
By Dora Grote
dora-grote@uiowa.edu

Bethanie Johnson and twin sister 
Marleigh make for a rambunctious set 
of “terrible twos.” They pitter-patter 
through puddles, bang household pots 
and pants, and color outside the lines — 
all while sporting an impish grin.

But even though Bethanie seems like 
a typical 2-year-old, sitting in her high-
chair, eating a hot dog with mouse bows 
pinned to her short brown hair, she’s 
matured faster than her sister — in 
more ways than one.

“She was the first one to pull herself 
up and the first one to crawl out of the 
two twins,” said father Jason Johnson. 
“But now, she’s matured faster emotion-
ally, she talks more, she understands 
more things. Kids are resilient. They 
think, ‘This is life, OK. Boom. I’m going 
to take what I have and be happy with 
it.’ ”

When Bethanie’s developmental 
progress started to regress, and crying 
became constant, her parents knew 
something was wrong. They checked 
her arms and legs for signs of injury, but 

didn’t see any problems. 
“She went from being this happy in-

dependent little baby to just crying,” 
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Bringing 
books to 
the people

By LaUreN CoffeY
lauren-n-coffey@uiowa.edu

A group of children mills about the 
Iowa City Public Library, all with books 
in their hands and eager smiles on their 
faces. 

For most, this is a common scene ex-
perienced a handful of times per month. 
But for the children living in southeast-
ern Iowa City, this occurs far less often.

“With single parents and working 
families, going to the library just is not a 
priority,” University of Iowa library stu-
dent Cassanda Elton said. “You have to 
drive there, and pay for parking, or it’s 
free after 5, and by then it’s all gone. By 
the time the parents get home at 5 at 
night, they have other things to do.”

Loebsack 
pushes pay
Loebsack: Congress needs to 
have ‘personal stake’ in deficit 
reduction.

BY BreNt GrIffItHS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

Following recent progress from 
fiscal negotiations, Rep. Dave Loeb-
sack, D-Iowa, is optimistic his Con-
gressional-pay bill will bring “mo-
mentum” for further deficit cuts 
down the road. 

“We know that Iowa families are 
hurting … and we need to make every 
effort to reduce the deficit,” he told 
The Daily Iowan. “Congress needs to 
have a personal stake in this.” 

Loebsack introduced the Congres-
sional Halt in Pay Increases and the 
Cut Congressional Pay Act on Jan. 
24. Loebsack’s bill follows recent ef-
forts by other members of Congress 
to halt automatic pay increases and 
address Congressional benefits. Ac-
cording to the Congressional Re-
search Service, average members of 
Congress — not including such po-
sitions as Speaker of the House — 
make $174,000. 

One political expert said while 
many of these bills “haven’t gone 
very far,” there is a possibility for 
momentum.

“There’s always a possibility that 
people get really fired up and sup-
port something like Loebsack’s bill,” 
said Tim Hagle, a University of Iowa 
associate professor of political sci-
ence.

While Hagle said most bills of this 
nature die in committee, Loebsack 
remains optimistic that parts of his 
bill will be passed. 

Joe Hand, a spokesman for Loeb-
sack, said he is “aggressively” seek-
ing cosponsors for his bill, which 
currently has the support of one oth-
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dry winter no longer

By StaCeY MUrraY
stacey-murray@uiowa.edu

School districts were closed, bus-
es were slowed down, and students 
trekked across the icy University of 
Iowa campus as snow fell Wednesday 
morning. 

Before Wednesday, however, Moth-
er Nature brought only a few flakes 
this winter — and left city workers 
sitting on stockpiles of sand.

Iowa City saw roughly 3 to 4 inches 
of snow Wednesday, and this snowfall 
was one of the first of the year, clos-

ing the Iowa City School District.
“It hasn’t been a hectic pace, but 

we have found things for the staff to 
stay busy and continue to put in a 
good day’s work,” said John Sobaski, 
assistant superintendent of the Iowa 
Street Division.

The winter thus far in Iowa City 
has slowed the Iowa City Street Divi-
sion, along with work for the UI Fa-
cilities Department.

Iowa City spends on average be-
tween $400,000 and $600,000 per 
year on snow removal, but officials 
estimate this year’s expenditures to 

be around $300,000. This, however, is 
not as low as last year’s spending.

Rick Fosse, the city director of 
Public Works, said the department 
used significantly fewer resources 
this year, an echo from last year’s re-
port. The city accessed less than half 
of the available budget — roughly 
$300,000.

The budget accounts for staff fuel, 
materials, sand, salt, and extra rent-
al equipment.

The residents working for the Io-

Overall, Iowa City has had minimal snow this year, which has spared the city and UI’s budgets.
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DaNCe MaratHoN 2013: faMILIeS

Iowa 2-year-old battles leukemia

sEE LIBrarY, 5A

Bethanie Johnson’s mother 
started a fundraiser for Dance 
Marathon called ‘Bows 4 
Bethanie Rose.’

sEE BetHaNIe, 5A

A mobile library is set to head 
to southeastern Iowa City.

Bethanie johnson lies in a hospital bed in her room in the ui Children’s Hospital on Wednesday. (The daily 
iowan/rachel jessen)

a city worker clears the sidewalk outside City Hall on Wednesday. This season’s snowfall remains far below average, and the city expects to save up to $300,000 
on snow removal this year. (The daily iowan/adam Wesley)



By Mandi Carozza
Mandi-carozza@uiowa.edu

With increasing turmoil 
regarding school safety and 
mental health following 
the Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School shooting, one 
local congressman held a 
forum in hopes of creating 
a dialogue on improving 
Iowa City and Iowa’s men-
tal-health programs.

Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Io-
wa, listened to health-care 
professionals and members 
of the University of Iowa 
College of Education at a fo-
rum held at the University 
of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics 
on Wednesday, as they sug-
gested ways to better men-
tal-health programs in Iowa.

“I’ve done everything I 
could to draw attention to 
the issue,” Loebsack said 
regarding his interest in 
spreading mental-health 
awareness.

Loebsack was scheduled 
to speak at City High to 
teachers, administrators, 
parents, and students, but 

the event was canceled be-
cause of inclement weather. 

Among other topics, at-
tendees voiced desire to 
implement telemedicine, 
providing health care from 
a distance, throughout the 
state and to increase fund-
ing for such programs.

Realizing that funding 
is limited, Jennifer McWil-
liams, a UI clinical assistant 
professor of psychiatry, said 
the state needs a unique, 
sustainable program that 
provides mental-health 
care, and psychiatric tele-
medicine would do just that.

“It’s a cost-efficient way 
to achieve access,” Loebsack 
said.

James Potash, the head of 
the Psychiatry Department 
at the UI Hospitals & Clin-
ics, said 80 percent of Iowa 
is rural with scarce psychi-
atric resources, and it is im-
portant to offer psychiatric 
treatments over the phone 
or online.

“Telepsychiatry is a way 
to reach [the rest of the 
state],” he said, noting psy-

chiatrists densely populate 
only two Iowa cities: Iowa 
City and Des Moines.

But Potash doesn’t want 
to stop at the state level. 
Through the Establish a 
Network of Health-Advanc-
ing National Centers of Ex-
cellence for Depression  Act, 
he believes mental-health 
experts could collaborate to 
help people on a national 
level.

“It would allow us to ex-
tend expert care,” he said.

What Potash describes as 
a “shovel-ready program,” 
the act would create a na-
tionwide community of ex-
cellence in psychiatry, and 
telepsychiatry would be a 
key element. Officials said 
the next step would be to ob-
tain funding for the program.

While Loebsack could 
not make any promises for 
funding at Wednesday’s 
roundtable meeting, the 
congressman has a per-
sonal investment in men-
tal-health issues.

“It’s been an issue that 
has taken a lot of our atten-

tion and our concern,” Loeb-
sack said about him and 
wife Terry, who is a former 
second-grade teacher.

Having grown up with a 
mother who suffered from 
mental illness, Loebsack 
has an intimate knowledge 
of how mental illness affects 
a person.

“I try to do what I can on a 
personal level and while I’m 
in Congress,” he said.

By EMMa MCClatChEy
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

As Dance Marathon’s mo-
rale captains lead the crowd 
in another rendition of the 
revered “Morale Dance,” 
toddlers bounce in their par-
ent’s arms, and young chil-
dren accept a twirl from a 
green-clad dancer. 

But waiting in a sort of 
limbo between the little kids 
and the college-age captains 
and dancers are Dance 
Marathon’s teenagers, who 
might feel a bit out of place 
at the 24-hour “Big Event.”

“The little kids seem to fit 
right in with the dancers; 
I think the teens have to 
work at it a little more,” said 
17-year-old Dillyn Mumme, 
who first participated in 
the Big Event at the age of 
13, when he was starting 
treatment for lymphoblas-
tic leukemia. “Once I got to 
meet some of the dancers 
and stuff, I got to interact 
more and be more involved 
in what’s going on.”

The best way to facili-
tate this interaction, Dance 
Marathon family represen-
tatives decided three years 
ago, was to establish the Mo-
rale Captains in Training 
Program. This organization 
teams Dance Marathon pa-
tients and family members 
ages 13 through 18 with the 
family representatives and 
morale captain assistants 
for an inside look at lead-
ership. Since 2010, the pro-
gram has grown by dozens 
of participants.

“A lot of the kids look up 
to the college students and 
want to hang out as a more 

peer relationship,” said Em-
ily Dungan, a family repre-
sentative head. “It kind of 
makes them realize what 
goes on from behind the 
doors of Dance Marathon 
and what has to happen in 
order for them to get what 
they do out of Dance Mara-
thon.”

Donning red and white 
tie-dye shirts, the morale 
captains in training will 
meet in their exclusive team 
room in the IMU five times 
over the course of the Big 
Event on Friday and Sat-
urday to speak with Dance 
Marathon leadership, eat 
pizza, collect “swag” such as 
glasses and bracelets, and 
learn the Morale Dance just 
in time to perform it on the 
stage during Power Hour — 
the high-energy last 60-min-
utes of the Big Event.

The latter was one of 
14-year-old morale captain 
in training Aimee Johnson’s 
favorite parts of last year’s 
Dance Marathon, along 
with getting to know other 
teens and her morale cap-
tain assistant mentor.

“There’s so much adren-
aline, running around and 
doing random things for 24 
hours and having fun,” she 
said. “It was a great learning 
experience, and I basically 
did not want to miss out on 
it this year.”

Because her 2-year-old 
sister, Bethanie, is being 
treated for acute lympho-
blastic leukemia, Aimee’s 
mother, Melissa Johnson, 
encouraged her to join the 
Morale Captains in Train-
ing Program.

“Siblings maybe feel more 

disconnected from the expe-
rience, but Morale Captains 
in Training really gave Ai-
mee a place to belong,” Me-
lissa Johnson said. “She had 
a blast last year—we didn’t 
see her until like 10 the next 
morning.”

Dillyn, the first ever 
Morale Captain in Train-
ing Program director, pro-
posed even more communi-
ty-building measures this 
year, including increased 
communication via a group 
Facebook page and games to 
help the teens become more 
comfortable with fellow kids 
and college students.

“Everyone’s there to get 
people to come out of shells 
and to just have fun,” he 
said, who plans to get in-
volved in Dance Marathon 
at Iowa State University, 
where he will start classes 
next fall. “Morale Captains 
in Training helps get peo-
ple who are going through 
things like me involved 
and gives them insight 

on what being a dancer is 
about.”

Alissa Bornhoft, a mem-
ber of the Dance Marathon 
family-relations commit-
tee, said approximately 50 
teens are registered as mo-
rale captains in training — 
about 25 of them returning 
members — and they expect 
an upwards of 75 kids to 
sign up by Friday night, in 
comparison with last year’s 
63.

Aimee said she hopes to 
pursue Dance Marathon 
leadership in the future. For 
now, she said, she is commit-
ted to the Morale Captains 
in Training Program.

“The Dance Marathon 
representatives and the 
family-relations kids helped 
mold our family into what 
it was before my sister was 
diagnosed,” she said. “Dance 
Marathon’s just another 
family. As far as I am con-
cerned, I will be doing Mo-
rale Captains in Training 
until I am 18.”
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Mental health in 
iowa
rep. dave loebsack, 
d-iowa, visited iowa City 
to discuss mental-health 
and school-safety issues 
wednesday.

• Mental-health experts 
suggest Iowa adopt telepsy-
chiatry to service rural areas 
of the state.
• Loebsack will visit Newton 
and Burlington next.

Source: Roundtable news release

Dance Marathon sparks teens
Dance Marathon teens ‘come out of shells’ and get the backstage treatment as morale 
captains in training.

danCE Marathon 2013

Event mulls mental health care
Following his visit in Iowa City, Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, will continue on to Newton 
and Burlington to speak further on mental health and school safety.

iowa City gets Blue 
zone mark

Iowa City has officially 
become a Blue Zone following 
an announcement in Des Moines 
Wednesday.

According to an Iowa City Area 
Chamber of Commerce press re-
lease, the group learned this morn-
ing following a news conference 
and reception held at Wellmark Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield in Des Moines. 

Over the next year, the city will 
follow other communities that have 
been designated as Blue Zones 
to learn more about the process 
and “build a strong foundation to 
achieve healthier lifestyles.” The 
chamber will receive assistance 
from national experts beginning in 
2014 to help maintain the Blue Zone 
status, the release said. 

“We are elated to have been se-

lected as a Blue Zones community,” 
said Nancy Quellhorst, the Iowa 
City Area Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO, in a release. “Blue 
Zones strategies will reduce health-
care costs and positively affect the 
at-large community.”

Cedar Rapids, Marion, Muscatine, 
Oskaloosa, and Sioux City were also 
on the list of Blue Zone sites. 

The Blue Zones program is part 
of the Branstad’s Healthiest State 
Initiative.

