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By DEREK KELLISON
derek.kellison@gmail.com

Two visitors from Thailand
say their country is pushing
for strong local governments,
and they are stopping in Iowa
City this week to examine the
city’s political structure.

Radio Thailand reporter
Thanawan Chumsaeng and
Karn Boonsiri, a director and
lecturer at Thailand’s College
for Interdisciplinary Develop-
ment, arrived on April 28 as
part of the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s International Visitor
Leadership Program.

“Things are improving [in
Thailand politics]; people who
get elected must have experi-
ence, knowledge, and respond to
people’s needs,” Boonsiri said.

The two focused on studying
the local forms of government,
such as county and city gov-
ernments common throughout
the States.

Boonsiri said some political
parties in Thailand are push-
ing for more power at the local
level.

“This will happen in the
future; it will take time,
though,” he said.

Thailand is established as a
constitutional monarchy with
federal, regional and local gov-
ernment systems. Much like
Britain, the country has a king
as the head of state and the

prime minister governs.
This week, Thai officials

could consider a vote that
would phase out regional gov-
ernance, putting more power
into local governments and a
more nonpartisan election
process at the local level.

Boonsiri said the independ-
ence the local branches of gov-
ernment have in the United

By LOGAN EDWARDS
Logan-Edwards@uiowa.edu

The discrimination that one University
of Iowa student allegedly faced at the
Union Bar has led to a proposed rally at
the bar’s doorstep.

UI junior Jordan Ramos alleges she was
stopped by a Union employee March 3
when she attempted to join a friend on the
bar’s dance platform. When she returned
to the bar on April 4, she said employees
allegedly referred to her as “pregnant” and
“not pretty enough.”

“They were letting a bunch of other girls
on the platform, and the only difference
[between them and I] was that they were
thinner,” she said.

Ramos has now organized a protest out-
side the Union Bar, 121 E College St., from
9 p.m. to 2 a.m. Friday, during which she
and protesters plan to demand a public
apology for everyone who has been alleged-
ly discriminated against or denied entry, a
public admittance that these types of situ-
ations occur, and for the bar to have in

Thais study IC politcs

By JENNY EARL
jennifer-earl@uiowa.edu

Taylor Ross said hip-hop puts
him in the right mindset to create
art.

With a park bench as his canvas
and nothing more than a few
spray paint cans, the 22-year-old
grooved to the music pulsing
through his headphones as he put
the finishing touches on his latest
masterpiece.

Ross’ bench joined three others
painted as a demonstration for
BenchMarks, a project started by
the Iowa City Downtown District,
a nonprofit organization funded
by property taxes from properties
downtown and the North Side
Marketplace and formerly known
as the Self-Supported Municipal
Improvement District. City offi-
cials will continue recruiting local
artists throughout the summer to

paint the benches.
Joni Schrup, the owner of Dis-

cerning Eye, 119 E. Washington
St., and member of the special-
events committee for the Down-
town District, said the project was
designed to bring attention to the
downtown and North Side areas.

“This is going to give us some-
thing to show off to people when

BenchMarks kicks off with art

Taylor Ross spray-paints a bench on the north entrance to the Pedestrian Mall on Sunday. The art is part of a project called BenchMarks, funded by the Iowa City Downtown
District. This summer, all the benches downtown will be painted by a variety of local artists. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

The BenchMarks project will be the second special event put on by the Iowa City
Downtown District, following Fan Fest.

BenchMarks Project
The BenchMarks project will have
demonstrations throughout the year
in major public events downtown.
• Iowa Arts Fest: June 1-3
• Iowa City Jazz Festival: June 29-July 1
• Sand in the City: Aug. 10-12
• North Side Oktoberfest: Oct. 6

Source: Nick Arnold, executive director of the
Downtown Association of Iowa City.

Radio Thailand reporter Thanawan Chumsaeng (right) and Karn Boonsiri
(left), the director of Thailand’s College for Interdisciplinary Development,
sit with their translator in Iowa City on Sunday. Both came to the U.S. to
study the American political system. (The Daily Iowan/Jacklyn Couppee)

SEE BENCHES, 3

SEE THAILAND, 3

Rally will
accuse Union
Bar of size
bias

SEE RALLY, 3

In the April 27 article “Watkins,
Keim near end,” the DI incorrectly
reported that senior Katie Keim
had started 195 games in her
career. As of April 27, she had
started 197. The DI regrets the
error.

In 2011, Thailand
voters elected their
first female prime
minister. 
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ART ON THE RIVER

Naperville resident Stefany Spitzner buys jewelry from Wheaton artist, Barbara Bettag with her
daughter Alice Claussen and grandaughter Steffy Claussen on Sunday at the IMU. The Riverbank Art
Fair was hosted by the UI Fine Arts Council; it showcased original handmade artwork. (The Daily
Iowan/Asmaa Elkeurti)

UNDEAD PROM

Holly Meurer and David Capesius are dressed for the Zombie Prom in the IMU on April 28. The event
was part of RiverFest. (The Daily Iowan/Ya-Chen Chen)

they come downtown,” she
said. “Now [the benches]
aren’t very attractive, the
city doesn’t have a lot of
money to take care of them,
really it’s a win-win.”

In 2011, the former
Downtown Association said
it worked on a $40,000
budget, with 80 percent of
funding going toward a
director and operations.

Mark Ginsberg, owner of
M.C. Ginsberg, 110 E.
Washington St., developed
the idea for the project and
contacted Ely Sotillo, a UI
graduate working on get-
ting a teaching certifica-
tion.

Ginsberg, who said he
crossed paths with Sotillo

during the piano project 
last year, said Sotillo’s pas-
sion was the inspiration for
the BenchMarks project.

“This creates a unique
diverse environment for
individuals from Burling-
ton to Bloomington
[Streets]. I thought this
would be a large enough
canvas to intersect unique
thoughts,” Ginsberg said.
“Everyone uses [benches],
but no one pays attention
to them.”

Sotillo said he hopes peo-
ple realize the difference
between their work and
graffiti.

“I’m hoping people will
see there are other art
forms available that will
help the downtown area
just to give them a little
more education behind
street work,” he said.

Ritu Jain, the owner of
Textiles, 109 S. Dubuque
St., and a member of the

Downtown District special-
events committee, recently
sent a proposal to city offi-
cials asking permission to
paint the remaining bench-
es. Jain said the city should
notify her group before the
next painting demonstra-
tion at the Iowa Arts Fest,
June 1.

At the pilot demonstra-
tion Sunday, Jain said the
program has started draw-
ing people’s attention
downtown.

“It’s really exciting to
watch them work,” she said
as Ross painted an eye on a
bench. “They’re so intricate,
they’re precise — it’s
impressive to watch them.
And people’s reactions
have been great, people
stopping and asking ques-
tions — that’s the kind of
involvement we want.”

BENCHES 
CONTINUED FROM 1

States, such as in Iowa
City, interest him as a
political professor.

“Decentralization is fair-
ly new in Thailand,” he
said. “We have introduced
many things locally, but
still our local governments
are not strong enough.
There may be something
not quite right, but we will
improve.”

Boonsiri said he was fas-
cinated by the lack of
strong party politics in U.S.
city elections and appoint-
ments in such positions as
city councilors, mayors, and
city managers.

“It’s good to have some-
one with experience and
political neutrality,” he
said. “There is no position
like the city manager in
Thailand. It is a smart way
of using someone who is
really an expert, because
most city managers have
town and public-manage-
ment degrees.”

The two visitors have
also visited several other
cities throughout the coun-
try.

Chumsaeng said unethi-
cal election tactics slow the
improvements in Thai-
land’s political progress.

“Voters may be bought
out or threatened in Thai-
land,” she said. “This is a
common practice, but it is
not seen in the U.S.”

The country has strug-
gled through many politi-
cal coups, including the last

one, in 2006, when sitting
Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra’s brother was
overthrown.

Iowa City officials say
they’re ready to inform the
visitors about their posi-
tions, but the visitors also
provide officials with an
opportunity to learn.

“I don’t think we have a
perfect system; there are
some things that we could
use different perspectives
on,” said City Councilor
Susan Mims.

Overall, Chumsaeng
said, both parties will learn
a lot from the exchange.

“I’m happy that we are
able to talk freely,” she
said. “They learn the truth
from us, and we learn the
truth from them.”

THAILAND 
CONTINUED FROM 1

writing it will allow every
paying customer the same
privileges in the future.

Officials from the Union
Bar did not return calls
Sunday night.

Robert Oberbillig, an
adjunct clinic professor at
Drake University, said dis-
crimination based on
weight or size is not
against the law, unlike dis-

crimination based on sex,
race, religion, ethnicity, and
sexual orientation.

“With legislative action,
[size] could become protect-
ed by law,” he said, adding
he was unaware of legisla-
tion that had prevented
such discrimination.

Ramos said she plans to
continue to bring awareness
of the bar’s alleged actions.

“I am looking to raise
awareness and get people
talking about the issue of size
discrimination,”she said.

UI senior Rachel Hughes
said she will attend the rally.

“I feel like most students
are pretty supportive or
they are super against it,”
she said. “It surprises me
how many people are
against the protest when it
is a fellow student who feels
like she has been wronged.”

Ramos created a Face-
book group for the rally,
which had 186 people (as of
9 p.m. Sunday) whocon-
firmed they plan to attend.

