
By Lauren Coffey
lauren-n-coffey@uiowa.edu

Silence fell upon the room during a tai chi 
class at the Senior Center on Wednesday.

More than a dozen senior citizens moved 
gracefully across the floor with their hands 
forming fists and legs extended.

Tai chi is one of many classes experienc-
ing a gradual increase in attendance as the 
baby-boomer population has continued to 
age.

The Senior Center, 28 S. Linn St., has 
almost doubled its number of younger 
members from 2006 to 2012, and the aging 
baby boomer population is one of the main 
reasons. 

“We’ve known baby boomers are com-
ing of age, and we’re providing services for 
that,” said Linda Kopping, a Senior Cen-
ter coordinator. “People retire at 65, and 
it used to be that after that. people didn’t 
have long to live. Now, there’s a new peri-
od where people may be living for another 
20 or 30 years. It’s important to maintain 
a healthy and active lifestyle and we help 

provide that.”
According to the Corporation for Nation-

al and Community Service, the baby boom-
ers make up 28 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation. The oldest baby boomers turned 
65 in 2011 and can expect to live to 83, on 

average. 
The average age of members at the Se-

nior Center has drastically dropped over 
the last five years. In 2006, 29 percent of 

By Brianna Jett
brianna-jett@uiowa.edu 

Funeral rituals are changing.
Cremation is becoming an increasingly popular choice 

both nationally and in Iowa, and this idea is reflected in 
the growing number of people opting for the alternative 
to a traditional burial. 
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Baby boomers flood Senior Center
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eyes jail 
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Taking 
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gender 
violence

Cremation on the rise

Cremation statistics
• 2007 national cremation rate: 34 percent
• 2011 national cremation rate: 42 percent
• 2011 Iowa cremation rate: 32.6 percent

• 2016 projected Iowa cremation rate: 40.4 percent
Source: Cremation Association of Northern America

Senior citizens participate in a tai chi class in the Senior Center on Wednesday. The center is now offering 
more classes to try to attract new members. (The Daily Iowan/Chris Willauer)

By Cassidy riLey
cassidy-riley@iowa.edu

Leaders in Iowa schools have been 
asked by a federal agency to initiate 
more effort to stop gender-based vio-
lence in schools. 

On Feb. 28, the U.S. Department of 
Education wrote a letter asking chief 
state school officers to help schools 
in all 50 states find efforts to reduce 
gender-based violence. 

According to the Rape Victim and 
Advocacy Program website, one in 
three women in the world have been 
beaten, coerced into having sex, or 
otherwise abused.

Local experts said they are glad 

sEE gender, 5A

The Senior Center is seeing an 
increasingly younger crowd 
and greater attendance.

sEE seniors, 5A

By Quentin misiag 
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

Before securing the vacant seat 
on the Johnson County Board of Su-
pervisors in Tuesday’s election, John 
Etheredge dreamed big in regards to 
growing the county’s 
economic base. 

Running on the foun-
dations of prosperous 
small-business and 
farming sectors, Ether-
edge said he is an ac-
tive opponent of raising 
taxes for all individuals. 
However, he emphasiz-
es that bonds used for 
county projects should not be imple-
mented if money is readily available 
in the budget. 

Once the board’s current issues 
have been addressed, Etheredge said, 
he plans to introduce an alternative 
justice-center proposal, citing the ex-
tensive and expensive current plan. 

“I’m not for the current proposed 
justice center,” he said. “My first plan 
is to find an alternative … You’re 
looking at $43 million, and if I’m 
against it, I’ve got to have my own 
agenda and plan worked out. I’m not 
against doing technology upgrades, 
renovations, or adding on to [current 
facilities] altogether, but building a 
brand-new facility is not the answer 
right now.” 

In February, supervisors voted in 
favor of a larger $46.2 million com-
plex. If the smaller center passes in 
May, taxpayers will be responsible for 

Newly elected Johnson 
County supervisor John 
Etheredge suggested 
alternative justice-center 
proposals. 

sEE proposaLs, 5A

A  DreAm  PlAy
The newest UI mainstage Production utilizes absurdity and logic-defying 

scenes to create a surreal sense for audiences. 
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The cremation room with an empty carton urn is shown at Lensing Funeral and Cremation Services. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)

A wooden urn is shown at Lensing Funeral and Cremation Services on 
Wednesday. The Cremation Association of North America’s most recent 
reports show that the 2011 national rate for cremation was 42 percent, 
while the rate in Iowa was 32.6 percent. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos 
Herrera)
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Lawmaker seeks gambling reform

Metro

An Iowa legislator wants to expand gambling to fantasy sports and raise the dollar limit.

By BreNt griFFiths
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Printers in Iowa City 
and across the country 
will soon be humming to 
life as they spit out count-
less copies of the NCAA 
Tournament brackets. 

And as one of the big-
gest athletics events of the 
year nears, one member 
of the Iowa Legislature 
would like to expand the 
law so fans can bet more 
money on brackets and 
include online fantasy 
sports.

“Our laws aren’t caught 
up to online gambling, 
and it kind of blew my 
mind it’s against the law 
to do that,” said Rep. Jake 
Highfill, R-Johnston, a 
former University of Iowa 
student and the author of 
the bill. “[People] say they 
play it all the time … and 
are shocked to find out 
that they’re breaking the 
law.”

Highfill said his goal is 
to help constituents such 
as the one who came for-
ward and brought the 
problem to his attention. 
Highfill’s bill would push 
the betting limit to $500, 
provided participants do 
not have to pay an en-
trance fee. Currently, Iowa 
law only allows someone 
to win $50, which Highfill 
says leads to people un-

knowingly breaking the 
law, and this can be chal-
lenging to enforce.

“It’s kind of a silly thing 
it’s against the law,” he 
said. “I don’t believe the 
[current law] will honestly 
be enforced.”

Rep. Dave Jacoby, 
D-Coralville, said while he 
believes Highfill’s bill has 
merit, he wants to ensure 
players are not losing too 
much money while gam-
bling. However, he said he 
believes other pressures 
will lead to the bill not go-
ing through this session, 
including people who are 
worried about gambling 
becoming a personal prob-
lem.

“There’s bipartisan sup-
port for keeping the cur-
rent gambling limits, he 
said. “I think those two ob-
stacles will be difficult for 
him to overcome.”

An economic expert said 
he agrees with Highfill’s 
approach. John Solow, a 
UI associate professor 
of economics, said he be-
lieves people are always 
betting; however, it’s just 
not always referred to as 
gambling.

“I don’t see gambling 
on fantasy sports any 
different than the turn 
of a card or the pull of a 
roulette wheel or the one-
armed bandit,” Solow said. 
“A NCAA March Madness 
pool or a game like fan-

tasy football or fantasy 
baseball should be people’s 
own decision to make.”

In spite of the bill’s ex-
pansion of gambling lim-
its, the law prohibiting 
gambling on school prop-
erty  — including the UI — 
will stay in place.  Never-
theless, students support 
the bill and believe high 
stakes force participants 
to pay more attention to 
their respective fantasy 
teams.

“I think a lot of times 
fantasy sports is just a 
group of friends, but it’s 
still individualistic, be-
cause everyone is putting 
their money into it, and it’s 
more fun and almost a re-
ward,” said UI senior Jeff 
Kingsley, who has played 
fantasy sports since he 
had access to an email ad-
dress. “As opposed to [ac-
tually] gambling on sports 
or going to a casino, which 
I think is wildly different 
than just going in with a 
group of family friends or 
coworkers.”

Fantasy players also 
agree the $500 limit, while 
potentially difficult to 
reach for college students, 
is perfect in terms of al-
lowing other players room 
to play.

“$500 is a good amount 
because it allows for the 
high rollers … to do as 
they please,” UI freshman 
John Talbot said. “Any-

thing more and they would 
make too much money.”

Long after brackets 
have been crumpled in 
frustration, fantasy play-
ers will flock back to their 
various leagues as new 
seasons approach, which 
one expert says will bring 
with it small-scale gam-
bling.

“From my experience, 
it’s a real commonplace 
practice to wager or enter 
a small little pool,” said 
Thomas Oates, a UI as-
sistant professor of Amer-
ican studies. “Gambling 
is pretty widespread and 
widely accepted at least 
among sports fans, even 
though it’s technically il-
legal.”

3 file lawsuit in 
‘peeping’ case

Three local women are suing 
a local apartment complex 
landlord for his alleged “peep-
ing.” 

Elwyn Miller was arrested 
on Nov. 1, 2012, for allegedly 
peeping on female residents 
through holes in the walls 
and ceilings of the resident’s 
bathrooms several times 
between Aug. 1, 2012, and Oct. 
31, 2012, according to a police 
complaint. 

He has been charged by the 
state with 11 counts of invasion 
of privacy for the alleged inci-
dents. His trial is set for April 
9 at 9 a.m.

Three former residents of 
Miller’s apartment complex — 
Ruth Lapointe, Jordan Horton, 
and Elijah McNeish — are now 
suing Miller for allegedly 
spying on them through man-
ufactured holes in the ceiling 
and floors of their bathrooms 
for an unknown amount of time 
until Oct. 31, 2012, when he was 
reportedly caught. 

All three women accuse him 
of invasion of privacy and in-
tentional infliction of emotional 
distress. They are seeking 
reparations for, among other 
things, emotional distress, 
psychological trauma, and 

medical bills. 
They are demanding a trial 

by jury. 
— by Cassidy riley

ui to review 
football hiring

University of Iowa officials 
have called for a review of Ath-
letics Department procedures 
related to head football coach 
Kirk Ferentz hiring as an admin-
istrative assistant in 2012 the 
man who became his son-in-
law, the Cedar Rapids Gazette 
reported Wednesday.

Tyler Barnes was hired in 
January 2012 as a temporary 
administrative assistant. Six 
months later, he became en-
gaged to Joanee Ferentz, Kirk 
Ferentz’s daughter. 

The Gazette reported no 
conflict-of-interest form was 
ever completed for Barnes, 
before or after the couple’s 
engagement. Kirk Ferentz told 
The Gazette that he didn’t see 
any reason to tell Athletics 
Director Gary Barta about 
Barnes’ engagement.

This isn’t the only time the UI 
Athletics Department has hired 
family members of employees. 
Kirk Ferentz’s son Brian Ferentz 
was hired as offensive-line 
coach in February 2012.

— by kristen east

Pretrial meetings 
in drug case reset

Pretrial conferences for 
John Mulbah and Norman Dud-
ley, two men connected with 
an Aug. 16, 2012 shooting, 
have been reset for April 16. 

The shooting took place at 
Breckenridge Trailer Court as 
a result of an Iowa Division 
of Narcotics Enforcement 
undercover investigation. 

Mulbah and Dudley were 
both charged with con-
trolled-substance violations, 
failure to affix a drug tax 
stamp, conspiracy to distrib-
ute narcotics, and distribution 
of a cocaine base. 

The trial for both men is 
set for May 6. 

— by Cassidy riley

Nite ride expands
Nite Ride has expanded its 

West Side route to include 
West Benton Street.

According to a University of 
Iowa press release, Nite Ride, 
a free shuttle service offered 
to women by the UI police, 
has expanded its route from 
Riverside Drive to Sunset 
Street. 

The program operates from 
10 p.m. until 3 a.m. seven 
days a week, and on the 

weekends the shuttle can be 
boarded on Friday and Satur-
day nights at the intersection 
of Clinton and Washington 
Streets, just south of the Pen-
tacrest, the release said.

