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Should special accommoda-
tions requirements for stan-
dardized tests be revisited?

Yes — 36 percent 

No — 64 percent
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By ASMAA ELKEURTI
asmaa-elkeurti@uiowa.edu

UI President Sally Mason said she is
disappointed in the media’s portrayal of
the paid fundraising position husband
Ken Mason, also a UI biology lecturer,
holds at the university.

“Fundraising in particular is such a
fundamental responsibility for the presi-
dent and the president’s spouse in this
day and age,” Mason told The Daily
Iowan. “I was a little disappointed that
there was any question that this wasn’t
somehow very legitimate.”

Ken Mason receives $53,400 per year
as a lecturer and makes an additional
$54,175 each year through the UI Foun-
dation as presidential fundraiser — in
which he attends athletics and outreach
events, President Club events, Board of
Director meetings, and IClub meetings.

President Mason said she wanted her
husband to work at the university and

By JENNY EARL
jennifer-earl@uiowa.edu

Rainbow stoles lit up the Old
Capitol on Tuesday evening,
worn by lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer stu-
dents graduating from the
University of Iowa.

This year’s Rainbow Gradu-
ation Ceremony — an annual
event honoring the achieve-
ments of LGBTQ students who
choose to be recognized — cele-
brated the success of 17 UI
graduates, one of the highest
turnouts the ceremony has
seen since its beginning in
2000.

“It’s my heartfelt desire to
send accomplished, talented
young people out into our com-
munity and into the workforce
to make life better not only for
[our students] but our greater
society,” said UI President
Sally Mason, speaking at the
ceremony for the first time.

UI officials said they were
pleased with the high atten-
dance, compared with previous
years in which the number of
participants ranged around
four or five.

“Our ultimate dream is that
more and more people will feel

that this is for them, and they
can come in whatever identity
they choose to present,” said
Roy Salcedo, the coordinator
for multicultural programs at
the UI.

Jefri Palermo, a co-head of
the UI LGBT Staff and Faculty
Association, estimated univer-
sities the size of the UI gradu-
ate around 300 LGBTQ stu-
dents each year — a number
she would like to see at a
future Rainbow Graduation
Ceremony.

“I’m hopeful it will only get
bigger and better from here on
out,” she said. “I want to get to
that 300 point.”

One of the graduates, trans-
gender student stef shuster,
said the UI can be an exciting
but scary place for LGBTQ

individuals — but there’s plen-
ty of room to grow if students
take advantage of their time
here.

“I think for those of us that
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, transgender … at some
point [you have] an experience
where it feels really hard and
really challenging,” shuster
said. “At the same time there
are those really beautiful
moments in which we can
build communities, cross-com-
munities where it feels like
everything’s worth it.”

In 2011, the UI was given a
4.5 out of 5 stars on the LGBT
Campus Climate index for its
LGBT-friendly policies, pro-
grams, and practices. The
index is owned and operated

Rainbow event draws crowd Masons
both busy
raising $$

UI President Sally Mason speaks during the Rainbow Graduation in the Old
Capitol Senate Chamber on Tuesday. This was the 12th year the UI has held the
alternative ceremony for LGBT students. (The Daily Iowan/Melissa Wilson)

SEE RAINBOW GRAD, 3 SEE MASON, 3

Radon is a naturally occurring gas formed by the decay of uranium and radium. The gas commonly enters buildings through cracks in the foun-
dation, often accumulating in the basement. Iowa has the highest average levels of radon in the United States. (Illustration by Adam Wesley)

BY DORA GROTE
dora-grote@uiowa.edu

When one soars above the Flyover State, a
colorful patchwork of cornfields expands
below. A closer look at the bucolic landscape
reveals flourishing gardens filled with flowers
and fresh produce. Crisp, fresh streams can be
heard trickling through the pastures. But
these serene observations of Iowa miss one
integral element — something that can’t be
seen, smelled, or heard.

The state’s invisible and odorless presence is
the radioactive gas radon — which experts esti-
mate is responsible for 400 lung-cancer-related
deaths across the state each year.

On a bigger scale, radon is a leading envi-
ronmental carcinogen and second most com-
mon cause of lung cancer in the nation,
behind tobacco use.

These numbers have caught the attention
of environmental and public-health advocates
throughout the state who are determined to
educate, inform, and push for legislation
related to radon safety.

These advocates — including members of
the University of Iowa College of Public
Health and Johnson County Department of
Public Health — helped form a Radon Coali-
tion group in 2010. Since then, they have
attempted to introduce a bill in the Iowa Leg-
islature, as well as educate the public regard-
ing the risks of radon exposure.

Attempts at passing a bill have so far failed,
and so the coalition will meet in Grinnell one
week from today to draft a new strategy.

Sara Comstock, the executive director of
the Iowa Cancer Consortium and one of the
coalition’s leaders, said the meeting’s main
focus will be mapping out a plan for the leg-
islative interim aimed at advancing the radon
bill — which did not make it to the floor this
February — next session.

“It is important to keep the dialogue going
so that partners stay engaged and energized
to reduce radon exposure in Iowa,” she said.

Radon Coalition member and Iowa native
Gail Orcutt is a poster child for why radon
matters. Orcutt, 59, leads an active and
healthy lifestyle. And though she never

smoked a day in her life, a persistent, wheez-
ing cough made her decide to visit the doctor
in 2010.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I ever
imagine someone would tell me I was diag-
nosed with lung cancer,” Orcutt said, who sur-
vived the cancer. “It was devastating.”

After her diagnosis, Orcutt decided to test
her home for radon and found the levels at 6.9
picoCuries per liter — 2.9 picoCuries above
the Environmental Protection Agency’s safe
home guideline.

She’s now dedicated her life to helping
other Iowans understand the danger.

Ultimately, Comstock said, she hopes this
meeting will begin the process that can finally
lead to a bill passing through the Legislature.

“Hopefully, we will come out of the meeting
with a plan, action steps, and a timeline for
the next six to eight months,” she said. “We
hope to play off of everyone’s strengths to
maximize the effectiveness of our coalition’s
work.”

GRAPHIC BY ALICIA KRAMME

The first Rainbow
Graduation
Ceremony at the
UI was held in
2000.

UI President Sally Mason
and husband Ken Mason
have attended 1,300
fundraising events since
the couple arrived at the
university in 2007.

SEE RADON, 6
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The Daily Iowan: The
state Board of Regents has
discussed examining
tuition set-aside policies in
light of several legislative
concerns. Have regents dis-
cussed the practice with
you recently? What was
said? 

Mason: Not since the
board meeting, and we
have some discussions
scheduled for after the
semester is over and in
preparation for the next
board meeting. We haven’t
had the discussions yet.
The regents want to do this
in a thoughtful and con-
structive way. The idea is
obviously not to harm stu-
dents and their ability to
come here and graduate in
a timely fashion. That’s
going to require some time
to think through. We’re
constantly outraising
money for scholarships,
and we currently give out
somewhere in the vicinity
of $14 million in privately
raised money for scholar-
ships now. Since I’ve been
here, we’ve continued to
place a high emphasis in
raising money for scholar-
ships. If tuition set-aside
isn’t the right way to do it,
we’ll look at ways through
the budgeting process that

we can do this. I’m certain-
ly not at this point thinking
that we’re going to lose our
ability to continue to
recruit a high-quality,
diverse class each year.

DI: In a past Staff Coun-
cil meeting, you told mem-
bers the UI would be focus-
ing in the coming year on
recruiting more in-state
students instead of focus-
ing efforts on increasing
overall class sizes. How,
specifically, does the UI
plan to increase in-state
enrollment? How might
that affect the amount of
tuition dollars that come
in, since theoretically out-
of-state and international
students pay more for
tuition than in-state stu-
dents?

Mason: This is one of the
things we’ll work on more
this summer — what kinds
of things can we be doing,
certainly through the
Admissions Office, and that
we aren’t overlooking
opportunities to send out
information to students at
the earliest possible time to
make sure they under-
stand the University of
Iowa is a good choice for
them. That includes mak-
ing more information avail-
able at earlier and more

opportune times for Iowa
students in particular. We’ll
be doing a lot of things that
will, I hope, be appealing to
students and attractive to
students, and we think
we’re still an awfully good
bargain out there.

Obviously, with more in-
state students, we will see
fewer tuition dollars. [But]
the House-and-Senate-
approved appropriations
increase was wonderful
news — assuming that the
governor signs that bill,
that provides those appro-
priations, we will see for
the first time in almost four
years an increase in our
state appropriations. With
the state appropriations
increases, it makes it easier
to recruit more in-state stu-
dents and not worry about
tuition dollars. We’re not
going to neglect our nonres-
ident students, however.
We’re still going to be
actively recruiting kids
from all over. We love the
diversity that brings to
Iowa.

