
Starting this winter, University of Iowa students will 
no longer be granted any credits for courses completed 
at the National Outdoor Leadership School, based in 
Wyoming. 

In August, the UI Office of Study Abroad decided to 
closely investigate the courses offered by the school, al-
most a year after UI student Tom Plotkin lost his life 
during a school course in India. The UI will not grant 
credits for courses completed at the school during its 
yearlong evaluation of the program.

Officials at the UI will then evaluate all 
other third-party programs. Third-party 
programs provide study-abroad experience, 
while working with a university that han-
dles granting credit for students who com-
plete the program being offered.

The outdoor leadership school goes 
through the University of Utah to grant 
credits to its students from the UI.    

Downing Thomas, the dean of UI Interna-
tional Programs, said the Daily Iowan investigation into 
Plotkin’s death helped shed light on the issue. 

The DI report raised some  questions about tardy res-

cue efforts and decision-making in the aftermath of Plot-
kin’s accidental fall in the mountains of northern India, 
while he was enrolled in an Outdoor Leadership School 
2011 semester in India. 

“Absolutely. That’s what triggered it,” Thomas said, 
referring to the DI report which was published on Feb. 
16, when a reporter traveled to India to interview locals 
involved in the case. “We realized that there are a num-
ber of these kind of programs for which the University of 
Iowa is at some distance from being able to evaluate the 
actual circumstances of the education provided.”

In the meanwhile, UI officials have asked the Outdoor 
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1 year after death, school scrutinized
By RIShABh R. JAIN
rishabh-jain@uiowa.edu

More than a year following the death of a UI student studying abroad, university officials are re-evaluating all third-party programs.
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Students in political-science Associate Professor Cary Covington’s class 
watch the first presidential debate in the Adler Journalism Building rotun-
da on Wednesday.  (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

As millions across the nation 
watched the first presidential debate 
Wednesday night, students in sever-
al classes at the UI participated in a 
unique viewing experience.

Students in two of UI Associate 
Professor Cary Covington’s politi-
cal-science courses gathered in the 
Adler Journalism Building with lap-
tops and iPads and used a special pro-
gram called React Labs to engage in 
the debate.

“I wanted to give students the op-
portunity to respond to these debates 
in real time,” he said.

The economy dominated the de-
bate, as it has the race for the White 
House all year. Pre-debate opinion 
polls showed President Obama with a 

slight advantage over GOP challeng-
er Mitt Romney in key battleground 
states and nationally, the Associated 
Press reported.

Romney said he had plans to fix the 
economy, overhaul the tax code,  re-
place Obama’s health care plan with a 
better alternative, remake Medicare, 
and pass a substitute for the legis-
lation designed to prevent another 
financial crash and reduce deficits. 

Obama accused Romney of seeking 
to “double down” on economic pol-
icies that led to the devastating na-
tional downturn four years ago.

The two men debate twice more 
this month.

— by Nick hassett

UI radiologist Damon Shearer shows a scan from a  new breast tomosynthesis scanner at the UIHC on Wednesday. The new scanner allows for 
fewer false-positives. (The Daily Iowan/Ian Servin)

UIHC unveils breast imaging

For the first time, the UIHC offers digital tomosynthesis, a technology that aids the 
detection of breast cancer during mammograms.

By BRIANNA JEtt
Brianna-jett@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics is at the 
national forefront of a new technology designed to test for 
breast cancer.

Starting Wednesday, the UIHC became the first hospital 
in the country to use a new breast-imaging technology: dig-
ital tomosynthesis.

“We’ve upgraded all our equipment to the latest technolo-
gy for breast cancer screening — digital breast tomosynthe-

sis,” said Laurie Fajardo, the chairwoman of the Radiology 
Department. 

Digital tomosynthesis differs from the traditional mam-
mogram method in the images it provides. Instead of only 
offering two images of the breast, Digital Tomosynthesis of-
fers many images of the breast, giving doctors many slices to 
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Officials 
dispute No 
Child
Jason Glass said he feels Iowa 
schools need a better assess-
ment of student progress.
By BRENt gRIffIthS
brent-griffiths@uiowa.edu

This year, Iowa has 800 schools and 61 
school districts that failed to meet the No 
Child Left Behind standards, yet officials 
claim the program is flawed. 

The number of Iowa schools that did not 
meet those standards rose to 58 percent, ac-
cording to a report released by the state De-
partment of Education. Both local officials 
and experts dispute the standards, which in-
clude Adequate Yearly Progress. They feel the 
standards set unrealistic expectations, and 
are not a fair measure of student achieve-
ment, though they felt the intent of the law 
was in the right place.

“We’re talking about the number of kids 
who can hit a test score,” said Peter Hle-
bowitsh, departmental executive officer for 
department teaching and learning. “It’s a 
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Local TP 
drive begins
Toilet paper is one of the 
most requested nonfood 
items at the Crisis Center of 
Johnson County.
By MAtt StARNS 
matthew-starns@uiowa.edu

The Crisis Center of Johnson County can’t 
buy toilet paper. 

More precisely, restrictions on the Food 
Bank’s spending require that its budget be 
spent on food and not on such household items 
as toilet paper, paper towels, and diapers. 

The Crisis Center kicked off its third-an-
nual TP the Crisis Center drive on Monday, 
soliciting donations of toilet paper from the 
community. 

Harmony Hauser, the communications co-
ordinator for the center, said the drive is an 
important way to collect items the center 
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By Nate OtjeN
nathaniel-otjen@uiowa.edu

For some college stu-
dents, a greasy slice of 
pizza during a late-night 
study session followed by 
a Red Bull the next morn-
ing before class can seem 
like a typical diet.

One University of Iowa 
program aims to incorpo-
rate healthier daily choic-
es by using one simple 
rule: eat colorfully.

The UI Student Health’s 
Health Iowa program is 
promoting Colorful Choic-
es, a program designed to 
help students eat healthy 
by including a variety of 
fruits and vegetables in 
their diet over a two-week 
span.  The program runs 
from Wednesday to Oct. 
22. 

“[It’s important] to im-
prove short-term health, 
especially for students,” 
said JoAnn Daehler-Mill-
er, dietician for Student 
Health and head of the 
Colorful Choices program. 
“Eating more fruits and 
vegetables can help stu-
dents to stay healthy.”

Students can enroll 
in the program online 
through Health Iowa’s 
website.  Students print 
out a dietary log on 
which they can record the 
amount food they consume 
each day.

Health officials said the 
goal of the program is to 
get participants to eat at 
least five servings of fruits 
and vegetables combined 
each day for 20 days — 
100 servings in all. 

The program Colorful 
Choices reminds students 
to eat a wide variety of 
fruits and vegetables, 
which come in a variety of 
colors.

“I enrolled in the pro-
gram because I like to 
think I eat healthy,” said 
UI senior Caitlyn Craw-

ford. “Even though I eat 
fruits and vegetables, I 
don’t know if I have a var-
ied diet,” 

As of Wednesday eve-
ning, 445 UI students 
were signed up for the 
program.

Daehler-Miller said fac-
ulty, students, and staff 
have participated in sev-
eral previous programs 
on campus geared toward 
eating healthily.  

She said cost for the cur-
rent program is relatively 
low  — less than $2,000 —
because officials used the 
software from previous 
faculty and staff health 
initiatives to expand to 
students.

“It’s fairly low-cost be-
cause the materials were 
purchased before 2003,” 

she said. “We basically 
borrowed them from the 
[previous] faculty and 
staff programs.” 

Daehler-Miller said the 
program isn’t about just 
eating enough fruits and 
vegetables. She said she 
hopes students will take 
it a step further and find 
other ways to be healthier.

“Fruits and vegetables 
aren’t the only thing we 
need to work on,” she said. 
“Weight management is 
a concern. It’s a concern 
because the numbers are 
growing in the general 
population.”

According to the Na-
tional College Health As-
sessment, which assesses 
overall health in colleges 
across the nation — 6 per-
cent of UI students con-
sume five or more servings 
of fruits and vegetables 
per day with 63.2 percent 
consuming between one 
and two servings per day. 
In 2011, only 3.6 percent 
of UI students consumed 
five or more servings of 
fruits and vegetables per 
day. 

She said in Iowa City 
it’s easy to be tempted by 
unhealthy foods. 

“In Iowa City, we have a 
lot of bars,” Daehler-Miller 
said. “People don’t realize 
that what they are eating 
will set them up for the 
future. You can still have 
a really good diet even 
though you’re in the col-

lege mindset.”
UI junior Lynn Rubino, 

who volunteered to raise 
awareness for Colorful 
Choices, said she thinks 
the program will make 
students realize the lack 
of fruits and vegetables in 
their diets.

“It’s going to be a really 
good way to make people 
aware of what they’re eat-
ing,” she said. “This could 
be a wake-up call for the 
students who don’t get the 

right amount of fruits and 
vegetables.”

But eating healthy isn’t 
always easy for college stu-
dents, who have odd sched-
ules and strict budgets.

“I would say most peo-
ple aren’t really interest-
ed,” Crawford said. “If you 
ask a lot of students, they 
will say they are, but won’t 
actually do it. It’s all about 
breaking the barrier and 
getting kids to realize [the 
program] is easy.” 

 The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, October 4, 2012 - 3a

Newsdailyiowan.com for more news

‘Colorful’ program pushes healthier diets

Alex Alwine serves fruit at Burge Marketplace on Wednesday. The Col-
orful Choices initiative has a goal to get students to eat 100 servings of 
fruit in 20 days. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

Colorful Choices 
launches healthy 
eating initiative 
on the University 
of Iowa campus.
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Editorial

Obama, Romney try solutions 
for No Child Left Behind

Remain 
conscious of 
environment

Cartoon

letteRS to the editoR 
may be sent via email 
to daily.iowan.letters@
gmail.com (as text, not as 
attachment). Each letter 
must be signed and 
include an address and 
phone number for veri-
fication. Letters should 
not exceed 300 words. 
The DI will publish only 
one letter per author per 
month. Letters will be 
chosen for publication by 
the editors according to 
space considerations. No 
advertisements or mass 
mailings, please.
GueSt oPinionS that 
exceed 300 words in 
length must be arranged 
with the Opinions editor 
at least three days 
prior to the desired date 
of publication. Guest 
opinions are selected in 
accordance with word 
length, subject rele-
vance, and space consid-
erations.
ReadeR CoMMentS that 
may appear below were 
originally posted on 
dailyiowan.com in response 
to published material. 
They will be chosen for 
print publication when 
they are deemed to be 
well-written and to for-
ward public discussion. 
They may be edited for 
length and style.

Letters / Comments

Your turn.  
Which candidate is better on education?

Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

by SRi Ponnada
sriharshita-ponnada@uiowa.edu
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Politicizing 
crisis wrong

Kinseth Hospitality 
Companies has proposed 
a new 12-story building 
downtown. The struc-
ture would be near the 
intersection of Burling-
ton and Clinton Streets, 
at 320 S. Clinton St., and 
would house two hotels 
— Holiday Inn and 
StayBridge Suites. 

Half of the building 
would house Holiday 
Inn, which will ac-
commodate people for 
shorter periods of time, 
while the other half 
would house Staybridge 
Suites, which is ideal for 
persons who want an 
extended stay. Although 
this is a unique project 
and would possibly lead 
to the development of 
the Riverfront Crossing 
District, part of which 
was damaged by flood-
ing, its construction may 
not be the best idea. 

Every year, ap-
proximately 170,000 
commercial buildings 
are constructed in the 
United States. According 
to the EPA, commercial 
buildings, such as hotels, 
used 49 percent of the 
72 percent of total U.S. 
electricity consumption 
in 2006 for which build-
ings accounted. These 
buildings release carbon 

dioxide into the atmo-
sphere and thus contrib-
uting to the warming of 
our environment. 

Building-related con-
struction and demolition 
debris totals approxi-
mately 160 million tons 
per year, according to the 
EPA — and only around 
20 to 30 percent of that 
debris is recovered for 
processing and recycling.

In addition to that, 
Kinseth stated its 
intention to come to an 
agreement with city offi-
cials to use the parking 
ramp adjacent to the 
property. As we all know, 
Iowa City already has no 
place to park. Where are 
these new people coming 
into town going to put 
their cars?

The city needs to 
invest in new develop-
ment that protects its 
citizens and rejuvenates 
its environment. There 
are many other ways to 
revitalize an area other 
than building fancy 
buildings for businesses. 
Something as simple as 
planting some trees and 
building a small fountain 
to make a park could 
significantly enhance 
Iowa City’s aesthetic ap-
pearance and also invite 
potential investors who 
won’t drastically change 
our city’s dynamic.

by benJi MCelRoy
benjamin-mcelroy@uiowa.edu

A recent article by the 
Wall Street Journal re-
ported that on more and 
more college campuses, 
students are winning the 
right to carry a gun.

