boston Marathon 
bombing Monday.

By Daily iowan staff
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Justin Hattan

Justin Hattan stood a few hundred 
yards from the finish line surrounded 
by family members as he watched his 
father complete his first Boston Mar-
athon.

Right when it seemed his dad 
was poised to cross the finish line, 
they heard the deafening blast.

He said the scene was immedi-
ately chaotic. Those around him 
thought it was some sort of riot.

“We saw people scrambling out 
of the area and police exiting peo-
ple out of the area,” said Hattan, 
a 35-year-old 2003 graduate of the 
University of Iowa College of Law. 
“My dad was almost at the finish 
line, so he was right there when it 
happened.”

The runners were diverted from 
the finish line, so Hattan said he 
and his family spent a “chaotic” and 
“nerve-racking” two hours walking 
around the city trying to gather in-
formation and locate his father.

They made it to an area where a 
large group of family members were 
sitting together and waiting for the 
runners return.

Finally, the runners started to 
trickle in — his father was with 
them. 

Cold and sore, Hattan’s father 
told them he had been right at the 
finish line for the first explosion 
and had witnessed some of the af-
termath.

sEE local accounts, 3

By nick Hassett
nicholas-hassett@uiowa.edu

With the funding sources for the 
countywide para-transit service 
SEATS still unclear, officials said tight 
budgets might force cuts to some as-
pects of the program.

The Johnson County 
supervisors will vote on 
a proposed $200,000 
contribution to the SEATS 
service.

sEE seats, 5

By cassiDy Riley
cassidy-riley@uiowa.edu 

Neil deGrasse Tyson, an astro-
physicist who has made media 
appearances ranging from “The 
Colbert Report” to PBS, spoke to a 
packed crowd Monday night at the 
IMU.

People from all over the state 
waited in a line that stretched from 
the IMU past the Iowa Advanced 
Technology Labs along the river to 
see Tyson’s lecture.

Tyson studied physics at Harvard 
and received a Ph.D. in astrophysics 
from Columbia in 1991. He has writ-
ten numerous books on astronomy 

The astrophysicist visited 
campus Monday and spoke 
about space exploration, 
among other topics.

sEE tyson, 5

JiMMy Golen
By Associated Press

BOSTON  — Two bombs exploded 
in the crowded streets near the finish 
line of the Boston Marathon on Monday, 
killing at least three people and injur-
ing more than 140 in a bloody scene of 
shattered glass and severed limbs that 
raised alarms that terrorists might 
have struck again in the U.S.

A White House official speaking on 
the condition of anonymity because the 
investigation was still unfolding said 
the attack was being treated as an act 
of terrorism.

President Obama vowed that those 

responsible will “feel the full weight of 
justice.”

As many as two unexploded bombs 
were also found near the end of the 
26.2-mile course as part of what ap-
peared to be a well-coordinated attack, 
but they were safely disarmed, accord-
ing to a senior U.S. intelligence official, 
who also spoke on the condition of an-
onymity because of the continuing in-
vestigation.

The fiery twin blasts took place 
about 10 seconds and about 100 yards 
apart, knocking spectators and at 
least one runner off their feet, shat-
tering windows and sending dense 
plumes of smoke rising over the street 

and through the fluttering national 
flags lining the route. Blood stained 
the pavement, and huge shards were 
missing from window panes as high as 
three stories.

As the FBI took charge of the in-
vestigation, authorities shed no light 
on a motive or who may have carried 
out the bombings, and police said they 
had no suspects in custody. Officials in 
Washington said there was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility.

Police said three people were killed. 
An 8-year-old boy was among the dead, 
according to a person who talked to a 
friend of the family and spoke on the 
condition of anonymity.

‘We still don’t know who did this or why. Make no mistake: We will get to 
the bottom of this.’

 — President Obama

Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson speaks during the 2012-2013 Distinguished Lecture in the IMU Main 
Lounge on Monday. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)

Medical workers aid injured people near the finish line of the Boston Marathon following an explosion in Boston on Monday. (Associated Press/Charles Krupa)
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“[We were] happy and 
relieved to find him,” 
Hattan said. “There were 
high-fives all around.”

Katie Monson & Kyle 
Siefers

The 2013 Boston Mara-
thon was far from a typi-
cal race for UI graduate 
student Kyle Siefers.

The 24-year-old Iowa 
City native continual-
ly trains for endurance 
events, and he spent 
around 2½ months pre-
paring for Monday’s test.

But Siefers said he felt 
sick as the Marathon ap-
proached and received 
medical attention for ap-
proximately 20 minutes 
after he crossed the fin-
ish line. When he finally 
began to recover, Siefers 
started toward the spot 
where he was supposed to 
meet his friend and fellow 
Iowa City native Katie 
Monson.

“I was waiting there, on 
a street corner, when the 
first explosion went off,” 
Siefers said. “It was silent 
for 10 seconds … there was 
no immediate response in 
the area.”

Twenty seconds later, 
the second explosion rat-
tled the streets.

“People started getting 
freaked out, but nothing 
was visible from my loca-
tion,” Siefers said. “You 
could feel the streets rum-
ble. It was like a small 
earthquake.”

Monson — who studies 
international security at 
Tufts University in Boston 
— became worried after 
she knew Siefers crossed 
the finish line but couldn’t 
seen him. She walked to 
the medical tent, where 
she stood a block from the 
first explosion.

“There were debris in 
the air — smoke, dust, 
and dirt,” said Monson, 22. 
“When that happened, a 
lot of people who weren’t 
familiar with the Mara-
thon thought it was a tra-
ditional cannon.”

When the second bomb 
went off, Monson said, she 
knew it was an attack. 
Based on experience as 
an intern for the Penta-
gon, Monson was afraid 
the bomb took place in the 
subway. She texted her 
mother and tried to calm 
those around her.

Monson finally reunited 
with Siefers and the pair 
immediately left the city, 
fearful of another attack. 
The drive back to Mon-
son’s house usually lasts 
10 minutes, she said. On 
Monday, the journey took 
three hours.

“Everyone, all of the vol-
unteers, Bostonians love 
the Marathon,” Monson 
said. “The people I saw 
were extremely profes-
sional. No one could have 
seen this coming. None 
of them were trained for 
this.

“Iowans pride them-
selves on being friendly 
and helpful. I was proud of 
my adopted city of Boston 
for adopting that today.”

Danielle Berndt

Twenty minutes after 
Danielle Berndt crossed 
the finish line of her first 
Boston Marathon, she 
heard the booming explo-
sion.

“Everybody stopped 
and got quiet for a second. 
‘Whoa. What was that?’” 
said Berndt, a 2012 UI 
graduate. “We thought it 
was an explosion, but then 
we thought maybe some 
construction equipment 
had fallen. We didn’t want 
to think that it was [an ex-
plosion.]”

Berndt was walking to-
ward the subway at that 
point with her friend who 
had ran with her, her boy-
friend, and her friend’s 
husband.

The 22-year-old Minne-
sota native and former Io-
wa track runner said they 
were unsure about what 
the noise was until they 

saw a Boston police offi-
cer get a call on his radio, 
pause, then sprint back to-
ward the finish line.

“We knew it was some-
thing bad,” she said.

At their hotel, watching 
news footage, the group 
realized that Berndt’s 
boyfriend and her friend’s 
husband had been watch-
ing them run from the 
area of the first explosion 
only 20 minutes before it 
detonated.

Berndt said that re-
alization made her “feel 
lucky we weren’t affected.”

“Right when it hap-
pened … the first thought 
on my mind is terrorism, 
but I didn’t want to go 
there. And then, ‘Well, 
what else could it be?’” 
she said.

Mark Hanson

Mark Hanson finished 
the Boston Marathon Mon-
day afternoon roughly 40 
minutes before he heard 
the first blast.

“As I was exiting [after 
getting through the crowd], 
I heard this blast and a 
couple of us runners looked 
at each other,” he said. “We 
thought it must be a blast 
from a construction site.”

Hanson attended the 
University of Iowa and re-
ceived a doctorate from the 
Illinois College of Optome-
try in 1979. He is one of the 
founding partners of Eye 
Care of Iowa. 

After arriving at his ho-
tel, he noticed his phone 
had more than 60 text 
messages plus missed calls 
and emails; however, he 
said, he didn’t think much 
of it. 

“Then my son called me 

up and said, ‘Are you OK, 
Dad,’ and I said, ‘Why is ev-
eryone asking me?’ ” he said. 
“I had no idea [what had 
happened] but there were 
tons of sirens going off and 
helicopters going off over-
head … even right now.” 

Melanie Holman

Iowa City native Mela-
nie Holman was back in 
her hotel room when she 
heard what she thought 
was a dump truck making 
noise outside. 

The 20-year-old Iowa 
State University junior 
finished the Boston Mar-
athon around 30 minutes 
beforehand, and a friend 
came upstairs to tell her 
that what they had heard 
was an explosion.

Holman said the hotel 
was only a mile from the 
finish line, so they could 
see police and rescue work-
ers blocking off the roads.

“I am scared that there 
could be other bombs 
throughout the city,” she 
said in an email. “It defi-
nitely affects my outlook 
on terrorist attacks, be-
cause it can happen near 
anyone.”

Evelyn Lau

On her day off from 
working as web editor for 
The Boston Herald, 2010 
UI graduate Evelyn Lau 
said she was toying with 
the idea of watching the 
Boston Marathon. At the 
last minute, she decided 
not to. It wasn’t long be-
fore she heard the “shock-
ing news.”

“It just felt really sur-
real something like this 
could happen to Boston,” 

the former Daily Iowan 
staffer said in a Facebook 
message. “Not to say that 
Boston is an invincible 
place, but Marathon Mon-
day is such a huge deal 
around here.”