DI: What are some
things you hope to see
improve next semester rel-
ative to this year?

Mason: The [main
library] commons is going
to be finished in a year or

so. It won’t be this coming
year that the students will
see the new 24-hour facility
where they can go and
study. They can do organ-
ized activities there. It’ll be
open all the time. We think
it’s kind of the future for
student spaces on campus.
The other thing that’s going
to be very different and still
about a year away is the
completion of the IMU,
where we get the spaces in
the basement area complet-
ed and the new patio out
back completed. For stu-
dents, I think there will be
some great and positive
things happening over the
next year.

They’ll be able to watch
the progress of that develop
over the next year with
what’s going on in the
library and the IMU.

There’s going to be some
new cluster hirings for fac-
ulty and new areas of focus
for research that’ll be done
on campus.

The biomedical discovery
building — as we get closer
and closer to the opening of
that building — we’ll be
looking more and more to
the areas of emphasis that
will live in that building
like the diabetes research
institute, for example.
There are a lot of things

that are in transition and
in growth right now that
we’ll keep our eye on, and
see what we can do to make
them thrive in the future.

Mason on admissions, tuition set-asides

by Campus Pride, a nation-
al nonprofit organization
supporting LGBT-friendly
learning environments at
universities.

“I think it shows the UI
is dedicated to making the
university inclusive and
welcoming to all students,”
Salcedo said.

Bret Gothe, a creative
coordinator for IMU mar-
keting, said the ceremony
is also important for fami-
lies and allies as well.

“It’s really a meaningful
and touching change for
everyone to recognize
what’s going on in commu-
nities and moving forward
and acknowledging those

relationships,” he said.
Gothe said spreading the

word on campus and better
marketing for next year’s
LGBTQ events will help
make the UI a safer, more-
aware campus.

Students and faculty
agreed visibility will be the
key to the future success of
the UI LGBTQ community,
and events such as the
Rainbow Ceremony help
show the university’s com-
mitment to diversity.

“I definitely think [the
Rainbow Graduation Cere-
mony] shows how progres-
sive the university is and
how open and proud they
are of us,” said UI senior
and ceremony participant
Xavier Woodson. “It shows
Iowa is a safe environment
for a student who is unsure
where to go.”

RAINBOW
GRAD 
CONTINUED FROM 1

University of
Iowa’s LGBT-
Friendly
Factors
The UI was given five
stars for LGBT Support
& Institutional
Commitment, Academic
Life, Student Life, and
Counseling and Health.
Categories where the UI
fell short of five stars
include:
• LGBT Policy Inclusion: 4.5
stars
• LGBT Housing &
Residence Life: 4.5 stars
• LGBT Campus Safety: 3.5
stars
• LGBT Recruitment and
Retention Efforts: 4 stars

Source: Campus Climate Index

negotiated for his
fundraising position with
the Board of Regents, but
did not negotiate for any-
thing else during the hir-
ing process.

“It was very quickly
accepted and accom-
plished, but I didn’t negoti-
ate for anything else
either,” she said. “That was
really the only thing
important to me.”

Regent Robert Downer said
he doesn’t believe Ken
Mason’s compensation for his
positions at the UI is excessive.

“It’s important to
remember that Dr. Ken-
neth Mason is a profes-
sional in his own right,
and I believe because of
his duties he has had by

virtue of President
Mason’s decision, he has
been able to hold less than
full-time appointment on
the faculty,” Downer said.
“And the overall compen-
sation that he receives is
not excessive for someone
who has the professional
credentials that he has,
were he full-time as a
teaching faculty member.”

President Mason said
since she and her husband
joined the UI in 2007,
they’ve contributed to two
of the most successful
years of fundraising
efforts and have brought
more than $840 million to
the school.

“I’m really glad I have
him as a partner, so when
we do go to events, I can go
off in one direction and
meet lots of people and
talk to them, and he goes
off in another direction,
and he talks with our

donors and our alumni,”
she said. “We can cover a
lot more ground that way.”

UI spokesman Tom
Moore said Ken Mason
does not report to Presi-
dent Mason in order to
avoid conflicts of interest,
going instead through the
UI Provost’s Office.

Moore also said Ken
Mason’s financial arrange-
ments were within state
governing rules.

“[Board of Regents]
guidelines say you should
pay spouses for fundraising
activities,” he said. “And it
might be unusual in the
state, but it’s not unusual
across the nation.”

For the future, Presi-
dent Mason said she and
her husband have a
fundraising plan aimed at
donors and alumni, set to
launch next May with a
goal of bringing $2 billion
to the university over a 10-
year period.

MASON 
CONTINUED FROM 1

Q A&  
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Go online to read more of
the Daily Iowan’s Q & A
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Everywhere you turn,
someone is having a
“green” energy conference
or an “environmental”
awareness day. These
events focus on solar and
wind energy, on electric
cars, on reducing your car-
bon footprint, and living a
sustainable life. What
they do not focus on is
increasing the use of the
greenest energy of all —
nuclear energy.

Wait, you say, “Nuclear
energy is dangerous and
scary. It blows up.We can’t
have more of it. All that
waste. It’s not ‘green.’ ”
Yes, we can — and we
already do.

More than 30 percent of
the world’s nuclear energy
is produced in the United
States. We have 104
nuclear reactors, produc-
ing more than 800 billion
kWh per year. The plants
run at about 91 percent of
capacity. Significantly,
recent plant upgrades,
combined with operating
and maintenance efficien-
cies, have greatly
increased the amount of
power produced from each
plant.

In 1990, the output was
577 billion kWh per year,
and average capacity was
only 66 percent. No new
plants have been started
since 1977, but most of
those currently in opera-
tion have had the opera-
tional permits extended
and are expected to con-
tinue operating for many
more years.

None of these plants
have blown up, and none
have released dangerous
levels of radiation into our
communities. Nuclear
plants produce no dreaded
CO2. Most of us do not
even know where the
plants, located in 31 dif-
ferent states, are. The
plants have not caused
“environmental destruc-
tion,” as alleged by oppo-
nents.

Some opponents of
nuclear energy claim that
wind and solar power can
be used to replace nuclear
power. However the
Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission in an Ohio case
recently rejected this
claim. In a 5-0 vote, the
agency ruled that the
claim against a new plant
was “unsupported by evi-
dence” and that the poten-
tial capacity of wind gen-
eration was “insufficient”
to show viability as base-
load power able to gener-
ate more than 900
megawatts of energy per
year.

Nuclear energy has
been in the news more
this year in Iowa, as a
result of proposed legisla-
tion that would facilitate a
potential new plant by
MidAmerican Energy. In
March, the Senate Com-
merce Committee passed
House File 561. Before
committee passage, the
bill was amended to pro-
vide increased fiscal over-
sight by the Iowa Utilities
Board. Additionally, it
would prevent MidAmeri-
can from pre-billing cus-
tomers for costs associat-
ed with a possible new
540-megawatt plant.
Other components of the
bill would prevent
MidAmerican from
increasing rates for low-
income customers and
require the plant to be
built, if it was approved.

Nationally, since 2007
16 license applications
have been initiated with
the NRC, which would

result in 24 new nuclear
reactors. While many of
these applications will not
be followed to completion,
as many as six new tradi-
tional reactors are project-
ed to be operational in the
next eight years.

On an international
basis, the projections are
for as many as 96 small
modular reactors to be
built in the next 18 years.
The reactors built with
that technology would be
self-contained units —
made from a simpler
design, able to be built in
a factory, and have lower
on-site costs. The reactors
would be buried under-
ground. All of these fac-
tors would make the units
safer and more cost effec-
tive. They would be about
75 feet long by 12 feet
wide and could be moved
from the factory on a rail
car. The unit resembles a
“nuclear battery.” This
design would also protect
the power plant from “tor-
nadoes, hurricanes, or
tsunamis.”

At this time, the U.S.
Department of Energy
has signed agreements for
three demonstration
small modular reactors at
Savannah River in South
Carolina. These units,
from 180 to 300
megawatts each, could
power 200,000 homes for
a year. This size allows for
one to become operational
and another to then be
easily added when more
capacity is needed. It also
mitigates the enormous
up-front costs for a full-
size reactor project, which
can reach $7 billion and
take many years to get
approved and built.

This is the issue facing
Mid-American Energy
and the Iowa Legislature.