 — by Jordyn reiland

Marshall trial 
postponed

The trial for 20-year-old 
Justin Marshall was postponed 
Wednesday because of inclement 
weather. The decision to postpone 
the trial was made by the judge. 

Marshall’s trial began Jan. 22, 
and it was expected to end Fri-
day prior to the postponement. If 
Marshall is found guilty, he faces 
life in prison.

Marshall is on trial this week fac-
ing a charge of first-degree murder 
in connection with the Oct. 8, 2009, 
killing of former Broadway Condo-
miniums landlord John Versypt. 

The trial is expected to 
resume today at 9 a.m. 

— by Jordyn reiland

Man charged with 
threat of terrorism

A Lincoln, Neb. man has been ar-
rested after allegedly sending text 
messages threatening to commit a 
shooting at a college in Lincoln.

Justin Coleman, 24, Lincoln, 
Neb., was accused Wednesday 

with threat of terrorism.
Coleman was allegedly sending 

text messages from 11:53 p.m. on 
Tuesday to 1:16 a.m. on Wednesday 
to an acquaintance from Lincoln,  
the police complaint said. 

The text messages Cole-
man sent threatened to kill an 
unnamed female and people at 
a college in Lincoln. One text 
message said, “I am going to 
shoot up this school tomorrow. 
Ready to die and fully arm,” the 
police complaint said.

The Lincoln police located 
Coleman’s cell phone at the Iowa 
City Shelter House, 429 South-
gate Ave. The police responded 
and reportedly saw Coleman 
leaving the bathroom, with the 
cell phone still in his possession.

Threat of terrorism is a 
Class-D felony.

— by rebecca Morin

In the Jan 30. story, “Marshall murder trial testimony centers on legal 
pad,” The Daily Iowan incorrectly reported that Marshall knocked on 
Charles Brown’s door and asked to be let in. In Brown’s testimony, he 
stated he heard Marshall knock on apartment 5C, the apartment where 
Marshall was staying. In addition, the DI incorrectly reported Brown 
later asked Thompson about the owner of the gun used to kill Versypt. In 
Brown’s testimony, this event occurred the day before the shooting. The 
DI regrets these errors.

Dillyn Mumme (center) stands with leadership friends at Dance Marathon 
18. (Contributed Photo)
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IC finance head retires
Kevin O’Malley handled the funding and reallocation of dollars following the flood 
of 2008. O’Malley will officially leave the position at the end of this month.

By Nick HAssett
nicholas-hassett@uiowa.edu 

Kevin O’Malley is not 
used to being the center 
of attention.

The outgoing Iowa 
City finance director, 
who has worked in the 
Finance Department 
since 1985, described 
public service as a no-
ble, honest profession 
— something that of-
ten happens behind the 
scenes.

As O’Malley retires 
from his position, he 
hopes his successor will 
keep in mind more than 
just the numbers.

“Every job besides the 
work is the people,” he 
said. “I believe in edu-
cation you need to pro-
vide opportunities for 
staff to grow. We always 
get new statutes that 
affect city operations.”

His successor, Dennis 
Bockenstedt, works as 
the city finance direc-
tor in Hutchinson, Kan. 
He is a native of Iowa. 
Bockenstedt was not 
available for comment 
Wednesday evening.

But despite his suc-
cessor’s qualifications, 
those who have known 
O’Malley over the years 
say they’ll miss the 
unique qualities he 
brought to the position.

“He’s always fair with 
people; he’s a straight 
shooter,” said Denny 
Gannon, an Iowa City 
assistant city engineer.

City Manager Tom 
Markus thinks O’Mal-
ley was thorough and 
professional in the fi-

nance-director position. 
“From an objective re-

view, he maintained the 
city’s AAA bond rating 
throughout his career,” 
he said. “That says a lot 
about him, and he’ll be 
missed.”

O’Malley grew up 
in Chicago in a large 
Irish-Catholic family, 
which, he says, taught 
him the values of disci-
pline and sharing.

One moment in par-
ticular helped shape his 
view of what govern-
ment should be.

When O’Malley was 
playing basketball as a 
child on a hot, dry day 
and wanted to get a 
drink, he discovered the 
water had been shut 
off. But after a call to 
the local waterman, the 

waterman came out and 
turned on the water the 
next day.

“Chicago was not al-
ways the most honest 
form of government,” 
he said. “But after that, 
I thought, ‘That’s what 
government should be. 
Responsive.’ ”

O’Malley was the 
city’s risk manager 
during several disas-
ters, such as floods and 
straight-line winds, 
and he managed the 
funds. With budgets 
having been worked on 
18 months before they 
were put into place, it 
was often difficult to 
keep the finances in or-
der.

“We had to put proj-
ects on the back burn-
er and spend a lot of 

money,” he said. “FEMA 
helped, but there was a 
lot of paperwork.”

That’s one aspect of 
the job that O’Malley 
won’t miss.

“If the city had book-
sized paperwork, and 
the state had vol-
ume-sized, then the 
federal government had 
a bookshelf,” he said.

But O’Malley did 
more than just manage 
the money and handle 
the paperwork.

“Kevin has very 
strong values. He’s very 
considerate of all em-
ployees,” said Deb Man-
sfield, a budget analyst 
for Iowa City. “He’s al-
ways aware of people 
issues, not just dollar 
issues, and that’s pretty 
rare.”

Kevin O’Malley, the Iowa City director of finance since 1999, will retire at the end of this month. (The Daily 
Iowan/Chris Willauer)

Giffords speaks 
for gun law
By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON— Se-
verely wounded and 
still recovering, former 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords 
begged lawmakers at 
an emotional hearing 
Wednesday to act quickly 
to curb firearms because 
“Americans are counting 
on you.” Not everyone 
agreed, underscoring the 
national political divide 
over gun control.

Giffords’ 80-word plea 
was the day’s most rivet-
ing moment, delivered in 
a hushed, halting voice 
two years after the Ari-
zona Democrat suffered 
head wounds in a Tucson 
shooting spree that killed 
six people. The session 
also came two months 
after 20 first-graders and 
six women were slain by 
a gunman who invaded 
Sandy Hook Elementa-
ry School in Newtown, 
Conn.

At the same hearing, 
a top official of the Na-
tional Rifle Association 
rejected Democratic pro-
posals to ban assault 
weapons and high-capac-
ity ammunition maga-
zines and said requiring 
background checks for 
all gun purchases would 
be ineffective because 
the Obama administra-
tion isn’t doing enough to 
enforce the law as it is.

Even if stronger back-
ground checks did iden-
tify a criminal, “as long 
as you let him go, you’re 
not keeping him from 
getting a gun, and you’re 

not preventing him from 
getting to the next crime 
scene,” said Wayne LaPi-
erre, the NRA’s executive 
vice president. He said 
poor enforcement is “a 
national disgrace.”

Giffords, who retired 
from Congress last year, 
focused during her brief 
appearance on the car-
nage from armed assail-
ants.

“Too many children 
are dying,” she said at 
the Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing. “Too 
many children. We must 
do something. It will 
be hard, but the time is 
now.”

Guiding her in and 
remaining to testify was 
Mark Kelly, the retired 
astronaut who is Gif-
fords’ husband. The cou-
ple, who both own guns, 
has formed a political 
action committee called 
Americans for Responsi-
ble Solutions that backs 
lawmakers who support 
gun restrictions.

“We’re simply two rea-
sonable Americans who 
realize we have a prob-
lem with gun violence 
and we need Congress to 
act,” Kelly said.

Wednesday’s session 
played out in a hearing 
room packed to capaci-
ty. While both sides ap-
pealed to their followers 
beforehand to arrive ear-
ly and fill the room, most 
in the public audience of 
around 150 appeared to 
be gun-control sympa-
thizers, including rela-
tives of the shootings at 
Virginia Tech.



After the announcement 
from the Pentagon last 
week that women would 
no longer be banned from 
combat, people throughout 
the United States, and 
even here at the University 
of Iowa, offered their opin-
ions about whether women 
belong in a war zone at all, 
as The Daily Iowan has 
previously reported. 

Despite the many vary-
ing objections, whether 
women belong in the 
military has already been 
answered — and they 
have proven their worth 
and been in combative sit-
uations. Since 2001, more 
than 280,000 women have 
already served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, 152 giving 
their lives for this country. 

It’s not simply that 
women should be allowed 
to serve in combat, they 
already are. What the 
new rule has really given 
women is an opportunity 
to rise through the ranks 
when their efforts and 
courage are deserving of a 
promotion.

“I think that women can 
do whatever they choose 
to do so long as they meet 
the demands,” said John 
Mikelson, the coordinator 
of the UI Veterans Center. 
“We have had women earn 
the Silver Star as recently 
as 2008. It’s just the gov-
ernment’s policy catching 
up with what is happening 
on the ground.”

Before the ban was 
lifted last week, as many 
as 184,000 positions were 
closed to women that will 
now be open to women 
who can meet the stan-
dards those positions de-
mand. Before the ban was 
lifted, women were serving 
in combative situations 
but they weren’t given 
the titles, or promotions, 
deserving of troops given 
jobs specifically in combat.

Still, women were said 
not to be in combat because 
they were not labeled as 
being on the frontline.

“If you think of tradition-
al war, that was probably 
true, but the nature of 
these two wars [in Iraq and 
Afghanistan] is not like 
that,” Mikelson said.  “A 
[military] truck driver is as 
likely to engage in gunfire 
combat as anyone else.” 

Iraq and Afghanistan are 
two countries that offer ob-
stacles not common before 
the war on terror. Enemy 
combatants do not wear 
uniforms, do not have a spe-
cific battlefront and it’s not 
always clear if someone is a 
soldier or a civilian. 

Women who are sup-
posed to have noncombat 
jobs are still asked to 
participate in combat 
situations, still are in the 
line of fire, still protect 
themselves and their 
country, but are denied the 
dignity of being recognized 
for their duty. 

Denying women access 
to combat is a fictional 
idea that only serves to 
insult the courage that 
female soldiers bring to 
the field. Denying those 
same women access to 
higher-ranking positions 
is a waste of resources. 
The military has in place 
gender-neutral require-
ments for specific jobs, and 
the most capable person 
should be given the job re-
gardless of her or his sex.

For more than a decade, 
the U.S. armed forces have 
adapted to having women 
in combat. In the Army, 
women work in 93 percent 
of the positions available to 
them. While there are still 
many threats to any soldier, 
regardless of sex, female 
troops have already proven 
themselves an integral part 
in numerous operations, 
protecting the lives of civil-
ians and other Americans.

“When they started do-
ing house-to-house search-
es, because of Sharia law, 
Muslim women cannot 
be touched by men who 
are not their husbands, 
which made the searches 
very difficult,” Mikelson 
said. “Female troops were 
pulled from other jobs and 
asked to be part of female 
engagement teams.”

These female soldiers 
offered the only solution 
to an otherwise dangerous 
operation, which became 
known as Operation Lion-
ess in Iraq. These lioness-
es made it possible for a 
necessary operation to be 
completed with dignity 
and respect for civilians 
and safety for Americans. 

Of the 500 veterans en-
rolled at the UI, nearly 30 
percent are women. These 
women are classmates who 
served our country, took the 
same oath as their male 
counterparts, and made our 
safety their duty. It is our 
duty, then, when consider-
ing women in combat, not 
to question whether they 
should be there, but thank 
them for their service.

OpiniOns What do you think of Women in combat?
Read today’s page, and email us at:

daily.iowan.letters@gmail.com
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Combating�
old�notions

School revenue 
policy reasonable 

Can I think of reasons to vote 
“no” for the [revenue purpose 
statement] on Feb. 5? Certainly, 
I can. While I’m not a complete 
cynic about the nature of public 
agencies, politicians, and local 
disputes, I recognize there many 
things that have gone wrong in 
our School District during the 20 
years I have lived in Iowa City.

But I am a pragmatist. During 
my professional life (before 
becoming a professional nonprofit 
fundraiser), I was a perfor-
mance-improvement consul-

tant — so I know a little about 
inefficiencies and dysfunction 
in organizations and processes. 
Do I recognize these signs in 
the Iowa City School District? 
Certainly, I see some. But I also 
have seen them at some of the 
most outstanding businesses in 
our area as well. Even the most 
successful organization has room 
for improvement — the key is that 
those organizations move forward 
with an eye toward improvement. 
We are not perfect as a district 
— but I do believe that with the 
new [diversity policy] and a new 
approach to funding facilities, our 
board and administration are in 

a position to finally catch up on 
critical facilities needs within our 
school district.

These needs are not new; our 
kids have been sitting in tempo-
rary classrooms, in buildings that 
aren’t handicapped accessible, 
eating lunch in hallways and 
smelly gyms, and sweltering in 
dangerous 100-degree classrooms 
for years. We can do better.

With one of the fastest 
growing student populations in 
the state, we’ve spent the past 
several years just trying to find 
seats for kids, using some bond 
money and funds available under 
our “pay as you go” school infra-

structure local option model. 
This means critical upgrades 

to existing schools have been ig-
nored because the money hasn’t 
been there to do both, creating 
an inequitable learning envi-
ronment across the district and 
exacerbating the tensions and 
frustrations among constituents 
in areas of the district who feel 
their needs have been ignored.

Do I believe that facilities are 
the only thing that determines 
the quality of education? Abso-
lutely not. But I do believe they 
provide a strong base to allow 
our teachers to perform at their 
highest levels and our children to 

learn in an environment that is 
comfortable, accessible and safe. 
And I believe that the same stan-
dard of excellence should apply 
to every child in the district, not 
just mine.

Do I trust the board to do 
what they say they will? As much 
as I trust any elected official to 
do what they say they will do, 
given that circumstances change 
and competing constituencies 
want and need different things. 
But I do believe that the One 
Plan is a great place to start 
— and I believe that there are 
processes and checks in place to 
hold the board and administra-

tion accountable to make good 
decisions as we begin to spend 
the money that the new [revenue 
purpose statement] will make 
available to them. 