— by Jordyn reiland 

City sees record 
number of water-
main breaks

Iowa City has experienced 
a record number of wa-
ter-main breaks in the past 
year, and officials attribute 
this to last summer’s drought.

According to a city of Iowa 
City press release, before last 
year’s drought, the previous 
high number of breaks in one 
month was five. However from 
May 2012 until February, city 
officials have been called to 
repair 78 water-main breaks, 
the release said. 

Jude Moss, an employee 
in the Water Service Divi-
sion, said cold temperatures 
could make the issue worse. 
According to the release, 
once a break is identified, 
maintenance officials respond 
to the area to make repairs 
and restore water service — a 
process that can take up to 
four hours or longer.

— by Jordyn reiland 

iowa gambling 
law
Currently, Iowa law only 
allows limited gambling 
for individuals on limited 
activities, which one legis-
lator is trying to change.
• Current Law:
No person can win or lose 
more than $50 in 24 hours
• Proposed:
No person can win or lose 

more than $500

Source: Iowa Code and House 

File 378

Junior health and human physiology major Chian Kerr has her cholesterol tested at the Campus Wellness & Recreation Center on Wednesday. Officials 
offered free cholesterol, HIV, and blood-pressure testing at the Health Fair to promote healthy living. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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Women in touch with tech
By WhitNey BlAkemore
whitney-blakemore@uiowa.edu

The recently formed 
“Tech Chicks” in Iowa 
City has one goal: im-
prove women’s involve-
ment of technology. 

The Iowa Tech Chicks 
started in January as 
a way for women to im-
prove their technical 
skills. The group meets 
once a month and offers 
weekend workshops to 
any woman, no matter 
what technical skill level 
she might be at.

“It is a group that has a 
combination of network-
ing but also opportunities 
for women to learn and 
share the skills they have 
with each other,” co-head 
Andrea Flemming said.

The group’s goals mirror 
a national need as well.  

According to the Na-
tional Center for Women 
and Information Tech-
nology, there has been 
a 64 percent decline in 
the number of first-year 
undergraduate women 
interested in majoring in 
computer science from 
2000 to 2011.

At the University of Io-
wa, 278 undergraduates 
were enrolled in the Com-
puter Science department 
last semester — 243 were 
men, 35 were women, ac-
cording to the UI Regis-
trar’s Office. Last semester, 
there were 103 undergrad-
uates in the Informatics 
program — 82 were men, 
21 were women.

“Efforts like Iowa Tech 
Chicks are very cool,” 
said UI computer-sci-
ence Professor Padmini 
Srinivasan. “We need to 
approach the problem of 
involving women in com-
puting in a multipronged 
way. So if there are groups 
out there that are nurtur-
ing women into this field, 
that is great.” 

Flemming said this 
group is not only geared 
toward women working 
in and with technology, 
but also for women in 
non-technology related 
fields who feel learning 
these skills would benefit 
them.

The group members 
discuss everything from 
using social media to in-
formational sessions such 

as “hackathons.”
Last week, approx-

imately 20 women at-
tended a learning lunch 
workshop led by Lau-
ra Christenson, the UI 
web-presence coordinator. 

“I basically went over 
how to effectively get 
content on to the web in 
a way that people will 
be able to use it, because 
people don’t read on the 
web at all, they just scan 
and try to pick up infor-
mation,” she said. 

Christenson has at-
tended every meeting so 
far and feels there is a 
need to get women of all 
technical abilities to sup-
port each other. 

The founders are plan-
ning ways to get UI stu-
dents involved. 

“We did a presentation 
to the business and tech-
nology association that 
has some female members, 
and we plan to stay in con-
tact with them,” cofounder 
Rachel Stewart said. 

Members of the group 
said the lack of women in 
technology majors is one 
incentive for this group to 
connect with students. 

Stewart said the group 
members are looking into 
expanding the group to 
areas such as Davenport, 
and they have been in con-
tact with the national or-
ganization to become one 
of their affinity groups. 

“They have some great 
resources and some great 
projects that we can get 
in on and bring them 
here, and we can use 
some of their resources,” 
Stewart said. “There are 
really some very interest-
ing things about getting 
women into technology.” 

“I think people have 
become more comfort-
able with cremation,” 
said Michael Lensing, 
the owner of Lensing 
Funeral Home in Iowa 
City.

In fact, Dan Ciha, 
owner of Gay and Ci-
ha Funeral Home, has 
seen a drastic increase 
locally.  When he began 
working, more than 30 
years ago, the crema-
tion rate locally sat at 
around 2 percent.

Today, the Iowa City 
cremation rate for 
Gay and Ciha Funeral 
Home is more than 60 
percent, Ciha said, not-
ing that rate is higher 
than the state’s.

The Cremation Asso-
ciation of North Ameri-
ca’s most recent reports 
show that, from 2007 to 
2011, the national rate 
for cremation increased 
from 34 percent to 42 
percent. In Iowa, the 
rate in 2011 was 32.6 
percent. They predict 
that Iowa will see a 
rate of 40.4 percent in 
2016.

The number of cre-
mations has risen na-
tionally for many years. 

“Every year we see 
cremation rates rise,” 
said Barbara Kemmis, 
the executive director 
of the Cremation Asso-
ciation of North Amer-
ica. “There’s never been 
a leveling off in the cre-
mation rate nationally.”

And Ciha said he ex-
pects the numbers at 
his business to contin-
ue to rise.

“I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if in my lifetime 
it would be over 80 per-
cent,” he said.

However, the increase 
in cremation does not 
mean a complete aban-
donment of traditional 
services.

“In recent years, more 
families use cremation 
with other options,” 
Lensing said. “Most of 
the time, we still bury 
the cremated remains.”

Ciha estimates half of 
the cremations he sees 
are followed by burials. 
Local officials believe 

the combination of tra-
ditional services with 
cremation is reflecting 
a change in culture.

“I think we’re now 
developing rituals we 
didn’t have before,” 
Lensing said.

For the aging popula-
tion, this increasingly 
popular ritual can be a 
good option.

“A lot of the ba-
by-boomer generation 
is choosing cremation 
but might have other 
services,” Ciha said. 
“It’s a good option, be-
cause there are still 
people who want to go 
to the cemetery.”

Ciha believes the re-
alization that a person 
can have some of both 
options is part of the 
reason cremation rates 
are increasing.

“You don’t have to 
choose not to have ser-
vices to have a crema-
tion,” he said. “That 
might also be a part of 
the reasons for the in-
crease.” 

Kemmis reports oth-
er factors that might 
have contributed to 
the increase in crema-
tions.

“One reason that a 
lot of people jump to, 
and is definitely a fac-
tor, is cost,” she said.

However, cost is not 
the deciding factor.

“Some of the poorest 
families will not choose 
cremation just because 
they are opposed to cre-
mation,” Ciha said.

Another reason that 
could lead to the grow-
ing numbers is the va-
riety of options that 
come with cremation. 
Cremated remains can-
not only be scattered or 
buried but can also be 
made into glass art and 
synthetic diamonds.

“Baby boomers and 
younger generations 
want more personalized 
funeral services,” Kem-
mis said.

Other factors that 
have been found to af-
fect cremation rates are 
interest in environmen-
tal impact, geography, 
and religious accep-
tance.

“Even in our area of 
the country there are 
many different things 
to do,” Lensing said.

cremAtioN
ConTInueD froM fronT

Different types of urns are offered at Lensing Funeral and Crema-
tion Services. Cremation is becoming an increasingly popular choice 
both nationally and locally. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)
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Editorial

“BRB,” “JK,” “LOL”: 
these three abbrevia-
tions that are used in 
many text messages, 
Facebook posts, and even 
verbally in daily conver-
sations. They are also 
one reason grammar is 
suffering.

In research papers, 
capital letters and punc-
tuation are required. In 
text messages, grammar 
is looked down upon and 
never taken seriously. 
What seems like an 
irrelevant alteration to 
the way we speak may 
actually pose a larger 
problem about the desire 
for education. 

In fact, in Iowa 
alone, 67 percent of 
fourth-graders are un-
able to read at grade lev-
el. Likewise, 67 percent 
of eighth-graders are 
unable to read at their 
grade level and approxi-
mately 7,804 teens aged 
16 to 19 have dropped 
out of high school, ac-
cording to the Children’s 
Defense Fund. 

There needs to be more 
of an emphasis on edu-
cation and less on catchy 
abbreviations.

Long story short, ed-
ucation is important to 
success. Education teach-
es students how to do 
their work, how to think, 
and how to make import-
ant decisions, such as 
what you want to do for 
the rest of your life.

To sound corny and 
quote my mother, 
“knowledge is power.”

After having this 
phrase beaten into my 
brain after countless 
fights over doing home-
work, I can’t study for a 
test without hearing her 
repeat this in the back 
of my head. It’s kind of 
creepy, actually. 

But if you want a good 
job, then get a good edu-
cation. First impressions 
and interviews are a big 
part of life, and if you 
sound like a dunce, your 
chances will dwindle. 

Sure, just because you 
may not have the best 
grammar or education, 
it doesn’t mean you’re 
going to be forever out of 
a job and unable to pay 
the bills, but it’s always 
a good asset to have in 
your back pocket when 
piecing together your 
résumé.  

And it may be quicker 
to send an abbreviation, 
but honestly, “u” instead 
of “you” and “luv” instead 
of “love” is just plain 
ridiculous. Dumb isn’t 
cute. What is cute is the 
little button on Microsoft 
Word with a checkmark. 
It’s called spell check: 
Use it.

Dumb�isn’t�
cute

A bill introduced in the Iowa House by Rep. 
Jake Highfill, R-Johnston, would allow Io-
wans to collect cash prizes from fantasy 
sports leagues, a practice currently pro-

hibited under the states rather draconian gambling 
statutes.

The bill, House File 378, would amend the section 
of the Iowa Code that legalizes certain types of ac-
ceptable interpersonal gambling to explicitly include 
fantasy sports prizes up to $500. Currently, some 
fantasy sports outlets refuse to pay cash prizes to 
Iowa residents for fear of breaking the law.

The Daily Iowan Editorial Board supports High-
fill’s legislation. The state’s gambling laws are un-
necessarily strict and the state Legislature has typ-
ically shown an interest in amending the laws only 
when such changes dramatically supplement Iowa’s 
tax revenue.

As it stands, laws in Iowa prohibit most types of 
interpersonal gambling, save for small wagers that 
meet a litany of qualifications. For example, accord-
ing to Chapter 99B of the Iowa Code, a legal bet 
must be “incidental to a bona fide social relationship 
between all participants” and must not involve po-
tential gains or losses of more than $50.

Chapter 725.7 of the Iowa Code outlines the penal-
ties for the “vice” of gambling, which range from seri-
ous misdemeanors for first-time offenders dealing in 
amounts of money less than $100 to Class C felonies 
for those trafficking in sums larger than $5,000.

Iowa’s laws prohibiting interpersonal gambling 
are clearly quite strict, which seems quite hypocrit-
ical given the leeway the state has given to casinos 
and racetracks, where gambling is legal and highly 
profitable for the state. In fiscal 2013 to date, Iowa 
has taken in more than $150 million in gaming tax 

revenue.
That number may grow if Iowa’s gambling com-

mission approves an addition to the state’s gambling 
houses. In Linn County on Tuesday, voters approved 
a plan to bring a new casino to the Cedar Rapids 
area; the proposal will be taken to the Iowa Racing 
and Gaming Commission for approval next.

Currently there are 18 permitted casinos in Iowa. 
Given the prevalence of casinos and the relative 
strictness of personal gambling laws, it is clear that 
the existing legal framework around gambling in 
Iowa is not designed to reduce vice but rather to en-
sure that the state is able cash in on it.