Though Iowa City
Human Rights Commission
member Howard Cowen
said Ramos’ situation is not
a violation of the law, he
encouraged other con-

cerned citizens to ask ques-
tions and make their cases.

“From a personal per-
spective, I think the more
publicity a situation like
this gets, the more people
might take action in their
own way,” Cowen said.

UI junior Kenzie
Schadel, who was with
Ramos during both alleged

incidents, said the situa-
tion has disappointed her.

“When someone goes out
to have fun with friends,
they shouldn’t have to
worry about feeling like
they are inadequate and
not worthy of equal treat-
ment,” she said.

Ramos said she has
heard arguments that obe-

sity is unhealthy but said
she is not trying to advo-
cate for it.

“I understand that obesi-
ty is unhealthy, and I’m not
condoning it,” she said.
“What I am trying to do is
say that we are all human
beings, and we all deserve
to be treated equally.”

RALLY 
CONTINUED FROM 1

         



Hey prof, grade my
essay? There’s (kind of)
an app for that.

The e-Rater, an auto-
mated essay-grading
system developed by the
Educational Testing
Service, can grade up to
16,000 essays a minute.
For educators across
America, such a creation
could mean a far easier
job or even spell disaster
in the form of “u-n-e-m-
p-l-o-y-m-e-n-t.”

But we’re talking
essays here, not math
problems. When it comes
to composition, right
and wrong answers
aren’t always objective,
nor do they always exist.
So how effective are
these robo-graders? And
should they be trusted?

Incorporating robo-
grading into academia
will in time alter the way
in which students write,
being taught to fool a
machine instead of estab-
lish a compelling argu-
ment in a creative way.

A recent study by the
University of Akron
College of Education
compared the ratings of
man and machine for
some 22,000 short
essays and found little
difference in the final
grades awarded.

“In terms of being able
to replicate the mean
[ratings] and standard
deviation of human
readers, the automated
scoring engines did
remarkably well,” Mark
Shermis, the study’s
lead author, said in an
interview with Inside
Higher Ed.

Are these robo-
graders really this
smart? Or has the gen-
eral ability of students
to write well become so
predictably shallow that
grading is a formulaic
cakewalk? There’s defi-
nitely a need for specu-
lation.

The latter cynicism
may be unanswerable
and unfair: But Les
Perelman, a director of
writing at the
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, attempted
to address the first ques-
tion. And he argues,
“No” is the answer.

The e-Rater, Perelman
claimed in an article
reported by the New
York Times, is easy to
fool once a writer gains
an understanding of its
biases. It seems to value
certain things and dis-
credit others: Short sen-
tences, for instance, are
bad. Big words? Good.

Essentially, the robo-
graders do a less-than-
stellar job of evaluating
and interpreting content
and concentrate on sure
signs of intelligence in

the form of length and
lexical complexity. If you
can speak like an aca-
demic, the argument
itself seems of little
importance.

The e-Rater seems to
think a bit like an idiot,
fascinated and
impressed by big words,
long sentences, and syn-
tactical diligence but
utterly oblivious to con-
tent. It likes flashy,
shiny things.

Yet, even if the system
is a flawed one, what’s
disturbing is its exis-
tence in the first place.
Writing has long stood
up to technological
imposition. It’s to be a
stubborn thing, some-
thing that refuses to be
tied down or reduced to
order. For the essay, pos-
sibilities are infinite;
there are endless ways
to arrive at a point and
endless points at which
to arrive.

The development of
robo-graders for written
works has far-reaching
implications.

Not only does it
degrade and limit writ-
ing to a science instead
of an art, which it most
certainly is, it also
destroys creativity.

If these e-Raters,
when “perfected” and
approved by the mass
culture of academia,
overtake the process of
grading essays, the edu-
cational system will
then have to adapt
accordingly. Instructors
will be forced to teach
their students how to
write according to the
mandates and criteria of
a machine, thus making
writing no different from
mathematics: There will
be a formula, a set
methodology of arriving
at a predetermined con-
clusion.

The e-Rater essential-
ly poses a threat to orig-
inality. There is a con-
stant struggle between
the integrity of a disci-
pline and the efficiency
of it. In the search to
eliminate labor and sim-
plify the process of eval-
uating pieces of writing,
the essence of why a
student is taught to
write will be lost.
Standardization in the
educational sphere
works incredibly well,
but it’s limited to certain
disciplines.

The attempt to objec-
tify and formualize that
which is dynamic and
inherently unbound will
be damaging.

A machine that oper-
ates in a consciousness
dictated by algorithms
cannot be expected — or
allowed — to evaluate
the legitimacy or quality
of a product that is sub-
jective by nature.

I was struck by an article
posted on the Huffington
Post a while back bemoan-
ing President Obama’s
weakness as a negotiator.

By no means was this
article unique in its tone.
In fact, it is really just one
of many in a long line of

articles, posts, and commentaries impugning Obama’s
apparent failure to serve as a standard bearer for this
or that thing that the author considers some grand
monolithic Democratic or liberal cause.

Lack of originality aside, the title of the article —“Let
These ‘Independents’ Re-elect Obama, I Think I Will Sit
This One Out” — got me thinking.

I feel you, but the president will probably have the
last laugh in all of this. The president’s flexibility might
not play well with his base, but it plays well with inde-
pendents. And seeing as independents decide elections,
the president will be just fine even if his base is a bit
disaffected.

Then I paused for a second, and I thought back to
some rather interesting bits of research and history
that call into question two important aspects of the
common wisdom concerning independents and electoral
politics.

These aspects being, the “fact” that independents rep-
resent a large percentage of people who vote in presi-
dential elections and the “fact” that independents ulti-
mately decide elections.

This in mind, I decided to go back and take a look at
some research and electoral history in hopes of shed-
ding some light on whether or not winning the hearts
and minds of independents is worth alienating one’s
political base.

Once every five years or so, Pew goes out and con-
structs a “Political Typology,” which categorizes and
defines different voting blocs in the United States. The
most recent was done in 2011.

When all was said and done, Pew found 25 percent of
those surveyed fell into two voting blocs that could be
considered core Republican voters. It also found that 40
percent fell into one of three core Democratic voting blocs
and that the remaining 35 percent fell into one of three
groups that were considered “Mostly Independent.”

The last bit is where things become interesting.
Even though Pew categorized 35 percent of people as

being “Mostly Independent,” a firm majority of those
people expressed strong party preferences. In fact, 16.5
percent of “Mostly Independent” people expressed a
strong preference for the Republican Party, 9.6 percent
expressed a strong preference for Democrats, and only
8.9 percent expressed no party preference.

In effect, what Pew found was only 8.9 percent  of
independent voters are truly independent.

At this point, some might contend that it is unfair to
lump “lean-party” voters together with people who fully
identify with a party.

To address this, I point to data collected by the Amer-
ican National Election Study after the 2008 elections.

In 2008, 40 percent of eligible voters identified as
independents. Of that 40 percent, 33 percent actually
voted. Furthermore, 26 percent of that 33 percent  iden-
tified as being a lean-party voter. Of that 26 percent
that identified as having a party preference, a full 87
percent voted for the candidate associated with their
preferred party.

In short, most independents are effectively closet par-
tisans who vote very much like their openly partisan
counterparts, and truly independent voters represent a
very small segment of the voting population.

This brings me to whether independents decide elec-
tions.

Common wisdom says that a candidate cannot win
general-election contests without winning independent
voters. However, this has proven to be far from a histor-
ical fact. Interestingly enough, you do not even need to
go that far back in time to see that the common wisdom
does not even come close on this one.

Actually it’s not unusual for the winners of close elec-
tions (elections decided by 5 percent points or fewer) to
lose the independent vote, it is downright common. In
the past three “close elections,” the winner of that elec-
tion lost among independent voters.

True independents make up a very small segment of
the voting population, they tend to turn out in low num-
bers, and rarely do they favor one side over the other to
a great enough degree to overcome a well-mobilized
base. This is not to say that independents cannot decide
an election, but it is to say that the odds of them doing
so are slim.
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Your turn. Do you think e-Graders
should be used to grade papers?

Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

SAMUEL CLEARY
samuel-cleary@uiowa.edu

E-Raters will
kill creativity

Independent voters
don’t decide elections

DANIEL TABILESON
daniel-tabileson@uiowa.edu

WASHINGTON — In
the political campaigns
still taking shape, Presi-
dent Obama, Republican
challenger Mitt Romney,
and lawmakers of both
parties say they want to
protect college students
from a sharp increase in
interest rates on federally
subsidized loans.

Agree, they might, and
act they surely will. But
first, they settled effort-
lessly into a rollicking good
political brawl.

In less than 72 hours,
what might have looked
like a relatively simple
matter mushroomed into a
politically charged veto
showdown that touched on
the economy and health
care, tax cuts and policies
affecting women. Accusato-
ry campaign commercials
to follow, no doubt.

“This is beneath us. This
is beneath the dignity of
this House and the dignity
of the public trust that we
enjoy,” protested House
Speaker John Boehner, R-
Ohio as he and Democrats
both maneuvered for posi-
tion.

