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By KRISTEN EAST
kristen-east@uiowa.edu

Local and national
experts say professors are
typically more liberal
because Democrats and
Republicans holding a dif-
ferent set of values and job
aspirations.

According to records
obtained by The Daily
Iowan, 61 percent of rough-
ly 1,200 tenured faculty
members at the University
of Iowa identify as regis-
tered Democrats. Roughly
10 percent are registered
Republicans.

A discrimination case
involving a former dean of
the University of Iowa Col-
lege of Law has sparked

discussion about a potential
liberal bias at the school.

Teresa Wagner has
alleged law-school adminis-
trators denied her a faculty
position in 2006 because of
her conservative political
views. A trial date is set for
mid-October this year.

UI President Sally
Mason defended the UI’s
hiring processes last month
when Johnson County
Republicans protested in
support of Wagner’s law-
suit.

“We adhere strictly to

federal law,” Mason said.
“We’re careful to adhere to
all the laws, all the guide-
lines. Political affiliation is
not something we ask [dur-
ing the hiring process.]”

One UI political expert
said he doesn’t understand
the reasoning behind the
percentage breakdown.

“It doesn’t make sense,”
said Cary Covington, a UI
associate professor of politi-
cal science. “I don’t know

By BETH BRATSOS
Bethany.Bratsos@gmail.com

The Broadway Neighborhood Center director
charged Feb. 1 with failing to report sexual
abuse testified during her trial at the Johnson
County Courthouse Thursday that the alleged
sexual abuse never occurred.

Susan Freeman-Murdah expressed numerous
times throughout the trial her and her staff ’s
utmost confidence that Colleen Varney, the
teacher accused of sexual abuse, did not commit
the act — nor did anyone else at the center.

“I thought [the mother] believed it,” Freeman-
Murdah said. “But I didn’t think it happened.”

Attorneys said a mother of a 3-year-old child

Official: No
sex abuse
occurred

SEE FREEMAN, 7A

Faculty tend to be liberal

SEE BIAS, 7A

Curtis Fry stands on his parents’ property near Wilton, Iowa, on April 20. Fry was convicted of voluntary manslaughter after a night of drinking led to his killing of
Iowa City resident Patrick McEwen in April 2009. Fry has been free since Jan. 18 after serving a shortened sentence. He now works in Iowa City and talks to youth
groups about the importance of personal responsibility. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Striving for redemption

is father’s words haunt him, even today.
“What’re you doing? Things can 

happen when you drink,” Jim Fry told
his son on a blustery day in February 2008.

But the God-fearing, upstanding young man
from Wilton, Iowa — who had never raised a
fist to anyone — didn’t take his dad’s advice.

Instead, he spent the night of his 21st birth-
day like so many others before him, becoming
completely inebriated at a number of down-
town Iowa City bars. Two days later, he was
arrested for the violent, heinous killing of an
innocent elderly man.

Today, however, Curtis Fry is free.

BY SAM LANE “Because of one choice I made, a 75-year-old man, Patrick McEwen,
lost his life,” Curtis Fry said last month while standing in the spotlight at
the First United Methodist Church in Marion.Wearing a blue plaid but-
ton-up with perfectly rolled sleeves, Fry spoke to around 80 high-school-
ers, who hung on his every word and gave his speech a rousing applause.

For some, the attention Fry has received in his nearly-triumphal
return to society is troubling.

Still, he insists he's trying to make good on a crime no one saw com-
ing — and one he has no recollection committing.

The facts of Fry’s case are chilling.
After a night of intense drinking in Iowa City, Fry broke into

McEwen’s Van Buren Street apartment and brutally beat him. The
next day, neighbors found McEwen’s frail, blood-soaked, lifeless body
lying on the floor of his own bathroom.

A year later, Fry’s highly publicized second-degree-murder trial
brought several witnesses to the Johnson County Courthouse, includ-
ing police investigators, alcohol experts, Fry’s friends and acquaintanc-
es, and those close to McEwen. The proceedings and testimony cap-
tured the attention of a city in which officials have battled alcohol
issues for more than a decade.

And in a controversial verdict, a 6th District judge ruled that Fry’s
heavy state of intoxication led him to believe he was in his own apart-
ment in Wilton and killed McEwen, whom he thought was the intruder.
Fry received the 10-year maximum sentence for voluntary manslaugh-
ter, which would later be trimmed because of prison overcrowding, good
behavior, and time served. Following prison, Fry moved to a halfway
house in Coralville and became a free man on Jan. 18.

So how did Fry — a soft-spoken, chiseled young man of deep faith —
end up in McEwen’s apartment that night? 

He has no idea.

samuel-lane@uiowa.edu

SEE FRY, 4A

Fewer than five years after Fry’s 21st birthday celebration ended
in the killing of 75-year-old Jerome “Patrick” McEwen, he is back in
the real word. And he’s spending his time preaching about the
importance of personal choices.

H

GRAPHIC BY ALICIA KRAMME

Sixty-one per-
cent of tenured
UI faculty
identify as
Democrats.

IT’S BEEN A YEAR TO REMEMBER. 
AND THE DAILY IOWAN HAS COVERED IT ALL.
CHECK OUT OUR YEAR IN REVIEW. PAGE 8B

The verdict in the case will
likely be delivered by jury
today unless the judge acquits
Freeman-Murdah. 
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Curtis John Fry has been

involved in his share of con-
fusing situations.

The now-25-year-old was
born on Feb. 6, 1987, but some-
how in the transfer of his birth
certificate from the hospital to
the state, his recorded date of
birth became Feb.7.On numer-
ous occasions, Fry and his par-
ents have attempted to correct
his date of birth, but “for what-
ever reason,” he said, their
efforts have been futile.

Until his fateful 21st
birthday, the mix-up meant
relatively little in Fry’s life
— one typically filled with
hunting, sports, and God.

RReelliiggiioonn
Fry doesn’t like to use the

term “religious” to describe
his faith.

“Religious, to me, just
seems like you just go
through the traditions, and
it’s definitely more than
that,” he told The Daily
Iowan in one of a number of
in-depth interviews. “It’s
about living your life for
God, day in, day out. Not just
going to church on Sunday
and looking good.”

For Fry and his family,
Christian beliefs drive all
aspects of life — from the
walls in Fry’s home, which
are covered with crosses, to
the Bible verses the young
man rattles off from memory.

And it’s been this way for
as long as Fry, who considers
himself a non-denomination-
al Christian, can remember.

After a stint working on a
ranch for troubled boys in
Missouri, Jim and Cathy Fry
moved back to Iowa in 1992,
when Curtis was 5. Within a
year, the Frys opened the
Miracles Can Happen Boys’
Ranch near Wilton, which
houses 14- to 18-year-old
boys with difficult home
lives who require a more
structured environment.
The two adult Frys “felt God
calling them back to their
home area to start up a boys’
ranch,” they wrote on their
website.

Growing up, the Fry fami-
ly went to church each Sun-
day and Curtis attended
youth group on Wednesdays.
Among the family’s tributes
to the Bible, the children
were punished with 10
pushups each time they
cussed.

Throughout the young
man’s life — from his
upbringing in Wilton to his
time in prison — people, he
claims, have expressed con-
fusion about his faith, belit-
tling his devotion to God or
asking why he doesn’t swear.
But Fry, with a cross dan-
gling from his neck and a
purity ring around his fin-
ger, said he doesn’t care
what people think.

“Everyone’s entitled to
their opinion.”

WWiillttoonn lliiffee
Fry’s childhood was seem-

ingly idyllic — a far cry from
his fateful night in Iowa

City.
Cathy Fry home-schooled

Curtis until eighth grade.
He dual-enrolled with the
Wilton School District dur-
ing that time, which allowed
him to play football and
baseball with the kids who
became his closest friends.

Fry said those friendships
made his eventual transition to
public school easier,adding he’s
a “self-learner,” which initially
made academics a breeze,too.

Active from an early age,
he enjoyed helping his
father around the family’s
property, which numbers
around 50 acres. At the end
of a narrow gravel driveway
sits a large wooden cross.
Cars, machinery, and sheds
dot the landscape around
Fry’s house, which faces a
small, rippling, man-made
pond.

It would be an understate-
ment to say Fry basks in the
seclusion of the area.

“I just love sittin’ in God’s
creation,” he said in a silky
country accent, gesturing to
his wooded backyard, where
he’s hunted nearly 30 deer.

High school came natural-
ly for Fry, who accumulated
a 3.45 GPA. In his favorite
class, called “building
trades,” Fry and others built
two houses, one in Wilton
and one in nearby Durant.

“I love starting with noth-
ing, then finishing with
something,” said Fry, who
was also a server at a local
restaurant and performed a
variety of odd jobs through-
out high school. “I love that
sense of ownership, that
sense of accomplishment.”

In addition to his work
ethic, Fry maintains he was
completely non-violent while
growing up in Wilton, a fact
that, in retrospect, might
surprise some.

Fry remembers an
instance when, after work-
ing on one of the houses for
class, another student wiped
his dirty boots on Fry’s pant
leg. Fry said he flipped off
the student’s hat, prompting
him to pummel Fry with his
fists. After absorbing the
beating, Fry said to the
bully, “Do you feel better
now?”

The incident was the only
one Fry could recall when
asked if he’d ever gotten in
trouble. But Fry said he was
never punished because he
never retaliated. And in a
statement that’s now part of
Fry’s court record, Cathy Fry
recounted a number of other
instances when her son was
the victim of bullying or vio-
lence. Each time, she wrote,
he did not retaliate. Jim
Fry’s statement described
his son with the words
“loyal,” “gentleman,” “polite,”
and “God-fearing.”

Others in Fry’s life agreed.
Keith Nester, the 37-year-

old youth pastor at First
United Methodist Church in
Marion, said Fry was a
“model kid.”

“He’s a kid you want yours
to be best friends with,”
Nester said.

Kenneth Crawford, the
principal at Wilton High,
said Fry was “just like his
parents — a high-quality
individual.”

“He was a leader in the
classroom … He was the kid
you went to with issues,”
Crawford said. “He was not a
kid you worried about one
iota. You knew he going to be
just fine.”

SSppoorrttss
Throughout school, sports

reigned supreme for Fry.
In a workout room in the

basement of the boys’ ranch
home, a shelf holds dozens of
sparkling trophies and
medals marking his athletic
accomplishments.

He wrestled, but back
problems led to an injury in
seventh grade that made the
sport more difficult. He also
played golf and baseball,
starting in right field for
Wilton’s undefeated 2005
state-championship team.

But his favorite sport
remains football.

He played quarterback,
running back, and line-
backer for the Beavers. He
enjoyed quarterback the
most, he said, because he
liked being in control. Other
coaches often told Fry he
was the player they spent
the most time trying to
defend. During his senior
year, when the team’s start-
ing running back went down
with an injury, Fry filled in,
playing the rest of the sea-
son alongside his friend and
future Hawkeye wrestler
Chad Beatty.

Fry won all-district hon-
ors his junior and senior
years and was named to the
All-Eastern Iowa team.

His play at linebacker
piqued the interest of coaches
from around 20 area colleges,
and he eventually decided to
attend St. Ambrose College
in Davenport.

The rock solid, 6-foot, 200-
pound Fry played on the St.
Ambrose football team for
just one semester. Of 60
freshmen on the team, he
was one of four to see the
field. He spent most of his
playing time on special
teams and said his most
memorable moment came on
a kickoff, when he broke the
wedge, did a half-bear crawl,
and tackled the ball carrier
at the 5-yard line.

Despite Fry’s love for the
sport, class was a different
story. He worked hard and
got good grades, but he said
he had no idea what he
wanted to do academically.

TThhee rreeaall wwoorrlldd
Fry eventually decided he

wasn’t getting anything out
of his education and didn’t
want to simply pay to play
football.

So he left St. Ambrose in
December 2005, and, in his
first job after dropping out,
began working in a ware-
house at the HNI Corp. in
Muscatine, loading furniture
into trailers. The work was
tedious and mundane.

“It wasn’t the worst job,
but I like being a problem-
solver,” he said. “I don’t like
things that are repetitive. I
like a variety.”

After nine months at HNI,
Fry moved to Bryan, Texas,
to live with his sister and
worked at Still Creek Chil-
dren’s home, a place that

sought single males to be
father figures for younger
boys.

“I was always drawn to
the kid who doesn’t get
treated right,” Fry said
about his work with places
like Still Creek and his par-
ents’ ranch. “Seeing boys
come in here, hearing about
their family life — some kids
don’t get a chance.”

In Texas, Fry worked as a
farmhand and a relief par-
ent, taking kids to school,
making dinner each night,
acting more like an older
brother than a parent. He
was only 19.

Three months later, when
Fry learned his father was
beginning a dairy operation
on the ranch, he moved back
to Wilton to help.

Then, in July 2007, Fry
led a group of nine high-
schoolers on a trip to Col-
orado through a group called
Young Life, an eye-opening
spiritual journey he calls the
best week of his life.

But upon his return, Fry,
then 20, said he “allowed
Satan to get small footholds”
in his life. He went to parties
and was the designated driv-
er. Later, he decided it
wouldn’t hurt to have an
occasional beer. It was a
period, he said, in which he
was around a big crowd
without another strong
Christian. Fry’s parents
decided they taught their
son everything they could
and didn’t chastise or punish
him when he told them he
drank from time to time.

He later began working at
Gerdau Ameristeel in
Wilton. He was trying to
save enough money to open
a Christian recreation cen-
ter in Wilton that would
serve as a weekend alterna-
tive to farm parties.

Fry began renting his own
apartment in January 2008, a
month from his 21st birthday.

2211
To celebrate the 21 mile-

stone, Fry began making
plans with his older brother.

They decided to take a
road trip to Iowa City, where
Fry would sleep in the bed of
a friend at the University of
Iowa who was headed home
for the weekend. He said the
decision to celebrate in Iowa
City was virtually automat-
ic, something he now
believes is a problem.

“It’s crazy how that is the
staple point of a 21-year-old
— to go and get hammered
drunk at a bunch of different
bars and not remember the
night,” he said. “Looking
back now, it is kind of a sad
thing to think that’s what
people think of when you say,
‘21st birthday.’ ”

But beyond making sure
no one in his group would
drive back to Wilton that
night, Fry didn’t have much
of a plan. He knew he would
hang out with his friends
from high school before
heading to the bars of down-
town Iowa City.

“I thought I was taking
precautions,” he said.

The night before the trip, a
winter storm blasted the
area, and Fry said the group
had “lots of reasons not to go.”

But he said he had his deci-
sion “locked in his head.”

CCHHAAPPTTEERR 22
Sourcing note: With the exception of

quotes from Fry, Jeff Portman, and Lonny
Pulkrabek, information in this chapter comes
from a Daily Iowan analysis of court docu-
ments and DI stories from Fry’s trial. Most
description of what Fry and his group did on
Feb. 6 and 7, 2008, came from the case’s ver-
dict, search warrants, and police complaints.
Information and quotes from Ryan Theis and
Kyle Gayman came from a combination of a
DI story from his trial and the judge’s verdict.
Some description of Patrick McEwen’s condi-
tion before the killing and all information
about his condition after came from court
documents.

The blizzard that pum-
meled eastern Iowa on Feb. 5
and 6, 2008, blanketed the
streets and sidewalks of
Iowa City in a way that
would have kept even the
most ardent of college-age
partiers indoors.

But Curtis Fry was on a
mission.

“I made a choice the night
of my 21st,” he told the DI. “I
was going to live like the
world would want you to
live.”

When Fry arrived at his
friends’ house at 513 Bowery
St. on Feb. 6, one of the
roommates, Kyle Marks, was
shoveling the driveway.

Fry and his high-school
friends began playing beer
pong quickly after his
arrival. He had never played
the game before, but he said
he thinks he probably
drained Ping-Pong balls
with relative ease, thanks to
his athletic talent and hand-
eye coordination. He downed
numerous beers.