If you want to make a point 
to this board, participate in 
those processes and hold them 
accountable — or speak with your 
vote during School Board elec-
tions in September. But don’t use 
the [revenue purpose statement] 
vote as a way to “make a point” 
with the board — the only people 
that get hurt from that are our 
kids.

marsha Grady
Iowa�City�resident

The Iowa City City Council appears to 
be on its way toward allowing 19- and 
20-year-olds to stay in entertainment 

venues beyond the current midnight curfew. At 
last week’s City Council meeting, an ordinance 
that would lift the current ban was unanimously 
approved on its first consideration.

The ordinance will be required to pass two ad-
ditional votes in the coming weeks before any 
policy change would be put in place, but the rules 
can’t be changed soon enough.

City Councilor Rick Dobyns characterized the 
move as a “reward” for the music venues’ collec-
tive “good behavior.” While it is true that Iowa 
City’s music venues have been “good” — in 2012, 
only 43 under-21 violations were found to have 
occurred in music venues that sell alcohol — the 
repeal of this rule is more about justice than re-
ward.

The exclusion of underage people from many 
of Iowa City’s music venues was one of the most 
draconian provisions of the so-called 21-ordi-
nance, the 2010 rule that imposed curfews for 
underage bar attendees in an effort to curb binge 
drinking downtown. The ordinance, many local 
music venue owners argued, unfairly detracted 
from their ability to profitably offer a perfectly 
legal product to Iowa City residents.

Trenton Dickel, the general manager at the 
Mill, 120 E. Burlington St., told The Daily Iowan 
that while he couldn’t assign a dollar value to the 
law’s effect on his business, it has been substan-
tial.

The rule also had the particularly unfortunate 
effect of turning many young patrons of Iowa 
City’s music scene into unwitting scofflaws.

“[The policy] has caused kids who forget about 
the curfew to get a $300 ticket,” said Scott Kad-
ing, the owner of the Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn St. 
“We’re not trying to serve underage kids.”

The DI Editorial Board applauds the City 
Council for moving to strike down this partic-

ularly unfair policy, though the city’s leaders 
should have had the foresight to prevent it from 
coming into existence in the first place.

But while the Editorial Board supports repeal-
ing the curfew for people under the age of 21 in 
Iowa City’s music venues, we do not support any 
extension to repeal the 21-ordinance further to 
include Iowa City’s bars, whose primary reason 
for existence is to serve alcohol.

The reason for this easily perceived inconsis-
tency in opinion stems from the nature of the 
businesses in question. Iowa City’s music venues 
have a legitimate gripe with the city — access to 
their product, musical entertainment, was being 
unfairly curtailed by the city’s rules. Bars can 
make no similar complaint.

Already, establishments that can claim that 
they offer something other than alcohol — mu-
sic or food, essentially — to their customers are 
eligible for an exception to the 21-ordinance. To 
argue bars, like music venues, are economical-
ly worse off because of restrictions on underage 
customers points to a serious problem with the 
business model of the local bar scene.

The implicit message of such anti-21-ordi-
nance argument is that bars can’t make money 
unless theyr break the law by selling direct-
ly or indirectly to underage patrons. The city 
should offer no sympathy for such a business 
model.

It is perhaps the case that the country’s drink-
ing laws at every level are comically strict, but 
that argument should make no difference in the 
discussion in this particular case. Businesses of 
all kinds must operate in the real world where 
rules exist, for better or worse. Iowa City’s mu-
sic venues deserve a full break from the 21-ordi-
nance; Iowa City’s bars do not.

Your turn.��
Should the age restriction on entertainment venues be lifted?-

Weigh in on at dailyiowan.com.

Allow for entertainment, not 
underage illegalities
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wa City Street Division 
employees’ hours hav-
en’t suffered. Instead, 
they have been work-
ing on city maintenance 
not normally possible 

during the winter.
Brush clearing and 

street patching — jobs 
not usually feasible 
during winter months 
— are among the latest 
job duties for the Street 
Division, instead of the 
usual early morning 
snow plowing, Sobaski 
said.

UI officials have also 
accessed fewer resourc-
es during the past few 
months — a rare occur-
rence in Iowa. 

Scott Gritsch, the 
manager of landscape 
services for UI Facili-
ties Management, said 
during a typical winter, 
Facilities Management 

is called out 26 times for 
snow removal. They’ve 
only been called out 
three times thus far into 
the winter.

The UI uses roughly 
400 tons of salt and 300 
tons of sand per winter, 
but it has only brought 
in half the sand and 
salt during the last few 

months.
Due to the overall 

lack of snow, UI officials 
estimate another un-
der-budget year.

“January is usually 
our big month,” Gritsch 
said. “I would say we’ll 
be under what our bud-
get is again this year.”

Despite the UI’s confi-

dence it won’t face much 
more snowfall, Fosse 
said more expenditures 
could be expected in 
February.

“We can have some 
pretty significant ex-
penditures in February,” 
Fosse said. “The 90-day 
outlook is looking wetter 
than normal.”

er Democrat.
Republicans included 

another provision relat-
ed to Congressional pay 
in a bill allowing for a 
three-month suspension 
of the debt ceiling. The 
suspension allows for 
an increase in the to-
tal amount the United 
States is allowed to bor-
row to meet its existing 
obligations. The provi-
sion would hold salaries 
in an escrow account un-
til the House and Senate 

pass a budget or the last 
day of the 113th Con-
gress occurs. 

One local Republican 
says the actions Repub-
licans in Congress took 
were was the “proper 
outlook,” and he spoke 
against the proposed 
10-percent cut in pay in 
Loebsack’s bill.

“The 10-percent cut is 
meaningless,” said Bob 
Anderson, the chairman 
of the Johnson Coun-
ty Republicans. “Lately, 
the action taken in the 
House is the best thing 
I have heard. It’s critical 
for Congress to fulfill its 
responsibilities, which 
includes both houses 

passing a budget.”
UI law Professor Todd 

Pettys said such actions 
could run into problems 
with the 27th Amend-
ment, but it’s unlikely 
such a challenge would 
occur.

“It’s been so sparsely 
regulated that we don’t 
have enough cases to 
know what it means,” he 
said. “However, someone 
who directly suffered 
would have to sue, and 
it’s not politically popu-
lar to do that especially 
if there is a perception 
you’re not doing your job.”

Loebsack said even 
though he does not have 
professional experience 

on this issue, he thought 
that escrow fix would not 
violate the amendment. 
While there are many 
reasons bills relating to 
pay and benefits may fail, 
some members of Con-
gress may just want to 
avoid the issue by letting 
the bills die, Hagle said.

“They may not be all 
that forthcoming to avoid 
the issue by saying, ‘All 
right, it’s just a sideshow 
or stunt,’ ” he said.  

Hand said while Con-
gressional pay may make 
up just a small part of the 
budget, it’s a great place 
to start.  

“Congress needs to set 
the example,” he said. 

“Every bit helps, and 
Congress needs to set an 
example and deal with 

less serious issue … be-
fore taking steps forward 
to cut the deficit.”

Because downtown is 
farther away for these 
families, many of the 
residents have difficul-
ty coming to the library. 
This leaves children with 
their school libraries, 
which have limited op-
tions, Elton said.

Several UI library stu-
dents, including Elton, 
decided they wanted to 
alleviate the problem 
by creating their own li-
brary to specifically ser-
vice children in south-
eastern Iowa City. Their 
idea, called the Antelope 
Lending Library, was cre-
ated in April 2012, and it 
is getting closer to becom-
ing a reality. 

The library would be a 
satellite library, in which 
books could be moved var-
ious places to reach as 
many children as possible. 

The group for the proj-
ect has had some finan-
cial issues and has done a 
multitude of fundraisers. 
Its biggest fundraiser oc-
curred through a website 
called indiegogo.com. 
Through the website, the 
members raised $13, 509. 

A study was published 
May 2011 by the Himmel 
Wilson Library Consul-
tants that determined 
that of the active house-
holds of southeastern Io-
wa City, only 16 to 20 per-
cent of them visited the 
circulation portion of the 
library, whereas 31 to 35 
percent of the population 
in central Iowa City did.

As of now, Elton and 
her colleagues are looking 
into a book mobile: a bus 
that has shelves to hold 
all the books, as well as 
computers in one place. 

Despite financial issues, 
the Antelope Lending Li-
brary team hopes to be up 
and running by the sum-

mer, when children need 
to continue their learning 
after schools ends. 

Iowa City is certified as 
a “City of Literature,” a 
title given in 2008 by UN-
ESCO. At the time, Iowa 
City was one of three in 
the world with this title. 
Now, it is one of six. 

John Kenyon, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Iowa City City of Liter-
ature, believes that al-
though Iowa City has 
many opportunities with 
reading, placing books 
in children’s hands is 
something that everyone 
should strive for. 

“Just having access to 
books is the key,” he said. 
“If you’re in home where 
having books is a luxury, 
or if you have to choose 
buying a staple or buying a 

book, well, the choice is ob-
vious. So to have projects 
like [the Antelope Lending 
Library], it’s incredibly 
important to have.”

library
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antelope lending 
library
A group of ui library students 
hope to create a new library 
in southeastern iowa City.
• it would not be in a perma-
nent building; most likely in a 
moving bus or have the mate-
rials be moved in a trailer.
• it is hoped to be completed 
before June.
• the group has raised around 
$13,500.

Source: Cassandra elton, ui library 

student

said mother Melissa John-
son. “She would only stop 
crying when she was in my 
arms, and she’d start cry-
ing as soon as we’d put her 
down. She’d bawl and just 
sit there and act like some-
thing was hurting her.”

Bethanie’s abnormal 
behavior sparked a trip to 
the doctor’s office. Melissa 
and Jason Johnson took 
Bethanie to be examined 
twice, and unsatisfied 
with the answers they got, 
took her to the emergen-
cy room, where they were 
told Bethanie had an ele-
vated count of white blood 
cells. She was transferred 
to the University of Iowa 
Children’s Hospital.

“I think my reaction, 
my coping mechanisms — 

how I dealt with it — was 
probably a little bit differ-
ent from my husband and 
different from a lot of dif-
ferent families,” Melissa 
Johnson said, noting she 
had previously worked as 
a pediatric oncology so-
cial worker. “There was no 
learning curve for me per 
say. I was told her white 
count at the ER, and I 
knew what the doctor was 
telling me.”

Bethanie was diagnosed 
with acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia on July 4, 2011 
— around 11 months after 
she was born, on Aug. 19, 
2010.

Bethanie’s treatment 
was primarily in-patient 
for the whole first year. 
For a girl who’s lived 
merely 900 days, she’s 
spent 192 of those in the 
hospital — most of which 
came within the first five 
months after her diagno-

sis. While at the hospital, 
she received various forms 
of chemotherapy — both 
high and low dosages — 
including IV, oral, spinal, 
and steroids acting as a 
chemo agent.

But a group of college 
kids never let Bethanie’s 
or her family’s spirits 
down.

“I didn’t know what 
the full extent of Dance 
Marathon would mean 
to us,” Melissa Johnson 
said, noting that her fam-
ily had just moved to Bet-
tendorf from Tampa, Fla., 
almost immediately be-
fore Bethanie’s diagnosis. 
“Being new to the area 
and not knowing anyone 
when our daughter was 
diagnosed, then turning 
around and living in the 
hospital, they became our 
family.”

Bethanie’s family 
shared her battle with 

cancer in a story before 
Power Hour at Dance 
Marathon last year, and 
they said they wouldn’t 
miss the Big Event for 
anything this year.

The bows in Bethanie’s 
hair reflect the fundrais-
er Melissa started called 
“Bows 4 Bethanie Rose,” 
where she makes hair 
bows and donates 50 per-
cent of the proceeds back 
to Dance Marathon.

With leukemia, the pa-
tient’s goal is to get in-
to remission in the first 
30 days, which Bethanie 
achieved. Remission 
means the doctors can’t 
find any evidence of the 
cancer in the bone mar-

row.
Bethanie, “B-Bug,” as 

her family calls her, is now 
in a maintenance phase — 
going to the hospital once 
a month and taking medi-
cations at home. If all goes 
well, she’ll be done with 
treatment in July 2013.

And that’s good news 
to the whole family. 
Bethanie’s five-year-
old sister, Sydney, and 
14-year-old sister, Aimee, 
known as “Mini-mom,” 
said they both missed 
their sister while she was 
in the hospital.

“It was different with 
my mom and sister being 
gone,” Aimee said, tears 
welling up in her eyes. “I 

can’t explain how I felt, 
but it just wasn’t right. 
Throwing in Dance Mara-
thon was just kind of like 
the glue. They brought ev-
erything together.”

Even though the heavy 
chemotherapy treatments 
took a growth toll on 
Bethanie — she remained 
a size two shoe while in 
the hospital — Bethanie 
is a trooper, and her now 
size five shoe can prove it.