She brought her young-
er sister to a pizza place 
around 5 p.m. Lau said the 
restaurant was filled with 
people, barely talking, 
eyes glued to the TV sets, 
blaring the news on high 
volume.

“I was afraid, to be hon-
est,” the 25-year-old said. 
“There was a lot of news 
floating around on social 
media and the idea that 
someone could have plant-
ed more bombs around 
the city was a frightening 
thought. But I do know 
Boston is a tough city and 
will bounce back from 
this.”

Lau said she passed by 
a bookstore in Brookline 
just outside Boston. A sign 
outside on the sidewalk 
read in big green letters: 
“Boston, we love you. Stay 
strong, stay safe.”

LocaL 
accouNtS
ConTInueD from 1

A sign of encouragement stands outside the bookstore Brookline Book-
smith just outside Boston on Monday. UI alumna Evelyn Lau, who works 
in Boston, took the photo following the fatal Boston Marathon bombing. 
(Contributed photo)

Go to dAILyIowAn.CoM for  
MorE storIEs froM Boston.
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The Daily Iowan

editorial

There’s this obnoxious 
radio ad (yeah, I know — 
only one?) on commercial 
radio featuring an obnox-
ious (not to use that word 
again or anything, but 
some days you discover 
you’re overdrawn at the 
word bank) woman with 
an extraordinary conde-
scending voice who says 
something along the lines 
of, “Did you know children 
born in the winter are 
more talented at music?” 
And the other two in the 
commercial agree — “Oh, 
yeah, I knew that.” It’s an 
Ad Council commercial.

Except that it’s false. 
The winter thing, I mean. 

I looked it up. (Yeah, I 
know, that’s what you’re 
supposed to do when your 
mind says, “Wait minute 
— really?” That’s what 
you’re supposed to do —
look it up — but so few do 
these days. See the whole 
“Obamaphone” malarkey.)

OK, musicians born in 
winter — Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Schubert, 
Mendelssohn, Max Roach, 
Tony Williams, Bob Mar-
ley, and Philip Glass were 
born in the winter, which, 
I admit, is a pretty good 
start for winter. Winter 
gets the early innings 
here.

But Brahms, Vival-
di, Debussey, Ravel, 
Robert Johnson, Eric 
Satie, George Gershwin, 
Tchaikovsky, Art Tatum, 
Buddy Bolden (the 
inventor of jazz), Louis 
Armstrong, King Sunny 
Adé, John Cage, John 
Coltrane, Charlie Parker, 
Thelonious Monk, Miles 
Davis, Bill Evans, Keith 
Jarrett, Mississippi John 
Hurt, Sonny Rollins, and 
Bob Dylan were all born 
in the spring, summer, or 
early fall. (Two of the best 
musicians I happen to 
know — Greg Brown and 
David Moore — are both 
born in July.)

I didn’t include Joni 
Mitchell, who, at Nov. 7, is 
kind of on the borderline, 
depending on where you 
live. Last I heard, she 
lived outside of Malibu, 
Calif., but she comes from 
Saskatchewan. (“Sweet 
Bird” is one of her best 
songs, by the way. “Out on 
some borderline / Some 
mark of in between / I lay 
down golden in time / And 
woke up vanishing.”)

Meanwhile, speaking 
of false things, back at 

Obamaphone (not that we 
were there or anything) 
— everything Republicans 
say about it is wrong. 
It’s a return to the whole 
birth-certificate thing, 
about which Republicans 
knew nothing, but that 
didn’t prevent them from 
discussing it, and its sup-
posed falsity, for years and 
years. Ignorance is bliss, 
the Republicans have 
adopted as a mantra.

The so-called Obama-
phone is a 28-year-old 
federal program (it started 
under President Reagan) 
that gives low-income 
people discounts on phone 
service. Under President 
George W. Bush, the 
program was expanded to 
include cell-phone service. 
So for Republicans to 
contend that the program 
is somehow a creation of 
Obama is about as true as 
claiming kids born in the 
winter are more adept at 
music. 

Then there’s former 
British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, who 
passed away recently. Not 
to speak ill of the dead. 
But.

As Jon Anderson of The 
New Yorker (April 10) 
points out: “In a trib-
ute Monday, President 
Obama said Margaret 
Thatcher had been “one 
of the great champions of 
freedom and liberty.”

Here’s what I remem-
ber about the “Iron Lady” 
— praising the neo-fas-
cist dictator Augusto 
Pinochet for “returning 
democracy” to Chile, 
when, in reality, it was 
180 degrees the opposite: 
He had overthrown (with 
the help of the CIA and 
ITT) a democratically 
elected Salvador Allende 
and instituted a dicta-
torship that rounded up, 
killed, or imprisoned so 
many of the people who 
his security forces sus-
pected — suspected — of 
being leftists or opposi-
tion members.

If that’s “returning de-
mocracy,” I can fly to the 
Moon by flapping my el-
bows. (Which would save 
NASA a lot of moolah but 
probably leave me need-
ing Tommy John surgery.)

(I wrote this on April 
12. Monday afternoon, 
news of the tragedy at 
the finish line of the 

Boston Marathon came 
in, and in the face of that, 
everything I wrote seems 
ridiculous, even if true. 
President Obama is right; 
on a day such as this, 
there are no Democrats 
or Republicans. My heart, 
and my hopes, go out to 
the victims and the fami-
lies of the victims. Often, 
events demonstrate to 
one how miniscule one’s 
concerns are.)

Borderlines

Monday was arguably the least-antic-
ipated day of the year: tax day. It’s 
understandable. Few particularly 

enjoy seeing their hard-earned money being 
siphoned off into the deep, dark abyss of the 
governmental bureaucracy, but it’s an abso-
lute necessity. From the police to infrastruc-
ture to food stamps to public schools and so 
much more, taxes generally serve as the gov-
ernment’s primary revenue stream.

However, the collection of taxes is poorly 
enforced. And simply put, they’re too low. But 
that’s not what most Americans would tell 
you.

A Gallup Poll released Monday found around 
50 percent of all Americans believe their taxes 
are too high, approximately 45 percent believe 
taxes are about right, and a strikingly tiny 2 
percent think their taxes are too low.

While the top federal income-tax bracket is 
39.6 percent, the average middle-income fami-
ly of four paid a mere 5.3 percent, according to 
an analysis by the Urban-Brookings Tax Pol-
icy Center. 

Considering what turns out to be extremely 
weak tax revenue, is it any surprise that the 
IRS estimated that the tax gap for 2006 was 
$450 billion? Worse yet, this agency is poorly 
equipped to even carry out the enforcement 
and collection of taxes.

A report by the Treasury Inspector General 
for Tax Administration said, “Overall, budget 
cuts left the IRS with 5,000 fewer employees 
for the 2012 filing season compared with the 
previous filing season, even as the number of 
tax returns it processed continued to rise and 
the number of identity-theft fraud cases the 
IRS worked soared.”

These anemic revenues aren’t going without 
consequence. They’re hitting everyone from 
government agencies to public-university stu-
dents to the IRS itself.

According to a policy brief from the Iowa Fis-
cal Partnership, inflation-adjusted appropria-
tions to Iowa’s three state universities have 
fallen by 40 percent between fiscal 2000 and 

2011. Over this same period, data from the 
University of Iowa Registrar’s Office, when 
adjusted for inflation, show that in-state and 
out-of-state tuition for students enrolled as 
undergraduates in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and the Carver College of Med-
icine rose by around 70 percent. Most alarm-
ingly, for in-state students in the College of 
Nursing and College of Law, tuition has grown 
by 128 and 155 percent, respectively.

The government can’t receive all the blame 
for ballooning tuition, but the large role it 
plays in funding state universities is unde-
niable. Not only is a lack of funding hurting 
university students, it’s also impairing the 
Iowa Department of Transportation’s ability 
to maintain roads and bridges. 

“Flat revenue streams compounded by grow-
ing construction costs have reduced our buy-
ing power,” Stuart Anderson, director of the 
planning, programs, and modal division at the 
Iowa DOT, has previously told The Daily Io-
wan.

The Governor’s Transportation 2020 Citizen 
Advisory Commission Report and Recommen-
dations reported that the Iowa DOT faces an 
annual shortfall of $1.6 billion for taking care 
of Iowa’s road system. The most concrete, sub-
stantial recommendations all include increas-
ing fees or taxes in one form or another.

We do not endorse raising taxes to blindly 
throw money at government initiatives, but 
we do feel that debt-reduction strategies that 
rely solely on cutting funds to essential ser-
vices such as public universities, improving 
roads, and especially imposing budget cuts 
on an already struggling IRS are not only 
short-sighted but unequivocally idiotic. 

We, like most Americans don’t like paying 
taxes, but we recognize that these are abso-
lutely necessary to a functioning government 
and are something we cannot go without.

Your turn.��
Do you think there should be higher taxes for everyone?

Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

Taxes are ugly but need raising
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letters to the editor
Can’t happen here?

The notion that the Rutgers 
basketball abuse scandal can’t 
happen here is misguided, at best. 
Or maybe I’m missing something 
in the way that Fran McCaffery 
screams at his players during 
games. The Athletics Department 
has even promoted this rage-
based behavior on the backs of 
city buses with with a “Get Mad 
with Fran” marketing campaign. 

With Rutgers’ unfortunate 
experience in mind, we are clearly 
sending more than one message 
to the greater Hawkeye communi-
ty. More to the point, if I screamed 
at my students in class like that, it 
wouldn’t matter which tournament 

I got them into.
Ironically, the DI’s story report-

ing the administration’s denial 
that this problem could happen 
here at Iowa (“No ‘Rutgers’ at 
Iowa,” DI, April 12) ran above 
Steve Alford’s apology for ignoring 
an extreme version of the same 
problem a few years ago. 