Microsoft founder Bill
Gates is also encouraging
innovative development of
nuclear energy. He has
invested in the develop-
ment of fourth-generation
nuclear-power-plant
designs, which would run
on leftover fuel from cur-
rent plants and would
require few, or no, humans
to operate on a daily basis.
He is also skeptical about
the long-term viability of
wind and solar power
because of problems with
reliability and storage.

In discussing nuclear
power at several national
conferences in February
and March of this year
Gates said, “There is no
inherent reason why
nuclear power needs to be
expensive.”

Further, he supports
nuclear energy as an
“energy miracle,” and
clean technology. Finally,
he characterized the inex-
pensive energy potential
of nuclear energy for
developing countries and
poor people as a “vaccine”
that would improve their
lives significantly.

Iowa could take the lead
in America’s energy future
by supporting new
nuclear-energy technology
and encouraging innova-
tion. And Gates could join
us in leading the way — or
at least send his check-
book.

DDeebboorraahh DD.. TThhoorrnnttoonn

research analyst

Institute Brief, Public Interest

Institute

Opinions

LLEETTTTEERRSS TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR may be sent via e-mail to ddaaiillyy..iioowwaann..lleetttteerrss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm (as text, not as attachment). Each
letter must be signed and include an address and phone number for verification. Letters should not exceed 300 words. The
DI reserves the right to edit for length and clarity. The DI will publish only one letter per author per month. Letters will be
chosen for publication by the editors according to space considerations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please.
GGUUEESSTT OOPPIINNIIOONNSS that exceed 300 words in length must be arranged with the Opinions editor at least three days prior
to the desired date of publication. Guest opinions are selected in accordance with word length, subject relevance, and
space considerations.
RREEAADDEERR CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS that may appear below were originally posted on ddaaiillyyiioowwaann..ccoomm in response to published 
material. They will be chosen for print publication when they are deemed to be well-written and to forward public discussion. 
They may be edited for length and style.

Guest Column

Guest Column

ddaaiillyy..iioowwaann..lleetttteerrss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm..

DDOO SSTTUUDDEENNTT OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS PPRROOVVIIDDEE
NNEECCEESSSSAARRYY EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE AATT UUII??

Read today’s Guest Column,and let us know at:

4 - The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Wednesday, May 9, 2012���

Letter

HHAAYYLLEEYY BBRRUUCCEE,, SSAAMM LLAANNEE Editors-in-Chief • BBEENNJJAAMMIINN EEVVAANNSS Opinions Editor 

SSAAMMUUEELL CCLLEEAARRYY,, DDAANN TTAAIIBBLLEESSOONN Editorial writers

EEDDIITTOORRIIAALLSS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not the opinion of the Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the

University of Iowa.
GGUUEESSTT OOPPIINNIIOONNSS, CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRIIEESS, and CCOOLLUUMMNNSS reflect the opinions of the authors and are not necessarily those of the Editorial Board.

Your turn. Should Iowa lead the way in
nuclear energy?

Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

It was in the hot, sweat-
stained shirt, water-bottle-
drained-dry August heat
that I took my first steps
on campus at the Universi-
ty of Iowa as an incoming
freshman: My major was
only half-decided; I only
knew two people here; I
had no roommate; I was
not yet settled in; I needed
to prepare myself for class-
es; I needed to get involved
and meet people. I needed
to find my balance in this
new place.

I found it in a student
organization. The first les-
son in swing dancing is on
balance.

My first weekend living
on campus, I discovered
the Swing Dance Club. I
had gone to a campus
Activity Fair, hoping to

find an organization to
join, and there it was. I had
arrived right as the mem-
bers were about to perform
a routine. I sat off to the
side and watched in
amazement; the people
were jumping, clapping,
stepping, kicking, spin-
ning, smiling the whole
time. I knew this was
where I wanted to be.
Though I had already
signed up and given them
my email address, I sat
and watched for an hour;
twisting, turning, circling,
dancing.

Second semester. Final-
ly, I could start taking real
lessons. There were a few
faces I recognized from the
Sunday night dances, but I
was essentially alone to
start. I had never properly

learned how to dance, and
here I was, in a group of
strangers, about to put
myself on display.

Lessons progressed, and
I grew more confident. Not
only was I improving at
dancing, but I was finally
starting to get to know the
people in my class. We
rotated partners every few
minutes; I had talked to
everybody. I was starting
to carve my niche.

These weekly classes
were something I really
looked forward to. They
were a break from classes,
a chance to see the new
friends I was meeting, a
way to keep active
throughout my year. This
club gave me a social life.
Though I had so far only
gotten a loose grasp on the

basics of swing dance, I felt
I was starting to find my
balance.

Lessons finished, and
my school year has since
died down. As I take my
finals now and graduate
from my first year of col-
lege, I realize the full effect
that joining that club had
on me. I hadn’t realized the
importance of being active
outside of class until I
started swing dance.
Whatever you do on cam-
pus, it’s more than just an
organization. It’s friends
and it’s fun; it becomes
your organization. It’s one
more accomplishment to
graduate from as you move
through life.

JJoohhaannnnaa OOllssoonn

UI freshman

Iowa (& Gates)
could lead

Student organizations are more than mere groups

Imagine for a second that to see a movie, you would
have to be under the age of 18. No longer can you lose
yourself in a narrative that can change time and space
in the blink of an eye; Never again may you observe the
skill cinematographers have as they pan, tilt, and zoom
across a fictional realm. Movies, like moon bounces,
playgrounds, or Chucky Cheeses, are only for children
once you reach this certified age of adulthood. It may
sound ridiculous, but with all the expenses a college
student has (tuition, books, rent, and board, to name a
few) college movie-goers usually can’t afford to pur-
chase $7 to $10 movie tickets.

With all these expenses, the traditional movie-going
experience is becoming as accessible for college stu-
dents as a “you must be this tall to ride” roller coasters
for kids.

Fortunately, film departments all over the United
States have recognized the Hollywood oppression on
the cinema market and have taken an uprising of film
on college campuses.

The IMU is a Swiss army knife of building capabili-
ties. From Dance Marathon to band concerts and even
standup comics, the IMU also houses a theater known
for its dedication to well-received yet not quite block-
buster titles.

There’s something for everyone, for every genre at the
Bijou. But this theater brings more than movie choices;
it brings a true movie experience.

You may not expect much when you walk into the
doors of the IMU. There may be a dance-off going on in
auditorium next or maybe the sounds of a fraternity
meeting in the opening foyer. Posters of  King Kong and
Casablanca are seen on the walls to the left, showing

that movies are one of the few things that can bring us
into the nostalgic emotions of yesteryear.

Three dollars later, you take your popcorn and your
Coke into a small theater room. Though it is tiny com-
pared with modern theaters, it holds plenty of room for
laughter, tears, screams, oohs, and awes.You sit down in
a comfortable seat and watch your film.Two hours pass,
and you leave the theater with a tranquil happiness.

It’s a graduate-student-led organization that never
forgets that we are college students. We are people often
without large amounts of money to spend on entertain-
ment.The Bijou gives us entertainment, at a reasonable
price.

Free movie tickets and dollar level refreshments are
things I’ve never witnessed at other college campuses. I
often visited the University of Michigan cinema, for
example, and the prices for refreshments were much
higher than at the Bijou. In addition to the simple price
difference, though, the Bijou gives us the joy of film-
making on an artistic level by offering films that one
wouldn’t always see.

This film movement is happening around the coun-
try.We are fighting Hollywood through our independent
theaters, and on an artistic level, we are winning. Right
here in Iowa City, we see the impacts of film on every-
day life. It can occupy you on a Saturday night if drink-
ing isn’t your thing, and it can satisfy you during the
week if you need that always important study break.
Want to see a movie but don’t have cash for that chain
theater? Don’t worry, there’s always the Bijou.

JJoohhnn CCaammppbbeellll
UI freshman

Don’t worry, there’s always Bijou

The Bijou marquee in the IMU on Jan. 20, 2011. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Guest Column
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By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Republicans blocked a
Democratic bill Tuesday to
preserve low interest rates
for millions of college stu-
dents’ loans, as the two par-
ties engaged in election-
year choreography aimed at
showing each is the better
protector of families in
today’s rugged economy.

The 52-45 vote to begin
debating the legislation fell
eight votes short of the 60
needed to proceed and
stalled work on an effort
both parties expect will ulti-
mately produce a compro-
mise, probably soon. For
now, each side is happy to
use the stalemate to snipe
at the other with campaign-
ready talking points while
they are gridlocked over
how to cover the $6 billion
cost.

