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ALL ABOUT THE MOVIES
LocaLs prepare for oscar night watch parties. 80 hoUrs

Locals mull pre-K expansion  Sullivan 
rails on 
Iowa City

Law school 
‘adopts’ UI 
center 

UI works on the nursing shortage

By LAUrEn COffEy
lauren-n-coffey@uiowa.edu

Four-year-olds run about a colorful 
room, surrounded by books, easels, and 
dress-up clothing. These children are 
not only here to have fun but also to 
learn. 

During President Obama’s State of 
the Union address last week,  he spoke  
briefly about his vision to expand pub-
lic preschools. Obama said he hoped to 
reach out to lower- and middle-income 
4-year-old children. This plan follows 
rising amounts of research showing 
how effective attending preschool is.

Although local officials are in favor of 
providing more accessible preschool ed-
ucation, some expressed concern with 
the lack of concrete details that would 
put a plan in place. 

“It would be plausible; we just don’t 
know many of the details of the collab-
oration between the state and federal 
government,” said Penny Milburn, a 
consultant at the Iowa Department of 
Education. “We need to look at the re-
quirements and how they would be im-
plemented.”

Iowa currently already has a pre-
school initiative in place — the State-
wide Voluntary Preschool Program for 
4 Year Olds, implemented in 2007 by 
former Gov. Chet Culver. It had the 
original intention of helping lower- and 
middle-income families, but now has 
been turned into a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Rep. Dave Jacoby, D-Coralville, 
said he believes Iowa has the highest 
amount of working parents in the Unit-
ed States, leaving inadequate educa-

tion for children. 
“I think it’s a great idea,” Jacoby said. 

“If we’re truly going to be bold, we need 
to do it right. Any teacher or parent will 
tell you how important preschool is. I 
think it is plausible to make sure every 
child has access [to preschool].”

One Republican senator — Sen. Da-
vid Johnson, R-Ocheyedan, is more 
hesitant about the idea, because he be-
lieves both Democrats and Republicans 
have focused more time and effort on 
K-12 education.

“The president, like most other pro-
posals, offered very few details [about 
the preschool expansion],” Johnson 
said. “I don’t believe the federal govern-
ment should dangle a check in front of 
us. We’ve made no progress on the defi-

Local officials said Obama’s vision to expand preschool could have both positive and negative effects.

sEE prESCHOOL, 5A

By QUEnTIn MISIAg 
quentin-misiag@uiowa.edu

Disputes over the future of a local 
para-transit program has two local 
leaders at odds, when one called foul 
to the others’ business practices and 
of “screwing” over Johnson County a 
number of weeks ago. 

Through his weekly newsletter, 
Supervisor Rod Sul-
livan criticized City 
Manager Tom Markus 
for his lack of negotia-
tions between the city 
and county on SEATS 
funding. SEATS pro-
vides across town 
shuttle service for ar-
ea residents with mo-
bility and disability 
issues.

“You blew it. There was a great 
opportunity for Iowa City and John-
son County to work together … You 
decided to screw the county when it 
came to the animal shelter,” Sullivan 
stated in the newsletter. “Then you 
are disingenuous when it comes to 
SEATS negotiations. I do not trust 
you. I do not like the way you do busi-
ness. It was not always this way.”

The nearly three-page rant contin-
ues with Sullivan pointing out that 
officials with the city of Iowa City 
have always had a “mild arrogance” 
by placing themselves “superior” to 
county officials. 

Sullivan also highlighted a press 
release that Markus sent out that 
accused the county of planning to 
phase out the SEATS program com-
pletely. 

And Markus said while he agreed 
with Sullivan’s thoughts on the val-

Supervisor Rod Sullivan 
accused Tom Markus for 
poor business practices 
and for “screwing” over the 
county. 

sEE SULLIVAn, 5A

By BrEnT grIffITHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Center for Hu-
man Rights will bridge the Iowa River. 

The center will be located in the UI 
College of Law starting July 1, avoiding 
a likely closure due to a lack of funding.

“[The announcement of the partner-
ship] has been able to reaffirm human 
rights does have a very important role 
to play for the university,” said Adrien 
Wing, a UI law professor who will be-

The University of Iowa Center 
for Human Rights won’t shut 
its doors after all.

sEE rIgHTS, 5A

By rEBECCA MOrIn
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

Doctors need nurses, and so do Io-
wans.

There has been a shortage of Iowa 
nurses for the last couple of years, 
and the University of Iowa officials 
are attempting to narrow the gap by 
expanding online education for aspir-
ing nurses. 

“The nursing shortage may be 
caused by a number of factors,” said 
Shirley Beaver, the dean of the School 
of Nursing at Mercy College of Health 
Sciences. “The first one is that baby 
boomers are aging and require more 
care, and the second is that baby 
boomers are also retiring and we need 
more workers to replace them.”

Better Futures for Iowans is a plan 

There are currently 120 
students enrolled in the online 
nursing program.

sEE nUrSIng, 5A

ellie anderson (left) and Brianna sanchez (right) participate in simulated care in the nursing Building on 
tuesday. By expanding the Better future for iowans program, officials hope to help the nursing shortage. 
(the Daily iowan/Joshua housing)

Marlowe Barton (left) and Luna Morris (right) play at twain elementary on wednesday. president obama wants to expand preschool funding in order to provide 
high quality education to preschoolers across america. (the Daily iowan/Joshua housing)
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A lifelong love for IC
By Allie Wright
allisonwright515@gmail.com

Andy Rocca is a lifelong 
resident of Iowa City.

And for the past 35 
years, he has served the 
area to which he is so at-
tached.

“It’s just been a phe-
nomenal career; I mean, I 
look back with very fond 
memories as an entry-lev-
el firefighter, as a company 
officer responding to emer-
gency calls and performing 
those duties, training with 
the crews,” Rocca said. “I 
am a lifelong resident and 
native of Iowa City, and so 
it’s really been special to 
me to be able to give back 
to my community.”

Rocca, the fire chief of 
the Iowa City Fire Depart-
ment, will retire from his 
position on May 13.

He began his career as 
an entry-level firefighter 
in July 1978. From there, 
he was promoted to lieu-
tenant in 1987 and then 
moved his way to his cur-
rent position in 1996.

Working in a fire depart-
ment for that long is rare, 
said Roger Jensen, the Io-
wa City deputy fire chief.

“With the fact that 
the job really kind of is a 
young man’s job, to work 
that long is pretty much 
unheard of,” said Jensen, 
who has worked with Roc-
ca since 1987.

But Jensen said that 
reveals a lot about Rocca’s 
work ethic and how much 
he cares for the communi-
ty and the department.

“I’ve never met someone 
who has been a better lis-
tener than Chief Rocca,” 
Jensen said. “When you go 
into his office and sit down, 
you have his undivided at-
tention; it’s almost creepy, 
but he’s clearly tuned into 
the person that is in there 
talking to him, and I think 
that’s just markings of a 
very good leader.”

Other city law enforce-
ment officials also touted 

Rocca’s work.
“He had nothing but 

concern for the safety of 
everybody he served in 
this city,” said Charles 
Green, the assistant vice 
president for the Universi-
ty of Iowa police.

Green said he worked 
with Rocca when he was 
the director of security and 
fire safety at the UI Hospi-
tals and Clinics.

He added that he had 
the “privilege and honor” 
of providing Rocca a letter 
of recommendation when 
he was up for the job as the 
Iowa City fire marshal in 
the early 1990s.

“He is very competent,” 
Green said. “He really 
knew his craft well.”

Rocca said he is proud 
of the accomplishments 
of the Fire Department 
during the past few de-
cades.

The department was 
awarded Accredited Agen-
cy Status by the Commis-
sion on Fire Accreditation 
International in 2008, and 
the department was able 
to build a new fire station 
in 2011, despite economic 
hardships.

“A lot of good things 
have occurred under his 
watch,” Jensen said.

But Rocca does not take 
all of the credit for these 
accomplishments.

“Certainly I am very 
proud of this organization, 

the city of Iowa City,” he 
said. “And as I said in my 
letter of resignation, ‘For 
my support, as well as for 
the experience of a life-
time,’ because it’s been in-
credible, much more than I 
could have ever imagined.”

Rocca said he plans 
on fishing, hunting, and 
spending time with his 
family after he retires, but 
he will look back fondly 
on his time at the depart-
ment.

“Sometimes, you are 
stuck working in the of-
fice, and at other times, 
you just never know, and I 
think that’s what kept me 
so motivated and interest-
ed in the Fire Department 
is just no day was really 
ever the same,” Rocca said. 
“There is always a variety, 
and I like that.”

DI reporter Kelsey Cunniff 
contributed to this story.

Iowa City Fire Chief Andy Rocca stands next to a fire truck at the Iowa 
City Fire Station on Wednesday. Rocca recently announced his retire-
ment, which will take effect on May 13. (The Daily Iowan/Jessica Payne)

Andy rocca
Rocca has held several posi-
tions during his time at the 
Iowa City Fire Department.
• Firefighter, hired in 1978
• Lieutenant, 1987
• Captain, 1989
• Battalion Chief, 1991
•Fire Chief, 1996

Source: Andy Rocca, Iowa City 

Fire Chief

Bill would ease HIV law
By lAylA PeÑA
layla-pena@uiowa.edu

State lawmakers intro-
duced a bill this week that, 
if passed, would change the 
human immunodeficiency 
virus criminalization laws 
in Iowa. 

Sen. Steve Sodders, 
D-State Center, worked 
extensively on the bill with 
Sen. Matt McCoy, D-Des 
Moines.

“[Iowa’s criminal HIV 
law] was put on the books 
when HIV and AIDS were 
first coming out and little 
was known about it,” Sod-
ders said. “We have more 
information, better drugs, 
and we know more about 
the transmission of HIV so 
we also need to update our 
law to avoid being overly 
punitive in cases where 
they don’t need to be.”

Under current Iowa law, 
people who know about 
their HIV positive status 
and have intimate contact, 
exchange or donate bodily 
fluids, or share needles be-
fore disclosing their status 
face Class B felonies, pun-
ishable by a maximum of 
25 years in prison. People 
convicted under Iowa’s 
criminal HIV statute must 
also register as sex offend-
ers for life. 

Iowa passed its HIV 
criminal code in 1998. The 
state’s law was passed 
eight years after the Ryan 
White Care Act of 1990, 
which required states that 
sought federal funding for 
AIDs relief have a means 
to prosecute people who 
knew of their HIV-positive 
status and transmitted the 
virus to others. 

Thirty-four states and 
two territories of the Unit-
ed States have laws in 
place to criminally prose-
cute HIV-positive individ-
uals who fail to disclose 

their status to their part-
ners.

Advocates who oppose 
HIV criminalization be-
lieve these laws further 
stigmatize a segment of 
the population that is al-
ready highly stigmatized. 
Sean Strub, Iowa City na-
tive and activist who lives 
with HIV, believes these 
laws create second-class 
citizens.

“When you create differ-
ent laws for different parts 
of the population based 
on the viruses they might 
carry, you create a viral 
underclass of citizens,” 
Strub said. “Iowa does not 
have a hepatitis criminal 
statute or HPV criminal 
transmission statute. In 
the past year, more women 
died of cervical cancer from 
HPV or genital warts than 
died of AIDs, but HIV is 
highly stigmatized and is 
associated with an outlaw 
sexuality, gay men, people 
who use drugs — that stig-
ma led us to being treated 
differently under the law.” 

Numerous Republican 
legislators declined to com-
ment on the proposed leg-
islationk, citing their lack 
of knowledge on the issue 
and unfamiliarity with the 
bill. 

Whether HIV is trans-
mitted is irrelevant under 
Iowa law because the cur-
rent law is concerned with 
disclosure rather than 
transmission. Of the 22 
people who have been con-
victed under current law, 
only one case resulted in 
actual transmission of the 
virus.  

The proposed legislation 
aims to end this potential 
determent by taking trans-
mission, malicious intent, 
and reckless disregard into 
account. Rather than pun-
ish everyone who fails to 
disclose their HIV status 

positive, the proposed leg-
islation considers intent, 
exposure and transmis-
sion.  

Under the proposed 
legislation, nondisclosure 
with the intent of trans-
mission resulting in trans-
mission would be a class-C 
felony, punishable by a 
maximum of 10 years in 
prison. Nondisclosure with 
the intent of transmis-
sion without transmission 
would be a class-D felony, 
punishable by a maximum 
of five years in prison. Ex-
posure without disclosure 
would be considered reck-
less disregard for trans-
mission and an aggravated 
misdemeanor, punishable 
by up to two years in pris-
on. The provision that re-
quires anyone who is con-
victed under current law to 
register as sex offender for 
life would be struck down 
in all cases. 

Advocates, public-health 
officials, and legislators 
fear the focus on disclosure 
rather than transmission 
undermines public health 
by deterring people from 
getting tested. 

Tami Haught, who  has 
lived with HIV for 19 years 
said she has witnessed the 
detriments criminalization 
laws have posed to public 
health efforts.  

“People are not getting 
tested because they are 
afraid of being arrested,” 
said Haught, an HIV de-
criminalization advocate. 
“We are still fighting the 
stigma of the ’80s and 
these laws may have been 
put on the books with 
good intentions of reduc-
ing the transmission of 
HIV/AIDs, but I think we 
have found they are actu-
ally hurting public-health 
goals and contribute to 
the increase of HIV trans-
mission.”
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editoRial

President Pro Tem of 
the state Board of Regents 
Bruce Rastetter has taken 
criticism in recent days for 
an email he wrote to Uni-
versity of Iowa President 
Sally Mason. Some believe 
the email was intended to 
influence research at the 
university regarding the 
environmental impact of 
ethanol.  

The saga began with 
a number of studies con-
ducted by Jerry Schnoor, 
a UI professor of civil 
and environmental 
engineering who spe-
cializes in water-quality 
modeling and aquatic 
chemistry, that found 
biofuel production is bad 
for Iowa’s environment. 
Schnoor presented some 
of his findings about the 
effect of biofuel produc-
tion in Washington, D.C., 
last month.