So, with all due respect to the 
UI Presidential Committee on 
Athletics, I disagree that “what 
happened at Rutgers wouldn’t 
happen here.’ We should know 
better.

Frank durham 
Associate�Professor�

School�of�Journalism�and�Mass�
Communication�

Member,�Faculty�Senate

artwork benched  
  
    Last September, I had the 
honor to give something 
beautiful to Iowa City. I turned 
a dirty wooden bench into 
a piece of art. I spent days 
sketching and re-sketching 
ideas, trying to find the 
perfect image, looking for 
something that I knew the 
downtown needed. I decided 
on a time machine, because 
who doesn’t need one? I spent 
three days painstakingly 
sanding, priming, tracing, 
painting, repainting, and filling 
in the details because I wanted 
it to be perfect.
   Not even eight months 

later, my time machine has 
been destroyed, a gash ripped 
across the clock face and paint 
chips scattering the sidewalk.

I understand that revital-
ization is necessary. I have 
seen the benches that haven’t 
weathered well. But many of 
them, like mine, were still as 
good as new. Is this really a 
wise way to spend $10,000 
each year? Wouldn’t it be more 
logical to redo the benches 
that need a face-lift, paint the 
unpainted benches, and let the 
gifts from Iowa City’s artists 
stand as long as the paint 
lasts?

sarah Marie kosch 
Iowa�City�resident

DI as a glass 
cathedral

I got a chuckle out of reading 
Ben Evans’ screed against this 
year’s UISG parties (“Sticky Situ-
ation,” DI, April 11).  Student gov-
ernment is an important thing, 
Evans says, but these TOGA and 
HOUSE kids are all about pranks 
and bar crawls, not about doing 
a good job of representation and 
governing. Boo on them.

I don’t necessarily disagree 
with this assessment of the 
parties and their antics, but 
for the DI to proclaim it from a 
high horse is hilarious.  Guess 
what other important student 
institution is poorly run by stu-

dents around here? The campus 
newspaper.  

Until the DI learns not to 
invent paraphrases and put 
quote marks around them, until 
it understands the difference 
between “breach” and “breech,” 
until it stops obsessively 
manufacturing alcohol-related 
stories and putting them on the 
front page, and stops introducing 
middle-school-level orthograph-
ical and punctuation errors by 
“editing for clarity,” it ought to 
point this particular finger at 
itself first. People in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones — and the 
DI is a regular Crystal Cathedral.

kyle oskvig 
UI�senior

The State Capitol is seen on April 2. (The Daily Iowan/Sarah Sebetka)



and space exploration. 
“I’m going to share 

with you what the world 
looks like though the lens 
of an astrophysicist,” Ty-
son said in an interview 
prior to the lecture. “And 
it looks very different.”

The event focused on a 
range of things from an 
asteroid headed toward 
Earth to other countries 
putting scientists on 
their currency. 

“I found it most in-
teresting that he’s very 
charismatic and he’s 
very funny and just fun 
to listen too,” UI junior 
David Koser said. 

Some students were 
disappointed that the fo-
cus was so broad and the 
asteroid was one of the 
few things related to as-
tronomy he talked about. 

“I think that was the 
only part where he talked 

about his work,” UI stu-
dent Nathen Bibler said.

UI senior Lauren Man-
cuso said she found the 
part of the lecture on 
the asteroid headed for 
Earth to be the most in-
teresting. 

“We think we live here, 
and we think we’re invin-
cible, but we’re not,” she 
said. “We think our only 
issues are interpersonal, 
but there are other issues 
we lose track of unless we 
have someone like him 
talk about them.” 

Tyson said he consid-
ers space exploration 
and scientific literacy 
to be important because 
such topics encourage 
wonder and imagination. 

“Many people who 
think of science litera-
cy, they make of a list 
of things they think you 
should know,” he said. “I 
have a different philoso-
phy toward science liter-
acy. What I try to teach 
people … is really to em-
brace curiosity.”

Tyson said what makes 
scientists scientists isn’t 
that they know a list of 
scientific facts, but rath-
er that when they hear 
an asteroid is headed for 
Earth, they want to fig-
ure out how to deflect it, 
not run from it. 

“[Curiosity is] beaten 
out of us by the time we 
get out of middle school. 
I try to reignite some 
sense of wonder,” he said. 
“[If you’re not wonder-
ing] you’re not fully em-
bracing all that it is to be 
alive. Because humans 
wonder.”

A huge part of educa-
tion is learning how to 
think and solve problems, 
Tyson said. That way, re-
gardless of a student’s fu-
ture career, they can han-
dle whatever job is made 
available to them. 

“If you go to school on-
ly to get a job — given 
that the job landscape 
shifts every three to five 
years — I think you are 
delusional,” he said. 

John Dockery-Jack-
son, a science teacher at 
Muscatine High School, 
brought the school’s sci-
ence club to hear Tyson 
speak Monday night. 

“His reasons [for pro-
moting space explora-
tion] are pretty com-
pelling,” he said. “If we 
know what’s happening 
out there, we can better 
understand what’s hap-
pening here.” 

UI student Gabriel 
Jardim said he was ex-
cited to see what Tyson 
had to say about space 
and space exploration 
but that he doesn’t think 
it should be the United 
States’ top priority. 

“I think it’s important 
to look at the humanities 
on Earth first,” he said. 
“But once we’re better as 
a species, it would be in-
teresting to grow out and 
go to other planets.” 

Tyson said he hears 
a lot of people say that 
problems on the ground 
should be addressed be-

fore space exploration is 
considered. 

“We’re a free, plural-
istic country,” he said. “I 
will never tell you who to 
vote for or what to think, 
[but I am] someone who 
will reveal to you the 
consequences of not go-
ing into space and once 
I share that with you it’s 
your decision.”

Tyson said solutions for 

some earthly problems 
might be in the cosmos.

“The universe has un-
limited sources of ener-
gy,” he said. “Yet, we are 
fighting each other to 
gain access to the ener-
gy buried in the sands. 
Space is a kind of fron-
tier where we know 
there are solutions that 
already exist and solu-
tions yet undreamed of.”

The Johnson County 
Task Force on Aging host-
ed a public forum and 
panel session on Monday 
at the Coralville Public 
Library, with representa-
tives from parties involved 
in SEATS at the panel.

Bob Welsh, the head of 
the Johnson County Task 
Force on Aging, said the 
service would remain, but 
the budget for the service 
may affect how it operates.

“SEATS is here to stay,” 
he said. “The concern has 
been finances and whether 
those will dictate the lev-
els of service.”

Welsh said that existing 
services currently exceed 

the requirements set forth 
by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, which re-
quires public-transit sys-
tems that provide a fixed-
route bus and rail service 
also provide a para-transit 
service for those with dis-
abilities.

Johnson County Supervi-
sor Janelle Rettig said the 
Board of Supervisors will 
vote today on a proposed 
$200,000 contribution to 
the SEATS program.

“The budget has gotten 
a little out of balance in 
what the county paid,” she 
said. “We can live with [a 
$200,000 contribution].”

In fiscal 2012, Johnson 
County provided $257,657 
in funding from the gen-
eral levy for para-transit 
services.

SEATS provides door-

to-door rides to individu-
als with disabilities, senior 
citizens, and other people 
in need of assistance ac-
cessing medical clinics, 
grocery stores, and other 
destinations.

Iowa City Mayor Matt 
Hayek said some cuts 
might be necessary for 
SEATS.

“We understand where 
we are, and we’ve made 
it clear that certain cuts 
likely have to occur for the 
program to remain sol-
vent,” he said. “The most 
obvious ones are [elimi-
nating] the half-fare and 
Sunday service.”

The standard cost for a 
one-way ride is $2 for any 
rural, Iowa City, or Univer-
sity Heights one-way trips 
and $1.50 for Coralville 
and North Liberty trips.  

Approximately 90 percent 
of SEATS riders meet the 
income qualifications for 
half fares, which cost $1 
for a one-way ride.

City staff previously 
estimated eliminating 
the half-fare would low-
er operational costs by 
$120,000, while eliminat-
ing the 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday service would save 
$68,000.

Welsh provided a bud-
get projection for the 
program, including the 
amounts from approved 
city and county budgets 
as well as projections of 
savings. Welsh estimates 
an additional $41,606 in 
funds will still be required 
for the service to continue 
functioning as it does cur-
rently.

And while Welsh be-

lieves the cities would be 
able to come up with that 
amount without cutting 
SEATS services, he hopes 
they take more than just 
finances into account.

“Personally, I hope the 
city and county decisions 
are made not just on fis-
cal matters but on quali-
ty-of-life issues,” he said

It was a sentiment 
echoed by those in atten-
dance at the forum, as 
many were SEATS riders 
themselves.

Iowa City resident and 
SEATS rider Harry Olm-
stead said the half-fares 
were vital for low-income 
SEATS riders.

“The half-fares are for 
people living at or below 
the poverty level,” he said. 
“Making SEATS cost $4 
round trip [for the normal 

fare] … if it was your bud-
get you’d understand it 
has quite an impact.”

Marybeth Gardam, 
a representative from 
the group Iowa Move To 
Amend, said Iowa gave 
too much to corporations 
instead of services for res-
idents.

“In the bigger picture, 
we’re nickel and diming 
human services,” she said. 
“We should put the money 
where real Iowans need 
it.”

Gardam hoped her mes-
sage to the county and 
cities would be especially 
clear with the deadline for 
IRS tax filing looming.

“This is tax day, we all 
pay taxes,” she said. “And 
we expect ours to go to 
friends and neighbors we 
know need these services.”