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., said
the vote showed that
despite Republicans’ claims
that they support prevent-
ing an increase in student
loan rates, “Republicans
showed today that it’s only
talk.”

He also noted that the
likely GOP presidential
candidate, Mitt Romney,
supports a temporary
extension of today’s low
rates and needled, “I sug-
gest he pick up the phone
and call Sen. McConnell.”

That was a reference to
Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
who said the battle is a
phony one manufactured by
Democrats to woo votes
from students. Both parties
say they want to extend low
interest rates.

“The Senate has ceased
to be a place where prob-
lems are resolved,”
McConnell said. “It’s
become instead a place
where Democrats produce
campaign material.”

The vote was nearly
party-line, with Reid voting
“no” to give himself the pro-
cedural ability to demand
another vote once a compro-
mise is reached. Sen.

Olympia Snowe, R-Maine,
voted “present,” saying she
wanted to avoid any vote
that might affect a private
education business of her
husband, John McKernan.

The Democratic bill
would keep interest rates
for subsidized Stafford
Loans at 3.4 percent for an
additional year rather than
doubling automatically for
new loans starting July 1. It
would have no effect on cur-
rent loans.

A 2007 law approved by a
Democratic Congress grad-
ually lowered the rates but
pops them back up to 6.8
percent in July because
lawmakers were worried
about costs.

Stafford Loans are for
low- and middle-income
students. The Education
Department projects the
measure would affect 7.4
million undergraduates
borrowing money in the
year starting July 1.

Republicans oppose the
Democratic plan to pay for
the bill by forcing high-
earning stockholders in
some privately owned cor-
porations and professional
practices to pay additional
Social Security and
Medicare payroll taxes.
Even if it passed the Sen-
ate, it would have no chance
of emerging from the
Republican-controlled
House.

Democrats reject the
GOP version, which drums
up money for the extension
of low rates by abolishing a
preventive-health program
created by Obama’s 2010
health-care overhaul.
Republicans are demand-
ing a Senate vote on their
measure, but it cannot pass
that chamber, and the
White House has threat-
ened to veto a House-
passed bill that uses that
same funding mechanism.

Both sides know they can
push no student-loan bill
through Congress without
a bipartisan consensus on
paying for it.

By DEREK KELLISON
derek.kellison@gmail.com

City High School stu-
dents are pushing to get
the Iowa City School Dis-
trict’s recycling program
organized and up to speed.

City High class presi-
dents and student sena-
tors began the initiative at
the high school but are
now aiming to establish a
unified recycling system
across the district.

“[City High student gov-
ernment] did research at
other schools to see what
kind of systems they had
and compared,” said
Senior Class President
Sophie Neems said. “The

process across the district
is a little fuzzy.”

District schools have
varied recycling systems
that are organized outside
the district, said Sopho-
more Class President Eli
Shepherd.

“Basically, all the pro-
grams we found were
based off-site of the cam-
pus,” he said, and this
made it difficult to track
the recycling efforts.

After independently
installing a new City High
system May 4, the stu-
dents sent a petition to the
School Board, asking it to
require a faculty member
at each school to support
the school’s recycling pro-
gram.

City High Principal
John Bacon said the stu-
dents also found an abun-
dance of plastic bottles
mistakenly thrown in the
trash.

“Plastic milk bottles
were a big culprit in trash
cans,” he said. “We took a
good close look at our recy-
cling system and found a
lot of good things, but
[there was] no recycling for
plastic bottles.”

The school has added

four recycling bins to its
lunchroom specifically to
combat the overflow of
milk bottles. Students esti-
mated that 700 bottles are
thrown in the trash daily.

After the students’
study, Bacon contacted
Johnson County Refuse to
establish a recycling deliv-
ery system for the rest of
the semester.

The work of volunteer
custodians — who deliver
the bags to a pickup zone
and reline the bins — have
made the program com-
pletely free, Bacon said.

Yet costs will likely arise
once school officials decide
to use the services of the
Johnson County Refuse.

Neems said the cost for
recycling service would
only be about $50 to $70
per month, with additional
bins costing $15. The
School Board will review
the plan at the next gover-
nance committee meeting.

Board member Sarah
Swisher said the recycling
system would still save
money for the district
despite the possible addi-
tional costs.

“It will probably only
cost a minimal expense to
recycle — perhaps it could
even be cost-neutral,
which would even save us
money,” she said.

The students placed
handmade recycling
advertisements around
the school to attract people
to the bins.

“The process has been
difficult because people
are still throwing things
away in the wrong bins,”
Shepherd said.

Bacon said the recycling
system would take time to
set in and some aspects
were still being developed.

“We’re taking further
steps to institutionalize
the process in the school,”
he said.

Student-government presidents Sophie Neems, Neve Heimer, and Eli Shepard put recycling bins in the cafeteria at City High on Tuesday.
They recently created a new recycling system that they hope will spread throughout the district. (The Daily Iowan/Melissa Wilson)

GOP senators
block  loan bill

City High works on recycling

A City High
student study
estimated 700
plastic milk
bottles are
thrown in trash
cans during the
average lunch
period.

District
Recycling
When City High students
scoured the district, they
found several unorganized
programs:
• On-site composting
• Can redemption
• Individuals collecting recy-
cling
• point

Source: Individuals collecting
recycling
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today’s events
SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your super special event
appear here? Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the
University of Iowa.

horoscopes WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaayy 99
— by Eugenia Last

UITV schedule

• Tech Help, 10 a.m., Iowa
City Public Library, 123 S. Linn

• Preschool Story Time,
10:30 a.m., Iowa City Public
Library 

• Web Basics, 2 p.m., Iowa
City Public Library

• Staff Council Meeting,
2:30 p.m., 2520D University
Capitol Center

• National Advanced Dri-
ving Simulator Open House, 3
p.m., University of Iowa Research
Park

• An Oversimplification of
Her Beauty, 7 p.m., Bijou

• Burlington Street Blue-
grass Band, 7 p.m., Mill, 120 E.
Burlington

• “Live from Prairie
Lights,” Larry Baker, fiction, 7
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S.
Dubuque

• Eco-Pirate: The Story of
Paul Watson, 9:15 p.m., Bijou

• Jam Session, 10 p.m., Yacht
Club, 13 S. Linn

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

Daily Break “ ”
Instead of being presented with stereotypes by age, sex,
color, class, or religion, children must have the opportunity
to learn that within each range, some people are loathsome
and some are delightful.

— Margaret Mead

12:30 p.m. John Cage Centennial
Panel Discussion, Center for New
Music, expert panel discusses the
work of John Cage, Feb. 12
1:30 John Cage Centennial Con-
cert, Center for New Music,
“Sonatas & Interludes,” Patricia
von Blumroder, Feb. 12
2:45 John Cage Centennial
Dance Performance, Musicircus
Dancers and performers fill the
second floor of the University
Capitol Center (highlights) 
3 John Cage Centennial, “Lecture
on Nothing,” narrated by Mark
Clague, University of Michigan,
UI Center for New Music, Feb. 12 
4 John Cage Centennial Panel
Discussion, Center for New
Music, expert panel discusses the
work of John Cage, Feb. 12
5 John Cage Centennial, CMN
Ensemble Concert, compositions
from the 1930s to the 1970s, UI
Center for New Music, Feb. 12
6:15 President’s Forum, UI Presi-

dent Sally Mason and Dr. Terry
Wahls, Feb. 29
7 College of Public Heath New
Building Dedication, April 20
8 John Cage Centennial Concert,
Center for New Music, “Sonatas
& Interludes,” Patricia von Blum-
roder, Feb. 12
9:15 John Cage Centennial
Dance Performance, Musicircus
Dancers and performers fill the
second floor of the University
Capitol Center (highlights)
9:30 Daily Iowan Television News
9:45 Orchestra Invitational Gala
Concert, Bach Cello Suite,
Stravinsky, Copland, Mozart, Feb.
17
10:30 Daily Iowan Television
News
10:45 John Cage Centennial,
CMN Ensemble Concert, compo-
sitions from the 1930s to the
1970s, UI Center for New Music,
Feb. 12

The Daily Iowan
www.dailyiowan.com
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Things I
learned at the

UI:
• The number of times I

look at the clock is directly

proportional to the number

of times I will fall asleep. Not

necessarily in class.

• My entire tuition was

probably spent solely on

maintaining the Pentacrest

lawn.

• There is no such thing

as a smoke-free campus.

• How to parallel park

when I’m seven minutes late

for class.

• The number of inches

my skirt is from my knees is

directly proportional to the

number of guys who will

offer to buy me drinks.