“She’s a typical 2-year-
old now, with a little more 
fight, a little more badass 
in her,” Melissa Johnson 
said. “She’s a little more 
strong-willed. She’s a 
fighter. She always was, 
but now she is even more.”

bethaNie
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Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, sits at a meeting in 2011. (The Daily Iowan/
File Photo)
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• institutional review board Office hours, 
10 a.m., Human Subjects Office, 101 Hardin 
Library
• spanish Conversation Classes, 12:15 p.m., 
UIHC Melrose Conference Center
• Food assistance Program for seniors,1 p.m., Senior 
Center, 28 S. Linn
• seniors against investment Fraud, 2 p.m., Senior 
Center
• Little Village Live, 5 p.m., Public Space One, 129 E. 
Washington
• tai Chi Open Practice, 5:30 p.m., Senior Center
• Country Dance Lessons, 6:30 p.m., Wildwood, 4919 

Walleye
• Bill W., 7 p.m., Bijou
• Country Dance, 7 p.m., Eagle’s Lodge, 225 Highway 
1 W.
• Open mike, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• spoken Word, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• The Exit Interview, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theater, 213 
N. Gilbert
• Campus activities board movie, Perks of Being a 
Wallflower, 8 & 11p.m., 348 IMU
• Trouble: A Foot, Gallery Series, 8 p.m., Theater 
Building Mabie Theater
• Robot and Frank, 9:15 p.m., Bijou

uitv schedule Campus channel 4,
cable channel 17

8 Piano Sundays Concert, Faculty Recital, Oct. 3, 2010 

9 Lisa Bluder Weekly Press Conference, media meets with the 

Iowa women’s basketball coach

9:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

9:45 Inside Iowa, weekly campus magazine covering educa-

tion, research, and service at the UI

9:45 Inside Iowa, news and features from the UI

10 Hawkeye Sports Report, sports magazine presented by 

HawkVision

10:30 Daily Iowan TV News Update

10:45 Inside Iowa, weekly campus magazine covering 

education, research, and service at the UI

horoscopes thursday, January 31, 2013 
by Eugenia Last

aries (March 21–April 19) Don’t let erratic behavior cloud your vision or send you spinning in 
the wrong direction. Look at what transpires, and size up your situation based on what you 
can win or lose in the process. Change is necessary, but it has to be positive.
taurus (April 20–May 20) Don’t let compliments fool you into believing you have everything 
under control. Someone is trying to manipulate the situation or get something from you. 
Rethink everyone’s motives, including your own, before you proceed. Love is in the stars.
gemini (May 21–June 20) You’ve got plenty of choices. Use your intelligence, and separate 
your emotions from the equation, and you will make a suitable decision that will bring you 
good fortune and greater opportunity. Speak concisely and from the heart. 
CanCer (June 21–July 22) Go out and have fun with friends. Attend a reunion, or contact 
someone you haven’t seen for a long time. Interacting with people from your past will help 
you see your personal situation clearly, giving you ideas about what you should do next.
LeO (July 23–Aug. 22) Expand your interests and your friendships. Call in favors, and travel to 
unfamiliar places that are sure to inspire you to follow through with your goals. Avoid anyone 
putting demands on you. You need a little time to develop your plans.
virgO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22) You can get a lot done, but you must also put time aside for love 
and your favorite pastimes. All work and no play will lead to someone’s loss of interest in you. 
Nurture the relationships that are dear to you. Put love first.
Libra (Sept. 23–Oct. 22) Make plans to get out and have some fun. Networking functions will 
lead to greater prosperity. Your intelligent way of expressing your plans for the future will 
interest someone entrepreneurial. An unexpected change will end up being beneficial.
sCOrPiO (Oct. 23–Nov. 21)  Don’t waste time trying to prove a point to someone who is 
stubborn. You are best to focus on your interests or creative projects. Avoid overdoing it in 
any way. Keep your money in a safe place and your assets well protected.
sagittarius (Nov. 22–Dec. 21) You’ll have a good view of the possibilities that exist through 
a friendship or a change in location. Strive to contribute, and you will earn a secure position. 
Personal changes will turn out well.
CaPriCOrn (Dec. 22–Jan. 19) Pressure can be expected from an unusual source. Prepare to 
make your point clear, but be willing to listen. Combining what you have with what’s being 
offered will be what leads to your success. 
aQuarius (Jan. 20–Feb. 18) You are the one everybody is watching. You are a trendsetter 
and do what you can to change the way people think or do things. Invest in yourself, your 
surroundings, and your lifestyle. A reward is within reach.
PisCes (Feb. 19–March 20) Too much information is being kept a secret. You either have to 
share or avoid moving in a direction that can be detrimental to your future goals. Not every-
one will be willing to give you the benefit of the doubt. Play fair.

thoughts on 
breakfast:

• They say breakfast is the 
most important meal, so eat it 

three to four times daily.
• Breakfast dates never work. 

At the end of the date, you’ll get 
excuses like “I would, but I have 
to do my laundry” or “How about 
we see where grocery shopping 

leads us.”
• Little known fact: all Kevin 

Bacon fans prefer sausage with 
their eggs. 

• Anything bite-sized can be 
cereal, just add milk. If you don’t 
have milk, then coffee, Mountain 
Dew, or orange juice can serve in 

a pinch. 
• Waffles, pancakes, and fruit 

are only healthy if they are not 
soaked in syrup, butter, and 

powdered sugar, even if they are 
in the shape of Mickey Mouse.

• Shakes and smoothies can 
be a quick, nutritious breakfast. 
I would still suggest you cook 
your frozen pizza, waffles, and 
bacon before blending them, 

though.
• Did you know: Eating eggs 

was illegal until 1973? That’s the 
year the Supreme Court ruled 

in favor of farmers, deciding that 
“chickens aren’t legally alive 

until they’ve hatched.”
• Sick of French Toast? Make 

American Toast instead. Recipe: 
Make macaroni & cheese, sub-
stituting Budweiser for water. 
Mix in hamburger (87/13, pref-
erably). “Dip” Texas Toast into 
mix. Deep fry. Top with cheese, 
ketchup, and a doughnut. Eat 
less than half of it, and throw 

the rest away.

Andrew R. Juhl thanks 
Nathan Wulf for the material in 

today’s Ledge.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the 
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the 
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the 
University of Iowa.

CHECK OUT dailyiowan.com FOR MORE PUZZLES

Pedestrians confronted snow and freezing temperatures in downtown Iowa City on Wednes-
day, the result of thoughtful Canadians airmailing their weather to us. (The Daily Iowan/Juan 
Carlos Herrera)

Radio, Music, News & Sports
89.7 FM • www.krui.fm

thursday programs
11 a.m.-noon, The New Deal
noon-2 p.m., This is Radio
2-3 p.m., Nick After Noon 
3-5 p.m., L’Heure Française

5-6 p.m., Fred from the Block
6-7 p.m., Daytrotter Radio
8-10 p.m., The Night Café 
10-midnight, The Chrysanthemum Sound 
System
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Winless Lions come to 
Carver

Penn State (8-12, 0-8 

Big Ten) started the sea-
son 8-4 but has lost its last 
eight games, the most re-
cent a 65-51 loss to Ohio 
State on Jan 26.

The Nittany Lions 
have struggled adjust-
ing to life without their 
best player, senior point 

guard Tim Frazier, who 
ruptured an Achilles 
tendon suffered against 
Akron on Nov. 20. The 
team is now in the hands 
of sophomore guard D.J. 
Newbill, who leads the 
Lions, averaging 15.5 
points per game.

“They have had some 
time now, and with inju-
ries, you typically want 
to know as early as pos-
sible,” McCaffery said. 
“They are going to battle 
you as hard and as long 
as anybody else in college 
basketball.”

All of that being said, 
Penn State is winless in 
conference play, has an 
RPI of 182, and it ranks 
146th in the nation in 
scoring (61 ppg). In other 
words, tonight is a must-
win for the Hawkeyes.

There’s no need to tell 

the head coach though, he 
knows the situation his 
team is in.

“We have to win our next 
game, that’s what we’ve 
got to do,” McCaffery said. 
“If we lose, we better play 
well and feel like we’ve 
made progress.”

since Big Tens,” Johnson 
said. “I was seeing dou-
ble teams one game, and 
Jaime [Printy] stepped up 
and had a big game. Beth-
any has also stepped up 
and had big games. You 
can’t stop everyone on our 
team.”

The Hawkeyes are a 
very cohesive unit, which 
allows for numerous play-
ers to be called upon to 
step up when Johnson or 
Printy — the senior guard 
was named Big Ten Player 
of the Week this week — 
faces too much pressure 
from opposing defenses. 
The Hawkeyes’ ability to 
share the basketball and 
break down defenses is 
why they lead the Big Ten 
and rank 25th in the coun-
try in assists with 16 per 
contest.

All of this however, isn’t 
possible without the pro-
gression of Logic.

“She has made a lot 
of progress and has cut 
down her turnovers tre-
mendously,” shooting 

guard Theairra Taylor 
said.

The Hawkeyes next 
game will surely test their 
focus as they play at Illi-
nois tonight, which has 
lost all three of its Big Ten 
games at home.

“Playing at Illinois is go-
ing to be one tough basket-
ball game,” Bluder said. 
“They are an aggressive 
team, and you have to keep 
your composure. I think 
Sam is going to be big for 
us because she did such a 
great job in the Michigan 
game of keeping her com-
posure and the rest of the 
team fed off that.”

Iowa leads the series 
49-16 and has won its last 
eight games against the 
Fighting Illini.

Logic and the rest 
of the Iowa squad will 
have to maintain their 
high-level of play as they 
prepare for the second 
half of their conference 
schedule.

said. “If someone fell, we’d 
put in the alternate and 
worked to get the most sol-
id team that we can, that 
we can trust.”

Many GymHawks refer to 
the mentality that’s required 
when competing on the beam 
as the most difficult aspect of 
the event; the width of the 
beam is a daunting factor to 
think about when perform-
ing this seemingly difficult 
event. Glover noted that the 
gymnasts have key words 

they use during their rou-
tines as a way to keep calm 
— she constantly reminds 
herself to breathe and focus 
during her routines. 

“Try walking on a curb,” 
Libby said. “If you had to 
walk on the curb the rest 
of your life, you would fall 
off at some point.”

Point deductions come 
very easily when a gymnast 
falls off the beam, as the 
GymHawks have experi-
enced. This has been a key 
factor in all of their meets 
so far. The team’s losses 
against Penn State and 
Ohio State were both decid-
ed by less than a point. 

“I only have 4 inches to 
work with [on the beam],” 
senior Kaitlynn Urano said. 
“I have to put aside the fact 
that it’s possible to fall and 
have to put into my head 
that I won’t fall, that I do 
not fall. That’s something 
I’ve really been working 
on this year, telling myself 
that I never fall on beam 
and that it’s not a problem 
— 4 inches is big enough.”

Despite their struggles, 
the GymHawks believe 
their troubles to be over go-
ing into this weekend’s meet 
against Michigan, which is 
ranked third in nation. 

“I’m confident in my 
beam team, I’m confident 

in myself, I’m confident in 
the five other girls and our 
alternates,” Urano said. 
“No matter who goes, we’re 
all going to hit. There’s no 
question.”
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Iowa’s Sam Logic looks for a pass against Purdue in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena on Jan 20. The Hawkeyes defeated the Boilermakers, 62-46. (The 
Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Iowa gymnasts watching during Jessa Hansen’s routine on the beam against Penn State in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 3, 2012. (The Daily Iowan/
Adam Wesley)



The Iowa men’s basketball team has 
been vastly improved in many areas this 
season — primarily on defense and over-
all depth.

Three-point shooting has been a dif-
ferent story.

The Hawkeyes rank 10th in the con-
ference in shooting percentage from 
the 3-point line and beyond, entering 
tonight firing at a 30.3 percent clip. 
Since league play has started, the 
group is shooting just 27.2 percent 
overall from long range, highlighted 
by a 3-of-17 (17.6 percent) day against 
Indiana Dec. 31 and a 2-of-10 (20 per-
cent) night in their victory over Wis-
consin Jan 19.

On an individual level, sophomore 
guard Josh Oglesby has been the big-
gest offender from long range this sea-
son. The underclassmen has attempted 
a team high 83 3s but has made only 
23 of them, posting a 27.7 percent av-
erage.

“Your confidence is obviously not that 
high when you aren’t making shots, 
but in practice I’ve been making them,” 
Oglesby said. “It’s just frustrating going 
into the game feeling good and it’s just 
not going in.”

Oglesby hasn’t been the lone culprit 
in the team’s bad 3-point shooting. Ju-
nior guard Devyn Marble, freshman 
guard Mike Gesell, and junior forward 
Zach McCabe have collaborated to 
go 65-of-196 (33.2 percent) from long 
range.

For Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery, 
one player having a bad season is fea-
sible but a team-wide struggle such as 
this has seemed inconceivable. 

“A lot of times you figure one guy 
has a 1-for-5 and the other guy has got 
a 3-for-5 and the other guy has got a 
2-for-5 out there; now you’re OK,” he 
said. “So the fact that all of them are 
struggling at the same time is kind of 
odd.”

The Hawkeyes’ woes from 3-point 
land has hurt in big moments, especial-
ly in tight losses to the Hoosiers, Mich-
igan State, and most recently, Purdue 
on Sunday. The lack of accuracy has es-

sentially kept the Black and Gold out 
of the NCAA Tournament picture enter-
ing the final full month of the regular 
season.

“[The 3-point shooting struggles] 
are frustrating because the guys 
have really battled for us and we are 
in a position to win all these games,” 
McCaffery said. “I mean, if we win 
some of those, we would probably be 
ranked.”

Luckily for Iowa, its defense has 
stepped up when called upon to sup-
plement for lackluster offensive perfor-
mances, leading some to believe if the 3 
balls can begin to drop, the Hawkeyes 
could be on their way to dancing come 
March.

And at this point, they’ll have to.
“We’ve actually been playing some 

defense, and it’s really kept us in 
games and given us a chance to win at 
the end,” Marble said. “If we continue 
to get stops and rebound the ball, shots 
are going to fall. They’re going to have 
to.”
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3-point woes plague Hawks Hawks 
shine in 
assists

Iowa’s Ballweg comes charging back Mentally on 
the beam

Iowa guard Devyn Marble shoots a 3 against Indiana in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 31, 2012. (The Daily 
Iowan/Adam Wesley)

The Hawkeyes haven’t been 
able to shoot 3-pointers all 
season, and it’s cost them up to 
this point as they get ready for 
must win against winless Penn 
State.

by Tom Clos
thomas-clos@uiowa.edu

See Threes, 7A

Assists are just as valuable as re-
bounds and points. 

This year, Iowa, given its well-bal-
anced roster, has used assists to its ad-
vantage. And leading the way is sopho-
more point guard Sam Logic.