News
The Daily Iowan   •   Iowa City, Iowa   •  Tuesday, April 16, 2013   |   5

dailyiowan.com for more news

seats
ConTInueD from fronT

tysoN
ConTInueD from fronT

Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson signs a book following the 2012-2013 
Distinguished Lecture in the IMU Main Lounge on Monday. (The Daily 
Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)
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Local experts agree 
the use of cursive 
is declining, but it 
hangs on in Iowa 
City schools.
By BriaNNa Jett
brianna-jett@uiowa.edu

Pencils and pens 
could eventually be-
come obsolete in the 
face of newer technolo-
gy.

Every year, less and 
less time is spent teach-
ing children handwrit-
ing, especially cursive.

“It’s emphasized a lot 
less today than it was 
in the past,” said Ren-
ita Schmidt, a Univer-
sity of Iowa associate 
professor of teaching 
and learning. “Today, 
we have so many other 
devices. Some of those 
things are taking the 
place of writing.”

Children in the Iowa 
City School District 
still learn cursive, but 
it’s not a subject of fo-
cus.

“The amount of time 
spent in instruction 
is minimal compared 
with other curriculum 
taught, such as reading 
and mathematics,” said 
Pam Ehly, the director 
of curriculum in the 
School District. “How-
ever, we do believe that 
being able to print and 

write cursive are im-
portant skills.”

Ehly said cursive has 
been taught in Iowa 
City schools for the 
more than 30 years 
she’s been with the dis-
trict.

Although Pam Ries, 
a clinical associate 
professor and elemen-
tary-education coordi-
nator in the UI College 
of Education, agreed 
teachers spend less 
time on cursive, but 
does not think it will 
change very soon. 

Eventually, though, 
she predicts a shift 
away from handwriting 
altogether.

“I would not be terri-
bly surprised if cursive 
and even print went 
away,” she said.

She noted the fate of 
shorthand — what once 
was taught in schools 
is no longer needed. 
She said cursive hand-
writing could follow the 
same path.

“I think it’s becoming 
less important,” Ries 
said.  “Most people can 
type more quickly.”

Schmidt, however, 
does not believe that 
cursive will ever truly 
leave.

“I don’t think there is 
a chance it will die, be-
cause people won’t let it 
die,” she said. “I think 
beautiful handwriting 
is like art. And I think 

that’s why people feel 
sad about the decline of 
cursive.”

Cursive is taught for 
its benefits, though, not 
its beauty.

“In general, the need 
is based in the fact that 
connecting the letters 
permits the writer to 
write more quickly,” 
Ehly said. “There is 
a flow to the writing, 
rather than the inde-
pendent letters when 
printing occurs.”

Although cursive is 
touted as more effi-
cient, many people still 
choose printing.

“Printing is easier,” 
Schmidt said. “Printing 
is the first writing we 
do.”

Ries insisted that 
cursive requires prac-
tice to become easy and 
efficient. And without 
that, many people turn 
towards printing.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people have had enough 
practice,” she said.

Schmidt agreed that 
a lot of handwriting is 
declining, but also said 
it is also changing ev-
ery time someone picks 
up a pencil.

“Sort of what is hap-
pening is people are 
personalizing their 
handwriting,” she said. 
“A lot of people when 
they sign their name 
are still using a unique 
form of cursive.”

Cursive going way of dodo

The ICgovXpress 
smartphone app 
launched on 
Monday. 

By QueNtiN Misiag
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

With the help of 
the nearly $5,000 
city-sponsored smart-
phone app ICgovX-
press that launched 
Monday, Iowa City of-
ficials hope the all-too-
common after-party 
stress of cleaning up 
can be alleviated with 
instant communication 
between property own-
ers and renters.

The broader goal, 
they say, is to im-
prove upon neighbor-
hood-stabilization ef-
forts — a top priority 
under the current Iowa 
City Strategic Plan. 

Stan Laverman, 
Iowa City senior hous-
ing inspector, said the 
purpose of having Gov-
ernment Outreach of 
Pleasanton, Calif., de-

velop the app was to 
provide a convenient 
way for residents to 
communicate with the 
city while looking for 
an easier way to track 
complaints.

“We don’t have the 
staff to patrol neigh-
borhoods for code vi-
olations like small 
nuisances,” he said. 
“One of the things that 
happen is that people 
see something walking 
around, but they forget 
to report it. With this 
choice, you can do it 
24/7; you don’t have to 
go back to your house 
to make a call.”

The free app, avail-
able for Android, iP-
hone, and iPad, cou-
pled with a web-based 
version, allows resi-
dents to contact the 
city regarding nuisance 
control and general 
concerns such as yard 
debris, snow-covered 
sidewalks, uninhabited 
vehicles, over-occupan-
cy of apartment build-
ings, and graffiti.

Laverman said ap-

proximately 2,000 com-
plaints are made in 
Iowa City each year, 95 
percent of which occur 
in the residential areas. 
The two most commonly 
reported grievances are 
overgrown grass and 
weeds and snow remov-
al. Trash and debris fol-
low as the third-largest 
concern.  

“People who live in 
the neighborhood be-
come our eyes and 
ears,” said Doug Boo-
throy, the director of 
Iowa City Housing and 
Inspection Services. “As 
we move forward, we 
will fine-tune and make 
this more available and 
user friendly; it’s about 
choice, convenience, 
simplicity.”

Adam Bentley, ad-
ministrative assistant 
in the City Manager’s 
Office, starred in a pro-
motional video for IC-
govXpress as a dazed 
party-goer, who after a 
long, shenanigan-filled 
evening surrounded by 
copious amounts of red 
cups, a large refrigera-

tor, and trash cans ran-
domly placed in trees, 
offers viewers insight 
into the benefits of the 
application.

Public Access TV 
channel 18 provided 
the in-house video pro-
duction work for IC-
govXpress at no extra 
charge. 

As the application 
garners further popu-
larity, Bentley said, he 
anticipates an overall 
economic development 
boon to the surround-
ing area.

“I think the down-
town has a lot to ben-
efit from this,” he said. 
“Imagine our down-
town Ped Mall, the 
cleanliness and safety 
of the area. A lot of the 
customers downtown 
are also students, and 
they’re pretty apt to 
learning. It’s just as 
much about econom-
ic development as it 
is about neighborhood 
stabilization.” 

Iowa City utilizes new app

Another Iowa City 
business has expanded 
into a new downtown 
storefront. 

The women’s boutique 
Velvet Coat opened a 
new Pedestrian Mall lo-
cation on Monday, 118 E. 
College St., in the Moen 
Group’s Packing & Pro-
vision Co. Building. The 
store’s store hours will 
remain the same. 

Developer Marc Moen 
said the retailer’s new 
space is about 25 per-
cent larger than its for-
mer store, 105 E. Col-
lege St.

“The reason for Vel-
vet Coat’s move was 
because it needed more 
space, and we were able 
to provide the square 
footage it needed in 
the renovated space,” 
he said in an email. “It 
was a great way to keep 
it downtown.  At the 
same time, it opened up 
the retail space it had 

occupied, and another 
retailer has taken that 
space.”

To date, Moen said, 

well over $1.5 million 
has been spent on ren-
ovations of the Packing 
& Provision Co. Build-

ing in addition to the 
acquisition costs of the 
building. 

— by Quentin Misiag

Velvet Coat finds new digs

Clothing items hang on a rack in the new College Street location of the Velvet Coat on Monday. (The Daily Iowan/
Callie Mitchell)



Local cyclists will no 
longer have to leave the 
University of Iowa campus 
or lug around several tools 
in order to repair their bi-
cycles.

The UI Department of 
Parking and Transpor-
tation added two new bi-
cycle-repair stations last 
month.

Each station cost ap-
proximately $1,000. Both 
stations contain a va-
riety of tools, including 
wrenches, screwdrivers, 
and tire pumps. UI Park-
ing and Transportation 
officials tapped into their 
own funds to purchase the 
stations and decided to 
install them after the uni-
versity received an honor-
able mention as a Bicycle 
Friendly University from 
the League of American 
Bicyclists.

Officials added the 
stations for a variety of 
reasons, said Michelle 
Ribble, the commut-
er-program manager for 
Parking and Transpor-
tation. They planned the 
development of the sta-

tions for about a year.
“About a year and half 

ago, the department had 
been contacted, and the 
campus started toying 
around with the idea,” she 
said. “We went through 
campus planning and 
started weighing and eval-
uating the need for the 
stations.”

The first station was 
installed on March 21 out-
side the Becker Commu-
nication Studies Building. 
The second station was in-
stalled around a week lat-
er, on March 29, in parking 
ramp 4 at the UI Hospitals 
and Clinics.

“We tried to get a station 
on each side of the East Side 
and the West Side of cam-
pus so people have an equal 
opportunity,” Ribble said.

Cyclists expressed their 
gratitude for UI officials in 
providing them with a way 
to stay safe conveniently.

“It is really convenient 
and placed where a lot of 
people park their bikes,” 
said Mark Pooley, the 
president of the Bicycle 
Advocacy Committee at 
the UI.

George McCrory, the 
communications specialist 

in the UI Sustainability 
Office, said the repair sta-
tions fall in line with the 
university’s support for 
encouraging alternative 
transportation.

“One of the things that 
we encourage in the 2020 
goals is to reduce carbon 
impact of transportation,” 
he said. “That is why we 
encourage bicycle activi-
ties and things that sup-
port riders.”

Katherine Valde, the 
newly elected UI Student 
Government president 
who is developing a bike-
check program, believes 
the repair stations sup-
port biking as a transpor-
tation option on campus.

“The bike-check pro-
gram is new and in the 
early stages of develop-
ment after the election, 
and so we plan to seek 
out natural partnerships 
in order to develop the 
program to be most use-
ful for students,” she said. 
“I think if these stations 
prove to be successful 
that it would be great to 
have more.”