An hour or two later, the
group made its way through
the snow to the Vine Tavern
& Eatery, 330 E. Prentiss
St., where Fry ate the
restaurant’s award-winning
wings and drank more beer.
He said he remembers tak-
ing around seven birthday
shots back-to-back.

“I was feeling fine, I guess;
then, so, I don’t know,” he
said, trailing off. He reached
a level of intoxication he had
never experienced but said
he didn’t really think about
it and wasn’t concerned.

After the Vine, Fry went to
Brothers Bar & Grill, 125 S.
Dubuque St. The group
walked into the bar, where a
doorman questioned Fry’s ID,
which said he wasn’t quite
21. Fry pleaded, saying it was
it was less than an hour until
his birthday.The doorman let
him through.

“I remember going in and
seeing the inside of [Broth-
ers] and, after that, I don’t
remember being in there,
doing anything, talking to
anyone, drinking anything,”
he said. “Right there is kind
of the last thing I remem-
ber.”

But Fry did drink at
Brothers. And after roughly
an hour, he went to Bo-
James, 118 E. Washington
St., where he had another
beer. The group went to the
now-defunct bar One-Eyed
Jakes, 18-20 S. Clinton St.,
shortly before midnight on
Feb. 7.

Approximately an hour
after an intoxicated Fry
arrived, he was asked to
leave the bar because he was
on the brink of vomiting.
Despite Fry’s drunkenness,
Ryan Theis, a Jakes employ-
ee, said he was “100 percent
cooperative.”

But when Fry tried to re-
enter Jakes, the doorman at
the time, Kyle Gayman,
stopped him. Fry’s level of
intoxication was an 8 or a 9
on a 10-point scale, Gayman
said.

Fry became aggressive,
calling the situation
“bulls***” and pointing to

his arm muscles. At that
point, Fry’s brother and
friends pulled him out of
Jakes and the group went
back to Brothers, where
Fry’s binge continued.

Fry stumbled out of
Brothers, one arm around
his brother and the other
draped over the shoulders of
his friend, Kevin Anson. At
the intersection of Burling-
ton and Gilbert Streets, Fry
let go of his human crutches
and staggered off into the
cold Iowa City night, leaving
his brother and friends chas-
ing him through the snow
before they stopped, think-
ing they’d meet him back at
the house.

BBllaacckkeedd oouutt
The group returned to the

Bowery Street house, expect-
ing to find a heavily intoxi-
cated, newly minted 21-year-
old waiting for them.

But he wasn’t.
Fry’s companions roamed

the streets of Iowa City.They
walked up and down the
snow-covered roads near the
house.

Anson tried to call Fry on
his cell phone several times,
but he only answered once,
making shivering noises.

Fry had stumbled to 513
S. Van Buren St., an apart-
ment building roughly one
block north of his friends’
house. Fry recognized the
“513” on the outside of the
building because it was the
same number on his friends’
Bowery Street house. He
staggered through a hall-
way, fell down, and pounded
on doors.

Eventually, he maneu-
vered down a half flight of
stairs and turned right, as
he would in his own apart-
ment building in Wilton.

Without a key to the
apartment he thought was
his own, he kicked open the
door of unit No. 1, at once
leaving a shoe mark, hurting
his foot, and bursting the
deadbolt.

Fry made his way back to
the bedroom, where he set
his wallet on the nightstand
and undressed before going
to bed.

PPaatt
Jerome “Patrick” McEwen

converted to Judaism based,
like many other things in his
life, on something he read.

McEwen — who had one
half-sister with whom he
had limited contact — was
an avid reader and decided
to give Judaism a chance
around age 50.

Jeff Portman, the rabbi at
Agudas Achim, the Iowa
City synagogue McEwen
attended, performed
McEwen’s conversion and
described the man whom he
knew for nearly 25 years as
“a little different.”

McEwen, an Iowa native
with a thick, white, scraggily
beard was frail and ham-
pered by physical and psy-
chological issues. He wore a
back brace and thanks to a
cane, he had limited mobili-
ty, but suffered from Parkin-
son-type symptoms, a schiz-
ophrenic-type personality
disorder, asthma, and high
blood pressure. He also expe-
rienced anxiety and depres-

sion.
“He was a frightened indi-

vidual,” Portman said. “The
synagogue was his oasis.”

Portman said he was
never concerned about
McEwen’s living situation,
noting his neighbors were all
very friendly and support-
ive. They knew about his
health problems and
“watched over him.”

McEwen loved science-fic-
tion movies and, if the rabbi
would let him, McEwen
would “talk my head off
about some movie,” Portman
said.

Portman said McEwen
also said he didn’t know
what he would do if he didn’t
have the synagogue.

But as much as McEwen
needed Agudas Achim, the
synagogue needed him. He
gave every Bar and Bat
Mitzvah child a simple
drawing he made on the
computer — sometimes of a
landscape, a pasture, or the
sky. And McEwen always
was present to make sure
the synagogue had enough
people to conduct a service.

McEwen wasn’t necessari-
ly the most religious mem-
ber of Agudas Achim, but he
was one of the most depend-
able.

‘A horrific death’
Curtis Fry didn’t expect to

find anyone in the bedroom
he apparently thought was
his own.

He especially didn’t expect
to find 75-year-old Pat
McEwen.

But a dangerous mix of
confusion and alcohol lead to
a minutes-long period in
which “one man’s life was
tragically taken and another
man’s life was irrevocably
altered,” 6th Judicial Dis-
trict Judge Mitchell Turner
later wrote.

Fry grabbed McEwen by
the neck with one hand and
punched him several times
in the face.

McEwen didn’t die imme-
diately. He suffered two frac-
tured cheek bones, cuts on
both sides of a broken nose,
lacerations in his mouth,
and one broken rib. The
amount of force applied to
McEwen’s neck caused both
thyroid horns in his voice
box to shatter. Eventually,
McEwen did die — from a
combination of blunt force
trauma to the face, head and
neck.

“He must have been fright-
ened out of his mind,” Port-
man said. “It must have been
a horrific death.”

Johnson County prosecu-
tor Janet Lyness shudders
when she thinks about the
killing.

“He was badly beaten,” she
said. “There were so many
blows to the head. It’s not a
one-punch deal. It was a bad
assault, and he was left to die
… it had to have been terrify-
ing.”

Turner’s ruling said a
blood stain in the snow out-
side the building proved
McEwen left his apartment
with the use of his cane, per-
haps trying to see which
direction his assailant had
gone. Fry, meanwhile, had
received a call from friend
Simon Maurer, during which
he told his friend he thought
he’d been in a fight with a
kid and was freaked out
because the person was “gur-
gling.” Testimony also indi-
cated Fry mentioned he
thought the person may be
dying.

Roughly half an hour
later, Fry made his way
down Van Buren Street
wearing two coats that did-
n’t belong to him. He wore
one regularly and the other
was wrapped around his
legs as pants. When Fry’s
friends saw him, they called
to him, eventually getting
him to pass out in the bed
where he planned to sleep.
He had a cut under his left
eye, a mark near his left
wrist, a small nick above his
ear, and a bruise on the right
side of his forehead.

The next morning, Fry
joked with his friends about
his lack of recollection of the
previous night. They shared
a laugh after informing Fry
he reunited with the group
wearing the two different
coats.

“I don’t remember any-
thing until that next morn-
ing waking up, and they’re
just telling me all that stuff
— I had no idea,” Fry said.
“I’d lost my wallet; I was dis-
appointed about that. I don’t
know. I had no idea what to
think.”

After grabbing a change of
clothes from his truck, Fry
started on the half-hour ride
back to Wilton.

‘A bomb went off’
Fry awoke on the morning

of Feb. 8, 2008, to a thump-
ing on the door of his Wilton
apartment.

He opened the door to find
a 6- 8 Iowa State Patrol offi-
cer standing in his doorway.

Following some innocent
questioning, the officer
asked Fry to accompany him
to the Iowa City police sta-
tion. Confused, he complied.

“I had no reason to be wor-
ried,” Fry said. “I had no idea
what to expect.”

An hour and a half after
he arrived at the Iowa City
police station, officers told
Fry they found his clothes
and wallet in a man’s apart-
ment, and the man was dead
in the bathroom.

“For me, it was like a
bomb went off inside me,”
Fry said, his voice shaking
slightly. “My whole world
was shaken up, and I didn’t
know what to think, what to
feel … How could I have
done this? This isn’t in me. I
walk away from fights. No.
What’s going on?”

Immediately, Fry, who had
zero memory of the ordeal,
did what he was accustomed
to: He turned to God and
prayed.

Trial
Curtis Fry was charged

with second-degree murder
within two hours of arriving
in Iowa City. He was taken
to the Johnson County Jail,
where he spent roughly a
year before his trial.

“It was an eye-opener, big
time,” he said. “My vision
was: I’m going to be around
all these hardened criminals
that want to beat me up for
everything I say. I was just
so worried about that, but
then you get in there, and
you start talking to guys,
and they’re people just like
we are … The thing that got
to me the most was how
much they almost didn’t
have a chance, a lot of the
guys because of the environ-
ment they grew up in.”

And Fry said some of his
time was spent thinking
about Patrick McEwen.

“I guess it was just won-
dering just how it all came
about.All the different corre-
lations in the numbers, and
the apartment number, and
all that and I just wondered
why it was his apartment,”
Fry said. “I didn’t know him
at all — just what people at
the depositions had said,
and it seemed like he was a
very nice man. I was just
extremely sorry for what
happened. I had no idea
what happened, but I knew I
was there.”

In jail, Fry read Christian
suspense novels, played
cards, and even started
drawing. He exercised in
spurts — he’d do pushups,
pull-ups — “at least do
something to use my mus-
cles.” He also ministered to
other inmates.

Fry recalls an instance
where an inmate took anoth-
er smaller inmate’s dessert

at every meal. The night Fry
received word about the bul-
lying, he decided he’d give
the larger inmate every one
of his meals. For breakfast,
Fry got his tray, walked to
the guy who’d been taking
the dessert, and handed him
his meal. At lunch, Fry got
his tray again, handed it to
the man, and said, “Here, I
don’t need it.”

At supper, the bully
stopped Fry from setting
down his tray.

“He goes, ‘Hold on, no — I
know why you’re doing this.
I don’t want it. I don’t want
it,’ ” Fry recalled. “So I said,
‘Well, then, you go give it to
the guy whose food you’ve
been taking.’ And he did. So
that was kind of the end of
that. Just seeing the guys
who think they’re better
than other people and
watching them tear down
other people — that was the
hardest part on me.”

Fry said he felt like God
gave him a personality that
allows people to get along
with him easily.

“[In jail], I just acted like
myself and didn’t try to be
someone else, and I got along
with everyone,” he said.
“There were very few people
that I had a confrontation
with.”

Johnson County Sheriff
Lonny Pulkrabek said he
never had direct contact
with Fry while he was in jail,
but he said jail officials
never had a problem with
him.

“What he’s saying is what
staff said also. They didn’t
hear much out of him. He
went about his business; he
did what he had to do,”
Pulkrabek said. “If there’s
such a thing as a model
inmate, he’d be in that cate-
gory. He made the best of
that situation, from what I
recall.”

Leading up to the trial,
Fry and his lawyers — local
public defenders Peter Per-
saud and Quint Meyerdirk
— decided to waive his
rights to a jury and let a
judge decide his fate. A
judge, Fry said, knew the
law better than a person on
a jury.

“The truth would come
out,” Fry said about his
thoughts in the days before
the trial. “I felt that, obvious-
ly, I was there. I don’t know
what happened or how it
came about, but I felt like if
my body did something even
though I may not know what
it was, that I should serve
consequences … I was will-
ing to accept the punish-
ment that they gave me.”

For five days, Fry stared
straight forward as he heard
friends testify about his
character and the events of
Feb. 6 and 7, 2008. He lis-
tened to McEwen’s friends,
alcohol experts, police detec-
tives, coroners, and his
lawyers, who used Fry’s
heavy state of intoxication to
argue he thought he was in
his own home and McEwen
was the intruder.

Fry said he cried during
the trial and the hardest
parts were when McEwen’s
friends and people from the
synagogue spoke about what
kind of person he was.

“I was nervous, but I don’t
know about worried, really,”
Fry said. “I knew that what-
ever happened, I was going
to be OK. I just kept that
positive attitude through the
whole thing.”

A little less than a month
after the end of Fry’s trial,
the judge issued his ruling,
convicting the then-22-year-
old of voluntary manslaugh-
ter, a charge to which Fry’s
attorneys tried to negotiate
“from the beginning.” The
charge held a 10-year maxi-
mum sentence, 40 years less
than the maximum sentence
for second-degree murder.

“I didn’t [think I would
receive a 50-year sentence]
just because I knew that I
didn’t intend anything, so
there’s no reason it could be
50 years,” Fry said. “I don’t
know — maybe that was
something that helped me
get through it, continually
not even thinking about it. I
didn’t really dwell on it a
whole lot, I guess.”

While there was subdued
happiness from Fry and his
supporters after the verdict
— and the issuance of the
sentence — McEwen’s
friends and the prosecution
blasted the ruling.

“I’ll try to put this in
words that are printable.
The ruling was a shock to
everyone,” Lindsay Eaves-
Johnson, a friend of
McEwen’s from the syna-
gogue, told The Daily Iowan
following the sentencing,
noting that she wouldn’t
vote for the judge’s reten-
tion.

Portman also said he “dis-
agreed totally with the
judge’s conclusion,” calling
the assertion that McEwen
left his apartment in pursuit
of Fry before crumbling on
�the floor of his own bath -
room to die “ludicrous.”

“He couldn’t have staggered
outside,” Portman said. “[The
judge] tried to make the facts fit
the ruling.”

But after the ruling, Turn-
er was defiant.

“I do not apologize for my
decision,” he said, according
to The Daily Iowan. “You
have a right to believe if the
system functioned properly
or if it has gone awry.”

As for Fry, the response to
critics is familiar.

“Everyone is entitled to
their opinion.”

CHAPTER 3
As surprised as Keith

Nester was when he heard
Curtis Fry killed Patrick
McEwen, the Marion youth
pastor said he was equally
proud when he heard Fry
was speaking to groups
about the importance of per-
sonal choices.

“Would you do what he’s
doing or would you run and
hide?” Nester asked the
youth group at First United
Methodist Church before
Fry took the stage. “Listen
for the voice of Jesus. You’re
going to hear about someone
who refused to stop listening

to Jesus.”
Then Fry told his story.
“How many of you guys

have made a bad choice?”
Fry began, eliciting a rush of
hands into the air.

For the next hour, he care-
fully wove a narrative about
his decision to make a trip to
Iowa City for his 21st birth-
day. He described what he
remembered of the night —
the beer pong, the wings and
drinks at the Vine, walking
to Brothers — before
recounting his interaction
with state police in the door-
way of his Wilton apart-
ment. An eerie silence fell
upon the room when Fry
said he was charged with
second-degree murder for
killing an elderly man on the
night of his 21st birthday.

“So you guys see how big
of an impact one choice can
make?” he concluded.

‘It’s not me’
After his sentencing, Fry

returned to the Johnson
County Jail for five weeks.
Then, he spent 47 days at
the Iowa Medical & Classifi-
cation Center, in Oakdale,
before being sent to the Fort
Dodge Correctional Facility,
where he spent year and
three months, the longest
period he stayed at one loca-
tion during his sentence.
Finally, he spent a year in
the North Central Correc-
tional Facility in Rockwell
City.

Fry was denied parole in
April 2011, but he was
granted work release that
August and moved to the
halfway house, where he
spent the remainder of his
prison sentence, just under
five months.

During that time, Fry
landed a job with a piping
group that installs steam
lines for the University of
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.

On Jan. 18, Fry became a
free man. He returned to
Wilton to live with his par-
ents and remains on parole
until August. Now, he com-
mutes to Iowa City four days
a week to work and pray.
After his release, Fry began
dating an old friend who
sent him letters of encour-
agement when he was in
prison. He helps his parents
on the boys’ ranch, and he
has spoken to more than a
dozen groups about his expe-
riences.