“She would rather have a pass than 
a score, and that’s so seldom anymore,” 
Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder said. 
“What I also like about Sam is that you 
give her a challenge, and she’s going to 
step up and meet it.”

The Racine, Wis., native leads the 
Big Ten in assists at 7 per contest, 
which ranks sixth in the nation. She’s 
tallied at least 8 assists in six of Iowa’s 
last eight games — the Hawkeyes are 
6-2 in that span.

Logic’s play thus far has helped the 
Black and Gold land a spot in the AP 
and USA Today top-25 polls — coming 
in at No. 24 and No. 25 respectively — 
their first spot in such polls since Feb-
ruary 2011. 

“It has a lot to do with my team-
mates,” Logic said. “Having numer-
ous threats inside and outside with 
Bethany [Doolittle] playing well 
now, too, it’s really rounding out our 
team.”

Iowa’s depth is allows Logic to be 
successful on the court. For a point 
guard to have a scorer in guard Jaime 
Printy and two dynamic post players in 
Doolittle and center Morgan Johnson is 
a great advantage.

“On any night, any one on our team 
can step up. Which has been proven 

With Iowa breaking through 
in the rankings, they’ll need to 
continue their unselfish play.

by Carlos sosa
carlos-sosa@uiowa.edu

It sits 5 feet above the ground. A thin 
layer of chalk dusts the surface. Remains 
of small footprints dance across it. 

On this 4-inch wide beam, some gym-
nastics meets are won and lost. 

Gymnasts perform a variety of tricks 
on the beam, including turns, leaps, hops, 
and flips. The athletes are judged by the 
difficulty of their tricks, the execution of 
them, and whether they can stay on the 
beam for the length of their routine. 

The Iowa women’s gymnastics team 
struggled with the balance beam ear-
ly in the season. In the GymHawk’s 
opening meet against Ball State, three 
of the six gymnasts fell at some point 
in their routines. The team hopes its 
troubles are over after a strong perfor-
mance against Penn State, Pittsburgh, 
and Rutgers last weekend. 

First-year assistant coach Jacob Lee 
switched to coaching bars after the 
GymHawks tallied their lowest scores 
on the beam in their first two meets. 
The change worked — Iowa scored a 
season high 48.725 on the beam last 
weekend. Head coach Larissa Libby 
thought the gymnasts needed to hear 
different things. She had Lee focus 
more on pressure than individual num-
bers.

“We started off by just going back to 
the beginning: setting up our lineups, 
running through them like we would 
at a meet, in competition order,” fresh-
man all-around gymnast Alie Glover 

A coaching change has helped 
the GymHawks improve on 
the beam.
by maTT Cabel
matthew-cabel@uiowa.edu

Mark Ballweg doesn’t talk 
much. He answers questions 
about his success on the wres-
tling mat this season with 
a shrug, a sentence, and a 
sheepish smile indicating 
there isn’t anything more to it. 

Iowa wrestling head coach 
Tom Brands said on Tuesday 
the team is looking for “state-
ments” and “exclamation 
marks” against top-ranked 
Penn State on Friday. At least 
Ballweg’s results this season 
have provided those. 

The Waverly, Iowa, native 
is off to a 15-1 start this year, 
and he has moved from No. 14 
in Intermat’s rankings before 
the season to No. 8 this week. 

“I probably am wrestling the 
best I have in my entire career,” 
he said on Tuesday. “I’m excited 
about that, feeling confident.”

His biggest win of the sea-
son came in Minneapolis on 
Jan. 27. Nine of the 10 match-
es in Iowa’s dual against Min-
nesota had clear favorites. 
But Ballweg, then ranked 
ninth at 141 pounds, faced 
No. 10 Nick Dardanes. 

Ballweg took a quick shot 
with 22 seconds left in the 
match and fought for a take-
down that gave him a 3-1 vic-
tory. The Hawkeyes went on 
to escape with a 16-15 win. 

“We believe that’s our 
match to win,” Brands said 
on Tuesday. “It’s a tossup on 
paper, but I don’t know if you 
can really march that way. 
Ballweg is wrestling well. 
I think he knows what he 
wants to do, and he probably 

found out something about 
himself Saturday.”

The senior isn’t just win-
ning matches. He’s frequent-
ly dominating them, racking 
up a team-high nine major 
decisions this season. He’s al-
so scored 59 dual-meet team 
points, trailing only Tony Ra-
mos and Derek St. John. 

It’s been something of a 
payoff for Ballweg, who suf-
fered through a frustrating 
two previous years. In 2010, 
Ballweg was a surprise suc-
cess story for Iowa, starting 
at 141 pounds and showing a 
knack for pinning opponents. 
But then Montell Marion was 
reinstated from what had 
been previously called a per-

manent suspension, sending 
Ballweg back to the bench.

Since then, he’s only seen 
spot duty at 149 pounds, 
where he struggled. In typical 
fashion, he doesn’t have much 
to say about the experience.

“It wasn’t easy to deal with, 
but I dealt with it,” Ballweg 
said. “I moved forward, kept 
training, and didn’t let it 
bother me.”

Ballweg said he is “old-
er, wiser, and a little more 
experienced” in his second 
stint in the starting lineup. 
It also helps to be back at his 
natural weight class, where 
he has won 40 of 44 career 
matches — compared with 14 
of 27 at 149.

The Hawkeyes will likely 
need an NCAA Tournament 
run from Ballweg in order to 
compete for a team title. And 
after a few years spent on 
the outside looking in at the 
team’s tournament lineup, 
the senior is ready to make 
one.

“He’s really putting himself 
all in this year,” teammate and 
occasional practice partner 
Brody Grothus said. “Being 
at the weight you feel com-
fortable at is a big thing. He 
may have felt like he was the 
smaller guy [at 149], and that 
may have played a role in how 
he approached those match-
es. But he’s at his weight this 
year, and he’s tearing it up.”

by sam louwagie
samuel-louwagie@uiowa.edu

Iowa 141-pounder Mark Ballweg wrestles Purdue’s Danny Sabatello on Jan. 6 in Carver-Hawkeye Arena. (The Daily Iowan/
Rachel Jessen)

See assisTs, 7A
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no. 25 iowa women’s 
basketball (16-5, 5-2 big Ten) 
vs. illinois (11-8, 4-3)

where: Champaign, Ill.
when: 7 p.m. today
where to listen: AM-800 KXIC

iowa men’s basketball (13-7, 
2-5 big Ten) vs. Penn state 
(8-12, 0-8)
where: Carver-Hawkeye Arena
when: 7:02 p.m. today 
where to watch: eSPNU
Cost: Free to students (IDs required)
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HA! HKings of 
comedy

HA!
By AUDRey DwyeR
audrey-dwyer@uiowa.edu

Down a dimly lit staircase, an eerie-looking basement emerges. Once 
a mortuary, the brick building is now filled with laughter.

The cause? Comedy.
“The Catacombs of Comedy” at the Yacht Club is the hub for perform-

ers in the local comedy scene. The historic building was once the location 
of Hohenschuh Mortuary; it became the original Yacht Club in the ’80s, 
and then, in 2003, it became what it is today.

Three years ago, the “little comedy scene that could” had not been 
conceived. Now, with the help of comedian Tom Garland and a few other 
local stars, it has flourished with hopeful performers eager to make a big 
break. Garland, a former Daily Iowan TV reporter, got his comedic start 

See coMeDy, 8B

Comedians flourish in Iowa City, including 
UI alumnus Tom Garland. Garland recently 
performed with Steve-O, who said the Iowan is 
‘doing everything right.’ 

PhoToS By Juan CarloS herrera
 DeSiGn By haley nelSon

ZoMBIeS!!!
DownloaDable content for call of Duty: black ops II has DroppeD. 
see what our revIewer thInks about the new maps, gear, anD 
zombIes. 3b



Chaos descends on a 
cabin in the middle of the 
Rocky Mountains. There 
are feet in cabinets, axes 
in hands, and a woman 
in a chest. This is Marek 
Muller’s quirky creation 
Trouble: A Foot.

As part of the Theater 
Department’s Gallery 
Series, Muller’s play will 
début at 8 p.m. today in 
the Theater Building’s 
Theatre B. Performances 
will continue through Feb. 
3 with a 2 p.m. show. Ad-
mission is free for UI stu-
dents with valid IDs, $5 
for the general public.

When Muller creat-
ed this dark comedy, her 
partner in crime Morgan 
Miller was her obvious 
choice for director. The two 
met their freshman year 
at the UI and instantly be-
came friends.

“I just knew that Mor-
gan had to be the one to 
direct it,” Muller said.

But sometimes, Miller 
said, there are drawbacks 
to working with one’s best 
friend.

“The disadvantages 
probably come more from 
us being friends than 
collaborators,” she said. 
“There are some things 
both of us find hilarious 
that no one else would un-

derstand, so we have to be 
conscious of that and try 
to take the play in a direc-
tion that would be funny 
for everyone.”

The women worked 
together on another one 
of Muller’s pieces, “Bear-
ly Legal: A Love Story,” 
which was featured in last 
year’s Ten-Minute Play 
Festival.

At the festival, the 
playwright and director 
discovered their artistic 
chemistry and now are 
reaping in the benefits the 
Gallery Series has to offer.

“[The Gallery Series] 
gives students an opportu-
nity to gain experience in 
the area of theater of their 
choice,” Miller said.

Miller’s stage manager, 
Kathleen Hains, said she 
could not agree more and 
being able to work with 
peers provides students 
with real-world experi-
ence.

“It’s a great way to work 
on your communication 
skills and get to know the 
people in your school and 
your community,” she said.

Hains jumped at the 
chance to work with the 
Muller/Miller team when 
she heard about the show 
from her adviser.

An M.F.A. stage-man-
agement student in the 
theater program, she said 
this show turned out to be 

a perfect fit for her, and 
she couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter cast and crew.

Muller said they could 
not have found a better or 
a more diverse cast for the 
production. Ranging from 
a brand-new freshman to 
a graduate actor, she said, 
the audience would nev-
er be able to tell the age 
difference watching them 
act.

From the playwright’s 
perspective, the cast also 
helped shape the script, 
letting her know what 
was and wasn’t working 
in terms of comedy and 
dialogue.

After 15 or so rehears-
als, Hains said, the entire 
cast is excited to have it all 
come together.

“This is not a play that’s 
trying to save the world 
or the relationships of the 
people watching it,” Miller 
said. “But the endorphins 
it gives you from laughing 
will make you feel better.”

weekend events

movies | music | words | film
dance | theater | lectures

today 1.31

friday 2.1

saturday 2.2

sunday 2.3

music
• Little Village live, 5 p.m., 
Public space one, 129 e. 
washington
• open mike, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s, 730 s. dubuque

words
• spoken word, 7 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s

film
• Bill W., 7 p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board 
movie, Perks of Being a Wall-
flower, 8 & 11p.m., 348 imu
• Robot and Frank 9:15 p.m., 
Bijou

theater
• The Exit Interview, 7:30 
p.m., riverside theater, 213 n. 

Gilbert
• Trouble: A Foot, Gallery se-
ries, 8 p.m., theater Building 
mabie theater

dance
• country dance lessons, 6:30 
p.m., wildwood, 4919 walleye
• country dance, 7 p.m., ea-
gle’s lodge, 225 highway 1 w.

miscellaneous
• institutional review Board 
office hours, 10 a.m., human 
subjects office, 101 hardin 
library
• spanish conversation class-
es, 12:15 p.m., uihc melrose 
conference center
• food assistance Program for 
seniors, 1 p.m., senior center, 
28 s. linn
• seniors against investment 

music
• “Java Blend,” 2 p.m., Java 
house, 211 e. washington

words
• martin luther King Jr. 
research symposium, noon, 
n300 lindquist center
• “live from Prairie lights,” 
Ben nugent, fiction, 7 p.m., 
Prairie lights, 15 s. dubuque

film
• friday afternoon movies, 1 
p.m., senior center
• “oscar shorts: live action,” 
7 p.m., Bijou
• “oscar shorts: animated,“ 9 
p.m., Bijou

theater
• The Exit Interview, 7:30 p.m., 
riverside theater
• Trouble: A Foot, Gallery se-
ries, 8 p.m., mabie theater

• “trouble in tahiti”/”amelia 
Goes to the Ball,” 8 p.m., 
englert, 221 e. washington
• 12 Angry Men, 7:30 p.m., 
iowa city community theater, 
4265 oak crest hill s.e.
• Urinetown, city circle, 7:30 
p.m., coralville center for the 
Performing arts, 1301 fifth st. 

dance
• Ballroom and latin dancing, 
7:30 p.m., old Brick, 26 e. 
market

miscellaneous
• intensive fulbright workshop 
for u.s. students, 9 a.m., 1117 
university capitol center
• origin of names, 2 p.m., 
senior center
• ui museum of art february 
first friday, 5 p.m., hotelvetro, 
201 s. linn
• dance marathon, 7 p.m., imu

music
• new horizons orchestra, 10:45 
a.m., senior center
• Jessica ducharme, trombone, 2 
p.m., riverside recital hall
• wylde nept, 5:30 p.m., eagles 
lodge no. 665
• dueling Pianos, 8:30 p.m., first 
avenue club, 1550 s. first ave.
• avian hightower, 8:30 p.m., 
riverside casino & Golf resort, 
3184 highway 22
• dick Prall, with dave tamkin, 9 
p.m., mill, 120 e. Burlington

film
• “oscar shorts: animated,” 4 & 
8 p.m., Bijou
• “oscar shorts: live action,” 6 
p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board movie, 
Perks of Being a Wallflower, 8 & 11 
p.m., 348 imu
• “trouble in tahiti/amelia Goes 
to the Ball”, 8 p.m., englert

dance
• milonga en el centro: tango 

dance Party, 7:30 p.m., senior 
center

theater
• The Exit Interview, 7:30 p.m., 
riverside theater
• Trouble: A Foot, Gallery series, 
8 p.m., mabie theater
• “trouble in tahiti”/”amelia 
Goes to the Ball,” 8 p.m., englert
• Urinetown, city circle, 7:30 
p.m., coralville center for the 
Performing arts

miscellaneous
• dance marathon, all day, imu
• saturday morning Yoga, 8:30 
a.m., senior center
• conscious Birth summit 2013, 
9 a.m., iowa city Public library, 
123 s. linn
• 50-plus singles Breakfast, 9:30 
a.m., midtown family restaurant 
2, 1069 highway 1 w.
• how to use Your Bean: cooking 
with chuck, 10 a.m., iowa city 
landscaping and Garden center, 
520 highway 1 w.
• irish night, 5:30 p.m., eagles 

music
• Piano sunday, with Ksenia 
nosikova and studio, 1:30 p.m., 
old capitol museum

words
• note by note: the making 
of steinway l1037, noon, old 
capitol museum 

theater
• The Exit Interview, 2 p.m., 
riverside theater
• Trouble: A Foot, Gallery se-
ries, 2 p.m., mabie theater
• “trouble in tahiti”/”amelia 
Goes to the Ball,” 2 p.m., 
englert
• Urinetown, city circle, 2 

p.m., coralville center for the 
Performing arts

film
• let’s talk inclusive: GlBt 
movie series, 1 p.m., senior 
center
• “oscar shorts: live action,” 
3 & 5 p.m., Bijou

miscellaneous
•regina Boy scout troop 
218 chili dinner, 11 a.m., st. 
wenceslaus church, 630 e. 
davenport
• delay the disease: exercise 
for Parkinson’s disease, 1 p.m., 
senior center

New Movies
oPeninG this weeKend

Warm Bodies
This paranormal romantic comedy 
follows the life of a teenage girl 
who develops a relationship with 
a zombie and how their friendship 
counteracts the curse of the 
undead.