It is possible that an economic case could be made 
for allowing casinos in Iowa; they bring jobs and 
money into a region — such a case was made by pro-
ponents of the Linn County casino.

There is, however, at least some reason to question 
whether casinos are a net positive for Iowa’s econo-
my. A 2005 study from the University of Northern 
Iowa found that Iowa’s casinos have indeed in-
creased economic output and employment, but they 
have had no real effect on unemployment rates and 
are associated with an increase in bankruptcies.

Given the mixed economic impact of Iowa’s casi-
nos, the legal discrepancy between casino gambling 
and personal betting seems oversized.

Iowa legislators should move to liberalize gambling 
laws for individuals as they have already inside casi-
nos. Highfill’s constituents and all Iowans should be 
able to cash in on their fantasy sports prowess with-
out fear of the overbearing morality of the law.

Your turn.��
Do you think Iowa’s gambling laws are too strict?

Weigh in on at dailyiowan.com.

Iowa’s current gambling laws 
are positively draconian
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lEttErs to thE Editor/onlinE coMMEnts

What about the 
puppy mills?

I was disappointed with 
your story about students and 
pets benefiting from visits to 
Petland. I agree that petting an 
animal is excellent for stress 
relief and has been proven to 
lower blood pressure. However, 
stating that the animals at Pet-
land benefit had me fuming.  

The puppies at Petland are 
puppy-mill dogs. Yes, if you ask, 
Petland staff members will tell 
you that they get their puppies 
from reputable breeders and 
licensed breeders, but even 
licensed breeders have horrific 

conditions.  
The particularly upsetting 

statement was the one from the 
manager of Petland stating that 
it helps the socialization of the 
puppies to have students come 
in and handle them.  

That is true. But maybe 
Petland could show some 
concern for the socialization of 
the breeding parents of those 
puppies that are suffering in 
tiny cages that never have any 
human contact. Most of them 
don’t know the feeling of grass 
under their paws because they 
have never been out of a cage. 
Iowa is the second-largest 
puppy-mill state, but in talking 

to students, I have found that 
many of them don’t even know 
what a puppy mill is.  

I would love to see The Daily 
Iowan follow up with an article 
about puppy mills and educate 
the student population about 
the realities of pet stores like 
Petland and the puppies they 
sell. Adopt, don’t shop.

lynette Eldred
UI�staff

rE: ‘local students 
and animals benefit 
from Petland visits’

I want to invite these 

students who think they are 
seeing responsibly bred dogs to 
come to my house and witness 
the horrible condition of their 
mothers and fathers who were 
bred and bred with little or no 
vet care locked in a cage all their 
lives. 

Then tossed away to shelters 
or auctions, where my Bos-
ton-terrier rescue group takes 
them in. We spend thousands of 
dollars on these poor animals. 
But the really hard part is 
allowing them to become a real 
socialized dog when they have 
never had the chance to be one. 
It can take a very long time.

Melanie hamblen Walker

Treat�illness�
early

Anyone who has ba-
by-sat younger children for 
an extended period of time 
knows it can be exhaust-
ing to the point where you 
want to pass out, too, once 
you’ve read them the same 
book five times and turned 
off the lights. 

Now, imagine being 
in charge of the mental 
well-being of hundreds of 
children. The American 
Counseling Association 
states the maximum 
recommended ratio of stu-
dents to school counselors 
is 250 to 1. 

Iowa’s average ratio? 428 
students to 1 counselor.

The Iowa Parent Teach-
ers’ Association convened 
on March 2 to discuss 
mental-health issues 
among children in Linn 
County. Statistics present-
ed showed that fewer than 
half of children with men-
tal issues receive critical 
early treatment.

Iowa PTA President 
Karen Rowan attributed 
the poor treatment to both 
a lack of awareness and a 
lack of funding for schools.

“People just don’t realize 

that there is an issue,” 
Rowan said.

Early treatment for chil-
dren affected by mental 
illness is more than just 
a temporary Band-Aid 
on a swelling problem; 
early treatment leads to 
long-term development 
and mainstream success 
within schools.  

“When a child mis-
behaves, we often ask, 
‘What’s wrong with you?’ 
” said Rowan, noting that 
it is educators’ duty to get 
to the root of the issue and 
thus pass awareness on 
to fellow educators and 
affected families.

But, again, awareness 
and education about men-
tal issues might not be 
enough when it boils down 
to the sheer numbers of 
students school counselors 
are responsible for — in 
which case, responsibility 
falls on the families of 
affected children.

If they don’t have the 
money to provide private 
treatment and support in 
addition to what schools can 
offer, the cycle continues. 

If families aren’t aware 
that a child has a mental 
issue, the issue festers on 
into adulthood. 

Properly educating fam-
ilies and faculty across the 
board will undoubtedly 
take time and money. 

But so does treating an 
adult in a rampantly declin-
ing mental condition.

by briannE richson
brianne-richson@uiowa.edu



members were in their 60s. 
In 2012, that percentage 
increased to more than 38. 
In the past year, the total 
number of members at the 
center has increased by 500 
people. As of January, the 
membership totaled 1,604, 
compared to 922 in 2006. 

As the number of class 
participants increases, so 
does the number of classes. 
Mary Dusterhoft, a volun-
teer tai-chi teacher since 
2000, said she’s noticed a 
dramatic change.

“When I first started out, 
if you had two people in your 
class, you felt fortunate,” the 
71-year-old said. “There has 
been a big influx of people 
over the years. Now, an av-
erage class is around 19-20 

people for the [intermedi-
ate] class.” 

Members of the interme-
diate class did not include 
any baby boomers — peo-
ple born between 1946 and 
1964, but the older senior 
citizens said they have no-
ticed a younger crowd of 
members within the past 
few years.

“There has been a large 
number of people in their 
50s and early years,” said 

70-year-old member Ed Ro-
lenc. “We have been seeing a 
lot more here; this place has 
quite the reputation.” 

Rolenc, also on the pro-
gram committee for the cen-
ter, said an increase in the 
number of academic classes 
such as math and science 
is helping the members im-
prove their minds as well as 
their bodies.

One of the major changes 
the center has done to ap-

peal to the younger demo-
graphic is to improve the 
weight room as well as offer 
more classes, such as tango 
dancing. Michelle Buhman, 
a program specialist, said 
in the next few years, she 
expects the younger demo-
graphic to continue to rise.

Buhman said the class-
rooms had to be reorga-
nized to hold more people 
at a time, and more classes 
have been added. She said 

that while this is a positive 
increase, it does have its 
drawbacks.

“It’s actually been a real 
challenge to me,” she said. 
“We don’t want to turn any-
one away, but the [volunteer 
teachers] only want to teach 
a class so many times. We’re 
running out of space in so 
many rooms. The [increase 
in attendance] has really 
taken off in the past few 
years.”
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the focus is being placed 
on the issue.

“It is a serious issue, 
and I’m very glad the De-
partment of Education is 
getting involved,” said 
Susan Junis, the educa-
tion coordinator of RVAP. 
“The impact is vast.”

Junis said gen-
der-based violence can 
be defined as sexual 
abuse, dating or domes-
tic violence, or stalking. 
She also said school can 
be one of the first places 
gender-based violence 
can affect a student. 

“For a lot of victims, 
almost immediately, we 

see a drop in grades,” she 
said. “If their perpetrator 
attends the same school, 
that’s going to have a 
huge impact on how safe 
they feel.”

John Bacon, the prin-
cipal of City High, said 
the school takes gen-
der-based violence very 
seriously and works to 
eliminate it by instill-
ing values of respect and 
kindness in its students.

“Strategies to build 
healthy relationships are 
directly addressed in our 
required curriculum in 
classes such as Health,” 
he wrote in an email. 
“They are also reinforced 
in many ways across 
the curriculum through 
the positive relation-
ships that are developed 

between students and 
teachers, counselors, 
coaches, administrators, 
and more.”

Beth Barnhill, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Iowa Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault, said get-
ting students involved in 
the conversation about 
gender-based violence is 
key to overcoming the 
issue.

“I believe there should 
be as much discussion 
about gender-based vi-
olence as there is about 
bullying,” she said. “We 
want to get students 
talking about it, not on-
ly so they can get their 
friends help if they need 
it, but also to create a 
climate in which it’s not 
acceptable.” 

Barnhill said organi-
zations such as the Co-
alition Against Sexual 
Assault bring some fo-
cus to the issue, but not 
enough. She said giving 
attention to the violence 
happening in schools is 
what will make a larger 
difference. 

“I think the public’s 
perception of violence in 
schools involves the most 
extreme incidents: those 
that involve guns,” she 
said. “I’m glad to see at-
tention is being focused 
on the everyday violence 
that many girls and 
young women experience 
in our schools. If we don’t 
address school climates, 
we’re really not going to 
make a difference.” 

Staci Hupp, spokes-

woman for the Iowa De-
partment of Education, 
said there are already 
efforts in place to help 
local schools address 
this issue through the 
Bureau of Learner Strat-
egies and Supports, the 
Bureau of Nutrition and 
Health, and school coun-
seling programs. 

“We support compre-
hensive school counsel-
ing programs that ad-
dress how students treat 
each other,” she said. 

Hupp said this is an 
issue the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education con-
siders to be important 
enough to address be-
cause it impacts how 
students feel when they 
are at school. 

“We already work hard 

to address aggressive 
behavior in Iowa but we 
always look forward to 
seeing how we can build 
on our existing efforts to 
help students feel safe in 
schools,” she said. 

geNder
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$43.5 million. The new 
proposal calls for a 195-
bed jail and court space, 
down from the original 
243-bed proposal.

Supervisor Pat Harney 
believes the option of ex-
panding and renovating 
current facilities can’t be 
justified at this time. 

“It’s really not viable 
at this time to expand 

that,” he said, noting that 
the move has been enter-
tained by current super-
visors. “It’s not just the 
jail, it’s the court space we 
need as well. We can’t go 
up because there wasn’t 
sufficient footings on the 
original [jail] structure, 
and we can’t build out be-
cause there’s not enough 
ground [around the jail] 
to expand upon.”

Supervisor Janelle 
Rettig echoed Harney’s 
thoughts, stressing that 
she couldn’t speculate on 

a plan that didn’t have 
specifics.

Etheredge’s arrival on 
the board comes on the 
heels of Tuesday’s victo-
ry over Democrat Terry 
Dahms by  51 percent to 
49 percent, marking the 
first time since 1962 a 
Republican has served on 
the board. 

Officials said this new 
voice could possibly come 
at just the right time. The 
supervisors and local city 
councils have, in recent 
months, delved into public 

debate over a number of 
county services. 

Most recently, Supervi-
sor Rod Sullivan came un-
der public scrutiny for at-
tacking City Manager Tom 
Markus for what Sullivan 
called misconstruing his 
thoughts. The argument 
was published Feb. 8 on 
his online newsletter.

“There is always a de-
gree of friction between 
local government — 
that’s life,” Mayor Matt 
Hayek said. “We’ve had 
tough spots with respects 

with the animal shel-
ter, SEATS funding, and 
the Joint [Emergency] 
Communications Center, 
that’s to be expected. At 
the end of the day, we 
have mutual interests. 
The city of Iowa City and 
Johnson County overlap 
to a great extent.”