It’s been more than 
five years since the mas-
sacre at Virginia Tech 
took 32 lives, yet its af-
tershocks are still being 
felt. Students for Con-
cealed Carry was created 
after the massacre, and 
it continues to push 
for students’ so-called 
right to carry concealed 
firearms on campus. The 
group boasts chapters in 
every state, and yes, that 
includes Iowa.

Its crusade to return 
the ever-vital right 
of concealed firearms 
to victimized college 
students is noble at 
face, except I don’t recall 
where the Constitution 
says holding someone 
else’s life in your hands 
is a right.

In my opinion, groups 
such as Students for 
Concealed Carry polit-
icize the public’s trial 
over guns and need to be 
held responsible for up-
rooting the debate. After 
they strategically pump 
the debate full of emo-
tion, it loses all sense of 
rationality. The response 

to such tragedies as the 
Virginia Tech massacre 
and the more-recent 
Aurora shootings shifts 
from crucial discussions 
of policy to nothing more 
than senseless static.

Finally, months after 
the Aurora shooting, 
a voice of reason has 
emerged from the black 
hole of debate. Stephen 
Barton, a man in that 
Aurora movie theater, 
is calling for stricter 
gun-control laws. When 
the merits of firearms 
are up in the air every-
where else, how does it 
make sense to raise the 
topic on Iowa’s campus 
at all? This is the very 
same campus where 
an uproar over the 
binge-drinking rate took 
place mere weeks ago.

As long as firearms 
are readily available, 
there will be tragedies. 
As long as there are 
tragedies, there will be 
collective fear. As long 
as there is collective 
fear, there will be groups 
waiting to politicize it for 
their gain.

We can’t continue to 
allow this debate to be 
run through the political 
windmill. It’s time for 
firearms to face trial in 
the United States and 
the three-ring circus 
needs kept as far away 
as possible.

Re-elect Congress-
man loebsack 

After reading views about 
Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, 
in the DI on Oct. 1, I wondered 
how much people know how the 
House of Representatives works. 
Because the piece indicated 
that Dave Loebsack hadn’t been 
working directly with the needs 
of Iowans and folks in smaller 
cities, towns and rural areas. 

Incoming U.S. House repre-
sentatives are low people on the 
totem pole.

They get the lesser committee 
assignments and must work their 
way up. That’s predicated on 
an older member leaving office 
voluntarily or being defeated. 
Loebsack has been in Congress 
for six years now. He has done 

his best to reach across the aisle 
to build coalitions with centrist 
legislators. That’s wdifficult.

Dave Loebsack has done a 
great job for helping folks with 
Social Security issues and work-
ing with veterans to get them 
their due benefits when things 
get fouled up in the system.  He’s 
worked very hard for clean wind 
energy and bringing plan-
et-friendly jobs to Iowa. Same 
with crusading for broadband 
coverage in rural areas. Same 
with health-care coverage, 
recruiting doctors, nurses, and 
para-professionals to rural and 
small town Iowa.  

It’s important to realize that 
professionals in these fields are 
penalized for reimbursement 
for care rendered in rural areas 
and the difficulty keeping small 

hospitals open. Try finding a bed 
for a mentally ill person in Iowa 
— beyond difficult.

Dave understands the hard-
ships of poverty, having grown 
up poor, living with his grand-
mother, who raised him and his 
siblings on her Social Security 
income and getting Pell Grants 
so he could get an education. I 
know, because he talked to our 
coordinator and me about non-
profit hospice reimbursement, 
when it was cut by President 
George Bush as he left office.

How can the sick and dying 
be cared for without nonprofit 
hospices? Dave was there for us, 
and I thank him for his service 
and pray for his re-election.

bobbie Paxton

Iowa City resident

hospitality to Penn 
State

As we have our football game 
against Penn State coming up on 
Oct. 20, here is an opportunity 
for the student/adult fans of the 
Hawkeyes to show some class 
and hospitality to our visiting 
fans.

The current players and 
coaches of the Nittany Lions had 
absolutely nothing to do with the 
horrible child-abuse issues in the 
Penn State Athletics Depart-
ment. In fact, these players and 
coaches have given up all of the 
postseason glory and face poten-
tially devastating sanctions to 
their program but chose to stay 
with Penn State out of loyalty 
and dedication to the school.

So wouldn’t it be a classy 
thing to do to show them some 
support when they take the field 
at Kinnick Stadium.  Instead of 
the regular “boos” from the 
student section, wouldn’t it be 
awesome if everyone to stood 
up and saluted the players and 
visiting fans by shouting “Penn 
State, Penn State, Penn State,” 
or something like that?

doug delker

don’t throw it away 
on the doughnuts

Maybe I’m crazy, but I 
strongly feel that the solution 
to overcrowding in the current 
jail is not to throw nearly $47 
million at the problem, thereby 

expanding the capabilities of our 
broken justice system.  
Here’s a proposal: Take $1 mil-
lion, maybe $2 million, and put in 
some safety and security mea-
sures. Maybe even a treadmill 
for the overweight cops (hard to 
stay in shape when you’re not 
chasing real criminals). Some 
screening equipment and fire 
extinguishers shouldn’t set them 
back too much.

Or how about cutting the 
police budget for buying massive 
gas-guzzling trucks that they 
cruise around in all day? Or firing 
the wanna-be SS cops who patrol 
the bars in plainclothes? 

This is our money we’re 
talking about.  Don’t throw it 
away on the doughnut fund.

Jimmer

A report issued by the Department of Education found 
800 Iowa schools and 61 school districts failed to meet 
standards set by the No Child Left Behind Act, but the 
flaws in the system are readily apparent. 

Pam Ehly, the director of instruction for the Iowa City 
School District, said the Annual Yearly Progress stan-
dards under the No Child Left Behind Act “does not 
track the same students year-to-year, and that’s a lim-
itation when a majority of students are making improve-
ments, and to say a school is not doing well does not help 
the child.” Iowa Department of Education Director Ja-
son Glass said he believes the No Child Left Behind Act 
overestimates the number of failing schools in Iowa.

“We do not have 800 failing schools,” he said. “We do 
have some that need help, and we need to better identify 
them.”

The law’s inability to adequately identify underper-
forming schools is problematic. Under the current stan-
dards, schools and school districts that routinely under-
perform can be subject to sanctions as serious as outside 
curriculum reform and even closure.

On the national scene, modifications to the law origi-
nally seen as a step in the right direction for American 
education have become key components of the education 
policies offered by President Obama and his Republican 
challenger, Mitt Romney. 

Obama’s plan, which is in place, has already lifted No 
Child Left Behind requirements in more than half the 
country. It is unclear whether Romney’s proposed re-
forms would have a similarly positive effect. 

Since 2010, the Obama administration has granted 
waivers to 33 states that have chosen to opt out of the 
No Child Left Behind Act. Instead, these states have opt-
ed to develop their own plans that will follow education 

standards set by the Obama administration. Among oth-
er things, these standards will link teacher performance 
to pay and allow poorly performing teachers to be fired; 
public-school curriculum will also be standardized in 
states conforming to the Obama plan.

As it stands, rules passed by the Iowa Legislature pre-
vent the state from receiving a full waiver, meaning Io-
wa’s schools will be subject to the achievement goals set 
by the No Child Left Behind Act going forward, barring 
legislative action on a state level.

Romney’s education policy, as outlined in full in a May 
policy brief titled, “A Chance for Every Child” calls for 
federal funds allocated to educate low-income and spe-
cial-needs students according to Title 1 of the No Child 
Left Behind Act to be given directly to these students, 
who would then be allowed to “buy in” to any local school. 
This program seeks to inject market forces into the ed-
ucation system by giving students what amounts to an 
education voucher and allowing them to shop for schools.

Romney’s plan relies on market principles to improve 
school performance, and it would also seek to improve 
access to information about schools but would not re-
place the No Child Left Behind requirements currently 
in place in Iowa.

Iowa’s current No Child Left Behind conundrum may 
not be solved by the policies of either candidate, but 
Obama is the candidate who is clearly leading the na-
tion away from the intrusive law. Romney’s education 
plan would simply leave the current standards in place, 
leaving Iowa without much hope of breaking free from 
No Child Left Behind.



one-shot measure, distorts 
curriculum and teaching 
as teachers tend to teach 
only to lift the test scores.”

The sanctions of No 
Child Left Behind only 
apply to Title 1 schools, 
which is a type of federal 
funding. Iowa has 205 Ti-
tle 1 funded schools that 
will face the sanctions. 

The state was granted a 
temporary freeze from cer-
tain requirements in June, 
after an application by the 
Iowa Department of Ed-

ucation. Otherwise, even 
more schools would have 
failed to meet the stan-
dards.  Jason Glass, the di-
rector of the state Depart-

ment of Education, also 
thinks the formula used 
to identify the schools, and 
districts in-need-of-assis-
tance needs to be changed.

“We do not have 800 
failing schools; we do have 
some that need help and 
we need to better identify 
them,” he said.

Schools are forced to fol-
low these sanctions, after 
failing to meet standards 
for two years, and face 
certain protocols for each 
year they continue to not 
meet the goals.  Schools in 
this situation must offer 
a choice for students to 
transfer, but experts feel 
this and other stages are 
not very effective.

“We’ve known after the 
first three to five years 
[after No Child Left Be-
hind went into effect] that 
not many parents took 
advantage of the choice 
option, but more students 
used tutoring. There didn’t 
seem to be a great need 
at the local level,” Diane 
Rentner, deputy director 
for the center on education 
policy, said. 

Districts also face sanc-
tions if schools are not up 
to par and must fix the 
situation or face stricter 
penalties.

This year the Iowa City 
School District progressed 
to a delay status, an im-
provement following five 

years of an in-need-of-as-
sistance label.

A district official said 
these policies were helpful 
in making improvements, 
but expressed concerns 
with No Child Left Be-
hind’s formula for access-
ing progress.

“We see [the policies] 
as very helpful as it helps 
us get an in-depth look 
at student achievement,” 
said Pam Ehly, director of 
instruction for the district. 

Ehly said a limitation is 
that standards can’t fol-
low some students as they 
progress.

Glass said the standards 
for Iowa will increase after 
the temporary relief runs 
out since the state was 
unable to get a long-term 
waiver due to state policy. 

The standards will con-
tinue to push Iowa, and oth-
er states, to the 2014 goal of 
100 percent achievement 
for all tested students, a 
goal Glass and experts felt 
was unrealistic.

“If potentially every 
state is granted a waiver 
from a law, then it must 
be fundamentally flawed, 
and then we need to look 
at it,” Glass said.   
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Mammograms
Breast cancer is the sec-
ond-most-common cancer for 
women in the United States, 
after skin cancer. 
• Around 226,870 new cases of 
invasive breast cancer will be 
diagnosed in 2012
• Around 63,300 new cases of 
non-invasive breast cancer will 
be diagnosed in 2012
• Around 39,510 women will die 
of breast cancer in 2012

Source: American Cancer Society

No Child Left 
Behind
Iowa had 800 schools and 61 
school district that failed to 
meet the No Child Left Behind 
standards, including:
• Central Elementary
• Kirkwood Elementary
• Hills Elementary 
• Lucas Elementary
• Roosevelt Elementary
• Twain Elementary 

Source: Iowa State Department of 
Education

examine. 
“Instead of the X-ray 

being perpendicular, the 
beam sweeps, making 
multiple exposures,” said 
Barbara Monsees, the 
head of the American Col-
lege of Radiology Breast 
Imaging Commission.

By providing multiple 
images, doctors looking for 
possible breast cancer are 
able see much more. Using 
the traditional method, 
doctors often found breast 
tissue would overlap and 
obscure less dense areas.

“We can see smaller 
things much better and 
especially see through 
dense breast tissue,” Fa-
jardo said.

Tomosynthesis itself 
is not a new technology; 
however, the switch to a 
digital format and its use 
in breast imaging is new. 

In fact, the UIHC played a 
role in developing the ad-
vanced technology.

“The University of Iowa 
breast radiologists have 
been intensely participat-
ing and providing essen-
tial data in the develop-
ment of Tomosynthesis,” 
Park said.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration approved the 
use of tomosynthesis early 

this year, and the UIHC 
installed its first unit on 
Sept. 10, said Jeong Mi 
Park, a UI clinical pro-
fessor of radiology. The 
unit can provide both the 
new technology as well as 
the traditional methods. 
There is also a unit at the 
Iowa River Landing Clin-
ic, which will be in use 
once the clinic opens. 

Each unit cost the UIHC 
approximately $500,000.

“The technology is rel-
atively inexpensive com-
pared to other radiology 
equipment like CT, MRI, or 
PET scans,” Farjardo said.

Park said women who 
are tested will not physi-
cally feel much of a differ-
ence.