Fry’s hope is to eventually
give up his job with the pip-
ing company and become a
full-time speaker. For now,
he’s requesting groups pay
for his travel expenses and
reimburse him if he misses
any time from work. Addi-
tionally, some groups who
listen to his speech collect a
small amount of money from

audience members. The
speeches — even the one he
gave not so many blocks
from the site of the killing
earlier this year at the
Englert Theater, 221 E.
Washington St. — aren’t dif-
ficult, Fry said.

“I guess I don’t think into
things too much,” he said.
“I’m not a deep thinker.”

So are Fry’s actions
enough?

Rabbi Portman, McEwen’s
personal contact, said no
matter what Fry does, “he
can’t erase the fact he killed
someone” and “it wasn’t an
accident.”

When asked if he would be
open to allowing Fry to speak
to a youth group at the syna-
gogue, Portman was firm.

“I don’t want him any-
where near here,” he said,
adding, “I don’t ever want to
see him again.”

And when prosecutor
Lyness heard of Fry’s release
and saw coverage of his
speeches, she said she was
concerned Fry would be
made to look like a “hero.”

“I wish they would talk
more about Mr. McEwen,”
she said. “It’s very good he’s
talking, giving words, say-
ing, ‘Don’t let this happen to
you.’ That’s a positive mes-
sage. But I think focusing on
Curtis Fry instead of Mr.
McEwen is disconcerting. If
you ignore what he did,
you’re not getting the full
picture. I feel bad there was
nothing in [the coverage of
Fry’s release and speeches]
that says a man was beaten
in his own home.”

Still, Curtis Fry, who said
he won’t drink ever again,
believes his story is an
important one.

“I know there’s going to be
critics out there of every-
thing that we do,” Fry said
softly, adding, “I know that,
in my heart, I would never
intentionally do that to
someone. It’s not me.”
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Curtis Fry talks to a youth group at First United Methodist Church in Marion about his 2009 conviction for voluntary manslaughter and the impor-
tance of personal responsibility. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

The entrance to the Frys’ “Miracles can Happen Boys Ranch” in Wilton, Iowa. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

FRY
CONTINUED FROM 1A

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Go online to see a 
multimedia piece about
Fry’s life.

             



sion.
“He was a frightened indi-

vidual,” Portman said. “The
synagogue was his oasis.”

Portman said he was
never concerned about
McEwen’s living situation,
noting his neighbors were all
very friendly and support-
ive. They knew about his
health problems and
“watched over him.”

McEwen loved science-fic-
tion movies and, if the rabbi
would let him, McEwen
would “talk my head off
about some movie,” Portman
said.

Portman said McEwen
also said he didn’t know
what he would do if he didn’t
have the synagogue.

But as much as McEwen
needed Agudas Achim, the
synagogue needed him. He
gave every Bar and Bat
Mitzvah child a simple
drawing he made on the
computer — sometimes of a
landscape, a pasture, or the
sky. And McEwen always
was present to make sure
the synagogue had enough
people to conduct a service.

McEwen wasn’t necessari-
ly the most religious mem-
ber of Agudas Achim, but he
was one of the most depend-
able.

‘‘AA hhoorrrriiffiicc ddeeaatthh’’
Curtis Fry didn’t expect to

find anyone in the bedroom
he apparently thought was
his own.

He especially didn’t expect
to find 75-year-old Pat
McEwen.

But a dangerous mix of
confusion and alcohol lead to
a minutes-long period in
which “one man’s life was
tragically taken and another
man’s life was irrevocably
altered,” 6th Judicial Dis-
trict Judge Mitchell Turner
later wrote.

Fry grabbed McEwen by
the neck with one hand and
punched him several times
in the face.

McEwen didn’t die imme-
diately. He suffered two frac-
tured cheek bones, cuts on
both sides of a broken nose,
lacerations in his mouth,
and one broken rib. The
amount of force applied to
McEwen’s neck caused both
thyroid horns in his voice
box to shatter. Eventually,
McEwen did die — from a
combination of blunt force
trauma to the face, head and
neck.

“He must have been fright-
ened out of his mind,” Port-
man said. “It must have been
a horrific death.”

Johnson County prosecu-
tor Janet Lyness shudders
when she thinks about the
killing.

“He was badly beaten,” she
said. “There were so many
blows to the head. It’s not a
one-punch deal. It was a bad
assault, and he was left to die
… it had to have been terrify-
ing.”

Turner’s ruling said a
blood stain in the snow out-
side the building proved
McEwen left his apartment
with the use of his cane, per-
haps trying to see which
direction his assailant had
gone. Fry, meanwhile, had
received a call from friend
Simon Maurer, during which
he told his friend he thought
he’d been in a fight with a
kid and was freaked out
because the person was “gur-
gling.” Testimony also indi-
cated Fry mentioned he
thought the person may be
dying.

Roughly half an hour
later, Fry made his way
down Van Buren Street
wearing two coats that did-
n’t belong to him. He wore
one regularly and the other
was wrapped around his
legs as pants. When Fry’s
friends saw him, they called
to him, eventually getting
him to pass out in the bed
where he planned to sleep.
He had a cut under his left
eye, a mark near his left
wrist, a small nick above his
ear, and a bruise on the right
side of his forehead.

The next morning, Fry
joked with his friends about
his lack of recollection of the
previous night. They shared
a laugh after informing Fry
he reunited with the group
wearing the two different
coats.

“I don’t remember any-
thing until that next morn-
ing waking up, and they’re
just telling me all that stuff
— I had no idea,” Fry said.
“I’d lost my wallet; I was dis-
appointed about that. I don’t
know. I had no idea what to
think.”

After grabbing a change of
clothes from his truck, Fry
started on the half-hour ride
back to Wilton.

‘‘AA bboommbb wweenntt ooffff’’
Fry awoke on the morning

of Feb. 8, 2008, to a thump-
ing on the door of his Wilton
apartment.

He opened the door to find
a 6- 8 Iowa State Patrol offi-
cer standing in his doorway.

Following some innocent
questioning, the officer
asked Fry to accompany him
to the Iowa City police sta-
tion. Confused, he complied.

“I had no reason to be wor-
ried,” Fry said. “I had no idea
what to expect.”

An hour and a half after
he arrived at the Iowa City
police station, officers told
Fry they found his clothes
and wallet in a man’s apart-
ment, and the man was dead
in the bathroom.

“For me, it was like a
bomb went off inside me,”
Fry said, his voice shaking
slightly. “My whole world
was shaken up, and I didn’t
know what to think, what to
feel … How could I have
done this? This isn’t in me. I
walk away from fights. No.
What’s going on?”

Immediately, Fry, who had
zero memory of the ordeal,
did what he was accustomed
to: He turned to God and
prayed.

TTrriiaall
Curtis Fry was charged

with second-degree murder
within two hours of arriving
in Iowa City. He was taken
to the Johnson County Jail,
where he spent roughly a
year before his trial.

“It was an eye-opener, big
time,” he said. “My vision
was: I’m going to be around
all these hardened criminals
that want to beat me up for
everything I say. I was just
so worried about that, but
then you get in there, and
you start talking to guys,
and they’re people just like
we are … The thing that got
to me the most was how
much they almost didn’t
have a chance, a lot of the
guys because of the environ-
ment they grew up in.”

And Fry said some of his
time was spent thinking
about Patrick McEwen.

“I guess it was just won-
dering just how it all came
about.All the different corre-
lations in the numbers, and
the apartment number, and
all that and I just wondered
why it was his apartment,”
Fry said. “I didn’t know him
at all — just what people at
the depositions had said,
and it seemed like he was a
very nice man. I was just
extremely sorry for what
happened. I had no idea
what happened, but I knew I
was there.”

In jail, Fry read Christian
suspense novels, played
cards, and even started
drawing. He exercised in
spurts — he’d do pushups,
pull-ups — “at least do
something to use my mus-
cles.” He also ministered to
other inmates.

Fry recalls an instance
where an inmate took anoth-
er smaller inmate’s dessert

at every meal. The night Fry
received word about the bul-
lying, he decided he’d give
the larger inmate every one
of his meals. For breakfast,
Fry got his tray, walked to
the guy who’d been taking
the dessert, and handed him
his meal. At lunch, Fry got
his tray again, handed it to
the man, and said, “Here, I
don’t need it.”

At supper, the bully
stopped Fry from setting
down his tray.

“He goes, ‘Hold on, no — I
know why you’re doing this.
I don’t want it. I don’t want
it,’ ” Fry recalled. “So I said,
‘Well, then, you go give it to
the guy whose food you’ve
been taking.’ And he did. So
that was kind of the end of
that. Just seeing the guys
who think they’re better
than other people and
watching them tear down
other people — that was the
hardest part on me.”

Fry said he felt like God
gave him a personality that
allows people to get along
with him easily.

“[In jail], I just acted like
myself and didn’t try to be
someone else, and I got along
with everyone,” he said.
“There were very few people
that I had a confrontation
with.”

Johnson County Sheriff
Lonny Pulkrabek said he
never had direct contact
with Fry while he was in jail,
but he said jail officials
never had a problem with
him.

“What he’s saying is what
staff said also. They didn’t
hear much out of him. He
went about his business; he
did what he had to do,”
Pulkrabek said. “If there’s
such a thing as a model
inmate, he’d be in that cate-
gory. He made the best of
that situation, from what I
recall.”

Leading up to the trial,
Fry and his lawyers — local
public defenders Peter Per-
saud and Quint Meyerdirk
— decided to waive his
rights to a jury and let a
judge decide his fate. A
judge, Fry said, knew the
law better than a person on
a jury.

“The truth would come
out,” Fry said about his
thoughts in the days before
the trial. “I felt that, obvious-
ly, I was there. I don’t know
what happened or how it
came about, but I felt like if
my body did something even
though I may not know what
it was, that I should serve
consequences … I was will-
ing to accept the punish-
ment that they gave me.”

For five days, Fry stared
straight forward as he heard
friends testify about his
character and the events of
Feb. 6 and 7, 2008. He lis-
tened to McEwen’s friends,
alcohol experts, police detec-
tives, coroners, and his
lawyers, who used Fry’s
heavy state of intoxication to
argue he thought he was in
his own home and McEwen
was the intruder.

Fry said he cried during
the trial and the hardest
parts were when McEwen’s
friends and people from the
synagogue spoke about what
kind of person he was.

“I was nervous, but I don’t
know about worried, really,”
Fry said. “I knew that what-
ever happened, I was going
to be OK. I just kept that
positive attitude through the
whole thing.”

A little less than a month
after the end of Fry’s trial,
the judge issued his ruling,
convicting the then-22-year-
old of voluntary manslaugh-
ter, a charge to which Fry’s
attorneys tried to negotiate
“from the beginning.” The
charge held a 10-year maxi-
mum sentence, 40 years less
than the maximum sentence
for second-degree murder.

“I didn’t [think I would
receive a 50-year sentence]
just because I knew that I
didn’t intend anything, so
there’s no reason it could be
50 years,” Fry said. “I don’t
know — maybe that was
something that helped me
get through it, continually
not even thinking about it. I
didn’t really dwell on it a
whole lot, I guess.”

While there was subdued
happiness from Fry and his
supporters after the verdict
— and the issuance of the
sentence — McEwen’s
friends and the prosecution
blasted the ruling.

“I’ll try to put this in
words that are printable.
The ruling was a shock to
everyone,” Lindsay Eaves-
Johnson, a friend of
McEwen’s from the syna-
gogue, told The Daily Iowan
following the sentencing,
noting that she wouldn’t
vote for the judge’s reten-
tion.

Portman also said he “dis-
agreed totally with the
judge’s conclusion,” calling
the assertion that McEwen
left his apartment in pursuit
of Fry before crumbling on
�the floor of his own bath -
room to die “ludicrous.”

“He couldn’t have staggered
outside,” Portman said. “[The
judge] tried to make the facts fit
the ruling.”

But after the ruling, Turn-
er was defiant.

“I do not apologize for my
decision,” he said, according
to The Daily Iowan. “You
have a right to believe if the
system functioned properly
or if it has gone awry.”

As for Fry, the response to
critics is familiar.

“Everyone is entitled to
their opinion.”

CCHHAAPPTTEERR 33
As surprised as Keith

Nester was when he heard
Curtis Fry killed Patrick
McEwen, the Marion youth
pastor said he was equally
proud when he heard Fry
was speaking to groups
about the importance of per-
sonal choices.

“Would you do what he’s
doing or would you run and
hide?” Nester asked the
youth group at First United
Methodist Church before
Fry took the stage. “Listen
for the voice of Jesus. You’re
going to hear about someone
who refused to stop listening

to Jesus.”
Then Fry told his story.
“How many of you guys

have made a bad choice?”
Fry began, eliciting a rush of
hands into the air.

For the next hour, he care-
fully wove a narrative about
his decision to make a trip to
Iowa City for his 21st birth-
day. He described what he
remembered of the night —
the beer pong, the wings and
drinks at the Vine, walking
to Brothers — before
recounting his interaction
with state police in the door-
way of his Wilton apart-
ment. An eerie silence fell
upon the room when Fry
said he was charged with
second-degree murder for
killing an elderly man on the
night of his 21st birthday.

“So you guys see how big
of an impact one choice can
make?” he concluded.

‘‘IItt’’ss nnoott mmee’’
After his sentencing, Fry

returned to the Johnson
County Jail for five weeks.
Then, he spent 47 days at
the Iowa Medical & Classifi-
cation Center, in Oakdale,
before being sent to the Fort
Dodge Correctional Facility,
where he spent year and
three months, the longest
period he stayed at one loca-
tion during his sentence.
Finally, he spent a year in
the North Central Correc-
tional Facility in Rockwell
City.

Fry was denied parole in
April 2011, but he was
granted work release that
August and moved to the
halfway house, where he
spent the remainder of his
prison sentence, just under
five months.

During that time, Fry
landed a job with a piping
group that installs steam
lines for the University of
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.

On Jan. 18, Fry became a
free man. He returned to
Wilton to live with his par-
ents and remains on parole
until August. Now, he com-
mutes to Iowa City four days
a week to work and pray.
After his release, Fry began
dating an old friend who
sent him letters of encour-
agement when he was in
prison. He helps his parents
on the boys’ ranch, and he
has spoken to more than a
dozen groups about his expe-
riences.

Fry’s hope is to eventually
give up his job with the pip-
ing company and become a
full-time speaker. For now,
he’s requesting groups pay
for his travel expenses and
reimburse him if he misses
any time from work. Addi-
tionally, some groups who
listen to his speech collect a
small amount of money from

audience members. The
speeches — even the one he
gave not so many blocks
from the site of the killing
earlier this year at the
Englert Theater, 221 E.
Washington St. — aren’t dif-
ficult, Fry said.

“I guess I don’t think into
things too much,” he said.
“I’m not a deep thinker.”

So are Fry’s actions
enough?

Rabbi Portman, McEwen’s
personal contact, said no
matter what Fry does, “he
can’t erase the fact he killed
someone” and “it wasn’t an
accident.”

When asked if he would be
open to allowing Fry to speak
to a youth group at the syna-
gogue, Portman was firm.

“I don’t want him any-
where near here,” he said,
adding, “I don’t ever want to
see him again.”

And when prosecutor
Lyness heard of Fry’s release
and saw coverage of his
speeches, she said she was
concerned Fry would be
made to look like a “hero.”

“I wish they would talk
more about Mr. McEwen,”
she said. “It’s very good he’s
talking, giving words, say-
ing, ‘Don’t let this happen to
you.’ That’s a positive mes-
sage. But I think focusing on
Curtis Fry instead of Mr.
McEwen is disconcerting. If
you ignore what he did,
you’re not getting the full
picture. I feel bad there was
nothing in [the coverage of
Fry’s release and speeches]
that says a man was beaten
in his own home.”

Still, Curtis Fry, who said
he won’t drink ever again,
believes his story is an
important one.