Bullet to the Head
A Southern hit man, played by 
Sylvester Stallone, and a New York 
City cop form an unlikely alliance 
in order to stop the killers of their 
respective partners.

at the BiJou

Oscar Shorts: Live Action
showtimes: 7 p.m. Friday, 6 p.m. Saturday, 

3 p.m. Feb. 3

Short films that were nominated 
for an Oscar this year.

Oscar Shorts: Animated
showtimes: 9 p.m. Friday, 4 & 8 p.m. 

Saturday

Short films that were nominated 
for an Oscar this year.

beer
of the weeK

Dugges High Five 
India Pale Ale 

Product of: Dugges 

Ale & Porterbryg-
geri, Landvetter, 
Sweden
size: 1 pint 9 fluid 
ounces
serving style: 
Chilled bottle, Pint 
glass
Sweden may not 

always be in the conversation 
of countries with the greatest 
brewing traditions, but Dugges Ale & 
Porterbryggeri has used this to its 
advantage and established a unique 
identity for itself.
The packaging is as flashy and 
modern as can be: A big hand is 
waiting for you to high-five it, like 
in front of what looks like a colorful 
wormhole. Not exactly your average 
label, but hard to resist.
smell: Citrus flavors and hops 
dominate an aroma that is simple 
but very enticing. 4.2/5
appearance: After I popped the 
top off the beer, a little foam 
bubbled out the top of the bottle. 
The carbonation level of this beer 
is incredible; the beer has some 
of the tiniest, most active bubbles 
I’ve ever seen. The bubbles leave 
a heavy lacing on the glass and 
give the beer a gold coloration that 
really shines. 4.8/5
taste: I was taken off guard by the 
sweetness that hits first — raisins 
and caramel are the likely culprits 
here. The taste finishes with the ex-
pected citrus and fruit flavors. The 
beer had an enjoyable aftertaste 
as well, but I couldn’t help but feel 
that one last key ingredient was 
missing. 3.9/5
overall: High Five is a delicious 
rendition of an India Pale Ale that 
packs a little extra punch at 7.5 
percent alcohol by volume that is 
still very drinkable. 12.9/15

- dan verhille
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Dark comedy hits IC
By emilY Burds
emily-burds@uiowa.edu theater

Trouble: A Foot
when: 8 p.m. today through 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Feb. 3
where: Theater Building 
Theater B 
admission: Free for UI 
students with valid IDs, $5 
for the general public

Matt Schutz and Kat Gatewood rehearse Tuesday.  Trouble: A Foot opens today. (The Daily Iowan/ Callie Mitchell)

After finding a prostitute (Christopher Matheson) in a truck in an abandoned cabin, Sammie (Kat Gatewood) 
pulls her out so she can get some answers. (The Daily Iowan/ Callie Mitchell)
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gamer talk words

Vows versus love at UI
By Justus Flair
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Ben Nugent found Iowa 
City an easy place to fall in 
love with.

“I miss the languorous 
pace at which evenings 
used to progress in Iowa 
City. People getting to-
gether in a house with 
peeling wallpaper and 
talking for hours about 
everything and nothing,” 
he said. “Time passes dif-
ferently in a grad-student 
population.”

Nugent, an Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop graduate, can 
easily reminisce about his 
time as a student.

“I miss smoking a cig-
arette on the porch of my 
apartment in a drafty Vic-
torian on a winter morn-
ing, the smoke really sharp 
against the off-white sky, 
and the woman I was in 
love with smoking next to 
me, standing barefoot in 
the snow,” Nugent said. 
“And I miss closing down 
Hamburg Inn No. 2, a plate 
of hash browns at my el-
bow, writing in a notebook. 
That’s where Good Kids be-
gan, in the bosom of Ham-
burg.”

Nugent means his trav-
el back to Iowa City for a 
reading at Prairie Lights, 
15 S. Dubuque St., at 7 p.m. 
Friday. 

He will read from his 
new novel, Good Kids.

Good Kids is a novel 
about two 15-year-olds, a 
boy and a girl, who discover 
his father and her mother 
making out in a supermar-

ket. They develop a friend-
ship and vow never to cheat 
on anyone. Thirteen years 
later, they meet again, both 
engaged to other people, 
and fall in love.

This is Nugent’s début 
novel, but he has been writ-
ing in some form or another 
for most of his life. In 2009, 
Nugent released the book 
American Nerd: The Histo-
ry of my People, about the 
history of nerds and nerd 
culture.

“I started out as a jour-
nalist; for two and a half 
years, in my early 20s, I was 
an arts reporter at Time,” 
he said. “And, of course, 
American Nerd is all non-
fiction, except for the short 
story at the end of the pa-
perback edition. Reportage 
was the kind of writing that 
came most naturally to me 
for a long time.”

Nugent said working 
on the novel was a bit of a 
change from journalism.

“It took me a while to 
learn how to love somebody 
I had made up; in fiction, 
you have to love the char-
acters, to know them like 
friends,” he said. “Journal-
ism is different. You don’t 
have to fall in love with me 
to write this story.”

Michelle Huneven, who 
was familiar with Nugent 
during his time at the 
Writers’ Workshop, agrees 
that it took him a while to 
love his characters. She of-
ten visited him at the Dey 
House for what she called 
the “daily chat.”

“We talked about jour-
nalism, and books, and 

writing, of course. He was 
working on Good Kids, 
which I read at a couple 
of stages,” she said. “The 
first time, I thought it was 
smart, and very funny, and 
quite close to being do-
ne. But then Ben worked 
on Good Kids for another 
year, tweaking, the prose, 
going more deeply into 
the characters, and when I 
read it again, it was beau-
tifully improved, more res-
onant and mature, and just 
as funny: a real testament 
to the revision process.”

Brant Rumble, Nugent’s 
editor, has worked with him 
extensively on revising dif-
ferent pieces over the last 
several years.

“My favorite aspect of 
Ben’s fiction is his sensibil-
ity with regards to inter-
personal dynamics — the 
details he brings forth are 
unusual and insightful. My 
favorite fiction is that which 
I can easily relate to but al-
so still feel like I’m getting 
a whole new perspective, 
and that’s what Ben does so 
well,” Rumble said. 

Black Ops II DLC isn’t 
entirely disappointing

By dan VerHille
dan-verhille@uiowa.edu

To the untrained ear, 
Downhill, Grind, Mirage, 
Hydro, and Die Rise 
might sound like words 
you’d expect to hear from 
an X Games announcer.

But they’re actually the 
brand-new Call of Duty 
Black Ops II multiplayer 
and zombie maps from 
the Revolution add-on.

In the past few years it 
has pretty much become 
the norm for developers 
to follow up major re-
leases with major down-
loadable content releases 
available for an addition-
al purchase. Firms collect 
some bonus cash after 
the original release, and 
fans get some premium 
content that’s (hopefully) 
been catered exactly to 
their tastes because the 
developer has spent time 
digesting feedback.

In my review of Black 
Ops II, I commended Tre-
yarch for redirecting the 
Call of Duty franchise 
back toward close-quar-
ter maps with clear team 
“sides” and choke points, 
rather than large myri-
ads which equated to the 
player being shot in the 
back more often than not. 

The new maps take the 
concept players love and 
push it to fruition, elim-
inating much of the su-
perfluous running about 
and twiddle-your-thumbs 
time that occurred in ma-
ny previous titles while 
you waited for the player 
you just killed to respawn 
and run a mile back to 

where you could re-en-
gage him. 

While some of the new 
maps may come across 
gimmicky at first, their 
commitment to theme is 
what makes them stand 
above other levels. For 
example, Grind, a Venice 
Beach skate park, is full 
of half-pipes, rails, and 
cool skateboard graffiti 
while Hydro, a Pakistani 
hydroelectric dam, dares 
players to cross the spill-
way running through the 
center of the map in the 
intervals between violent 
torrents of water.

Downhill and Mirage 
were my less preferred 
of the four, but I will ad-
mit that the attention to 
detail on the architecture 
and layouts in these maps 
is still nothing short of 
impressive. However, if 
four polished maps aren’t 
enough to sell you, it may 
be time to switch over to 
zombie mode.

Die Rise is perhaps the 
most innovative install-
ment in the entire series, 
because all of the perks 
available for purchase are 
completely mobile. Players 
will find themselves fight-
ing zombies in every nook, 
cranny, and corridor of this 
massive, nonlinear level.

The difficulty of this 
new zombie map — even 
on easy — is no laughing 
matter. The level contains 
countless doors to be 
opened, a smattering of 
new weapons, and mad-
dening elevator mechan-
ics that make the Tower 
of Terror elevator ride 
at Disney World feel like 
a leisurely stroll in the 
park.

The entire map has a 
way of giving the play-
er the feeling that he’s 
walking a tightrope or 

crawling through a cave, 
but with a hungry horde 
of zombies in tow in both 
cases. And by the time 
the player has his bear-
ings and thinks that he 
has a chance to buy some 
upgrades, the rapid frogs 
attack.

Well, they aren’t actual-
ly rapid frogs, but a new 
type of zombie called a 
“minion” attacks the play-
er every five rounds using 
a technique that resem-
bles what a giant frog on 
rabies would use if such a 
thing were possible. 

If you hate surprises, be 
prepared to despise this 
dastardly alien-amphibi-
an hybrid. 

The only things left 
to ask Treyarch for is a 
chance to actually win 
the stinking game. Sure, 
I have fun exploring and 
mowing down zombies, 
but I feel like the poten-
tial for a big resolution is 
being overlooked.

I want the ability to 
survive the zombie attack 
by solving some puzzle in 
the game mechanics, or 
the ability to permanent-
ly apply perks from the 
game’s outset as a reward 
for reaching a certain 
level. Regardless of how 
exactly it’s done, zombies 
mode desperately needs 
to give us something to 
aspire to besides being 
eventually run down 
when the clip is empty.

Many critics will de-
nounce this and other 
downloadable-content 
releases as shameless 
attempt on the part of 
developers to milk every 
last dollar from their cus-
tomer base, but Treyarch 
has done a laudable job 
providing fans with more 
of what they actually 
wanted.

Ben nugent 
reading
when: 7 p.m. Friday
where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. 
Dubuque
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music/tHeater

Not all hearts & flowers for Englert operas
By samaNtHa GeNtrY
samantha-gentry@uiowa.edu

A disparate look at dys-
functional marriage sets the 
scene for this pair of one-act 
operas.

Placed in New York sub-
urbia in the 1950s, “Amelia 
Goes to the Ball” and “Trou-
ble in Tahiti,” do not portray 
the typical “hearts and flow-
ers” relationship but rather 
a cynical and comical look 
at love.

These two American op-
eras will take the stage at 
8 p.m. on Friday at the En-
glert Theater, 221 E. Wash-
ington St. Performances will 
continue through Feb. 3 with 
a 2 p.m. show. Admission is 
$5 for UI students with val-
id IDs, $10 for youth, $15 for 
seniors, and $20 for the gen-

eral public.
“Amelia Goes to the Ball” 

follows the life of a young 
woman who is desperate and 
will stop at nothing to attend 
the first ball of the season.

But her plan goes awry 
when her husband discov-
ers a letter from the “lover” 
and forbids Amelia to attend 
the ball.

Kaitlin Shewmake, a sec-
ond-year graduate student 
in vocal performance who 
plays the role of Amelia, said 
her biggest challenge was 
working with a character 
who is made to be a villain 
by other members of the 
production.

“It’s a challenge to not 
judge your own character 
because then you can’t give 
an honest portrayal of the 
person,” Shewmake said. 

“So you have to think how 
[the character] might ratio-
nalize what she’s doing.”

It took a lot of digging in 
the fictional mind of Amelia 
before Shewmake felt she 
could work with the comedic 
aspect of the opera.

She does believe, however, 
it is an important element to 
the story, which allows the 
audience to see the “ridicu-
lous” side of things.

“I think that when we 
are dealing with some of 
the more complicated issues 
like infidelity and domestic 
abuse, it enables us all to 
handle them from a lighter 
side,” she said.