Evidently not.
“It shouldn’t be a Repub-

lican or a Democratic
issue. This is an American
issue,” Obama said in
North Carolina last week
as he broached the topic of
legislation in a move to
gain support students in
the fall election. He urged
his listeners to tweet their
lawmakers and urge them
to block an increase in

interest rates on federally
subsidized loans issued
beginning July 1.

There was partisan pop
behind Obama’s message,
though.

Over two days of cam-
paign-style appearances
on college campuses, he
quoted one unnamed
Republican lawmaker as
saying she had “very little
tolerance for people who
tell me they graduate with
debt because there’s no
reason for that.“ Another
GOP lawmaker likened
student loans to “stage
three cancer of socialism.”
Both Republicans quickly
said they had been quoted
out of context.

Within a day, Romney
told reporters he agreed on
the need to prevent the
rate increase, while con-
ceding nothing to Obama
in the search for political
advantage. “I support
extending the temporary
relief on interest rates for
students,” he said and
cited “extraordinarily poor
conditions in the job mar-
ket” in a jab at the presi-
dent’s handling of the
economy.

Congressional Democ-
rats announced they would
write legislation to prevent
a doubling of the current
3.4 percent interest rate
and cover the $6 billion
cost by requiring more
wealthy individuals to pay
Social Security and
Medicare payroll tax.

It was a not-so-subtle
reprise of a campaign
perennial, the allegation

that Republicans want to
cut programs benefiting
those who aren’t rich to
protect tax cuts for those
who are.

Let’s be honest, said
Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky. “The only reason
Democrats have proposed
this particular solution to
the problem is to get
Republicans to oppose it, to
make us cast a vote they
think will make us look
bad to the voters they need
to win the next election.”

He then accused Democ-
rats of wanting to pay for
the legislation “by raiding
Social Security and
Medicare and by making it
even harder for small busi-
nesses to hire.”

Democrats noted that
the Republican-written
budget included no provi-
sions to block the increase
in the interest rate. It was
evidence, they said, that if
the GOP had its way, the
cost of borrowing would
double soon. Two conserva-
tive groups, the Heritage
Foundation and the Club
for Growth, both opposed
the change, but only about
30 GOP House members
voted against it.

The Democratic charge
brought a rebuttal from
Boehner, who said at mid-
week that the Republican-
controlled House would
vote quickly to prevent the
interest rate from rising.
“The issue is not a partisan
issue,” he said, echoing
Obama on one point. “No
one here expected interest

rates would go up in the
fall.”

Then he, too, put his
thumb on the political
scales.

The Republican bill
would cover the $6 billion
cost by slicing into a fund
to cover preventive health-
care costs. That expanded
the struggle to include one
of the Republicans’ own
campaign planks — the
promise to repeal what
they deride as “Oba-
macare,” and failing that,
to dismantle it piece by
piece.

Charge gave way to
counter-charge having lit-
tle or nothing to do with
student loans.

Democrats said the
health-care fund Republi-
cans had targeted was evi-
dence of a “war on women.”

“Give me a break,”
protested Boehner on the
House floor. Addressing
Democrats, he said, “you
may have already forgot-
ten that several months
ago you voted to cut $4 bil-
lion out of this fund to pay
for the payroll tax cut.”

By then, the White
House weighed in with a
veto threat, which House
Republicans promptly
ignored in passing its ver-
sion of the measure on a
near party-line vote of 215-
195.

With that, Congress, its
approval rating mired in
the teens, went on a one-
week vacation.

DDaavviidd EEppssoo
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Brawling over student loans
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By JORDYN REILAND
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu

Iowa City may see more
local businesses bidding
out non-local competitors.

The Iowa City City Coun-
cil adopted a new “Buy
Local” procurement policy
at a meeting April 17. The
policy would allow local
business bids coming with-
in 5 percent over a non-
local bid to reduce or match
the non-local price.

The new purchasing poli-
cy has excited local busi-
ness-owners.

Bill Nusser, the owner of
Hands Jewelers, 109 E.
Washington St., said the
move is a step in the right
direction.

“I think this is a real
indication of where our city
management is going,”
Nusser said. “I am
impressed, and I think it is
a really great move.”

City officials said they
are aiming to create a com-
petitive market and give
local businesses better
opportunities.

“We want to make sure
that we have fair competi-
tion, but we also want to
make sure local businesses
have the opportunity to
match or provide a quote
that is less than the lowest
bid,” said Mary Niichel, the
purchasing agent for the
City of Iowa City.

Businesses that want to
compete against non-local
businesses under the policy
must have previously been
in the bidding process.

Nick Arnold, the execu-
tive director of the Iowa
City Downtown District,
said the allowance will help
keep city funds in local
businesses.

“Speaking for the Iowa
City Downtown District,
this policy will help keep
municipal funds in local
businesses, which is obvi-
ously beneficial to those

owners and employees,” he
said in an email. “It also
demonstrates the city’s
commitment to supporting
local merchants.”

The city’s purchasing pol-
icy was also outdated,
Niichel said, leading city
officials to believe it was a
good time for updates.

Ritu Jain, the owner of
Textiles, 109 S. Dubuque
St., said bringing in local
businesses can help the city
know the quality of work
beforehand, and she thinks
the community will
respond well.

“Iowa City is a very shop-
local community, and every-
body is interested in keep-
ing business local,” she
said. “Keeping it local is
always a good thing.”

Cedar Rapids City Coun-
cilor Chuck Swore said the
Buy Local policy — which
was implemented in Cedar
Rapids in January 2010 —
has not affected larger pur-
chases, but it does play a
role when looking into
smaller business ventures.

Despite the possibility
for stipulations depending
on the project, purchasing
process, or source of fund-
ing, City Councilor Jim
Throgmorton said the new
policy will give businesses
more opportunities for fair
competition.

“I think it will stimulate
small businesses,” he said.
“[The policy] will give busi-
nesses a better opportunity
to compete fairly.”

Arnold said he believes
the initiative will have no
problem in Iowa City
because of the number of
local businesses in place.

“The vast, vast majority
of businesses are locally
owned and operated,” he
wrote in an email. “I would
wager college towns are
more supportive of local
businesses than other com-
munities.”

Swore said he did not
know of other cities who
had the policy.

“I hope other places
adopt it, too,” he said, and
he believes it was a better
idea than awarding tax dol-
lars to non-local businesses.
“I think it is something you
will see more and more.”

By CHASTITY DILLARD
chastity-dillard@uiowa.edu

The May Day holiday
will become a rallying
point for the Occupy
organization both in Iowa
City and nationally as
protests are expected to
sprout up again Tuesday.

“We are living through
some pretty serious times
as far as the labor move-
ment goes,” said Shelton
Stromquist, a University
of Iowa history professor.
“Labor’s back is to the
wall, and that has called
forth a broader public sup-
port.”

International Workers’
Day, or May Day, is recog-
nized each year on May 1.
The day recognizes the
1886 Chicago Haymarket
Massacre, in which work-
ers protesting for the
eight-hour workday were
fired upon by police offi-
cers.

Occupy supporters
nationwide plan to protest
that same day regarding
social and economic injus-
tices in the United States
and worldwide.

“The holiday, May Day,
above all represents a kind
of broader solidarity that
workers have with each
other and not just us but
internationally,” said
Stromquist, who will
speak at Tuesday’s rally.
“Labor finds itself in a very
beleaguered position,
mainly because of laws
like collective bargaining.”

Last fall, Stromquist
and another UI professor
set up an Occupy Iowa
City public forum to

inform students of the
movement.

However, UI political-
science Associate Professor
Tim Hagle said the labor
and Occupy movement
goals can sometimes con-
flict.

“A lot of times, the Occu-

py movement is anti-cor-
porations,” he said. “But as
much as the labor move-
ment doesn’t like corpora-
tions, the corporations pro-
vide jobs, and the labor
movement needs corpora-
tions to provide jobs.”

Occupy supporters said
recent events such as the
2006 protests for undocu-
mented workers have
made May Day protests
more significant in the
United States.

Paul Street, a local
author and political com-
mentator, said the May 1
celebration is largely an
American event that has
been forgotten until
recently.

“And the Occupy move-
ment is bringing up the
same issues,” he said. “The
disproportionate power of
the very rich few, the 1 per-
cent, and new kinds of
issues.”

Ryan Spurgetis, one of
Occupy Iowa City’s May
Day event planners, said
he hopes the day will gal-

vanize community mem-
bers to demonstrate for
local issues.

“There is a lot of move-
ment happening right
now,” the 29-year-old said.
“I would like to see May
Day as an opportunity to
come together in Iowa
City, and share solidarity,
with each other and move
forward for social change.”

Members from Occupy
Des Moines plan to rally
as well on Tuesday
evening, which will be fol-
lowed by a public labor
panel.

“Locally, we are trying to
show our strength as a
movement and basically
trying to show a united
front of social justice for
international workers and
immigrant workers,” said
Shawn Gude, a former
Daily Iowan staff member
and Occupy Des Moines
member. “I do think that
this will be a catalyst for
more actions around the
country.”

City move on
purchasing
pleases locals

Local activists eye May Day

May Day
Significant labor move-
ments or relevant events
in the United States
include:
• 1886: Haymarket Massacre
in Chicago
• 2006: Great American
Boycott by undocumented
workers
• 2007: Televised police dis-
bursement of Los Angeles
protest for undocumented
workers
• 2012: Occupy movement’s
national protest for social
justices

Source: March 25 Coalition, Occupy
Iowa City, UI history Professor Shelton

Stromquist

Iowa City resident Mary Adams cleans up College Green Park in February, when Occupy Iowa City’s per-
mit to be in the park expired. (The Daily Iowan/Ian Servin)

City councilors
voted on the
‘Buy Local’ pro-
curement policy
at a meeting on
April 17.