“Patients will not feel 
significant difference from 
the traditional 2-D exam,” 
she said.

Currently, tomosyn-
thesis is still undergoing 
testing. Monsees said it 
is too early to endorse the 
technology, but she holds 

hope that it will prove to 
be beneficial.

“The hope of digital to-
mosynthesis is that it can 
do two things: improve the 
recall rate and to improve 
our ability to find cancer,” 
she said. “If either or both 
of those are true, it certain-
ly may be an advantage 
over whatever we have.”

Even though Monsees 
is hesitant to endorse to-
mosynthesis until all the 
research is in, she believes 
fully in the importance of 
screening for breast can-
cer.

Park stressed the impor-
tance of early detection.

“It is very important to 
find out breast cancer be-
fore it gets to the clinical 
stage and at its curable 
stage,” Park said.

And in honor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
the UIHC is offering 
Walk-In Wednesdays, on 
which women can receive 
a mammogram without an 
appointment. 

The need for early de-
tection is part of the rea-
son why Walk-In Wednes-
days were created in the 
first place. Last year, 
roughly 30-40 women took 
advantage of the Walk-In 
Wednesday program each 
Wednesday. Fajardo said 
she hopes to see that num-
ber double this year.

“We found that certain 
populations of women in 
our community weren’t 
undergoing regular breast 
cancer screening, so we 
tried to be creative and 
make it a little more con-
venient for them during 
breast cancer awareness 
month in October,” she 
said. 

MAMMogrAMs
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A new breast tomosynthesis scanner is seen at the UIHC on Wednesday. 
The scanner takes three-dimensional scans of the breast. (The Daily 
Iowan/Ian Servin)

Leadership School to pro-
vide them with extensive 
syllabi, credentials of in-
structors, and other infor-
mation that would qual-
ify courses offered by the 
school for academic credit.

Bruce Palmer, director 
of admission and market-
ing at the school, in a brief 
email wrote that the Out-
door Leadership School 

has already provided the 
UI with the required doc-
uments and believes it is 
common for universities 
to re-evaluate programs 
offered.

“All of our interactions 
with the university have 
been very cordial and pro-
fessional,” he wrote in an 
email. “We look forward to 
continuing that relation-
ship.”

One expert says while 
UI’s decision to re-evaluate 
the program is a good one, 
more needs to be done to 
make study abroad safer.

Sheryl Hill, founding 
director of ClearCause 
Foundation — an orga-
nization that advocates 
for safety in study abroad 
programs — said there 
is strong need for federal 
oversight of study-abroad 
programs, which currently 
doesn’t exist. 

“We discovered there 
were no federal oversight, 
no disqualification, no 
guidelines, and no trans-
parent reporting,” Hill 
said, whose son died while 
he was on a study-abroad 
program in 2007. “U.S. De-

partment of State has the 
power and the authority to 
sanction programs that put 
foreign-exchange students 
at risk in America. Equal 
rights, to sanction pro-
grams that put American 
students at risk abroad, 
are non-existent.”

She cited University of 
Minnesota as being one 
of the only 15 universities 
that has a study-abroad 
director totally dedicated 
to health and safety. 

The University of Min-
nesota, she said, has never 
offered credits for Outdoor 

Leadership School cours-
es.

Hill added that she 
doesn’t aim to be a “buzz-
kill” for study abroad but 
emphasized that more 
needs to be done.

“I have been cautioned, 
that in the study abroad 
industry, these are not 
kids, these are young 
adults,” Hill said, referring 
to the students who opt to 
study-abroad. “Well, let 
me tell you. When Thomas 
Plotkin died, his mother 
still said that was her kid. 
She doesn’t say that was 

my adult child. They are 
our kids.” 

sChooLs
CONTINUED fROm 1A

NoLs
The number of students who 
have signed up for National 
Outdoor Leadership School 
courses in the fall semester has 
decreased in 2012. 

2010: 506
2011: 575
2012: 545

Source: Bruce Palmer, director of 
admissions at National Outdoor

 Leadership School

No ChiLd
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wants to provide, but may 
not be able to purchase. 

“We have a strong need 
for toilet paper and oth-
er items such as laundry 
detergent, baby diapers, 
and stuff like that,” she 
said. “We are not able to 
purchase those with our 
funds, but we are able to 
provide them through do-
nations and drives like 
this.”

Hauser said toilet paper 
is one of the most request-
ed non-food items at the 
food bank. She said last 
year’s drive brought in 
more than 350 pounds of 
toilet paper, or 1,660 indi-
vidual rolls. 

Hauser said an excep-
tion to the funding re-
strictions exists for finan-
cial donors’ money that 
state specify they wish 
for their donation to be 
spent on non-food items, 
like toilet paper. She said 
in that case, the center is 
able to use the donation to 
purchase items at a price 
slightly below retail.  She 
stressed the Crisis Cen-
ter’s services are available 
to anyone in need. 

“We do not have any re-
strictions for our clients 
to be helped in the Food 
Bank,” she said. “Our cli-
ents are able to determine 
when they’re in need.”

Hauser said some local 
businesses are helping 
with the center’s month-
long event, including Iowa 
City Landscaping and 
Garden Center, which is 
helping local charitable 

organizations such as the 
Crisis Center by throwing 
a benefit event. This week-
end’s Iowa City Land-
scaping Open House and 
Benefit is designed to aid 
the Crisis Center, the Do-
mestic Violence Interven-
tion Program, and Shelter 
House. 

Iowa City Landscaping 
store manager Dena Da-
vis said this is the second 
year they’ve held the an-
nual open house.

“Last year, it was very 
successful; we were very 
happy with the amount 
of donations we collected,” 
she said. “We look forward 
to getting more supplies 
for them this year.” 

Hauser said the Crisis 

Center received more than 
200 rolls of toilet paper 
last year through the open 
house. 

Davis said the store, 
which began accepting 
donations for the bene-
fit Monday, has received 
many items, including toi-
let paper, diapers, and a 
winter coat. She said cus-
tomers were receptive last 
year to the donation-dis-
count incentive — custom-
ers receive a discount at 
the store if they bring in 
an item on the “wish list,” 
a combined list of items of 
which the three organiza-
tions are in need.  

“We were more than 
pleased to be able to do it 
this year,” she said. “We 

look forward to getting 
more supplies for them 
this year.”

Kristie Doser, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Domestic Violence Inter-
vention Program, said the 
open house helped her or-
ganization better provide 
for the approximately 40 
people per night to whom 
they provide shelter. 

“The thing I love about 
Iowa City Landscaping 
and other local businesses 
is they try to come up with 
creative ways to support 
us,” she said. “And by do-
ing a drive like this, they 
really get to some basic 
needs that can be very ex-
pensive for our program.”

Crisis 
CeNter
CONTINUED fROm 1A



6A - The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, October 4, 2012



 The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, October 4, 2012 - 7A



Daily Break
8A - The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, October 4, 2012 “ When a true genius appears, you can know him by 

this sign: that all the dunces are in a confederacy 
against him. ”- Jonathan Swift 

hungry?
Check out the Daily Iowan Dining Guide 

only at dailyiowan.com

today’s events
Submit An event
Want to see your special event appear 
here? Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

• Preschool Story Time, 10:30 
a.m., Iowa City Public Library, 123. S. 
Linn

• Beadology Open Lab, 4 p.m., Be-
adology Iowa, 220 E. Washington

• Yousuf Saeed lecture, 5 p.m., 
1117 University Capitol Centre

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
John Koethe, poetry, 5 p.m., Prairie 
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Spay-ghetti and No Balls Din-
ner and Auction, 5:30 p.m., Old Brick, 
26 E. Market

• Thursday Theater Talk: Man-
ning Up, 5:30 p.m., Riverside Theat, 
213 N. Gilbert

• Country Dance Lessons, 6:30 
p.m., Wildwood, 4919 Walleye

• Fall 2012 Proseminar in Cine-
ma and Culture, “The Moving Im-
age Among the Arts,” 6:30 p.m., 101 
Becker 

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Alice Kessler-Harris and William 
Chafe, nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie 

Lights
• Beasts of the Southern Wild, 7 

p.m., Bijou
• L. Hunter Lovins, president 

and founder of natural capitalism 
solutions, 7:30 p.m., W10 Pappajohn 
Business Building

• Open Mike Night, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque

• UI School of Music Presents 
Symphony Band/Concert Band Per-
formance, 7:30 p.m., IMU second-floor 
ballroom

• Jon Eric, Yacht Club, 8 p.m., 13 
S. Linn

• Rink of Red, Gallery Series, 8 
p.m., Theater Building Theater B 

• Thursday Night Music, Statue of 
Liberty, 8 p.m., Uptown Bill’s

• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E. 
Washington

• Campus Activities Board Film, 
That’s My Boy, 11 p.m., 348 IMU

uitv schedule Campus channel 4,
cable channel 17

6:30 p.m. Iowa Sports Magazine, 
highlights and features in Hawkeye 
athletics, produced by Hawkeye Ath-
letics

7 Java Blend, performance at the 
Java House presented by Iowa Pub-
lic Radio and UITV

8:15 Iowa Summer Music Camps 
Piano Concert, June 22

9 Iowa Sports Magazine, high-
lights and features in Hawkeye ath-
letics, produced by Hawkeye Athlet-

ics
9:30 Daily Iowan TV News
9:45 Ueye, student life and activ-

ities
10 Iowa Sports Magazine, high-

lights and features in Hawkeye ath-
letics, produced by Hawkeye Athlet-
ics

10:30 Daily Iowan TV News
10:45 Java Blend, performance at 

the Java House presented by Iowa 
Public Radio and UITV

horoscopes thursday, October 4, 2012
– by Eugenia Last

ArieS March 21-April 19: Reassess your work before moving forward — you must leave no room for er-
ror. Discuss your plans for the future with someone influential or knowledgeable regarding future 
trends. Personal change must be made for the right reason. Check your motives.
tAuruS April 20-May 20: A partnership may make your job difficult if you cannot agree. Don’t argue 
when it may be time to go your separate ways — at least where money or business comes into play. 
Love is highlighted, but romantically, your vision may be clouded.
gemini May 21-June 20: Don’t show your vulnerability. Uncertainty will be a mark against you when it 
comes to your position or personal status. Focus on knowledge and exploring new possibilities that 
will help you advance and improve your lifestyle.
CAnCer June 21-July 22: Don’t overspend, overdo, or exaggerate to impress someone who interests 
you. You will be appreciated for your good qualities if you present exactly who you are, what you 
believe in, and what your goals are for the future.
LeO July 23-Aug. 22: Choose your words carefully. It’s better to be silent than to have regrets. You will 
fall behind if you are too busy debating senseless topics; let discipline lead to victory. Stay busy 
doing what’s important, and you will discover a brighter future.
virgO Aug. 23-Sept. 22: Tie up loose ends, and address pending problems. Love is in the stars, but 
being honest about the way you feel and what you want will be necessary if you want to reach your 
personal goals. Home improvement will pay off.
LibrA Sept. 23-Oct. 22: Make alterations at home that will allow you greater freedom to expand an 
interest. Investigate an idea you have, and elaborate on a plan that will help you achieve a goal. 
Take precautions if you are doing something that requires physical exertion.
SCOrPiO Oct. 23-Nov. 21: Reassess your personal and professional positions, and decide what you 
can do to regain a loss you incurred or to add to a service you already offer. Be honest regarding 
the possibilities, or you may find it difficult to reach your goals.
SAgittAriuS Nov. 22-Dec. 21: Offer assistance, and you will impress someone you want to work 
alongside. An interest in someone may run deeper than you admit to yourself or others. Consider 
the changes you must make at home or personally before you can follow your dreams.
CAPriCOrn Dec. 22-Jan. 19: Don’t push your will on others; you are likely to meet with aggressive 
reactions. Learn from past mistakes, and bide your time until you are certain you are doing the 
right thing. Don’t let love cost you emotionally or financially.
AQuAriuS Jan. 20-Feb. 18: Check out your options. A chance to secure your position or to make 
extra cash is apparent. Making changes at home that add to your comfort and happiness will also 
enhance a relationship that is important to you.
PiSCeS Feb. 19-March 20: Find an outlet or a place to show your attributes. Getting involved in social 
activities that put you in the limelight will help raise your profile, but it might cause some prob-
lems with someone feeling threatened.

25 Working titles 
for Taken 2:

• Taken, Too
• Taken Again

• ReTaken
• Taken It 2 the Next 

Level
• Taken 2: Electric 

Boogaloo
• Taken, Not Stirred

• Taken Reloaded
• Taken 2: Take 

Harder
• Taken 2: Just Keep 

Her This Time
• 2 Fast 2 Taken

• Taken 2: Armed and 
Fabulous

• I Still Know What 
You Took Last Summer

• Taken 2: Taken Out 
the Eurotrash

• Taken 2: Contractu-
al Obligation

• Taken 2 Soon?
• Taken 2, Part 1
• Taken 2: Many 

Blows to the Head
• Taken 2: And Call 
Me in the Morning
• Look Who’s Taken 2

• Taken 2: The Ex-
treme

• Why are you Taken 
me to see this again?