“I know there’s going to be
critics out there of every-
thing that we do,” Fry said
softly, adding, “I know that,
in my heart, I would never
intentionally do that to
someone. It’s not me.”
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FEBRUARY 6, 1987
Curtis Fry is born 

1992
Fry family moves back to Wilton to 

eventually open boys ranch

2000
Fry enrolls in the Wilton School District

FALL 2005
Fry enrolls at St. Ambrose College and plays

special teams on the football team

DECEMBER 2005
Fry drops out of St. Ambrose and begins work-

ing at HNI Corporation in Muscatine

JULY 2007
Fry leads Young Life trip to Colorado

FRY’S BIRTHDAY
• Around 6 p.m. Feb. 6, 2008 — Curtis Fry

arrives at 513 Bowery St. in Iowa City with
his brother and sister-in-law and begins
playing beer pong

• Around 7 p.m. — Fry and the rest of
the group heads to The Vine where he ate,
drank beer and took shots

• Around 11:00 p.m. — Fry begs the
doorman at Brothers Bar & Grill to let him
in even though he was not yet 21

• Around midnight Feb. 7, 2008 — The
group went to Bo-James bar where Fry had
another beer before going to One-Eyed
Jakes

• Around 12:26 a.m. — Fry is asked to
leave Jakes, but attempts to re-enter the
bar

• Around 1:30 a.m. — After drinking
more at Brothers, Fry leaves the bars with
one arm around his brother and another
around his friend before running away from
the group

• Around 2 a.m. — Fry breaks into
Patrick McEwen’s Van Buren Street apart-
ment and beats him

• Around 2:30 a.m. — Fry’s friend sees
him coming down Van Buren Street with
two coats wrapped around his body;
search for Fry is called off

FEB. 8, 2008
Police officer knocks on the door of Fry’s

Wilton apartment and asks him to come to Iowa
City, where he’s charged with second-degree 

murder

MARCH 2009
Fry stands trial

APRIL 2009
Fry convicted of voluntary manslaughter

MAY 2009
Fry receives 10-year maximum 

sentence

JUNE 2009
Fry transferred to Iowa Medical &

Classification Center

JULY 2009
Fry transferred to Fort Dodge

Correctional Facility

SEPTEMBER 2010
Fry transferred to North Central

Correctional Facility in Rockwell City, Iowa

Curtis Fry surveys his sports awards at his family’s home on April 20. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Curtis Fry is escorted to his trial in 2008. Fry was charged with second-
degree murder but was convicted of the lesser charge of voluntary
manslaughter. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

 Iowa. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

SEQUENCE OF
EVENTS

APRIL 2011 
Fry denied parole

AUGUST 2011 
Fry granted parole

SEPTEMBER 2011
Fry moves to Hope House in Coralville

JANUARY 18, 2012
Fry becomes a free man

DECEMBER 2006  
Fry moves back to Wilton to work on

his father’s dairy operation

SEPTEMBER 2006 
Fry moves to Texas to work at the Still

Creek Children’s home

            



I’m one of those people
who gets irritated by
poor writing. I get
annoyed when someone
writes “to” instead of
“too” or when a friend
ends a sentence with a
preposition. Call me old-
fashioned.

In a casual conversa-
tion earlier this week, I
was shocked to hear my
roommate tell me that
“writing is dead.”

Yes, it stung a bit —
I’m a writing major. But
it wasn’t the comment
that bothered me: It was
the explanation.
Apparently, spell-check
means that learning how
to write is unimportant,
twitter-speak means that
we don’t need to use full
sentences, and that, well,
everything’s about math
and science nowadays.

Such logic astounds
me: Writing is not an art
as much as it is a lan-
guage in and of itself — a
code, so to speak. Good
writing is good thinking.
How well we write deter-
mines how well we can
articulate our thought
processes, our ingenuity,
our scientific discoveries.

I’m going to explain
why writing is impor-
tant. For one, it’s a gate-
keeping skill and a prac-
tical one. With an ever-
increasing number of
kids entering the profes-
sional world, correspon-
dence with potential
employers occurs prima-
rily at an electronic level.
Email, social networking,
and résumé presentation
epitomizes nearly all pre-
liminary interactions

between employer and
applicant. Often, it’s that
first email that gets your
foot in the door. Those
who fail to write well will
also fail to enter the job
market at the level for
which they’ve been for-
mally educated. And
those who have well-
developed communica-
tive abilities? They’ll not
only enter the work
world successfully, they’ll
excel.

I won’t delve into the
cultural importance of
writing — let’s be honest,
no one seems to care.
What people seem to be
concerned with is mar-
ketability: What skills
are important to master
in order to be profession-
ally equipped for the
work world? Writing, my
friends, is at the top of
the list. But don’t take
my word for it.

According to a College
Board report conducted
by the National
Commission on Writing,
writing is, more or less, a
ticket into the work
world. In a survey of 64
major American compa-
nies, the study found

that businesses consider
writing a threshold skill
for both employment and
promotion.

According to the find-
ings, people who fail to
write well and communi-
cate clearly are not only
seldom hired, they also
fail to be considered for
promotion.

Eloquence, my friends,
is everything.

In an age in which face
time is a dying art and
impressions are often
made via technological
means of communica-
tion, writing is how you
present yourself. Each
time you correspond
through writing, you’re
painting a picture of who
you are: And if you can’t
master the simple brush
strokes, you’re a lost
cause.

Another surprising —
and daunting — statistic:
More than 80 percent of
the companies surveyed
by the National
Commission on Writing
assess writing during the
hiring process. One exec-

utive even contended
that applicants who pres-
ent poorly written cover
levels are seldom consid-
ered for employment.

How people present
themselves on paper
means the difference
between a tailored,
Armani get-up and a
neon jumpsuit in the
eyes of the employer.

Writing is thinking on
paper. Failure to master
its basic components can
be interpreted as a basic
inability to think critical-
ly. And what kind of
employer is actively
seeking a young, college
grad with little to no crit-
ical thinking skills?
Check craigslist.

We attend a school
that has a national repu-
tation for its outstanding
writing programs. So
take a few classes.
Rhetoric’s not enough:
Trust me, I took it. Yes,
it’s a joke. Whether
you’re a physics genius
or a math wiz, a doctor or
a geologist, you’ll still
have to explain yourself
one day.
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Your turn. Do you think writing is dead?
Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

Gay people ruin
lives

Gay people are ruining my
life. For the longest time, I
dreamt of a career, a wife, and
a nuclear family, but I can’t
find fulfillment in doing any of
those things unless I can do
them while actively discrimi-
nating against a minority
group. I don’t even understand
why gay people have to get in
on marriage. Like, honestly, if
gay people get married, it just
won’t be cool anymore. If
everyone can do it, it’s going
to be so over.

To give an example, I was
totally the first person to like
Animal Collective. I knew about
it before it was cool and I lis-
tened to it religiously, reveling
in the satisfaction I got from
being part of an exclusive
group. But then everyone
jumped on the boat, and it
totally sank, man.

Marriage is no different. I
don’t want to get married if
everyone can do it. That’s just
boring. I really don’t under-

stand why gay people are
being so insensitive to my
needs. Can’t they see what
they’re doing? God himself
made marriage exclusive,
which makes it the coolest
exclusive club in the universe.
If gay people invade the sancti-
ty of that decree, getting mar-
ried is going to be like listening
to Animal Collective. It’s going
to be so over.

Recently, I was relieved to
see North Carolina protecting
the sanctity of marriage and
striking down civil unions.
Because honestly, gay people,
civil unions just make you look
like posers. Perhaps, if gay
people are lucky, God will
reconsider his definition and
expand the club. I would be OK
with that. But last time I talked
to God, he said his position was
still “evolving.”

Brian Healy

UI student

Slinging mud at
Slockett

Iowans prefer clean cam-
paigns, and it is unfortunate

that negative-attack politics
has appeared in an extreme
form in Johnson County. The
May 10 letter to the editor
opposing Tom Slockett’s re-
election bid as Johnson County
auditor contains innuendo,
half-truths, and outright lies.
Contrary to the writer’s claims,
Slockett has never harmed
anyone. Nor did he “repeated-
ly harass” his employees. On
the contrary, when he realized
that some members of his staff
felt pressured to sign his nomi-
nation papers, he acknowl-
edged his mistake and apolo-
gized to the staff. He later
repeated that apology in the
Cedar Rapids Gazette and
promised to take steps to
repair morale in the office,
steps he has begun.

In the midst of all the cam-
paign mud-slinging, it is impor-
tant for Johnson County voters
to understand what is at stake.
There is a nationwide campaign
underway to roll back voting
rights, including the rights of
students and minorities.
Slockett leads the nation in

extending the right to vote to
all citizens by making voting
accessible. This could not have
been done if he were not an
efficient, competent manager
of his office. His well-docu-
mented success in increasing
voter turnout in Johnson
County, one of the most tran-
sient counties in Iowa, is one
of the things that should make
us all proud to live in Iowa.

Supporters of Slockett’s
opponent, Travis Weipert, are
running a negative campaign
because they can make few
positive arguments for their
candidate, who lacks any expe-
rience running elections. They
suggest that he probably
wouldn’t interfere with the fine
work on elections performed
by the skilled staff that
Slockett has hired. That hardly
seems sufficient cause for
Johnson County voters to
reverse their longstanding
bipartisan support for an out-
standing public servant, Tom
Slockett.

Jeffery Cox

Iowa City resident

Writing is far from dead
It is perfectly fine for

ideology to play a role
in the debate over what
government sets out to
do, but once that
debate ends and it
comes time to make
policy, data should pave
the way forward.

I have spent much of
the space I have been
afforded — for which I
am very grateful —
over the past few
months pushing
against the often
penny-wise, pound-fool-
ish nature of using tax
cuts to solve every sin-
gle economic problem
our country faces. The
reason I have so per-
sistently pushed
against the idea of tax-
cuts as a panacea
stems from the fact I
am a proponent of poli-
cies that make govern-
ment more efficient
and effective.

There are two rea-
sons I fixate so narrow-
ly on the ideas of effi-
ciency and effectiveness
rather than paying any
credence to how “big” or
“small” a policy is liable
to make government.

First, the concepts of
“big government” and
“small government”
have little, if anything,
to do with making gov-
ernment better. Second,
unlike “big govern-
ment” and “small gov-
ernment” (which are
highly subjective
terms), we can actually
reliably quantify
whether a policy is
likely to make govern-
ment more efficient or
effective.

I admit determining
what policies will actu-
ally make government
more effective and effi-
cient is daunting. It
requires studying histo-
ry and understanding
what is politically fea-
sible. More importantly,
it requires undertaking
the often slow and frus-
trating process of
weighing the respective
costs and benefits of a
multitude of policies
against one another.

Up to this point, I
have spent most of my
time discussing policies
that are ineffective and
inefficient. In fact, my
entire column
Thursday was intended
to put a bow on my
campaign against
imprudent anti-tax eco-
nomic theories and
policies.

However, I feel that I
have failed to do
enough to discuss alter-
natives. That said, here
we go.

Right now, all of the
Bush tax cuts are still
on the books. They are
slated to phase out
soon, but Republicans
will likely fight tooth
and nail to extend
them because they
warn that tax increases
will dampen economic
growth.

No doubt this is true.
The tax cuts were not
accompanied by spend-
ing cuts, putting them
squarely in the realm

of classic Keynesian
expansionary economic
policy. As far expan-
sionary policy goes
however, the tax cuts
(38 percent of which
benefited the top 1 per-
cent of income earners)
are notably inefficient.

In their first 10
years, the tax cuts cost
around $250 billion a
year. According to Mark
Zandy’s testimony
before Congress, every
dollar we spent on
these tax cuts
increased GDP by
around $0.31. This
means the tax cuts pro-
vide us a $75.5 billion
economic boost each
year.

That established,
here are three ways we
can make government
either more effective or
more efficient by sim-
ply redirecting money
from one expansionary
policy to another.

According the
Congressional Budget
Office’s analysis, infra-
structure spending
increases GDP by $0.5
to $1.2 per dollar in
budgetary cost. This
means that in the
worst-case scenario, we
could reduce the debt
by $95 billion a year
without depressing
GDP by letting the tax
cuts end and reinvest-
ing some of those dol-
lars in infrastructure
spending.

That same CBO
analysis also found
that aid to states to
prevent layoffs and
service cuts increases
GDP by $0.4 to $1.1
per dollar in budgetary
cost. In the worst-case
scenario, we could
expect U.S. GDP to
grow by an additional
$25 billion by turning
all of the tax cuts into
aid to states. This also
has the added benefit
of preventing states
from laying off teach-
ers, police officers, and
other first responders.

Back to Zandy’s
Congressional testimo-
ny; he found that each
additional budgetary
dollar spent on food
stamps increases GDP
by about $1.73. That
means if we shifted less
than one-fifth of all the
tax cuts to additional
food aid for the poor, we
could decrease the
annual debt by $200
billion and U.S. GDP
growth would remain
about the same.

None of what I just
said concerns bigness,
smallness, fairness, or
morality. These are just
numbers, and they
speak for themselves.

There is considerable
room for ideologically
founded debates over
what government
should and should not
do. But once that ideo-
logical battle has been
waged and it comes
time to construct policy,
data should dictate the
path going forward.
Whether it is alleviat-
ing poverty, stimulating
economic growth, or
improving education,
the policies that most
directly and efficiently
achieve those things
should be given prefer-
ence over all others.

We need better
government

DANIEL TAIBLESON
daniel-taibleson@uiowa.edu

SAMUEL CLEARY
samuel-cleary@uiowa.edu

Column

Freshman Haley Mueksch (left) and Mary O’Connor sprawl out on the Pentacrest lawn to study on
April 1. (The Daily Iowan/Chastity Dillard)
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in the center’s Headstart
Program first went to
teacher Michael Crowley in
December 2011 with con-
cerns her daughter had
been sexually abused by
Varney. The mother first
came to staff with her con-
cerns after her child sat on
her lap and “kissed her
passionately.” When the
mother asked the child
where she learned to kiss
like that, the child repeat-
edly answered “Colleen” —
in reference to Varney.

Crowley then informed
Freeman-Murdah. Free-
man-Murdah, as a manda-
tory reporter in her posi-
tion, is required to report

allegations of sexual abuse
to the Department of
Human Services within 24
hours.

But Assistant County
Attorney Meredith Rich-
Chappell said during the
trial that Freeman-Mur-
dah’s speculations about
what did or did not happen
should not override what
the child’s mother reported
her daughter had said.

“So you were not able to
take on face value what a
mother had said that her
daughter reported?” the
attorney asked Freeman-
Murdah.

Rich-Chappell then
asked Freeman-Murdah if
she was required to take
any specialized training as
to whether child abuse has
or hasn’t occurred, and
Freeman-Murdah — other
than mandatory reporter
training — said she had

not.
The mother was revealed

earlier in the trial to have
experienced sexual abuse
herself as a child. Free-
man-Murdah’s attorney
Leon Spies discussed a
prior statement Freeman-
Murdah made that this
fact may have partially
triggered the feelings and
reactions the mother had
toward her daughter’s
reports.

“We find working with
women [who have been
sexually abused] that
things will trigger,” Free-
man-Murdah said. “That it
leads to some immediate
conclusions that other peo-
ple might not make based
on her experience.”

Brian Loring, the execu-
tive director of the Neigh-
borhood Centers of John-
son County, testified that
although staff members

are required to report alle-
gations of sexual abuse to
Human Services and not
rely on personal investiga-
tions to determine if abuse
occurred, he and other
Neighborhood Center staff
were under the impression
the issue was resolved
after Freeman-Murdah
met with Varney in mid-
December.

“We wouldn’t hesitate if
we believed there was
abuse to report,” he said.

When Spies asked Lor-
ing if he believed Freeman-
Murdah deviated from any
responsibilities over the
course of the matter, Lor-
ing said, “I do not believe
so.”

The jury also heard testi-
mony from Sarah Swisher,
an AmeriCorps member
who works at the Broad-
way Center, Valerie Kemp,
a probation officer whose

office is located in the center,
and Rod Sullivan, a Johnson
County supervisor. All three
spoke to Freeman-Murdah’s
character in a positive way.
But Rich-Chappell said  in
cross-examinations that
none of them had firsthand
knowledge of the specific
case at hand.