Parking and Transpor-
tation officials hope to 
add more stations in the 

future.
“We just wanted to start 

with two stations to see if 
people use them and if it’s 
what they need to fix their 
bike,” Ribble said. 

Pooley said cyclists are 
enthusiastic about the 
university’s support, espe-
cially in light of the univer-
sity’s honorable mention 
as a Bicycle Friendly Uni-
versity from the League of 
American Bicyclists.

“I think the stations 
demonstrates a commit-
ment from the university 

to help different modes of 
transportation,” he said. 
“The UI is receptive to the 

different ideas and listens 
to what cyclists have to 
say.”
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Bicycle-Repair 
Stations

Officials added two bicycle-re-
pair stations on each side of 
campus. Each station contains 
a variety of tools. The tools 
include:
• Phillips screwdriver
• Allen wrench
• Tire levers
• Tire pump
• Bicycle stand

Source: Michelle Ribble, commuter 

program manager for Parking and 

Transportation

Big Ten universities are 
seeing a decrease in Chi-
nese enrollment in gradu-
ate school, but officials ar-
en’t concerned.

An annual report by 
the Council of Graduate 
Schools released April 8 
said Chinese enrollment 
dropped 5 percent nation-
ally, but University of Iowa 
officials and several other 
Big Ten officials don’t plan 
to take action.

John Keller, the dean of 
the UI Graduate College, 
said he wasn’t really wor-
ried about the slight short-
term drop in enrollment.

“We tend to look at 
trends over a three-year 
period,” he said.

The 5 percent drop was 
the first decrease after 
seven years of double-dig-
it increases. Despite the 
decline in the number of 
Chinese applications, over-
all international student 
enrollment increased 1 
percent.

While Chinese enroll-
ment dipped, the report 
said applications grew by 
20 percent from India, the 
second-largest source of in-
ternational students.

Downing Thomas, the UI 
dean of International Pro-
grams, said these fluctua-
tions happen.

“Enrollments have gone 
up and down over the 
years, with cyclical chang-
es in the economy, interna-
tional circumstances, and 
other factors,” he said. “The 
UI continues to attract a 
strong group of interna-
tional applicants.”

While some schools can 
opt to increase recruit-
ment, the UI doesn’t have 
this option.

“The Graduate College 
is not involved in any spe-
cific effort to recruit inter-
national students,” Keller 
said. “We simply don’t have 
the resources to do so.”

A few Big Ten schools are 
facing the same decline.

Michigan State Univer-
sity’s international enroll-
ment followed the trend, 
increasing 2 percent over-
all for international enroll-
ment, but its Chinese en-
rollment fell 3 percent for 
the fall of 2013.

Karen Klomparens, the 
dean of Michigan State 
University’s Graduate 
School, echoed the senti-
ments of UI officials, saying 
the slight decrease doesn’t 
raise too much alarm.

“We still have a great 
mumber of Chinese appli-
cations, so a little bit of a 
decrease from year to year 
is OK,” she said. “If it was 
double digits year to year, 
we’d be a little concerned.”

Similarly, Wendy Crone, 

the associate dean at the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison’s Graduate 
School, said while it was 
a surprise, it could be a 
“correction.” Recent years 
have brought a dramatic 
increase in Wisconsin’s en-
rollment, and this subtle 
decrease could be a return 
to normal.

But the university won’t 
act on this trend’s reversal 
— at least not for now.

“Although this is a per-
centage decline, we’re not 
expecting to take any ac-
tion based on this one year 
of change in our enrollment 
from China,” she said.

The drop could be due to 
increasing opportunities in 
China.

“China is building its 
own high-capacity gradu-
ate schools,” Klomparens 
said. “Students applying 
to graduate programs are 
seeing many more oppor-
tunities at home as well as 
abroad.”

With increasing opportu-
nities in China could mean 
problems for the United 
States.

“There are lots of coun-
tries investing in their 
graduate programs,” Klom-
parens said. “That will be 
competition — especially 
in the U.S.”

But even with some 
guessing, graduate-college 
officials will only sit back 

and watch the numbers 
play out.

“The cause of this is re-
ally difficult to speculate 
about … there are some 
data we’ll look at and keep 
watching,” Crone said.

Officials shrug off enrollment dip
University of Iowa officials aren’t concerned with a national report citing a decrease in 
Chinese graduate-student enrollment.

UI establishes new bike-repair locations

A bicycle-repair station is shown here outside the Becker Communication 
Studies Building on Monday. The UI Department of Parking and Transporta-
tion installed two such stations last month. (The Daily Iowan/Rachel Jessen) 

By ReBecca MoRiN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

By Stacey MuRRay
stacey-murray@uiowa.edu
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• greek Week, all day

• health science research Week, all day; check Research 

Week schedule online: www. medicine.uiowa.edu.research 

week 

• bicyclists of iowa City, Tuesday Bike Ride, 9 a.m., Lower 

City Park

• story time with Judy nyren, 10 a.m., Sycamore Mall, 

1660 Sycamore

• martin Luther King’s Letter from birmingham Jail 

50th anniversary Celebration, participants around the 

world will read King’s letter in commemoration, 11:30 am.-1 

p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber 

• english Conversation Classes, 12:30 p.m., UIHC Pomer-

antz Family Pavilion Melrose Conference Center 6

• exploring research Opportunities with iowa Coop-

erative extension: An informal conversation with Nancy 

Frantz, Iowa State, 2 p.m., S162 College of Public Health 

Building

• safe Zone training, Phase I, 2 p.m., 315 Phillips Hall

• “Four 20th Century Political upheavals: a Personal 

view,” 3 p.m., Senior Center, 28 S. Linn

• Faculty Council meeting, 3:30 p.m., 2520D University 

Capitol Center    

• honoring your Wishes, 6 p.m., Senior Center

• “Out in the Workplace,” 6 p.m., Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender Resource Center

• Wannapha yannavut, percussion, 6 p.m., 150 Music West 

Interim Building

• materials at Work series, “Stretchy Electronics 

That Dissolve in Your Body,” John Rogers, University of 

Illinois-Urbana/Champagne, 6:30 p.m., 104 Iowa Advanced 

Technology Labs

• “Live at Prairie Lights,” Caryl Pagel, poetry, and Made-

line McDonnell, fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• slimbering spring: Improv, sketches, and song, 7 p.m., 

Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque

• Vanishing Waves, 7 p.m., Bijou

• iowa brass Quintet, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall

• rachel Leeper, bassoon, 8 p.m., University Capitol Center 

Recital Hall

• Pavilion, 9:30 p.m., Bijou

• Flight school, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

uitv schedule
Campus channel 4,
cable channel 17

12:30 p.m. Johnson County Landmark Jazz Band at the 

Mill

2 Hancher Presents: Tomas Kubinek

3 Feeding the World and Feeding the Community Lecture 

Series

4:30 Johnson County Landmark Jazz Band at the Mill

6 The Ponseti Method (2008)

6:30 Iowa football press conference

7 UI Explorers Lecture, “Probing the High Energy Universe” 

8 UI Explorers Lecture Series, “A Watershed Year: Flooding 

in Iowa”

9 Iowa football press conference

9:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

10 Iowa football press conference

10:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

11 Best of Java Blend

horoscopes tuesday, april 16, 2013 
by Eugenia Last

aries (March 21–April 19) You may feel like sharing your stories, adventures, and personal thoughts, 
but it will cause some emotional wear and tear if you do so with someone less discrete. Instead, 
make the changes that will help you reach your goal in secret. 
taurus (April 20–May 20) Mingle with peers, friends, and family. Business developments will open 
up, leading you in a new direction. Learn all you can and hold people to the promises made. Delays 
while traveling or dealing with institutions or large corporations can be expected. 
gemini (May 21–June 20) Share your ideas and solutions. Helping someone in need now will open 
up a chance to get something in return. Offer your time, not your cash. Take care of financial or 
medical issues without delay. An unusual opportunity is within reach. 
CanCer (June 21–July 22) Emotional distress due to unexpected changes can be expected. Focus 
on your creative endeavors and future plans; you may be able to alter the outcome in your favor. 
LeO (July 23–Aug. 22) Put all your effort into details, precision, and drumming up the support you 
need to move ahead. Travel, communication, and striking up deals with past colleagues, clients, and 
peers will pay off. Don’t let your emotions stand in the way of your success.  
virgO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22) Take care of emotional issues before they turn into a costly venture. Refuse 
to let anyone put pressure on you to invest or get involved financially in something that makes you feel 
uncomfortable. Love is highlighted. 
Libra (Sept. 23–Oct. 22) Traveling, attending a conference, or getting together with people from 
your past will all contribute to your obtaining valuable information. Your ideas will captivate your 
audience and interest someone able to contribute to your plans.  
sCOrPiO (Oct. 23–Nov. 21) Put greater emphasis on both personal and professional partnerships. 
Alter your residence or your workspace to better suit your current situation. Talks will lead to 
solutions, and travel will contribute to firsthand information. Love is in the stars. 
sagittarius (Nov. 22–Dec. 21) Don’t confront a situation if you cannot be perfectly honest. 
Changes you make to the way you live are encouraged; they will bring about a closer bond 
with someone you want to spend more time with. A physical challenge will be rejuvenating. 
CaPriCOrn (Dec. 22–Jan. 19) Fact-finding will help you avoid a dubious situation with a friend, 
neighbor, or relative. Arguments are likely to erupt if you try to make changes without proper 
documentation or permission. Stick close to home, and nurture important relationships. 
aQuarius (Jan. 20–Feb. 18) Everything has a beginning and an end. Draw from the best from the 
past, and rework friendships, ideas, and goals to fit your current situation to help you set out on a 
journey that will turn out to be fortuitous.  
PisCes (Feb. 19–March 20) Control issues are present. You have to give and take if you want to accom-
plish something worthwhile. Too much of anything will work against you and cause problems with the 
people you need in your life to succeed. Reunite with old friends and colleagues.