• Taken 2: Havana 
Nights

• Release The Taken
• Taken My Wife, 

Please
• Took

 - Andrew R. Juhl 
thanks everyone who 
provided ideas for this 
Ledge on his Facebook 

wall.

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the 
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the 
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the 
University of Iowa.
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it’S A JuggLe Out there

Jeremy Swist practices juggling on the the Pentacrest on Wednesday. Swist is a member 
of the UI Juggling Club. (The Daily Iowan/Nicholas Fanelli)
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Chile (3-1). In others, it 
wasn’t nearly so dominant. 
Argentina blasted Canada 
during the first match, 6-0.

But the adjustments 

she and her team learned 
to make spanned more in-
depth than just a game 
at a time. Canada found 
itself in the Pan-Am final 
against Argentina. The 
Canadians put up a bet-
ter fight but dropped a 2-1 
heartbreaker to the cham-
pions. Johansen tallied the 

lone goal for Canada in 
the match.

“It wasn’t so much our 
opponents that was the 
big difference,” the Iowa 
junior said. “It was the 
way our team played.”

The adjustments Johan-
sen’s team made translat-
ed to Grant Field on Sun-

day, where, with the help 
of her stout defense, Iowa 
downed the Buckeyes, 2-1.

After having a week to 
help transition back with 
the Black and Gold team-
mates, Johansen made a 
nearly seamless return to 
the Hawkeyes home pitch, 
nestling back into her de-

fensive position where 
she performed with newly 
found confidence.

“It felt a little weird at 
practice at first,” Johansen 
said. “But I felt good once 
we got to the game.”

The importance of the 
Canadian’s return was no-
ticeable on Sunday, head 

coach Tracey Griesbaum 
said. Being able to transi-
tion as she has makes the 
head coach confident as 
the team moves forward.

“She’s another three-
year starting defender 
who’s super athletic and 
strong,” Griesbaum said. 
“She didn’t skip a beat.”
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Missouri Valley 18s when 
being recruited. White at-
tracted attention from the 
likes of DePaul, Butler, 
and Xavier, but UI was the 
only university that leav-
ing high school early was 
an option.

“It helped me come into 
the fall [season] and be 
better. High-school tennis 
in Iowa isn’t as strong as 
other states,” White said. 
“I wouldn’t get as much 
practice and competition if 
I wasn’t here at Iowa.”

White redshirted when 
he first came to the UI, but 
he was still able to partic-
ipate in practice with the 
team during the Big Ten 

season. He said the experi-
ence of being on an NCAA 
team made a difference in 
his development as a play-
er but also helped him ad-
just to college life.

That extra time spent 
with the team is beginning 
to pay off. This year, White 
has accumulated four wins 
in single’s tournament 
play — more than he had 
his previous two seasons 
at Iowa combined. He has 

also notched two doubles 
wins thus far, giving him 
six total on the year — a 
number good enough to be 
tied for the team lead in 
overall wins.

“One of his weaknesses 
has been his backhand, 
but I think he’s gotten 
that corralled to the point 
where he’s pretty confident 
with that now,” Houghton 
said. “He’s become a good 
all-around player. Before 

he was a little bit one-di-
mensional and didn’t have 
an identity with his game. 
Now he has a good sense of 
how to play strategically.”

His confidence on the 
court has rubbed off on 
one of his teammates and 
doubles partners, junior 
Chase Tomlins.

“In our doubles match-
es, he looks confident,” 
Tomlins said. “It helps me 
as his partner.”

White’s improvement 
in confidence on the court 
and overall refined play, 
Houghton expects White 
to emerge as a standout 
this fall.

“I think he’s matured a 
lot over the years,” Hough-
ton said. “You never know 
when someone is going to 
take a big jump. He seems 
to be taking a pretty big 
one right now.”



The average high-school student nor-
mally starts thinking about which col-
lege to attend in the fall or winter of her 
or his senior year and normally comes 
to a decision late in the winter or early 
spring. This wasn’t the case for current 
Iowa men’s tennis junior, Joey White.

White made the decision in the be-
ginning of the winter of 
his senior year to relin-
quish his final semes-
ter at Kennedy High 
School in Cedar Rapids 
to enroll at the UI in the 
spring of 2010.

“I talked about it 
with my family and 
coach [head coach Steve 
Houghton]” White said. 
“It seemed like a good 
way to improve my tennis and help my 
academics progress quicker than if I had 
waited and stayed for my last semester 
of high school.”

Houghton agreed it was a good move 
to join Iowa while the rather than play 
for Kennedy in the spring.

“A semester of work here would ad-
vance him further, faster,” Houghton 
said. “He’s probably a semester ahead of 
where he would have been otherwise.”

White was the Mississippi Valley Play-
er of the Year as a junior and led Kenne-
dy to a state title. He was ranked as high 
as No. 16 in the U.S. Tennis Association 

SPORTS thursday, october 4, 2012

Where blitz is foreign
White 
makes 
tennis 
Junior Joey White gave 
up his final high-school 
season in order to train 
with the Iowa men’s ten-
nis team. Now he’s tied for 
the team lead in overall 
wins.

Iowa defensive linebacker Carl Davis rushes Minnesota quarterback Max Shortell at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 29. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

The Iowa defense, despite expectations, is not blitzing much more under new 
coordinator Phil Parker.
By Sam Louwagie
samuel-louwagie@uiowa.edu

Defender’s return aids field hockey ‘Mama’ 
lives up to 
name

By Ryan PRoBaSco
ryan-probasco@uiowa.edu

Senior women’s golfer 
Kristi Cardwell acts as 
a mother figure to her 
young, inexperienced 
teammates and earns the 
nickname ‘Mama Hawk.’

Karli Johansen challenges goalie Kelsey Boyce in the field-hockey Black and Gold scrimmage at Grant Field on Aug. 15. 
Johansen recently returned from a stint with the Canadian national team. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Karli Johansen’s 
return to the Hawk-
eye field-hockey 
team from the 
Canadian national 
team has helped 
make a stout de-
fense better.

By cody goodwin
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

See JoHanSen, 9a

See wHiTe, 9a

white
Hawkeye junior

iowa noTeBooK

Phil Parker is not new to the Iowa football program. 
Sure, he’s the new defensive coordinator this year. But he 

was on staff for the 13 season before that. So maybe it shouldn’t 
come as a surprise that blitzing — or the lack thereof — is 
still a hot topic among fans frustrated by a lack of pressure on 
opposing QBs. 

Parker said the Hawkeyes are blitzing on about 17 or 18 per-
cent of their defensive snaps, which is right where they were in 
the past few years. 

“Well, you always like to have a lot more pressure at times, 
but I think sometimes when you bring a little pressure, you 
give up a chance for an explosive play,” he said on Tuesday. 
“Eliminate the big plays; that’s the biggest thing.”

It’s a familiar philosophy to Iowa fans, though it’s hard to 
argue with the results this season. The Hawkeye defense is sec-
ond best in the Big Ten through five weeks, allowing just 315 

yards per game. That’s despite the fact that it is 10th in the 
conference in sacks.

Iowa sacked Minnesota quarterback Max Shortell twice 
on Sept. 29, both on blitzes by linebackers James Morris and 
Christian Kirksey. 

“We just capitalized,” Kirksey said. “It looks a lot better when 
you blitz when you get to the quarterback. We just succeeded 
with our opportunities.”

Morris said the sacks weren’t a result of more blitzes being 
called, but the players getting to the quarterback faster. 

“They’re appropriately timed,” he said. “The coaches do a 
great job calling them. I’m not complaining; I’ll go get sacks. We 
don’t do it very often, so when we do it, you have to do a good 
job. You do it for a reason.”

Parker said it mostly came down to his gut feeling when — 
and how often — Iowa would call a blitz. 

“It depends on the timing of it, the situation of the game, and 
how you feel,” he said. “A lot of times, you kind of understand a 
little bit what they’re doing. It’s a feel of the game.”

MORe aT DaILYIOWaN.COM
THREE IOWA SOCCER PLAYERS were named 

to the Midseason Big Ten Top-20 team on 
Wednesday. 

There came a point during 
the Iowa field-hockey game 
Sunday when the defense was 
placed on its heels.

No. 16 Ohio State was lead-
ing, 1-0, because of a seem-
ingly lucky shot by Peanut 
Johnson. The Buckeyes were 
threatening again midway 
through the second half, or-
chestrating their potent of-
fensive attack.

But while the visitors were 
streaking down the western 
side of Iowa’s Grant Field, 
they were confronted by the 
stout defense of Karli Johan-
sen. The junior was able to 
make a clean stab at the ball 
with her stick, gain control, 
and push the newly gained 
Iowa possession back up the 
field to Dani Hemeon.

The fluency of the en-
counter and exchange made 
it seem as if Johansen had 
played every minute of the 
season with her team. But 
it was the North Vancouver, 
B.C., native’s first game with 

the No. 11 Hawkeyes after 
missing the previous five 
games.

“What she brings to the 
game is slightly different 
than some of the people who 
were playing in that role,” 
Iowa senior goalkeeper Kath-
leen McGraw said. “It was 
nice having her back.”

After having played with 
the Canadian Junior Nation-
al Team during the summer, 
Johansen, a junior, got the op-
portunity to help Canada to 
a silver medal at the Junior 
Pan-American Champion-
ships in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
Canada finished with a record 
of 3-2-1, with its two losses 

coming at the hands of even-
tual champions Argentina.

The opportunity, Johansen 
said, was something she’ll 
never forget. The results 
turned out to be surprising to 
the Canadian Junior Team, 
too. The team hadn’t real-
ly practiced with each other 
since the summer workouts.

“[The transition] was kind 
of difficult,” Johansen said. 
“We were all coming from 
different places. It took a few 
games for us to mesh and get 
used to each other again.”

The Canadian team only 
had one practice in Mexico 
prior to taking the pitch for 
its first game, against Brazil. 

This pressure made the team 
adjust on the fly, which was 
Johansen’s personal take-
away from the international 
experience.

The number and variety of 
skills each country brought to 
competition was a bit rattling 
at first. Teams such as Ar-
gentina and Mexico brought 
separate styles of play to the 
Pan-Ams. But it was the way 
Johansen and Canada re-
sponded, she said, that made 
the difference.

Some games, the re-
sponse was flawless. Canada 
claimed huge wins over Bra-
zil (7-0), Mexico (5-0), and 

Junior transfer Anna DePalma didn’t 
know anyone when she first stepped onto 
the Iowa campus this past summer. Se-
nior golfer Kristi Cardwell knew the new 
student from Hawaii could use a friend.

“She hung out with me when I was on 
my recruiting trip,” De-
Palma said. “We kept in 
contact, and since then, 
she’s included me in ev-
erything.”

Cardwell, a Kokomo, 
Ind., native, also saw 
that DePalma’s living 
situation was in ques-
tion if she decided to 
attend Iowa. It just so 
happened that Cardwell and her senior 
teammate Gigi DiGrazia had extra space 
in their home.

“They knew I didn’t want to live in 
the dorms so they offered me their extra 
room,” DePalma said.

By Kevin gLuecK
kevin-glueck@uiowa.edu

cardwell
Hawkeye senior

Log on to dailyiowan.com to finish 
reading about cardwell and the 
iowa women’s golf team.
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For the love oF hops

Kyle Meeks sips on his home-brewed Impe-
rial Plum Stout as he stands in his Iowa 
City kitchen and pets his dog. The scent of 
roasting pumpkins wafts from the oven, 

pumpkins destined for his latest homebrewed beer. 
Seven kinds of malted barley, hops, and various other 
ingredients cover his table.

“I brew things like this stout, bacon beer, and a 
pumpkin beer that’s a different type to what’s on the 
market,” Meeks said. “I homebrew to make things 
that you just can’t buy in the grocery stores.”

What started as a yearning for more styles of beer 
led to a robust homebrewing scene throughout the 
state and has spurred growth in the last decade. To-
day, Iowa has more than 30 operating breweries, with 
several others hoping to open in the coming years.

Saturday’s 17th-annual Iowa City Brewfest will 
feature at least nine Iowa breweries, along with beer 
from across the country and the world. The festival is 
not new, but the prevalence of Iowa-brewed beer is, 
said Doug Alberhasky, the manager of John’s Grocery, 
401 E. Market St., who puts on the festival.

“It has really exploded,” he said, describing the mi-
crobrewing scene.

From the grass roots — homebrewing
Iowa’s recent growth in the microbrewing industry 

started small — in six- to 10-gallon batches brewed 
across the state by homebrewers. Their inspiration? 
They wanted to drink good beer, which many said was 
hard to find.