• How to cross a street

without stopping, looking, or

listening — but still texting.

• The number of times I

text in class is directly pro-

portional to the number of

hours I’ll spend starting at a

blank Word document in the

middle of the night.

• The only theorists I need

to know write for the EPB

bathrooms.

• I used more highlighter

at one highlighter party

than I have reading in my

entire academic career.

• It is more acceptable to

wear pajamas to finals than

to WalMart.

• I’m always in class when

cute boys are having a bake

sale in the Old Capitol mall.

— TTrriisshhaa SSppeennccee will miss the UI.

HUNGRY?
Check out the Daily Iowan Dining Guide

only at dailyiowan.com

MAN ON THE STREET
What is your favorite caffeinated beverage
to drink during finals?

“Red Bull.”
Nick Shepperd
senior

“Coke.”
Kaitlin Glagola
junior

“Soda.”
Hayley Perrin
senior

“Red Bull.”
Jaimie Marchant
senior

ARIES March 21-April 19  Don’t take action unless you are certain that you are responding appropriately. An impul-
sive move at this point may damage what you have been working toward. Take a deep breath, and recalculate
your next move. When in doubt, stop and observe.

TAURUS April 20-May 20 Look for opportunities to learn. Take part in functions that can help you further your
position. Getting together with people who share your interests will help you direct your energy efficiently. Do
something nice for someone you love.

GEMINI May 21-June 20 Get down to business. Take care of personal affairs. Don’t leave anything to chance. Luck is
with you if you do your due diligence and focus on getting ahead. Financial gains are likely if you are disciplined
and negotiate strategically.

CANCER June 21-July 22 Spread a little cheer, and engage in friendly banter. Discuss your plans openly, and be
playful with your friends, family, and lover. Your attitude will make the difference in the outcome of whatever
you pursue. A partnership will bring you good fortune.

LEO July 23-Aug. 22  A disciplined approach to both professional and personal money matters will put you in a good
position. Extravagance of any kind must be avoided. Don’t allow your emotions to lead to an impulsive prom-
ise that will be difficult to fulfill.

VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 Show how energetic you can be. Take the initiative, and add your personal touch to what-
ever you do. Your ability to persuade others to help you will put you well ahead of schedule. Communicating
and networking will enhance your reputation.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 You’ll have excellent vision when it comes to stretching your money so you can purchase
everything you need for the right price. Greater security will result if you discuss your plans for the future with
someone you love.

SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 As long as you weigh the pros and cons before you proceed, you will not have to back-
track. Impulse will be your downfall. Focus on how you can tactfully make the alterations you want without rais-
ing suspicion. Use creative logic.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Complete whatever is asked of you as quickly as possible. You will want to leave
enough time to do something enjoyable late in the day with a friend or lover. A change at home should turn
out in your favor.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Let your emotions show, and you will be able to get others to do as you please.
Making changes to your home will bring about an opportunity to meet someone who will benefit you in the
future. An investment will pay off.

AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Slow down, rethink your steps, and be careful how much you take on. Love will be
enhanced if you are open about your feelings and your long-term intentions. What you do for others will be
repaid tenfold.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Concentrate on your professional goals. Make calls, and present what you can offer to
someone who may be able to utilize your services. Don’t let an emotional issue with a family member hold you
back.
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Salesman Chris Carpenter gives student Tony Casella money for his books at Iowa Book on Tuesday.
Students can check online to see if the business will buy their books. Iowa Book is buying back text-
books for more stock for itself and for other companies nationwide. (The Daily Iowan/Tessa Hursh)

By ANNA THEODOSIS 
anna-theodosis@uiowa.edu 

Though University of
Iowa student leaders say
the launch of the SafeRide
service this fall will help
students, some worry the
restricted use is pointless.

The UI Student Govern-
ment recently completed its
plans for the new program.
The free taxi service will
launch at the beginning of
the fall semester and will
present an alternative for
undergraduate and gradu-
ate students to get home in
emergency situations.

Former UISG Vice Presi-
dent Brittany Caplin said
the program does have
some restrictions. Students’
use is limited to once per
semester, and if people are
caught abusing the system
— using the service numer-
ous times or for nonemer-
gencies — they will be
banned for four years.

UISG officials said emer-
gencies include being intox-
icated and unable to drive
home or at a house party
and feeling uncomfortable
enough to leave.

“[Students] need to clari-
fy what the emergency is,”
Caplin said. “The cab will
take you to your home or
the hospital, nowhere else.”

SafeRide was developed
in response to numerous
alleged assaults on campus
this past school year and
the installation of the 21-
ordinance in 2010.

UI junior Jessica Defino
said she’s aware of campus

safety and likes the addi-
tional service.

“I think it’s a good idea
because of some of the dan-
gers that happen on cam-
pus,” she said.

Currently, the UI police
offer a NiteRide service to
female students, picking
them up at a few locations
on campus and taking
them home.

SafeRide will be avail-
able for male and female
students.

Cambus manager Brian
McClatchey said that
though the program could
benefit students, it doesn’t
provide the same advan-
tages as NiteRide.

“I think it has potential,”
he said. “One ride per
semester? Obviously, it’s
not an option for regular
transportation. I think the
intentions are good; it’s just
very limited.”

Caplin said the limit is
an effort to keep costs from
exceeding the $40,000
budget.

The purpose of SafeRide
is to complement NiteRide,
Caplin said, not replace it.

“NiteRide takes you from
on-campus to on or off cam-
pus,” she said. “SafeRide
takes you from on or off-
campus [to home or the
hospital].”

UISG is collaborating
with Yellow Cab to provide
the taxis. Caplin said she
felt Yellow Cab was the
best company to partner
with.

“They understand the
workings of the university,”

she said. “They also have
the number of vehicles,
[and] their security on their
vehicles is also very well-
done.”

Caplin said the service
also helps students who
find themselves in trouble
at house parties.

“We believe that there
are more house parties and
more underage students —
because of the ordinance —
are drinking more at their
houses,” she said. “The idea
is to remove any barriers
that would prevent a stu-
dent from helping their
friends in an emergency.
SafeRide is if you just need
to get out, you need to go
home.”

Despite McClatchey’s
concerns, he said he
applauded UISG for its
efforts.

“It’ll be interesting [to
see] how many people use
it,” he said. “I commend
them for giving it a shot;
you have to put it out there
and see what the response
is.”

SafeRide set to go BOOKING IT

By CHASTITY DILLARD
chastity-dillard@uiowa.edu

Keaton Fuller is one of
this year’s recipients of the
Matthew Shepard Scholar-
ship in Iowa  — and as
such, he will receive
$40,000 toward his Univer-
sity of Iowa experience.

Yet the Catholic Diocese
of Davenport — which
oversees the Prince of
Peace High School that
Fuller attends — refuses to
allow the award to be pre-
sented at his graduation.

“I’m not concerned about
what it means for me
specifically,” the openly gay
18-year-old said. “I’m con-
cerned to get the message
out there that it is OK to be
gay in any circumstance
that you are in.”

Fuller was awarded
$40,000 through Iowa’s
Matthew Shepard Scholar-
ship from the Eychaner
Foundation for his efforts
toward lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, and transgender rights
in his community. The Dio-
cese of Davenport decided
to reverse the school’s deci-
sion to allow the foundation
to present the award to
Fuller at his graduation.

UI freshman Quentin
Hill, a 2011 recipient of the
same scholarship, said the
presentation is one of the
greatest parts of receiving
the award.

“Especially if you are in a
city where it’s hard being
the odd one out,” the 19-
year-old said. “We are
looked at as outcast or the
black sheep or the rainbow

sheep, if you want to call it
that.”

Hill was the only openly
gay student in the history
of his high school in Eagle
Grove. Coming out created
a division in his church and
pushed him out of friend
circles, he said.

“[But] it’s important not
to generalize all of the reli-
gious community,” Hill
said. “There are a lot of pro-
gressive communities out
there. It’s just institutions
[like the Catholic Church]
take a little bit longer to
adjust on these things,
especially social issues.”

The Davenport Diocese
issued a press release
explaining its “long stand-
ing policy regarding guest
speakers.”

“This policy was
explained to Keaton’s par-
ents at their meeting with
Bishop Martin Amos last
week,” wrote Deacon David
Montgomery, the director of
communications. “It states:
‘We cannot allow any one or
any organization that pro-
motes a position that is
contrary to the teachings of
the Catholic Church to
present at a diocesan insti-
tution.’ ”

Fuller said he wants to
promote equality for all
people and believes his
action will make a differ-
ence as there have been few
openly gay students at his
school.