After the jury of seven
was dismissed, Spies said
the state did not prove
Freeman-Murdah guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt
and asked 6th District
Judge Stephen Gerard to
acquit her.

The jury is expected
today to hear closing state-
ments from both attorneys
and begin deliberations.

If convicted, Freeman-
Murdah would be the first
person in Johnson County
to possibly serve time for
failing mandatory-reporter
duties.

FREEMAN 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Broadway
Neighborhood
Center trial
Attorneys argue:
• Leon Spies, defense: No evi-
dence was given that
Freeman-Murdah had some
other belief besides the
“abuse did not occur.” The
reasonable-person assess-
ment in based on Freeman-
Murdah in her own shoes.
• Meredith Rich-Chappell,
prosecution: Giving meaning
to the words “reasonable” or
“reasonable belief” make the
statute virtually impossible
to violate. There is evidence
that a reasonable, cautious
person would have made the
conclusion there was possi-
ble child abuse and it needed
to be reported to Human
Services for further investi-
gation. 

Source: Johnson County Courtroom
dialogue 

why conservatives wouldn’t
want to be just as equally
as involved in educational
pursuits. I would expect
conservatives to be just as
interested in higher educa-
tion and helping college-
age students as liberals
and independents are.”

Covington said people
typically assume most pro-
fessors — at the UI and
nationwide — identify
either as liberal or Democ-
rat. But, he said, that isn’t
always the situation.

“I do think that universi-
ties are places for reflection
and self-correction and, in
the interest of diversity, I
think that universities
should make sure that they
represent the full spectrum
of viewpoints as well as
demographics,” he said.

A 2010 study reported 43
percent of professors
nationwide as being liberal.
Neil Gross and Ethan

Fosse — who conducted the
study — concluded that
rather than asking why so
many professors are liber-
al, the better question to
ask is why more conserva-
tives are not choosing the
higher-education career
path.

“On the whole, our
research shows that there
isn’t a systematic discrimi-
nation among conserva-
tives … they just tend to
not go into higher educa-
tion,” Fosse, a Ph.D. candi-
date in sociology at Har-
vard University, told The
Daily Iowan. “Conserva-
tives, I think, should be
looking inward and think-
ing, Why is it that young
conservatives want to go
into the private sector
instead of the public sec-
tor?”

UI political-science Asso-
ciate Professor Tim Hagle
also noted conservatives
are more likely to go into
the private sector while lib-
erals remain in academia.

“Conservatives and
Republicans that are per-
haps more entrepreneurial,
more business-oriented are

more interested in going
out and creating jobs and
businesses,” he said. “The
academic environment
doesn’t appeal to them as
much.”

Hagle said the percent-
age of Republicans at the
UI isn’t that surprising.

“Ten percent doesn’t
seem that bad,” he said.
“Someone outside may
think that’s pretty low, but
it depends on what the
comparison is.”

Hagle said different
departments within the
university lend themselves
to an overwhelming majori-
ty of Democratic professors.
Business and medicine col-
leges, he said, typically
have more Republicans
than others do.

Fosse said it’s important
not to generalize higher
education trends at all,
though there isn’t much
research on this topic.

“There’s no systematic
bias across higher educa-
tion in terms of hiring, the
recruitment of professors,
[or] students,” he said.

BIAS 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

NO FINALS, NO WORRIES

UI alumnus Justin Sukup plays Frisbee with UI senior Adam Freese near the Pentacrest on Thursday.
(The Daily Iowan/Jessica Payne)

          



News
8A - The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Friday, May 11, 2012

ddaaiillyyiioowwaann..ccoomm for more news

By DEREK KELLISON
derek.kellison@gmail.com

Iowa City School Dis-
trict officials are aiming to
revise the district’s bully-
ing policy in light of con-
cerns over clarity and
punishments.

Board member Sarah
Swisher said the current
policy — which intensifies
punishment from a warn-
ing on first incident to
expulsion or possible
police intervention as bul-
lying incidents escalate —
lacks some important
measures.

“The language for the
policy is very strong, but
it’s vague because it doen’t
say what the conse-
quences are,” she said.

According to state and
district policy, bullying is
“any electronic, written,
verbal, or physical act or
conduct” that creates a
“hostile school environ-
ment.”

District Director of
Equity Ross Wilburn said
the district faces difficulty
matching the sufficient
punishment to the inten-
sity of the bullying.

“The distinction
between conflict and bul-
lying is hard to under-
stand,” he said. “The inci-
dent has to meet a certain
threshold which depends
on the person filing the
complaint.”

Yet satisfaction with
Iowa City school safety
has stood around 90 per-

cent since 2007 — almost
100 percent in 2011 —
according to the district’s
Youth Survey of sixth-,
eighth-, and 11th-grade
students.

But the same surveys
also showed 60 percent of
students consistently
reported bullying inci-
dents involving verbal
abuse. Swisher said the
discrepancy between
reports may come from
students not knowing
when to report bullying
cases.

“We have made steady
improvements [in school
safety] over the years,” she
said. “But that doesn’t
mean there’s no bullying
going on.”

Iowa City Education
Association President Tom
Yates, who brought the
issue forward at a May 1
School Board meeting,
also said the district needs
to give more attention to
bullying. The problem
could be fixed, he said, by
developing a board of stu-
dent peers or by imple-
menting more advertising
for counseling.

Yet a focus on more
effective punishment
would best deter bullies
who think they can get
away with their actions,
he said.

“We see instances all
the time when bullying
seems to work,” Yates
said. “But if you keep see-
ing this, you might think
you can get away with it.”

Bullying is hard to com-
bat across the nation,
according to a study by
the National Technical
Center of Positive Behav-
ior Research. The study,
completed in 2012, indi-
cated 80 percent of bully-
ing incidents give the bul-
lies some kind of attention
and likely lead them to
continue their actions.

“The major challenge
we face is creating an
effective learning environ-
ment in school systems,”
said Rob Horner, Center
director. “You can’t just tell
people not to bully.”

Horner said the Center
released a new program
this year for addressing
bullying nationwide called
the Multi-Tiered Systems
Report — which focuses
on more intensive pro-
grams teaching students
about bullying from the
start of their education.
The program is used in
parts of Illinois, Califor-
nia, New Mexico, Mary-
land, and Iowa, though
not currently in the Iowa
City School District.

“The traditional punish-
ment was to expel the ‘bad
[students,]’ ” he said. “The
new way of thinking is to
do what works for most
and develop specialized
programs that work with
smaller groups.”

The Iowa City School
District Governance Com-
mittee plans to review the
district bullying policy at
a future date.

District studies bullying

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mili-
tary leaders have concluded
that last year’s repeal of the
ban on gays serving openly
in uniform has not affected
morale or readiness so far,
Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta said Thursday.

“My view is that the mili-
tary has kind of moved
beyond it. It’s become part
and parcel of what they’ve
accepted within the mili-
tary,” Panetta told reporters
during a Pentagon press
conference.

Panetta’s comments
come a day after President
Obama announced he sup-
ports same-sex marriage.
And the Defense secretary’s
statement reflects what has
been an assessment of the
impact that gays serving
openly would have on the
military. Some military
leaders initially had
expressed concerns that
repealing the 18-year-old
ban could undermine unit
cohesion, particularly
among troops serving on
the battlefields in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

But a report to Panetta,
obtained by the Associated
Press, provides the individ-
ual assessments of all the
military services and the
combatant commands, and

all said that as of May 1
they had seen no issues or
impacts of the repeal.

The military service lead-
ers have been sending
Panetta monthly updates
on the impact of the repeal,
which took effect in Sep-
tember.

Army Gen. Martin
Dempsey, the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
also said he had seen no
negative effects on military
order or discipline.

“What were we afraid of
is we didn’t know,”
Dempsey said when asked
why military officials were
so worried about the repeal
before it took effect. “I think
that the way we were given
a year to make this assess-
ment to educate ourselves
to collaborate, to build the
sense of trust on this issue,
and given that time to do it,
I think it worked out well.”

The Pentagon’s worries
were buttressed by early
surveys that showed com-
bat troops in particular —
including 56 percent of
Marines who served in
combat — viewed repeal
negatively in terms of how
it could affect readiness and
unit cohesion.

After the repeal date,

however, defense officials
said the concerns apparent-
ly were unfounded, and it
turned out to be a “non-
event.”

To date there appears to
have been just one incident
that may have involved
anti-gay violence in the mil-
itary.

Last month a Marine
allegedly stabbed another
Marine to death in Wash-
ington after a fight that
reportedly began when the
suspect used an anti-gay
slur to refer to the victim.
The slaying occurred near
the Marine Barracks in
southeast Washington.

Officials: No effect from ‘Don’t Ask’

UI freshman Riju Ghimire, a biology/pre-med student, studies for a chemistry exam on the Pentacrest on
Thursday. (The Daily Iowan/Jessica Payne)

WORKIN’ HARD OR HARDLY WORKIN’?
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MOVIN’ ON UP
Freshman Sasha Kuebel was promoted to Iowa’s
No. 2 starter as the Hawkeyes prepare to face
Michigan State. Page 2B

By BEN SCHUFF
benjamin-schuff@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s basket-
ball team posted an overall
winning record in 2011-12
for the first time in five
years.

And for the first time in
what seemed like forever,
Hawkeye basketball
became exciting to watch
again.

“It was a matter of us
believing we could do it,”
guard Devyn Marble said.

“Coming into the year, we
knew we’d be better than
last year — but we didn’t
know how good.”

The Hawkeyes’ most sig-
nificant achievement in
year two of the Fran
McCaffery era came in the
form of the program’s first
postseason victory in
almost a decade. Iowa
defeated Dayton, 84-75, in
the first round of the NIT
before a raucous home
crowd on March 13.

The 2011-12 season was

a season of firsts in many
ways. Iowa’s first-round
defeat of Illinois in the Big
Ten Tournament marked
the first time in six years
the Hawkeyes lived to see
round two.

This past season also
marked the first time in
four years Iowa didn’t fin-
ish second-to-last in the
Big Ten. The team’s 8-10
conference record tied for
fifth-best, and it doubled its
league victory total from a
year ago.

The Hawkeyes’ 18 victo-
ries were the program’s
most since the 2005-06 sea-
son. Matt Gatens was only
a sophomore at Iowa City
High that year and hadn’t
yet started a career that
would land him sixth on
the school’s all-time scoring
list.

When asked if he
thought Iowa had a realis-
tic shot at post-season play
during his first two years
with the Hawkeyes, Gatens
said, “It didn’t look good.”

“But with Coach McCaf-
fery coming in and really
shocking the program, get-
ting the fans back involved,
that really helped,” he told
The Daily Iowan. “Things
are on the rise.”

Some of the largest

Hoopsters bounce back

Iowa players and fans celebrate the Hawkeyes’ 67-66 victory over Wisconsin in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 23. Iowa won four more Big Ten games than it did in 2011, marking the program’s best conference
improvement since 1995. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

By TORK MASON
tork-mason@uiowa.edu

Many track and field ath-
letes keep track of “paper
points” — the number of
points the team would
score in a meet based on
performances throughout
the season.

The Iowa track and field
team has taken that to
another degree.

The Hawkeyes use a
paper-point thermometer,
which they have kept in
their locker room for the
past few seasons. The more
points they have on paper
in the Big Ten, the higher
the temperature, and it’s
updated every week to
include the latest results
from around the confer-
ence.

“I’ve observed that if you
get 100 points at the [Big
Ten] meet, you’re usually in
the top three,” head coach
Larry Wieczorek said. “And
so I said, ‘Hey, we want to
move to that 100 points.’
And one of our goals on our
board in the locker room is
‘Be a 100-point team.’ ”

Assistant coach Joey
Woody said he talked about
the team’s goals with his
wife, Heather, who is a cor-
porate-success coach. She
suggested the team should
have some form of visual
representation of how it
performs.

The coaching staff went
with the thermometer
graphic for a specific rea-
son, Woody said.

“It was more about how
we want to be hot at the
right time,” he said. “That
was the euphemism we
wanted to use is that,
‘Guys, we want to be really
boiling at the right time
and hitting it on all cylin-
ders as we head into the
[Big Ten] meet.’ ”

By BEN ROSS
benjamin-d-ross@uiowa.edu

The Iowa softball team
is just one year removed
from a 9-11 conference
record and an eighth-place
finish, but it is now in the
midst of a three-team race
for the top finish in the Big
Ten.

Iowa, second in the
league with a 14-7 mark,
will head to Minnesota (9-
12) this weekend for its
final regular-season com-
petition.

The other two squads
still in the hunt for the Big
Ten title, Michigan (15-5)
and Purdue (13-7), play
each other this weekend in
a three-game series in Ann
Arbor, Mich.

The Hawkeyes don’t

necessarily control their
own destiny. The Black
and Gold can claim the top
spot by end of the week if
they sweep the Gilded
Rodents in Minneapolis
and get a little help from
Purdue.

If the Boilermakers can
take at least two games
from the reigning confer-

ence champions, Iowa will
earn its highest finish
since it placed second in
2005.

Senior captain Katie
Keim said she thinks the
Hawkeyes don’t add any
extra or unnecessary value
to the closing games of the
Big Ten season and head
into them as they do any

other contest.
“We try not to think

about it,” she said.
The Hawkeyes can still

look back at a successful
season if they don’t win
the conference, especially
because this is only the
second year head coach

Tracksters push
the ‘mercury’

Softball eyes shot at the title
The Iowa soft-
ball team has
turned into a
top-three team
in the Big Ten
after placing
eighth one year
ago.

YEAR-END AWARDS

The Hawkeyes
are near ‘boiling’
as they enter the
Big Ten outdoor
championships.

SEE BASKETBALL, 3B

SEE TRACK, 3B

After years of mediocrity, the Iowa men’s basketball team showed signs of a bright future in the 2011-12 season.

Senior catcher Liz Watkins throws an Indiana player out at first base at Pearl Field on April 29. Watkins
and the Hawkeyes can win the Big Ten this weekend if they can sweep Minnesota and if Purdue can take
its series with top-ranked Michigan. (The Daily Iowan/Melissa Wilson)

SEE SOFTBALL, 3B

Fifth in a five-part
series
All week, The Daily Iowan has
revealed its athletes, coaches,
and stories of the year.
• Monday: Freshman of the Year:
Aaron White
• Tuesday: Coach of the Year:
Fran McCaffery
• Wednesday: Male Athlete of the
Year: Marvin McNutt
• Thursday: Female Athlete of the
Year: Becky Stoughton
• Today: Story of the Year:
Men’s basketball resurgence

DAILYIOWAN.COM
MORE INSIDE

Besides the men’s basket-
ball team’s return to rele-
vance, what was the Story
of the Year in Iowa sports?
Page 2B
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OOllyymmppiicc wwrreessttlliinngg ttrriiaallss
iinn CCaarrvveerr--HHaawwkkeeyyee
AArreennaa

A statue of wrestling leg-
end Dan Gable stands out-
side Carver-Hawkeye
Arena. Thousands of fans
gathered in April to pose
for pictures with the figure
before they filed inside to
watch the country’s best
wrestling.

Slightly more than
22,600 people attended the
2008 U.S. Olympic
wrestling trials; that wasn’t
enough.American wrestling
was in a tough spot as it
struggled to attract fans
and sell tickets, and pro-
grams all over the country
were falling apart or were
killed completely. That’s
why the U.S. trials commit-
tee decided to host the
event in Carver-Hawkeye
Arena this Olympiad.

USA Wrestling commis-
sioners hoped holding the
trials in the “Mecca of
wrestling” would breathe
life back into the sport and
bring a few more wrestling
fans into the venue. Gable
himself said Iowa City
could “make a difference”
on the fate of wrestling in
America.

It worked.
The University of Iowa

sold 54,766 tickets. More
than 13,000 fans packed
Carver-Hawkeye for each
of four sessions — even in
the second period on April
21, which featured no
Hawkeyes. Iowa City shat-
tered every Olympic
wrestling trials attendance
record.