“For years, Iowa was an underserved market,” said 
Meeks, who has been a homebrewer for more than a 
decade. “We had three or four actual breweries, and 
we didn’t have that much that was coming in from out 
of the state.” 

The state had around three or four actual brewer-
ies, he said, with few brands being imported from oth-
er parts of the country. So Meeks and many other beer 
enthusiasts started making it themselves.

“I think that has led to a great thing for homebrew-
ers, that lack of supply drove us to demand our own, 
and we started making our own and … cream of the 
crop, I guess you get a lot of great people doing it,” 
Meeks said.

Brewing at home is easier and cheaper than most 
people think, he said.

17th Annual Iowa City 
Brew Fest
Part of the Northside Oktoberfest
When: Saturday, 12–4:00 p.m.
Where: Pagliai’s Parking Lot, 302 
E. Bloomington St.
Cost: $20 in advance, $25 at the door.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ADAM WESLEY
adambwesley@gmail.com

MORe ONlINe
TO SEE MORE PHOTOS, A 

MULTIMEDIA PIECE AND AN  
INTERACTIvE MAP, vISIT 

DAILYIOWAN.COM/IOWABREWS

DESIGN BY ALLIE WRIGHT/THE DAILY IOWAN

Cedar Rapids Beer Nuts 
Homebrew Festival
When: Saturday, October 13, 2-6:00 p.m.
Where: Benz Beverage Depot, 501 7th 
Avenue, SE, Cedar Rapids
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door.

IN HEAVEN THERE IS NO 
BEER, BUT IN EASTERN 
IOWA, THERE’S PLENTY. 

WHAT MAKeS A FAMIlY?

SEE BeeR, 6B

Iowa beer website
Go to dailyiowan.com/iowabrews 
for more photos and multimedia 
for this week’s cover story.

ZACH WAHLS WILL RETURN HOME TO IOWA CITY THIS 
WEEkEND TO SHARE HIS IDEAS ON fAMILY. PAGE 5B



Michaelson to 
appear at the 
Englert 

Musical sensation Ingrid Mi-
chaelson will promote her new 
album Human Again to a sold-out 
show in Iowa City this weekend.

The concert is scheduled for 
8 p.m. Saturday in the Englert 
Theater, 221 E. Washington St. 
Admission is $25 in advance, $28 
at the door.

Michaelson — best-known for 
her songs about love and re-
lationships, such as “The Way 
I Am” and “Maybe” — took a 
more vulnerable approach with 
her recent album, on which she 
struggled find a place in her life 
in which she was happy again.

The music on “Human Again” 
shifts from an orchestral tone to 
something with more percussion 
while featuring her voice.

With this album, she wanted 
to concentrate on “singing out,” 
which one doesn’t normally hear 
on her previous records.

The Staten Island native has 
been surrounded by music since 

she was a little girl. Her father, 
Carl Michaelson, a classical-mu-
sic composer, had his daughter 
take piano lessons starting at 
5, and she also starred in school 
plays.

She studied musical theater 
at the State University of New 
York-Binghamton, and she often 
performed at a local coffeehouse 
where she was a barista.

One day, Michaelson received 
a call from a music manager who 
discovered the musician’s music 
on her MySpace page, and since 

then, her career has taken off.
Her music has been played on 

such TV shows as “Grey’s Anat-
omy,” “So You Think You Can 
Dance,” and “American Idol.” 

She has sold more than 
800,000 albums and 3 million 
singles.

Her music has continued to 
excite her fans, including her 
recent album, which reached No. 
1 on iTunes and Top 5 on the Bill-
board sales chart its first week.

— by Samantha Gentry

By Justus Flair
justus-flair@uiowa.edu

Dancing and bullfight-
ing may seem like an odd 
combination and even a 
little dangerous, but both 
will occur this weekend 
in the University of Iowa 
Theater Building.

Audiences will be able 
to witness the unusual 
mix this weekend at the 
performance of Rink of 
Red, a drama written by 
UI student and play-
wright Eva Adderley. 
Playgoers can attend the 
début at 8 p.m. Friday in 
Theater B. Performances 
will also occur at 2 and 8 
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Oct.7. 

“It really is just a 
commentary on violence 
through bullfighting,” 
Rink of Red director Mark 
Smolyar said. “We’re able 
to see that it’s not just 
black and white — there’s 
always more than one an-
gle to see things. There’s 
beauty and art, and tradi-
tion, not just violence.”

Smolyar — a first-time 
director in the Gallery 
Series, plays written, 
produced, directed, acted, 
etc., by UI students — 
said he recognized the 
complex nature of the 
script and the difficulty it 
presented. The challenge 
and what he described as 
the wonderfully written 
work drew him in.

“[The script] was just 
beautiful, intriguing,” 
he said. “[Adderley] had 
created — even on the 
page — this interesting 
atmosphere. Reading it, it 
seemed like such chal-
lenge. It was intimidating 
in a very good way.” 

During the auditions, 
actor Alyssa Perry, who 
was eventually cast in the 
show, also recognized the 
artistry of the script. 

“In the callback, I audi-
tioned with the first scene 
of the play,” she said. “The 
relationship between the 
two characters was so 

dynamic — I loved the ten-
sion and energy of it all.”

To most, staging a bull-
fight in a small theater 
without any actual bulls 
would seem an incredibly 
difficult task. As soon as 
Smolyar’s submission for 
the Gallery Series was 
approved, he began plan-
ning how his ideas would 
come to life. 

“The show soon con-
sumed my life,” he said.

Actors in the produc-
tion soon became con-
sumed by the show as 
well. Rehearsals for a 
Gallery production typi-
cally run 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
six nights a week. The 
performers, however, say 
they were happy to devote 
their time.

“I’m a senior this year, 
and I haven’t auditioned 
for anything before, so it’s 
cool to be involved with 
something like this,” said 
Korey Brown, who will 
play one of the show’s 
four main characters this 
weekend. 

In addition to not hav-
ing a single main front-
man, Red of Rink lacks a 
villain or even a hero.

“The play really doesn’t 

have a main protagonist,” 
Smolyar said. 

Instead, he said, the 
show focuses on four 
people in the bullfighting 
town of Bezier and their 
personal stories. 

“We’re seeing this 
through such an objective 
lens that there isn’t really 
a bad guy,” he said.

The actors kept the 
script under lock and 
key during the rehearsal 
process, so no one outside 
of the cast and crew knew 
how the show is going to 
work without a clear pro-
tagonist or antagonist.

“They kept it pretty 
top secret — the script — 
they didn’t want anyone 
to know,” Brown said. “It 
gives it an air of mys-
tery — lots of twists and 
turns.”

But going to such great 
lengths to protect the 
integrity of the script is 
one of the ways the actors 
said they show their devo-
tion the production.

“It’s been great to be 
able to dive this deep into 
a script,” Smolyar said. 
“[Adderley] put so much 
poetry into the words but 
kept it realistic.” 

weekend events
MoviES | MuSic | wordS | FilM
dancE | thEatEr | lEcturES
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today 10.4

Friday 10.5

Saturday 10.6

Sunday 10.7

MuSic
•  open Mike night, 7 
p.m., uptown Bill’s, 730 S. 
dubuque St.
• Symphony Band/concert 
Band Performance, 7:30 
p.m., iMu second-floor 
ballroom
• Jon Eric, Yacht club, 8 
p.m., 13 S. linn
• thursday night Music, Stat-
ue of liberty, 8 p.m., uptown 
Bill’s
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. washington

wordS
• “the Popular Soundscape 
and visual culture of a Sufi 
Shrine: hazrat nizamuddin, 
delhi,” Yousuf Saeed, 5 
p.m., 1117 university capitol 
center
• “live from Prairie 
lights,” John Koethe, poet-
ry, 5 p.m., Prairie lights, 15 
S. dubuque
• “live from Prairie 
lights,” alice Kessler-har-
ris and william chafe, 
nonfiction, 7 p.m., Prairie 
lights

FilM
• Fall 2012 Proseminar 
in cinema and culture, 
“the Moving image among 
the arts,” 6:30 p.m., 101 
Becker
• Beasts of the Southern 
Wild, 7 and 9 p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board 
Film, That’s My Boy, 11 p.m., 
348 iMu

thEatEr
•  thursday theater talk, 
Manning up, 5:30 p.m., 
riverside theater, 213 n. 
Gilbert
• Rink of Red, Gallery 
Series, 8 p.m., theater 
Building theater B 

MiScEllanEouS
• Beadology open lab, 4 
p.m., Beadology iowa, 220 
E. washington
• Spay-ghetti and no Balls 
dinner and auction, 5:30 
p.m., old Brick, 26 E. Mar-
ket St.
• country dance lessons, 
6:30 p.m., wildwood, 4919 
walleye drive S.E.

MuSic
• Jon Bon Jovi special 
acoustic performance, 3:30 
p.m., hubbard Park
• ui School of Music Pres-
ents nina assimakopoulos, 
7:30 p.m., university capi-
tol center recital hall 
• ui School of Music Pres-
ents the Britain/Moore duo, 
7:30 p.m., riverside recital 
hall
• Blue dog, 9 p.m., wild-
wood

wordS
• international writing Pro-
gram Panel, noon, iowa city 
Public library, 123 S. linn
• iowa city Foreign rela-
tions coucil, ramaswami 
Balasubramaniam, founder, 
vivikenda Youth Movement, 
noon, congregational united 
church of christ, 30 n. 
clinton
• international writing 
Program Shambaugh house 
reading, 5 p.m., Shambaugh 
house
• worldcanvass, “the lati-

no Midwest,” 5 p.m., 2780 
university capitol center
• campus activities Board 
cultural, GlBt Speaker 
Zach wahls, 8 p.m., iMu 
Main lounge 

FilM
• They Call it Myanmar, 7 
p.m., Bijou
• Alps, 9 p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board 
Film, That’s My Boy, 11 p.m., 
348 iMu

thEatEr
• Rink of Red, Gallery Se-
ries, 8 p.m., theater B

MiScEllanEouS
• chess Group, 1 p.m., 
uptown Bill’s
• Knitting nurse, 2 p.m., 
home Ec workshop, 207 n. 
linn
Museum of art First Friday, 
5 p.m., hotelvetro, 201 S. 
linn
• Bead challenge reception 
and Fundraiser, 5 p.m., 
Beadology iowa

MuSic
• irish Sessions, 4:30 p.m., 
uptown Bill’s
• Saturday night Music, 
terrapin isle, 7 p.m., up-
town Bill’s
• 8 Seconds, 9 p.m., wild-
wood
• Summit Keys, 10 p.m., the 
Summit, 10 S. clinton St.

wordS
• “Economic democracy in 
action: after capitalism,” 
5 p.m., iowa city Public 
library

FilM
• Alps, 4 and 8 p.m., Bijou
• campus activities Board 
Film, That’s My Boy, 8 and 
11 p.m., 348 iMu

thEatEr
• Rink of Red, Gallery Se-
ries, 8 p.m., theater B

MiScEllanEouS
• Farmers’ Market 40th 
anniversary art Project, 8 
a.m., chauncey Swan Park
• Backyard abundance Ed-
ucational Sessions, 9 a.m., 
chauncey Swan Park
• hawk watch, 9 a.m., Stain-
brooke State Preserve and 
raptor center at Macbride 
nature recreation area
• 50-Plus Singles Group, 
9:30 a.m., Midtown Family 
restaurant no. 2, 1069 
highway 1 w.
• hoe-down throwdown, 3 
p.m., hubbard Park
• Milongo en El centro, 7:30 
p.m., Senior center, 28 S. linn

MuSic
• ui School of Music 
Presents Piano Sunday with 
Professor Jason Sifford and 
Professor alan huckleber-
ry’s studio, 1:30 p.m., old 
capitol Museum
• taizé Evensong, 5 p.m., 
old Brick, 26 E. Market
• ui School of Music 
Presents the chamber 
orchestra, 3 p.m., riverside 
recital hall

wordS
• iwP Prairie lights read-
ing, 4 p.m., Prairie lights

FilM
• GlBt Movie Series, 1 p.m., 
Senior center
• They Call it Myanmar, 3 
p.m., Bijou
• Alps, 5 p.m., Bijou

thEatEr
• Rink of Red, Gallery Se-
ries, 2 p.m., theater B

MiScEllanEouS
• Beadology open lab, 
noon, Beadology iowa
• delay the disease — Ex-
ercise for Parkinson’s dis-
ease, 1 p.m., Senior center

New Movies
oPEninG thiS wEEKEnd

Frankenweenie
When Victor’s treasured dog 
Sparky dies, he uses the power 
of science to bring him back to 
life, a la Frankenstein. Attempts to 
keep the dog’s resurrection under 
wraps fail, and soon the zombified 
pup is wreaking havoc on an 
unsuspecting New Holland town. 