“It’s a little bit over-
whelming, but I am really
very happy to have all this
support,” he said. “It’s
incredible.”

Sexuality and gender-
rights advocates statewide
said they were disappoint-
ed by the bishop’s actions.

“It’s always shocking
when this kind of thing
happens, because you hope
that hearts and minds have
changed,” said Ryan Roe-
merman, the executive
director of Iowa Pride Net-
work. “To have someone at
the top keeping a young
man from having the best
moment of his life because
of bigotry is disappointing.”

Rich Eychaner, the
founder of Iowa’s Matthew
Shepard Scholarship and
the denied presenter, said
the organization is trying
to provide a lifeline for peo-
ple and save lives through
the scholarships.

“The kid’s OK. The
money’s OK, and the schol-
arship is OK,” he said.
“Then why can’t the organi-
zation that funds and
makes available for the
student come and present?
What line does that cross?”

Diocese denies teen 
presentation of scholarship

The new SafeRide program will have a soft-cap budget
of $40,000. 

SafeRide
The new free taxi service
will begin this fall.
• Students can only use it
once per semester
• Students can only be driven
to their registered address or
a hospital
• Only two people can be in
the taxi at one time
• If a person abuses the 
program, he or she will be
banned for four years

Source: UI Student Government

Fuller was awarded a $40,000 scholarship to the
University of Iowa.

Get 
Iowa City

news 
straight
to your
phone

Matthew Shepard
Scholarship
Three students who plan
on attending the
University of Iowa in the
fall were awarded the
scholarships for 2012:
• Fabio Vidal, Des Moines
Lincoln High
• Keaton Fuller, Prince of
Peace College Preparatory
• Derek Steinauer, Linn-Mar
High

Source: Eychaner Foundation

           



plays later, but quarterback
James Vandenberg’s pass
floated well behind his star
receiver. McNutt stuck a
long arm out behind him
and palmed the ball out of
midair for a long gain.

But the rally, which con-
sisted almost entirely of
McNutt making plays, fell
short.

“He played his heart out
today,” Vandenberg said
after Iowa lost, 37-21. “We
all wish we could have sent
him out on a better note.”

McNutt finished the sea-
son with 82 catches for
1,315 yards — good for
10th in the nation — and
his 12 touchdowns were
more than all but five play-
ers in the country. He
became the Hawkeyes’ all-
time leader in touchdown
receptions and receiving
yards. He took home the
Richter-Howard Trophy
given to the Big Ten’s top
receiver.

Not bad for a guy who
famously spent his first
year at Iowa playing quar-
terback.

“You don’t win records by
accident,” head coach Kirk

Ferentz said after McNutt
broke the team’s touch-
down-catch mark. “It’s a
real tribute to his work
ethic. He’s got good size and
good range. That’s only an
advantage if you use it,
though.”

ESPN.com’s Adam Rit-
tenberg named McNutt the
eighth-best overall player
in the conference last sea-
son. He was Rittenberg’s
top-ranked wideout, ahead
of the Spartans’ B.J. Cun-
ningham and first-round
NFL draft pick and former
Illinois receiver A.J. Jenk-
ins.

“McNutt was a very good
receiver who achieved
greatness as a senior,”
Rittenberg wrote. “He did
enough in 2011 to be con-
sidered the league’s best
receiver and one of the Big
Ten’s top overall perform-
ers.”

The monstrous perform-
ances speak for themselves
— 140 yards and 2 touch-
downs against Tennessee
Tech; 184 yards and 3
touchdowns against Indi-
ana; 151 yards and 2 touch-
downs against Purdue.

It was a dominant season
from McNutt. He kept the
Hawkeye offense from col-
lapsing in several games on
the road, where it struggled
all season. And Vandenberg

said he was just happy to
have seen it up close.

“I’m so glad I got to be a
part of it,” he said about
McNutt’s record-breaking
performance. “Because I
know I’ve learned a ton
from him over the years.”

steps. He said he cautions
them against ending up “a
beaten, bedraggled man
with a broken heart.”

“They still seem to do it,”
he said with a grin.

SStteeaalliinngg aa BBaaddggeerr
Esche’s parents flew a

Wisconsin Badger flag in
their front yard as he grew
up in Waukesha. All his rel-
atives, neighbors, and dis-
tance-running teammates
assumed he would go on to
run for the Badgers. Esche
was a decorated high-
school runner, and Wiscon-
sin had long been a domi-
nant cross-country pro-
gram. It was a perfect fit.

But Esche remembers
his prep coaches getting a
call from Iowa — a pro-
gram, he said, that was “not
good at the time” — and
telling him how impressed
they were by the ambitious,
genuine Hawkeye coach.

Esche and his parents
visited Iowa and took a
tour with Wieczorek.

Hawkeye football coach
Kirk Ferentz ran into the
group, pulled them aside,
and told Esche’s parents
Wieczorek was “the best
man on campus” and that
their son would love run-
ning for him.

Esche committed to
Iowa. He went on to be a
top-10 finisher at Big Ten
meets and an all-region
cross-country runner.

“Wisconsin was a little
too cocky,” he said. “Coach
Wiz was the opposite. He
just said, ‘I want to build a
program, and I want you to
help me do that.’ ”

AAnn iinnjjuurreedd pprrooddiiggyy
Micah VanDenend was a

distance-running prodigy
— one of the state’s best —
as a high-school sophomore
in Glen Ellyn, Ill. But Van-
Denend, now a head coach
at Wisconsin-Parkside, suf-
fered a nasty stress frac-
ture to his leg before his
junior year. He couldn’t run
or train for eight months.
As a result, VanDenend
didn’t get much attention
from around the country.

But he did from Wiec-
zorek. VanDenend remem-
bered being surprised by
the continued letters sent

to his coaches and offers for
informal visits to the Iowa
campus, even as he was
unable to guarantee any
kind of recovery from his
injury.

VanDenend healed and
became a state champion
his senior year. He came to
run for Wieczorek and the
Hawkeyes, who “stood out”
as the one program that
had shown faith in him
while he was hurt.

The injury problems 
didn’t go away for VanDe-
nend once he reached cam-
pus. Leg problems prevent-
ed him from competing in a
single outdoor track meet
during his first three sea-
sons.

But Wieczorek stayed
positive. The pair’s motto
became “greatness deferred
is not greatness denied.”

“Any other program or
coach would probably have
taken me off scholarship or
removed me from the
team,” VanDenend said. “It
was big to have a coach
who had been through the
same things.”
AAnn oolldd rreeccoorrdd ffaallllss

VanDenend began the
final lap of his first-ever
5,000-meter race and
looked at the clock. Wiec-

zorek saw his runner’s eyes
widen as VanDenend real-
ized he needed to run that
lap in under 60 seconds to
break a 38-year old school
record.

A record held by Larry
Wieczorek.

VanDenend finished the
race in 13:55.96. He had
beat Wieczorek’s mark by
0.04 seconds.

It was a joyous culmina-
tion of years of rehab for
VanDenend, and Wieczorek
called it one of his happiest
moments as a coach.

“At some point, records
aren’t doing you any good
anymore,” Wieczorek said.
“You just get your name
back in the paper if some-
body breaks it. Micah did
some amazing things.”

VanDenend thought
about what his coach had
often told him as he strug-
gled in the trainers’ room
or sat on the sidelines.

“He would always tell
me, ‘This is going to end
with us hugging at the fin-
ish line,’ ” VanDenend said.
“And that’s exactly what
happened.”
TThhee ccooaacchhiinngg ttrreeee ggrroowwss

Kent said Wieczorek was
“90 percent” of the reason
he wanted to become a
coach. Several of his team-

mates said similar things.
“Wiz proved every day

it’s possible to love work,”
Heath Moenck, the Simp-
son College coach, said.
“Without Wiz, I’m pretty
sure I’d be miserable in
some cubicle, working 9 to
5.”

The coaching life has
separated close friends
Kent, VanDenend, and
Esche. But every so often, a
big event will bring the
whole group together.

Wieczorek will spend
time with them. They’re his
colleagues now, but they
still ask him for advice. He
remembers the panicked
feeling of being new to the
job, so he’ll give them tips
on how to manage athletes,
how to feel the pulse of a
team, and know exactly
what workout they need at

a given time.
He’ll coach them on

coaching.
As he looked around at

the Relays last month, and
saw so many former pupils
who are now friends, Wiec-
zorek felt a little bittersweet.