Occupy Iowa
City was
launched on
Oct. 6, 2011.

            



today’s events
SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your super special event
appear here? Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the
University of Iowa.

horoscopes MMoonnddaayy,, AApprriill 3300
— by Eugenia Last

UITV schedule

• Toddler Story Time, 10:30
a.m., Iowa City Public Library,
123 S. Linn

• Pathology Faculty
Recruitment Seminar, “Assess-
ment of Acute Gastroenteritis in
a Pediatric Population,” Gerald
Thurston Van Horn III, Vander-
bilt University Medical College,
noon, W256 General Hospital

• Hand & Foot Card Group,
1 p.m., Senior Center, 28 S. Linn

• Plasma Physics Seminar,
“Simulations of Viscosities for 2D
Dusty Plasma,” Yan Feng,
Department of Physics and
Astronomy, Physics/Astronomy,
1:30 p.m., 309 Van Allen

• Wii Bowling, 1:30 p.m.,
Senior Center

• Iowa New Play Festival
Reading, Free the ABC, by Bon-
nie Metzgar, 2 p.m., 172 Theater
Building 

• Affirmationists Toastmas-
ters, 5:30 p.m., W402 Pappajohn

Business Building
• Iowa New Play Festival

Staged Reading, Champagne
Gods, by Emily Dendinger, 5:30
p.m., 172 Theater Building

• River City Toastmasters,
5:30 p.m., Bennigan’s, 1451 Coral
Ridge Ave., Coralville

• Educational Meeting on
Human Trafficking, 6 p.m.,
Iowa City Public Library

• Tap Cats, 6 p.m., Senior
Center

• “Live from Prairie
Lights,” Guy Delisle, fiction, 7
p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S.
Dubuque

• University and Concert
Band, 7:30 p.m., IMU second-
floor ballroom 

• Writers’ Workshop Read-
ing, Nathan Englander, 8 p.m.,
Frank Conroy Reading Room Dey
House 

• One-Night Stand, 9 p.m.,
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

Daily Break “ ”
Men who wish to know about the world must learn about it in its
particular details.

— Heraclitus

2 p.m. Religion & Science Lecture
Series, Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Marilynne Robinson speaks on religion
and science, March 25, Congregational
Church

3 Finkbine Awards Dinner, awards
ceremony for outstanding students,
April 10

4:15 Healthful Recipes, the expert
chefs at University of Iowa Hospitals and
Clinics demonstrate healthful recipes

5Afro Cuban Jazz Show — Part 2,jazz
performance at the Englert,Dec.8,2011

6 Physics & Astronomy Demo
Show, space weather, spacecraft,
meteorites, a presentation for school-
age children, March 1

7 Religion & Science Lecture
Series, Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Marilynne Robinson speaks on reli-
gion and science, March 25, Congre-
gational Church

8 Finkbine Awards Dinner, awards
ceremony for outstanding students,
April 10

9:15 “Perspectives,” a student-pro-
duced public-affairs program by the
Iowa Chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Black Journalists

9:30 Daily Iowan Television News
9:45 Healthful Recipes, the expert

chefs at University of Iowa Hospitals and
Clinics demonstrate healthful recipes

10:30 Daily Iowan Television
News

10:45 “Perspectives,” a student-pro-
duced public-affairs program by the
Iowa Chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Black Journalists

11 Religion & Science Lecture
Series, Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Marilynne Robinson speaks on reli-
gion and science, March 25, Congre-
gational Church

Sleep Resource
www.hopfhomefurnishings.com

CHECK OUT dailyiowan.com FOR MORE PUZZLES
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In which I
imagine my
belongings

have become
sentient:

• Car That Overuses Air
Quotes: “I think I should go

to ‘the mechanic’ for a ‘check-
up,’ because the simplest of
maintenance tasks seems to

be ‘not your thing.’ ”

• Phone Who Has My
Back: “Oh, sorry — Will can’t

take your call right now.
He’s, uh, in a business meet-
ing and definitely not having

a burger-induced nap.”

• Overly Ambitious Oven:
“I’m feeling underutilized.
You know I can do other

things besides frozen pizza,
right? How’s about we whip
up a nice beef Wellington?”

• Fun-loving Bicycle:
“Wheeeeee!”

• Passively Judgmental
Refrigerator: “Back for
another beer already?

Should you maybe consider
slowing it down a tidge?

Have you seen this lovely
Brita pitcher in here?”

• Lazy, Enabling Couch:
“Ugh, close the drapes. Call
in sick to work. Let’s sleep

all day. Don’t you have some
gaming to catch up on?”

• Sarcastic Coffee Table:
“No, it’s cool. I’ll just display
all these unread magazines
so that your many and vari-
ous visitors will know what
an informed and refined fel-

low you are.”

• Wistfully Nostalgic Gui-
tar: “Man, remember that boss
cover of ‘Wish You Were Here’
we used to do? Those were the
days, dude. We should totally
think about getting the band

back together.”

• Emotionally Trauma-
tized Bath Mat: “You cannot
fathom the horrors I have

witnessed.”

• Mean Garbage Can:
“Gimme that Ledge draft.

It’s rubbish.”

— WWiillll HHaarrttmmaann has seen Beauty and
the Beast more than once.

HUNGRY?
Check out the Daily Iowan Dining Guide

only at dailyiowan.com

MAN ON THE STREET

What is your favorite study break?

‘Watch “The Office” or go
for a run.’

Bre Rozendaal
UI senior

‘Getting a candy bar and a
cup of coffee and a chilling
out on one of library
couches.’

Cody Hodson
UI junior

‘Watch TV and eat. Maybe
watch basketball.’

Deng Wour
UI graduate student

‘Watch TV or mess around
on the computer.’

Maggie Thilges
UI senior

ARIES March 21-April 19 Expand your prospects by networking with people who share your interests. Travel or take
on a challenge that will provide you with adventure or cultural knowledge. Social gatherings will enhance your
love life. You are overdue to make positive lifestyle changes.

TAURUS April 20-May 20 Your family will be angry if you make changes without asking for approval. Avoid offend-
ing anyone in a position to influence your future. Excess, overvaluing your own opinion, or underestimating a
situation will be your downfall.

GEMINI May 21-June 20 Make home improvements or take care of your personal needs. Love can be enhanced, but
only if you strive for equality and prepare to compromise. A regimen that will help you achieve or maintain good
health should be initiated.

CANCER June 21-July 22 Don’t misinterpret what someone is telling you or asking you to do. Limitations will pre-
vail if you take the long route unnecessarily. Gauge your relationships carefully, and revise or let go of connec-
tions that put too much pressure on you.

LEO July 23-Aug. 22  Think before making a decision or statement that may impose on an important relationship.
Get involved in activities that will challenge you mentally or physically. You will see a situation much more clear-
ly if you step back and review.

VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 Visit a friend or get involved in an event that is conducive to meeting new people. Putting
money into your home or investing in your skills will help you create a better life. A colleague or peer is likely
to mislead you.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 Do not spend money on luxury items. You cannot buy love and should not lend or borrow
money or possessions. Concentrate on making improvements that will help you establish a better position with
a healthier lifestyle. Love is on the rise.

SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 You can make wise choices that will benefit you personally and professionally. A creative
idea can prompt you to change, make a move, or form a partnership that will allow you greater freedom to fol-
low your dreams, hopes, and wishes.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Slow the pace, and consider the consequence of any move you make. Problems
can be expected while traveling or dealing with people who have information you want. Strategy must be used
in order to come out on top.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Deal with personal issues. Make sure the estates of elders are in order and that home
and family matters are secure and assessable. Taking the initiative ahead of time will ease your stress. Don’t
stir up trouble by asking for help.

AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Problems involving friends, relatives, or neighbors will spin out of control if you are
too blatant about your feelings or too stubborn to compromise. Be reasonable, and figure out how to please
everyone while taking care of your needs.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Put in extra effort to avoid criticism and complaints. Keep busy, and focus on goals that
will help you get ahead professionally. Personal matters are likely to aggravate you and stand in the way of
your success.
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BY DORA GROTE
dora-grote@uiowa.edu

Judi Gust dedicates her
life to keeping the Eastern
Iowa Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group enthusias-
tic and active, with a pas-
sion for nursing and help-
ing others.

“What is so neat about
this group is that everyone
participates,” said Gust, the
leader of the group. “It real-
ly makes things easy for
me, because they’ll make
suggestions of what type of
speaker they would like
and different discussion
topics.”

The 73-year-old began
coordinating the support
group in 2005.

Parkinson’s disease is a
slowly progressing neuro-
logical disease resulting in
the loss of dopamine-pro-
ducing brain cells.

Group member Caryl
Lyons attends the meet-
ings in support of her 71-
year-old husband, who has
Parkinson’s disease, and
said there wouldn’t be a
group without Gust.

“It’s a very positive,
upbeat group for people
who have an un-positive
disease, and Judi sort of
sets that tone by being
enthusiastic,” the 69-year-
old said.