Taken 2
A sequel to 2008’s Taken, Liam 
Neeson once again takes on the 
role of ex-CIA agent Bryan Mills, 
only this time he is the one who 
is taken. Mills and his wife are 
captured by the revenge-seeking 
father of a man killed in the 
first movie, and they must work 
together to escape. Mills must 
once again employ his “particular 
set of skills.”

at thE BiJou

Sleepwalk With Me
Showtimes: 9 p.m. Friday, 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

Saturday, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Oct. 7

Comedian Mike Birbiglia stars in an 
autobiographical movie based on 
his one-man Off-Broadway show of 
the same name. The movie follows 
Birbiglia as a fictional version of 
himself who is struggling with 
his failing career, tumultuous 
relationships, and a bad series of 
sleepwalks. The comedian hopes 
to turn his deeply personal story 
into a comic masterpiece.

beer
oF thE wEEK

Venture Series Mad-
haus Dunkelweizen
Product of: Madhouse Brewing 
co., newton, iowa
Serving Style: chilled Bottle
Size: 22 fluid ounces

Recently I stumbled across a 
map of the United States in which 
every state was colored in with the 
label of the best beer it produced. 
I doubt much science went into the 
selection process, but I’m inclined 
to agree with the random Internet 
map in selecting Madhouse Brew-
ery as one of the best in the Hawk-
eye State.

Madhouse mixes up a delecta-
ble line of brews in Newton.My first 
Madhouse beer was the Madhaus 
Dunkelweizen, and while I’m not 
entirely sure what that means, 
I’m certain it’s a beer full of flavor. 
This German-style dark wheat beer 
proves that anything an German 
can brew, an Iowa can brew better.

Smell: The Madhaus Dunkelwei-
zen gives off a brawny wheat aro-
ma that pairs softly but smoothly 
with sweet notes of clove, toffee, 
and banana. 4.25/5

appearance: This Madhouse is 
a dark chocolate-colored beer with 
almost no carbonation. The head is 
particularly tan colored and barely 
laces the glass before dissolving. 
4/5

taste: A roasted sweetness 
with just the right amount of bit-
terness waits to pounce on your 
palate. Chocolate, spice, caramel, 
and sweet fruits are noticeable 
among the light hops. 4.75/5

overall: Madhouse would only 
have needed to sell me one beer to 
persuade me that it is brewing Io-
wa’s best beer, but I’ll probably try 
a few other flavors just to be cer-
tain. If you haven’t tried the small 
brewing wonder that is Newton’s 
Madhouse Brewery, or didn’t like 
it, check your birth certificate, be-
cause you may not be from these 
parts.

- by dan verhille

Violence and dance
meld in UI play

where: Theater Building Theater B
when: 8 p.m. Friday 

 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday
      2 p.m. Sunday

cost: $5

thEatEr

PUBLICITy PHOTO

artS and EntErtainMEnt

Kristin Ho scratches Alex Philoon during rehearsal in the Theater Build-
ing on Wednesday. Rink of Red will be performed on Friday, Saturday, 
and Oct. 7. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

More online
Go to dailyiowan.com to 
see a full slideshow from 

Rink of Red.

Madaline (Kristin Ho) points a sword at her lover, Pedrito (Alex Philoon) during rehearsal in the Theater 
Building on Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)
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By Dan Verhille
dan-verhille@uiowa.edu

What do Jay-Z, the 
U.S. 1992 Dream Team, 
and a fresh pair of Air 
Jordans have in common? 
They’re all in NBA2K13 
and looking fresh as ever, 
so try not to drool on the 
hardwood.

I’ll admit when I 
heard Jay-Z was going to 
produce the new NBA2K 
title, I was more than a 
little skeptical. It was 
pretty easy to imagine 
what kind of changes 
Jay-Z was going to bring 
to the table: better atten-
tion to shoes and jerseys, 
a vamped-up soundtrack, 
and a focus on animating 
the league superstars.

However, I was con-
cerned that the rap-star’s 
role as a producer were 
going to result in mostly 
superficial changes that 
would fail to answer some 
of the larger problems 
with last year’s game 
play. Many of the prob-
lems from last year — a 
choppy physics system, 
a steep learning curve, 
and unpredictable shot 
defense — were surpris-
ingly solved by Jay-Z and 
the folks over at Electron-
ic Arts.

As expected, Jay-Z 
made a boatload of super-
ficial changes.

Last year’s corny intro 
track was replaced by a 
super-clean version of 
Jay’s own “Onto the Next 
One,” which was pre-
sumably edited down to 
the point of resembling a 

Barney sing-along for the 
sake of earning an “E for 
Everyone” rating.

NBA2K13 does feature 
a shoe closet for all the 
electronic gear your “my 
player” acquires over 
the course of his career, 
so shoe fanatics won’t 
be disappointed in that 
department, but they 
will however, be forced to 
choose between Nike and 
Jordan-product lines for 
the first time in NBA2K 
history.

Unfortunately, these 
bonuses are quite costly in 
terms of in-game currency, 
and I’m afraid NBA2K 
will get greedy and try to 
sell its electronic currency 
for the cost of your real 
hard-earned dollars.

I was pleasantly sur-
prised to find that updates 
to the game engine were 
substantial and well-mer-
ited. Players could no 
longer run straight into 
other players’ backs while 
still moving their feet at a 
full speed as if they were 
on ice skates.

The days of centers and 
power forwards outsprint-
ing point guards across 
the court are also over. 

Inside dishes can no lon-
ger travel through bodies, 
and the A button is now 
the preferred method of 
passing over the previous 
“bumper plus player icon” 
method.

These changes make 
the game flow in a much 
more realistic manner.

It’s easier to drive into 
the paint now, which is 
attributable to the new, 
simplified control system. 
In response to complaints 
about the steep learning 
curve, NBA2K’s simplified 
controls award players for 
making the right shots 
in the right places rather 
than just pushing the 
right buttons.

Rather than continuing 
with the complicated leg-
acy controls that required 
left trigger as a dribble 
modifier and used the 
right joy stick for finesse 
and power shots, the new 
system uses left trigger 
as the shot modifier and 
leaves the right joy stick 
to dribble moves. While 
the change in controls 
will take some time to get 
used to, the upside is a 
more realistic, satisfying 
flow to play.

After last year’s pitiful 
excuse for defense was 
responsible for the deaths 
of thousands of control-
lers when shooters made 
jump shots with defenders 
on them like glue, the 
new defense detection is 
another sorely needed 
addition.

Any former fans of the 
NBA2K games may resist 
the new control sys-
tem, but so long as they 
approach it with an open 
mind, the new 2K release 
will surely satisfy basket-
ball fans with its beautiful 
graphics and smooth play.

Gaming on the hardwood
Gamertalk

publICITy phOTO
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The world says hello

Global Film Fest
What: Manhattan Short Film 
Festival
When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Sycamore Cinema
 
Films include:

Film

To say that the first-
hand account of the mis-
sion that killed Osama 
bin Laden is insightful is 
an understatement. The 
New York Times best-
seller No Easy Day has 
sparked so much contro-
versy over the past few 
weeks that I decided I 
needed to read it. What I 
found in this compelling 
book certainly helped 
me understand why this 
story has seen so much 
criticism. 

No Easy Day is the 
story of a Navy SEAL 
who was part of the mis-
sion that discovered and 
took down bin Laden. 
However, the book does 
not only cover that one 
momentous event. 

Instead, it is the story 
of this young man’s life 
as a Navy SEAL. From 
his start as a young boy 
in the Alaskan wilder-
ness to his training for 
the Green Team, one of 
the elite SEAL teams, 
and his numerous de-
ployments and memo-
rable missions, the book 
covers it all.

The author, writing 
under the pen name 
Mark Owen, and his 
coauthor, Kevin Maur-
er, have unfortunately 
been leaked to the public 
since the book’s release, 
and they are now under 
intense scrutiny from 
many military and gov-
ernment officials.

Many are now saying 
that this brisk and con-
cise account is a little too 
revealing. Taking this 
into consideration when 
I read the book, I could 
see where the concerns 
were coming from. 

Being a bit of a history 
and military buff, I have 
read many historical ac-

counts in my spare time. 
However, I have never 
learned so much about 
the U.S. military’s inner 
workings than when I 
sat down with my Kindle 
to read this book.

SEALs are naturally 
intriguing. Their status, 
experience, and ruthless 
attitude toward their 
jobs are something not 
found anywhere else on 
the planet. They are the 
men that women want 
to be with and the men 
some boys want to be. 

The author of No Easy 
Day is the epitome of 
that idea. He even ad-
mits that his interest in 
the SEALs began from 
reading another SEAL 
memoir, Men in Green 
Faces, by former Viet-
nam SEAL Gene Waltz.

Despite the “sensitive 
and classified” material 
that may be contained in 
the pages of this book, it 
is a great account of one 
the biggest events in re-
cent U.S. history and in 
the entire war on ter-
ror. It is also a tale that 
would have eventually 
been told anyway, some 
day when the horrors of 
bin Laden’s actions had 
long been in the back of 
Americans’ minds.

I am sure the heroics 
displayed in this book 
will soon inspire some 
young boy to carry on 
the SEAL tradition just 
as “Mark Owen” did. 
Should you have any 
interest in getting an 
inside look into the com-
plicated lives of Navy 
SEALs and military men 
alike, this is a must-read. 

By Rana moustaFa
rana-moustafa@uiowa.edu

The world’s first global 
film festival started on a 
side of a truck on Mulber-
ry Street, Manhattan, in 
1997, and this week, it is 
in Iowa City for the second 
time since its première.

The Manhattan Short 
Film Festival will have 
more than  1,000 shows 
in 300 cities on six conti-
nents. Tonight, the festi-
val will be featured at the 
Sycamore Cinema, in the 
Sycamore Mall. The film 
festival will begin at 7 
p.m. and includes10 short 
films, each from a different 
country, including Spain, 
Norway, and the United 
Kingdom.

Nick Mason, the founder 
and director of Manhat-
tan Short, said he created 
the global film festival be-
cause he has had a passion 
for theater and films, and 
he noted that the festival’s 
initial success can be con-
tributed to being “at the 
right place in the worst 
time.”

In 2001, 12 days after 
9/11, Manhattan Short 
was scheduled to show in 
Union Square Park.

“I was asked to move 
the park forward,” Mason 
said. “I was putting on 
something to help wash 
the park out from 9/11, 
and it grew into this.” 

The media heavily cov-
ered the event, and Man-
hattan Short quickly 
branched out to more cities.

One film included in 
this year’s showing is the 
Spanish film “Voice Over.” 
Directed by Martin Ros-
ete, it follows the story of a 
man’s adventure in trying 
to survive three extreme 
situations.

“I wanted to do a chal-
lenging film that let me 
show all the visual po-
tential that I have as a 
director, so when I read 
the script of  “Voice Over,” 
I knew this was the one,” 
Rosete said. “I fell in love 
with the story, and I gave 
all my best to make it hap-
pen.”

Despite the 18 awards 
that “Voice Over” has won 
since its première two 
years ago, Rosete said he 
didn’t expect the film to 
make it as a finalist in the 
2012 Manhattan Short 
Film Festival.

“I was really surprised 
when the director told 
me that my film was in,” 
he said. “I am aware that 
it gets hundreds of appli-
cations, so it is an honor 
having our film in compe-
tition.”

This years’ festival has 
grown in part because of 
Manhattan Short promo-
tion through social media 
and its website.

“When we first started 
out, we had 220 shows, 
and I thought, ‘Wow, that’s 
big,’ ” said Chris Cayden, 
the director of Internet 
operations for Manhat-
tan Short. “Now, we have 
twice as many shows just 
in the United States — 

not counting all the other 
shows in the other coun-
tries.”

He has worked with 
Manhattan Short for six 
years, he said, but this 
year is different because 
of the increase in exposure 
the event has received.

He was able to pro-
mote the festival this year 
through the online media 
channel on the website, he 
said, in addition to Face-
book and Twitter.

“I built an online media 
channel on which venues 
can promote their shows; 
they can upload videos 
and photographs from 
their shows,” Cayden said. 
“It’s a way for them to in-
teract with fans of the fes-
tival and a way to get more 
involvement.”

In 2004, seven shows 
took place in seven cities 
in seven different states 
in one week. The following 
year, the film festival ex-
panded to 70 cities in the 
United States.

Two years later, the film 
festival incorporated Eu-
rope, and the show grew. 
Each following year, ven-
ues were added on  differ-
ent continents.

Mason said he has long 
loved the idea of having a 
wider variety of films from 
different countries.

“I get bored with film 
festivals that are all from 
the same country,” he said. 
“I like a trip around the 
world.