Schnoor’s research 
drew the attention of 
Monte Shaw, the execu-
tive director of the Iowa 
Renewable Fuels Associ-
ation — an organization 
that advocates for the 
development and growth 
of Iowa’s ethanol and 
bio-ethanol sector. Shaw 
approached Rastetter, 
telling the regent that 
Schnoor was “an embar-
rassment” to the UI.

Rastetter, who co-
founded one of the 
country’s largest ethanol 
producing companies 
— Hawkeye Energy 
Holdings — in 2003 and 
served as the compa-
ny’s CEO until 2011, 
then composed an email 
to Mason concerning 
Schnoor’s research.

“The [biofuel] industry 
would appreciate being 
able to provide factual in-
formation so this profes-
sor isn’t uninformed; is 
there a way to accomplish 
that,” Rastetter wrote in 
his Jan. 30 email.

This brief correspon-
dence drew the ire of 
Sen. Herman Quirm-
bach, D-Ames, who saw 
the message as clear 
evidence that Rastetter 
was trying to unfairly 
influence research at a 
regent university.

“The Board of Regents 
is supposed to be a buffer 
against political interfer-
ence in academic free-
dom, not the vehicle for 
it,” said Quirmbach told 
The Daily Iowan. “What 
is even more important, 
he seems to be using his 
position on the Board of 
Regents to work through 

the power structure. If 
I could imagine myself 
in the situation, and the 
president of the univer-
sity and a member of the 
Board of Regents wants 
to put pressure on my 
research — that’s a lot 
of pressure, and that’s 
inappropriate.”

Rastetter said that 
he was simply trying 
to maintain an open 
dialogue between the UI 
and the state’s biofuel 
sector. Rastetter also 
said that he doesn’t “side 
with renewable-fuels 
interest,” a somewhat 
dubious claim in light 
of his undeniable con-
nection to the ethanol 
industry.

The content of the 
brief email belies Rastet-
ter’s claims of neutrality 
to some degree.

Rastetter’s message 
to Mason characterizes 
Schnoor as “uninformed” 
on the finer points of bio-
fuels and their potential 
impact on the state’s wa-
ter supply, an idea that 
seems absurd, given the 
professor’s considerable 
credentials

The Daily Iowan 
Editorial Board believes 
that, solely based on this 
email alone, Rastetter’s 
contacting Mason in this 
manner, with this rhet-
oric, comes entirely too 
close to leveraging his 
power on behalf of the 
biofuel industry.

It seems, put bluntly, 
Rastetter was asking 
Mason’s permission to 
give the biofuel lobby a 
crack at Schnoor.

We believe that, as 
a major research in-
stitution, maintaining 
academic independence 
should be one of the 
University of Iowa’s most 
prominent goals. The 
state’s regent universi-
ties should do everything 
in their power to insu-
late their researchers 
from political lobbying, 
even when such lobbying 
comes from the top of the 
educational food chain.

Rastetter and the re-
gents as a whole have a 
responsibility to uphold 
academic integrity of 
the institutions they 
oversee. In bringing his 
own political concerns 
about Schnoor’s research 
to bear before Mason, 
Rastetter acted inappro-
priately and without con-
cern for his office, and he 
should be more careful in 
the future.

Rastetter�
walks�fine�line

By Benjamin evans
benjamin-evans-1@uiowa.edu

Perhaps you’ve seen them 
— the posters pinned on 
boards or hung up next to 

university insignia with crisp let-
ters heralding the arrival of Mike 
Daisey.

But with Daisey’s theatrical 
prowess marking Iowa City’s 
cultural scene comes a mark 
of a different, more sinister 
nature. 

Daisey is, simply, a liar. 
The famed public-radio pro-

gram “This American Life” 
aired one of its most popular 
shows excerpting Daisey’s 
one-man show titled “The Ag-
ony and the Ecstasy of Steve 
Jobs,” about the supposed 
abuse of Chinese workers in 
Foxconn factories that manu-
facture Apple products. 

The 39-minute excerpt 
broadcast on Jan. 6, 2012, 
featured a significant piece of 
Daisey’s monologue, stories 
about his personal travels 
to factories in China. In this 
monologue, Daisey spoke of 
the number of factories and 
workers he visited, telling 
listeners about a group of as-
sembly-line workers he met 
that were poisoned at the 
factory they worked at. In his 
monologue, he even went so 
far as to describe an interac-
tion among Daisey, his inter-
preter Cathy Lee and a man 
maimed by making iPads.

This never happened. This 
never took place, disputed 
by Daisey’s inter-
preter, a lie told to 
nearly a million 
people on a rep-
utable broadcast. 
The underage 
workers he saw? 
Fabricated. The 
poisoned workers? 
Fictionalized. The 
number of factories 
and workers? Hy-
perbolized. 

“This Ameri-
can Life” aired its 
first-ever retraction 
show, devoting an entire hour to 
scrutinizing every detail of the 
excerpt and reporting the facts 
as they are — without adjectives 
and exaggeration.

“I’m not going to say that I 
didn’t take a few shortcuts in my 
passion to be heard,” Daisey told 
reporter Rob Schmitz and the 
show’s executive producer Ira 
Glass. “My mistake, the mistake 
I truly regret, is that I had it on 
[‘This American Life’] as journal-
ism, and it’s not journalism. It’s 
theater.”     

Art as an excuse to manipulate 
and present facts to an audience 
expecting to be informed. In the 
genre of nonfiction, this is crimi-
nal, but it is not a singular event.

University of Iowa’s own John 
D’Agata, a faculty member of the 
Nonfiction Writing Program, was 
caught in a similar controversy 
spanning the past decade. 

In an essay he submitted to 
The Believer (originally he sub-
mitted it to Harper’s magazine, 

but the magazine rejected it af-
ter finding it was riddled with 
“factual inaccuracies”), D’Aga-
ta tangoed with a fact-checker 
named Jim Fingal concerning 
the nature and relationship of 
facts to truth. The 15-page es-
say, a reflective piece about a 
young man’s suicide in Las Ve-
gas, was eventually published in 
2010, after nearly five years of 
fact-checking.

This, of course, didn’t make 
the press until email correspon-
dents between the fact-checker 
and the essayist were compiled 
and published in a book titled 
The Lifespan of a Fact — most 
of which is dedicated to how well 
facts can tell the truth. 

Once again, 
like Daisey, 
some cre-
ative trans-
f o r m a t i o n s 
of facts are 
small: D’Ag-
ata claimed 
there were 34 
licensed strip 
clubs in Las 
Vegas, when 
sources say 
there are only 
31. 

Why, the 
fact-checker asked?

“Because the rhythm of ‘34’ 
works better in that sentence 
than rhythm of ‘31,’ ” said the UI 
faculty member in a response to 
The Believer’s fact-checker. 

And, like Daisey, some inaccu-
racies are complete fabrications; 
another suicide that occurred on 
the same day as the young man’s 
changed from a suicide from fall-
ing to a suicide by hanging.

Why, again?
“Because I wanted [the young 

man’s] death to be the only one 
from falling that day,” D’Agata 
said. “I wanted his death to be 
more unique.”  

All in the name of art, manipu-
lating facts to suit personal, cre-
ative gains is playing God with a 
peanut-sized brain.

Throughout Lifespan, D’Aga-
ta argues that he is not a jour-
nalist, he does not report the 
facts, but he instead seeks the 
truth — that his interpretation 
of the facts (though inaccurate) 

is a small breach of a despotic 
veil shrouding truth from the 
world.

Fabricating stories, hy-
per-exaggerating facts, chang-
ing numbers because they 
sound better — this is the new 
nonfiction some praise as true 
and real.

I’m not here to thump the 
journalistic code of ethics, nor 
discourage the purveyors of 
truth, nor preach about any 
definition of truth. 

Daisey isn’t fully to blame 
for the “This American Life” 
broadcast — the program’s 
producers admitted to not ful-
ly fact-checking the content 
before it aired but instead opt-
ed to take Daisey at his word. 

But with these small ex-
changes, be it the producers of 
“This American Life” putting 
faith in Daisey to be honest or 
a reader opening The Believer 
and expecting an essay based 
in fact, the core meaning of the 
relationship between writer 
and reader is revealed: trust.

Nonfiction writers hold a 
fragile, but distinct contract 
with their readers to repre-
sent facts as facts. We can 
dink around, making adjective 
more palatable, verbs sexier, 
spicing up normally boring 
rhetoric with creativity. But 
the line remains — the social 
contract validated by picking 
up a newspaper or flipping to 
an article in a magazine.

The mutual trust is clear 
and holy and cannot be abused 
because of righteous sense of 
artistic integrity.

Readers trust writers 
enough to let down, if even 
an inch, their skeptical guard 
about a despotic world to be-
come students of an article, re-
port or essay. And with every 
Mike Daisey or John D’Agata, 
the readers lose more of that 
trust.  

Facts are facts. Don’t abuse 
them or, in the end, there will 
be nothing left in the world 
but fiction.

Your turn.��
What are your thoughts on fabricating or 

embellishing nonfiction?
Weigh in on at dailyiowan.com.

There’s nothing left but fiction
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online comments

Re: ‘create 
public funding 
system for uisg 
elections’ 

If you’re going to publicly 
fund elections, then publicly 
fund them — don’t make candi-
dates spend $300 before they 
can get funds from UISG. Don’t 
have a cap on the number of 

candidates — have a cap on 
public funding for all positions, 
between $500-$1,000.

eric nygaard

Re: ‘iowa city 
city council 
eliminates 
midnight 

curfew for 
entertainment 
venues’

I can’t figure out why you 
can have an exemption for 
food when your kitchen is 
closed.

joe murphy
Rewarding the good guys? 

Several bars had it under con-

trol before the 21-ordinance, 
but everyone got punished 
when it passed. And one of 
the music venues counts DJ 
shows as the required 150 
per year to get the exemp-
tion. Seems unfair to bars 
that have DJs three or four 
nights a week that can’t get 
exemption.

tom lenoch

MIkE�DaISEy�-�PUBLICITy

thinking about becoming 
a columnist?

The Daily Iowan�is�looking�for�
opinionated�individuals�who�can�

clearly�articulate�their�
arguments�for�a�position�on�the�

Opinions�Page�staff.�
If�you�are�interested�please�

contact:�
daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com.

Nonfiction�writers�
hold�a�fragile,�but�
distinct�contract�

with�their�readers�
to�represent�facts�

as�facts.�
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cit. Also, there has been 
very little talk from mem-
bers of either party about 

preschools. Most of the 
focus on education has 
been on the education re-
form plan [regarding kin-
dergarten through 12th 
grade students].”

Milburn said 20,000 
4-year-olds in Iowa are 

enrolled in preschool this 
school year. In addition to 
the multiple preschools 
Iowa offers, there are al-
so more specialized pro-
grams through the Iowa 
Department of Education 
to help special needs chil-

dren as well as low-in-
come students — Head-
start and Iowa School 
Visions for Preschools, 
respectively. 

One preschool owner has 
more reservations with the 
expansion, citing a business 

issue with the initiative.
“It’s kind of a dou-

ble-edged sword,” said 
Heather Norman, owner 
of the Kinder Farm pre-
school in Iowa City. “I 
fully support giving ed-
ucation to all children, 

but if a parent is given an 
option of a free program 
[what Obama’s goal is] or 
one they pay for, which do 
you think they’ll choose? 
Private businesses can’t 
compete with a free pro-
gram.”

ue of the SEATS pro-
gram, he declined to 
comment further on the 
matter. 

“I would say everybody 
is entitled to their opin-
ion,” he said. “I would 

guess that we’ll speak 
at some point but we 
will move forward as we 
intend to do on most is-
sues. We think [SEATS] 
is an excellent service, 
we think that the de-
partment that provides 
it does an excellent job at 
providing the service … 
I’m not going to get into 
any specific commentary.”

Sullivan told The Daily 
Iowan he hoped Markus 
would understand the im-
pact of the situation and 
not let it fall by the wayside. 

“I just hope that he 
understands the gravity 
of the things that I’m de-
scribing. It’s essentially 
a huge change the way 
we do business,” he said. 
“It’s not a path I would 

prefer to go down. There 
is a whole accounting 
of everything you can’t 
take it in isolation.”

Supervisor Pat Harney 
said he felt Sullivan was 
speaking on his own be-
half when commenting 
about Markus, and al-
though it may have not 
been the most profes-
sional, he was entitled to 

his own opinion. 
“Supervisor Sullivan is 

speaking for himself and 
not for the board in that 
situation. I wouldn’t take 
away from the profes-
sionalism of Tom Markus 
…” Harney said.

“I think there should’ve 
been a more professional 
approach, but he [Sul-
livan] is entitled to his 

opinion. I think we need 
to handle ourselves in a 
more professional man-
ner. I think we all un-
derstand there has been 
a subsidy increase that 
has not been addressed. 
We need to work through 
this with the cities of 
Coralville and North Lib-
erty. I think some adjust-
ments need to be made.” 

come director of the center 
on July 1. “People who were 
doubting that or who were 
worried that the university 
wasn’t interested in human 
rights now know that’s not 
the case.”

Wing said the UI law 
school and Provost’s Office 
will help provide “signifi-
cant funding,” meaning the 
center will no longer have 
to worry about funding is-
sues. The center will also 
keep its current office at the 
UI International Programs 
office in the University 
Capitol Center as well as 
the new location in the UI 
law school.

“In the past, the center 
had to be concerned with 
its survival, and now we 
won’t have to worry about 
that,” she said. “The center 
is going to be able to thrive 
with the financial resources 
and personal resources, and 
move to a whole new level.”