While “Trouble in Tahiti” 
doesn’t exactly involve infi-
delity, it does follow the un-
happy marriage of Sam and 
Dinah, who are striving for 

the American Dream.
Nick Miguel, a sec-

ond-year graduate student 
in vocal performance, took 
on the character of Sam, who 
he describes as the 1950s 
picture-boy husband.

The only catch is, Sam is 
not a nice guy, and many of 
the troubles in his marriage 
are his fault.

Besides the complicated 
characterization, one dis-
tinct aspect to both of these 
operas is they will be sung 
in English, something Mi-
guel enjoys.

“There’s an immediate 
connection you have to the 
language, and you know how 
things are inflected,” Miguel 
said. “As a challenge, there 
are higher standards for 
your audience in terms of 
being able to understand it.”

Opening the lines of com-
munication with the audi-
ence members and making 
sure they are able to un-
derstand the language was 
a necessity for the director, 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Laura Johnson.

“An audience familiar 
with Italian can appreciate 
that sound but might miss 
some nuances,” she said. 
“But if you can help the au-
dience by putting it in their 
language so they under-
stand the story, then that’s 
what I would like.”

To further the audience’s 
opera experience, the En-
glert will also project “super 
titles” above the stage, where 
the full text will be printed 
to ensure audience members 
won’t miss any jokes.

“Once [the audience mem-

bers] see both works, they 
might scratch their heads 
about why I’m calling ‘Trou-
ble in Tahiti’ a comedy,” John-
son said. “But in some ways, 
at the end of each of these op-
eras, life goes on for all of the 
characters, and they do have 
a comic point of view.”

tHeater
Winter Operas: “amelia 
Goes to the Ball”/“trouble 
in tahiti”
When: 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday; 2 p.m. Feb. 3
Where: Englert, 221 E. 
Washington
admission: $5 for UI 
students with valid IDs, $10 for 
youth, $15 for seniors, and $20 
for the general public
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By MARGERY BECK
Associated Press 

OMAHA — Listen close-
ly, and the deep rumblings 
of gongs can be heard ema-
nating from a small ware-
house in an industrial sec-
tion of Lincoln in southeast 
Nebraska.

New York City native 
Andrew Borakove keeps 
his inventory for Gongs 
Unlimited in the building 
tucked away on the south-
west edge of the city. And 
each day, he “tests” the 
merchandise for custom-
ers who call wanting a cer-
tain sound by holding the 
phone up to the gongs as 
they’re struck.

A decade ago, Borakove, 
51, was a television comedy 
writer living in Los Ange-
les. But the work was hit-

or-miss, and his family was 
growing.

He said he headed to the 
beach one day to meditate 
and seek divine guidance 
for his life. It was during 
that time that he was hit 
with the notion to sell 
gongs.

“You get the vision, then 
you test it with software,” 
Borakove said. “You be-
ta-test it.”

His research showed 
there was high demand 
for the flat, metal musical 
discs, but few sellers on the 
Internet. So, in 2005, he 
started Gongs Unlimited 
with a $3,000 line of credit. 
Two years later, he and his 
business moved from LA to 
Lincoln’s southwest edge 
— sight unseen — after 
he had another whim, this 
time to relocate to a mid-

size Midwest community.
“I just put my finger on 

a map, and it landed on 
Nebraska,” Borakove said. 
“My wife is from Elkhorn. 
She’s the one who went 
and picked out the house. 
But the day I moved was 
the first time I ever set foot 
in Nebraska.”

Now, Borakove may be 
the world’s pre-eminent 
gong dealer, selling hun-
dreds of gongs, stands, 
and gong-banging mallets 
a year — $800,000 worth 
last year. His clientele runs 
the gamut from car dealer-
ships to Dubai casinos to 
rocker Roger Daltrey of the 
Who.

“We’re growing. We’re 
bursting at the seams 
with our gongs,” he said. 
“We’re putting on a big 
gong show, really.”

New York city native runs unique gong business 

Andrew Borakove of Gongs Unlimited strikes a gong in his warehouse in Lincoln, Neb., on Jan. 17. Borakove, a former 
comedy writer from California, switched occupations and moved to Lincoln, where he may be the world’s pre-eminent 
gong dealer, selling hundreds of gongs, stands, and gong-banging mallets a year. (Associated Press/Nati Harnik)
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By Audrey dwyer
audrey-dwyer@uiowa.edu

A common object — 
a urinal, symbolizes a 
town’s outrage at corpo-
rate greed. A scene set 
for a town like that of Go-
tham City. 

Jesse Jensen, the direc-
tor of the satirical comedy 
Urinetown, written by Greg 
Kotis and Mark Hollman, 
creates an avant-garde 
satire about current issues 
and scenes in today’s soci-
ety. The play is a produc-
tion of the City Circle Act-
ing Company of Coralville, 
which will present the 
show at the Coralville Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 
1301 5th St., on 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. Admission is $22 
for the general public, $17 
for seniors and students, 
and $12 for children.

Jensen said the perfor-
mance will likely resonate 
with students.

“I would assume it 
would appeal to college 
students because the show 
is very socially conscious,” 
Jensen said. “… It’s a ton 
of fun, but because it’s a 
satire that explores cur-

rent social and economic 
issues, it also makes you 
think a little bit.”

During a time of pover-
ty and shortage of basic 
needs such as water and 
use of public amenities, 
a hero rises to create a 
“revolution” for the city. 
Elements of greed, cor-
ruption, love, and revo-
lution are all explored in 
the story of a town expe-
riencing difficult circum-
stances.

Jensen said the play 
started with a group of 
fringe artists from Chi-
cago traveling in Europe 
who discovered fees had 
to be paid in various loca-
tions in order to use the 
public restrooms. 

The bizarre idea 
sparked the idea for the 
play.

The play eventually 
made it to Broadway in 
2001. Now a decade old, 
it has won three Tony 
Awards.

“This play is about pay-
ing homage or tribute to 
the roots here in town,” 
Jensen said.

Additional performanc-
es of Urinetown will take 

place 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
and 2 p.m. Feb. 3 and will 
continue through Feb. 10. 

Additionally, City Circle  
will perform nine short 
plays at its New Play Fes-
tival at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 4 
and 5. Admission is $10.

Chris Okiishi, the cho-
reographer of Urinetown 
and supervising direc-
tor for the the New Play 
Festival, said the submis-
sions for the festival came 
from authors located as 
far away as New Zealand.

“It was interesting to 
read plays no one else has 
ever seen before, and now 
we are the first people to 
perform them,” he said.

A committee of six in-
dividuals gave preference 
and priority to submis-
sions fewer than 10 min-
utes long as well as au-
thors who had a strong 
Iowa connection or who 
recently lived in Iowa.

“The neat thing about 
running the productions 
together is that Urine-
town started at a small-
play festival in Chicago, 
then went on to Broad-
way in New York and be-
came a hit,” Okiishi said.

Fun in the time of needfood column: BeAvers’ nigHt out

By Ben verHille
benjamin-verhille@uiowa.edu

A typewriter sits be-
neath “Murderers’ Row,” a 
16-year-old bourbon of AH 
Hirsch is locked in a bird-
cage, and an Old Fash-
ioned rests on a solid ash 
bar top. This is the scene 
of a classic speakeasy 
or Iowa City’s very own, 
the Clinton Street Social 
Club, 18.5 S. Clinton St.

This young venue, open 
since September 2012, 
boasts a powerful menu 
dressing up traditional pub 
plates, intended to match 
the ambiance of a Prohibi-
tion-era restaurant.

After tasting chef Jacob 
Huth’s “buttermilk dress-
ing” or his special stout-
beer-infused pub mustard, 
or his upcoming creation 
of special house ketchup, 
I found that no taste buds 
are left out of this party 
of flavors. Not hungry? 
The Social Club’s bar is 
as far as one needs to go, 
the staff being full of bev-
erage connoisseurs, hap-
py to converse about the 
drinks, the establishment, 
or whatever you please. 

the drink — an old 
fashioned

Bartender: Matt Skin-
ner

Original recipes only, 
the Old Fashioned comes 
from a Prohibition-era 
recipe, just as the Man-
hattans.

This house specialty 
— bourbon on the rocks 
— is served with a mar-
aschino cherry, a sugar 
cube, and a fiery or-
ange rind. Skinner and 
the other barkeeps will 
burn your orange before 
matching it with your 
bourbon to caramelize 
the oils and bring out 
the true essence of the 
orange. Try this for an 
authentic 1920s experi-
ence.

the Atmosphere

The main level of the 
establishment has an ash 
bar, a billiards room, as 
well as a dartboard, with 
blues music to remind 
you that you are no longer 
in 2013. The open restau-
rant style is on this floor, 
and the mysteries extend 
to the upper level. The 
jazz on the upper floor is 

a throwback to the ’20s 
style. Owner Brian Vogel 
may even make an ap-
pearance, exemplifying 
the outgoing nature that 
every employee exhibits.

Meeting the other pa-
trons, servers, or anyone 
else at the Social Club is 
effortless. 

Live music takes place 
Fridays and Saturdays, 
bringing more than just re-
cords to the authenticity of 
the “social club.” The chefs 
take delight in preparing 
special meals for holidays, 
and they are preparing for 
Valentine’s Day. Reserva-
tions are available for spe-
cial events or weekends.

the Plates

Executive Chef: Jacob 
Huth

I was brought to Clin-
ton Street Social Club 
by a friend who suggest-
ed I should try its corn 
dogs. Although I am 
an Iowan, I have never 
enjoyed a corn dog, no 
matter where it’s been 
from. Then I tried it 
at Clinton Street. This 
recipe originally includ-
ed duck sausage, but 
that has recently been 
changed to Iowa pork 
sausage. 

A golden exterior 
invites you to try its 
surprisingly soft bite, 
paired with a stout-beer 
pub mustard to offer 
a kick that makes this 
much more than just a 
corn dog. Even the pickle 
served with each dog is 
loaded in flavor, a “quick 
pickle” in an apple-cider 
vinegar. The pork is from  
Bud’s Meats, a local pro-
ducer, and it is expertly 
highlighted by Huth and 
his staff.

I emphasize the corn 
dog, but there are ma-
ny more treasures to be 
found. The Green Eggs 
& Ham is another recent 
menu addition. These 
deviled eggs include 
spinach, proscuitto, mus-
tard, and lemon to pro-
vide a delightful adven-
ture. Another delicious 
version of this sampling 
include flavors of apple, 
bacon, and chives. Indul-
gence would be all too 
easy with these plates 
by themselves, but why 
cut the experience short?

The house Hush Pup-
pies host a variety of 
flavors, none too over-
powering. This old reci-
pe has a new spin, with 
a crispy exterior and 
fluffy interior. Why are 
they called hush pup-
pies? Huth said these 

cakes were “fed to the 
dogs” to keep them qui-
et, and the American 
Heritage Dictionary con-
curs, with the qualifier 
“perhaps.” Served with 
the spicy Creole aioli 
sauce and made with 
flour, cornmeal, eggs, 
finely diced onions, and 
corn, you won’t be able 
to shut up about how 
good these treats taste. 

Available as part of 
the Poutine plate, the 
cheese curds have their 
exquisite flavor aug-
mented by an in-house 
beer batter, made fresh 
daily. They are served 
with hand-cut potato 
fries, made fresh daily 
(get the trend?), includ-
ing a Creole aioli sauce 
for a spicy excursion or 
the “buttermilk dress-
ing” for a creamy and 
rich vacation.

Last of this feast of 
delicacies are the Brus-
sels sprouts, served with 
shallots and apple and 
covered in a warm bacon 
vinaigrette. This bold 
combination realizes the 
potential of apples and 
Brussels sprouts with a 
bacon flavoring … need 
I say more? A must-try.

If spirits and provi-
sions don’t satisfy your 
needs, there is live jazz 
or blues performances 
on Fridays and Satur-
days.

Still not content? Then 
there is no pleasing you.

Dining at the Social Club

A bartender serves a drink at the 
Clinton Street Social Club. The 
house special is bourbon on the 
rocks.

Clinton Street Social Club’s corn 
dogs are a flavorful experience.
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PLACE AN AD
Phone:  319-335-5784

OR
Email:

daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu
5 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $1.51/word
10 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $1.96/word
15 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $2.77/word
20 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $3.51/word
30 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $4.08/word

The ad will appear in our newspaper
and on our website.
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

NEED TO SELL
YOUR

PROPERTY?

Call The Daily Iowan
to find out

more about our
special offer.

(319)335-5784
daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu

THREE bedroom, two bath, 
large family home, double
garage, moving. $65,000.
(319)337-5470.

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

STONE COTTAGE
Furnished two bedroom,
1-1/2 bath, fireplace, laundry, 
wood floors, A/C, off-street 
parking, buslines, no pets,
Muscatine Ave.
$1100/ month plus utilities.
(319)338-3071.

HISTORIC 4/ 5 bedroom, 2-1/2 
bath home with new basement.
Large garage, on Muscatine, 
near downtown, bus, grocery;
available immediately. $1800.
(319)541-1513.

AVAILABLE NOW
(February-July)
Close-in, three bedroom.
cmirentalsic.com
(319)354-3208.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $650/ $675 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

VILLA APARTMENTS
500 Gilbert
4 bedroom for Fall 2013
(319)354-8331

NICE three bedroom/ one bath 
apartment near downtown/ 
campus. $1155/ month includes 
cable TV/ internet and two
parking spaces. (319)351-0360.
www.cruiseapartments.com

FOUR bedroom, two bath, free 
parking, balcony, laundry. 219 
E.Harrison St. located down-
town two blocks south of Bur-
lington between Dubuque St.
and Linn St. Available 8/1/13.
www.hawkeyehouses.com
(319)471-3723.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

DOWNTOWN LUXURY LIVING
AT BURLINGTON COMMONS-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1900-$1950.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
to set up a tour.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW LUXURY LIVING
AT WASHINGTON PLAZA-
Three bedroom, two bath with
all amenities. $1785-$2000.
Call HPM at (319)351-8404
with any questions.