SEAL-ing 
the deal

“Superman, Spiderman, or 
Batman” - Romania  
Directed by Tudor Giurgiu

“Where Does the Sea Flow” - Rus-
sia.  Directed by Vitaly Soltykov

“The Devil’s Ballroom” - Norway  
Directed by Henrik Dahlsbrakken

“Voice Over”:  Spanish film directed by Martin Rosete. (Publicity photo)

By Emily BuRds
emily-burds@uiowa.edu

Book REviEW
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Zach Wahls waves after addressing the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, N.C., on Sept. 6. (Associated Press/J. Scott Applewhite)

caB lecture

What: Zach Wahls, presented 
by the Campus Activities Board
When: 8 p.m. Friday
Where: IMU Main Lounge
admission: Free

By emma 
mcclatchey
emma-mcclatchey@uiowa.edu

From walking to class 
as a University of Iowa 
environmental-engineer-
ing student to walking 
on stage next to the pres-
ident at the Democrat-
ic National Convention, 
Zach Wahls has come a 
long way.

“I’ve got a lot more fre-
quent-flier miles, for one 
thing,” he said.

An Iowa City native and 
son of two mothers (as 
suggested by the title of 
his book, My Two Moms), 
the 21-year-old lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender rights advocate 
will fly home to speak on 
“What Makes a Family” 
in the IMU Main Lounge, 
sponsored by the Campus 
Activities Board. The lec-
ture will begin at 8 p.m.

“It’ll be good to be back 
in town at my hometown 
university,” Wahls said. “I 
think as young people, we 
forget how much power we 
have in shaping political 
process and this country. 
As someone who has had 
a very powerful reminder 
of how much capacity we 
have, I’m just trying to 
pass that lesson on to my 
peers.”

Wahls shot to fame in 
January 2011 after a vid-
eo of his testimony before 

the Iowa House Judiciary 
Committee against the 
passage of House Joint 
Resolution Six — which 
would have outlawed 
same-sex marriage in 
Iowa — went viral. Since 
then, he has appeared on 
numerous television pro-
grams, written an auto-
biography, and traveled 
the country, speaking and 
campaigning for LGBT 
equality on national stag-
es and at numerous col-
lege and university cam-
puses.

“We really loved the 
idea of having someone 
who is locally based here 
who can maybe connect 
with the students on a dif-
ferent level,” the Campus 
Activities Board’s cultur-
al-events director Kath-
erine Dove said. “He’s ex-
panding horizons about 
what makes a family and 
just humanity and humil-
ity and what it is to really 
contribute to society.”

Wahls said he hopes 
to empower all students 
through his campus vis-
its, no matter their sexu-
al orientation or political 
leaning.

“This isn’t really about 
LGBT people at all; it’s 
about what kind of coun-
try we want to live in 
— one that tries to pass 
judgment on other peo-
ple or one that believes 
in self-determination and 

self-governance,” Wahls 
said. “I’ve had people come 
up to me after [my presen-
tation] and say, ‘Dude, I 
didn’t really know what to 
expect, but you answered 
a lot of questions, offered 
a new perspective or a 
different answer that I’ve 
never heard before.’ And 
that’s really, really cool.”

A VIP reception will 
take place prior to Wahls’ 
8 p.m. speech, in which lo-
cal organizations, such as 
ones from the UI’s LGBT 
Resource Center, will have 
the chance to meet with 
him. There will also be a 
book signing after the lec-
ture. 

UI sophomore Sara 
Puffer, a member of uni-
versity’s Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender 
Allied Union, said Wahls’ 
appearance will garner 
beneficial attention to 
LGBT issues in Iowa City.

“His presence in our 
community, paired with 
his national success, 
certainly brings some-
thing special,” she said. 
“The university and Iowa 
City community will be 
touched, LGBTQA or not, 
and they will be touched 
more by a personal and 
awakening story than a 
general politicians’ ap-
pearance will.”

Wahls said he hopes 
lectures such as his will 
no longer be necessary in 

the coming decades, as 
the “pace of acceptance,” 
especially among Iowans, 
is beginning to accelerate.

“It’s a marathon, not a 
sprint,” he said. “Once we 
get to a point when politi-
cians are no longer play-
ing politics here in Iowa 
with LGBT rights, and 
people across the country 
stop trying to make this 
a political question and 
understand that it’s a hu-
man question, this is go-
ing to be a nonissue.”

As for Wahls’ future, it 
will soon become less of 
a novelty to see him on 
campus. He said he plans 
to re-enroll at the UI part-
time in the spring of 2013 
and full-time that fall. Is 
he looking forward to set-
tling back down in Iowa 
City?

“Absolutely,” Wahls said. 
“I love traveling, and I love 
having the opportunity to 
get this word out, but it’s 
tiring. I have no idea how 
Ron Paul does it; the guy’s 
in his 70s. I’m sure having 
a private plane helps, but 
I fly coach, so — there you 
go.”

acid violence takes 
the stage

The Pakistani Student Associ-
ation will educate the university 
about the issue of acid violence 
in the South Asian world through 
a screening of Oscar-winning film 
Saving Face this weekend. 

Pakistani Student Association 
President Haniya Khalid said the 
documentary was the perfect 
choice because it is a way to 
celebrate the Pakistani culture 
through the success of the film 
and to raise awareness for an im-
portant issue in the region today.

“It’s the first Pakistani person 
to win an Academy Award, so 
it started as a celebration, but 
then it turned into a fundraising 
event,” said the UI senior. “We 
felt like we needed to do some-
thing to help these people.”

The screening will take place 
in the International Commons at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday. Tickets are $7 
and can be purchased at Zaika in 
the Old Capitol Town Center.

Khalid said 100 of the money 
will be donated to UNICEF in ef-
forts to educate children in devel-
oping countries.

“Hopefully, these issues will 
go down if we educate the chil-
dren because children are the 
future,” she said.

— by rana moustafa

the comedy of 
heartbreak

No one understands the mean-
ing of heartbreak and the impos-
sibility of true love better than 
Mike Birbiglia.

Appearing in Iowa City to 
showcase his standup comedy 
show about his past romantic 
mishaps, he will perform My Girl-
friend’s Boyfriend at 8 p.m. today 
in the Englert Theater, 221 E. 
Washington St. Admission is $30 
in advance, $32 at the door.

My Girlfriend’s Boyfriend first 
opened Off-Broadway in 2011. 
During the show’s run, it won nu-
merous awards including the Lu-
cille Lortel Award for Outstanding 
Solo Show.

After four months and more 
than 80 performances, My Girl-
friend’s Boyfriend wrapped up 
in New York City, and Birbiglia 
started to take the performance 
on the road, where he has toured 
more 20 cities in the country.

Before My Girlfriend’s Boy-
friend, he was best known for his 

2009 hit show Sleepwalk With Me, 
which won the Nightlife Award 
and was also published in a book 
in 2010.

The actor/writer also starred 
in two films, Going the Distance 
and Cedar Rapids.

Birbiglia has appeared on such 
shows as “Late Night with Jimmy 
Fallon,” “Jimmy Kimmel Live,” 
and “The View,” to name a few. 
He also continues to contribute 
material to “This American Life” 
on Public Radio International.

His movie Sleepwalk with Me 
will show at the Bijou this week-
end at 9 p.m. Friday, 4 p.m. and 8 
p.m. Saturday, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Oct. 7.

— by Samantha Gentry

Opera-house project 
comes to town 

High-quality acoustics, local 
musicians, and a historical ven-
ue in Iowa City is what the Iowa 
Opera House Project needs to put 
on a show.

This weekend, Dave Moore, 
Dustin Busch, Megan Drollinger, 
Milk and Eggs, and Sam Knutson 
will come together to play live 
music at 7 p.m. Saturday at Preu-
cil School of Music, 524 N. John-
son St. Admission is $10.

The concert will have a fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere in an 
acoustically sound space that 
was built more than 100 years 
ago.

The Iowa Opera House Project 
has traveled across the state to 
play at antique opera houses, in 
which community members might 
have forgotten about the charm 
of the spaces.

When Iowa was first being pop-
ulated by European descendents, 
many towns built theaters that 
the people called opera houses. 
They created performance spac-
es in for public gatherings, live 
music, and theater shows.

The idea for the Iowa Opera 
House Project started when Knut-
son was invited to see a coun-
try-folk band perform at an opera 
house in What Cheer, Iowa.

He was attracted to the acous-
tic sound the venue provided, and 
he wanted to give local musicians 
the opportunity to play in similar 
spaces.

Knutson began to search for 
the remaining opera houses 
around Iowa, and he has had the 
chance to play at approximately 
40 of the 300 that still remain.

The musician’s long-term goal 
with the project is to show Iowans 
that opera houses still exist in the 
state, and he hopes to raise enough 
funds to renovate all of them.

Last year, the Iowa Opera 
House Project had the chance to 
play in Iowa City’s Englert The-
atre for a night full of live acous-
tic music.

— by Samantha Gentry

Wahls comes home to Iowa
LGBT activist, author and Democratic National Convention speaker Zach 
Wahls will come to campus Friday to speak to the UI community.

artS & entertainment



“Most people don’t un-
derstand that it’s really 
easy to make something 
that’s really delicious and 
costs a lot less money 
[than buying beer at the 
store,]” he said.

Homebrew supply stores 
sell starter kits for around 
$100 to $150. Meeks said 
that with an additional $30 
for ingredients, you’re ba-
sically set. Brewing takes 
approximately three hours, 
followed by a two-to-three-
week fermentation period.

Meeks said there are 
three major factors in the 
growth of the state’s brew-
ing industry: popularity in 
the microbrewing scene, 
the “localvore” emphasis 
on different brews, and the 
growing reputation of pro-
ducing good quality beer.

Mark Allen, a Cedar 
Rapids resident who has 
been homebrewing for 
more than 20 years, sees a 
great diversity and a wide 
range of tastes being re-
flected across the nation.

“We travel all over the 
place for beer,” he said, de-
scribing the homebrewers 
he knows. “And everybody 
always wants something 
different.”

Allen has sampled a va-
riety of beers with such 
flavors as strawberry 
shortcake, key-lime pie, 
and smoke — items not 
often associated with beer.

“This is not stopping; 
it’s going to grow, it’s going 
to continue, and the more 
people who are homebrew-
ers who start making this 
stuff into their career, job, 
life, the better,” Allen said. 
“It’s a career now.”

Allen’s longevity in 
brewing has given him 
perspective on the recent 
boom years.

“Look at all these brew-
eries starting up; 10 years 
ago there was nothing,” Al-
len said.

Iowa City beer scene
Iowa City is conspicuously 

absent from the list of Iowa 
towns home to a brewery. 
That astounds Jake Sim-
mons, the owner of Back-
pocket Brewing in Coralville.

“Iowa City sells as much 
craft beer as Des Moines,” 
he said. It was his goal 
to bring a brewery to the 
Iowa City area, he said.

Toppling Goliath owner 
Clark Lewey said his Dec-
orah brewery “cut its teeth” 
in the Iowa City market, 
and that market remains 
one of its staples, with 24 
accounts in Iowa City.

Arguably, one of the 
most Iowa-beer friendly 
venues in town is Short’s 
Burger and Shine, 18 S. 

Clinton St. In addition to 
Iowa-grown food, all the 
beers on tap at Short’s 
are Iowan, and people are 
drinking them. Short’s re-
cently expanded to 18 tap 
lines of Iowa-brewed beer. 

“You’re not just buying 
the beer, you’re buying the 
craft behind the beer,” said 
Matt Painter, a manager 
at Short’s.

Brewers agree with this 
mindset. 

“Our hands touch every 
beer from start to end,” 
said Great River brewer 
Scott Lehnert. “It’s not 
just pushing buttons in a 
control room.”

But it’s not just at bars 
where craft beer is gain-
ing popularity. THIRSTY, 
the Iowa City homebrew-
ing club, established in 
1994, has seen an increase 
in membership. Susan 
Walsh, the president of 
the club, said membership 
has increased from 10 to 
25 active members in the 

past decade.
Though 25 members 

may not seem substantial, 
Walsh said she sees a lot of 
turnover at the club. 

“Iowa City is such a 
transient town,” she said. 
“People join, then they 
graduate or move.”

The club provides an op-
portunity for people who 
are interested in brewing 
to learn from more ex-
perienced homebrewers, 
she said. Walsh sees the 
increase in local interest 
in homebrewing as a mi-
crocosm of the country’s 
changing taste.

“Overall, there’s more of 
an appreciation for craft 
beer,” she said. “The craft-
beer revolution, even with 
the economy as poor as it 
is, shows people are will-
ing to pay more for some-
thing they enjoy.”

History
The current craft-brew-

ing revolution started in 
the late-1970s in Califor-
nia. Professor Daniel Toro 

González, a researcher on 
the U.S. brewing indus-
try at Washington State 
University, said following 
Prohibition, U.S. brewer-
ies kept merging, creating 
bigger breweries and brew-
ing a more homogenous 
product, known as the very 
light American lager.