Gust said she likes to
provide the participants —
approximately 15 to 30 —
with a variety of activities
to keep the meetings
attractive. She invites med-
ical experts to speak, intro-
duces the participants to
music and dance therapy,
thinks of roundtable dis-
cussion topics, and encour-

ages family members to
attend.

“Sometimes, people are
hesitant about coming and
think it’s about commiser-
ating about their condidi-
ton,” Gust said. “But that’s
not what they do here.”

While Gust is responsi-

ble for setting up the activi-
ties, Sue Mullins, client
services representative for
University of Iowa Com-
munity Home Care, collab-
orates with her to brain-
storm ideas and take care
of the finances.

“I just can’t say enough
about how happy I am just
to talk to on the phone with
her every week,” Mullins
said. “She and I are pals.”

Mullins said Gust is
wonderful to work with
and is truly dedicated to
the group and helping her
husband, Bob McCown,
who was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s in 1992.

“I think it really is a tes-
tament to her love for her
husband,” Mullins said.
“She does whatever she can
to be knowledgeable and
find ways to be active, stay
active, and stay happy.”

Gust was a surgery
oncology nurse at the Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospital
and Clinics, and while
there, she helped form a
breast-cancer support
group. Her experience was
a factor in taking over the
Parkinson’s group.

After retiring and before
taking over the group, Gust
said, she was involved in
the UI Museum of Art
Docent Program. She

attended UI art-history
classes, was a tour guide for
the museum, and intro-
duced students to art.

“We would take grade-
school kids on tours of the
Art Museum and bring art
into schools after the flood,”
Gust said. “It wasn’t us lec-
turing them but encourag-
ing kids to look at art by
exposimg them to it.”

However, as her hus-
band’s conditions pro-

gressed, the support group
became her top priority.

“I definitely wanted to
attend these meetings with
my husband, but I didn’t
think I would be that
involved with it,” Gust said.
“It’s amazing how many
show up for support
groups. It’s really been a
fun group and a unique
experience for me.”

Gust fuels Parkinson’s support group

Judi Gust speaks as her husband Bob McCown approaches at their home on April 2. Gust has been assisting McCown, who has Parkinson’s disease, since the ’90s. She became a the
coordinator of a support group for those dealing with the disease in 2005. (The Daily Iowan/Jacklyn Couppee)

Judi Gust
The 73-year-old stays
active outside the support
group by:
• Texting her grandchildren
• Gardening
• Reading
• Cooking
• Hiking

Know someone we should shine a light
on? E-mail us at :
di-spotlight@uiowa.edu.
Catch up with others from our series at
dailyiowan.com/spotlight.

Aide: Obama wants
‘balance’ with China

WASHINGTON  — A top White
House aide on Sunday said
President Obama wants to strike
an “appropriate balance”
between advancing human rights
and maintaining U.S. relations
with China, the first public com-
ments by the administration on
its potential involvement in har-
boring a Chinese activist on the
eve of diplomatic talks between
the two world powers.

John Brennan, Obama’s coun-
terterrorism adviser, declined to
provide details on the incident or
say whether the activist, Chen
Guangcheng, might be hiding in
the U.S. Embassy in Beijing as

reported.
Chen, who has exposed forced

abortions and sterilizations in vil-
lages as a result of China’s one-
child policy, escaped house
arrest a week ago in Shandong
province in eastern China.
Chinese-based activists say he
was driven away by supporters
and then handed over to others
who brought him to Beijing.

“I think in all instances the
president tries to balance our
commitment to human rights,
making sure that the people
throughout the world have the
ability to express themselves
freely and openly, but also that
we can continue to carry out our
relationships with key countries
overseas,” Brennan told “Fox

News Sunday.”
The U.S. relationship with

China is “very important,” he
said. “So we’re going to make
sure that we do this in the
appropriate way and the appro-
priate balance is struck.”

Chen’s escape comes at a
politically sensitive time for the
U.S. This week, Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner will head to Beijing for
long-planned strategic and eco-
nomic talks. Assistant Secretary
of State Kurt Campbell began a
hurried mission to Beijing on
Sunday to smooth the way for
annual talks involving Clinton
and Geithner.

— AAssssoocciiaatteedd PPrreessss

The Eastern
Iowa
Parkinson’s
Support
Group meets
every third
Tuesday of
the month.

                



Baseball drops 2 of 3
The Iowa baseball team lost

two of three to the Minnesota
Golden Gophers over the week-
end in Minneapolis.

Manager Jack Dahm said
before the team left for the Twin
Cities that he expected three
low-scoring games.

That’s exactly what he and the
Hawkeyes got — the team
dropped the first two games by
scores of 5-4 and 4-3.

The Hawkeyes’ lone victory
came on Sunday in a 5-4 win in 12
innings. Senior Phil Keppler drove
in Mike McQuillan with a single to
right-center field in the top of
the 12th inning for what proved to
be the winning run.

Freshman left-hander Taylor
Kaufman pitched 42⁄3 innings out
of the bullpen to pick up his sec-
ond win of the season. Fellow
freshman Nick Hibbing relieved
Kaufman for the final two outs to
pick up his second save of the
year.

Iowa again got solid starts
from their No. 1 and No. 2 pitch-
ers in Minneapolis. Jarred Hippen
threw 72⁄3 innings, giving 5
earned runs in the first game of
the series at the Metrodome.
Matt Dermody was even better,
working 71⁄3 innings while only
allowing 1 earned run.

McQuillan hit his way into the
school record books in the team’s
series-opening loss on April 27.
The senior’s seventh-inning sin-
gle gave him 184 singles for his

career, eclipsing Keith Noreen’s
total of 183. McQuillan is fourth
on the school’s all-time hit list
(225). 

—— bbyy BBeenn SScchhuuffff

Rowing crews fare
well

The Iowa rowing team quali-
fied three crews for the Grand
Final of the Big East Invitational
against No. 15 Notre Dame,
Louisville, Rutgers, Syracuse, and
West Virginia in Indianapolis on
April 28.

The Hawkeyes sent their
Varsity 8 and second Varsity 8
boats into the final round, after
both crews posted second-place
finishes in their respective heats.
Iowa’s Varsity 4 team crossed the
finish line in second place in its

morning heat following a weather
delay to also move into the last
round.

Iowa claimed a pair of third-
place finishes and a fourth-place
showing in the Grand Finals.

The Varsity 8 and second
Varsity 8 squads both recorded
third-place times, with the
Varsity 8 boat scoring the best
run of the day for Iowa. The boat
notched a time of 6:47.6 minutes,
just under six seconds behind
first-place Notre Dame.

The Varsity 4 group trailed
throughout its final, ending up
with a fourth-place finish and a
time of 8:06.3 minutes — more
than 21 seconds off the pace.

The Black and Gold now have
two weeks off to prepare for the
Big Ten championships in
Indianapolis on May 13.

—— bbyy TToomm CCllooss

conference in 2011; his
1,315 yards last season
were the seventh-most in
league history. He account-
ed for more touchdowns
than any other receiver in
the conference.

But he had to watch six
other Big Ten wideouts get
drafted before he heard his
name called.

You can’t look me in the
eye and honestly expect me
to believe McNutt was the
26th-best receiver avail-
able, much less the sixth-
best in the Big Ten.

You can’t possibly tell me
three kickers and a punter
can be expected to make
more of an impact than Mr.
McClutch, when — in the
overwhelming majority of
cases — specialists usually
aren’t selected until the

seventh round (if they’re
drafted at all).

You can’t tell me it isn’t
strange that the Dolphins
— who desperately needed
a wideout after finishing
23rd in the league in pass-
ing and hired a longtime
Iowan to coach the
receivers this off-season —
passed on McNutt’s record-
breaking numbers in favor
of B.J. Cunningham.

This isn’t new, either.
Kirk Ferentz became
Iowa’s head coach before
the 1999 season, and since
then, the NFL has drafted
13 Iowa offensive linemen,
11 defensive backs, 10
defensive linemen, and
seven tight ends.

Wide receivers? Three.
None of them (McNutt,
Kevin Kasper, and Kahlil
Hill) went before the sixth
round.

The NFL holds clearly
holds Ferentz in high
regard; he coached under
Bill Belichick, his name
crops up whenever a coach-
ing vacancy appears, and
you can’t argue with the 53

Hawkeyes  drafted during
his tenure.

But while Mel Kiper
called him an “offensive-
line guru” after Riley Reiff
was picked in the first
round on April 26, Ferentz
has had an incredible
amount of trouble hearing
his receivers’ names called
in New York.

McNutt wasn’t the best
receiver in the draft (that
would be Justin Black-
mon), and because he was
widely expected to be taken
in the fifth round, a slide
down to the sixth isn’t that
big a deal.

But the manner in which

he slid should raise some
eyebrows. He wasn’t the
best receiver, but he sure as
hell wasn’t the 26th-best,
either.

McNutt didn’t have char-
acter concerns like Alfonzo
Dennard (punched a cop) or
even Reiff (who ran naked
through Pita Pit). He was a
polite, hardworking player
who just happens to be the
best receiver Iowa ever
had.

I hope McNutt gets his
fair shake in Philly. His
stats alone say he deserves
a chance.

But the NFL isn’t fair.

Sports
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front of the Iowa crowd,”
Doris said. “I finally got
my flag and all that cool
stuff … I won the Drake
Relays, and I won one for
Iowa. I just couldn’t hold it
in.”