The athletes who hadn’t
wrestled in Carver-Hawk-
eye before said it was a
dream — that wrestling in
front of a crowd so passion-
ate was life-changing. The
athletes who had seen the
mats in Carver-Hawkeye
before said it felt like com-
ing home.

Wrestling fans saw some
of the most powerful
moments in all of American

wrestling. Clarissa Chun
became the United States’
first two-time Olympian in
women’s freestyle
wrestling. Henry Cejudo —
the youngest competitor
ever to win Olympic gold
medal in wrestling — took
his shoes off on the mat
and retired at the age of 25.
Rulon Gardner, the 2000
gold and 2004 bronze
medalist, revealed a new
healthy body that had lost
200 pounds. Ben Provisor
made the Olympic team at
21 years of age. Ellis Cole-
man made it at 20.

The Olympics only come
around every four years,
and only once has the Unit-
ed States seen so many
people ecstatic to watch 18
weight classes of wrestling
for two full days. Wrestling
is man’s oldest sport, but
Iowa City brought some-
thing new to it this year —
something special. Iowa
City took a sport that was
falling apart, packed
54,766 people into it, and
let it start to grow again.

Iowa City witnessed the
rebirth of wrestling.

— by Molly Irene 
Olmstead

IIoowwaa CCiittyy aass BBiigg TTeenn
ttiittllee ttoowwnn

The University of Iowa
hasn’t won any team Big
Ten championships in the
2011-12 school year.

But this year, no town
was home to more Big Ten
championships than Iowa
City.

The UI played host to
four Big Ten championship
events — men’s and
women’s swimming, and
men’s and women’s gym-
nastics.

Iowa City was painted
with the colors of the 12
conference institutions dur-
ing those four events — the
Scarlet and Gray of Ohio
State, the Maize and Blue
of Michigan, and, of course,
the Black and Gold of Iowa.

The championships all

boasted down-to-the-wire
finishes, memorable ath-
letes, and of course, cham-
pionship performances.

Michigan, Minnesota,
Illinois, and Nebraska
claimed the respective
championships, and fans
from the other 11 Big Ten
towns left either the Cam-
pus Recreation & Wellness
Center or Carver-Hawkeye
Arena with a taste of Iowa
City.

The reason Iowa City’s
place as Big Ten title town
is so notable is because no
other university can boast
three championship events,
much less four.

Only Indianapolis, which
has become the center of
the Big Ten but doesn’t
house a team, hosted four
events. The only two Big
Ten towns to host even two
championships are
Evanston, Ill., and Colum-
bus, Ohio.

The four championships
boasted an atmosphere
unlike any other local
event this year, but Iowa
City shouldn’t get too used
to being Big Ten title town.
The 2012-13 schedule has
only one conference cham-
pionship coming to town —
field hockey.

— by Ryan Murphy

MMeenn’’ss tteennnniiss ssttrruugggglleess
I thought the Story of the

Year competition was no
contest when I saw the list
of candidates.

Only one team at Iowa
completed a historic season
this past year: the men’s
tennis team. The
Hawkeyes were supposed
to feature one of its better
teams in recent memory,
but instead, they made up
the worst edition in pro-
gram history.

Iowa started the season
1-2 — it defeated George
Washington at a neutral
site — before losing its final
20 meets for a 1-22, 0-12
Big Ten finish.

The Hawkeyes weren’t
just losing; they weren’t
even close most of the time.
Iowa scored two or fewer
points in 19 of its matches
and was shut out four
times.

Seniors Will Vasos and
Tom Mroziewicz, both of
whom were to lead the
squad because of their
experience, posted a com-
bined 4-28 singles record.
Freshman Matt Hagan,
who entered the spring
having been named the
Intercollegiate Tennis
Association Missouri Valley
Player of the Year in the
fall, posted a 2-18 singles
mark. Seniors Chase Beck-
ert and Chris Speer com-
bined with sophomores
Jonas Dierckx and Michael
Swank for a 6-27 singles
record; Dierckx posted all
six victories.

Add up all of the num-
bers, and the team finished
with a 25-98 record overall
in singles play. Combine
that with a 22-39 doubles
record, and you’ve got your-
self a historically bad sea-
son.

But just how historically
bad was the season? The
2012 Iowa men’s tennis
team (with a .045 winning
percentage) beat out Don
Klotz’s 1961 group that
went 1-13 (.076) for the
title of “worst in program
history.”

So let me ask you a ques-
tion: What’s the better
story? The men’s basketball
team’s mediocre season
that ended with a whimper
in the NIT, or the men’s
tennis team was the worst
of all time?

The answer seems pretty
obvious to me.

— by Tom Clos

By BEN SCHUFF
benjamin-schuff@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s top starting pitch-
er models his game after a
former major-league jour-
neyman shortstop.

When freshman Sasha
Kuebel was asked if he
tries to emulate a big-
league pitcher when he
toes the rubber, the St.
Louis native immediately
offered David Eckstein’s
name instead.

“As weird as that is to
say,” Kuebel said and
laughed. “I always looked

up to him, not because of
his talent — he’s not one of
the big dogs like [Albert]
Pujols or one of those guys
— but he came to the field
every day with the mentali-
ty that he’s going to work
as hard as he can, and he’s
going to do what he can to
help the team win.”

While the left-hander
may not think of Eckstein
as a “top dog,” Kuebel has
become one himself in the
Big Ten. His consistent
effort has earned him a
Saturday start as Iowa’s
No. 2 pitcher this weekend
when the Hawkeyes travel

to East Lansing, Mich., for
a three-game series with
Michigan State.

Kuebel had started the
third game of each of the
Hawkeyes’ Big Ten series
to this point in the season,
but a strong case could be
made that he has been
Iowa’s top pitcher. He ranks
in the top-10 in the confer-
ence in several pitching
categories and leads all Big
Ten freshmen in ERA,
opponents’ batting average,
runs allowed, earned runs
allowed, and fewest walks
allowed.

All that comes from a
pitcher that Iowa manager
Jack Dahm said before the
season would be given a
few starts and “we’ll go
from there.”

“I thought he was going
to be successful,” Iowa
pitching coach Chris Mal-
iszewski said. “I can’t say I
knew he’d be this success-
ful.”

Kuebel’s 3.03 ERA is the

lowest of Iowa’s starting
pitchers, and it has been for
a significant portion of the
season. It’s one reason he’s
the only one of the
Hawkeyes’ three weekend
starters to boast a winning
team record of 7-4. Iowa is
5-6 when Jarred Hippen
takes the mound, 1-10 in
Matt Dermody’s starts.

“The confidence Sasha
has in himself rubs off onto
other players when they’re
playing behind him,” Dahm
said. “It seems nowadays
it’s tougher and tougher to
find kids with his type of
confidence — but also back
it up when he gets on the
mound. It’s pretty rare to
see.”

What’s not rare to see is
Kuebel giving Iowa a quali-
ty start. He has only failed
to pitch into the seventh
inning in three of his 11
starts.

Kuebel’s most recent out-
ing was arguably the best
of his young Big Ten career.
He shut down Michigan on
May 5 by pitching a com-
plete game and allowing
only 2 runs to keep the
Maize and Blue from a
sweep. Michigan had
scored 19 runs in the first
two games of the series.

Kuebel really struggled
only twice this year. The
first time was on March 4
against Youngstown State
— a game Iowa won in
extra innings — and the
second came on April 1 at
Indiana, a 10-5 Hoosier vic-
tory. Both starts taught
him some tactical aspects
like the importance of
keeping the ball down, he
said — but they also taught
him to slow down mentally.

“You can’t go out there
thinking about a million
things every second,”
Kuebel said. “You just have
to go out there and have
fun.”

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Kuebel steps up into No. 2 spot

Your turn. Log on to
Facebook.com/DailyIowanSports and fol-
low @DI_Sports_Desk on Twitter to weigh

in on the debate.

What other top stories?

Iowa freshman Sasha Kuebel pitches against Northwestern at Banks Field on March 25. Kuebel has pitched
in the No. 3 slot all season, but he will move up to pitch on Saturday as the Hawkeyes’ No. 2 starter this
weekend. (The Daily Iowan/Jessica Payne)

Iowa manager
Jack Dahm said
starting pitcher
Sasha Kuebel has
exceeded his
expectations by
being 5-0. 

Iowa (19-24, 7-
11) at Michigan
State (30-16, 10-
8)
When: 2 p.m. today, noon
Saturday & May 13
Where: McLane Stadium,
East Lansing, Mich.
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crowds Carver-Hawkeye
Arena has hosted in recent
seasons saw the team
upset the likes of No. 13
Michigan, No. 20 Indiana,
and No. 15 Wisconsin.

Iowa’s home wins over
the Hoosiers and Badgers
in February featured an
unconscious scoring stretch
from Gatens, who scored 30
and 33 points in those two
games, respectively. The
sharp-shooting Iowa City
native connected on 7-of-10
3-point attempts in each
victory and ended up mak-
ing a team-record 12-con-
secutive treys.

But a midseason road
trip demonstrated the
Hawkeyes’ potential. Iowa
went on the road early in
the Big Ten season and
defeated No. 11 Wisconsin
and followed that with a
road win over Minnesota.

“It just showed us we can

be a good team in the Big
Ten, and we don’t have to
be at the bottom like we
were the year before and
the previous years,” Marble
said.

Gatens carried the team
through large chunks of
the season, but no player
stepped up more for the
Hawkeyes than Marble.
The sophomore saw his
playing time increase by

nearly 10 minutes a game
from his freshman year,
partially because of
injuries to point guard
Bryce Cartwright.

Marble responded, and
his 11.5 points per game
was the second-best mark
on the squad.

“The beauty of what hap-
pened [with Marble], I
think he grew and devel-
oped as a point guard —
but then we were able to
move him back over to the
wing, and that gave us
another weapon,” McCaf-
fery said. “We had much
more versatile pieces.”

Freshman Aaron White
exemplified that versatili-
ty; the 6-8 freshman led the
team in rebounding while
often hurting opponents
from the perimeter offen-
sively.

White will be one of sev-
eral underclassmen who
McCaffery said will see sig-
nificant playing time next
season. Iowa has a highly
touted recruiting class
coming to Iowa City in the

fall, led by center Adam
Woodbury.

While Gatens won’t suit
up in Black and Gold
again, he said next year’s
team and those of the fore-
seeable future under

McCaffery are very close to
being legitimate Big Ten
contenders.

“We’re right on that
edge,” he said. “We’re not
far off; it’s just going to
depend on the guys return-

ing, having that same men-
tality, the coaches keep
coaching the way they are,
and the new guys having
an impact like these fresh-
man did.

“Good things will hap-
pen.”

BASKETBALL 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Junior hurdler Ethan
Holmes recalled the first
time he saw the graphic in
the locker room.

“The first time I saw it,
our points were kind of
low,” he said and laughed.
“It was kind of a shock to
the system a little bit, to
see yourself not ranked
where you want to be.”

The coaching staff also
works to determine what
each individual needs to do
in order to score points at

the Big Ten champi-
onships. Woody said he and
his colleagues look at aver-
ages from the past three to
five years to find what it
takes to score, place in the
top three, and win at the
conference meet. He said
this helps the athletes cre-
ate more attainable goals
by giving them clear tar-
gets.

“If you don’t know what

you’re shooting for, how are
you going to get there?” he
said.

Woody said that’s espe-
cially important for the
athletes who aren’t in the
first tier in their events.
But the thermometer gives
the athlete sitting in 15th
place an idea of what he
needs to do to make it to
eighth place, where he can
score points.

Holmes said he checks
results every weekend and
keeps tabs on what other
schools and athletes are
doing around the confer-
ence. He said paper points
are beneficial for a team to
show the athletes where
they are, but it’s important

to not place too much
emphasis on them.

He said it’s a good feeling
to beat a higher-ranked
athlete head-to-head,
because it shows he can
beat the opponent when it
counts even if he’s ranked
behind him.

But he admitted it isn’t a
one-way street.

“[Paper points] definitely
let us know where we
stand, but at the same
time, you can’t take them
too seriously,” he said. “It’s
a good thing to know where
you stand going in, but last
year we definitely weren’t
in the lead based on paper
points — or even close, at
that. You can’t let them get

to you too much.”
The Hawkeyes held 100

points going into last year’s
conference outdoor meet,
and they scored 125.5 at
the event itself to win the
program’s first conference
title since 1967. The Black
and Gold has 92-94 points
on paper going into this
weekend’s event, Woody
said.

Iowa has hovered in the
90-100 point range for most
of the season, which has
placed the team in fourth
going into this weekend.

“That’s about where we
were last year,” Wieczorek
said. “So I said, ‘Hey, we’re
contenders. We’re under-
dog contenders, in fourth,
but we’re contenders.’ ”

TRACK 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Marla Looper has been at
the helm of the Iowa pro-
gram.

The former Texas assis-
tant didn’t take much cred-
it when asked about the
vast improvement her
squad made from last year.
She said she only shows
players they have the abili-
ty to be successful; it’s up to
them to play to that ability.

“It’s not about what I
have done or what our
coaches have done,” Looper

said. “We do our best to
steer them and get them
confident in their own abili-
ties so they can just go play.
Their being empowered to
know, ‘I will do this,’ not
just ‘I can do this’ — that’s
the biggest basis of my phi-

losophy, empowering the
people to do what they can
do and what they’re capa-
ble and willing to do.”

The last time the
Hawkeyes made it to the
postseason was in 2009,
when they lost to Boston
University in the regional
round of the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

Seniors Keim and Liz
Watkins were freshmen on
that squad, and they are
the only players on the cur-
rent roster with any post-
season experience.

Watkins didn’t appear to
lack confidence when asked
about the upcoming games;

she said she’s playing with
extra motivation in order to
reach her goal of making it
to the postseason her sen-
ior year.

“These games are crucial
if we want to make postsea-
son or have a chance on Big
Ten,” the Illinois native
said. “We have that drive as
seniors; we want to go to
the postseason really bad.

“Keep rooting for us,
because we’re going to
sweep Minnesota. Michi-
gan has to lose … hopefully,
everything works out.”

SOFTBALL 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Iowa (25-25, 14-
7) at Minnesota
(30-20, 9-12)
When: 7 p.m. today, 2 & 4
p.m. Saturday
Where: Metrodome,
Minneapolis
Where to watch: Big Ten
Network (today)

2012 Story of
the Year
Second place: Olympic
wrestling trials
Honorable mention: 10
Other nominees: Iowa City as
Big Ten title town

Last five winners:
• 2011: Football’s roller-coast-
er season
• 2010: Football’s Orange Bowl
championship
• 2009: Football beats No. 3
Penn State
• 2008: Wrestling’s NCAA
championship
• 2007: Todd Lickliter’s first
year

Then-Iowa guard Matt Gatens reacts during the Hawkeyes’ 84-75 win over Dayton in the first round of
the NIT in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on March 13. Gatens and the Hawkeyes reached the postseason for the
first time since 2006. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Big Ten
Championships
When: Friday-May 13
Where: McClimon Track and
Field Complex, Madison, Wis.

By MARTIGA LOHN
Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — After
a plan to build the Min-
nesota Vikings a new home
cleared its final hurdle
Thursday in the state Sen-
ate, the team executive
who spent much of the past
decade lobbying for the
nearly $1 billion stadium
could hardly contain him-
self.

“Let’s build it,” Vice Pres-
ident Lester Bagley shout-
ed, hugging Viking commu-
nications director Jeff
Anderson.

In the gallery above the
Senate chamber, Vikings
fans broke out in a rendi-
tion of the “Skol Vikings”
fight song, earning a repri-
mand from the Senate sec-
retary. But it held no sting
for Bagley and others asso-
ciated with the team.

The Senate vote capped
an amazing comeback for
the Vikings’ stadium
dreams, which just a few
weeks ago were fizzling
before a visit from NFL
Commissioner Roger Good-
ell crystallized fears that
the Vikings could leave the
state without a new home.

Gov. Mark Dayton has

promised to sign the bill, a
$975 million plan to build
on the Metrodome site in
downtown Minneapolis
with just over half the cost
paid with public money.