Gail Agrawal, the dean of 
the UI law school, said early 
discussions of the partner-
ship began when the center 
was facing the possibility 
of closing.  After speaking 

with faculty, Agrawal spoke 
with Provost P. Barry But-
ler and Downing Thomas, 
the dean of International 
Programs, about the possi-
bility of a partnership with 
the UI law school.

Thomas said it was clear 
for several years the fund-
ing model for the center 
was unsustainable, which 
led officials to look at a va-
riety of schools to host the 
center. However, in the fall 
of 2012, it became clear the 
law school was the most 
interested, and talks con-
tinued even after officials 
announced in September 
the center would close in 
the summer.

“We did not have a good 
strong plan six months 
ago that would allow us to 
say [the center would stay 
open],” he said. “You can’t 
just pull the plug on some-
thing like that, so we need-
ed to begin planning since 
at that time we didn’t have 
a solid vision for what the 
4 center would be after July 
1.”

Agrawal, Thomas, and 
Wing all stressed the im-
portance of keeping the 
multi-disciplinary history 
of the center intact and 
moving forward. 

“We are providing the 

collegiate home, and are 
not the sole and exclusive 
partner for the center,” she 
said. “ We want to preserve 
the multidisciplinary ap-
proach, and the center’s 
broad range of partners 
both in the community and 
the campus.”

The future director said 
the detailed plans for the 
center’s future would be 
discussed at a retreat this 
spring with the board. 
However, one of her goals is 
continuing to draw more UI 
colleges into the center.

“One of my goals is to 
try to get every college in-
volved, and that includes 
the sciences,” Wing said. 

Agrawal said one of the 
opportunities she sees in 
the law school is a part-
nership with student-pub-
lished journals. Ranging 
in topics from gender to 
international issues, she 
believes papers could be fo-
cused on human-rights top-
ics as well as the possibility 
of symposiums. 

Wing said she would like 
to hold an opening confer-
ence for the center in the 
fall with the theme to be 
picked at the spring retreat. 
She hopes to have events 
like it every year, and 
choose a topic people in ev-

ery college would be inter-
ested in.  Beyond her plans 
for the center’s future, the 
law professor said the di-

rector position is something 
she has hoped for.

“For me it’s like a fulfill-
ment of a dream to able to 

have the center, which will 
be able to do things across 
the various disciplines,” she 
said.  

established by the UI 
that supplies a number 
of programs that will 
help those unable to 
come to the university 
receive a bachelor’s de-
gree.

“There are four out-

reach programs that are 
partnered with each of 
the upward divisions for 
Better Futures for Io-
wans,” said Chet Rzon-
ca, associate provost and 
dean of Continuing Edu-
cation.

The four programs in-
volved in this are the 
UI Bachelor’s of Busi-
ness Administration, 
the Bachelor’s of Applied 

Studies, the Bachelor’s 
of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, and 
Nursing. 

One of the reasons for 
the shortage is the fact 
that nurses are retiring, 
but this is not the only 
reason for the program’s 
expansion, Rzonca said.

“What will likely drive 
involvement is the rec-
ommendation report re-

leased by the Institute 
of Medicine,” said Rita 
Frantz, dean of the Col-
lege of Nursing at the 
UI. “The report called for 
nurses in the workforce 
to have to complete a 
bachelor’s degree.”

The goal for Iowa is 
to have 80 percent of 
practicing nurses with a 
bachelor’s degree.

However, Iowa also re-

quires more total nurses 
because of the amount of 
rural areas. 

“There are not enough 
nurses in a rural area, 
which causes a shortage, 
but that won’t be the 
case for states with more 
urban regions,” Beaver 
said.

The program is online, 
and is also available to 
16 different community 

colleges statewide. The 
program does require 
that some classes and 
practices take place at 
the college, but most of 
the learning is done on-
line.

“Students could still be 
employed as a registered 
nurse or won’t have to 
uproot their family to 
complete a bachelor’s de-
gree,” Frantz said.
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• Lunch with the Chefs, 11:30 a.m., IMU Main Lounge
• spanish Conversation Classes, 12:15 p.m., UIHC 
Pomerantz Family Pavilion Melrose Conference Center 
6 
• Joint astrophysics/space Physics seminar, 
“Generation Processes of Whistler Mode Chorus 
Emissions; Current Status of Nonlinear Wave Growth 
Theory,” Yoshiharu Omura, Kyoto University, 2:30 p.m., 
309 Van Allen
• Little Village Live, 5 p.m., Public Space One, 129 E. 
Washington
• t’ai Chi Open Practice, 5:30, Senior Center, 28 S. Linn
• artvaark, 6 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• “beyond racism: the Civil War, emancipation, 
and the Continuing struggle for a new birth of 
Freedom,” Hal Chase, 6:30 p.m., Old Capitol Museum
• Country Dance Lessons, 6:30 p.m., Wildwood, 4919 
Walleye S.E.
• meditation Class, 6:30 p.m., Friends Meeting House, 
311 N. Linn
• The House I Live In, 7 p.m., Bijou

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Dan Breachy-Quick & 
Sally Keith, poetry, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque
• situationist Film Festival, 7 p.m., Public Space One
• spoken Word, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• ui explorers seminar, “Middle and Late Stone Age in 
Arid Southern Africa: Excavations at Erb Tanks,” Namib-
ia, Jim Enloe and Teddy Marks, Anthropology, 7 p.m., 
Museum of Natural History Biosphere Discovery Hub
• sigma alpha iota second school of music all-
stars Competition, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Faculty/graduate Dance Concert, 8 p.m., North Hall 
Space/Place
• Campus activities board movie, This is 40, 8 & 11 
p.m., 348 IMU
• mavis staples, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Campus activities board variety, Casino Night, 9 
p.m., IMU Main Lounge
• The Rabbi’s Cat, 9:15 p.m., Bijou
• garage rock night, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington
• mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

uitv schedule Campus channel 4,
cable channel 17

6 p.m. owa Basketball with Fran McCaffery,”Weekly 

show with Iowa men’s head coach Fran McCaffery, 

hosted by Gary Dolphin. Produced by HawkVision 

Productions”

6:30 Hawkeye Sports Report,University of Iowa sports 

magazine presented by HawkVision productions

7 Java Blend,”Live musical acts from the Java House in 

Iowa City, produced by Iowa Public Radio”

8 Faculty Jazz 6/27/2012,Faculty Jazz 6/27/2012

9 Iowa Basketball with Fran McCaffery,”Weekly show 

with Iowa men’s head coach Fran McCaffery, hosted by 

Gary Dolphin. Produced by HawkVision Productions”

9:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

9:45 Inside Iowa,”Weekly campus magazine covering 

education, research and service at the Univ. of Iowa”

10 Hawkeye Sports Report,University of Iowa sports 

magazine presented by HawkVision productions

10:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

10:45 Inside Iowa, weekly campus magazine covering 

education, research and service at the Univ. of Iowa

11 Java Blend,”Live musical acts from the Java House in 

Iowa City, produced by Iowa Public Radio”

horoscopes thursday, February 21, 2013 
by Eugenia Last

aries (March 21–April 19) You might want to take a step back and observe what’s going on 
around you before making a move. You’ll gain insight into the real cause behind your dissatis-
faction and be able to scrape your way to a better position.
taurus (April 20–May 20) The adjustments you make at home or to your business partner-
ships will bring good results. Offering suggestions will draw interest from someone who can 
influence the way you advance. Focus on originality. 
gemini (May 21–June 20) You’ll feel compelled to speak up, but you must also be prepared to 
suffer the consequences. Not everyone will agree with you, but you will know whom you can 
trust and whom you cannot. Build a strong alliance; don’t back down. 
CanCer (June 21–July 22) You’ve got all the right moves, and you know exactly what to say. 
Broaden your horizons by participating in conversations and events that can bring you in 
contact with interesting people and ideas.
LeO (July 23–Aug. 22) Emotions will surface, leading to confusion if you don’t control your 
actions. You are best to make changes within, not overt moves for all to see. Bide your time 
and concentrate on what you need to accomplish. Make improvements to your home. 
virgO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22) Listen carefully. You will be able to improve a partnership if you are 
practical. Making demands or letting others dictate what you can do will only make matters 
worse. Creative ideas will help sway someone to your way of thinking.
Libra (Sept. 23–Oct. 22) Tell it like it is, and prepare to make changes that will suit you better. 
A good deed can turn into a profitable service. Use your skills, talents, and insights, and you 
will find your niche. Romance is in the stars. 
sCOrPiO (Oct. 23–Nov. 21)  Follow your heart, and a creative path that will bring you satisfac-
tion. A passionate presentation will help you enlist the help you need. An unusual change at 
home will help you prosper.
sagittarius (Nov. 22–Dec. 21) You’ll receive confusing signals from the people you deal 
with. You are best to ask direct questions before you move forward with your plans, or it may 
end up costing you emotionally and financially. Adapt to domestic changes.
CaPriCOrn (Dec. 22–Jan. 19) Contact people from your past. You will gain from the infor-
mation you gather and the memories that are brought to your attention. An old relationship 
could turn into a new partnership with a potential for prosperity.
aQuarius (Jan. 20–Feb. 18) Size up your current financial situation, and look for ways to 
raise your income. A job change can lead to good fortune. You can talk your way into some-
thing good using detail and refurbished ideas.
PisCes (Feb. 19–March 20) Network, socialize, and get your point and ideas across to those 
you feel might have an interest in your endeavors. Don’t elaborate too much, or your thoughts 
will be interpreted as being impossible. Stick to practicality instead.

things i’ve learned 
from watching anime:

• There is always some way 
for the hero to become expo-
nentially stronger, exponen-

tially faster in order to prevent 
forthcoming catastrophe. Why 
nobody ever tells the hero this 
until around the end of episode 

72 is anybody’s guess.
• There’s nothing teenage 

women find sexier than hapless, 
introverted teenage males (that’s 
why all the jocks hate them and 

become total ass-faces).
• A good death scene can easi-

ly stretch three or four episodes, 
depending on how many flash-

backs the soon-to-be-vacationing 
animators decide to throw in.

• Large battle robots come 
in male and female varieties, 

and the female ones sometimes 
have boobs — ’cause that makes 

sense.
• All elderly persons are 

equal parts insane and saga-
cious.

• There is no physical injury 
that plain, white bandages 

wrapped around your midsec-
tion and a few days rest can’t 

cure.
• Inexplicably, sometimes 

animals dress and talk like hu-
mans, and sometimes otherwise 
normal humans have cat or dog 

ears. Deal with it.
• The non-main-hero good 

guy who gained his near-hero-
like abilities through incompre-
hensible amounts of hard work 
and dedication will die, some-

times several times.
• Select 14-year-old Japanese 

girls have the ability to grow 
breasts the size of Volkswagen 

Beetles.
• Most chicks won’t date a 

guy anymore after they’ve seen 
his wall of anime DVDs.

 
Andrew R. Juhl doesn’t re-

ally have an entire wall of anime 
DVDs. Well, not floor-to-ceiling, 

anyway.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the 
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the 
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the 
University of Iowa.
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UI Symphony Orchestra violinists play in the IMU Main Lounge on Wednesday. The UI School 
of Music presented the free performance. (The Daily Iowan/Sam Louwagie)

Radio, Music, News & Sports
89.7 FM • www.krui.fm

thursday
11 a.m.-noon, The New Deal
noon-2 p.m., This is Radio
2-3 p.m., Nick After Noon 
3-5 p.m., L’Heure Française

5-6 p.m., Fred from the Block
6-7 p.m., Daytrotter Radio
8-10 p.m., The Night Café 
10-midnight, The Chrysanthemum Sound 
System

Daily Break
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Look to the future, because that is where you’ll spend 

the rest of your life. 
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came the vice president of 
the company.

But Taylor didn’t re-
turn from war just as a 
shoe salesman.

Outside of work, he was 
a minor-League baseball 
player, playing catcher 
for the then-Cedar Rap-
ids Raiders. Taylor told 
his son, Bob Taylor, that 
he wasn’t able to make 
it to the major leagues 
because his arm wasn’t 
strong enough to get the 
ball to second base.

Following Dick Tay-
lor’s death, his sister 
told Bob not only did he 
play football for Iowa, he 
also played basketball 
and baseball. Bob Taylor 
wasn’t able to confirm 
what his aunt said after 
attempting research but 
said he wouldn’t be sur-
prised if it was true.

“I wouldn’t put it past 
him,” Bob Taylor said. “He 
wasn’t much of a bragger. 
He was a low-key person.”

Now nearly 62 years 
after Dick Taylor was an 
Iowa student, his grand-
son Mitch has followed in 
his footsteps with being 
a student-athlete on the 
men’s swimming team. 

“He’s done well. Each 
year has gotten better 
and better but this year 
is by far his best year,” Io-
wa head swimming coach 
Marc Long said. “He’s 
really come into his own 
here senior year at the 
right time.”

Mitch Taylor said that 
if his grandfather were 
here today he’d expect him 
to be proud and excited 
about having another fam-
ily member as a Hawkeye.

“But more than that, 
he would be proud of ac-
ademic accomplishments 
and the character of not 
just me but my whole 
family,” Mitch Taylor 
said. “The lessons he has 
passed down will not be 
forgotten.”

tAylor
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ISU holds off Baylor

WACO, Texas — Iowa State got 
key baskets from the perimeter 
and in the paint on Wednesday 
night.

Tyrus McGee scored 22 points, 
Melvin Ejim had 20 points and 12 
rebounds, and Iowa State hit 11 
3-pointers in an 87-82 win over 
Baylor.

Korie Lucious added 16 points 
and Niang Georges 15 for the 
Cyclones (18-8, 8-5 Big 12).

Pierre Jackson scored 30 
points and Cory Jefferson had 15 
points and 10 rebounds for Baylor 
(16-10, 7-6).