random thoughts:
 • Bacardi, as an alcoholic 

beverage, benefits heavily 
from rhyming with “party,” 

rapper-name-dropping-wise.
• There exists a hypothesis 

in the scientific community 
that one of the reasons chil-
dren today are bigger than 
they were 100 years ago is 
because they now eat beef 

containing human growth hor-
mones. This hypothesis is, ob-
viously, ridiculous; that same 
beef contains numerous bo-

vine-specific growth hormones, 
but none of our children have 

turned into cows. Yet.
• I was called unprofes-

sional today. Show’s what 
they know: I’m unprofessional 

every day.
• You think Nostradamus’s 

wife ever got tired of not get-
ting a straight answer about 

when he’d be home for dinner? 
• It’s always kind of an-

noyed me that women have to 
swipe their ID card to gain en-
trance into the women s locker 
room at most gyms, university 
or otherwise. I say turn that 
on its head: Require men to 

present a government-issued 
“Not Rapist” card to get into 

the gym.
• Whenever people say 

they’ve “reached a happy me-
dium,” I always picture them 
talking on the phone with a 

jazzy Miss Cleo.
• I’ve always liked how the 

IRS addresses people as “tax-
payer” in its mailing materials. 
Kind of like the way Robocop 
always calls people “citizen.” I 
guess the only real difference 

being that RoboCop had a 
shred of humanity and at least 

some measure of mercy.

Andrew R. Juhl thanks friends 
Brian Tanner and Jayne Sanderson for 

collaborating on today’s Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the 
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the 
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the 
University of Iowa.

CHECK OUT dailyiowan.com FOR MORE PUZZLES

UI junior Lauren Burchard places $1 on a board on the Pentacrest on Monday. The demonstration, 
put on by the Intervarsity undergraduate chapter at the UI, aimed to promote April as Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month and address human-trafficking awareness and action. (The Daily Iowan/
Callie Mitchell)

Radio, Music, News & Sports
89.7 FM • www.krui.fm

tuesday
10 a.m.-noon, Michael Minus Andrew
noon-1 p.m., Cheap Seats
1-2 p.m., Full-Court Press
2-3 p.m., Kelly DePalma
3-5 p.m., Dirty D in the PM

5-7 p.m., Devious Dance
7-8 p.m., Purveyors of Sound
8-9 p.m., The Real Freshman Orientation
9-10 p.m., Thematic
10 p.m.-midnight, Local Tunes
midnight-2 a.m., Steven Conlow
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stand. The squad’s record 
now sits at 12-18. Iowa 
has only played six true 
away games, going 2-4 in 
those matches.

Toole said the Hawkeyes 
know what they need to 
do to execute in their first 
true road game in weeks, 
and the long ride will give 
them time to focus men-
tally, get loose, and be 
ready to play.”

“I’d like to see us bat-
tle,” he said. “We’ll be 
ready to go, but we just 
have our mind set to what 
we want to do. We’re com-
ing in there to beat the 
other team.”

baSeball
ConTInueD from 12

Iowa’s Jake Yacinich slides into home plate against Western Illinois on April 2. (The Daily Iowan/Tork Mason)

holmeS
ConTInueD from 12

Iowa’s Ethan Holmes hurdles at practice on Feb. 13 in the Recreation Building. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

year.”
Murphy said the rooftop 

owners were shut out of 
negotiations between the 
city and the team. She 
said she couldn’t imagine 
how a 6,000-square-foot 
sign — slightly more than 
a tenth of an acre — could 
be installed without dis-
rupting views from the 
rooftops.

Ricketts said the two 
sides have a ways to go, 
that the agreement must 
be approved by city plan-
ners and the City Council. 
But he said Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel and the alder-
man whose ward includes 
Wrigley Field, Tom Tun-
ney, support the overall 
plan. The Mayor’s Office 
has, in fact, agreed the 

signs can be installed, but 
there has been no agree-
ment on size or design.

Only Boston’s Fen-
way Park is older than 
Wrigley Field among ma-
jor-league parks. Base-
ball purists love its inti-
macy — the ivy-covered 
walls, the commitment 
to day games — but the 
team says it spends $15 
million a year just to 
keep up with basic re-
pairs and desperately 
wants new revenue to pay 
for new amenities. A bet-
ter showplace could per-
haps help the Cubs snap 
a World Series champion-
ship drought that dates 
to 1908, six years before 
Wrigley was built.

Under the plan, the 
number of night games 
could be increased from 
30 to 40, and construction 
would include a 175-room 
hotel, an office building 

with retail space and 
health club, and 1,000 
“remote” parking spots 
that would be free and 
come with shuttle service. 
Emanuel has hailed the 
“framework” agreement, 
noting that it includes no 
taxpayer funding.

If the deal wins approv-
al from city officials, Rick-
etts said work could begin 
after this season ends and 
be completed over the 
next five years.

A final deal, when it 
comes, will end lengthy 
and sometimes conten-
tious negotiations. The 
Ricketts family has been 
pushing for an overhaul 
of the aging ballpark and 
ways to bring in more 
money since buying the 
Cubs in 2009 for $845 mil-
lion. Ricketts said the goal 
was always to keep the 
Cubs at Wrigley, where he 
met his future wife.

wrigley
ConTInueD from 12

The Chicago Cubs work out at Wrigley Field on April 4, 2012. In an agreement announced Sunday, the historic 
ballpark will get a $500 million face-lift, including its first electronic outfield video board, as part of a hard-fought 
agreement between the city of Chicago and the ball team. (Associated Press/Nam Y. Huh)

SportS

minnesota goes 
wild, beats Flames

CALGARY, Alberta — Jason 
Pominville scored twice to 
help the Minnesota Wild beat 
the Calgary Flames, 4-3, 
Monday night, snapping a 
three-game losing streak.

Pominville has four goals 
in six games since being 

acquired from Buffalo at 
the NHL trade deadline in a 
deal that sent two prospects 
and two draft picks to the 
Sabres.

Mikko Koivu and Pierre-
Marc Bouchard also scored 
for Minnesota, which began 
a three-game road trip that 
continues tonight in Edmon-
ton. The Wild moved past 

St. Louis into sixth place in 
the Western Conference and 
3 points behind Northwest 
Division-leading Vancouver.

Nicklas Backstrom had 20 
stops to improve to 21-12-3.

Jiri Hudler, Sven Baertschi, 
and Ben Hanowski — making 
his NHL début — scored for 
Calgary.

— associated press

But Holmes serves as 
motivation for himself 

and his teammates. He 
remains confident that 
this isn’t the end of his 
career wearing the Black 
and Gold. 

“I’m just trying to think 
about how I got over those 

injuries in the past and 
how I got through it,” 
Holmes said. “I’m just try-
ing to stay positive. It’s 
a little bit upsetting, but 
it’s a minor bump in the 
road.” 
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NO
Contrary to what many 

optimists around the NBA 
are saying, the league has 
seen the last of Kobe Bry-
ant.

Bryant sustained a sea-
son-ending ruptured Achil-
les injury April 12 while 
attempting to drive to the 
hoop against Golden State 

A few years go, many 
people, me included, would 
say that if anyone in the 
NBA could return from 
such a horrible injury, it 
would be Kobe.

However, this is not the 
same Kobe Bryant that 
came back from injury af-
ter injury to lead the Lak-
ers to five NBA champion-
ships in 10 years. Bryant’s 
body simply can’t recover 
from sustaining injuries 
every few years. 

Over the course of his 
career, he has injured just 
about every body part pos-
sible, including sprains, 
breaks, and tears to both 
ankles. While he has man-
aged to return from every 
one triumphantly, many 
believe that this may fi-
nally prove to be the straw 
that broke the camel’s 
back.

Bryant has several fac-
tors working against him.

The first should be pret-
ty obvious: Bryant elected 
to have surgery to repair 
the Achilles, which could 
result in the Lakers’ su-

perstar sidelined for up to 
nine months — that would 
put his point of return 
somewhere around Janu-
ary 2014, leaving him with 
only a little over half of a 
season to play, and that’s if 
he returns on time. How-
ever, estimates on recov-
ery time for injuries can 
often take much longer 
than expected. Just ask 
Derrick Rose.

Next season will also 
mark the end of Bryant’s 
three-year, $83 million 
contract extension. If he 
misses the entire 2013-14 
season, finding a team to 
sign a 35-year-old shoot-
ing guard with a history 
of injuries to a multimil-
lion-dollar contract may 
prove to be the biggest 
challenge he faces. 

Which brings me to my 
final, and perhaps most 
important point: The man 
is 34 years old. While 
there are many who have 
played past this age, it is a 
proven fact that torn mus-
cles take longer to heal the 
older you get, and the risk 
for further injury only in-
creases with age. 

Barring some superhu-
man recovery, it looks as if 
the NBA has seen the last 
of Kobe Bryant. 

—Ryan Probasco

YES

There’s no way in hell 

Kobe Bryant’s career in the 
NBA, or with the Los Ange-
les Lakers, is finished after 
he underwent surgery for 
a torn Achilles tendon suf-
fered on April 12. 

Was there ever any doubt 
whether he would return? 
It’s Kobe Bryant we’re 
talking about here. Yes, 
he’ll be out for six to nine 
months. Yes, he will be 35 
years old next season. But 
anyone who’s watched any 
Laker game, anyone who’s 
heard Kobe speak or read 
a quote from him knows 
that’s just not who he is. 