At a celebratory news
conference, owner Zygi Wilf
recalled when he and his
brother Mark first took
ownership of the team
nearly seven years ago and
being asked whether they
would move the team.

“We kept on fighting that
this day would come, and
it’s here today,” Wilf said.

Dayton, who served as a
main cheerleader for the
deal for months, publicly
thanked the Wilfs for
agreeing to a $50 million
bump in their share in final
negotiations this week.

“Without your willing-
ness to take that last step,
we wouldn’t have crossed
the goal line,” Dayton said.

On Thursday, the
Vikings and the University
of Minnesota announced
they have reached prelimi-
nary agreement on the
Vikings’ use of TCF Bank
Stadium during construc-
tion of a new Viking stadi-
um. Under the agreement,
the Vikings will pay the
university a fixed fee of

$250,000 per game. The
combined rent and expect-
ed concessions and spon-
sorship revenue that the
Vikings would share with
the university would
amount to $300,000 per
game, or $3 million per reg-
ular NFL season. The
Board of Regents will take
up the agreement today,
and university President
Eric Kaler could sign the
letter of intent in the next
few days.

The Vikings had pursued
a stadium for years but
gained leverage only when
its lease on the Metrodome
expired this past year. The
team argued that the 30-
year-old Metrodome didn’t
generate enough revenue
for it to compete. Dayton, a
Democrat, argued that
without a new building the
state could lose its most
beloved franchise.

The deal guarantees the
Vikings’ future in Minneso-
ta for three decades.

The team would pay 49
percent of construction
costs: $477 million, which
is $50 million more than
owners initially committed.
But the total public
expense is slightly higher:
$348 million for the state
and $150 million for the

city of Minneapolis.
“We’ve scored a touch-

down, and it’s a touchdown
for the state of Minnesota
and it’

s a touchdown for the
Vikings fans,” said Sen.
David Tomassoni, a Democ-
rat from Chisholm, prior to
casting his vote in favor the
bill.

Vikings to get stadium
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today’s events
SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your super special event
appear here? Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the
University of Iowa.

horoscopes FFrriiddaayy,, MMaayy 1111,, 22001122
— by Eugenia Last

UITV schedule

• English Conversation
Group, 10 a.m., Iowa City Public
Library, 123 S. Linn

• Musical Moments Demon-
stration, 10 a.m., West Music,
1212 Fifth St., Coralville

• School of Management
M.B.A. Commencement, 10
a.m., Marriott Hotel, 300 E.
Ninth St., Coralville  

• A Wolf at The Door, Three
Brothers Theater, 10 a.m.,
Coralville Center for Performing
Arts, 1301 Fifth St., Coralville

• Chess Group, 1 p.m.,
Uptown Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque

• College of Law Com-
mencement, 1 p.m., IMU Main
Lounge

• Book Babies, 1:30 p.m.,
Iowa City Public Library

• Friends of Hickory Hill
Park Plant Sale, 4 p.m., 1167 E.
Jefferson

• Picnic at the Pitch, 4 p.m.,
West High, 2901 Melrose Ave.

• Free coffee for finals, 6
p.m., Hardin Library

• Veteran Voices, 6 p.m., Mill,
120 E. Burlington

• Carver College of Medi-
cine Commencement, 6:30
p.m., Marriott Hotel

• Ballroom Dance, 7:30 p.m.,
Old Brick, 26 E. Market

• Khaira Arby, with Bermuda
Report, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E.
Washington

• OSG and Uniphonics, 9:30
p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

• Ladies’ Night, 10 p.m., L&J
Kitchen BBQ House, 320 E.
Burlington

• Limbs and Half Naked,
with Sean Tripp, Kage, 10 p.m.,
Blue Moose, 211 Iowa

• Skeetz & Feets, 10 p.m.,
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington

SATURDAY
• College of Liberal Arts

and Sciences Commence-
ment, 9 a.m., Carver Hawkeye
Arena

• College of Engineering
Commencement Ceremony,
10 a.m., Marriott

• College of Nursing Com-
mencement , 10 a.m., IMU Main
Lounge

• Graduate College Com-
mencement, 3 p.m., Carver
Hawkeye

• Dance Forum/UI Youth
Ballet Winter Concert, 7:30
p.m., North Hall Space/Place  

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

Daily Break “ ”
Human beings, who are unique in having the ability to learn from
the experience of others, are also remarkable for their apparent
disinclination to do so.

— Douglas Adams

1 p.m.UI College of Law Commence-
ment (live),May 11 from the IMU
2:30 UI Symphony Orchestra, selec-
tions by Bistrow, Dukelsky (soloist
Tricia Park),and Tchaikovsky,March
28
4 Thesis II Dance, UI Dance Depart-
ment,April 14
5:30 UI Chamber & UI String
Orchestras Concert, conducted by
Chun-Ming Chen, Hyeyoun Jang,
Kira Horel, Michael Wright, Dec. 4,

2011
7 UI Tippie College of Business
M.B.A.Commencement,May 11
8 UI College of Pharmacy Com-
mencement,May 10
9 Fine Arts at Iowa Music, concerts
and performances
10 UI Tippie College of Business
M.B.A.Commencement,May 11
11 Fine Arts at Iowa Music, concerts
and performances

The Daily Iowan
www.dailyiowan.com

CHECK OUT dailyiowan.com FOR MORE PUZZLES
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Why I Could
Never Be a

Conservative:
• I’m middle-aged,

straight, and white — but I
don’t act that way.

• Rachel Maddow is much
hotter than the slutty bim-

bos on Fox.

• I only own five guns.

• I don’t know a damned
thing about President Mil-

lard Fillmore.

• God help me, but I like
paying taxes. I really do.

• I know for certain that
the Devil is not controlling

liberal college professors; he
told me personally.

• I’m not all that interest-
ed in my Constitutional

right to shoot my neighbors.

• For some reason, trickle-
down economics always

reminds me of peeing off a
bridge … onto the poor and
homeless people below it.

• I always thought pro-life
meant you don’t execute

prisoners.

• I’ll never benefit from
any proposed tax cut for mil-

lionaires.

• I think Ronald Reagan’s
greatest accomplishment

was his role as a college pro-
fessor who lived with a chim-

panzee.

• I realize global warming
is a plot, but I just can’t

seem to persuade my polar
bear friends.

• Supporting gay mar-
riage doesn’t make me worry
that I might be a homosexu-

al.

• I’d never wait on hold
for an hour to say, “Ditto,

Rush, Ditto.”

• Got a soul; don’t want to
give it up.

— Duncan Stewart is an oxymoron.

HUNGRY?
Check out the Daily Iowan Dining Guide

only at dailyiowan.com

RHINO LOVE

ARIES March 21-April 19 Sign up for something you enjoy doing, or get together with someone who shares your
sense of humor. A love relationship will develop with someone who shares your concerns. Do what needs to
be done, and make the necessary reforms.

TAURUS April 20-May 20 Overlook the little things people do that bother you. It’s far better to project a positive
attitude than to complain or criticize. Your lightheartedness will earn you a stellar reputation and win the con-
fidence of peers and colleagues.

GEMINI May 21-June 20 Make special plans. Attending a function that will encourage you to participate in self-
improvement or awareness practices will leave you feeling rejuvenated and confident that you can accomplish
anything. Love is in the stars.

CANCER June 21-July 22 Don’t let emotional issues sway you where money matters are concerned. You can’t buy
love. Donations, lending, or borrowing should all be off-limits. Nurture a partnership by being generous with
your time, your affection, and your presence.

LEO July 23-Aug. 22  You’ll find it difficult to deal with emotional matters. Don’t let anything stop you from taking
care of your responsibilities. Overindulgent people will cause you grief. Avoid anyone demanding your time or
restricting what you can do.

VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 Take part in activities you enjoy, and you will gain confidence and meet worthwhile indi-
viduals who can contribute to one of your goals. Creative ideas will develop through conversations you have
with or about people from your past.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 Finish what you start. Keep things in perspective; don’t allow emotions to stand in the way
of a good decision. Romance is in the stars, and a promise can be made that will bring you closer to the one
you love.

SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 Don’t take criticism too seriously. Your attitude can make a difference in the way others
treat you. Share thoughts, dreams, and ideas that are conducive to making your surroundings comfortable and
more affordable. Talk will lead to action.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Social events that include past partners or that reunite you with people from your
past may bring back emotional disappointments that you thought you had forgotten. Love is on the rise, but
don’t make the same mistake twice.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Spend time dealing with personal matters. You can make a difference to close friends
and family if you listen to grievances. Expanding your residence or inviting more people to enjoy your space
will bring excellent results.

AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Put more time and effort into the way you look and the way you present what you
have to offer. Love is on the rise, and getting together with someone you care about will lead to a stronger
relationship. Don’t overindulge or overspend.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Straightforward answers will be the best way to handle a troublesome relationship.
Whether it is business or personal, you have to clear the air with anyone you work alongside. Good fortune will
come from good connections.

In a May 7 photo provided by Disney, Kendi, a 13-year-old female white rhino, tends
to her new male calf at Disney’s Animal Kingdom in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The yet-
unnamed calf was born May 4 after a 16-month gestation period. It is the ninth
white rhino born at Disney’s Animal Kingdom, with Kendi being the first.
(Associated Press/Disney, Gene Duncan)
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

HOUSE
FOR SALE

CONDO
FOR SALE

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

AUTO DOMESTIC

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

WHITE HOUSE - AVAIL. AUG.
Three bedroom, three bath-
rooms, Muscatine Ave., wood 
floors, laundry, fireplace, C/A, 
buslines, off-street parking, pet 
deposit. $1000/ month plus utili-
ties. (319)338-3071.

THREE bedroom, two bath 
home located at 944 E.Daven-
port. Close to UI and downtown.
$1500/ month. (319)400-4159.
www.IC4RENT.com

AD#934. Small two bedroom 
house, $700/ month plus utili-
ties. Pets considered. Available 
August 1. (319)339-4783.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

COTTAGE - AVAIL. AUG.
One bedroom, full bathroom,
fireplace, laundry, garage,
Muscatine Ave., buslines, pet
deposit. $700/ month plus
utilities. (319)338-3071.

AD#823. Three bedroom, 1-1/2 
bath, W/D, large deck, front 
porch, pet considered, west-
side, hardwood floors, $1325 
plus utilities. Available August 1.
(319)339-4783.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

806 WYLDE GREEN RD.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE NEAR
UIHC AND LAW BUILDING
Three bedroom, two bath house 
with two car attached garage, 
back porch, W/D, dishwasher, 
microwave, central air, $1425.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $625/ $650 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

TWO bedrooms, very clean, 
free parking, on busline, W/D, 
dishwasher. New kitchen/ bath-
room/ carpet/ paint. $775 plus 
utilities. Available August 1.
(319)339-4783.

GRADUATE STUDENTS,
PROFESSIONALS AND
SMALL FAMILIES
Townhouse. Two bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, finished basement, 
W/D hookups. Westside near 
UIHC/ Dental/ Law.
Professional/ family atmosphere 
with courtyards. No pets. No 
smoking. Available 6/1, 7/1, 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom, two bath, in-
cludes three parking spaces, 
$1580 ($395/ bedroom), close 
to downtown.
www.UIRentals.com
(319)325-4156.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW luxury living
downtown. 429 E.Burlington,
three bedrooms, two baths.
$1900-$1950. Secure building,
washer and dryer, fireplace,
underground parking.
Call Heritage at (319)351-8404
for more information.

$1600/ month. Big 4 bedroom, 
434 S. Johnson St., Iowa City. 4
bedroom, 2 bath apart-
ment, with great features includ-
ing ALL UTILITIES PAID except 
electricity $10/ month. Very 
large living room, off-street 
parking, 3 blocks from down-
town Iowa City, full kitchen with 
dishwasher, oven microwave, 
and refrigerator. Fans and heat-
ers in every room. A/C. Avail-
able 8/1/12. No pets or smokers, 
please. To schedule a viewing, 
call (319)329-5334 weekdays 
and Dan weekdays after 7pm or 
anytime on the weekends at 
(319)354-2221.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, one bath, W/D in
unit, central air, some with
decks, on city busline.
$660-$680.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom apartment in 
house close to campus, 932 
S.VanBuren St. Available 
8/1/12. $690/ month plus
utilities. Some pets allowed.
Call Sue at (319)325-2300.

SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedroom units $800-$825.
Secured entrance, W/D hook-
ups. Dogs welcome with fee.
1/2 off deposit.
Contact AM Management 
(319)354-1961.
www.ammanagement.net

RUSHMORE DRIVE
Near UIHC, law building and 
parks. Two bedroom, one bath, 
W/D, dishwasher, microwave, 
fireplace, central air, deck, entry 
door system, garage.
$825-$875.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

NEAR campus. Large one and 
two bedroom apartments, $610/ 
$680. (319)594-0722.
www.hilomanagement.com

LARGE two bedroom, two bath 
in Coralville. Available 8/1/12.
$650/ month, heat included. No 
smoking, no pets. On busline.
Call (319)351-8901 or
(319)330-1480.

TWO BEDROOM

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Large two bedroom, two bath 
units with dishwasher, micro-
wave, central air, on-site laun-
dry, on city busline. $730.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

GREAT VALUE!
I.C. Two bedroom, one or two 
bath, quiet, clean, non-smoking, 
close-in, free parking. $825 and 
$895. (319)351-0946.

CROSS PARK APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, two bath,
dishwasher, microwave, on-site
laundry, central air, entry door
system, some with deck or
patio, on city busline.
$630-$660.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CORAL COURT
2860, 2868 and 2888
Great Coralville locations.
Near Coral Ridge Mall and Oak-
dale campus. Two bedroom, 
one bath, and two bedroom, two 
bath unit with deck, W/D, dish-
washer, microwave, fireplace, 
central air, garage. $850-$880.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BENTON MANOR CONDOS-
Two bedroom, one bath, bus-
line, dishwasher, laundry, W/D 
or hookup, small pet negotiable.
$645- $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

612 S.DODGE ST.-
Two bedroom, one bath, close 
to downtown, on-site laundry, 
cat negotiable. $640, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

412 HIGHLAND AVE.-
Large two bedroom, one bath, 
central heat/air, laundry, park-
ing. $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

3455 E.COURT/
411 PETERSON-
Two bedroom, one bath, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$630, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

1108 OAKCREST-
Westside QUIET two bedroom, 
one bath, close to UIHC and 
Law. No pets. $650, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

QUIET, clean efficiency and 
one bedroom, H/W paid,
laundry, busline, Coralville.
No smoking/ no pets.
(319)337-9376.

ONE bedroom near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street 
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

ONE bedroom apartment, quiet,
non-smoking, no pets. 715 Iowa
Ave. $550/ month, heat paid.
(319)330-7685.

LARGE efficiency apartment, 
close to Pentacrest, all utilities 
paid, $400. (319)338-9100.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

EFFICIENCY near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

BASEMENT apartment, quiet, 
no smoking, no pets, 715 Iowa 
Ave. $415/month. Available
8/1/12. (319)330-7685.

502 N.DODGE-
One bedroom, one bath,
close-in, busline, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$550, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

415 S.VAN BUREN-
One bedroom, one bath, close
to downtown campus. No pets.
$545, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

402 N.IOWA, SOLON-
One bedroom, one bath, quiet.
Small pet negotiable.
$445, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

5/1-7/31, $639, utilities not in-
cluded. One bedroom in two 
bedroom, LInn Street Place on 
S.Linn St., spacious bedroom, 
full deck, close to campus/ 
downtown. (630)514-6128.

SUMMER SUBLET

TWO bedrooms near West High 
School, bus route to UI, W/D, 
dishwasher, C/A, walk-out deck, 
$475/ month per room, August 
1. (319)231-1602.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

ONE bedroom, nice townhome, 
behind Coralville mall, bus 
route, W/D, C/A, $400/ month 
plus utilities. (563)357-1635.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $405-$480/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

SEEKING one bedroom/ bath,
cooking, utilities paid, $375-
$425 negotiable. July 15.
(319)936-1432.