After doing damage from 
behind the arc, Iowa State took 
advantage of a Baylor defense 
roaming the perimeter. After two 
free throws gave the Cyclones a 
74-67 lead with 3:47 remaining, 
their next four baskets were 
scored in the paint, including two 
lay-ups and an alley-oop dunk by 
McGee.

“We were rotating a lot on 
defense, so a lot of times people 
were missing their man on the 
defensive end whenever they 
shot, and that would leave them 
open sometimes to get offensive 
rebounds,” Jefferson said.

Isaiah Austin hit a 3-pointer 
for Baylor to make the score 
84-79 with 23 seconds to play. 
After a missed Iowa State free 
throw, Jackson was fouled with 
13.7 seconds left but missed both 
free throws.

“I thought we kept our com-
posure; we kept our poise,” Iowa 
State coach Fred Hoiberg said. 
“It got under the four-minute 
mark, and they had shrunk the 
gap from a double-digit lead to 
4. The clock was our friend. Korie 
Lucious made some unbelievable 
plays down the stretch, getting 
to the basket and making some 
finishes.”

Jackson, who scored in double 
figures in 31-consecutive games 
before being held to 7 points in 
a loss to Kansas State on Feb. 16, 
scored 10 points in the first 10 
minutes on Wednesday.

Iowa State closed the first half 
on a 12-7 run to take a 41-36 lead 
into the break. Ejim and Lucious 
each hit a 3-pointer during the 
streak.

— Associated press



both third-seeded Min-
nesota and top-seeded 
Oklahoma State. It’s likely 
that it will happen, too — 
should the seeds hold true, 
the Hawkeyes dual the 
host Golden Gophers on 
Saturday afternoon and 

then will face the Cowboys 
in Saturday night’s finals.

The team comes first 
and foremost for Evans, 
as well as the rest of the 
team. But the Enola, Pa., 
native can’t help but think 
just a tiny bit about the 
possibility of toppling the 
two wrestlers who have 
marred his record this 
season.

“What I’m thinking 

about is the match in front 
of me,” Evans said. “And it 
just so happens that those 
guys are going to be the 
matches in front of me.”

Telford finding his 
stride

January was a rough 
month for Iowa’s big man.

Bobby Telford, ranked 

sixth nationally at heavy-
weight, struggled to find a 
rhythm in 2013’s opening 
month. The first match 
Telford wrestled in the 
new year resulted in his 
first loss of the season — 
a 3-2 nail-biter to Ohio 
State’s Peter Capone.

The Hockessin, Del., 
native rebounded with 
a 4-1 win two days lat-
er against Purdue’s Al-

ex White, but slowly fell 
into a slump thereafter. 
Telford didn’t win anoth-
er match in January, and 
missed two duals because 
of an illness.

Since the calendar 
turned, though, Telford 
has begun to find his stride 
again. He’s 4-0 this month 
and has outscored his op-
ponents 28-6 in three of 
those matches. His one 

other match this month 
ended in a first-period fall.

That momentum, he’s 
hoping, will carry into this 
weekend, where Telford 
can also avenge two losses 
from earlier this season.

“You’re going up there to 
make a statement to the 
country,” Telford said. “It’s 
another shot. It’s another 
shot before the postsea-
son.”

wresTling
Continued from 10A
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our team much deeper than 
if it were just a local sport. 
My opinion has always 
been: the more diverse cul-
turally we are, the better off 
these kids are.”

With so many different 
experiences and upbring-
ings on the squad, Balboa 
and his Hawkeye team-
mates are all able to bring 
unique perspectives and 
techniques to the team. 

“It adds a really nice el-
ement to the team since 
we all come from different 
backgrounds,” Shemansky 
said. “It really helps the 
team bond because we’ve 
all got different gymnastics 
upbringings. It makes us a 
stronger and more unified 
team.”

In addition to the unique 
cultural perspectives that 
Balboa has contributed to 
the Iowa squad in his three 
seasons as a Hawkeye, the 
senior has flourished on the 
mat as well. Currently, Bal-
boa’s average score of 83.883 
in the all-around is ranked 
fifth nationally by GymInfo. 
The senior is also ranked 
seventh in the parallel bars 
with an average score of 
15.067. 

Last week in the 
Hawkeyes’ meet against de-
fending national champion 
Illinois, Balboa won the par-
allel bars and the all-around 
events for the second-con-
secutive week. 

Balboa was unsure, at 
first, if Iowa was the right 
choice for him. Adjusting to 
the weather and the lan-
guage weren’t the easiest of 
transitions for the gymnast. 
Being this far away from 
home was a challenge as 
well. 

It took some time, but 
Balboa eventually saw that 
his upbringing and style 
was thought of as a benefit 
rather than a setback. He’s 
felt at home ever since. 

“First semester was re-

ally tough,” Balboa said. “I 
wouldn’t say that I had any-
one in particular that was 
a great mentor for me. But 
I had a lot of friends that 
helped, and those happened 
to be my teammates.”

bAlboA
Continued from 10A

further his education. He 
initially wanted to attend 
the University of Iowa. 
However, there were some 
complications in the re-
cruitment process. 

“When I graduated from 
high school my English 
was very bad,” Estenssoro 
said. “So I went to Denver 
to an ESL [English as a 
Second Language] school 
to study English for four 
to five months. My English 

improved, but I didn’t pass 
the University of Iowa’s 
English test, so I wasn’t 
accepted into the school.”

Estenssoro was disap-
pointed that he wasn’t ad-
mitted to Iowa. With that 
in mind, he still had goals 
of playing college tennis 
while receiving a higher 
education. He decided to 
accept a scholarship at 
Wichita State University 
in Wichita, Kan. 

Estenssoro went on to 
achieve a lot of success in 
his first two years with the 
Shockers. In his first sea-
son on campus, he posted 

a 10-2 mark for the spring 
season. During his sopho-
more season, he went 19-3 
and he was named to the 
Missouri Valley All-Con-
ference team. 

Despite the success, 
things didn’t seem to be 
working out for Estens-
soro at Wichita State. 
He had conflicts with the 
coach, and decided to re-
quest a release from his 
scholarship. While looking 
for a new school, Estens-
soro’s first choice was the 
Hawkeyes. 

His brother, Andres, 
joined the Iowa tennis 

team in the fall of 2011. 
Andres Estenssoro en-
couraged his brother to 
join him in Iowa City after 
Juan Estenssoro restart-
ed his recruiting process. 
Because coaches couldn’t 
talk to Juan Estenssoro 
until he was officially re-
leased from his scholar-
ship, Andres did most of 
his brother’s recruiting. 

“I told him that the best 
decision he can make was 
to come to Iowa,” Andres 
Estenssoro said. 

Fortunately, Iowa’ head 
coach Steve Houghton was 
looking to add a transfer 

player in the fall of 2012, 
while Juan Estenssoro 
was looking to add a new 
team. The second time 
around things worked 
out, as Juan Estenssoro 
became a member of the 
Hawkeye’s tennis team 
last fall. 

Juan said he is hap-
py with his decision to 
transfer to Iowa. Overall, 
he likes the college-town 
atmosphere that the city 
has to offer. He’s pursu-
ing his goal of obtaining 
a higher education by 
studying industrial engi-
neering. Juan Estenssoro 

has enjoyed some early 
season success for the 
Hawkeyes by posting a 
4-2 record during singles 
play. Additionally, he has 
formed a strong relation-
ship with his teammates 
on and off the court. 

“On the court Juan is 
consistent as he’s very 
even keeled the entire 
match,” Hawkeye captain 
Garret Dunn said. “He’s a 
good role model for a lot 
of guys on the team, espe-
cially coming in as a trans-
fer. He’s fit in well. Juan’s 
a good guy to be around on 
and off the court.”

Tennis
Continued from 10A

Michael Jordan
I don’t know why this 

is even a debate. Michael 
Jordan is hands-down 
the greatest player in 
NBA history.

Now there’s no doubt 
whether LeBron James 
is the better athlete (al-
though I can’t see LeB-
ron being able to be com-
petitive in profession 
baseball). LeBron is 6-8, 
250 pounds and has the 
speed of an NFL receiv-
er. But he’s not the better 
player.

If you gave Jordan the 
body of James, I don’t 
think he would have ever 
lost a game. 

There are stories of 
Jordan telling his defend-
ers exactly what he was 
going to do, then doing 
it. Magic Johnson said 
in a tweet that he’d take 
Michael over LeBron 10 
times out of 10, noting 
that Jordan is the “ulti-
mate” one-on-one player. 

In fact, Charlotte Bob-
cat rookie Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist, age 19, even 
told reporters that Jor-
dan, 50, beat him one-
on-one. That’s a 30-year 
difference. Even today 
he’s taking down NBA 
players mano y mano.

Jordan demanded per-
fection form his team-
mates — and got it. 

Jordan achieved per-
fection. MJ won every 

single NBA Finals se-
ries he was in— and 
won Finals MVP every 
time. The ship has al-
ready sailed on James’ 
road to perfection. The 
self-proclaimed King was 
swept in the 2007 Finals 
against the San Antonio 
Spurs.

Think about who 
Jordan played against 
compared with James. 
James’ greatest peer, in 
terms of ability, is Kobe 
Bryant, and possibility 
Kevin Durant. His Air-
ness played in an era 
that had nine of the 50 
greatest players of all 
time as voted by former 
players and media, in-
cluding Charles Barkley, 
Karl Malone, and Larry 
Bird.

James wore the num-
ber 23 in high school and 
as a Cavalier, a nod to 
his idol, Jordan. There’s 
a reason he switched 
though — number 23 is 
retired in Miami.  Un-
til James has his jersey 
number retired at teams 
that he has never played 
for, MJ will be better 
than LJ. 

— by Kevin Glueck

lebron James

In terms of skill set 
and skill set alone, LeB-
ron James is a better 

player than Michael Jor-
dan. Jordan is without 
a doubt one of the best 
basketball players of all 
time, probably the stand-
alone best.

But the league has 
evolved since Jordan’s 
days. 

In today’s NBA, it 
takes more than a sweet 
shooting stroke to sur-
vive with all of the height 
and talent in the game. 
James brings all of that 
and more to the table ev-
ery night. This is a 6-8 
guy that weighs every 
bit of 250 who has the 
ball control and passing 
ability of a point guard 
while also being almost 
unstoppable in the paint. 
He’s developed his jump-
er continually in each of 
his seasons. 

LeBron is also one of 
the NBA’s elite defend-
ers, and rightfully so: 
He can guard anyone 
at any position and get 
rebounds. LeBron has 
come close to earning a 
triple double in almost 
every game this season. 
Michael never did that. 

In all honesty though, 
it’s probably not fair to 
compare the two.  

Jordan was without a 
doubt the best player in 
basketball in the late-
80s and ’90s. James is 
without a doubt the best 
player currently in the 

NBA. Jordan’s career 
has long since finished. 
James is entering the 
peak of his career.

Jordan was a shooting 
guard. James is a power 
forward. It’s like compar-
ing Dwight Howard to 
Rajon Rondo. 

Jordan won six cham-
pionships, James one, 
but rings aren’t a deter-
mining factor of a play-
er’s skill. Brian Scal-
abrine has a ring. Is he 
as good as James? You do 
the math.

What doesn’t make 
sense is why we feel the 
need to compare the two. 
James and Jordan will 
never be able to play 
against each other, so 
why does it matter who 
would win one on one? 

What also doesn’t mat-
ter is James’ decision to 
join the Big 3 in Miami. 
Jordan didn’t win a sin-
gle one of his champi-
onships “on his own,” as 
some people say. Scot-
tie Pippen was Jordan’s 
Dwayne Wade, and Den-
nis Rodman was Dennis 
Rodman. 

Hopefully, now that 
Michael Jordan’s birth-
day has passed, this dis-
cussion will be over for a 
while — as it should be. 

In the meantime, just 
sit back and enjoy the 
ride. 

— by Matt Cabel

Who’s better: Jordan or LeBron?
poinT/counTerpoinT

Javier Balboa exits the parallel bars in Carver-Hawkeye on Feb. 8. The Hawkeyes defeated Minnesota, 
422.750-419.450. (The Daily Iowan/Juan Carlos Herrera)
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PLACE AN AD
Phone:  319-335-5784

OR
Email:

daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu
5 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $1.51/word
10 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $1.96/word
15 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $2.77/word
20 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $3.51/word
30 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $4.08/word

The ad will appear in our newspaper
and on our website.
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

LOTS/
ACREAGE

CONDO
FOR SALE

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Classifieds  319-335-5784

1999 double wide. Three bed-
room, two bath, large family 
home, double garage, fireplace, 
new roof 2012. Moving.
$65,000. (319)400-5470.

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

STONE COTTAGE
Furnished two bedroom,
1-1/2 bath, fireplace, laundry, 
wood floors, A/C, off-street 
parking, buslines, no pets,
Muscatine Ave.
$1100/ month plus utilities.
(319)338-3071.

MOFFIT COTTAGE
Two bedroom, one bath.

Laundry, parking, busline,
fenced yard, garden beds, pets

welcome. Cottonwood Ave.
$1000/ month plus utilities.

(319)321-6539.

AVAILABLE NOW
(February-July)
Close-in, three bedroom.
cmirentalsic.com
(319)354-3208.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $650/ $675 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

OPEN concept, nice, recently 
upgraded. Large yard, off-street 
parking, duplex. Pets consid-
ered. Available August 4. $568 
plus H/W possible. Garden 
spot. (319)331-8986.

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

VILLA APARTMENTS
500 Gilbert
4 bedroom for Fall 2013
(319)354-8331

FOUR bedroom, two bath, free 
parking, balcony, laundry. 219 
E.Harrison St. located down-
town two blocks south of Bur-
lington between Dubuque St.
and Linn St. Available 8/1/13.
www.hawkeyehouses.com
(319)471-3723.

DOWNTOWN LUXURY LIVING
AT BURLINGTON COMMONS-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1900-$1950.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
to set up a tour.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

BRAND NEW LUXURY LIVING
AT WASHINGTON PLAZA-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1785-$2000.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
with any questions.