Doris’ victory over the
NCAA indoor-triple jump
champion halted Crad-
dock’s attempt at a third
outdoor relay event title.
The Gator had previously
won the 2010 and 2011
Penn Relays, and came to
Drake in hopes of seeking
out good competition. He
entered the competition as
the second-ranked triple
jumper in Division-I track
and field.

Craddock spoke highly
of Doris, and he described
how the two athletes push
each other when they com-
pete together. The triple
jump is an exciting event,
he said, and any winning
jump can happen at any
time.

“Coming in second is
always disappointing,
especially because I knew
I had [the winning jump]
in me,” Craddock said.
“[Troy] is a phenomenal
jumper and a great guy.
The thing about our event
is that you can never stop.
You always have to work
hard, and anything can
happen.”

Doris agreed, and he
also spoke highly of the
competition at Drake. He
said he didn’t let the hype
get to him because he had
to attack the field.

Doris also noted that all
of the triple jumpers push
each other — they’re
arguably the best overall
athletes in the sport. He
said competing with Crad-
dock is always a good
experience, and he’ll be
ready to battle him again
at the NCAA champi-
onships in June.

“[Craddock] comes out
here real cool and
relaxed,” Doris said. “He’s
unpredictable, so it keeps
me on my toes. We have a
lot to work on, he and I.
There’s going to be a lot of
surprises between the two
of us.”

The Hawkeye wasn’t
joking about surprises —
he had one of his own on
April 28. Doris had tape
wrapped around his right
knee, choking the muscles
around his patella. He
injured his kneecap a
week before the Drake
Relays and didn’t get the
OK to jump until after his
warmups.

Doris said his confi-
dence was sky-high when
he nearly set a new per-
sonal best with an injured
knee, and that it’s just
another thing he had to
work through in order to
win his championship flag.

“God has given me some
good tools right now for
me to work with,” he said.
“I can’t take anything for
granted right now.”

That type of perform-
ance is one that impressed
head coach Larry Wiec-
zorek — it was one that
stood out to a head coach
that loves to put the
emphasis on his team.

“I always like to focus on
team,” the head coach said.
“But this weekend, indi-
viduals stood out to me.

“Troy was one of them.”

DORIS 
CONTINUED FROM 10

Hoosiers. The collision
knocked some of Blank’s
teeth loose and caused
heavy swelling around her
mouth, but she went 2-for-
3, scoring 3 runs and deliv-
ering an RBI. The fresh-
man reached base all three
times she came up to bat.

“One thing about Megan
is that she goes with the
flow; she’s easy-going,”
assistant coach Stacy May-
Johnson said. “She got the
OK to play from the doctors
and everything taken care
of at the hospital last night,
so she got out here and
played really, really well
today.”

The only sign that Blank
was injured during Sun-
day’s game was the face-
mask added to her batting
helmet. Head coach Marla
Looper said they tried to
find a protective mask she
could wear during defense,
too, but every device they
tried put too much pressure
on her face and caused pain.

Blank said she was only
worried about being timid
in the field, but she tallied
a putout and an assist in
five innings of play. She
didn’t register any errors.

“I was going to try to play
no matter what, but it was
more a matter of hoping
that I wouldn’t be too skit-
tish if a ball would come my
way,” Blank said. “But I
wasn’t too nervous about
that today once I got out
there, so I played just like
always.”

Looper said she was
nervous to put Blank back

in the lineup unless she
was sure the shortstop was
feeling OK. The head coach
watched her during
warmups on Sunday,
though, and was quickly
convinced Blank was more
than ready to return to the
diamond.

“We weren’t going to
throw her in a situation
where she was apprehen-
sive or still in too much
pain, because it hurts the
team — and the player —
when you put someone in
that situation,” Looper
said. “Watching her
through warmups and bat-
ting practice, she was typi-
cal Megan. We knew she’s
our girl, and she was going
to go in that spot.”

Blank smashed an RBI
double in the first inning to
bring in the first run, then
trotted around the bases to
score the second on a Keim
homer. The freshman then
reached on an error in the
third inning and made her
way around the bases off a
walk-single combination
from Keim and Liz
Watkins.

Blank also displayed her
baserunning skills in the
fourth inning when she
slapped a shot to the left
side of the infield and beat
the throw at first. She
advanced to third on two
more singles from Keim
and Watkins before beating
a throw at home to score
the game’s ninth run, risk-
ing yet another collision.

“I wouldn’t expect any-
thing less from Megan,”
Watkins said. “It says a lot
about her character and
who she is a person. She’s
not going to give up even if
her teeth get knocked out,
she’s going to stand right
back up and put a fight
out.”

BLANK 
CONTINUED FROM 10

Nebraska-Kearney’s Allen Osborn, Iowa’s Ethan Holmes, and Indiana State’s Greggmar Swift run the
110-meter hurdles final at the Drake Relays in Des Moines on April 28. Holmes finished fourth; Swift
won the event with a time of 13.72 seconds. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Iowa's Jeff Herron competes in the high jump at the Drake Relays
in Des Moines on April 27. Herron finished second in the event. (The
Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

MCNUTT 
CONTINUED FROM 10

Men’s golf finishes
6th

The Iowa men’s golf team fin-
ished sixth at the Big Ten cham-
pionships, held at the Pete Dye
Course of the French Lick Resort
in French Lick, Ind. Iowa finished
at 51 over, 28 shots behind Big
Ten champion Illinois.

The Hawkeyes couldn’t over-
come a rocky first day of the
tournament on April 27, on
which they shot a 38 over 614 in
the opening two rounds.

The third round, held April 28,
saw Iowa rebound with a 1 under
287 that tied with Indiana’s final
round for the best round of the
tournament. Hawkeye senior
Barrett Kelpin set a course
record by firing a 5-under 67.
Steven Ihm also recorded an
under-par score by shooting at
70.

Iowa head coach Mark
Hankins said he was pleased
with the way his team was able
to bounce back after a rough
opening day in French Lick.

“We didn’t play very well [on
the first day] trying to get used
to this golf course,” Hankins
said in a release. “[In the third
round] I thought we kept our
head, didn’t panic, and Barrett
and Steven came in with a cou-
ple of really good numbers to
help put us over the top.”

The Hawkeyes finished the
tournament with a 14-over team
score on Sunday. Senior Chris
Brant led Iowa on the event’s
final day by shooting a 70 to fin-
ish the tournament at 9 over, a
score good enough to tie for
10th place. Illinois’ Luke Guthrie
won his second-straight champi-
onship and became the 14th
golfer to win numerous Big Ten
titles — a list that includes PGA
stars Steve Stricker and Luke
Donald.

The Hawkeyes will hope to
gain an invitation to the NCAA
regionals, which will be held May
17-19 at sites to be determined
after the conclusion of all con-
ference tournaments.

—— bbyy RRyyaann MMuurrpphhyy

Women’s golf
finishes 10th

The Iowa women’s golf team
finished in 10th place at the Big
Ten championships in French
Lick, Ind., on Sunday. The
Hawkeyes shot a 65-over 929 at
the Donald Ross Course and fin-
ished ahead of Penn State and
Indiana.

No. 25 Michigan State won
the event at 21 over; it was fol-
lowed by No. 33 Purdue (31 over)
and No. 22 Ohio State (34 over).

Iowa head coach Megan
Menzel said she was impressed
with her team’s effort on the
final 18 holes of competition; the
Hawkeyes jumped two spots on
the leaderboard on Sunday.

“We definitely saw some
areas of improvement,” Menzel
said in a release. “I was thrilled
with the way Chelsea Harris
played all three days. She … had
a great senior performance.”

Harris, Iowa’s lone senior, fin-
ished tied for seventh at 4 over
par — one position from being
named to the all-tournament
team. It was the Illinois native’s
third top-10 finish this season;
she’s the first Hawkeye to place
in the top-10 at the conference
tournament since Tyrette
Metzendorf took third in 2009,
according to the release.

Teammate Kristi Cardwell fin-
ished second-highest for the
Hawkeyes at 18 over and tied for
32nd. Gigi DiGrazia finished at
24 over and tied for 55th, and
freshman Shelby Philips tied for
59th at 26 over.

Lauren English and Karly
Grouwinkel rounded out Iowa’s
scorecard at 28 and 55 over,
respectively; the pair finished in
62nd and 72nd.

—— bbyy AAlleexx FFrreenncchh

BIG TEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

HOUSE
FOR SALE

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

AUTO DOMESTIC

HELP WANTED

PERSONAL
SERVICE

WHITE HOUSE - AVAIL. AUG.
Three bedroom, three bath-
rooms, Muscatine Ave., wood 
floors, laundry, fireplace, C/A, 
buslines, off-street parking, pet 
deposit. $1000/ month plus utili-
ties. (319)338-3071.

TWO bedroom, one bath, W/D, 
dishwasher, 10 blocks from 
downtown, near busline, ga-
rage, nice yard, screened-in 
porch, dead-end street.
Available 8/1/12. $900/ month.
(319)337-3329.

THREE bedroom, two bath 
home located at 944 E.Daven-
port. Close to UI and downtown.
$1500/ month. (319)400-4159.
www.IC4RENT.com

COTTAGE - AVAIL. AUG.
One bedroom, full bathroom,
fireplace, laundry, garage,
Muscatine Ave., buslines, pet
deposit. $700/ month plus
utilities. (319)338-3071.