Coralville Mayor Jim 
Fausett believes recent 
disputes between local 
councilors and county 
officials should begin to 
clear up, but he couldn’t 
identify a specific timeta-

ble of events in doing so. 
“There’s been some con-

tention between the coun-
cils and the supervisors, 
but I think it has more or 
less to do with SEATS,” he 
said. “I would certainly be 
willing [to meet] with any 
or all of the supervisors to 
make sure we do work bet-
ter. I think we need to sit 
down with each other, go 
over our agendas, and find 
out exactly what we’re do-
ing that they don’t like 
and what they’re doing we 
don’t like.”

proposAls
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gender-based 
Violence
one in three students report 
experiencing some form of 
abuse. This abuse can have 
several effects. 
• Less focus on school
• Greater likelihood of teen 
pregnancy
• Increased exposure to drugs 
or alcohol
 

Source: Breakthecycle.org
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• spanish Conversation Classes, 12:15 p.m., UIHC 
Pomerantz Family Pavilion Melrose Conference Center 
6
• Joint astrophysics/space Physics seminar, 
“Ground-level detection of ionospheric plasma wave 
processes,” James LaBelle, Dartmouth, 2:30 p.m., 309 
Van Allen
• biology Faculty Candidate seminar, “Histone H2B 
Monoubiquitylation Promotes DNA Replication by Facil-
itating Nucleosome Assmebly,” Kelly Trujillo, University 
of New Mexico, 4 p.m., 101 Biology Building East
• Clarinet studio Recital, 5 p.m., University Capitol 
Center Recital Hall
• Little Village Live, 5 p.m., Public Space One, 129 E. 
Washington
• the air i breathe, with For all i am, Famous Last 
Words, this Romantic tragedy, Forty Fathoms, 5:30 
p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• “modern Families: Changing Families, Challenging 
Laws symposium,” Ralph Richard Banks Keynote 
Address, 5:30 p.m., Boyd Law Building Levitt Auditorium
• night of 1,000 Dinners, 6 p.m., Old Brick, 26 E. 
Market
• Country Dance Lessons, 6:30 p.m., Wildwood, 4919 
Walleye
• Country Dance and Lesson, 7 p.m., Eagles’ Lodge, 
225 Highway 1 W.

• The Intouchables, 7 p.m., Bijou
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Julia Pandl, memoir, 7 
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• tom nothnagle, 7 p.m., Mendoza, 1301 Fifth St., 
Coralville
• Open mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Physics and astronomy Demonstration show, 7 
p.m., Van Allen Lecture Room 1
• india Jazz suites, Hancher Production, 7:30 p.m., 
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Walking the Wire: Too Much Information, 7:30 p.m., 
Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
• Campus activities board movie, Les Misérables, 8 & 
11 p.m., 348 IMU 
• meagan a. Conley, trumpet, 8 p.m., University 
Capitol Center Recital Hall
• Dancers in Company Home Concert, 8 p.m., North 
Hall Space/Place 
• A Dream Play, Mainstage Series, 8 p.m. Theater 
Building Thayer Theater
• eoto, Crizzly, Filibusta, 9 p.m., Blue Moose, 211 Iowa
• 8 ½, 9:30 p.m., Bijou
• mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
• Campus activities board music, David Ramirez, 10 
p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Dan Dimonte and the bad assettes, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club, 13 S. Linn

uitv schedule Campus channel 4,
cable channel 17

12:30 p.m. Iowa Summer Music Camps - Final Jazz Camp Con-

cert Iowa Summer Music Camps - Final Camp Concert, 6/29

2 Java Blend Live musical acts from the Java House in Iowa 

City, produced by Iowa Public Radio

3 UI Symphony Orchestra Arturo Márquez, Maurice Ravel, 

Johannes Brahms featuring Wolfgang David. 9/21/2010.

4:30 Iowa Summer Music Camps - Final Jazz Camp Concert 

Iowa Summer Music Camps - Final Camp Concert, 6/29

6 Lisa Bluder Press Conference Weekly press conference with 

Iowa Women’s Basketball coach Lisa Bluder

6:30 Hawkeye Sports Report University of Iowa sports 

magazine presented by HawkVision productions

7 Java Blend Live musical acts from the Java House in Iowa 

City, produced by Iowa Public Radio

8 Performance and Power: Medical Attitudes toward Tech-

nology in the Hellenistic Period History of Medicine lecture by 

Marquis Berry 11/29/2012

9 Lisa Bluder Press Conference Weekly press conference with 

Iowa Women’s Basketball coach Lisa Bluder

9:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

9:45 Inside Iowa Weekly campus magazine covering educa-

tion, research and service at the Univ. of Iowa

10 Hawkeye Sports Report University of Iowa sports magazine 

presented by HawkVision productions

10:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

10:45 Inside Iowa Weekly campus magazine covering educa-

tion, research and service at the Univ. of Iowa

11 Java Blend Live musical acts from the Java House in Iowa 

City, produced by Iowa Public Radio

midnight Daily Iowan TV News Update

horoscopes thursday, march 7, 2013 
by Eugenia Last

aRies (March 21–April 19) Sit back and relax; time is on your side. Letting your emotions take 
over and making impulsive moves will be to your detriment. Recycle old ideas. A new and 
diverse approach will lead to greater prosperity.
tauRus (April 20–May 20) You’ll be in control. Concentrate on what you want, and go about 
getting it by offering what you can to people who have something to contribute in return. 
Business and personal partnerships will help you expand your interests. 
Gemini (May 21–June 20) Proceed with caution. Be careful not to offer too much for too little. 
Someone will try to take advantage of your good nature, skill, and knowledge. Do your own 
thing, and try not to depend on anyone else. Deception is apparent.
CanCeR (June 21–July 22) A money deal will get rid of debt. Invest in your ideas. Turn a hobby 
into a prosperous endeavor. Love is on the rise, and enjoying the company of someone who 
shares your dream will help make it come true.
LeO (July 23–Aug. 22) Change your direction or the way you live your life by capping your 
spending habits and pushing harder to make more money. Taking a second job or sizing down 
to cut your overhead will allow you to advance personally. 
viRGO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22) Greater interaction with like-minded people will lead to new 
friendships as well as opportunities to use your skills and diversify what you have to offer in 
unusual ways. Love is in the stars, and a close connection will be enhanced. 
LibRa (Sept. 23–Oct. 22) Your changeable attitude will result in criticism from someone you 
feel the need to please. Don’t let emotions cause you to overreact or take on something you 
don’t feel good about pursuing. You must do what’s best for you.
sCORPiO (Oct. 23–Nov. 21) Make a difference to the people you care about most. Your charm, 
originality, and intuitive insight will lead you down a path that will intrigue some while making 
others proud to be by your side. Love is in the stars.
saGittaRius (Nov. 22–Dec. 21) Observe what’s going on around you. Now is not the time 
to make a move or to let others know what you are contemplating. Take better care of your 
health and financial position.
CaPRiCORn (Dec. 22–Jan. 19) Look for a deal that complements your talents and uses your 
experience. A unique presentation will lead to high demand for what you have to offer. Some-
one from your past will help you resurrect an old plan.
aQuaRius (Jan. 20–Feb. 18) Speak boldly and honestly. Honesty will win you favors and 
respect. Changing old habits will help you improve your living arrangements and lifestyle. 
Someone just as unique as you will want to join forces. Believe in your ability.
PisCes (Feb. 19–March 20) Get involved in a cause that will bring you in contact with people 
who have the potential to help you advance. Taking the stage and presenting what you have 
to offer will result in a partnership with someone who complements you.

advertising slogan 
First Drafts:

• HBO: It’s not TV, it’s HBO, 
which is a channel on your TV.

• RadioShack: You’ve got 
questions, we’ve got salespeo-

ple who like to condescend.
• Taco Bell: Think outside 

Grade A through Grade D 
meat.

• Timex: It’ll still work after 
you beat the crap out of it.

• Nike: Just do something 
… anything.

• Kix: Animal- and kid-test-
ed, mother-approved.

• Avis: We try harder, which 
makes it all the more heart-
breaking when we fail you 

miserably.
• Duracell: You can’t top 

the copper top, unless you use 
gold, which we don’t because 
then our batteries would cost 
too much for most people to 

afford.
• Wheaties: The breakfast 

of champions and everyone 
else, too. (I mean, hey, we can’t 

all be winners, buddy.)
• Clairol Herbal Essences: 

It’ll make you moan like a 
cheap prostitute.

• American Express: Don’t 
leave home without it. Or 
a gun. You know, in case of 

werewolves.
• Maybelline: Maybe she’s 

born with it, but you’re not, so 
use our products and seethe 

with inward hatred.
• Sure: Sniff your pits if 

you’re Sure.
• U.S. Army: Be all you can 

be, unless it’s a queer.
• Burger King: Take it or 

leave it.
• The New York Times: 

News and shtuff.

Andrew R. Juhl thanks 
Erik J for help with today’s 

Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the 
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the 
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the 
University of Iowa.

CHECK OUT dailyiowan.com FOR MORE PUZZLES

Iowa City employee Tanner Fuhrmeister shovels snow off a bench on the Pedestrian Mall on 
Wednesday. Iowa City saw around 5 inches of snow on Tuesday. (The Daily Iowan/Sam Louwagie)
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The Daily Iowan
Dare to wear the foolish clown face.

— Frank sinatra 

nO business Like snOW business

The Daily Iowan
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Don’t miss: 
kRui Low Frequency series 13: the so so Glos, supersonic Piss, & Huge Lewis

march 10 • Doors: 7 p.m. / show: 8 p.m. • Public space Z (lower 
level of Wesley Center, 120 n. Dubuque)

admission: free
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start in the tournament. 
“We’ve had really good 

glimpses, and we’ve had 
a pretty bad streak,” Log-
ic said. “Just being that 
consistent team that’s in 
every game — that’s what 
we’re capable of being. 
You never go into a game 

thinking that we can’t 
stick with a team — just 
have fun again. I think we 
got away from that a little 
bit, just being frustrated. 

“We’re back to that 
now.”

bASketbAll
ConTInueD froM 8A

“I’ve thought about it,” 
Ramos said. “It’s exciting, 
but I have to get through 
the two rounds before then.”

‘Add a couple of more 
guys, and it is the 
NCAA bracket’

Mike Evans admitted 
that his schedule tough-
ened him up a bit this sea-
son.

It seems almost obvi-
ous that he said that. The 
Big Ten’s toughest weight 
class, arguably, has been 
174-pounds this season. Of 
the country’s top 11 wres-
tlers at the weight, all but 
three are in the Big Ten.

Evans went 7-1 in Big 
Ten duals this season, los-

ing only to Minnesota’s 
Logan Storley, 4-3, on Jan. 
26. Looking ahead is not 
something Evans, pre-seed-
ed second at the weight, can 
afford. His regular season 
taught him that.

“When you get those 
ranked guys match after 
match after match, that’s 
how it’s going to be at Big 
Tens and NCAAs. It’s going 
to be match after match af-
ter match,” Evans said. “You 
add a couple of more guys, it 
is the NCAA bracket.”

McDonough ready for 
redemption

Matt McDonough ad-
mits that he’s been strug-
gling lately. But he also 
said that battling through 
these trials can only lead to 
good things.

The Iowa senior has 
lost just two of his last 

six matches, but that’s 
been unusual for the 
two-time national cham-
pion. The vulnerability 
he’s displayed as of late, 
though, hasn’t stopped 
McDonough from working 
even harder.

The pre-seeds have Mc-
Donough slated as the 
No. 1 wrestler in the Big 
Ten at 125 pounds. The 
final seeding will be the 
ultimate say before wres-
tling begins on Saturday 
— there’s an interesting 
scenario at the weight 
among the top three wres-
tlers: McDonough defeated 
Penn State’s Nico Megalu-
dis, who pinned Illinois’s 
Jesse Delgado, who beat 
McDonough.