HOUSING
WANTED

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

PARKING, close to downtown.
(319)683-2324.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

GOT FURNITURE TO MOVE?
Small Hauls
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.
alsmallhauls@gmail.com

MOVING

U STORE ALL
Summer storage, near campus
May 1, 2012 - August 31, 2012
5x10 $176.70 (student discount)
10x10 $284.62 (student discount)
(319)337-3506
sstrebre@aol.com

QUALITY CARE STORAGE
Coralville & North Liberty
(319)338-6155
www.qualitycarestorage.com

STORAGE

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

SURE, we could buy a large,
flashy ad, but we’d rather give
you more money for your
books.
Defunct Books
in Sycamore Mall.
www.defunctbooks.com

BOOKS

CAMP COUNSELORS,
male/ female, needed for great
overnight camps in the
mountains of PA.
Have fun while working with
children outdoors.
Teach/ assist with A&C,
Aquatics, Media, Music,
Outdoor Rec, Tennis, and more.
Office, Nanny, and Kitchen
positions available.
Apply online at
www.pineforestcamp.com.

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

SAM’S PIZZA
Hiring cooks, servers
and drivers.
Apply within, 441 S.Gilbert St.

LA CAVA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT now hiring
all positions.
Apply within:
1810 N. Coral St., Suite B,
Coralville, IA 52241.

RESTAURANT

PROFESSIONAL

LOVE-A-LOT EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTER
is taking applications for a
variety of part-time positions.
Please contact Julie at
(319)351-0106 or
julielee@love-a-lot.net

EDUCATION

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

HELP WANTED

TOW TRUCK OPERATORS
Several part-time positions
available. Flexible but does
include rotating nights and
weekends. Perfect for students.
Willing to train.
Apply in person 7am-7pm:
Big 10 University Towing
3309 Highway 1 SW, I.C.

SYSTEMS UNLIMITED, INC.
Progressive, non profit agency 
seeks counselors to support in-
dividuals with disabilities in their 
homes and communities. Eve-
ning, weekend, overnight shifts 
available. Competitive pay.
Visit www.sui.org

FUNCREST DAIRY AND GRILL,
3979 W.Overlook Rd NE.
Weeknights and weekends.
Must cook, clean and serve.
Stop by for application.
(319)621-6073.

SECURITAS is seeking career 
oriented Security Officers in the 
Iowa City and Cedar Rapids 
area. All positions require indi-
viduals to work a flexible sched-
ule where no two days are the 
same as you observe and re-
port activities, make periodic 
tours of facilities, and check for 
irregularities at client sites. Must 
be 18 with a HS diploma/ GED, 
drug free, clean criminal and 
driving record, have reliable 
transportation and means of 
communication. Free uniforms 
available.
Please apply online at:
www.securitasjobs.com and
apply in the St. Louis region for
Iowa City. EOE. M/F/D/V.

REWARDING, fun, part-time
positions in Iowa City/
Coralville/ North Liberty/ Solon/
Kalona and surrounding areas
providing care, supervision and
engaging in fun activities with
children and adults with disabili-
ties in their homes and in the
community.
Flexible days and hours
available, good hourly rate.
No experience necessary;
thorough training is provided.
Must be able to pass thorough
background checks.
Drivers license, safe driving re-
cord and reliable transportation 
are required.
Weekend and evening
availability strongly desired.
Please send cover letter and
resume to:
The Arc of Southeast Iowa
Attn: Liz Byram
2620 Muscatine Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240
or email to: lizbyram@arcsei.org

PART and full-time general
marine labor, $9/ hour.
(319)626-3625 ask for Rick
or Jason.

LUCKY PAWZ
DOG DAYCARE & BOARDING
Get paid to play with dogs.
Part-time dog handler.
Apply online at
www.luckypawz.com

IOWA CITY law firm looking for 
full-time Paralegal, Spanish- 
speaking. Submit resume to 
margaret@hoeferlaw.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

SHORT on cash? Sales and
marketing internship where the
average student makes over
$5000 during the summer.
Open to all majors.
(319)325-5449.

INTERNSHIPS

AN adoring, hopeful, married 
couple wishes to adopt new-
born. Loving/ secure home 
awaits baby. Please call Lisa/ 
Joe at 1(888)849-4340.
www.lisajoeadopt.info.

ADOPTION

DON’T ask what you want-- 
command it (Your Wish is Your 
Command CD set). Call to listen 
to free copy, (319)351-5434.

MESSAGE
BOARD

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

 



Bloom sparks firestorm
University of Iowa journalism Professor Stephen Bloom wrote a long

piece for The Atlantic about the Iowa lifestyle and culture and the cau-
cus process. The article, “Observations from 20 years of Iowa Life”
drew harsh criticism from Iowans.

Bloom’s article drew accusations of inaccuracies and stereotypical
portrayals of the state and its residents.

The article depicted a negative perception of Iowa’s rural culture
and discussed the state’s role in politics with its first-in-the-nation
caucuses. Bloom also faced criticisms from many of his colleagues.

The professor received so much backlash, he said he feared for his
family’s safety. 

UI President Sally Mason said she “disagreed strongly and was
offended” by the article in an open letter to The Atlantic.

Man charged in attack
Twenty-year-old Iowa City resident Branden Plummer was charged

with attempted murder and willful injury after allegedly assaulting an
Iowa city police officer Nov. 18, 2011. 

Police reports said police Sgt. Brian Krei approached Plummer
because he was reportedly disrupting traffic at the intersection of Linn
and Burlington Streets. Plummer allegedly proceeded to strangle Krei
and hit his head against the sidewalk, causing him to lose conscious-
ness. Police arrested Plummer Nov. 29 after an anonymous tip identi-
fied him based on a wanted poster.

Plummer was listed as a UI student before the alleged assault, but
he is no longer in the university directory.

Plummer’s friends said he had a difficult past — his parents divorced
and his father died of cancer several years later. Yet they also said he
was a kind, likable person, and they were surprised by his alleged
actions.

Plummer’s trial was originally set to begin Feb. 21 but was moved
several times; it is currently set for June 29 in Johnson County.

Slaying suspect gets plea
Iowa City resident Charles William Curtis Thompson, formerly

charged with first-degree murder following the death of Broadway
apartment landlord John Versypt in October 2009, was released
December 2011 from the Johnson County Jail.

Sixth District Judge Sean McPartland declared 19-year-old
Thompson’s September 2011 homicide trial a mistrial after the prose-
cution played part of a videotaped interview with Thompson that was
not supposed to be presented to the jury.

Thompson’s attorney, Tyler Johnston, argued in October 2011 that
the state withheld evidence regarding inmates telling detectives
Thompson was not involved in Versypt’s slaying. Johnston said Oct. 20
that he had frequently requested the documents but did not receive
them until several weeks after the interviews. However, Johnson
County prosecutor Janet Lyness said the defense did not request those
documents until Oct. 19.

The defense filed a motion to dismiss the first-degree murder
charge against Thompson, which McPartland denied, ruling the defense
did not show sufficient evidence to prove the prosecution intended to

cause a mistrial in September. 
Following the denial, Thompson pleaded guilty December 2011 to

accessory after the fact and signed documents stating he knew Justin
Marshall — another suspect in the case — committed Versypt’s murder.

Thompson’s sentencing is set for June 11 at 11 a.m.

UI student dies in India
UI sophomore Tom Plotkin died Sept. 22, 2011 during a Semester in

India course with the National Outdoor Leadership School.
While hiking near the village of Munisiyari, Plotkin reportedly lost

his footing in the rain and fell more than 250 feet down a steep and
rocky slope into the Goriganga River. His body was not discovered,
causing Indian government officials and locals interviewed on site by a
*Daily Iowan* reporter to question the timeliness of search efforts.

A National Outdoor Leadership School report stated students
retrieved ropes and webbing from a nearby hiking group and attempt-
ed to search for Plotkin. The school instructors then contacted their
headquarters in a village 150 miles away and emailed the U.S. Embassy
later that day to request a helicopter.

Officials from nearby villages and a Indo-Tibetan Border Police sup-
ply post less than a mile away said they were surprised they were not
contacted immediately. A school program manager said locals did not
have adequate training or equipment to go down the mountain.

School officials said they did contact the disaster management
department in Munisiyari and did not actively decide keep the Border
Police in the dark.

Romney wins — er, no
Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney was initially declared the

winner of the 2012 Iowa caucuses by a narrow margin on Jan. 3.
However, the Iowa Republican Party later said former U.S. Sen. Rick

Santorum, R-Pa., had won the caucuses. Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas, fin-
ished third.

Romney had significantly more support in Johnson County, where he
earned votes from 35 percent of caucus-goers, compared to
Santorum’s 16 percent. Despite wide support from UI students, Paul
only won 31 percent in the county.

Local transgender community struggles
with health-care access

Former Daily Iowan employee Shay O’Reilly visited the UI Hospitals
and Clinics endocrinology clinic to regulate a hormone imbalance in
May 2012 and was turned away because he identified as transgender.
Individuals who are transgender identify with genders different than
their biological one.

O’Reilly later filed a complaint against the UIHC to make sure easy
access to health care would not be denied to any others who identify
as transgender.

“What I would like to see out of this complaint is that the universi-
ty would do whatever is necessary to ensure no patient is turned
away,” O’Reilly said.

A similar case occurred when UI student Zeke Swim — who had been
undergoing hormone therapy for seven years — was in need of imme-
diate medical attention because of abdominal pain and vaginal bleed-
ing.

Swim said hospital staff does not know how to treat a transgender
person.

Two UIHC doctors confirmed the medical field may be behind the
times but said the UIHC is taking necessary steps to better serve the
transgender community.

Man charged with kidnapping
Iowa City resident Peng Tang allegedly assaulted a woman while she

was showing him her apartment for sublet on March 29.
Tang allegedly restrained the woman and threatened to post online

nude photographs he took of her during the assault. He was charged
March 30 with first-degree kidnapping.

In a later search, police found handcuffs, a knife, women’s clothing,
and Viagra at Tang’s apartment, 923 E. College St. No.8.

Many of Tang’s apartment neighbors had never met him, and they
said he usually kept to himself.

Tang’s parents, Li Qiao and Xuefan Tang, were charged April 5 with
allegedly sending a letter to the victim promising a reward if she
changed her story. Those charges were later dropped.

Peng Tang also allegedly sent a letter to the victim claiming he
would reward her if she dropped the charges against him, and he was
charged April 13 for solicitation to commit an aggravated misdemeanor
and tampering with a witness or juror.

Tang is being held in the Johnson County Jail on immigration hold
with a $750,000 cash-only bond.

UI junior holds protest for size 
discrimination

UI junior Jordan Ramos said bouncers at The Union Bar allegedly
discriminated against her by not allowing her on a bar dance platform
because of her size.

“They were letting a bunch of other girls on the platform, and the
only different [between them and I] was that they were thinner,”
Ramos said about her March 3 and March 4 visits to the bar.

Ramos said she and supporters planned to protest the bar, demand-
ing three things: for the Union bar to publicly apologize to her, for the
Union bar to apologize to anyone it has discriminated against, and to
have it in writing that all customers will be allowed the same privi-
leges.

Union owner George Wittgraf offered an apology for the employee’s
alleged actions, and Ramos changed the protest to a May 4 rally on the
Pedestrian Mall against size discrimination in general. 

Some UI students said Ramos deserved the apology, but they were
skeptical of comparing size discrimination to other forms of discrimi-
nation.

Hawkalerts draw concern
A series of HawkAlerts, and concern over the university’s decision

not send out alerts in some cases, drew attention during the fall and
spring semesters.

Iowa City authorities first heard about a possible armed suspect
near town around 9 p.m. Nov. 14 but did not send out a Hawk Alert until
10:30 that night. UI officials said steps were taken to ensure warnings
were issued as quickly as possible.

According to an Iowa City police press release, a female UI student
was assaulted at night on Jan. 20 near the Becker Communication
Studies Building. A HawkAlert was not sent out, UI officials said, as it
not generally thought of as posing a potential immediate threat to oth-
ers. 

A HawkAlert was sent Feb. 2 after a man allegedly robbed a woman
at knifepoint in downtown Iowa City.
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President Obama speaks in the Field House on  April 25. Obama discussed the high level of student debt in the county and advocated stop-
ping a planned July 1 interest-rate hike on student loans. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Obama visits UI
President Obama visited the Field House on April 25 to discuss stu-

dent loans and college affordability.
More than 5,500 students and members of the UI community gath-

ered in the Field House as Obama spoke for nearly an hour about the
federal loan situation he’s urging Congress to act on before July 1. 

Interest rates for federal loans would double from 3.4 to 6.8 percent
if Congress doesn’t vote to extend the cuts for at least another year.
Roughly 7.4 million students nationwide receiving federal student loans
would be affected by this legislation.

“Now is not the time to double the interest rates on our student
loans,” Obama said during his UI visit. “Now is the time to double down
on starting investments that build a strong and secure middle class.”

Mark Warner, the UI director of Student Financial Aid, said students
should be focused on the possibility of an interest rate increase.

Federal student loans represented roughly 93 percent of loans bor-
rowed by UI students in 2010-11. The average student debt for the grad-
uating class of 2011 was $25,446, Warner said. The national student
debt average is $25,000.

Remembering 9/11
The UI and Iowa City communities gathered on Sept. 11, 2011, to com-

memorate the 10-year anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.
The Consultation of Religious Communities held a gathering at the

Riverside Theater Shakespeare Festival Stage in Lower City Park to
present speeches and embark on a “walk of peace” around City Park.

Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa, and Veterans for Peace Iowa President
Ed Flaherty spoke at the event of the importance of carrying on despite
great tragedy.

UI sophomore Curtis Weston dances at the Dance Marathon on Feb. 4.
The song was performed by Good Luck Jane Band. (The Daily Iowan/
File Photo)

Lars Headington stands with an American flag near his home in Iowa
City on Sept. 8, 2011. He enlisted straight out of high school in 1997.
(The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Dance Marathon breaks record
The UI Dance Marathon 18 had another record-breaking year, as

February’s Big Event raked in more than $1.3 million for pediatric can-
cer.

“The total is great, but at the end of the day, it’s for the families. It
didn’t matter what we raised,” Elyse Meardon, the executive director
of Dance Marathon 18, said after the Big Event concluded. “At the same
time, it’s a great feeling to have the money to provide monetary sup-
port for families.”

More than 2,300 dancers participated in the Big Event, dancing for
24-consecutive hours to raise money for pediatric cancer patients and
their families.

UI Dance Marathon has raised more than $11 million since the orga-
nization’s founding in 1995. This year’s participants allowed the organ-
ization to finally surpass the $10 million mark in fundraising efforts.

Tents of protesters are seen in College Green Park on Monday, October
10, 2011.  (The Daily Iowan/ Adam Wesley)

Occupy IC protesters camp in College
Green

Iowa City residents founded a local chapter of Occupy Wall Street, a
movement protesting the distribution of wealth among corporations
and corporate influence in politics

Occupy Iowa City obtained its first permit to camp in College Green
Park in October, and the group set up a host of tents and outposts for
community discussion and organization. 

The number of protesters decreased during the winter months,
going from around 70 to 10 protesters when the permit was set to
expire late January. City officials denied the protesters’ reapplication
for a permit.

City officials said Occupy Iowa City representatives, who did not appeal
the denial, were very cooperative when told they needed to vacate.

Though the protesters moved out of the park, they continued to hold
meetings elsewhere Sundays and Thursdays.

Occupy Iowa City advocates marched from College Green Park to the
Pedestrian Mall on May 1. The march was to protest corporate greed
and other alleged social inequality.

Ryan Spurgetis, Occupy Iowa City’s May Day event planner, said the
protest worked well with May Day traditions solidarity among under-
mined groups.

“I think [the May Day] message carries forward from the 99 per-
cent,” he said. “… Identifying that it’s the wealthy and the powerful
who cause the problems for our world. These struggles are in fact con-
nected, and we need everybody to fight for change.”
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