AUGUST 1
Three bedroom across from
Medical/ Dental/ Sports.
Graduate student atmosphere.
2 FREE parking spaces.
$1000. (319)337-5156.

1/2 OFF FIRST MONTH!
Two or three bedroom apart-
ment, 1-1/2 bath, three blocks 
from downtown,  behind Lou 
Henri Restaurant, C/A, $800 or 
$950 plus utilities.
(319)330-2503.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Available now- Two bedroom, 
one bath, W/D in unit, A/C, on 
Iowa City busline. $660.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

SEVILLE APARTMENTS has 
one and two bedroom sublets 
available in December and 
January. $650-$745 includes 
heat, water and garbage. On 
busline, laundry on-site and
24 hour maintenance.
Call (319)338-1175.

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Available now- Large two
bedroom, two bath units with
dishwasher, microwave, A/C,
on-site laundry, on Iowa City
busline. $710.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

DOGS and CATS welcome at
SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedrooms $810-$845.
1/2 off deposit.
Call (319)354-1961 for details.
www.ammanagement.net

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

MAINSTREET APARTMENTS
325 College
2, 3, 4, 5 bedroom for Fall 2013
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

DON’T FAIL!
Join TutorUniverse.com

Text: Smart to 75309

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $350/$395/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

WANT to keep your vehicle 
warm and dry this winter? Need 
extra storage space? Rent a 1 
car garage from SouthGate 
Property Management. $60 a 
month. Iowa City southeast and 
westside garages available 
now. 3 month minimum lease.
(319)339-9320.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

SMALL HALLS.
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.

MOVING

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

TUTORS NEEDED! Make Money.
Join TutorUniverse.com

Text: Tutor to 75309

TUTORING

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

MAKE a DIFFERENCE!
Be a CAMP COUNSELOR!
Friendly Pines Camp, in the 
cool mountains of Prescott, AZ, 
is hiring for the 2013 season, 
May 26- July 29.
We offer 30+ activities including 
horseback riding, waterskiing, 
climbing, canoeing, target 
sports, ropes course and more.
Competitive salary, room and 
board. To apply, go to
www.friendlypines.com or call 
1-888-281-CAMP.
Be a part of something
AMAZING this summer!

GREAT Summer Job
Top Pay
Lifeguards
All Chicago Suburbs
No experience/will train & certify
Look for an application on our
website www.poolguards.com
(630)692-1500 x.103
Email: work@spmspools.com

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

BO JAMES
Now hiring wait staff, door, and 
cooks. Must be here summer.
Apply within 1-3pm.

RESTAURANT

PART-TIME Residential Aide.
Weekends, 1st or 2nd shift and 
on-call. Working with people 
with mental illness at a residen-
tial care facility. Casual dress.
Free parking. Apply within at
Chatham Oaks, 4515 Melrose 
Ave., Iowa City, IA 52245.

IOWA CITY HOSPICE
On-call registered nurse week 
nights (Monday through Friday), 
5p.m. to 8a.m. Responsible for 
on-call coverage for hospice pa-
tients in their homes and care 
centers. Must have current Iowa 
license as a registered nurse 
and a valid driver’s license.
Full-time benefits and pay.
www.iowacityhospice.org
(319)688-4221.

FULL-TIME SCL SOCIAL
WORKER
B.A. required. Experience in
Human Services preferred.
Excellent training, wages and
benefit package. Duties include
direct support to persons with
chronic mental illness.
Apply in person at:
Chatham Oaks,
4515 Melrose Ave.,
Iowa City.

FULL-TIME 2:00-10:30pm
Residential Aide working with 
people with mental illness at a 
residential care facility. Great 
benefits. Apply within at
Chatham Oaks, 4515 Melrose 
Ave., Iowa City, IA 52245.

MEDICAL

LOVE-A-LOT ECC
is accepting applications for
full and part-time associates.
Please email
julielee@love-a-lot.net
for further information.

EDUCATION

NOW HIRING
Earn extra money to help com-
plete education. Various shifts, 
full or part-time. No experience 
necessary. Neat appearance 
and own transportation a must.
For immediate interview, call 
(319)887-6976.

HOUSEKEEPING help needed, 
full-time and part-time. Must be 
motivated, dependable and a 
team player. Hospitality experi-
ence preferred. Apply within:
Baymont Inn,
200 6th St., Coralville.

HELP WANTED

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTORS
wanted for beginner and ad-
vanced classes. Evening hours 
and weekends available. Fun 
work environment with excellent 
pay. Contact us today:
synergygym@southslope.net

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

ACTORS AND MODELS
NEEDED
Open casting call!
BVS Performance Systems is 
looking for actors and models to 
play a variety of roles and
appear in pictures for our bank 
training courses.
We’re holding daytime and eve-
ning acting auditions the week 
of March 4 - 8. To lock in your 
time slot or for more informa-
tion, call Erin Wynkoop at 
(319)378-1807. Models can 
send headshots to 
ewynkoop@bvs.com.
We offer hourly pay. Actors and 
models will be added to our
actor database and considered 
for future roles. Minorities are 
encouraged to apply.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

ADOPTION

FREE BIRD LAUNDRY
www.freebirdlaundry.com
Laundry Has Never Been
So Easy!
We provide pick-up and delivery 
laundry service for the Iowa City 
area featuring semester long 
and month to month pricing.
(319)481-2473.

MESSAGE
BOARD

TAX PREPARATION 
AT REASONABLE PRICES

Specializing in taxes for 
Faculty and

International Students
Evening and weekend

hours available.
TAXES PLUS

6 E. Benton St., Iowa City
(319)338-2799

TAX
PREPARATION

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

 



Iowa’s Ethen Lofthouse collected an 11-
7 victory over Edinboro’s Vince Pickett on 
Feb. 16. That was the first time the junior 
had won a dual match in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena since Jan. 6, when he beat Purdue’s 
Andy Wiseman, 16-5 — a 40-day layoff be-
tween bouts.

The time that separated No. 2 Iowa’s 
duals with No. 15 Edinboro and Purdue, 
though, wasn’t empty. The Hawkeyes 
wrestled eight duals but just three were 
at home. And since the Black and Gold 
traveled to Minneapolis and beat No. 4 
Minnesota, 16-15, the Iowa coaching staff 
has alternated wrestlers at the 184-pound 
spot in the lineup. 

Lofthouse received the call against the 
Gophers on Jan. 26 and lost, 6-3. Grant 
Gambrall then took his place in the dual 
against No. 1 Penn State on Feb. 1 and 
lost by major decision. Lofthouse returned 
to the starting spot for Illinois on Feb. 8 

and won, 9-5, before Iowa switched back 
to Gambrall for the home dual against Ne-
braska on Feb. 10, where he lost a match 
that went down to the wire.

“It’s more of a trade thing with [Loft-
house] and Gambrall,” Iowa head wres-
tling coach Tom Brands said. “It’s not like 
we benched Lofthouse … You’re alternat-
ing there. There’s no decision there, and 
there’s no favorite.”

Brands and the Iowa wrestling coach-
ing staff initially began alternating Loft-
house and Gambrall because of Gam-
brall’s attitude in the practice room. He 
showed a better demeanor, and Brands 
said that Gambrall, a former All-Amer-
ican for the Hawkeyes, probably earned 
a shot.

The 184-pound spot has since worked 
like a two-man revolving door for the 
Hawkeyes, and it will continue to do so 
this upcoming weekend when Iowa trav-
els back to Minneapolis for the National 
Wrestling Coaches Association National 
Dual Championship Finals. Both Gam-

brall and Lofthouse will make the trip 
with the team.

“We’re allowed 15 guys,” Brands said. 
“We’ll have two 49-pounders and two 
84-pounders.”

Evans anxious for redemption

Mike Evans is hoping that the seeds 
hold true this weekend — at least until 
the actual finals, that is.

Evans, ranked third in the country at 
174-pounds, is hoping to exact revenge 
on both of the wrestlers who have given 
him his only two losses this season. Ev-
ans has lost to Oklahoma State’s Chris 
Perry, ranked No. 2, on Jan. 13 and to 
Minnesota’s Logan Storley, ranked No. 
1, on Jan. 26.

The Blair Academy product will on-
ly get his chance to avenge his losses, 
though, if second-seeded Iowa wrestles 

It was 2005, and the Iowa 
Hawkeye football team was 
competing in the Capital 
One Bowl game against LSU. 
Current Iowa senior swim-
mer Mitch Taylor remembers 
sitting alongside his grand-
father, Dick Taylor, watching 
the game, a bond they had 
with each other.

They watched Drew Tate 
throw a Hail Mary to Warren 
Holloway on the final play of 
the game to beat the Tigers, 
30-25.

“I’ll never forget how we 
both reacted that day,” Tay-
lor said. “When Tate threw 
the pass and completed it, 
we were jumping around 
screaming of excitement.”

It would be one of the last 
moments he had with his 
grandfather; Dick Taylor 
passed away the following 
year. Even after his death, 
the family continued to 
learn about the decorated 
life he had lived.

“It’s unfortunate he can’t 
be here with us anymore,” 
Taylor said. “Supporting 
and watching me.” 

Two years after Nile 
Kinnick was awarded the 
Heisman Trophy, Dick Tay-
lor joined the Hawkeye foot-
ball team. A Cedar Rapids 

native, Taylor rode the bus 
down to Iowa City daily to 
play for the Black and Gold 
and attend school.

Though Dick Taylor nev-
er started a game for the 
Hawkeyes, he gave it his 
all during practices, bear-
ing the exhaustion of get-
ting beat on by the stronger, 
bigger guys. He loved every 
minute of it.

Taylor’s time at Iowa was 
short-lived when he didn’t 
return the following year. 
Instead, Japan attacked 
Pearl Harbor and the nation 
was in war, leading him to 
enlist. While huddled in a 
large group, the draft offi-

cials asked for anyone inter-
ested in serving as a weath-
erman.

Thinking to himself that 
it sounded like a safe job, 
Taylor raised his hand. He 
was immediately shipped 
to Alaska and for weeks, as 
they built a weather station 
from scratch, he slept in 
tents.

Taylor returned from the 
war to his home and immedi-
ately got a job at a former de-
partment store, Armstrong’s, 
as a shoes salesman. It would 
be the first and only job Tay-
lor had. He eventually be-
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Ethen Lofthouse wrestles against Edinboro in Carver-Hawkeye on Sunday. Lofthouse has been alternating in the 184-pound spot in recent meets. (The Daily Iowan/Callie 
Mitchell)

For Hawks, 184 up in air Balboa 
shines at 
Iowa

Hawkeyes run in the Taylor family Bolivian 
finds tennis 
home

Iowa prepares for the National Wrestling Coaches Association National Dual Championship Finals.
by Cody goodwin
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

Gymnastics are not very popular in 
Monterrey, Mexico — the hometown of 
Iowa’s Javier Balboa. That alone, how-
ever, wasn’t enough to keep Balboa off 
the mat. His love for the sport, his team-
mates and coaches say, is evident every 
single day. 

“I’ve learned to love gymnastics more 
just by knowing Javy,” 
senior teammate Brody 
Shemansky said. “He tru-
ly enjoys gymnastics a lot. 
From him, I’ve been able 
to take away a sense of fo-
cus and love for the sport.”

At a young age, Balboa 
spent many days in the 
gym. His family, the se-
nior said, is the main rea-
son gymnastics became 
such a big part of his life. 

“Both of my sisters were already doing 
gymnastics when I was really young,” Bal-
boa said. “The coaches finally convinced 
me to go to one of the practices, and I’ve 
been doing it ever since.”

Balboa decided to continue his gymnas-
tics career after graduating high school. 
He attended Instituto Technologico y de 
Estudios Superiores for one year in his 
hometown of Monterrey. While there, he 
participated in the Winter Cup Challenge 
in Las Vegas. At the event, Iowa coaches 
noticed Balboa’s talents and decided to 
recruit him. 

Despite Balboa’s unlikely journey to 
Iowa gymnastics, the sport itself is well-
known for its international appeal. On 
the Iowa squad alone, there are four 
different countries represented. Iowa 
head coach JD Reive enjoys bringing in 
diverse backgrounds, like Balboa’s, and 
believes they can be invaluable to his 
squad. 

“Gymnastics is the international lan-
guage of movement,” Reive said. “One of 
the things that I really enjoy about our 
sport is that it attracts and encourages an 
international approach. I think it makes 

The lack of popularity for 
his sport in Mexico wasn’t 
enough to keep Iowa gymnast 
Javier Balboa off the mat.

by ryan ProbasCo
ryan-probasco@uiowa.edu

Traveling man Juan Estenssoro has 
found a place to call home in Iowa City. 
Estenssoro’s route to becoming a Divi-
sion 1 athlete was far from ordinary, 
taking lots of twists and turns along 
the way. 

Estenssoro was born on Jan. 1, 1991, 
in Bolivia. The country is divided into 
nine departments, and there are nu-
merous providences within each de-
partment. Estenssoro 
lived in Santa Cruz de 
La Sierra, a providence 
of the Santa Cruz, 
which is the most popu-
lated city in the country. 

In high school, Es-
tenssoro was said to 
be a fierce tennis play-
er. He attended San-
ta Cruz International 
School, where he was 
the Junior National Champion of Bo-
livia three times in his career. Estens-
soro won Bolivia’s Juniors National 
title when he was 12, 16, and 18 years 
old. 