“I’m closer to the end of
my career than the begin-
ning,” he said. “One of the
things I’m really going to
miss is the relationships
with the guys that develop
into friendship. The ups
and downs of their life that
you go through with them.
And then all of a sudden, I
won’t be Coach Wiz any-
more. Standing out there
with those guys, I was
thinking, ‘I’m going to miss
this.’ ”
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WIZ 
CONTINUED FROM 12

MCNUTT 
CONTINUED FROM 12

Third in a five-
part series
Follow along this week as
The Daily Iowan reveals its
athletes, coaches, and sto-
ries of the year.
Monday: Freshman of the
Year: Aaron White
Tuesday: Coach of the Year:
Fran McCaffery
Today: Male Athlete of the
Year: Marvin McNutt
Thursday: Female Athlete of
the Year
Friday: Story of the Year

2012 Male
Athlete of the
Year
Other nominees:
Second place: Matt Gatens
Honorable mention: Matt
McDonough
Last five winners:
2011: Vince India
2010: Jay Borschel
2009: Shonn Greene
2008: Brent Metcalf
2007: Mark Perry

For more
news, visit

dailyiowan.com
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

HOUSE
FOR SALE

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

AUTO DOMESTIC

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

WHITE HOUSE - AVAIL. AUG.
Three bedroom, three bath-
rooms, Muscatine Ave., wood 
floors, laundry, fireplace, C/A, 
buslines, off-street parking, pet 
deposit. $1000/ month plus utili-
ties. (319)338-3071.

THREE bedroom, two bath 
home located at 944 E.Daven-
port. Close to UI and downtown.
$1500/ month. (319)400-4159.
www.IC4RENT.com

COTTAGE - AVAIL. AUG.
One bedroom, full bathroom,
fireplace, laundry, garage,
Muscatine Ave., buslines, pet
deposit. $700/ month plus
utilities. (319)338-3071.

806 WYLDE GREEN RD.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE NEAR
UIHC AND LAW BUILDING
Three bedroom, two bath house 
with two car attached garage, 
back porch, W/D, dishwasher, 
microwave, central air, $1425.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

1242 Duck Creek Dr., Iowa City.
Five bedroom, three bathroom.
Dishwasher, microwave, high 
efficiency W/D, huge yard, dou-
ble car garage. Three level 
house. Very nice. $1850/month.
(785)443-3001.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $625/ $650 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

GRADUATE STUDENTS,
PROFESSIONALS AND
SMALL FAMILIES
Townhouse. Two bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, finished basement, 
W/D hookups. Westside near 
UIHC/ Dental/ Law.
Professional/ family atmosphere 
with courtyards. No pets. No 
smoking. Available 6/1, 7/1, 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom, two bath, in-
cludes three parking spaces, 
$1580 ($395/ bedroom), close 
to downtown.
www.UIRentals.com
(319)325-4156.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW luxury living
downtown. 429 E.Burlington,
three bedrooms, two baths.
$1900-$1950. Secure building,
washer and dryer, fireplace,
underground parking.
Call Heritage at (319)351-8404
for more information.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, one bath, W/D in
unit, central air, some with
decks, on city busline.
$660-$680.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom apartment in 
house close to campus, 932 
S.VanBuren St. Available 
8/1/12. $690/ month plus
utilities. Some pets allowed.
Call Sue at (319)325-2300.

SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedroom units $800-$825.
Secured entrance, W/D hook-
ups. Dogs welcome with fee.
1/2 off deposit.
Contact AM Management 
(319)354-1961.
www.ammanagement.net

RUSHMORE DRIVE
Near UIHC, law building and 
parks. Two bedroom, one bath, 
W/D, dishwasher, microwave, 
fireplace, central air, deck, entry 
door system, garage.
$825-$875.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

GREAT VALUE!
I.C. Two bedroom, one or two 
bath, quiet, clean, non-smoking, 
close-in, free parking. $825 and 
$895. (319)351-0946.

TWO BEDROOM

NEW and stunning two bed-
room, one bath condos. Granite 
counters, stainless appliances, 
in-unit W/D, hardwood floors, 
tile showers, large balconies 
and one car garage. Starting at 
$1200/ month. 1000 Oakcrest 
St. Call (319)887-6450.

NEAR campus. Large one and 
two bedroom apartments, $610/ 
$680. (319)594-0722.
www.hilomanagement.com

LARGE two bedroom, two bath 
in Coralville. Available 8/1/12.
$650/ month, heat included. No 
smoking, no pets. On busline.
Call (319)351-8901 or
(319)330-1480.

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Large two bedroom, two bath 
units with dishwasher, micro-
wave, central air, on-site laun-
dry, on city busline. $730.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CROSS PARK APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, two bath,
dishwasher, microwave, on-site
laundry, central air, entry door
system, some with deck or
patio, on city busline.
$630-$660.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CORAL COURT
2860, 2868 and 2888
Great Coralville locations.
Near Coral Ridge Mall and Oak-
dale campus. Two bedroom, 
one bath, and two bedroom, two 
bath unit with deck, W/D, dish-
washer, microwave, fireplace, 
central air, garage. $850-$880.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BENTON MANOR CONDOS-
Two bedroom, one bath, bus-
line, dishwasher, laundry, W/D 
or hookup, small pet negotiable.
$645- $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

612 S.DODGE ST.-
Two bedroom, one bath, close 
to downtown, on-site laundry, 
cat negotiable. $640, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

412 HIGHLAND AVE.-
Large two bedroom, one bath, 
central heat/air, laundry, park-
ing. $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

3455 E.COURT/
411 PETERSON-
Two bedroom, one bath, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$630, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

1108 OAKCREST-
Westside QUIET two bedroom, 
one bath, close to UIHC and 
Law. No pets. $650, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

$610, two bedroom, one bath
apartment, 4-plex, 64 Oberlin,
Iowa City. Call (319)400-2619.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

QUIET, clean efficiency and 
one bedroom, H/W paid,
laundry, busline, Coralville.
No smoking/ no pets.
(319)337-9376.

ONE bedroom near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street 
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

ONE bedroom apartment, quiet,
non-smoking, no pets. 715 Iowa
Ave. $550/ month, heat paid.
(319)330-7685.

LARGE efficiency apartment, 
close to Pentacrest, all utilities 
paid, $400. (319)338-9100.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCY near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

BASEMENT apartment, quiet, 
no smoking, no pets, 715 Iowa
Ave. $415/month. Available
8/1/12. (319)330-7685.

502 N.DODGE-
One bedroom, one bath,
close-in, busline, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$550, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

415 S.VAN BUREN-
One bedroom, one bath, close
to downtown campus. No pets.
$545, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

402 N.IOWA, SOLON-
One bedroom, one bath, quiet.
Small pet negotiable.
$445, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

5/1-7/31, $639, utilities not in-
cluded. One bedroom in two 
bedroom, LInn Street Place on 
S.Linn St., spacious bedroom, 
full deck, close to campus/ 
downtown. (630)514-6128.

SUMMER SUBLET

TWO bedrooms near West High 
School, bus route to UI, W/D,
dishwasher, C/A, walk-out deck, 
$475/ month per room, August 
1. (319)231-1602.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

ONE bedroom, nice townhome, 
behind Coralville mall, bus 
route, W/D, C/A, $400/ month 
plus utilities. (563)357-1635.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $405-$480/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

SEEKING one bedroom/ bath,
cooking, utilities paid, $375-
$425 negotiable. July 15.
(319)936-1432.

HOUSING
WANTED

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

PARKING, close to downtown.
(319)683-2324.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

GOT FURNITURE TO MOVE?
Small Hauls
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.
alsmallhauls@gmail.com

MOVING

U STORE ALL
Summer storage, near campus
May 1, 2012 - August 31, 2012
5x10 $176.70 (student discount)
10x10 $284.62 (student discount)
(319)337-3506
sstrebre@aol.com

QUALITY CARE STORAGE
Coralville & North Liberty
(319)338-6155
www.qualitycarestorage.com

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

SURE, we could buy a large,
flashy ad, but we’d rather give
you more money for your
books.
Defunct Books
in Sycamore Mall.
www.defunctbooks.com

BOOKS

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

CAMP COUNSELORS,
male/ female, needed for great
overnight camps in the
mountains of PA.
Have fun while working with
children outdoors.
Teach/ assist with A&C,
Aquatics, Media, Music,
Outdoor Rec, Tennis, and more.
Office, Nanny, and Kitchen
positions available.
Apply online at
www.pineforestcamp.com.

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

SAM’S PIZZA
Hiring cooks, servers
and drivers.
Apply within, 441 S.Gilbert St.