“There was little diver-
sity,” said Victor Tremblay, 
a professor of economics at 
Oregon State University 
and the author of  The U.S. 
Brewing Industry: Data 
and Economic Analysis.

By the 1980s, micro-
brewing had spread to the 
East Coast, before con-
tinuing across the country.

The 1981 federal tax-
rate change for small 
brewers also changed the 
brewing dynamic. Small 
brewers paid $7 per bar-
rel, compared with a rate 
of $9 to $18 per barrel for 
large breweries.

González said the cur-
rent U.S. beer market is 

split into two markets: 
macrobrewed and micro-
brewed beers. Through 
his studies, he’s concluded 
buyers in one market don’t 
seek the same things in 
the other market. In fact, 
craft beers don’t directly 
compete with macro beers.

Both Tremblay and 
González have found people 
are willing to pay more for 
microbrewed, or “craft,” beer.

“[With the past few de-
cades] growing wealth of the 
nation, people are willing to 
pay higher prices for com-
modities,” Tremblay said. 

Iowa law change
Before Prohibition hit 

the nation, Iowa was 
known as a hotbed for 
breweries. Now Iowa is in 
“catch-up mode” following 
the industry’s resurgence, 
Simmons said.

Before 2010, state law 
prohibited the production 
of any beer with more than 
6.25 percent alcohol, but 
the state permitted import-
ing higher volume beer.

“That law was one of the 
saddest things I discov-
ered when I started,” said 
Lewey, who started Top-
pling Goliath in 2009.

The law was repealed 
in 2010, enabling Iowa’s 
breweries to produce beer 
with up to 12 percent alco-
hol and to compete better 
nationally.

“It’s had a huge impact,” 
said Joe Kesteloot, the 
brewmaster at Peace Tree 
Brewing in Knoxville. 
“Before, [Iowa breweries] 
couldn’t be competitive 
with out-of-state brewer-
ies not bound by the law 
but who could export to 
Iowa. So many beers are 
meant to be brewed above 
[6.25 percent.] It opened 
a huge variety of styles of 
beer to Iowa breweries.”

Growth/capacity
The Iowa Brewers Guild 

went from 23 member 
breweries in 2011 to 31 
as of May, with 10 more in 
various stages of planning 
and development. The 
growth isn’t limited to the 
number of breweries; most 
facilities are seeing sub-
stantial increases in pro-
duction, with double-digit 
growth pretty standard 
throughout the state, and 
some breweries are con-
sistently doubling their 
brewing capacity. Great 
River Brewing Co. in Dav-
enport and Peace Tree 
Brewing have both dou-
bled in capacity every year 
since 2009. Toppling Goli-
ath has more than doubled 
every year since opening.

These breweries’ growth 
far exceeds the nation-
al average of 13 percent 
growth in volume for 
microbrewers national-
ly in 2011, according to 
the Brewers Association. 
These high numbers are 
largely due to the fledg-
ling state of the industry 
in Iowa.

Millstream, Great Riv-
er, and Peace Tree will all 
produce around 4,500 bar-
rels in 2012. Backpocket in 
Coralville has the largest 
brewing capacity in the 
state, and brewers there say 
they expect to brew 8,000 
to 9,000 barrels, including 
contract-brewing for the 
Schlafly Brewery in St. Lou-
is. Meanwhile, such national 
craft brewers as Sierra Ne-
vada in California, and Bells 
in Michigan brew more than 
860,000 and 500,000 barrels 
respectively.

For this reason, Iowa 
brewers are optimistic the 
growth they are experi-
encing won’t stop anytime 
soon. Matthew Swift, own-
er of Red’s Alehouse bar 
and restaurant in North 
Liberty, plans to open a 
brewery in Solon within 
the next year.

“The beer market in 
Iowa has quadrupled in 
the last three years, but 
people are just waking up 

to the world of craft beer,” 
Swift said. “When you first 
start, everyone’s drinking 
Bud Light.”

But there’s the natural 
progression of wanting to 
experience more, he said. 
Swift said that in 2011, craft 
beer made up 5 percent of 
the national beer market.

“Just 10 to 15 percent of 
the market would still be 
huge growth in the micro-
brewing industry,” he said.

Competition
In a state of just 3 mil-

lion people, it might seem 
Iowa’s 31 breweries might 
compete in the craft-beer 
market, but many say 
they don’t see it that way.

“Everyone wants others 
to have good beer,” said 
Kesteloot of Peace Tree 
Brewing. “It represents 
the whole state’s industry. 
Bad beer reflects badly on 
everyone.”

The fledgling size of the 
state’s brewing industry is 
another reason the brewers 
don’t feel as if they compete 
directly with each other.

“In reality, everyone is 
so small they can all grow 
without bumping into 
each other,” Simmons said.

In fact, Simmons, like 
most craft brewers, ex-
pects his customers to 
drink other microbrews.

“We don’t expect total 
loyalty, as long as people 
remain in the craft-beer 
circle,” he said. “As long 
as they’re drinking … dif-
ferent beer and staying 
interested, they’re promot-
ing craft beer. That doesn’t 
stop with a single brewery.”

In 1985, Millstream, the 
state’s oldest brewery in 
operation, began in Ama-
na. Owner Teresa Albert 
said she embraces the re-
cent competition.

“More breweries in the 
state means more educa-
tion of the public, and that 

benefits everyone,” she said. 
Diversity

Iowa’s brewing scene 
is as diverse as it is pop-
ular. Mason Groben start-
ed Madhouse Brewing in 
Newton in 2009. Groben, 
who has a degree in vini-
culture, has been in the 
wine industry for 10 years. 
But he soon became inter-
ested in the buzz of the 
beer industry.

“Beer is more fun, with 
the brewfests, the bars, 
and the general excitement 
of being part of the growth 
in Iowa at the moment,” 
said Groben, who brews in 
an old test room at a for-
mer Maytag facility.

One of the unique recent 
start-ups is in Waverly, 
opened by Scott Hamer-
linck after the flood of 2008 
destroyed everything but 
the structure of his house. 
Hamerlinck named the 
brewery “Angry Cedar.”

“It was like making lem-
onade out of lemons,” he 
said. “But I don’t like lem-
onade, I like beer.”

Lewey started his brew-
ery because he loved hops 
and couldn’t find any IPAs 
on tap in Northeast Iowa. 
“Our main goal is to show-
case the hop in our beers,” 
he said. “We won’t steal 
[macrobrewers’] light-lager 
tap handles, but they won’t 
steal our IPA handles.”

Lewey said he expects to 
turn a profit within five years 
of starting the business. 

“You have to love it,” said 
Toppling Goliath Brewer 
Mike Saboe. “Twelve-hour 
days, six days a week. But 
you always have access to 
cold beer.”

With strong growth in 
the industry and the de-
velopment of the state’s 
taste for diverse beers, the 
brewers in Iowa share the 
same sentiment for their 
profession.

“I’m the happiest f***er 
ever,” said Hamerlinck 
of Angry Cedar. “I own a 
brewery.” 

tHIrsty? try brewing your own.
STEP 1 
Crushed grain 
(primarily barley) is boiled 
along with any sugars in 
what is called the wort.

STEP 2
Boil the wort for 1 hour.
Add hops at different times 
for flavor and added 
bitterness.

STEP 3
Cool the wort and put 
in a fermenter with the 
yeast and agitate to 
activate the yeast, then 
seal.

STEP 4
Fermentation time varies 
on the style/gravity of beer, 
2-3 weeks on 
average.

Hops pellets are weighed for a homebrew. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

‘this is not stopping; it’s going to grow, it’s 
going to continue, and the more...

homebrewers who start making this stuff into 
their career, job, life, the better.’

—  Mark Allen, homebrewer
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BEEr
ContinueD from 1b A NOVICE’s GUIDE tO BEEr

HOPs Added for aroma, bitterness 
and flavor.

MALtED BArLEy
barley, soaked in water until it sprouts, then 
dried.  the sugars produced when it sprouts 
feed the yeast in the fermentation process.

ADJUNCts
many beers contain additional ingredients 
for flavor and color such as specialty grains, 
sugars or spices.

WOrt
the liquid extracted from soaking the grains 
in hot water.  this is the base for beer.

Converts the sugars into 
alcohol and carbon dioxide.yEAst
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GAMERTALK

Guns and no roses in Borderlands 2 game

While blasting my 
way through a wave of 
bandits, I stumble across 
an odd character named 
Face McShooty. He has 
a frame around his neck 
with two arrows pointing 
at his face, and he pleads 
with me to shoot him 
in the face as he dances 
around. “Not the KNEE, 
not the ARM, not the 
SPINE — FACE. IT HAS 
TO HAPPEN.”

Confused, I line my 
sights up and oblige him. 
As he falls to the ground, 
he yells, “THANK YOU,” 
and I am rewarded with 
money and experience. 
Yeah, I must be playing 
Borderlands 2. 

Borderlands 2 is the 
epitome of the first-per-
son, shooter/role-playing 
game hybrid created by 
its predecessor, Border-
lands. With a stronger 
focus on story and writing 
this time around, Border-
lands 2 is a big improve-
ment over Borderlands, 
but it runs the risk of 
being too similar to it. 

The game begins five 
years after the events in 
Borderlands. Since then, 
Pandora has undergone 
a hostile takeover at the 
hands of Handsome Jack, 
the CEO of a weapons 
company that is mining 
the planet for eridium, 
a valuable radioactive 
mineral.

Your character, a vault 
hunter, is lured to Pando-
ra, where Handsome Jack 
tries to kill you. When his 
attempt fails, you set off 
to stop him from destroy-
ing Pandora. Handsome 
Jack is the star of the 
show, an amazing villain 
whose wicked presence 
is felt all over the game 
world, constantly driv-
ing you forward toward 
defeating him.

Many of the best char-
acters from the first game 
return as major players in 
the story, and although I 
love those old characters, 
there is a noticeable lack 
of new ones. 

The game’s humor is 

also massively improved. 
Borderlands was a hilar-
ious game, but Border-
lands 2 takes it to a new 
level. Ranging from some 
very smart jokes to crude 
potty humor, the game is 
unrelenting, sometimes 
assaulting you with more 
jokes than you have time 
to laugh at.

For me, listening to di-
alogue often took priority 
over combat because it 
was so entertaining.  

The game uses tradi-
tional first-person shooter 
controls — all of that Call 

of Duty experience will 
certainly make you a better 
player — but you won’t be 
punished if you can’t con-
tinually make headshots.

Although the gunplay is 
the same, there have been 
some significant changes 
to items and enemies. 
Guns now have a variety 
of unique features, such 
as firing as fast as you 
can pull the trigger or 
turning into a grenade 
when it runs out of ammo. 
This makes picking a 
gun more complex than 
finding the one with the 
highest damage.

Also adding to the com-
bat are the new enemy 
types and tactics. Enemies 
now will duck and weave 
when coming after you 
rather than just running 
straight at you. They will 

also react to being injured 
by crawling or limping. 
This makes battle more 
complicated, forcing you 
to change your strategy 
and continually be aware 
of enemy movements. 

As with the first Bor-
derlands, the game’s big 
draw is the multiplayer. 
Two-player split-screen 
and four-player online op-
tions allow you to get to-
gether easily with friends 
and enjoy the game. More 
players mean harder 
enemies; harder enemies 
mean rarer items. Howev-
er, it feels as if the co-op 

focus may have taken over 
the game’s development, 
hurting players who go 
it alone. Certain areas of 
the game are ludicrously 
difficult without the help 
of a second player, leading 
to many cheap-feeling 
deaths.

Although it still uses 
the same comic-book 
style of the first game, 
Borderlands 2’s world 
feels more varied and full. 
This is good, because you 
will spend a lot of your 
time running and driving 
around in these areas 
because of the poorly im-
plemented travel system.

The dialogue and sound 
effects all sound great, 
but I can’t say that any of 
the soundtrack is memo-
rable. Also, the game can 
lag during intense battles, 
but it is rarely more than 
a temporary annoyance. 

Borderlands 2 is an 
amazing game that I 
can’t recommend strongly 
enough. It is a big im-
provement for the series 
but not a big enough step 
forward to set itself apart 
from its predecessor.

Still, Borderlands has 

almost become its own 
genre, and that I can only 
compare Borderlands 2 
with Borderlands is both 
a point in its favor as well 
as against, so I will say 
this: If you are looking for 
an intense, fun, hilarious, 
and interesting shooter/
role-game experience, 
Borderlands 2 is your best 
(and maybe only) option. 

Reviewer Rating: 8.5/10

Released: Sept. 18
ESRB Rating: M for Mature
Platforms: Xbox 360, PS3, PC
Cost: $59.99
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