After graduating, Estenssoro decid-
ed to continue his tennis career and 

It’s been a long journey to 
Iowa City for junior Juan 
Estenssoro, but, ultimately, he 
ended up where he wanted to 
be.

by dominiCk whitE
dominick-white@uiowa.edu

ABOVE: Mitch Taylor swims in the 100 butterfly at the Big Ten Swimming and Diving 
Championships in 2012. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

See taylor, 7A See tEnnis, 8A

See balboa, 8A

Senior Mitch Taylor’s 
grandfather was a 
football player, WWII 
veteran, and a Minor 
League Baseball player.
by Jalyn souChEk
jalyn-souchek@uiowa.edu

balboa
gymnast

Estenssoro
junior

notEbook

Dick Taylor sits on an iceberg while 
stationed in Alaska in 1941. (Contrib-
uted Photo)
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Oscar parties, 
Englert swings

The Englert is hosting Hollywood Live, a free, movie- 
themed party for the screening of the Academy Awards. 
The Bijou will also hold a free screening of the awards.

BY SAMANTHA GENTRY
samantha-gentry@uiowa.edu

The glitz and glamour of the 85th 
Academy Awards will be transported 
into an intimate Iowa City theater in 
which guests may dress for a walk on the 
red carpet and munch on movie-themed 
hors d’oeuvres.

Chris Okiishi will host his Hollywood 
Live party at 6 p.m. Feb. 24 in the En-
glert Theater, 221 E. Washington St. Ad-
mission is free, but there is a suggested 
$10 donation at the door.

Okiishi has hosted Academy Awards 
parties at his home every year since 
1991. In the early 2000s, the event start-
ed to escalate, and at one point, more 
than 300 people attended.

He knew a bigger space was needed 
for the party, and the Englert offered its 
space.

“[Okiishi] is a really fun, engaging 

party host, but like anyone, his house 
can only hold so many people,” said En-
glert development director Katie Roche. 
“So, by hosting this at the Englert, he 
can throw a bigger party, and now, with 
the permission of the Academy Awards, 
we are also able to have the party serve 
as a benefit to the theater.”

While Okiishi does intend to watch 
the show, he will also offer several con-
tests during the evening complete with 
prizes for guests.

The “Guess the Winners Contest” in-
vites each guest to play along with the 
show and fill out a ballot on who they 
believe will win.

“Most people enjoy movies,” Okiishi 
said. “So it’s the type of contest that 
even people with a limited amount of 
information can still make an educated 

See oScARS, 5b



The career of historian 
Hal Chase started when 
he was 8 years old after 
being uprooted from his 
hometown of Des Moines 
and dropped in “legally” 
segregated Frankfort, 
Ky., in 1950.

“I discovered on the 
first day that I was a 
‘Yankee,’ ‘damn Yankee,’ 
or, pardon their choice 
of words, a ‘n----- lover,’ ” 
he said. “And that taught 
me that something called 
the Civil War had taken 
place and that some peo-
ple were still fighting it 
— and I think I fought 
every kid in the second 
grade at my school, some 
of them more than once.”

His story, and those of 
others, will be the driv-
ing force behind Chase’s 
presentation at 6:30 p.m. 
today in the Old Cap-
itol Museum, “Beyond 
Racism: The Civil War, 
Emancipation, and the 
Continuing Struggle for 
a New Birth of Freedom.”

Sponsored by Human-
ities Iowa, Chase’s talk 
will coincide with Black 
History Month and the 
Old Capitol Museum 
exhibit Gone to See the 
Elephant: The Civil War 
through the Eyes of Iowa 
Soldiers, which began 
Aug. 30, 2012, and will 
run through May 26. The 
exhibit commemorates 
the 150th anniversary 
of the middle of the Civil 
War by focusing on the 
stories of six influential 
Iowans who were in-
volved in the conflict.

“We have soldiers, 
family members, and mi-
norities who, in one way 
or another, were affected 
by the war,” said Shal-
la Ashworth, the direc-
tor of operations for the 
Pentacrest Museums. 

“History repeats itself 
inevitably. Fast-forward 
to today; the same chal-
lenges are being faced by 
military families, so it’s 
very parallel.”

Chase, a coauthor of 
the book Outside In: Af-
rican-American History 
in Iowa, said he plans 
to highlight such paral-
lels to the evolution of 
civil rights in Iowa and 
beyond from the Civil 
War to today. He plans to 
give a 15-minute audio-
visual presentation and 
then hold a discussion 
in which he will invite 
visitors to share their 
stories.

“I will highlight how, 
in my perspective, civil 
rights in Iowa have been 
broadened and, I hope, 
deepened over the years,” 
he said. “When people 
start to open up and tell 
stories from their own 
lives about discrimina-
tion in their families, it’s 
just wonderful.”

Kathrine Moermond, 
the museum education 
& outreach coordinator, 
said she hopes Chase, 
the five other scheduled 
speakers, and various 
Civil-War-focused films, 
activities, and presenta-
tions will provide insight 
on the war’s effect, not 
only on civil rights but 
military strategy, medi-
cine, regional identities, 
industry, foods, fashion, 
and more.

“It’s such a fascinat-
ing time, and I feel like 

it’s so dense,” she said. “I 
tried to find as many per-
spectives of the war as I 
could so people can take 
away their own view-
point from it. There’s al-
so an element of taking 
the information out of 
the classroom and allow-
ing people to participate 
in it.” 

Ashworth, one of 
whose ancestors left Io-
wa City for the Civil War, 
said she believes the pro-
gramming will give new 
meaning to visitors’ fam-
ily history, and Chase 
said he hopes the stories 
of the past will inspire 
the current generation 
to action.

“What every one of us 
does has an impact, be-
lieve it or not, on every-
one else; therefore, we 
are responsible for every 
little thing we do,” he 
said. “People think histo-
ry is something that only 
presidents and celebri-
ties make, but we make 
it every day and night.”

weekend events

movies | music | words | film
dance | theater | lectures

today 2.21

friday 2.22

saturday 2.23

sunday 10.21

music
• Jake miller concert, 7 p.m., Blue 
moose, 211 iowa 
• sigma alpha iota second school 
of music all-stars competition, 
7:30 p.m., riverside recital hall
• mavis staples, 8 p.m., englert, 
221 e. washington
• mc animosity, 9 p.m., mill, 120 e. 
Burlington
• Garage rock night, 10 p.m., 
Gabe’s, 330 e. washington
• mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

words
• “live from Prairie lights,” dan 
Breachy-Quick & sally Keith, poetry, 
7 p.m., Prairie lights, 15 s. dubuque
• spoken word, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s, 730 s. dubuque

film
• Free Touch, 6 p.m., 240 art 
Building west
• The House I Live In, 7 p.m., Bijou
• situationist film festival, 7 p.m., 
Public space one, 129 e. wash-
ington
• campus activities Board movie, 
This is 40, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 imu
• The Rabbi’s Cat, 9:15 p.m., Bijou

lectures
• Joint astrophysics/space Physics 
seminar, “Generation Processes of 
whistler mode chorus emissions; 
current status of nonlinear wave 
Growth theory,” Yoshiharu omura, 
Kyoto university, 2:30 p.m., 309 

van allen
• ui explorers seminar, “middle and 
late stone age in arid southern 
africa: excavations at erb tanks,” 
namibia, Jim enloe and teddy marks, 
anthropology, 7 p.m., museum of 
natural history Biosphere discovery 
hub

dance
• country dance lessons, 6:30 
p.m., wildwood, 4919 walleye s.e. 
• faculty/Graduate dance concert, 
8 p.m., north hall space/Place

miscellaneous
• lunch with the chefs, 11:30 a.m., 
imu main lounge
• spanish conversation classes, 
12:15 p.m., uihc Pomerantz family 
Pavilion melrose conference center 6
• Little Village live, 5 p.m., Public 
space one
• t’ai chi open Practice, 5:30, 
senior center, 28 s. linn
• artvaark, 6 p.m., uptown Bill’s, 
730 s. dubuque
• “Beyond racism: the civil war, 
emancipation, and the continuing 
struggle for a new Birth of free-
dom,” hal chase, 6:30 p.m., old 
capitol museum
• meditation class, 6:30 p.m., 
friends meeting house, 311 n. linn
• campus activities Board variety, 
casino night, 9 p.m., imu main 
lounge
• mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 e. 
washington

music
• Java Blend live, mutts, 2 p.m., 
Java house, 211.5 e. washington
• Jazz after five, oddbar Quartet, 
5 p.m., mill
• Punk farm ii, 6 p.m., Gabe’s
• Bandwith fest, 7 p.m., Blue 
moose, 211 iowa
• ui orchestra invitational, 7 p.m., 
riverside recital hall
• stephane wrembel and his Band, 
8 p.m., englert
• Karaoke, 9 p.m., mill
• Jimkata, 10 p.m., Yacht club, 13 
s. linn

film
• Middle of Nowhere, 7 p.m., Bijou
• situationist film festival, 7 p.m., 
Public space one
• campus activities Board movie, 
This is 40, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 imu

• Tchoupitoulas, 9 p.m., Bijou

theater
• “dust & ash” and “mold,” 
Gallery series, 8 p.m., theater 
Building theater B

dance
•faculty/Graduate dance concert, 
8 p.m., space/Place

lectures
• caPs: mo Yan’s nobel Prize, 
3:30 p.m., 1117 university capitol 
center

miscellaneous
• english language learners’ 
discussion circle, noon, s126 
Pappajohn Business Building
• diamonds or denim 2013, 6 p.m., 
Plaza towers, 201 s. linn

music
• new horizons orchestra, 10:45 
a.m., senior center
• celia Brockway, soprano, 2 p.m., 
riverside recital hall
• Jonathan allen, trombone, daniel 
Kubus, piano, 5 p.m., riverside 
recital hall
• Brook hoover, 5:30 p.m., Public 
space one
• Band with fest, 7 p.m., Blue 
moose
• saturday night music, andrew 
epstein’s fried egg string Band, 
7:30 p.m., uptown Bill’s
• summercamp Battle of the Bands, 
8:45 p.m., Yacht club
• free Bass dance Party, 9 p.m., 
Blue moose
• mike hard, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

film
• Middle of Nowhere, 4 & 8 p.m., 
Bijou
• Tchoupitoulas, 6 p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board movie, 
This is 40, 8 & 11 p.m., 348 imu
• Midnight Cowboy, 11 p.m., Bijou

theater
• The Magistrate, 7 p.m., englert
• “dust & ash” and “mold,” Gallery 
series, 8 p.m., theater B
• comedy showcase, hosted by 
Bobby Bunch, 9 p.m., mill

lectures
• Bookbinding workshop, rachel 
singel, 10 a.m., Paper nest, 220 e. 
washington
• Grapes and wine making, 10 a.m., 
iowa city landscaping and Garden 
center, 520 highway 1 w.

dance
• Barn dance, 7:30 p.m., senior 
center
• faculty/Graduate dance concert, 
8 p.m., space/Place

miscellaneous
• miracles in motion vendor fair, 9 
a.m., eagle’s lodge, 225 highway 
1 w.
• lost nation, the ioway 2&3, 5:30 
p.m., museum of natural history

music
• chamber singers, 3 p.m., first 
Presbyterian church, 2701 roch-
ester
• distinguished clarinet lecture/
recital, series of Brazilian music, 
maurita murphy mead and Ze emilio 
Gobbo, 3:30 p.m., old capitol
• Jazz vespers, 5 p.m., trinity 
episcopal church, 320 e. college
• G-eazy, 7 p.m., Blue moose
• alumni recital featuring emily 
truckenbrod, soprano, and linda 
Perry, piano, 7:30 p.m., university 
capitol center

words
• “live from Prairie lights,” Jeff 
Biggers, nonfiction, 1 p.m., Prairie 
lights
• story time adventures, Beavers, 
3 p.m., macbride mammal hall
• was the word, 7 p.m., englert
• Kenneth Goldsmith reading, con-
ceptual poet, 7:30 p.m., dey house 
frank conroy reading room

film
• Let’s Talk Inclusive, GlBt movie 
series, 1 p.m., senior center
• Middle of Nowhere, 3 p.m., Bijou

theater
• “dust & ash” and “mold,” Gallery 
series, 2 p.m., theater B
• hollywood live hosted by chris 
okiishi, 6 p.m., englert, 221 e. 
washington

lectures
• delay the disease: exercise for 
Parkinson’s disease, 1 p.m., senior 
center
• 30th-annual Presidential lecture, 
sara rynes-weller, 3:30 p.m., levitt 
center

DANCE
• argentina: music and dance, 2:30 
p.m., senior center
• reac dance, 6 p.m., eagle’s 
lodge

New Movies
oPeninG this weeKend

Snitch
Caught up in a bad situation, the 
son of John Matthews (Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson) is set up 
and wrongfully imprisoned for 
dealing drugs. His father must go 
undercover and work with the DEA 
to clear his son’s name and ensure 
his release. He will stop at nothing 
to gain his son’s freedom.

Tchoupitoulas
A trio of young boys travel 
through the nocturnal streets of 
New Orleans in this film. In one 
night, the boys explore the city 
“from Rampart to the river” and 
come across members of the 
thrilling culture the city has to 
offer. The film is described as a 
kaleidoscopic experience. 

at the BiJou

Midnight Cowboy
Texas hustler Joe Buck (Jon 
Voight) heads to New York and 
struggles to make it in the new 
town. His fortunes don’t improve 
much when he pairs up with Rasto 
Rizzo (Dustin Hoffman), a destitute 
social outcast. Struggling against 
a world that rejects them, they 
develop a deep friendship.

beer
of the weeK

Green Flash Palate 
Wrecker

Product of: Green Flash Brewing Co., 
San Diego, Calif.
serving style: On-tap, pint glass
I pulled up a stool at the Clinton Street 
Social Club to be told that they had 
a beer so special, so rare, that the 
entire state of Iowa had only gotten 
four kegs. Sadly, by the time this story 
is published, the beer will likely be 
gone, but hopefully, the Social Club 
will reload this bursting-with-taste 
beer soon.
smell: The hops are the focus here, 
and they are extremely pronounced, 
but they do not overshadow the citrus 
flavors also at play. My best guess is 
that the beer includes grapefruit, lem-
on, tangerine, pineapple, and mango, 
finished off with a bite of pine. 4.3/5
appearance: The head on the beer 
is pretty sturdy, and the body was a 
hearty amber color, as best I could 
tell in the bar light. The foam is a 
surprisingly dark color of beige, and 
the glass-lacing lasts well after the 
beer is gone.  4.8/5
taste: Holy crap best sums it up. The 
hops are ridiculously powerful, and the 
taste is diverse yet satiating. As active 
on the taste buds as any IPA I’ve had. 
The fruit flavors bedazzle the roof of 
your mouth and base of your tongue 
initially, but after you swallow, be 
ready to welcome the lingering burn of 
alcohol mixed with caramel. 4.4/5
As a name like “Palate Wrecker” 
should indicate, this beer might be on 
flavor-steroids and is not for the faint 
of heart. It’s delicious and well-brewed, 
but it’s not extremely drinkable. If you 
have an opportunity to give this beer a 
try, definitely do so, but do so knowing 
that you’ll probably be most satisfied 
with the experience if you only have 
one or two.