“Everyone is going after 
it,” McDonough, a two-time 
Big Ten champion, said. “I 
have to go in there with the 
mindset that I’m going to 
take what’s mine.”

wreStliNg
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just took a little confidence 
to get there, but I’m there 
now.”

taylor blossoming 

Theairra Taylor’s career 
got off to a slow start, but 
she has been one of the 
Black and Gold’s top players 
in her junior season. Taylor 
is averaging career-highs in 

points (8.2 per game), steals 
(1 per game), and field-goal 
percentage (39.7 percent) 
in her first full season as a 
starter.

The native of St. Paul, 
Minn., suffered a trio of ACL 
tears dating back to her se-
nior year of high school, and 
Bluder said seeing Taylor 
playing at such a high level 
is inspiring. 

“She’s always been an in-
credible example, anybody 
looks at her, [for] how badly 
you want to play the game,” 
Bluder said. “She could have 
easily walked away with her 

scholarship and been on the 
sidelines for us. She wants 
to be in the game.”

Senior guard Jaime Printy 
said Taylor is a game-chang-
er for the Hawkeyes with 
her skill and intensity on 
both ends of the floor.

“She gives us that quick 
spark that we need,” 
Printy said. “We’re not 
known as the quickest 
team in the world, but 
Theairra definitely is real-
ly fast, and has good hands 
on defense, and does all 
the little things that peo-
ple don’t realize.”

JohNSoN
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championships on a team-
based and individual stand-
point. The difference, Iowa 
gymnasts say, has been the 
team’s focused mentality 
and sense of togetherness. 

“This year’s team has 
a greater sense of whole,” 
senior Brody Shemansky 
said. “We’re more unified, 
and we have a unified goal. 
Because of that, we’re work-
ing together more efficient-
ly, which helps the efficien-
cy in practices. And when 
that happens, it shows up 
in the meets.”

Several members of the 
Hawkeye squad have flour-
ished this season. Senior 
Javier Balboa is riding a 
streak in which he has won 
the all-around competition 
four meets in a row. The 
native of Monterrey, Mexi-
co, has an average score of 
85.817 in the all-around, 
ranked fifth nationally by 
GymInfo. 

“Every time we go to a 
competition, the other team 
knows that Iowa will be 
ready,” Balboa said. “We’ve 
been working really hard 
to try to raise Iowa’s stan-
dards.” 

The Black and Gold have 
two dual meets remaining 
on their schedule before the 
Big Ten meet, which will 
take place April 5-6 in Min-
neapolis.

Another change that has 
occurred for the Hawkeyes 
this year, Shemansky said, 
is the excitement level 
about postseason competi-
tion.

“There’s definitely more 
excitement and drive,” the 
Los Gatos, Calif., native 
said. “In previous years, we 
wouldn’t be as focused or 
excited for the end of the 
year like we are right now. 
That’s definitely a major 
difference for us.”

The Hawkeyes have not 

recently been in a position 
to contend as they are this 
season. That alone, the 
team says, is enough to de-
clare this season a success. 
And although the amount of 
hardware they bring home 
will define this year’s squad 
for some, the Hawkeyes are 
sure this type of success 
won’t be stopping any time 
soon.

“We want to show peo-
ple that Iowa is a changing 
program,” Alberhasky said. 
“We want to show Iowa is 
a top-contending teams so 
that recruits can see that 
and want to come on a re-
cruiting visit here. And we 
want to keep that energy 
going for years to come.”

gyMNAStiCS
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Iowa’s Morgan Johnson posts up against Penn State in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 14. (The Daily Iowan/Adam 
Wesley)

Iowa’s Lance Alberhasky competes on the rings against Nebraska in Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Feb. 23. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)



For the second time in five days, the 
Iowa women’s basketball team will play 
the Northwestern Wildcats. They’ll 
suit up in the Sears Center, where the 
stakes will be a bit higher. 

It’s Big Ten Tournament time, and 
for the Hawkeyes to live up to expecta-
tions, they need to pick up right where 
they left off after their 62-45 victory on 
March 2 over the Wildcats. 

“Here we are again,” head coach Lisa 
Bluder said. “It’s kind of ironic. Eleven 
[other] teams you could be playing in 
the conference and playing the same 
team back to back in the conference 
tournament.” 

Bluder is excited about the change in 
venue — the tournament will be hosted 
at the Sears Center Arena in Hoffman 
Estates, Ill. 

“I told the team the last time we 
changed venue and went to Grand Rap-
ids, we came home with the trophy,” 

Bluder said. “So why not do it again?” 
After earning a spot in the Top-25 

rankings in Feb., the team went on a 
five-game losing skid, including a 67-
65 heartbreaker to the Wildcats Feb. 3. 
The squad managed to finish the season 
on a two-game winning streak and won 
three of their last four.

“Losing five in a row is definitely 
hard, especially midseason in confer-
ence play,” senior Jaime Printy said. 
“But we did a good job of getting out of 
that with a huge win at Purdue. And 
then winning these last two games 
when we knew we needed to, and we 
had that pressure on us, was great for 
our team.”

If the team defeats the Wildcats to-
day, a third matchup with Nebraska 
awaits them. The team is 0-5 in confer-
ence and postseason play against the 
Huskers since they joined the confer-
ence in 2011. 

Iowa was torched by the now-No. 21 
Huskers in its last outing, losing 66-46 
on Feb. 24 in Lincoln. Nebraska is one 

of just two ranked teams in the Big Ten, 
with the other being No. 8 Penn State. 
Iowa fell to the Nittany Lions on Feb. 
14, in Carver-Hawkeye Arena, 81-69.

Sophomore guard Sam Logic said the 
team needs to prove what kind of team 
they’re capable of being, which will 

SportS Thursday, March 7, 2013

Big Ten Women’s Basketball 
Tournament
Who: Iowa vs. Northwestern
When: 11:30 a.m. today
Where: Sears Center, Hoffman Estates, Ill. 
Watch: Big Ten Network 

Hoopsters head to tourney Johnson 
on brink 
of record

Ramos hungry for championship
Gymnasts’ 
hopes ride 
high

noTeBook

noTeBook

Go To 
DailyioWan.com

today for full coverage of 
tHe tournament.

SEE BaskeTBall, 7a

After an up-and-down season, the Iowa women’s basketball team wants to prove what kind of team 
it is in the Sears Center.

Iowa senior Jaime Printy goes up for a lay-up against Penn State in carver-Hawkeye on feb. 14. Printy and the Hawkeyes will face northwestern in the first round of the 
Big ten tournament today in chicago. (the daily Iowan/adam Wesley)

By maTT caBel
matthew-cabel@uiowa.edu

Morgan Johnson stands just one 
game away from holding the Io-
wa record for the number of career 
games played. But four years ago, she 
wouldn’t have guessed she’d have even 
one game played on such a large stage.

Hawkeye head coach Lisa Bluder 
recalled a phone conversation during 
Johnson’s recruitment and said it 
seemed as though Johnson didn’t think 
she belonged at a power conference 
school.

“I remember even when I was sit-
ting in my house when I was talking to 
her about this in a phone call, talking 
to her, letting her know I thought she 
could be successful at this level,” Blud-
er said. “I could almost feel the relief 
coming over the phone from her be-
cause I think other coaches that were 
recruiting her were telling her she 
wasn’t good enough to play at the BCS 
level.

“When you’re 17 years old, you listen 
to adults a lot.”

But even then, Johnson wasn’t com-
pletely sure she was talented enough 
to play at the Big Ten level. When she 
found out she would be thrown to the 
wolves from Day One, she said she was 
a little intimidated.

“I was terrified,” she said. “I think I 
almost cried before my first game when 
I realized I was starting. It was quite 
terrifying.”

She said she still wasn’t sold until 
partway through her sophomore sea-
son in Black and Gold — after she had 
started all 34 games and led all con-
ference freshmen in rebounding in her 
first year. 

Now Johnson leads the Hawkeyes in 
scoring and rebounding, and she holds 
the school record for blocked shots in 
a career.

“Before I came here, not too many 
big schools were looking at me,” John-
son said. “It was mostly mid-majors. It 

Senior Morgan Johnson once 
thought she didn’t belong at a 
Big Ten school. She’s proven 
otherwise.

By Tork mason
tork-mason@uiowa.edu

SEE johnson, 7a

Tom Brands was momen-
tarily caught off-guard during 
his chat with the media on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The Iowa wrestling coach 
was answering a question that 
pertained to the upcoming 
Big Ten championships, and 
if he was surprised by any of 
the pre-seeds that were an-
nounced three days ago. He 
wasn’t, he said, and he really 
isn’t worried about the seeds.

“But once those brackets are 
laid out,” Brands said, “it’ll be 
one match at a time …”

He paused. Tony Ramos had 
just walked into the practice 
room, sporting his usual grin. 
Brands looked as if he was 
about to say something to Ra-
mos but thought differently 
and just smiled.

Brands continued speaking.
“… into the awards, and to 

create credentials and acco-
lades for yourself.”

It seems both fitting and 
humorous that Brands spoke 
loosely about winning individu-
al Big Ten titles as Ramos, one 
of the favorites at 133pounds, 
strolled into the practice room.

Should the Big Ten wres-
tling championships seedings 
hold, Ramos will find himself 
up against a string of tough 
wrestlers. The Glenbard North 
product, of Carol Stream, Ill., 
is predicted to nab the second 
seed in one of the league’s 
deepest weight-classes — five 

of the top-seven seeded wres-
tlers are ranked in the top 10 
nationally.

Ramos’ record shows he’s 
ready for every foe who steps 
on the opposing line. He went 
8-0 in Big Ten duals this sea-
son with four pins, three ma-
jor-decisions, and one techni-

cal-fall. He is slated to meet 
Ohio State’s Logan Stieber, if 
everything goes according to 
the seeds, in a highly antici-
pated bout for a Big Ten cham-
pionship on the afternoon of 
March 10.

Tony Ramos is looking 
for a spot on Iowa’s Big 
Ten champions wall.

By coDy GooDWin
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

SEE WresTlinG, 7a

The No. 8 Iowa men’s gymnastics 
team is not used to contending for 
high-level accolades. The squad has 
been in the lower tier of the conference 
for nearly a decade — and this year 
was not supposed to be any different.

“Normally, we’re always pegged as 
the bottom team in the Big Ten,” soph-
omore Lance Alberhasky said. “It’s 
been like that for the past 10 years. 
But we’re definitely surprising people. 
Teams know they have to be on their 
‘A game’ to beat us. And we know that 
we can beat all of the teams in the Big 
Ten.”

Despite the low expectations and 
mediocre prognosis for the squad, as 
Alberhasky said, the Black and Gold 
have put together a successful season. 
The Hawkeyes won consecutive dual 
meets for the first time in third-year 
head coach JD Reive’s tenure — they 
won three-consecutive meets against 
teams ranked in the top 10 nationally.

For the first time in a decade, Iowa 
gymnastics is a serious contender in 
the Big Ten meet and even the NCAA 

Despite low expectations, the 
Iowa men’s gymnastics team 
has put together a strong 
season.

By ryan ProBasco
ryan-probasco@uiowa.edu

SEE GymnasTics, 7a

Iowa’s tony ramos reacts after losing a 5-2 decision to ohio States logan Stieber at the Big ten wrestling championships in 
West lafayette, Ind., on march 4, 2012. a potential rematch between ramos and Stieber is one of the most highly anticipated 
matches at this year’s Big ten championships in champaign, Ill., this weekend. (the daily Iowan/file Photo)
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Staging 
the Impossible

By Emma mcclatchEy
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

In dreams, even the most absurd or logic-defying feats 
can feel commonplace. This surreal sense is present in A 
Dream Play, the University of Iowa’s newest Mainstage 
Production, full of seemingly random characters, action, 
music, and fantasy.