806 WYLDE GREEN RD.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE NEAR
UIHC AND LAW BUILDING
Three bedroom, two bath house 
with two car attached garage, 
back porch, W/D, dishwasher, 
microwave, central air, $1425.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

1242 Duck Creek Dr., Iowa City.
Five bedroom, three bathroom.
Dishwasher, microwave, high 
efficiency W/D, huge yard, dou-
ble car garage. Three level 
house. Very nice. $1850/month.
(785)443-3001.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $625/ $650 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

GRADUATE STUDENTS,
PROFESSIONALS AND
SMALL FAMILIES
Townhouse. Two bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, finished basement, 
W/D hookups. Westside near 
UIHC/ Dental/ Law.
Professional/ family atmosphere 
with courtyards. No pets. No 
smoking. Available 6/1, 7/1, 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom, two bath, in-
cludes three parking spaces, 
$1580 ($395/ bedroom), close 
to downtown.
www.UIRentals.com
(319)325-4156.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW luxury living
downtown. 429 E.Burlington,
three bedrooms, two baths.
$1900-$1950. Secure building,
washer and dryer, fireplace,
underground parking.
Call Heritage at (319)351-8404
for more information.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, one bath, W/D in
unit, central air, some with
decks, on city busline.
$660-$680.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

WESTGATE VILLA has a two 
bedroom sublet available May 
15th for $725 with a fall option 
for $750, includes water and 
garbage.
Laundry on-site, off-street park-
ing and 24 hour maintenance.
Please call (319)337-4323.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom apartment in 
house close to campus, 932 
S.VanBuren St. Available 
8/1/12. $690/ month plus
utilities. Some pets allowed.
Call Sue at (319)325-2300.

SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedroom units $800-$825.
Secured entrance, W/D hook-
ups. Dogs welcome with fee.
1/2 off deposit.
Contact AM Management 
(319)354-1961.
www.ammanagement.net

LARGE two bedroom, two bath 
in Coralville. Available 8/1/12.
$650/ month, heat included. No 
smoking, no pets. On busline.
Call (319)351-8901 or
(319)330-1480.

TWO BEDROOM

RUSHMORE DRIVE
Near UIHC, law building and 
parks. Two bedroom, one bath, 
W/D, dishwasher, microwave, 
fireplace, central air, deck, entry 
door system, garage.
$825-$875.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

NEW and stunning two bed-
room, one bath condos. Granite 
counters, stainless appliances, 
in-unit W/D, hardwood floors, 
tile showers, large balconies 
and one car garage. Starting at 
$1200/ month. 1000 Oakcrest 
St. Call (319)887-6450.

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Large two bedroom, two bath 
units with dishwasher, micro-
wave, central air, on-site laun-
dry, on city busline. $730.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CROSS PARK APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, two bath,
dishwasher, microwave, on-site
laundry, central air, entry door
system, some with deck or
patio, on city busline.
$630-$660.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CORAL COURT
2860, 2868 and 2888
Great Coralville locations.
Near Coral Ridge Mall and Oak-
dale campus. Two bedroom, 
one bath, and two bedroom, two 
bath unit with deck, W/D, dish-
washer, microwave, fireplace, 
central air, garage. $850-$880.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BENTON MANOR CONDOS-
Two bedroom, one bath, bus-
line, dishwasher, laundry, W/D 
or hookup, small pet negotiable.
$645- $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

612 S.DODGE ST.-
Two bedroom, one bath, close 
to downtown, on-site laundry,
cat negotiable. $640, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

412 HIGHLAND AVE.-
Large two bedroom, one bath, 
central heat/air, laundry, park-
ing. $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

3455 E.COURT/
411 PETERSON-
Two bedroom, one bath, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$630, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

1108 OAKCREST-
Westside QUIET two bedroom, 
one bath, close to UIHC and 
Law. No pets. $650, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

$610, two bedroom, one bath
apartment, 4-plex, 64 Oberlin,
Iowa City. Call (319)400-2619.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

QUIET, clean efficiency and 
one bedroom, H/W paid,
laundry, busline, Coralville.
No smoking/ no pets.
(319)337-9376.

502 N.DODGE-
One bedroom, one bath,
close-in, busline, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$550, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ONE bedroom to sublease.
333 Church St. Secure building, 
quiet, clean, cable and internet 
included. Spacious. Parking 
permit included.
August 2012-July 2013.
May begin earlier if needed.
Furniture included as desired.
Barb (563)676-6040.

ONE bedroom near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street 
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

ONE bedroom apartment, quiet,
non-smoking, no pets. 715 Iowa
Ave. $550/ month, heat paid.
(319)330-7685.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCY near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

BASEMENT apartment, quiet, 
no smoking, no pets, 715 Iowa 
Ave. $415/month. Available
8/1/12. (319)330-7685.

415 S.VAN BUREN-
One bedroom, one bath, close
to downtown campus. No pets.
$545, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

402 N.IOWA, SOLON-
One bedroom, one bath, quiet.
Small pet negotiable.
$445, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

NEAR campus. Large one and 
two bedroom apartments, $610/ 
$680. (319)594-0722.
www.hilomanagement.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

5/1-7/31, $639, utilities not in-
cluded. One bedroom in two 
bedroom, LInn Street Place on 
S.Linn St., spacious bedroom, 
full deck, close to campus/ 
downtown. (630)514-6128.

SUMMER SUBLET

ONE bedroom, nice townhome, 
behind Coralville mall, bus 
route, W/D, C/A, $400/ month 
plus utilities. (563)357-1635.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $405-$480/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

SEEKING one bedroom/ bath,
cooking, utilities paid, $375-
$425 negotiable. July 15.
(319)936-1432.

HOUSING
WANTED

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

PARKING, close to downtown.
(319)683-2324.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

GOT FURNITURE TO MOVE?
Small Hauls
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.
alsmallhauls@gmail.com

MOVING

U STORE ALL
Summer storage, near campus
May 1, 2012 - August 31, 2012
5x10 $176.70 (student discount)
10x10 $284.62 (student discount)
(319)337-3506
sstrebre@aol.com

QUALITY CARE STORAGE
Coralville & North Liberty
(319)338-6155
www.qualitycarestorage.com

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

BABY grand piano, 15 years 
old, great condition, black gloss.
In Iowa City, you move. $4500/ 
OBO. (414)217-0354,
T_Loes@yahoo.com

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

HOMESTYLE, LLC
Part-time Summer Job Opening
Crew Manager wanted!
Background in construction/
home repair.
Great chance to manage and 
work with crew in home repair.
$10-$20/ hour based on experi-
ence. Call or email John Blough 
(563)210-3648.
John-blough@iahomestyle.com

CAMP COUNSELORS,
male/ female, needed for great
overnight camps in the
mountains of PA.
Have fun while working with
children outdoors.
Teach/ assist with A&C,
Aquatics, Media, Music,
Outdoor Rec, Tennis, and more.
Office, Nanny, and Kitchen
positions available.
Apply online at
www.pineforestcamp.com.

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

LA CAVA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT now hiring
all positions.
Apply within:
1810 N. Coral St., Suite B,
Coralville, IA 52241.

RESTAURANT

SOCIAL WORKER for residen-
tial care facility. BA in Social 
Work or related field. Experi-
ence with mental illness pre-
ferred. Must have excellent or-
ganizational and communication 
skills. Excellent wages and 
benefits.
Apply at Chatham Oaks,
4515 Melrose Ave., Iowa City.

MEDICAL

WILLOWWIND SCHOOL
is seeking excellent candidates 
for 5/6 teaching position,
part-time music position, and 
part-time Programs Director for 
the 2012-2013 school year.
Experience necessary.
Visit www.willowwind.org for
more details on each position.
Send cover letter and resume to 
Carly Andrews, 950 Dover St., 
Iowa City, IA 52245.

LOVE-A-LOT EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTER
is taking applications for a
variety of part-time positions.
Please contact Julie at
(319)351-0106 or
julielee@love-a-lot.net

EDUCATION

UMPIRES wanted for Monday- 
Thursday nights for upcoming
2012 spring/ summer Iowa City
Girls Softball, grades K-12.
Immediate openings.
Earn $40/ night for two games.
Become ASA certified at
League expense.
This is a recreational league.
Call (319)333-8352 or email
ICGSUMPIRES@yahoo.com

TOW TRUCK OPERATORS
Several part-time positions
available. Flexible but does
include rotating nights and
weekends. Perfect for students.
Willing to train.
Apply in person 7am-7pm:
Big 10 University Towing
3309 Highway 1 SW, I.C.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

HELP WANTED

THE HOLIDAY INN-CORALVILLE
Accepting applications for:
Full-time and part-time positions
*Banquet and restaurant
*Servers and bartenders
*Banquet setup
*Line cooks
Flexible schedules.
Contact in person,
1220 1st Ave., Coralville.

THE area’s leading landscape 
contractor has immediate
openings for landscape laborers 
and nursery staff at our North
Liberty location.
Experience helpful. Strong work 
ethic, reliable, and valid driver’s 
license required. Must have 
clean driving record (no DUIs in 
past five years).
Full benefit package. EOE.
Country Landscapes, Inc.
Contact Curt at (319)321-8905.