Just look at his Facebook 
post from around 3:30 a.m. 
on April 13, hours after his 
injury: 

“Now, I’m supposed to 
come back from this and be 
the same player Or better 
at 35?!?” Part of Bryant’s 
post said. “How in the 
world am I supposed to do 
that?? I have NO CLUE. 
Do I have the consistent 
will to overcome this thing? 
Maybe I should break out 
the rocking chair and rem-
inisce on the career that 
was. Maybe this is how my 
book ends. Maybe Father 
Time has defeated me … 
Then again maybe not!”

If there’s anyone that 
can come back from a torn 
Achilles and be the same 
player he was before, it’s 
Kobe. The man has scored 
2,133 points this season, 
his most in the regular sea-

son since 2008-09. 
Bryant was in the midst 

of a roller-coaster campaign 
after the Lakers acquired 
Dwight Howard and Steve 
Nash in the off-season. His 
injury is merely the lat-
est story in a season filled 
with story line after story 
line. Combine this with his 
determination for his sixth 
championship, and every-
one alive should know that 

Kobe is going to play his 
final game in a Lakers jer-
sey. He won’t let his career 
end with a hobbled exit. 

It just doesn’t make 
sense that he wouldn’t 
come back for one more sea-
son and attempt to earn the 
sixth title that he desires 
so much. Bryant started an 
Instagram account to show 
his “comeback journey” 
through photos. 

Whether Bryant’s come-
back season will be a suc-
cess is another story, al-
though it wouldn’t surprise 
me if he came back next 
season and led the Lakers 
to at least a deep playoff 
push. Because that’s what 
Kobe does. That’s who Kobe 
is. 

They don’t call him the 
Black Mamba for nothing.

— Matt Cabel 

Will Kobe Bryant ever play basketball again?

Los Angeles Laker guard Kobe Bryant grimaces after being injured during the second half against the Golden State 
on April 12 in Los Angeles.  (Associated Press/Mark J. Terrill)

Twins clobber Angels

MINNEAPOLIS — Joe 
Mauer had a home run 
among his 4 hits, and he 
drove in 3 runs for the 
Minnesota Twins in an 
8-2 victory over the Los 
Angeles Angels on a cold, 
windy Monday night that 
helped send several fly 
balls to the deepest parts 
of Target Field.

Kevin Correia (1-1) 
earned his first American 
League win after finish-
ing seven innings for the 
third time in as many 
starts with the Twins, 
getting two double-play 
grounders to help him 
limit the Angels to solo 
home runs by Peter Bour-
jos and former Twins 
utility infielder Brendan 
Harris.

Angel starter Joe Blan-
ton (0-3) was battered 
again for 9 hits, 1 walk, 
and 4 runs in 4 innings. 
Mauer doubled and 
scored in the first and led 
off the fifth inning with 
a homer to left-center. 
Trevor Plouffe also went 
deep off Blanton, and 
Justin Morneau drove in 
a run with a double.

Mauer added RBI sin-
gles against relievers in 
the sixth and eighth, and 
Pedro Florimon hit a two-
run double.

The Angels, with the 
sixth-highest payroll in 
the majors this season, 

fell to 4-9.
Correia gave up 8 hits 

and a walk while strik-
ing out 5. When he signed 
a $10 million, two-year 
contract last winter, it 
did little to excite Twins 
fans. But the 32-year-old 
has been by far their best 
starter so far with a 2.95 
ERA.

Correia was supposed 
to pitch on Sunday, but 
a seemingly endless 
blend of snow, sleet, and 
rain prompted the Twins 
to postpone that game 
against the New York 
Mets until August. The 
forecast for this week 
isn’t much friendlier 
for baseball, with the 
Wednesday night game in 
question due to possible 
rain.

The first-pitch tem-
perature was 38 degrees, 
actually the third-warm-
est of six home games for 
the Twins in this frosty 
start to the season. The 
wind was gusting toward 
center field at 16 mph, 
and it showed.

Bourjos, the slap-hit-
ting speedster in the 
leadoff spot for now, sent 
a drive into the left-cen-
ter bullpen on Correia’s 
fourth pitch. Harris, 
whose last major-league 
home run was for the 
Twins on April 8, 2010, 
against the Angels, hit 
one nearby to start the 
third inning.

As the 32-year-old Har-

ris approached his last 
leg around the diamond, 
he wound up and gave 
third base coach Dino Eb-
el an exaggerated hand 
slap on his way home. 
Harris spent the last two 
seasons with Triple-A 
teams for Baltimore and 
Colorado before joining 
the Angels this season 
and replacing the injured 
Erick Aybar at shortstop 
last week. Harris has 30 
home runs in 1,603 major 
league at-bats.

Blanton bore the brunt 
of the breeze, but he’s 
been throwing a bunch 
of hittable pitches all 
month. As one of three 
newcomers in the rota-
tion with Tommy Han-
son and Jason Vargas, 
Blanton has an 8.59 ERA 
over three starts. He has 
allowed 26 hits and six 
home runs in 14 2-3 in-
nings.

Garrett Richards, on 
April 13, was the only An-
gel starter to pitch into 
the seventh inning in 13 
games this year. Three-
time All-Star Jered 
Weaver, the staff ace, is 
out for at least another 
three weeks because of 
a broken bone in his left 
(non-throwing) elbow.

Oswaldo Arcia singled 
in the second for the 
Twins in his first major 
league at-bat, but he al-
so dropped a routine pop 
fly for a two-base error in 
the seventh inning.

By DAVE CAMPBELL
Associated Press

Minnesota Twin Aaron Hicks (right) celebrates with Brian Dozier after scoring on Pedro Florimon’s 2-run double 
against Angel pitcher Mark Lowe during the eighth inning on Monday in Minneapolis. The Twins won, 8-2. (AP Photo/
Genevieve Ross)

POiNt/COuNtErPOiNt
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APARTMENT
FOR RENT

OLD farmhouse, needs some 
repair, ideal for handyman.
1725 Country Club Dr., Coral-
ville. Call Allan (319)351-1915.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

2, 3 and 4 bedroom houses
for rent. Westside. Go to
www.abpropmgmt.com for
details or call (319)339-4783.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

STONE COTTAGE
Furnished two bedroom,
1-1/2 bath, fireplace, laundry, 
wood floors, A/C, off-street 
parking, buslines, no pets,
Muscatine Ave.
$1100/ month plus utilities.
(319)338-3071.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $650/ $675 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

GRADUATE STUDENTS,
PROFESSIONALS AND
SMALL FAMILIES
Townhouse. Two bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, finished basement, 
W/D hookups. Westside near 
UIHC/ Dental/ Law.
Professional/ family atmosphere 
with courtyards. No pets. No 
smoking. Available 6/1, 7/1, 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

EMERALD CT. APARTMENTS
has a three bedroom available 
immediately. $870 includes wa-
ter and garbage and has a fall 
option with rent at $895. Close 
to pool and laundry, 24 hour 
maintenance and includes one 
off-street parking spot. Call 
(319)337-4323 for a showing.

DOWNTOWN LUXURY LIVING
AT BURLINGTON COMMONS-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1900-$1950.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
to set up a tour.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW LUXURY LIVING
AT WASHINGTON PLAZA-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1785-$2000.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
with any questions.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

4 BEDROOMS - FALL 2013
500 Gilbert
917 College
927 College
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

1/2 OFF FIRST MONTH!
Two or three bedroom apart-
ment, 1-1/2 bath, three blocks 
from downtown,  behind Lou 
Henri Restaurant, C/A, $800 or 
$950 plus utilities.
(319)530-8203.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Available now- Two bedroom, 
one bath, W/D in unit, A/C, on 
Iowa City busline. $660.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

SCOTSDALE APARTMENTS
in Coralville has two bedroom 
sublets available March 30th 
and April 10th. $665 and $715 
includes water and garbage.
1-1/2 baths, on busline, laundry 
in building and 24 hour mainte-
nance. Call (319)351-1777.

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Available now- Large two
bedroom, two bath units with
dishwasher, microwave, A/C,
on-site laundry, on Iowa City
busline. $710.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

DOGS and CATS welcome at
SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedrooms $810-$845.
1/2 off deposit.
Call (319)354-1961 for details.
www.ammanagement.net

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

AD#204. Two bedroom
apartment in Hills. Go to 
www.abpropmgmt.com for
details or call (319)339-4783.

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

WESTGATE VILLA has a one 
bedroom available immediately.
$560 includes water and gar-
bage. On busline, laundry
on-site, and 24 hour mainte-
nance. Call (319)337-4323.

VERY large one bedroom with 
beautiful view of Iowa River and 
north campus area. Apartment 
has balcony and fireplace. Rent 
includes heat, premium Internet, 
DirecTV Choice package and 
reserved parking in a heated 
secure parking garage. Building 
is reserved for graduate stu-
dents or professionals. Rent is 
$1095 and is available August 
1. www.parsonsproperties.net

LARGE one bedroom close to 
campus and downtown. Avail-
able May 1. H/W paid, $750.
Cell (319)331-9932,
home (319)339-1820.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

325-327 COLLEGE
2, 3, 4, 5 bedrooms
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

$725. Large one bedroom close 
to campus, suitable for double 
occupancy. Utilities paid, 
off-street parking, pets allowed.
Immediate possession.
(319)331-5971.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

CORAL COURT CONDOS, 
$400 plus utilities. Available 
May 6. (630)229-1646.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
FEMALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $350/$395/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

$329/ month, deposit, on
busline, close to campus. Male
student preferred. Background
check. (319)354-4281.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

WANT to keep your vehicle 
warm and dry this winter? Need 
extra storage space? Rent a 1 
car garage from SouthGate 
Property Management. $60 a 
month. Iowa City southeast and 
westside garages available 
now. 3 month minimum lease.
(319)339-9320.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

MOVING

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

GREAT Summer Job
Top Pay
Lifeguards
All Chicago Suburbs
No experience/will train & certify
Look for an application on our
website www.poolguards.com
(630)692-1500 x.103
Email: work@spmspools.com

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

BO JAMES
Now hiring wait staff.
Must be here summer.
Apply within.