LA CAVA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT now hiring
all positions.
Apply within:
1810 N. Coral St., Suite B,
Coralville, IA 52241.

RESTAURANT

FULL-TIME RN/LPN
Crestview Nursing and Rehab 
Center, West Branch, is accept-
ing applications for a full-time 
nurse. Iowa license is required.
LTC experience is preferred.
Excellent pay and work environ-
ment.
Apply in person or call for
additional information.
Crestview NRC
451 West Orange Street
West Branch, IA 52358
(319)643-2551
www.careinitiatives.org

MEDICAL

LOVE-A-LOT EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTER
is taking applications for a
variety of part-time positions.
Please contact Julie at
(319)351-0106 or
julielee@love-a-lot.net

EDUCATION

TOW TRUCK OPERATORS
Several part-time positions
available. Flexible but does
include rotating nights and
weekends. Perfect for students.
Willing to train.
Apply in person 7am-7pm:
Big 10 University Towing
3309 Highway 1 SW, I.C.

THE area’s leading landscape 
contractor has immediate
openings for landscape laborers 
and nursery staff at our North
Liberty location.
Experience helpful. Strong work 
ethic, reliable, and valid driver’s 
license required. Must have 
clean driving record (no DUIs in 
past five years).
Full benefit package. EOE.
Country Landscapes, Inc.
Contact Curt at (319)321-8905.

SYSTEMS UNLIMITED, INC.
Progressive, non profit agency 
seeks counselors to support in-
dividuals with disabilities in their 
homes and communities. Eve-
ning, weekend, overnight shifts 
available. Competitive pay.
Visit www.sui.org

FUNCREST DAIRY AND GRILL,
3979 W.Overlook Rd NE.
Weeknights and weekends.
Must cook, clean and serve.
Stop by for application.
(319)621-6073.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

SECURITAS is seeking career 
oriented Security Officers in the 
Iowa City and Cedar Rapids 
area. All positions require indi-
viduals to work a flexible sched-
ule where no two days are the 
same as you observe and re-
port activities, make periodic 
tours of facilities, and check for 
irregularities at client sites. Must 
be 18 with a HS diploma/ GED, 
drug free, clean criminal and 
driving record, have reliable 
transportation and means of 
communication. Free uniforms 
available.
Please apply online at:
www.securitasjobs.com and
apply in the St. Louis region for
Iowa City. EOE. M/F/D/V.

REWARDING, fun, part-time
positions in Iowa City/
Coralville/ North Liberty/ Solon/
Kalona and surrounding areas
providing care, supervision and
engaging in fun activities with
children and adults with disabili-
ties in their homes and in the
community.
Flexible days and hours
available, good hourly rate.
No experience necessary;
thorough training is provided.
Must be able to pass thorough
background checks.
Drivers license, safe driving re-
cord and reliable transportation 
are required.
Weekend and evening
availability strongly desired.
Please send cover letter and
resume to:
The Arc of Southeast Iowa
Attn: Liz Byram
2620 Muscatine Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240
or email to: lizbyram@arcsei.org

PART and full-time general
marine labor, $9/ hour.
(319)626-3625 ask for Rick
or Jason.

LUCKY PAWZ
DOG DAYCARE & BOARDING
Get paid to play with dogs.
Part-time dog handler.
Apply online at
www.luckypawz.com

IOWA CITY law firm looking for 
full-time Paralegal, Spanish- 
speaking. Submit resume to 
margaret@hoeferlaw.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

HELP WANTED

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

SHORT on cash? Sales and
marketing internship where the
average student makes over
$5000 during the summer.
Open to all majors.
(319)325-5449.

INTERNSHIPS

DON’T ask what you want-- 
command it (Your Wish is Your 
Command CD set). Call to listen 
to free copy, (319)351-5434.

MESSAGE
BOARD

Advertise for
potential

employees in
The Daily Iowan

THE DAILY IOWAN 
CLASSIFIEDS MAKE CENTS!!

335-5784      335-5785
Rm. E131 Adler Journalism

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu

Classifieds
319-335-5784
319-335-5785
fax: 319-335-6297
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Aside from Marvin McNutt, who was Iowa’s Male
Athlete of the Year?

By TORK MASON
tork-mason@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s Dan Davis took a roundabout way of compet-
ing for his hometown team, and he now has just one
chance to make a name for himself in the Big Ten.

The senior was raised in Iowa City and graduated
from West High in 2008. But the 2008 4A state
champ in the 110-meter hurdles decided not to stay
home and run for the Black and Gold.

Davis, a mechanical engineering major, chose to
attend Washington-St. Louis on the basis of academ-
ics. But competing at the Division-III level was trying
at times for him, he said.

“Division-III provided its own challenges — a lot of
learning how to deal with things on your own and
becoming your own athlete,” he said. “I didn’t have a
sprints or hurdles coach down there, so it was just me
and the hurdles crew coaching ourselves.”

For Davis,
it’s all about
time

By SAM LOUWAGIE
samuel-louwagie@uiowa.edu

Try to imagine what the
2011 Iowa football season
would have been like
without Marvin McNutt.

It’s not easy. And it’s not
pretty.

The Hawkeyes finished
the season with a 7-6
record. They lost to Iowa
State for the first time in
four years. They lost to a
1-6 Minnesota team. They
were nearly shut out by
Penn State and Nebraska.

What kept the season
from total failure? A walk-
ing 6-4, 215-pound high-

light reel.
Iowa fell into a 34-7

deficit in the third quarter
against Michigan State on
Nov. 12. The team’s offense
was stagnant, and restless
Kinnick fans started boo-

ing on the team’s Senior
Day.

Then McNutt single-
handedly jump-started the
offense.

He caught one pass on
the 3-yard line and

dragged two Spartan
defenders into the end
zone for a touchdown. He
ran a route down the mid-
dle of the field several

McNutt saved the season

Then-Iowa wide receiver Marvin McNutt tries to break a tackle from Purdue cornerback Josh Johnson dur-
ing the Hawkeyes’ 31-21 win over the Boilermakers in West Lafayette, Ind., on Nov. 19. McNutt set sever-
al school receiving records in 2011 and was a major reason the Iowa football team won seven games. (The
Daily Iowan/File Photo)

Clockwise starting in top center: Iowa head coach Larry Wieczorek stands with Jeff Thode and then-Hawkeyes Mark Battista and Tommy Tate
in 2009; Jeff Kent warms up in 2005; Ray Varner hurdles in 2008; Micah VanDenend works out on a bike in 2007; and Heath Moenck runs in
2006. Kent, Varner, VanDenend, and Moenck have all become track and field coaches since they graduated. (The Daily Iowan/File Photos)

By SAM LOUWAGIE
samuel-louwagie@uiowa.edu

Signs of the passage of time stood on both sides of Larry
Wieczorek. They were reminders of things he had done
right in his 25-year coaching career at Iowa — the 48 All-
Americans and 50 Big Ten champions he has coached and
the 2011 Big Ten Coach of the Year award he won.

He stood next to the track at the Drake Relays on April
26. He talked to Jeff Kent — the director of operations for
women’s cross-country and track at Arkansas — and Matt
Esche, assistant coach at Bradley. Heath Moenck, the

head cross-country coach at Simpson College, stood a few
feet away.

All three had been Hawkeye runners for Wieczorek no
more than six years earlier. Now they swapped training
strategies for their athletes while a meet went on around
them.

“My wife and I don’t have children,” Wieczorek said.
“But when I see those guys with their teams, I feel like a
proud papa.

Wieczorek is developing a coaching tree of sorts. Several
of his recently graduated runners have gone on to pursue
coaching careers. He stopped talking, snapped his fingers,

and blurted out a new name several times during a con-
versation about the topic.

Stetson Steele, at a high school in Illinois. Scott
Williamson at Nevada. Ray Varner. Jason Wakenight.

Coach Wiz, as his runners fondly call him, half-joked
that he tries to discourage them from following in his foot-

‘The Wiz’ stride for stride with history 

Several of track coach Larry Wieczorek’s former athletes are moving on to careers of their own. And when you
listen to them speak about ‘Coach Wiz,’ it’s easy to understand why.

MORE ONLINE
Log on to dailyiowan.com for a longer version of this story.

YEAR-END AWARDS

SEE WIZ, 10

SEE MCNUTT, 10

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Go online to read the rest of the story.

Marvin McNutt
kept the
Hawkeye 
football team
alive in an 
otherwise 
disappointing
season. 

Dan Davis is only getting one
shot at Big Ten success. He has
had to learn how to control his
energy to make that shot count.

 