- dan verhille
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Exhibit on bigotry 
after Civil War hits UI

By emma mcclatcheY
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

hal chase 
presentation

“Beyond racism: the 
civil war, emancipation, 
and the continuing 
struggle for a new Birth 
of freedom”
when: 6:30 p.m. today
where: Old Capitol Supreme 
Court Chamber
admission: Free and open 
to the public

lecture

Gone to see the Elephant is an exhibit at Old Capitol Museum seen on Wednesday. Iowa historian Hal Chase will  
speak about Iowa’s role in the Civil War and civil-rights history today. (The Daily Iowan/Chris WIllauer)

‘What every one of us does has an impact, 
believe it or not, on everyone else; therefore, 
we are responsible for every little thing we 

do,’ he said. ‘People think history is something 
that only presidents and celebrities make, but 

we make it every day and night.’
– Hal Chase, coauthor of the book Outside In: African-American 

History in Iowa



Ever since Nintendo’s 
Game Boy earned world-
wide success with Te-
tris, handheld systems 
have often been consid-
ered a place for short, 
simple games that could 
waste 15 minutes here 
and there. Consoles are 
the powerhouses that 
give us blockbuster ex-
periences, while hand-
helds just tide us over 
until we can get back in 
front of the TV.

Handhelds are no lon-
ger happy being second 
chair. Devices such as 
the 3DS, PlayStation Vi-
ta, and smart phones al-
low smart developers to 
create masterly games 
despite tech limitation. 
Fire Emblem is a se-
ries that has thrived on 
handhelds, and Awak-
ening is without a doubt 
the best entry in the se-
ries, the best 3DS game, 
and one of the best 
games of all time.

Fire Emblem is a 
strategy-based game 
similar to the well-
known Final Fantasy 
Tactics series or even 
more well-known game, 
chess.

You and your foe take 
alternating turns mov-
ing your characters 
across the map and po-
sitioning to attack or de-
fend against the enemy. 
But characters are not 
all the same. Some move 
farther, some hit harder, 
some are tougher. Some 
just do things differ-
ently. An archer must 
attack from two spaces 
away, while a mage can 
attack from one or two 
spaces away. A dancer is 
a weak fighter, but she 
can grant any unit an 
extra move. A cleric has 
to get next to a unit to 
heal them, unless they 
have a physic staff that 
can heal from afar. But 
all items will break af-
ter a set number of uses, 
with the strongest items 
having the fewest uses. 

Fire Emblem is also 
about management and 
awareness. Be aware of 
your unit’s weapons, but 
also be aware of the en-
emy’s. Wind Spells are 
deadly against flying 

characters, and most 
weapon types have ad-
vantages over another. 
For example, sword us-
ers always have a leg up 
on ax users. 

Don’t forget that posi-
tioning is just as import-
ant as your weapon. You 
could attack that Knight 
right now, but you could 
also place yourself on 
that fortress, which will 
give you a stat boost as 
long as you are on it. Or 
you could move next to 
another unit, which will 
support you in battle, 
and you will grow closer 
as friends. Did I men-
tion you have to manage 
relationships as well?

The more characters 
battle together, the clos-
er they get, and the clos-
er they get, the better 
they will support each 
other in battle. If a male 
and a female character 
get close enough, they 
can get married, which 
provides the best lev-
el of in-battle support. 
This system is helped 
greatly by Awakening’s 
best new feature, the 
pairing system, which 
allows you to place two 
units on the same spot, 
giving the lead unit an 
immense stat boost. 
Is your new Wyvern 
Knight a little too slow 
to be effective? Pair him 
with your best Assas-
sin and watch the ex-
tra speed help him fly 
circles around the ene-
mies. 

Support is important 
not only because of bat-
tles, but also because it 
is the source of the best 
story bits in the game. 
There is an overarching 
narrative about war-
ring nations and mag-
ical artifacts, but the 
character conversations 
are far more entertain-
ing, and there are hours 
of them for dedicated 
players to see. 

There are hours of 
everything for players 
to see. On top of the 
extensive campaign 
missions, random bat-
tles pop up on the map, 
DLC battles can be 
downloaded, and op-
tional side quests are 
scattered throughout 
the game. You can even 
battle other players 
through Street Pass 
or just buy items from 
their avatar. Even after 
beating the game once, 
numerous difficulties 
(including a Classic 
mode that keeps the 

series’ infamous per-
manent-death feature). 
The game looks beauti-
ful despite the 3DS’ lim-
itations. The characters 
sprites are great as al-
ways, but the 3D char-
acters look amazing as 
well, especially during 
battle scenes. The mu-
sic is great, setting the 
mood perfectly in epic 
battles as well as goofy 
chats. 

Fire Emblem Awak-
ening is a true strategy 
game. Admittedly, it is 
daunting at first, but 
once you get into the 
rhythm, there’s not an-
other game you would 
rather play. This game 
is proof that handheld 
games aren’t just appe-
tizers for gamers. They 
are full experiences 
that can eclipse their 
big-screen counterparts 

when done right. Fire 
Emblem Awakening is 
done perfectly.

Reviewer Score: 10

A popular myth says a 
small group of powerful gen-
erals and wealthy citizens 
once expressed interest in 
seeing George Washington 
install himself as the first 
king of America.

 Supposedly, Washington 
sat down his generals in 
a schoolhouse after victo-
ry over Great Britain and 
kindly pointed out that such 
a move would betray the 
principles of revolution and 
undermine everything they 
had labored for only to re-
place one King George with 
another.

To the dismay of powers 
both domestic and foreign, 
Washington humbly re-
turned his wartime powers, 
and the rest, as they say, 
is history. But what, per-
chance, would have hap-
pened if Washington hadn’t 
willingly handed over the 
reins?

The Infamy, episode 1 in 
the Tyranny of King Wash-
ington downloadable con-
tent series for Assassin’s 
Creed III, dropped Monday. 
This installment, along 
with The Betrayal and The 
Redemption to follow, will 
explore an alternate reality 
in which Washington suc-
cumbs to the allures of pow-
er and establishes himself 
as king of a new empire.

Loading as a separate 
menu item from the sin-
gle-player campaign, the 
sporadically paced story 
begins on a rather odd note 
as the protagonist Connor 
is greeted by his supposedly 
dead mother, who proceeds 
to quickly explain that she 
is somehow responsible for 
George Washington’s rise to 
monarchy status.  

For the most part, Infa-
my comes at you in short, 
broken, and concentrated 
bursts. What you do get is 
an enjoyable two or three 
hours of following around a 
rushed plot line determined 
to talk about mystery more 
than show it, but the play 
that’s provided is very enter-
taining.

I was surprised to find 
that Infamy only contained 
six memories. While it was 
entertaining to get throttled 
by King Washington with a 
scepter and watch Connor 
dashing through blizzards 
in his new shirtless outfit, I 
couldn’t help but feel that it 
all happens too quickly and 
without the proper amount 
of time permitted for daw-
dling and hunting in typical 
Creed fashion.

Because the add-on is es-
sentially detached from the 
main campaign, the impor-
tance of completing smaller 
“chores” seems less relevant, 
especially when hunting 
was not revisited as an inte-

gral component.
The strongest of the six 

memories was the “Sky 
World Journey” memory, in 
which players drink a psy-
chedelic tea, then hunt down 
an elk with a wolf pack by 
listening for the elk’s heart-
beat. Stranded on a white 
screen, the player must 
track the noise of the beat-
ing heart to force the terrain 
to materialize.

It turns into being a fair-
ly frenzied affair, dashing 
through trees and over rocks 
toward an elk you can bare-
ly ever see, but it’s an exhil-
arating ride. Ubisoft should 
have shown more confidence 
in a mechanic that’s really 
working and produced 10 
of these spirit missions be-
cause they don’t disappoint 
the player.

After completing the 
hunt, the player feeds on the 
elk and is given the ability to 
summon spirit wolves to at-
tack enemies and the ability 
to be temporarily invisible. 
Dashing between patches 
of bushes while invisible to 
the naked eye flowed so nat-
urally within the game, that 
it raised the question why it 
couldn’t be included in the 
rest of the game?

Rather than just be given 
three spirit wolves to attack 
whomever you deem worthy 
for a mission or two, why not 
send the player out to find 
each one of them, hunt an 
elk to acquire them into the 
pack, then train with them? 
Experience and levels could 
be implemented in exactly 
the same way the human 
Assassin’s Guild members 
were in previous games, 
and having the wolves show 
growth would make the 
player feel more attached to 
a section that currently feels 
like an island.

I’ve been saying since the 
first Creed game that play-
ers should be able to em-
body the eagle, and I stand 
by the statement. Imagine 
re-experiencing all of As-
sassin’s Creed III with new 
abilities such as short-term 
flight or invisibility through 
eagle and wolf spirit pow-
ers. Close a few fort gates, 
add a few guards, and a 
whole new game mode 
could have been added with 
minimal effort.

What’d I like to see in 
the future expansions 
are some tie-ins with the 
single-player campaign. 
Ubisoft should create 
new hunting and assas-
sination challenges in 
the existing game that 
would unlock additional 
pieces of the King Wash-
ington part of the story 
to reward players who’ve 
played both.

Hopefully, some success 
with Infamy will give 
Ubisoft extra incentive 
to make the next install-
ment, The Betrayal, a lon-
ger adventure. Much like 
an appetizer, Infamy is 
enjoyable and suggestive 
of the delicious entrée to 
follow, but the pleasure is 
fleeting and short-lived.
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gamer talk

All Hail King … 
Washington?

Fire emblem 
awakening

released: Feb. 4
Platforms: Nintendo 3DS
eSrB rating: T for Teen
Published by: Nintendo
Developed by: Intelligent 
Systems
Cost: $39.99

Review: Fire Emblem Awakening

By Dan VerHille
daniel-verhille@uiowa.edu

By Sam Stewart
sam-stewart@uiowa.edu
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By Audrey dwyer
audrey-dwyer@uiowa.edu

A blank screen awaits, an 
idea longing to be heard; all 
it takes is the click of mouse, 
and the creation of a new di-
mension begins.

The result? An animated 
film.

After two years of metic-
ulous work, “Touch Free,” 
a short animation film by 
Peter Chanthanakone and 
his colleagues, will première 
at 6 p.m. today. The film, as 
well as a short preview of 
Chanthanakone’s upcoming 
film, The World’s Top Super-
hero, will be screened in the 
240 Art Building West.

Chanthanakone is a Uni-
versity of Iowa animation 
instructor, and also a short-
film director specializing in 
3-D animation.

“I felt regular video was 
limited; you can only shoot 
what you can see,” he said. 
“But with animation, whatev-
er you imagine, you can build.”

A quirky yet emotionally 
driven film, “Touch Free” 
contains a life lesson in the 
guise of comedy.

“It’s about enjoying life 
and whatever challeng-
es come your way,” Chan-
thanakone said. “It’s about 
just having the ability to 
laugh and smile about it.”

Much of the director’s in-
spiration for the animation 
derives from everyday expe-
riences. 

Whether he is traveling, 
searching the Internet, or 
learning from his students, 
any object can be designed 
in the Maya Animation 
program. Some of the char-
acters in the film are from 
a popular 3-D Japanese 
artist, Hiroshi Yoshii. Living 
in Tokyo, he has been an il-
lustrator and designer for 
30 years and has focused on 
character design for about 
eight years. Yoshii has also 
had work published in the 
New Yorker and some ani-
mated videos on Nikon com-
mercials. 

“Often, I am inspired 
just by ordinary things, like 

walking by a train station,” 
said Yoshii through his in-
terpreter and ARTas1 pub-
licist Paul Whitney. “I will 
notice a color combination 
and use that in my own cre-
ations.” 

He also said he is con-
stantly doodling every day. 
For years, he dedicated him-
self to create at least one 
character every day, titling 
it “Daily Work.” Now, he is 
down to maybe two or three 
characters a week. 

In one of Chanthana-
kone’s animation classes 
about character design, he 
showed images of Super-
man, Sonic the Hedgehog, 
and Mario to illustrate the 
influence of color palettes. 
He said an animation artist 
must have a creative mind 
as well as an attention to 
detail.

“When it comes to design, 
you have to look at the con-
text of other characters in 
the story,” said Sean Robin-
son, a B.F.A. intermedia stu-
dent in Chanthanakone’s 
Animation II class. “You 

create shapes and colors as-
sociated with how you want 
that character to portray 
emotion. Before you say a 
word, someone knows how 
that character will act.”

Minute details down to 
the size of the character’s 
pupil can determine the au-
dience’s reception.

“Just growing up, I loved 
watching cartoons, and it 
was so funny to me that 
characters could come to 
life,” Robinson said. “It was 
a total imaginary world 
outside of our existence. It’s 
fun to be part of that now. 
For my own inspiration, I 
look to the things I enjoyed 
about cartoons as a kid and 
take tidbits of those images, 
mash it together, then see 
what I get.”