A Dream Play, based on the 1901 play by August Strind-
berg, will open at 8 p.m. today in the Theater Building’s 
Thayer Theater and run through March 16. Caryl Chur-
chill’s modern adaptation follows an angelic god named Ag-
nes who travels the Earth in an attempt to explain human 
suffering.

Agnes’ encounters with more than 60 different characters 
— portrayed by 12 actors — call into question some of the 
most basic and complex mysteries about life.

Director David Hanzal, a third-year M.F.A. candidate in 

on the web on the air calendar
Get updates about local arts & entertain-
ment events on Twitter  
@DailyIowanarts.

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 Fm at 4 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in our 
online calendar?To submit a listing visit  
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

A Dream Play
Mainstage Series
When: 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday and March 13-16, 2 p.m. 
March 10
Where: Theater Building Thayer Theater
admission: $5 for UI students, $17 for nonstudents, $12 
for 65 and older, $10 for youth 17 and younger

See DREam, 8B phoToS By jUan CarloS herrera/DeSIGn By haley nelSon



In the dimly lit, intimate 
ambiance of one particu-
lar restaurant, a light will 
shine upon one man and 
his guitar as he searches to 
find truth in his past.

By breaking through 
trying times of heartache 
and sadness, singer and 
guitarist David Ramirez 
has unlocked a part of him-
self to cross the line from 
musician to honest song-
writer.

His quest for truth has 
led him to travel all over 
the nation. Today, Ramirez 
will connect with an au-
dience at the Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington St. His perfor-
mance will begin at 10 p.m.

“Life is bigger than just 
the relationships we have 
and don’t have,” he said. 
“All I used to write about 
were girls and heartache. 
Writing about other things 
was difficult, but I made it 
happen. I just had to open 
up my mind to think about 
other topics.”

The indie-rock singer’s 
new album, Apologies, ex-
emplifies his attempt to 
provide a light that shines 
through life’s hardest 
points.

“The title of this album 
carries a lot of weight with 
it,” he said. “I experienced 
some dark times for four 
years leading up to the al-
bum. I went through a lot 
of regrets and remorse. In 
order for me to figure out 
why I went down some of 
those roads, I needed to 
understand where I came 
from and why I went down 
some of those roads.”

The Texas native 
stopped playing baseball in 
high school to join the fine 
arts, and since then, his 
love for the stage has never 
faltered.

“After I graduated, I 
went to college because it’s 
what people do,” he said. 
“After a couple years of do-
ing it, I was unhappy and 
didn’t want to waste more 
time doing something I 
wasn’t passionate about.”

His passion for music 
has taken him to venues 

ranging from bar scenes, 
restaurants, church scenes, 
and various coffee shops. 
Ramirez has a peculiar 
take on connecting with 
the audience throughout 
each performance. He re-
membered his very first 
performance with sweaty 
palms but a hopeful heart. 

“Once I was finished, 
there was an indescribable 
feeling,” he said. “It was 
exciting to be part of some-
thing that created a strong 
emotional reaction from 
the audience. To share 
something that was mine 
made from start to finish 
was nerve racking. But for 
the audience to experience 
a part of myself through 
music was an awesome 
feeling.”

Ramirez used the analo-
gy of going on a road trip to 
describe each of his perfor-
mances.

“When the audience 
members walk in that door, 
they essentially step in 
the car with me,” he said. 
“They trust me. They com-
municate to me that wher-
ever you want to take us 
we are on board. I’m taken 
aback and touched by it all. 
It pushes me to be better.”

Ramirez was discovered 
and asked to come to per-
form in Iowa City when he 
was at the National Asso-
ciation for Campus Activi-
ties, a regional conference 
in St. Paul, Minn., offering 
student organizations and 
student planning commit-
tees to get a taste of artists 
and talent full of potential. 
Campus Activities Board 
Executive Director Ka-
tie Brown, along with the 
13 other board executive 
members, attended the 
conference and witnessed 

Ramirez’s touching perfor-
mance.

“Just seeing him in his 
performance and how he 
throws himself into the 
music is really inspiring. 
He really has his heart in 
the music,” Brown said.

Singer and guitarist 
Jack Baker will open for 
Ramirez. Baker won the 
Campus Activities Board 
open-mike night during 
the fall semester.

Logan Hood, the activ-
ities-board executive di-
rector of comedy, said the 
Mill’s quaint qualities al-
low audiences to have an 
intimate experience with 
performers.

 “The Mill is an Iowa 
City entertainment sta-
ple; it has been around 
for 50 years and has en-
compassed a vast array of 
artists,” he said. “The laid-
back vibe and chill atmo-
sphere is what draws in all 
types of crowds and makes 
them excited to come and 
watch a national headliner 
or the open mike on Mon-
day nights.”

Celtic-rock band 
Gaelic Storm will bring 
what the members call 
“the people’s music” to 
the Englert stage, 221 
E. Washington St., at 7 
p.m. March 10. Tickets 
are available at the box 
office or online for $25 to 
$35.

Gaelic Storm started 
out at a Santa Moni-
ca pub in 1996. Since 
then, the group has re-
leased nine albums, all 
of which have appeared 
on Billboard’s Top World 
Music Chart. Its latest 
album, Chickenboxer, 
was a heavyweight that 
made a big splash with 
its anthems and tradi-
tional ballads. The Daily 
Iowan talked with Gael-
ic Storm’s founder, Steve 
Twigger, about the fans, 
what’s he’s listening to 
now, and what the band 
has planned for the fu-
ture. 

The Daily Iowan: 

What are your shows 
like for your fans? What 
kind of fan base do you 
have?

Steve Twigger: You 
know, it’s every walk 
of life, really, every age 
group. We’ve had up to 
four generations of the 
same family at shows 
before, from babies and 
90-year-olds. I was just 
reading a Facebook post 
the other day from a 

mother who said she 
had brought her par-
ents and kids to the 
show, and it was great 
that everybody could 
have a good time. The 
music is lively, energet-
ic and uplifting. 

weekend events

movies | music | words | film
dance | theater | lectures

today 3.7

friday 3.8

saturday 3.9

sunday 3.10

music
• clarinet studio recital, 5 
p.m., university capitol center 
recital hall
• the air i Breathe, with for 
all i am, famous last words, 
this romantic tragedy, forty 
fathoms, 5:30 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 e. washington
• tom nothnagle, 7 p.m., men-
doza, 1301 fifth st., coralville
• open mike, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s, 730 s. dubuque
• meagan a. conley, trumpet, 8 
p.m., university capitol center 
recital hall
• eoto, crizzly, filibusta, 9 
p.m., Blue moose, 211 iowa
• campus activities Board 
music, david ramirez, 10 p.m., 
mill, 120 e. Burlington
• dan dimonte and the Bad 
assettes, 10 p.m., Yacht club, 
13 s. linn
• mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

cinema
• The Intouchables, 7 p.m., 
Bijou
• campus activities Board 
movie, Les Misérables, 8 & 11 
p.m., 348 imu 
• 8 1/2, 9:30 p.m., Bijou

words
• Little Village live, 5 p.m., 

Public space one, 129 e. 
washington
• “live from Prairie lights,” 
Julia Pandl, memoir, 7 p.m., 
Prairie lights, 15 s. dubuque
• open mike, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s, 730 s. dubuque

theater
• Walking the Wire: Too Much 
Information, 7:30 p.m., river-
side theater, 213 n. Gilbert
• A Dream Play, mainstage 
series, 8 p.m. theater Building 
thayer theater

dance
•india Jazz suites, hancher 
Production, 7:30 p.m., englert, 
221 e. washington
• country dance lessons, 6:30 
p.m., wildwood, 4919 walleye
• country dance and lesson, 
7 p.m., eagle’s lodge, 225 
highway 1 w.
• dancers in company home 
concert, 8 p.m., north hall 
space/Place

miscellaneous
• spanish conversation class-
es, 12:15 p.m., uihc Pomerantz 
family Pavilion melrose confer-
ence center 6
• night of 1,000 dinners, 6 
p.m., old Brick, 26 e. market

music
• equilateral, 5 p.m., mill, 120 e. 
Burlington
• Karaoke night, 6 p.m., asian 
Pacific-american cultural center
• José Gobbo’s Jazz & Bossa nova, 
7 p.m., mendoza
• the olympics, 8 p.m., Blue moose
• charlie Parr, with sam Knutson, 
9 p.m., mill
• henhouse Prowlers, with frank f. 
sidney’s western Bandit volun-
teers, 10 p.m., Yacht club
• Jon wayne & the Pain, with Zeta 
June, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

theater
• Walking the Wire: Too Much 
Information, 7:30 p.m., riverside 
theater
• A Dream Play, mainstage series, 
8 p.m. thayer theater

cinema
• Chasing Ice, 7 p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board movie, 
Les Misérables, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 
imu
• Rust and Bone, 9 p.m., Bijou
• Stand By Me, 11 p.m., Bijou

words
• ui center for the Book Brownell 
lecture on the history of the 
Book, 2 p.m., 240 art Building 
west

dance
• dancers in company home 
concert, 8 p.m., space/Place 

miscellaneous
• “Backwards is the new for-
ward,” art and architecture of 
north india, 8 a.m., imu Kendall 
Gallery
• imagining a feminist utopia in 
19th century iowa: unveiling a 
Parallel, 11:45 a.m., 2390 univer-
sity capitol center 
• ui educator Job fair, 1 p.m., 
imu second-floor ballroom
• roundtable conversation about 
the violence against women act, 
4 p.m., women’s resource and 
action center
• worldcanvass, “the Book 
culture, languages, and arts of 
indigenous Peoples,” with Joan 
Kjaer of international Programs, 
5 p.m., old capitol museum

music
• roger oyster, euphonium 
master class, 10 a.m., univer-
sity capitol center recital hall 
• ui chamber orchestra, 3 
p.m., riverside recital hall
• ui horn choir, 4 p.m., river-
side recital hall
• saturday night music, the 
recliners, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s
• the smawpad trio, 7 p.m., 
mendoza
• old capitol chorus 2013, 
7:30 p.m., englert
• ol’ thrashers vi, 9 p.m., mill
• afrozep, with chatsworth 
and dupree featuring cornmeal 
members wavy dave and craig 
Gangi, 10 p.m., Yacht club
• hip-hop night hosted by 
dJ Pat, with Bam musik, vo 
marley, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

cinema
• Rush and Bone, 4 & 8:30 
p.m., Bijou
• Chasing Ice, 6:30 p.m., Bijou
• Stand By Me, 11 p.m., Bijou

• campus activities Board 
movie, Les Misérables, 8 & 11 
p.m., 348 imu

theater
• Walking the Wire: Too Much 
Information, 7:30 p.m., river-
side theater
• A Dream Play, mainstage 
series, 8 p.m. thayer theater

dance
• dancers in company home 
concert, 8 p.m., space/Place

words
• saturday science: materials 
at work, “the wonderful world 
of Polymers: from superglue 
to supersonic materials,” allan 
Guymon, a.k.a. “the Polymer 
Guy,” 9 a.m., 104 iowa ad-
vanced technology labs

miscellaneous
• “Backwards is the new 
forward,” art and architecture 
of north india, 8 a.m., imu 
Kendall Gallery

music
• Jessica reynolds altfillisch, 
viola, noon, university capitol 
center recital hall
• chamber orchestra, 3 p.m., 
riverside recital hall
• Gaelic storm, 7 p.m., englert
• center for new music guest 
artist, ensemble: Peripherie, 
7:30 p.m., riverside recital hall
• Big chocolate, J rabbit, loki, 
8 p.m., Blue moose

cinema
• Chasing Ice, 3 p.m., Bijou

• Rust and Bone, 5 p.m., Bijou

theater
• A Dream Play, mainstage 
series, 2 p.m. thayer theater
• Walking the Wire: Too Much 
Information, 2 p.m., riverside 
theater

miscellaneous
• “Backwards is the new for-
ward,” art and architecture of 
north india, 8 a.m., imu Kendall 
Gallery

New Movies
oPeninG this weeKend

Oz the Great and Powerful
A modern-day twist on The Wizard 
of Oz, this fantastical story tells 
the tale of Oscar Diggs (James 
Franco), a circus magician from 
Kansas who finds himself in the 
Land of Oz. He meets three witch-
es played by Mila Kunis, Rachel 
Weisz, and Michelle Williams, 
who don’t believe he is the great 
wizard everyone has been waiting 
for. Diggs must use his magic skills 
to defeat the evil witch and save 
the land before it’s too late.