1/2 OFF FIRST MONTH!
Two or three bedroom apart-
ment, 1-1/2 bath, three blocks 
from downtown,  behind Lou 
Henri Restaurant, C/A, $800 or 
$950 plus utilities.
(319)330-2503.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Available now- Two bedroom, 
one bath, W/D in unit, A/C, on 
Iowa City busline. $660.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

SEVILLE APARTMENTS has 
one and two bedroom sublets 
available in December and 
January. $650-$745 includes 
heat, water and garbage. On 
busline, laundry on-site and
24 hour maintenance.
Call (319)338-1175.

NEWLY remodeled two bed-
room, one bath in Hills. New 
carpet, new paint, new kitchen.
$675, H/W paid. (319)339-4783.

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Available now- Large two
bedroom, two bath units with
dishwasher, microwave, A/C,
on-site laundry, on Iowa City
busline. $710.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
www.SouthGateCo.com

DOGS and CATS welcome at
SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedrooms $800-$845.
1/2 off deposit.
Call (319)354-1961 for details.
www.ammanagement.net

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

CLEAN, quiet, close-in.
www.parsonsproperties.com

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

RENTAL assistance available 
to qualified students!
One and two bedroom apart-
ments available in North Liberty.
Utility allowance available.
On-site laundry. No pets.
(800)394-1288.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and
employer.
Equal housing opportunity.

MAINSTREET APARTMENTS
325 College
2, 3, 4, 5 bedroom for Fall 2013
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

DON’T FAIL!
Join TutorUniverse.com

Text: Smart to 75309

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

THREE bedrooms in six
bedroom co-ed house. Close-in,
W/D, dishwasher, cable,
hardwood floors, fireplace,
$300-$360 plus utilities.
(319)400-7335.

ROOM for rent in two bedroom, 
two bath apartment. 4th Ave., 
Coralville, on bus route. Rent 
$450, utilities divided.
(641)590-6922.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

LARGEST bedroom in four 
bedroom duplex, southwest 
Iowa City on West Side Dr.
$300/ month plus utilities.
Available immediately.
Call (319)351-5019 or email
bonchar4@gmail.com.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $350/$395/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

WANT to keep your vehicle 
warm and dry this winter? Need 
extra storage space? Rent a 1 
car garage from SouthGate 
Property Management. $60 a 
month. Iowa City southeast and 
westside garages available 
now. 3 month minimum lease.
(319)339-9320.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes,
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

MOVING

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

TUTORS NEEDED! Make Money.
Join TutorUniverse.com

Text: Tutor to 75309

TUTORING

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

MAKE a DIFFERENCE!
Be a CAMP COUNSELOR!
Friendly Pines Camp, in the 
cool mountains of Prescott, AZ, 
is hiring for the 2013 season, 
May 26- July 29.
We offer 30+ activities including 
horseback riding, waterskiing, 
climbing, canoeing, target 
sports, ropes course and more.
Competitive salary, room and 
board. To apply, go to
www.friendlypines.com or call 
1-888-281-CAMP.
Be a part of something
AMAZING this summer!

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

QUALITY ASSURANCE and
PERFORMANCE
IMPROVEMENT
COORDINATOR
Half-time, Iowa City Hospice.
Collects and reports quality 
data, leads PI projects,
coordinates Infection Control.
BSN or masters degree in a
related field.
www.iowacityhospice.org
(319)688-4221

MEDICAL

PART-TIME Residential Aide.
Weekends, 1st or 2nd shift and 
on-call. Working with people 
with mental illness at a residen-
tial care facility. Casual dress.
Free parking. Apply within at
Chatham Oaks, 4515 Melrose 
Ave., Iowa City, IA 52245.

FULL-TIME 2:00-10:30pm
Residential Aide working with 
people with mental illness at a 
residential care facility. Great 
benefits. Apply within at
Chatham Oaks, 4515 Melrose 
Ave., Iowa City, IA 52245.

MEDICAL

MID-PRAIRIE COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT is taking 
applications for the following
positions:
Boys Assistant Soccer Coach, 
9/10 Grade Volleyball Coach, 
Asst. Baseball Coach, a 
full-time route Bus Driver and 
substitute Bus Drivers.
Coaches- please submit your 
letter of interest and a copy of 
your coaching certificate.
Bus Drivers- please submit your 
letter of interest, references and 
a copy of your CDL.
Please send appropriate
materials to Steve Hollan at 
shollan@mid-prairie.k12.ia.us 
or mail to:
Mid-Prairie CSD
PO Box 150
Wellman, IA 52356
AA/EOE
Deadline is February 10, 2013

EDUCATION

SUBURBAN EXPRESS is look-
ing for a reliable, mature person 
to supervise Friday bus depar-
tures at IMU and put up posters.
Must be available 11am-4pm 
Fridays and two hours Mondays 
and Wednesdays. $17/ hour, 
about 8 hours/ week.
Interested? Apply at
www.suburbanexpress.com/
iowajob

HELP WANTED

WANT A JOB WITH
FLEXIBILITY?

We are currently looking for de-
pendable and caring individuals 
who desire to provide
rewarding, in-home care for the 
elderly. Caregivers assist sen-
iors and individuals with disabili-
ties to meet their daily living 
needs, allowing them to main-
tain their independence at 
home.
As a caregiver, you will provide 
the following needed services:
•Companionship
•Transportation (errands,
appointments, etc.)
•Meal preparation and planning
•Light housekeeping
•Laundry
•Personal care assistance 
(bathing, dressing & grooming)
Flexible hours available includ-
ing: days, evenings, weekends, 
and overnights.
Staff are required to be 18 or 
older; have a clean background 
check; valid driver’s license and 
a registered/insured vehicle.
For immediate consideration, 
contact via phone or email:

Comfort Keepers
(319)354-0285

coralville@comfortkeepers.com
Each office independently

owned and operated.

RECEPTIONIST
wanted at a busy hair salon.
Professional demeanor and
reliability a must.
Inquire at (319)337-3015.

NOW HIRING
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS:
HomeChoice Senior Care has 
openings for non-medical, 
one-on-one, in-home Care
Givers.
We are looking for people to 
help older people lead safe ful-
filling lives in their own homes.
All shifts, PT & FT.
Opportunities available in the 
Cedar Rapids & Iowa City
areas. Applicants must have
reliable transportation, valid 
driver’s license and vehicle 
insurance. Compensation varies 
with experience.
Apply via our website:
www.HomeChoiceSeniorCare.com

HIRING for Weekend House-
keeping. Award winning hotel.
Apply at Holiday Inn Express,
970 25th Ave., Coralville.

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTORS
wanted for beginner and ad-
vanced classes. Evening hours 
and weekends available. Fun 
work environment with excellent 
pay. Contact us today:
synergygym@southslope.net

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

ACTORS AND MODELS
NEEDED
Open casting call!
BVS Performance Systems is 
looking for actors and models to 
play a variety of roles and
appear in pictures for our bank 
training courses.
We’re holding daytime and eve-
ning acting auditions the week 
of March 4 - 8. To lock in your 
time slot or for more informa-
tion, call Erin Wynkoop at 
(319)378-1807. Models can 
send headshots to 
ewynkoop@bvs.com.
We offer hourly pay. Actors and 
models will be added to our
actor database and considered 
for future roles. Minorities are 
encouraged to apply.

HELP WANTED

FREE BIRD LAUNDRY
www.freebirdlaundry.com
Laundry Has Never Been
So Easy!
We provide pick-up and delivery 
laundry service for the Iowa City 
area featuring semester long 
and month to month pricing.
(319)481-2473.

MESSAGE
BOARD

TAX PREPARATION 
AT REASONABLE PRICES

Specializing in taxes for 
Faculty and

International Students
Evening and weekend

hours available.
TAXES PLUS

6 E. Benton St., Iowa City
(319)338-2799

TAX
PREPARATION

THE DAILY IOWAN 
CLASSIFIEDS MAKE CENTS!!

335-5784      335-5785
Rm. E131 Adler Journalism

Check out current job
opportunities in THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS 

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

 



at the Yacht Club and the 
Penguin Comedy Club in 
Cedar Rapids.  He is the 
regular host of the venue’s 
open-mike nights, held ev-
ery Monday at 10 p.m.

Not only has Garland 
helped kick-start the local 
comedy scene, his career 
has also taken off; last 
year, he met actor/writ-
er/comedian/stuntman 
“Steve-O” Glover at the 
First Avenue Club, 1550 
First Ave. Glover, who is 
perhaps most well-known 
for his comedic stunts in 
the movie and TV series 
Jackass, has performed 
with comic Tom Green in 
the Starlite Theater in the 
Rivera Hotel & Casino on 
the Las Vegas Strip.

In an email interview, 
Glover said he was “be-
yond impressed” with Gar-
land’s material the second 
time they met. The two 
remained in touch, and 
recently Garland asked 
Glover for the opportunity 
to perform with him and 
Green. Garland met with 
the show’s promoters, and 
the deal was set. He spent 
four nights earlier this 
month working in Vegas 
with the famous duo.

“Garland is a funny com-
ic, but what’s been winning 
everyone over more than 
anything is the enthusi-
asm and gratitude he has 
to be working with us,” 
Glover said. “If you ask 
me, he’s doing everything 
right.”

Aspiring comedians may 
be apprehensive about dip-
ping their toes into the un-
known waters of perform-
ing on a stage.

“You have to in a way, 
baptize the newbies by 
fire, and toss them up on 
stage, and have them learn 
as they go,” Garland said. 
“You want them to under-

stand the dynamic of being 
comfortable on stage. Just 
go up there, talk into the 
mike, and have fun.”

Scott Kading, the owner 
and talent booker for the 
Yacht Club and Gabe’s, 
said he didn’t expect the 
comedy scene to be what it 
is today.

“It caught us off-guard,” 
Kading said. “We didn’t 
think it would catch on 
so fast and become a big 
thing. It is way more fun 
than we expected — it is a 
pretty entertaining come-
dy scene. There was a need 
for it here; it’s neat.”

What started off as open-
mike nights for music or 
comedy is now primarily 
just for aspiring comedians. 
Local comedian Greg Get-
tle, who began doing com-
edy with Garland, has also 
developed quite a career. 
His destination? Chicago.

“It’s crazy to see where 
everyone has gone since 
they started with such a 
small scene,” he said. “I 
was so nervous my first 
open mike at the Penguin 
Comedy Club. Now, I’m 
more open on stage. I think 
the audience should get to 
know who you are as a per-
son, and I try to be true to 
that.”

He and local comedian 

Keegan Buckingham have 
gone on to be featured in 
weekly showcases by Chi-
cago’s Duck Duck Comedy 
Group.

These individuals care-
fully mold their craft in 
the hope of putting a smile 
on someone’s face or creat-
ing an evening of fun. But 
some comedians said they 
are often left feeling dis-
connected from the world, 
feeling lonely — which 
they find can only be cured 
with one thing: laughter. 
Laughter is their way of 
communicating and con-
necting with the audience.

“What sets me apart 
from other comedians, I 
think, is that I pretty much 
only tell outrageous stories 
that are completely true, 
which nobody else would 
admit to,” Glover said.

Comedy is a form of 
self-expression for these 

seasoned comedians. It is 
the raw, intimate, and vul-
nerable truth of who each 
is as a person. Bruce Jay 
— a professional comedian 
who is a coach and mentor 
to Garland and has pre-
viously been featured on 
“The Man Show” and “The 
Gong Show” — said he is 
passionate about comedy 
because of the honesty and 
personal insight each per-
son brings to the stage.

“Sometimes, you can feel 
disconnected in life, and 
when you go to a show, you 
connect,” Jay said. “There 
is passion, hatred, anger — 
everything. You’re talking 
to the crowd, but what is 
the crowd? You can feel iso-
lated and lonely … feel like 
you’re the only one feeling 
these things, and when you 
watch another comedian or 
make your audience laugh, 
you connect with them.” 

If the audience is diffi-
cult, Jay said, he uses it 
to his advantage. He tries 
to immerse himself into a 
“conversation” with the au-
dience.

“I like when people heck-
le me — it’s fun, because 
I can have constructive 
play,” Jay said. “You want 
to lose yourself. When you 
see a good comedy, you al-
most have an orgasm. You 
think, ‘Oh, that was so fun 
I forgot all of my problems.’ 
”

Each comedian admitted 
to having challenges.

“You have to be an at-
tention whore with a per-
sonality and, I believe, a 
certain amount of self-ha-
tred,” Glover said.

Jay agreed, saying said 
it takes skill and craft to 
not only write jokes and 
punch lines but also to cre-
ate a structural form worth 

watching.
“Comedy is a lot of 

self-expression; it has a po-
etic art element,” he said. 
“There is a lot of therapy 
in comedy. It’s all about 
negativity and anger, and 
that’s kind of what comedy 
is. If you’re mad, you want 
to shout and get it all out.”

The best thing Garland 
and the other profession-
al comedians advised new 
comedians to do is to go to 
the open-mike nights and 
try out new material. He 
also had some advice about 
handling some of comedy’s 
biggest challenges

“The challenge is to stay 
consistent and have some-
thing new you’re working 
on and that you’re excited 
about,” he said. “You have 
to break your routine ev-
ery now and then. If you’re 
not excited, then the crowd 
won’t be.”

comedy
Continued from 1B
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Upcoming shows/
open-mike nights 
for Tom Garland:
• today, radio appearance 
with Bruce Jay on Krui 80 
Hours Show, 4 p.m.
• feb. 4, House mC for the 
Yacht Club, “Catacombs of 
Comedy,” 10 p.m.
• feb. 7, Campus Activities 
Board Comedy, Brooks 
Wheelan, with tom Garland, 10 
p.m., Public Space one, 129 e. 
Washington 

tom GArlAnd /PuBliCitY PHoto
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