However, with creating 
animations comes frustra-
tion. Many of the animators 
agreed it is better to take a 
break and refresh the mind. 

“When I get frustrated, 
I back away from the com-
puter and go on a hike,” 
said Travis Drilingas, one 

of Chanthanakone’s col-
laborators and a senior at 
Southeast Missouri State 
University. “I like to find in-
spiration from the outdoors. 
Sometimes, I just need a 
break to clear my head and 
recuperate.”

The art form allows for 
the creator’s personality and 
flair to enhance the quality of 
the story in a virtual world.

“I don’t really have a back-
ground in drawing or sculpt-
ing, but I can still make the 
character look interesting 
and creative,” said Chris 
Northcutt, a computer and 
multimedia graphics grad-
uate student at Southeast 
Missouri State who helped 
create a few films with 
Chanthanakone. “This is one 
of the best ways for me to 
express my ideas. I like the 

overall look and feel to the fi-
nal product; there is so much 
creative freedom in 3-D.”

Chanthanakone said the 
process is collaborative in 
many ways, because stu-
dents of a variety of dis-
ciplines are able to share 
ideas with each other.

“There is a lot of feed-
back, sometimes unexpect-
ed, but the work becomes 
better with new perspec-
tives,” Chanthanakone said. 
“Animation is a constantly 
changing medium; there is 
a lot of exchange of knowl-
edge.”
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UI animation instructor screens short film

Screening
what: “Touch Free” a short 
animated film
when: 6 p.m. today
where: 240 Art Building 
West

All images are stills from UI animation Assistant Professor Peter Chanthanakone’s film “Touch Free.” The short animation will be shown at 6 p.m. today in 240 Art Building West. (Con-
tributed)



guess.”
Along with the nom-

ination ballots, there 
will also be a con-
tests for “Best Dressed 
Guest,” in which at-
tendees dress for the 
red carpet, “Best Cos-
tumed Guest,” in which 
people dress as char-
acters from the year’s 
films, and “Best Mov-
ie-Theme Food.”

While the event will 
be catered by Bread 
Garden Market, guests 
are invited to bring 
their own “movie-theme 
food” to share. In the 
past, some of the win-
ners have included Hil-
lary Pigs in a Swank-et 
and the Lord of the On-
ion Rings.

This year, as a spe-
cial addition, there will 
also be a lip-sync con-
test to the Adele song 
“Skyfall” as she sings it 
live on the program.

For some, however, 
the event is more about 
being able to take part 
in “Hollywood’s biggest 
night” in a local venue.

Andy Brodie, a co-
founder and board 
head of FilmScene, a 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to enhancing 
and discussing film as 
an art in Iowa City, is 
pleased to sponsor an 
event that is becoming 
a tradition.

“I just enjoy the Os-
cars as a celebration 
of the movies,” he said. 
“The recognition of the 
art and craft that goes 
into making them and 
the opportunity to re-
flect on the beauty and 
inspiration that’s pos-
sible through cinema.”

Brodie has seen six of 
the nine films nominat-
ed for Best Picture, but 
for different reasons, 
he said his favorites 
were Michael Haneke’s 
Amour and Quentin 
Tarantino’s Django Un-
chained. “I saw Amour 
in early September at 

the Telluride 
Film Festi-
val,” he said. 

“It was so nice to see it 
with a large audience; 
it’s a tough but tender 
film with incredibly 
powerful lead perfor-
mances.”

Richard Wiebe, a 
graduate student 
teaching screenwriting 
at the UI, said Amour 
was his favorite as well.

“It represents a film 
that is extraordinarily 
moving and powerful,” 
he said. 

“It is something that 
I can imagine an in-
dependent filmmaker 
creating, and that is 
the kind of film I would 
like to applaud, some-
thing very human, but 
something a talented 
UI undergrad could 
make with a little am-
bition.”

When talking to his 
students about their 
films, Wiebe points out 
that the Oscars are a 
false standard of great-
ness of what can actu-
ally be done.

He said that some-
times, students may 
see the Oscars as being 
crippling, so he tries to 
empower them to see 
what they can actually 
achieve.

“One of the first 
things we do is talk 
about our favorite films 
and filmmakers, but I 
want to try to encour-
age [the students] to 
write a script they ac-
tually could make,” he 
said. “The Oscars and 
Hollywood don’t have 
to dictate our ambi-
tions.”

One of the “typical 
Hollywood narratives” 
Wiebe did not necessar-
ily enjoy was Argo.

He was invested in 
the film from the be-
ginning sequence, he 

said, but then, the mov-
ie seemed to guide him 
on how he was “sup-
posed to feel.”

“There would be mo-
ments where sort of 
unnecessary cinematic 
conventions would be 
deployed, like an or-
chestral score or shots 
of Ben Affleck, that 
were so pensive and to 
me funny,” he said.

This year, Seth Mac-
Farlane will host the 
event, a job that Brodie 
describes as a “tough 
gig” for a first-time 

host.
“In general, I favor 

a traditional approach 
to the awards,” Bro-
die said. “MacFarlane 
can sing and do a little 
dancing, so we’ll see 
how he puts those skills 
to use.”

Whether guests have 
studied the films and 
are serious about who 
is going to win or just 
enjoy watching the 
red-carpet fashion, 
there will be something 
for everyone at the 
screening.

“This event is fast 
becoming an Iowa City 
tradition at the En-
glert, and as we see it, 
the more the merrier,” 
Roche said.

For those who don’t 
want to indulge in the 
big-party scene, there 
will also be a free 
screening at 6 p.m. on 
Sunday in the Bijou.
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oscars
ConTInueD From 1b

The 85th 
academy awards 
screening Event
When: 6 p.m. Feb. 24
Where: bijou Cinema, in 
the Imu
admission: Free

Hollywood Live 
oscars Viewing 
Party
When: 6 p.m. Feb. 24
Where: englert, 221 e. 
Washington
admission: Free; $10 dona-
tion suggested

Nominee 
Predictions 
Andy brodie of FilmScene

1. Best Picture: Argo
2. actress in a Leading 
role: Jennifer Lawrence, 
Silver Linings Playbook
“I’d love to see emmanuelle 
riva win for Amour. She’s 
the oldest actress ever 
nominated for best Actress, 
and this year also has the 
youngest actress ever nomi-
nated, Quvenzhané Wallis.”
3. actor in a Leading role: 
Daniel Day-Lewis, Lincoln

Argo - PubLICITy

Amour - PubLICITy
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Casino Night returns
Bigger, better, and bolder, 

organizers say, this year’s 
Casino Night has some quirky 
new additions.

The IMU Main Lounge will 
transform into a casino at 9 
p.m. today. The Campus Activ-
ities Board created this year’s 
event with a bigger budget.

Katie Brown, the variety 
and entertainment director of 
the board, said the new addi-
tions are a live jazz band, a 
DJ from KRUI, a photo booth, 
$1,000 worth of food, and a 
variety of game tables includ-
ing blackjack, roulette, and a 
Texas hold ’em tournament. 
Raffle tickets are also avail-
able for a chance to win $100 
worth of Hawkeye gear, a spa 
basket with Aveda products, 
an Apple TV, a coffee-theme 
basket, and more.

 “We want students to 
feel like they are not at just 
a school-sponsored event 
but more of a casino-esque 
event,” Brown said.

 Location is key for the 
ambiance of a casino. Brown 

noted that the event last 
year at Old Brick had a sparse 
attendance of 100 to 200 
people. But Campus Activities 
Board coordinators expect 
this year to attract a wider 
audience of up to 400 people.

 “My favorite part is to 
see the final product and see 
people play, not just to win 
prizes but because they are 
excited to be there,” Brown 
said. “The music and prizes 
are definitely high points of 
the event.”

Brown and other Campus 
Activities Board members look 
forward to a big event filled 
with new events, as well as the 
students’ reactions to the new 
prizes, activities, and food.

— by Audrey Dwyer

Go to 
DAilyiowAN.Com

AfTeR CAsINO 
NIgHT TO see A 

pHOTO sLIDesHOW 
Of THe eVeNT’s 

fesTIVITIes.



Legendary gospel and 
soul singer Mavis Staples 
will perform at the Englert 
Theater, 221 E. Washing-
ton, at 8 p.m. today. Tick-
ets are available for $35 
for regular seating or $55 
for the Golden Circle (first 
three rows) at the box of-
fice. 

Staples, a Grammy-win-
ning artist, has had a his-
toric music career, and she 
will bring her talents to the 
Iowa City stage with her 
album You Are Not Alone. 
Her bold and soulful voice 
has been heard around the 
world for decades, and her 
place in music history has 
been set for just as long.

Staples began her ca-
reer in the family group 
the Staples Singers in 
the early 1950s, and she 
has created music ever 
since. She has released 

13 albums in her career, 
appeared in several films 
and television shows, and 
has nearly 17 hit singles 
on seven different labels.

Staples was also an 
active member of the civ-
il-rights movement.

She has received 
a Grammy Lifetime 

Achievement Award, 
has been inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame, and has been 
named as one of the 100 
Greatest Singers of All 
Time as well as one of 
the 100 Greatest Women 
of Rock and Roll by VH1.

— by Emily Burds
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Utopia comes to 
Mabie

Mike Daisey will perform his 
monologue skit American Uto-
pias in the Theater Building’s 
Mabie Theater at 7:30 p.m. 
today through Saturday.

Daisey is a well-known 
monologist, raconteur, author, 
and actor whose pieces take 
on many facets of American 
culture. In the past, his pieces 
have been known for talking 
about Steve Jobs, Ron Hub-
bard, 9/11, the New York City 
transit system, and Walmart. 

So far, he has created 20 
different monologues on a 
range of topics.

In his new show, Ameri-
can Utopias, Daisey uses his 
creativity and experience to 
explore ideas of a better world 
in typical American styles. 
He delves into the dreams of 
American society and brings 
them into the light onstage.

Daisey is also known for his 
writing and acting skills. His 
book 21 Dog Years describes his 
experience working for Ama-
zon.com, and his play The Moon 
is a Dead World premièred in 

2008. He has also created the 
film Layover, which was shown 
at the 2010 Cannes Film Festi-
val. In addition, Daisey starred 
in the film Horrible Child.

— by Emily Burds

Arts & EntErtAinMEntMavis Staples to grace 
the Englert Theater
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dining review: Beaver’s nigHt Out

Life’s a little easier in Iowa City’s Margaritaville

By Ben verHille
benjamin-verhille@uiowa.edu

Ayy, Margaritas.
My most recent ex-

cursion into the dining 
realm of Iowa City led 
me to Cactus Mexican 
Restaurant & Cantina, 
245 S. Gilbert St. The 
best thing here came 
from the beverage sec-
tion of the menu. Brace 
yourself, redden your 
cheeks, and lower those 
standards with the 
magic of tequila. 

At first glance 
through the restaurant, 
three things stick out: 
the authentic Mexican 
feel, the full circle of 
flat screens playing 
sports or telenovelas, 
and margaritas. Before 
I go in detail on the 
frozen treats, the actual 
comida should be men-
tioned.

Sitting down, you 
are quickly offered a 
basket of cantina chips 
as a good host for two 
different kinds of salsa. 
The chips are authen-
tic, baked, and low on 
sodium. I added salt 
because nothing accents 
Mexican food like limes 
and salt.

The two salsas are 
both very delicious. The 
mild salsa is sweet, yet 
has a mild, high-fre-
quency burn, balanced 
by the salt from the 
chips. This familiar 
salsa with a fresh taste 
holds you over until 
your drinks arrive.

The dark salsa is 
significantly stronger, 
both in flavor and spice. 
Be careful of the fiery 
cilantro and strong pep-
per as they battle on 
your tongue. Spice lov-
ers will finish the table 
salsa, but those less re-
sistant to heat will wish 
they had stuck with 
the mild dip. Keep your 
cold margarita nearby 
to help you calm this 
storm of salsa picante.

Now, I’m sure that 
Cactus has a better 
plate than the one I 
tried, but our waiter 
suggested the Enchila-
das del Mar. This dish 
comes with one shrimp, 
one crab, and one cheese 
enchilada, served with 
red sauce, lettuce, toma-
toes, and guacamole. 

The shrimp enchi-
ladas were filled with 
large chunks of small 
shrimp, served straight 
from the frozen-foods 
aisle and into your en-
chilada. The shrimp had 
no seasoning, flavor, and 
didn’t seem to be cooked 
thoroughly. The cool 
shrimp on the inside of 

this hot enchilada really 
threw my palate off. In 
one word, meh.

Given my experience 
with crab in Iowa City, 
I was going in with un-
fair expectations. The 
Cactus is not a seafood 
bistro, but the crab was 
lukewarm and tasted 
like an imitation. The 
guacamole on top really 
saved this for me, but 
I’m a huge fan of avoca-
dos. I struggled to finish 
this plate and looked 
forward to something 
more flavorful.

The cheese enchilada 

was my last, and fa-
vorite, of this trio. The 
thick layer of melting 
cheese continues to do 
so on your palate, em-
bracing your tongue and 
begging you to chew 
slowly. Add some of the 
spicy salsa for the best 
taste offered at this 

cantina.
The best eats at 

Cactus highlight a 
few tastes, such as the 
chips, salsa, and guaca-
mole, and use the plates 
as an effective vehicle of 
flavor.

The plates sit right 
around $8 for the es-

pecialidads, but Taco 
Tuesday here has $1 
tacos. Add that to the 
margaritas, and it prob-
ably isn’t that bad of 
a venture. Or maybe 
I’ll come back for salsa 
dancing on Saturday 
por las chicas y margar-
itas.

Cactus Mexican 
restaurant & 
Cantina
location: 245 S. Gilbert
Highlights: Margaritas, plus 
chips and salsa
lowlights: Entrée

A plate of Enchiladas Del Mar is served at Cactus Mexican Restaurant & Cantina on Sunday. (Ben Verhille/
The Daily Iowan)
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