Dead Man Down
Directed by Niels Ardent Oplev of 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, 
this action thriller stars Colin 
Farrell and Noomi Rapace, who 
are brought together as complete 
strangers for the ultimate goal 
of revenge. The film also stars 
Terrence Howard and Dominic 
Cooper.

at the BiJou

Rust And Bone
Ali, a bouncer at a nightclub, 
crosses paths with the beautiful 
Stephanie, who he thinks he will 
never see again. When the orca 
whales Stephanie trains undergo 
a performance mishap, she calls 
the phone number Ali left with her, 
and the two are reunited.
show times: 9 p.m. Friday, 4 p.m. 
and 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 5 p.m. 
March 10

beer
of the weeK

Peach Porch Lounger
Product of: New Belgium Brew-
ing, Fort Collins, Colo.
serving style: 1 Pint 6 fluid 
bottle
New Belgium Brewing asks you to 
take a leap of faith with its Peach 
Porch Lounger as part of its Lips 
of Faith Series. If you’re a fan 
of beer with juice additives, the 
Lounger is a refreshing beer with 
an impressively restrained alco-
hol bite for the 9.4 percent ABV.
smell: Molasses is mostly in 
control here, giving the ale a 
deep, sweet odor that’s roundly 
finished with lemon. Thankfully, 
the peach is mostly absent; 
otherwise, it would overpower 
the beer entirely. 3.6/5
appearance: The Lounger is 
constantly streaming carbon-
ation, which is always a good sign 
for a light, fruity ale. The pale 
yellow beer also leaves copious 
amounts of delicate lacing on the 
glass. 4.4/5
taste: First, sweet molasses 
coats your tongue; second, the 
residual sweetness bubbles into 
a citrusy lemon zing; and finally, 
peach plays ringer, giving the 
closing taste a balanced finish. 
The peach flavor was a bit pro-
nounced for my taste, but on a 
summer day it’d probably be near 
perfection. 3.5/5
I’d enjoy this beer a lot more if 
New Belgium Brewing dialed back 
the peach juice a little bit, but 
all things considered, it’s still an 
extremely drinkable beer with a 
well-rounded flavor profile. It’s a 
great beer to keep in your fridge 
for people who still want to drink 
a beer but want an option that’s 
more exciting than traditional 
light beers. 11.5/15

- dan verhille
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The songs of a journey

Gaelic storm hits iC

By audreY dwYer
audrey-dwyer@uiowa.edu

By emilY Burds
emily-burds@uiowa.edu

caB music, 
david ramirez 
(Jack Baker opening act)
when: Doors open at 9 p.m. 
today
where: Mill, 120 E Burlington
admission: Free

PUBLICITY

PUBLICITY

Go to 
dailYiowan.com

to listen to some 
of DaviD RamiRez’s 

Recent songs.

Go to 
dailYiowan.com
foR the Rest of the 

q & a



It may come as a sur-
prise to many to hear that 
the people over at Riot 
Games proudly tout them-
selves as having made the 
most-played video game 
in the world. Their free-
to-play PC game, League 
of Legends, has become a 
global epidemic with no 
end in sight.

The game is reported-
ly played in 145 countries 
with 12 million daily active 
players and a whopping 1 
billion hours of the game 
are played every month.

Some of you may be 
thinking I’m a little late 
to the game. I resisted try-
ing League of Legends for 
a long time despite having 
heard mostly good things 
from my friends. Mostly, I 
had heard the games could 
last over an hour, and I 
was worried about the time 
commitment, which does 
turn out to be rather large.

I’ll admit that League is 
a good time, but I feel ob-
ligated to post a disclaim-
er of sorts that it’s a time 
warp. I’m not joking — this 
game is like quicksand.

The basic objective of 
League is to destroy the 
other team’s base, or nexus, 
which can only be done by 
defeating the AI-controlled 
minions and towers guard-
ing it. Players in teams of 
five versus five or three 
versus three must fight be-
hind their minions march-
ing down one of three lanes 
toward the other team.

Each player or “Sum-
moner” controls a cham-
pion that he either selects 
from the 10 free-to-play 
champions of the week or 
from his personal bank of 
champions. More than 100 
champions exist in forms 
ranging from space bugs to 
Spartans to robots to were-
wolves; if Riot Games has 
accomplished anything in 
its champion designs, it’s 
eschewing the need to re-
main faithful to any genre.

Each champion has 
unique abilities that are 
generally adapted toward a 
specific play style, but with 
the use of runes, masteries, 
and items — all nonsense 
terms to me when I began 
— can fill a more specific 
niche on a team. What’s 
disappointing to learn at 
the outset is, all of those 
jargon words provide very 
real statistical advantages 
to the players who have 
unlocked them with expe-
rience points.

Maybe you can see where 
this is going … if you’re 
just starting out, you’re 
going to get pummeled. It’s 
not going to be very fun or 
sporting, but eventually 
the tables will turn.

Unlike most other online 
games whose lobbies are 
laced with profanity and 
vulgarities, League is actu-
ally one of the most respect-
ful communities I’ve par-
ticipated in, so losing’s not 
all bad. Sure, in any group 
large enough, there will be 
a few assholes, but the arbi-
tration process does a fairly 
good job weeding out the 
jerks because the remain-
ing majority is usually very 
kind and helpful.

Although the players are 
usually nice, all too often 
people are too stubborn 
to acknowledge imminent 
defeat, and you will find 
yourself spending 20 ex-
tra minutes getting tossed 
around by a storm while 
your winning opponents 
take their sweet time fin-
ishing you off.

The key to not getting 
annihilated is coordinat-
ing your champion selec-
tion with your teammate, 
which is always something 
of a chore given that there 
are only 10 free options, 
but more can be unlocked 
with experience earned 
from games or by purchas-
ing them.

Each champion has sev-
eral alternative outfits, 
or skins, which can only 
be purchased. Often, they 
serve the function of al-
lowing hyper-sexualized 
champion women to show 
off their stature-toppling 
balloon-breasts in sultry 
outfits that seem entirely 
inappropriate for combat.

When I first discovered 
that it cost $5 for a police-
woman version of my fa-
vorite character, I thought 
there was no chance people 
would actually fork over 
the dough, but rationality 
be damned, the “alt skins” 
are extremely popular and 
responsible for keeping 
this massive free-to-play 
game afloat.

I’m curious as to what 
percent of the 12 million 
active daily users quali-
fy as leeches (playing but 
never buying anything), 
because I question the 
long-term solvency of any 
system that supports so 
many players without the 
reliable support of a sub-
scription fee.

My biggest complaint 
with League usually stems 
from service issues: logging 
out and reconnecting is a 
mess; sometimes there’s a 
20-minute wait just to log 
in, and all too often the pro-
gram crashes completely.

Although service is-
sues are to be expected 
with a free-to-play game, 
my greatest annoyance is 
something Riot could fix 
quite easily: A team cannot 
surrender until the game 
clock reaches 20 minutes, 

even though the game can 
essentially be unwinnable 
for a team within 10.

Outside of some minor 
faults, League of Legends 
is worth trying while the 
phenomenon lives on. 
Hopefully, the newly re-
leased Mac client for the 

game will balance the gen-
der ratio, but somehow I 
doubt that is what’s keep-
ing the girls away.
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Gamer Talk

league of 
legends 
League of Legends is 
 arguably the most widely 
played video game in the 
world. Here are some interest-
ing statistics:
• Played in 145 countries
• 12 million daily active 
players (Instagram only has 
7.5 million for example)
• 1 billion hours played/month
• 90 percent of players are 
male
• 85 percent are between the 
ages 16 and 30
• 60 percent completed some 
college

Joining League of Legends late in the game

By Dan VerHille
daniel-verhille@uiowa.edu

PubLICITy
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A different 
dimension of dance

“The fastest feet in 
rhythm,” the ads say.

That’s a pretty high 
expectation to live up to, but 
tap-dancer Jason Samuels 
Smith has been doing just 
that for several years. 

Smith, along with India’s 
Kathak master Pandit Chitresh 
Das, will perform in a Hancher 
concert at the Englert The-
ater, 221 E. Washington St., 
at 7:30 p.m. today. Admission 
ranges from $10 to $35.

The show combines tap 
dance with traditional Kathak 
in addition to two live bands 
to create a unique experience 
for the audience. Since its 
première in 2005, the two 

made quite a name for them-
selves, and the Hancher folks 
eagerly anticipate the event.

“We take great care to 
program artists who have 
exceptional craft and tech-
nique while also offering 
inspiration, joy, and/or insight 
into the human condition,” 
said Hancher Programming 
Director Jacob Yarrow. “The 
dancers in the show are 
legendary. Pandit Chitresh 
Das is a master at the Indian 
form of Kathak dance, and 
Jason Samuels Smith is one 
of the world’s most breath-
taking tap dancers. The show 
combines Indian and American 
art forms, including two 
live bands, in a thoughtful 
manner that shows how they 
fit together — all while being 

true to tradition. I also like 
the intergenerational aspect 
of the show.”

Not only is the show 
intergenerational, but it also 
appeals to a wide variety of 
cultures, backgrounds, and 
origins. 

“The evening offers expe-
rience with different cultures 
and art forms that are less 
familiar to some of us,” said 
Yarrow. “And it is also en-
tertaining and full of fun and 
amazing feats of skill.”

— by Justus Flair

Go to 
DAilyiowAn.com
AfTEr THE SHoW To SEE 
PHoToS from THE INDIA 

JAzz SuITES PErformANCE.

Early farmers’ 
market arrives

 Winter blues haunting you 
through the dark and dreary 
snow-filled days? Do not 
despair; spring is almost here.

To proclaim the good news 
of spring just around the cor-
ner, the Iowa City Parks and 
recreation Department will 
host an early spring market 
at Grant Wood Elementary 
School, 930 Lakeside, at 10 
a.m. Saturday. The community 
has the opportunity to take 
part in an event similar to the 
traditional Iowa City farmers’ 
market, earlier in the season.

“I really do enjoy events 

such as this,” said Cindy 
Coffin, the Parks and rec-
reation program supervisor. 
“The whole idea of it is to 
get families and people in the 
community to get rid of that 
cabin fever and do something 
fun. It’s really neat, the cama-
raderie of it all.” 