BO JAMES
Now hiring cooks.
Must be here summer.
Apply within.
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An injury has put Ethan 
Holmes’ senior season with 
the Iowa men’s track team 
on hold.

In the middle of the 
200-meter dash at the Lee 
Calhoun Invitational on 
April 13, Holmes said he 
felt a “really sharp pain” in 
the lower calf muscle of his 
left leg with 20 meters re-
maining in the race. Holmes 
described the injury as an 
Achilles tendon, lower calf 
muscle strain. 

“I’m not exactly sure how 
it happened,” he said. “I’m 
hoping to be back as soon as 
possible.” 

The injury could not have 
come at a worse time for 
Holmes — the program will 
host its annual Musco Twi-
light meet on Saturday and 
will travel to Des Moines for 
the Drake Relays the week-
end of April 26. Holmes said 
that this weekend’s meet is 
out of the question, and com-
peting in the Drake Relays 
would be “extremely optimis-
tic.” 

While there is no current 
timetable for Holmes’ return, 
he’s doing all he can to ensure 
he’ll be back before the Big 
Ten meet, which will begin 
May 10. Holmes is doing re-
habilitation workouts twice 
a day with strength and con-
ditioning coach Landon Ev-
ans, including pool workouts 
and weight training, and he 
says he’s working to get back 
as fast as he can without los-

ing any muscle or strength 
in his leg. 

Jordan Mullen said every-
one on the team, including 
himself, will need to step up 
in the wake of Holmes’ inju-
ry, particularly the hurdlers. 
Justin Austin said that soph-
omore Torrey Campbell will 
take Holmes’ place as the 
third leg of the 400-meter 
relay.

“You always have to plan 
for the worst, make future 
plans about Ethan not com-
ing back,” senior Justin Aus-
tin said. “We need to figure 
out who’s going to step up, 
take it upon ourselves to 

step up.”
Both Holmes and his team-

mates are eager for the Clin-
ton, Iowa, native to return. 

“They want me back just 
as much as I want to be 
back,” Holmes said. “They’re 
remaining positive, keeping 
in touch with me to figure 
out where I’m at in the pro-
cess. The fact that we’re such 
a close group is good for the 
situation.” 

Holmes has been encour-
aged by fellow senior and 
hurdler Mullen, because 
both Holmes and Mullen 
have been through injuries 
throughout their careers. 

Mullen has torn his ham-
string and both quadriceps 
during his career at Iowa — 
neither have completed an 
entire season. 

“I told him just to look at 
the positive out of every-
thing,” Mullen said. “He’s a 
very strong kid, he’s going 
to get through it — he’s been 
there, he’s been through it. 
It’s not like it’s going to catch 
him off guard. Obviously you 
don’t plan for that to happen, 
but he’s been there, so you 
know he’s going to get back 
as fast as he can.” 

The last time Iowa played a game 
away from Banks Field was more than 
three weeks ago — March 23. Since 
then, Iowa has played 11 of 13 sched-
uled games at home, coming away with 
a 3-8 record.

Looking to put the less-than-stellar 
home stand behind them, the team is 
ready to hit the road again and turn 
things around.

“The big one is going to be [today],” 
head coach Jack Dahm said. “The big-
gest thing is being ready to play off the 
bus. We have to be mentally ready to go 
when we get off the bus.”

The Black and Gold will travel to 
Papillion, Neb., to take on Nebras-
ka-Omaha today at Werner Park. The 
two teams met earlier in the season 
in a three-game series March 16-18 at 
Wichita, Kan., that saw the Mavericks 
take two out of three games.

While some may see the 257-mile 
bus ride from Iowa City to Papillion as 

mentally draining, sophomore outfield-
er Eric Toole uses the time to prepare 
himself for the games ahead.

“You have to get there and get your 
mindset ready,” the Council Bluffs na-
tive said. “On the bus, you have time to 
think of what you’re going to do. Once 
you get on the field, your mind can al-
ready be set to what you need to do.”

The bus ride also gives players the 
opportunity to do other things that 
they might not have with the distrac-
tions of playing at home. Sophomore 
outfielder Kris Goodman says the bus 
rides give the players time to do home-
work or bond with each other.

“The travel’s not awesome,” Good-
man said. “When you’re on a bus for 
a while, it’s not great, but I think it’s 
not too bad when you have a mindset of 
being ready to go and being with team-
mates.”

Dahm also pointed out that, from a 
coach’s perspective, it’s easier on road 
trips to monitor where players are and 
what they’re doing after the game. 
Players have curfews, and their where-

abouts are known to the coaches.
Dahm said being away from Iowa 

City allows the players to focus more 
on their games and what they need to 
do to win.

“Sometimes, there are fewer dis-
tractions,” the tenth-year coach said. 
“When you’re home, there are lots of 
distractions off the field, ranging from 
going out to eat or girlfriends to no cur-
few. When we’re on the road, we know 
exactly where they are, there’s a cur-
few, and we make sure that they eat 
properly.”

Along with the distractions that come 
from playing at home, the Hawkeyes 
went 3-8 in their three-week home 
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Iowa on the road again

Kansas State’s Ross Kivett is tagged out at second base at Banks Field on April 13. Kansas State won the three-game series, taking the final two games. The Hawkeyes won 
the series opener, 6-1, on April 12, but fell to Kansas State 11-4 on April 13 and 5-3 on Sunday. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)

By Tommy Reinking
Thomas-reinking@uiowa.edu

See BaseBall, 9

By Don BaBWin
Associated Press

Holmes working through an injury

Big Ten 
honors 
Blank

By maTTheW CaBel
matthew-cabel@uiowa.edu 

Iowa’s Ethan Holmes runs in the 110-meter hurdles at the NCAA track and field championships in Drake Stadium on June 7, 2012. 
(The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

See holmes, 9

The Big Ten named Iowa softball’s 
Megan Blank Player of the Week Mon-
day. This is the second Player of the 
Week nod Blank has 
garnered this season, 
the first coming on 
March 4.

The honor came after 
Blank didn’t tally an 
out in 14 plate appear-
ances this past week-
end in a three-game 
road set against North-
western.

“That does not hap-
pen very often,” Iowa softball coach 
Marla Looper said in a release. “She is 
a vital part of our offense. Opponents 
are showing her a lot of respect. Her 
walks have increased drastically of 
late. Unfortunately for us, she is then 
unable to swing the bat.”

Blank went 4-for-4 when the Wild-
cats pitched to her, collecting a home 
run, two singles, and a triple. The Cul-
ver City, Calif., native also crossed the 
plate three times and knocked in 3 
runs throughout the weekend.

Eight of the other 10 at-bats in 
which Blank reached base came in 
the form of walks. The remaining two 
hit the sophomore, allowing her a free 
pass to first. Blank has reached base 
in the last 26 games, including each of 
Iowa’s 12 conference outings.

Blank leads the team with a scorch-
ing .440 batting average. Should the 
season end today, that mark would be 
the best in school history, topping a 
.428 average set by Kim Davis in 1993. 

— by Cody Goodwin

Blank
sophomore

iowa baseball vs. nebraska-
omaha

Where: Werner Park, Papillion, Neb.
When: 2 p.m.

The Iowa baseball team heads back to the road after nearly three weeks of playing home games.

CHICAGO — The Chicago Cubs have 
been fighting for years to get back to the 
World Series. They may have a fight on 
their hands to upgrade Wrigley Field, 
too.

The Cubs unveiled details Monday 
of their $500 million plan to renovate 
the 99-year-old ballpark. It calls for 
more night games, a new hotel, a new 
clubhouse, extended beer sales, various 
upgrades for fans — and a massive elec-
tronic video screen that could spark a le-
gal battle with rooftop owners who have 
a financial stake in being able to view 
the games from across the street.

The proposed 6,000-square-foot screen 
in left field is nearly three times as large 
as the venerable scoreboard current-
ly atop the centerfield bleachers. Team 
Chairman Tom Ricketts said “signifi-
cant” advertising-related revenue from 
the video screen and a 1,000-square-foot 
sign in right field would be pumped back 
into the team.

“If this plan is approved, we will win 
the World Series for our city,” Ricketts 
said. The Cubs have not won it all since 
1908 and haven’t played in the series 
since 1945.

The Cubs say rooftop views would be 
“largely preserved” and that the sign and 
screen are “far less than our original de-
sire for seven signs to help offset the cost 
of ballpark restoration.” Ricketts would 
not say what the team means when it 
says the signs would have “minimal im-
pact” on the views from the rooftops. Nor 
would he discuss the likelihood of a law-
suit, saying only that “we will take that 
issue as it comes.”

The rub is that the rooftop owners 
have a contract with the Cubs in which 
they share revenue from the rooftop 
seats — an unusual arrangement, to be 
sure. The rooftop owners have 11 years 
remaining on the contract, and they 
showed no sign of endorsing the big new 
signs the Cubs want to put up.

“We have a contract with the Chica-
go Cubs, and we intend to see that it’s 
enforced,” said Beth Murphy, who owns 
rooftop bleachers and Murphy’s Bleach-
ers, a popular tavern just beyond Wrig-
ley’s centerfield wall. “We have fulfilled 
our end of the contract — we pay them 
17 percent of our gross revenues every 

See WRigley, 9

Wrigley 
plans stir 
backlash