SYSTEMS UNLIMITED, INC.
Progressive, non profit agency 
seeks counselors to support in-
dividuals with disabilities in their 
homes and communities. Eve-
ning, weekend, overnight shifts 
available. Competitive pay.
Visit www.sui.org

FUNCREST DAIRY AND GRILL,
3979 W.Overlook Rd NE.
Weeknights and weekends.
Must cook, clean and serve.
Stop by for application.
(319)621-6073.

REWARDING, fun, part-time
positions in Iowa City/
Coralville/ North Liberty/ Solon/
Kalona and surrounding areas
providing care, supervision and
engaging in fun activities with
children and adults with disabili-
ties in their homes and in the
community.
Flexible days and hours
available, good hourly rate.
No experience necessary;
thorough training is provided.
Must be able to pass thorough
background checks.
Drivers license, safe driving re-
cord and reliable transportation 
are required.
Weekend and evening
availability strongly desired.
Please send cover letter and
resume to:
The Arc of Southeast Iowa
Attn: Liz Byram
2620 Muscatine Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240
or email to: lizbyram@arcsei.org

PART and full-time general
marine labor, $9/ hour.
(319)626-3625 ask for Rick
or Jason.

NEED EXTRA CASH?
Disabled mother of 2 seeks 
part-time help organizing light 
housekeeping, etc. $8/ hour, 
2-3 hours/ week. Call Sharon 
(319)338-2614.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
SHORT on cash? Sales and
marketing internship where the
average student makes over
$5000 during the summer.
Open to all majors.
(319)325-5449.

INTERNSHIPS

Check out current job
opportunities in THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS 
ALWAYS ONLINE

www.dailyiowan.com

 



THE DAILY IOWAN
MONDAY, APRIL 30, 2012

By CODY GOODWIN
cody-goodwin@uiowa.edu

DES MOINES — You’ll
never see a bigger smile on
Troy Doris’ face.

He was down to his final
chance in the 2012 Drake
Relays triple jump. He and
Florida’s Omar Craddock had
gone neck and neck through-
out the event, though the
Gator had led most of the way.

The sixth and last round
saw the rest of the field jump
but not match the distances of

Doris and Craddock. The duo’s
closing leaps would decide who
earned the championship.

The senior Hawkeye lined
up just as he had before every
other jump he had performed
on April 28 and went through
his pre-jump ritual. But this
time, he seemed more relaxed
— he smiled before he ran
down the track.

“I really try to keep my emo-
tions in check,” he said. “All I
can do is control myself.”

Doris was in full control of
his final jump, one he said he

knew was special the moment
he took flight. The Drake Sta-
dium stands filled with oohs
and aahs and ultimately
cheers. Doris reached 16.41
meters (53-10.0625 feet).

That mark pushed Doris
from fifth to third in the nation
in the triple jump, and more
importantly, passed Craddock

for first place by .01 meters, or
.394 inches.

Craddock fouled on his final
jump, securing Doris’ victory.
The Hawkeye fan section
erupted with screams and
shrieks of joy. Assistant coach
Clive Roberts pointed his fin-
ger to the sky and pumped his
fist with excitement. And Doris
broke into a small victory
dance — it was the senior’s
first-ever Drake Relays title.

“I was real happy to do it in

Conspiracy theories don’t do a whole
lot for me.Tupac doesn’t live in Cuba; the
government had nothing to do with 9/11;
the Cubs would suck with or without
Billy Sianis’ goat.

But the weekend’s NFL draft raised a
question that won’t quite go away.

Does the NFL really disrespect Iowa
wide receivers, or does it just feel that
way?

Marvin McNutt sat waiting for his
name to be called. He waited. He waited
some more.

He watched 25 other wide receivers
get picked before him.

He watched three kickers and a
punter find professional homes before
him.

He watched Miami, where former
Iowa offensive coordinator Ken O’Keefe
now coaches wide receivers, choose a
pass-catcher from the Big Ten. It wasn’t
him.

Philadelphia finally snagged him in
the sixth round with the 194th overall
pick, but the seed had long been planted.

What gives?
We’re talking about the best wide

receiver in Iowa history. McNutt owns
four school records outright, and he is
tied for tops in another. All of his 2,861
yards and 28 touchdowns came after the
St. Louis native spent his first year and a
half in Iowa City as a quarterback.

McNutt was named the Big Ten’s
Receiver of the Year and first-team all-

By BEN ROSS
benjamin-d-ross@uiowa.edu

The Iowa softball team
emerged the victor of a three-
game series against a Big Ten
opponent for the third weekend
in a row this past weekend, as
the Black and Gold took two
out of three from Indiana.

There was little scoring for
either squad in each of the
games on April 28; out of 16
total innings of play, runs were
scored in only two.

The first game went extra
innings. The Hoosiers then
plated the lone run in the top
of the ninth when Kelsey
Brannon hit a go-ahead double
to score Heather Nelson.

Iowa stared a scoring surge in
the bottom of the fifth in the sec-
ond game, when Johnnie Dowl-
ing hit a 3-run triple. Megan
Blank then hit an RBI double to
give the Hawkeyes a 4-0 lead
that pitcher Chelsea Lyon
defended for the rest of the game.

“I’m glad we put numerous
runs up in one inning, but
unfortunately, we didn’t score
any in the first [11],” head Iowa
softball coach Marla Looper
said. “It took us quite a few
innings to score, and that’s
pretty frustrating when we
had numerous opportunities.”

Iowa had no problem putting
up runs on Sunday.

Blank hit an RBI double in the
bottom of the first inning to plate
Dowling. Senior captain Katie
Keim then stepped up to the
plate with one on and no outs.

She launched a 1-1 pitch
from Indiana’s Meaghan Mur-
phy over the right-field wall to
record the final Pearl Field
home run of her career. It was
Keim’s team-leading eighth
jack of the season, and she has
doubled her home run total
from all of last season.

The scoring didn’t end there.
Senior Liz Watkins hit an

RBI single to kick off a 4-run
third inning. Melanie Gladden
then stepped up to the plate
and hit a line drive to left to
score Keim home. Right fielder

Mallorree Grove then hit a
double to left center, bringing
in Watkins and Gladden.

Megan Blank scored on a
throwing error to start the
fourth, and designated player
Michelle Zoeller doubled to
deep right to send the final two
runs of the game in.

The Hawkeyes never went
back up to bat; the game ended
in the top of fifth because of
softball’s 8-run rule.

“I think we learned from yes-
terday,” Keim said in describing
her squad’s offensive surge. “I
think we were hitting the ball
well; it just wasn’t going through.
Today, we went through them
and won the series.”

Fellow captain Watkins said
she thinks the last home game
of the season helped spur all
the scoring but noted that the
season isn’t over; her squad
still has work to do.

“I think just the mindset of
everybody — ‘It’s our Senior
Day, and we’re going to go out
and do anything we can possi-
bly do for Katie and me,’ ”
Watkins said. “However, our
season is not over. Being able
to go out and whomp on Indi-
ana, we’re going to carry it over
to the next couple weekends.

“We came out,and we were scor-
ing runs and playing great defense
— that’s exactly how I wanted to
play my last game at Pearl.”

By MOLLY IRENE OLMSTEAD
molly-olmstead@iowa.edu

Megan Blank slid into second base
after smacking an RBI double on April
28. But the freshman collided with Indi-
ana’s shortstop and lay
motionless and face-down
on the dirt for several
minutes.

Blank said she doesn’t
know exactly what hap-
pened because she had
her eyes closed, but she
thinks she might have
been hit in the face with
the throw because she
can see the laces of the ball in the bruise
on her swollen upper lip.

The coaching and athletics training
staff surrounded the downed player, and
Blank eventually emerged from the hud-
dle. She slowly walked off the field, hold-
ing her face.

Blank couldn’t return to the game for
the final two defensive innings. An
infield scramble occurred; Katie Keim
moved from first to shortstop, Melanie
Gladden from third to first, and Michelle
Zoeller from the designated player slot to
third.

But the injured player was back on
Sunday to finish the series against the

Doris sails to Drake win NFL snubs
Hawkeye
wideouts

Blank
rebounds
with a bang

Softball blows out Indiana

Iowa’s Troy Doris competes in the men’s triple jump at the Drake Relays in Des Moines this past weekend. Doris won the event with a jump of 16.41 on his final
attempt. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Hawkeye senior Troy Doris wins his first-ever title at the Drake Relays.

Marvin McNutt’s freefall
in the draft highlights an
enduring problem for
Iowa receivers.

Katie Keim is congratulated after hitting a home run against Indiana at Pearl Field on Sunday. The Hawkeyes beat the
Hoosiers, 10-0, in five innings on a rainy Senior Day. (The Daily Iowan/Melissa Wilson)

Senior Katie Keim
sent herself off in
glorious fashion by
hitting a home run
in her final game
in Iowa City.

Megan Blank’s
resurgence from a facial
injury impressed the
Iowa softball team on
Sunday.

DRAKE RELAYS

IOWA 10, INDIANA 0 (5 INNINGS)

COMMENTARY

Next Up: UNI
Messersmith Invitational
WWhheenn:: Friday
WWhheerree:: Cedar Falls

Blank
shortstop

SETH ROBERTS
seth-roberts@uiowa.edu
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