Parks and recreation will 
have four off-season markets 
during march and April, 
featuring many vendors seen 
in the Iowa City farmers’ mar-
ket, which will open on may 1.

Homemade foods, fresh 
seasonal produce, gluten-free 
items, recycled products, fur-
niture, jewelry, and uniquely 
crafted handmade gifts are 

among the items that will be 
available from the more than 
30 vendors. The vendors come 
from Iowa City and surround-
ing areas.

“You can tell the difference 
between something that is 
homemade and something 
that is not,” Coffin said. “The 
homemade goods, artisan 
items, furniture, and stained-
glass artwork are so unique, 
it’s always a great feeling to 
have something that is one of 
a kind.”

The Grant Wood market-
place dates are march 23, 
April 13, and April 27. Admis-
sion is free.

— by Audrey Dwyer



And the winner of Food 
Network’s Cupcake Wars 
is … Eileen Kerbel of 
Molly’s Cupcakes.

Kerbel is one of the 
partners in the small 
franchise called Mol-
ly’s Cupcakes, and she 
helped land this special-
ty shop on the map in 
New York, Chicago, and 
Iowa City by winning in 
Season 1 of Food Net-
work’s Cupcake Wars.

In a growing special-
ty-food age, Molly’s Cup-
cakes can be counted 
among the most influen-
tial of specialty dessert 
shops, partially because 
of its delicious cupcakes, 
and the good that this 
particular shop does. 

According to the mis-
sion statement, Molly’s 
Cupcakes provides a 
portion of profits to local 
schools, as well as donat-
ing cupcakes for school 
functions or fundraisers. 

The inside has tables 
with classroom-style 
desktops, complete with 
grooves for your pencil. 
There are even vintage 
connected desks, with 
board games stacked on 
top. But my favorite part 
about this store is mostly 
what it offer insides: the 
cupcakes.

I looked down the list 
at the cream-filled op-
tions, and the names 
by themselves excited 
me: Banana Montana, 
Blue Cheesecake, Pea-
nut-Butter Nutella, and 
the Cookie Monster.

Although I was tempt-
ed, I didn’t indulge on 
four of these hearty-
sized cupcakes. Instead, 
after much deliberation 
and recommendations 
from friends, I settled on 
the Cookie Monster.

There was a little 
drawing of the blue 
Cookie Monster from 
“Sesame Street” climb-
ing a skyscraper on the 
nameplate for the cup-
cake, and that kind of 
effort only convinced me 
further that this was the 
right choice.

Made with choco-

late-chip cupcake, choc-
olate-chip cookie dough 
filling, buttercream 
frosting, and a tiny cook-
ie on top … Oh yeah.

I didn’t want to see a 
calorie counter because 
I can’t imagine this is a 
healthy choice, but the 
taste was so worth it.

The chocolate chips 
have a strong presence 
in every bite, in both the 
frosting and the cake, 
an adventurous combi-
nation with the cook-
ie-dough interior.

The moistness of the 
batter reminds you that 
there is still cake to this 
dessert plate. The flavors 
of the cupcake alone are 
delicious enough to sat-
isfy your needs, before 
stuffing you with cookie 
dough.

It might be a little big 
for a right-after-dinner 
treat — you will need a 
fork as you attempt to 
experience this cupcake. 

If you can’t have glu-
ten or if you’re a vegan, 
there are options avail-
able in the create-a-cup-
cake side of the menu. 

This side is also worth 
a trip, but I suggest new-
comers trust the profes-
sionals with their spe-

cialties. One of the chefs 
won Cupcake Wars … 
She probably has better 
cupcake taste than you 
or me.

I would say Molly’s is 
a great idea for a study 
break or maybe just a 
calm night, because it 
feels a bit like indoor 
recess with the board 
games and swing chairs 
at the coffee bar. I ini-
tially came here because 
I saw a sign outside that 
said it offers a free puppy 
and espresso. After read-
ing the fine print, that 
deal is only for unattend-
ed children. 

I wish I could’ve told 
young Ben about this.
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Food Column: Beaver’s nigHt out

Beaver’s night 
out

Where: Molly’s Cupcakes, 14 
S. Clinton
Hours:  Monday through 
Thursday: 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday: 9 
a.m.-midnight
Sunday: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
offers: Cupcakes and coffees
What to try: Cookie Monster 
specialty cupcake

Cupcakes galore in IC

By Ben verHille
benjamin-verhille@uiowa.edu

Cookie Monster specialty cupcake.
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TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

CONDO
FOR SALE

LOTS/
ACREAGE

1999 double wide. Three bed-
room, two bath, large family 
home, double garage, fireplace, 
new roof 2012. Moving.
$65,000. (319)400-5470.

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

THREE bedroom, two bath, 
eastside, on bus route, finished 
basement, W/D, off-street park-
ing, $1300/ month.
(319)338-0102.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

STONE COTTAGE
Furnished two bedroom,
1-1/2 bath, fireplace, laundry,
wood floors, A/C, off-street 
parking, buslines, no pets,
Muscatine Ave.
$1100/ month plus utilities.
(319)338-3071.

AVAILABLE NOW
(February-July)
Close-in, three bedroom.
cmirentalsic.com
(319)354-3208.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $650/ $675 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom, two bath, free 
parking, balcony, laundry. 219 
E.Harrison St. located down-
town two blocks south of Bur-
lington between Dubuque St.
and Linn St. Available 8/1/13.
www.hawkeyehouses.com
(319)471-3723.

DOWNTOWN LUXURY LIVING
AT BURLINGTON COMMONS-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1900-$1950.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
to set up a tour.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW LUXURY LIVING
AT WASHINGTON PLAZA-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1785-$2000.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
with any questions.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

4 BEDROOMS - FALL 2013
500 Gilbert
917 College
927 College
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

1/2 OFF FIRST MONTH!
Two or three bedroom apart-
ment, 1-1/2 bath, three blocks 
from downtown,  behind Lou 
Henri Restaurant, C/A, $800 or 
$950 plus utilities.
(319)330-2503.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Available now- Two bedroom, 
one bath, W/D in unit, A/C, on 
Iowa City busline. $660.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Available now- Large two
bedroom, two bath units with
dishwasher, microwave, A/C,
on-site laundry, on Iowa City
busline. $710.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

DOGS and CATS welcome at
SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedrooms $810-$845.
1/2 off deposit.
Call (319)354-1961 for details.
www.ammanagement.net

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

TWO BEDROOM

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

$725. Large one bedroom close 
to campus, suitable for double 
occupancy. Utilities paid, 
off-street parking, pets allowed.
Possession April 1.
(319)331-5971.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

EMERALD CT. has a two and 
three bedroom available imme-
diately. $665 & $870 includes 
water and garbage. Laundry 
on-site, off-street parking and 
24 hour maintenance. Please 
call for more details or to set up 
a showing. (319)337-4323.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

325-327 COLLEGE
2, 3, 4, 5 bedrooms
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

TWO bedrooms in six
bedroom co-ed house. Close-in,
W/D, dishwasher, cable, 
off-street parking, hardwood 
floors, fireplace, $360 each plus 
utilities. (319)400-7335.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

ONE bedroom, nice townhome, 
behind Coralville mall, bus 
route, W/D, C/A, $400/ month 
plus utilities. (563)357-1635.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $350/$395/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

$329/ month, deposit, on bus-
line, close to campus. Male.
Background check.
(319)354-4281.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

WANT to keep your vehicle 
warm and dry this winter? Need 
extra storage space? Rent a 1 
car garage from SouthGate 
Property Management. $60 a 
month. Iowa City southeast and 
westside garages available 
now. 3 month minimum lease.
(319)339-9320.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

MOVING

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

THE DAILY IOWAN 
CLASSIFIEDS MAKE CENTS!!

335-5784      335-5785
Rm. E131 Adler Journalism

 



directing, said he found 
the expressionist text to 
be frustrating but com-
pelling to contemplate, 
making it an appealing 
subject for his thesis pro-
duction.

“I think that the play 
is shaped like an onion: 
as you unravel the on-
ion and try to answer 
the question, you realize 
it’s much more complex 
than you could have ever 
imagined,” he said. “The 
closer you get to an an-
swer, the further away 
you are. Every time I 
read it, I kept discover-
ing new things about it, 
and I found a mirror to 
my own personal crises.” 

He said performing the 
play is far from straight-
forward. The show op-
erates in “dream logic,” 
he said, bending real-
ity rather than follow-
ing a linear story line. 
In the forward to his 
work, Strindberg said 
in A Dream Play, “time 
and place do not exist 
… characters split, dou-
ble, multiply, evaporate, 
condense, dissolve, and 
merge.” 

“This is a play that’s 
considered to be a classic 
but impossible to stage, 
so it’s rarely produced 
in a commercial setting,” 
Hanzal said. “Given the 
freedom you have in an 
academic environment, 
I thought this is my op-
portunity as an artist to 

really investigate this 
text from a production 
standpoint.”

With the challenging 
format, he and his cast 
drew from their expe-
rience and imagination 
to depict Strindberg’s 
dream-like world of hu-
man conflict intermin-
gling with dance, music, 
and blips in time and 
space.

“Very rarely, you can 
stop and question what’s 
going on,” said UI senior 
Alyssa Perry, who plays 
Agnes. “As actors, we just 

have to be open to believ-
ing things as they come 
at us. I think the surreal-
ism is a commentary on 
life itself. In life, things 
are thrown at us, and we 
have to accept them.”

Although dream logic 
drives the show’s struc-
ture, Hanzal said, its 
themes have roots in re-
ligion and literature.

“In the play, there are 
clear influences from 
philosophy, Christianity, 
Buddhism, agnosticism, 
and fairy tales,” he said. 
“Agnes herself reminds 

you just as much of Jesus 
Christ as Alice and Won-
derland.”

Junior Emily Hinkler 
said she had to channel 
her creativity to embody 
11 different characters 
with very different back-
grounds, from an inno-
cent princess to a domi-
natrix. 

“It’s like a marathon — 
it’s combining everything 
I have in me,” said Hin-
kler, who also dances and 
sings in the show. “It’s a 
collaboration of the high-
est form of art possible; 
with dance, singing, mu-
sic, and acting, the play 
is a huge sinuous of art, 
and it’s really cool and 
imaginative.”

Junior Thomas Esling-
er said art imitates real-
ity in the play.

“The play shows suf-
fering in ways that are 
hard to capture in words, 
so the realism and surre-
alism blend really well in 
that aspect,” he said. “It 
shows a complete picture 
of what we feel on a day-
to-day basis. There’s lots 
of love and love lost, and 
those are universal con-
cepts and themes that 
everybody can grasp.”

Hanzal said that 
though the fantastical 
nature of A Dream Play 
makes it “rigorous,” un-
conventional theater, the 
“bizarre” quality makes 
the show all the more 

meaningful. 
“It’s asking ques-

tions that I think peo-
ple have asked them-
selves,” he said. “It’s not 
heavy-handed — there 
are moments of serious-
ness and moments of joy, 
just like in dreaming 
and in a human lifetime. 
What’s important is tak-
ing something that’s im-
possible and figuring out 
what the essence is and 
staging that moment.”

As Strindberg wrote 
in the original text of 
A Dream Play: “Earth 
is not clean, life is not 
good, men are not evil 
nor are they good. They 
live as they can, a day at 
a time.”

dream
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The Officer discovers the bittersweet feeling of falling in love with 
someone who does not return his affection in one of the human experi-
ences explored in A Dream Play. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)

A Dream Play, dating from 1901, features a young woman coming from another world to see if life is really as 
difficult as people make it out to be. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)


	Main Section
	80 Hours

